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ally there is no such thing as time * Before Christ.”
for He ever was. and He Himself declared, " Before
Abraham was, I am ™ (John 8:38). And John writing
of Him says, * In the beginning was the Word, and
the Waord was with Gaod. and the Word was God

. and the Word was made flesh. and tabernacled
amang us " {(John 1:1, 14), Our Lord was from ever-
lasting. or Bethlehem would have meant nothing at
ail in redemption. Unless He was the Mighty God.
He was the merest babe.

Throughout the Old Testament we have several
anticipations of the Incarnatton; they are called in
technical language Theophanies, or appearances of
Christ in visible form. Who appeared to Abraham
as he satl in the cool shade of his tent door on the
plains of Mamre? Who wrestled with Jacob at
Peniel through the long hours of the night 7 Who
stood before Joshua as he reconnoitred the massive
walls of Jericho, saying * As captain of the Lord’s
host am I now come ™ ? Who was seen walking in
the midst of the fery furnace with Shadrach.
Meshach and Abednego? The plain answer ta thiy
guesiion is that the One who appeared all those
years ago was the same person who afterwards came
farth from the womb of Mary at Bethlehem, Jesus
the Son of God. In the Old Testament God utilised
same visible form for the purpose of a moment, but
in the Incarnation He actually entered life by birth.
He became human, lock our nature upon Himseif
in order that He might remain so for ever. * Jesus
Christ (the God-man. Divine yet human) the same
yesterday and loday and for ever.”

There 1s a tendency in some quariers to whittle away
the unigueness of His supernatural hirth. Some 1alk
abour Him as the Prophet of Galilee. he Carpenter
of Nazareth., the Holy Child of BHethlehem. the
Fritnd who reveals God to man. All this is true, as
far as these titles go. but they do not go far enough.
The Jesus of history is the Christ of eternity. The
Jesus of Bethlehem and Nazareth and Galilee was
God manifest in the Hesh. The Virgin Birth stands
absolulely alone. Hig hirth and His personality are
unique, )

1. His Birth wav Timely

Concerning the time of His unique birth the scrip-
tare says, " But when the fufness of the time was
vome, God sent forth His Son., made of a woman,
made under the law ™ (Galatians 4:4). It was no
accident that Jesus came just when He did. God
would have sent Him before had the time been ripe ;

bul He had to wait for “the fulness of the time.”
As a Christian writer observes, " A long preparation
was needed before God's love could break through
the shuttered windows of mcen’s minds.” When Jesus
Christ was born the world was disillusioned by the
cemptiness of paganism, was sick and weary with the
eross materialism of warring ideologies and conscious
of moral bankruptcy. © Observe Lhe day in which
Christ was born ™ says a historian with penetrating
insight. " Trave] was easy and general. The exter-
nalities of life were ‘highly civilised. Men were
malure, wise and shrewd. The old gods had becen
triedd out and discarded—the gods worshipped by
successful citizens of the warld with common sense.
These had been found nonsensical. A world very
grown up gave the apostles thetr chance.” For thesce
conditions God had to wait patiently through Lhc
centuries before He could bring His only bhegotten
Son into the world, And history is repeating isel!
again before our eves. The second advent of Chrisi,
like the first, will take place in God's appeinted time.
when men, disillusioned by the futility of humanly
devised political philosophies to bring peave on earth,
and despairing of all creature help to [ift them from
their miseries. grope in their hlindness for the Hand
which alone can lead the world towards the lichi






LUHUULLed Uy ravls DR yYIwrn

Hello Bovs and Girls.

A merry Christmas to you all. Oh. what a grand
time Christmas is, [ like it better Ihan birthdays,
holidays or any other special occasions. don't you ?
What fun it is; so many good things to eat—turkey
and Christmas pudding. mince pies and Christmas
cake, crackers—sweets—Christmas stockings and
presents. Evervbody is so happy and nobody grumpy.
Do you know why everybody is so happy? I believe
it is because the spirit of Christmas gets into every-
body'’s heart, And what is this spirit of Christmas?
You remember the message of the angels to the shep-
herds, don’t you—how they sang " Peace on earth,
good will 1o men "? Well, that good will. which
is kindness and friend-
liness, fills everybody's
heart; so you see that
all this happiness that
comes to us at Christ-
mas is because Jesus
vame Lo this earth as
a litlle babe to Bethle-
hem. And, boys and
girls. the only person

who can make one
really happy is the
lLLord Jesus. Ask Him

lo come inio your heart
and you will be the
happiest bay ar girl in
the world.

Now for something
rather sad. This is the
last time T shall be
writing to you, for
someone eise is going
(Continucd on page 828)
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, —— unto us,

rirere 11 4 grudl ITUN ICaYCl, MEYRIGLIUN oOF . 1y

Take heed . . . how ye —— lLuke 8:18B.

Down
My heart was within me. while | was musing the
fire burned. Psalm 3% : 3.
Let us draw —— with a true heart. Hebrews 10: 22.
The law is rot made for a righteous man., but for
the .1 Timothy 1: 9%,
that we have sinned! Lamentations

5:16.

Even so the is a iittle member. . . . Behold. how
preat a matter a little fire kindlech ! James 3 : 5.
That the trial of your faith . . . though it be
with fire, might be found unto praise. | Peter | :7.
If any man's work shall be =———. he shall suffer lgss.
| Corinthians 3: 15,

The Lord will be unto —— a wall of fire round about.
Zechariah 2 : 5,

Let no man deceive you with —— words, Ephesians
5:6.

A CRACKER FOR CHRISTMAS







Jacob for ever and ever: and of His kingdom there
shall be no end.” Too readily we visualise the Son
of God as the carpenter of Nazareth and fail to
grasp the real decree, the superlative majesty and
scintillating splendour of His real glory prior Lo His
incarnation. We do well 10 remember that the
despised Nazarene is the sole revelation of the
* (God of all being throned afar,

Whosc glory lames from sun and star.”

In lowly guisc the King of Glory dwells among
men. He came 1o~ break oppression ™ says the hymn
wriler, " to sel the captives free,” He yuells rebel-
lious hearts, subducs hostile forces, Is He king of
vour life? W nol, wHl you now decide and say with
real meaning

* King of my life 1 crown thee now.”

Let me finish with a (rue story.

A great American preacher whose church was
always crowded announced a series of Sunday cven-
g sermons on " The Great Characters of History ™
and led off with a masterpicce of oralory on
Napoleon. Alcr the crowd had gone, one of his
nearest [riends said to him, " Charlie. that was the
greatesl address 1 have ever heard.” ™ Thank you.
Wiliiam.” replied  the preacher. gratifiecd at  his
friend’s appreciation. ™ But Charlie.” continued his
friend, "I was thinking if 2 man vould say all that
ahout Napoleon, what wouldn™ be be able to say
about Jesus.” Well after midnight. the notes on ~ The
Great Characlers ™ were cast aside and a new and
compelling series was substituted on ™ Jesus the In-
comparable One.” and the Rev. William A, Rrown.
who tells the story. says: [t was when he made his
tirst appeal for decisions during onc of thosc ser
mans that 1 made my first public declaration accept-
ing Jesus as my Saviour and Lord.”

IN THE FUILNESS OF TIME (continued)

The Gift at Bethiehem was a preparation for
Calvary., " Tt s nol enough, and never can be
enough.” writes Dr. Wilkinson Riddie, ** that you see
the Grace of God in the Manger. for that is but the
prelude of the reconciling symphony. It is not enough
that you gel a glimpse of the Grace of God in the
fact of Christ hecoming Man. It was thaer Man/
says Carnegie Simpson. *that Man of Sorrows, that
thorn-crowned Man '; which means that the Grace
of God. in the final analysis, is related to the wark
of a Saviour.” The manger was the slepping stone to

the Cross. As Matthew Henry aptly remarked. = He
had only lo breathe to create man, but He had to
bleed to save him.” That human lite He received ai
His birth He poured out on the Cross for man’s
redemplion.

The Gilt at Bethiechem is God’s lave-gift to a sinful
world. ** For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begoiten Son.” By this wondrous love-gift
GGod conquers Lhe hardness of the human heart. An
African missionary tells how he and his wife had
gone 10 Africa and the work was hard and ditlicult.
The people. for some reason, kept aloof from them.
and no matter how much they tried the reserve could
not he broken down. But in due course there came
1o the mission house the gift of a child, and this way
the means of * breaking the ice.” The nalive women
wanled 1o see the white baby, and many pathered
for the privilege of holding it in their wems. In the
past God had approached men in various ways.
sending His prophets and servants, but the reserve
on man's side was stll retained. Then there came
a litthe Babe to ecarth. Emmanuel His name. availahle
to all. teaching by His blameless life and example.
and Hnally by His vicarious death, that God is love
Barriers of human reserve, of class, race and creed.
haye been hroken down by His coming and in Christ
man is reconciled to God and conciliuted with his
frllows.

With the Jaunching of Russia's satellite inlo outer

space all eyes are directed towards that whirling
abiject as it revolves within its orbit round our carih.
Now that Baika. the dog. has been projected inlo
speoe by means of Sputnik T speculation has arisen
34 10 whether man can reach the planets, which have
tascinated the minds of astronomers and scientists
since the ipvention of the telescope. But here is a
marvel of far greater importa
of a salellite into outer
space ¢ it is the coming of
God from the vast unseen
ioto our planet by the
arrival of the Christ-child
in  Bethlchem's manger.
By His advent, His sacri-
fictal death and His
glorious resurrection “man
may risc 10 that sublime
abode.” above all worlds.
and dweil for ever in the
“ eternal light through the
eternal love."
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E was <itting alone in one of the rooms attached

Lo our church, a little Tellow in a big arm-chair,
which only served to accentuate his ltileness. ** Hello,
won'!” T said, ™ you're early for the practice.” | knew
that later in the evening the boys were to pa over
their parts in proparation for the Christmas cele-
brations, “And what part are you playing?” | in-
yuired. The liule fellow. about Lhe height of two
daisies. as they would say in Ulster. looked up. and
with cheery confidence replied, * I'm one of the wise
men.” Bless him! He was aboul the most diminutive
wise man | ever saw, bul he set me thinking. For
the present be is intent on acting a parl, He will help
1o tell the old. old story of how wise men came {rom
the East to celebrate the birth of the Saviour. lo pay
their homage. and to offer their gifts. The parents
and friends who gather for the occasion will fove it

cven the inevitable mistakes and howlers will please
them. I do hope that this little laddie. and all who
uct their parts with fiim, wilt grow up, in this foolish
world, to be wise in the same manner in which the
original wise men were wise, Let’s think about them
together.

Popular belief has it that there were threc wise
men, na doubt on accounl of the three gitts offered
10 our Saviour. but both Augustine and Chrysostam
maintain that there were twelve. There is another
tradition which says they were three kings: Melchior.
an old man with white hair and a2 long beard:;
Caspar. a beardless youth; and Balthazar, swarthy,
and in the prime of life. We are also told that they
represented not only the thrée divisions of life, bul
alsp the three divisions of the globe. Melchior being
a descendant of Shem. Caspar of Ham. and conse-
quently ebony in colour. and Balthazar of Japheth.
This tradition bas come down to us from the Vener-
able Bede and it was independently discovered by
the lfamous travelier Marco Polo. In March 1272 he
was told by an old pricst at Persepolis that the story

By Walter H, Urch
tMinister of Elim Church, Dundee)

of the wise men was recorded in the chronicles of
Sufi-Abhbas, the astrologer of Carmana, ™ Then cost
the journey what it may, | will find them,” cried the
vager adventurer, Sure enough he did. Searching
among the bits and pieces offered for sale by a crafty
old deater at Singara, near the banks of the Tigris.
he unearthed the faded, tattered roll of parchmenls
for which he had so diligently sought. and sure
cnough they contained the story of the wise men.

Now whelher the story as we have it from Bede
and Marco Polo is correct we cannot be sure, but we
do know from the writings of Tacitus and Josephus
that there prevailed throughout all castern lands at
this time a strong conviction that ere long a powcer-
fui king would be born in the land of Judxa who
would wltimately rule the world, This was a God-
given revelation and it s a reminder that all the
greatest truths are revealed truths—not fathomed by
the wisdom of man’s mind. but imparted by the
Spirit of God. In some way or another, God com-
municated the great truth of the birth of the Saviour
through the appearance of a new star. The wise men
knew to look for it and they immediately recog-
nised its true porient when they saw it. Tt was a
signal for them to commence their long desert
journey to the land of Judaa and the city of Zion.
Their wasdom is chiefly revealed not in their know-
ledge of the stars and and their significance, but in
what lhey did with their knowledge—it led them to
sel ali else aside and go in quest of the Christ-child.

I return now to the story as Marco Polo redis-
covered it. The travellers bad not gone far when mis-
fortune overtook them. Caspar's came! was bitten
by a viper upon the tender part of the animal's foot.
In no time the limb became so0 swollen and inflamed
that further progress was impossible, and in the grey
light of the dawning day the camel died.

All three travellers were filled with grief that such
a tragic misfortune should overtake themn, but what
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could be done? The star would not stand still, some-
one must follow it, Caspar’'s face brightened. = 1 am
young and strong,” he said. ** I will foilow the trail
of your camels on foot, and it may be that [. also,
will discover the King.” How wisc he was, in his
yuest for truth, not ta allow difficulties to triumph
over so noble a design!

Balthazar and Melchior bade him a sad farcwell
and continued on their course. with Caspar follow-
ing an as best be could, But alas, misfortune was to
hefzll them as well, for when the sun set in splendour
over the western sky no friendly star appeared to
beckan them on. Dejected and disgusied, they de-
vided to abandon their quest and started on their re-
turn journey, In duc course they came upon Caspar,
He was surprised (o see them, and more so when
they told him their tale. " Lost the star”” he cried.
“ Why. nonsense! There it is!™ And sure cnough it
was.

Thereupon they decided to resume the journcy to-
gether, sharing the use of the two remaining camels.
They shared their sorrows and set-backs and in the
end they were 1o share their joys and triumphs, The
heavenly vision was lost only so long as selfishness
and division ruled. (T bope my little wise man will
learn that lesson too.)

But the chronicles of Sufi-Abbas had more 1o tell
even Lhan this. for nat enly were the three wise men
of different ages and nationalities, they also had dif-
fering aspirations, Caspar, the youth. had set off on
his yuest hoping to find a King, The world, he felt.
necded a great sovereign. a lord. a master. This con-
viction was the inspiration of his gift, for it was gold.
Raltbazar sel out to find a God, Material things had
enmeshed his Tife, but though by no mcans an old
man he had lived long enough and had had <uHicient
experience of these things to realise Lhat Ihey utlerly
failed to meel the deepest needs of the human soul.

He urse asware af tha damesarnire citoatinn inln which

for a Saviour. and at the call of 1the star he took with
him the gift his heart’s longings seemed to dictate—
the gift of myrrh, the emblem of suifering.

And so they came first to Jcrusalem, to Herod the
Great, and there they found him after a life of
= splendid misery and criminal success T now sunk
into a siale of jealous decrepitude, burdened down
and hall-maddened by disease and the weight of his
inbuman crimes. Here could no Muessiah he found.
The star moved on. on to Bethlehem. and therc. aver
the place where the babe lay. it halted. But when the
wise men saw that their heavenly guide had led them
to a stable. to a baby in a woman's arms, they wer.
overwheimed with a sense ol annoyance and dis-
appointment, In dejected silence Lhey pondered. and
then, suddenly, their sad reverie was broken ! Mary
began to sing. They listcned. What was this? = My
soul doth magnify the Lord.” she sang. * The Lerd! ™
exclaimed Caspar. ™ Then | have found my King.’
Bui Mary sang on. “And my spiril hath rejoiced in
God.” she c¢ontinued. ™ God!" cried Balithazar. tus
face beaming. ” God! Then T have found Him—!he
God for whom my heart yearns.” Mary continued
smging. My soul doth magnify the Lord and mw
spirit hath rejoiced i God my Saviour.” 7 My
Saviour!'” echoed the ald King Melchior, " My
Saviour!” The young man who soughl for 2 King
koclt down and ofered his gold, the muddle-aged
man who lTonged Tor God offered his frankincense,
and the old man who saw his need of a Saviour
offered the myrrh,

I should like my little wise man and afl who will
watch him and his other fricnds playing their parts
at the Christmas festivities, and all who will read
this lovely old legend. 1o know that every man and
woman, every boy and girl, can find in Jesusy what
he or she most needs. Let these lovely words which
Dorothy Sayers puls into the mouths of the three

lrimac ha tha reconmes nf
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MISSIONARY REVIEW (continued)

In the surrounding districts there are about twelve
dav-schools with their African teachers under the
supervision of Dr. and Mrs. Brien, Besides thesc they
have the care of the hospital, the erection of new
buildings, the regular scrvices and the many other
duties that demand their attention. Earlier in the
vear they were honoured by a visit from the
Governor of Southern Rhodesia and his wife, They
inspected the hospital and schools and complimented
the missionaries on their work and the boys and
girls on 1heir smart appearance.

On December 11th another new missiopary—
Pastor Mervyn O. Thomas—embarked for Tangan-
yika to join Pastor and Mrs. A, D, Bull at Ngeren-
gere, Here again the work is growing and the mis-
sionaries are reaching out to new areas, Some ol
these outstations are between twenty-five and sixty
miles from the rmain station. Bush-schools are set up
in these outlying districts under the care of African
teachers, bringing the number of boys and girls for
whom they are responsible to more than 690, and
they expeet this number to he increased. In addition
to the care of Lthe outstations and schools, Pastor and
Mrs. Bull are kept very busy on their main station.
wherc they have their clinic to help in meeting the
physical needs of the people, many of whom come
from long distances for attcntion.

Pastor and Mrs. A. E. Tatle. with their three chil-
dren. sailed on Oclober 16th again to take up the
work on their station at Kikile. Tanganyika. They
have taken with them a Land-Rover and trailer, thc
generous gift of the vouth of Elim., This uscful
vehicle will be of jmmense value to them in their
work on their isolated station and surrounding dis-
trict, Having Mr, and Mrs. Tale here on furlough
during the past months reminds us of the commence-
ment of the work at Kikile in 1949. These voung
missionaries, with their first baby, made the long
journey in their lorry to Kikilo. They had no house
prepared and were strangers among a strange pzople,
with very little knowledge of the language and the
memory of discouraging romours. While Mr. Tate
pitched their tent the natives stood around in hosiile.
warrior-like groups. Some, seeing white people for
the first time_ thought they werc government! officials
or farmers. not realising they were God's messengers
vome to live in their midst to tell them the good

news of <alvation through faith in the atoning work
of our Lord Jesus, Today there stand on that s'te
a church buijlding and a dispensary. with a band of
faithful African Christians. From among them have
heen raised two cvangelists to assist in the work.
During the year another ien believers have passed
through the waters of* baptism, publicly confessing
hefore their fellow Africans their Faith in Christ, In
addition there are three government-registered
schools where the young people are being taught
along Christian lines, and from these will be raised
up workcrs 1o carry the Gospel to their own people.
During the abscnce of Pastor and Mrs, Tate on fur-
lough, the work a1 Kikilo and district has been cared
for by Pastor and Mrs. R, Gull, Mr, Gull was
recenlly taken very ill with typhus fever, but is now
much better, We would point out that similar work
to ithc above has been set up hy Pastor and Mrs. 1.
Williams and Dr. and Mrs. Brien in Southern
Rhodesia.

india and Pakistan have a population of over
400,000,000 and presenl a chaflenge to missionary
societies, There is approximately one missionary to
71.000 of the population. and missionary work is be-
coming increasingly difficult. Someone bas said that
if 1.000 missionaries were today to land in India each
could have a parish all his own ol 500 villages.
Our missionaries are as a drop in a bucket in com-
parison with the great need, but they are presenting
a clear witness 10 the peoples in their respective arcas.
In Bombay Pustor and Mrs. Troke are conscious of
God's blessing on them as they minister to Indians.
Anglo-Tndians and Jews.

Pastor and Mrs. D. C. Lewis, stationed at Dudhi
U.P., had the great joy of baptising ecight believers,
The church here is entirely indigenous, with every
depariment of the work in the hands of the Indian
hrethren. leaving the missionaries free 1o evangelise
the surrounding districts as well as assist in the local
church. Mr. Lewis writes that they have becn
privileged to take the Gospel 1o villages where the
people had never before heard the message.

The Elim stattons at Dehri-on-Sone and Surguja
are also centres from which the Gospel goes forth
literalty to thousands of people through the dispen-
sary work and hand-to-hand distribution of the
Word of God.

(Contirted on page 825)
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QUL A5 PriIsOoners WINin gales O Drass and bars ol
iron {thc reason for their predicament being their
rebellion against God} and Lhe deliverance God
wrought in answer to their ery. With this context in
mind, it is not hard to see the spiritval implications
oi the prophecy of Zacharias, Those who sit in dark-
ness and under the shadow of death are those who by
their seli-will have rejected God’s Word and have
sold themselves into captivity under sin. Through sin
men lase their tiberty (John &: 34), the light of God's
truth (2 Corinthians 4:4) and the fulness of His life
{Romans 3:12). Like prisoners huddled despairingly
in the darkness of the condemned cell, awaiting the
footsteps of the executioner, men in their sin are
without hepe and without God in the world. But
the light of Gods new day has pierced even the
gloom of the prison-house! The God whose mighty
voice ordered light 1o shine through the chaotic
darkness thatl existed before the creation of the
world has <sent forth in the person of His Son light
thalt can dispel the darkness and despair of sin
{2 Corinthians 4:6), Christ is our light (John 8:12).
our life (John 10:10) and our liberty (John 8&:36).
At His coming the imprisoned soul awakes o meet
the dawn of a now day, light Noods the darkness,
the shackles and bars of sin lie shattered around
him and he hears the sentence of death anpulled. Oh.
glorious day of God!' This s the day which the Lord
hath made ; we will rejoice and he glad in it!

The second effect 1o which Zacharias referred was
none the iess wonderful, The Dayspring, he said,
would * guide our feet inlo the way of peace.”
Listening to the heartheats of a troubled world, the
old man was conscious of the restlessness, fear and
uncertamiy of his day and age. Men had traversed
the way of philosophical speculation, had marched
boldly down the way of military conyuest and had
wandered uncertainly through the twisting ways of
thewr own choosing. but the way of peace they knew
not. Zacharias knew why. He was familiar with the
writing of Tsaiah and would understand the prophet’s
dtagnosis of man’s moral sickness (Isaiah 59:8). The
crooked ways of man’s sinfulness lead him far from
God (verse 2). and without God he can never be at
peace, Sin breaks a man’s vital harmony with God
and consequently disturbs the inner harmony of his
own life. At the centre of his being there is a discord
and its jarring note reverberates throughout his
whole Iife, It is this that disturbs the barmony of the
home, undermines marriage, creales unrest in in-
dustry and leads nations to war. There js no peace
1o the wicked, and until men can find the way back

10 Lo lne way 0l peace 1S an UNKNOWN way. bul
in the light of the Dayspring. Zacharias saw the way
of peace opened 1o the feet of men once again.

The Lord Jesus Himself declared that He alone
was Lhe Way back to God {John 14:6). In Him those
who through sin are separated from God can again
draw nigh. for it is His hiood which removes the
offending stain of sin and makes a man fit for the
presence of a holy God. Through Him the way of
peace is discovered to the weary hearts of sinners.
He gives peace with God (Romans 3:1) and makes
man at onc with God; He gives peace within (fohn
16: 33). removing the contradictions and discord of
sin within a man's own personality. enabling him to
{ive harmoniously in a world torn hy conflicts. and
giving him the glorious assurance that his whole life
and future are secure in the hands of an all-conquer-
ing Lord. So it is that Paul can say of Christ: " He
is our peace " (Ephesians 2:14).

Afler the silence of centuries God spoke again.
and on that frst Christmas morning the light of
God's new day. in the person of His Son. broke
across the Judzan hills. Into the world of Zachanas,
of Joseph and Mary, the shepherds and the wise
men yes. and of Herod and Casar, Cajaphas and
Judas—came the Light of the World with healing and
saving power within His radiance. Some rejoiced to
walk in His light and others sought 10 extinguish it.
but the Light still * shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overpowered it Still loday. in
1957, the light of the Dayspring spreads its wondrous
brightness. The world in which we live may pause to
make merry at this Christmastide. hut its heart is
darkened and full of fear, It looks not for the star
of the wise men but for the satellite of ambitious
science : it wanders through the devious paths of
political theory. bul the way of peace il cannot find.
Men still sit in the shadow of death. within the im-
prisonment of sin, because they are still without God.
Yet the light still shines in the dark place; the way
of peace is open through the Christ who came o
Bethlehem. and for those who love Him and trust
His Word the light of an even more glorious day is
appearing on the horizons of time. Amid the black-
ness of this atomic age our eyes discern the growing
radiance of His coming again. Soon the Dayspring
from on high will visit us again and we shall see Him
as He is. Let us look up. fnr He who came will
come again the sccond lime. and we shall

* Dwell in the eternal Tight,
Through the eternal love,”
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Scripiure Upion Portions. Noles by F. Lavender {Minister of Clim Church, Loughborought

sunday, Idecember 22nd. 1 Corinthins 13:1-13,

 That which is perfect ™ {v. I,

As o we lopk within and wround us we ave conscious of
w0 much that s imperiect, onlike God. Praise God things
e Nl Lo o on For ever in s state of imperfection, tor
bt which s perfect 7 is surely comang, Al the Lord's
coming our hodies will ke redeemed  from corruplion

tRomtn. B : 20, the feeocity of the wild heasts restramned
saiuh 11 A-9). the earth and heovens rencwed tlaaiah
35 0015 M 26 Come guick!s. Lord Jesus!

Monday, December 23rd. 1 Corintlians 12 0 1-20.

O the trempei give an uncerbon sownd 7 (v, i

The tragedy s thit <o many prople who went (o hem
God's word sesturduy were soothed by the display of Aowery
cloguence or bemesed hy the vague muoilerings which came
Ftom the pulpit, Thank God Tor twse who prochiimed the
Gaspel, urging men Lo repentanee @ those whose waords were
g clurion call warging men w flee From the wrath to come.
Thunk God. oo, for those woo wok wuraing and turmed 1o
Christ !

Tuesday, December 24th,. Mutthew 1 @ 18-75,

CIERUS T e 2T

T lew aweet the neme of Jesus sounds ' we sing Tervently ;
and Bow wvery precious thal wonderful Nume is. All the
mu-e and beaury and glory of hesven is contained in thay
Plossad Bame. Somecone mighe object: " But L was only o
vommoen Jewish name”” Troe, bt God has Giken Him who
Pore thal common name and exalied Flime far abose all:
and He bhas decreed that at the Name of Jesus every knee
shubfl herw,

Wednesduy, December 25th, Malthew 2 =12,

“We ..o are conw to worsbip Him 7 oiv. 20

Surciy the worship of the wise men wus a propheey of a
Hme which is vel Lo be, when the whotle curth will woiship
the Lond Jesus, the King, the lord of hosts (Zechariah
13 2 160 In dhul day all kings shall [all down hefore Him,
all nulivns shall serve Him, for He shall have dominion from
eyt osea tPwalm 72)0 Let ws gladly join Lhe wise men and
worship Him on this heppy das.

Thutsday, December 26th. Matihvw 2 @ 13.23.

“ Flee into Egypt ™" {v. 133

trom the time that He was 4 bybe the bitterness of perse-
cution fell upon the Lord Jesus: this continued throughout
His ministry, and calminated when His gloating cnemies sur-
veyed His twisted body on the cross. All down the ages
ungodly, Salanically inspired men have comtinucd (o persecuie
those with true faith in the Lord Jesus, bt the hour of dark-
ness is nearly done. the dey is al hand, and those who have
aulfered will reign with Him.

Friday, December Z7th, § Corinthtans 14 @ 21-40,

" God is not the uthor of confusion ™ iv, 33

When there i conlusion, and discord in a mecting oy in o
church we can he sure that there bas heer a departure from
the will of God; His constant desire Tor us 15 pesce and joy
in 1he Holy Ghost. Conlusion atises when we exahe self, but
peace s maintsined when we seek the blessing and sireagthen-
ing of athers. Lel us show kindness and vourtesy wward one
artother,

Siuturday, Deceember 28th. | Corinthians 15 0 1-19,

O Chrest ke nor risen ™ (v, §4h

The conlemplution o such a terrible possibility s enough
ta remind vy of how much is involved in the resurrection ai
Christ, Forgiveness, reconciliztion, justification and redemp-
tion s1e some of the bics<ings which would be immediately
torfened 11 He hod now risen. The resurrection binds Logetle
the crucifixton and second coming of Chaist: iF He Jid no
rise, veither did 1le ascend, nor can He come agiin, Thank
God., Christ is risen,

Sunday, December 2%th, | Conntinans 15 0 2041,

“God giveth it o body 7 (v, 38

People o whm our resweccction hods will he ke, and
if it witl be exactly like our present Body. Paul aoswers 1l
the similariy between our earthty bedy und aul resurrection
Bady s that of the grain of wheal sown and the e of cora
reaped. The body sown is moricd, thai 1o be reaped will be
wmortil and gloviows, bul as the eur bs o the oran, se the
ciernad hody 1 in this carthly houose,

Monday, Iecember 3Mh. ! Coripthipns 15 ; 43-58.

1 show you o mawstery 7 v, Sl

A mysiery T oin Seriplure is not something which cannot
be known. bul someihing which can be known only by
ivine  revelation. There are many  wonderful  mysicrivs
revealed by God in 1is Word: the nystery of godlin.ss
(1 Timoathy 3 1 16 and of iniguity (2 Thessalonions 2 2 7
the mystery of the Gospel {Ephesians 6 @ 19 the calling of
the Gentiles (Ephesinns 3 2 1-93: 1the union of Christ and His
Church (Ephesizns 5 ; 31); the rapture of the Church
{1 Corinthians 15 : 51%: all are worthy of careful study,

Tuesday, December 3lst. { Corinthians 16 ; §-24,

* My love be with you all ™ (v. 241

It had beem necessary for Paul Lo address seme very sharp
words ta the Corinthian believers, yel his closing words
emphasised that he had written with o heart full of love for
them, 1L 15 poasible for us either 10 speak the Iroth or to
speah the wruth in love: it is good to call o spade o spade and
to speak your mind, bot make sure that your bluntness finds
IS mspiration in love.

{Continued on page B3N
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birth of His Son, ** Unto us a child

is born—a Son is given,” The wait-
ing was over, God always lakes time to work out His
specialities. This should cheer your heart and give
you hope for your present and future ptans,

Heaven's doors burst open with the joyful news.
and the angel of the Lord appearing to the shep-
herds as they weiched their Aocks by night terrified
them, Wouldn't you have heen terrified ? Even so
they went with haste o Bethlehem,

Led by a star, wise men from (he East were hurry-
ing towards Israel. Sputniks may be floating around
our glohe at this Christmastime, but at the first
Christmas these men declared, ** We have scen His
star,” God created a special star. not a satcllite, to
guide them to the new-born » King of kings.™ Arriv-
ing in Jerusalem. they caused guite a stir when they
ingquired where the King of the Jews was horn. All
Jerusalern with Herod were troubled. so much so
that Herod assembled all the high pricsts and scribes
and anxiously demanded that they tell him where
the Christ was to be born, and they declared it was
revealed by the prophet Micah that it was to be in
Bethlehem. These men no doubt thought thal as God
had given a special star to guide them across the
mountains and dcserts to Israel the birth of Christ
would be celebrated with great pomp and joy in
Jerusalem, Here one sees that God does nol always
work out His plans aceording to our conjeciures and
expectations. Supposing Jesus fad been born in a
patace. where would we have heen in His plan of
redemption 7 V' For ye know Lhe grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, vet for your
sakes He became poor. that ye through His poverty
might be rich " (2 Corinthians 8:9}.

As 1 bring my Christmas talk o you 10 a closc,
this verse comes convincingly to my mind, © There-
fore will the Lord wait, that He may be gracious
unte you . . that He may have mercy upon you:
for the Lord ts a God of iudement: blessed are al)

munists came into power. but continued their work
among thc Chinese in Formosa and Hong Kong. Mr.
and Mrs. K. McGillivray have been responsible for
the oversight of six churches in Formosa. some with
a large membership and others not so large. while
Miss Vera McGillivray has built up a good work
in Hony Kong, her biggest difliculty being that the
ball where she conducts her meetings is too small to
accommodate all who attend.

A well-informed retired missionary to China gives
his opinion that despite the fact that all Protestant
missionaries have been expelled trom the Chinese
mainland, Christianity ix so deeply rooted there that
it will continug under indigenous leadership. Mis-
sionary institutions have already trained thousands
of able Christian teachers, doctors. nurses., technicians
and other personnel in all walks of life. Many of
these remained in China. and many others sought
temporary asylum in Hong Kong. Formosa, Thai-
land, the Philippines and elsewhere, In time we shall
see that Christianity nol only survived in China hut
that it will come through stronger than cver.

It is not possibte to include in this review all our
missionaries and their respective Helds, bul we wiil
conclude with an extract from a recent letter from
Pastor and Mrs. J, Maclnnes, in British Guiana. Mr.
Macinnes writes: " Our services continue lo he
blessed of God. On Sunday night hve remained he-
hind to inguire the way of salvation and heaven
came down cur souls to greet. Three of these new
converts were in Elim for the first time, Our Supday
school numbers continue o rise ; our record attend-
ance is now 197, Our weekly prayer meeting con-
tinues 1o be a source of inspiration and blessing as
between seventy and eighty-five gather together to
pray. Reguests come in each week—sometimes
through the post. As a rule our time of prayer com-
mences with the giving of thanks for answered prayer
in our previous meeting.”

At this season of the vear wu
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YOUTH PAGE {(continucd)

* My reward is the pleasure of working among
children.” said a children’s librarian in answer to a
B.R.C. investigator. and those who work among chil-
drun understand what she mcant. Bernard Norris has
heen rupning one of his excellent film-strip crusades
n Brixton recently, and as he was shorl of a strong-
arm doorkeeper | went along. Prizes were being
awarded 1o children who brought other children who
had not atlended previous crusade meetings. One
ticket per mewcomer for the introdocer was lhe
ratio. In respanse to the invitation hands were raised
to claim tickets. | bhanded a ticket to one young
*madam " of nine and a bit. but sbe remonsirated.
I want five,” she demanded. “And why?™ asked I,
observing her saucy manner (but very attractive.
nevertbeless). ™ Where are those you have brought?™
Wilh a defiant toss of ber pretly little head. and
Aicking her hand over her shoulder in the direction
ol the back of the hall. she said: " The whole back
row.”

Yes. there were five in the back row—all hoys.
And what a sel! They were the only ones demand-
ing strong-arm action, but this little whipper-snapper
had gol them there—somehow!

i was glad to see that when the appcal was made
a1 the end of the week this Tittle girl was one of the
first to be on her feet, She ohvioosly possesses
natural pifts -gifts of persuasion. Pray for her. If
Christ should tarry. maybe she will be a mighty litile
weapon in His hig powerful hand.

* * *

| have never known as many people of my per-
sonal acquaintance affected by ‘Hu as hasg been my
experience this year. Many large public meetings in
London were greatiy reduced in numbers, and so it
was encouraging to find our Camberwell church
tilled to vapacity for the MNational Youth Raftly,

We are thinking of gifts 1oday. There was a great
array of gifts al Camberwell. Pastor Ken Matthew
was our gucst speaker. and his cvangelistic address
way one of the best | have heard, Five fine-looking
men walked to the front of the great church to sur-
render themsclves to Christ. Tt was a ihrilling sight.
The first onc of the five to come was a tall. strong-
looking man. but as he stood at the “allar ™ tears
streamed down his face. He had come to surrender
fiis talents 1o his Master.

Pierre van Woerden travelled 1,000 miles to be at
the National Youth Rally (some folk thought it too

far to travel sixty!). He thrilled the congregation with
his supcrb playing of the Hammond organ, which he
brought in his Dodge station wagon. T can still heuar
the wind whistling around those hills as the shepherd
searched for the 100th sheep. Pierre could be earning
huadreds of pounds with his talents, but instead he
has devoted himself with his gifts to the service of
Christ.

Everyone agreed that the opening arrested the
attention of all 21 the'rally. The Sparkbrook Choir,
under the able leadership of Mr. Billington, were re
sponsible for the grand entry. They have carned for
themsclves the title ™ Spark-lers!™ We are indebted
to themn for their excellent singing. enthusiastic sup-
port, charming manncr. and sacrificial service, They
came rcadily, and sang beautifully, and did it all
freely.

® # x

W are aimost at the ¢nd of the year. An vngage-
ment on my diary ol tong standing has arrived. |
visit England’s pheenix city—Coventry, Tt was a de-
lightful week-end packed full wilth activities, A
typical week-end for me: a youth workers' confer-
ence on Saturday afternoon ; a rally in the evening ;
Sunday morning. Communion : four Sunday schools
to visit in the space of one hour in the afiernoon :
an inspiring evangelistic service in the cvening to
concludc the day.

Four Sunday schools for one church, | was thrilled.
Of course. it means a lot of work. hard work. Thirty-
three members, mostly voung people, spread them-
selves around the ¢ity; some have 1o travel far,
which Teaves little time {or food and less lor relaxa-
tion. Each Sunday aifternoon 285% Coveniry children
dare taught the Word of God by this stalwart band.
Gifts usefully employed. and of eternal worth.

These branch schools are conducted in a dJday-
school building, a large house (the property of the
city authorities). and the home of a sister-member.
It was in the latter that o all began, and it so
Aourished. said Pastor lack MNewman, that other
premiscs had to be found in addition to the home-
Sunday-school.

What about your home? What about your gifts?

* * *

My tast story is right up to datc. Last Sunday |
visited Lhe Fastbourne campaign. and Pastor Ken
Matthew showed me one of the campaign love-gil
envelopes, Il had been sent in by litile Ruth. a six-
year-old (ot from Hastings. Her mummy had visited
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the campaign with a parly from Hastings and had
received an envelope to help meet the expenses of
the Eastbourne ¢ampaign, Little Ruth immediately
commandeered the envelope, emptied her money
box. and her little gift was the result,

What are you giving to vour
Christmas?

Master this

- * *

Do you use your gifts? You may not place much
importance on your talent. but that is a mistaken
allitude. It may appcar to you that the use of your
gt in isolation s of little value, but God's plan
embraces the use of thousands of so-called litile
gifts to make them mighty, Think of the thousands
of Elim youth spread around the British Isles, com-
hining their forces under one Commander. This is
the way to victory.

Don't throw away your gifts!

3 * *
FPostscript
This has just been retrieved rom the Editor's
mailbag so that I can pass oo the last story, QOver
100 members of the Elim Youth Movement went to
Austria on holiday this year. They visited many
places of interest, including refugee camps. One of
thase young people became so conscious of the
plight. spiritual as well as physical, of Lhese dis-
placed persons that she has now taken up nursing
with the intention of returning to Austria. not for
a holiday but as a Christian nurse.
1 gave My life for thee, What hast thou done
for Me?"”

YOU MADE THOSE BELLS RING (confinucd)

he went to Noweastle City Hall, In five weeks over
1,700 people had made public confession of need.
and rcports came in of wonderful healings, [t was
most fitting that Mr. Brewsler returned from this
greal success to the Conference. meeting in Bourne-
mouth, and more appropriate still that he should
arrive as the delegates were discussing the Evan-
gefiviie Report, A great welcome was given to brother
Brewster. and later that déy he convened one of
the largest evangelistic services ever hcld in the
Bournemouth Town Hall. It was good to hear from
the evangelist himself of what God was doing in

Newcastle. A church building has been acquired and
E. Harford contlinues as minister in charge.

Other campaigns conducted by our own party were
held in Kidderminster, where eighty converts decided
in eight days, and West Bromwich, where 300 con-
fessed openly in Lhree weeks. Al the time of going
to press we have just concluded the first week in
Eastboorne Town Hall. where already 130 have
decided for the Lord and where more healings have
taken place than in any previous campaign.

Many other campaigns have been held by our
minisiers and many hundreds of converls have been
won in the weekly Gospel servicc which is the great
evangelistic endeavour each Sunday in every Elim
Church.

May our shout of victory be also a herald of still
grealer campaigns lo come in 1958,

The writer wishes to acknowledge the help given
by H, W, Greenway, who so kindly made informa-
tion available from campaign files. If any campaign
has not been reporled the writer lenders apologies:
the omission is unintentional and due 10 lack of
information.
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IBRA RADIO

Radio Africa, Tangier
Listen to "“This is Life,” presented by the Elim Church
an this station
SHORT WAYE : 10.2, 26.5, 30.) metres
WEDMNESDAY, DECEMBER 25th, 1957
Programme ; 9.15 to 7.4%5 p.m.
Speaker : ). Craig Mennedy (Presidenc)

The programme also includes :
Londen Crusader Cheir

featuring :
O come, all ye Faithful,” " Hark! the herald-angels sing,”’ *" It
came ypen the midnighe clear,” "' Angels frem the realms of glory.”

" Room for Thea,” ™ The First Mowell,”

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1st, 1958
Programme ; 9,15 o 9.30 p.m,
Speaker ! ). Gardiner {Halifax ).
Subject : " They lost Jesus.'”
The pragramme alse includes :
Lendan Crusader Choir and Daris Bailey {soloist)
featuring :
"' Ritg the pells of Heaven ' and '* Jesus is calling ™'
Broadcast from che Elim Radio Studio, Londen.
Produced by Douglas B. Gray (announcer)

Friends wishing to join the JBRA Listeners’ Federation should writz

for full particelars. Meanwhile pray for the broadcasts and we

invite your fnancial help. Send your gifts and address all cor-

respondence to: Elim Radie Department, 20 Clarence Avenue,
Clapham Park. lLondon, 5.¥¥.4.
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COMING EVENTS

{Please pray for these services)

PRESIDENT'S ENGAGEMENTS
Dec  25.36, Ulster Temple Coavention: 27, Lurgan:
28, Bangor: 219, Armaugh 11 a.m., Portadown 7 p.m.:

b, Melbourpe Street.

GLASGOW. Dec. M -Jan. 5. Elim Church, Bullerbigains
Road. Mew Year Convention. Tues,, Walch-night Serviee 11,
Wed. 3.30 and 6.30 (lea pravided), Thurs. 7, Sat. 7.30, Sun.
Il and 6.30. Speakers; A. A. Biddle and R. R, Tay'or.

GREENOCK. Dec. Y —Jan. 5. Elim Church, Belvillc
Streel. Wew Year Convention, Sun. 11 and &.30, weck-nights
7.30. Speakers: C. J, Kingston and C. J. Watkins.

ILFORD. Jan. 4. Elim Church, Scrafton Road. Monthly
Rally, 7.30, Visit of Elim Bible College swudents.

LEYTON. Jan, 5, Eim Church, Vicarage Road. Visil ol
fom Hamblin {Warkers” Christinn Fellowship), 6.30. Can-
vener: Lo M. Kaipe.

LONDON, Dec. 28, Bridewell Hall, Ecclesion Slreet (near
Vicloriz Coach Stalion), S.W.1, Saturday Night Special. 7.
Guest speaker: Ron Jones {Bristoll. Singers: Louiza Beltrao
{South Ametican opera singery, LB.T.[. Quartet. Convener;
Fred. Coleman. At the pizpno: Geoff. Cooper. (Youtl: Ren-
dezvous follows from & to 9. Refreshment tickets 1/- obtain-
able from local pastor or Mational Youih Headguariers).

LONDON CRUSADER CHIOIR
{Durector of Music: Douglas B, Gray, F.R.5.A)

Dee. 29, Brixton prison: Jar. 4, Doliis Hill: 5, Broadmaonr
mn-tituton; 18, Epping.

CHRISTMAS CONVENTIONS

BELFAST. Dec. 2529, Ulster Temple, Ravenhill Road.
Christmas Day 1130 and 7. Boxing Day 11.30, 3 and 7.
27 and 28 8. 29 11.30 apd 7. Speakers: 1. Craig Kennedy
tPresident), Evangelist Glyn Thomas and Mr, John Harris.

EYANGELIST EDDIE SMITH'S TOUR
Jan. 4, U.GY. Rally, Reading: §, Reading; 11-26, Drif-

ficld: Feb, 1-23, Belfast {(Melbourne Street); Mar. 1-15,
illlymoney ;. 1629, Belfasl tApsley Sireet): Apro 1327,
Lishuin,
SUNNY BLUNDELL TOUR
Dec. 28—Jan. 2, Coleraine: 4-9, Railhfrilend: [1-16,

Bangor: 18-22, Armagh: 2530 Camberwell,
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COYER PICTURE. Wighc in che Iambing yard an the meadaws
above Leighs Priory. where the shepherd is keering watch over
his Aock. Arthur Rush, who isx ever 70, comes from a long line
of Essex shepherds, and began fearning from his father at an
early age. The candle fantern lighting the yard belonged to the

shepherd’s grandfather. The phatagraph iz ty Jobn Tarlron,

1958 FAMILY ALTAR {cowiinued)
Wednesday, Janoary Ist, Psaim 121 ; 1-8.

* The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil 7 iv. Th

What a wonderful promise with which to face this uncer-
tain year ! 1957 was an anxious year for the world, and 1958
appears dark and foreboding, yot the Lord has said He wilt
not leave us nor lorsake us. and when [le has been such
@orue and laichtul friend and goide we are assured that we
shall be safe in His keeping: there shall no evil befall us.
Hallelogah !

Thuersday, January Znd. Pssdm 122 2 1.9,

" Peace bo within thy walls ™ (v, 71

What a precious gift is peace ? Statesmen seek for il evory-
where, yet we cay have the peace of God im our heatts. Muy
God's blessed gift of peace be within the walls of your homes
Lthis year; may His peace mahe you strong in heart whatever
hetide. The tlcssing of Moses, the man of God, upan israel
15 my longing for vou ail: ~ The Lord lLift up His coun-
ienance wpon thee, and give thee peace.™

Friday, Janvary 3rd, Psalm 123 : 1.4,

“Unto Thee lift 1 oup mine eyes ™ tv. Bh

What an inspiring picture of 1the psalmist’s complete con-
lidence in God despite the scofling of the indifferent and the
contempl of Lthe proud ! As we testify for the Lord Jesus we
shall find indifference and pride in those o whom we speak,
et we must oot Bald tack Cor fear of ther mockery and
sneers, bup look up to God for Bis approval and His power.

Sumrday, January dth, Psalm 124 ; {-8.

= Blessed be the Lord ™ (v, &3,

David looked hiack across his life and suw how God had
so constantly prolected bim in times of dunger, and his hean
was illed with praise. As | look hack over my experience [,
toe, can see how God has cared for me and led me sulely
even in limes of deep distress. s this not the festimony ol
us all * Then let us join wogether to cry with our bearis:
* Blessed be the Lord ' Hallelujah ™








