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PREFACE. 

THE Book of Judges is one of a series of manuals on the books of the 
Old Testament which are primarily intended for the use of . Students 
preparing for the Local Examinations of the Universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge. 

The Introduction treats fully of the several subjects with which 
the Student should be acquainted, comprising full Geographical and 
Biographical Notes, and other important details, which are clearly set 
forth in the Table of Contents. A continuous narrative of the events 
recorded in the Book will be found included. 

The chief alterations of the Revised Version are pointed out in 
fo~tnotes, the Student being referred to the Revised Version. 

In the Appendix will be found (1) a Commentary upon the most 
important differences between the Authorized and Revised Versions, 
the alterations being pointed out and explanations given of the 

reasons for the changes; (2) an Explanation of words and phrases, thus 
avoiding constant reference to the text and notes. 

The general arrangement of the series will, it is believed, be found 
helpful to Teachers and Students. Each manual is illustrated with 

the necessary )laps. 

Each vo.Iume is compiete in. itself, requiring from the Student no 
reference to Atlas, Biblical Dictionary, or other aids, 

Works of Reference useful for Students, and referred to in this Work, 

Smith's Dictionary of the Bible. 
The Holy Bible with notes (Bishop 

Wordsworth). 
The Speaker's Commentary. 
The Old Testament Commentary for 

Rnglish Readers (Ellicott). 
Israel in °'1naan (Dr. Edersheim). 
Early History of the Hebrews 

(Sayce). 
Bible Illustrations (Kitto). 

.i'dileham. 

The Land aud the Book (Thompson). 
Sinai and Palestine (Stanley). 
Lectures on the Jewish Church 

(Stanley). 
Kiel's Commentary. 
Pearson on the Creed (Art ii.). 
Undesigneil Coincidences (Blunt). 
Heroes of Hebrew History ('Vill,er-

force). 
History of Is1·ael (Ewald) . 

F. III. 
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TITLE. 
The Book of Judges, so called because the main porticn of the book 

relates the history of Israel under the rule of Judg2s. 
Appropriateness of the Title. Though the book does not record the 

acts of Eli, of Samuel, and of the two sons of Samuel, all of whom acted 
as civil judges, yet it records the acts of the extraordinary Judg_es as 
distinct from Moses and Joshua who preceded them, and from Eh and 
Samuel who succeeded them. · 

The Books of Samuel treat of the establishment of the rule of Kings 
and Prophets in Israel, and thus the history of the Judges ends 
appropriately with the death of Samson. The rule of Eli is coincident 
with the time of Samson. 

SCOPE OF THE BOOK. 
A record of the Theocracy in the days of the Judges. 
It_consists of three great portions, viz.:-

1. Introduction (i. 1-iii. 7), describing the condition of the Israelites 
after the death of Joshua under two headings:-

(1) The relations between Israel and the nations of Canaan 
(Chap. i.). 

(2) The apostasy of Israel (ii.-iii. 7). 
II. The Main Portion of the Book (iii. 8-xvi. 31), containing the 

history of the Judges. 
Ill, An Appendix (xvii.-xxi ), containing 

(1) The history of 1\Iicah and the Danite raid on Laish (xvii.­
xviii.). 

(2) The civil war with Benjamin (xix.-xxi.). 
It is most probable that the main natrative was written first, and 

then that the preface and appendix wore· added; the preface as 
explanatory of the political position and accounting for the strength 
of the heathen nations and the weakness of Israel ; the appendix as 
illustrative of the religious and moral state of the people. 

THR INTRODUCTION gives : 
First. A general survey of how the several tribes attempted to 

gain their respective possessions (for particulars see p. xii.-xiii.), 

The Book of Judges is placed in the Jewish Canon among a series of books 
Which bear the namo of" The Earlier Prophets." These books arc Joshua, Judges, 
the Books of Samuel and the Books of Kings. 

The name was given 11ot because their authors were prophets, nor because the 
narratives are largely connected with the doings of the prophets, but rather 
because the contents are prophetic . 
. They do not give the history of the nation as a record of events, as n sketch of 
its politics, but present the history of Israel from~ prophet's point of view. In fact 
they are the history uf the Kingdom of God in Israel. Thus the prophetical 
character of the Book of Judges consists in its being a record of the Theocracy in 
the days of the Judges. (See also I'· x.) 
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and how instead of thoroughly driving out the Canaanites they were 
content to allow them to remain in the land as tributaries. In many 
cases the heathen nations successfully resisted the invaders and even 
drove them back (Chap. i). 

Secondly. The conduct of Israel is reproved by an angel of the 
Lord (ii. 1-5). 

Thirdly. A description in general terms of the attitude of Israel 
towards Jehovah and that of Jehovah towards Israel, during the 
times of the Judges. This period may generally be described as an 
unvarying round following in exact order. 

1st. Idolatry of Israel. 
2nd. Humiliation of the nation through hostile oppression. 
3rd. Repentance of the people, and the raising up of a deliverer 

who freed them from the oppression, 
4th. A period of rest, followed by relapse into idolatry. 

THE :MAIN PoRTIO:K OF THE BOOK (iii. 7-xvi. 31) resumes the history 
of Israel from the death of Joshua and Eleazar, and concludes with 
the death of Samson, 

This section gives the history of the Judges. 
The exploits of si.r Judges are recorded at length ; the remaining 

Judges are very briefly alluded to. 
The usurpation of Abimelech is given at length, as being the first 

effort in the direction of the establishment of an hereditary monarchy. 

THIS MAIN P0R'.l'IOK can be divided into six subsections, viz.: 

1. The oppression under Chushan-rishathaim and the deliverance 
by OLhniel (iii. 5-11). 

2. The oppressinn under Eglon, and the de!h·erance by Ehud 
(iii. 12-30). 

A short mention of the heroic exploit of Sharngar (iii. 31). 
3. The oppression under Jabin and the delirnrance by Deborah and 

Barak (iv.-v.). 
4. The oppression under the Midianites, and the deliverance by 

Gideon (viii.). 
The usurpation by Abimolech (ix.). 
Short notices of the Judges, Tola and Jair (x. 1-5). 

5. The oppression under tho Ammonites, and the deliverance by 
Jephthah (x. 6-xii. 7). 

Short notices of the Judges, Ibzan, Elon and Abdon (xii. 8-15). 
6. The oppression under the Philistines; the exploits of Samson 

(xiii.-xvi.). 

APPENDIX, PART I. The story of Micah's idoLttry; the history_ of 
Jonathan, grandson of Moses; the conquest of Laish by the Damtes 
(xvii.-xviii.). 

The object of this section is to illustrate the decline of religion and 
the foundation of religious worship at places other than at the 
tabernacle. Here we obtain an insight into the manner in which 
religious unity was abandoned. 
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APPENDIX II. The story of the outrage at Gibeah; tho civil war 
11gainst Benjamin; the almost total extermination of that tribe, and 
the means adopted to save it from extinction (xix.-xxi.). 

This section illustrates the moral degeneration of the nation, and 
the social"anarchy. 

NoTE.-Both these sections are clearly anterior in time to the main 
portion of the book, for :-

1. The migration of Dan is accounted for by the obstinate 
resistance of the Amorites, who forced the tribe of Dan back 
into the mountains. This migration occurred shortly after 
the death of Joshua (Josh. xix. 47-48; Judges i. 34). The 
Levite is Jonathan, the grandson of Moses. 

2. The Benjamite war occurred in the lifetime of Phinehas, the 
grandson of Aaron (xx. 28). 

UNITY OF THE BOOK. 

The Book is in three parts, viz. : (1) Introduction; (2) History of the 
Judges; (3) Appendix in two parts (seep. vi.). 

But it is the work of one writer or compiler, for:-
1. Without the Introauction the historical narrative contained in 

the book would be without a foundation, which is absolutely 
necessary to make it intelligible. 

2. The Appendix supplies a supplement of the greatest importance 
in relation to the development of the tribes of Israel in the 
times of the Judges, and is most intimately connected with 
the design and plan of the book. 

DATE. 
It is impossible to fix the date of comfosition with absolute certainty. 
There are the following indications :-

1. "And the children of Be'lljamin did not drire out the Jebusites 
that inhabited Jerusalem; but the Jebusites dwell with the 
children of Benjaniin in Jemsalem nnto this day" (i. 21). 

This passage would point to a period anterior to the capture of the citadel 
by David, especially as alter this date Jerusalem becomes, as it were, 
incorporated with Judah, instead o[ being shared by t},e two tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin. 
2. "In those days there was no king in Israel, but evm·y ni,an did 

that which was right in his own eyes" (xvii. 6) (see also xxi. 25). 
"In those days there was no king in Israel : and in those days 

the tribe of the Danites sought them an inheritance to dwell 
in" {xviiL 1) (see also xix. 1). 

From these passages it would appear that the book was composed at a 
time when Israel was under monarchical government. 

These pass1tges are fournl only in the Appendix, and would ham no bearing 
upon the date of composition if this Appendix was added by a later hand ; but 
there can be little doubt, that the book is the work of a single compiler. (See 
Unity of the Book). 
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3. Samson "called the name thereJf En-hakkore, which is in Lehi 
unto this day" (xv. 19). 

"Unto this day" would indicate some period considerably remote 
from the time of the actual events, and with reference to the exploit 
would suggest some date much later than the time of Samson. 

4. "And ,Jonathan, the s01i of Gershom, the -~on of Manasseh, he and 
his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan tmtil the day of the 
captivity of the land" (xviii. 30). · 

If this phrase "until the day of the captivity" refers to the Assyrian 
captivity we must accept one of two theories, viz.: 

(i.) Thafthe appendix was the work of a later author; or 
(ii.) That the book was composed after the Assyrian captivity. 

But " the captivity" referred to is generally supposed to mean the 
Philistine domination (see Excursus, p. 105). 

5. "And they set them up Jlicah's graren image, whiehhe made, all the 
time that the house of God wa.s in Shiloh" (xviii. 31). 

The tabernacle was at Shiloh in the days of Joshua (Josh. xviii. 1), and 
was still standing there in the time of Eli and Samuel (1 Sam. i. 3, 
iii. 21, iv. 3). In the time of Saul it was at Nob (1 Sam. xxi.) and 
during the reign of David it was at Giheon (1 Ohron. xvi. 39). 

It may be that the writer is merely indicating the length of this worship 
at Dan, but it is probable that he was not aware that the tabernacle 
had been moved. 
6. The Language free from Aramaisms points to an early period of 

composition. 

Conclusion. The Book of Judges was probably written in the ear~y 
days of the monarchy, but whether in the time of Saul or in the first 
seven years of the reign of David is uncertain (see Author). 

AUTHOR. 
I. Samuel (according to the Talmud), 

1. He was well acquainted with the circumstaucos of the times of 
the Judges, for he mentions the oppressions by Sisera, by the 
Philistines and hy the llloabites, the worship of Baalim and 
Ashtaroth, and the deeds of Gideon, Barak, and Jephthah 
(1 Sam. xii. 9-11). 

2. The book breathes the same spirit, for the order to exterminate 
the Amalekites (1 Sam. xv. 3) and the hewing of Agag in pieces 
(1 Sam. xv. 33) are acts corresponding lo the deeds of Ehud, of 
Jae!, and of Gideon. 

3. Samuel's objection to kingly government may well have led him 
to write a full account of the days of Abimeloch, descriptive 
of an abortive attempt to found a monarchy. 

4. The passages " in those clays there was no king in Israel, etc.," 
may be merely indications of time ; 

lf so, the book may well be tho work of Samuel, either by his own 
hancl or by a younger prophet of his own school at his instigation. 
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In support of this theory we may also adduce:-
1. The almost total silence with respect to Judah. 
2. The prominence given to Gibeah and Benjamin, with the .story 

which explains why Benjamin was numerically " the smallest of 
the tribes " (1 Sam. ix. 21). 

3. The absence of mention of the priests, and the apparently low 
condition of the Levites,-" the grandson of Moses being 
content to serve a shrine of private idolatry for the reward of 
a few shillings a year'' (ELLICOTT). 

These particulars agree with the reign of Saul, lrnt u.re opposed to the 
time of David under whom the priesthood rose to a high position of 
dignity. 

II. The only other theory of any probability is that the book was 
written in David's reign, and was the work of either the prophet 
Nathan or of the prophet Gad. 

This theory strongly advocated in the " Cambridge Bible for Schools" is 
made to rest upon the following slender foundations:-
1. The story of Micah is connected with a Levite of Bethlehem­

judah. 
2. The story of the Benjamite war is also connected with a Levite of 

Bethlehem-judah. 
3. The scene of the Book of Ruth is also ]aid at Bethlehem-judah. 
4. DaYid was of Bethlehem, and therefore would be well acquainted 

with these incidents. Consequently he may have communicated 
the details to the actual writers. 

5. Nathan and Gad composed histories (1 Chron. xxix. 29), and were 
intimately connected with David (2 Sam. xii. 1, xxiv. 11). 

From these slight bases the deduction is drawn that "the Book of 
Judges was written by one of the ahoYe-mentioned prophets, or under 
their supervision, after David had become undisputed king of Israel" 
(" C.B.S.,'' p. 12). 

III. Ezra. Another theory is that the whole of the historical books were 
revised and collated into their present form by Ezra. 

But the Book of J:<jzra is a continuation of the Books of the Chronicles, 
not of the Books of the Kings, and the Hebrew of the Book of Judges 
is mingled with far too few Aramaisms to admit the probability of a 
late authorship. 

THE GOVERNMENT. 
The Government established by Joshua in accordance with the 

commands of ::\loses was a Theocracy. 
In this Theocracy we find originally 

(1) The legislative aitthority in the hands of the priesthood. 
(2) The executive power resting with the Judge. 
(3) Tribal aidhority exercised by the heads of tribes and elders 

in the several tribes. 



x. THE BOOK OF JUDGES. 

In the period of the Judges we may note the entire lapse of 
authority on the part of the priesthood. 

Hence we find the extraordinary Judges acting in a twofold 
M~~~ .. 

1. As military leaders, gaining victories and delivering the people 
from the oppression of some heathen nations. 

2. As administering the laws, i.e. as civil magistrates. 
And so we find 
Some in the dual capacity of leader and magistrate, as Othniel, 

Ehud, Deborah and Barak, Gideon, Jephthah. 
Others, as Shamgar and Samson, though called Judges, simply 

opponents and conquerors of the Philistines. 
Others, as Tola, Jair, Ibzan, Elon and Abdon, acting as civil 

magistrates only. 
These Judgeships were partial only, e.g. 

Othniel probably ruled over Judah only. 
Ehud only over Benjamin and the plain of Jericho. 
Deborah and Barak in the north. 
Gideon in the centre of the land round Shechem. 
Tola in Mount Ephraim. 
Jair in Gilead. 
Jephthah in the east of Jordan. 
Ibzan in the north. 
Elon in the north. 
Abdon in Mount Ephraim. 

The Judges corresponded to 
The Dekastai of the Syrians, and 
The Si,jfetes of the Carthaginians. 
In the Hebrew they are termed Shophet-iin = men who procured 

justice and right. In the Septuagint they are called l(ritai, whilst 
the Vulgate terms the Book of Judges " Libei· J1tdic1m,." 

The writer contrasts the ·' unfaithfulne~s" of Israel with the '' faith-
fulness '' of :jehovah. · 

The "unfaithfulness" of Israel had a double effect....,.. 
1. It led to the decline of the national religion, and brought a bout 

national disintegration. 
2. It prevented the completion of the possession of Canaan. 

The "faithfulness" of JehoYah is shown in the unvarying manner in 
which when the people repented He raised up a deliverer and freed them 
from oppression. 

National Decline. Tribal Disintegration. 
The peculiar system of government by which the elders managed tribal 

affairs. whilst a leader for the whole nation was chosen on special 
occasi~ns only, made it cerlain that want of religious unity must be 
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followed by want of unity among the tribes. Union amongst the tribes 
could be maintained only as long as they were united by a common 
worship and a common religious centre. The theocratic system probably 
went to pieces soon after the death of Phinehas, and confusion and dis­
organization followed. After the expedition against Gibeah we read of 
no further united action on the part of the tribes. 

The disintegration becomes more marked as time passes, thus;­

Deborah and Barak. 
They were supported by the whole force of Zebulun and Naphtali, 

whilst the tribes of Ephraim, l\Ianasseh, Issachar and Benjamin sent 
contingents. (Six tribes). 

Judah is not mentioned. 
Gad, East Manasseh, Reuben, Dan, Asher held aloof. 

Gideon. 
West l\Ianasseh, Zebulun, Naphtali and Asher took part in the 

rising. 
Ephraim joined later. (Five tribes). No others are mentioned. 

Jephthah. 
Only the tribes East of Jordan joined his standard, though the 

Ammonites are said to have oppressed Judah, Benjamin and 
Ephraim. . 

The Successors of Jephthah governed only in the north. 
Samson. 

No tribe appears to have supported him, and the exploits recorded 
of him are those of indiYidual bravery. 

Tribal Jealousies are exhibited 
(1) In the abstention of the tribes East of Jordan, Dan and Asher 

from the rising under Deborah and Barak. 
(2) In the manner in which the men of Ephraim chode with 

Gideon. 
(3) In the attack of Ephraim on Jephthah and the Gileadites. 
(4) 'The men of Judah actually handed over Samson bound into 

the hands of the Philistines . 
.Spiritual Decline. 

The tendency of Israel to take part in the idolatrous worship of the 
Canaanites is illustrated in the sin of the people at Baal-peor 
(Num. xxv.). 

The Tabernacle was at Shiloh, where was also the ark. The only 
mention of Shiloh and the ark is in connection with the expedition 
against Gibeah. This was in the lifetime of Phinehas. After his 
death there is no mention of the ark, or the high-priest, or the yearly 
festivals till the time of Eli. 

Micah set up an image at ]',fount Ephraim. 
The Danites estahlished a spurious worship at Laish or Dan. 
These events indicate the isolated worship of Jehovah in different 

places as a deity alongside the gods of the Canaanites. Jehovah is no 
longer the supreme God, and all other gods, false gods. The covenant 
God now ranks only as one among many deities. 
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Gideon docs indeed throw down the altar of Baal, but after the 
defeat of the l\fidianites, he appears to have endeavoured to combine 
the offices of judge and high priest. 

In the time of Abimelech the worship of Baal was thoroughly 
established at Shechem. 

The Ammonite oppression is said to be due to promiscuous idolatry. 
Not only did Israel worship Baal and Ashtaroth, but also "the gods 
of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and the gods of Jlfoab, and the gocls 
of the children of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines." 

The spiritual decline of tlie nation is followed by a decline in the 
spiritual character of the Judges. What a descent from Othniel 
through Debora.h to Gideon, Jephthah and finally Samson, the last 
of whom fell a slave to his own lusts. 

(A short sketch of the history is gii:en that the student may readily 
follow the story). 

THE INTRODUCTION. 
The Introduction gives us a brief account of the history of Israel in 

Canaan immediately after the death of Joshua. 

It divides itself naturally into two parts. 

I. Descriptive of the action of the tribes in c:,mpleting the 
conquest of the land (Chap. I.). 
II. Descriptive of the gradual decadence in religion and national 

unity which led to the oppressions by the different mit\ons 
(Chap. II., III.). 

Part I. The completion of the conquest. 

We must remember-
First, What Joshua did. 

(1) He put Israel in possession of Canaan. 
(2) He broke the 11ower of the inhabitants. 

Secondly, What Joshua did not do. 
(1) He did not exterminate all the inhabitants. 
(2) He did not put the Israelites in permanent possession of all 

the cities. 
So it was necessary for each tribe to obtain complete possession of the 

territory specially allotted to it. 

Chapter I. describes the acts of various tribes. 
1. Judah and Simeon. 

The children of Israel enquired of the Lord to ascertain which tribe 
shall be the first to take possession of the land assigned to them .. Judah 
is named, and this tribe in conjunction with Simeon, advanced agamst the 
Canaanites. They met the Cana>1nites llnd Perizzites at Bezek, defeated 
them with the loss of 10,000 men, capturedAdoni-bezek, the king of Bezek, 
and cut off his thumbs and great toes, Then they laid seige to Jerusa_lem 
(where Adoni-bezok died), and captured it. They then advanced agamst 
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the Oanaanites who dwelt in the hill country and the south. , .. Caleb and 
Othniel captured Hebron and drove out the Anakim, whilst further south 
Judah and Simeon captured Zephath or Hormah. In the Shephclah, 
or lowland, Judah took Gaza, Askelon and Ekron, but were unable to 
drive out the inhabitants of the valley because of their chariots of iron. 

Benjamin were unable to drive out the Jebusites from Jerusalem. 
Ephraim captured Beth-el, ·but did not drive out the inhabitants of 

Gezer. 
The other tribes are mentioned, hut merely to denote how they were 

unalJle to completely effect the cong_uest of their respective territories 
( see p. lxix. ). 

Part II. The gradual lapse into idolatry. 
Chapters II. and Ill. 1-7, are descriptive of the gradual lapse 

of Israel into idolatry, and give a picture of the state of the 
country previous to the commencement of the period of the 
Judges. 

Special injunctions had been laid upon the Israelites 
(1) To destroy ,,_11 traces of idolatry (Dent. xii. 1-2). 
{2) Kot to make any league with the inhabitants of the land 

(Dcut. vii. 2). · 
(3) Not to allow interma.rriage·s with the heathen nations (Dcut. vii. 3). 

From these chapters we learn that all these three injunctions had 
been disregarded, for 

(1) They had not destroyed idol worship (ii. 2), but had forsaken the 
Lord and served Baal and Ashtaroth (ii. 13). 

(2) They had made the Oanaanites tributaries, instead of driving 
them out, and had allowed them to remain in the land (ii. 2). 

(8) They had intermarried with the heathen nations (iii. 6). 
So an Angel was sent up from Gilgal to Bochim to tell the Israelites that 

the Lord would no longer drive out the nations before them, but they should 
be as thorns in their sides, and their gods should be a snare to them. 

Vl'e learn'that these nations were left for two rea.sons­
(1) To teach the children of Israel to war (iii. 2). 
(2) To prove or test if Israel would keep the commandments of the 

Lord (iii. 4). 
Particular nations are named as being left, viz. 
" The five lords of the Philistines, aiicl all the Oanaanites, and the 

Sidonians, an i the Hivites that du:elt in muunt Lebanon " (iii. 8). 
Then we have a sketch of the history of the JLtdges: 

The people were delivered over to oppressors for their sins (ii. 14). 
But the Lord raised up judges who delivered the people (ii. 16). 
Yet such was th~ wickedness of the people that they would not 

obey even the judges (ii. 17). 
And alter the death of a judge they fell into even more grievous sin 

than bcforn Iii. 19). 

* Tha capture of Hebron and Deblr. 
The ac-count of these events occurs almost vei·1Jatiin in Josh. xiv. 13-15, xv. 13-19, 

It is most probable therefore, seeing that the age of Caleb is given in Joshua as 
eighty-five years, that these two cities were captured during the life-time of Joshua, 

.rosephus, however, places the events after the death of Joshua. 
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THE JUDGES AND THE OPPRESSIONS. 
THE FIRST PERIOD. 

The times of the Judges may be divided into three periods­
!. Othniel to Debomh and Barak. 
2. Gideon to Jair, 
3. Jephthah to Samson. 

Each period is introcluced by a particular notice of idolatry, thus:­
First Period. "The children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, 

and forgat the Lord their God, and ser·i-ed Baalim and the groves" 
(iii. 7). 

Second Period. "And the children of Israel dill evil in the sight of the 
Lord" (vi. 1). 

Third Period. "And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight 
of the Lord, and served Baalim and Ashtoreth, etc." (x, 6). 

1. Othniel {lion of God) "the son of Kenaz, Caleb's yoimger brother" 
(iii. 9) of the Tribe of Judah. 

either 
(1) The younger brother of Caleb; or 
(2) The nephew of Caleb, being the son of Kena7,, the younger 

brother of Cale b. 
The view generally adopted is that Othniel was the younger brother 

of Caleb. This view is supported by the description of Caleb as the 
"son of Jephunneh, the Kenezite" {Josh. xiv. 6). This would make 
Kenaz to be some remote ancestor, and head of the family, who were 
called Kenezites, or sons of Kenaz. Achsah, the wife of Othniel, 
would thus be bis niece, but such a marriage was not forbidden by 
the Mosaic Law. 

He is famous for two exploits. 
(1) The capture of Kirjath-sephir or Debir (5ee Achsah, p. xlv.). 
(2) The deliverance of Israel from the oppression• of Chushan­

rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia. 

The Oppression. 
Chushan-risbathaim, king of Mesopotamia. 
The invasion was from the south, similar to a former incursion 

from Mesopotamia in the time of Abraham (Gen. xiv.). 

District Oppressed. Probably only the south of the land, and the 
territory of Judah in particular. 

Duration. Eight years, when the land was delivered by Othniel who 
defeated Chusban and repelled the invasion. 

Period of rest. Forty years. 
2. Ehud the son of Gera, a Benjamite, and left handed. 

The Oppression. 
Eglon, king of Moab, with the assistance of Ammon aqd Amalek. 

Eglon was a very fat man, and appears to have been a chieftain 
rather than the king of the country. 
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The District Oppressed. 
The plain of Jericho and the territory of Benjamin. Eglon appears 

to have seized Jericho, then unfortified, and to have made it the 
basis of his operations. ·with the fords of Jordan in his possession 
he would be safe against the Eastern tribes. Benjamin, thinned in 
numbers after the fall of Gibeah, would be too weak to offer effectual 
resistance. Thus Eglon placed a Moabite garrison in the land, and 
compelled Benjamin to pay tribute yearly. 

Duration. Eighteen years, 
The Deliverance. 

'l'he assassination of Eglon and the subsequent slaughter of the 
1Ioabite garrison was brought about by a deep laid and well conceived 
plot. 

Ehud, a left-handed man, prepared himself by me.king a two-edged 
sword or dagger, a cubit or 18 inches long, which he wore concealed 
in his flowing garments on his right side, and thus appeared to bo 
unarmed. The payment of the annua.l tribute wa.s ma.de the occasion 
of the rising. The tribute was presented with the usua.l Eastern 
ceremony, and then the deputa.tion was dismissed. 

Ehud returned to the palace and sent in a message to th!J king that 
he had a secret errand unto him. The king who was in the summer­
room ordered his attendants to withdra.w, and commanded that 
Ehud should be admitted, for there was nothing to fear from a man 
apparently unarmed. · 

The king wa.s reclining and a.s it was necessary that the intended 
blow should be sudden and fatal, so tha.t no alarm should be given 
Ehud said, "I have a message from God to thee.''. This strata.gem 

· caused the king to rise in reverence, and enabled Ehud to approach 
near to him, so as to deliver the message in his ears. Then putting 
his left hand to the dagger Ehud struck the king so forcibly in the 
abdomen tha.t he drove the dagger so deeply into his body tha.t it 
came out behind and could not be withdrawn again. 

Ehud then closed and locked the door, passed out through the 
ante-chamber vacated by the a.ttendants, and made his way from the 
pala.ce. The attendants returning to the ante-chamber found t1e 
door locked, and na.tura.lly concluded that the king did not wish to be 
disturbed. After waiting till they were asha.med to wa.it any longer 
they at length opened the door with the key and found Eglon lying 
dead upon the floor. 

This long delay enabled Ehud to make good his ·escape, a.nd to 
carry out the second part of the plot. Hurrying to Seirath, evidently 
on the verge of the forest region of the hill country of Ephraim, he 
blew his trumpet, the preconccrted signal that Eglon wa.s dead. The 
people rose at the call, and Ehud, placing himself at their head, 
marched rapidly to the Jorda.n, and seized the fords, thus cutting off 
the escape of the Moabites, who, panic-stricken at the death of their 
chief seem to have fallen an easy prey to the men of Israel. The 
~foabite garrison were slain to a man, and it is recorded that 10,000 
of the nation perished, all lusty men and valiant soldiers. 

Period of rest. Eighty years. 
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3. Shamgar, son of Anath (tribe unknown) delivered Isr!!.el from the 
Philistines by slaying six hundred men with an ox-goad. 

The district oppressed is not stated but it must have been the 
South, and either in the tribe of Judah or the tribe of Dan. 

That there was an oppression by the Philistines, and that Shamgar 
was a judge is clear from the expression, " he also delivered Israel " 
~-~- ' 

That his weapon was an ox-goad has been taken to imply that the 
Philistines had, as they did in the days of Saul, deprived the neigh­
bouring Israelites of all warlike weapons. 
"In the aa11s of Shamga,· the .,on of Anath, in the clays of Jael" (v. 6). Who 

is Jael? By some it is supposed that Deborah is speaking of an unknown 
judge, called Jael, who succeeded Shamgar. -

But it is most probable that Jael, the wife of Heber, and the slayer of Sisera is 
meant. '!'he Kenites are s,cid to have settled in the south of ,Judah (i 16), and 
they may h11ve possibly assisted Sh>Lmgar against the Philistines. Subse­
quently Heber migrated from the south of Judah to the plain of Zaam1im in 
the north, or it may be that the mention of Jael's name is a copyist's error. 

4. Deborah and Barak. 
Deborah (the bee), a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, who judged Israel 

under the'' paZni tree of Deborah, between Ramah and Bethel'in Mount 
Ephrairn" (iv. 5). . 

Deborah was the Judge ; Barak is the military commander. 
For "prophetess," see p. 98. 

Barak (lightn·ing), the son of Abinoam, a native of Kedesh-Naphtali 
(character see xxi.). 

The Oppression. 
Jabin, king of Canaan (see p. xlviii.), with Sisera as captain of 

his army. 
District Oppressed, 

The northern tribes of Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, and Naphtali. 
The Canaanites with their chariots held complete possession of the 

plain of Esdraelon, and thus the northern tribes were divided from 
the southern tribes. 

Duration. Twenty years. 

The Deliverance. 
The song of Detorab gives a fairly accurate picture of the oppression 

and the deliverance. 
The state of the land. 

(1) '' 1.'he highways were imoccupied, and the trarnllers walked 
through byways" (v. 6), i.e. the enemy had pcssession of 
the main roads, and the people could not traverse them for 
fear of violence and plunder. So they stole from place to 
place by obscure and unfrequented routes. 

(2) "The villageB ceased" (v. 7). Villages are a mark of a 
settled countr_y, The country was so unsettled that tho rural 
population withdrew for safety to the nearest walled towns, 
leaving the villages deserted and abandoning all cultivation. 

(3) "Then was war in the gates'' (v. 8), The cities were 
surprised and plundered by hostile incursions, so that there 
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was not safety even in the cities. As the magistrates sat in 
tho gates for the administration of justice, it is clear that the 
continual attacks interrupted the ordinary government of 
the cities. 'I'hus the reople did not enjoy the benefits of 
peaceful life or regular governmcn t. 

(4) "'A shield or spear was not found amcng forty thousand in 
Israel" (v. 8). The shield and spear here mean all offensive 
and drfen.~ire weapons. 'I'he inference is that tho Canaanites 
had disarmed the Israelites, as the Philistines subsequently 
did in the time of Saul. 

The Action of Deborah. 
The propl:wtess saw clearly that if the Canaanites were allowed to 

continue in possession of the plain of Esdrael .. n, and thus separate 
the northern from the southern tribes, the complete subjugation of 
the north was only a question of time. The command of the plain 
by Sisera and his army thus made the situation a national matter; 
for as long as the Canaanites were thrust like a wedge between the 
northern and southern tribes, national unity was impossible. 

So Deborah made an appeal to the whole natfon, and called upon 
Barak to lead the forces. 

The Rising. 
'rhe appeal was answered by many of the tribes, thus: 
From the North Issachar sent a contingent, but Zebulun and 

Naphtali furnished the bulk of the forces, and bore the brunt of the 
contest. 

Frorn the South came men from Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. 
Judah and Simeon are not mentioned; possibly they were pressed 

so hardly by thb Philistines that they could not spare any men to go 
north. 

Ne,ither Asher nor Dan sent any assistance, whilst the Trans­
Jordanic tribes, though they met to discm s the situation, came to no 
definite decision, 

The army of Barak. Barak, in obedience to the call of Deborah, placed 
himself at the head of 10,000 men of Naphtali and Zebulun. He 
was accompanied by Deborah herself. The presence of the prophetess 
doubtless inspired the small force with enthusiasm, but Barak, through 
declining to take the leadership unless Deborah went with his forces, 
was deprived of the full honour of the victory, 

Acting under the orders of Deborah, he led his men to Mount Tabor. 
As Barak was separated from the central tribes by the valley of 
Esdraelon, held by the Canaanites, the ad vane._ to Tabor was sound 
strategy. Screened by the wooded heights, his forces might assemble 
unsuspected by Sisera, whilst the position of the mountain was the 
most favourable possible for q, union of the northern and central 
tribes. 

The movements of Sisera. 
Sisera learnt of the gathering of Israel from some Kenites who bad 

pitched their tents near Kedesh-Naphtali, and who had observed the 
B 
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warriors of the north m<1king their way southward. He assembled 
his cavalry and chariots, and debouching through the western pass 
took up a position covering the defiles through which any troops 
advancing from the south must pass in order to effect a junction with 
the army of Barak. 

The Battle. 
In obedience to the command of Deborah, Barak and his men 

rushe'.l down from Tabor, and fell upon Sisera's army. A great storm 
driving in the faces of the Canaanite host threw the chariots into 
confusion. According to Josephus, their haws and slings were 
rendered useless by the rain, and their heavy armed soldiers, 
benumbed by the cold, were unable to use their swords. And soon 
the mountain tgrrents swelled the streams of the plain, till the 
Kishon rose in flood, and the alluvial plain became a morass. The 
chuiots and horses became entangled in the swamp. The only 
direction in which flight could be attempted lay up the western pass 
through which the Kishon flows. The wild torrent swept away many 
of the fugitives; the rest inextricably entangled in the morass were 
cut down to a man, leaving'·, their corpses to enrich the plain. 

The death of Sisera-at the hands of Jae!, is the last scene in a battle 
whieh was decisive as regards northern Canaan. The results were of 
paramount importance to Israel. The victory of Israel not only 
destroyed for ever all hope of a revival oE Q3,n9,anite suprem<1cy in the 
north, but was the flrsb step towards the formation of a united Israel. 

Period of Rest. Forty years. 

THE SECOND PERIOD. 

5. Gideon, the youngest son of Joash, of the house of Abeizer, of the 
tribe of Manasseh, and dwelling at Ophrah. 

He is known by the double name of-
Gideon (the cutter-down), a name signally appropriate for one who" cut 

down " or destroyed the Midianites. 
Jerubbaal (Let Baal plead), a name given in commemoration of his 

having destroyed the altar of Baal (vi. 32). 
When Gideon is flrst mentioned he was grown up and had sons, 

of whom Jether was the eldest (viii. 20). 
He is addressed by the angel as "a mighty man of valour," so 

probably had already distinguished himself against the predatory bands 
of :\Iidian, We know that his brothers had perished in some struggle 
with the Midianites near Mount Tabor, previous to the deliverance 
wrought by Gideon. 

The Idolatry. 
The victory of Barak on the banks of the Kishon had broken for 

ever the power of the Cancianites and they were now tributary to 
Man~sseh. The Canaanite population chiefly occupied the towns 
(see Sheche111 in the time of Abimelech) and the Israelites were 

·• So we must interpret P,. lxxxiii. 10," Which perished at End-01·, and became as 
,inna Jor the earth." 
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mainly peasant cultivators. The worship of Baal (see p. xliii.) 
flourished side by side with that of Jehovah, and the covenant God of 
Israel was now regarded as only one of the deities to be· worshipped. 

The Oppression. 
The tribes of the desert, the }.Iidianites, Amalekites, and the 

children of the East raided the country year by year, murdering the 
peasants and carrying ofE the crops. It was no organized attempt to 
subdue the country, bi:rt an annual raid at the time of harvest. 

District Oppressed. 
At first it was Giles.d that suffered, then the desert robbers crossed 

the Jordan, devastated the fertile plain of Esdraelon, extending their 
raids down ·the maritime plain of the West as far as Gaza. Life and 
property were so insecure that the people made them dens in the 
mountains, and caves, and strong holds, for safety for themselves and 
their goods. 

Duration. Se-ren years. 

The Deliverance. 
First a prophet is sent who reminded Israel of what God had done 

for them, how he had delivered them from Egypt, and had given 
possession of Canaan. 

The cause of the people's m\sery was not the lack of power in 
Jehovah but the national sin of idolatry "ye have not obeyed my 
·voice.'' 

This call to repentance was quickly followed by help. 
The call of Gideon, 

Gideon was beating ont wheat with a stick in the winepress of 
Joash near the oak at Ophrah. 

It was not usual, save for the poorest, to thresh wheat in this 
manner. Gideon had chosen the method and place for secrecy that 
his action might not be noticed by the marauding bands of Midian. 

Whilst thus engaged an Angel appeared to him and saluted him 
withjthe words, " The Lorcl is with thee, tho1. mighty man of valour." 

It is probable from his answer that Gideon was pondering on the 
miserable state of the country, and thinking of the former deeds of 
Jehovah, for the stranger had won his confidence, and he pours out 
his secret thoughts to him. We may note that Gideon 

(1) Acknowledges the past deeds of Jehovah. · 
(2) Believes in His present might. 
(3) Confesses that Israel's calamities are due to the withdrawal of 

His protection. 
Gideon had thus a true grasp of the condition of the country and 

its causes, so the angel intimated that it is the purpose of Jehovah to 
deliver His people by the hand of Gideon. When Gideon modestly 
pleaded his unworthiness he received the positive assurance," I will 
be with thee, .and thoii shalt smite the Midianites as one 1nan," i.e. 
totally destroy them. Who was this " I " ? Gideon asked for a 
sign, a sign connected with worship and sacrifice. 

The sign was granted and the angel touched with his staff the 
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offerings of flesh and unleavened cakes that Gideon had made to him, 
so that fire rose out of the rock and consumed them all. Then the 
Angel vanished out of his sight. 

Gideon was now convinced that J chovah has called him, but a fresh 
f~ar filled his mind. Could he live now that he has seen an angel of the 
Lord face to face; once more he received an answer, "Peace be rnito 
thee; fem· not: thou shalt not die." We must not attribute want of 
faith to Gideon because of the questions he puts. They are questions 
rather than doubts, and are most natural wlwn we consider the 
circumstances. Israel was oppressed-Jehovah had forsaken his 
people-the tribe of Manasseh was comparatively unimportant-the 
clan of Abiezer was insignificant. 'That Gideon should be called upon 
to deliver Israel was very unlikely, and so though Gideon does not 
doubt the power of Jehovah, he naturally desires to be assured that 
it is the great I AM who is calling upon him to deliver his country. 
His questions, and tho nature of the sign asked. for, arc all directed 
to this one important point. When that is ascertained Gideon is 
ready to act. 

The First Step. Religious Reformation. Destruction of the Altar 
of Baal. 

The same night the Lord appeared to Gideon and bade him destroy 
the altar of Baal and the grove or Ashctah that was by it. The 
directions were explicit and particular. 

He was 
(1) To take two bullocks to assist in pulling down the altar and 

in removing the materials. 
(2) To pull down the altar and ·cut down the grove. 
(3) To build an altar to Jehovah on the top of the rock, so as to be 

visible to all, and on the altar to sacrif.ce the second bullock. 
Gideon accomplished this during the night with the assistance of 

ten of his father's servants, 
On the following morning the men of the city demanded the life of 

Gideon for this act of supposed sacrilege. The faith of Joash appears 
to have been roused by the act of his son whom he defended by an 
unanswerable argument convincing the citizens of the folly of their 
idolatry. If Baal " be a god, let him plead for himself." 

Contrast Gideon's caution in threshing in secret with the osten­
tatious position of the altar at the top of the rock. The removal of 
the Baal worship inspirited the people; it was the sign that Jehovah 
was once more acknowledged and that His aid might be expected in 
the coming conflict. 

The Second Act. The rout of tlie Midianites. 

Once more the Midian host crossed the Jordan and encamped in 
the plain of Jezreol. Though Gideon might well have been eager to 
avenge the death of his brothers, he made no move on his cwn 
initiative. It was when the "Spirit of the Lord came upon him" 
that he gave the signal. 
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The Assembly. 
At the blowing of the trumpet his father's house, the clan of the 

Abiezrites, joined him as one man. 
Then swift messengers were sent through all Manasseh, his own 

tribe, and they too, hastened to join him. 
Thus strengthened Gideon sent messengers along the sea coast to 

the northern tribes, and Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali joined his 
standard. 

Issachar may have been unable to rise because the Tlfidianites held 
the main part of their territory. 

The Sign. 
Gideon now asked for a sign, not in doubt as to God's faithfulness 

or power, but to be really assured that he was called by Jehovah to 
the work of deliverance. 

The sign was twofold, and chosen by Gideon himself. 
First the fleece spread on the threshing floor was saturated with 

dew whilst the ground around was dry. . 
But it is the nature of wool to attract and absorb the moisture in 

the atmosphere. So Gideon asked for the contrary to take place; so 
Secondly. The fleece was dry, whilst on the ground there was dew. 
The symbolical meaning may be:-
Fleece = Israel. Ground = all nations. Dew = the symbol of_ 

Divine blessing. 
Thus: 

(1) \Vhen the ground was dry, Israel was vouchsafed the dew 
of Divine blessing. 

(2) When Israel was given up to idolatry, Israel (the fleece) -was 
dry, i.e. deprived of God's favour, whilst the ground around 
being wet, taught the lesson that God still poured out His 
blessing, of which Israel, by its apostasy, was deprived. 

The cautious doubts of Gideon were dispelled for ever. We do not 
read that he ever again asked for a sign. 

The Position of the Armies. 
Gideon's army is said to have been upon Mount Gilead. This is 

evidently an err.or in transcription, and should be read as Mount 
Gilboa. Correcting this error we have a fairly accurate description of 
the position of the contending hosts. 

On the South, on the crest of Mount Gilboa, at the foot of which 
was the spring or well of Harod, Gideon had posted his men, ::J2,00J 
in number. 

To the North, in the plain of Jezreel, lay the camp of Midian 
(135,000 men), with the hill of Moreh to the north of them. 

Elimination of the timorous. 
It was the purpose of Jehovah to give unmistakable proof th[lt the 

deliverance was wrought by His hand, "lest Ismel vaunt themselves 
against me, saying, Mine own hancl hath sm:ecl me.'' The deliverance 
was due to the religious reformation wrought by Gideon, and this fact 
must be impressed upon the people. So Gideon was commanded to 
make proclamation that all who were "fcmjul ancl afraid" should 
depart home. 22,000 returned, le;wing 10,000 with Gideol'_. 
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Further Selection of the bravest, self-denying Soldiers. 
But the number was still too great, so Jehovah commanded Gideon 

to make a further test of his men. He was to take them down to the 
spring and notice how they drank, and separate them thus: 

Tho,e who lapped the water like a dog, i.e. who took the wate1· from 
the brook with the hollow of their hand, and lapped it into the mouth 
as a dog lappeth water, were to go with Gideon. 

Those who knelt down to drink were to return home. 
This method of selection may seem fanciful, but it gave Gideon the 

resolute, alert, experienced, self-denying soldiers. The rest of the 
men were self-indulgent and rash, They took no precaution against 
surprise, they gave way to the gratification of the · needs of the 
moment. They were not to be rolied upon for the task before them. 
They would not have pressed doggedly on, "faint yet pursuing," after 
the host of the fleeing lllidianites. 

Only three hundred lapped, yet God declared that with this handful 
of men Gideon would deliver Israel from the oppression of l\fidian. 

Encouragement given to Gideon. The Dream of the Midianite. 
Three hundred were now left, and Gideon prepared for a night 

surprise, and for pursuit. The retiring soldiers left the valiant hand 
provisions and their war trumpets. 'lhis will explain why each man 
had a pitcher and a trumpet. . 

But lest any misgiving of the result should affect Gideon, God bade 
him go down to the Midianite camp and ascertain how matters 
were in the host of the enemy. Accompanied by bis attendant, 
Phurah, Gideon crept stealthily towards the camp, till he was near 
enough to hear the conversation of the guards. They heard one of 
the Midianites tell his dream. The dream was simply !-his, "Behold 
a cake of barley bread tumbled, as rolling from a height into the camp 
of Midian, and it came to the tent (i.e. the tent of tbe Midianite chief), 
and smote it, so that it fdl, was overturned, and lay along levelled to 
the ground." And to this his companion replied, "This is nothing 
else than the sword of Gideon, the son of Joash, the Israelite: God 
hath given Midian and all the camii into his hand." 

The Interpretation of the Dream, 
The Barley Cake = the Israelites. 
The cake was a Ettle flat round cake of· barley meal, the most poor alld 

common killd of food, and so symbolical of the impoverished and oppressed 
state of Ismel. 

Tumbling= the descent of Gideon and his men from tµe heights 
into the plain. 

The Tent (the definite article is implied) = the principal tent of 
the camp, i.e. the camp of the general. 

The Overturning of the tent = the complete d£Struction of the 
host of Midian. 

The Effect of the Dream. 
(1) On the Midianites. Told from man to man the impression 

made upon the host must have prepared for the panic which, 
commencing with the outposts, was so soon to spread through 
the whole camp. 
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(2) On Gideon. He was assured of the despondency of his foe, 
and was convinced that God had certainly given the enemy 
into his hands. He wor3hipped and returned to his men, 
determined to attack without delay. 

The Attack. 
Gideon divided his men into three bands of one hundred each, each 

man holding a trumpet in one hand, and in the other a lighted torch 
concealed in a pitcher. Gideon himself with one hundred men made 
his way to the furthest end of the camp, having instructed the other 
companies to await the signal which he would give, and all to act 
together. 

The time selected was alter the first sentries had been relieved, and 
the second posted; so that the crump had settled down for the night. 

'Nhen all was ready Gideon gave the signal by blowing his trumpet, 
and then the three hundred men broke their pitchers, blew their 
trumpets and shouted, "the sword of the Lord and of Gideon." The 
alarmed J\.Iidianites, hearing the trumpets and seeing the blaze of the 
torches, imagined the camp was surrounded by a host of Israelites 
whose numbers were unknown. They rushed in panic through the 
darkness of the night. Each man's sword was turne~ against his 
neighbour, many were killed or trampled underfoot, and the panic­
stricken host fled in confusion. 

The Flight. 
The fugitives naturally made for the Jordan, and appear to haYe 

separated into two distinct bodies taking a different line of :flight. 
'rhe first body, uniler Zebah and Zalmunna, managed to cross the 

Jordan, and made their way towards the wilderness. This band was 
pursued by Gideon in person, who was now joined by tho tribes of 
:Naphtali, Asher and Manasseh, probably the warriors previously 
dismissed, who hastened to rejoin on hearing of the flight of Midian. 

The second band, under Oreb and Zeeb, fled towards the southern 
fords of Jordan, and were intercepted by the tribe of Ephraim, 
summoned by Gideon to occupy the 'waters' or tributaries of the 
Jordan and the fords of Jordan itself. The Ephraimites completely 
destroyed the fleeing host, and captured Oreb and Zeeb, putting them 
to death," Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb at thewinepressof.Zeeb." 

The Altercation with Ephraim. 
Ephraim followed the fugitives beyond Jordan, bringing wlth them 

the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon, whom they reproached on 
account of their not being called first of the tribes to the war. Gideon 
appeased their wrath by a tactful and diplomatic reply. The gleaning 
of Ephraim in the capture and execution of the Midianite leaders, 
Oreb and Zeeb, was better than the full vintage of the thousands of 
unknown Midianites slain by the insignificant family of Abi-ezer. 

Pursuit after Zebah and Zalmunna. 
With dogged pertinacity Gideon held on his course after Zebah and 

Zalmunna. He may have been determined, ii possible, to capture 
these princes in order to avenge the death of his brothers. "Faint 
yet pursuing," the indefatigable three hundred crossed Jordan, and 
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reached Succoth, where they were denied provisions. The people of 
Penuel in like manner refused to supply food to t-be weary band. 
They may have been influenced. 

1. By indifference to the cause of Jehovah, 
2. By fear of J\Iidianite vengeance. They may have regarded the 

defeat as only temporary, and have hesitated to comply lost 
another predatory band should ravage their country. 

8. By contempt for the little band of 300, whom they deemed no 
match fort-he 15,000 under Zebah and Zalmunna. 

But Gideon did not pause in his purpose. He threatened the 
inhospitable, uncharitable inhabitants of the two places with 
punishment on his return, and pressed on, 

The camp of Zebah and Zalmunna surprised. 
The J\Iidianite chiefs fled as far as Kharkor. They seem to have 

imagined they were safe from pursuit, and to have encamped in 
security. But Gideon made a detour and fell upon them from the 
cast, a quarter from which attack was least expected. The attack 
resulted in the defeat and flight of the host, and the capture of Zebah 
and Zalmunn!l. 

The return of Gideon. 
On bis way back, Gideon beat the seventy-seven princes of Succoth 

to death with thorns, and mzed the tower of Penuel, slaying the 
men of the city, who appear to have fought in defence of the place. 
Having thus fulfilled his threat, be led his captives in triumph to 
Ophmh, where he put them to death in vengeance for the slaughter 
of his own brothers at ]\fount Tabor, during some previous raid of 
the J\Iidianites. 

Signal character of the deliverance, 
"How signlll the deliverance was, appears from its many 

memorials: the name of Gideon's altar, of the spring of Harod, of the 
rock of Oreb, of the wine press of Zeeb; whilst the Prorhcts and 
Psalmist allude again and again to details not mentioned in the 
history" (STANLEY). 

Results of Gideon's victory. 
The first attempt to establish 

hereditary in the family of Gideon. 
ancl thy son, an,l thy son's son also; 
the hand of J[idian." 

a monarchy and to make it 
" Rule thou over us, both thou, 

for thou hast delii·ered us from 

Gideon declined the honour, but he reigned in all but regal state, and 
be foll into the temptation of endeavouring to combine the priestly 
and the regal power. Out of the spoil of Midian he made a sacred 
Ephod, and appears to have arrogated to himself high-priestly 
functions, This Jed to a false worship of Jehovah, and to Gideon and 
his house this" thing became a snare," whilst after his death, the 
children of Israel turned again to Baal-worship and made Baal­
berith their god at Sbechem. 

With regal state and priestly functions, Gideon also adopted 
polygamy, with unhappy consequences to his house. 

Duration of rest. Forty years. 



THE JUDGES AND THE OPPRESSIONS. 

6. Abimelech. 

XXV. 

Gideon left seventy sons. One of these was Abimelech, not a 
legitimate son, but one by a "maid-servant," a native of Shechem. 

It would appear that many of the old Canaanite inhabitants had 
remained in Shechem after the cong_uest of the land, and that the 
mother of Abimelech was of Canaanite extraction. 

The usurpation. 
On the death of Gideon, Abimelech determined to seii,e power for 

himself. 
He appealed-

First. To the tendency for a monarchical £arm of government. Is it 
" better for you, either that all the sons of Jeritbbabel, which are three­
score and ten persons, or that one re"ign over 1;ou?" 

Secondly. To his kinsmen in Shechem, i.e. the Canaanite popu­
lation, "his mother's brethren." "Remember also that I am your 
bone and your flesh." 

His appeal was readily responded to, and his mother's relatives 
entered into negotiations with the citizens of -Shechem. They 
supplied Abimelech with seventy shekels of silvor out of the treasury 
of the temple of Baal-berith, and with this sum (about half-a-crown 
a head) Abimelech hired a band of desperate abandoned men and by 
their aid he seized the seventy sons of Gideon (all but J otbam, the 
youngest) and slaughtered them upon one stone apparently as a kind 
of sacrifice. 

The rising of the Shechemites against the sons of Gideon would be 
considered as the contending of Baal against the house of Gideon. 
'l'he slaughter of the sons of Gideon would be considered a triumph 
for Baal. Hence the contribution from the treasury of Baal-berith, 
and the slaughter of Giclcon's sons upon one stone after the manner 
of a sacrifice to Ba:,l. 

\Ve may note here the result of Gideon's mistakes. 
First, his making of the Ephod had led to false worship of Jehovah, 

to be followed by setting up· of Baal worship. The funds of Baal's 
temple provided the means by which Abimelech hired his band of 
assassins. 

Secondly. Gideou's polygamy brought about the usual con­
seg_uences, viz. intrigue for power after bis death, and app,.rently an 
enervated, spiritless set of sons·brought up under harem influences. 

The Parable of Jotham. 
'rhe men of Shochem now gathered together, an9- in solemn 

assembly elected Abimelech as king (the first to receive that name) 
at the sacred stone under the oak at Shecbem. But Jotham, the 
youngest of Gideon's sons, who had escaped the slaughter of his 
hrerhrcn, interrupted the festivities by suddenly appearing on l\Iount 
Gerizim. There, guarded from approach by the intervening valley, 
he uttered the first recorded fable. Across the valley his words would 
be audible to the crowd below, whilst he himself was safe from 
attack. 

For fable and application, see pp. 88--39. 
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Having uttered the fable, prophetic of the fate of Shechem and 
Abimelech, Jotham lied in haste towards the rnuth as far as Beer, out 
of the reach of Abimelech. 

The Rule and Death of Abimelech. 
Abimelech ruled rather than reigned for three years. His 

principal supportei-s were, as has been seen, the native Shechemites, 
i.e. the descendants of the Canaanite population, who appear to 
have formed a, kind of '°·'League. 

Abimelech for some reason not recorded, resided at Arumah and 
not 8hcchem, which was governed by his lieutenant, Zcbul. His 
rule appears to have been feebly exercised, for b1·igandage was on the 
increase. The Hivite population seem to have been early disloyal to 
the king they had elected, and the banditti not only robbed all who 
made their way over the mountain passes, but laid ambushes for the 
purpose of capturing Abimelech himself. 'l'hough this was reported 
to Abimelech he appears to have taken no action. 

At last the rebellion came to a head, on the occasion of the Vintage 
Festival. Gaal, a native Hivite, and the leader of a brigand band, 
entered Shecbem, and at the festival in the house of Baal-berith won 
o,'er the native population. Abimelech had gained their favour because 
of his mother's relationship with the Canaanites of Shechem. But 
Gaal reminded them that Abimelech was only half a Canaanite. He 
was an Israelit<cl really, and the son of Jerubbabel, who threw down the 
altar of Baal. Why should the Canaanites serve him? Let them 
serve the native lords descended from Hamor, the founder of Shechem. 

Zebu] at once informed Abimelech of the critical nature of the 
position, and the latter acted with promptness and decision. He 
advanced against the city in four divisions. Gaal, with his senses 
clouded after the festivities of the preceding evening, was persuaded 
and deluded by Zebu] into imagining the approaching forces were 
shadows on the hill sides, until it was too late to make effectual 
provision for meeting Abimelech. He and his forces were defeated, 
but managed to escape into the city, whence, however, they were 
expelled by Zebu] and his party. This concludes the first act in the 
drama of the death of Abimelech. 

The people of Shechem, having expelled Gaal, appear to have 
thought they had regained the favour of Abimelech, and thus were 
lulled into security. But Abimelech was determined upon revenge, 
and attacked the people whilst engaged in their labours in the field. 
By means of an ambush he cut off their retreat into the city. He 
then stormed and destroyed the city and sowed it with salt as 
svmbolical of its abandonment and desolation. 
"The tower of the Temple of Baal-berith still held out. Abimelech 

captured it by the device of cutting down wood from the neighbouring 

* "The remnant of the original population, with the adherents gained from 
am011gst the conquerors, had elevated Shechem into a kind of metropolitan 
dignity amongst the neighbouring towns; who thus formed a religious league, 
of which the Temple was at Shechem, under the name of Baal-berith, or Baal 
nf the League. Beth-Millo, Arumah, Thebez, are named as amongst the 
dependent cities. The Temple itself was a fortress containing the Sacred 
Treasury" (STANLRY). 
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hill of Zalmon. The boughs were laid at the foot of the tower so that 
when they were lighted the tower caught fire, and" all the men of the 
tower of Shechein died also, about a thousand men and women." 

But the rebellion was not completely stamped out. One other 
stronghold of the revolt remained-the tower of Thebez. The story of 
Shechem is repeated. The inha_bitants took refuge in the tower, and 
Abimelech again had resort to the same expedient of firing the 
building. But whilst directing operations the impetuous general 
appoached near the tower. A woman on the roof seized the 
opportunity, and hurled upon his head a piece of millstone with such 
violence as to fracture his skull. Abimeleeh fell, but in his fall 
desired a soldier's death, and, like Saul on Mount Gil boa, called_ upon 
his armour-bearer to slay him and thus save him from the indignity 
of meeting his death at the hand of a woman. This circumstance 
passed into a kind of proverb as a warning against too near an 
approach to a besieged city (see 2 Sam. xi. 2Vl3), 

Importance of the history of Abimelech. 
(1) It is illustrative of the want of unity among the tribes. 

Abimelech was able to usurp the government almost in the 
ce1itre of the land. 

(2) It is the first attempt to set up monarchy. 
(3) It illustrates the punishment that overtakes the wicked 

through their own sins, ancl the -sacred writer asserts this 
principle clearly and emphatically. 

Abimelech and the men of Shechem were fellow-conspirators in 
the murder of the sons of Gideon and so--

It was God who "sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men, 
of Shechem " (ix. 23). 

It was God who "rendered the wickedness of Abimelech, which he 
did unto his father in slaying his seventy brethren: an1l all the evil of 
the rnen of Shechern did God render upon thei1· heads : and upon them 
came the curse of Jothain the son of elerubbaal ·• (1x. 56-57). 

7. Tola, the son of Puah, and grandson of Dodo, of the tribe of Issachar. 
He judged Israel twenty-three years at Shamir, in Mount Ephrai;n, 

and was buried at Shamir. 
Thus he apparently exercised judgeship over_ the centre of the land. 

B. Jair, a man of Gilead. 
He judged Israel for twenty-two years, and appears to have ruled 

on the east of Jordan, in the land of Gilead. 
It would seem that he was a man of great influence, for his thirty 

sons appear to have been" chiefs" riding on" ass colts," and to have 
governed thirty of the sixty cities comprising the district of Havoth­
jair. 

Apparently the period of forty-five years (Tola twenty-three years; 
Jair twenty-two years) after the death of Abimelech was a period of 
rest. It may be that the usurpation of Abimelech led to renewed 
repentance on the part of the people. 

With Jair the second period cf the history of the Judges is 
concluded. 
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THE THIRD PERIOD, 

The third period includes the contemporaneous rule of Jephthah and 
his successors in the north and east, and of Sa,mson and El! 1n the south 
and south-west, which may be summarized as follows:-

North and East. South ancl West. 
Ammonite oppression, 

Jephthah. 

18 ye~rs, 

6 years. 

7 years. 

Philistine oppression. 40 years. 

" Samson began lo deliver 
Israel " during 20 years 

Ibzan. {xiii. 5). 20 years. 
Twenty years later Samuel 

defeated the Philistines 
at Rbenezer and com­
pleted the deliverance 

Elon. 

Abdon. 

10 years. 

8 yeil,XS, 

49 years. 
(1 Sam. vii.) 20 years. 

40 years. 

9. Jephthah, of whom we have the following particulars:-
1. He was a Gileadite, i.e., of the inhabitants of Gilead. 
2. He was the son of Gilead, which appears to h:we been a family 

name in the tribe of l\Ianasseh. 
3. He was, like Ishmael and Abimelech, of inferior birth. 
4. 'fhe sons of Gilead drove him out of the house of their father that 

he might not share the paternal inheritance, just as Abraham 
sent away Ishmael and the sons of Keturah that they might 
not inherit with Isaac (Gen. xxi. 10., xxv. 6). 

5. He appealed to the elders of Gilead for redress, but in vain. 
6. He took refuge in the land of Tob, a district in the north-east of 

Perrea, and gathered about him a band of freebooters, who "went 
out with him," i.e. on predatory expeditions. 

7. He had gained reputation as a brave warrior and skilful leader, 
" he was a mighty man of valour." 

8. He had one daughter, his only child. 

The Apostasy and Idolatry of Israel. 
The double oppression by the Ammonites and by the Philistines 

was the result of the lapse of·tho people into idolatry. No less than 
seven heathen deities are mentioned as being worshipped by the 
Israelites (x. 6), viz: 

1. Bahalim h} The Cc1na£1ni te gods of the sun and the moon. 
2. As tarot 
3. The Gods of Syria; not named. 
4. 'l'he Gods of Zidon; probably the Zidonian Astarte. 
5. The Gods of l\Ioab ; Ohemosh (1 Kings xi. 33). 
6. The Gods of Ammon; Milcom or Malech (1 Kings xi. 33). 
7. The Gods of the Philistines; Dagon (Judges xvi. 23). 
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\Vhen Ismel cried for deliverance we find seL·en nations out of whose 
hands Jehovah had delivered his people (x. 11, 12) viz :-

1. The Egyptians-at the Exodus. 
2. The Amorites-the defeat of Sihon. 
3. The Ammonites-who were joined with Eglon, king of ::iloab. 
4. The Philistines-through Shamgar. 
5. The Zidonians-the defeat of the northern Canaanitos.by Barak. 
G. The Amalekitos-at Rephidim, and again in the deliverance by 

Giacon. 
7. The Maonites (for which read l\lidianites)-routed by Gideon. 
The order fairly comprises the great deliver<:1nccs in order from the 

Exodus to the time of Jephthah. 
The Oppression. 

The Ammonites (see p. lix.), 
Duration. 

Eighteen years. 
District oppressed. 

The tribes on the casLorn side of Jordan. 
The Ammonites also crossed the Jordan, probably at the lower fords, 

and made raids into Judah, Benjamin and Ephraim. 

The Deliverance. 
The people humbled themselves, entreated the Lord, and put away 

the strange gods. Having thus repented, they ventured to go to meet 
the Ammonites, for the first time in the eighteen years of the oppression, 

The gathering place was l\Iizpeh of Gilead, known later as Ramoth­
Gilead, the Key of Gilcaa, comrnandiug the only easy road from the 
Jordan. 

Choice of a Leader. 
Committed to the struggle with Ammon, the Gileadites resolved to 

look round for a leader, and their choice fell upon Jephthah, whose 
reputation as a general marked him out as most fittod for the 
command. 

The genuine reprntance of Gilead is shown by two acts. 
1._ They acknowledged and repented of their sin of idolatry. 
2. They acknowledged and repented of Lhc injustice that had 

been done to J ephthah. 
And so the agreement that Jephthah should be their captain was 

solemnly ratified before Jehovah. 
This contest with Amir10n is remarkable for the record of the 

diplomatic proceedingcl ere war was ;ictually en tercel upon. 
Two Embassies were sent by Jephthah, the fi.rsl to make complaint 

against the invasion, and the second to disprove the claim of the 
Ammonites to the land they bad invaded. From the neg·otiations 
we obtain a clear insight into the land claimed and the details of the 
dispute. 

The district in dispute. 
The lai:d east of Jordan bounded by the Arnon on the south and 

the Jabhok on the north. 
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The claim of Ammon. 
That this district belonged to them, and was taken from them by 

the Israelites on the journey from Egypt to Canaan. The Ammonites 
demanded the restoration of this district. 

It was a claim with some shadow of justice, for the territory had 
once been in the possession of Moab and Ammon, but had been 
conquered by the Amorites. 

The reply of Jephthah. 
A well-argued and clearly-stated justification of Israel's claim to 

the land. Jephthah states:-
1. That at the time of their journey to Canaan, Israel did not 

attack }loab, Edom nor Ammon. They asked permission to 
go through the lands of these nations, and when refused 
permission, they journeyed round them. 

2. 'l'hat the territory now claimed by the Ammonites was then 
in the posse~sion of Sihon king of the Amorites. 

3. That Israel asked permission of Sihon to pass through into 
Canaan. Sihon not only refused, but gathered his forces and 
attacked Israel by whom he was defeated and slain at Jahaz. 

4. That Israel had then taken possession of the country, and 
their claim of conquest was not disputed by Balak, king of 
:Hoab, who acquiesced in their occupation. 

5. That !Brae! had held undisputed possession of the land for 
some 300 years. If this fact did not entitle them to hold the 
land, it would be difficult to establish any valid claim to 
any territory. 

6. 'L'bat the land had been given Israel by their God, Jehovah, 
who had dispossessed the Amorites. Israel would retain what 
Jehovah had given them. Let the Amorites possess what 
Chemosh, their God, might give them. If the war be a 
question between Jehovah and Chemosh, Israel would figilt 
in reliance upon the power and assistance of Jehovah, 

The defeat of Ammon. 
With such a spirit of faith and in reliance upon God, it is not to be 

wondered at that we are told that "the Spirit of fhg Lord came upon 
Jephthah," and that he marched with confidence against Ammon, 
,1nd routed them with great slaughter. "Thus the children of Ammon 
were subdued before the children of Israel." 

Jephthah's Vow. 
Before going to battle Jephthah made a solemn vow to the Lord: 

"If thou shalt with01tt fail deliver the children of Ammon into mine 
hands, then it shall be, that whatsoerer cometh forth of the doors of 
my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the children 
of Ammon, shaU surely be the Lord's, and I will offer it 1,p for 
a burnt-offering." (xi. 30, 31). 

Such was ths vow, and we know that it was kept. The Ammonites 
were totally defeated, but on Jephthah's return the first to meet him 
was his daughter, his only child, who greeted him with music and 
dances in honour of his victory. 
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The agony of Jephthah is painted in touching words, but neither 
father nor daughter shrank fnm the obligation. The daughter 
pleaded for a respite of two months to bewail her maidenhood with her 
companions upon the mountains, and then returned to her father, 
"wlw did with her according to ms vow whidi he had made." And 
ever after it because the custom of the maidens cl Israel to 
,:, "praise" the daughter of Jcphthah yearly for four days. 

Such is the story, and we are met by one of the most difficult 
questions in Bible narrative. 

Did Jephthah offer his daughter as a human sacrifice! (seep. xii.). 
Contest with Ephraim. 

The victory of Jephthah over Ammon so exalted the eastern tribes 
that Ephraim felt it necessary to assert its supremacy. This jealousy 
on the part of Ephraim had been already exhibited in the time of 
Gideon, when the tactful reply of that judge averted open conflict. 

On the present occasion Ephraim took Jephthah to task for not 
having summoned the tribe to war against Ammon. 

Jephthah's reply was a complete justification of his action. He had 
called upon Ephraim; and aid was refused, Now, after the danger 
was passed, Ephraim claimed to be offended. Possibly that tribe had 
refused co-operation because the Gileadites hadappointedJephthah as 
commander without consulting them. They now added the insult 
of taunting the Gilead.ites as being runaways or fugitives from 
Ephraim. The result was a civil war in which Ephraim invaded 
Gilead and sufiered severe defeat. They endeavoured to escape over 
Jordan, but the Gilcadites had seized the fords, and detecting the 
fugitives by the test of asking them to say 'Shibboleth,' which they 
pronounced as ' Sibboleth,' slew 42,000 of them. 

Rest and Judgeship, six years. 
10. Ibzan of Bethlehem in Zebulun, 

He judged in the north for seven years. 
He had thirty sons, and thirty daughters. 
The daughters "he sent away," i.e., gave them in marriage, and 

in their places brought home thirty women from abroad, as wives 
for his sons. 

He was buried at Bethlehem in Zebulun. 
11. Elon of the tribe of Zebulun. 

He judged Israel ten years, and was buried at Aijalon in Zebulun. 
12. Abdon, son of Hillel of Pirathon, situated in the tribe of Ephraim 

the district known as the Mount of the Amalekites. 
He had forty sons, and thirty grandsons, who rode upon seventy 

asses, which was a sign of distinguished rank in those times when 
the Israelites bad no horses. 

13. Samson. The only Judge of whom full details are given, including 
his birth and manner of his death. 

Three periods in Samson's life. 
First period. Samson true to the Nazarite vow. 'Occasion' was found 

against the dominant Philistines. The Spirit of the Lord was with · 

• Praise, such is the literal translatiou of the original. The 111~idens did not 
bewail her fate, but praised her sacrifice and self-devotion. 
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Samson in his contests with the Philistines. Samson triumphed 
on each occasion. 

After his 0xploit at Lehi in the slaughter of the Philistines with 
the jawbone of au ass, it is said that Samson judged Israel twenty 
years, i.e. Samson gained his authority as judge by this victory. 

Second period. Samson now used his gift of strength bestowed upon 
him for the deliverance of Ismel in his self-indulgence. 

1. He went down to Gaza, not against the Philistines, not under 
the Spirit of the Lord, but to gratify his own self-indulgence. 
He used his strength to extricate himself from a difficulty 
into which he had been brought by his own folly. 

2. He again ga.-c way to self-indulgence in his passion for 
Delilah, and ha.-ing already ceased to be a Na7'arite at 
heart, lost the outward sign of his vow. 

Thus he was deserted by Jehovah and foll an easy prey to his 
enemies the Philistines. 

Third perfod. Repentance, and restoration, He diod, but by his 
death dealt a greater blow to tbe Philistines than by all the 
!lachiovements of bis life. 

Of this judge we may briefly notice. 

1. His Birth (see Chapter xiii.). 
2. His Nazarite vow, viz.: 

(a) Not to eat anything that cometh of the vine. 
(b) Not to drink wine, nor strong drink. 
(c) Not to eat any unclean thing. 
(dj Not to cut his hair. 

3. His strength, which lay in the observance of the Nazarite vow. 

4. His weakness, which consisted in yielding to carnal lust. 
5. His exploits. 

(a) His marriage. 
(b) The slaying of the lion, 
(c) The slaughter ,of thirty Philistines at Askelon to pay his 

wager. 
(cl) The burning of the c1·ops of the Philistines. 
(e) His feat of strength in snapping the cords with which 

the men of Judah bound him when they delivered him to 
the Philistines. 

(f) The slaughter of 1,000 Philistines with the jawbone of an ass. 
(g) The carrying away of the gates of Gaza. 
(h) His infatuation for Delilah, and his subsequent capture by 

the Philistines. 
(i) His death, when he destroyed more Philistines, by the fail 

of the temple of Dagon, than he had slain in his life. 
'Ne may note also sonral phases in his career and character. 
(1) His love of humour-throughout he turns the laugh upon the 

stupid Philistines. 
(a) The riddle propounded at the marriage fcaAt. 
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(b) The grim humour with which he pays the wager by the 
slaughter of thirty Philistines at Askelon. 

(c) 'l'he ingenious method by which he destroyed the crops of 
the Philistines. 

(cl) His punning allusion to the jawbone and the mass of 
slain Philistines (see note p. 60). 

(e) His escape from Gaza. '1'.he carrying away of the gates was 
evidently regarded by him as a huge joke. 

(2) His exploits and troubles are all connected with women. 
(a) His 111.arriage with the Philistine woman of Timnath, 

bringing in its train-
(1) The slaughter of the thirty Philistines at Askelon. 
(2) The destruction of the crops of the Philistines. 
(3) 'J'he slaughter of 1,000 Philistines at Lehi. 

(b) The woman of Gaza, leading to the carrying off of the 
gates of Gaza. 

(c) Delilah, bringing about the fall and death of Samson. 
(3) He began to deliver Israel. 
This was in accordance with the prophecy of the angel, "And he 

shall begin to delii:er Israel out of the hand of the Philistines" (xiii. 5). 
The deliverance was not corn pleted till the defeat of the 

Philistines by Sa.muel at Eben-ezer (1 Samuel vii. 14). 
District oppressed. 

The South, especially the territory of Dan, Judah and Simeon, 
The oppressors. 

The Philistines (see p. lxi.). 
Duration of oppression. 

Forty years. 
Samson's Judgeship. .,,wenty years, i.e. the first twenty years of the 

Philistines' oppression. 

THE APPENDIX. 
In point of time the two episodes mentioned in the Appendix arc 

anterior to the main section of the Book of Judges, and are illustrative of 
the state of the country. · 
1. The story of Micah illustrates how the people had abandoned the 

worship of Jehovah at Shiloh, and how in centres a spurious 
worship of Jehovah had begun. Decline of True Religion and 
Abandonment of Religious Unity (for story see chaps. xvii., xviii.). 

2. The story of the Levite illustrates the moral degradation of the 
people, the anarchy, and want of authority in the government. 
Social and Moral Decline and Abandonment of National Unity (for 
story see chaps. xix., xx., xxi.). 

These two stories are placed t!.t the end of the book so as not to interrupt 
the thread of the connected narrative. 

They are narrated as illustrations of the two great evils which were at 
work during the age of the judges, viz. 

1. Spiritual evils in the abandonment of the national worship 
instituted at Shiloh. 

C 
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2. Moral and social evils resulting from intercourse with the 
Canaanites, which Jed the people to copy the abominations of 
those races. 

These evils arc accentuated by two groat causes. 
1. The decline of the high-priesthood, and the consequent lack of 

religious instruct.ion. 
There is only one mention of either the ark or the high priest through­

out the book, viz. in the expedition against the Benjamites (xx. 28). 
2. The lack of a single. ruler governing the whole nation. "In 

those days there was no king in Israel, but every rnan did that 
which was right in his otcn eyes" (xvii. 6, xviii. 1, xix. 1, xxi. 25). 

The expedition against Benjamin is not only illustrative of the method 
of government, but contains incidents which clearly place this event in 
the lifetime of the elders that outlived Joshua. 

As we have seen (p. ix.), the civil authority was vested in the elders of 
the tribes. On occasions of great importance a general assembly was 
held and counsel asked of God. The leader, whether a tribe or an 
individual, was chosen at such an assembly. 

All these details are recorded in the story of the expedition against 
Benjamin. 

All Israel was quickly gathered together. Never again in the tinie of the 
Judges was there an instance of such unity in tribal action. The 
organization instituted by Moses in the wilderness and continued by 
Josh.ta was evidently still in existence. 

The High Priest asked counsel of God. 
There are other indications of time. 

I. Phinehas was the High Priest. 
2. The people "wept and sat there before the Lord and fasted, and 

offered burnt offerings and peace-offerings" (xx. 26). 
So idolatry was not yet common among the nation. 

3. There was no thought of providing heathen wives for the remnant 
of Benjamin. 

So intermarriage v:ith heathen nations had not yet become general. 
All these details point to a time not long after the death of Joshua, and 

certainly in the lifetime of those elders who outlived him, for it is 
distinctly stated that the people served the Lord "all the days of the 
elders that outlived Joshua, who had seen all the (Jreat icorks of the Lord, 
that he did for Israel " (ii. 7). 
The Book of Ruth. 

This Book may to some extent be considered a.n appendix to the Book of Judges 
giving a picture of the peaceful rural life of the people. 

Elimelech is generally considered to have taken refuge in Moab during tlie 
period of the Midianite incursions in the time of Gideon, which devastated the 
land to such an extent that the want of the necessaries of life may well be 
described as "a famine in the land." 

Josephus lays the history of Ruth in the days of Eli. 
The object of the Book of Ruth. 

1. To present a supplement by way of contrast to the Book of Judges. 
2. To show the true spirit of Israel. 
3. To exhibit the mysterious connection between Israel and the Gentiles. 
4. To trace the genealogy of David (EDERSHEIM), 
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xxxviii. THE BOOK OF JUDGES. 

THE CHARACTERS OF THE JUDGES 
NOTES ON MORAL DIFFICULTIES. 

Ehud. We may note that Scripture is silent on the deed of Ehud in 
tbe assassination of Eglon. This silence is the severest condemnation. 
No moral difficulty need be imagined here. . 

The Judges were representatice men ;-representative of their time. 
They acted according to the moral ideas of their period, and it would 
be as absurd to imagine them as far advanced in civllization and 
humanity as the European nations of to-day, as it would be to 
imagine them in possession of the full knowledge of revealed religion 
possessed by the Apostles under the influence of the Holy Spirit. 

In civilization, in humanity, and in religious knowledge they were 
representative men of their age. 

Character of Barak. 
1. A man of great faith. This is certain, for he is mentioned by St. 

Paul as an example of faith (see Heb. xi. 32, and Appendix, p. 104), 
and his name is also mentioned by Samuel as one of the great heroes 
of the Judges (1 Sam. xii. 11, and Appendix, p. 104). 

2. An able general, shown in:-
(a) The fact that his fame must have reached Deborah at 

Mount Ephraim. 
(b) His admirable preparation of his forces. 
(c) His generalship in the battle. 
(d) His persistent pursuit of Sisera. The capture or death of the 

Oanaanitish general meant the breaking of the power of Ja bin. 
3. Cautious and even hesitating. This is the defect in his character. 

As an able general he would calculate the odds against h:m. How 
could the comparatively small number of Israel, all footmen, hope 
to compete with the host of Sisera, comprising horsemen and 
chariots of iron? In case of defeat, the Northern tribes, cut off by 
the Oanaanites from the centre of the land, must have been 
annihilated. 

His caution leads him to require the presence of Deborah with his 
army for the purpose of assurance that God had really called him 
to deliver Israel, and in order to inspire the army with enthusiasm. 

4. Prompt in action. As his name f'" lightning'') signifies, Barak was 
swift to execute when decisive action was needed. 

He was prompt in obedience to the call of Deborah. 
He led his army into the plain in immediate obedience to her 

command. He struck swiftly and energetically on the confused 
mass of Oanaanites. He was untiring and relentless in the pursuit 
of Sisera in his flight. 

His caution and lack of confidence in himself may be compared to the hesitancy 
of Moses to meet Pharaoh when bidden to do so by Jehovah from the burning 
bush at Sinai. 

* The narne 'Burak'; 'Barca '-lightning, appears in the Ba.l'ca family of 
Carthage, of whom Hamilcar and Hannibal were the most illustrious. 
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Ami as Moses then lost p,i,rt of the honour of delivering Israel, Aaron being his 
spokesman, so Barak, by his slowness to believe, lost the complete honour of 
the victory. Sisera was to fall by the han<l of a woman, 

The Conduct of Jael. 
As we read the narrative we conclude that she was guilty of-

1. Lying, in inviting Sisera to her tent for the purpose of securing 
possession of his person, intending either his death or to hand him 
over to Barak. 

2. Breach of the Laws of Hospitality. The Eastern custom is that a 
man's life is safe even with his deadly foe should he partake of food 
under the roof of the latter-safe, that is, as long as he remains there. 

3. Assassination, in driving the tent peg into the temples of Sisera. 
Granting that at first Jae! may have been sincere in her invitation 

to Sisera and have meant to have sheltered him, yet in her change of 
purpose she broke the custom of hospitality, and committed murcler. 

Why should Deborah pronounce Jae! blessed?-'' Blessed above 
women shaU Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite be, etc.'' (v. 24,). 

Deborah is contrasting the conduct of Jae! with the supineness and 
cowardice of the inhabitants of l\Ieroz, and praising the heroism of 
Jael, just as in modern times we can admire the heroic conduct of 
Charlotte Corday in the assg,ssination of l',farat, whilst we have 
nothing but condemnation for the morality of the act. The sacred 
historian represents the deed as in accordance with the spirit of the 
times. We must believe that whilst Deborah was inspired by the 
Spirit of the Lord to deliver Israel, still her sense of morality must be 
guaged by the age in which she lived and not by the Christian 
standard of more enlightened times. 

The Character of Gideon. Gideon is distinguished for:-
1. Faith, as evidenced by St. Paul quoting his name as an example of 

faith (Heb. xi. 32). 
2. Caution. This caution makes it almost appear as if Gideon were 

wanting in faith; thus:-
(a) He requires proof that God is present with him whilst His 

messenger is actually speaking to him. 
(b) When called upon to lead Israel against the Midianites he asks 

for a sign. 
But these acts are not the acts of a faithless man, but rather those 

of a cautious person. All through Gideon does not doubt the power 
of Jehovah. In the interview with the angel he recognizes the might 
of Israel's God, acknowledges what He had done for Israel, and 
confesses that the miserable condition of the people is due to with­
drawal of His protection. 

All that Gideon desires is to he assured that Gou. has really called 
upon him, and that He will be with him. 

Once convinced of this there is no hesitancy ; thus­
(1) He obeys the c~ll to destroy the altar of Baal. 
(2) He dismis3es his army at, Goi's command. 
l3) He advances without hesitation with only 300 men to attac', 

the vast host of ::'IIidian. 
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3. Prudence, displayed in the examination of the camp of JHidian, 
the stratagem, the night surprise, the organized pursuit. 

4. Tact and Discretion, evidenced in his tactful reply to the 
Ephraimites (viii. 1-10). 

5. Moderation and lack of Personal Ambition, e,idenced by his 
refusal of the monarchy when offered him by the grateful people. 

6. Decision, particularly in-
(a) The destruction of the altar of Baal. 
(b) The attack on JHidian. 
(c) The recall of the tribes to the pursuit. 
(cl) The pursuit. 
The two great faults of which he was guilty were:-

1. :Regal State and Polygamy. The usurpation of Abimelech was a 
severe punishment on the house of Gideon for these faults. 

2. The making of an Ephod, and the assumption of the Priestly Office, 
His motives may have heen-

(1) To distinguish Ophrah, the spot where God had appeared to 
him, as a holy place. 

(2) To teach the people that their homage and offerings should he 
made, not to himself, but to God. 

(3) To curb the power of Ephraim, and to keep the national 
religion under his own control. His relations with Ephraim 
may have caused Gideon to be reluctant to go to Shiloh. 
Thus his motives may have been partly political, like 
Jeroboam when he set up the worship of the golden ca]Yes. 

(4) ThB decadence of the priestly influence may have had much 
weight with Gideon, and he may have desired to give a new 
impetus to the national worship, as marking the visibility of 
Jehovah's rule owr Israel. 

\Ve may note that as Gidcon's delirnrance of Israel was twofold, 
viz. (1) Spiritual, i.e. deliverance from Baal worship; (2) Temporal, i.e. 
freedom from the l\Iidianite oppression, so his temptation was 
twofold, viz. (11 Temporal, i.e. the temptation to accept the kingly 
office, which he successfully resists; (2) Spiritual, to which he 
succumbs. Instead of restoring the tabernacle worship, ho yields to 
the temptation of endeavouring to make Ophrah the centre of worship, 
and to take into his own strong hands the sacerdotal office. Why 
should he deliver it up to the feeble grasp of a priesthood which had 
proved itself incapable of such a trust? 

The Punishment. 
Gideon's sin brings about its own punishment, which falls upon 

his own family. 
The people went a whoring after the Ephod, and the thing became 

a snare unto Gideon and his house (Yiii. 27). 
After the death of Gideon, " the worship of Baal becomes again 

common, and especially that of the 'Co-venant-Baal ' (Baal-berith). 
Gideon had made a spurious ephod, the people now chose a false 
'covenant god,' and, having first forsaken the Covenant-Jehovah, 
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they next turned in ingratitude from their earthly deliverer. Neither 
shewed they kindness to the house of Jerrub-baal" (EDERSHEIM), 
The house of Gideon (with the exception of Jotham) perished in the 
usurpation by Abinielech. 

Gideon. Jephthah. Contrast with 
Gideon-cautious, 

humble, 
J ephthah-daring, 

diplomatic and suave 
in his reply to 
Ephraim. 

Did Jephthah offer up his Daughter as a 
Arguments for are-

ambitious, 
outspoken and plain 
in his answer to 
Ephraim. 

Human Sacrifice? 

1. That Jephthah contemplated a human rncrifico as a burnt­
offering to the Lord. 

2. That his agony on meeting his daughter is ex<tggerated if the 
vow did not include a human sacrifice. 

H. That he did with his daughter according to his vow. 
4. That human sacrifices were usual in ,:, Moab and Ammon, the 

nations bordering on Jephthah's native country. 
5. That Jephthah in his wild life as a freebooter was well 

acquainted with the practices of the heathen natiom, and 
hoped by the vow of a human sacrifice to Jehovah to 
propitiate the God of Israel as the Ammonites would on 
their part endeavour to win the favour of :\:Iolech by some 
such sacrifice. 

6, That the Israelites had offered human sacrifices before entering 
Palestine (Ez. xx. 26). 

Arguments against. 
It must be admitLed that Jephthah must have contemplated being 

met by some human being. 
But that be intended a human sacrifice on the altar of Jehovah is 

improbable for-
1. Such sacrifices were prohibited under pain of death as an 

abomination (Lev. xviii. 21). 
2. Such rnw is inconsistent with Jephthah's character for 

(a) He was well versed in the law. 
(b) He was neither rash nor impetuous, as evidenced by his 

treating with the King of Ammon (xii. 27). 
(c) The vow was deliberate, before he set out against Ammon, 

and not uttered in the confusion of battle. 
(cl) Jephthah was a true worshipper of Jehovah. 

*Bafak contemplated human sacrifice (Micah ,i. 7J. 
The king of Moab sacrificed his son in the war against Jehoshaphat (2 Kings 

iii 27). :\Iolech, the god of Ammon, is always described as the deity to which 
h1m1an sacrifices were offered. 

That ,Jephthah's daughter was devoted as a nun Is described by Dean Stanley 
"as contrary to the plain teaching of the text, contrary to the highest authorities 
of the Church, contrary to all the usages of the Old Dispensation." "If the words 
• sllaU .sllrely be the Lorc7's' had stood alone Jephthah's vow might have beeu 
understood like Hannl1h's; but these which follow preclude any other meaning 
than that Je1)hthtth contemplated a hunmn sacrifice." 
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3. It is impossible that such a vow could h11,ve been looked upon 
with favour by Jehovah so that victory and deliverance followed. 

4. Burnt-offerings, according to the l\Iosaic law, were to be 
exclusively males (Lev. i. 3). 

5. If the maiden were doomed to death why should she spend the 
last two months of life on the mountains and not with her 
father? 

6. She bewailed her "maidenhood," i.e. not that she was to die 
young, but that she was to die unmarried. 

7. It is not said that Jephthah sacrificed her, but that he "dfrl 
with her according to his rnw," and that "she lcnew no 
man;" the latter sentence being meaningless if she were put 
to death. 

8. St. Paul instances Jephthah as an example of faith (Heb. xi. 32). 
Could Jephthah have found a place in the scroll of heroes 
had he been guilty of offering a human sacrifice? 

"For his only child to live unmarried and thus to blot out the name 
of Jephthah from Israel was a heavy blow to Jephthah, coming 
as it did in the hour of his greatest glory and prosperity. The 
greatest and happiest man in Israel became in a moment the 
poorest and the most stricken'' (EDERSHErn). 

The Lessons of Samson's life. 
Samson's name is specially mentioned by St. Paul (Heh. xi. 32), as 

an example of faith. 
Yet it is difficult to conceive how one whose exploits consisted in 

mere wild and irregular feats of strength, and who was so weak in 
yielding to carnal lusts, can be selected for such high praise. 

The lessons to be drawn from Samson's life he in his being a 
Nazarite; as such he presents a typical picture of Israel and of every 
human being. 

Samson. Israel. Man. 
1. A Nazarite, whose 

strength lay in the 
observance of the 
Xazarite vow. 

2. Supernatural deeds, 
accomplished, not in 
his own strength, bnt 
as a Nazarit-e in the 
strength of God. 

3. Yielding to the 
seductions of Delilah, 
Samson lost his N aza­
ri te strength. 

4. With repentance 
Samson recovered his 
strength. 

1. The Covenant Nation 
whose strength lay 
in keeping the law. 

2. 'rhe marvellous vic­
tories of Israel 
accomplished by the 
aid of Jehovah. 

3. Israel giving way to 
idolatry (always des­
cribed as spiritual 
unfaithfulness), fell 
as a nation. 

4. With repentance and 
the abandonment of 
idolatry, Israel re­
gained the favour of 
Jehovah. 

1. The Baptised Chris­
tian whose strength 
lies in keeping his 
baptismal covena·nt. 

2. "Icando all things,"' 
says St.Paul, "through 
Christwhichstrength­
cneth me" (Phil. iv. 
13). 

3. Spiritual life is des­
troyed if the Christian 
yields to his enemies, 
" the world, the flesh 
and the devil." 

4. "Repent ye therefore 
and be converted, that 
-your sins may be 
.blottecl out,. (Acts iii 
19). 
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Samson. 
5. Samson, as a conse­

quence of forsaking 
the Nazarite vow, is 
blinded b y t h e 
Philistines. 

Israel. 
5. So Israel havingeom­

mitted the national 
sin of abandoning 
their covenant with 
God become blinded, 
" The light shineth 
in darkness and the 
darkness compre­
hended it 1Wt" (St. 
John i. 5). 

Man. 
5. Spiritual blindness 

of heart is often al­
luded to in the New 
Testament, e.g. :-

" Haring the under­
standing darkened, 
being alienated frnm 
the lijeofGod through 
the ignorance that is 
in them, because of 
the blindness of their 
h•art" (Eph, iv. 4). 

The true secret of Samson's strength lay in his observance of the 
Nazarite vow. His strength "lay not in his uncut hair, but in this 
that Jehovah was with him. But Jehovah was with him only so 
long as he kept his Nazarite vow."" 

Samson himself unconsciously gives us the true explanation of his 
strength. "If I be shaven, then my strength will go from me and I 
shall become weak, and be like any othennan" (xvi. 17), Ho speaks of 
"my strength," whereas his strength lay in his obedience to his vow, 
and was from Jehovah, for when the Philistines came upon him it 
is recorded, "He wist not that the Lord was departed from /vim" 
(xvi. 20). 

GODS OF THE HEATHEN. 
Baal. The word Baal signifies " lord,'' '' ,owner of the land '' ; and we find 

the word Baalim used to denote the many gods of the Ganaanites (ii.11). 
But when Baal is mentioned in conjunction with Ashtoreth we must 

understand the Phcenician Baal, variously represented as the Sun, or 
the planet Jupiter. 

Baal was the supreme male deity of the Phcenicians, a,nd represented 
the active originative power in nature, 

Ashtoreth. The supreme female deity of the Phcenicians representing 
the receptive and productive power in nature. Ashtoreth has been 
identified with the moon. Her worship was connected with the Asherah 
and was of a licentious and impure character. 

Asherah (rendered grove in A.V.) was the name of the image or 
symhol of Ashtoreth, 

Chemosh, the sun or fire-god, was also the war-god of the 1Ioabites. 
Hence the taunt of Jephthah as regards the land of the Moabites (xi. 24). 

Molech or Milcom, the God of Ammon, was a fire-god to whom 
human sacrifices were offered. His statue is said to haYc been of brass 
with the hands and arms so arranged that the victim slid from them 
into the fire. 

Dagon (Dag = fish), the principal male deity of the Philistines. His 
chief temple was at Gaza. The idol seems to have been a human body 
with the tail of a fish. 

The fish-like form was an emblem of fruitfulness and one often 
adopted as a representation of their godB by nations bordering on the 
sea coast. 
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Another Philistine god, Baalzebub, god of Ekron, is mentioned in 
2 Kings i. 2-16. 

'rhe gods of Syria, and the gods of Zidon (xc !l) are Phcenician deities. 

ANGELS. 
Angels. Appearances of Angels recorded in Judges. 

1. The Angel who came up from Gilgal to Bochiru to rebuke the 
people (ii. 1-5), 

2. The Angel who appeared to Gideon whilst threshing, to call him 
to deliver Israel from the Midianites (vi. 9-24). 

3. The Angel who announced the birth of Samson, to Manoah and 
his wife (xiii, 2-24). 

Other Birt-hs announced by Angels are:­
Isaac (Gen. xviii, 1-15). 
John the Baptist (St. Luke i. 11-17). 
Jesus Ghrist (St. Luke i. 3~-35). 

HEBR.EW POETR.Y. 
Though there is a certain amount of rhythm, the chief char­

acteristic of Hebrew poetry is its parallelism. 
Parallelism is defined as "being the correspondence of one verse or line 

with another," and may be divided into the following classes. 
1. Synonymous, where the lines '' correspond to each other by 

expressing the same sense in different but equivalent terms." 
"Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, 

C i,rse ye bitterly the inhabitamts t//erenf; 
Because they came not to the help of the Lord, 
'l'o the help of t/w Lord against the mighty" (v. 23). 

2. Antithetic, where the lines "correspond with each other by an 
opposition of terms and sentiments." 

" So let all thine enemies perish, 0 Lord: 
nut let them thcd loi-e Mm be as the sun when lie guetl, forth in his rnig/,t" (v. 31). 

3. Synthetic, constructive, or corroborative, where the correspondence 
lieR in a similar form of construction, or in an extension or expansion 
of the first idea. 

•• For that the leaders took the lead in Israel, 
For that the people willingly offered themselves" (v. 2, R.V.). 

The first line expresses the promptness of the leaders. 
The second line expresses the willingness and readiness of the people. 

4. Introverted, where the 1st line corresponds with the 4th, and the 
2nd with the 3rd; or where the 1st corresponds with the 3rd, and the 
2nd with the 4th (JEBB). 

"The kings came and fought, 
Then fought the kings of Canaan, 
In Taanach by the wate1·s of J°Jiegicldo; 
They toolc no gain of money" (v. 19). 

1st line corresponds with the 3rd, the 2nd line corresponds with the 
4th (~ce Bible Dictionary). 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Abdon. (Seep. xxxi). 

Abiezer, eldest son of Gilead who was the grandson of }danasseh (Josh. 
xvii. 2), though he is represented in 1 Chron. vii. 18 as being the son of 
Hammelech, the sister of Gilead. Joash, the father of Gideon, is 
termed the Abi,ezrite, as being of the house of Abiezer. The Abi­
ezrites seem to have been a leading family in the tribe of Manasseh 
settled on the west of Jordan. 

Abimelech. (See pp. xxv.-xxvii.). 
On the usurpation of Abimelech, Sayco remarks:-;' The usurpation 

of Abimelech was the revolt of the older Canaanitish population against 
their Israelitish masters. It marked the successful rising of the native 
element. Ophrah had to make way for Shechem a,nd ' the men of 
Hamor' take the place of the children of Jacob. Yet the deliverance 
from the Midianites wrought by Gideon had achieved as much for the 
Canaanitish part of the population as for the Israelites themselve~. 
The murder of his sons and the destruction of his family was a poor 
requital for all he had done for them. Jotham was justified in prophe­
sying that their own god Baal-bereth would avenge the broken' covenant,' 
and that Abimelech and his Shechemite con~pirators would fall b.f one 
another's band." 

Achsah, daughter of Caleb, who promised her hand in marriage to 
whoever should assault and capture Kirjath-sephir (Debir). Othniel 
stormed the town and won the prize. 
· Debir was situated in a barren and dry position, so as Achsah was 

proceeding to her home at Debir as the wife of Othniel, she tried to 
persuade her husband to ask" of he:r father a field." It would appear 
that Otbniel could not be prevailed upon to make the request, so 
Achsah determined herself to ask her father. She jumped off her ass, 
and Caleb, astonished at such an unusual proceeding, put the query, 
"What wouldest thou? " She then put forward a request for springs 
of water, as otherwise the possession of Debir was no great boon to 
her. Caleb granted to her the upper and lower springs of a rivulet 
flowing in a valley near to the city. 

Adoni-bezek (Lord of Bezekj, King of Bozek, a town situated in the 
lot of Judah. It is conjectured that be was the son and successor of 
Adoni-zedec, the leader of the Canaanitish confederation against Gibeon 
(Josh. x. 1). 

He had subdued seventy minor kings, whom he had treated with 
great cruelty, having cut off their thumbs and great toes, a mutilation 
that rendered them incapable of bearing arms, and having made them 
a sport and derision by flinging food to them on the ground as they 
were gathered under his table. The tribes of Judah and Simeon went 
up against the Cauaanites and Perizzitcs and defeated them at Bezek, 
slaying 10,000. Adoni-bezek fled, but was captured, and it is recorded 
that the Israelites cut off his thumbs and great toes, thus inflicting upon 



xlvi. THE _BOOK OF JUDGES. 

him the same punishment that he had meted out to the kings he had 
captured. He was then taken to Jerusalem where he died (i. 4-8). 

'rhe episode is noteworthy as being indicative of the internecine wars 
among the Canaanites, which appear to have diminished their strength, 
and thus weakened their power to resist the Israelite invasion. 

Ahiman. Sheshai, Ahiman and Talmai, the three· sons of Anak, giving 
their names to three families of giants who inhabited Hebron and 
the surrounding district. 

The Anakims of Hebron were destroyed and the city captured by the 
tribe of Judah. Sheshai, Ahiman and Talmai are said to have been 
slain, but by this we must understand the descendants of these persons 
to be meant (i. 10-15). 

Balak, King of Moab, who endeavoured to hribe Balak to curse Israel. 
(See Num. xxii.-xxiv.) 

His name is mentioned by Jephthah in his reply to the claim of the 
Ammonites to possess the land of Sihon on the east of Jordan. 

Jepthah's argument is, that, if Balak at the time of Moses did not 
claim the land occupied by Sihon, it is too late, now that three hundred 
years have passed, for the Ammonites to put forward any claim to that 
territory. 

Caleb, the son of Jephnnneh, and often designated as "the Kenezite" 
(Josh. xiv. 6-14; Numb. xxxii. 12). His younger brother Othnicl is 
described as "the son of Kenaz" (Josh, xv. 17). It is generally supposed 
that Caleb was a foreigner by birth, and a proselyte admitted into the 
tribe of Judah. 

This view is borne out by the intimation that Joshua gave Caleb 
" a part among the children of Judah, according tc the commandment of 
the Lorcl" (Josh. xv. 13), and by the curious explanation that Hebron 
became his inheritance " becmtse that he wholly followed the Lord 
God of Israel" (Josh. xiv. 14). · 

Notices. 
(1) In the mission of the twelve spies sent by Moses, Caleb was the 

representative of the tribe of Judah (Nnm. xiii. 6). 
(2) On the return of the spies it was Caleh who calmed the people and 

said, "Let its go up at once and possess it; for we are well able to 
overcome it" (Num. xiii. 30). 

(3) Again on the murmuring of the people Caleb with Joshua 
described the fear of the inhabitants of Canaan, and urged 
confidence in God. Whereupon fhe people attempted to stone 
them (Num. xiv. 6-10). 

(4) Only Caleb and Joshua of the adults who came out of Egypt were 
permitted to enter the promised land (Num. xiv. 28-32). 

(5) On the cong_uest of the land he claimed Hebron as his inheritance, 
pleading the promise of Moses (Josh. xiv. 6-13). 

(6) When his claim was allowed he drove the Anakim out of Hebron 
and took possession of the city (Josh. xv. 13-15; Judges i. 20). 

(7) He offered his daughter Achsah in marriage to whoever should 
take Kirjath-sepher (Debfr) (Josh, xv. 16; Judges i. 12). 
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(8) Othniel, his younger brother, captured the city and won the hand 
of Achsah (Josh. xv. 17; Judges i. 13). 

(9) He granted the request of Achsah and gave her" the upper springs 
and nether springs" in addition to the city of Debir (Josh. xv. 
18-19; Judges i. 14-15), 

Chushan-rishathaim, King of l\Iesopotamia, who invaded Palestine 
soon after the death of J oshn:1. 

At this time Babylon was powerless and the Empire of Assyri:1 was 
not consolidated till about the reign of Jehu. 

Chushan-risthath:1im was the head of a powerful monarchy in the 
district of Mesopotamia and following the example of Chedorlaomer 
and bis :11lies (Gen. xxxvi.) invaded Palestine from the south. He 
oppressed the land for eight years, but was defeated and repelled by 
Othniel. 

Deborah (seep. xvi.). 
Delilah, a woman of the Philistines beloved by Samson, who dwelt in 

the valley of Borek. For the story of how she was!hribed by the "lords 
of Philistines" to entice Samson to roveal the secret of his strength see 
c_ba pter xvi. 

It may he argued that Delilah was not a Philistine, for-
(]) Samson would hardly have been inclined to trust one of the 

Philistines. 
(2) Would it have been necessary for the Philistine lords to have 

promised so large a sum of money to a Philistine woman? 

Dodo, a man oflssachar, ancestor of Tola the Judge (x. 1.). 

Eglon, king or rather chieftain of l\foab. He gathered a band of 
l\Ioahites, stout lusty soldiers, and with the assistance of some 
Arnalekitcs and Ammonites seized the fords of Jordan, made himself 
master of Jericho, and compelled the inhabitants of the district to pay 
tribute. 

The oppression lasted eighteen years, when Israel was delivered by 
Ehud. (For the deliverance and assassination of Eglon, seep. xv.). 

Ehud (seep. xiv.). 
Elon (see p. xxxi.). 

Gaal, son of Ebed, the leader of the Shechemitcs in their revolt against 
Ahimelech (Judges ix.). He appears to have been a leader of banditti. 
For account of the revolt see Abimelech, p. xxvi. 

Gideon (seep. xviii.). 
Gilead. The Gilead mentioned in Judges xi. 1 is the father of Jephthah. 

We must not take the name to be the name of the country, thus mythically 
personifying the la.nd as the father of Jephthah. 

Nor isit the name of Gilead the son of Machir and grandson of Manasseh. 
It is re<Llly the proper name of !,he father of Jephthah. 

Hamor referred to by Gaal as "the father of Shecheni " (ix. 21). 
The allusion is evidently to the descent of the Shechemites from 

Hamor mentioned in Genesis, and indicates that a considerable number 
of the native Canaanites had been allowed to remain in Shechem. 

On bis return from Pad,m-aram, Jacob bought a piece of land from 
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Halllor for a hundred pieces of money (Gen. xxxiii. 19). Hamor was 
subsequently slain with his son Sheehem, through the treachery of 
Simon and Levi (Gen. xxxiv. 26). 

Heber the Kenite (seep. lxi.), and husband of Jael. He had pitched his 
· tent in Zaanaim, near Kedesh-Naphtali. Thero was friendship between 

Heber and Jabin, king of Hazor, and Heber appears to have given 
Sisera notice of the gathering of the northern tribes under Barak 
(iv. 11-12). 

Hobab, mentioned as "the fathe1· in law of Moses" (iv. 11). It is, 
however, more probable that he was the son of Jethro or Raguel. who 
was the father-in-law of Moses, "IIobab the son of Raguel, the 
llfidianite Jtoses' father in law" (Nurn. xx. 29). 

Hobab appears to have yielded to the request of 1\Ioses and to have 
accompanied the Israelites as a guide in the wilderness well-known 
to him, but strange to the Israelites. 

The Kenites, his descendants, entered Canaan with the Israelites, 
and were eventually merged in the tribe of Judah (seep. lxi.). 

Ibzan (seep. xxxi.). 
Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, who had pitched his tent in th!' 

plain of Zaanaim, near Kedesh-Naphtali. 
In his flight from the rout at Kishon, Sisera arrived at the tent of 

Heber, and as there was friendly relationship between Heber and Jabin, 
the fugitive warrior was received by Jael. She invited him to take 
shelter in her tent, and covered him with a rug or mantle that he 
might rest in his exhausted condition. On his asking for water to 
drink as he was thirsty, she handed him milk from her bottle and 
covered him up again. 

In order thoroughly to ensure his safety Sisera entreated her to 
stand in the door of the tent and turn anyone away who might come 
to her to seek for one of the fugitives. When Sisera, thoroughly 
exhausted, had fallen into a deep sleep, J ael took a tent-pin and went 
with a hammer in her hand to the sleeping warrior and drove the pin 
violently through his temples so that it penetrated into the ground. 
When Barak, who was in pursuit of Sisera, arrived at Jael's tent, she 
went to meet him, to show him the deed she had performed. Thus 
was the prophecy of Deborah to Barak fulfilled, that "the journey thou 
takest shall not be to tMne honour; for the Lord shall sell Sisera into 
the hand of a woman" (for the moral difficulty, see p. xxxix,). 

Jabin, King of Canaan. His capital was at Hazor, not far to the north 
of Lake Merom. This city was taken and destroyed by JoRhua (Josh. 
xi. 1-14) about 150 years before the oppression. The rebuilding of the 
city and the restoration of the Canaanitish kingdom give indications of 
the partial nature of the occupation by the Israelites, for in the space 
of 150 years we find a great Oanaanitish confederacy of which Jabin 
was at the head, able to oppress the northern tribes, and very nearly 
successful in destroying their nationality and independence. 

Jabin seems to have been the hereditary n1me of the kings of 
Hazor as Abirnelech of Gerar, Hadad of Syria, or the official title of 
the monarch as Pharaoh in Egypt, Calsar in Rome. 
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The military organization of the Canaanites was very formidable, the 
host being commanded by a famous general Sisera, who had under his 
command goo chariots of iron, and had established his headquarters at 
Harosheth. 

(For particulars of oppression and defeat of Sisera, see pp. xvi.-xviii.), 

Jair (seep. xxvii.). 

Jephthah (sec p. xxviii.). 
Jephunneh, the father of Caleb. Probably a foreigner by birth, belong­

ing to an Edomite tribe called Kenezites, from Kenaz their founder, 
for he is described as Jephunneh the Kenezite. 

Jerubbaal, the name given to Gideon when his father Joash defended 
him from the anger of the Abi-ezrites, because he had thrown down the 
altar of Baal. The name means "Let Baal plead," an1 the argument 
of the father is "why should the people avenge the desecration of the 
altar of Baal. If Baal be a God surely he can avenge himself?" This 
reasoning saved the life of Gideon, who from that time received the 
surname of Jerubbaal. 

Jether, the eldest son of Gideon. When Gideon had ascertained that the 
)Iidianite princes, Zebah and Zalmunm, whom he bad captured, had 
been the leaders of the l\Iidianites who had slain his brothers at Tabor 
he commanded his first-born, Jether, to perform the office of avenger of 
blood and t0 slay them, for the purpose of adding the disgrace of falling 
by the hand of a boy, for J ether was but a youth. On the lad exhibiting 
disinclination Gideon answered the appeal of the princes by slaying 
them himself. 

Joash, the father of Gideon, and a wealthy man of the family of the 
Abi-ezrites, of the tribe of Manasseh. He appears to have been the chief 
man of Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. He is mentioned as defending his 
son Gideon when the people of the city would have put him to death, 
because he had thrown down the altar of Baal. Gideon's act of faith 
had inspired the father with courage, so he took the part of his son with 
the ingenious argument that if Baal were really God there was no 
necessity for men to vindicate his honour, since he might be expected 
himself to avenge the desecration of his altar. 

Jotham, the youngest son of Gideon, who escaped from the massacre 
of his brethren by Abimelech. From the top of mount Gerizim he 
uttered the fable of the trees and the bramble to the men of Shechem, 
and then fled to Beer to escape the vengeance of Abimelech (ix. 7-15). 

Kenaz. Othniel is said to be the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother 
(i. 13). It is generally regarded that Othniel was Caleb's younger 
brother, and that "son of Kenaz" is equivalent to" the Kenizite," thus 
making Kenaz to be some remote ancestor and head of the family, who 
were called Kenei<ites or sons of Kenaz. 

Lapidoth. Deborah is said to have been the wife of Lapidoth (iv. 4.) 
(see Deborah). 

Machir, the eldest son of Manasseh. His children were brought to 
Joseph before his death (Gen. L 23). At the time of the conquest the 

D 
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descendants of Machir had become very numerous, so the family was 
very powerful. Gilead was assigned by Moses to Machir (Dent, iii. 15). 
So great was the power of this great family that the name of llfachir 
occasionally supersedes that of Manasseh. The half tribe of Manasseh 
on the east of Jordan seem to have been pure warriors and not 
shepherds. The strength of this portion of the triqe compared with 
the families who settled in Canaan proper is shown in the account of 
the coronation of David at Hebron. Then·, "while the Western 
Manasseh sent 18,000 and Ephraim itself but 20,800, the Eastern 
Manasseh, with Gad and Reuben, mustered to the number of 120,000, 
thoroughly armed." 

Notice in Judges. 
The name is mentioned in the song of Deborah, " Out of Machir 

came down governors" (v. 14). 

Manoah, the father of Samson; a Danite, native of the town of Zorah 
(see chap. xiii.). 

We hear of bim once again in connexion witb the marriage of 
Samson to tbe Pbilistine maiden of Timnath. llfanoah and his wife 
endeavoured to dissuade Samson from the marriage, but to no effect 
(xiv. 2, 3). They accompanied Samson to Timnath both on tbe pre­
liminary visit (verses 5, 6) and to the marriage feast itself (verses 9, 10). 

Micah ( see Chaps. xvii., xviii. and p. xxiii.). 

Oreb. Oreb (rai,en) and Zeeb (wolf) were two princes or chieftains of tbe 
l\Iidianite host, which invaded Israel, and was routed by Gideon. 
They were of inferior rank to Zebah and Zalmunna. They were inter­
cepted at the fords of Jordan by the men of Ephraim, who responded 
to the call of Gideon and cut off tbe retreat of the fleeing host. The 
Ephraimites slew Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb at the winepress 
of Zeeb (places taking their names from the capture and execution of 
the two princes) and brought their heads to Gideon. 

Othniel (see p. xiv.). 
Phinehas, son of Eleazar, and grandson of Aaron. 

He is remarkable· for zeal and energy displayed on two occasions. 
(1) At Abel-shittim, where, by executing summary justice on an 

offender following the licentious idolatry of tbe l\Iidianites, he 
appeased the wrath of God and stayed the plague which was 
destroying the nation (Numb. xxv. 1-8). For this deed he wag 
rewarded by a special promise from Jehovah that the priesthood 
should remain in his family for ever (Num. xxv. 10-13). He 
headed the priests that accompanied the expedition by which the 
l\Iidianites were destroyed (Num. xxxi. 6). 

(2) He headed the deputation sent from Shiloh to remonstrate with 
the tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh 
against the altar which tbey were reported to have built near 
Jordan (Joshua xxii. 13). 

He succeeded his father Eleazar as high priest. 
In the partition of the country he received an allotment as his own­

a hill in Mount Ephraim-called after his name. Here Eleazar was· 
buried. 
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Notice in Judges. 
When the Israelites gathered to punish the tribe of Benjamin for 

the outrage at Gibeah they enquired of the Lord through Phinehas, 
acting as high priest (xx. 27-28). 

Phurah, the servant (probably armour-bearer) of Gideon. He accom-
panied Gideon in the midnight visit to the camp of l'llidian (vii. 10-11). 

Samson (see p. xxxi.). 
Shamgar (seep. xvi.). 
Sheshai (see Ahiman, p. xlvi.). 
Sihon, king of the Amorites. He occupied the country to the west of 

Jordan, lying between the Jabhok and the Arnon. The southern portion 
had previously been in the possession of the Moabitcs, whom Sihon had 
attacked and driven south of the Arnon. Heshbon was his capital 
(Numb. xxi. 26-29). The Israelites, in their approach to the Promised 
Land, turned aside from Moah, and thus their route lay through the 
territory of Sihon. They asked for permission to pass through the 
land, pledging themselves to do no damage. Sihon haughtily refused 
them transit, gathered his army and att1J.Cked Israel at Jahaz. He and 
his host were destroyed, and the district between the Jabbok and the 
Arnon became the posses8ion of the Israelites. This territory was 
afterwards divided between the tribes of Gad and Reuben. 

The victories over Sihon and Og are often referred to in Jewish history 
(see Num. xxxii. 33; Deut. i. 4, iii. 3, iv. 47, xxxi. 4; Josh. ii. 10, 
ix. 10, xiii. 12-30; Neh. ix. 22), and were celebrated in songs of triumph, 
the victories always being ascribed to the assistance of Jehovah. 

" Who smote great nations and slew mighty kings; Sihon, king of the 
Amorites, and Og the king of Bashan" (Ps. cxxxiv. 10-11). 

"And slew famous kings; for his rne,-cy endureth for ever: Sihon 
king of the Amorites: for his mercy endtireth for ever: and Og, the king 
of Bashan: for his mei·cy endureth for ever" (Ps. cxxxvi. 18-20). 

The victories of the Israelites over Sihon and Og are mentioned by 
Rahab as having struck terror and dismay into the hearts of the 
inhabitants of Jericho and the nations of Canaan. 

Sisera, captain of the host of Jabin, king of Razor. He had his head­
quarters at Harosheth, which appears to ha.ve been the arsenal for his 
900 chariots of iron. 

On learning of the rising of the northern tribes under Deborah and 
Barak, he gathered his forces to crush the revolt. He skilfully disposed 
of his troops from Taanach to Megiddo, commanding the passes by 
which the southern tribes must march to join their brethren of the 
north, whilst at the same time Barak musL advance into the plain 
(of Jezreel) to attack the Canaanites. In the plain Sisera with his 
chariots would have a great advantage over the footmen of Israel. 

(For the battle of Kishon, and the death of Sisera, see pp. xviii. and 
xlviii.). 

Talmai (see Ahiman, p. xlvi.). 
Tola (seep. xxvii.). 

Zalmunna. Zehah and Zalmunna {always coupled together) were the 
two kings of Midi an, who appear to have commanded the great host of 
the l\Iidianites who raided Palestine in the time of Gideon. Oreb and 
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Zeeb, inferior chiefs, and the greater part of the invadin/! horde were 
slain by the Ephraimites at the central fords of the Jordan, but 
the two kings appear to have made their escape by a passage further to 
the north, and thence through Gilead to Kha.rkor. Here, whilst 
resting in fancied security with 15,000 men, the remnant of their forces, 
they were surprised and captured by Gideon. Gideon led his captives 
past Penuel and Succoth, across the Jordan to Ophrah. Here judicial 
enquiry elicited the fact that they had slain the brothers of Gideon at 
Tabor. This sealed their doom, and to add disgrace Gideon called upon 
bis eldest son, Jether, a mere youth, to act as avenger of blood and slay 
the two kings. The lad hesitated to obey the command, and the 
l',Iid.ianite chieftains appealed to Gideon not to add the indignity of 
death by the hand of a boy, but to slay them himself. Gideon 
complied with the request and" arose and slew them." 

Zebah (see Zalmunna, p. Ii.). 
Zebu), chief man of the city of Shechem in the time of the contest 

between Abimeleeh and the Canaanite natives of Shechem. He was 
favourable to Abimelcch. 

He is mentioned as performing four acts : 
1. Giving warning to Abimelech of the revolt of the Shechemites 

under Gaal. 
2. Endeavouring to lull the suspicions of Gaal, and 11ffecting that the 

approaching troops of Abimelech were but the shadow of the 
mountain. His object was to prevent Gaal making preparations 
for resistance by closing the gates. 

3. Goading Gaal into meeting Abimelech and his men outside the 
city. 

4. Expelling Ga11l and his men from Shechem after their defeat. 
Zeeb (see Oreb, p. 1.). 

THE LAND. 
Extent. About HO miles in length, forty in average breadth, and in are11 

about the size of Wales. 
Boundaries. The land of Canaan proper, i.e. the territory west of the 

Jordan, is hemmed in on all sides. 
West. By the Mediterranean Sea. 
East By the gorge of the Jordan. 
North. By the ranges of Lebanon and Anti-Libanus, and the ravine 

of the Leontes. 
South. By the deserts to the north of the Sinaitic Peninsula. 

And even if we include the Trans-Jordanic territory, we find a 
similar barrier to the east in the shape of the Arabian desert. 

A glance at the map (p. Iii.) shows a peculiar system of strips 
running almost parallel to each other from north to south. Thu 
working eastward from the Mediterranean we notice-

1. A maritime plain. 
2. A tract of lowland country. 
3. A central tract of hill country. 
4. A deep river valley. (The valley of the Jordan.) 
5. A further mountain range to the east. (The mountains of Gilead.) 
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1. The Maritime Plain is broadest in the south, and narrows towards 
the north, till it is suddenly interrupted by the ridge of Carmel which 
strikes out from the central mass in a north-easterly direction, rises 
considerably above the general level, and terminates in a bold 
promontory at the very edge of the Mediterranean. 

On the northern side of Carmel the plain stretches right across the 
country from the Mediterranean to the valley of the Jordan, forming 
the famous plain of '"Esdraelon or Jezreel, the battleground of Palestine. 

Further north, the plain resumes its course along the sea coast till 
again interrupted by a mountain range extending to the sea. 

2. The Lowlands. Bordering the central hills is a belt of lowland deep 
below the level of the hills which rise abruptly, forming a formidable 
barrier. This tract divides the central hills from the maritime plain. 
The only means of communication from the lowlands to the highlands 
is up the beds of the torrents which discharge the rainfall of the hill 
country. The lower half of the lowlands south of Mount Carmel is 
the Plain of tbe Philistines or the Shephelah. The upper half is the 
Plain of Sharon, famous for its fertility. 

3. The Central Range or the Highland. This is a mass of limestone 
forming what may be considered one range. In. the north it is 
crossed by the plain of Esdraelon. In the south it sinks gradually 
into the Negeb, the dry land. The southern portion was known as the 
hill country of Judah, the central as Mount Ephraim and the portion 
north of the plain of Esdraelon as ]\fount Naphtali. The average 
elevation above sea level is about 2,500 feet. 

4. The Valley of the Jordan (see also Jordan). An extraordinary 
depression considerably below the sea level, lying between the central 
range and the mountains of Gilead (the eastern range), and consisting 
of two parts, viz. the Upper Jordan from l\Iount Hermon to the Sea 
of Galilee, the Lower Jordan from the Sea .of Galilee to the Dead Sea. 

5. The Eastern Range or the ]\fountains of Gilead, stretching from 
l\fount Hermon to the south of the Dead Sea. 

The Negeb-the south country. A tract of hill country, situated below 
Hebron, and lying between the hills of Judah and the desert. Being 
near the desert and removed from the drainage of the mountains this 
district was drier and less productive than the north. (The name 
" Negeb " signifies dry land.) 
"Almost sudden was the tmnsition to the npland wilderness, the • Negeb, 

or south country, a series of rolling hills, clad with scanty herbage here and 
there, especially on their no1·thern faces" (TIUoTllAM). 

The Wilderness of Judaea in Judges represents the portion of the 
Arabah within the territory of Judah. It is bounded by the hill 
country on the west, and by the Dead Sea on the east. 

''" It has been pointed out that the situation of the plain of Esdraelon may be 
compared with the plain of Stirling, situated in a simile.r manner at the entrance 
to the Highle.nds of Scotland. As the plain of Esdraelon was the battleground of 
Palestine, so almost all the great battles of Scottish history were decided in the 
plain of Stirling" (BTANLRY). 
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THE JORDAN. 

The Jordan or" the desc2nder," so called from it-s rapid fall. 

Source. In the range of Anti-Libanus. 
Course. As a stream into the Lake of Merom, then as a river of rapid 

course into the Sea of Galilee, whence it issues as a torrent rushing 
down a narrow bed to the Dead Sea. 

Tributaries. The only streams that can be designated tributaries are 
both on the eastern side, viz. the Yarmuk, four miles below the Sea 
of Galilee, and the Jabbok, about midway between the Sea of Galilee 
and the Dead Sea. All other feeders are merely mountain torrents, 
mostly dry in the summer. 

The distinctive features of the Jordan are:-
1. Its rapid descent. It falls more than 3,000 feet in 200 miles, and 

in one portion of its course the fall is about 600 feet in nine 
miles. Between the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea there are 
no less than twenty-seven rapids. 

2. Its windings. "In a space of sixty miles in length and four to 
five miles in breadth, the Jordan traverses at least 200 miles" 
-(Bible Dictionary). 

3. Its banks. It has three banks: one the actual bed of the river 
when it is low; the second a bank enclosing the river when it 
overflows on the melting of the snows of Hermon in the spring, 
at other times it is a soft bank of deposited mud; the third a 
nmss of jungle. 

4. Its valley. This consists of two parts, the Upper Jordan north of 
the Sea of Galilee, a district of meadow land, and the Lower 
Jordan between the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea. Here it is 
a deep sunken valley or trench known to the Hebrews as the 
A.rabah, to the Arabs as the Ghor. The extreme southern 
limit is about ten miles south of the Dead Sea. For the greater 
portion of its length it is about five miles wide, being more 
confined on the cast than on the west. Somewhat to the north 
of J ei:ieho the valley opens out on the western side to a width 
of twelve miles, forming the famous plain of Jericho. 

The configuration of the land explains why certain portions of it 
were unconquered (seep. lxix.), and also many of the oppressions, thus: 

'l'he oppression of Chnshan-rishathaim was an invasion from the 
Euphrates vttlley. 

The oppression of Eglon, king of Moab, was a seizure of the fertile 
plain of J erieho. 

The oppression of Jabin, king of Hazor, was a revival of Canaanite 
power in the north, rendered possible by the plain of Esdraelon being 
favourable for the employment of cavalry and chariots. 

The Midianite oppression was an invasion by nomad Arabs 
crossing the Jordan and plundering the fertile lowlands. 

The Philistines holding the l\Iaritime plain and the Shephelah 
repeatedly thrust back the Israelites into the mountain ranges. 



lvi. THE BOOK OF JUDG E S, 

J4 :JS 3,G 

nl ENO LISH MILES 
ARKITES 

20 I 60 
I I 

j'f- Ofa:, J 

REFERENCE Tb COLOURS 

J 
Origmal Inhabitants. . R E: D 

Canaanites ... . . .. YELLOW V) 
Amo rites } 
Hiccites .. .. . •. GR~EN 

Per1J3ites 
Hivites PURPLE 

Philistines . . ..... ORANG~ 

N3 tions akinJ 
t.o lsr.;el 

.PALEBVf'F 

jj .;_ 

t.. 

r' 

{> 

32 32 

ZUZIM 

TH E N ATIONS OF C ANAAN . 



THE LAND. lvii. 

Importance of the Configuratjon and Position of the Land. 
The position of Palestine was admirably adapted for the Divine 

purpose. 
1. Its isolation preserved the nation distinct for several centuries. 
2. Its position on the borders of the :Mediterranean opened the 

land to \Vestern nations as soon as progress in maritime 
navigaLion rendered the Mediterranean the highway of the 
sea between east and west. 

Th11s Israel isolated, preserved the knowledge of the true God, whilst 
Israel in communication with Grecian and Roman civilization, 
distributed that knowledge in future ages. 

'fhe Configuration of the Land explains much of the after destiny of 
Israel. The road by which the grnat ancient Eastern empires Assyria 
and Egypt could attack each other lay up through the maritime plain 
of Palestine and onward through the plain of Lebanon to the 
Euphrates. An Egyptian or Assyrian army marching along this 
plain would have the abrupt mountain ranges of Judah and Ephraim 
on its flank. On this western side the steep declivities and the rugged 
ascents up the torrent ravines rendered attack most difficult, and at 
the same time the advancing army could not venture to leave the 
formidable hill men of Judah on their flank as a menace to their 
communications. Thus it was that it was essential for Egypt or 
Assyria to become masters of Judah ere venturing to pass further 
north or south respectively. 

How far the extreme difficulty of the western passes affected the 
military aspect of invasion of Judah can be gathered from the 
following facts in history. 

1. Nebuzar-adan led the captive Jews northward from Jerusalem 
by way of Jericho. 

2. Pompey attacked Jerusalem from Damascus by way of 
Jericho. 

3. Vcspasian led his troops from the plain of Loharon eastwards 
and advanced against Jerusalem through Jericho. 

On the other band, Beth-boron on the western side is the scene of 
two great Jewish victories over invading armies. 

THE SEVEN NATIONS OF PALESTINE. 

The Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, 
the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 

The Canaanites, or the descendants of Canaan, son of Ham. 
The name is used in two senses, meaning 

1. The people generally who inhabited the whole of the land of 
Canaan. 

2. Certain tribes who occupied portions only of the country. 
The word is-used ·in the second sense in the enumeration of the 

n_ations. 
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Thus Canaanites( = Lowlanders) dwelt in the lowlands or plains, and 
occupied distinct districts. 

(a) The lowlands lying between the shores of the Mediterranean 
and the hills of Judah, Benjamin and Ephraim. 

(b) The plain of Esdraelon, and extending along the sea coast as far 
north as Tyre and Zidon. 

(c) The plain of the Jordan on the west side. 

The Hittites descended from Cheth or Heth, the second son of Canaan. 
The Hittites were a numerous and wide spread tribe, for the 

Canaanitcs are generally described as Hittites (Josh. i. 4). 
We find Hittites 

(1) At Hebron in the time of Abraham. 
(2) At Hebron in the time of Joshua and the Judges. 
(3) Upon the mountains of Palestine {Numb. xiii. 29). 
(4) On the north-east of Canaan on the borders of Syria in tbo 

time of Solomon (1 Kings x. 29). 
It is probable that the man who betrayed Beth-el to the men of 

Ephraim betook himself to the Hittites near Syria (i. 25). 
[The Hittites are first mentioned in connection with Abraham, who bought 

the cave of Machpelah from Ephron the Hittite. At that time they were settled 
round Hebron, but do not appe!Lr to have been sufficiently important to be 
numbered among the nations of Cana11n.J 

Two persons of this nation are subsequently mentioned as belong­
ing to the body-guard of David, vi~. : 

Ahimelech the Hittite, invited by David to go with him secretly to 
the camp of Saul at night {1 Sam. xxvi. 6). 

Uriah, the Hittite, the husband of Bath-sheba. 

The Hivites. The main body_ of this people were located "under 
Hermon in the land of 1vfizpeh" (Josh. xi. 3). 

At the time 0£ Jacob's return to Canaan Shechcm was in the 
possession of the Hivites, Hamor the Hivitc being the "prince of the 
country" (Gen. xxxiv. 2). 

The inhabitants of the fou~ cities of the Gibeonites, viz. Gibeon, 
Chephirah, Beeroth and Kirjath-jearim, were Hivites. 

The Hivite is given as the sixth son of Canaan (Gen. x. 17). 

The Perizzites. The n:1me probably means rustics, dwellers in open­
walled villages. 

'rherc were two sections of the Perizzites-
1. Dwellers in the south subdued by Judah at the time when 

that tribe advanced against Adoni-bezek, king of the 
Canaanites of Bezek (i. 4-5). 

2. Dwellers along with the Rephaims or giants in "the forest 
country" on the western slope of l\lount Carmel (Josh. xvii. 
15-18). 

The (iirgashites. The character and situation of this nation is un­
certain. 

The Girgashite is given as the fifth son of Canaan (Gen. x. 16), 
"They are supposed to have been :1 section of the Hivites, as their 

name is not found in nine out of ten places in which the natio.qs or 
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families of Canaan are mentioned, while in the tenth they are men­
tioned and the Hivites omitted," 

"They are supposed to have settled east of the Lake of Gennesareth" 
-(MACLEAR). 

The Arnorites = the Mountaineers. The Amorite is given as the fourth 
son of Canaan (Gen. x. 16) . 

They are contrasted with the Canaanites (the Lowlanders). 
'l'hus the Canaanites and the Amorites formed the two great 

sections of the inhabitants of Canaan, 
The Amorites occupied the barren heights west of the Dead Sea. 
At the time of the conquest of the Land they had crcssed the 

Jordan, for we find Sihon in possession of the country lying between 
the Amon and the Jabbok. 

Sihon was vanquished and his land occupied by the Israelites under 
:;\loses. 

The Amorites on the west of Jordan were dispossessed of their land 
by Joshua in his southern campaign. 

The Jebu.sites. The Jebusite is given as the third son of Canaan in 
Gen. x. 15. 

They were a mountain tribe, occupying Jerusalem. 
In the conquest their king was executed by Joshua at Makkedah 

after the battle of Beth-boron (Josh. x. 23). 

The city was sacked and burnt by Judah (i. 21), but the citadel 
was not captured till the reign of David (2 Sam. v. 6), who then 
made Jerusalem the capital of his kingdom. 

The only subsequent notice is the purchase of the threshing-floor 
of Araunah the Jebusite by David (2 Sam. xxiv. 23). 

[The twelve spies sent by Moses brought back the following report concern­
ing the nations of Canaan: 

"The Amalekites rZwel! in the lancl of the south: anrl t1w H,ittites, anil the 
Jebusites, anrl, the Amorites, a,well in the mou;ntains: anil the Canaanites ilwel! 
by the sea, ancl by the coast of Jordan" (Num. xiii. 29). 

"And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak" (Num. xiii. 33).] 

OTHER NATIONS AND TRIBES mentioned in Judges. 

Ammonites, descendants of Ben-Ammi, the son of the younger daughter 
of Lot (Gen. xix. 38). l\foab was the son of the elder daught-er. In 
Scripture history these two nations are always closely connected. The 
territory of J\Ioab is clearly defined, but the territory of Ammon is 
not ascertainable. We may infer from this that the descendants of 
Lot were divided into two portions, the l\foabites representing the 
settled and civilized section, whilst the Ammonites formed the 
Bedouin or predatory portion of the nation. 

Their gocl. was J\.:Iolech or 1Iilcom, "the abomination of the children 
of Ammon." Molech was a fire-god to whom the Israelites sacrificed 
their children in the valley of Hinnom. 
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The Ammonites are distinguished for their cunning, cruelty, and 
their hatred of Israel. 

The chief events in their history arc : 
1. The Ammonite or l\foabite was precluded from joining the con­

gregation of Israel to the tenth generation. The reasons given for 
this ban of exclusion are: 

(a} Because they refused assistance to the Israelites on their 
approach to Canaan. 

(b) Because they had hired Balaam to curse Israel (Dent. 
xxiii. 3, 4), 

These reasons are recapitulated in Neh. xiii. 1. 
Evid,mtly their share in the hiring of Balaam was the chief cause 

of the hatred in which the Ammonites were held by the Israelites. 
Their conduct was the less excusable, because as regards the children 
of Ammon, the Israelites had been enjoined "distress them not, nor 
ineddle with them" (Dent. ii. 19). 
2. Their defeat and slaughter by Jephthah (xi.). 
3. Saul rescued the men of Jabesh Gilead from Nahash, King of 

Ammon, and completely defeated the Ammonites (1 Sam. xi.). 
4. Their war with David in consequence of the insults offered tn his 

ambassadors by Hanun, King of Ammon. This is the principal 
war in David's reign, and is famous for the siege and capture of 
Rabbah and the death of Uriah (2 Sam. x.-xii.). 

5. \Var with Jehoshaphat, when they suffered so signal a defeat that 
three days were occupied in collecting the spoil (2 Chron. xx. 25). 

6. Jotham prevailed against them, and made them pay tribute 
(2 Chron. xxvii. 5). 

7. Later we find them occupying the cities of Gad (on the east 
side of Jordan), from which the Israelites had been removod by 
Tiglath-Pileser (Jer. xlix. 1-6). 

In the days of Nehemiah we may note: 
1. That they wero still the bitter enemies of Israel, and, led by Tobiah 

the Ammonite, constantly opposed Nehemiah. · 
2. That the passage from Deuteronomy xxiii. 3-6 was read in which 

it was "written that the Ammonite and l\loabite should not come 
into the congregation of God for ever." 

The Anakim, a race of giants descended from Arba. They dwelt in the 
south part of Canaan, particularly near Hebron, which was anciently 
termed Kirjath-arba ( = th1 city of Arba, the progenitor of the race). 

They are styled "sons of Anak" (Num. xiii. 33/, but it is clear that 
Anak is the name of the ra~e and not of an individual. 

Their immense size and warlike appearance struck the spies with 
terror in the time of Moses (Num. xiii. 28), but they were dispos­
sessed by Joshua and utterly driven from the land, save a small 
remnant that took refuge in the Philistine towns of Gaza, Gath and 
Ashdod (Josh. xi. 22). 

Caleb captured Hebron, and is said to have driven out from it the 
three sons of Anak, Sheshai and Ahiman and Talmai (by which we 
must understand the three tribes or families of the Anakim bearing 
those names) (Josh. xv. 13-14. Judges i. 10). 
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This mention of the conquest of the Anakim is inserted for two 
reasons:-

1. To show that this race of giants regarded as so formidable was 
driven out before Israel in fulfilment of God's promise to give 
them the land, 

2. To record the reward of Caleb's faith, who obtained the land he 
had spied out, and which Moses specially promised to him. 

lshmaelites, a name given to the J\fidianitcs {viii. 24). The J\fidianites 
were not descended from Ishmael, being the descendants of 1\lidian, 
the son of Abraham by Keturah his second wife. But it appears that 
the name Ishmaelites is often applied to any of the descendants of 
Abraham except those descended from Isaac. 

Kenites, a branch of the family of l\Iidian. Jethro, the father-in-law 
of Moses was a Kenite. The relationship of l\Ioses to Jethro 
established a firm friendship between Israel and the Kenites. 

They appear to have accompanied the Israelites in their wanderings 
(Num. xxiv. 21). Fond of nomadic life tho Kenites did not settle 
in towns, for we find them leaving the plains of Jericho for "the 
wilderness of Judah, which lieth in the sonth of Arad" (i. 16), one 
of their chiefs, or sheiks, Heber, went north, and we find that he 
"had pitchei, his tent unto the plain of Zaanaim which is by ](edesh" 
(iv.11), His wife, Jae!, was the slayer of Sisera (see Jae!). 

Rechab, the founder of the family or sect of the Ilechabites, is s,i.id 
to have been of the Kenites (1 Ohron. ii. 55). 

Midianites, the descendants of Midian, a son of Abraham by his second 
wife Keturah, They were a nomadic tribe occupying the desert north 
of the peninsula of Arabia. 

Notices. 
When ~loses fled from Egypt he took refuge in the land of Midian, 

and married Zipporah, the daughter of Jethro, priest of :'.lfidian 
(Ex. ii. 15-21). 

Later, the :1.Iidianites appear to have been tributary to the Amorites. 
They joined with Balak, and the princes of l\Ioab in soliciting the aid 
of Balaam to curse Israel (Num. xxii. 4-7). 

At Bethpeor, the Midiauites, following the advice of Balaam, 
enticed Israel to take part in the abominable rites connected with 
their idol worship. The Israelites were punished through a plague. 
Phinehas stayed the plague by bis fiery zeal for the honour of Jehovah, 
and then led an expedition against the offending l\Udianitcs, who were 
almost exterminated (Num. xxv., xxxi. 1-12). 

In the times of the Judges, the :IIidianites allied with the 
Amalekites, made yearly incursions into Canaan. The Israelites were 
freed by Gideon from these marauding hordes (Judges vi. vii. viii.) 
(see Gideon). 

Philistines. A nation said to have come from Oaphtor, " the Philistines 
from Caphtor" (-.\.mos ix. 7). " The Caphtorims which came forth out 
ot' Caphtor," are said to have destroyed the Avims (Deut. ii. 23). 
:;\Iodern research identifies Caphtor with the island of Crete. 
Egyptian monuments tell us that they were pirates from the islands 
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and coasts of the Greek seas, who took part in the invasion of Egypt, 
in the reign of Rameses III., and finally settled in the Shephelah, 
and the southern part of Palestine. 

They thus held the gatevrny of the grea.t road from Egypt to the 
Euphrates valley, and gave their name to the route, which is described 
as " the 11,Jay of the Philistines." 

The strength and importance of this nation is further indicated by 
the fact that they gave their name to the land of Canaan. Palestine 
= the land of the Philistines. They are first mentioned in connection 
with Abraham and Isaac, both of whom had dealings with Abimelech 
king of Gerar (Gen. xx., xxi. 34, Gen. xxvi.). 

Their chief towns were Gaza, Gath, Ekron, Askelon and Ashdod, 
the chiefs of which were known as the five lords of the Philistines. 

The plain occupied by them was extremely fertile, and admirably 
adapted for the development of their military power, for the plain 
permitted the use of chariots, whilst the occasional elevations which 
rise out of it offered secure sites for towns and strongholds. 

Their country had formerly been occupied by tbe Canaanites, and 
accordingly Philistia was assigned to Judah, it being specially 
recorded that it was "counted 10 the Canaanite" (Josh. xiii. 3). No 
portion, however, of it was conquered in the lifetime of Joshua. The 
Anakim, when driven out of Hebron and the surrounding country, 
are said to have betaken themselves to Gaza, Gath and Ashdod, and 
to have become incorporated into the Philistine nation. 

The latter part of the Book of Judges, tbe first Book of Samuel, and 
a great part of the Second Book of Samuel, are almost entirely taken 
up with the struggle between the Israelites and the Philistines for 
supremacy, and it was not till the time of Solomon that the whole of 
Philistia was included in the kingdom. The division of the kingdom 
in the reign of Rehoboam provided the Pbilistines with the oppor­
tunity of reg,tining a part of their independence. 

Amalekites. A nomadic tribe, occupying the peninsula of Sinai and 
the wilderness between the south of Palestine and Egypt. 

Notices: 
They attacked the Israelites at Rephidim, in the wilderness of Sinai, 

shortly after the Exodus from Egypt, and were totally defeated by 
Joshua (Ex. xvii.). Their object seems to have been to obtain the 
spring of water miraculously supplied to the Israelites. 

Israel long remembered this attack and its object, and many years 
after Saul was commanded by Samuel to smite Amalek, as a 
punishment for their assault on Israel (1 Sam. xv. 3). 

In Judges we find them:-
1. In league with the :,\Ioabites, who, under Eglon, opprEssed 

Israel (iii. 13). 
2. In league with the Midianites when they overran the plain of 

Esdraelon, and were defeated by Gideon (vi. 3, vii. 12). 
The only other mentions of the Amalekites are :-

1. Their defeat and slaughter by Saul (1 Sam, xv.). 
2. Their destruction by David (1 Sam. xxvii. 8-9, 1 Sam. xxx.). 
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Maonites mentioned as having oppressed Israel (x. 12). 
The Septuagint reads 'Midian,' and so most commentators agree 

that the text should read ' Midianites,' as alluding to the oppression in 
the time 0£ Gideon. 

If Jfaonites be the true reading, the allusion must be to some tribe of 
the "children of the East," who formed part of the invading horde. 

Gzzah defeated the Philistines, the Arabians and the IIIehunims, i.e. 
the people of l\Ieon (2 Chron. xxvi. 7). 

There is a l\faon, a town in the wilderness of Judah, but this cannot 
be meant. 

Children of the East, a term denoting the Arab tribes of the desert to 
: the East of the Dead Sea. Certain of these Arabs joined :with the 

ll-ridianites and the Amalekites in their raids into the land of the 
Israelites. 

Job is de,;cribed as being "the greatest of the inen of the East" (Job 
i. 3J. 

THE TERRITORIES OF THE 

TWELVE TRIBES. 

I. THE TRIBES EAST OF JORDAX. 

The district was circumscribed by 
Jordan, on the west. 
'l'he Lebanon range and Syria, on the north. 
The Ammonites, on the east. 
The .'v[oabites, on the south. 

1. Reuben. 
This tribe received the south or plain country, and its territory 

extended from the Amon on the south to Heshbon on the north. 

Principal citier: Heshbon, Aroer, Bezer (a city of refuge). 
Reuben took no part in the chief struggles of the nation. 
Its defection in the campaign against Sisera is bitterly commented 

upon in the song of Deborah (v. 15-16). 

2. Gad. 
The central tribe beyond the Jordan, extending from Heshbon 

northwards towards the Sea of Galilee as far as the Yarmuk which 
flows into the Jordan four miles to the south of the lake. 

The eastern boundary is clearly defined as " unto Aroer that faces 
Rabbah," i.e. to the source of the Jabbok. 

Principal cities : Mahanaim, Ramoth-Gilead (a city of refuge and 
the key of Gilead), Jabesh-Gilead. Other notable places are Succoth 
and Penuel. 

Gad would be included in the denunciation of Deborah " Gilead 
ahode beyond Jordan" (v. 17). 
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CANAAN AMONG THE TRIBES. 
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3. Manasseh. The Manassites on the east of Jordan are described as 
the descendants of Machir. Under the leadership of Jair they won 
the northern part o·f the Trans-Jordanic territory. 

Boundaries. 
The Yar,nuk, on the south. 
Hennon, on the north. 
'l'he Jordan, on the west. 
The desert of Arabia, in the east. 

The district comprised the kingdom of Og, including Bashan and 
Argob. 

Principal cities: Edrei, the capital of Og, Ashtaroth, Golan (a city 
of refuge). 

Manasseh would be included in the denunciation of Deborah 
"Gilead aborle beyond, Jordan" (v. 17). 

The Manassites (and probably the Gadite,) followed Jephthah 
against Ammon. 

The Ephraimites appear to have taunted the Gileadites as being 
. fugitives or deserters from Ephraim (xii. 4). Jephthah and the 
Gileadites inflicted a severe defeat upon Ephraim when that tribe 
attacked them in assElrtion of its supr8macy (xii.). 

Jair, a Gileadite, was one of the Judges (x. 3). 

II. THE TRIBES WEST OF JORDAN. Canaan Proper. 
-4. Judah. 

Boundaries. 
South. From the Dead Sea, as far south as Kadesh-barnea, 

and the Wady-el Arish, or the "River of Egypt." 
East. . The Dead Sea. 
West. The Mediterranean. 
North. The boundary is difficult to follow. Judah was 

separated from Ephraim by the tribes of Benjamin 
(cast) and Dan (west). 

Judah consisted of four distinct portions differing in character. 
(1) The Negeb or the South, the dry land, lying between the 

central mountains and the desert. 
Principal places: Kadesh-barnea, Beer-sheba, Ziklag: 

(2/ The Shephelah, or the Lowland, the strip of country between 
the central hills, and the sandy shore of tho Mediterranean. 

Principal places: Eshtaol, Jarmuth, Adullam, Socoh, Azekah, 
Lachish, Eglon, Makkedah, Libnah, Keilah, and the five towns of 
the Philistines. 

(3) The hill country, the central district. 
Principal places: Hebron (a city of refuge), Debir, Giloh, Maon, 

Carmel, Ziph, Bethlehem, Beth-zur. 

E 

(4) The wilderness of Judrea, the desolate region between the 
mountains and the Dead Sea. Principal place, En-gedi. 

The tribe of Simeon was located in the territory of Judah. 
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Notices in Judges. 
Judah and Simeon are the first tribes to go up against the heathen 

nations to conquer the territory allotted to them. 
They defeated Adoni-bezek, captured Jerusalem, and defeated the 

Canaanites at Zephath or Hormah. Caleb captured Hebron and 
drove out the Anakirn. Though taking possession of Gaza, Askelon 
and Ekron, Judah did not obtain full possession of the Lowland 
(i. 1-21). 

Othniel, the first Judge, was of the tribe of Judah. 
Judah is mentioned as suffering from the Ammonite oppression (x.9). 
The men of Judah took Samson at the rock Etam and delivered 

him bound to the Philistines (xv. 9-11). 
The slight notice of this tribe in Judges is remarkable. They are 

not even called upon by L'eborah to join in the national rising 
against Jabin. Possibly at this period Judah was engaged in 
repelling that particular invasion by the Philistines from which the 
country was relieved by Shamgar. 

5 Joseph (as including Ephraim, and the half tribe of l\Ianassoh). 
Boundaries. 

South. The southern bounaary runs roughly from Jericho, 
below Beth-el, through Beth-horon-lower, to Gezer 
and then on to the Mediterranean at Jappa. The 
tribes of Dan (west) and Benjamin (east) lay to the 
south of Ephraim, separating that tribe from the 
tribe of Judah. 

North. We get the northern boundary by following the Carmel 
mnge southward and eastward to the Jordan. The 
tribe of Issachar lay to the north. 

lVest. The Mediterranean. 
East. The Jordan. 

These boundaries include the two tribes Ephraim and Manasseh ; 
Manasseh lay to the north and Ephraim to the south. The line 
separating Ephraim from Manasseh cannot be clearly defined. 

Principal cities: (Ephraim), Gezer, Shiloh, Gilgal (not near 
Jordan); (Manasseh), Shechem (a city of refuge), Samaria, Tirzah, 
Dothan. 

Bethshan, Ibleam, Endor, Dor, Megiddo (these five cities arc in 
the tribes of Asher and Issachar). 

Notices in Judges. 
Ephraim. 

1. The capture of Bethel (i. 22-26). 
2. They assisted Dan against the Amorites (i. 35). 
3. A detachment from Ephraim came to the aid of Deborah ancl 

Barak (v. 14). 
4. In the defeat of the Midianites by Gideon the men of Ephraim 

seized the waters of Jordan, captured and slew Oreb and 
Zeeb, and subsequently chided sharply with Gideon because 
he had not called them first to the fight (vii. 24-viii. 3). 

5. Ephraim suffered from the oppression of the Ammonites (x. 9). 
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6. The men of Ephraim fouri.d fault with Jephthah, because he 
had not acknowledged their headship when he advanced 
against Ammon. In the conflict that ensued from the 
altercation the Ephraimites were worsted, and being cut off 
at the fords of the Jordan lost 42,000 men (xii. 1-6). 

7. Abdon, the judge, was a Pirathonitc of the tribe of Ephraim. 
On the supremacy claimed by Ephraim (seep. 33). 

Manasseh. 
1. A detachment joined Deborah and Barak against Jabin (v.14). 
2. The 1fanassites formed the chief portion of Gideon's force~ 

(vi. 35). 
6. Benjamin. This tribe occupied a small slip of territory at a high 

range above the sea level, important, not for its size, but for the 
number of the notable cities within its boundaries. 

Boundaries. 
North. The tribe of Ephraim. 
We.st. The tribe of Dan. 
South, The tribe of Judah. 
East. The Jordan. 

Princ·ipal cities: Jerusalem, Jericho, Gilgal, Gibeon, Anathoth, 
Gibeah, Ramah, Kirjath-jearim, Mizpeh. 

Notices in Judges. 
1. 'rhe outrage at Gibeah, and the subsequent expedition of the 

united tribes of Israel against Benjamin (Chaps. xix., xx,, xxi.). 
2. Ehud, who delivered the south from the Moabites, was of the 

tribe of Benjamin (iii. 15). 
3. Benjamin sent a det,achment to the army of Deborah and Barak 

(v. 14). 
4. Benjamin suffered from the Ammonite invasion (x. 9). 

7. Dan, To Dan fell not only the last, but the smallest portion assigned 
to any tribe. 

Boundaries. 
North. Ephraim. 
East. E'phraim and Benjamin. 
South. Judah, 
West. The Mediterranean from Jappa in the north to Ekron 

in the south, a distance of about fourteen miles. 
Thus on three sides Dan was protected by the powerful tribes of 

Ephraim, Benjamin and Judah. The land between the hill country 
and the sea was exceedingly fertile-the cornfield and garden of 
Palestine. Such a valuable possession was not given up readily by 
the original inhabitants, and accordingly we find that the Amorites 
"forced the children of Dan into the mountain" (i. 34.) i.e. forced 
them from the rich cornfields back to the slopes and ridges of the 
hill country. Later the tribe had to contend with the Philistines. 
Thus the Danites, though struggling long and bravely to win the 
whole of their inheritance, became confined in limits t~o narrow 
for the population. This fact will explain the expedition to the 
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north when 600 Danites seized on the town of Laish (xviii.), and 
gave it the name of Dan. The town under the name of Dan 
remained famous long after the name of the tribe foll out of Jewish 
history. 

Notices in Judges. 
1. The Amorites forced Dan into the mountains (i. 34). 
2. The tribe fell under the reproach of Deborah for not joining in 

the national rising against Jabin (v. 17). 
3." A portion of the tribe hard pressed by the Amorites emigrated 

to the north, seizing the town of Laish (see chapter xviii.). 
4. Samson \Vas of the tribe of Dan. 

8. Simeon. No distinct portion was allotted to this tribe. It would 
appear that the portion assigned to Judah was larger than it could 
conveniently oecupy or defend, and that Judah assigned some of its 
towns to Simeon in order to obtain the assistance of that tribe in the 
defence of its southern border. 

Notice in Judges. 
Simeon joined with Judah in being the first of the tribes to go UP' 

and occupy the territory assigned to them (see Judah). 

9. Zebulun occupied a district extending from the Sea of Galilee on 
the east to the Mediterranean on the west, bounded by the tribe of 
:Jssachar on the south and by the tribe of Naphtali on the north. 

Notices in Judges. 
1. Zebulun joined with Naphtali in following Barak against 

Sisera, and with that tribe bore -the brunt of the battle 
(iv, 10., V, 18). 

2. A force from Zebulun responded to the call of Gideon (vi. 35). 
3. Ibzan, the judge, was of Bethlehem in Zebulun (xii. 8). 
4. Elon, the judge, was of the tribe of Zebulun (xii. 11). 

10. Issachar. The territory stretched from the Jordan to Carmel, and 
lay between the tribes of Zebulun (north) and 1\Ianasseh (south), and 
included the famous plain of Esdraelon. 

Within the territory of Issachar are many famous places mentioned 
in Bible history, e.g. Jezreel, Shunem, Mount Gilboa, Beth&han, 
Megiddo, Taanach, Endor, though certain of these were assigned to 
'.\Ianasseh (see l\Ianasseh). 

Notices in Judges. 
1. The princes of Issachar joined Deborah and Barak (v. 15), but 

the tribe appears to have taken no part in giving assistance to 
Gideon. 

2. Tola, the judge, was of the tribe of Issachar (x. 1). 

11. Asher appears to have had assigned to it a strip of rich maritime 
territory stretching as far north as Zidon, but Zidon was never 
occupied. Its southern boundary was Zebulun, whilst Naphtali 
lay to the east. 

Principal towns: Achsah, Tyre, Zidon. 
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Notices in Ji.dges. 
1. Asher falls under tho censure of Deborah for not joining in the 

national rising against Jabin (v. 17). 
2. The tribe of Asher responded to the call of Gideon (vi. 35). 

12. Naphtali. 
Boundaries. 

North. The valley of the Leontes. 
South. The tribe of Zebulun. 
East. The Jordan; and the Sea of Galilee. 
West. The tribe of Asher. 

Notices in Judges. 
1. Barak was of the tribe of Naphtali. 
2. Naphtali joined with Zebulun in following Barak against Sisera, 

and with that tribe bore the brunt of the battle (iv. 10, v. 18). 
3. Naphtali responded to the call of Gideon (vi. 35). 

UNCONQUERED OR UNOCCUPIED TERRITORY IN THE 

DIFFERENT TRIBES. 

1. fo Judah and Benjamin, 
The Jebusites that inhabited Jerusalem. 
The inhabitants of the valley, i.e., of the lowland. 
The five lords of the Philistines. 

2. In Ephraim, 
The Canaanites of Gezer. 

3. In Manasseh, 
The inhabitants of Beth-shan, Ibleain, Dor, l\Iegiddo and Taanach, 

towns in Issachar, but assigned to '.\Ianasseh. 

4. In Zebulun, 
Certain of the Canaanites. 

5. In Asher, 
The inhabitants of Accho, Zidon, Achzib and other towns. 

6. In Naphtali, 
The inhabitants of Beth-shemcsh and Bethanah. 

7.·In Dan, 
The Danites never obt[l,ined complete possession of the valley. The 

Amorites forced them " into the mountain : for they would not 
sufTer them to come down to the ~·alley" (i. 34). 

We thus see that Isra.el obtained complete possession of the central 
highland and that with the exception of Jcbus or Jerus;i.lem (an 
exceptionally strong fortress), the unconquered portions lay either in 
the lowlands or the plains. 

The footmen of Israel would act at an a,dvantage in the hill country, 
but in the level tracts the Canaariites with cavalry and war-chariots 
would meet the invaders on more favourable terms. 

These nations were left to prove Israel, that is, to test or try theil' 
faith. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
Abel-Cheramim, the plain of the vineyards. (The R.V. gives the 

proper name), a spot mentioned as one of the limits of Jephthah's 
pursuit of the Ammonites (xi. 33). It is identified as being six miles 
beyond Rabbah. 

Abel-meholah (the dancing meadow), in the north of the Jordan valley, 
about four miles south of Beth-shean. 

It was the native place of the prophet Elijah (1 Kings xix. 16-19). 
The routed llfidianites fled from the men of Gideon by the way of 

Abel-meholah (vii. 22). 

Accho, The modern Acre. It fell to the lot of Asher, but this tribe was 
never able to gain possession of it from the original inhabitants 
(i. 31). 

Achsib, a town of the Canaanitcs in the territory of Asher; one of the 
places not captured by that tribe (i. 31). Identified as Flcdippa some 
ten miles north of Acre, 

Ahlab, a town of the Canaanitcs, in the territory of Asher; one of the· 
places not conquered by that tribe (i. 31). Probably the same as 
Giscala, a town in the hill country north-west of the Sea of Galilee. 

Ajalon, "the valley of the Gar,elles." A valley running south-west from 
the lower Beth-horon into the great western plain of l'hilistia. The 
town was on the frontier of Philistia, During the pursuit of the 
Canaanites in the battle of Eeth-horon Joshua commanded the sun to 
stand still upon Gibeon, and the moon upon the Valley of Ajalon. (See 
Josh. x. 12-14). 

'l'he town was in the territory of Dan, and assigned to the Levites 
(Josh. xxi. 24:). The Danites were not able to drive the Amorites out 
of Ajalon (v. 34). 

Notices. 
(1) Saul and Jonathan defeated the Philistines and pursued them 

from :\iiehmash to Ajalon, much upon the same route as the 
battle of Beth-horon (1 Sam. xiv. 31). 

{2) Hehoboam fortified Ajalon against attacks from the south 
(2 Chron. xi. 10). 

(:3) In the reign of Ahaz we find the Philistines in Ajalon (2 Chron. 
xxviii. 18). 

Elon the judge was buried at Aijafon, a different place to the above, 
and situated in the tribe of Zebulun (xii.12). 

Aphik or Aphek, a city in the extreme north of Asher, from which the 
Canaanites were not expelled (i. 31). Identified with A phi.ea, now Afka, 
famous for its temple of Venus. 

Arad, about twenty miles to the south of Hebron. The wilderness of 
Judah lay to the south of Arad (i. 16). 

Akrabbim. The ascent of (the scorpion pass). A pass betwBen the south 
end -0f the Dead Sea and Zin. It mrtrked the south boundary of Judah 
and the north boundary of the Amorites (i. 36). 
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Arnon, a river flowing from the e;,st into the De"'d Se[I, forming the 
southern boundary of the tribe of Reuben, and diYiding that territory 
from Moab. 

Aroer, a city on the Arnon and in the territory of Sihon. It was assigned 
to Reuben. It was situated partly on the Arnon, and partly on an 
island in the rivar. Later it fell into the possession of l\Ioab (xi. 26). 

Arumah, a place evidently near Shochem, where Al1imelech resided, and 
which he seems to have made the royal residence (ix. 41). 

Ashdod (Azotus, Acts viii. 40) wets one of the five chief Philistine cities, 
Gaza, Askelon, Ashdod, Ekron, and Gath. It wag situated midway 
between Gaza and Joppa, about three miles from the Mediterranean, and 
thirty miles from the southern frontier of Pulestine. It owed its 
impodance to the fact that it commanded the caravan route to Egypt. 
It was never subdued by the Israelites,. and even in .the time of 
Nehemiah rehined its distinctiveness of race and religion 
(Neh. xiii. 23-24). 

The ark, when captured by the Philistines in the judgeship of Eli, 
was brought first to Ashdod and set in the house of Dagon 
(1 Sam. v. 1-7). 

It was besieged and captured by Tartan, the general 0£ the Assyrians, 
in the reign of Hezekiah (Is. xx. 1). . 

Philip the Evangelist preached at Azotus fAshdod) (Acts viii. 40). 

Askelon. One 0£ the five cities of the Philistines, next in importance to 
Gaza. S:i.mson went down from Timnath to Askclon and slew thirty of 
the J?hilistines to obtain the changes of garment wherewith to pay the 
wager he had lost to those who had solved his riddle (xiv. 19). 

David would not proclaim the deaths of Saul and Jonathan lest there 
shouU bo rejoicing in Askelon (2 Sam. i. 20). 

Askolon played an important part iu the struggles of the Crusades.· 

Baa~tamar (place of the palm tree). A place near Gibeah of Benjamin, 
mentioned as the place where the Israelites assembled to attack the 
Benjamites at Gibeah (xx. 33). 

The palm tree of Deborah (iv. 5) was situated near, ana may possibly 
bo alluded to in the name. 

Beer (well). The place where Jotham, the son of Gideon, took refuge from 
Abimelech (ix .. 21). Its position cannot be loc;ited. 

Beth-anath, a walled city in the tribe of Naphtali, from which the 
Canaanites were not expelled (i. 33). 

Beth-barah. When Gideon had dispersed the l\Iidianites the men of 
Ephraim seized "the waters imto Beth-barah ancl Jordan" and inter­
cepted the ::\Iidianites before they could reach the Jordan (vii. 24). 

" The waters" are the brooks which flow from the eastern side of 
the mountains of Ephraim into Jordan. Beth-b:i.rah wa,s probably the 
chief ford. 

As Beth-ab3,ra, where John the Baptist baptized, is said to "be beyond 
Jordan" (St. John i. 28), it is possible that this place is identic1! with 
Beth-bua.h. 
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Beth-el (Beth, house; El, God) = the house of God. Its ancient name 
was Luz. It was situated on the extreme south of Ephraim, and so 
just en the border of the kingdom of Israel. 

In Joshua we find the king of Bethel assisting the king of Ai against 
Israel (Josh. viii. 17). The king of Bethel is also mentioned in the list 
of kings slain by Joshua (Josh. xii. 16). 

The capture of Bethel by the tribe of Ephraim is recounted in i. 22-26, 
The strong position of Bethel on the frontier of Ephraim, and 

commanding the great high road from Hebron to Shechem, rendered 
its possession of the highest importance to Ephraim. 

Bethlehem (of Judah) (house of bread), situated about five miles south of 
Jerusalem. Its ancient name was Ephrath or Ephratah. It is often 
called Bethlehem-judah to distinguish it from Bethlehem in Zebulun. 
It was the birth-place of our Lord (St. Luke ii. 4). 

Notices in the Old Testament. 
(1) The Levite who became the first priest of the Danites came 

from Bethlehem (xvji. 7). 
(2) It is the scene of the history of Ruth (Ruth i. 1). 
(3) The birthplace of David (1 Sam. xvii. 12). 
(4) Samuel anointed David at Bethlehem (1 Sam. xvi. 13). 
(5) The birthplace of Joab, Abishai and Asahel (2 Sam. ii. 32). 
(6) 123 of the children of Bethlehem returned from captivity (Ezra 

ii. 21). 
Bethlehem (of Judah) is notable in the Book of Judges for:-

(1) The Levite who became a priest in the household of Micah, ancl 
who afterwards accompanied the Danites to Laish, came from 
Bethlehem (xvii. 7). 

(2) The wife of the Levite (chap. xix.) came from Bethlehem. 
The circumstances related in the Book of Ruth aro also connected 

with Bethlehem. 
(On the importance of these three events in deciding the authorship 

of the Book of Judges, see p. ix.) 

Bethlehem (of Zebulun). In the tribe of Zebulun, about six miles from 
Nazareth. 

Ibzan, the judge, was a native of this Bethlehem, and was buriea 
there (;di. 8-10). 

Beth-rehob. In the north of P,\lestine, and a petty kingdom of Syria. 
The Ammonites "hired the Syrians of Beth-rehob," and other mer­
cenaries to assist them against David (2 Sam. x. 6). 

The city of Laish or Dan lay in the valley near Beth-rehob (xviii. 28). 
It has been identified with .the modern Hunim, a fortress which 

commands the above-mentioned plain. 

Bethshean or Beth-shan, a city of Manasseh. After the defeat of Saul 
at Gilboa, the Philistines hung the corpses of Saul and his sons from 
the walls of Beth-shan (1 Sam. xxxi. 10-12). 

Notice in Judges. 
Manasseh was unable to drive the Canaanites out of Beth-shean 

and the neighbouring towns (i. 27). 
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Beth-shemesh (House of the Sun), a city in Naphtali, mentioned along 
with Beth-anah, as a place whence the tribe of Naphtali could not take 
from the Canaanites (i. 33). Situation unknown. 

It must not be mistaken for the well-known Beth-shemesh in the 
tribe of Judah. 

Beth-.shittah (house of the acacias), mentioned as one of the places to 
which the Midianites fled in their rout by Gideon (vii. 22). It must 
have been near the for~s of the Jordan in the north. 

Bezek, a place in the tribe of Judah, not far from Jerusalem, inhabited 
by Canaanites and Perizzites. It wa.s the residence of Adoni-bezek 
(i. 4-5), (See Adoni-bezek). 

There is another Bezek where Saul assembled his forces before advancing 
to the relief of Jabesh-Gilead ll Sam. xi. 8/. 

Bochim (the weepers). Not far from Gilgal, and rn the west of Jordan 
(ii, 1-5), 

Here the Angel of the Lord appeared to the Israelites, denounced their 
infidelity to the covenant, because they had made leagues with the 
Canaanites and had not destroyed the idol worship. The Angel 
announced that these Canaanites would be a thorn in their sides, and 
that their gods would be a snare to them. Thus the subsequent 
oppressions and miseries were foretold. 

Camon, some spot in Gilead on the east of Jordan, The place in which 
Jair the judge was buried (x. 5). 

Dan (the city), not the tribe of that name, but a town in the extreme north of 
Palestine. Its original name was Laish, and the story of its capture · 
by the Danites is told in Judges xviii.-xix. After the capture the · 
Danites gave the town the name of their own tribe (see also Josh. xix. 
47-48). · 

" From Dan to Beer-sheba " was the common expression for the 
Promised Land. 

Jeroboam set up one of the golden calves at Dan, partly because 
it was at the northern extremity of his_ kingdom, and partly because 
at the time of its capture a kind of religious worship had been 
established by the Danites, who took with them a young Levite from the 
house of Micah in llfount Ephraim, with the ephod, the teraphim, the 
graven image and the molten image which Micah had made. Thus Dan 
was always regarded as a place of particular sanctity. 

Dan was taken by Ben-hadad from Ba.asha {1 Kings xv, 20). 

Debir (ancient name Kirjath-sepher = " the town of the book"), situated 
near Hebron, and probably, from its name, a seat of learning among 
the Canaanites. It would appear to have been recovered. by the 
Canaanites, for Othniel, the nephew of Caleb, won hi8 daughter 
Acshaah for wife by the capture of the city {see Achsah, p. xlv,), 
It was one of the towns assigned to the Levites. 
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Dor, an-ancient city of the Canaanites in the tribe of Manasseh, on the 
sea coast south of Carmel. 

The King of Dor joined Jabin, King of Hazor, against Joshua 
(Josh. xi. 2). 

It- was ono of Solomon's commissariat districts, being well adapted 
for this purpose from its proximity to the plain of Sharon (1 Kings 
iv. 11). 

Notice in Judges. 
One of the towns from which the tribe of Manasseh could not expel 

the 0anaanites (i. 27). 
Ekron,_ the most northerly of the five cities of the Philistines. It was 

assigned to Judah, forming one of the landmarks on the northern 
border (Josh. xv. 45-46). It seems to have been afterwards given to 
Dan (Josh. xix, 43). 

It was one of the cities which received the Ark when captured by the 
Philistines (1 Sam. v. lOJ. 

Ahaziah, King of Israel, sent to enquire of Baal-zebub, the god of 
Ekron, whether he should recover from the injuries sustained by falling 
through a lattice in his upper chamber (2 Kings j_ 2). 

En~hakkore. (The spring of him that called.) The spring that burst 
out of the_ rock, when Samson called upon God in his thirst after he 
had slain a thousti.nd of the Philistines with the jaw-bone of an ass. 

The water did not gush from the jaw-bone, but from a hollow place 
or mortar-like cavity in the rock (see R.V. and comment p. 91). 

Eshtaol, A place in the Shcphelah, or lowland of Judah, and allotted to 
the tribe of Dan. Samson p:1ssed his boyhood and youth in this 
district (xiii. 25), ti.nd was buried there (xvi. 31). 

Etam, (The rock Etam). The place of refuge of Samson after his 
slaughter of the Philistines for burning his wife and her relations. 

It was a cliff or lofty rock, situated in the tribe of Judah, near Zorah 
and Eshtaol, near Etam, and probably at the foot of the cliff were 
Lehi and En-hakkore. 

When the Philistines sent an expedition to seize Samson, the men of 
Judah were ready to deliver up Samson in order to save themselves 
from the consequences of his deed. Samson consented to be bound 
with cords by his countrymen and to be handed over to the Philistines. 

Oaash, Timnath-heres, the city given to Joshua, was sitm1ted in the hill 
country of-Ephraim, on -the north side of the hill of Gaash. 

Oaza, or Azzah, one of the five chief cities of the Philistines, and the 
last town in the south-west of Palestine on the frontier of Egypt. It 
occupied a position of great Btrength. Joshua was not able to subdue 
it, and though the tribe of Judah once obtti.ined possession of it, they did 
not hold it for long. During the times of Samuel, Saul, and David it 
was in the hands of the Philistines, and appears to have been their 
capital. Solomon gained possession of it, and it is said that his territory 
extended from '' Tiphsah even to Azzah" (1 Kings iv. 24). 

It was the scene of one of Sc1mson's exploits, viz. : the carrying away 
of the gates of Gaza {see xvi. 1-3). -
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(ierizim. A mountain to the south of the valley of Shechem being 
faced by l\Iount Ebal on the opposite or northern side of the valley. 

The district was holy and sanctified to the Israelites because 
1. Hern Abraham erected his first altar in Canaan (Gen. xii. 6-7). 
2. Jacob settled here after his return from Padan-aram, and 

bought the parcel of the field from Hamor the father of 
Shechem for a hundred pieces of money (Gen. xxxiii. 19J. 

The, mountain itself is memorable as-
(1) Being the place where the six tribes stood who responded 

"Amen" to the blessings as the Law was read by the priests, 
standing with the Ark in the valley (Josh. viii. 3\J-35). 

(2) Being the place whence Jotham uttered his parable to the men 
of Shechem after the slaughter of the sons of Gideon by 
Abimelech (ix. 7-21). 

All travellers bear testimony to the acoustic properties of the valley, 
and tell us that a voice on Gerizim can be heard distinctly on Ebal. 

Subseqitent history. 
When Nehemiah expelled Manasseh, the grandson of Eliashib, the 

High Priest, from Jerusalem, for marrying the daughter of 
Sanballat, Manasseh took refuge with the Samaritans, and 
obtained permission from Darius Nothus to build a Temple on 
Mount Gerizim. The Samaritans claimed for· this Temple 
precedence before the Temple at Jerusalem, on the ground that 

- Gerizim was the proper place for sacrifice, because Joshua had 
· built his first altar there, · 

Gezer, an important city in the south, co=anding the approach from 
Egypt.: Though assigned to the Kohathites as a city of refuge (Josh. 
xxi. 21), it remained in possession of the Oanaanites at the conquest of 
the land (Josh. xvi.10). It was captured by Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who 
destroyed the city, put to death the Canaanites who dwelt there, and 
gave it to his daughter as a marriage portion when ·she became the wife 
of Solomon (2Kings ix. 16). Pharaoh may have taken the city before the 
marriage of his daughter (as the city was inhabited by Oanaanites he 
could do this without being at war with Solomon), or he may have 
undertaken' the. expedition a,t-the request of Solomon. 

Solomon fortified the city as -a protection on the south. 

<iibeah (hill-town), a name given to many places in Palestine. 
The Gibeah of Judges is Gibeah of Benjamin, or Gibeah of Saul. It 

was situated. four miles north of Jerusalem to the right of the road 
leading from Hebron to Shechem. 

Notices. 
(1) It was the scene of the tragedy of the Levite and his concubine 

(xix., xi<.). 
(2) The Benjamites successfully defended Gibeah against the attack 

of the united tribes, but were at last defeated by stratagem and 
the town was taken (xxi.). . · 

(3) It appears to have been the native place and home of Saul, the 
firsb king of Israel (1 Sam. x. 26). 
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(4) Saul wa.s at Gibeah when the messengers came from Jabesh­
Gilcad to entreat for help against Nahash the Ammonite­
(1 Sam. xi. 4). 

(5) Jonathan sallied from Gibeah and smote the garrison of the 
Philistines at Michmash (1 Sam. xiii. 2-4). 

(6) Jonathan passed over from Gibeah to Michmash and defeated 
the Philistines (1 Sam. xiv. 4-16). 

Oidom, a place between Gibeah and Rook Rimmon, and very near the 
latter. Israel pursued the _Benjamites as far as Gidom, slaying 2,000 of 
the fugitives. 

Gilead, a mountainous district on the east of Jordan, bounded on the 
north by Bashan, and on the south by Moab and Ammon. Mahanaim, 
Jabesh Gilead, and Ramoth Gilead were the chief towns. 

A "]fount Gilead" iB mentioned (vii. 5) as being the place whence 
22,000 of Gideon's men went home. But Gideon's army assembled 
on the west of Jordan, so three explanations have been given of this 
name-

1. That it is an error for " Gilboa." 
2. That there may have been a Mount Gilead in western Manasseh. 
5. That, as Gilead was the son of Abiezer, the name may have 

been applied generally to the tribe ot Manasseh, and so the 
phrase "let him depart from Mount Gilead " means " let him 
leave the encampment of l\1anasseh on the hill above the 
l\Iidianite camp." 

Oilgal, situated on a hillock or rising ground in the plains of Jericho, 
about five miles from the Jordan, and two miles from Jericho. 

It was the site of the first camp of the Israelites after the crossing of the 
Jordan. The twelve stones which had been taken from the hed of the 
river were set up at Gilgal. 

The word means" the Rolling," and thus kept in remembrance the 
"rolling away the reproach of Egypt" (Josh. v. 9). 

Joshua fortified" the camp" and made it the basis of his military 
operations against the Canaanites, and a place of safety where the ark, 
the women a.nd children, etc., could be left, 

At Gilgal-
\1) The rite of circumcision took place after the crossing of Jordan 

(Josh. v. 2-9). 
(2) The Passover was celebrated (Josh. v. 10-12). 
(3) The treaty was made with the Gibeonites who came to the 

"camp at Gilgal" (Josh. x. 6). 
(4) From Gilgal Joshua hastened to the rescue of the Gibeonites 

when they were attacked by the southern kings (Josh. x. 7). 
(5) Joshua returned to Gilgal after the conquest of the south of 

Canaan (Josh. x. 43). 
(6) Caleb claimed Hebron as his inheritance before Joshua at 

Gilgal (Josh. xiv. 6), 
(7) After the conquest of the land the tabernacle was moved from 

Gilgal to Shiloh (Josh. xviii. 1). 
(8) The men of Judah came to meet David at Gilgal on his return 

to Jerusalem after the death of Absalom (2 Sam. xix. 15). 
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There is another Gilgal mentioned in the time of the kings. 
(1) It was one of the three towns, Beth-el, Gilgal and 1\fizpah, which 

Samuel visited in turn as judge of the people (1 Sam. vii. 16). 
(2) Samuel and Saul sacrificed several times at Gilgal, apparently 

on solemn occasions and at assemblies of the people {1 Sam. 
x. 8, xi. 14, xv. 12). 

(3) It appears to have been the site of a school of the prophets in 
the days of Elisha (2 Kings ii. 1). 

Notices in Judges. 
(1) The angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim (ii. 1) 

(Bochim). 
(2) Ehud turned back from the quarries by Gilgal to assassinate 

Eglon (iii. 19). 
Hamath, an important city of Upper Syria, in the valley of the Orontes, 

which it commanded. This valley was the main entrance to Palestine 
from the north, and was the way traversed by the armies of Assyria and 
Babylon when they invaded the country. 

Hence " the entering in of Harnath " signifies the valley between 
Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon, which may well be termed the gateway into 
Pt1lestine from the north. 

Solomon's kingdom extended from the "entering in of Hamath unto 
the river of Egypt" (1 Kings viii. 65), a phrase which signifies the whole 
of Palestine. 

Solomon built store cities at Hamath (2 Chron, viii. 4). 

Harod. The well of (Harod = trembling). The spring by which Gideon 
and his army encamped on the morning of the day before the night 
attack on the l\Iidianites. Here the trial of the warriors by their 
niethod of drinking apparently took place. The well evidently takes 
its name from the withdrawal of the 22,000 who feared to take part in 
the battle. Stanley identifies it with Ain Talud, a stony spring forming 
a large pool at the foC't of Gilboa. 

Harosheth. Haroshoth of the Gentiles or the nations ; so called from 
the mixed races that inhabited it. 

It was the headquarters of Sisera the captain of the host of Jabin 
king of Razor (iv. 2). 

The Israelites pursued the routed host as far as Harosheth (iv. 16). 
Though the site has not been identified, Rarosheth would appear to 

have been some fortress commanding the western exit of the plain of 
Esdraelon, and to have been the arsenal for Sisera's chariots (see p.106). 

Havoth-Jair, or the towns of Jair. Sixty villages in the district of Argob, 
taken by Jair, the son of Manasseh, and called -&fter ·his name 
(Num. xxxii. 41, Dent. iii. 14). 

Jair, the Gileadite, one of the Judges, is said to have had thirty sons 
who h!.d thirty cities called Havoth-jair in the land of Gilead (x. 4). 

As " Havoth " means -villages "Havoth-jair" means the villages of 
Jair. Thus it is impossible to decide whether the cities mentioned in 
Judges are identical with those previously described_ or not. 
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Hazor, an important city in the tribe of Naphtali, situated between 
Ra.mah and Kedesh, on high ground overlooking the waters of Merom. 

Notices. 
(1) Joshua defeated Jabin, king of Razor, and the northern 

confederacy of kings, and burnt the city (Josh. xL 1). 
(2) Later it was the capital of another Jabin, whose host under 

Sisera was defeated by Deborah and Barak (iv. 2). 
(3) It was fortified by Solomon as commanding the great line of 

invasion from the north (1 Kings ix. 15). 
(4) It was captured by Tiglath-pileser (2 Kings xv. 29). 

Hebron, a city of Judah, twenty-nine miles south of Jerusalem, and 
twenty miles north of Bcer-sheba. The ancient name was Kirjath-Arba, 
the city of Arba, so called from Arba, the father of Anak. 

Notices. 
(1) Abraham pitched his tent "in the plain of Mamre, which is in 

Hebron" (Gon. xiii. 18). 
(2) Sarah died at Hebron, and there was the cave of Machpelah, 

which Abraham purchased as a burial-place from Ephron the 
Hittite (Gen. xxiii.). 

(3) In the division of tho land, Hebron fell to the lot of Caleb 
(Josh. xv. 13). (See Caleb, p. xlvi.). 

(4) It was the ca-pital of David on the death of Saul. There he 
reigned seven years and six months (2 Sam. v. 5). 

(5) It was tbe scene of the murder of Abner by Joab (2 Sam. iii. 27). 
(6) Here Absalom commenced bis rebellion against his father Davicl, 

going to Hebron under r,retence cl fulfilling a vow he had made 
whilst dwelling at Geshur (2 Sam. xv. 7-12). 

Heres Mount (mountain -0/ the sun) situated in Ajalon, and one of the 
places whence the Danites could not expel the Amorites (i. 35). It is 
supposed to be the site of Ir-shemesh (city of the sun), one of the oitics 
allotted to the tribe of Dan (Josh. xix. 41). 

Helbah, a town in Asher, from which the Canaanites were not expelled 
(i. 31), 

Hermon, the mountain at the southern end of Anti-Lebanus, forming 
the culmir,ating point of the range. It was a great landmark for tbe 
Israelites, denoting their northern boundary almost as strongly as their 
western boundary was defined by the Mediterranean Sea, for "in what­
ever part of Palestine the Israelite turned his eye northward, Hermon 
was there terminating the view." 

Heshbon, the capital of Sihon, king of the Amorites. It was situated 
on the boun<h\1:y line between the tribes of Reuben and Gad. 

Hormah (or Zephath, i. 17), a city in the south of Palestine, captured 
by Joshua (Josh. xii. 14). It is chiefly memorable as the,scene of 
the defeat of the Israelites by the C(l.naanites and tbe Amalekites, when, 
after tbc return of the spies, the Israelites in their presumption 
advanced to conquer the land contrary to the express disapproval of 
Moses (Num, xiv. 45). 
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Judah and Simeon captured Hormah or Zephath and destroyed the 
Canaanite inhabitants of the city (i. 17). 

lbleam, a city of Manasseh, but situated in the territory of either Issachar 
or Asher. A Levitical city. 

Jehu pursued Ahaziah, King of Judah, and wounded him "at the 
going up to.Gur, which is by Ibleam. And he fled to lrfegiddo and died 
there" (2 Kings ix. 27). 

The tribe of Manasseh was not able to gain possession of Ibleam. (i. 27). 

Jabbok, a stream falling into the Jordan on the east, about midway 
between the Sea of Galileo and the Dead Sea. It was the boundary 
between the kingdoms of Sihon and Og. It was after crossing the Jabbok 
from north to south that, on his return to Canaan, Jacob met Esau 
(Gen. xxxii. 22). 

Jabesh-Oilead, one of the chief cities of Gilead beyond the Jordan. 
Notices. 

(1) In the campaign of Israel against Benjamin, the remnant of 
Benjamin were supplied with wives by the sack of Jabesh-gilead 
(xxi. 8-24). 

(2) Jabesh-gilead was the scene of Saul's first military exploit. He 
relieved Jabesh-gilead from the attack of Nahash, the Ammonite 
(1 Sam. xi. 1-15). 

(3) When the Philistines hung the bodies of Saul and his sons on 
the walls of Beth-shan, the men of Jabesh-gilead, in gratitude 
for their deliverance from Nahash, came by night and took down 
the bodies, conveyed them to Jabesh-gilead, and buried them 
there, after first burning them (1 Sam. xxxi. 11-13). 

Jahaza or Jahaz, in the tribe of Reuben, the scene of the decisive 
overthrow of Sihon, king of the Amorites (Numb: xxi. 23). 

Jebus, the ancient name of Jerusalem. 
Notices in Judges. 

(1) Judah captured Jerusalem (i. 8), but did not gain possession of the 
citadel (i. 21 ). 

(2) The Levite on his return from Bethlehem-judah refused to enter 
Jebus to pass the night there because it was the city of the 
Jebusites, and not a city of the children of Israel. He pressed on 
as far as Gibeah (xix. 10-15). 

The citadel was not taken till the reign of David (2 Sam. v, 6-9). 

Jericho; situate in the plain of the Jordan, exactly over the place where 
the Israelites under Joshua passed over that river. 

After the capture of the city, Joshua laid it un°d~r the following 
curse:-" Cursed be the man before the Lord, that riseth up and bitildeth 
this city Jericho : he sha!l /ay the foundation thereof in his firstborn 
and in his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it" (Josh. vi. 26). 

The city was rebuilt in the time of Ahab by Riel the Bethelite, of 
whom it is said that "he laid the foundation thereof in Abiram his 
firstborn, and set up the gates thereof in his youngest son Segub. 
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according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by Joshua the son of 
Nun" (1 Kings xvi. 34). 

Hiel may have built the city, following the example of Omri and 
Ahab, who were great builders, and induced by the position, which, as 
commanding the fords of the Jordan, was admirably adapted for 
commerce. 

Jerlcho soon rose to importance, for here we find a school of the 
prophets (2 Kings ii. 5). 

Elijah and Elisha crossed the Jordan opposite Jericho by Elijah 
striking the waters with his mantle; and, after the ascension of Elijah, 
Elisha returned in the same manner (2 Kings ii. 8-14). 

Elisha healed the spring of waters at Jericho by casting salt in 
(2 Kings ii. 19-22). 

Zedekiah was captured by the Chaldeans in the plains of Jericho 
whilst endeavouring to escape from Jerusalem (2 Kings xxv. 5). 

Jericho is frequently mentioned in the Gospels. 
Notice in Judges. 

Jericho was occupied by Eglon, king of Moab, when he oppressed 
Israel. It would appear that he made Jericho his headquarters, and 
that he was assassinated by Ehud in that city. 

Jezreel, a city on an eminence rising out of the plain of Jezreel, 
comm!l,nding a view of Jordan on the east, and Carmel on tJ.ie west. 
It also gave its name to the plain, so that the plain of Jezreel is 
only another name for the plain of Esdraelon. 

Its strong and commanding position caused it to be chosen by Ahab 
as his chief residence. Afber his death Jezreel sank into insignificance. 

It is the scene of many notable incidents in Kings. 
(1) Elijah ran from Carmel before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel 

(1 Kings xviii. 46). 
(2) At Jezreel Ahab had a palace, where he built for himself an ivory 

house (1 Kings xxii. 39). 
(3) In Jezroel was the vineyard of Na.both (1 Kings xxi. 1). 
(4) At Jezreel Jehu slew Jehoram, and here also Jezebel met her 

death (2 Kings ix. 14-37). 
The 11lain of Jezreel was the highway into Palestine from west and north, anil 

the traditional battle-field of the country (see Megiddo). 

Notices in Judges. 
(1) The battle 'between Barak and the army of Sisera took place in 

the valley of Jezrecl at the western end (iv.). 
(2) The l\Iidianites andAmalekites encamped in the valley of Jezreel 

and there they fled in panic before Gideon and his three hundred 
men (vi. 33). 

Jogbehah, a city on the east of Jordan, built and fortified by the tribe of 
Gad (Num. xxxii. 15). It was ou the route of the flanking march by 
which Gideon surprised the l\Iidianite princes, Zebah and Zalmunna, in 
their halt at Kharkor (viii. 10-11). 
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Kadesh-barnea, in the wilderness to the south of J udooa, and the fa1thest 
point which the Israelites. reached in their direct road to Canaan. 

· (1) Here Miriam died (Num. xx. 1). 
(2) From Kadesh-barnea the twelve spies were despatched to view 

the land (Num. xiii. 17-19). 
(3) At Kadesh the people murmured when the spies returned 

(Num. xiv. 1-5). 
(4) At Kadesh the decree imposing forty year,' wandering in the 

wilderness was issued (Num. xiv. 29-33). 

Kedesh-Naphtali, a fortified city of the tribe of Naphtali allotted to the 
Levites and appointed as a city of refuge in the north. 

Notices. 
(1) Barak was of Kedesh-Naphtali (iv. 6), 
(2) Here Barak and Deborah assembled the tribes of Zobulun and 

Naphtali previous to attacking Sisera and the host of Jabin, 
and marched thence with 10,000 men to Tabor (iv. 10). 

(3) Captured by Tigla.th-pileser in the reign of Pekah (2 Kings 
xv. 29). 

Kharkor, a place on the east of Jordan, about a day's march from 
Succoth. Zebah and Zalmunna. halted in their flight at Kharkor in 
apparent security. Gideon appears to have ma.de a flank march and 
fallen upon them unexpectedly from the east, and not from the west, 
the quarter whence they would expect him. The l\Iidianites were again 
routed and their two princes captured (viii. 10-11). 

Kitron, a town in Zebulun, mentioned as remaining in the possession of 
th~ Canaanites (i. 30). 

Kishon, a river draining the plaiu of Esdraelon. The basin is enclosed 
by Mount Carmel and the Samaria. range on the south, by Gilboa and 
Tabor on the east, and by the mountains of Galilee on the north. The 
river flows in a north-westerly direction, emptying itself into the 
:'.Iediterranean in the bay of Akka. Till it receives the streams from 
Ca-cruel it is a mere torrent, but is subject to -sudden and dangerous 
overflow after rain or the melting of the snow on Tabor in early spring. 
On such occasions the country, especially nea-c l\fogiddo, becomes a 
veritable quagmire and almost impass'.Lble. Under such circumstances 
the chariots of Sisera would be hopelessly entangled in the morass. 

An incident similar to the defeat of Sis~ra occurred at the battle of 
Mount Tabor, April, 1799, when the Kfahon overflowed, and many of 
the Turkish army were drowned. 

The river Kishon is the scene of two notable incidents in Israelite 
history. 

(1) The defeat of Sisera and the destruction of his army. "The 
river Kishon swept them away, that ancient river, the river 
Kishon" (v. 21). 

(2) The slaughter of the prophets of Baal by Elijah after the 
memorable appeal to the people on Carmel. "Elijah brought 
them down to the brook Kishon and slew them there" (1 Kings 
xviii. 40). 
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Kirjath-arba (sec Hebron). 

Kirjath-~rim, _or Kirjath-jearim (the city of tile woods). A town of Judah 
about nme miles to the north-west of Jerusalem, lying on the border of 
Judah and Benjamin. It was a Gibeonite city (Josh. ix. 17). 

When the ark was restored by the Philistines it came to Heth-shemesh. 
The men of Beth-shemesh were smHten for the sin of looking into the 
ark, so they entreated the men of Kirjath-jearim to come and fetch it. 
The ark rested at Kirjath-jearim for twenty years during the reign of 
Saul and was brought thence by David (2 Sam. vi. 3). 

Notice in Judges. 
The 600 Danites on their march against Laish encamped at Kirjath-

jearim, and called the place Mahaneh-Dan lthe camp of Dan) (xviii. 12). 

Kirjath-sepher (see Debir). 

Laish (see' Dan). 

Lebonah, a spot to the north of Shiloh, on or near the road from Bethel 
to Shechem. It is mentioned in connection with the feast at which 
the Benjamites carried off the maidens. It is named evidently with 
the intention of marking the situation of Shiloh (xxi. 19). 

Lehi, in Judah, probably on the borders of Dan, near the rock Etam, It 
was the scene of Samson's exploit when he slew a thousand Philistines. 
with the jaw-bone of an ass. Samrnn gave the name Ranmth-Lehi 
( = thejaw-borie height1, to the scene of the exploit (xv. 17). 

Mahaneh-Dan, the crtmp of Dan, said in xiii. 25, to be between Zorah 
and Eshtaol, and in xviii. 12, to be near Kirjath-jearim. All that can 
be definitely ascertained is that it was some encampment of theDanites 
when pressed back by the Philistines from the plain into the hil1 
country. 

Megiddo, an important position on the southern extremity of the plain 
of Esdraelon, commanding a pass from the north into the hill country. 
It was the scene of important battles in the history of the Israelites. 

Notices. 
(1) It was captured byJ oshua in his northern campaign(Josh. xii. 21). 
(2) It was near the scene of the defeat of Sisera (v. 19). 
(3) It was the scene of the death of Ahaziah, King of Judah, in th0 

revolt of Jehu against Jehoram. "He fled to Megiildo and 
died there" (2 Kings ix. 27). 

(4) Josiah fought against Pharaoh, King of Egypt, at :\Iegiddo, where 
he met his death (2 Kings xxiii. 29). 

Notices in Judges. 
(1) The tribe of "i\Ianasseh was unable to expel the Canaanites from 

"i\Iegiddo (i. 27). 
(2) The army of Sisera was encamped near " Taanach and the waters 

of Jfogiddo" (v. 19). 
Tbe waters of "ilfogiddo arc· the brooks, of which there are several, 

which run between Taanach and Megiddo into the Kishcn. 
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Meonenim, a place in the neighbourhood of Shechem, denoting the route 
by which one of the companies of Abimelech approached Shechcm. It 
should be rendered, " the oak or terebinth of the soothsayers," not as 
"the plain of Meonenim. 

Meroz, mentioned only in the Song of Deborah and Barak (v, 22). 
It is cursed because its inhabitants took no part in the fight ag,inst 
Sisera. It may have been possible for the inhabitants t, cut off the 
retreat of the Canaanite army. It would 'appear that, after the battle, 
the city was destroyed and its inhabitants slain by the victorious 
Israelites. The site has not been identified, but it must have been near 
the scene of the battle. 

Mesopotamia. The district between the two riYers. Euphrates and 
Tigris, Nabor, the brother of Abraham settled in Mesopotamia after 
leaving Ur of the Chaldees (Gen. xxiv. 10). 

Abraham sent his servant to Mesopotamia to the home of Bethud 
and Laban to fetch a wife (Rebekah) for Isaac (Gen. xxiv. 38). 

Jacob went to his uncle Ijaban in Mesopotamia to escape the ven­
geance of :B;sau (Gen. xxviii. 5). 

At the time of the Judges lllesopotamia was the seat of a powerful 
monarchy of which Chushan-risha1haim w,i,s king (iii. JO). 

Later this district was the seat first of the Assyrian and then Df the 
Babylonian empire. 

Millo. The name means a rampa1't. Hence l\Iillo is unquestionably the 
name of the castle or citadel of Shechem, and "the house of Milla," 
signifies the garrison of fort Millo (ix. 6). · 

Minnith, a place on the east of Jordan. Jephthah pursued ar.d 
slaughtered the Ammonites as far as l\Iinnith (xi. 33) . 

.Mizpah or Mizpeh (watch totcer). There are many places of this name 
in Palestine. The tribes beyond JDrdan assembled at ::\Iizpeh in 
Gilead to meet the Ammonites (x. 17). This is probably the liizpeh 
where Laban and Jacob made their covenant (Gen. xxxi. 49). 

(2) The Israelites assembled at Mizpeh to discuss the outrage at 
Gibeah and to decide upon their action (xx. 1). 

'l'hiB •l\Iizpeh was in Benjamin on the frontier of Ephraim and about 
four or five miles from Gibeah. The situation was most suitable for the 
gathering. Beth-el was ahout ten miles distant, ,1,nd the ark was 
brought to that place so that they might enquire of the Lord (xx. 18 
and 27). 

Moreb, the Hill of. The eminence at the loot of which lay the l\Iidianite 
camp previous to the attack of Gideon. 

It must have been in the va-lley of Jezreel on the north side of 
the valley, and to tho north of Gideon's a,rmy (vii. 1). 

It has been identified with the "Little Hermon" of modern travellers, 
which encloses the plain two or three miles north of Gilboa, which 
shuts it in on the south (S.C.). 

Mount of the Amalekites. A mountainous district in Ephraim, in 
which was situated Pimthon, the birth-place and burial-place of Abdon, 
the Judge (xiii. 15), 
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It may have gained the name-
(1) From some early settlement of the Amalekites. 
{2) From some circumstance connected with either:­

(a) The oppression of Moab and Arnalek under Eglon. 
(b) The raids of l\lidian and Amalek in the time of Gideon. 

(3) From being the scene of some signal victory over Amalek, as 
the rock Oreb, and the winepress of Zeeb, took their names 
from the Midianrte chieftains .. 

The fact that some spot in Mount Ephraim was known as the Mount 
of the Amalekites, explains the allusion in the song of Deborah, " Out of 
Ephraim was there a root of them against Amalek" (v. 14), i.e. of 
Ephraim came those who occupied the mount of the Amalekites in 
Mount Ephraim. 

Nahalol or Nahallal, a city in Zebulun from which they did not 
expel the Canaanite inhabitants (i. 30). 

lt was a Levitical city assigned to the l\Ierarites (Josh. xxi. 35). 

Nobah, in the territory of Manasseh, on the east of Jordan. Originally 
the name was Kenath, but it was captured by Nohab and named after 
the conqueror (Num. xxxii. 42). It is mentioned along with Jogbehah, 
as marking the route of the flanking march by which Gideon surprised 
the l'viidianite princes, Zebah and Zalmunna, in their halt at Kharkor 
(viii. 10-llJ. 

Negeb or south country (seep. !iv.). 
Ophrah, the native place of Gideon, probably a village belonging to Joash. 

It is styled " Opbrab of the Abiezrites" to distinguish it from Ophrah 
in Benjamin. It was situated in the tribe of Western Manasseh, near 
the northern boundary of Ephraim, and not far from Shechem. 

Notices in Judges. 
(1) The angel of tbe Lord visited Gideon as he was thre,hing wheat, 

and called him to deliver Israel (vi. 11-24). 
(2) At Opbrah Gideon pulled down the altar of Baal (vi. 23-32). 
(3) After his victory over the Midianites Gideon resided at Ophrah 

(ix. 5). 
(4) Here he placed the ephod which he made (viii. 27). 
(5) Gideon was buried at Ophrah (viii. 32). 

Penuel or Peniel = (the face of God), a place between Succoth and the 
Jabbok. Jacob gaye the name Peniel to the place altar he had wrestled 
with God, because he "had seen God face to face" (Gen. xxxii. 30). 

During Gideon's pursuit of the Midianites on the e:tst of Jordan the 
men of Pennel refused to give him bread for his faint and weary troops. 

Gideon pressed on and threatened to break down the tower of the 
city on his return. After the rout of the host of Zebah and l':almunna 
and the capture of these princes, Gideon returned and fulfilled his threat 
by beating down the tower of Penuel and slaying the men of the city 
(viii. 8-17). 

Pirathon, "in the land of Ephraim in the mount of the Amalekites." 
Abdon the judge was the son of Hillel a Pirathonitc, and was buried in 
Pira.thon (xii. 15). 
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Ramah, in Benjamin. The Levite endeavoured to reach either Giheah 
or Ramah in preference to staying for the night at Jebus or Jerusalem. 

It was a frontier fortress about 5 or 6 miles from Jerusalem and 
commanding the high road from the nodh to Jerusalem. 

It was the residence of Samuel (1 Sam. vii. 17). 
Baasha endeavoured to fortify Ramah against Asa. Asa bought the 

assistance of Benhadad, king of Syria, who invaded the north of 
Israel and compelled Baasha to abandon his purpose. Asa fortified 
Gaba and l\fizpeh with the material left by Baasha. -

The march of the King of Assyria described by Isaiah indicates the 
position of Ramah and other towns exactly. "At Michrnash he hath 
lai,d up his carriages : 'l'hey m·e gone over the passage : they have taken 
up their lodging at Geba; Rainah is afraid" (Is. x. 28-29). 

Thus Michmash is on the north side of the ravine, Geba on the south, 
and Ramah still further to the south. 
Notices in Judges. 

(1) Deborah judged Israel "under the palrn tree of Deborah between 
Rainah and Bethel in Mount Ephraim" (iv. 5). 

(2) The Levite on his way to Mount Ephraim purposed to reach 
either Gibeah or Ramah in preference to staying at Jebus for the 
night (xix. 13). 

Rehob, a Levitical city in the tribe of Asher, out of which they did not 
expel the Canaanites (i. 31). 

Rock Rimmon, an inaccessible cliff inlwhich six hundred Bcnjamit€s 
took refuge after the capture of Gibeah. It is in "the wilderness," i.e. 
the wild country in the east of Benjamin lying between the central 
highland and the Jordan valley. 

Seirath (woody district), some spot in the hill country of Ephraim, and 
from its name evidently a woody mountainous district. 

Ehud fled to Seirath after the murder of Eglon (iii. 25-27). 

Shaalbim, ment_ioned as one of the towns in the tribe of Dan from 
which the Amorites were not driven (i. 35). 

Shamir, a town in mount Ephraim, the residence and burial-place of 
Tola the Judge (x. 1, 2). 

Shechem, modern Nablous, is in the tribe of Ephraim, lying in the 
valley between Ebal and-Gerizim. 

It was a place of importance e.nd sanctity. 
Notices. 

(1) It was the first resting-place of Abraham when he migrated 
from Haran, "and Abram passed through the land unto the 
place of Sichem, unto the plain (or oak) of Marek" (Gen. 
xii. 6). 

(2) Jacob, on his return from Padan-aram, ,bought "a parcel of 
a field" for an hundred pieces of money, from the children of 
Hamor, the father of Shechem (Gen. xxxiii. 19, Josh. xxiv. 32. 
St. John iv. 5). 
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(3) The outrage on Dinah, Jacob's daughter, and the massacre of 
the Shechemites by Simeon and Levi are reconnted in 
Gen. xxxiv. 6-31. 

(4) Jn the distribution of the land Shechem fell to the lot of 
Ephraim. It was assigned to the Levites, and became a city 
of refuge (Josh. xxi. 20-21). 

(5) Joshua assembled the people at Shechem in order to deliver his 
counsels to them (Josh. xxiv. 1-25). 

(6) The history of Abimelech and his dealings with Shechem are 
recorded in Judges ix. 

The sc1nctity of Shechem and the veneration in which it was held are 
indicated thus:-

(1) The oak or tercbinth at Shechem W<LS the first resting-place of 
Abraham (Gen. xii. 6). 

(2) The oak was still in existence at Shechem on Jacob's return 
from Padan-ar,am (Gen. xxxv. 4). 

(3) It was the scene of the renewed promulgation of the Law-the 
blessings were pronounced from Gerizim, and the curses from 
Ebal (viii. 30-35). 

(4) The Shechemites made Abimelech king by "the plain of the 
pillar (i.e. the oak of the monument) that was in Shechem" 
( ix. 6). 

Shechem was thus important in m<1ny ways. It was in the centre of 
Ephraim, and the capital of that great tribe. It was a place of peculiar 
sanctity and veneration from its ancient history, and the many sacred 
events with which it was connected. Hence it was at Shecheni that all 
Israel were assembled to make Rehoboam king (1 Kiugs xii. 1). 

The selection of Shechem as the place of meeting was significant. 
It could only have one meaning: the tribes had assembled to make 
Rchoboam king, but only on condition of full concessions to their tribal 
claims. 

For the history of Shechem in Judges, see Abimelech (p. xxv.). 

Shiloh, a town of Ephraim, situated in a central position in Palestine, 
and in consequence chosen by Joshua as the resting-place of the ark 
and the tabernacle. 

It was situated " on the north side of Beth-eZ, on the east side of the 
highway that goeth up from Beth-el to Shecheni and on the south of 
Lebonah" (xxi. 19). 
It has been suggested that this passagP- was added at a time when Shiloh was 

deserted and its site almost forgotten. 
The chief points of interest in its history are-

(1) During the conquest of the land the ark and the tabernacle 
were at Gilgal. They were then placed at Shiloh (Josh. xviii. 1). 

(2) At Shiloh the land was distributed among the tribes 
(Josh. xviii.-xx.). 

(3) The Benjamites were saved from destruction as a tribe by being 
permitted to carry off the "daughters of Shiloh" as wives at a. 
religious feast held there (xxi. 19-24). 
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(4) In the days 0f Eli the ark was carried from Shiloh into battle 
against the Philistines, by whom it was captured. Though t.he 
ark was sent back by the Philistines, it was never taken back to 
Shiloh. 

(5) The Tabernacle was subsequently removed from Shiloh, being 
found at Nob in the reign of Saul (1 Sam. xxii. 19), and at 
Gibeon in the reign of Solomon (1 Chron. xvi. 39). 

From that time Shiloh sank into insignificance. Jeroboam chose 
Beth-el in preference to Shiloh when he decided to set up the golden 
calves, 

(6) Ahijah the prophet appears to have resided at Shiloh, for the 
wife of Jeroboam "went to Shiloh, and came to the hoi,se of 
Ahijah," when she visited the prophet to enquire" what should 
become" of her sick child. Ahijah foretold the destruction of 
the house of Jeroboam (1 Kings xiv. 1-16). 

Sorek, a valley notable as being the residence of Delilah, who entrapped 
Samson. It appears to have been near his native place, and to have 
been in the possession of the Philistines. 

Succoth, a town on the east of Jordan, lying between Penuel and the 
river. It was assigned to the tribe of Gad. 

Notices. 
(1) On his return from Padan-aram Jacob halted at Succoth where 

"he built him an house, and made booths for his cattle : there­
fore the name of the place is called Succoth" (Gen. xxxiii. 17). 

(2) Gideon, in his pursuit of the Midianites, crossed tho Jordan and 
came first to Succoth and then to Penuel. The people of 
Succoth refused to supply Gideon's men with food, probably 
fearing the vengeance of the llfidianitcs should Gideon be 
unsuccessful. On his return Gideon punished the chief men of 
Sucooth for their refusal {viii. 4-17). 

(3) Succoth is named as the spot where the metal work 
for the Temple of Solomon was cast. " The king cast them 
in the clay ground between Succoth and Zarthan" (1 Kings 
vii. 46). 

Taanach, a famous town in the plain of Esdraelon, in the tribe of 
l\fanasseh, generally mentioned in connection with Megiddo. "'1.'aanach 
by the waters of llfegiddo" (v. 19). It was near the scene of the defeat 
of Sisera. 

Tabbath, only mentioned in describing the course of the flight of the 
Midianite host when routed by Gideon, " the host fled to Beth-shittah 
in Zererath, and to the border of Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath" (vii, 22). 

Tabor, a mauntain in the north-east of the plain of Esdraelon, rising 
abruptly from the plain. The place mentioned in Joshua is not the 
mountain but a town of the same name. 

(1) Barak assembled his forces at Mount Tabor (iv. 6-15). 
(2) Zebah and Zalmunna, princes of l\Iidian, slew the brothers of 

Gideon at Tabor (viii. 18), 
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Thebez, identified with Tubas, thirteen miles north of Shechem. The 
inhabitants of Thebez appear to have sided with Gaal in his revolt 
against Abimelech (p. xxv.J. 

The place is memorable for the death ·of Abimelech in t~e siege of 
the tower (see Abimelech). 

Tirnnath. The modern Timneh, in the tribe of Dan. Sitmson took his 
-wife from Timnath. It is the scene of the marriage feast and of the 
riddle. In the neighbourhood of Timnath, Samson slew the lion and 
set fire to the crops of the Philistines, 

Tirnnath-heres or Tirnnah-serah, the inheritance or portion of 
Joshua, situated in mount Ephraim, on the north side of the hill 
Gaash. There Joshua was buried (Judges ii. 9). 

Tob. Jephthah, when banished from the home of his father, Gilead, took 
refuge in the land of Tob. It was evidently in the land of Syria for 
Syrians of Ish-tob (men of Tob) assisted the Ammonites against David 
(2 Sam. x. 5-8). 

-?:aanairn, a plain near Kedesh-Naphtali, where Heber the Kenite had 
pitch~d his tent. - It was the sceno of the death of Sisera (iv. 11-24). 

Zalrnon, Mount, a hill near Shechem, evidently wooded. Abimelech 
and his men went up to Mount Zalmon, and each cut down a bough. 
They placed the wood thus gathered against the hold of the house of 
the god Baal-berith and set tire to it. All those who had taken refuge 
in the tower perished in the conflagration (ix. 48-49). Dean Stanley 
supposes it to be the same as Mount Ebal. 

Zephath, a place iu the Jordan valley, mentioned in connection with 
the flight of the l\fidianites from Gideon (vii. 22). 

Zererath, probably the same as Zaredath, Zaredah, or Zarthan. 
Zaredah was the birth-place of Jeroboam. 

The brass work for Solomon's Temple was cast at Zaredath or 
Zarthan (1 Kings vii. 46). 

The name occurs in the passage of the Jordan as denoting the 
position of the city Adam (Josh. iii. 16). 

It is situated in the Jordan valley, and is mentioned in Judges as. 
marking the line of flight of the Midianites when routed by Gideon 
(vii. 22). 

Zidon, or Sidon, an ancient _and wealthy city of Phrenicia, on the 
Mediterranean, about 20 miles north of Tyre. In early times it is clear 
that Zidon was the more important of the two cities, for the reason 
why Laish was not succoured when attacked by the Danites is given as 
because "it was far from Zidon" (xviii. 28). Had Tyre been of any 
importance at that time, help could have been sent more readily from 
that city, seeing that it is much nearer to Laish, The importance of 
Zidon in the time otJoshua and th~ Judges is confirmed by the fact 
that the Phamicians or northern Canaanites are often described a& 
Zidonians. 

Zidon was in-the tribe of Asher, but the Canaanites were expelled 
from the city (i. 31). 

Zorah, a town of Dan. 'rhe residence of I\Ianoah, and the native place of 
Samson (xiii. 2). 
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CHRONOLOGY. 

It is impossible to determine the chronology of the Book of Judges with 
any accuracy. 'Ihe numbers found in the book itself are:-

1. Oppression by Ohushan-rishathaim (iii. 8)' 
Deliverance by Othniel and rest (iii. 11) 

2. Oppression by l\foab (iii. 14) .. 
Deliverance by Ehud and rest (iii. 30) .. 

3. Oppression by the Oanaanites under Jabin (iv. 3) 
Deliverance by Deborah and Earak and rest (v. 31) 

4. Oppression by l\Iidian (vi. 1) .• 
Deliverance by Gideon and rest (viii. 28) 
The reign of Abimelech (ix. 22) 
Tola's judgeship (x. 2) 
Jair's judgeship (x. 3) 

5. Oppression by Ammon (x. 8). 
Deliverance by Jephthah and rest (xii. 7) 
Ibzan's judgeship 
Elon's judgeship 
Abdon's judgeship 

6. Oppression by the Philistines (xiii. 1) 
Samson's judgeship (xvi. 31) 

Additional notes of time are:-
(a) The wanderings in the wilderness 
(b) Estimated period of Joshua 

(c) Eli's judgeship 
(d) Samuel and Saul 
(e) Reign of David • 
(f) Reign of Saul till building of the Temple 

8 years 
40 
18 
80 
20 ,, 
40 .,, 

7 " 
40 

3 
23 
22 

301 years 

18 years 
6 
7 ., 

10 
8 

40 
(20) " 

390 years 

40 years 
20 ,, 

450 years 

40 years 
40 ,, 
40 

3 

573 years 
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We have the following notices of specified periods:-
1. J ephthah states " That Israel dwelt • •. in all the cities that be along 

by the coasts of Arnon three hundred years" (xi. 26). 
Referring to the table above, it will be seen that from the invasion 

by Chushan-rishathaim to the death of Jair is given as 301 years. 
To this number rnnst be added (a) the duration of the conquest of 
Canaan by Joshua, (b) and probably the duration of the Ammonite 
oppression, viz. 18 years. 

Therefore Jephthah was justified in stating t~at the land along 
the banks of the Arnon had been in possession of Israel for at least 
800 years. · 

2. St. Paul states '' He gave unto them judges about the space of 
four hundred and fifty years" (xiii. 20). 
Again referring to tbe above table it will be seen that including 

40 years for the wanderings in the wilderness, and 20 years for 
Joshua's rule, we get from the Exodus to the end of Samson's 
judgeship (Samson is the last of the JUdgesJ a period of 450 years. 
But the generally recognized text gives as a rendering of St. Paul's speech 

the following translatlon. "He gave them their land for an inheritance for 
about four hundred and fifty years, and after these thingH he gave them 
judges." 

If we follow this translation we must calcnlate the 450 years as stated by 
St. Paul as extending from the date of the promise to Abraham to the 
conquest under Joshua. 

3. The notice of the date of the building of the Temple. " And it 
came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children 
of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of 
Solomon's reign •.. that he began to build the house of ths 
Lord" (1 Kings vi. 1). 

The date usually fixed for the Exodus, B,C. 1491, and the date of the 
accession of Solomon (confirmed by Egyptian monuments), as 1015, 
give a period of 476 years, and render it most wobable that the length of 
time named in Kings is very nearly approximate to the actual duration 
of the period. 

There are three great difficulties in assigning positive dates to the 
€Vents of Judges. 

1. The uncertainty of the period between the completion of the 
conquest and the death of Joshua. 

2. The figures given for the periods of rest as 40 and 80 years must. 
be round numbers; by some commentators these periods are 
regarded as one or two generations. 

3. The probability that in the latter days of the Judges there was 
an overlapping, i.e. that Jcphthah, Ikan, Elon and Abdon, in 
the north, were contemporaries of Samson, Eli and Samuel, in 
the south. 
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CHRONOLOOY ACCORDING TO KIEL. 

Principal Events Duration. 
:From Exodus to entrance into Canaan. 40 
Conquest of Canaan by Joshua. • • . . . . 7 
From Division of the land to invasion by Chushan-

rishathaim 10 
Death of Joshua .. 
Wars with the Canaanites .. 
War of the nation against Benjamin 

Oppression by Chushan-rishathaim 8 
Deliverance by Othniel and rest 40 
Oppression by the Moabit.es 18 
Deliverance by Ehud and rest.. 80 
Shamgar defeats the Philistines . . . . 
Oppression by the Canaanites under Jabin . • 20 
Deliverance by Deborah and Barak and rest 40 
Oppression by the Midianites • • 7 
Deliverance by Gideon and rest 40 
Reign of Abimelech 3 
Tola's judgeship • • 23 
J air's judgeship • • 22 
Eli, high priest and judge 

Oppression. 

XCI. 

Date B.C. 
1492-1452 
1452-1445 

1445-1435 
about 1442 
1442 

1486 
1435-1427 
1427-1387 
1387-1369 
1369-1289 

1289-1269 
1269-1229 
1229-1222 
1222-1182 
1182-1179 
1179-1156 
1154-1134 
1154-1114 

(a) In the East. {b) In the West. 
Duration. Date B.C. Duratio:i. Date E.G. 

Ammon 18 1134-1116 Philistines .• 40 1134-1094 
Jephthah judge 6 1116-1110 Capture of the 

Ark about 1114 
Ibzan judge .. 7 1110-1103 Samson judge 1116-1096 
Elon judge .. 10 1103-1093 Samuel as 

prophet •. 1114 
Abdon judge .. 8 1093-1085 Defeat of the 

Philistines 1094 
Samuel judge 19 1094-1075 
Saul king .. 20 1075-1055 
David king at 

Hebron .. 7 1055-1048 
David king at 

Jerusalem 33 1048-1015 
Solomon to build-
_ ing of Temple 3 1015-1012 

480 

The above is the most successful attempt to account for the period 
between the Exodus and the Building of the Temple as lasting 480 years. 
But the period assigned by Kiel to Joshua (10 years) is generally considered 

;to be insufficient. 
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ANALYSIS OF THE BOOK. 
PART I. 

INTB0DUCTION, Israel after the death of Joshua. I.-III. 7. 
A. Continuation of the Conquest of Canaan. (i.) 

The expedition of Judah and Simeon 
The Capture of Hebron and Debir . 
The Settlement of the Kenites . 
Continuation of the Expedition of Judah and Simeon 
The Capture of Bethel. . . . • • . . . . 
The apathy of Israel in not completely subduing 

i. 1-9. 
i. 10-15. 

i. 16. 
i. 17-21. 
i. 22-26. 

the heathen nations . . . . . . . i. 27-36. 
B. The idolatry of Israel and its consequences. {ii.-iii. 7.) 

.A.n Angel rebukes the people for their idolatry. 
Repentance of the People . . . . . . 

The condition of the people under Joshua. The 
death of Joshua. . . • · · ii. 6-10. 

The idolatry of Israel after the death of Joshua . ii. 2-iii. 7. 
Worship of idols, especially Baal and Ashtaroth .. ii. 11-13. 
Jehovah delivers them into the hands of their 

enemies. 
Deliverance followed by renewed apostasy . 
Israel abandoned to their enemies . . . 
The effect of the heathen n!j,tions upon Israel 

PART 11. 

The Judges. 
THE FrnsT PERIOD. Othniel, Ehud, Deborah and 

Barak. III. 8-V. 
Oppression of Chushan-rishathaim. Deliverance 

by Otlmiel. (iii. 8-11.) 
Oppression by Moab. Deliverance by Ehud . 
The Deliverance by Shamgar . . · 
The Oppreseion of Jabin King of Razor . 
The Deliverance by Deborah and .Barak . 

Deborah calls upon Barak. . . . . . . . . 
The gathering 0£ Zebulun and Naphtali at Mount 

Tabor . , . . . . . . . . . . . . , 
The Battle at the river Kishon . 
The Death of Sisera , 

The Song of Deborah and Barak 
Part I. The Prelude. {v. 1-11.) 

The Gathering . . . , . . . . , . . 
The power of Jehovah manifested in His great acts 
The miserable state of Israel . • , , . , . • 
All classes called upon to praise Jehovah. 

ii. 14-15. 
ii. 16-19. 
ii. 20-23. 

iii. 1-7. 

iii. 12-30. 
iii. 31-11. 

iv. 1-3. 
iv. 4-24. 
iv. 4-9. 

iv. 
iv. 
iv. 

10-12. 
13-16. 
17-24. 

v. 

v. 1-2. 
v. 3--5. 
v. 6-8. 

v. 9-11. 
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Part II. '1.'he Rising and the victory. (v. 12-22.) 
'fhe inspiration of Deborah and Barak 
'fhe muster of the loyal tribes. . . 
The wavering tribes contrasted with Zcbulun and 

Naphtali . 
The Battle and the Victory. 
The Curse of Meroz . . 
The Blessing of Jael . . . 
The Death of Sisera . . . . . . . 
The Disappointment of the Mother of Sisera 
The Epilogue . . 

THE SECOND PERIOD. Gideon and Abimelech, Tola 
and Jair. VI.-X. 

Gideon (VI.-VII.) 
'£he Oppression of Midian 
The Message of a prophet 
The Call of Gideon. . 
Gideon throws down the Altar of Baal. 
Gideon rouses the Tribes against Midian. 
The Double sign. . . . . . 
Selection of the Army. . 
Gideon visits the Midianite camp; he is 

encouraged by the dream of a man of Midian 
The Rout of Midian . 
The Expostulation of Ephraim . . • . 
The Pursuit . . . 
The Punishment of Succoth and P£nuel. 
The death of Zebah and Zalmunna. 
Gideon's rule and death . . . . . 

He refuses to be made king . 
He makes an Ephod, which leads to idolatry 
The family of Gideon: his death 
Renewal of idolatry by Israel. 

Abimelech. IX. 
The usurpation by Abimelech . 
The parable of Jotham . 
The rebellion of Gaal . . . . 
Defeat of Gaal. Capture of Shechem 
Death of Abimelech 
Judgeship of Tola . . . . 
Judgeship of Jair . . . 
Israel again relapses into idolatry 
'Repentance of Israel . . 

XCIII. 

v. 12-13. 
v. 14-15. 

v. 15-18. 
v. 19-23. 

v. 23. 
v. 24; 

v. 25-27. 
v. 28-30. 

V. 31. 

vi. 1-6. 
vi. 7-10. 

vi. 11-24. 
vi. 25-32. 
vi. 33-35. 
vi. 36-40. 

vii. 1-8. 

vii. 9-15. 
vii. 16-25. 

viii. 1-3. 
viii. 4-12. 

,iii. 13-17. 
viii. 18-21. 
viii. 22-35. 
viii. 22-23. 
viii. 23-27. 
viii. 28-32. 
yjji, 33-35. 

ix. 1-6. 
ix. 7-21. 

i,,c. 22-33. 
ix. 34-45. 
ix. 46-56. 

x. 1-2. 
x. 3-5. 
x. 6-9. 

x. 10-18. 
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THE THIRD PERIOD. Jephthah to Samson. XL-XVI. 
Jephthah. Judge. . . . . , 

The early history of Jephthah. . , 
J ephthah elected to the Leadership . 
Negotiations before war with Ammon 
Jephthah's vow. His victory . 
The fate of Jephthah's daugbter . . 
The murmuring of Ephraim. The subsequent battle 

lbzan. Judge . 
Elon. Jndge . 
Abdon. Judge. 
Samson. Judge 

The birth of Samson foretold by an Angel 
The marriage of Samson. . . . . . 
Samson's riddle . 
Samson's revenge upon the Philistines 
The men of Judah deliver Samson to the Philistines 
Samson slays a thousand Philistines with the 

jawbone of an ass. . . . . . 
Samson escapes from Gaza . . . . . . 
Samson captured through the treachery of Delilah 
The death of Samson . . . . . 

PART Ill. 

xi. 1-3. 
xi. 4-11-

xi. 12-28. 
xi. 29-33. 
xi. 34-39. 

xii. 1-7. 
xii. 8-10. 

xii. 11-12. 
xii, 13-15 .. 

xiii.-xvi. 
xiii. 1-25. 
xiv. 1-11. 

xiv. 12-20. 
xv. 1-9. 

xv. 9-13. 

xv. 14-20. 
xvi. -13. 

xv\. 4--20. 
x,·i. 21-31. 

Incidents illustrative of the social and religious state of 
Israel. 

I. The story of Micah. XVII.-XVIII. 
His theft. He makes an Image . 
Micah appoints a Levite as his priest . 
The Danites send out an exploring expedition. 
The Danites carry off Micah's images. 
The pursuit by Micah. . 
The capture of Laish . 

xvii. 1-6, 
xvii. 7-13. 

xviii. 1-10. 
xviii. 11-21. 
niii. 22-26. 
xviii. 27-31. 

IJ. The outrage by the Benjamites of Gibeah. XIX.-XXI. 
The outrage , 
Israel avenges the outrage . 

Assembly of Israel at Mizpeh 
The decision of Israel. Reply of Benjamin. 
First and second attacks on Gibeah repulsed 
The third assault. Capture of Gibeah. . 

How the tribe of Benjamin was preserved from 
extinction . 

xix. 1-30. 
xx. xxi. 

XX. 1-10. 
XX, 11-17. 
XX. 18-25. 
XX, 27-48. 

xxi. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

The Continuation of the Conquest of Canaan. 
The Expedition of Judah and Simeon. 

1. 1 Now after the 2death of Joshua it 
came to pass, that the children of Israel 
3asked the LORD, saying, 4\rVho shall 
go up for us against the Canaanites first, 
to fight against them ? 2 And the 
LORD 5said, Judah 6shall go up : behold, 
I have delivered the 7land into his hand. 
3 And Judah said unto 8Simeon his 
brother, Come up with me into my lot, 
that we may fight against the Canaan-

. ites ; and I likewise will go with thee 
into thy lot. So Simeon went with him. 
4 And Judah went up; and the LORD 

delivered the 9Canaanites and the 
10 Perizzites into their hand : and they 
slew of them in 11 Bezek ten thousand 
men. 5 And they Hfound 13Adoni­
bezek in Bezek: and they fought against 
him, and they slew the Canaanites and 
the Perizzites. 6 But Adoni-bezek fled; 
and they pursued after him and 14caught 
him, and cut off his 15 thumbs and his 
great 16toes. 7 And Adoni-bezek said, 
17Threescore and ten kings, having their 
thumbs and their great toes cut off, 
18gathered .their meat under my table: as 
I have done, so 1•God hath requited me. 
And they brought him to Jerusalem, 
and there he died. 8 Now the children 
of Judah a 20 had fought against Jerusalem, 
and akad taken it, and nsmitten 21it with the 
22edge of the sword, and set the city on 
fire. 9 And 23afterward the children 

a see B. V. and comrnent, p. 84. 

IAnd,-denoting a con­
nection with the Hook of 
Joshua, and a continuous 
narrative. 

2 See Intro., p. xiii., note. 
•By the Urim and 

Th11mmim. 
4 Which tribe shall go up 

first to take possession 
of the land allotted to it? 

5By the Uri1u and 
Thummim. 

6 From Gilg"l in the plain 
to the hill country of 
Judah. 

7 i.e. the porUon that fell 
to the lot of ,Judah . 

s For the ·1ot of Simeon 
was in the lot of Judah. 
Simeon and Judah were 
sons of Leah. To help 
rue to win the territory 
assigned to 1ne. 

9 Intro., p, lvii. 
IOintro., p. lviii. 
n Intro., p. lxxili. 
1~ Took by surprise. 
rn Lord of Bezck (Intro., l'· 

xiv.). 

HTook biu1 prisoner. 
15 Thumb, to prevent the 

mm of sword or bow. 
16 Toe, to render quick 

moven1ent in1possible, 
17 The -civil wi:trs an1ongst 

the Canaanites ha,1 
clearly weakened theii­
po-\ver of resistance to 
the invading Israelites. 

1s Forni was flung to the1n 
as to a dog. 

1"A justretribu,ion for his 
own cruelty. 

so Fought, took, smote. 

21 The city only, not the 
citadel of the Jebnsites. 

~2Denoting the slaughter 
of the inhabitants. 

23i,e. when Jerusaleu1 had 
been capturecl, 
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of Judah 24went down to fight against 
the Canaanites, that dwelt in the 
b2°mountain, and in the 26south and in the 
27valley. 

b see R.V. and comment, p. 84. 

[I. I0--16 

24 Descended from the 
high land. 

15 Hill country of Judah. 
26The Negeh or south 

country. 
27The lowland plain. 

The Capture of Hebron and Debir. 
I o And 1 Judah went against the 1 Under the leadership of 

C 't th d lt. •H b ( Caleb (Josh. xiv., xv.). anaan1 es at we 1n e ron: now An expedition under-
the name of Hebron before was 3Kir- 5~!l;!~.n the lifetime of 

jath-arba :) and they slew 4Sheshai, 2 Intro., p. lxxviii. 

and Ahiman, and Talmai. I I And ! ~t: 1~fe~f s!~~a~f Anak 

from thence 5he went against the in- ~~~~li.,:hit"'th!hln~k~ 
habitants of 6Debir; and the name of took their names. 

Debir before was 7Kirjath-sepher : 12 ~f,:';1;;,~; p. lxxiii. 
And Caleb said, 8 He that smiteth i City of the book. 

K . · h h d k h · h' 8 Debirwas an important 
HJ at -Sep er, an ta et 1t, to 1111 town, and from the offer 

will I give BAchsah my daughter to ~fcc~i"'~eibedmis!t~i~;. 
wife. I 3 · And 10Ot hniel the son of position. 
11Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, took 9SoSaulpromisedMerab, 

his daughter, to David 
it: and he gave him 12Achsah his as wife. 

. 10 Intro, 1 p. :xiv. 
daughter to wife. 14 And 1t came to 111ntro., p. xlix. 

pass, 13when she came to him, that ~!i~t~h~Pie~!vher home to 
14she moved him to ask of her father a accompany Othniel to 

field: and she lighted from off her ass; 14~~~!~h appears to have 
and Caleb said unto her, 15'\iVhat wilt urged Othuiel to make 

the request. On h_i s 
thou ? I 5 And she said unto him, refusal she determined 

Give me a 16blessing : for «thou hast given !~i¥'t~khe?'t:t'.'if!~al her-
me a 17south. land; give me also springs The tield, i.e. a well-known 

Of water. And Caleb gave her the field, in which were the springs of water she 
lBupper springs and the 19nether springs. 15 ~iil'i'o thee, i.e. what 

· a see R.V. and comment, p. 84. is the matter? 
16 A present. 
17 Dry and barren, being situated in the Negeb. 
l8Near Debir there is a valley with many springs, some in the upper and some in 

the lower part of the valley. 19 nether = lower. 

The Settlement of the Kenites. 
16 And the 1children of the Kenite, 

Moses' father in law, went up out of the 
2city of palm trees with the children of 
Judah into 3the wilderness of Judah, 
which lieth in the south of 4Arad; and 
5they went and dwelt among the people. 

lJntro., p. hi. 

2Jericho. 
Slntro., p. liv. 
4 Intro., p. lxx. 
5 The Kenites had joined 

themselves to Judah and 
now settle in the terri · 
tory of that tribe. 
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Continuation of the Expedition of Judah and Simeon. 

I 7 And 1J udah went with Simeon his 
1
ir.~1~~n t~o;;n t'h:~~~t\: 

brother, and they slew the Canaanites 2Intro., p. Ixxviii. 
t hat .inhabited 2Zephath, and Sutterly snevoted it (as in the case of ·Jericho). 
destroyed it. And the name of the city •The scene of the defeat 

of the Israelites in the 
was 'called Hormah. r8 Also Judah first invasion of the land 
took 5Gaza with the aBcoast thereof, and (Num.xiv. 45).and in con­

s:equenc-e vowed to de-
6 Askelon with the aBcoast thereof, and struction (Int.,p. lxxviii.). 
7Ekron with the a8coast thereof. 19 <>Intro.,p. lxxiv. 6 Intro., p. lxxi. 
And the 9LoRD was with Judah; 7 Intro.,p.lxxiv. 
and he drave out the inhabitants of T~;t~1f thefivePhilistinc 
the b 10mountain : but could not drive 880rder. 

~ YBecause the cxpeditio:i 
out the inhabitants of the valley, was undertaken in 

because they had 11chariots of iron. ~g:.~~~:it to Divin° 

20 And they gave Hebron rnunto !~~~:~!r~ct. chariots 
Caleb, as Moses said: and he expelled strengthened ·with iron. 
thence the 13three sons of Anak. 21 ~~.j'!l',1~htatif~! i:::e1f{; 
And the 14children of Benjamin did not infantry. Cowed by the 
d · · ch,uiots the faith ol nve out the 16 J ebus1tes that inhabited Judah failed them. 
Jerusalem ; but the 16J ebusites dwell i!~:~ J~f~ua xiv. 1~-15. 
with the children of Benjamin in HJerusalem was partly in 

J erusalem 17unto this day. Benjamin, partly in Judah, 
10 The Jcbusites kept pos-

asee RY. nnd comment, p. 84. b see R.V. and session of the citadel. 
comu1ent, p. 8:1:. An instance of Israel not 

capturing t he hill 
16lntro. p. lix. country. 
17 An indication that the narrative was written befme the capture of Jerusalem by 

David. 
The Capture of Bethel. 

22 And the house of Joseph, they also 
went up against Beth-el: and the LORD 
was with them. 23 And the 1house of 
Joseph sent to adescry 2Beth-el. (Now 
the name of the city before was Luz.) 
24 And the 3spies saw a man come forth 
out of the city, and they said unto him, 
Shew us, we pray thee, the 4entrance 
into the city, and 5we will shew thee 
mercy. 25 And when he shewed them 
the entrance into the city, 6they smote 
the city with the edge of the sword; 

a. see R.V. anti comment, p. 84, 

G 

11.e. the tribes of Ephraim 
and Manasseh watchell 
it closely by surrounding 
it with pickets. 

2'Intro., p. lxxii. 
swatcherc. 

•The way to the gate, or 
the undefended spot, < r 
it ma:r have been a 
secret entrance known 
to few. 

•They bribed him by the 
pro1nise of sparing his 
life. 

6 Sl!wghteretl the inhabi­
tants. 
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hut they ·1let go the man and all his 
family. 26 And the man went into 
the land of the 8Hittites, and built a 
city, and called the name thereof Luz : 
which is the name thereof unto this day. 

Lr. 26-33 

i Kept thciT promise and 
spared his life. 

;;: Intro., p. ]viii. To the 
north of Palestine ex­
tending from Syria on 
the west to the Euphra­
tes 011 the east. 

The Apathy of Israel in not Completely Subduing the 

Heathen Nations. 

27 Neither did Manasseh drive out 
th · h b"t t f lB th h d "h 1 Intro., p. lxxii. e 111 a l an s o e -s ean an • er 2 L-it. • daughters,' i.e. de-
towns, nor 3Taanach and her towns, pendent cities of which 

the greater town was; 
nor the inhabitants of 4Dor and her the centre and regarded 
t th · h b't t f ·· 11.1 as the metropolis. 

OW11S, nor e In a l an S O " LJ ea!D s Intro., p. lxxxvii. 
and her towns, nor the inhabitants of 'Intro., p. lxxiv. 
6M "dd d h b h 3 lntro., p. lxxix. eg1 o an er towns : ut t e s Intro., p. lxxxii. 
Canaanites 1would dwell in that land. AN~tl~ita~~tr~~eJo~~a~ 
28 And it came to pass,. when Israel to Dor on the Mediter-
8 t h t th t h C ranean defending the was s rong, t a ey pu t e anaan- passes into Northern 
ites to a~tribute, and did not utterly Palestine. 

These ar·e cities of J\.fanas-
drive them out. 29 Neither did Eph- seh in the tribe of 
raim drive out the Canaanites that Issachar. 

~ i.e. persiHtently occupied 
dwelt in lOGezer ; but the Canaanites the district, refusing to 
d 1 • G h ~urrender. we t m ezer among t em. 30 Would = willed to. 
Neither did Zebulun drive out the ; s,.e. and able to subdue the enemy ; they did not 
inhabitants of Kitron, nor the inhabi- do so, but adopted what 
tants of Nahalol: but the Canaanites appeared t-o be the more 

remunerntive policy1 and 
dwelt among them, and became bHfri- enslaved them instead of 
b . N . h d"d A d . destroying them. They 

itfories. 3 I e1t er 1 sher nve paid dearly in the future 
out the inhabitants of 12 Acebo, nor the for their negligence and short-sighted policy. 
inhabitants of 13Zidon, nor of Ahlab, "Task work. Forbidden 

f HA b 'b f H lb h f by the law (Ex. xxiii. nor o c z1 , nor o e a , nor o 3l-33; Dent. vii.1-6). This 
Aphik, nor of Rehob: 32 But the ad of disobcdiunee had 

fatal consequences. 
Asherites 15dwelt among the Canaanites, 10 Intro., p. lxxv. Captured 
the inhabitants of the land : for they did hy l'bai-aoh and given as a wedding present to his 
not drive them out. 33 Neither did daughter, the Queen of 
N h I. d · h · h b" f Solomon (1 Kings ix. 16). ap ta 1 nve out t e m a 1tants o 11 Subject to task work. 

<L see R.V. and con1n1ent, p. 85. b see R.V. and ]2 Intro., p. Ixx. 
18 Int1·0. 1 p. lxxxviii. 

comment1 p. 85. H Intro., p. lxx. 
V>'e may remark the imperfect conque.st of the north. All the important wns, 

parlicularly the great sea-ports, were never in the po1:<session of Israel. 
lii Thus the Canaanites did not dwell among Asher, but Asher among the 

Canaanites. A significant proof of the incomplete nature of tho conq11est. 
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16Beth-shemesh, nor the inhabitants of 
Beth-anath: but lihe dwelt among the 
Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land: 
nevertheless the inhabitants of Beth­
shemesh and of Beth-anath became 
IJ 18tributar.ies unto them. 34 And the 
19 Amorites z0£orced the children of Dan 
into the "2 1mmmtain ; for they would 
not suffer them to come down to the 
valley: 35 But the Amorites 22would 
dwell in mount Heres in 23 Aijalon, and 
in 24Shaalbim : yet the 25hand of the 
house of Joseph prevailed, so that 
they became btributaries. 36 And the 
rl 26coast of the Amorites was from the 
"'going up to 28Akrabbim, from 29 the 
rock, and 30upward. 

c see R.V. and comment, p. 85. ci see R.V. and 
comment, p. 84. 
2, .Petra, the capital of Idnmrea. 
3'l i.e. northward. 

10 Intro., p. lxxiii. 
1: See note 'V. 32. 
"Subject to task work. 
l!J Intro., p. lix. 

5 

2-0 Crushed or squeezed. 
21 Hill country. 
Dan. though apparently 

(v.17) at onetimeg01ining 
the sea.-coastf was forced 
b,LCk in to the hill 
coLmtry. Here their 
fnotruen held their own 
against the An10rites 1 

but the rich plain at the 
foot of the hills was held 
by the Amorites. In the 
plain the chariots ga vc 
the native riLCes the 
superiority. Hence the 
migrntion (see Chap. 
xviii.}. 

ee Willed to dwell (see v. 
27). 

2s Intro., p. lxx. 
24 Intro., p. lxxxv. 
:J,"i- Ephrain1 came to the 

a-ssistance of Dan. 
2JJ. Border. 
~7 Ascent. 
28 Intro., p. lxx. 

An Angel Rebukes the Idolatry of the People. 
2. And 1an angel of the LoRD came 

up from 2Gilgal to 3 Bochim, and said, 
I made you to go up out of Egypt, and 
have brought you unto the land which 
I sware unto your fathers; and I said, 
I will never break my 4covenant with 
you. 2 And ye shall make no 5league 
with the inhabitants of this land ; ye 
shall throw down their altars: but ye 
have not obeyed my voice: why have 
ye done this ? 3 Wherefore I also 
said, 61 will not drive them out from 
before you; but they shall be as 7thorns 
in your sides, and their gods shall be 
a 8snare unto you. 4 And it canw to 
pass, 9when the angel of the LoRD 
spake these words unto all the children 

l Lit. the angel. 
~ Intro., p. lxx.vi. 
S\Veepers, taking its 

name from the incident 
in ·l;J. 4. 

• The promise to give the 
Israelites possession of 
the land on nrnli tion 
that they snppressel 
idolatry (Ex. xxxiv. 10). 

5 Lit. covenant. 
Jehovah had laid two 

special injunctions upon 
Israel. 

(I) To make no 
covenant with the 
nations of Canaan 
(Deut. vii. 2). 

(2) To destroy their 
altars (Dent. vii. 5). 

" God withdraws from the 
covenant. 

I Vexcrs~ adversaries. 
s 'Traps, leading them into 

sin, and thus causing 
them to incur th!l dis­
pleasure of Jehovah. 

o 'fhe message of the 
Angel affects the Israelites deeply. They show sorrow for sin (weeping), a.ml 
signs of repentance (sacrifice). 
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of Israel, that the people lifted up their 
voice, and wept. 5 And they called 
the name of that place 10Bochim : and 
they sacrificed there unto the LoRD. 

[II. 5-12 

10,veepers,-probably, but 
not necessarily, near 
Shiloh (see Intro., p. 
lxxiii.). 

The Condition of the People under Joshua. The Death 
of Joshua, 

6 And when Joshua had let the 
people go, the children of Israel went 
everv man unto his inheritance to 
possess the land. 7 And the people 
served the LoRD all the days of Joshua, 
and all the days of the elders that out­
lived Joshua, who had seen all the 
1great works of the LORD, that he did 
for Israel. 8 And Joshua the son of 
Nun, the 'servant of the LoRD, died, 
being an hundred and ten years old. 
9 And they buried him in the border 
of his inheritance in 3Timnath-here~, in 
the mount of Ephraim, on the north 
side of the hill 4Gaash. ro And also 
all that generation 5were gathered unto 
their fathers : and there arose another 
generation after them, which 6knew not 
the LoRD, nor yet 7the wcrks which he 
had done for Israel. 

This section is intended: 
(1) To connect t be 

Book of Judges 
with the Book of 
Joshua. 

(2) To contrast the 
faithfulness of 
Israel in the time 
of Joshna with 
their idolatry in 
the period imme­
diately succeeding. 

The influence of these 
elders was sufficiently 
strong to keep the people 
~ree from open idolatry. 

1 i.e. The passage of 
Jordan. . 

The fall of Jericho. 
The capture of Ai. 
The battles of Beth-

boron and Meron1. 
2 See note, p. 99. 
STimnath-serah(Josh.xxiv. 

30). Intro., p. lxxxviii. 
•Intro., p. lxxiv. 
5 A common phrase for 

"died and were buried." 
6 By actual experience of 

His power. 
7 The miracles by which 

He had given them pos­
session of the land. 

ISRAEL UNDER THE JUDGES. 

The Idolatry of Israel after the Death of Joshua. 

r r And the children of Israel did 
1evil in the sight of the LoRD, and served 
2Baalim : r 2 And they forsook the 
LORD God of their fathers, which 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
and followed other gods, of the gods of 
the a 3people that were round about them, 
and 4bowed themselves unto them, and 

a see R.V. ~nd comment, p. 85. 

1 Lit. the evil, i.e. the for­
bidden sins, which 
brought upon them the· 
predicted punishment. 

2 Plural of Baal. Here 
includes all heathen 
deities= false gods. 

3Nations. 
•i.e. in idolatrous worship 

=prostrated themselves. 
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5provoked the LORD to anger. 13 And 
they forsook the LORD, and served 
6Baal and 7Ashtaroth. 14 And the 
anger of the LORD was 8hot against 
Israel, and he delivered them into the 
hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and 
9he sold them into the hands of their 
enemies round about, so that they 
could 10not any longer stand before their 
enemies. 15 \i\Thithersoever they went 
out, the hand of the LORD was against 
them for evil, as the LORD had said, 
and as the LORD llhad s·worn unto 
them: and they were greatly distressed. 
16 Nevertheless the LORD raised up 
12judges, which delivered them out of 
the hand of those that spoiled them. 
I 7 And yet they 13would not hearken 
uoto their judges, but they went a 
14whoring after other gods, and bowed 
themselves unto them: they turned 
quickly out of the way, which their 
lcifathers walked in, obeying the com­
mandments of the LORD ; but they did 
not so. 18 And when the LoRD raised 
them up judges, then 16the LORD was 
with the judge, and delivered them out 
of the hand of their enemies all the 
days of the judge: for it repented the 
LoRD because of their groanings by 
reason of them that oppressed them 
and vexed them. 19 And it came to 
pass, when the judge was dead, that 
they returned, and corrupted them­
selves more than their fathers, in 
following other gods to serve them, and 
to bow down unto them; th3y 17ceased 
not from their own doings, nor from 
their stubborn way. 20 And the anger 
of the LoRD was 1Bhot against Israel ; 
and he said, Because that this people 

7 

6 Not only because of the 
idolatry, but also be­
cause of the abominable 
rites connected with it. 

6 I ntr-o., p. xliii. 
7 Intro., p. xliii. The plural 

of Ashtoreth or Astarte, 
the female deity. Here 
= false goddesses. 

BKindled. 
9 God abandons His people 

and delivers them to 
their enemies. This act 
is de:,c.ribed as ~, selling 
them." Restoration is 
described by the word 
'' redeen1,'' i.e. to buy 
them back. 

10 Israel without Divine 
assistance is unable to 
,esist the attacks of the 
heathen nations. 

11 See Deut. xxviii. 
12 Champions, deliverers. 

IS They were not only dis­
obedient to the judge, 
but after his death 
relapsed into idolatry 
once more. 

14 Idolatry is always re­
garded as spiritual un­
faithfulness to the 
covenant. In addition 
the word literally des­
cribes the abominable 
rites of Ba a l and 
Ashtaroth. 

15i.e. those who lived in 
the time of Joshua. 

16 The deliverance of Israel 
is always described as 
being brought about by 
the help of Jehovah. 

17 Lit. "They Jet nothing 
fall of theit- deeds." 

This section is a summary 
of the Book of Judges, 

The course of events is a 
regular round of: 

(1) ldola try. 
(2) Oppression by a 

heathen nation. 
(3) Hepentance. 
(4) Deliverance, to be 

again followed by 
idolatry. 

18Kindlcd. 
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bath transgressed my covenant which 
I commanded their fathers, and have 
not hearkenecl unto my voice: 21 I 
also 19will not henceforth drive out any 
from before them of the nations which 
Joshua left ·when he died: 22 That 
2°through them I may 21 prove Israel, 
whether they will keep the way of the 
LoRD to walk therein, as their fathers 
did keep it or not. 23 Therefore the 
LoRD 2~left those nations, without 
driving them out 28hastily; neither 
delivered he them into the hand of 
Joshua. 

[II. 21-III. 6 

1" The apostasy of Israel 
prevented the fulfilment 
of God's promise. 

20 By 1neRns of. 
21 Test, tt-y. 

'2'2 The nntfons were uot 
driven out all at once 
because of God's pur­
pose. They were left in 
orde1· to test if Israel's 
faith wa~ sufficient to 
keep them from being 
seduced h1to idolatry. 

23 Quickly and cornpletelJ, 
not necessarily hurriedly 

The Effect of the Heathen Nations upon Israel. 
3. Now these are the nations which Nations left for two purposes. 

the LORD left, to prove Israel by them, (1) To test or try the 
1 f I 1 h d faith of Jsraet even as many o srae as a not (2) To train them to 

known 2all the wars of Canaan ; 2 war. 

1 h • f 1 C 1 ear I y a generation 
On y that t e generat10ns O the living after the days of 
children of Israel might know, to teach 2 ~~:~'rthe wars of the 
them war, at the least such as before Conquest. 
k h . l f N 1 3 The five lords, i.e. of new not 1ng t 1ereo : 3 ame y, Gaza, Ashdod, Askelo11, 
3five lords of the Philistines, and all Gath and Ekron. The nations left: 
the 4Canaanites, and the 5Sidonians, (I) Philistines. 
and the 6Hivites that c!,velt in mount (:!) i~~ii~i~i~:~ 11 n d 

7Lebanon, from mount 8Baal-hermon 13) Hivites. 
unto the entering in of 9Hamath. 4 

3 Intro., P, lxi. 
1 b h 

4 Intro.r p. lvii. 
And they were to prove Israe y t em, "Intro., p. Jxxxviii. 
to know whether they would hearken "Intro., p. lviii. 

7 Intro., p. liii. 
unto the commandments of the LORD, 8 Intro., p. Ixxviii. 

'
uhich he commanded their fathers by "Intro., P· lxxvii. The ,, northern limit of the 

the hand of Moses. 5 And the children land of Canaan. 
f 

10 Did not drive them out, 
o Israel cl welt 10among the 11Canaanites, b«t dwelt among them, 
Hittites, and Amorites, and Perizzites, 11 For these nations see 

Intro., }). lvii. 
and Hivites, and Jebusites: 6 And The Gergashites are 
h b omitted. t ey 12took their daughters to e their 

12 Israel failed to stand the test, for: 
(1) They dwelt among the heathen nations. 
(2) They intermarrie,1 with them. 
(3) They adopted the idolatry of the hea theL, 
(4) They abandone,l the worship of Jehovah. 
(5) They served Baalim and Ashtaroth. 
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wives, and gave their daughters to their 
sons, and served their gods. 7 And the 
children of Israel did Uevil in the sight 
of the LoRD, and forgat the LoRD their 
God, and served Baalim and the 
a14groves. 

n. see R.V. and comn1ent, p. 85. 

9 

13 The evil, i.e. what they 
had been wa,rned against. 

14 The Ashemth (Intro. p. 
xliii.) 1the wooden images 
of the goddess. 

Oppression of Chushan-rishatha.im. Deliverance by Othniel. 

8 Therefore the anger of the LORD 
was 1hot against Israel, and he sold them 
into the hand of 2Chushan-rishathaim 
king of 3 Mesopotamia: and the children 
of Israel served Chushan-rishathaim 
eight years. g And when the children 
of Israel cried unto the LoRD, the 
LoRD raised up a atdeliverer to the 
children of Israel, who a5delivered them, 
even 6Othniel the son of 7Kenaz,Caleb's 
younger brother. ro And the Spirit 
of the LoRD came upon him, and he 
judged Israel, and went out to war: 
and the LORD delivered Chushan-rish-
athaim king of Mesopotamia into his 
hand ; and his hand prevailed against 
Chushan-rishathaim. 1 r And the 8land 
had rest 8forty years. And Othniel the 
son of Kenaz died. 

a see R.V. and comment, p. 85. 

1 Kindled. 
2 Intro., p. xlvii. 
s Intro., p. lxxiii. 
The invasion wa,s directed 
:1gainst the south of 
Canaan, and probs,bly 
only the tribe of Judah 
was affected by it. 

4 A saviour (see Acts xiii. 
23). 

5 Saved. 
6 Intro., p. xiv. 
r Intro., p. xlix. 

s i.e. The district overrun 
by Ohushan. 

"Not :m exact number of 
years, but a r au n d 
number =a generation. 

Oppression by Moab. Deliverance by Ehud. 
12 And the children of Israel did 

1evil again in the sight of the Lord: 
and ~the LoRD strengthened 3Eglon 
the king of Moab against Israel, 
4because they had done evil in the 
sight of the LoRD. 13 And he gathered 
unto him the children of 5 Ammon and 
6Amalek, and 7went and smote Israel, 
and possessed the 8city of palm trees. 

1 The evil. 
~ So the oppression was 

of Divine \\ orking . 
.3 Intro.1 p. xlvii. 
4 A punishment to Israel. 
5- Intro., p. lix. 
6 Intro., p. !xii. 
1 'l'he alliance of Moab 
with them would 
sb1·engthen E g 1 on ' s 
power (see v. 1). 

s Jericho, then a11 unforti­
fied town. 
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14 So the 9children of Israel 10served 
Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years. 
r 5 But when the children of Israel 
cried unto the LoRD, the LoRD raised 
them up a 11deliverer, 12Ehud the son 
of Gera, a Benjamite, a man 13left­
handed : and 14by him the children of 
Israel sent a present unto Eglon the 
king of Moab. 16 But Ehud made 
him a dagger which had two edges, of a 
cubit length; and he did gird it under 
his 15raiment upon his right thigh. 17 
And he brought the 16present unto 
Eglon king of Moab : and Eglon was 
a very fat man. 18 And when he had 
made an end to offer 17the present, he 
sent away the 18people that bare the 
present. 19 But he himself turned 
again from the 19quarries that were 20by 
Gilgal, and said, I have a secret 
errand unto thee, 0 king : who said, 
21 Keep silence. And all that stood by 
him, went out from him. 20 And 
Ehud came unto him; and he was 
sitting in a 22summer parlour, which he 
had for himself alone. And Ehud 
said, 23 I have a message from God 
unto thee. 24And he arose out of his 
seat. 21 And Ehud put forth his left 
hand, and took the dagger from his 
right thigh, and 25thrust it into his 
belly : 22 And 26the haft also went in 
after the blade; and the fat closed 
upon the blade, so that he could not 
draw the dagger out ot his belly; and 
a 21the dz"rt cmne out. 23 Then Ehud went 
forth through the 28porch, and shut the 
doors of the parlour upon 29him and 

a see R. V. and comment, p. 85. 

29Ante-ch11mber. 
29 i.e. Eglon. 

9 1l1hose near Jericho, 
probably the tribe of 
Benjamin only. 

10 Became tributaries to 
Moab. 

11 Saviour. 
12 Intro., p. xiv. 
nLit. "shut of bis right 

hand/' not having full 
use of the band. 

ll A premeditated plot. 
Ehud prepares a dagger, 

places it under his long 
robe on the right side 
and so is 110t suspected 
of being ai·med. He 
makes the occasion of 
the bringing of the tri­
bute an opportunity for 
"private interview with 
the king. 

The trumpet call was the 
signal of success, and the 
warning to his fellow 
conspirators to seize the 
fords of the Jordan. 

15 Flowing garments. 
16 Tribute, which being in 

kind would require nmny 
bearers. 

17 Tribute, 
18 The porters who bore 

the t r i bn t e, or the 
officials accompanying 
Ehud. 

I9 Graven images. 
20 The G ilgal near J cricho 

(Intro. p. lxxvi). 
21 Hush. Al this signal 

the attendants of the 
king quitted the room. 

Standing is the attitude of 
Eu.stern courtiers. 

22Lit. "A cool upper 
storey,'' i.e. a roo1n with 
latticed windows on the 
flat roof of the house 
where t,hc king sat alone. 

2a i.e. a private niessaget to 
be whispered in the 
kingts ear. 

1 24 ln reverence 1 to receive 
the divine 1nesRage. 

e5 Struck a sudden and 
violent blow. 

26 S0 vigorous was the blow 
that both blade and 
handle were driven so 
far into the body that 
Ehud could not with­
draw his weapon, and 
now was 1marmed. 

27 The point of the dagger 
came out behind. 
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30locked them. 24 When 31he was 
gone out, his servants came; and when 
they saw that, behold, the doors of the 
parlour were locked, they said, 32Surely 
he covereth his feet in his summer 
chamber. 25 And 33they tarried till 
they 34were ashamed : and, behold, he 
opened not the doors of the parlour ; 
therefore they took a 3°key, and opened 
them : and, behold, their lord was 
fallen down dead on the earth. 26 And 
Ehud escaped while they tarried, and 
passed beyond 36the quarries, and 
escaped unto 37Seirath. 27 And it 
came to pass, when he was come, that 
he blew a trumpet in the b 38mountain of 
l!.phraim, and the children of Israel 
went down with him from the b ~9mount 
and 40he before them. 28 And he said 
unto them, 41 Follow after me: for the 
LORD hath delivered your enemies the 
Moabites into your hand. And they 
went down after him, and took 4·2 the 
fords of Jordan toward Moab, and 
suffered not a man to pass over. 29 
And they slew of Moab at that time 
about ten thousand men, 43all lusty, 
and 44all men of valour ; and there 
escaped not a man. 30 So Moab was 
subdued that day under the hand of 
Israel. And 45the land had rest 16four­

score years. 
b see R. V. and comment, p. 86. 

II 

00 See note p. 97. 
31 Ehud passed uncon­

cernedly through the 
midst of the attendants. 

s2 = desires privacy. 

33 The attendants of the 
king. 

84 = perplexed at the 
lengthened retirement 
of the king. 

-35LU. "the opener'' (see 
note, p. 97), 

86 Gra.ven images , i.e. 
objects of idolatrous 
worship. This spot 
seems to have marked 
t h e division between 
Moa bites and Israelites. 

87 = the forest, i.e. the 
forest bordering on the 
cultivated plain near 
Gilgal. 

38 Hill country. 
39 Hill country. 
40i.e. as their leader. 
n Notice the rapidity of 

Ehud'-s m o v em en t s , 
Evidently the revolt had 
been well planned. 

,2 i.e. the fords near 
Jericho; thus intercept­
ing the Moabites in 
their flight and cutting 
them off from succour. 

43 Stout, robust. 
44 The veteran soldiers of 

Moab. 

45 The part oppressed by 
Moab. 

46i.e. two generations. 

The Deliverance by Shamgar. 
31 And after him was Shamgar the 

son of Anath, which slew of the 
Philistines six hundred men with an 
1ox goad : and he also 2delivered Israel. 

1 Used by the ploughman 
to urge on the oxen. A 
pole eight or ten feet 
long with a point at one 
end and a kind of sere.per 
at the other w clean the 
ploughshare. The use of 

such a weapon indicates the oppress\oh. The Israelites had been liisarmed by 
the Philistines, so Bhamgar was without a sword. 

et Saved. 
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The Oppression. of Jabin King of Hazor. 
4. And the children of Israel again 

did 1evil in the sight of the LORD, when 
Ehud was dead. 2 And the LoRD sold 
them into the hand of "Ja bin king of 
Canaan, that reigned in 3Hazor; the 
captain whose host was 4Sisera, which 
dwelt in 5 Harosheth of the 6Gentiles. 
3 And the children of Israel cried unto 
the LORD : for he had nine hundred 
7chariots of iron; and 8twenty years he 
mightily oppressed the children of 
Israel. 

1 The evil, i,e, they had once 
1nore Iapsetliuto idolatry 

This is the great effort of 
the origina.J inhabitants 
to regain possc-ssion of 
the land. 

2 Intro., p. xhiii. Possibly 
an hcreditarv official 
title, as the Pharaohs ol 
Egypt. 

8 Intro., 11. lxxviii. 
4 Intro., p. Ii. 
.J Intro , p. ]xxvii. 
·s Nations. 
The oppression see1ns to 

h11ve been over the 
northern part of the land. 

7 see p. 95. Of wood bound 
with iron. These mili-

tary chariots enabled the Cana01nitcs to regain possession of lho northern plaiu. 
8 Half a generntion. 

The Deliverance by Deborah and Barak. 

4 And 1Deborah, a ~prophetess, the 
wife of 3Lapidoth, she judged Israel at 
that timt). 5 And she dwelt under the 
4palm tree of Deborah between 5 Ramah 
and 6Beth-el in a,nount 7Ephraim: and 
the children of Israel came up to her 
for judgment. 6 And she sent and 
called 8 Barak the son of Abinoam out 
of 9Kedesh-naphtali, and said unto him, 
Hath not the LoRD God of Israel com­
manded, saying, Go and draw toward 
10mount Tabor, and take with thee ten 
thousand men of the children of 
11 Naphtali and of the children of 
llZebulun? 7 And I will draw unto 
thee to the Hriver Kishon Sisera, the 
captain of J abin's army, with his chariots 
and his multitude; and I will deliver 
him into thine hand. 8 And Barak said 
unto her, 13 If thou wilt go with me, then 
I will go: but if thou wilt not go with 
me, then I will not go. 9 And she 
said, I will surely go with thee : not-

a see R,V. and comment, p, 86. 

1 Intro., p. xvi. 
:.i = an ins11ired woma.n, 
not a member of the 
prophetical Ol'der. 

8 I11h·o., p. xlix. 
• Under which she sat to 

give judgrnent, a n d 
w h i c h was therefore 
called after her name. 

f> Int1·0. 1 p. lxxxv, 
6 Jntro., p. lxxii. 
'i "\Vhere she would be 

secure. 
7 Intro., p. liv. 
8 Intro., p. xvi. 
u Intro., p. lxxxi. 

10 Intro., p. lxxxvii. By its 
position it commanded 
the plain of l!:sdraelon. 

11 The tribes who had 
sl!ffered most severely 
from the oppression of 
Ja bin. 

1~ Intro., p. lxxxi. The dver 
was to play an important 
part in the subsequent 
battle. So Sisera is 
drawn into the position 
by the p1·ovidence _of 
,Jehovah. 

JS The presence of Deborah 
would inspire the host 
under Barak. 

Note the weakness of 
Barak's faith, He is 
punished by losing the 
honour of captnring 01 
-slaying Sisera, 
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withstanding the journey that thou 
takest shall not be for 14thine honour ; 
for the LORD shall sell Sisera into the 
i5hand of a woman. And Deborah 
arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. 
10 And Barak called 16Zebulun and 
Naphtali to Kedesh; and he went up 
with ten thousand men 17at his feet : 
and Deborah went up with him. I I 

Now 18Heber the Kenite, which was 
of the children of 19 Hobab the father­
in-law of Moses, had 2°severed himself 
from the Kenites, and pitched his 
tent bunto the 21plain of 22Zaanaim, 
which is by Kedesh. r 2 And 23they 
shewed Sisera that Barak the son of 
Abinoam was gone up to mount Tabor. 
13 And Sisera gathered together all his 
chariots, even nine hundred chariots 
of iron, and all the people that were 
with him, 24from Harosheth of the 
Gentiles unto the river of Kishon. 14 
And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; 
for this is the <lay in which the LoRD 
hath delivered Sisera into thine hand : 
is not the LoRD gone out before thee ? 
25So Barak went down from mount 
Tabor, and ten thousand men after 
him. 15 And the LORD ""discomfited 
Sisera, and all his chariots, and ·all his 
host, with the edge of the sword before 
Barak ; so that Sisera n}ighted down 
off his chariot, and fled away on his 
feet. 16 But Barak pursued after the 
chariots, and after the hosts, unto 
Harosheth of the Gentiles: and all the 
host of Sisera fell upon the edge of the 
sword; 28and there was not a man left. 

b see R.V. and comment,, p. 86, 
is The Cano.anites unable to win their way back to 

Hai·osheth through the pass were slaughtered to a 
n1an. 

H Thy pre-eminence. 
10 Jael v".17-21. 

13 

16 From Chau. v.14 it would 
seem there were dctach­
n1ents fro1n Ephraim, 
Benjamin andThiana.sseh. 

17 1 Following hin1/ or it 
rnay mean 'on foot.' A 
meaf(re force of 10,000 
footmen to meet the 
great host of cn.v11lry and 
chariots forming the 
lLrn1y of Sisera. 

· 1s Intro., p. xlviii, 
rn Intro., p. xlviii. 
20 The main body of tJ:,e 

Kenites had settled m 
the tribe of Judah (i. 16). 

21 B e t t er " the 011k in 
Zaanaim.'' 

22 Intro., p. lxxxviii. 
•• Tho Kenites. 
Shewed=reported to. 
24 Sisera issued from the 

fortress of Harosheth, 
which conunanded the 
western p ass c s, and 
adv11nced into the plain. 

The n1ovement was- in­
tended to bring about a 
battle in the plain,where 
his chariots and horse­
men could act with 
advantage. But his 
n1anceuvrc brought 
about disaster for the 
swelling of Kishon ren­
dered the plain a bog 
which hampered the 
chariot,s. 

For description of t ha 
battle sec Kishon, p. Jxxxi 2. B1uak strikes the blow 
at the signal of Deborah 
and at the right moment 
descends f r o ni t he 
mountain into the plain 
abandoning the advan­
tages of his position on 
l\::Iount Tabor, and ven­
turing to meet the 
Canaanitts in the plain. 
The bursting of the 
storm made the n10ve-
1nent a success. 

26 Broke the army up in a 
panic. 

27 Jumped down from the 
chariot v,rhich may have 
stuck in the 1noras~, de­
p11rting from the line of 
flight of the great mass 
of the fugitives. Th a 
h o s t fl e d westwards, 
Sis.era made hiH way 
north-east. 
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The Death of Sisera. 

I 7 Howbeit Sisera fled away on his 
feet to 1the tent of 2J ael the wife of 
Heber the Kenite : for 3there was peace 
between Ja bin the king of Hazor and 
the house of Heber the Kenite. rS 
And J ael 4 went out to meet Sisera, and 
said unto him, 5Turn in, my lord, turn 
in to me; 6fear not. And when he had 
7turned in unto her into the tent, she 
covered him with aa Bnzantle. 19 And 
he said unto her, 9Give me, I pray thee, 
a little water to drink ; for I am 10thirsty. 
And she opened lla bottle of milk, and 
gave him drink, and covered him. 20 

Again he said unto her, 12Stand in the 
door of the tent, and it shall be, when 
any man does come and enquire of 
thee, and say, Is there any man here? 
13 that thou shalt say, No. 21 Then 
J ael Heber's wife took 0a 14nail of the 
tent, and took 15an hammer in her hand, 
and 16went softly unto him, and smote 
the nail into his temples, and 11fastened 
it into the ground: 'for he was 18/ast asleep 
and weary. So he died. 22 And, be­
hold, as Barak pursued Sisera, J ael 
came out to meet him, and said unto 
him, Come, and I will shew thee the 
man 19whom thou seekest. And when 
he came into her tent, behold, Sisera 
20Jay dead, and the b nail was in his 
temples. 23 So 21 God subdued on 
that day Jabin the king of Canaan 
before the children of Israel. 24 And 
the hand of the children of Israel 

[1v. 17-24 

1 The Kcnites still lived 
the life of nomads. 

z Intro , p. xlviii, 
s So Sisera naturally ex­
pected to find rest and 
protection. 

• Already plan-1ing her 
deed of treachery. She 
had probably heard of 
the d c f e a t of the 
Canaanites. 

5 Witho·1t this invitation 
Sisera would not enter 
into the tent of a woman. 

6 And thus covers her 
intended treachery. 

7 The weary fL1gitive flings 
himself down as soon as 
he enters the tent. 

s The tent rug. 
9 Sisera had fled for three 

d1Lys, ano. would be in a 
misei-able plight. 

10 If he partook of refresh­
ment he would feel"he 
was under the protection 
of the laws of Eastern 
hospitality. 

11 The bottle, i.e. of leather 
or skin. 

1-2 Sisera anxious for his 
safety sets Jael to watch. 

13 Such a.n answer is 
consistent with Oriental 
duplicity. 

Such a reply would ensure 
Sisera's safety, for the 
woman's tent wonld not 
be entered by a stranger 
without the woman's 
permission (see Rahab's 
ans w er to the mes­
sengers of the king of 
Jericho, Josh. ii. 4). 

u One of the tent pegs. 
15 The h<tmmer used to 

drive the tent pegs into 
the ground. It was a 
large wooden mallet. 

16 So as not to disturb him. 
17'fhe tent pin went 

through right into the 
ground. 

18 In a sound sleep. He 
w~1s wea1·y after his long 
flight. 

Jael co1nn1itted 1nurder 
a see R.V. and comment, p. 86. bsee R.V. and and also violated the 

comment, p. 86. csee R.V. and comment, p. 86. laws of hospitality. 
l9i.e. to complete his triumph h¥ the capture or death of the enemy's general. 
~0And so the honour of capturmg or slaying the Canaanite general was denied to 

Barak, 
21 The victory is due to Divine assistance. 
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dz•prospered and prevailed against Ja bin 
the king of Canaan, until they had 
destroyed Ja bin king of Canaan. 

22 Lit. "the hand of Is1·ael 
went on, going on., and 
being bard," i.e. they fol­
lowed this victory with 
further success. The 
Canaanites were con1~ 
pletely subdued. 

a see R.V. and comment, p. 86. 

Instances of women as prophetesses or inspired women are: 
1. Miriam. "J;Iiriam the prophete•s " led the women of Israel in a song and 

dance of triumph after the overthrow of the Egyptians in the Red Sea (Ex. 
xv. 20-21). 

2. Deborah the prophetess, who judged Israel, and inspired Barak to march 
against Sisera (Judges iv.). 

3, Huldah the prophetess, who in the reign of Josiah was consulted by Hilkiah 
the priest and others (2 Kings xxii. U). Her advice led to the religious 
reformation carried out hy Josiah. 

4. Noadiah, a prophetess in the time of Nehemiah. She joined wilh Sanballat 
and Tobiah in their attempt to intimidate Nehemiah (Neh. vi. 14). 

5. Anna, the prophetess, who, when our Lord was presented in the Temple l,y 
his parents, spake of Jesus "to all them that lookea for redemption in 
Jerusalem" (St. Luke ii. &l,39). 

6. The four daughters of Philip the Evangelist "wh'ioh did prophesy" on tbe 
occasion of St. Paul's visit to the house of Philip at Cresarea when the 
Apostle was on his way to Jerusalem at the conclusion of his last missionary 
journey (Acts xxi. 8-9). 

The Song of Deborah and Barak. 

5. Then sang Deborah and 
Barak the son of Abinoam on 
that day, saying, 

2 Praise ye the Lord for the 
aveng:ng of Israel. 

When the people willingly 
offered themselves. 

3 Hear, 0 ye kings; give 
ear, 0 ye princes; 

I, even I, will sing unto 
the LoRD. 

I will sing praise to the 
LoRD God of Israel. 

4 LORD, when thou wentest 
out of Seir, 

When thou rnarchedst out 
of the field of Edam, 

The earth trembled, and 
the heavens dropped, 

The clouds also dropped 
water. 

The Song is a good example of Hebrew 
poetry. Hebrew poetry is not metrical 
but rhythmical. The clauses balarwe 
both in rhythm and thought. This 
balance of the clauses is technicall)' 
termed' parallelism.' 1Sce p. xliv.) 

PART I. Prelude (2-3), 
2, For the leacii,ig of the leaders of 

Israel. 
For the free dedication of the people. 

Praise ye Jehovah. 
3. Hear, 0 ye kings.; 1iearke1z, O yo 

p1·inces. 

I to Jehovah, even I, will sing, 

I will sound the harp to Jehovah, the 
. God of Israel. 

1. The Exodus (Israel's Redemption) 
(4-5). 

4. Jehovah, when thou wentest forth 
out of Seir, 

When thou marchest out of the field 
of Edou11 

The earth trembled; the heMens 
also dropped, 

Yea, the clon,ls dropped "ater, 
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5 The mountains melted from . 
before the Lor.d. 

Even that Sinai from before 
the Lord God of Israel. 

6 In the days of Shamgar 
the son of Anath. 

In the days of J ael, the 
highways were unoccupied. 

And the travellers walked 
through byways. 

7 The ·inhabita11ts of t lt e 
villages ceased, they ceased 
in Israel, 

Until that I Deborah 
arose, 

That I arose a mother m 
Israel. 

8 They chose new gods ; 
Then was war in the 
gates: 

V.J as there a shield or 
spear seen, 

Among forty thousand m 
Israel? 

g My heart is toward the 
governors of Israel, 

That offered themselves will­
ingly among the people. 

Bless ye the Lord. 

10 Speak, ye that ride on 
white asses, 

Ye that sit in judgment, and 
walk by the way. 

1 r They that are delivered from 
the noise of archers in the 
places of drawing water, 

There shall they rehearse 
the righteous acts of the 
LORD, 

5. The _inountains q_1rnke(l before the 
faee of Jehovah, 

This Hi11ai /Jefore the faee of Jehovah, 
the God of Israel. 

2. Is.rael before the Rising (6-7). 

G. In the days of Bharngar the son of 
Anath, 

In the days of Jaei the highways 
-were deserted, 

An-J the travellers walked through 
byways. 

7. There ceased to /Je rulers in I.,rael; 
ceased to be, 

Until that I Deborah arose 

'l1ha't I arose a mother in Israel. 
3. The change effected by Deborah 

(8-11). 

8, They chose new gods; 

Then was war in the gates: 

Was there a spear or shield seen 

Among forty thous·and in Israel? 

~- l\1y heart is toward the governors of 
Israel, 

Who freely decl-icatecl tl,emselves 
a111ong the people. 

1'1·aise ye Jehovah. 

10. Ye tha! ride on white asses. 

Ye that sit on 1·ich oarvets, 
And ye that walk by the way, 

Think of it. 
11. l!'ar jrom the noise of the a,•cllers in 

tl.Jc places of drawing water. 

There shall tbey rehearse the 
righteous acts of Jehovah. 

The righteous acts of his government 
in Israel: 
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ANALYSIS OF THE SONG OF DEBORAH. 

PART I. A PRELUDE. 

L The theme of the song. Praise to Jehovah for the ready devotion shown by 
leaders and the people. 

2. A description of the power of Jehovah manifested to His people in the 
,vHderues.s. 

3. The miserable state of Israel shewn in: 
(1) The dangerous state of the high roads, unsafe for travellers. 
(2) The cessation oi all magisterial jurisdiction (for the towns were held 

by the Canaanites) caused by Israel's idolatry, which had enabled 
the Canaanites to seize the towns and disarm the population, 

4. Repetition of the theme (sec 1). All classes, the rulers (who ride on white 
asses), the W<':tlthy (reclining on rich carpet,), and the poor walking on foot, 
are called to join m rehearsing the mighty acts of Jehovah. 

PART H. THE RIS!NG AND THE VICTORY. 

1. Introdnotion describing the inspiratiorr of Deborah and Barak, 
2. The muster of the Loyal Tribes. Though only a remnant assembled, yet 

Epbrai1n, Benjarnin.,.1Ianasseh, Zcbulun and Issachu,r, re-sponded to the call 
of Ba,rak, the chieftain of Naphtali. 

3. The wavering tribes contrasted with Zeblllun and Naphtal1. 
(a) Reuben and the ·Eastern tribes spent the time in discussing what 

policy should be adopted. 'l'o them the safety of their flocks was 
more important than the unity of Israel, and so "Gileacl "botle beyond: 
Joraan," and took no part in the rising for national unity. 

(b) Dan was more bent upon obtaining possess.ion of the s.eR•eoast. 
(c) Asher stayed by the sea-coast, probably because of the danger; for in 

making their way from west to east they would have to pass Canaanite 
fortre.sses:. 

But Zebulun and Naphtali did not hesitate to risk the drLngers of battle 
and joined Barak on the heights of Tabor. 

4. The Battle and the Victory, gained by the aicl of Jehovah. There is a 
description of: 
(a) 'I'he gathering of the Canaanites at Megiddo. 
(b) The storm, and the flooding of the river Kishon. 
(c) The confusion of the Uanaanitish host entangled in the mornss. 

PART III. THE ISSUES OF THE VICTORY. 

(a) The curse of Meraz. 
(b) The death of Siseru.. 
(c) 'l'he disappointment of the mother of Sisera, watching in vain for the 

return of her son in triumph bringing with him captives and spoil. 
(II) Epilogue, inclrnling-

Au invocation that a similar fate might befall all the enemies of God. 
A blessing on faithful worshippers of Jehovah. 

V. 1. ·Following the Septuagint the best rendering is "For the lea,Ii-1,y of the leaaers 
in Li.;raei. for t/ie free detlicaticm of the people" (i.e. in their readiness to follow 
their leaders), R.V. correctly translates "For that the leaders took the lead in 
Tsrael.' 1 

Y. 2. Give ear = attend, hearken, consider. 
V. 3. I will sing praise, better" I wiU sauna the ha,·p." 'l'he original conveys the 

idea of instrumental accompaniment. The R.V. foils to lJring out this idea. 
V. 5 The mountains melted. Lit. "flowed: ,Iown •• (as in R. V.). Another trans­

lation is ·quakea,' which better expresses the trembling of Sinai. 
V. 6. The highways were unoccupied, i.e. were deserted. Lit. kept holiday; Le. 
· ceased to be ti-,i.velled upon. So many authorities (including Il..V.) translate 

'ceased:.' The dangerous state of the country compelled tnwellel"S to leave the 
higlll oacts and to travel on bypaths. 
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Even the righteous acts to­
ward the inhabitants of his 
villages in Israel: 

Then shall the people of the 
Lord go down to the gates. 

r 2 Awake, awake, Deborah: 
Awake, awake, utter a 
song: 

Arise, Barak, and lead thy 
captivity captive, thou son 
of Abinoam. 

1 3 Then he made him that re­
mai11eth have dominion over 
the nobles among the 
people: 

The Lord made me hai,e 
dominion over the mighty. 

14 Out of Ephraim was there 
a root cf them against 
Amalek: 

After thee, Benjamin, 
among thy people; 

Out of Machir came down 
governors, 

And out of Zebulun they 
that handle the pen of the 
writer. 

15 And the princes of Issa­
char were with Deborah ; 

Even Issachar, and also 
Barak; 

He was sent on foot into the 
valley. 

For the divisions of Reuben. 
There were great thouglits 
of heart. 

r6 Why abodest thou among 
the sheepfolds, 

To hear the bleatings of the 
flocks? 

For the divisions of Reubm. 

Then to tl,e uates we11 t down tl, e 
perrple of Jehovah. 

PART II. The Rising (12-22). 

1. Prelude (12). 

12. Awake, aw11ke, Deborah: 
Awake, awake, utter a song: 

ArisP, Barak, and lead captive thy 
captivrn, 

Thou son of Abinoam. 
2. The Gathering of the Faithful 

(13-15). 
13. Then canrn dnwn a re-rn-nant of the 

11ovles of the people, 

Jehova./, came fl01n, for me against 
the mighty. 

14, Out of Ephraim came those whose 
root is in A·malek; 

After thee, Benjamin, among thy 
Hations ,· 

Out of Machir came down governors, 

And out of Zehulun they that handle 
tlie etaff of tlie marshal. 

15. And the princes '.of Issachar were 
with Deborah; 

And Issacha.r as well as Barak, 

Ru•l1ed down at nis feet i-nto tlie 
valley. 
3. Censure of the Malingerers 

(16-17). 

16, By tlie streams of Rmtben 
There were great resolves of heart. 

Why stayest thou among the sheep 
folds, 

To hear the piping to tlie flocks? 

By the strean,s of Reuben 



v. 7-17] JUDGES. 19 

V. 7. The inhabitants of the villages. Following the Septuagint modern critics 
(including R. V.) translate' rulen,' i.e. the magistrates ceased, that is, there was 
no administration of justice. 

V. 8. They =Israel. With the result that the Canaanites stormed their cities 
(war in the gates), and so completely subjugated the people that no one dared 
to display himself arrned. The army of Barak 1nnst have lJceu fairly well 
equipped, so the passage does not mean that the Israelites were altogether 
without arms, but that their degradation was such that it was necessary to 
conceal.all weapons. 

V.10. Ye that sit In judgment. The original cannot mean • judgment,.' Some 
covering is meant and so the passage is variously rendered 'Sl-tddlp, cloths,' 
'riah divans' or (as Dean Stanley 1>nd the R.V. ! 'rich carpets.' Deborah is 
evidently alluding to three classes of people, and calling upon them t.) praise 
Jehovah. 

(1) 'fhe nobles and wealthy riding in state and safety along the highwo.ys. 
(2) Those sitting at ease in luxurious palaces on the dimns covered with 

rich b1·ight carpets. 
(3) Those travelling on foot along the highroads once more open lo them. 

V.11. The A.V. conveys the meaning that formerly it was not safe to go to the 
wells to draw water for fear of being >hot at by the archers of the enemy. But 
tlie literal meaning (which R. V. follows) is 11 /ram or out of the noise," indicating 
the contrast betv.een the former tumult of battle and the quiet, peaceful scene 
of maidens going out to draw water. 

V. 11. Inhabitants should be' aov,,r,w1e11t or rule,' see note v. 7. 
V. 12. Lead thy captivity captive. Better "lead captfoe thy captives,'' i.e. lead i11 

triumphal procession the captive Canaanites and their captured cattle. 
V. 13. Ewald renders "Th,n clesce,ided a 1'ernna1,t of the nobles of the people." 

The R.V. is neotrly the same. "Then came clown a remnant of the nobles an<l 
the people." Deborah thus states that only a portion or the nation joined in the 
rising a.gainst Sisera. At len,st six tribes, Reuben, Gad, Asher~ Dan, Judah, 
Simeon, took no part in the national movement. 

V. 14. Translate as with R. V. "Out of Ephraim came clown theu whose mot is in 
Amnlek," i.e. those of the tribe of Ephraim who had gained firm possession of 
territory once occupied by the Amalekites. A portion of the hill country of 
Ephrain1 was known as " the n1ount of the A1nalekites" (xii. 15). 

V. 14. Machir, son of Manasseh. The name is generally used as descriptive of 
Eastern Manasseh, but here clearly the Western Manasseh is intended. All 
the Eastern tribes seem to have kept aloof from the war. 

V.14. The pen of the writer. Correctly as in R.V. "the marshal'., staff.'' The 
word translated 'pen' means "staff of ojjlce"; the word translated ·writer' 
means' scribe' when applied to a civil officer, but in a n1ilitary sense denotes 
the officer who kept the muster roll. 

V. 15. Was sent on foot. Better as with R.V. and most con1nientators., "Rushed 
down at his feet into the valley," i.e. the tribes followed Barak in an impetuous 
rush down the hill-side into the valley. 

V. 15. For the divisions of Reuben should be, "By the streams (R.V. has correctly 
watn·counes) of Reuben, there were great resolves (so R.V. and Edersheim) of 
heart," i.e. the tribe of Reuben formed great resolutions to help their brethren, 
but finally decided to stay at home and did nothing. 

V. 16. The bleatlngs of the !locks should be " viping., fo,·," or "pipinas to," an 
allusion to the shepherd's pipe with which he called the flock togethe1· or 
played whilst watching it. 

V. 16. Searchings of heart= discussion of plans, passing resolntious, but no 
definite action. 

V.17. Seashore= the harbours on the sea-coast, correctly rendered in the R.V. as 
"the haven of the sea," 

V. 17. And abode in his breaches. Breaches= the creeks, bays, and ri,cr moutl1s 
of the coa~t. r.rhe R. V. • creek8' is a good rendering. 

H 



20 JUDGES. [v. 17-23 

There were great search­
ings of heart. 

17 Gilead abode beyond 
Jordan: 

And why did Dan remain 
in ships? 

Asher continued on the sea 
shore, 

And abode in ltis breaches. 
18 Zebulun and Naphtali 

were a people that jeo­
parded their lives unto 
the death. 

In the high places of the 
field. 

19 The kings came and 
fought. 

Then fought the kings of 
Canaan. 

In Taanach by the waters 
of Megiddo; 

They took no gain of 
money. 

20 They fought from heaven. 
The stars in their courses 
fought against Sisera. 

21 The river of Kishon swept 
them away. 

That ancient river, the 
river Kishon. 

0 my soul, thou hast trodden 
down strength. 

22 Then were the lzorsehoofs 
broken. 

By the means of the pran­
sings, the pransings of 
their mighty ones. 

23 Curse ye Meroz, said the 
angel of the LORD, 

Curse ye bitterly the m­
habitants thereof; 

Thei·e were great resolves of 
heart. 

17. Gilead abode beyoncl Jordan: 

And Dan, why did he remain in 
ships·/ 

Asher sat still by the havens r,j the 
sea, 

And abode b11 his cred,s. 

4. The Battle and the Victory 
(18-22). 

18. Zebulun, a people that jeoparJed 
their lives unto the death, 

Anil Naphts.li on the heights of the 
field. 

19. The kings came and fonght. 

Then foughb the kings of Canaan, 

In Taanach by the waters of 
l\Iegiddo; 

They took no gain of money. 

~O. They fought from heaven; 
The stars in their courses fought 

against Siscra. 

21. '!'he river Kishon swept them away, 

That ancient river,the rive1· Kishon. 

0 my soul, mareh on in strength. 

2~. Then stampPd the hoofs of tlw horses. 

With the pransings, the pransings 
of their 1nighty ones. 

PART III. The Results of Victory 
(23-30). 

1. The faithfulness of Meroz (23). 
23. Curse ye l\Ieroz, said the angel of 

the Lorrl. 

Curse ye bitterly the inhabitants 
bhereof; 



v. 19-30 JUDGES. 21 

V. 19. Gain of money. Lit. spoil of silver. 
V. 21. That ancient river. Ancient= renowned, probably from the numerous 

battlea which had been fought in the neighbourhood. Edersheim renders 
"river of enconnters.u 

V. 22. Then were the horsehoofs broken, better "Then stain pell the hoofs of the 
ho,.ses," descriptive of the efforts of the chariot horses to get clear of the 
n1oras8. 

V. 23. Meraz (see Intro., p. lxxxiii.), evidently situated in a position enabllng its 
rnhabitauts to cut off the retreat of the fleeing host. Probably the city was 
razed and the inhabihnts put to death after the battle in the s:i.mc manner as 
Gideon destroyed Succoth and Panuel (viii. 16-17). 

V. 24. Above women In the tent, i.e. those who like herself lived 11 nomadic life in 
tents. 

V. 2.5. Butter, better' c1'rilld mill<,' the special delicacy in an Arau tent. 
V. 25. Lordly dish, lit. dish of the nobles, i.e. a special cup or vessel used on state 

occasions. This show of hospitality a.nil mark of respect would lull the 
suspicions of Sisera. 

V. 26. Struck off his hea.d. R.V. 'smote throngh,' does not quite convey the graphic 
description of the event. Jael 'sba.tterad • his hea.d, shivering it to pieces. 1_r1ie 
A.V. gives a wrong impression, Jael did not strike off Sisera's head. She 
'hammered~ him, sh~ttering his hea.d, cleaving and piercing his tem_ples so 
forcibly thOLt the tent pin WlS driven into the ground. "We almost seem to 
hear the thrae strokes of the hammer by which her bloody work was done." 
(EDERSHEI>L) 

V. 27. He bowed. The word de,cribe, the convulsive contraction of the lower 
,,1 limbs in the de~th agony. 

He· falls, he.lies. Descriptive perhaps of rolling off the couch on which he 
lay. 

There he lay dead., i.e. motionless, He gave one couvulsive starh and then 
Jay motionless in death. 

V. 29. Translate, "Are they not fin,:Un.1 a,ul rlivi<li1ia tlw spoil!'' i.e. have they not 
come upon so rich a spoil tha,t it is ta.king them a long tiiue to divide it amongst 
the chiefs? The R.V ... Have they notfoicn~l. etc.'' doe3 not agree in tense with 
the rendering adoptcil by most commentators. 

V. 30. Of cl.ivers colours, lit. of dyed garments; and aga\n "clyei garments of 
emb·roidery." "Meet for the necks of them that take the spoil." The A.V. 
regards 'spoil' as equivalent to the ~poiler. Tae literal translation h "on the 
neck., of the spoiL" The R.V. follows this. ·we 11mst suppose that with 
each captive maiden the warrior would receive one dyed garment and two 
embroidered kerchiefs for the neck of each captive. 

Note.-Why are not Judah and Simeon mentioned? From the mention of 
Jael in conjunction with Shamgar (v. 6), it has been conjectured that the 
northern oppression was simultaneous with the attack of the Philistines on the 
south from which Judah was freed by the prowe3s of Sbamgar. If so, the two 
southern tribes would be so much occupied in repelling the danger from the 
::;outh a.s to be unable to give assistance to their brethreu in the north. 
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Because they came not to 
the help of the LORD, 

To the help of the LORD 

against the mighty. 
24 Blessed above women 

shall J ael, 
The wife of Heber the 

Kenite be, 
Blessed shall she be above 

women in the tent. 
25 He asked ·water, and she 

gave him milk ; 
She brought forth butter 
in a lordly dish. 

26 She put her hand to the 
nail, 

And her right hand to the 
workmen's hammer. 

And with the hammer she 
smote Sisera, she smote off 
his head. 

When she had pierced and 
stricken through h i s 
temples. 

27 At her feet be bowed, be 
fell, he lay down; 

At her feet he bowed, he 
fell; 

\Vhere he bowed, there 
he fell down dead, 

28 The mother of Sisera 
looked out at a window, 

And cried through the 
lattice, 

Why is his chariot so long 
in coming? 

VVhy tarry the wheels of 
his eh a riots ? 

29 Her wise ladies answered 
her, yea, she returned 
answer to herself, 

Because they came not to the help 
of the Lord, 

The help of the Lord against the 
mighty. 

2. Jae!, the Avenger. Death or 
Sisera ,~4-27). 

24,• Blessed among women be Ja,el, 
'lhc wife of Heber the Kenite, 

Blessed shall she be aboTe women 
in the tent. 

25. He asked water, and she ga -.e bila 
mHk; 

Sbe brought him butter in a lordly 
dish. . 

26. She put her hand to the nail, 

And her right hand bo lbeworkmen's 
hamrne:r; 

And with the hammer she smote 
Sisera, shiri3red his head; 

And pierced and struck through bis 
ten:111Ies. . 

27. At her feet be.bowed, r.e fell, he Joy ; 

At her feet he bowed, he fell: 

W~!~tlw hewed, there be fell down 

2. The disappointment of Slsera's 
mother (28-SO). 

28. Through the window looked forth 
and cried,. 

The mother of Sisera through th.-, 
lattice, 

Why is his chariot EO long in 
coming? 

Why tarry the wheels of his chariots·t 

2?. The tl'ise ones of lie1· ladies answerell 
her 

Yea, she returned answer to her.self. 
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30 Have they not sped? have 
they not divided the prey; 

To every man a damsel or 
two? 

To Sisera a prey of divers 
colours, 

A prey_ of divers colours 
of needlework, 

Of divers colours of needle­
work on both sides, meet 
for the necks of them 
that take the spoil ? 

31 So let all thine enemies 
perish, 0 LoRD : 

But let them that love him 
be as the sun when he 
goeth forth in his might. 

And the land had rest 
forty years. 

20. Are th-y not finding, are they not 
,Uviding the spoil ! 

A damsel, two damsels to every man; 

To Sisera a spoil of divers colours, 

A spoil of divers colours of em­
broidery, 

Of divers colours of embroidery on 
both sides for t'.:le neck~ 

Of the spoil ? 

PART IV. The Epilogue (31). 
31. So let all thine enemies perish, O 

Lord: 

But let them that love him be as the 
sun when he goeth forth in his 
strength. 

A generation. 

The Oppression of Midian. 

6. And the children of Israel did 1 See ii. 11 note. 2lntro., p. lxi. 
1cvil in the sight of the LORD: and the BNot a permanent occu-
LORD delivered them into the hand of ¥:l~~~ but repeated 
2 Midian seven years. 2 And the hand At harvest time they 

· d d swept down upon the of Midian 3 preva1le against Israel : an land, carrying off all they 
4because of the Midianites the children could, and destroying wbat they could not take 
of Israel inade them the dens which away. 

· h · d d 4 Such was the terror are 1n t e mountains, an caves, an caused by these in-

strong holds. 3 And so it was, when ::ri~nt'h!hts~a~1Ne~gti~k 
Israel 5had sown, that the Midianites refuge in dens, caves and 

came up, and the 6 Amalekites, and the 5 i~~hi~ehi%t~fJicf°0
3
; the 

7children of the east, even they 8came up year. 
. h A d h 9 d srntro., p.Ixii. agamst t em; 4 n t ey encampe 1 Intro., p, Ixiii. Arabs of 

against them,and destroyed the 10increase the Eastern desert. s i.e. yearly, for seven years. 
of the earth, till thou come unto 11Gaza, 9 Not for battle, but for the 
and left no 12sustenance for Israel, 10 f,~~i~~~-of raiding. 

neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass. 5 For 11 They descended into the 
fertile valley ofthemari-

they came up with their cattle and time plain as far a• 
__ . Gaza. 

1:.: '" Noth'ing t:J support life, 11 or it n1ay mean "any living creaJure." 
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their tents, and they came as a 13grass­
hoppers for multitude; for both they and 
their camels were without number : 
and they entered into the land 14to 
destroy it. 6 And 15Israel bwas greatly 
impoverished because of the Midianites ; 
and the children of Israel cried unto 
the LoRD. 

a see R.V, :rnd comment, p. 86. b s,e R.V. and 
comment, p. 87. 

[VI. 6-II 

13 Locusts. descriptive of 
theh· numbers and also 
of the wide devastation 
wmught by the raiders. 

14 •i.e. for the express pur­
pose of carrying off the 
protluce, 

L'l-Their harvest was ca1·ried 
off, and they found 
difficulty in securing 
enough grain for seed. 

The Message of a Prophet. 

7 And it came to pass, when the 
children of Israel 1cried unto the LORD 
because of the Midianites, 8 That the 
LORD sent a 2prophet unto the children 
of Israel, which said unto them, 3Thus 
saith the LoRD God of Israel, I brought 
you up from Egypt, and brought you 
forth out of the 4house of bondage ; 9 
And I delivered you out of the hand of 
the Egyptians, and out of the hand of 
all that oppressed you, and drave 5them 
out from before you, and gave you 
their land; 10 And I said unto you, I 
am the LORD your God; fear not the 
gods of the 6Amorites, in whose land ye 
dwell: but ye have not obeyed my 
voice. 

s Inhabitants of Canattn generally. 

I Confession of sin results 
in deliverance. 

~ An inspired u1 an, not 
necessarily a foreteller 
of the future. He alludes 
to the past only. 

Nameless, as the pophet 
who encouraged Ahab 
ll Kings xx. 13-35), and 
the prophet who 
anointed Jehu (2 I,ing 
ix. 1-4), 

"He reconntsGod's deliver­
ances ;i.nd promises. 

(1) Deliverance from 
Egypt. 

(2) Conq_ncst of the 
land. 

(3) Promise of com­
plete subjngation 
of the heathen. 

Idolatry had brought 
about the withdrawal of 
Divine aid. 

National sin had led to 
national cala111ity. 

•Descriptive of the slavery 
in Egypt. 

G Joshm, lmd warned them against the gods of the Amorites (Josh. xxiv. 15). 

The Call of Gideon. 

r r And there came 1an angel of the 
LoRD, and sat under ~an oak which was 
in "Ophrah, that pertained unto 4Joash 
the 5Abi-ezrite: and his son Gideon 
a threshed wheat by the 6winepress, to hide 

a see R.V. and comment, p. 87. 

1 The angel, i.e. of the 
covenant. 

2The oak,-i.e. a well-known 
tree. 

tilntro., p. Ixxxiv., near 
Shechem. 

4 Intro., p. xlix. 
5 Int1·0., p. xlv. Abiezer 

was a family of the tribe 
of Manasseh. 

6 An unusual place (sec note, p. 101). Gideon desired to conceal his action from the 
Midianites. 
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it from the Midianites. 12 And the 
angel of the LoRD appeared unto him, 
and said unto him, The LoRD is with 
thee, 7thou mighty man of valour. 13 
And Gideon said unto him, Oh 8my 
LORD, 9if the LORD be with us, why 
then is all this befallen us? and where 
be all his miracles which our fathers 
told us of, saying, Did not the LORD 
bring us up from Egypt? but now the 
LORD bath forsaken us, and delivered 
us into the hands of the Midianites. 
14 And the LoRD 10looked upon him, 
and said, Go in 11 this thy might, and 
thou shalt save Israel from the hand 
of th.e Midianites : have not I sent 
thee? 15 And he said unto him, 120h 
my LORD, wherewith shall I save 
Israel? behold, my family b 13is poor in 
Manasseh, and I am the least in my 
father's house. 16 And the LORD said 
unto him, 14Surely I will be with thee, 
and thou shalt smite the Midianites 
15as one man. 17 And he said unto 
him, If now I have found 16grace in 
thy sight, then llshew me a sign clBfhat 
thou talkest witk me. r8 Depart not 
hence, I pray thee, until I come unto 
thee, and bring forth my 19present, and 
set it before thee. And he said, I will 
tarry until thou come again._ 19 And 
Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, 
and 2°unleavened cakes of an 21ephah 
of flour : the flesh he put in a basket, 
and he put the broth in a pot, and 
brought it out to him under the oak, 
and 22presented it. 20 And the angel 
of God -said unto him, Take the flesh 
and the unleavened cakes, and lay 

b see R.V. and comment, p. 87. c sec R.V. rtnd 
co1-n111ent1 p. 87. 

25 

7 Gideon may well have 
distinguished himself in 
previous actions. The 
l\lidianites seem to have 
known of his prowess 
(vii. 14); or, the words 
may be prophetic of 
what would come to 
pass. 

a A title of courtesy, not 
an a.ddress to an angel. 

9 A reproachful reply, but 
an open confession of his 
thoughts. 

Gideon does not question 
the power of Jehovah, is 
not ignorant of p a s t 
wonders, a n it believes 
that Isrnel's misfortunes 
are due to the with­
drawal of Divine aid. 

He has only to learn that 
with the repentance of 
Israel the aid of Jehovah 
will return. 

10 Lit. n tu.rnecl towanl,s 
lli1ti," a token of favour, 

11-i,e. now conferred upon 
thee. 

12Lit "Oh Lord." Gideon 
recognizes the presence 
of Jehovah. 

Compare the humility of 
II-loses (Ex. iii. 10-14). 

rn T h e p o o r e s t, the 
meanest. 

14. The same answer as 
given to Moses (Ex. iii. 
12). 

15i.e. with a sudden blow 
completely destroying 
the vast host. 

lGFavour. 
r;- Give me a distinct proof 

that the message is really 
from God. It needed 
these signs to give 
Gideon the self-con­
fidence required to lead 
Israel against llfidian. 

18Lit. "Who thou art that 
talkest with me." 

1~ Meat-offering, facrifice. 
'.:lU ~s being prepared 1nore 

quickly, 
21 Three seah = a lmsl1el 

(seep. 96). 
'"Offered. 
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them upon 23 this rock, and 24pour out 
the broth. And he did so. 2r Then 
the angel of the LORD put forth the end 
of the 25staff that was in his hand, and 
touched the flesh and the unleavened 
cakes ; and _ there rose up 26fire out of 
the rock, and consumed the flesh and 
the unleavened cakes. Then the angel 
of the LoRD departed out of his !,ight. 
22 And when Gideon perceived that he 
was an angel of the Lo RD, Gideon said, 
Alas, 0 LORD GoD t for 27because I 
have seen an angel of the LORD face 
to face. 23 And the LORD said unto 
him, 28Peace be unto thee; fear not: 
thou shalt not die. 24 Then Gid_eon 
built an 2galtar there unto the LoRD, 
and called it 30J ehovah-shalom: unto 
this day it is 31yet in Ophrah of the Abi­
ezrites. 

[vr. 21-27 

:m Using it as a-n alta1·. 
24 As a libation. 

25 The traveller's staff~the 
angel appeared in the 
gnise of a traveller. 

26 Fire from heaven. 
(1) At the dedication of 

Solon10n's '_femple. 
(2) Consumed the sac­

rifice of Ehjah on 
Carmel (I Kings 
xviji, 24). 

(3) Destroyed the 
ca1,tttins and their 
fihics at the word 
of J;;lijah. 

21 It was tlie common idea 
of the time that man 
conld not look upon God 
and live. 

21::! Gideon receives Divine 
assurance of safety. 

29 Possibly m ore "s a 
memorial than for 
sa~rifice. 

20 Jehovah is peace, i.e. 
peacefully disposed, with 
reference to the words 
of peace in v. 33. 

s1 Still. 

Gideon throws down the Altar of Baal. 
25 And it came to pass the same 

1night, that the LORD said unto him, 
Take thy father's young bullock, 2even 
the second bullock of seven years old, 
and throw down the altar of 3 Baal that 
thy father bath, and cut down a4the 
grove that is by it : 26 And build an 
altar unto the LORD thy God upon the 
top of 5this brock in 6the ordered place, 
and take the second bullock, and offer 
a burnt sacrifice with 7the wood of athe 
grove which thou shalt cut down. 
27 Then Gideon took 8ten men of his 
:-ervants, and did as the LORD had said 
unto him : and so it was, because he 

«see R.V. and comment, p. 87, bsee R.V. and 
cmnrnent, p. 87. 

BDenotes-
(1) Gi ·leon's position, i.e. wealthy and independent, 
(2J His household free from idolatry. 

I i.e. of the day when the 
angel nppeared to 
Gideon. 

•And-for a bullock of 
seven years cannot well 
be termed • young.' Two 
bnllocks seem intended. 
Explanation usually 
given is that two bullocks 
were used in breaking 
down the altar, and that 
the second was sacrificed 

3 '1.'he Baal worship11ed by 
Gideon's father. 

l The Ashen.h, i.e. image 
of Asheroth (Intro., p. 
xliv.). 

6Hcb. ~, tltis fortress,'' i.e. 
the citadel of Ophrah. 

6 In orderly manner1 i.e. 
building au altar and 
offering sacrifice in the 
manner prescribed by 
the Law. 

7 i.e. he split t!Je wooden 
Asherah up for firewood. 
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feared 9his father's household, and the 
men of the city, that he could not do it 
by day, that he did it by night. 28 
And when the 10men of the city arose 
11early in the morning, behold, the altar 
d Baal was cast down, and athe grove 
\\ as 12cut down that was by it, and the 
second bullock was offered upon the 
a1tar that was built. 29 And they said 
one to another, \Vho bath done this 
thing? And when they enquired and 
asked, they said, 13Gideon the son of 
J oash bath done this thing. 30 Then 
the men of the city said unto J oash, 
14Bring out thy son, that he may die: 
because he 15hath cast down the altar 
of Baal, and because he bath cut 
down "the grove that was by it. 31 
And Joash 16said unto all that stood 
against him, 17Will ye plead for Baal? 
will ye save him? he that will plead 
for him, let him be put to death whilst 
it is yet morning : 18if he be a god, let 
him plead for himself, because one hath 
cast down his altar. 32 Therefore on 
that day 19he called him 20Jerubbaal, 
saying, Let Baal plead against him, 
because he bath thrown down his altar. 

27 

o The house of his father, 
i.e. the Abi~zrites, not his 
own family. 

10 Probably a remnant of 
the Canaanite pop u -
l!ttion. 

11 Early to worship Baal, 
the sun-god. 

l!i.c. only a stump left of 
the Asherah pillar. 

They note three things: 
(1) Altar of Baal cast 

down. 
(2) The stump of the 

Asherah pillar. 
(3) A new altar and a 

sacrificed bullock. 
rn It was not the intention 

of J chovah that the deed 
should be kept secret. 
The act signified that 
Gideon took upon htm­
solf the burden of re­
storing the true worship. 

14 i.e. for execution. 
15 And so had committed 

sacrilege. 
16 It is suggested t ha t 

Joash was chief magis­
t:-ate of Onhrah and 
presided at the trial. 

17 The einphasis is on 'ye.' 

1s J oash is sarca.stic. "If 
Baal be a god surely he 
c a n avenge himself/' 
The men of the city 
cannot combat this 
:argument. 

rn Gideon was so called by 
the people. His father 
did not name him. 

20" Let Baal plead." 

Gideon rouses the Tribes against Midian. 

33 Then all the Midianites and the 
Amalekites and the children of the east 
were 1gathered together, and went 2over, 
and pitched in the valley of 3 J ezreel. 
34 But the Spirit of• the Lo RD 4came 
upon Gideon, and 5be blew 6a trumpet; 
and Abi-ezer was gathered af[er him. 

G The call to war. 
The army of Gideon. 

(1) He is joined by his own clan of A bi-ezer. 

1 To make their annual 
ri1id. 

2 i.e. over Jordan, from 
east to west. 

They would c 1· o s s the 
Jordan at the upper ford, 
nea.r Beth-shean~ u.nd 
thus gained ent1·ance 
in to the plain of J e~reel. 

s Intro., p. lxxx. 
4 Clothed. 
5 Gideon s e i z e s t h e 

occasion t3 make his 
attack. 

(2) Encouraged by their support he summons all Manasseh. 
(3) Then he calls upon the northern tribes. 
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35 And he sent messengers throughout 
all Manasseh; who also was gathered 
after him : and he sent messengers 
unto Asher, and unto Zebulun, and 
unto Naphtali; and 7they came up to 
meet them. 

[ vr. 35-vrr. 1 

~ i.e. went up to the place 
where the others were 
gathered together. · 

Mark the effect of the 
action of one true man. 
Gideon's act in destroy­
ing the. altar of Baal had 
impressed the people 
with the idea that Jeho­
vah hod inspired the 

young Abi-ezrite. So Gideon's call to arms met with ready and united response. 
Instead of cowering in ~ens and c1Lves, leaving their bnds to be ravaged by the 
horde of eastern Hedoums, tjJ.e men of the north awl centre round the plain of 
Esdraelon rush to the standard of Gideon to repel the inva:le1·. 

The Double Sign. 

36 And Gideon said unto God, 1 If 
thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as 
thou hast said, 37 Behold, I will put a 
fleece of wool a2in the floor; and if the 
dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry 
upon all the earth beside, then shall I 
know that thou wilt save Israel by mine 
hand, as thou hast said. 38 And it was 
so: for 3he rose up early on the morrow, 
and b4ffirust the fleece together, and 
wringed the dew out of the fleece, 5a 
bowl full of water. 39 And Gideon 
said unto God, Let not thine anger be 
hot against me, and I will speak but 
this once: let me prove, I prny thee, 
but this once with the fleece, 6let it 
now be dry only upon the fleece, and 
upon all the ground let there be dew. 
40 And God did so that night: for it 
was dry upon the fleece only, and there 
was dew on all the ground. 

a see RV. 11nd comment, p. 87. b see R.V. and 
comment, p. 88. 

Selection of the Army. 

7. Then 1Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, 
and all the people who were with him, 
rose up early, and pitched beside the 
2well of Harod : aso that the 3host of the 
Midianites were on the north side of 

"see R.V. and comment, p. 81'. 

1 Gideon does not distrust 
God's pmver, but desires 
to be assured that Goil 
approves of the expe­
dition. 

'On the threshing floor, a 
flat:, circula,r spac-e, open 
to he£1ven, 

s i e. to be sure that the 
fleece lm,il not been inter­
fered with. 

4 Squeezed. 
5 N0te the details given. 

Such a 111inute descrip­
tion denotes the truth 
and accuracy of the 
story. 

6 The dew in the fleece 
whilst the ground was 
dry might be due to 
natural cn,uses)so Gideon 
aE:ked for a sign contrary 
to nature. It was im­
possible for the hard sur­
face of the exposecl. floor 
to be wet whilst the 
fleece was dry. 

It was grunted him, arid , 
from that time he showed 
no sign of distrust in him­
self, no 1nark of wavering 
in his faith in God. 

1 So called for tbe first 
tirne. The exp1anation 
is given to indicate that 
it is Gideon 

'.l Fonntn.in or sp1·ing. 
(lnt1-o., 11. lxxvii.) = the 
spring of trembling. 

B('nmp. 
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them, by the 1hill of Moreh, in the 4Intro., p. Ixxxiii. 
· 11 A d h L 'd 5 V<LlleyofJezrcel. 0 va ey. 2 n t e ORD sa1 unto Gideon's men are on the 
Gideon, The people that are with thee heights-the lliiidianites 

are in the valley. 
are 6too many for me to give the artwasnecessarytoshow 
Midianites into their hands, lest Israel th"'t it was Jehovah, and 

Jehovah alone, who gan, 
vaunt themselves against me, saying, them the victory. By 

M . h d this Gidcon's ha. n d s 
1 me own an hath saved me. 3 would be strengthened 
Now therefore go to, proclaim in the to put down idolatry. 

~ 7 There is no Gilead in 
ears of the people, saying, Whosoever western Manasseh. Two 
is fearful and afraid, let him return and explanations<Lregivenor the difficulty: 
depart early from 7mount Gilead, (ll That mount Gilead 

And there returned of the people a~Y~~~-"be "rnmmt 
8twenty and two thousand ; and there (~) 1'hat Gilead here is 

equivalent to Mn-
remained ten thousand. 4 And the nasseh, i.e. let Lim 
LORD said unto Gideon, The people depart from the camp of Manasseh 
are yet too many ; bring them down on this height. 
g h ~ 1 h 8 l'he sight of the vast unto t e water, and I wil 10try t em host of Midian h<Ld evi-

for thee there : and it shall be, that of t1~~f&Yhea~,~~-"
1Rr~rtlfi~~ 

whom I say unto thee, 11 This shall go two-thirds of the band 
' h h h h 11 ' h h deserted Gideon. wit t ee, t e same s a go wit t ee; "i.e. to the we!lof Ha.rod, 

and of whomsoever I say unto thee, rn Test or prove. 
llJehovah assures Gideon 

This shall not go with thee, the same that He will select the 
h Jl t S h b ht d th right men for him. s a no go. .5 o e roug own e "The test may a11pear 

people unto the water : and the Lo RD frivolous !Jnt iu reality it 
'd G' h was not so. sa1 unto 1deon, 12Every one t at The experienced warriors 

lappeth of the water with his tongue, woultl be men always on 
the alert, So they drink 

as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by in a m,1 mer that wonld 

h . lf l'l · th t b th leavethemreadytorneet 1mse ; 1 rn,v1se every one a O\Ve " sud,len att,LCk. They 
down upon his knees to drink. 6 And also exhibit the qnality 

h b f h 1 d 
. of self•control. r11be rest,-

t e num er o t em that appe , puttmg eager to drink, throw 
their hand to their mouth, were three themsdves at:full Iength 

hundred men: but all the rest of the ;he!~0 tti~:tdJte""~J;, 
1 b d d th · k of experience, wh ii s t peop e owe own upon eir nees satisfying their thirst, 

to drink water. 7 And the Lo RD said keep in mind that they 

h h d d are on a n1ilitary expe~ 
unto Gideon, By the t ree un re aition in which watch-
men that lapped will I save you, and fulness against surprise 

is of n1ore importance 
deliver the Midianites into thine hand : than anything else. 

and let all the other people go every T'u~~t;:;s~:!dagy~~~t;~h"J. 
man unto his place. 8 So the people tlie three hundred were 

ruen u p o n whom he 
Htook victuals in their hand, and their could absolutely rely. 

13 i.e. Took what they reqllired from the people befora they ·1eft, l'his explains 
how e~cll man ha·l a pitcher, lamp and tmmpet. 
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trumpets : and he sent all the rest of 
Israel every man unto his tent, a:c.d 
retained those three hundred men : 
and "the host of Midian was beneath 
him in the valley. 

a see R.V. and comment, p. 88. 

[VII. 9-14 

Contrast Gideon's previous 
self-distrnst with hi s 
absolute faith now. 

He distrusted himself and 
asked for three proofs of 
God's presence, viz.-

(1) A sign from the 
angel. 

(\l) The double sign .of 
the fleece. 

But when assured that he is carrying out the Divine will he obeys implicitly and 
weakens his army without a murmur. 

Gideon visits the M~dianite camp; and is encouraged by the 

Dream of a Man of Midian. 

9 And it came to pass the same 
night, that the LORD said unto him, 
Arise, 1get thee down unto the «host; 
for I have delivered it into thine hand. 
ro But if thou 2fear to go down, go 
thou with Phurah thy servant down to 
the a/wst : 1 I And thou shalt hear 
what they say; and afterward shall 
thine hands be strengthened to go 
down unto the "host. Then went he 
down with 3Phurah 4his servant unto 
5the outside of the armed men that were 
in the ahost. I 2 And the Midianites 
and the Amalekites and all the children 
of the east lay along in the valley like 
b6grasshoppers for multitude ; and their 
camels were without number, as the 
sand by the sea side for multitude. 13 
And when Gideon was come, behold, 
there was a man that told a dream unto 
his 7fellow, and said, Behold, I dreamed 
a dream, and, lo, a 8cake of barley 
bread tumbled into the ho3t of Midian, 
and came unto 9a tent, and smote ·it 
that it fell, and overturned it, that the 
tent lay 10along. 14 And his 11fellow 
answered and said, This is nothing else 

a see R.V. and comrnen~, p. 88. b see R.V. a;id 
comment, p. 86. 

l Descend into the valley 
and attack Midian camp. 

2Hesitation would be 
natural for-

(1) Gideon was to at­
tack, not to defend. 

(:l) The attack was to 
lrn rnad e in a broad 
open plain, not in a 
narrow valley. 

(3) The number of his 
men would appear 
inadequate to the 
ta,sk. 

So he is bidden to visit the 
ca,mp of Midian for 
further encouragement. 

s Intro., p. Ii. 
•Armour-bearer. 
fiGideon and bis armour­

bearer lay outside the 
camp watching and 
listen:ng. 

The dream and its inter­
pretation would encour­
age them ; already the 
host was predisposed to 
panic. 

6Locusts. 
Barley loaf= Gideon, an 

Israelite peasant. 
Tent= The camp of the 

l\lidianites. 
1 Neighbour, comrade. 
8 The food of the poor. 

Symbolic of the poverty 
and degradation of the 
Israelites under t he 
Midianite oppression, 
also denoting the insig­
nificance o f Gideon 
compared with the vast 
host of Midian. 

"TIie tent, i.e. of the 
Midianite leacte1·. 

JO At fuH length. 
11 Neighbour, comrade. 
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11save the sword of Gideon the son of 
Joash, a man of Israel: for into his 
hand hath God delivered Midian, and 
all the host. 15 And it was so, when 
Gideon heard the telling of the dream, 
and the interpretation thereof, that 12he 
worshipped, and returned into the 
13host ,A Israel, and said, Arise; for 
the LoRD hath delivered into your 
hand the 14host of Midian. 16 And he 
divided the three hundred men into 
1•three companies, and he put a trum­
pet in every man's hand, with empty 
pitchers, and 16lamps within the 17pit­
chers. 17 And he said unto them, 
18Look on me, and do likewise: and, 
behold, when I come to the outside of 
the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so 
shall ye do. rS When I blow with a 
trumpet, I and all that are with me, 
then blow ye the trumpets also on every 
side of all the camp, and I9say, The 
sword of the LORD, and of Gideon, 19 
So Gideon, and the hundred men that 
were with him, came unto the outside 
of the camp 20in the beginning of the 
middle watch; and they had but newly 
set the watch : aqd they blew the trum­
pets, and brake the pitchers that were 
in their hands. 20 And the three 
companies blew the trumpets, and 
brake the pitchers, and held the lamps 

• in their left hands, and the trumpets 
2lin their right hands to blow withal : 
and they cried, The sword of the Lo RD, 
and of Gideon. 21 And they stood 
every man 2Zin his place round about 
the camp: and all the host ran, and 
cried, and fled. 22 And the three 
hundred 2~.hlew the trumpets, and the 
LoRD set every man's sword 24against 

11 The gathering 1mc'er 
Gideon must therefore 
have been known to the 
Midianites. The leaders 
despised the Israelitrn. 
The speaker had some 
recollection of how Je­
hovah had fought for 
Israel, o.nd recalled to 
mind the many occM,ions 
on which a few Israelites 
had over-thrown vast 
armiei;;. 

ISi e. acknowledged the 
h1111d of Jehovah. 

13 i.e. the 300 men in readi­
ness to attack. 

14Camp. 
15Each company taking a 

different route, a n U 
being posted so as to 
make it appear that the 
Israelites ha d s u r -
rounded the camp. (So 
Srrnl n.gaiust ArnmoD, 1 
Sam. xiv.). 

16Torches. 
17 To hide the light of tho 

torches. 
18 Time your action by 

mine. 
rn Shout. The battle-cry 

of Israel was a tenible 
shout. 

so The dead of night, after 
the change of watch. 

The Jewish watches were 
three-

- (1) From snnset t o 
lOp.m. 

(2) From 10 p.m. to 2 
a..m .. 

(3) From 2 a.m. to 
sunrise. 

They s u b sequent I Y 
adopted t h e Rom,m 
watches~ -viz.-

(1) From 6 p.m. to 9 

(2) ,!?~~,;, 9 p.m. to 
midnight. 

(3) From midnight to 
30,.m. 

4) From 3 a.m.to 6 ~ m. 
21 i.e ready to blow the 

second time .v 22), 
22 The stages of the panic. 

Cl) St "'d ln ala~m. 
(2) Ran about m con· 

fusion. 
(3) The cry of alarm. 
(4) Fled in panic. 

2BThe secornl blast of the 
trumpets. 

24 i.e. mistaking friend for 
foe. 
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his fellow, even throughout all the 
host: and the host fled to 25 Beth­
shittah in 26Zererath, and to the border 
oPiAbel-meholah, unto 28 Tabbath. 23 
And 29the men of Israel gathered them­
selves together out of Naphtali, and out 
of Asher, and out of all Manasseh, and 
pursued after the Midianites. 24 And 
Gideon sent messengers throughout all 
'mount Ephraim, saying, Come down 
against the Midianites, and 80 take 
before them the waters unto Beth­
barah and Jordan. Then all the men 
of Ephraim gathered themselves to, 
gether, and took the waters unto 
31Beth-barah and Jordan. 25 And 
they took two princes of the Midianites, 
32Qreb and ~3Zeeb; and they slew Oreb 
upon the rock 34Oreb, and Zeeb they 
slew at the winepress of ~•Zeeb, and 
pursued Midian, and brought the heads 
of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the 
other side Jordan. 

c see R. V. comment, p. B6. 

Lvn. 23-vm. 2 

i:i Intro., p. Ix.xiii. 
:!6 Zaretan, Int , p. lxxxviiL 
~7 Intro., p. lxx. 
2s Intro., p. lxxxvii. 
2\0 Those who hacl been dis­

n1issrnl reassemb]e and 
join jn the pursuit. They 
1nay have been sum-
1noned by proclan1ation. 

Issachar is not numtioncd 
i11 tbe narrative. The 
Midianites occupied the 
plain ofJezreel inhabited 
by the tribe of Issachar, 
ancl thus this tribe was 
unable to n1ove. 

Bil Seize the streams and so 
intercept the flight of 
Midian. 

So Elmd seized the fo1•ds 
nea,r Jericho aga,inst 
:\Ioab (iii. 28). 

And Jephthah seized the 
fords to prMent the 
escape of the men of 
Ephraim (xii. 5). 

31 Intro. p. Ixxi. 
SJ Intro. p. l. = 1·aven. 
ssJutro. p. liii. ~ wolf. 
MTaking their names from 

the execution of these 
!\lidianite 11rinces. Gid­
eon had already crossed 
Jordan in the pursuit. 
The Ephraimites catch 
Oreb and Zeeb on tlrn 
west side, and carry their 
heads to Gideon then on 
the east side. 

The plan of Gideon was admirably adapted to cause a panic. He had gathered 
the information that the ~Iidianites were in fear of Ismel and Jehovah. The 
placing of his men, the flashing of the torches and the sound of the trumpets would 
convay the impression that the camp was surrounded. The l\ftdianites first 
alarmed, then running about in confusion and finally panic-stricken in full_ flight, 
would, in the darkness and confusion~ re:1dily n1ist~Lke friends for foes. :\:[id1anites, 
Amalekites. and other Eastern tribes mingled together, would have difficulty in. 
distinguishing their own allies from the army of Israel, which they imagined had 
rushed the camp. Meanwhile Gideon aucl his men blew with the trumpets, shouted 
their war-cry, and ,vave:i their torches. They needed to do no 111ore, the fugitives 
of the panic-stricken horde cut each other to pieces. 

The Expostulation of Ephraim. 

8. And the men of 1 Ephraim 2said 
unto him, 3 \\'hy hast thou served us 
thus, that thou calledst us not, when 
thou wentest to fight with the Midian­
ites? And they did chide with him 
4sharply. 2 And he said unto them, 

1 The leading tril.Je ; also 
kinsmen of i\-fanasseh. 

2 i .. e. when they brought 
the heads of Oreb and 
ZeelJ. 

"They object to play a 
second-ary pal't. 

They desire an acknow­
ledgment of their 
-supremacy. 

4 St,rongly, violently. 



VIII, 3-6] JUDGES. 

5What have I done now in comparison 
of you? 6Is not the 7gleaning of the 
grapes of Ephraim better than the 
8Yintage of Abi-ezer ? 3 9God hath 
delivered into your hands the princes 
of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb : and what 
was 1 able to do in comparison of you? 
lOThen their anger was abated toward 
him, when he had said that. 
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,; He had dispersed the 
host of Midian. lmt 
Ephraim had captured 
and slain the chieftains. 

6 A reply that became 
proverbial = The subse­
quent success (gleaning 
after the crop) of Eph­
raim was of more im­
portance than the whole 
of the deeds (the vintage) 
of Gideon and his 
A biezrites. 

, Gleaning may mean the two heads of the Midian princes brought by Ephraim. 
R Vintage the thousands of inferior soldiers slain by Gideon and his men. 
o To whom the honour of the victory was due. 

10 The soft answer of Gideon turns away their wrath. But Gideon acknowledges 
the greatness of the achievement of Ephraim on the present occasion only, he 
does not admit their claim to permanent supremacy. 

Instances of the arrogance of Ephraim. 
(1) In their demand from Joshua for more territory because they were" a great 

people" (Josh. xvii. 14-18). 
(2) In their expostulation with Gideon for not summoning them to the 

expedition against the Midianites (viii. 1-3). 
(3) In their insolent behaviour to w1rnls Jephthah because he had not called 

upon them to aid tbe Eastern tribes against the Ammonites (xii. 1-3), 
This spirit of arrogance may have bean due to many causes, e.g., 

(1) The double portion assigned by Jacob to the sons of Jose11h was equivalent 
to the bestowal of the birth-right. Hence Ephraim may have assumed to 
be the heir of the patriarch. 

(2) The Ark was ttt Shiloh. Therefore the religious capital was in Ephraim. 
(3) Shechem, the recognized place for the assembling of the tribes, was also in 

Ephraim. Thus the political capital was sitm,ted in Ephraim, 
(4) Hs central position in ths hill country may have secured it from invasion, 

and probably by this time Ephraim was superior to other tribes in number. 
The bitter disappointment felt by Ephraim at the subse<J.Uent supremacy of 

Judah, intsnsified by tbe fact that Jerusalem became the religious and political 
capita.], whilst the monarchy became hereditary in the house of David of the rival 
tribe, was a great factor in bringing abont the schism in the reign of Rehoboam. 

The Pursuit. 

4 And Gideon 1came to Jordan, and 
passed over, he, and the three hundred 
men that were with him, faint, yet pur­
suing them. 5 And he said unto the 
men of 2Succoth, Give, I pray you, 
loaves of bread unto the people that 
follow me; for they be 3faint, and I am 
pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna, 
kings of Midian. 6 And the '1princes 

1 This verse gives 11s 
Gideon' s 111ovements. 
He sent messeugers to 

· Ephraim to seize the 
waters, whilst he himself 
crossed the Jordan in 
pursuit oI Zebah and 
Zalmunna who w it h 
15,000 men, had managed 
to reach the eastern side 
of the river. Whilst he 
was on the east side the 
heads of Oreb and Zeeb 
were brought to hilp. 

2 Intro., p. lxxxvii. The names give us the route of the fleeing Midianites, vis, 
towards the south. 

s Faint and weary with the exertions of the night and the rapid pursuit, 
4 Chiefs, heads of the city. 
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of Succoth said, 5Are the hands of 
Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand, 
5that we should give bread unto thine 
army? 7 And Gideon said, Therefore 
when the LoR o hath delivered Zebah 
and Zalmunna into mine hand, then I 
will 7tear your flesh with the thorns of 
the wilderness and with briers. 8 And 
he went 8up thence to 9Penuel, and 
spake unto them likewise : and the 
men of Penuel answered him as the 
men of Succoth had answered him. 9 
And he spake also unto the men of 
Penuel, saying, When I come again in 
peace, I will break down this 10tower. 
10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in 
11Karkor, and· their hosts with them, 
about fifteen thousand men, 12all that 
were left of all the hosts of the children 
of the east : for there fell an hundred 
and twenty thousand men that drew 
sword. r r And Gideon went up 13by 
the way of them that dwelt in tents on 
the east of Nobah and Jogbehah, and 
smote the host: for the host 14was 
/secure. 12 And when Zebah and Zal­
munna fled, he pursued after them, and 
took the two kings of Midian, Zebah 
and Zalmunna, and 15discomfited all the 
host. 

5They jeer nt the attempt 
of Gideon to overtake the-
1\fidlanites, who 011 the-ir­
cameJs would ee.sily out­
strip the Israelites. 

G The men of Succoth will 
not risk the subsequent 
vengeance of the Midian­
ites by su1,plying 
Gidcon's men with food. 

The lncident illustrates 
the Jack of unity among 
the tribes. 

7Thresh. 
s From the valley of the· 

Jordan. 
9Intro., p. lxxxiv. 

IOThe keep or rentml 
tower of a walled town .. 

11 Intro., p. lxxxi. 
12 So the slaughter of Oreb 

and Zeeb had already 
taken place. 

13The road by which th" 
Arabs of the East made· 
their way to Palestine. 

Gideon appea1·s to hav<> 
made a detour and to 
have fallen ur,on tr,c 
Midianitesfrom the east. 

11 Considered themselves 
safe from pursuit. 

15 The sudden arrival of 
G i U o on o n c e more 
occasioned a 1mnic. 

The Punishment of Succoth and Penuel. 

13 And Gideon the son of Joash 
returned from battle a 1before the sun 
was up, 14 And caught a young man 
of the men of 2Succoth, and enquired 
of him : and he 3described unto him 
the 4princes of Succoth, and the 5elders 
thereof, even threescore and seventeen 
men. r5 And he came unto the men 

a see R. V. and comment, p. 88. 

I Lit. from the heights d 
Heres. 

z Gideon returns by lL 

different route, otherwise 
Penuel would have been 
punished first. 

3 '\Vrote down the names. 
4 0 fli c i a 1 s , heads o f 

families. 
5 Evidently the council r,1• 

senate, probably _ot 
seventy members with 
seven presidents. 
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of Succoth, and said, Behold Zebah 
and Zalmunna, with whom ye did up­
braid me, saying, Are the hands o[ 
Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine 
hand, that we should give bread unto 
thy men that are weary? 16 And he 
took the 6elders of the city, and thorns 
of the wilderness and briers, and with 
them 7he taught the men of Succoth. 
17 And he 8beat down the tower of 
Penuel, and slew the gmen of the city. 
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G Who were responsible 
for the rude reply of 
verse 6. 

7 Gave them a lesson. It 
may also be translated 
'thrm;hed. 1 

B Brake down. It was 
rebuilt by Jeroboam 
(1 Kings xii. 25). 

9 Elders or chief men. 

The Death of Zebah and Zalmunna. 
18 Then said he unto Zebah and 

Zalmunna, 1 What manner of men were 
they whom ye slew at 2Tabor? And 
they answered, As thou art, so were 
they; each one resembled 3 the children 
of a king. 19 And he said, They were 
my brethren, even the sons 4of my 
mother: as the LORD liveth, if ye had 
saved them alive, I would not slay you. 
20 And he said unto 5 J ether his first­
born, Up, and slay them. But the 
youth drew not his sword : for he feared, 
because he was yet a youth. 21 Then 
Zebah and Zalmunna said, 6Rise thou, 
and fall upon us : for as the man is, so i 

is his strength. And Gideon arose, 
and slew Zebah and Zalmunna, and 
took away the a7ornanients that were on 
their camels' necks. 

lLit. Where are the men? 
The question would indi­
cate to the princes that 
G i de o n intended to 
avenge their death. 

2 Intro., p. lxxxviii. The 
incident is not recorded. 

s An Eastern expression 
for beauty, strength and 
dignity. 

4i.e. of the same mother, 
so most closely akin to 
Gideon. They were not 
merely sons of his father, 
who may have had more 
than one wife. 

5 The heir and so the legal 
blood-avenger. Gideon 
in calling upon his son 
to perform the duty of 
avenging the death of 
those slain at Tabor 
desired: 

(1) To teach his son 
courage and fear­
lessness. 

(2) To give him honour 
in the eyes of his 
clan. 

(3) To add to the dis­
grace of the 

a see R.V. and comment, p. 88. ' Midianite princes. 
6 The Midian chiefs regard it as an insult that they should be put to death by a 

mere youth. ow.It! 
7 Crescent-shaped ornaments of gold worn on:the necks of men, women and camels. 

Gideon's Rule and Death. 
22 Then the men of Israel said unto 

Gideon, 1 Rule thou over us, both thou, 
and thy son, and thy son's son also: for 
thou hast 2delivered us from the hand 

1 The first indication of 
the desire of Israel to 
have a king, 

2 Saved. 
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of Midian. 23 And Gideon 3said unto 
them, I will not rule over you, neither 
shall my son rule over you : 4the LORD 

shall rule over you. 24 And Gideon 
said unto them, I would desire a request 
of you, that ye would give me every 
man the 5earrings of his 6prey. (For 
they had golden earrings, because they 
were Ishmaelites.) 25 And they an­
swered, We will willingly give them. 
And they spread a garment, and did cast 
therein every man the earrings of his 
prey. 26 And the weight of the golden 
earrings that he requested was a 
thousand and 7seven hundred shekels 
of gold ; beside a8ornaments, and 9collars, 
and 10purple raiment that was on the 
kings of Midian, and beside the chains 
that were about their camels' necks. 
27 And Gideon made an 11ephod there­
of, and put it in his city, even in 
Ophrah : and all Israel 12went thither 
a whoring after it : which thing 13be­
came a snare unto Gideon, and to his 
house. 28 Thus was 14 Midian subdued 
before the children of Israel, so that 
they lifted up their heads no more. 
And the country was in quietness 
I5forty years in the days of Gideon. 
29 And Jerubbaal the son of Joash 
went and dwelt in his own house. 30 
And Gideon had threescore and ten 
sons of his body begotten : 16for he had 
many wives. 31 And his concubine 
that was in Shechem, 17she also bare 
him a son, whose. name he called 
Abimelech. 32 And Gideon the son 
of Joash died in a good old age, and 
was buried in the sepulchre of Joash 
his father, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

a sec R.V. and comment, p. 88. 

[vm. 23-32 
s Gideon r e f us e s the 

honour with modesty 
1mdpiety. 

4 The Lord was the king. 
This was the first prin­
ciple of the theocracy. 

5 Lit. nose rings. 
espoil. 

The mistake of Gideon. 
In his desire to keep Israel 

united he would combine 
the offices of leadership 
and priesthood. 

He was strong in faith, so­
he could not deliberately 
have fallen awe.y from 
the worship of Jehovah. 

The facts are: 
(1) 'l'he priesthood was 

weak at the time, 
and he.d failed in 
its duty. 

(2) Gideon was strong, 
he had revived the 
national faith. 

Why not then unite the 
two offices of priest and 
judge in his own pe1·son? 
Would not this be the 
hest way of keeping 
Israel true to Jehovah? 

7 About seventy pounds. 
Bi.e. the golden crescents 

(see v. 21). 
9 Ear-drops, pendants. 

10 The royal colour. 
HA garment worn by the 

high priest when con• 
sulting Jehovah by 
means of the Urim and 
Thummim. 

12 Worshipped it. Idolatry 
is always regarded as 
spiritual adultery. 

13 Led them astray and he­
came the cause of the fal~ 
of the house of Gideon. 

14 This verse sums up the 
result of Gideon's ca1n­
paign. It describes the 
end of the Midian 
oppression an d t h e 
deliverance of Israel. 

15 A generation. 
16 So Gideon kept regal 

state-he was king in all 
but nan1e. 

17 She appears to have been 
a. Canaanitish woman 
(ix. 1-4). Josephus gives 
her name as Drurnah ; 
Jotham (ix. 18) calls he1· 
'maid-servant,' a con­
temvtuons reference to 
the mferior position she 
would hold in Gideon's 
household. 
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Renewal of Idolatry by Israel. 

33 And it came to pass, 1as soon as 
Gideon was dead, that the children of 
Israel turned again, and went a whoring 
after 2Baalim, and made 3Baal-berith 
their god. 34 And the children of 
Israel 4remembered not the LORD their 
God, who had delivered them out of 
the hands of all their enemies on every 
side : 35 Neither 5shewed they kind­
ness to the house of Jerubbaal, namely, 
Gideon, according to all the goodness 
which he had shewed unto Israel. 

9. And Abimelech the son of J erub­
baal went to 1Shechem unto his mother's 
brethren, and communed with them, 
and with all the family of the house of 
his mother's father, saying, 2 Speak, 
I pray you, in the ears of all the 2men 
of Shechem, Whether is better for you, 
either that all the sons of J erubbaal, 
which are threescore and te11 persons, 
3reign over you, or that one reign over 
you ? remember also that I'. am your 
bone and your flesh, 3 And his 
mother's brethren 4spake of him in the 
ears of all the 5men of Shechem all 
these words : and their hearts inclined 
to follow Abirnelech; for they said, He 
is our brother. 4 And they gave him 
threescore and ten 6pieces of silver out 
of 7the house of Baal-berith, wherewith 
Abimelech hired 8vain and light persons, 
which followed him. 5 And he went 
unto his father's house at Opbrah, and 
slew bis brethren the sons of J erubbaal, 
being threescore and ten persons, 9 upon 
one stone : notwithstanding yet J otham 
the youngest son of J erubbaal was left ; 

1 Gideon's personal i n -
f!uence had restrained 
them whilst he wasali.e. 

2 The Baalim. 
s Baal of the covenant. 
The worship of the Ephod, 

the symbol of Jehovah, 
soon degenerated into 
idol worship, 

In like manner the c11,lf­
worship 0f Jerobo11,m 
was followed by the Baal 
worship of Ahab, 

• Ungmteful for their past 
deliverance, they ceased 
to be anxious to serve 
Hin1, 

•Ingratitude to Jehovah 
led them to neglect the 
family of Gideon, 

1 Intro., p, lxxxv. 
His n1other's relatives 

were probably Canaan­
ites. 

2 Chief men, lords. 
SRule. 
4 The plot w a s thus 

secretly concocted, 
6 Chief men, lords. 
The plot was hatched at 

Shechem, the murder of 
the sons of Gideon took 
place at Ophrah ( v. 5). 

6Shekels. 
7 The temple, i.e. they 

took the money ont of 
the temple treasury. 

B Vagabond cut-throats. 
ready for any act oi 
villainy so long as they 
were paid for it. 

9A sacrifice (as itwere)to 
Baal. Perhaps the rock 
on which Gideon had 
erected his altar. 

The first mention of the 
wholesale slaughter of 
a dynasty. 

Baasha slew all the 
house of Jeroboam 
(l Kings :,;v. 29). 

Z imri slew all the 
house of Baasha (1 
Kings xvi. 11). 

Jehu slew all the house 
of Ahab (2 Kings x. 
1-11). 

Athaliah slew all th" 
seed royal (2 King; 
xi.1). 
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for he hid himself. 6 And all the men 
of Shechem gathered together, and all 
the lOhouse of 11 Millo, and went, and 
made Abimelech king, by the a12plain of 
the pillar that was in Shechem. 

a see R.V ., and comment, p. 88. 

Why did the chiefs of Shechem follow Ablmelech? 

[rx. 6-13 

10 The garrison, 
11 The citadel or fortress 

of Shechem 
12oak or terebinth; i.e. 

the sacred tree that 
stood by the memorial 
stone set up by Joshua 
(Josh. xxiv, 26). 

If they were Canaanites it is clear their sympathy would be with Abimelech, 
who was of Canaanite blood on his mother's side. 

If Ephraimites they may have been jealous of being ruled by princes of the 
-tribe of Manasseh, and so have been inclined to one who was a Shechemite. 

So Abimelech's cause would be favoured both by discontented Ephraimites of 
Shechem, and by the whole native population. 

His rule does not appear to have extended further than Shechem and the 
immediate neighbourhood. 

The Parable of Jotham. 
h d 

· h 1 Intro., p. lxxxv. J otham 7 And when t ey tol 1t to Jot am, might well stand on the 
he went and stood in the top of !mount height on one side of the 

valley and be heard 
Gerizim, and lifted up his voice, and across it. He would have 
cried, and said unto them, Hearken ample time to make his escape ere his pursuers 
unto me, ye men of Shechem, that God crossed the intervening 

valley. 
may hearken unto you. 8 2The trees 2The lirstfahle. 

t f th t . t · t k · There is only one other 
wen or on a 1me o an01n a ing fable in scripture. It is 
over them ; and they said unto the found in 2 Kings xiv. 9. 

olive tree, Reign thou over us. 9 But 
0t~0

!!~c:a:~~ween para-
the olive tree said unto them, Should I l"abie: 

(1) Treats of morality 
leave my 3fatness, wherewith 'by me or worldly wisdDm, 
they honour God and man, and go f~ths~th spiritual 
to a4be promoted over the trees? 10 And (2) A fanciful story. 

in which animals· 
the trees said to the fig tree, Come often act and speak 
thou, and reign over us. I I But the Parab~! ~uman beings. 
fig tree said unto them, Should I for- (ll Treats of some 

k d d f · spiritual truth, 
sa e_ my sweetness, an my goo rmt, (2) Is a natural story, a 
and go ato be promoted over the trees ? narrative of every­

day life. 
12 Then said the trees unto the vine, BAllnding to the oil used 
Come thou, and reign over us. 13 And in the meat-offerings. 

• Margin "to go up and 
the vine said unto them, Should I leave down for other trees." 

· h' h • h h G d d The meaning is however my wine, w 1c c eeret o an man, "to float about," and is 
d rendered elsewhere by 

aseeR,V.an comment,p._88. •'to sta.gger,'' -'~to 
Tims we get the contrast, viz. wander." 

Rooted in the ground, the olive, fig and vine bear fruit-the position is stable 
and solid. 

Over the trees, i.e. uprooted-the position is unstable and insecure. 
Probably also au allusion to the instability of regal power. 

5 Alluding to the wine used in the drink offerings. 
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and go ato be promoted over the trees ? 
14 Then said all the trees unto the 
bramble, Come thou, and reign over 
us. 15 And the bramble said unto the 
trees, 6If in truth ye anoint me king 
over you, then come and put your 
trust in my shadow : and if not, let fire 
come out of the 7bramble, and devour 
the 8cedars of Lebanon. 16 Now 
therefore, if ye have done truly and 
sincerely, in that ye have made 
Abirr:elech king, and if ye have dealt 
well with Jerubbaal and his house, and 
have done unto him according to the 
deserving of his hands; 17 (For my 
father fought for you, and 9adventured 
his life far, and delivered you out of 
the hand of Midian : 18 And ye are 
risen up against my father's house this 
day, and have slain his sons, three­
score and ten persons, upon one stone, 
and have made Abimelech, the 10son of 
his maidservant, king over the men of 
Shechem, because he is your brother;) 
19 If ye then have dealt truly and 
sincerely with Jerubbaal and with his 
_house this day, then rejoice ye in 
Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in 
you: 20 But if not, let 11fire come out 
from Abimelech, and devour the men 
of Shechem, and the 1Zhouse of Millo; 
and let fire come out from the men of 
Shechem, and from the 12house of Millo, 
and devour Abimelech. 21 And 
Jotham ran away, and fled, and went 
to 13Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of 
Abimelech his brother. 

39 

0 The astonished bramble 
cannot conceive that the 
trees were serious in 
their offer, 

7 The most worthless of 
trees, 

BThe most noble of trees. 
A burning bramble might 
set fire to lofty trees. 
So the ambitiousAbime­
lech brought ruin on 
himself, and others bet­
ter than himself, 

9 Put his life in peril. 
The application of the 
fable, 

Trees = nation of Israel. 
Olive, fig, v i n e = good. 
honourable, religious 
men~ who refused king. 
ship because they had 
other work in the world, 
and because God had 
not yet approved of a 
monarchy. 

Gideon had declined the 
position of king. 

Bramble=wortbless, self-
seeking, ambitious n1en 
like Abimelech. 

Fire = the result of their 
schemes. T h e usual 
issue of such self-seeking 
ambition is ultimately 
ruin; the schemes ending 
ia strife and bloodshed. 

l0Contemptuous reference 
to the inferior position 
of Abimelech's mot-her 
in Gideon'• household. 

Jotham reminds the 
Shechemites of the great 
deli v-erance wrought for 
them by Gideon, and 
charges them with base 
ingratitude - they had 
put to death seventy 
sons of their great bene­
factor. 

11 How prophetic of the 
future of Shechem and 
Abirnelech. 

12See v.16. 
a see R.V. and comment, p. 88. lS Intro., p. lxxi. 

The other fable in Scripture was spoken by Jeh<msh, king of Israel, to Amaziah, 
king of Judah-

" The thistle that ,vas in Lebanon sent to tlw cedar that ,11a., in Lebrmm,, 
saying, G-ive thy dai,gl,ter to my son to wife: and t111i-e passed by a wild beast tlw t 
was in Lebanon, and tro,le down the thistle" (2 Kings xiv. 9). 
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The Rebellion of Gaal. 

22 When Abimelech alhad reigned 
three years over Israel, 23 Then God 
~nJ :an ~viLs.pirit between Abimelech­
and the men of Shechem ; and the men 
of Shechem 3dealt treacherously with 
Abimelech: 24 That the 4cruelty done 
to the threescore and ten sons of J erub­
baal might come, and their blood be 
laid upon Abimelech their brother, 
which slew them ; and upon the men 
of Shechem, which baided him in the 
killing of his brethren. 25 And the 
men of Shechem 5set liers in wait 6for 
him in the top of the mountains, and 
they robbed all that came along that 
way by them : and it was told 
7,-\.bimelech. 26 And 8Gaal the son of 
Ebed came with his brethren, and 
9went over to Shechem : and the men 
of Shechem put their 10con:fidence in 
him. 27 And they went out into the 
fields, and gathered their vineyards, 
and trade the grapes, and cmade merry, 
and 11went into the house of their 12god, 
and did eat and drink, and 13cursed 
Abimelech. 28 And Gaal the son of 
Ehed said, \Vho is Abimelech, and 
who is HShechem, that we should 
serve him ? is not he the 15son of 
J erubbaal ? and Z_ebul his 16officer ? 
I7serve the men of"i8Hamor theTalher 
of Shecbem : for why should we serve 
19him ? 29 And 20 would to God this 

[IX. 22-29 

1 Lit. 11 been a prince,,-_ 
i.e. regarded as a king at 
She chem only. The rest 
of Israel looked upon him 
as a prince or petty 
chieft-ain. 

2 A spirit of dissension or 
faction. 

• Formed a secret plot 
against his authority. 

4 An intimation that this 
conspiracy was brought 
a b o u t by God as a 
punishment for the 
,iolence done to the 
house of Gideon, 

Abimelech and the men of 
Shechem were the guilty 
parties. 

Punishment fa 11 s upon 
both parties by their owu 
deed in quarrelling 
among themselves. 

5 The conspiracy origi­
nate d in brigandage. 
The great routes from 
Judah to the north and 
from Gilead to the west 
passed near Shechem. 

6 For Abimelech-perha.ps 
hoping to seize his 
person. 

7Who took no steps 
against the brigands, 
and so the conspiracy 
developed. 

s Probably a Canaanitish 
adventurer. 

~ Passed over the moun­
tains and entered the 
town. 

JO Espoused his cause. 
u The plot came to a 

bead at the time of vintr 
age during an idolatrous 
feast in the temple of 
Baal-berith. 

l>Baal-berith. We may 
n o t e how thoroughly 
Shecbem was given over 
to idolatry. 

13Reviled. 
H This prince over She­

chern, i.e. what are his 
asee R.V. and comment, p. 89. bsee R.V. and claims to rule in 

comment, p. 89. c see R.V. and comment, p. 89. Shechem? 
1., ,o connecte<l neitbe1· with Ephraim, nor with the Canaanites. Gideon cast down 

Jlaal's altar, why then should his son rule over Baal's worshippers? A subtle 
appeal to nationality, tribal jealousy and religion. 

l6Lit. overseer. 
17 Let us serve our old native princes. 
18 Int-ro., p. xlvii. 
19 A bimelech. 
20 Gaal wished he were ruler of the city, then he would depose Abimelech. 
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people were under my hand ! then 
would I remove Abimelech. And he 
said to Abimelech, 21 Increase thine 
army, and come out, 30 And when 
Zebu! the ruler of the city heard the 
words of Gaal the son of Ebed, his 
anger was 22kindled. 3 I And he sent 
messengers unto Abimelech 23privily, 
saying, Behold, Gaal the son of Ebed 
and his brethren be come to Shechem ; 
and, behold, dthey 24/ortify the city against 
thee. 32 Now therefore up 25by night, 
thou and the people that is with thee, 
and lie 26in wait 27in the field : 33 
And it shall be, that in the morning, as 
soon as the sun is up, thou shalt rise 
early, and 2Bset upon the city: and, 
behold, when he and the people that is 
with him come out against thee, then 
mayest thou do to them as 2Bchou shalt 
find occasion. 

d see R. V. and comment, p. 89, 

'1Addressed to the rebels 
= I would call him to 
gather his forces to­
gether and fight out the 
issue. 

22Hoi against Gaal. 
23 Secretly. 

24 "'~lake a st:ong party in 
the city against thee," 
or" h-ave seized the city 
a.gainst thee. 11 

25 Quickly and secretly to 
take them by surprise. 

26i,e. in ambush. 
27 Outside the city, to sur­

prise the Shechemites 
when they came out to 
gather in the vintage. 

2s Array your troops 
against the city I i.e. issue 
from ambush and draw 
up your forces for attack, 

29·As opportnnity may 
arise. 

Abimelech Defeats Gaal and Captures Shechem. 

34 And Abimelech lrose up, and all 
the people that were with him, by night, 
and they 2laid wait against Shechem in 
four companies. 35 And Gaal the son 
of Ebed went out, and 3stood in the 
entering of the gate of the city: and 
Abimelech rose up, and the people that 
were with him, from 4lying in wait. 36 
And when Gaal saw the people, he said 
to Zebu!, Behold, there come people 
down from the top of the mountains. 
And Zebu! said unto him, 5Thou seest 
the shadow of the mountains as if they 
were men. 37 And Gaal spake again 
and said, 6See there come people down 
by the middle of the land, and another 

1 He followed the advice 
of Zebul. 

2For the tactics see v. 44, 
The generalship of Gaal 
em,blcd the Shcchemites 
to regain the gate,tnough 
they were defeated in 
the open. 

s Having assumed the rule 
of the city he wonld go 
t b ere to administer 
justice. 

4 Their ambush. 

" The object of Ze bul 
was to divert Gaalfrom 
noticing the arrival of 
Abimclech till it was too 
late to shut the gates 
and offer effectual resis­
tance. 

s Gaal catches sight of not 
only one company but of 
t,vo. 
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company aicome along by the plain of 
Meonenim. 38 Then said Zebul unto 
him, vVhere is now 8thy mouth, where­
with thou saidst, 'Who is Abimelech, 
that we should serve him ? is not this 
the people that thou hast despised ? go 
out, I pray now, and fight with them. 
39 And Gaal went out 9before the men 
of Shechem, and fought with Abimelech. 
40 And Abimelech 10chased him, and he 
fled before him, and many were over­
thrown and wounded, even unto the 
entering of the gate. 41 And Abime­
lech lldwelt at Arumah : and Zebul 
12thrust out Gaal and his brethren, that 
they should not dwell in Shechem. 42 
And it came to pass 13on the morrow, 
that the people Hwent out into the field; 
and they told Abimelech. 43 And be 
took 15the people, and divided them into 
16three companies, and laid wait in the 
field, and looked, and, behold, the people 
were come forth out of the city ; and he 
rose up against them, and smote them. 
44 And Abimelech, and the company 
that was with him, rushed forward, and 
stood in the entering of the gate of the 
city: and the two other companies ran 
upon all the people that were in the 
fields, and slew them. 45 And Abime­
lech fought against the city all that day ; 
and he took the city, and slew the 
people that was therein, and beat down 
the city, and 17sowed it with salt. 

a see R.V. and comment, p. 88. 

7 By the 'l>ay of the oak of 
the soothsayers. 

8 Thy words of boasting. 
Zebul now drops dis­
simulation and chal­
lenges Gaal to go out and 
fight with Abimelech. 

9 As their leader. 

10 Defeated him in the 
open and chased him 
towards the city. Gaal 
evidently regained the 
city. 

11 Retired for the night to 
Arunu1h, waiting a 
further opportunity. He 
was not strong enough 
to take the city. 

12 Zehul was strong enough 
to expel Gaal and his 
party, but be could not 
persuade the citizens to 
receive Abimelecb. 

13 After Gaal was thrust 
out. 

H Going to their work with­
out a n y suspicion of 
being attacl<ed. 

15 His own forces. 
16 V. 44 explains the dis­

pcsition of bis forces. 
Two companies were to 
..ttack those in the open 
country, the third was 
to make a rush and sei,rn 
the gate . Abimelech 
commanded this com­
pany Jn person. 

17Symbolical of desolation, 
salb being an emblem of 
barrenness. 

The Death of Abimelech. 
46 And when all 1the men of the 

tower of Shechem heard that, they 
entered into an 2hold of the house of the 
god Beritb. 47 And it \Yas told Abi-

1 The garrison of Millo 
(seep. 38). 

2 Fortress, stronghold; the 
temple was probably 
fortified. They had fled 
there as to a sanctuary. 
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melech, that all the men of the tower of 
Shechem 3were gathered together. 48 
And Abimelech gat him up to mount 
4Zalmon, he and all the people that 
were with him ; and Abimelech took an 
axe in his hand, and cut down a bough 
from the trees, and took it, and laid it 
on his shoulder, and said unto the people 
that were with him, What ye have seen 
me do, make haste, and do as I have 
done. 49 And all the people likewise 
cut down every man his bough, and 
followed Abirnelech, and put them to 
the hold, and 5set the hold on fire upon 
them; so that all the men of the tower 
of Shechem died also, about a thousand 
men and women. 50 Then went Abi­
melech to 6Thebez, and encamped 
against Thebez, and took it. 5 r But 
there was a strong tower . within the 
city, and thither fled all the men and 
women, and all 7they of the city, and 
shut it to them, and gat them up to 8the 
top of the tower. 52 And Abimelech 
came unto the tower, and fought against 
it, and went 9hard unto the door of the 
tower to 10burn it with fire. 53 And a 
certain w~man ca~t a piece of 11~Hp.t9ne 
upon Abnnelech s head, and'''12alI; to 
13brake his 14scull. 54 Then he called 
hastily unto the young man his 
15armourbearer, and said unto him, 
16Draw thy sword, and slay me, that 
17men say not of me, 18A woman slew 
him. And his young man thrust him 
through, and he died. 55 And when 
the men of Israel saw that Abimelech 
was dead, they 19departed every 
man unto his place. 56 Thus God 
20 arendered the wickedness of Abime-

a see R.V. and comment, p. 89, 

43 

3 Taken refuge in o n e 
place, 

4 See Intro., p, lxxxviii. 
Abimelech went to fetch 
wood to set the temple 
on fire. 

5 So literally fulfilling the 
curse pronounced by 
Jotham (v. 2U). 

6 Intro., p. ]xxxviii. 
7 The chiefs or rulers. 
s i.e. the flat roof of the 

tower. 
9Close. 

10 Intending to serve the 
refugees as he had 
trea te<l those of Shec­
hern (v. 49). 

11 The upper. stone of a 
hand-mill. 

ISA11to = entirely, ntterly. 
It is an a<lverb (seep. 94). 

1" Brake is past tense, and 
not an infinitive. 

14 The millstone crushed 
his head all to pieces, 

15 =esquire, of the middle 
ages. 

16So Saul called upon his 
armourbearer to s l 11 y 
him lest he should fall 
alive unto the hands of 
the Philistines (1 Sam. 
xxxi. 4J. 

17 Those who had sided 
with Abimelech when 
the men of Shechem 
revolted. 

18 It was considered a dis­
grace for a warrior to 
fall by the hand of a 
woman. 

W The death of the leader 
was generally the signal 
for the dispersal of an 
Eastern army (1 Kings 
xxii. 36\ 

~o Requited, i.e. brought the 
consequences of his own 
violence a n d cruelty 
upon his own head. 

Abimelech is punished for 
his sin against his 
father. 
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The Shechemites for their 
ingratitude towards 
Gideon. 

21 The sins of the two 
parties recoil upon thejr 
own beaclst and bring 
11,bout the fulfilment of 
the curse pronounced by 
Jotham. 

Jech, which he did unto his father, in 
slaying his seventy brethren: 57 And 
all the evil of the men of Shechem did 
God arender upon their heads: and 
upon 21tbem came the curse of J otham 
the son of J erubbaal. The death of Abimelech 

put an end for a time to any hope of the establishment of a monarchy. 
The death of Abimelech was long a warning to besiegers not Co approach too near 

the walls of a beleag,uered city. Joab makes 11,llusiou le it when he sends David 
the tidings of the death of Uriah the Hittite before the walls of Rabbah (2 Sam, 
xl. 21). 

Tola and Jair Judges. 

10. And 1after Abimelech there arose 
to 2defend Israel 3Tola the son of Puah, 
the son of Dodo, a man of Issachar; and 
he dwelt in Shamir in a4mount Ephraim. 
2 And he judged Israel twenty and 
three years, and died, and was buried in 
Shamir. 3 And after him arose 5Jair, a 
Gileadite, and judged Israel twenty and 
two years. 4 And he had thirty sons 
that rode on thirty 6ass colts, and they 
had thirty cities, which are called 
7Havoth-jair unto this day, which are in 
the land of Gilead. 5 And J air died, 
and was buried in Camon. 

a see n:v. and comment, p. 86. 

1 After the time of Abime­
lech, not in succession 
to him. Abimclech is 
not counted among the 
Judges. 

2 Lit. to save. 
3Intro, p. xxvii. 
4 The hill country of Eph• 

raim. Tola chose this as 
a residence because of 
its central position. So 
Deborah dwelt in Mount 
Ephraim (iv. 5). 

5 Intro., p. xxvii. 
6 The animal ridden by 

persons in high position 
(see also v. 10, xii. 14). 

7 Intro., p. Ixxvii. = the 
villages of Jair. The 
name was give to cer­
tain villages in Bashan 
conquered by Jair (Num. 
xxxii. 41). 

Israel again relapses into Idolatry. 

6 And the children of Israel did evil 
again in the sight of the LORD, and 
served lBaalim, and 2Ashtaroth, and 
the gods of Syria, and the gods of 
Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the 
gods of the children of Ammon, and the 
gods of the Philistines, and forsook the 
LORD, and served not him. 7 And the 
anger of the LoRD was hot against 
Israel, and he sold them into the 3hands 
of the Philistines, and into 4the hands 
of the children of Ammon. 8 And 

On these gods (see Intro., 
p. xliv.). 

1 The Baalirn. 
2 The Ashforoth. 
Seven gods are mentioned 

here, and in vv. 11-12 we 
find seven oppressions 
from which Israel had 
been delivered. 

3 Pressirlg on Judah from 
the south, The oppres­
sion of the Philistines is 
narrated in chaps. xiil.­
xvi. 

4Attackingthetribes east 
of Jordan, and pushing 
their inroads as far as 
Ephraim and Judah (v. 
9). 
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6that year they vexed and oppressed the 
children of Israel : eighteen years, all 
the children of Israel that were on the 
-0ther side Jordan in the 6land of the 
Amorites, which is in 7Gilead. 9 
Moreover the children of Ammon 
passed over Jordan to fight also against 
Judah, and against Benjamin, and 
against the house of Ephraim; so that 
Israel was sore distressed, 

Repentance of Israel. 

10 And the children of Israel cried 
unto the LORD, saying, \Ve have sinned 
against thee, both because we have 
forsaken our God, and also served 
1 Baalim. r r And the LORD .said unto 
the children of Israel, Did not I deliver 
you from the 2Egyptians, and from the 
.SAmorites, from the children of 4Ammon, 
and from 5the Philistines? 12 The 
6Zidonians also, and the 7Amalekites, 
and the 8Maonites, did oppress you; 
and ye cried to me, and I adetivtred you 
out of their hand. 13 Yet ye have 
forsaken me, and served other gods: 
1lwherefore I will adcliver you no more. 
14 Go and cry unto the gods which ye 
have chosen; let them deliver you in 
the time of your tribulation. 15 And 
the children of Israel said unto the 
LoRD, We have sinned: do thou unto 
us whatsoever seemeth good unto thee ; 
deliver us only, we pray thee, this day. 
16 And they put away the 10strange 
gods from among them, and served the 
LoRD : and his soul was grieved for 
the misery of Israel. 17 Then the 
<:hildren of Ammon were gathered 
together, and encamped in Gilead. 

a see R.V. and comment, p. 85. 

4S 

5 Either the year in which 
God "sold them into 
the hands" of the Philis­
tines and Ammonites 
or the year in which 
the Ammonites passed 
beyond Jordan, an act 
which appears to have 
moved Israel to re­
pentance. 

6 i.e. the district formerly 
ruled over by Sihon and 
Og. 

1 Here = the whole dis­
trict east of Jordan. 

1 The naalim. 
Seven gods nan1ed in vv. 

6-!l. Now seven deliver­
ances are mentioned. 

z Ex. xii. 29-36 (Moses). 
BNum. xxi. 2-3 (Moses), 
41n league with ll'!oab, 

Judges iii. 15 (Ehud), • 
5 Judges iii. 31 (Shamgar). 
6 In the army of Jabin. 

Judges v. rn (Barak). 
7 Judges vi. 34 (Gideon), 
8 Intro. p. !xiii. The Sep• 

tuagint has ".:i.11idian­
ites," which may be the 
correct reading. 

n A threat with an unex­
pressed condition. As 
long as Israel worshipped 
other gods they must 
expect n o assistance 
from Jehovah. 

10 i.e. gods of foreign 
nations. 

The putting away of these 
idols was a sign of 
genuine repentance, and 
so God once more had 
con1passion o n H i s 
people. 
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And the children of Israel assembled 
themselves together, and encamped in 
11 Mizpeh. 18 And the people and 
princes of Gilead said one to another, 
12What man is he that will begin to 
fight against the children of Ammon? 
he shall be head over all the inhabitants 
of Gilead. 

[x. r8-xr. 8 

n Mjzpeh in Gilead (Intro., 
p. Ixxxiii.). The natural 
place for the gathering 
of t h e tribes east of 
Jordan. 

12 They want a leader. 
What man will come 
forward and lead them 
against the Ammonites? 
To him they promise 
the headship of the 
Eastern tribes.1 

The Early History of Jephthah. 

11. Now Jephthah 1the Gileadite was 
~a mighty man of valour, and he was 
the son of an harlot: and 3Gilead.begat 
Jephthah. 2 And Gilead's 4wife bare 
him sons; and his wife's sons grew up, 
and they thrust out Jephthah, and said 
unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in our 
father's house; for thou art the son of 
a strange woman. 3 Then Jephthah 
fled from his brethren, and dwelt in the 
land of •Tob : and there were gathered 
6vain men to Jephthah, and went out 
with him. 

1 The son of Gilead, 

2 So the angel addresses 
Gideon (vi. 12). 

3 A family name in the 
tribe of Manasseh. 

• Lawful wife. 

0 Intro., p. lxxxviii· A dis­
trict north of Gilead 
towards Syria. 

6 ldle men preferring lh<> 
wild life of independence. 
In like manner a band of 
followers gathered round 
David tl Sam, xxii. 1). 

Jephthah Elected to the Leadership. 

4 And it came to pass 1in process of 
time, that the children of 2 Ammon 
made war against Israel. 5 And it 
was so, that when the children of 
Ammon made war against Israel, the 
elders of Gilead went to fetch 3Jephthah 
out of the land of Tob : 6 And they 
said unto· Jephthah, Come, and be our 
4captain, that we may fight with the 
children of Ammon. 7 And J ephthah 
said unto 5the elders of Gilead, Did not 
ye hate me, and expel me out of my 
father's house ? and why are ye come 
unto me now when ye are in distress? 
8 And the elders of Gilead said unto 
J ephthah, 6Therefore we turn again to 

I Several years after the 
expulsion of JeI?hthah. 
at the end of the eighteen 
years oppression. 

,2 Intro., p. 11.x, 

3 J ephthah had evidently 
earned fame 11s a free­
booter. His trained band 
would be of great assis­
tanee in the coming 
contest. 

•Leader in the war. 

5 The leaders of the tribe 
had joined in the ex­
pulsion of J ephthah. 

6 Bee a.use we formerly­
acted unjustly towards 
you, now we will remedy 
our error. 
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thee now, that thou mayest go with 
us, and fight against the children of 
Ammon, and 7be our head over all the 
inhabitants of Gilead. 9 And J ephthah 
said unto the elders of Gilead, If ye 
bring me home again to fight against 
the children of Ammon, and 8the LoRD 
deliver them before me, shall I be your 
head? 10 And the elders of Gilead 
said unto J ephthah, 9 The LORD be 
witness between us, if we do not so 
according to thy words. I I Then 
Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, 
and the people made him head and 
captain over them : and J ephthah 
10uttered all his words before the LORD 
in n Mizpeh. 

ABIMELECH. 

47 
7We will make you head 

of the clan. They ap­
pealed to J e1ihthah's 
generosity. 

S-Tbe faith of J ephthah is 
shown by his appe>1l to 
Jehovah. "If the Lord 
delivtw them before me." 

9 The undertaking is ina,u­
gurated by a solemn 
r a tifi cation before 
Jehovah of the agree-
1nent made between 
Jephth&h and the elders 
of Gilead. 

J ephthah bargained for 
the headship; in this his 
act i o'n contrasts un­
favourably with that of 
Gideon in rejectingking­
ship, but the ratification 
of the oath was not 
designed merely to bind 
the men of Gilead. It 
was a solemn appeal to 
Jehovah. 

lOMay signify some form 
of oath. 

11 Intro, p. lx:xxiij, 

JEPHTHAH. 
1. The son of Gideon's concubine. 1. The son of a strange woman. 
2. Left his father's house of his own 

accord to plan treason. 
2. Driven out by his brothers from his 

father's inheritance. 
3. Appealed to the Shechemites to assist 

him in his ambition and succeeded. 
3. Appealed to the 'elders of Gilead' to 

redress his w1·ongs1 but in vain. 
4. Abimelech hired his band of •vain' 

fellows for the purpose of murdering 
his brethren. 

5. Abimelech destroyed Shechem. 

4. Jephthahand his freebooters did not 
war against his father's house, but 
probably gained fame as fighting 
aga,inst Arnrnon. 

5, Jcphthah saved Gilead. 

Preliminary Negotiations before Actual Warfare. 
I 2 And Jephthah sent 1messengers 1 To endeavour to clear up 

f the cause of quarrel. 
unto the king of the children o Ammon, 
saying, 2What hast thou to do with me, 
that thou art come against 3me to fight 
in my land? 13 And the king of the 
children of Ammon answered unto the 
messengers of J ephthah, Because Israel 
took away my land, when they came 
up out of Egypt, from 4Arnon even unto 
-0Jabbok, and unto Jordan: now there­
fore restore those lands again peaceably, 
I 4 And J ephthah sent messengers again 
unto the king of the children of 

~ What is your object? 
3Jephthah speaks as head 

of Gilead. 

'Intro., p. lxxi. 

5 Intro., p. lxxix. 
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Ammon: 15 And said unto him, Thus 
saith Jephthah, Israel 6took not away 
the land of Moab, nor the land of the 
children of Ammon: 16 But when 
Israel came up from Egypt, and walked 
through the wilderness unto the Red 
sea, and came to 7Kadesh; 17 Then 
Israel 8sent messengers unto the king 
of Edam, saying, Let me, I pray thee, 
pass through thy land: but the 9king 
of Edam would not hearken thereto. 
And in like manner 10they sent unto 
the king of Moab : but he would not 
consent : and Israel abode in Kadesh. 
18 Then they went along through the 
wilderness, and 11compassed the land of 
Edam, and the land of Moab, and came 
by the east side of the land of Moab, 
and pitched on the 12other side of Arnon, 
but came not within the border of 
Moab : for Amon 13was the border of 
Moab. 19 And Israel sent messengers 
unto HSihon king of the Amorites, the 
king of is Heshbon ; and Israel said 
unto him, Let us pass, we pray thee, 
through thy land into my place. 
20 But Sihon 16 trusted not Israel to 
pass through his 19coast : but Sihon 
gathered all his people together, and 
pitched in 17J ahaz, and fought against 
Israel. 2 I And the Lo RD God of 
Israel delivered Sihon and all his people 
into the hand of Israel, and they smote 
them : so Israel possessed all 18the land 
of the Amorites, the inhabitants of that 
country. 22 And they possessed all 
the 19coasts of the Amorites, from Arnon 
even unto Jabbok, and from ~0the wilder­
ness even unto Jordan.- 23 So now the 
LoRD God of Israel hath dispossessed 
the Amorites from before his people 

[xr. 15-23 

G They refrained f r o m 
doing so by special com­
umud of God. 

71,"um. xx.1. Intro. p.lxxxi. 

B Num. xx. 14-17. 

9Num. xx. 18, 

ID Tb ere is uo actual 
mention of au embassy 
to ;>,Ioab. 

llWent round; made uo 
effort to force their way 
through, 

12 The north side away 
fromMoab. 

18The river was the 
no1·thern boundary of 
Moab. 

14 Intro., p. Ii, 
I~ Intro., p. lxxviii. 

1e Put no confidence in the 
wor<l of Israel. 

17 Intro., p. lxxix. 

IBNot of the Ammonites 
nor of the Moabites. 

I9Border. 

20 Of Arabia east of Gilead. 
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Israel, and shouldest thou possess it ? 
24 Wilt not thou possess that which 
21Chemosh thy god giveth thee to 
_possess? So whomsoever the LORD 

our God shall drive out from before us, 
them will we possess. 25 And now art 
thou any thing better than 22Balak the 
son of Zippor, king of Moab? did he 
ever strive against Israel, or did he ever 
fight against them. 26 VVhile Israel 
dwelt in Heshbon and 23her towns, and 
in 24Aroer and her towns, and in all the 
cities that be along by the coasts of 
Arnon, three hundred years? why 
therefore did ye not recover them within 
that time? 27 Wherefore I have not 
sinned against thee, but thou doest me 
wrong to war against me: the LORD 

the 25Judge be judge this day between 
the children of Israel and the children 
of Ammon. 28 Howbeit the king of 
the children of Ammon hearkened not 
unto the words of Jephthah which he 
26sent him. 

49 

n Intro., p. xliii, The God 
of Moab, but also wor­
shipped by Ammon. 

22Intro., p. xlvi. Though 
king of Moab he did not 
dispute the title of Ismel 
to the conquered land. 

2s Dependent towns (sec i. 
27). 

•• Intro , p. lxxi 

25 Vindicator. Will show 
which of us is the right­
ful claimant. 

26i.e. by his ambassadors. 

TIIE FIRST EMBASSY. 

Demand of Jephthah. 
Why do the Ammonites make wccr against Israel? 

Reply of the Ammonite•. 
(1) A cl.aim to the land lying between the Arnon and the Jabbok, 
(2) A demand for the peaceful restoration of this territory. 

The land demanded by the Ammoniteswas occuried by Gad and Reuben. 

TlIE SECOND EMBASSY. 

Jephthah disputes the statement of the King of Ammon, 
(1) He denies that the land in dispute ever belonged to Ammon, 
(2) He supports his statement by historical facts, viz.: 

I. In the journey from Egypt to Canaan Israel had Rttacked neither Moab uor 
Edom. . 

'l'hey had asked permission to march through the lands of these nations, 
This: pe1·n1~ssion was refused. 
They then marched round these territories, and when they made for th~ 

Jordan on the east they directed their course north of the Arnon, t-lw 
northern boundary of Moab (vv. 15-18). 

'l.'herejore no territory had been takenfroni 1',Ioab (v. 18). 
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II. The conquered territory belonged to the Amorites. 
Sihon had refused Israel a passage through his land. 
He had gratuitously provoked a contest. 
He had been defeated, and Israel occupied his territory (vv. 19-22). 

Therefore Israel siwceeded. the Arnorites (v. 22). 

III. Ammon had never claimed the Amorites' land whilst the Amorites held it. 
So their present claim is preposterous. 

IV. The land had once been Moabite land, but Chemosh, their god, had not 
secured them in possession. 

Jehovah, God of Israel, had given the land to His people (vv. 23-241. 

V. When Israel defeated the Amorites, Balak did not put forward a claim to the 
conquered territory, much Jess did he fight for it (v. 25). 

VI. Israel's claim had been left unchallenged for 300 years (v, 26). 
The basis of Israel's claim is : 

(1) Actual possession. 
(2) Conquest. 
(3) Undisputed occupation for 300 years, 

VII. So Israel's claim is just, and if Ammon choose to fight, the Lorcl will be the 
Judge (v. 27). 

Jephthah's Vow. His Victory. 

29 Then the 1Spirit of the LoRD 
came upon Jephthah, and 2he passed 
over Gilead, and Manasseh, and 3passed 
over Mizpeh of Gilead, and from 
Mizpeh of Gilead he 4passed over unto 
the children of Ammon. 30 And 
J ephthah 5vowed a vow unto the Lo RD, 
and said, If thou shalt without fail 
deliver the children of Ammon into 
mine hands, 3 r Then it shall be, that 
whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of 
my house to meet me, when I return in 
peace from the children of Ammon, 
shall surely be the LoRD's, and I will 
offer it up for a 6burnt offering. 32 So 
Jephthah passed over unto the children 
of Ammon to fight against them ; and 
the LoRD delivered them into his hands. 
33 And he smote them from Aroer, even 
till thou come to 7Minnith, even twenty 
cities, and unto the 8plain of the vine­
yards, with a very great slaughter. 
Thus the children of Ammon were 
subdued before the children of Israel. 

I See iii. 10. 

2 Collecting his forces. 
s Passed over to .i'l!i.zpeh, 

which was the ren­
dezvous, 

4 For the purpose of 
attacking them. 

5 Instances of vows:-
1. Jacob at Bethel 

(Gen. xxviii. 20-22). 
2. Hannah's vow (1 

Sam. i. 11). 
3. Absalom's vow (2 

Sam. xv. 7-8). 
4. St. Paul's vow at 

Cenchrea (Acts 
xviii. 8), 

6 Did Jcphthah intend to 
offer a hun1an sacrifice. 
(For discussion on this 
point, see I?· xii.). 

J cphthah suffern deeply 
for his rash vow. 

7 Intro., p. Ixxxiii. Four 
miles from Heshbon. 

BAbel-Ceramim, seven 
miles from Rabbah 
(Intro., p. Ixx. ). 
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The Fate of Jephthah's Daughter. 

34 And Jephthah came to Mizpeh 
unto his 1house, and, behold,his daughter 
came out to meet him with 2timbrels 
and with dances : and she was 3his 
only child; beside her he had neither 
son nor daughter. 35 And it came to 
pass, when he saw her, that he 4rent 
his clothes, and said, Alas, my 
daughter t thou hast brought me very 
low, and thou art one of them that 
trouble me: for 51 have opened my 
mouth unto the LoRD, and I cannot 
go back, 36 And she said unto him, 
My father, if thou hast opened thy 
mouth unto the LoRD, 6do to me 
according to that which hath pro­
ceeded out of thy mouth; forasmuch as 
the LoRD bath taken vengeance for 
thee of thine enemies, even of the 
children of Ammon. 37 And she said 
unto her father, Let this thing be done 
for me : let me alone two months, that 
I may go up and down upon the 
mountains, and bewail my virginity, I 
and my 7fellows. 38 And he said, Go. 
And he sent her away for two months: 
and she went with her companions, and 
bewailed her virginity upon the 
mountains. 39 And it came to pass at 
the end of two months, that she 
returned unto her father, who did with 
her according to his vow which he 
had vowed : and she knew no man. 
And it was a custom in Israel, 40 That 
the daughters of Israel went yearly to 
Ba lament the daughter of J ephthah the 
Gileadite four days in a year. 

a see R.V. and comme:it, p. 89. 

K 

1 A reside rice had been 
assigned to him as head 
of Gilead. 

2 Like Miriam (Ex. xv. 20). 
3 What pathos this adds W 

tllo narrative! 

4 A sign of great grief. 
rrhe Israelites were very 
punctilious in the per­
formance of vows, e.g. 
Saul would have put 
Jonathan to death (1 
Sam. xiv. 44). 

1i I have n1ade a solen1n 
vow. 

6 She woulcl offer herself 
freely for the welfare of 
her country, 

She docs not.reproach her 
father for his rash .-ow. 

She submits cheerfully 
since Israel has tri .. 
urnphed, 

Her only lamentation is 
for her childlessness. 
Jephthah's line ceased 
with his daughter. 

She is freeing, as she 
thinks her, father and 
her country from the 
t1wfnl obligation of the 
oath. 

7 Companions. 

To have no children was 
a source,of great grief to 
Hebrew wo-1nen. Their 
great hope was to be the 
1nother or ancestress of 
the Messiah. 

It was consi<lerecl a judg­
ment of God for a family 
to die out. 

B Praise, i.e. celebrate her 
devoted heroism, not to 
liewail her death. 
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The Murmuring of Ephraim. The Subsequent Battle. 

12. And the 1men of Ephraim 
gathered themselves together, and went 
northward, and said unto J ephthah, 
2Wherefore passedst thou over to fight 
against the children of Ammon, and 
didst not call us to go with thee ? 3we 
will burn thine house upon thee with 
fire. 2 And J ephthah said unto them, 
I and my people were at great strife 
with the children of Ammon; and 
4when I called you, ye delivered me 
not out of their hands. 3 And when I 
saw that ye delivered me not, I 5put 
my life in my hands, and passed over 
against the children of Ammon, and 
the LORD delivered them into my hand : 
6wherefore then are ye come up unto 
me this day, to fight against me? 4 
Then J ephthah gathered together all 
the men of Gilead, and fought with 
Ephraim: and the men of Gilead smote 
Ephraim, 7because they said, Ye 
Gi!eadites are fugitives of Ephraim 
among the Ephraimites, and among the 
Manassites. 5 And the Gileadites took 
the 8passages of Jordan before the 
Ephraimites: and it was so, that when 
those Ephraimites which were escaped 
said, Let me go over; that the men of 
Gilead said unto him, Art thou an 
Ephraimite? If he said, Nay ! 6 Then 
said they unto him, Say now 9Shib­
boleth : and he said Sibboleth : for he 
could not frame to pronounce it right. 
Then they took him, and slew him at 

a.see R.V. and comment, p. 89. 

1 Arrogant aml jealous of 
any honour gained by 
another tribe {seep. 33), 

2 They had nrnde a similar.: 
complajnt againstGideon 
(viii. 1). 

s What an extraordinary 
· proceeding, They ac­

tually cross the Jordan. 
to attack a hero who had 
subdued the enemies of 
Israel without their aid. 
-aid which they them­
selves had refused to 
gi,e (see v. 2). 

The attitude of Ephraim 
illustrates the careless­
ness of the times and 
the laxity of religion. -
The incident coulcl not 
have happened under a 
Phinehas. 

4 There is no record of 
this appeal, but it may­
well have happened. 

5 Risked my life in battle. 
6 Gideon appeased the 

anger of Ephraim by a 
soft answer. Jephthah 
u1eets then1 with a. 
straightforward reply, 
and backs up his words 
by action. 

7 The taunts of Ephraim 
had incensed the men of 
Gilead. Ephraim may 
have jeered at their 
brethren beyond Jordan 
as having no part in 
Israel; now they t1re 
fugitives themselves and 
are caught at the fOI"ds 
of Jordan. 

s Fords, i.e. seized thrm 
before the fugitives 
could cross. 

9 An indication of diJl'er­
ences of dialect on the 
east and west of Jordan. 

Shibboleth =stream; so it 
was a word natural to 
t h e conditions o f 
crossing. a river. 

It was impossible for him 
to pronounc c the word 
correctly. 

The incident has cansecl 
the word Shibboleth to 
pass into a proverb. 

A sirnila1· word test occurs in the massacre of the French in Sicily, A.n.1282, known 
as the Sicilian Vespers. The French were detected by their failure to pronounce· 
Italian correctly. 
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the passages of Jordan : and there 10fell 
at that time of the Ephraimites forty 
and two thousand. 7 And Jephthah 
judged Israel six years. Then died 
Jephthah the Gileadite, and was buried 
in one of the cities of Gilead. 

53 

10 i.e. fell in the expedition 
-the total number slain 
in the battle, the punm it, 
and at the fords. 

This signal blow effectu­
ally pnt a stop to the 
arrogant boastfulness of 
the tribe of Ephraim. 

The Successors of Jephthah. 

8 And after him Ibzan oflBeth-lehem 
2judged Israel. 9 And he had 3thirty 
sons, and thirty daughters, whom be 
4sent abroad, and took in thirty 
daughters from abroad for his sons. 
And he 2judged Israel seven years. ro 
Then died Ibzan, and was buried at 
Beth-lehem. II And after him Elon, 
a Zebulonite, 2judged Israel; and he 
judged Israel ten years. 12 And Elon 
the Zebulonite died, and was buried in 
5Aijalon in the country of Zebulun. 
13 And after him Abdon the son of 
H illel, 6a Pirathonite, 2j udged Israel. 
14 And he had 7forty sons and thirty 
a 8nephews, that nde on threescore and 
ten 9ass colts: and he judged Israel 
eight years. 15 And Abdon the son of 
Hillel the Pirathonite died, and was 
buried in 10Pirathon in the land 
of Ephraim, in the 11mount of the 
Amalekites. 

a see R. V. and comment, p. 90. 

1 Bethlehem of Zebu.Jun 
(Intro., p. lxxii.), not the 
Bethlehem in Judah. 

Ibzan and Elon are nor­
thern Judges. It is 
probable t,hat the victory 
ofJ ephthah had libernte,l 
the north and east. 

2 These three Judges 
11ppear to have achieved 
n.o warlike exploit, but 
simply to have directed 
the civil government. 

3 Indicative of royal state, 
polygamy and great 
wealth. 

oJ Gave in n1urriage to 
other tribes, thus allying 
his house to other 
fu.milies. 

An additional indication of 
Ibzan's wealth anll 
influence. 

5 Intro., p. lxx. 
£ A native of Pirathon, so 

of the tribe of Ephraim. 
7 Abdon also kept l'nyal 

state, had many wives, 
and was wealthy. 

s Sornl sons, i.e. grand­
sons. 

9 Indicative of their 
wealth and dignity. 

10 Intro., p. lxxxiv. 
11 Intro., p. lxxxiii. A dis­

trict in Ephraim, either a 
settlement of Amalek, or 
the scene of a battle 
with them. 

An Angel Foretells the Birth of Samson. 

13. And the children of Israel ldid 
evil again in the sight of the LORD ; 
and the LoRD delivered them into the 
hand of the ~Philistines 3forty years. 
2 And there was a certain man of 

1 Another lapse into idol­
atry, followed by the 
oppression at the hands 
of a heathen nation. 

2 Intro .. p. lxi. 
s A generation. The 

oppression was ended 
by the victory of Samuel 
(1 S11,m. vii. B). 
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4Zorah, of the ,family of the Danites, 
whose name was Manoah ; and his 6wife 
was barren, and bare not. 3 And the 
angel of the LoRD 7appeared unto the 
woman, and said unto her, Behold now, 
thou art barren, and bearest not: but 
thou shalt conceive, and bear a son. 
4 Now therefore beware, I pray thee, 
and 8drink not wine nor strong drink, 
and eat not 9any unclean thing: 5 For, 
lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; 
and 10no razor shall come on his head : 
for the child shall be a N azarite unto 
God from tbe womb : and he shall 
11begin to deliver Israel out of the hand 
of the Philistines. 6 Then the woman 
came and told her husband, saying, 12A 
man of God came unto me, and his 
13countenance was like the countenance 
of an angel of God, very terrible : but 
I asked him not whence he was, neither 
told he me his name: 7 But he said 
unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive, 
and bear a son ; and now drink no wine 
nor strong drink, neither eat any 
unclean thing : for the child shall be 
14a N azarite to God from the worn b to 
the day of his death. 8 Then Manoah 
15intreated the LORD, and said, 0 my 
Lord, let the man of God which thou 
didst send come again unto us, and 
16teach us what we shall do unto the 
child that shall be born. 9 And God 
17 hearkened to the voice of Manoah; 
and the angel of God came again unto 
the woman as she sat in the field: but 
Manoah her husband was not with her. 
IO And the woman 18made haste, and 
ran, and shewed her husband, and said 
unto him, Behold, the man hath 
appeared unto me, that came unto me 

rxrn. 3-10 

4 A city bordering on Dan 
and Judah (Intro., p. 
lxxxviii.}. 

6 Tribe. 
6Compare Samh (Gen. 

xvi. 1), Rebekah (Gen. 
xxv. 21), Hannah(l Sam. 
i. si), Eliz,.heth (Luke i. 7). 

7 Two uppearan-ees : 
(1) To the woman 

alone (v. 3). 
(2) To Manoah and his 

wife. The wife 
fetched l\Ianoah 
(vv. 9-23). 

B The Nazarite vow (see 
p. xxxii.). 

9Which was specially 
forbidden to Nazarites 
(Nurn. vi. 3-4). 

10 The Nazarite vow (see 
p. xxxii.). 

11 An exact description of 
Samson's work. He did 
not actually deliver 
Israel, hut he began the 
work, which was com­
pleted by Samuel (1 
Sam. vii. 13), at the battle 
of Ebenezer. 

12 i.e. a man with a message 
from God (seep. 97). 

18 His appearance. 

u Notable N azarites are 
San1son, San1uel~ John 
the Botptist. 

I, They accept the message 
in faith, and ask for 
further guidance. 

16 Instruct us more 
precisely. 

I? Their prayer for further 
instruction is granted, 

18 Anxious that her hus­
band should see the 
angel. 
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the other day. 1 r And Manoah arose, 
and went after his wife, and came to 
the man, and said unto him, Art thou 
the man that spakest unto the woman ? 
And he said, I am. 12 And Manoah 
said, Now let thy words come to pass. 
a 19 How shall we order the child, and 2°how 
shall we do unto him? 13 And the 
angel of the LoRD said unto Manoah, 
Of all that I said unto the woman let 
her 21beware. 14 22She may not eat 
of any thing that cometh of the vine, 
neither let her drink wine or strong 
drink, nor eat any unclean thing: all 
that I commanded her let her observe. 
15 And Manoah said unto the angel of 
the LORD, I pray thee, let us detain 
thee, until 23 we shall have made ready 
a kid for thee. 16 And the angel of the 
LoRD said unto Manoah, 24Though 
thou detain me, I will not eat of thy 
bread ; and if thou wilt offer a burnt 
offering, thou must offer it unto the 
LORD. For Manoah knew not that he 
was an angel of the LoRD. 17 And 
Manoah said unto the angel of the 
LoRD, 25 What is thy name, that when 
thy sayings come to pass we may 26do 
thee honour? 18 And the angel of 
the LORD said unto him, Why askest 
thou thus after my name, seeing it is 
b 21secret? 19 So Manoah took a kid 
with a c 2Bnzeat offering, and offered it 
upon a 29rock unto the LORD : and the 
angel did wonderously; and Manoah 
and his wife looked on. 20 For it 
came to pass, 30when the flame went 
up toward heaven from off the altar, 
that the angel of the LORD ascended in 

a see R. V. and comment, p. 90. b see H. V. and 
comment, p. 90. csee R. V. and comment, p. 90. 

19 What shall be the 
nmnner of the child? 

zo What shall be his work ? 
The angel had already 

told the woman 
(1) The manner of 

the child, i.e. a 
Nazaritc. 

(2) The work-to begin 
to deliver Israel. 

Manoah asks for confir• 
n1ation, and receives it. 

21 Take good heed an<l 
observe the instructions 
given to her. 

~ see v. 4. 

23 The intention of Manoah 
is-

(1) To offer hospitality 
if his visitor is a 
humi1n being. 

(2) To offer sacrifice if 
he is divine. 

24 The reply of the angel 
inclicates-

(1) That he is not man, 
and so does not 
need food. 

(2) That he is not God, 
so cannot receive 
a sacrifice. The 
offering must be 
to the Lord. 

25 So Jacob asked the 
name of the angel with 
whmn he wrestled at 
Penuel (Gen. xxxii. 29). 

26 By making thee a gilt. 
27 Margin, wonderful, i.e. 

beyond the comprehen· 
sion of ma,n. 

28 Meal (seep. 90), 
>9 As an altar. 

80 Compare Gideon's case 
(vi. 21). 
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the flame of the altar. And Manoah 
and his wife looked on it, and 31fell on 
their faces to the ground. 21 But the 
angel of the LORD did no more appear 
to Manoah and to his wife. Then 
Manoah 32knew that he was an angel of 
the LORD. 22 And Manoah said unto 
his wife, 33 Vi/ e shali surely die, because 
we have seen God. 23 But his wife 
34said unto him, If the LoRD were 
pleased to kill us, he would not have 
received a burnt offering and a c 35meat 
offering at our hands, neither would he 
have shewed us all these things, nor 
would as at this time have told us such 
things as these. 24 And the woman 
bare a son, and called his name 
Samson: and the child grew, and the 
LoRD blessed him. 25 And the Spirit 
of the LORD began to 36move him at 
times in the 37camp of Dan between 
Zorah and 8"Eshtaol. 

c see RV. and comment, p. 90, 

[xm. 2r-x1v. 4 

3l In worship and in fear. 

32 Discerned, understocd, 

83 According to the general 
idea, that no man could 
look on God and live 
(see Gideon vi. 22), (see 
Exodus xxxiii. 20). 

81 With sound common 
sense. There was no 
need for Divine assur­
ance, as in the case of 
Gideon (vi. 22-23). The 
wom11n rightly argues 
that God would not have 
appeared to them to tell 
them what He had, nor 
would He have accepted 
their offering, if He in• 
tended thelr death. 

85 Meal (see p. 90). 

88 Stir him up-i.e. to fill 
him with noble impulse. 

37 bla.haneh-Dan (Intro., 
p. lxxxii.). 

.ss Intro., p. lxxiv. 

The Marriage of Samson. 
14. And Samson went . down to 

1 Timnath, and saw a woman in Timnath 
of the daughters of the Philistines. 2 

And he came up, and told his father 
and his mother, and said, I have seen 
a woman in Timnath of the 2daughters 
of the Philistines : now therefore 3get 
her for me to wife. 3 Then his father 
and his mother said unto him, 4Is there 
never a woman among the daughters 
of thy brethren, or among all my 
people, that thou goest to take a wife of 
the 5uncircumcised Philistines ? And 
Samson said unto his father, Get her 
for me ; for 6she pleaseth me well. 4 
But his 7father and his mother knew 

l Intro 9. lxxxviii. 

2 Against the liLw which 
for bad inter-marrying 
with Canaanites (Deut. 
vii. 3-4). 

s It was the custom for 
the parents t-0 arrange 
the marr£age. 

<'l'he parents objected 
strongly to the proposed 
marriage. 

5 A term of reproach 
a1,plied especially to the 
Philistines. 

6 Lit. she is right in my 

7 ;1,~\iarents yielded, but 
did not know that God 
was over-ruling this 
marriage for hia own 
purposes. 
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not that it was of the Lo1m, that 8he 
sought an occasion against the Philis­
tines : for 0at that time the Philistines 
had dominion over Israel. 5 Then 
went Samson down, and his father and 
his mother, to Timnath, and came to 
the vineyards of Timnath : and, behold, 
a 10young lion roared against him. 6 
And the Spirit of the LORD came 
mightily upon him, and he rent him as 
he would have rent a kid, and he had 
nothing in his hand : but llhe told not 
his· father or his mother what he had 
done. 7 And he went down, 12and 
talked with the woman ; and she pleased 
Samson well. 8 And after a time 13he 
returned to take her, and he 14turned 
aside to see the carcase of the lion ; 
and behold, there was a swarm of bees 
and honey in the carcase of the lion. 
g And he took thereof in his hands, 
and 15went on eating, and came to his 
father and mother, and he gave them, 
and they did eat : but he told not them 
that he had taken the honey out of the 
carcase of the lion. IO So his father 
went down unto the woman: and 
Samson made there 16a feast ; for so 
used the young men to do. I I And it 
.came to pass, 17when they saw him, 
that they brought thirty 18companions 
to· be with him. 

Samson's Riddle. 
12 And Samson said unto them, I 

will now put forth 1a riddle unto you : 
if ye can certainly declare it me within 
2the seven days of the feast, and find it 
out, then I will give you thirty a3sheets 
.and thirty change of garments : 13 
But if ye cannot declare it me, then 

a see R.V. and comment, p, 90, 
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s The Lord. The marriage 
is the c0,use of the 
quarrel between Sa.mson 
and the Philistines. 

9 An inthnation of the 
date of the Book of 
Judges, i....e, nob earlier 
than D0,vid" s reign. 

10 A full grown cnb, i.e. in 
the full strength and 
vigour of his youth. 
Lions in Palestine: 

(1) David killed a lion 
and a bear (1 Sam. 
xvii. 34). 

(2; Benaiah H]ew a lion 
in a pit in the time 
of snow (2 Sam, 
xxiiL 20). 

(3) -c\. lion killed the 
disobedient pro -
phct ( 1 Kings xiii. 
25). 

( 4) A lien killed the 
man who refused to 
smite the prophet 
(1 Kings XX, 36 ), 

n So his parents could not 
have disclosed the mean­
ing of the riddle (VV. 
13-16), 

12 They were now be­
trothed. 

18 To complete the mar­
riage and take his bride 
to his home. 

14 Out of the direct path 
and leaving the company 
of his lather and mother. 

15 Ate as he went on. 

16 The bridal feast (p. 94). 
17 Possibly Samson's mar-

riage was so unpopular 
that none of his own 
friends would accom­
pany him. The bride's 
parents supply t h e 
deficiency. 

1s The friends of the 
bridegroom (p. 94). 

1 A favourite amusement 
of Orie11tals. 

2 The usual duration of 
the marriage feast. 

" Shirts of fine linen . 
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shall ye give me thirty a>sheets · and 
thirty change of garments. And they 
said unto him, 5Put forth thy riddle, 
that we may hear it. 14 And he said 
unto them, 6Out of the eater came forth 
meat, and out of the strong came forth 
sweetness. And they could not in three 
days expound the riddle. 15 And it 
came to pass on the seventh day, that 
they said unto Samson's wife, Entice 
thy husband, that he may declare unto 
us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy 
father's house with fire: have ye 7called 
us to 8 take that we have ? is it not so ? 
16 And Samson's wife 9wept before 
him, and said, Thou dost but hate me, 
and lovest me not : thou hast put forth 
a riddle unto the children of my people, 

_ and hast not told it me. And he said 
unto her, Behold, I have not told it my 
father nor my mother, and shall I tell 
it thee ? I 7 And she wept before him 
the seven days, while their feast lasted: 
and it came to pass on the seventh day, 
that he told her, because she 10lay sore 
upon him : and she 11told the riddle to 
the children of her people. 18 And the 
men of the city said unto him on the 
seventh day 12before the sun went down, 
13 What is sweeter than honey? and 
what is stronger than a lion ? And he 
said unto them, 14 If ye had not 15plowed 
with my heifer, ye had not found out 
my riddle. 19 And the Spirit of the 
LORD came upon him, and 16he went 
down to 17Ashkelon, and slew thirty men 
of them, and took their spoil, and gave 
change of garments unto them which 
expounded the riddle. And 18his anger 
was kindled, and he went up to his 

a see RV. and comment, p. 90. 

[XIV. I4-I9 

• Shirts of fine linen. Pre­
sents of costly garments 
are common gifts in th" 
East. 

5 They accept the wager. 

6 The riddle is given in 
rhythmical form­
Eater = lion. 
Food = honey. 
Strong = lion. 
Sweetness= honey. 

The circumstance of the 
bees swarming in the 
carcase of the lion 
enabled Samson to pro­
pound a riddle the secret 
of which was known to 
himself alone. 

7 Invited us to the feast. 
8 Lit. spoil us, reduce us 

to poverty. 
9 Sullen guests and 11 

weeping wife rendered 
the marriage fe:;tivities 
joyless and dull. 

lOPleaded urgently. Lit, 
pressed him sore, 

llin fea.r of their 
threatened vengeance. 

12 Before sunset ; they 
kept back their reply till 
the last moment, in order 
to give 11 greater in1-
pression. 

13 The Philistines give the 
solution in the rhythmi­
cal form of the riddle. 

14 Samson indicates that 
he is aware they hs,d 
learnt the solution 
through the treachery of 
his wife. 

16 i.e. if you had not learnt 
the answer from my 
wife. 

16 Samson spoils the Phili­
stines to pay the wager. 

17 Intro., p. lxxi. The fur­
the stcity, and thus his 
exploit was less likely to 
be made known. 

18 In his anger he deserts 
his wife, leaving her in 
her father's house. 
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father's house. 20 But Samson's wife 
was gi-ven to his 19companion, whom he 
had used as his friend. 

15. But it came to pass 1within a 
while after, in the 2time of wheat 
harvest, that Samson visited his wife 
with a 3kid ; and he said, I will go in 
to my wife into the chamber. But her 
4father would not suffer him to go in. 
2 And her father said, I verily thought 
that •thou hadst utterly hated her; 
therefore I 6gave her to thy companion: 
is not her 7younger sister fairer than 
she? take her, I pray thee, instead of 
her. 3 And Samson said concerning 
them, a8Now shall I be 9,nore blameless 
than the Philistines though I do them a 
displeasure. 4 And Samson went and 
caught three hundred 10foxes, and took 
11firebrands, and turned tail to tail, and 
put a firebrand in the midst between 
two tails. 5 And when he had set the 
brands on fire, he let them go into 12the 
standing corn of the Philistines, and 
burnt up both the shocks, and also the 
standing corn, with the vineyards and 
olives. 6 Then the Philistines said, 
Who hath done this ? And they 
answered, Samson, the son in law of 
the 13Timnite, because he had taken his 
wife, and given her to his companion. 
And the Philistines came up, and 
14burnt her and her father with fire. 
7 And Samson said unto them, b Though 
ye have do11e this yet will I be avenged of 
you, and after that I· will cease. 8 And 
he smote them 15hip and thigh with a 
great slaughter: and he went down and 
dwelt in the cl6top of the 17rock Etam. 

"'see R.V, and comment, p. 90. b see R.V. aod 
comment, p. 90. c see R. V. and comment, p. 91. 
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19 One of the thirty, v. 11-
" the friend of the bride­
groom" = our best man. 

l After many days. 
2 About the -end of our 

April. 
a A common form of pre­

sent. Samson desires 
a reconciliation with his 
wife. 

4 By the woman being in 
her father's house it is 
clear that she had only 
been betrothed to Sam­
son's companion, but the 
father had now received 
a double dowry. 

6 A fair inference from 
Samson's conduct (xiv. 
20). 

6 i.e. in marriage. 
1 With a desire to retain 
the dower Samson had 
given, the father p1·0-
poses to give him the 
younger sister. 

SThis time, i.e. he will 
have more justification 
than he had in his attack 
on Askelon. 

9 Now I shall be justified 
in retaliating, i.e. inno~ 
cent a s regards t h e 
Philistines. 

lOJ11ckals. 
11 Torches. 
12 To burn the crops was 

the greatest injury he 
could inflict. 

Absalom obtained an inter­
view with Joab by a like 
act (2 Sam. xiv. 30). 

Some of the corn was in 
shocks or shea.ves; son1e 
was still left standing. 

13 Inhabitant of Timnah. 
i. Was this in anger against 

Samson, or a.n act of 
justice to appease him? 

If the former, v, 7 reads: 
"If ye act thus I will not 
cease till I have taken 
full vengeance." . 

If the latter, i•. 7 reads: 
"Though ye have pun­
ished my wife and my 
father, etc." 

15 A proverbial expression 
= with great slaughter. 

1£ Cleft of the l'Ock, i.e. a 
ea vern at the top of a 
high cliff. 

i7 Intro., p. lxxiv, 
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The Men of Judah Deliver Samson to the Philistines. 
9 Then the Philistines 1went up, and 

pitched in Judah, and 2spread them: 
selves in 3Lehi. 10 And the men of 
Judah said, \i\lhy are ye come up 
against 4us ? And they answered, 
To bind Samson are we come up, to 
do to him as he bath done to us. 1 I 

Then three thousand men of Judah 
went to the atop of the rock Etam, and 
said to Samson, 6Knowest thou not that 
the Philistines are rulers over us? what 
is this that thou hast done unto us ? 
And he said unto them, As they did 
unto me, so have I done unto them. 
12 And they said unto him, We are 
come down to bind thee, that we may 
deliver thee into the hand of the 
Philistines. And Samson said unto 
them, Swear unto me, that ye will not 
fall upon me 6yourselves. 13 And they 
spake unto him, saying, No; but we 
will bind thee fast, and deliver thee into 
their hand: but surely we will not kill 
thee. And they bound him with two 
new cords, and brought him up from 
the rock. 

a see R. V. 01nd comment, p. 91. 

1 Ascended into the high­
l01nd of Judah to take 
vengeance for the i r 
bumt crops. 

2 Scattered in search of 
Samson. 

s Intro., p. lxxxii. The 
place is so na1ned in 
anticipation (sec v. 17). 

4 For we have committed 
no offence against yon. 
The offender is not of 
our tribe. 

5',Ve may note how the 
spirit of Judah was 
crushed by the Philistine 
oppression. 

Samson was of the tribe of 
Dan, rend they may have 
considered his act as 
merely a p c r s on a l 
quarrel. 

6 He desires to keep them 
out of the fray. 

Samson Slays a Thousand Philistines with the Jawbone of an Ass. 
14 And when he came unto Lehi, the 

Philistines ashouted 1against him : and 
the Spirit of the LORD came mightily 
upon him, and the cords that were upon 
his arms 2became as flax that was burnt 
with :fire, and his bands 3loosed from 
off his hands. 15 And he found a new 
4jawbone of an ass, and put forth his 
hand, and took it, and 5slew a thousand 
men therewith. I 6 And Samson said, 
With the jawbone of an ass, 6heaps 

"see R.V. and comment, p. 91. 

lLit. to meet him. 

i "\Vere as weak as half­
burnt flax, yielding 
easily to his effort to 
break them. 

s L-it. 'were melted.' 
• 4 Being unarmed he seized 

the nearest weapon. 
5 The Philistines must 

have been seized with a 
panic, 

B In the original there is 
a pun on ~ chamor,' an 
ass, and I cha·,nor,' 11 ma8s 
or heap. 



xv. 17-xv1. 3] JUDGES. 6I 

upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass 
have I slain a thousand men. 17 And 
it came to pass, when he had made an 
end of speaking, that he cast away the 
jawbone out of his hand, and called that 

7 The height 6r hill of the 
place 7Ramath-lehi. .jawbone (Intro.,p.lxxxii). 

Samson Miraculously Supplied with Water. 
18 And he was lsore athirst, and 1 After his exertions in the 

fight and 1mrsuit. 
called on the LORD, and said, 2Thou 2 Samson confesses that 

h · th' d 1· · God had been his de-ast given lS great e 1verance mto livcrer, and prays for 
the hand of thy servant : and now shall further assistance. 
I die for. thirst, and fall into the hand 8 '/i~'f. PhiliSt ines (see p. 

f 3th · · d? B t G d •Descriptive of the ·O e uncircumcise • 1 9 u O burstingforthofa spring 
a4clave an 5 hollow place that was in the jaw, of water. 

and there came water thereout ; and 
5 ~:!tri ~!1i'i!_.:1°~0hot~~ 

when he had drunk, his spirit came in the cliff from which a 
spring gushed forth, 

again, and he revived : wherefore he supplying Samson with 
called the name thereof 6En-hakkore, ttifr!{ r to quench his 

which is in Lehi 7unto this day. 20 6 = the fountain of him 

f who calls. 
And he judged Israel 8in the days o 7i.e. when the account 
the Philistines twenty years. was written. s i.e. during the period of 

a sec R.V. and comment, p. 91. thePhilistine oppression. 

Samson Escapes from Gaza. 
6 lTh S 2G 1 And-there is no mark 1 . en went amson to aza.._ of time. 

and saw there an harlot, and went in· ''-tThe chief town of the 

unto her, 2 And it was told the \ flt~1
!!~it1is;came known. 

Gazites, 3saying, Samson is come • Secured the gates, and 
. thus thought they had 

hither. And they 4compassed him in, him last in the city. 
~ Took no action during the 

and laid wait for him all night in the night,butwaitedforday. 

g ate of the city, and were 5quiet all the 61The guard muSt have 
been asleep. 

night, saying, In the morning, when it 1 Samson tore up gates 
is day, we shall kill him. 3 And ,· and posts together, and 

carried them away. 
Samson lay till midnight, and 6arose The bar kept the two 

leaves of the gate to-
at midnight, a7and took the doors of the gether, thus Samson 

gate o+ the citv, and the two posts, and went ca.rried off everything at 
'J ✓ once. The whole pro-

aU, ay with them, bar and all, and put ceeding seems to have 

h h . h ld d , d been regarded by Barn-t em upon 1s s ou ers, an carne 8011 as a hngc joke. 

them up to the top of an hill that is S'Towaras. Near Gaza 
8before Hebron. there is a hill in the 

directiornif Hebron, and 
a see R.V, and comment, p. 91, from which it is ,isibla 
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Samson is captured through the Treachery of Delilah. 
4 And it came to pass afterward, that 

he loved a woman in the valley of 
1Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 1 Near tho home of Sam-
5 And the lords of the Philistines came 1 son (Intro., p. lxxxvii.~ 

up unto her, and said unto her, Entice 
him, and see 2wherein his great strength-. 
lieth, and by what means we may 
prevail against him, that we may bind 
him to 3affiict him : and we will give 
thee 4every one of us eleven hundred 
pieces of silver. 6 And Delilah said to 
Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein 
thy great strength lieth, and wherewith 
thou 5mightest be bound to afflict thee. 

2 Both Philistines an,l 
Delilah imagined that 
Samson's strength was 
due to some charm. 

-.1\Humble. 
,1, Each one gavo this sum, 

flO the bribe was a very 
large one,=nearly £700. 

5 She imagines that some 
kind of cord would over­
come the charm in which 
his strength lay. 

6 Samson treats the 
matter as a joke. 

7 And therefore flexible. 
8 ·i.e. as an ordinary in• 

dividual in strength. 

9 A pliant twig used for 
binding bundles. The 
Margin has "new bow 
strings." 

10 u A biding i-,z the inner 
charnbe.r.'' Samsoncould 
not have known of them 
nor did they ever appear, 
otherwise Delilah could 
not have snbseg_uently 
deceived him. 

11 She makes it appear as 
if it were a joke, and 
that she had rouse<l 
Samson with the cry in 
order to be gratified with 
an exhibition of his 
great strength. 

7 And Samson 6said unto her, If they 
bind me with seven green withs that 
7were never dried, then shall I be weak, 1 

and be 8as another man. . 8 Then the 
lords of the Philistines brought up to 
her seven green ~withs which had not 
been dried, and she bound him with 
them. g Now there were men 10lying 
in wait, abiding with her in the chamber. 
And she said unto him, The Philistines 
be upon thee, Samson. And he brake 
the withs, as a thread of tow is broken 
when it toucheth the fire. So his 
strength was not known. rn And 
Delilah llsaid unto Samson, Behold, 
thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: 
now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith 
thou mightest be bound. I r And he 
said unto her, If they bind me fast with 
new ropes " thqt never were ~2occitpied, 12 Used (seep. 98). 

then shall I be weak, and be as another 
man. 12 Delilah therefore took Pnew 
ropes, and · bound him therewith, and 
said unto him, The Philistines be upon 
thee, Samt;on. And there were liers 

a see R. V. and comment, p. 91. 

13 She fancies the charm 
- lies in the fact that the 

ropes had never been 
used. 
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in wait abiding in the chamber. And 
he brake them from off his arms like a 
thread. 13 And Delilah said unto 
Samson, Hitherto thou hast mocked 
me, and told me lies : tell me wherewith 
thou mightest be bound. And he said 
unto her, If thou weavest the .l4seven 
locks of my head with the web. 14 And 
she 15fastened it with the pin, and said 
unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, 
Samson. And he awaked out of his 
sleep, b and I6went away with the pin of 
the beam, and with the web, 15 And 
she said unto him, How canst thou say, 
I love thee, when thine heart is not 
with me? thou hast mocked me these 
three times, and hast not told me 
wherein thy great strength lieth. 
16 And it came to pass, when she 
pressed him daily with her words, and 
urged him, so that his soul was 17vexed 
unto death; r 7 That he told her all 
his heart, and said unto her, There bath 
not come a razor upon mine head; for 
I have been a Nazarite unto God from 
my mother's womb: 18if I be shaven, 
then 19my strength will go from me, 
and I shall become weak, and be like 
any other man. r 8 And when Delilah 
saw that 20he had told her all his heart, 
she sent and called for the lords of the 
Philistines, saying, Come up 2ithis once, 
for he hath shewed me all his heart. 
Then the lords of the Philistines came 
up unto her, and brought 22money in 
their hand. 19 And she made him 
sleep upon her knees; and she called 
for a inan, and she caused him to shave 
off the seven locks of his head; and she 
began to 23afflict him, and his strength 

b see R.V. and comment, p. 91, 

UPJaits. His hair was 
arranged in seven plaits. 

15 She wove Samson's hair 
into the cloth as she 
would weave ordinary 
threads, and then fas­
tened the piece of cloth 
securely in the loom 
with the peg. 

rn Tore it up. 

l7Weary of her impor­
tunity. 

i Samson's strength did 
not lie in his hair, but 

' on the faithful obser-
vance of his vow. 

19 My strength, as if it were 
his own strength. His 
strength lay in obedience 
to Jehovah. 

20 i.e. told her the truth at 
last. 

1 Just once n1ore, for I am 
, now certain that I have 
I wormed his secret from 

him. 
22 i.e. the money they hail 

pro1nised. 

2BHumble. 
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went from him. 20 And she said, The 
Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And 
he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I 
will go out as at other times before, 
and 24shake myself. And he 95wist not 
that the 26LoRD was departed from him. 

[XVI. 20-27 

24 Free myself as before . 
. i6 Knew not ; did not 

perceive. 
26 And therefore his 

strength had departed 
from him. 

The Death of Samson. 
21 But 1the Philistines took him, and 

2put out his eyes, and brought him down 
to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of 
brass; and he did 3grind in the prison 
house. 22 Howbeit the hair of his head 
began to grow again after he was shaveo. 
23 Then the lords of the Philistines 
4gathered them together for to offer a 
great sacrifice unto 5Dagon their god, 
and to rejoice : for they said, 60ur god 
bath delivered Samson our enemy into 
our hand. 24 And when the people 
saw him, they praised their god: for 
they said, Our god bath delivered into 
our hands our enemy, and the destroyer 
of our country, which slew many of us. 
25 And it came to pass, when their 
hearts were merry, that they said, Call 
for Samson, that he may 7make us sport. 
And they called for Samson out of the 
prison house; and he made them sport: 
and they set him between the pillars. 
26 And Samson said unto the lad that 
8held him by the hand, BSuffer me that 
I may feel the pillars whereupon the 
house standeth, that I may lean upon 
them. 27 Now the 10house was full of 
men and women ; and 11all the lords of 
the Philistines were there; and there 
were upon the rnroof about three 

I Corning out of the inner 
chamber, now that they 
perceived his strength 
was gone. 

2 To prevent Samson from 
doing any further mis­
chief. 
So Nebuchadnezzar put 
out the eyes of Zedekiah 
(2 Kings XXV, 7), 

s A degrading class of 
work to which slaves 
and captives were put. 

4 They made the capture 
of Samson an occasion 
of a great sacrificial 
feast to their god Dagon. 

5 The national God of the 
Philistines. The fish 

.god, with the body of a 
man, and the tail .of a 
fish (see Intro., p. xliii.). 

6 This impious boast 
brought severe punish­
ment, It was Jehovah 
Who had given Samson 
into their hands, and not 
the might of their god, 
to whom they impiously 
attribute their triumph. 

7 ln various ways, 
(1) They may ham 

subjected him to 
their insults. 

(~) It may have been 
a performance of 
feats of strength, 

(3) Or, by dancing anrl 
playing. 

The Philistines would 
certainly mock and jeer 
at one, once so fornlid~ 
able, and now a sightless 
captive. 

s The blind Samson would 
require leading. 

9 Allow me to rest against,. 
He feigns to be tired, and 
. to need rest and support. 

1-0 The temple would appear to have had a flat roof, supported by pillars, and open 

11 iTi!
0
£ir~:e,,ntee lj;tfkstines sat below at a sacrificial feast. 

12 The common people stood above on the flat roof. 
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thousand men and women, that beheld 
while Samson made sport. 28 And 
Samson called unto the LORD, and 
said, ~Q l,ord GoD, remember me, I 
pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray 
thee, only this once, 0 God, that I may 
be 14at 9ne_e avenged of the Philistines 
for my two eyes. 29 And Samson took 
hold of 15the two middle pillars upon 
which the house stood, and 16on which 
it· was borne up, of the one with his 
right hand, and of the other with his 
left. 30 And Samson said, Let me die 
with the Philistines. And he bowed 
himself with all his might, 17and the 
house fell upon the lords, and upon all 
the people that were therein. So the 
dead which he slew at his death were 
more than they which he slew in his 
life. 31 Then his 18brethren and all the 
house of his father 10came down, and 
took him, and brought him up, aud 
buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol 
in the burying . place of 2°Manoah his 
father. And he judged Israel twenty 
years. 

65 

13 This prayer acknow­
ledges the true source 
of his strengt,h. 

H This spirit of vengeance 
is not to be commended. 

1~ T h e t w o principal 
pillars at the entrance, 
the main support of the 
roof, and near enough to 
each other to enable him 
to grasp both of them. 

16 Marai11t 4~he leaned him• 
self on them." 

17 The removal of the 
pillars ea used the roof 

. (now unable to support 
the weight of the people), 
and the people on it to 
fall with a terrible crash 
on those below. 

1s The family or clan of the 
tribe of Manasseh to 

;;~;ch1::mh~~.~1;gr1egf 
lliianoah only. 

19 Taking advantage of the 
·-_ a we occasioned by the 

extraordinary event. 
· 20who was probably dead. 

'' The building was a spacious Theatre, 
Half round on two main pillars vaulted high 

• • * 0 
The othe·r side was open, where the throng 
On bitnks and scaffolds under skie might stand." 

Milton-' Samson Agonistes' (1605-10). 

The Story of Micah. 
His Theft. He Makes an Image. 

17. And there was a man of •1mount 
Ephraim, whose name was Micah. 2 

And he said ur: to his mother, The 
2eleven hundred shekels of silver that 
were taken from thee, about which thou 
:!cursedst, and spakest of also in mine 

a see R.V. and comment, p. 86. 

The incident is related a9' 
an instance of the de­
generacy of religion. 

1 The hill country of 
Ephraim. 

~ About £140. 
s Didst utter a curse or 

adjuration (see Lev. v. l). 
The mother had adjured 
her son by God to tell her 
if he had taken the silver. 
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ears, behold, the silver is with me ; 4 I 
took it. And his mother said, •Blessed 
be thou of the LORD, my son. 3 And 
when he had restored the eleven hundred 
shekels of silver to his mother, his 
mother said, 61 had wholly dedicated 
the silver unto the LORD from my hand 
for my son, to make a 7graven image 
and a molten image : now therefore I 
will restore it unto thee. 4 Yet he 
restored the money unto his mother; 
and his mother took 8two hundred 
shekels of silver, and gave them to the 
founder, who made thereof a 9graven 
image and a 10molten image: and they 
were in the house of Micah. 5 And 
the man Micah had 11an house of gods, 
and made an 12ephod, and 13teraphim, 
and consecrated one of his 14sons, who 
became his priest. 6 In those days 
15 there was no king in Israel, but every 
man did that which was right in his 
own eyes. 

[xvrr. 3-ro 

4 He makes the confession 
through fear of the oath 
he was called upon to 
take. 

5 Thus removing the curse 
by pronouncing a bless­
ing. 

6 I verily dedicate. 
7 The intention was to 

,vorship Jehovah, not .a 
strange gocl. 

Micah and his mother 
bro'rn the 2nd Com­
mandment, not the 1st. 

So the Israelites set up the 
golden calf at Sinai 
(Ex. xxxii.). 

So Jeroboam made the 
two golden calms at Dan 
and Bethel (1 Kings xii. 
29). 

s Probably this sum was 
spent on the images, and 
the remainder on " the 
house of God" (v. 5). 

9 A carved in1age. 
10 One cast in. a mould. 
11 A house of God, i.e. for 

the image he had made, 
I2Acostly priestly garment. 
13 Ima-gcs· connected with 

magic-a,l rites, not for 
worshi11 (seep. 99). 

14 Not a Levite. 
15 Descriptive of the want 

of religions and national 
unity of the times. 

Micah Appoints a Levite as His· Priest. 
7 And there was a 1young man out 

of 2Beth-lehem-judah of the 3family of 
Judah, who was a Levite, and he 
4sojourned there. 8 And the man de­
parted out of the city from Beth-lehem­
judah 5to sojourn where he could find a 
place: and he came to a6mount Ephraim 
to the house of Micah, as he journeyed. 
9 And Micah said unto him, Whence 
earnest thou? And he said unto him, 
I am a Levite of Beth-lehem-judah, 
and I go 7to sojourn where I may find 
a place. IO And Micah said unto him, 
Dwell with me, and be unto me a 
8father and a priest, and I will give thee 

a see R.V. and comment, p. 86. 

1 For his na1ne see xviii. 
30. He w:ts 11 grandson 
of Moses. 

2 Intro., p. lxxii. 
s Tribe-referring to the 

town as being situated 
in that tribe. 

4 Lived there, but had no 
settled home. 

5 To get, his li'ving where 
he could. 

6 Hill conntry of Ephraim. 

7See v. B. 

s Spiritual father or 
directm·. 
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ten 9shekels of silver by the year, and a 
suit of apparel, and thy victuals. So 
the Levite went in. 11 And the Levite 
was content to dwell with the man; and 
the young man was unto him, 10as one 
of his sons. 12 And Micah consecrated 
the Levite; and the young man became 
his priest, and was in the house of 
Micah. 13 Then said Micah, llNow 
know I that the LORD will do me good, 
seeing I have a Levite to my priest. 

"A shekel equals about 
hali-a-cro,vn. 

10 Was tre<Lte,l as one of 
the family. 

11 Descriptive of the 
delight of ~iicah in 
securing one of the 
Levitical order. The 
service of the Levitc 
01<lcled greatly to the 
sanctity of the worship. 

The Da.nites send out Men to Explore the Land. 
18. In those days there was no kin

0
Cf !

1 

This ineident is related tn 
illustrate !,he unsettled 

in Israel : and in those days the tribe rule of the time. 

of the Danites sought them an inheri­
tance to dwell in; for unto that day 1 all 
their inheritance had not fallen unto 
them among the tribes of Israel. 2 

And the children of Dan sent of their 
family five men aJroni their ~coasts, men 
of valour, from 3Zorah, and from 
1 Eshtaol, to spy out the land, and to 
search it; and they said unto them, Go, 
search the land : who when they came 
to mount Ephraim, to the house of 
Micah, they lodged there. 3 When 
they were by the house of Micah, they 
5knew the voice of the young man the 
Levite: and they turned in thither, and 
said unto him, Who brought thee 
hither ? and 6what makest thou in this 
place ? and 7what hast thou here ? 4 
And he said unto them, 8Thus and thus 
dealeth Micah with me, and hath hired 
me, and I am his priest. 5 And they 
said unto him, 9Ask counsel, we pray 
thee, of God, that we may know whether 
our way which we go shall be pros-
perous. 6 And the priest said unto 

et see R.V, uml comment, p. 91. 

L 

1 They had not been able 
to win the lowland, lmt 
had been <lriven back 
into the mountains by 
the Amorites (see lxviL). 

:! Lit. ~· ends,' 1 1neaning 
"the \Yhole of the 
people." 

3 Intro., p. lxxiv. 
4.Jnbru-.1 p. lxxxviii. 

5 So they must have seen 
him before. A grandson 
of ~loses must have been 
well known. 

o Wh.'1t are you <loin~. i.e. 
,(. what is your busiHcsH 

here'! 
7 What is your pay or 

salary? 
s See xvii. 11-12. 

9 Bv means of the Ephod 
and the Teraphim. 
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them, 10Go in peace : before the LORD 
is your way wherein ye go. 7 Then 
the five men departed, and came to 
11Laish, and saw the people that were 
therein, how they dwelt b12careless, after 
the manner of the Zidonians, quiet and 
secure; and there was c 13110 magistrate in 
the land, that might put them to shame 
in any thing ; and they were far from 
the Zidonians, and had no 14business 
with any man. l3 And they 15came unto 
their brethren to Zorah and Eshtaol : 
and their brethren said unto them, 
What say ye? 9 And they said, Arise, 
that we may go up against them : for 
we have seen the land, and, behold, it 
is very good : and are ye still? be not 
slothful to go, and to enter to possess 
the land. 10 When ye go, ye shall 
come unto a people secure, and 16to a 
large land : for 17God hath given it into 
your hands; a place where there is no 
want of any thing that is in the earth. 

bsee R.V. and comment, p.92. csee R.V. arnl 
comment, p. 92. 

XVIII. 7-I4 

lOi.e. Jehovah will guide 
and direct you. The 
Levite most probably 
invented the answer, for 
Jehovah would not be 
enq uircd '1f in :such tt 
n1anner. 

11 Intro., l'· lxxxii. 
12rn security. Careless= 

without care or anxiety 
for their safety in the 
luxury of successful 
commerce. They were 
a colony from Zidon. 

13 No one of sufficient 
authority over the land 
to call them to account 
for any act of violence. 

14 Dealings. So there 
would be none to take 
up their quarrel. 

15 Bringing back a favour­
able report. 

16 Of wide extent, far 
different from the 
mountain tract in which 
our tribe is confined. , 

17 They relied upon the 
answer given thern by 
the Levite (V. 6). 

The Danites Carry off Micah's Images. 

11 And there went from thence of the 
family of the Danites, out of Zorah and 
out of Eshtaol, six hundred men 
al appointed with weapons of war. 12 

And they went up, and pitched in 
ZKirjath-jearim, in Judah: wherefore 
they called that place 3Mahaneh-dan 
unto this day : behold, it is behind 
Kirjath-jearim. 13 And they passed 
thence unto b4mount Ephraim, and came 
unto the 5house of Micah. 14 Then 

a see R.V. and comn,ent, p. 9Z. b see R.V. and 

ccmment, p. 86. 

IGiriled, equipped. 

2 Intro., p. lxxxii. 
3Tho ca.rnp of Dan, see xiii. 

25 and Intro., p. lxxxii, 

4T he hill country of 
Ephrn.im. 

5 Near their route north­
ward. 
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answered the five men that went to spy 
out the country of Laish, and said 
unto their brethren, Do ye know that 
there is in these 6houses an ephod, and 
teraphim,. and a graven image, and a 
molten image? now therefore _7consider 
what ye have to do. 15 And they 
8turned thitherward, and came to the 
house of the young man the Levite, 
even unto the house of Micah, and 
saluted him. 16 And the six hundred 
men 9a appointed with their weapons of 
war, which were of the children of 
Dan, stood by the entering of the gate. 
17 And the five men that went to spy 
out the land went up, and came in 
thither, and took the graven mage, 
and the ephod, and the teraphim, and 
the molten image : and the priest stood 
in the entering of the gate with the six 
hundred men that were Joa appointed with 
weapons of war. 18 And 11 these went 
into Micah's house; and fetched the 
carved image, the ephod, and the 
teraphim, and the molten image. Then 
said the priest unto them, What do 
ye? rg And they said unto him, 
Hold thy peace, 12lay thine hand upon 
thy mouth, and go with us, and be to 
us a 13father and a priest : is it 14better 
for thee to be a priest unto the house of 
one man, or that thou be a priest unto 
a tribe and a family in Israel? 20 And 
the priest's heart was glad, and he took 
the ephod, and the teraphim, and the 
graven image, and went in the 15midst 
of the people. 21 So they turned and 
departed, and put the l6Jjttle ones and 
the cattle and the l7carriage before them. 

a see R.V. and comment, .P- 92. c see R.V. and 
comment. p. 92. 
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6 Probably a small village 
had clustered round 
Micah's hollse to sh,cre 
in the worship instituted 
by him. 

7 Lay your plans to get 
possession of them. 

s i.e. leavh1g the main road. 

9Girded. 
The course of events may 
ha-ve been as follows:­
The 600 ha 1 t at the 

entrance of the village. 
The five spies go to the 

house of Micah to 
salute him. 

The Levite accompanies 
them to the gate to the 
main body. 

Then the ti vc s p i e s 
hurry back to the 
house of the Levitc 
and c arr y out the 
images and priestly 
rob-es. 

The Levi t e perceives 
what they have done 
and protests, but is 
induced by the per­
suasions of the Danites 
to join them. · 

10 Girded. 
11 The five spies who knew 

w h e r e t o find t h e 
inrn,ges, etc. 

12 To lay the finger on the 
mouth is the gesture of 
silence. 

13 Spiritual father and 
guide. 

l<They flatter the Levite's 
p1·ide, and work upon his 
an1bition. 

1/J Serving t-he double pur• 
pose of securing t h e 
images and the person of 
the Levite, and guarding 
aem against any 
attempt at rescue 

16 Their presence indicates 
a regular n1igration, not 
arn1ed men only. 

17 Baggage. They made 
preparations a g a i n s t 
pursuit. The armed men 
brought up the rear. 
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The Pursuit by Micah. 

22 And when they were 1a good way 
from the house of Micah, the men that 
were in the 2houses near to Micah's 
house were gathered together, and 
:1overtook the children of Dan. 23 And 
they 4cried unto the children of Dan. 
And they turned their faces, and said 
unto Micah, \Vhat aileth thee, that 
thou comest with such a company? 24 
And he said, Ye have taken away my 
gods which I made, and the priest, and 
ye are gone away : and what have I 
more? and what is this that ye say 
unto me, vVhat aileth thee? 25 And 
the children of Dan said unto him, 
5Let not thy voice be heard among us, 
lest angry fellows 6run upon thee, and 
thou lose thy life, with the lives of thy 
household. 2 -i And the children of 
Dan went their way : and when 7Micah 
saw that they were too strong for him, 
he turned and went back unto his 
house. 

[xvm. 22-29 

1 To collect a force for 
pursuit might take some 
little time. Perhaps the 
theft was not instantly 
dif:;covereil. 

e See v. 14, i.e. of the 
village that had grown 
round the house of 
l\Iicah. · 

~ As being unencumbered 
with baggage they would 
soon overtake the slow 
moving company of the 
Danites. 

• Shouted after. 

5 The Danites do not want 
a contest, but, they make 
their n1eaning quite 
clear. If Mic11h w11nts 
his images back he must 
fight for them, and in 
that case is likely not 
only to lose his images 
but his life and the lives 
of many of those with 
him. 

6 Fall upon, i.e. :1ttack. 
7 Micah sees the hopeless­

nes8. of bis case, wisely 
gives up the attempt to 
regain his imagea and 
rctur11s home. 

The Capture of Laish. 

27 And they took the things which 
Micah had made, and the priest which 
he had, and came unto Laish, unto a 
people that were at quiet and secure : 
and they smote them with the edge of 
the sword, and burnt the city with fire. 
28 And there was no 1deliverer, because 
it was far from 2Zidon, and they had no 
3business with any man ; and it was in 
the valley that lieth by 4 Beth-rehob. 
And 5they built 6a city, and dwelt 
therein. 29 And they called the name 
of the city Dan, after the name of Dan 
their father, who was lnrn unto 7Israel : 

1 No one to bring them 
any succour. 

2 The allusions to Zidon 
indicate that that citv 
was the n1other city an(l 
Laish a colony. 

s See note xviii. 7. 
4 Intro., p. lxxii. 
5 The Danites. 
6 The city, ·i.e. they rebuilt 

it. 
7 Jacob, the father of D,w,. 
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howbeit the name of the city wa~ Laish 
at the first. 30 And the children of 
Dan set up the graven image: and 
Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son 
of 8 Manasseh, he and his sons were 
priests to the tribe of Dan until the 
day of the 9captivity of the land. 3 r 
And they set them up Micah's graven 
image, which he made, 10all the time 
that the house of God was in Shiloh. 

71 

s Should be 'Moses,' see 
R.V. 

9 The Philistine domina­
tion after the gr e a t 
defeat of h; r a e I at 
Ebenezer. This period 
i~ referr.ad to as 'cap­
tivity ' in Ps. lxxviii. 61 
(see excursus p. 105). 

10 Until the ha tt le of 
Ebenezer when the ark 
was captured by the 
PhiliHtiues. 

The Outrage by the Benjamites of Gibeah. 

19. And it came to pass in 1those days, 
when there was ~no king in Israel, that 
there was a certain Levite 3sojourning 
aoii 4the side of 5m01mt Ephraim, who took 
to him a 6concubine out of Beth-lehem­
judah. 2 And his concubine played 
the whore against him, and went away 
from him unto her father's house to 
Beth-lehem-judah, and was there four 
whole . months. 3 And her husband 
arose, and went after her, 7to speak 
friendly unto her, and to bring her 
again, having his servant with him, 
and a 8couple of asses : and she brought 
him into her father's house: and when 
the father of the damsel saw him, 9he 
rejoiced to meet him. 4 And his father 
in law, the damsel's father, 10retained 
him ; and he abode with him three 
days: so they did eat and drink, and 
lodged there. 5 And it came to pass 
on the fourth day, when they 11arose 
early in the morning, that he rose up 
to depart : and the damsel's father said 
unto his son in law, UComfort thine heart 
with a morsel of bread, and afterward 
go your way. 6 And they sat down, 
and did eat and drink both of them 

n see R.V. and couunent, p. 92. 

This incident illustrates 
the state of the kingdom 
in the times of Judges. 

1 The pe1•iod is not long 
,clter the death of Joshua 
(Intro., p. xxxiv. ). 

2 Indicative of no settled 
rule. 

s i.e. with no settled abode. 
4 The northern extremity 

of the district. 
5 See R. V. comment p. 86. 
6 Inferior wife, generally a 

slave woman. 

7 Lit. "to speak to her 
hea.rt1" i.e. to b r i n g 
about a reconciliation. 

8 One for himself ; the 
other for his wife. 

~ The Levite was quickly 
reconciled to his wife, 

10 HetJ. u held him fasb," i.e. 
received him with hearty 
,

1velcome. 

lli.e. intending to set out 
for hon1e. 

l2Lit. "strengthen." 
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together : for the damsel's father had 
said unto the man, 13Be content, I pray 
thee, and tarry all night, and let thine 
heart be 14merry. 7 And when the man 
rose up to depart, his father in law 
urged him : therefore he lodged there 
again. 8 And he arose early in the 
morning- on the fifth day to depart: and 
the damsel's father said, 15Cornfort thine 
heart, I pray thee. b And they 16tarried 
17until afternoon, and they did eat 18both of 
them. 9 And when the man rose up 
to depart, he, and his concubine, and 
his servant, his father in law, the 
damsel's father, said unto him, Behold, 
now the day 19draweth toward evening, I 
pray you tarry all night: behold, the 
day groweth to an end, lodge here, that 
thine heart may be merry; and to 
morrow get you early on your way, 
that thou mayest go home. 10 But the 
man would not tarry that night, but he 
rose up and departed, and came over 
against 20J ebus, which is Jerusalem; and 
there were with him two asses saddled, 
his concubine also was with him. r r 
And when they were by Jebus, the day 
was far spent ; and the servant said 
unto his master, Come, I pray thee, 
and let us turn in into this city of the 
J ebusites, and lodge in it. 12 And his 
master said unto him, We will not turn 
aside hither into the city of a 21stranger, 
that is not of the children of Israel; we 
will pass over to 2~Gibeah. 13 And he 
said unto his servant, Come, and let us 
draw near to one of these places to 
lodge all night, in Gibeah, or in 23 Ramah. 
14 And they passed on and went their 
way; and the sun went down upon 

b see R.V. and comment, p. 92, 

1s Be willing. 

14i.e. with wine. 

15 Lit. "strengthen.'' 
16 Lingered, stayed on. 
17 The declining of the day. 
lBitis unusual for men and 

women to eat together. 

rn The delay in setting ont 
was the cause of the 
subsequent tragedy. The 
father-in-law evidently 
desired to persuade the 
Levite to stay another 
night. 

~o The original name of 
Jerusalem. Two hours 
drntant from Bethlehem. 
They would arrive there 
about 5 o'clock. 

21Foreigners; so Jerusalem 
was still in the hands of 
the J e busites. 

22 Intro., p. lxxv. 

23 Intro,, p, lxxxv. 
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them when they were by Gibeah, 24which 
belongeth to Benjamin. 15 And 20they 
turned aside thither, to go in and to 
lodge in Gibeah: and when he 26went in, 
he sat him down in a 27street of the city: 
for there was no man that took them 
into his house to lodging. 16 And, 
behold, there came an 28old man from 
his work out of the field at even, 
which was also of ~%mount Ephraim; and 
he 30sojourned in Gibeah : but the men 
of the place were Benjamites. 17 
And when he had lifted up his eyes, he 
saw a 3Iwayfaring man in the street of 
the city : and the old man said, Whither 
goest thou ? and whence comest thou ? 
18 And he said unto him, We are 
passing from Beth-lehem-judah, «toward 
the side of mount Ephraim; from thence 
am I : and I went to Beth-lehem-judah, 
but I am now going to the 32house of the 
Lo RD ; and there is no man that receiveth 
me to house. r 9 Yet 33there is both straw 
and provender for our asses; and there 
is bread and wine also for me, and for 
thy handmaid, and for the young man 
which is with thy servants : there is no 
want of any thing. 20 And the old 
man said, 3J. Peace be with thee; howso­
ever let all thy wants lie upon me; 
only lodge not in the street. 21 So he 
brought him into his house, and 35gave 
36 provender unto the asses : and they 
37washed their feet, and did eat and drink. 
22 Now as they were making their 
hearts merry, behold, the men of the 
city, certain 38sons of Belial, beset the 
house round about, and beat at the 
door, and spake to the master of the 

a sec R.V. comment, p. 9~. b see R.V. and 
comment, p, B6. 
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24i.e. situated within the 
territory of that tribe. 

24 Nightfall preventecl them 
going on to Ramah. 

26 Enterecl at the gate. 
~7 The street, lit. "a broacl 

place," = t h e market 
place 

2s Hospitality is offerecl by 
a stranger. The fact 
emphasizes the shame­
ful ~nhospitality of the 
people of Gibeah, . 

29 So a fellow-countryman 
of the Levite. 

30i.e. it was not his native 
1,lace. 

:31 Traveller, one upon e. 
journey. 

32 i.e. he w a s going to 
Shiloh. 

Inviteth me to his house. 
33 The Levite only wanted 

shelter. He was well 
provided i n o t h e r 
respects. 

3t The customary form of 
Eastern aclclress. · 

S5 They first attend to the 
animals. T h e usual 
Eastern custom. 

BG Fodder. 
37 Customary an1ong Eas• 

terns after a journey. 
Necessary after a jour­
ney in a hot country 
where sandals are worn. 

sa Worthless fellows (see 
note, p. 94). 
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house, the old man, saying, Bring forth 
the man that came into thine house, 
that we may know him. 23 And the 
man, the master of the house, went out 
unto them, and said unto them, Nay, 
my brethren, nay, I pray you, do not so 
wickedly; 39seeingthat this man is come 
into mine house, do not this 40folly. 24 
Behold, here is my daughter a maiden, 
and his concubine; them I will bring 
out now, and humble ye them, and, do 
with them what seemeth good unto you: . 
but unto this man do not so vile a 1 

thing. 25 But the men would not 
hearken to him : so 41 the man took his 
concubine, and brought her forth unto 
them; and they knew her, and abused 
her all the night until the morning: 
and when the day began to spring, 
they let her go. 26 Then came the 
woman in the dawning of the day, 
and fell down at the door of the man's 
house where her lord was, till it was 
light. 27 And her lord rose up in the 
morning, and opened the doors of the 
house, and went out to go his way: 
and, behold, the woman his concubine 
was fallen down at the door of the 
house, and her hands were upon the 
threshold. 28 And he said unto her, 
Up, and let us be going. But none 
answered. Then the man took her up 
upon an ass, and the man rose up, 
and gat him unto his place. 29 And 
when he was come into his house, 
he took a knife, and laid hold on his 
concubine, and 42divided her, together 
with her bones, into 4Stwelve pieces, and 
sent her into all the 44ecoasts of Israel. 30 
And it was so, that all that saw it said, 

e see n.v. und comment, 11. 85. 

[xrx. 23-30 

39 He appeals to the rights 
of hospitality. 

40 Great wickedness. 
So Lot (G-en. xix. 8). 

41 The Levite. 

HForthe purpose of rous­
ing the nation to action. 
So Saul sends round the 
pieces of an ox to cail 
the people t o a r m s 
against Nahash, King of 
Ammon (1 Sam. xi. 7). 

43 One for each tribe. 
4•Borders. 
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45 There was no such deed done nor seen 
from the day that the children of Israel 
came up out of the land of Egypt unto 
this day: consider of it, 46take advice, 
and speak your minds. 
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<5 The tale inflamed the 
nation with a determi­
nation to punish the 
wrongdoers-. 

46 Take counsel among 
yourselve~1 i.e. reflect 
and consider in order to 
give an opinion. 

Assembly of Israel at Mizpeh. 
20. Then 1all the children of Israel 

went out, a □ <l the 2congregation was 
gathered together 3as one man, from 

1 1 The Le,.-ite's appeal is 
answered. All I s r a e 1 
take up the case. 

4 Dan even to 5Beer-sheba, with the 6lan<l 
of Gilead, unto the LORD in 71VIizpeh. 
2 And the chief of all the people, ! 

even of all the tribes of Israel, pre­
sented themselves in the assembly of 
the people of God, four hundred 
thomand 8footmen 9 that drew sword. 
3 (Now the 10children of Benjamin 
heard that the children of Israel were 
gone up to Mizpeh.) Then said the 
children of Israel, 11 Tell us, how was 
this wickedness ? 4 And the Levite, 
the husband of the woman that was 
slain, answered and said, I came into 
Gibeah that belongeth to Benjamin, I 
and my concubine, to lodge. 5 And 
the men of Gibeah rose against me, 
and beset the house round about upon 
me by night, and thought to have 
slain me: and my concubine have they 1 

forced, that she is dead. 6 And I 
took my concubine, and cut her in 
pieces, and sent her throughout all the 
country of the inheritance of Israel: for 
they have committed lewdness and 
folly in Israel. 7 Behold, ye are all 
children of Israel ; 12give here your 
advice and counsel. 8 And all the 
people arose 13as one man, saying, U\Ve 
will not any of us go to his tent, 
neither will we any of us turn into 

:? rrhe whole assembly. 
3 Unanimously. 
4rrhe northern boundary. 
5 The southern boundary. 

i.e. all on the west of 
Jordan. From Da.n or 
Laish in the no,·th to 
Beersheba. in the south 
is an expression signify­
ing thA whole country = 
our " Land's End to 
John O'Groat's house" 

6 Those on the east of 
Jordan. They all came 
with the exception of the 
men of Jt1besh Gilead 
(xxi. 9). 

7 Intro., p. lxxxiii. Here 
Samuel assembled the 
1,ribes (1 Sam. vii. 2). 

s The Israelites had neither 
chariots nor cavalry. 

9 A meeting of soldiers. 
10 They would receive " 

sununons, but ditl nut 
attend the gathering. 

n Say, how did this wicket! 
deed take place'/ 

1~ Cmne to a decisibn and 
pass sentence. 

13 The decision was unani-
1nons. 

14 We will not disperse and 
return home t il 1 the 
doers of t,his crime have 
been punished. 
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his house. 9 But now 1°this shall be "This is the manner in 
h h . h "ll d b whichwewillactagainst t e thing w 1c we w1 o to Gi eah ; Gibeah. 

we will go up by lot against it ; 10 

And 16we will take ten men of an 
hundred throughout all the tribes of 
Israel, and an hundred of a thousand, 
and a thousand out of ten thousand, 
to fetch victual for the people, 17that 
they may do, when they come to 
Gibeah of Benjamin, according to all 
the folly that they have wrought in 
Israel. 

16 We will choose one man 
in ten by lot to go against 
the city. 

Anrl one in ten to supply 
the army Vw' it h pro­
visions, i.e. to attend to 
the commissariat. 

11 i.e. that the rest of the 
army may punish the 
wickedness of Gibea.h as 
it deserve8. 

The Decision of Israel. The Reply of the Benjamites. 
l l So 1all the men of Israel were lAU firmly resolved to 

con1bine in insisting 
gathered against the city, knit together upon the punishment of 
as one man. l 2 And the tribes of the o:ffenders. 

2 They very pro1,erly give 
Israel 2sent men through all the tribe the tribe of Benjamin an 
f B · • , Wh • k d opportunity of freeing o en3am1n, saying, at wtc e ness themselves from corn-

is this that is done among you? 13 3 ¥~~i~:~i~a~.i ;;.~r;egaeson-
3N ow therefore deliver us the men, 4the able one. 
children of Belia!, which are in Gibeah, 4 Worth1888 fellows (see 

p. 94). 
that we may put them to death, and 
put away 5evil from Israel. But the 
children of Benjamin would not 
hearken to the voice of their brethren 
the children of Israel : 14 But 6 the 
children of Benjamin gathered them­
selves together out of the cities unto 
Gibeah, to go out to battle against the 
children of Israel. 15 And the children 
of Benjamin 7were numbered at that 
time out of the cities twenty and six 
thousand men that drew sword, beside 
the inhabitants of Gibeah, which were 
numbered seven hundred chosen men. 
16 Among all this people there were 
seven hundred chosen men 8lefthanded; 
every one could sling stones 9at an hair 
breadth, and not miss. 17 And the 
men of Israel, beside Benjamin, were 
numbered four hundred thousand men 

5 The act of the criminals 
involved the whole tribe 
in guilt unless they were 
given up. The death of 
the wrong-doers would 
remove the guilt from 
the tribe. 

So the sin of Achan fell 
on all Isrnel (Josh. vii. l ). 

The sin of Saul punished 
the nation (2 Sam. xvi. 
5-6). 

6The tribe adopt the ea use 
of the m·iminals as thDir 
own. A spirit of clan­
ship led them to take 
this step. 

7 Mustered. 

s Probably they could use 
both hands equally well. 

9 So as to hit a mark as 
small as a hair. 

The sling was of twisted 
thongs of leather. 

The Benjnmitcs wer-c 
famed for their skill in 
archery and slinging. 

Jonathan and Saul were 
great archer3. 
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that drew sword : all these were men of 
war. 
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Note the diminution in numbers since the census taken by Moses (Num. xxvi. 51)• 
Then Israel numbered 601,730. Now 400 000. 
Then Benjamin numbered 45,600. Now 26,000. 

A significant indication of the disturbed and troublous times. Constant and 
harassi.ig petty warfare had told npon the numbers of the people. 

First and Second Attacks upon Gibeah Repulsed. 
18 And the children of Israel arose 1 Bethel. Shiloh was too 

' far from the scene of 
and went up to 1"the house of God, 2and operations. 
asked counsel of God and said Which Z'l'he arkwas brough~to • , . Bethel (sec"· 27). Phme-
o{ us shall go up first to the battle agamst has inquired of the Lord 
h h "ld f B · · ? A d h through the Urim and t e c 1 ren o enJam1n . n t e Thnmmim (see"· 28). 

LoRD said, 3J udah shall go up first. 19 3 '!'he _answer does not 
d h 

.
1 

f I l . h promise snccess. It 
An t e chi dren o srae rose up m t e mer~ly assigns the lead-
morning, and encamped against Gibeah. ership to Jud ah. 
20 And the men of Israel went out to 
battle against Benjamin; and the men 
of Israel 4put themselves in array to 
fight against them at Gibeah. 21 And 
the children of Benjamin 5came forth out 
of Gibeah, and 6destroyed down to the 
ground of the Israelites that day twenty 
and two thousand men. 22 And the 
people the men of Israel 7encouraged 
themselves, and set their battle again 
in array in the place where they put 
themselves in array the first day. 23 
(And the children of Israel went up and 
wept before the LoRD until even, and 
asked 8counsel of the LoRD, saying, 
Shall I go up again to battle against 
the children of Benjamin my brother? 
And the LoRD said, Go up against him.) 
24 And the children of Israel came near 
against the children of Benjamin 9the 
second day. 25 And Benjamin went 
forth against them out of Gibeah the 
second day, and destroyed down to the 
ground of the children of Israel again 
10eighteen thousand men; nail these 
drew the sword. 

a sec R.V. and comment, p. 93. 

'~:::. i{b~~it~.forces in 
5 The high situation of the 

town and the difficult 
approach to it rendered 
Gibeah a position of 
great strength, 

6 Descriptive of m en 
struck down by the 
stones of the slingers. 

7 Still relying on their 
nu1nbers, so not yet in 
the .right spirit to con­
sult Jehovah. 

B So the high priest was 
there. 

9 i.e. second time of attack, 
not the <lay after the 
first attack. 

10 In the two fights 40,000 
men were lost. The 
slingers of Benjamin 
must have inflicted 
terrible sla ughtcr upon 
the host of Israel in the 
passes. 

n Fighting men, soldiers 
not villagers. 
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The Third Assault. Capture of Gibeah. 

26 Then all the children of Israel, ;~1~e1.onble defeat has 
and all the people, went up, and came humbled the people. 

t l t' 1 JG d d t d t they now approach un O a tie tlOlt'C O; 0 ' an wep ' an Sa .Jehovah in a right spirit. 
there before the LORD, and 2fasted that B Note the three eI1.<J.niries: 

'l ,r d ,r First. "Wlln shall go up day unt1 even, and ouere burnt 011er- first 1" They have no 
i a d p fl · b f th L D dcrnbt as to the justice o"s an eace o enngs e ore e OR • of their undertaking, 
27 And the children of Israel 3inq uired and no fear as to their 

Of the LORD, (for the ark of the cove- success. l'hey desire only to know who is to 
nant of God was there in those days, 28 lead them. 

Second. Shall we go up? 
And 4Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the still no doubt as to 

son of Aaron, stood before it in those ~,~c;tess.to T~~~wonlft 

days,) saying, Shall I yet again go out Jehovah approves,-

to battle against the children of Ben- ~;~~e~t~;.
th.i',:;~~~~1 

jamin my brother, or shall I cease? Th1;tas~~~Nc-~, go "P 
And the LORD said, SGo up ; for to- o,· cense? The full 
morrow I will deliver them into thine issue is now left to God. So they obtain 
hand. 29 And Israel set 81iers in wait a complete answer. 

b 
•Intro, p. 1. 

round a out Gibeah. 30 And the •A definite promise of 
h"ld f I 1 t · t th success at last. c t ren o srae wen up agatns e 6A body of men in ambush. 

children of Benjamin on the third day, The samo stratagem 

d h 1 · · ,,\!]tich had been success• an put t emse ves m array agam st ful against Ai (Josh. viii. 
Gibeah, as at other times. 3 r And the 41. ,md also employed by 

Abimelech against 
children of Benjamin went out agaim t Shechem (Judges ix. 4a). 
the people, and were drawn away from 7 The principal roads, one 

running to Bethel, and 
the city ; and they began to smite of the other to Gibeah, 

h 1 d k "11 h · not direct to the town, t e peop e, an 1 , as at ot er times, but into the open 

in the 7highways, of which one goeth up T,;g~~!i·. 
to 8 bthe house of God, and the other to 1 

(1) From Jerusalem to 
9Gibeah in the 10field, about thirty men of !

0
";:itel, the main 

Israel. 32 And the children of Benja- {2) A cross road, pass-
. f ing under the hill 

mm said, 11 They are smitten down be ore of Gibeah,and con-

us, as at the first. But the children of ~~aci~~~oad_ith this 
Israel said, 1ZLet us flee, and draw them BBethel. 
from the city unto the highways. 9Intl'O,, p. lxxv. 

lo GTh
1
_beeaop_en country near 

33 And all the men of Israel 13rose up h 
11 The Benj amites imagine 

out of their place, and put themselves Israel to be defeated as 
before. 

a see R.V. and comment, p. 93. b see R.V. and 
comment, p. 93. 

12 With a double object: (1) of dividing the forces of Benjamin, (2) of allowing the 
n1e11 in an1bush to seiv.e the city. 

rn i.e. left tlie place they had occupied, or retired from their former position. 
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in array at 14Baal-tamar: and 15the liers 
i11 wait of Israel came forth out of 16their 
places, even out of cthe meadows of Gibeah. 
34 And there came against Gibeah 17ten 
thousand chosen men out of all Israel, 
and the battle was 18sore : but they 
19knew not that evil was near them. 
35 And the LORD smote Benjamin be­
fore Israel : and the children of Israel 
destroyed of the Benjamites that day 
2°twenty and five thousand and an hun­
dred men : all these drew the sword. 
36 So the children of Benjamin saw that 
they were smitten: 21for the men of Israel 
22gave place to the Benjamites, because 
they 2Jtrusted unto the liers in wait which 
they had set beside Gibeah. 37 And 
the liers in wait hasted, and rushed 
upon Gibeah ; and the liers in wait 
2idrew themselves along, and 25smote all 
the city with the edge of the sword. 
38 Now there was an appointed sign 
between the men of Israel and the liers 
in wait, that they should make a <igreat 
" 6flame with smoke rise up out of the city. 
39 And when the men of Israel 27retired 
in the battle, Benjamin began to smite 
and kill of the men of Israel about thirty 
persons: for they said, Surely they are 
smitten down before us, as in the first 
battle. 40 But when the flame began 
to arise up out of the city with a pillar 
of smoke, the Benjamites looked behind 
them, and, behold, the flame of the city 
ascended up to heaven. 41 And when 
the men of Israel 28turned again, the men 
of Benjamin were amazed: for 29 they 
saw that evil was come upon them. 42 
Therefore they turned their backs before 

c see R.'i~. and comment. p. 93. d see R.V. and 
comment, p. 93. 
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14 The palm place \Intro., 
1'· Jxxi. ). It takes its 
na.nw from son1e palm­
trees. 

15 The men in ambush. 
rn Out of amuush. 
17 This woul<l appear to be 

the number of the men 
in ambush, who attacke<l 
the Benj ami tes in the 
rear. 

18 Severe. 
19 The meu of Benjamin 

were no aware of the 
stratage 

20 Almost wiping the tribe 
out of existence. 

21 A more detailed accotmt 
of the battle. 

22Retired before them in 
pretcn<lod flight. 

23 i.e. relied on their strata­
gem for success. 

24 Spread themselves out. 
25 They sacked the city 

before attacking t h e 
Benjamites in the field. 

The appointed sign, 

26 This was the signal to 
Israel. The_v continu€d 
thei! flight till they saw 
the smoke of the city, 
thus drawing the men 
of Benjamin further 
from Gibcah. 

21 i.e.in their feigned flight. 
Compare the assault on 

Ai (Josh. viii. 1:5). 

2B Stayed t h e i r flight, 
turned r o u n d and 
attacked Benjan1in. 

20 Olearly perceived that 
the battle was lost, nnd 
that they were thre<ct­
ened on all sides with 
destruction, 
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the men of Israel unto the 30way of the 
wilderness; but the 31battle overtook 
them ; and them which came out of the 
cities they destroyed in the midst of 
them. 43 Thus they 32inclosed the Ben­
jamites round about, and chased them, 
and 33trode them down •with ease over 
against Gibeah toward the sunrising. 
44 And there fell of Benjamin 34eighteen 
thousand men ; all these were men of 
valour. 45 And they turned and fled 
toward the wilderness unto the 35rock of 
Rimmon : and they 36gleaned of them in 
the highways 37five thousand men; and 
pursued hard after them unto Gidom, 
and slew 38 two thousand men of them. 
46 So that all which fell that day of 
Benjamin were twenty and five thousand 
men that drew the sword; all these were 
men of valour. 47 But six hundred 
men turned and fled to the wilderness 
unto the rock 39 Rimmon, and abode 
iri the rock Rimmon four months. 
48 And the men of Israel turned again 
upon the children of Benjamin, 40and 
smote them with the edge of the sword, 
as well the men of every city, as the 
beast, and all that came to hand: also 
they set on fire all the cities that they 
came to. 

c sec R.V, and comment, p. 93. 

[xx. 43-xxr. 3 

30 The wilderness stretch­
ing from Jericho to 
Bethel, perhaps making 
for the Jordan. 

31 The victorious forces 
of Israel pressed hard 
upon the Benjamites. 

s;i,e. attackea them on all 
sides. 

ss As treading grapes. 

B• In the main battle 18,000 
fell. 

35- Intro., p. lxxxv. 
86 Another metaphor from 

the harvest, i.e. the 
slaughter in the battle 
was like the harvest 
proper. Compared with 
it the fugitives slain in 
the pursuit were a mere 
handful~t he gleaning 
only. 

37 i.e. 5,000 of the second 
band; probably t h e y 
had gone along the 
second highway of v. 31. 

382,000 more in the pursuit. 
39 Intro., p. Ixxxv. 

<0 They treated the tribe 
of 'Benjamin and its 
cities with t h e same 
severity as they dealt 
out to the heathen 
Canaanites. 

The sin of Benjamin well 
deserved punishment, 
but this savage cruelty 
may indicate revengeful 
feelings for the form er 
defeats of the combined 
tribes. 

May not Phinehas have 
been the instigator of 
this ruthless punishment 
in his de:-;ire to root out 
the abominable rites of 
idolatry? 

How the Tribe of Benjamin was Preserved from Extinction. 
21 Now the men of Israel had 1sworn 

in 2Mizpeh, saying, There shall not any 
of us give his daughter unto Benjamin 
to wife. 2 And the people came ato the 
house of God, and abode there till even 
before God, and lifted up their voices, 
and wept sore; 3 And said, 0 LoRD 

a sec R. V. and comment, p, 98. 

1 A rash oath taken at the 
gathering at Mizpeh in 
their indignation against 
Benjamin. 

2See Intro., p. 1xxxiii. 
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God of Israel, 3why is this come to pass 
in Israel, that there should be to day 
one tribe lacking in Israel? 4 And it 
came to pass on the morrow, that the 
people rose early, and built there an 
altar, and offered burnt offerings and 
peace offerings. 5 And the children of 
Israel said, vVho is there among all 
the tribes of Israel that 4came not up 
with the congregation unto the LORD? 
For they had 5made a great oath con­
cerning him that came not up to the 
LORD to Mizpeh, saying, He shall 
surely be put to death. 6 And the 
children of Israel 6repented them for 
Benjamin their brother, and said, There 
is one tribe cut off from Israel this day. 
7 How shall we do for wives for them 
that remain, seeing we have sworn by 
the LORD that we will not give them of 
our daughters to wives? 8 And they 
said, 7\Vhat one is there of the tribes of 
Israel that came not up to Mizpeh to 
the LoRD ? And, behold, there came 
none to the camp from 8Jabesh-gilead to 
the assembly. g For the people 9were 
numbered, and, behold, there were none 
of the inhabitants of J abesh-gilead there. 
ro And the congregation sent thither 
10twelve thousand men of the valiantest, 
and commanded them, saying, Go and 
smite the inhabitants of J abesh-gilead 
with the edge of the sword, with the 
women and the children. I I And this 
is the thing that ye shall do, 11 Ye shall 
utterly destroy every male, and every 
woman that hath lain by man. r2 

And they found among the inhabitants 
of J abesh-gilead four hundred young 
virgins, that had known no man by 
lying with any male : and they brought 

81 

s They repented bitterly 
of the rash oath they 
had taken. 

4 i.e. did not respond to the 
call to march against 
Gibeah. 

5 Another rash 011th, also 
taken at Mizpeh. 

6 Felt remorse for the oath 
they ha,l taken 11gainst 
Benjamin. 

7 What city out of t h c 
tribes'/ 

B Intro., p. hxix. 
!:l VY ere n1 ustered. 

10 One thousand from e"'ch 
tribe. 

11 D e v o t e them to de­
struction. 
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them unto the camp to 12Shiloh, which is 
in the land of Canaan. 13 And the 
whole congregation 13.:;ent some to speak 
to the children of Benjamin that were 
in the rock Rimmon, and bfo call peaceably 
unto them. 14 And Benjamin 14came 
:i.gain at that time ; and they gave them 
wives which they had saved alive of the 
women of Jabesh-gilead: and 16yet so 
they sufficed them not. 15 And the 
people repented them for Benjamin, 
because that the LORD 16had made a 
breach in the tribes of Israel. 16 Then 
the elders of the congregation said, 
17How shall we do for wives for them 
that remain, seeing the women are 
destroyed out of Benjamin ? 17 And 
they said, 18There must be an inheritance 
for them that be escaped of Benjamin, 
that a tribe be not destroyed out of 
Israel. 18 Howbeit 19 we may not give 
them wives of our daughters : for the 
children of Israel have sworn, saying, 
Cursed be he that giveth a wife to 
Benjamin. 19 Then they said, Behold, 
there is a 20£east of the LORD in Shiloh 
yearly in a place 21 which is on the north 
side of Beth-el, on the east side of 
the 22highway that goeth up from 
Bethel to 23 Shechem, and on the 
south of Lebonah. 20 Therefore they 
commanded the children of Benjamin, 
saying, 2iGo and lie in wait in the vine­
yards; 21 And see, and, behold, if the 
daughters of Shiloh come out to dance 
in 25dances, then come ye out of the vine­
yards, and catch you every man his 
wife of the daughters of Shiloh, and go 
to the land of Benjamin. 22 And it 
shall be, when their fathers or their 

b see R.V. and comment, p. 93. 

[xxr. 13-22 

12 The arl{ had returned 
from Bethel to Shiloh. 

1B They sent a deputation 
to the rock Rimmon to 
make peace with the 
survivors of the t,ribe of 
Benjamin. They had 
returned from .Jabesh 
Gilea,l heyond the Jor­
dan to Shiloh which is 
in Canaan proper. 

14 Returned t,o their aban­
doned cities. 

15 There were 200 short. 

16 The loss of one tribe 
would be a breaking up 
of the nnrnber twelve. 

l7How shall we find wives 
for them .and yet keep 
our oath? Thev keep the 
oath in the letter, but 
break it in the spirit 

1s i.e. the territory assigned 
originally t,o Benjamin 
must remain the inde­
pendent possession of 
the rernnant oft.he tribe. 
Thus tb e tribe would be 
preserved. 

19 Forb,dden hy their oath 
to give their daughters 
as wives to the Bcnja­
n1itc survhor.s, they 
adopt a plan to allow 
the Benjamitcs to take 
them for themselves. 

20 Possibly the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 

21 The n1inute descriptiou 
of the situation told the 
Benjamites the exact 
spot where they would 
come upon the dancing 
maidens. 

>2 Flight toBenj amin along 
the high road would be 
easily effected. 

23Intro., p. lxxxv. 
:H. rrbe elders suggest to the 

Benjamites what they 
should do, and guara.ntee 
a peaceable adjustment 
of any complaint that 
might be made subse­
quently by the friends 
of the maidens (see 
t'. 22). 

2-5 The dances of a -vintage 
festival. 
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brethren come unto us to complain, 
that we will say unto them, Be favour­
able unto them for our sakes: because 
we reserved not to each man his wife 
26in the war: 27for ye did not give unto 
them at this time, that ye should be 
guilty. 23 And the children of 
Benjamin did so, and took them 
wives, according to their number, of 
them that danced, whom they caught: 
and they went and returned unto 28 their 
inheritance, and repaired 29 the cities, and 
dwelt in them. 24 And the children of 
Israel 30departed thence at that time, 
every man to his tribe and to his family, 
and they went out from thence every 
man to his inheritance. 25 31In those 
days there was no king in Israel : every 
man did that which was right in his 
own eyes. 

M 

>Gi,e.against Jabesh Gilead. 
27 i.e. the maidens have 

boen taken, you have 
not given them in 
marrh1ge, and so have 
not broken the oath. 

Compare the rape of the 
Sabini women by the 
Romans under Romulus 
in the early days of Rome 
(Livy, Book 1 Chap. ix.). 

2s The land of their pos­
session. 

29 Destroyed by the other 
tribes after the capture 
of Gibeah. 

30 i.e. from Shiloh; having 
arranged everything. 

s1 Descriptive of the state 
of the country. There 
was neither settled form 
of government, nor a. 
recognized c en t r al 
authority. 



COMMENTS 
ON THE 

REVISED VERSION 
"Now the children of Judah had fought against Jerusalem and had takeu 

it, and smitten it with the edge of the sword." {i. 8.) 
Had fought. Had taken, Had smitten. 

R.V. Fought. Took. Smote. 
The A.V. would make it appear that these events had happened 

before the defeat of Adoni-bezek at Bezek, whereas they occurred 
afterwards. The tense of the R.V. makes this clear. 

" The Oanaanites that dwelt in the mountain, and in the south, and in the 
valley." (i. 9.) 

The mountain. The south. The valley. (see also i. 19.) 

R.V. The hill country. The South. The lowland. 
Hill country = the highland of the central range, forming in Judah 

what is known as the hill country of Judah (see p. liv.). 
The South = the Negeb (sec p. liv.). 
The Valley = the Shephelah or plain of the Philistines (seep. liv). 

"Thou hast given me a south land." (i. 15.) 

R.V. Thou hast set me in the land of the South. 
Achsah requests that, as Caleb had given her Debir which is 

situated in the dry and comparatively barren Negeb, he would 
also grant her "springs of water." The south is the Negeb 
(see p. liv.). 

"Also Judah took Gaza with the coast thereof, etc." (i. 18.) 

and passim. Coast. 
R.V. Border, 

Coast, which is now applied to the seaside only, formerly meant 
"a border" generally (see Glossary). The R.V. has rightly 
replaced a word of archaic meaning by its modern equivalent. 

"And the house of Joseph sent to descry Beth-el." 
man corneforth out of the city." 

Descry. Spies. 
R.V. Spy out. Watchers. 

"And the spies saw a 
(i. 23, 24.) 

The people of Beth-el remained close in the city. The Israelites 
dared not attack, being in ignorance of the path that led to the 
gate. So they set posts or piekets to closely watch the city. 
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" They put the Oanaanites to tribute." (i. 28.) 
Tribute. 

R.V. Taskwork. 
"The Oanaanites dwelt among them and became tributaries." (i. 30.) 

Tributaries. 

R. V. Subject to task work. 
Task work =Forced labour upon public works, e.g. the building of the 

Temple and Pa,laces in the reign of Solomon. 
Israel had been forced to work in the brickfields of Egypt to 

build the grea,t cities and monuments of Egypt, and when in 
power themselves they adopted the same principle towards subject 
nations. They followed a well-recognized custom of the East. 

"The Ainorites forced the children of Dan into the mountain." (i. 34.) 

Mountain. 
R.V. Hill country. 

See Comment on i. 9. 

"The gods of the people that were round about them." (ii. 12.) 
People. 

R.V. The Peoples. 
The R.V. translatejl correctly. The different nations by which 

Palestine was occupied at the time of the conquest worshipped 
many gods, each nation having its own specia,l deity. 

"And served Baalim and the groves." (iii. 7.) 

The groves. 

R.V. The Asheroth. 
Ashtaroth (singular, Asheroth) is the general name to denote the 

leading female deity of the Oanaanitish tribes, a moon goddess. 
The name Ashtaroth (translated in the A.V. groves) was tra,ns­
ferred from the deity itself to the wooden images of the goddess. 

" The Lord raised up a deliverer .•• to the children of Israel who 
delivered them." (iii. 9.) 

Deliverer. Delivered. and passim. 

R.V, Saviour. R.V. Saved. 
Not merely delivering the people from the oppression, but saving 

them from the consequences of their idolatry. 

"He could not draw the dagger out of his belly; and the dirt came 
out." (iii. 22.) 

R.V. And it came out behind. 
The passage is difficult. The R. V. adopts the rendering that the 

sword came out through the body of the king. 
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"And he blew a trumpet in the mountain of Ephraim." (iii. 27.) 
The mountain of Ephraim. 

R.V. The hill country of Ephraim. 
The A.V. would make it appear that the district described is a 

single mountain or mountainous range. \Yhat is meant is the 
hilly district in the territory of Ephraim. (Seep. liv.) 

'· Pitched his tent 1mto the plain of Zaanaim." (iv. 11.) 
Unto the plain. 

R.V. As far as the oak. 
What is meant is the oak forest of Zaanaim, near Kedcsh. The 

character of the country will explain why Sisera took refuge 
thore (v. 17). 

"She covered him with a mantle." (iv.18.) 
A mantle. 

R.V. A rug. 
The rug upon which Jae! would sleep, and which according to 

Eastern custom is spread upon the ground. 

"Jael IIeber's il'ife took .a nail of the tent." (iv, 21.) 
A nail of the tent. 

R. V. A tent-pin. 
Jae! took one of the pegs or pins used to fasten the tent ropes to 

the ground. The hammer would be the heavy wooden mallet 
used to drive these pegs into the ground. 

"For he was fast asleep and weary. So he died." (iv. 21.) 

R.V. For he was in a deep sleep; so he swooned and died. 
The A.V. gives a better and more intelligible rendering, Sisera 

was fallen into a deep sleep and was exhausted, i.e. thoroughly 
tired out. "So he swooned and died ",is hardly intelligible. With 
a tent-peg driven through his temples Sisera would die instantly. 

" The hand of the children of Israel prospered and prevailed." (iv. 24,) 

Prospered and prevailed. 
R.V. Prevailed more and more. 

The pressure of Israel upon Jabin became heavier and heavier. 
The idea conveyed by the original is progress and continual 
increase. 

" And they came as grasshoppers for multitmle.'' 
Grasshoppers. 

R.V. Locusts. 

{vi. 5.) 

Locusts conveys not merely the idea of the multitude of the invaders, 
but also the devastation wrought by their inroad, 
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"And I8rael was greatly impoverished because of the .~Iidianites."(vi. 6.) 

Greatly impoverished. 
R.V. Brought very low. 

Not merely brought to a state of poverty, but to a condition of 
utter helplessness. 

" His son Gideon threshed wheat by the wine press." (vi. 11.) 

Threshed wheat by the winepress. 
R.V. Was beating out wheat in the winepress. 

The original does not mean the usual method of threshing wheat 
on the open floors with threshing implements or with oxen; but 
that Gideon was beating out the wheat with a stick or flail. 
This was the method employed by the poor people only. Gideon 
was beating out the wheat in the winepress or trough; which was 
probably in a concealed spot and thus hidden from the sight of 
the Midianites. 

"Jiy family i8 poor in Jianasseh." (vi. 15.) 
Poor. 

R.V. Poorest. 
The meanest or humblest in position, not the poorest in worldly 

goods. 

"Shew me a sign that thou talkest with me." (vi. 17.) 

That thou talkest with me. 
R.V. That it is thou that talkest with me. 

Gideon required to be assured that it was really God who v-as 
speaking to him. The R.V, makes this clear. 

"Cut down the grove that is by it." 
The grove. 

R.V. The Asherah. 

(vi. 25.) 
and passim. 

The wooden columns, the images and symbols of the goddess 
Asheroth or Astarte. 

" T.)pon the top of this rock in the ordered place." (vi. 26. i 

This rock in the ordered place, 
R.V. This strong hold in the orderly manner. 

This stronghold = the top of the mountain, upon which the 
fortress of Ophrah was situated. 

In the orderly manner = according to the manner prescribed by 
the Law (Ex. xx. 24-2tii, 

"I will put a fleece of wool in the flcor." (vi. 37.) 
In the floor. 

R.V. On the threshing-floor. 
The threshing floor was a flat space, generally open, but sometimes 

covered. Gideon would lay the fleece stretched out on the floor. 
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"And thrust the fleece together." (vi. 38.) 

Thrust. 

R.V. Pressed. 
"Pressed" describes the action of wringing the moisture out of the 

fleece. 

" So that the host of the Midianites were on the north siile of 
them." (vii. 1.) 

So that the host of the Midianites were, (see also vii. 8.) 

R.V. And the camp of Midian was. 
"Camp" or" encampment" describes the position of the Midianitcs. 

" Gideon . • , returned from battle before the sun ~as up." (viii. 13.) 
Before the sun was up. 

R.V. From the ascent of Heres. 
The A.V. follows the Chaldec Version. The Septuagint renders as 

a proper name, i.e. "by the ascent (or mountain road) of Heras," 
thus marking the route and not the time of Gideon's return. 

" The ornaments that were on their camels' necks." 

" Beside ornaments and collars." 
Ornaments. Collars, 

R. V. Crescents. Pendants. 

(viii. 21.) 

(viii, 26.) 

The ornaments were of gold in the shape of half-moons or crescents, 
such as men and women wore upon their necks, and which they 
also hung upon the necks of camels. The custom is still prevalent 
in Arabia. 

"Collars" should be ear-drops or pendants (Lit. "little drops''). 

"By the plain of the pillar that was in Shechein." (ix. 6.) 
Plain. (see also ix. 37.) 

R.V. Oak. 
·what is meant is the stone or monument set up by Joshua 

(Josh. xxiv. 26) under the famous oak or terebinth at Shechem 
(Gen. xxxv. 4) as a memorial of the covenant. 

" And go to be promoted over the trees." (ix. 9, 11 and 13.) 

To be promoted over the trees. 

R.V. To wave to and fro over the trees. 
Lit. " to float about," "tu move unsteadily," and may mean either 

the restlessness of an idle king, or the distractions and cares of 
a monarch's life. It may also refer to the instability of kingly 
greatness. 
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" When Abiinelech had reigned three years over Israel." /ix. 22.) 
Had reigned. 

R.V. Was Prince. 
Abimelech wae not king over all Israel, but a prince or chieftain 

over a portion of the nation, possibly over the tribes of Ephraim 
and Manasseh only. 

"The men of Shechem, which aided him in the killing of his 
brethren." (ix. 24.) 

Aided him in the killing of. 
R.V. Strengthened his hands to slay. 

The men of Shcchcm had supported Abimelech by furnishing him 
with money, with which he was able to hire worthless fellows, to 
accomplish his design of putting his brothers to death (ix. 4, 5.) 

"And made merry, and went into the house of their god." (ix. 27.) 

Made merry. 
R.V. Held festival. 

The Shechemites were holding the usual festival at vintage time. 

"They fortify the city against thee." (ix. 31.) 

R.V. They constrain the city to take part against thee. 
Gaal and his men were not fortifying the city, but stirring up the 

citizens to revolt against the rule of Abimelech. 

"Thus God rendered the wickedness of Abiinelech." 

"And all the evil of the rnen of Shechern did God 
heads." 

Rendered. Render. 
R.V. Requited. Requite. 

(ix. 56.) 

render upon their 
(ix. 57.) 

The A.V. here uses" render" in the sense of" requite." The R.V. 
supplies the modern word. 

" The daitghters of Israel went yearly to lament the daughter of 
Jephthah." (xi. 40.) 

Lament. 
R.V. Celebrate. 

Not to lament her fate, but rather to praise or celebrate her 
devotion. 

" And the Gileadites 
Ephrairnites." 

Passages. 
R.V. Fords. 

took the passages of Jordan before the 
(xii. 5.) 

The A.V. uses "passages" in the sense of '' a mountain pass,"or "a 
ford of a river." The R.V. replaces by the modern word. 
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"And he had forty sons and thirty nephews:' 
Nephews, 

R.V. Soos' sons. 
The original means "sons' sons," i.e. grandsons. 

(xii. H.) 

" How shall we order the child, and how shall we do unto 
him 1" (xiii. 12.) 

R.V. What shall be the manner of the child, and what 
shall be his work? 

The child was to be a Nazarite, and his work would be to begin to 
deliver Isrncl. So much the angel had already told the woman 
(xiii. 5). l\fanoah asks for further confirmation. 

'' Why askest thou thus after my name, seeing it is secret" ? • (xiii. 18.) 
Secret. 

RV. Wonderful. 
The original signifies "wonderful" (see Isaiah ix. 6). 

"Meat offering." (xiii. 19 and 23.) 
R.V. Meal offering. 

Taking the modern sense of ·•meat" = flesh food, the A.V. would 
seem to mean "an offering of the flesh of some animal." 

But the old English rnnse of "meat" is anything to eat. In fact. 
the offering consisted of fine flour, salt, mixed with oil and 
frankincense, but without leaven. It contained no flesh at all. 
The R.V. rendering" meal offering" conveys the true idea of its 
character. 

" Thirty sheets and thirty change of garments.'' 
Sheets. 

R.V. Linen garments. 
Tunics or shirts of linen worn next the skin. 

(xiv. 12.) 

"Now shall I be more blameless than the Philistines, though I do them 
a displeasure." (xv. 3.) 

R.V. This time I shall be blameless in regard of the 
Philistines, when I do them a mischief. 

The R.V. correctly describes the feeling of Samson. Before, when 
he raided Askelon, he was allied to the Philistine nicl,tion by 
marriage, Now that his wifo was given to another, he was no 
longer under any obligation to the Philistine nation, and thus 
free to take his revenge. 

" Though ye have done this, yet will I be avenged of yoit, and after that 
Iu:ill cease." (xv, 7.) 

Though ye have done this, yet will I be avenged. 
R.V. If ye do after this manner, surely I will be avenged. 

Lit. "If ye do these things (i.e. act in this manner) I will not 
cease till I have been avenged." 
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"The top of the rock Elam." {xv. 8 and 11.) 

Top. 
R.V. Cleft. 

"What is meant is a "cliff cave," the natural refuge of fugitives. 
Samson had taken refuge in some such cave. The men of Judah 
went up (verse 11) to the top of the rock, and then went down 
(verse 12) to the cave to bind Samson. 

" The Philistines shouted against him." 
'Against him. 

R. V. As they met him. 

(xv. 14.) 

The Philistines shouted with joy as Samson came in sight bound 
and escorted by the men o.f Judah. 

'' But God clave an hollow place that was in the jaw." (xv. 19.) 
An hollow place that was in the jaw. 

R.V. The hollow place that is in Lehi. 
'' The word translated 'hollow place ' means' a -mortar.' Here it is 

evidently a hollow or basin among the cliffs of Lehi, which, 
from its shape, was called 'the mortar' (with special allusion to 
the name of the place, Lehi, which means a jawbone). In this 
hollow a spring burst out in Samson's need, and abundantly 
quenched his thirst" (S.O.). 

" And took the doors of the gate of the city and the two posts, and went 
away with them, bar and all." (xvi. 3.) 

Took. Went away with them. 
R.V. Laid hold of. Plucked them up. 

Samson grasped or laid hold of the gates and posts and tore them 
up out of the ground together with the bar that fastened them. 

" New ropes that never were occupied." (xvi. 11.) 

That never were occupied. 

R.V. Wherewith no work hath been done. 
The A.V. uses" occupy" in the obsolete sense of "employ, use." 

The ropes had not been usod for any work. 
"And went away with the pin of the beam.'' 

Went away. 
RV. Plucked away. 

(xvi. 14.) 

Samson tore out the pin from its socket and went away with the 
loom and the pin fastened to his hair. 

'' Five men from their coasts." (xviii. 2.) 

Their coasts. 
R.V. Their whole number. 

Lit. "ends," an expression signifying "from their who!e body." 
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"How they_ dwelt careless." (xviii. 7.) 
Careless. 

R.V. In Security. 
The A.V. uses the word "careless" in the obsolete sense of "free 
- from care and anxiety," i.e. secure. 

"There was- no magistrate in the land, that m·ight put them to shame in 
any thing." (xviii. 7.) 

There was no magistrate in the land, 

R.V. There was none in the land possessing authority. 
What is meant is that there was no neighbouring chieftain powerful 

enough to do them any harm. 

"Six hundred men appointed with weapons of war." (xviii, 11, 16, 17.) 
Appointed. 

R.V. Girt. 
Heb. "girded," i.e. with their swords girt to the side, ready to march 

and for battle. 

"Put the little ones and the cattle and the carriage before them." 
_ Carriage, (xviii. 21.} 

R.V. Ooods. 
The A.V. uses "carriage " in the obsolete sense "of something 

carried," i.e. baggage or luggage, and not as" the act of carrying," 
or "the vehicle whereon anything is carried." (See 1 Sam. 
xvii. 20-22; Acts xxi. 15.) The R.V. replaces by a modern word. 

"A certain Levite sojourning on the side of Mount Ephraim." (xix. 1.) 

On the side of Mount Ephraim. (also xix. 18.) 

R.V. On the farther side of the hill country of 
Ephraim. 

Lit. "in the more remote parts of the hill country," i.e. the 
Levite lived in the part furthest removed from Judah. 

"And they tarried until afternoon, ani they did eat both of the·m." (xix. 8.) 
And they tarried until afternoon. 

R.V. Tarry ye until the day declineth. 
The mood is imperative. The father induces his daughter and the 

Levite to stay a litt.Ie longer. 
Afternoon Lit. "the declining of the day." 

"And the children of Israel arose and went up to the house of 
God." (xx. 18.) 

" All the people went 1tp and came unto the house of God.'' (xx. 26.) 
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"In the highways of which one goeth iip to the house •Of God." (xx. 31.) 

The house of God: 

R.V. Beth-el. 
The A.V. follows the Vulgate which has" the house of God." 
'l'he R.V. follows the Septuagint which renders "Beth-el." The 

word Beth-el, though meaning the house of God, always refers to 
the town Beth-el, and not to the site of the tabernacle, which is 
rendored by a different word. Beth-el, on the border of Ephraim, 
and only five or six miles from Gibeah, would be a convenient 
rendezvous. Shiloh is distant sixteen miles from Gibeah. The 
ark was probably moved from Shiloh to Bcth-el. 

" Came forth out of their places, even out of the meadows of Gibeah." 
The meadows of Gibeah, (xx. 33.) 

R.V. Maareh-geba. 
The R.V. follows the Septuagint and t~anslates by a proper name. 

Etymologically the word signifies a bare open region destitute of 
wood, but such a place would be very unsuitable for an ambush. 

"They should make a great flame with smoke rise up out of the city." 
(xx. 38.) 

A great flame with smoke. 

R.V. A great cloud of smoke. 
Lit. "to cause smoke rising to ascend." 

'' Trade them down with ease.'' 
With ease. 

R.V. At their resting place. 

(xx. 4.3.) 

Heb. ''rest." Probably it means that the Benjamites were pursued 
even to their cities where they hoped to find rest and shelter. 

" Sent some to speak to the children of Benjamin that were iii the rock 
Rimmon, and to call peaceably unto them." (xxi. 13.) 

To call peaceably unto them. 

R.V. Proclaimed peace with them. 
Israel made peace with Benjamin aHer the war, 
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Abroad = away from home, not necessarily out of the country. Ibzan 

"sent his daughters abroad," i.e. married them into other tribes 
(xii. 9). 

All to, an adverb = altogether, cornpldely, entirely. "And all to brake 
his skull" (ix. 53) = she completely crushed his skull. Brake is here 
past tense, and not an infinitive. 

'Al' was originally used as an intensive adverb, prefixed to verbs compounded 
with 'to' as an intensive preposition. Then' al to' can1e to be regarded as an 
a'1verb used in con1position ,vith verbs; and finally as an adverb simplet used 
not only with verbs but with adjectives"' (WRIGHT). 

Amazed. In the A.V. this word has a somewhat different meaning from 
its modern signification. 

li£odern = great surprise or astonishment. 
A. V. = confounded, bewildered by fear or any strong emotion. So 

the Benjamites were amazed (i.e. bewildered, in hopeless perplexity as 
to what to do) when they saw the city fired behind them (xx. 41). 

Baal-berith = the covenant Baal, or the Baal of the covenant, i.e. Baal 
with whom Israel had made a covenant, just as they had made a 
covenant with God. 

Here we see the process of religious decline at Shechem. 
First, there was the worship of Jehovah under the form of an 

image. 
Secondly, there was the worship of Baal, as the covenant god, in 

place of Jehovah. 
Belial. This word is given in the A. V. as if it were a proper name. 

' Sons of Belial" (xix. 22). The word, however, signifies u·orthlessness. 
Hence " Sons of Belia!" means worthless, good-for-nothing fellows. 

Breach, a creek, i.e. the places where the sea has broken in and made a 
breach in the land. Asher " abode in his breaches," i.e. remained in 
the bays on the sea coast. 

Bridal Customs (as illustrated in the history of Samson). 
1. The selection of the bride is not undertaken by the suitor himself, 

but is the duty of his parents, or of a friend. 
Thus Samson, when he had seen a woman of Timnath whom he 

desired to make his wife, said to his parents, "Get her for rne to 
icife" (xiv. 1-2). 

So Isaac wooed Rebekah through Eliezer, the Eervant of Abraham 
(Gen. xxiv. 1-4). 

So Shechem sued for the hand of Dinah through bis father, 
Hamor (Gen. xxxiv. 4-8). 

2. If the proposal is favourably received by the parents of the maiden 
the dowry is then arranged. 

There is no mention of this in the history of Samson, but the 
proposal of his wife's father to substitute the younger daughter can 
be explained by this custom. The father had already received a 
dowry from Samson, and when the woman had been given to the 
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friend of Samson another dowry had been given. So if the father 
could induce Samson to take his younger daughter the father 
would retain the double dowry. 

Eliezer bestowed presents on Rebekah and her relations (Gen. 
xxiv. 53-54). 

Shechem offered "never so much dowry (for Dinah) and gifts " 
(for Jacob and his sons) (Gen. xxxiv. 12). 

Occasionally some service was rendered in lieu of a present:-
Jacob served seven years for Leah and seven years for Rachel 

(Gen. xxix. 18-20). 
Othniel won the hand of Achsah, Caleb's daughter, by the capture 

of Debir (i. 12). 
David gained Michal, Saul's daughter, by his exploits against the 

Philistines (1 Sam. xviii. ?3-25). 
3. After the ma-rriage contract or dowry has been settled, the parties are 

betrothed, when the maiden becomes the espoused wife of her future 
husband. There is often a considerable interval between the 
espousal and the marriage. 

Thus it is said of the Virgin Mary that she was the "espoused" 
wife of Joseph (St. Matt. i. 18, St. Luke ii. 5). 

4. During the interval between betrothal and marriage the bridegroom 
communicates with his bride by means of a friend, who was 
named the "friend of the bridegroom." 

This person is termed "companion" (xiv. 20). From xiv. 11_ it 
would appear that the parents of the bride supplied this person 
and other guests at the feast, contrary to the usual custom (see note, 
xiv. 11, p. 58). 

5. The Marriage Feast. A grand feast was prepared for the marriage, 
the splendour and length of which depended upon the circumstances 
of the bridegroom. 

The Wedding Feast of Samson lasted seven days (xiv. 15). 
This period was spent in entertainments of various kinds. 

Samson propounded a riddle for his guests to sol,e (xiv. 10-12). 
6. The bride was conducted to the bridegroom's house by a procession 

generally at night. There was no procession at Samson's wedding 
for, disgusted with the treachery of his wife and her friends, he 
returned to his father's house without his bride (xiv. 19). 

Careless. "flow they dwelt careless." In the literal sense of 'void of 
care' corresponding to the Lat. securus and English secure. 

Carriage, "Put the little ones and the cattle and the carriage before 
them." Baggage, luggage, requiring to be carried; not "the act of 
carrying'' or" the vehicle whereon any thing is carried." 

Change of Garments. We have a similar use of 'change' as plural in 
Shakespeare, Taming of the Shrew (IV. iii. 37), "with scarfs and fans 
and double change of bravery.'' The possession of a large number of 
robes was an indication of wealth in the East (Job xx,ii. 16), and it 
was a common custom to make presents of costly robes. 

Chariots of iron. War chariots having wheels with iron tires. It does 
not mean that the chariots were made of iron. They were low 
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chadots entered from behind, carrying two persons, one of whom 
managed the horses and the other u,ed his military weapons. 

These iron chariots of the Oanaanites were objects of great dread to 
the Israelites. 

The tribe of llfana.sseh could take possession of the hill country and 
the forests but could not drive the Oanaanites out of the towns of 
Bethshean, Taanach, Dor, Ibleam and Megiddo in the plt,in of 
Jezrcel, nor could Judah get possession of the low country because of 
the chariots of the Oanaanites which were so formidable on the 
plain. 

Coasts (from the Latin costa, a rib, through the French caste) = a border, 
though now applied to the sea coast only. 

Cubit (Jewish, anemah). A measure of length, the distance from the 
elbow to the extremity of the little finger. The greatest estimate is 
between nineteen and twenty inches, and the least rather less than 
a foot. For the purpose of general calculation, eighteen inches is the 
length agreed upon. 

Descry. "And the house of Joseph sent to descry Bethel" (i. 23) = to 
observe in a military sense, to reconnoitre. 

"Who bath descried the number of the foe " (Richard III. V. 
iii. 9). 

Ephah. A measure of capacity (dry measure) equivalent, according to 
Josephus, to nearly nine gallons, but according to Rabbinical 
calculations, not quite four and a half gallons. 

Ephod. A sacred vestment, originally resen-ed for the high priest, but 
afterwards worn by ordinary priests. 

The Ephod consisted of two parts, one of which covered the back, 
and the other the breast and upper part of the body. The two -parts 
were joined on the shoulder with two large onyx stones, on each of 
which was engraved the names of six of the tribes of Israel. 

With the Ephod the priest wore a girdle of gold, blue, purple, 
scarlet, and :fine twisted linen round the waist. 

Gideon made an ephod at Ophrah, out of the ornaments taken from 
the M:idianites. 

:'.'.licah made an ephod for the worship of the image he had made 
(xvii. 5). 

Fearful. " Whosoever is fearful and afraid" (vii. 3). Here used in the 
sense of "timorous, faint-hearted," and not in the usual sense of 
" causing fear." 

Gate. Kitto thus describes the kind of gate that Samson carried away 
from Gaza : " They do not fit into the wall, but lie against it. They 
are not shaped to the arch; they close, but rectangularly and folding. 
There is no hinge, but the joints of the doors descend into a socket in 
the stone, and in like manner the door is secured above it in a 
projecting bracket of wood. There is no difficulty but in the weight 
of the larger doors in lifting them out of their sockets; and the feat 
of Samson consisted in thus lifting and carrying both valves at once­
for they were barred togcthcr--of the heavy town gate, and carrying 
them away." 

There appears to have been some spot set apart near the gate of a 



WORDS AND PHRASES EXPLAINED. 97 

city where important matters were transacted, and where kings and 
magistrates sat and administered justice, 

Haft (A.S. hmft, from hwfed, past. part. of habban, to have or hold) = tltat 
by which anything is held, a handle. "And the haft also went in 
after the blade" (iii. 22). 

Key (see Lock). 

Lewdness (Lewd is from A.S. lruwed, lay, as opposed to clerical). In Old 
English " lewd " meant " the people " as distinguished from the 
clergy; then it came to signify (1) the common people, (2) the 
ignorant and unlearned, (3) the wicked, and (4) the vicious; similarly 
"lewdness" originally meant rusticity, ignorance. Its modern 
meaning is villainy, wickedness. 

Lock. The sliding bolt of the lock is secured by a number of small pins 
which drop into corresponding holes in the bolt as eoon as the latter 
is pushed into the hole or staple of the door post. 

The key also has small pieces, made to correspond with the holes 
into which they are introduced to open the lock; the former pins 
being thus pushed up, the bolt can be drawn back. 

Man of God, a name that appears to have been the ordinary designation 
of a prophet. It is a title frequently assigned to Elijah and Elisha. 

The appellation first appears with reference to the angel who 
appeared to llfanoah and his wife, announcing the birth of Samson 
(xiii. 6). 

The prophet who denounced the calf-worship, instituted by Jeroboam 
at Bethel, is styled "a nian of God out of Judah" (1 Kings xiii. 1). 

The widow at Zarephath is the first to call Elijah by this title, " 0 
thoit man of God" (1 Kings xvii. 18). 

Millstone. The mills were of two kinds : 
1. Large stationary mills in which the millstone was turned by 

an ass. 
2. Handmills, constructed of two stones, the " upper " and" nether" ; 

the former was the lighter of the two, and from ik position it 
was called the" rider." It was the upper or rider millstone which 
a woman cast at Abimeiech {ix. 53). · 

"These millstones are seldom more than a few inches above 
two feet in diameter, though we have sometimes seen them larger. 
They are circular and flat. The upper stone is made to turn upon 
the other by means of a handle of wood, which is inserted into it, 
and by means of which two women, seated opposite to each other, 
are able to keep it in rotatory motion without excessive labour" 
{KITTO). 

Grinding was a work performed by females, and Samson in 
prison was put to this work as a special insult and degradation. 
The desire of the Philistines was not to turn Samson's strength 
to account so much as to inflict upon him ,:, indignity and 
humiliation. 

•"The humiliating character of this labour is shown by the allusions to it in 
Scripture as a disgrace which the Chaldeans would inflict upon such of their 
Hebrew captives as they meant to chastise and degrade (Is. xlrii. 2, Lam. v. 13). 
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Occupy (L. occupare, to lay bold of) = to use, employ, trade with. "New 
ropes that never were occupied," i.e. used (xvi. 11). 

Ox-goad. An instrument seven or eight feet in length, armed with· a 
sharp point of iron at one end for spurring on the oxen drawing the 
plough, and at the other with a small spade or paddle of iron for 
cleaning the plough from the clay which clogged it. 

Such an instrument would be a formidable weapon. Kitto thus 
describes one : "I once saw a goad in the hand of a Druse plough­
man, which as a weapon of war would be far more effective in the 
hands of a strong man, than nine-tenths of the spears in use among 
the modern Bedawin. The shaft was ten feet long, and made of 
an oak sapling; the goad appeared to be an old spear-head, very 
sharp and firmly fastened. On examining it and expressing some 
surprise at its size and strength, the Druse remarked with a smile, 
'It is for the Arabs as well as the oxen.' Probably the Israelites 
on the Philistine border were accustomed, like the Druses of 
Bashan, to use their implements of husbandry as weapons of war." 

Present. Equivalent to "tribute" or [" fee," "to bring presents" (Ps. 
lxviii. ~!J) = to own submission.] The tribute was made in kind, 
thus necessitating a considerable number of porters and attendants. 
The payment of the tribute was conducted with great ceremony. 

Prophetess. Prophesy has two significa.tions-
1. As regards the future = to foretell; to predict future events. 
2. As regards the present = to forth tell, to proclaim, to preach and 

expound. 
Deborah fulfils both functions, for:-
1. She foretold the futurc­

(a) 

(b) 

That God would draw Sisera to the river Kishon, and deliver 
him into the hand of Barak (iv. 6-7). 

That the honour of the victory should not be with Barak, 
but with a woman (iv. 9). 

(c) In the command to Barak to attack "for this is the day in 
which the Lord hath deliverei Sisera into thine hand" (iv. 14). 

2. The song of Deborah is a notable example of prophetic 
declamation under inspiration. 

Provender- (Fr. provende, Lat. providenda, things to be provided) = pro­
vision, generally for beasts. The Levite tells the old man who 
offered him hospitality at Gibeah that he had straw and provender for 
his asses (xix. 19). 

The Romans condemned to work in the public mills of the city, those who were 
convicted of crimes not worthy of death" (KITTO), . 

The blindness of Samson would qualify him to perform this kirnl of Jabour even 
better than a person who conld see. "There is nothing in 1;;rinding corl\ with t!',e 
hand-mill that requires attention which a man deprived of sight cannot give; while 
he has this advantage that his head is not fatigued by the rotatory action which he 
gives to the upper st~ne. We ourselves employ blind horses, or blindfold those 
that can see, when we employ them in rotatory motion" (KITTO), 

By providing stones of sufficient size and weight, the Philistines might render the 
-work very laboriousr even for Samson. 
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Servant of the Lord. A name specially applied to 1\Ioses. " My servant 
Moses" (Nmn. xii. 7). 

It is a peculiar title of the Messiah, " Behold my servant, whom I 
uphold" (Is. xlii. 1). 

The title is rarely applied to others. 
To Joshua, but only after his death, "Joshua the son of Nun, the 

servant of the Lord, died" (Josh. xxiv. 29) (see also Judges ii. 8). 
To David, " I have found David niy servant; with my holy oil have I 

anointed him " (Ps. l:xxxix. 20). • 
Shekel. A Jewish standard of value by weight. A shekel of s\lver was 

equivalent to about 2s. 6d. of our money; 3,000 shekels made a 
talent. 

Sojourn (0. F. sojourner, to stay for the day) = to dwell for a time. The 
word is especially applied to residence away from home. 

Sojourner = a temporary resident. 
The Levite that became Micah's priest left Bethlehem-judah to 

sojourn where he could find a place (xvii. 8). 
Of the Levite connected with the outrage at Gibeah it is said that he 

was sojourning on the side of l\fount Ephraim (xix. 1), i.e. that he had 
taken up his residence there at a place that was not the home of his 
family. 

Summer-parlour, or better, as in the marginal reading, "a parlour of 
cooling." The room was an upper room, constructed for the purpose 
of coolness, a provision which must have been very needful in the 
hot climate of the plain of Jericho. 

In most good eastern houses there is a chamber in the upper part 
of the house, and often apart from the general mass of building. 
The window, projecting and overlooking the most open situation, 
is latticed, excluding the glaring light and heat, but admitting the 
air. All the arrangements of the room are adapted to promote 
coolness, and to form a pleasant and refreshing retreat during the 
heat of the day. 

Teraphim (used only in the plural) were images connected with magic 
and divination rather than worship, most probably of the nature of 
a fetish. By some they ha,ve been generally considered as similar 
to the i'enates of the Romans, or household god securing domestic 
prosperity. They were images in human form, either the whole 
figure, or the head and shoulders only. 

Notices, 
1. Rachel stole La.ban's images (teraphim) (Gen. xxxi. 19). Laban 

calls these his gods (xxxi. 30), 
2. Micah " had a honse of gods, and made an ephod and teraphim " 

(xvii. 5). 
3. Michal put an image (teraphim) in David's bed to deceive the 

messengers of Saul (1. Sam. xix. 13). 
4. Josiah put away "the wizards and the images (teraphim) and the 

idols " in the religious reformation (2 Kings xxiii. 24), 

N 
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The Spirit of the Lord came upon them. "An expression marking 
the peculiar office of the Judges. They were saviours called and 
directed by the Holy Spirit, who endued them with extraordinary 
wisdom, courage and strength for the work which lay before them" 
(S. C.). 

The expression is used particularly of Othniel (iii. 10) ; of Gideon 
(vi. 34); of Jephthah (xi. 29). And of Samson (xiii. 25, xiv. 6-19, 
xv. 14). , 

The absence of the expression in the case of Ehud and Barak is 
noteworthy, thus:- , 

Ehud. Though he was raised up by the Lord as a deliverer, the 
assassination of Eglon is not to be regarded as an act of the Spirit 
of God. 

Barak. His dependence upon Deborah, and his superstitious 
desire to have her presence with the army, show that he was not 
filled with the Spirit of God like his fellow-judges, Othniel, Gideon, 
Jephthah and Samson. 

Timbrel or Tabret was similar to the modern tambourine, being formed 
of a circular framework of wood covered with a piece of skin, and 
with pieces of brass attached to make a jingling noise. 

Threshing. The threshing floor was a level spot in the open, with the 
earth beaten down hard and fiat. 

The threshing was done in three ways:-
1. By oxen, by simply treading out the grain. 
2, By dragging a rude apparatus of logs over the threshing floor, 

by which the grain was crushed out and the straw broken, 
3. By the flail, which was used only for small seeds, or by poor 

persons. 
Urim and Thummim. What these were we have no means of deciding. 

The words mean, "Light and Perfection." They were pnt in the 
breastplate of judgment worn by the High Priest. " Thou shalt p1d 
in the breastplate of .fudgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they 
shall be itpon Aaron's heart" (Ex, xxviii. 30). The breastplate was 
worn over the ephod. 

All that we know for certain is that they were worn by the priest 
when enquiring of the Lord are-

The favourite theory is that the Uriin and Thummim>.verc identical 
with the twelve stones on which the names of the Tribes of Israel 
wore engraved, and that the answer was given by the illumination of 
the letters which were to make up the answer. 

The simplest solution is that an answer was given by the word of 
the Lord to the High Priest, when, clothed with the Ephod and 
breastplate, he had enquired of the Lord. 

Instances of enquiring of the Lord. 
1. The children of Israel after the death of Joshua enquire of the 

Lord, " Who shall go up for us against the Canaanites first, 
to fight against them J " and receive as reply, "Judah shall 
go up" (i. 1-2). 

2. Again in the expedition against the men of Benjamin, thoy put 
the same question and receive the same reply (xx, 18), 
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3. Saul consults Ahiah when about to engage the Philistines (1 Sam. 
xiv. 3, 18). 

4 David enquires of the Lord before going to the rescue of the men 
of Keilah (1 Sam. xxiii. 2). 

5. David enquires respecting the men of Keilah, if they would be 
treacherous and deliver him up to Saul (1 Sam. xxiii. 12). 

6. David enquires whether he will be successful in his pursuit of the 
Amalckites who had sacked Ziklag (1 Sam. xxx. 8). 

In Ezra we find the Tirshatha declaring that the priests who had 
lost their genealogy must not take part in any priestly duties till 
" there stood up a priest with Urim and with Thummim " (Ezra ii. 63), 
so that inquiry of the Lord might he made. It would. seem that 
Zerubbabel a.corned that the loss would only be temporary. 

Wayfaring (A.S. feran, to go, to travel)= travelling on the way. " Way­
faring man" (xix. 17) = a traveller. 

Wine-press. This consisted of two receptacles or vats-the upper and the 
lower. The grapes were pressed or trodden in the upper vat, whence 
the juice flowed down into the lower one. 

These vats were usually dug out of the solid rock. Hence the wine 
press afforded shelter and concealment to Gideon when he desired to 
thresh his wheat without the knowledge of the Midianitcs. 

Wist (A.S. witan, to know, wiste is the past tense). Samson "wist not 
that the Lord was departed from him" (xvi. 20). 

UNDESIGNED COINCIDENCES. 
These may be used as a proof of the veracity of a writer. 
If we find him telling the truth in these instances where we have 

the means of checking his account, it is reasonable to believe that he 
is telling the truth in those statements which we cannot check. 

Instances of undesigned coincidences in Judges are:-
1. Laish, afterwards Dan, was in early times a city of the Sidonians. 

The six men sent out hy the Danites are said to have come" to Laish, 
and saw the people that were therein, how they dwelt careless, after 
the manner of the Zidonians, quiet and secure; and there u:as no 
magistrate in the land that might put them to shame in anything; 
and they were far frorn the Zidonians, and had no business with any 
man" (xviii. 7). 

The inference is that Laish, though far from Sidon, was in early 
times belonging to Sidon, and probably inhabited by Sidonians, for it 
was "after their manner" that the people lived. 

llfoses records " We took at that time out of the hand of the two kings 
of t;.e Amorites, the land that was on this side Jordan, from the river 
of Arnon unto lYlount Hermon. 

( Which Hernion the Sidonians call Sirion; and the Amorites call it 
Shenir)" (Deut. iii. 8-9). 

Why this mention of the Sidonian name of Hermon? It is not 
near Sidon, and appears to have belonged to the king of Bashan. 
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" Laish or ·Dan is close to the mountain, and if, as we infer from 
Judges, there was at Laish a Sidonian colony, speaking the Sidonian 
language, what could be more natural than that Hermon should have. 
a Sidonian name." {BLUNT). 

2. The absence of warlike weapons in the possession of the Israelites. 
(1) Ehud makes a dagger expressly for the pnrpm,e of assassinating 

Eglon, as if he was without arms and was compelled to make a 
weapon for the occasion (iii. 16). 

(2) Shamgar slays six hundred PhiliBtines with an ox goad, as if no 
other weapon was available (iii. 31). 

(3) Deborah asks in bor song, " TVas there a shield or a spear seen 
among forty thousand in Israel?" (v. 8), as if the faraelites had 
been deprived of their arms. 

(4) Samson when he went down to Timnath was unarmed, for he 
"had nothing in his hand" when he rent the lion (xiv. 5-5). 

(5) Samson slew a thousand Philistines with the jaw-bone of an ass, 
for he had no other weapon (xv. 15). 

All these circumstances are mentioned during periods of oppression. 
" Turning to the First Book of Samuel we learn that the Philistines 

allowed no smith in the land lest under the pretence of making 
agricultural implements they should forge swords and spears (1 Sam. 
xiii. 19). How this notice agrees with the state of Israel during the 
time of the Judges" (BLUNT). 

3. The gods of the Amorites mentioned by the prophet (vi. 10). 
Here we find a curious coincidence with the words of Joshua in 

his appeal to the people to put away idolatry. Joshua uses the same 
expression " the gods of the Amor,ites, in whose land ye dwell" 
(compare Judges vi. 10 with Josh. xxiv. 15-18). 

The prophet is desirous of bringing the people back to the observance 
of the Jaw and naturally refers to the words used by Joshua in his 
last appeal and warning to the people. 

Incidents illustrated by Ancient History 
1. The cutting off of the great toes and thumbs (i. 6-7). 

Athenians cut off the thumbs of the conquered inhabitants of the 
island of JEgina. By this means they could employ them as galley 
slaves, to handle the oar, though they were unable to hold the spear. 

According to Ourtius, the Persians cut off the hands, feet and ears 
of some thousands of captive Greek~. 

A Parthian king once compelled one of his courtiers to catch food 
thrown to him in his month like a dog. 

2. The Stratagem of Gideon (vii. 16-22). 
Hannibal when surrounded and shut in by Fabius Maxirnus, tied 

lighted faggots upon the horns of some oxen, and driving the terrified 
animals over the heights on one side of the valley, caused Fabius to 
abandon the head of the pass, through which he himself marched 
q nietly out of the valley. 

Niebuhr gives an example from modern history, relating how an 
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Arab chief escaped from a castle on the mountains by using a similar 
stratagem to that adopted by Gideon. 

3. The death of Abimelech (ix. 50-54). 
In the siege of Argos, Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, was dashed from his 

horse and stunned by a heavy tile thrown from the houBe-top by a 
woman of the city. The Argive soldiers then fell upon him and 
despatched him. 

4. The fate of Jephthah's daughter {xi. 30-40). 
When the Greek fleet sailing against Troy was detained at Aulis by 

contrary winds, the seer Calchas declared. that the fleet was prevented 
from sailing because Agamemnon had offended the goddess Diana, 
and that the sacrifice of his daughter Iphigenia was the only means 
of propitiating the goddess. Iphigenia was sent for, and was on the 
point of being sacrificed when Diana substituted a stag in her place, 
and carried off the maiden to be her priestess in her temple at Tauris. 

5. The seizure of the maidens at Shiloh by the Benjamites (xxi. l!J-23). 
So Romulus provided the first citizens of Rome with wives by 

inviting the neighbouring Sabines and Latins to a festival in honour 
of the god Census. During the games a band of Roman youths 
rushed in arnl carried off the maidens. This is known as the Rape of 
the Sabine women. 

ALLUSIONS. 
The defeat of Sisera (iv. 7), 

"Do unto them as unto the Midianites; as to Sisera, as to Jabin, at 
the brook of Kison: which perished at Endor: they became as dung for 
the earth '' (Ps. lxxxiii. \J-10). 

The death of Oreb and Zeeb: of Zebah and Zalmunna (vii. 25., vUi. 18-21). 
" Make their nobles like Oreb and like Zeeb; yea all their princes as 

Zebah, and as Zalmunna" (Ps. lxxxiii. 11). 
'' And the Lord of hosts shall stir up a scourge for him according to the 

slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb" (Is. x. 26). 

The death of Abimelech (ix. 53). 
"Who smote Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? .did not a woman cast 

a piece of a millstone 11pon hi1n from the wall, that he died in 
Thebez?" (2 Sam. xi. 21). · 

The times of the Judges generally. 
" Therefore thou deliveredst them into the hand of their enemies, who 

vexed them : and in the time of their trouble, when they cried unto 
thee, thou heardest them froni heaven; and according to thy manifold 
mercies thou gavest them saviours, who saved them out of the ha11d of 
their enemies" (Neh. ix. 27). 

Deborah's song (v.). 
" 0 God, when thou went est forth before thy people, when thou didst march 

through the wilderness; the earth shook, the heavens also dropped at 
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the presence of God : even Sinai itself was moved at the presence of 
God, the God of Israel" (Ps. lxviii. 7-8). 

Samuel gives a summary of the history of Israel under the Judges. 
"And when they forgat the Lord their God, he sold them into the hand 

of Sisera, captain of the host of Hazor, and into the hand of the 
Philistines, and into tlw hand of the king of llfoab, and they fought 
against them. And they cried unto the Lord, and said, We ha1'e 
sinned, because we have forsaken the Lord, and have served Baalim 
and Ashtaroth; but now deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, 
and we will serve thee. And ihe Lord sent Jcrubbaal, and Bedan, 
and Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivered you out of the hand of 
yoitr enemies on every side, and ye dwelled safe" (L Sam. xii. 9-11), 

St. Paul, in mentioning instances of faithfulness recorded in the Old 
Testament, says :-

" 'l.'irne would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Sam.son, 
and of Jephthrw; of lJavid also, and Samuel and of the prophets: 
who throit(jh faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens" 
(Heh. xi. 32-34). 

The idolatries and oppressions in the times of the Judges. 
"56 Yet they tempted and provoked the most high God, and kept 

not his testimonies. 
" 57 Rut turned back, and dealt unfaithfully like their fathers: 

they ivere turned aside like a deceitful bow·. 
"58 For they provoked him to anger with their high places, and 

moved him to jealousy with their graven images. 
"59 When God heard this, he was wroth, and greatly abhorred 

Israel. 
"60 So that he forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent which he 

placed among them, 
"61 And delivered his strength into captivity, and his glory into 

the enemy's hand. 
"62 He gave his people over al.~o imto the sword; and was wroth 

with his inheritance. 
" 63 The fire consitmed their yoii,ng men; and their maidens were not 

given to marriage. 
" 64 Their priests fell by the sword ; and their widows made no 

lamentation" (Ps. lxxviii. 56-64). 
Also 

" 34 They did not destroy the nations, concerning whom the Lord 
cormnanded them. 

" 35 B·ut were mingled among the heathen, ancl learned· their works. 
"36 And they served their idols: which were a snare imto them. 
"37 Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughte1? unto devils. 
"38 And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of 

their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan ; and 
the land was polluted with blood. 
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" 39 Thus were they defiled with their own works, and went a 
whoring with their own inventions, 

"40 Therefore was the wrath of the Lord kindled against his 
people, insomuch that he abhorred his own inheritance. 

"41 And he gave them into the hand of the heathen; and they that 
hated them ruled over them. 

"42 Their enemies also oppressed them, and they were brought into 
subjection under their hand. . 

"43 Many times did he deliver them ; but they provolced him with 
their counsel, and were brought low for theiff iniquity, 

" 44 Nevertheless, he regarded their affliction, when he heard their 
cry. · 

"45 And he remembered for them his covenant, and repented 
according to the multitude of his mercies'' (Ps. cvi. 34-45). 

The defeat of the Midianites. 

"For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of hfa 
shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of ]vlidian" {Is. ix. 4). 

EXCURSUS I. {on xviii. 30, 31.) 

"And Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh he and his sons 
were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land " 
(xviii. 30). (For "Man·~ssch ''read" Moses.") 

Is this an allusion to the Assyrian captivity, or primarily to the 
carrying away by Tiglath-Pileser of the northern tribes of Israel (2 Kings 
xv. 29)? 

The following reasons may be adduced against this supposition : 
1. The statement n v. 31, "And they set them up Micah',q graven­

image, which he made, all the time that the hoitse of God was in 
Shiloh," would indicate that this worship continued only so long 
as the tabern(ltle was at Shiloh. 

But the tabernacle only stood in Shiloh till the reign of Saul, and was 
never taken there again. 

So if· Micah's image remained only as long as the tabernacle was rtt 
Shiloh, Jonathan's sons can only have been there till Saul's time at the 
latest. 

2. David would not have been likely to tolerate the continuation of 
image-worship at Dan. 

3. Certainly at the establishment of the Temple worship Solomon 
would have put down the image-worship. 

4, Had the image-worship under Levitical control been in existence in 
the time of Jeroboam, he would not have set up one of the golden 
calves at Dan, aQd appointed as priests those who were not of the 
sons of Levi. 

Consequently we may infer that the statement of xviii. 30 has no 
reference to the Assyrian captiviLy. 

"The captivity " may refer to the Philistine oppression, when they 
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captured the ark, and thus the ark in their possession was figurative of 
the captivity of the land. 

And this oppression by the Philistines was so tyrannical that the land 
might well be considered in captivity. Sayce (" Early History of the 
Hebrews") even regards David as setting up his throne at Hebron as a 
vassal .king of Philistia. 

But even precluding this figurative explanation, it is quite possible that 
the Syrians may have invaded the north of Israel in the time of the 
Philistine supremacy and carried away some Israelites from the captured 
towns. 

The most probable explanation is that the image-worship at Dan was 
suppressed and abolished by Samuel after the ark had been sent back by 
the Philistines. 

EXCURSUS 11. (On the Situation of Harosheth.) 

Situation of Harosheth. "The narrative of the battle leads us to seek it 
somewhere down the Kishon, for only in that direction would they 
fly from an attack coming from the north-east. Again, it cannot be 
very far from the camp, for the Hebrews pursued them to it. They 
had, before the battle, marched some ten or twelve miles, and we 
cannot suppose that they could pursue an enemy more than eight or 
ten miles further. Now exactly in the line of their necessary retreat, 
and about eight miles from Megiddo, at the entrance of the pass to· 
Esdraelon from the plain 0£ Acre, is an enormous double mound, 
called Harothieth, which is the Arabic form of the Hebrew Harosheth, 
the significance of the word being the same in both languages. This 
tell is situated just below the point where the Kishon in one of its 
turns beats against the rocky base of Carmel, leaving no room even 
for a footpath. A castle there effectually commands the pass up the 
vale of the Kishon into 1£sdraelon, and such a castle thsre was on this 
immense double tell of Harothieth. It is still covered with the 
remains of old walls and buildings. I have not the slightest doubt of 
this identification. ' 

"It was probably called Harosheth of the Gentiles or nations, because 
it belonged to those Gentiles of Acre and the neighbouring plains, 
which we know from Judges i. 31, the Hebrews could not subdue" 
(THmrPSON, "The Land and the Book," 436-7). 
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