This document was supplied for free educational purposes.
Unless it is in the public domain, it may not be sold for profit
or hosted on a webserver without the permission of the
copyright holder.

If you find it of help to you and would like to support the
ministry of Theology on the Web, please consider using the
links below:

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology

I. PATREON https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb

PayPal https://paypal.me/robbradshaw

A table of contents for The Earthen Vessel can be found here:

https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/articles_earthen-vessel_01.php


https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/articles_earthen-vessel_01.php
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb

“)""‘O"O 265¢ 1

v\p '0496 260.
(bcbwrtn Ay 1 Set ).

Ain 268 mstend of
2. wvengly no.

I8ca £V

Urcherd

1I3.9(. ¥%



THE

KARTHEN VESSEL,

Christian  Ternmd ;

FOR

1869.

YVOLUME XXV.

LONDON :
ROBERT BANKS, 30, LUDGATE HILL, AND STATIONERS’
HALL COURT, E.C.

1869,



CONTENTS.

What was in that Cup? 5,49, 71,
109, 137, 168y 204, 244, 277, 300,

336,
The Btate of the Gospel mestry
11, 40, 82, 147

Lights and Shadows of o Pastor’s
Life .

A New Year's Wish

In the Church of England, “and Out
of It 17,

Early Convictions of Sin, Establish-
ment in Grace, Entrance into the
Ministry, Confession of Faith,

etc., of Mr. Robert Young
Banks
New Books 25, 55, 88, 120, 156

183, 215, 277, 311, 341,
Abiding Assurance of Eternal Life
in Jesus ...
A Solemn Prov1dence .
It is the Lord : Let Him do what
Seemeth Him Good .
Sects and Heresles of the Ch.rlst:m.n
Church
No. 5.—Episcopalianism
Thomas Wilson’s Exposition of
Bible Words 53, 80
God’s Four Great Kingdoms
Christian ! Why Cast Down
The Rent Vail .
Tet Not Your Heart be Troubled. .

The late Edmund Greenfield in
Death

Mr. James Wells on the Confes-
sional

Persevera.nce.a.nd its Reward 101
Immortality
Eight Good Words sddressed to a

Ministering Brother
Like to Like
Peter’s Sword Unsheathed... .
Our Earthly House, and our Hea-
venly Home
Death of Mrs. John Bunynn
McCure ...

A Sabbath in London .

Walking Through the Va].ley of the
Shadow of Death .

A Leaf of Experience

Comfort to the Bevenved . .

Why are ye then Baptlzed for the
Dead . .

A Joyful Slght

Recognition of Mr. R. G. Edwards
at Islmgton . . .

There is His Symputhy

Consider Her Palaces ..

The Grove chapel, Comberwell

Tidings of Sorrow and of Joy, from
Mr. John Bunyan McCure

Death of Mr. Toomas Gunner ...

The Sixth of Hebrews Rightly Di-
vided 197,242, 274, 298,

The Progress of Dissent in Eppmg

365
176
14

117

373

37
39

43

46

341,
69
74
76
84

85

86
142
@ 107

114

116
122

133

141
153

152
165
166

167
173

177
180
181
181

185
186

298
199

That Sin of Sins, Self-Destruction
and other Temptations

The Last Illness and Death of Mrs.
John Bunyan McCure ...

Sudden Death of Pastor John Cor-
bitt

A Letter from Mrs "Corbitt, .

Mr. Corbitt's Death and Funeral ...

From Mr. Joseph Wilkins, Mr. Cor-
bitt's Son-in-law ..

Sketch of the Life of Mr.

Notes of Funeral Sermon .

Modern Arminianism

Alone with Jesus

A Letter from Suffolk

Jaazaniah, and the Chambers of
Imagery ...

A Patriarchal Plllar

Seven Precious Privileges Essentl—
alIy Connected with the Preach-
ing of Christ’s Gospel

My Call to the Ministry ...

Last Illness and Death of Mr.
James Newborn . .

Forgiveness...

Further News from Sydney

The Righteousness of God

Letters to the Editor

Brotherly Love ...

Jonah in the deeps...

A Pioneer in the Work ...

God was Manifest in the Flesh ..

A friendly and Faithful Letter {rom
Brother T. J. Messer ...

The Cry of the Christian church at
this Crisis

Our Fast- Smkmg Strict Bﬂ.ptlut
Churches ..

More Painful News from Sydney

Time Lets Nothing Stay

The Manifestation of Kternal Life

Our Twenty-Fifth Volume .

The New Destament Pentecostal
Union ..

Ldwin Thomas Holdlom ...

Lettess from the Heart

A Prayer for Unity

The late Pastor Fremlin ... .

Preaching the Word sccures Pros-
perity .

Gems Picked Up
in the Death of Caleb Mm tin ...

The End of the Righteous shall be
Peace .

The Lnbonous Llfo and the Blessed
lDelnth of the late Bwhop of Car-
isle

“Corbitt

Poetny:—

A New Year’'s Wish
Lines Written for the ‘Iew lear,
1869 . .



CONTENTS,

Neither do I Condemnn The 42
Precious Emotions... 75
Earnestly Desiring... 79
Praise to Sovercign Love ... 87
Divine Guidancs ... ... 106
The Husband to lns Hephzibah .. 108
Doectrinal Truths in Metrieal Ver-

sion, dedieated to Amaranth 155,

179, 214, 236, 279, 306, 335, 364
Onward (o the Rest ... 181
One Solemn Pledge 176
This is it ... 208
Sympathetic Praver ... 216
Lines on our Deceased brother

Newborn ... 270
The Fall of Babylon 294
Early Rising 297

Ciurcnes :—

Mr. John Bunyan McCure's Departurc for
Ausiralia, and hi- *Life and Travels,” 29: Let-
ter from Mr. John Bunysn MecCure on board
the ship *“Nineveh,” 30; The Twenty-filth an-
niversary of the Eaitor's miHnistry in London,
30; Suffolk, 31; Bristol, 33: Hoxton, 34; Tring
3¢: Ayiesbury. 317 Woolwiel. 35; North Brix-
ton Hull, »5; Mottingham, 35;

35; Sible Hedingham, 35; Ipswich, 35; Ring-
wood, !lants, 35; Hoxton, 35; Old Ford, 35
Notes of rhe Month, 36; Mr. Anderson’s Wel-
come a1 Deptford, 5.+ ; Our second Baptizing at
Nottingham, 60; A Glorious sight tn New
Ycar’s Eve, 60; Protestantism and lopery at
O1d Nrentford, 61; Mr. A. W, Kaye's Meeting
—Presentation Service, 62; Mr. Juho Bloom-
field not an Open Communionist, 63 ; Illness
of Mr. Ibberson, &3; ‘Dotes on Cou try
Churches, 64: Withington, 64; Fecognition
of Mr. J. C. Pike as Pa for of the Baptist
chapel, Commercial road, Londen, Jan. 5, 1869,
65; Low, 65 ; Puplar, 66; Clapham, 66; Har-
wich, 67: Wimbledon, 67; Stoke Newmngto:,
§7; O\d Ford, 67: Egerton Fos'al, 63; Swan-
bourn, 63; Kishopsgate, 68; B;‘l‘minglmmi [if. 53
Notes ot the Month. 69; The Villages of Zion,
91; Ordination of Mr. B. A. Lawrence, 92;
Called by Graee, 92 ; Recognition of Mr. George
BReynolds as Pastor ot Baptist church, Cave
Adullam. Btepney, 94 ; The sudbury Case, 95;
Caunses of Truth Reviewed, . Acket, 96 ;
Shoreditch, 97 ; Bristol, 97 : Suburban churches,
98 ; Staires, 98; llushicen, 98; Leatherhead, 98 ;
Barking road, 98, vagbro® heer ~hetlield. 98;
Walworth, 99; Regent street chapel, City road,
London. 99 ; Old Ford, 99; Notes ot the
Month, 99; News from John Bunyan McCure,
100; Mr. W. H. Ibberson’s re appearance at
Balem chape!, Soho, 125; lalston, 126; White-
stone. 127; Wood End Green, Hayes, Micddle-
sex, 127; Newbury, 127; Our Australia1 Mails,
128; Death of Mr. James Beeton, 129; Mr.
Kemp’s First Anniversazy at Poplar, 129 ; Not-
ting hill, 130 ; Notes of the Month, 131 ; ilow,
131; Hackney road. 131; The Venerable Mr.
Murrell, of 8t. Neot’s. Hunts, 132; Dacre Park,
132 :"City road. 132; Stowmarket, 132 : Norwich,
132; Burrey Taberpacle, Walworth, 137 ; *noiver-
sary services in V. Plaice’s chapel. at Sud-
b 57; Mr, John Corbitt's resigm;;.l(:jn at

ymoutin, 1:8; Hellections last Good Friday,
lm—Fa)v ut Bwavesey, Can-bs, 160;
Hayes, Middlesex. 160; Notting bill, 161;
Eaitorial Jealousv, 161; Bermondsev New
road, 162, Plaistow, 163 ; Down, near Bromley
Kent, 163; Stoke Newington, 163; Camden
Town, 163; Masboro’ pear Bheffield, 164 ; Ked-
inglon, Jod; Mendlesham’ 164; Hedingham,
164: Yeldlam, Bex, ; Peckham, 187;
Ordination services at B Ilingboro’, 187; Slow-
market, 188 ; Ar. G. Beynolgs's Report of Mr.

Pike's Ordination, 1386; Agerl Pilgrims’ Fiond
Socicty, Aununl Meeting, 189: Snlem chapel,
Meard's eourt Babbath schonls, 190; Hounslow,
100; Riplev, 191 ; Knockholt and Dry Diuyton,
191; @ i 2: Rehoboth, Sible ledingham,
192; Mr. Kershaw ar * Zonr.” 192; Step- ey, 1023
Newton Abbott, 193 Stratfor.i New Town, 193;
Waltham Ahbey193; Woolwich, 199; Rending,
194; Leatherhead, 194 ;. Liverpool, 191; Barns-
ley, 193; Egerton Tostal, 194; Rusheen, 194;
Old Ford, 194; Hampshire. 1v4; Plymonth,
194; &L?w_mlw Brighton, 143; Nexr-
glnndsey Ncw 1'n?dl. ﬂbh; Quading, 195; Rnsh-
en. 146 ; Notes of the Month, 1957 The Suffilk
and Norfolk Haptist Association, 217; Ply-
mouti, 922; Bow, 223; Stowmarket, 224 ; The
Cheltenham Churches, 225; The Churches at
Hollinwood, 225 ; Glemsfurd, 227; Hillingdon
heath, Middlesex, 227 Townhope, 227; Askety
Risboro’, Bucks, 2:8; Newpsrt, 228; TLi
23; Shoreditch, 228; Hornsey Rise, 22d4;
xeter, 228; Hillingdon he.th, Middle<ex,
252; Ministerial 3upport, 253 ;: A Pastor wanted.
in Surtton, Isle of Ely, 254; A Wo d for
Preachers of the Gospel. 255; Houbslow, 255;
Clapham, 256; Old Ford, 256; Aged Pilgrims'
New Asylum, 257; Mr. MeCure’s Voyage Home:
and His Wclcome Meeting, 257; Colchester,
253; Colnbruok, Bucks, 258; Stoke Newington,«
258 ; Stepney Green, 259; g 3
Hoxten, «39; Walworth, 259 Rushdm;._rsg_,
Plym uth, _25%: Reading, 259; Orpington,
Kent, 259; Notes of the ilnnth. 259 ; Jubilee-
of the Itaptist ¢church, Ryelane. Pccklhiam, 262 ;
Our Churches in the West of England, 85,
The Origin of the two Baptist Causes at.
Homertou, 286 ; Ministerial Support, 288;
Chatham, 289; Ware IHerts. 289; North Brix-
ton Hall. 289 ; Srsie Heﬁmglmm, 90 ; Efield
Highway, 280; Whitestone, 291; Wimbledon,
290; Old Tord, 290; Liverpool 29; Hackney
road, 290; Please take Care of Bim.291; Nos-
ton, 291; Frinchinfie:d, near Braintree. 291;
Enowl hill, 291 ; Swanbourne. 291; Notes of.
the Mooth, 292; Our ehurches in_the West,
314: The Hayes Tabernacle, 5I6; Services to:
recognise Mr. Plajce as pastor of Baptist chureh,
Whitestune. 3186 ; An Appenl to ihe Churches
of Christ ennnected with the body of Protest-
ant Dissenters devomipaterd 8trict Cominunion
Baptists, 819 ; Good News from Newport, Mon-
monthshire. 320-; Chapel Extension, 320 ; Tring,
321; Re-opening of the Surrey Tabernacle,
Londo~ Itinerant Baptist Ministers’ Association,
322, Mr. George ﬁe,\'nolds‘ Report of Mr.,
Pike's Ordination, 322; B.m'_\'_j.n_E.d.m.LmQtll,,
323; Colubrook, 323: A Treat for Aged Pil-
grims, 323; Golear, 323 ; Fownhope, 324 ; Old
TFord, 324; Chelsea, 324; Jesus Precjous in

" Death, 324; Wandsworth, 324 ; Salem chapel,

Boho, anniversary, and the Resignation of the
Pastor, 346 ; Harvest Festival Services nt Clap-
ham, 347 : Happy Harvest l1ome, 348: Brighton,
348 ; B_e%_f%‘g,ﬁiﬂ_; thristinn Work at Bethnal
Green, 319; Brouadstairs, 350; Wimbledon,
350 ; Our Churches in the West, 351 : South
Fackney, 352: Mr. John Bubynn MecCure's
Resignution, 353; Plymouth, 454; The New
Testament Pentecostal Union, 351; Sible Hed-
ingham, 355; Bermondsey New rvond, 366;
Bheffield, 356. The Strict aptist Church 1n
Nottingham,and Mr. E. J. Silverton’s pastorate,
375 ; Pecltham, 373 ; Shorediteir, 376 ; Baptizing
ina River in'November. 376; Mr, Joho Bunyan
MeCure in Queensland, 377 ; John FForeman at
Pe kham Rye. 378; Weighty Words from the
We-t, 379; City Road, 380; Notting Mill, 380;
Australia, 381 ; Bturry, near t‘anferbury, 38);
North Brixtoln hall. 381 ; 3(;2peni£g of Ne;v
Baptist chapel. “wavesey, ; r, 382;
Newcmtle-orr’l-'l‘yne. 382;’ Hoxtonﬁ%ﬁ?}%ﬁfx{
hall, 383 ; Sutton, Isle of Ely, 383: Waltham
Abbey, 383; Hackney, 383;88toke Newingtou,
383; 883

Tyustall, ﬂufj_g]h‘ Ilford, 263;¢
Gloucester, ; Notes of the Month, 324, -



THE

EARTHEN VESSEL,

D

Ohristian Becord.

Thhat was in that Qup?

A QUESTION TO BEGIN THE YEAR WITH.

JEBUS! what millions of our race,
Have been the trinmphs of Thy grace!
Yet millions more to THEE shall fly,
And on Thy sacrifice rely.

“ In the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is red.”—Psa. lxxv. 8.

That tree, that curse-empoisoned tree,
‘Which proved a bloody rack to Thee ;
Shall, in the noblest blessings, shoot ;
And we must live by its rich fruit.
“I have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling; even the dregs of the cup of my fury:
THOU SHALT NO MORE DRINK IT AGAIN.”—Isainh li. 22. .
JEsus! the curse, and death, were Thine,
‘With all the fioods of wrath divine!
To us, come glory, life, and bliss;
‘What love can be compared to this ?

" He said, Abba, Father, all things are Zz)ossz'ble unto thee; take away this cup from me :
nevertheless, not what I will, but what thou awilt,’—Matt. xiv. 36.

EADERS OF “THE EARTHEN VESSEL,” in commencing

the twenty-fifth volume of this work, we will leave behind, as

much as possible, all things merely accidental and temporal ; and come,

if the Lord will, to some of those things which are essential unto our
well-being for eternity.

“The Sufferings of Christ” make up the Great Corner Stone of
Safety to the whole election of grace. Let us, prayerfully, contemplate
THE COST—THE COMPLETENESS —and the CONSEQUENCES
of that salvation which recovers man from the fall ; regenerates the soul ;
justifies it by the righteousness of the Great Redeemer; gives it a right
unto the TREE OF LIFE; and a residence in the mansions of the
‘ Father's house” for ever and ever, amen.

In the consideration of the Sufferings of Christ, we find there is a
manifold EFFICIENCY on the part of the Lord Himself; while there is a

Vol. 2 xxv, B
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fearful deficiency on the part of multitudes whose profession of faith is
founded alone upon that One Offering. There is an efficiency in those
sufferings. 'What an amazing fulness is in that prophetic exclamation of
the Lord in Zechariah, ¢ Behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua *
UPON ONE STONE SHALL BE SEVEN EYES.”

The stone is the same as Jacob spake of, “from thence is the shep-
herd, the stone of Israel ;” the same revealed to Daniel, ¢ the stone cut
out of the mountain without hands ;" yea, it has the two extremes
attached to it. Referring to the humiliation of Christ, *thus saith the
Lord God, behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone,
a precious corner-stone; a sure foundation, he that believeth shall not
make haste ;” but, referring to the Saviour’s exaltation, it is said, ¢ the
stone which the builders refused, is become the HEAD-STONE of the
corner ; this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.”” Upon
this stone seven eyes are fixed; yes, really it is true, toward this one
stone all eyes are directed.

1. The eyes of God the Father are on this sacrificial foundation ;
for from thence comes THE FarHER's HoNoUr. His law by JEsus is
honoured. And in saving the church in His Son, every attribute doth
harmonise. Honour and Majesty now fill the Eternal New Covenant
Throne.

2. The eyes of Jesus are on His suffering, atoning, sacrifice ; from
thence comes His cLorY. But for that price He paid, He could have no
mediatorial glory. But now, He is “Glorious in holiness, fearful in
Praises, DOING WONDERs.”

3. The eyes of the essentially eternal Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, are
on this deeply engraven stone ; for from thence the Spir1T of God obtains
His authority. Hannah Dutton preached all the Gospel in those two
quaint lines—

4 The Spirit keeps election in His eye ;
And knows exactly for waom CHRIST DID die.”

In an opposite sense to the action of the destroying angel on the night
of Egyptian darkness doth the Holy Ghost work. Where the destroying
angel saw the blood, he passed over. In a mystical sense, every ran-
somed vessel of mercy is sprinkled with the blood of the antitypical
Paschal Lamb ; and where the Holy Spirit beholdeth the blood-marked
lintel of the soul, HE ENTERs 1N, takes of the things of CHRIsT, and
there He revealeth Him, and in that soul Christ, by the Spirit, is
formed, “ the hope of glory.”

4. The eyes of angels are on this sacrificial altar or stone; from
thence they derive their joy, *there is joy among the angels in heaven
over one sinner that repenteth.” Looking to Jesus, by faith in His
sufferings, is the source of true repentance; this brings the sinner home
to God ; and in this, angelic joy is found.

5. The eyes of ministers are on this once crucified, but now
ascended Saviour; and well do I know there is no subject so awfully
solemn, so deeply heart-rending, so full of power and of life-giving
grace, as that Paul describes in Heb. x. 10, “By the which will we are
sanctified, through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.””
Tt is mever ministerially well, only when the anointed ambassador of
Christ cap, in the continued and aggregate sense of the term, exclaim,
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“ We preach Christ crucified, nnto the Jews a stumbling-block, unto the
Greeks foolishness, but unto them which are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ, the power of God, and the wisdom of God.”

6. The eyes of all effectually called and saved sinners are on this
stone. When, by distressing terror, and soul-affrighted temptations,
regenerated spirits are driven in feeling far away from every sacred and
saving mercy, there comes a still small voice whispering within, * Look
unto ME, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth ; FOR I AM GOD;
and there is none else.” What that first “ Looking unto Jesus” is, I have
many times attempted to describe ;

But human tongues can never tell,
That look which saves our souls from hell.

But, by this look, streams of heavenly light are received into the soul ; in
His light, we behold light; the native darkness of the soulis passed away;
and although sin may- bring clouds over that soul, and Satan hurl hiy
fiery darts therein, still, *“ Looking unto Jesus,” is the Gospel direction ;
¢ Looking unto Jesus,” is the spiritual effort; “Looking unto Jesus,” is
the healing and delivering power of every living vessel of mercy intime,
and in eternity, we shall adoringly behold, and bless the glorious King of
Zion, the Father's perfect Son, and the church’s Head and Husband, in
anthems more sublime, in softly swelling thunders of praise more full
of harmony and of heavenly joy, than all the musical science of this
world ever can attain unto, though even the melody of the church on
earth is now ofttimes more affecting than our natural powers can endure.
Once more : —

7. The eyes of Satan himself are on this stone ; from thence arises
his torment ; and from thence shall finally come his overthrow. Sinners
having faith in the blood of the Lamb ; and saints having fellowship with
Christ in His sufferings, Satan never can finally or fatally deceive; of
them all, it is triumphantly said, “ They overcame him by the blood of
the Lamb ; and by the word of their testimony, and they loved not their
lives unto the death.” ¢ Upon one stone shall be seven eyes.” There
is an efficiency in the sufferings of the Lamb. Thereon to look with
a God-given faith, is eternal life indeed.

‘We are deficient respecting these sufferings in our ministry ; men
seldom enter the garden where the agony of the Redeemer’s soul sent a
bloody sweat through every pore of His Holy body. A few passing
references to His sorrows, is, for the most part, all you hear. Our
faith in those sufferings, and our seasons of fellowship with Him therein,
alas ! how feeble is the one; how few and far between the other. All
glory to the exalted Redeemer, though we preach Him not as we should
do, though we believe not, or love not, as we desire to do, yet He abideth
faithful. Hence, ere long, believer,

You shall behold with raptured view,
That glorious Friend that died for you;
He died to ransom, died to raise,
To realms of joy, and songs of praise.
What, then, was in that Cup? We may appear too melancholy for the
times we live in ; be it so; let it be ours, diligently to consider :—
From whence came the Sufferings of the ordained Lamb of God ?
Their completeness, and the consequences resulting therefrom.
The sources of the Redeemer’s Sufferings were many. Not without
much meaning did the Lord God Almighty, the Eternal Father, call
B 2
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the God-man, Mediator, A TRIED STONE. How large a discourse
might issue out of that one figure of speech which describeth Christ as
a tried stone! Herod tried to destroy Him as soon as He came into the
world. During the eighteen years which he passed, from twelve to
thirty, or near to it, no doubt, he was sovely tried by His low and des-
pised condition. That almost hidden part of His precious life, I think,
1s hinted at in the three sentences which Isajah seems to use as an argu-
ment why so few ¢ believed the report, and to fewer still was the arm of
the Lord revealed.” In Isaial’s triple sentence, is the biography of the
Redeemer’s life, wlhen, by the sweat of His brow, He did eat His bread.
“ He shall grow upas a tender plaut before Him.” TUnder His Father's
loving smile, and ever watcliful care, did Jesus grow up- into this incar-
nate life.

Ah'! think of one thing here if you can. When the church’s sin,
and guilt, and death, was actually made to meet upon Him, when the
sword did awake, and when it did smite “ihe man who was God’s Fellow,”
then the Father turned His face from Him, and this the blessed Re-
deemer realized perhaps with more sorrow than any other part of His
sufferings. Do you observe, in the garden of Gethsemane He had some
nearness to His Father. Matthew says twice in the garden He cried out
of His loving heart, ¢ O, my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me;"” again, “ 0, my Father, if this cup may not pass away from
me except I drink it, TEY WILL BE DONE.” In all His heart-rending
supplications in the garden there is the sacred softness of child-like
affection cleaving to His Father; and wrestling with Him in * strong
crying and tears ;” but on the cross, the sense of that holy and eternal
relationship sinks almost to the level of a hard despondency, when out
of the darkest and most dreadful agonies of His soul, He cried, ¢ My
Gop! My Gon! Why hast Trou forsaken me?’

Yes! there is a contrast to be drawn between His righteous life, and
Iis sacrificial death. As a tender plant, He grew up before Him, and
while working out our righteousness, while practically fulfilling and
magnifying His Father's holy law, while working, and walking, and

owing up in this world, in the highest sense, ‘holy, harmless, and
undefiled.” Not one frown from the hidings of His Father's face was
ever felt. This is clear from the sweet declarations He subsequently
made of the intimate oneness and close affinity between Himself and
His Father. Read these words of His:—

T do nothing of Myself; but as my Father HATH TAUGHT me, I
speak these things.”

¢ Y speak that which I HAVE SEEN WITH MY FaTHER.”

« As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father; and I
lay down my life for the sheep ; therefore doth my Fatner lov'e Me,” &e.

Think, dear reader, of thy Saviour's growth under His Father’s
tender care; but, what did the people think of this glorious Son of God?
To them, He was “as a root out of a dry ground ; there wus, to them,
no beauty in Him that they should desire Him.” His Godhead and His
glory were hidden. And so it is now with all men ; until it pleaseth God
to reveal His Son in the heart of the heaven-born, no man will truly
love Him. He was a trvied stone in the days of His humiliation.

Come one step further. There was a grandeur in the Saviour’s
inauguration into His public ministry that I have never seen fully
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delineated by any expositor yet, although I can believe thousands have
beheld his glory therein far beyond all I can comprehend or declare.

Stand, my soul, a moment, and pause here; call home, if you can,
my reader, all your powers of thought, and look at the sacred out-coming
of the Son of God to Hispublic life. Try and see in it those elements
of Divine power whereby every vessel of mercy cometh into the king-
dom of Christ in this Gospel dispensation. See in thy Saviour’s going
torth to His great work, THE ORDAINED FOOTSTEPS OF ALL THE RANSOMED
rrock. Try thyself, by the close examipation of those steps in which
the Saviour travelled when coming forth to His heaviest trials.

1, John, His forerunner, pointed Him out, and proclaimed Him.
The Holy Ghost saith, “John seeth-Jesus coming unto him.” This
is the essential preparative for the Gospel ministry. When my soul seeth
Jesus coming unto me in His word and by His Spirit, then, like John,
in my measure, I can say, and all men sent of God to bear witness can
say, “ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”
Lest thou shouldest fear, poor trembling soul, thou art not a vessel of
mercy, John was led to say, He ‘“taketh away the sin of the world ;”
and if thou dost hear of Him ; and if thy soul hath a window in it,
called “the eye of faith;” if thy looking at Him, draweth thee unto
Him, then, surely, thou art IN THE wav.

2. Jesus came to be baptized of John in Jordan. Most men make
light of this now-a-days; but, if thou hast seen the Lamb of God as
thy great Saviour and Leader, then follow HiM. Let the open-commu-
nionists say to thee what they may ; let the soft and sleek pretending
lovers of everybody try to beguile thee, as they will, one thing remem-
ber, when Jesus commissioned His apostles, He with authority said,
“ He that believeth (the Gospel of my salvation) and is baptized, shall
be saved.” That is an unalterable word to me. Let it be a word of counsel
to thee, my reader ; for it is impossible to avoid the conclusion which
Paul, by inference, arrives at, which is this, that none have rightly
“puT oN CHRIST,” but those who ‘“ have been BaPTIZED INTO CHRIST.”
Oh! ye precious souls, in the ferns, in the fens, in the floods, in the fires,
and almost overwhelmed in the fears of unbelief, let me lead thee to
consider three Scriptures besides the Master's great commission. Hear
what Paul and Jobhn do say. Open your eyes, unlock the doors of your
understandings, if ye can lift your souls to God in prayer; then, open
your New Testament on Gal. iii. 27, ““ As many"” (and no more, does he
not mean?) *‘as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ.”
That is, by faith, and by a public profession of Him in the ordinance
of baptism. Oh! ye hard-headed, and steel-hearted crecdsmen, who
sneer at this, and despise the baptism into water as an outward and
visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, I demand of you that ye be
careful, lest your hearts be found lacking of that love to Jesus which

.cheerfully obeys Him.

The second Scripture is in Romans vi. 3, “ Know ye not that so
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were laptized into His
death? Therefore, we are buried with Him by baptism into death,” &c.,
that is, into that ordinance which mystically represents both His death
and His resurrection too.

The third Scripture is Rev. iv. 4, “ These are they which follow
the Lamb whithersoever He gocth.,” The limits of my periodical prevent
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much enlargement. But, in considering the Saviour’s way into His Gos-
pel kingdom, and thine own way too, see '

. 3. “The Holy Ghost descended upon Him like a dove.,” That word
dove implies a loving, harmless creature to be preyed upon. Jesus was
now anointed to a suffering life; so I have fonnd it. Like a dove I
would be holy, harmless, pure, and useful ; and fly only in the service
of God. But oh! I have learned in soul-trouble, and in circumstantial
trials awful indeed, that

Our passage lies across the brink
Of many a threatening wave ;
Professors say we soon must sink,
But, JESUS LIVES TO SAVE.

If we are real followers, we shall have tribulation. But, ¢ Tribulation,”
as far as the Lord’s people are concerned, is but a transitory and time-
thing. To the finally impenitent, it is one of the four elements of their
eternally lost condition. Paul, in Romans ii. 9, says, *“ Unto them who
* * do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, iudignation and
wrath, TRIBULATION and ANGUISH, upon every soul of man that doeth
evil.” TUnto the child of God, the partaker of Divine grace, the honest
and earnest believer, tribulation is but for “ten days;’ it is only with
him while in the world; and even in his lowest state tribulation is but
a refining element ; it worketh patience; and patience (produceth a
genuine and essentially useful) experience; and experience hope ; and
hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in
the heart by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” As the New
Covenant Days-Man was led into the wilderness to be tempted of the
devil, that He might be “a merciful and a faithful High Priest in things
pertaining urto God,” so, many of the most devoted ambassadors for
Christ have been hurled hither and thither, that they might Be qualified
to carry out the marvellous injunction of Jude, when he says, “Of
some have compassion, making a difference, and others save with fear,
pulling them out of the fire,” &e. Two things are given unto us here,
“ Not only to believe on His name, but also to suffer for His sake.”
This is not all ; for—

4, As the Father proclaimed His good pleasure in His Son; so
will God acknowledge thee ; giving thee the Spirit of adoption, whereby
thou shalt ery, “ My Lord and my God.”

5. “Immediately the Spirit driveth Jesus into the wilderness to
he tempted of the devil.” And in this wilderness, temptations will
assail us.

I must break off here, by asking, have you tried Him ? have you
gone to Him? have you found Him} have you salvation by Him?
Then, God keep thee faithful unto death.

Having thus commenced another volume of this work, I ask of all
my friends, and of all my readers, their most earnest prayers for me that
my work may still be honoured of God, and as far as my readers can
assist me in spreading abroad this work, I beseech them to do so.
Suffering in the cause of Christ has been my portion for many years;
but to me, His mercy has been great; and in His Gospel kingdom, for
the comforting of some of His saints, I would yet urge the question
“ What was in that Cup?’ still desiring to be the church’s faithful
servant, CranLEs WATERS BaNKs.

3, Victoria Park road, South Hackney, Dec. 15, 1868.
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The State of the Goupel Hinistry,

% Triumphant Zion, lift thy head,
From dust and darkness, and the dead ;
Though humbled long, awake at length,
And gird thee with thy Saviour’s strength.
God from on high thy groans will hear;
His hand thy ruins shall repair;
Raised, and adorned by love divine,
Thy towers and battlemeats shall shine.”

'WE have before us The Baptist Almanack for 1869 and for 1868. The
last year's issue is now publishing by Robert Banks, of 30, Ludgate hill,
and is found of constant use as a book of reference to the ministers and
members of the different Baptist churches not only in London,
but throughout the provinces. We have commenced a comparison
between the lists of ministers for the two years; and we purpose to lay
the result of our comparisons before our readers, if spared. Churches
and ministers, are rapidly on the increase ; but where these churches are
sitnated ; and what these new ministers are the ministers of, are
questions often pressed upon us. We intend, for the convenience of the
many thousands who are either daily running into, or flying away from,
London, to describe as exactly as possible, the locality of each good
man’s chapel, and as correctly as we can, the line and the length of each
good man’s ministry ; so that when our enquiring correspondents, and
others come to London ; or, when Londoners go into the provinces, if they
previously consult THE EARTHEN VESSEL, they may glean therefrom,
some particulars of use to them in this respect. We cannot commence
that immediately. Appeals to us, touching the ministry of Mr. Spur-
geon, Mr. James Wells, Mr. B. B. Wale, Mr. Geo. Cooke, Mr. Lodge,
and a host of others, shall be attended to as soon as we have briefly
referred to some works now demanding notice.

As requésted, we have laid Mr. James Wells's ¢ Places of Honour,”
and “ The Last Vials,” side by side. Certainly they are as opposite as
expounders of the Holy Word can well be. We are not certain that
any good could result from a critical review. The editor of ¢ The Last
Vials" throws his sneers at the * spiritualizers” of the word very freely ;
while Mr. Wells is as determined as ever to reduce every prophecy in
the Old Testament, and every Patmos vision in the New, to a Gospel
and experimental meaning and termination. There are, at least, three
distinctly different classes of expositors, preachers, or commentators in
these times, the legalizers, the spiritualizers, and the literalizers. Beside
these, there is an imwense body of pulpit-occupiers, who have no
Biblical principle, no distinct line of thought, no power of exposition
whatever. If they are really sent by the Lorp, and we cannot be
wicked in using the if,” because we Do NoT know who sent them ; but
if they are sent of the Lord, we have thought they must either be
* fishers” or “hunters,” for, some of them fling their ministerial net
into such deep, dark, and mysterious waters, that but few can
understand them : while others no sooner read what they call a text,
than immediately they mount the unreined mule of their untamed minds
and without either bit or bridle, off they go, over hills of violent
harangues, and down into dens of unmeaning declamation, until tired
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out, they give up the chase, leaving many of the people in such con-
fusion that if you ask them what the text was, they cannot tell you ; if
you inquire after the subject, it is impossible to describe it ; and this
class of preachers to whom David would say, as to his servants he did
say, “ Tarry at Jericho until your beards be grown,"” is rapidly increasing.
Therefore, to find a writer, like the editor of ¢ The Last Vials,” who
has a most consecutive and systematic line of truth, or, to listen to a
preacler, like Mr. Wells, who turns every part of the word into a PRE-
SENT EXPERIMENTAL FEAST for those who are now living in Jerusalem,
is, indeed, a rather rare man to meet with, As regards all that may
come after the Gospel dispensation, Mr. James Wells follows the ex-
hortation of the Lord, when speaking upon another subject, the Great
Master said, ‘ Take no thought for the morrow, for the morrow shall
take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof.” Mr. James Wells can see there is so much “evil” in the world,
so much error in the professing church, so much of hunger and thirst
among the people of God in these times, that he seems to say, “ I cannot
spare any part of the Bible for the morrow of the millennial ages, or
after dispensations. I cannot even stop to take thought for them. The
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour JEsus CHRIST to me is everything. To
feed the flock of slaughter is the great work of my life, and nothing shall
ever tempt me to believe that in this world there will ever come any
other, or any better dispensation than the Gospel is, therefore, Gideon-
like, seeing there are so many Midianites trying to steal away the truth
from God’s Israel, “I will take my stand by the side of the wine-press;
and here I will thrash out all the wheat I can for the election of grace !”
Thus, we think, speaketh, and thus worketh, the minister of the New Surrey
Tabernacle; and although, when we read in Mr. Wells's sermons that
¢ the thousand years spoken of ” in the Revelation, “ means the whole of
the New Testament dispensation,” wedo not feel quite happy, still, wher
immediately after this, we see him like a heavy-laden harvestman, taking
the whole load of Scripture down to the ¢ wine-press,” and there thrash-
it ALL out into an experimental meaning, we cannot be angry. How
he can possibly say some things he does say respecting the prophetic and
the visionary parts of the Word of God, often staggers us; but, then,
he would say, that is because we are blind ; and therefore cannot see so
clearly into things as he does. Ifthat beso, all we can say for onrselvesis,
“Pity the poor blind !” for, to be blind to the heavenly and spiritual
meaning of the Word of God is a most pitiable plight indeed. It is
our happiness to know, that as regards all the essential matters of salva-
tion we are not blind. ¢ The Sun of Righteousness” himself did arise,
and shine into our heart, near forty years since. Wesaw ‘“ THE KING
in His beauty ;" we saw the glorious SoN oF Gob in all His eternity ;
in His majesty, and Almighty dignity; we saw Hiu as the perfect
embodiment, as the really faithful exponent, as the anti-typical fulfiller
of Abraham’s prophetic declaration, when to his Isaac he said, “ My
son, GOD will provide HIMSELF a lamb.” For very many years,
(dark, and full of dreadful disappointments, as our pathway has been,
cast upon the shores of desolation, like a ship-wrecked mariner, as oft-
times our lot has appeared ; still, for years and years,) our faith in Jesus
has been firm, our love to His person, work, and kingdom, has been, at
times, vehement ; and in our earnest contention to extend the knowledge
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of His truth, we give place to no man. The day of the Lord alone can
unfold the meaning of the mysterious clouds which frequently dash to
atoms all the PRESENT comforts, and time-prospects of many who cling
to the Saviour with an undying moPE.

Only as preparatory to a notice of ¢ The State of the Gospel Min-
istry,” we give a few fragments at present.

1. Mg. Henry HANKS'S large quarto photographic-portrait, is all
his best friends could wish, He iy sitting in his chair, at his study-table ;
his hand is in his Bible ; but, it is partly closed, and his mind is deeply-
wrapped in thought. His large head is fully developed ; his face is
entire, in his countenance is a serious gravity, while all the features of
the man of God, the minister of the Gospel, are distinct and unmistak-
able. The ministerial life has not been quite so unruffled as that,
perhaps, of the venerable Geo. Moyle, and others we might name ; yet,
how tenderly, and carefully, has the Lord dealt with this truthful servant
of his! In the royal road of moral and of Gospel uprightness, divine
grace has preserved him, and although he has not been without the
chastising hand sometimes heavy upon him, it has never failed to
render him ten times more useful and successful in his ministry than he
was before. He must say, with the first man in the same regiment,
“The things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto THE
FURTHERANCE OF THE GOSPEL ;” yea, we can never think of him, but
the inward feeling will exclaim, ¢ Happy Henry Hanks, how favoured
of the Lord, thou hast ever been !” Before us is a note he wrote to a
friend. In it he says:—

Plumstead, S.E.

“Come February, I shall have been out of ¢Carmel’ six years ; and
they have been the happiest of all my years in Woolwich. While T
have lamented the circumstances that necessitated the step, I have never
for a single moment regretted the taking it. I am happy to say that
during the long interval, my breast has never known a desire to return
again to it. Between myself and the men that I have now officially
about me, neither word nor look awry has passed. We are well attended,
mostly crowded on the Lord’s-day evening. With regard to members,
and congregation too, we number considerably more than any other of
the causes of our own faith and order in the town.”

That iv a beautful confirmation of our testimony he is a happy man
indeed, and in his ministry, as safe as he is sound.

2. * Evenixg BY EvEning,” by C. H. Spurgeon, to be had of Pass-
more and Alabaster. Many of Mr. Spurgeon’s works, sermons, &c., are
sent to us for notice. A long review of them is begun, when it will
appear, we know not; but the following leaf we give as an earnest of
the whole, which, some day, will appear.

As we read these pages which make up the evening’s meditations,
we could not repress the exclamation, ‘this man writes of CHRIST as
though he knew Him, believed in Him, walked with Him, loved Him,
and desired to commend Him to the hearts of all poor tempted souls.
Not only so, but there is not one doctrine or divine principle which forms
the essential basis of salvation, but what is plainly expressed in these
contemplations, and expressed, too, with all the zeal and confidence of
one well-established in grace. ‘Whatever mistakes any of us may some-

c
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times think he has made, whatever erroneous assertions he may some-
titnes appear to advance, one thing is surely clear, he “ holdeth the head,”
even CHRIsT, and from Him alone doth he draw forth the richness of all
spiritual life, and on Him alone doth he hang all the glory of the
church’s salvation. This proves him an heir of God, and a joint-heir
with Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Not only in London, but in the provinces, we are looking into the
real state of our churches, with a view to shew, among other things, the
places where a missionary effort might, we think, be put forth. A friend
says, in St. Jolhn's parish there ave 17,000 inhabitants, and not a Baptist
chapel among them. [tis true, Unicorn yard chapel is not far off from
St. John’s ; but the chapel is nearly empty. Pastor Bewick is a sound
preacher ; but his ministry does not prosper as regards obtaining a con-
gregation. We should not wish him to resign his pastorate, if he hears
his Master’s voice saying, ¢ Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's
good pleasure to give you THIS kingdom ;" still, if Mr. Bewick is happy,
and fully persuaded he is right in holding the pastorate, we wish some
friend would ask him to allow special services to be holden there occa-
sionally. *Unicorn yard chapel, Southwark,” is a time-honoured, and
God-honoured place of worship. It really should be a large central
Particular Baptist Tabernacle, from whence, with the Lord’s blessing,
there might go forth many missionary spirits, many evangelical efforts
which to that densely populated neighbourhood might be useful. We
mourn over the calamities which caused us to leave a spot so sacred.
‘We had spent nearly twenty years in the ministry in that borough of
Southwark ; and we should be thankful to see the Gospel of the grace of
God flourish there in the conversion of sinners, in the unity of saints,
and in the spread of Gospel truth.

Fights oy Shudolos of & Pustor’s Hife.

(Continued from page 335.)

I RELATED in my last how the Lord met with me in His grace, and how
He brought me back in His providence to Londen, (a place which I had
left but a few weeks before, determined not to return to it, at least for
some years), and in what a remarkable way He appeared and provided
for me there. As soon as we had settled in London, I went to hear the
leading and most populal ministers among the Independents and Open-
Communion Baptists, B , L—, H y N. H——, &c. I had
felt an intellectual pleasure in listening to these men in days gone by,
and now that my eyes were spiritually enlightened, 1 anticipated listen-
ing to them with greater pleasure still. Never was disappointment
greater, or more perplexing; I could’nt understand it; their sermons
were as clever and intellectual as ever; germinant thoughts and
principles sparkled in them, like the dewdrops of an antumn morning in
the light of the rising sun. But they brought me no light, comfort, or
satisfaction ; they never seemed to touch my case; I wanted something
not to be found in their sermons, but what that something was I knew
not ; they seemed to me to have been born dead, and brought up in the
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valley of dry bones. Now let my reader remember that I am not say-
ing a word against these gentlemen ; but simply describing what their
ministry was to me. I was seeking bread, and they gave me a stone; I
was an hungered and they fed e not; in prison, and they visited me
not ; naked, and they clothed me not; in a word they did not minister
unto me. Wearied with my long and unsuccessful search after the
bread of life, and for a ministry which could feed my soul, I was brought
for a time to a stand still; but in the month of February, 1856, I
bethought me one day, that when a child, I had been taken with my
parents to hear a minister named David Denham at a place called Uni-
corn yard, Tooley street. I determined to find it out, and go on the next
Lord’s-day. I went. The preacher was C. W. Banks. I took a seat
in the gallery, and sat and listened to the sermon with unspeakable
delight, weeping, rejoicing, blessing and praising God. Ihad found that
which I had long sought, but sought in vain ; and on leaving the chapel
I said to myself:

Here may I find a settled rest,
‘While others go and come;

No more a stranger or a guest,
But like a child at home.

Circumstances, however, prevented for a time the realisation of my wish.
Living in the neighbourhood of Kennington, I could not always get to
the chapel, so that some months elapsed before I joined the church, which
I did in January 1857, and my dear wife was baptized and joined the
church at the same time. While living in the neighbourhood of Ken-
nington, and some months prior to joining the church at Unicorn yard,
I saw an advertisement in THE EARTHEN VESSeL to the effect that some
few friends were desirous of forming a Strict Communion Baptist
church, and fitting up a room for the worship of God in or near Ken-
nington, and soliciting help from any persons who felt kindly disposed
towards the work. It being with me then a ¢ time of love,” anxious
and delighted to do something for the cause of God, I at once responded
to the appeal. I received a letter from the advertiser, making an ap-
pointment to see him at the house of one of the friends referred to in
the advertisement. I went, accompanied with my wife ; the only other
persons present were Mr. — , the advertiser, and the old gentleman
and his wife, in whose house we had met. The intended preacher in
the room about to be opened was the advertiser, Mr. — The old
gentlemen himself was so lame that he could only get out occasionally, and
when he did, he went to hear Mr. Wells, not being able (in a spiritual
sense) to hear Mr. —-——, and the oldg entleman’s wife being exceedingly
deaf, could’nt hear Mr: literally. I offered to contribute £4 per
quarter towards the expenses, and Mr. — was to be the preacher.
The voom was found, and Mr. — asked me if he might take it in
my name? I gave him permission, and I agreed to pay 7s. per week for
it ; forms, fittings, and gas, cost me £4 more. The room was kept open
for nearly six months, but the same Learers never made their appearance
twice. During that time I bore the whole of the expense, besides paying
the old couple to whom I have referred 2s. per week to clean out
the room. At the expiration of that period, I declined to incur any
other further expense, and the room was closed. I should state that
once or twice during Mr — ’s absence, I spoke to the people myself
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on the Lord’s-day ; it was therefore in that room that I first opened my
mouth in the name of the Lovd. Not till after the closing of the room
did I learn from Mr. Banks that Mr. ——— had succeeded in preaching
two other places empty previous to my meeting with him. °

It was early in the summer of 1856, that I received a note from Mr.
Banks, late on a Friday evening, to ask me to preach for him on the next
Lord’s-day. This, however, 1 positively declined to do ; first, becanse 1
was not in the habit of preaching, and next, because I felt a diffidence
in going to preach to his people when they were expecting him. But
on the next day, (Saturday,) he sent me a still more pressing invitation,
and refused to take a denial. I went, and preached twice, and my soul
was filled with the unction of the Spivit. Then for the first time did
I come into contact with dear Elijjah Packer; our souls were knit to-
gether from that very day, for we both enjoyed the Lord's presence in
the sanctuary, and I have often held sweet communion with him since.
The last time I saw him Wwas about seven or eight months since, a very
short time before his departure to the Father’s house, when I was preach-
ing in Trinity chapel, Borough.

A NEW YEAR’S WISH.

TeLL me no more of earthly joys,

Of sinful pleasures, carnal toys;
The things I loved before.

Let me but see my Saviour’s face,

And feel His soul-reviving grace,
And I desire no more.

Tell me no more of ease or health,

Of pomp and pleasure, or of wealth :
For these have all their snares.

Let me but feel my sins forgiven,

And knows myself an heir of heaven,
And I'll not envy theirs.

Tell me no more of lofty towers,

Delightful gardens, fragrant bowers,
For these are trifling things.

A little cot, if Christ be there,

A splendid palace will appear,
Graced by the King of kings.

Tell me no more of crowded guests,

Of rich attire, and sumptuous feasts,
Extravagance and waste.

My little table richly spread,

Though but with water, herbs, and bread,
‘When Jesus is my guest.

Give me the Bible in my hand,
A heart to read and understand,
And faith and peace in God.
I’d sit at home from day to day,
And urge no company to stay,
Nor wish to rove abroad,

But converse with the Lord.

Dee. 18, 1868. L. D.
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g the el of Englond, and Gut of 3t

[WRITTEN EXPRESSLY FOR “ THE EARTHEN VESSEL.”]

Dear Mr. Banks,—Ibp our last we saw our tried friends sitting by the
waters of Babylon mourning the loss of their sanctuary privileges,
sometimes well nigh overwhelmed with the angry waves of trouble and
despair which beat against their breast; then again were they enabled
to take comnfort in the * exceeding great and precious promises” of a
covenant keeping God, and they determined to give Him no rest until
He made Jerusalem a praise in the earth. They continued regularly
their meetings for prayer, with occasional supplies in the pulpit. I met
with them at their week night services, but still continued to attend
church on the Sabbath, very undecided as to the path of duty, until one
' Sabbath evening my minister preached a sermon on “ Universal Re-
demption.” This sermon led me to think more seriously upon that
subject than I had ever done before. I did not feel quite satistied upon
this point until I repaired again ‘‘to the law and the testimony,” but
I need not tell you, that I found nothing in the Word of God in favour
of universal redemption Perhaps my thanks are due to those friends
who have manifested so much pity for me, since I have imbibed these
so-called dangerous notions, but it would be well for such to follow the
example of the “noble Bereans,” and ¢ search the Scriptures daily to
see if these things are so.” Whenever I come in contact with such
persons, I invariably find that they sernpulously avoid those parts of the
Word of God which have reference to the subject in hand. They do not
understand it, neither do they wish; they will talk freely of the mercy
of God, but the sovereignty of God is offensive to their ears. They
do not, and will not understand it. They will not allow the Lord of
heaven and earth the same privilege which they claim for themselves,
_namely, to do as He will with his own. If the Saviour by his death
redeemed the whole world, then a large number of the redeemed are
already suffering the torments of hell ; and can we suppose it possible
that there are redeemed souls in hell ? If so, where is my own security ?
for even if my soul is redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, I am
as liable as others to be eternally lost. If the blood of Christ is insuffi-
cient for others, it is insufficient for me. The promises of God and the
blood of atonement are either of little value; my hope cannot be the
anchor of the soul, for the Saviour's words are not to be relied on; He
says, His sheep “shall never perish.” These would-be-wise people say,
“But they do perish, He died to redeem all, but they are not all
saved.” How can they indulge the hope of everlasting life for them-
selves, seeing that so many of Christ’s redeemed ones are already lost?
‘What need have we all to pray, * Open thou mine eyes, that [ may
bebold wondrous things out of thy law.” The Psalmist says, “The
redemption of the soul is precious,” but it appears to me that the loss
of a part of the redeemed world quite does away with the preciousness
«of redemption.
We read that the Saviour is to * see of the travail of His soul and
be satisfied,” but can he be satisfied to see a large number of those he
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died to save, consigned for ever to the bottomless pit? Dear Sir, I am a
weak and erring mortal, pray do not let me send forth to the world
anything which is erroneous, but my humble opinion is, that the Father
would never lay so much unnecessary suffering upon His well-beloved
Son as the iniquities of those whom the Father knew would be finally
lost. Was it for these that those great drops of blood burst through the
pores of his skin? Was it for these that the dreadful, ¢ Father, if it
possible,” burst from his sacred lips? Was it for these that he had to
bear the loss of His Father’s presence which forced from Him that
bitter, that heartrending cry, “My God, My God, why hast Thou
forsaken me?’ 'Was it for these His tender heart was rent and drained
of the last drop of His most precious blood, while the agony He endured
caused Him to cry with a loud voice, and give up the ghost? Surely
that blocd was too precious to be spilt so recklessly for those who would
never be benefited by it. If redemption is universal, then a large
portion of the Word of God must be worthless. Those promises which
have hitherto bheen the unfailing support of the believer are not to be
relied on ; T trust I may say that there have been seasons when I have
been able to realize a sense of Jesus’ love to me ; that He died for me,
that His blood was shed for the redemption of my soul, and that conse-
quently I shall be saved with an everlasting salvation. But if redemption
is universal, where is my hope? Have we not every day proof that a
part of the world are lost; and none har so little reason to hope for a
share in the benefits of redemptirn as myself. It is indeed a subject
upon which I tremble to write. To say anything upon so grand and so
glorious a scheme as the redemption of the soul, is a task to which I am
not equal, but there are those who frequently pain and annoy me by their
desire to cavil with me on these points, and I wish I could make them
understand that I thirnk it more than useless to cavil with any one who
does not believe every part of the inspired Word of God, but only believe
those parts which favour their own shallow views. They tellme I have
nothing to do with the doctrines of the Bibie; it is not necessary to
trouble myself about them. What, nothing to do with the doctrines,
when the Holy Ghost has told me by the mouth of His servants of old,
that “ All Seripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for instruction in righteousness ¥’ If it is not
necessary to study the doctrines of the Bible, I wonder what makes any
part of the Bible necessary ! The Arminian will tell us that he rests
upon the atonement of Christ for the salvation of his soul ; at the same
time he will say, “O do not trouble ahout the doctrines, we have
nothing to do with them.” How they puzzle mel They are resting
their soul upon one of the chief doctrines and yet pretend to cast the
doctrines aside altogether. O, this prejudice; I have read somewhere,
that “ It binds reason in chains, and when prejudice shuts its eyes
against the truth, it is in vain that its brightest rays shine upon our
mind.” But T must go on to say that after being painfully exercised in
my mind for several months, the before mentioned sermon on universal
redemption quite decided me, becanse I could not find it proved by
Scripture, and with a degree of satisfaction I bid farewell to the church
that night.

We continued to have occasional supplies at the chapel, and though
our numbhers were pmall, we continued to increase a little, and April



Jan. 1, 1869. AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 19

22ud, 1867, the church was formed by our present minister of only
three members, myself and two others. Our minister has been settled
over us about a year, during that time we have gradually, though
slowly, increased, and we see signs of spiritual life amongst us. There
seems to be a slight shaking among the dry bones, and although they do
not rise up an “ exceeding great army,” yet one after another comes for-
ward to comfort the heart of our minister, and encourage the prayers
of his people. At the last ordinance, the encouraging little number of
eleven united together to partake of the memorials of a Saviour’s dying
love. The largest number of these are from other churches, but we
hope soon to be able to say our number is more than doubled. When
we look back over the past year, we find our expectations have been
more than realized, and we have proved the truth of the promise, «“I
will never leave thee, I will never forsake thee.” We have the satisfac-
tion of seeing that our minister is not only well received, but that his
labours are not in vain in the Lord. If we have not great talent, we
have the essence of truth, and I hope and belicve we shall soon be able
to say, “ The time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the
turtle is heard in our land.” Under all our discouragements we have
tried to realize that the “ Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.” We have
trusted in His promises, and He will not so disgrace the throne ot his
glory as to suffer His waiting people to be put to confusion.

“ Great God, the work is all Thine own,
Thine be the praises too ;
Let every heart and every tongue,
. Give Thee the glory due.”
Billingboro'. MaRrIE.

EARLY CONVICTIONS OF SIN; ESTABLISHMENT IN
GRACE, ENTRANCE INTO THE MINISTRY,

CONFESSION OF FAITH, Erc.,
OF MR. ROBERT YOUNG BANKS.

| There are many things connected withtho following article which have caused us to read
it with very peculiar interest. The minister whose settlement is here recorded is owr
own heloved brother. Unto his soul, in our happy days, the Lord did bless our ministry,
although circumstances have led him to cover all that over in ambiguous termas. Still,
the facts remain the same, aud we rejoice to know that ono so naturally timid, so
honestly modest, so fearful to tuke one wrong step, has been so carefully aud continu-
ouely led on into a post of real usefulnessin Zion. How our revered mother would
joyfully weep over this record, were slie on earth to read it. The following testimony
of God's grace is simple, savoury, and solemnly sacred in every part.—ED. ]

SERVICES in connexion with the recognition of Mr. R. Y. Banks as pastor of
the Particular Baptist Church, meeting for worship at Egerton Fostal, Kent,
were holden on Monday, Oct. 5th, 1868. In the afternoon service, Mr. E.
‘Whittaker gave out

O thou the hope of Isrnel’s host,
Their s‘rength, their helper, and their boast,

then read Ephesians iv., and offered prayer.
Mr. Banks gave out 429th hymn :(—

Shout, for the blessed Jesus reigns,

Through distant lands His triumphs spread,
And sinners freed from endless pains,

Own Him their Saviour and their head.



20 THE EARTHEN VESSEL, Jan. 1, 1869.

Mr. Whittaker stated the nature of a Gospel Church.

Ist. That it was not a mere building composed of stone or mortar, or the
lofty tower, or the spacious edifice of man’s building.

" 2nd. But it was composed of godly men and women, who lave been
pricked in the heart, and born again of the Spirit of God.

3rd. The Church of Christ observed two standing ordinances of the
New Testament ; Believer’s Baptism by immersion, and the ordinance of
the Lord’s Supper. :

Mr. Whittaker asked Mr. Banks to give some account of his Call by
Divine grace. He stated that his conviction of the nature, practice, and
guilt of sin was in the old Wesleyan chapel in his native town of Aslh-
ford, Kent; the struggle between the flesh and the spirit, and the many
allurements of the world, were ever striving. for the mastery over
him. That he was aroused from a slumbering state when passing the
Marlborough inn on his way to the school conducted by Mr. Tappendon, by
the words,

And am I born to die,
To lay this body down?
And must this trembling spirit fly
Unto a world unknown ?
This continued for some years. About the year 1834, in the city of Can-
terbury, after much anxiety of soul, and struggling against the ordinance of
baptism, and rebellion against the doctrine of God’s electing love in the
choice of His people, Mr, Banks was led to write to his own brother Charles,
the pastor of the baptized church meeting in Iron Bar lane, Canterbury, and
proposed to him the question put by the Eunuch to Philip, ‘ What doth
hinder me to be baptized ” Receiving a favourable reply, he gave in his
experience before the church and received the ordinance of Believer’s Bap-
tism at the hands of Mr. W. G. Lewis, of Chatham, in St. John’s chapel,
Northgate, Canterbury, Sunday, Nov. 24th, 1839, in company with ten
other brethren and sisters in the faith. But for some few years after this,
his soul was often tossed to and fro between doubts, fears, and hopes
respecting his safety in Christ Jesus, and he earnestly coveted thatblessedness
spoken of by the apostle when he says, ‘‘Itis a good thing that the heart
be established with grace.” About thistime the anniversary services of Zion
chapel, Brabourn, were to be holden, and he, in company with a dear brother
and sister, went, but in much darkness of soul. In the afternoon service
there was nothing from which Le could gather a gleam of hope that all was
right for him, and in this state he entered the chapel for the evening service,
but as the pastor of the church was giving out the hymn,
He saw me ruined in the fall,
Yet loved me notwithstanding all,

he tried to sing with others the words, but could not as he feared they did
not apply o him. In this state of mind, he sat to hear the minister who
was to preach, and no sooner did he give out his text, Psalm xxvii. 8, ¢‘ When
thou said’st, seek ye My face, my heart said unto ThLee, Thy face, Lord, will I
seek,” than he found his heart rivetted, both to the Word of God, aud His
servant the preacher. And that text, and the discourse itself was for him,
establishing his soul in the Word, and making him to dance for very joy of
heart.

Being asked to state his call to the ministry, Mr. Banks said that what
he bas felt to be this call, has arisen from two concurrent circumstances, the
first was that of his own mind, or an internal movement of his soul to this
work. Although this was of a private nature, his mind being more or less
led to meditate much upon the word, he was frequently writing upon many
passages, not for the perusal of others, as he believed no one had ever seen
them. Two or three of them were the following : the ninety-seventh
Psalm, first verse, * The Lord reigneth ;” the prophet Malachi, 3rd chapter,
-¢“Who shall abide the day of His coming, and who shall stand when He
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appeareth, for He is like the refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap;” and the
words of Christ, ‘‘ Those whom Thou hast given Me, shall come unto Me,
and him that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cest out.” These and other
portions of the word were continually moving him forward to this great
work. Then, in connection with this, was that which was moving him of an
outward character. - Some brethren with whom he stood connected
in church fellowship, having been appointed with two others to read sermons
before the congregation in the absence of a minister, he was frequently led
to leave the sermon and speak from an overflowing of the word 1n his own
soul to the people ; this would often bring forth a request from them to
speak to them, and abandon the sermon reading, but a felt secnse of the
magnitude of the work, together with his own inmability, kept him from
taking so solemn a step.

On May 23rd, 1853, he was appointed by the church meeting at Zoar
chapel, Canterbury, first, especially, as a visitor of the sick, with a view to
their spiritual and temporal good ; second, to officiate at the Lord’s rable
on the first Sabbath in the month, in the absence of a minister ; and third,
that he should be requested again to take his turn with two other brethren
in reading sermons before the congregation. To each of these propositions
there was a unanimnous wish of the church ; and taking this with many other
tokens in the same direction, as coming not only from the church, but from
the Lord, as indicative of a call to a post of usefulness, in the vineyard of
the kingdom of grace ; he thought it would be no matter of surprise to any
when he told them that these circumstances had created in his mind a deep
anxiety concerning the minisiry of the word of life. A memorandum
written at the time of the above, will shew this:—‘ O Lord, thou alone
knoweth thy dust, his unfitness for any office in thy church, or among thy
chosen family, buthe trusts it is Thou, and Thou alone that has ordered this
matter. Oh come, Thou great searcher, and bless me indeed, that my soul
may be watered from heaven, and that Thy worm might never be allowed
to take a step contrary to Thy will, or be a cause of offence amongst Thy
saints.”

Mr. Whittaker then asked Mr. Banks to state the circumstances which
brought him before the notice of the church at Egerton, to which he replied,
that his first visit to Egerton was on Good Friday, April 6th, 1860. Having
been invited by Mr. Kingsford to spend the day with him, and his brother,
8. J. Banks, who were engaged to preach anniversary sermons for that day,
in the evening of that day, Mr. Banks stated he was asked to give a short
address at the public meeting held in the evening, and which address was
received favourably, and it would appear made a deep impression on the minds
of several old standing Christians present. He left that meeting under the
impression that in the sermons preached to the people there had been a marked
<consistency and truth in agreement with the word of God, and that the day
had been both pleasant and profitable, but without the least idea of ever
occupying the pulpit as a minister of the everlasting Gospel. He lieard no
more of the people until the beginning of October of the same year, when
Mr. Kingsford asked him to take his place at Egerton on Oct. 7th, 1860, but
feeling, as I did and ever had, the deep and solemn office, aud my own felt
unfitness for such a work, that I blushed with shame at my oft-repeated
cowardice, and I said I would try. I went down, and for the first time took
a text with a view to preach to the people; that word was the fifty-ninth
<hapter of Isaiah, 16th verse, ‘“And He saw that there was no man, and
wondered that there was no intercessor, therefore his arm brought salvation
unto him, and his righteousness sustained him.” In the afternoou of the
same day, he spoke from Luke ix. 66, ‘‘ For the Son of man is not come
to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.” )

A memorandum written at the time will show something of his
mind : he writes, «“I trust I cap say, without presuming, the Lord did
greatly help me though in much weakness, and with much imperfection to
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speak His word to the people. The Lord was merciful to me, and O may
He bless it to some poor worm that it may redound to His glory. The
Lord knows I resisted it until I was ashamed of myself ; and when pressed
again, I felt I dared not say no ; T trusted Him, and He helped me, and
delivered me from all my fears; bless His name for ever and ever ; perfect
thy strength, O Lord, in iny weakness.” On Nov. 18th and 25th of the same
year, he was invited to preach again, and in December, and following month
of January, February, etc., but on April, 7th, 1861, when supplying them
Mr. Jessy Buss, a deacon, informed him that the church had unanimously
invited him to supply the pulpit every alternate Sunday until the following
October ; the door being thus opened for him, he felt he dared not refuse,
and from that time till now, he had served the church with but few ex-
ceptions, with much weakness and many fears. On May 17th, of the pre-
sent year, I was asked by my esteemed friend and brother, Moses Cappins, if
I should object to take the oversight of the church, who said he believed it
was the unanimous wish of each ; I said if the church met upon the
question, and it was their united desire, I would answer the question.
On the 21st of June I was informed that the church had met, and that there
was not a dissentient voice ; feeling therefore, that, although quite insuffi-
cient in my-elf for so solemn a post, yet that my hope and helper was
the God, the mighty God of Jacob, and knowing that the door then
opened, was not opened by myself, but had in the most unexpected way
been opened for me ; seeing this, who and what am I that I should resist ?
lest haply I should be found to fight against God.

Mr. Whittaker then asked Mr. Banks what was the nature of the
ministry he intended to preach; when he produced some articles of faith
which he had compiled in connection with other brethren, and which had
been approved and passed by the church meeting for worship at Zoar
chapel, Canterbury, in the year 1850. These articles of faith were the
same he had preached in the past, and he had no other to preach in the
future, believing, as he did, that they were founded on the unerring Word
of God.

1. That all the Scriptures of God, both in the Old and New Testaments,
are the only rule of faith and practice of the believer. 2 Tim, iii. 15, 16;
2 Peter i. 20, 21 ; Isa. viii. 20.

2. That there is but one living and true God, eternal, unchangeable,
infinitely wise, everywhere present, almighty, self-existent, invisible and
incomprehensible ; and that there are three distinet, co-equal, undivided per-
sons in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Deut. vi. 4;
1 Tim. vi. 16 ; Mal. iii. 6 ; Jer. xxiii. 24.

3. That before the world was formed, God did elect a certain number of
persons unto everlasting salvation whom He did predestinate to the adoption
of children by Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of His will.
That God did make a covenant of Grace with His Son Jesus Christ on the
behalf of His chosen people wherein the Saviour was appointed, and all
blessings temporal as well as spiritual, settled upon them, that their persons,
grace and glory were put into the hand of Christ, and made His special
care and charge.—Eph. i. 3, 4,5, 6,7 ; Rom. viii. 32; Gal. iv. 4, b.

4. That God created Adam the earthly head, or parent, or representative
of the whole human race in His own image and likeness, upright, innocent,
and holy, capable of loving and serving Him. But he sinning, all his pos-
terity sinned in him, fell, and came short of the glory of God, the guilt of
whose sin is imputed, man’s nature became corrupt, and in this state exposed
the whole to eternal death, being in one common fall, children of wrath,
from which there can be no deliverance but by Jesus Christ, the second
Adam, the Lord from heaven.

5. That the Lord Jesus Christ having engaged to become the surety of
Hie people, did in the fulness of time really assume flesh and blood, was
born into the world, was made under the law, in all points like unto His
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brethren (yet without ein), in which nature He suffered and died as their
substitute, and for them made ample satisfaction for their sins (past present
and to come) which the law and justice of God could require, as well as to
open a way for the communication of all blessings needed by them, both
temporal and spiritual. Rom. ix. 5 ; Prov. viii. 22, 23 ; 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6 ; Gal.
iv. 4,5; 1 Cor. xv. 3; Isa. xlii. 21; Matt. vii. 32, 33 ; Heb. vii. 14—16.

6. That the redemption obtained by Christ is special and particular,
designed for His elect people, whom the Father put into His hands, and
who alone will share the special and particular blessings of it. Rom. xi. 5, 6,
7 ; Isa. lxv. 9. .

7. That the justification of God’s people is a sovereign act of Jehovah
towards those whom He has chosen in Christ Jesus, and that it is only by
the righteousness of Christ imputed, they can stand before God faultless
through the shedding of His blood, according to the riches of His grace,
and not by any works of the creature. Isa. xlv. 24, 25; Rom. iii. 20, to
the end.

8. That the work of conversion and Divine faith is not an act of man’s
free will and power, but of the Almighty and efficacious grace of God. 1 Pet.
i. 3—23; Phil. ii. 13.

9. That all who are chosen by the Father, redeemed by the Son, and
sanctified by the Spirit, shall certainly persevere so that not one of them
shall ever perish, but shall possess everlasting life, teaching them to live
soberly in this present evil world. Job xvii. 9; Jer. xxxii. 40; Phil i. 6.

10. That there will be a resurrection of the just and the unjust, that
Christ will come a second time to judge the quick and dead ; to receive the
former into everlasting life, and banish the latter from his presence. Acts
xxiv. 15, and xvii. 31; 1 Thess. iv. 16; John v. 28, 29.

11. That there are two principal ordinances to be observed by the church

till Christ’s second coming, viz., Baptism Ly immersion, and the Lord’s
Supper. And that those only are to be admitted into communion with the
church who upon a profession of their faith in Christ have been baptized in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Matt. iii.
13, 14, 15, 16, and xxviii. 19, 20; 1 Cor. xi. 23, 24, 25, 26.
12, That the preaching of the Gospel, public prayer of the saints in the
name of Jesus, and the public singing of psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs
unto the Lord, are ordinanccs of the Gospel, designed by God fur the
comfort and edification of his people. 1 Cor. xiv.; Eph. v. 19, 20; Col.
iii. 15, 16 ; Phil. iv. 6.

After this our brother Stephen Weeks read a paper, confirming Mr.
Banks’s statment of his first connection with the Egerton cause, adding, that
the Lord had blessed his labours, since he had been amongst them. For
although we cannot boast of a very large outpouring of the Spirit, yet there
are some who can bear witness that the Word he has spoken has been brought
home with power unto their salvation, and others have been fed under his
ministry from Sabbath to Sabbath. Two have been added by baptism, and
the church which was before scattered and divided was now assuming a more
united spirit. And we believe that no one can say that Mr. Banks has not
been a faithful servant to the church in spiritual things, and likewise in our
temporal matters ; for when he first came, we were £30 in debt. which was
paid off in four or five years. Mr. Banks then proposed that if the church
would authorize him, he would collect monies, in order to build a vestry to the
chapel (the greater part of which he collected, and the vestry was built and paid
for, costing about £51,) in about two years. He has now undertaken to raise
subscriptions in order to refloor and new seat the chapel, and for a fence m
the front of it. And we believe the union that has been formed between
the church and Mr. Banks, and which we meet this day thus publicly to
recognize, is not founded upon fancy but upon principle; and our prayer and
desire is that the Lord will ever keep him from error in every shape, and
that the Lord would long spare him to labour amongst us, and bless the
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same for His name and mercy’s sake, amen. Signed on behalf of the church,
STeEPHENY HookER, Deacon ; STEPHEN WEEKRS, Member.

Mr. Whittaker then asked the members of the church publicly to
Tatify their choice by standing up and holding up the right hand, which being
done, another hymn was sung, and this very interesting and solemn service
closed by prayer. After which the church and many other friends, together
with the children of the Sunday school, sat down to tea, and seemed
thoroughly to enjoy the social cup. The service in the evening commenced
at six o’clock, and Mr. Whittaker preached to tho pastor, church, and
congregation, taking for his text Heb. xiii. 22, ¢“ And I beseech you, brethren,
suffer the word of exhortation,” founding his remarks on the first five
verses of 2 Timothy, iv. And evidently felt in addressing each, the
very solemn work unto which he had put his hand, and enforced the very
deep responsibility into which both pastor and church had entered that day,
the one especially to preach the word both in season and out of season, and
the other to pray for, and watch over, and care for their pastor. The
nieeting was concluded by singing and prayer; and after this was sung by
<he congregation standing, that beautiful and appropriate hymn :—

All hail the power of Jesu’s name,
Ye angel’s prostrate fall ;
Bring*forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all.
We certainly felt it good to be there, and believe many sympathized
with us in this feeling.
ONE WHO WAS THERE AND A LOVER OF ZION.

LINES WRITTEN FOR THE NEW YEAR, 1869.

AWAXE, my soul, thy powers employ,
In grateful praise and holy joy,
Before thy Father’s throne appear,
And bless Him for the new born year.

This new born year to thee is given,

To show how near thou art to heaven ;
Then onward wing thy gladsome way,
To meet that brighter, better day.

The dark and gloomy past has fled,
And numbers now among the dead ;
Why, O my soul, its flight deplore ?
To thee that past is now no more.

No more its trials, pains, and tears,

No more its dangers, or its fears;

No more that past shall be the foe,

To bind thee down to things below.

From earth break forth, my soul, and rise,

To yonder home above the skies;

Time, rolling time, but brings it near,

With each revolving new born year.

Then forward press, and joyful sing,

Jehovah is my Guide and King;

With Him my friend, what can I fear,

Through all the dangers of the yeari

What though the year should prove my last !

What though my skies be overcast!

What though stern death to me be given!

My next new year will be in heaven !
Manchester, December, 1868, WiLLIAM STOKES.
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NEW BOOKS.
MR. JAMES GRANT'S NEW
WORK.
(Third Notice.)

The Religious Tendencies of the
Times ; or, How to Deal with the
Deadly Errors, and Dangerous Delu-
sions of the Day. By James Grant,
Author of ““God s Love,” ‘“Our
Heavenly Home,” *¢ Seasons of Soli-
tude,” &c. William Macintosh.

Although we devoted two separate
reviews in a previous number to this
new work of Mr. James Grant’s, we
were so profoundly impressed with
its importance that we promised
to recur to it. The work is already
creating a great sensation. We un-
derstand that several of the most dis-
tinguished divines of the day,both in
the Church of England and among
the Dissenters, have written to the
author, stating that they were abso-
lutely appalled at the revelations
made in his work respecting the fear-
ful errors which prevail in quarters
bearing the evangelical name. Some
eminent ministers of the Gospel, both
in town and country, have, we are
informed, written to Mr, Grant, an-
nouncing their intention to bring the
work prominently before their con-
gregations in their pulpit ministra-
tions. On the other hand, we are
informed, from an equally reliable
source, that the book has already
produced the greatest consternation
among those who most largely hold,
and, through pulpit and press, most
zealously teach ¢‘ the deadly errors ”
which Mr. Grant exposes and de-
nounces. Of this fact we are as-
sured Mr. Grant will, ere long, fur-
nish remarkable proofs. 8o far the
author is only realising what he was
fully prepared to expect. Mr. Grant
devotes more than a hundred pages
of his book, out of, including the
preface, the 650 of which it con-
tains, to a variety of topics embraced
under the gemeral head of ¢The
Existing Crisis in Religion: Our
Dangers and our Duties.” It is
demonstrated in this part of
the volume, by proofs which
cannot be controverted, that the
pulpits of the land at this moment
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swarm with preachers, who preach
God-dishonouring and soul-destroy-
ing errors to an extent and in a
variety of form which are truly appal-
ling.

But we have not space to advert
in detail to the soul-saddening
aspect of religion at the present
day. Neither have we room in our
present number to give extracts from
the body of Mr. Grant's book. At
present we simply content ourselves
with the conclusion of Mr. Grant’s
preface. ‘‘I will only add,” he says,
‘‘that, in writiog this volume, I have
done so with a full knowledge of the
unfavourable reception it is sure to
meet with in many quarters. Iis
publication will be followed by the
loss of personal friends, with whom
I have been on terms of intimacy for
many years. But I have felt that
were I to be silent, or to shrink from
the explicit and emphatic expression
of my convictions in such a crisis as
the present in the religion of Christ,
I'should justly be subject to the same
condemnation for unfaithfuluess to
the cause of my Lord and Master,
which the Bible pronounces upon all
those who are charged with that
great.and grievous sin. I have been
constrained by the irresistible claims
and imperative commands of con-
acience, to adopt tlie course I have
done. Time with me is fast passing
away,—a fact which special circum-
stances have profoundly impressed on
my mind just as I was bringing my
work to aclose. 1 feel, therefore, that
Ishould have lamentably failed in my
duty toGod and to my fellow-men, if I
had longer delayed to raise my voice
against the ‘DrapLy ERRORS AND
Dancerous DELUSIONS OF THE Day.’
In doing that to the best of my abil-
ity, 1 have calmly and carefully
counted the cost, and am fully pre-
pared for the consequences, what-
ever they may be. My task is done.
I leave the work in the hands of
God, not for a moment doubting
that, if it has been written in accord-
ance with his word, it will be accomn-
panied by manifest tokens of his
approval and blessing.”

The nature of Mr. Grant’s new
work will be inferred from the fol-
lowing list of its principal contents :—



26 THE EARTHEN VESSEL,

1. The Doctrine of Annihilation.

2. The Universalist System of
TFaith.

3. The Duration of Future Pun-
ishments.

4. The Preaching of the Present
Day.

5. The
gion.

6. Our Dangers and our Duties.

There are, at least, three features
of thorough usefulness in this last
issue from Mr. James Graunt’s pen : —
(1.) lts comprehensiveness. We have
scarcely an author of any note,
ancient or modern, who has been
instrumental in the introduction of
any of the ¢‘ deadly errors ” referred
to, that is not brought forward in
this book ; and those very words are
faithfully quoted wherein the teach-
ers of these erroneous sentiments
have poured forth their poison. “I
should think,” said a leading gentle-
man in the country, who was study-
ing the work now under notice,
‘¢ that Mr. Grant has swallowed, di-
gested, and become perfectly ac-
quainted with the whole of the con-
troversial library of the last few
centuries.” This is correct ; from the
mysterious dens of Biblical perver-
sion Mr. Grant has dragged the
deluded writers, and out of their
own mouths he has judged them. In
the balances of the sanctuary he has
weighed them ; and, to a scriptural
demonstration, proved them false
witnesses in those great things which
concern the character aud the
government of the Creator, and the
condition and the destiny of the
whole race of fallen humanity.

(2.) Asecond feature of usefulness
is found in the Expositions of import-
ant portions of the word of God, with
which this book abounds. And (3.)
Mr. Grant’s quotations from the
Word of God respecting Infant Sal-
vation, Eternal Punishment, and
the work of the ministry, with his
easy, plain powerful, and intelligent
comments thereon, give a value to
this book which is beyond all price.
Its tendency to solemnize the mind
by its proofs and illustrations of the
awfulness of that man’s condition
who lives and dies in his sin, has
kindled in us a labuuring desire to

Existing Crisis in Reli-
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read the work, or to have it read in
the midst of multitudes of people;
and in different parts where oppor-
tunity has been given, we have given
notices of, and read out extracts
from its immense armoury of Scrip-
tural artillery, levelled against the
deadly errors of the day. We have
long feared that the essays called
Gospel sermons in this day are so
drugged with carnal opiates, and so
fatally glossed over with the smooth
and flesh-pleasing philosophies of
modern inventions, that the true
and the terrible nature and conse-
quences of sin, the inexpressible
agonies and pain of the Son of God
in redeeming men from sin, and the
heavy distress of that man’s soul,
who, by the Spirit of God, is led
into the experience of the publican
who stood afar off, through fear, who
hung down his head for shame, smote
upon his breast, being by sin and
self condemned by a just and holy
God, and yet withal, having a ray of
hope as faith discovered to him the
propitiatory sacrifice, he cried, * God
be merciful to me a sinner ;” we have
long feared that the almost general
ignoring of these essential branches
of the Gospel minisfry, have ren-
dered that ministry soul-deceiving
instead of it being instrumentally,
soul-saving. Mr., James Grant has
has done all a man could well do to
awaken ministers and people to a
sense of the perils to which we are
all exposed. Let us by prayer to
God, and. by persevering -efforts
among men, supplement this much-
needed enterprise.

We write, as in the sight of a just
and holy God, when we say this tes-
timony by Mr. Grant comes to us,
instrumentally, in the same spirit,
with the same words, and to the
same end as did the epistle to the
angel of the Church of Pergamos,
‘“These things saith He which hath
the sharp sword with two edges; I
know thy works,” &e. ‘“ButI have
a few things against thee, &c.,” ¢ Re-
pent, or else I will come unto thee
quickly ; and will fight against them
with the sword of my mouth.”

Every faithful Protestant in these
days is hereby called upon to use his
influence in endeavouring to awaken
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the professed heralds of the Gospel
to a sense of their danger, and of
the delusions wherewith they are
deluding the people. All who read
this work with the same astonish-
ment and grief it has produced in
us, will not fail to help to give it
a world-wide circulation. We will
simply add, in conclusion, that one
of the most excellent clergymen in
London, said with great emo-
tion, a few wecks ago to a friend
in returning Mr. Grant’s book after
reading it:— ‘‘I thank God from
my heart, that there are such men
as Mr. Grant, who are equal to the
occasion, and who are raised up to
write down the God-dishonouring
errors of our times.”

A Letter to Dr. Manning, by “A
Working Man,” and published by
Messrs. Nichols & Sons, in Long
Acre, is a tract which ought to be
scattered broadcast ; but, the United
Kingdowm is now in the hands of a
party who will sooner hail the Pope
than contend earnestly for the faith
once delivered to the saints. To
write against Rome’s persecutions
while the tools of the Papacy are
being lifted into power by the same
hands, is a blind zeal we cannot com-
prehend.

A splendid volume (beautifully
adapted for a New Year’s Christian
gift book) entitled, The Christian
Leaders of the Last Century; or Eng-
land a Hundred Years Ago, by Rev.
J. C. Ryle, has just been issued by
Messra. T. Nelson & Sons, of Pater-
noster row. Every page sparkles
with incident, facts, and historic
Teminisences, so happily produced by
thestrongand honest pen of Mr. Ryle,
that to all Christian people, it must
be a pleasant book indeed. We have
1t under careful review.

The Road to Rome, via Oxford, or
Ritualism Identical with Romanism,
by the Rev. J. A. Wylie, LL.D.,is a
three hundred page book, bound in
neat cloth, and printed in good style.
Published by S. W. Partridge & Co.,
at the book saloon, 9, Paternoster
row. In twenty-four chapters, Dr,
Wylie has discussed many points of
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vital importance, exposing errors and
expounding truths in such a spirit of
Christian zeal, with such clearness,
and accompanied by so much of
Biblical and collateral illustration and
evidence, as to warrant the assertion
that it is a text-book for all faithful
Protestant witnesses at this crisis of
marvellous and dangerous revolu-
tions. Our readers will hear more of
this valuable work next month.

The late Mr. Elijah Packer’s Mem-
orial. We are thankful this little
work is acceptable. One friend says :
I have sent stamps for memoirs of
the late Elijah Packer, many thanks
to you for sending it. In reading it
my soul has been much blessed. [t
brought to my mind many pleasing
recollections of the happy seasons 1
I had enjoyed at Crosby row chapel,
under your ministry ; as well as the
fellowship and sweet communion I
have often had with the departed.
Hoping it will have a large circula-
tion, and be made a blessing to the
people of God, with kind love, I am,
yours affectionately, T. WALKER.

Surrey Tabernacle Pulpit.

‘We have a long uncorrected essay
on some gangrene who oozed out
bitter invectives on THE EARTHEN
VEsser, and of a builder's ¢“silent
sermon,” which ends with a trite
finale that Mr. James Wells is a very
‘“ extreme preacher.” Asregards THE
EarTHEN VESSEL it simply stands on
its own merits. In these days of high
ambition, every pulpit man desires to
be an editor, and to have his own
paper or periodical. Those who can-
not succeed bark at those who do.
Thousands upon thousands have read
TeE EArRTHEN VESSEL, and found it
useful. They still support it, and, as
it will be our aim to fill its pages with
truthful, experimental, and denomi-
national matter, we hope to be ac-
ceptable to the scattered sheep of the
flock of slaughter. The Churches of
our faith and order are rising up in all
directions. Our ministers are multi-
plying, and although our divisions
are many, our people in the aggregate
are growing into a large army. Our
one chief aim has been to furnish the
people with purely experimental and
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essentially truthful expositions. In
this enterprise we have not failed.
Dry wire-drawn essays shall never
have a place in our pages while we
hold the editorial helm. Original
heaven-born gushings forth of the
DLruised and broken heart will find
their way into other hearts, and oft-
times prove a blessing. Our prayer
is that the Omnipotent arm of the
Almighty may yetlift us up to honour,
set our feet in a large place, and make
us ten thousand times more useful
than we ever yet have been. If every
one now living who hasreceived good
from our labour would put forth the
feeblest effort, the great end we desire
might soon be reached. God grant
that it may. Amen. Asregards Mr.
James Wells being an ‘‘extreme
preacher,” when we heard that on
Sunday, December 20, 1868, he col-
lected 1n his New Tabernacle nearly
one hundred pounds for the poor of
his church ; when we recollected his
people and himself, with a few country
friends, collected in about twelve
months nearly fifteen hundred pounds
for Mr. John Bunyan McCure; when
we looked at the fact that during the
last six or seven years his people
have contributed to the cause of
Christ for building, ministerial, and
charitable purposes not less (we think
more) than TweNTy THOUSAND
Pouxps, we certainly concluded
that Mr. Wells’s ministry has the

‘‘extreme” influence of producing

from his people more real, practical,
and earnest fruit than can be seen in
any other Strict Baptist cause in the
whole world. We alone are responsi-
ble for this assertion. We believe it
cannot be denied. We thank God
and take courage ; and although hard
labours and heavy trials fall to us
daily, we know ‘‘the Judge of all
the earth shall do right.” Beneath
his chastening hand we bow. Until
he shall command our deliverance
we would patiently wait, and in the
dissemination of God’s truth may
our last days be employed. Under
the mysterious developments of a
Divine Providence may those last
days, like Job’s, be our best, in the
highest sense. So most devoutly
prays Tre EpItor.
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Prophetic Warning.—Referring to
an advertisement in this month, we
are requested to say, we know Mr.
James Angus, and believe him to be
honestly and zealously affected with
a desire to arouse the slumber-
ing churches in Christendom to a
due sense of the present eventful
crisis.

The Earthen Vessel volume for
1868, bound in suitable and sub-
stantial cloth containing nearly 400
pages, price 3s. is, we think, a cheap
and interesting volume.

Old Jonathan’s volume for 1868, is
a grand portfolio of tales, pictures,
and useful reading of the class so
well suited for families.

The Cobbler How Book Society. The
complete MS. of the first work of
this society has been prepared by the
honorary secretary. Prospectuses
will speedily be in the hands of the
corresponding secretary, Miss Alice
Tyler, Whitestone House, Withing-
ton, Hereford.

The Gardener’s Magazine shews how
easily our cities and towns might be
rendered beautiful and healthful, by
being interspersed with gardens,
shrubberies, trees, and Howers.
Shirley Hibberd, Esq., the editor, is
himself evidently a thoronghly happy
man, and, as a consequence, he is
always aiming to make everybody
happy too. This desert would soon
blossom as the rose, if we had a few
more Shirley Hibberds. His Gardi--
ner’s Magazine is a most pleasant and
useful paper.

When Mr. Mitson once sets his
hand to an undertaking, we look
upon it as half completed. In unison
with Mr. Butt, and some others, they
sent our brother M‘Cure on his way
rejoicing. They have issued his life ;
and now to complete the matter, we
have the farewell sermon delivered
by Mr. M‘Cure in the Surrey Taber-
nacle, on the eve before his depar-
ture : its perusal will be pleasing and
profitable to many. We wish we
could get Mr. Mitson to take up a
case that lies dear to us.
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@ur Chunches, Ouy YPastoys, and Guy Paople.

MR. JOHN BUNYAN McCURE'S DE-
PARTUREFOR AUSTRALIA; AND
HIS “LIFE AND TRAVELS.”

Tuc best Protestant daily paper in the
metropolis, (Tke Morning Advertiser)
gave the following notice of Mr. Bunyan
McCure's farewell :

# Mr. McCure preached his farewell
sermon to a congregation of over 2,000
persons at the Surrey Tabernacle, on
Surday evening, Nov. 29th. The words
chosen by the preacher were taken from
Psalm iv. 22, ‘ Cast thy burden upon the
Lord, and He shall sustain thee; He
shall never suffer the righteous to be
moved.” The speaker, after reviewing
the text in a two-fold way—(1) as to the
spiritual burden, and (2) as to worldly
burdens—entered somewhat into his po-
sition as a minister of the Gospel who
was about to leave England. He said
that in Australia he had travelled 16,000
miles, preaching and lecturing in the
hope of getting his chapel in Sydney
free from debt; but after going those
many miles, he had to return to his

eople ashamed, for he had obtained no
Eelp. A strong impression was made on
his mind to come to England, his mother
country, to ask the chiurches for help. On
the 19th October, 1867, hae came, asking
for £1,000, and now he had obtained it.
Surely he had great cause for thankful-
ness. In conclusion, MeCure told his
hearers he could not enter minutely into
which is termed s *farewell sermon,’ as
he could not trust his feelings. He
should not forget his farewell meeting,
and ull he had to say was, he should leave
the East India Docks on Monday morning
Nov. 30th, in the ship ‘Nineveh.! He
had often seen the ‘Nineveh' in Austra-
lia, and he hoped to set it there again.

“On the Monday morning, a large
number of persons assembled at the
East India Dock to bid adieu to Mr.
McCure, Several ministers, including,
C. W, Banks, R. G. Edwardas, W. Sack,
and others, went over the * Nineveh,” and
viewed Mr. McCure’s cabin which is in
every respect, a most comfortable and
commodious saloon.

“The ship left the docks during the
day with the good wishes of many thou-
sands,”

'We hope fresh sea breezes, the warm
climate into which by this time he has
entered, and the voyage altogether, will

be the means of bracing up Mr. McCure’s
nervous system, and of fitting him for the
great work he will have to enter upon in
Sydney. The last twelvemonths' travel-
ling, leeturing, preaching, and exciting
meetings, have been enough to try the
strength of the strongest of men; but
John Bunyan McCure has fully proved
the truth of Jeremiah’s condoling sentence,
“Tt is good for a man to bear the yoke in
his youth.” His life bas been omne of
incessant trial, toil, and persevering en-
terprize, and most wonderfully has he
been sustained, helped, and delivered.
The scene in the East India Docks on
the morniog of his departure was most
interesting. We walked among the
groups of ladies and gentlemen who had
left home, business, and everything else,
to see this successful pleader in his ship,
in his cabin, and, it may be, for the last
time. Every train brought in additional
numbersof these sympathising friends. In
the midst of these we saw that first-class
Particular Baptist deacon, Mr. Mioton,
of Mr. Hazelton's church ; also that heart-
of-onk-veteran, deacon of the New Surrey
Taberuacle, Evan Edwards; Mr. James
Wells's son Ezra; Mr. and Mrs. Carr;
and a host of Mr. Wells's members and
hearers. But, if there was one more
zealous and industrious than the rest
among the crowds, and on deck, and in
the cabin, it was that excellent representa-
tive of Christian charity, Mr. Mitson,
whose co-operation in bringing Mr.
MecCure's struggle to a triumphent issue,
most admirably led on as it has
been by Mr. Edward Butt, and the well-
disciplined army at his command; in
fact, Mr. James Wells, and his deacons,
and his members, his congregation, and
his friends have all worked with inde-
fatigable nnd extraordinary perseverance
in enabling Mr. McCure to return to his
family, to his church, and te his ministry,
in full possession of all, andeven morethan:
he asked for when he came to England,.
only about one year since. We shall not
be contradicted when we assert that such
an instance of abounding charity from a
small fraction of the Particular Baptist
churches in England, was never before
realized by a compurative stranger. We
shall, with much pleasure, report, from
month to month, the prosperity of Mur.
Bunyan McCure’s ministry in Sydney, to
which, this successful appeal to the Eng-
lish ‘* Hyper-Calvinists’” will give w
powerful impetus. Mr, Edward But
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has favoured us with a copy of that hand-
some little volume, “ The Life and La-
“Lours of Mr. John Bunyan McCure;”
which we intend to examine, to quote,
and to make a few friendly comments
apon, without delay.

LETTER FROM MR. JOHEN
BUNYAN McCURE ON BOARD THE
SHIP * NINEVEH.”

Ship *‘ Nineveh,”
Off “Start Point,”
Bound for Sydney,
Dec. 4th, 1868.

To THE SAINTS SCATTERED THROUGHOUT
ENGLAND.

Beloved,—The pilot who has charge of
our ship, until we arrive at Start Point,
has given me an opportunity of writing a
few lines to you that you may know how
matters are with me up to date. A log
ook of all particulars during the voyage
will in due time be brought before you.

On Monday, Nov. 3Cth, there were a
large number of dear Christian friends
in the docks, to look and say farewell.
‘Oh! that farewell, but ior the Lord’s sus-
taining arm, I must have sunk under it.
My heart was ready to burst with the
strongest feelings of love, while parting
with those who had endeared themselves
to me by so many demonstrations of loving
me with the truest Christian love and
sympathy. My reception and success in
England will never by me be forgotten.
My dear brethren, I shall never cease to
pray unto God for you, that he will bless
you indeed. I shall often write to you
from Sydney, when I hops to be able to
report frem time to time that the Lord of
hosts is with us. Weleft Gravesend about
7 o'clock, on Tuesday morning, cast an-
chor for the night off Deal, in consequence
of the hazy state of the weather, Dur-
ing Wednesday it rained most of the day,
which is anything bu$ pleasant on ship
board. The Lord has been very gracious
to me in that he has given me sleep, which
I have not had for a long whilo. Tues-
day night I slept most of the night, to-
day I am quite well, notwithstanding the
many labours and deep anxieties of heart
I have endured during the last fourteen
months, but is it notin agreement with
that precious well ordered covenant of
our God, who hath promised, “ Thy shoes
shall be iron and brass, and as thy day,
50 shall thy strength be 1"

I am very much pleased with the cap-
tain, and likewise the passengers, by
whom I am treated with respect. They
will not commence meals until I am at
the table to ask the Lord’s blessing upon
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the food ; that looks well, and I am very
pleased. The captain has just asked me
to conduct services during the vayage, to

reach morning and evening every Lord's-

ay, weather permitting, to which I have
most cheerfully consented ; thus my
hands have found a work to do. O, for
enabling grace, that I may do it with all
my might, without which grace, I am
nothing, and can do nothing. But weak
and nothing as I am, through that grace
I shall be strong and can do all things. I
am thankful to the Lord for teaching me
my nothingness, and entire dependence
upon himself for all things.

When sick. or faint, or sore dismayed,

Then let my hopes on thee be stayed;

Thy summit rising to the skies,

Shall shield my head when dangers rise,

Sheltered by thine omnipotence,

‘What potent arm shall pluck me thence ?

On every side I'm guarded well,

With love and grace immutable.
But I must now say farewell, every day
will increase the distance between us,
until it reaches 16,000 miles.

Adijeu! beloved friends, adieu !

On earth we only meet to part;

Yet to the Christian’s brighter view,
Btill we are one, still near in heart.
That “ three-fold cord ” of Christian love,
Which from the heights of heaven descends,
‘When parted here, is joined above,
And holds to Christ and Christian friends.
Ard now we part, the throne of grace
&hall be our centre and retreat,
Though distant far at that bright place,
We still may hold communion sweet.
Prayer shall o vast triangle form,
On whose wire base we still can meet,
And whose high top surm-unts each storm,
And joins us at our Baviour’s feet.
Aund should the stream of death divide
Qur souls o moment on its shore,
They part to meet, they join to abide,
Where pain and parting are no more.

Brethren, farewell, wishing you the
abundance of grace and peace, I remain,
your willing servant for Christ's sake,

Joun BunyaNn McCure.

THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVER-
SARYOF THEEDITOR'S MINISTRY
IN LONDON.

THE sbovo services took place on Wed.
nesday, Nov. 25th, 1868, in the Temporary
Boptist chapel, Old Ford. Intheafternoon
at 8 o'clock, o sermon was preached by
pastor Burlington Benjamin Wale, after
which tea was served to a large company.
Before the time had arrived for the public
sorvice to ¢ommence, the chapel was
crowded in every part, many persons
having to stand during the meeting.

JAMES MoT1E, Esq., occupied the chair,
and there wero present Mr. Thomas Jones,
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(of everywhere) Mr. Thomas Stringer, .(of
Stepney), Mr. Cornwell, (of Stoke Newing-
ton), Mr. Z. Turner, late of Exeter, Mr.
John Plaw, Mr. Lee, of Bow, Mr. Sack,
and ministers rnd- members of Btrict Bap-
tist churches from nearly every part of
London. The enthusiastic gathering ex~
ceeded the most sangunine expectations of
all who were interested in the object of the
meeting. )

The CHAIRMAN said before commencing
the programme of the evening, C. W. Banks
would make a few remarks.

C. W. Baxks seid, I thought it right to
make a few observations before we com-
mence our business to-night; it will per-
haps clear the way ; and you, Mr. Chairman,
will be in a better position to judge of what
we are doing here. There are two matters
that I wish briefly to call your attention to.
1st, My return to this place It has, I
believe, been said, that the people here
“plotted” to get rid of their late minister
in order to get me back here; there is no
truth in that. Sometime since, I was
much exercised with these words, *If
ye return, tben will I bring you again,
and ye shall stand before me; and if ye
take forth the precious from the vile, ye
shall be 08 my mouth, saith the Lord.” I
preached from that Scripture in the country,
yet the impression it made was not lost.
The words abode with me still. While in
the country, I received a letter from my
son Robert, giving me informatiou that Mr.
Symnonds had waited upon him three times,
asking if I would supply here. I promised
to preach one Wednesdsy evening; I did
so, and was invited to preach at various
times during the last two months. I have
now received the unanimous invitation to
trke the oversight of the church. I said,
looking forward to this meeting, that it
would be & kind of criterion of what tho
Great Muster intended in the matter; and
I am pleased to see the place so very full,
and am willing (if it be tho Lord's will) to
work here withallthe ability the Lord may
fevour mo with. There is acother matter
to which I beg your attention, and that is
our new tabernacle. Some kindly disposed
persons have said that I had run away with
the money. * Obh, he has run away with
the money ;" but I think those who know
mo know exactly what such a fabrication
is worth. 8till, I will say that I have not
run away with the money, butthat bet ween
£200 and £300 which has been collected in
smell sums from all parts of the country is
deposited in the London and Westminster
Bank, and is increasing itself. 1 hope soon
that it will be employed for the purpose it
was given. The money is invested for
building, in the name of the treasurer, Mr.
William Mace; and it can be used for no
other purpose. We have a lawyer in the
<hair, and ho will tell you if 1 am wrong
in_this assertion. Well, but some have
said, ** We thought you had obtained the
ground.” That needs this simple explana-
tion. A plot of ground was chosen, and

AND OHRISTIAN RECORD., 31

the deeds were drawn up, but when Mr.
William Mace and myself went up to
Westminster to sign them, the Commis-
sioner said to me, ‘ Beforo this matter isg
settled it will be necessary that you build &
Place to cost £3000, and (2) the said build-
Ing must be raised in eighteen months.” To
this of course I could not agree, and
therefore the ground was lost. Another
plot was taken, but we have some work to
do before we can proceed. I have faith to
believe that the money will come, when we
can honourably proceed. As I have been
travelling all over this conntry, a large
number of persons have said to me, *“ When
do you intend tobuild? when you do, here
is the money.” When we can get at the
work, we rhall have the necessary funds.

Mr. Taomas JoxEes delivered an able
address upon “ The Present State of Chris-
tendom.” He has kindly promised to
furnish the substance of that address. It
was heard with great interest ; it will make
a separate paper in this nagazine, which
will be read with great advan