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PREFACE.

Tex First Book of Kings is ona of 4 series of manuals on the books
of the Old Testament which are primarily intended for tbe use of
Students preparing for the Local Examinations of the Universitics of
Oxford and Cambridge. ’

The Introduction treats fully of the several subjects with which
the Student should be acquainted, comprising full Geographica! and
Biographical Notes, deseription of the Temple, Chronology, Genealogicai
Tables, description of Jerusalem, and other important historical
rofcrences to the ancient monarchies of the Eastern world, and other
important details, which are clearly set forth in the Table of Contents

The chief alterations of the Revised Version are pointed out in
footnotes, the Student being referred to the Revised Verslon.

In the Appendix will be found (1) a Commentary upon the most
important differcnces betwcen the Authorized and Revised Versions,
the alterations being pointed out and explanations givem of the
reasons for the chango; (2) o Glossary of words and phrases, thus
avoiding constant reference to the text and notes.

The general arrangement of the series will, it is believed, be found
holpful to Teachers and Studsnts. Faeh manual is illustrated with
the necessary Mrnps,

Haen volume is complete 1n 1tself, requiring trom the Student neo
refarence to Atlas, Biblical Diotionary, or other aids,

P M.

Mileham
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TITLHE.

The First Book of Kings, commonly called the Third Book of Kings.
To understand the double $itle we must consider tha two Books of Samuel
along with the two Books of Kings, . -

In the Hebrew MSS. we find two books, not four, viz., I. and IL. Samuel
as one book, and I. and 1I. Kings as one book. And these books are undex
different names. .

The writers of the Septuagint divided these books and regarded them as
four books on the Kingdoms of Israel and Judah. Thus in the Sepbuagint
I. and II. Samuel, I. and II. Kings becoma the First and Second, Third and
Fourth Book of Kings respectively. The Vulgate follows the same division.
The Authorized Version follows the Septuagint in dividing the books, but
maintains the Hebrew names of Samuel and Kings,

Thus wo get an explanation of the double title,

First Book of Kings = the first portion of the Hebrew writing, styled in

" their MSS. the Book of Kings.

Third Book of Kings = the third portion of the four divisions into
which the writers of the Septuagint divided the Hebrew Books of
Samuel and Kings.

Conumonly called. When the Authorized Version was drawn up, the
Vulgate titles for the Books were the common names for them.
Now * sometimes called ”” would be a more appropriate phrase.

THE AUTHOR,

Jeremiah, according to Jewish ¢radition, But this view Is contested.

Arguments against,
(1) The closing events recorded cecurred at Babylon-—Jeremiah was in
Egypt.
(2) The differences between 2 Kings xxv. and Jer. lii. suggest two
separate writers.

Arguments for.

(1) The similarity between the language of Xings and the Boock of
Jeremiah, .

(2) The historical matter common to both is treated in the same
manner.

(8) The omission of the name of Jeremiah in Kings, natural on the
part of the writer if he were Jeremiah, but strange in any other
histol.an, who would not be likely to overlook the important part
played by Jeremiah in the great historical controversies of the
later kings.

DESIGN OF THE AUTHOR.

The author’s design is to present a history of the Kings of Israel and
Judah, but from a religious rather than a civil point of view.
The Books of Kings are 5 continuation of the Books of Samuel ang
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record the fulfilment of the promises made to David and his house. (See
2 Sam. vii. 12-16.)

The leading points of those promises are—

(1) That Jehovah would establish David's kingdom after him,

2) That David’'s successor should build a house for the Lord.

8} A threat of chastisement if iniquity should be commitited.

{4) That mercy should not altogether depart from the house of David
a8 it had from that of Saul, but that David’s throne should be
establishied for ever,

The motto of Kings therefore is ¢ God in History,” and wilh this object
before him the author either omits or slightly mentions all events that
are nob connected with the religious life of the nation, e.g. the capture of
Jerusalem by Shishak, the war hefween Jeroboam and Rehoboam, and
the vietory of Jehoshaphat over Zerah the Ethiopian.

The writer aims at presonting pictures of great epochs rather than
giving a record of successive events.

The introduction of the stories of Elijah and Elisha are specially
illustrative of the object of the writer. He is telling the story of the great
religious crisis of the nation’s history, the struggle against tho grent Baal
apostasy. The two prophets who opposed the Baal worship are Elijah
and Elisha—the latter anointing Jehu, whose accession brought about the
extirpation of the worship of Baal in both Israel and Judah.

The object of the writer is, indeed, to present—

Not a record of events—but the lessons of history. ,

Not the political and social conditions of the nation—but the phases
of good and evilin the nation’s history.

Not the acts, the government and legislition of kings—but the hand
of God governing the kingdoms of the world, rowarding the
righteous, and punishing the wrong-doer.

DATHE,

Earliest Date, B.C. 561,

The last event is the release of Jehoiachin by Evil-merodach (2 Kings
xxv, 27-30). This occurred B.C. 561.

Latest Date, B.C. 536,

There is no mention of the return from captivity. As thc writer records
the favour shown to Jehoiachin he would certainly have alluded to the
restoration of the Jews had that event occurred.

Hence, if the latter part of 2 Kings xxv., be a poriion of the original
work, the book must have been written between B.C. 561 and B.C, 536.

The language is the language of the captivity, later than Isaiah and
athers, and earlier than Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and other writers.

Hence, an early date has been suggested, viz., B.C. 560, some porbions
of the book being even earlier, viz., B.C. 580.

SOURCHES OF THE NARRATIVE.

The Book is undoubtedly a compilation.
The compiler mentions three sources, af least, from which big compila-
$ion was derived. :
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1. *The Book of the Acts of Solomon (1 Kings xi. 41)—the authority
for Solomon’s reign. :

2. *The Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah, referred to
sizteen times.

8. ¥*The Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel, referred to
seventeen times,

Turning to the Books of Chrenicles we find that other sources of in-
formation were availablo. Thus for different reigns we get the following :~

Yolomon. (a) The book of Nathan the Prophet.

{b) The prophecy of Abijah the Shilonite.
{¢) The visions of Iddo the Seer (2 Chron. ix. 20}

Rehoboams. (a) The book of Shemaiah the Prophet.

(b) The book of Iddo the Seer, concerning genealogies,
{2 Chron. xii, 15).

Abijah. The story of the Prophet Iddo (2 Chron. xiii. 22).

Jehoshaphat. The Book of Jehu, the son of Hanani (2 Chron. xx. 34).

Uzziah, ** The rest of the acts of Uzziah, first and last, did Isaiah the

Prophet, the son of Amoz, write” (2 Chron. xxvi. 22},

Hezekiah. **The vision of Isaiah the Prophet, the son of Amoz"

(2 Chron. xxxii. 82).
Manasseh. *The words of the seers ” (2 Chron. xxxiii. 18).
Jerobeam II. *Jonah, the son of Amittai, the prophet” (2 Kings
xiv. 25).

Noting that these subsidiary records are entirely the work of prophets,
wa may well assume that the compiler had access to books containing
spacial accounts of the work and miracles of Elijah and Elisha. Only on
this supposition can we dgecount for the copiousness with which the times
of these prophets are deseribed. The latter part of the First Book of
Kings is almost a history of the prophet Elijah, whilst six chapters in the
Second Book are devoted to the miracles of Elisha, many of which are of
an entirely private character.

SCOPE OF THE NARRATIVE.

From the last years of King David to the accession of Ahaziah, the son
of Ahab, embracing a period of about 120 years. The accession of
Sclomon is given as B.C. 1015, and the accession of Ahaziah as B.C. 897.

SOLOMON,

Names. Solomon = peaceful ; in contrast to David, who was ** & man of
war,”” and *“ had shed much blood.”
Jedidiah = beloved of the Liord. This name was given to him
by Nathan {2 Sam. xii. 25), probably as a sign of
David’s forgiveness.
[Jedid=darling ; Tah=Jehovah—darling of Jehovah, Jedid
is another form of David which sign:fies “ darling.”]

*N.B.—The student must carefully note that these Books of the Chronicles are not
the sane us those which we find in our Bibles under the name of the two Books of
Chronicles. They are in fact official chronicles of the separate reigns, and may be
wtyled * Public Archives.”
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Early Life. He was the son of David, by Bathsheba, wife of Uriah the
Hittite, He was born to David after the death of the first son of
Bathsheba (2 Sam. xii. 25).

Nothing is known of his youth except that he was probably brought

up under Nathan, and that after the death of Absalom David seems
o have pledged to Bathsheba the succession of Solomon by a solemn
and separate oath (i. 17).

Accession. The attempt of Adonijah to sscure tha succession lad to
Solomon’s being ancinted as David’s successor during the lifetime of
that monarch. The date of the accession isusually given as B.C. 1015
(see p. 126).

Events of the Reign. It isimpossible, from the accounts given us, to
arrange the events of the reign in chronological order, It is best,
therefore, to give them as they are recorded in 1 Kings—

L

10.
11.
12,
18.

14,

Sclomon raceives the dylng charge of David to

() Walk in God’s commandments.

{(b) Build the Temple.

(c) Punish Joab and Shimei (see Ixxxvii.), and shew kindness to
the family of Barzillai.

The attempt of Adonijah to -obtain Abishag for wife, followed by
the execution of Adonijah and of Joab, by the deprivation of
Abiathar from the High Priest-hood, and hig banishment to
Anathoth, and by the confinement of Shimei to Jerusalem, The
execution of Shimei occurred later.

' His marriage with the daughter of Pharaoh.

Bolomon sacrifices at Gibson—God appears to him—Solomon makes

ghoioe of wisdom, and is promised wisdom, riches, and length of
ays, .

His judgment between the two women who claim the same child.

The preparations for building the Temple.

The building of the Temple commenced in the fourth year of the
reign, completed in the eleventh year; time taken in building
was seven and a half years.

The dedication of the Temple.

God appears a second time to Solomon at Gibeon, accepting the
Temple and hallowing it, also promising that He would establish
Solomon’s * throne for ever upon Isracl,”’ on condition of his and
Israel’s obedience.

Solomon gives Hiram twenty cities,

The visit of the Queen of Sheba.

The adversaries of his later years, Hadad and Rezon (see p. xiv.).

Ahijah the Shilonite predicts to Jeroboam the division of the
kingdom, Solomon attempts to slay Jeroboam wha flees to Egypt.

The death of Sclomon.

The only military expedition of the reign is briefly mentioned in
Chronicles.

» Solomon went to Hamath-Zobah and prevailed againsé i6.”
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Chronology of the Reign. The only events to which any dates can

be assigned are: i

1015 B.C.—Accession.

1014 B.C.—Joab and Adonijah slain and Abiathar banished.

1014 B.C.—Marriage with Pharaoh’s daughter.

1012 B.C.—Commencement of the Building of the Temple.

1011 B.C.—Death of Shimei.’

1005 B.C.—Dedication of the Temple.

992 B.C.—Completion of the Palaces.

Extent of Solomon’s Dominions. From the Orontes in Syria in the
North, to the Egyptian desert in the South, with the command of
Eloth and Eziongeber on the Red Sea; and from the Mediterranean
on the West, to the Huphrates on the East, thus fulfilling the
promise given to Joshua. ‘* From the wilderness and this Lebanon
even unto the great river, the river Euphrales, all the land of the
Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun,
shall be your coast” (Josh. i. 4}

Buildings. These may be divided into three classes—
1. Ecclesiastical. The Temple and its courts (ses p. xlv.).
2, Palaces and other works of personal magnificence.

(a) The. House of the Iorest of Lebanon, either so called
beoause of the immense quantity of cedar employed in ils
construction, or because the pillars gave it the appearance of
a forest.

It was 100 cubits (150 feet) long, 50 cubits (75 feet) broad, and
30 cubits (45 feet) high. Four rows of cedar pillars, of which
three rows stood over one another, supported & building of
three stories. It was lighted by three rows of windows on
each side.

In the House of the Forest of Lebanon were placed—

(1) 200 targets of beaten gold, each consisting of 600

shekels of gold.

(2) 800 shields of beaten gold, cach consisting of 3 lbs. of
gold {Chronicles gives 300 shekels to each shield). These
shields were all carried away by Shishak, king of
Egypt, and replaced with shields of brass by Rehoboam.

{t} The Porch of Pillars, a colonnads, 50 cubits (75 feet) long, and
30 cubits (45 feet) broad. The use of this porch is not
stated.

(¢} The Porch of Judgment, entirely wainscotted with cedar, in
which was the ivory throne, and where the king administered
justice, and known as ‘‘ the porch for the throne,” * the
poreh of judgment,” * the King's Gate.”

The ivory throne was of ivory overlaid with gold. The back
of the throne was round, and six sfeps ascended up to it.
Two lions were on each side of $he stays of the seat, and
twelve lions on the steps, six on one side and six on the
other.
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(@) Solomon’s Palgce described as * kis house™ (vii. 8), with =
court of which the walls and foundations were built of large
hewn stones (vii. 8-10), It was built of costly stones.

(¢} The House for Pharaok’s daughter, the finest portion of the
harem, which stood behind the Palace of the King. Till this
house was built this princess lived in a part of David’s old
palace in the city of David, but Sclomon did not assign this
to her as a permanent residence, because the site had been
hallowed by the temporavy residence of the Ark (2 Chren.
viil. 11).

N.B.—It is almost certain that these buildings are various parts
of one structure, built upon Ophel, the southern continuation
of the Temple mount; and as it stood on a lower elevation
than the Temple, the King built for his private use a staircase
ascending from the palace to the Temple court {* his ascent
by which he went up unto the house of the Lord,” x. 5).

These buildings, including the Temple, occupied twenty years
of the reign.

(f) His parks or pleasure resorts. :

{1) The King's Garden on the southern slopes of the hills
on which the city stood (2 Kirgs xxv. 4).
{2) At Lebanon (ix. 19, sce p. 45).
Jaremiah speaks of the * House of the Vine! and from
Ecclesiastes we gather that Solomon had a pleasaunce or
pleasure resort at Efam, not far from Bethlehem.

Works of National Usefulness,

(a) Milio (see p. xciv.) and the wall of Jerusalen by which he
“repatred the breaches of the city of David” (xi. 27), i.e
closed up any gup in the defences of the city.

(b) Haszor (see p. Ixiil.} to defend the passage into Canaan against
Syria and Assyria.

{¢) Megiddo (see p. 1xvi.) to command the rich plain of Esdraeion.

(d) Gezer (ses p. Ixi.) to protect the defiles on the west of
Ephraim, defending the country from an invasion of the
Philistines,

(e) Bethoron the nether (see p. Iix.) dominating the passes through
which was tone main approach to central Palestine from
Egypt, Philistia, Moab and Ammon. -

(f) Baalath (see p. 1vi.) defended the country on the side of the
Philistines.

Thus Solomon protectod the kingdom by a chalin of fortresses
builb at every chief point of accass, He alse built store cittes
for provisions, and chariot cities to accommodate his chariots
and horsemen,

(g) Tadmor in the wilderncss, 1,0, the Syrian wilderness (see
p. Ixxii.) securing the control of the commerce carried vn over
the desert to and from Ilastern Asia and Babylem ‘» Syria,
Phaanicia, Palestine and Asia Minor.
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The Organization of the Kingdom.

Priest, Azanah, the son of Zadok, having control of the Temple
worship. Ho probably succeeded to this office on the death of his
father, for Zadok and Abiathar are mentioned as priests in the lisy
given in chapter iv. The list must have been drawn up previous to
Ablathar’s disgrace.

Secretaries of State, Elihoreph and Ahiah, the sons of Shisha.
They are termed *fseribes” (iv. 3). In David’s time only one was
necessary. Now Solomon’s kingdom is so extensive as to require two.

Keeper of Records and Public Annalist, Jehoshaphat, the son of
Ahilud, the * Recorder ” or * Remembrancer.” His duty would be to
keep the official records of the reign.

Captain of the Host or Commander-in-Chief, Benaiah, the son of
Jehoiada, who succaeded Joab in this office.

“ Quer the Officers,’”” Azariah, the son of Nathan, whe was either
the head over the Twelve Officers controlling the local administration,
or of the 550 oflicers “that bare rule over the people.”’ Probably the
former, and if so he may be termed Superintendent or Farmer-genaral.

Principal Oficer, Zabund, the sen of Nathan, styled *the King’s
friend.” He may best be described as * Prime Minister.”

Comptroller of the Household, Ahishar, Chamberlain, High Steward,
or Comptroller of the Household.

¢ Quer the Tribute,” Adoniram, the son of Abda. By tribute is
meant * the Levy,” that is, the corvée or forced labour. To Adouiram
was assigned the duty of regulating the forced service and the control
of the taxation (ses p. Ixxviii.}.

The Household Affairs.

The expenses of the houschold were enormous, the daily provision
consisting of 30 measures of fino Aour—G0 measures of meal—10 fat
oxen—20 oxen out of the pasture—100 sheep—with * harts,”
*roecbucks,” ¢ fallow-deer,” and * fatted fowl.”

Ahishar was the Comptroller of the Househeld or Chamberlain.

The provisions wera collected by ¢ twelve officers over all Israel,
which provided victuals for the king and his household ; each man
kis month in a year made provision.”

Thus we may gather— :

1. That the taxes were made on the produce of the people's
flocks, herds, and fields.

2. That the kingdom was divided into twelve districts, and an
officer appointed in each district to collect tho king's
dues.

8. That each officer supplied the king's household for one
month in the year.

Azariah appears to have been over these officers (iv. 5).

The twelve officers and their districts were—
Beu-Hur (= son of Hur) in Mount Ephraim.
Ben-Dekar, in Makaz, Shaalbim, Beth-gshemesh
and KElon-beth-hanan,
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Ben-Hesed, in Aruboth (= the planes), comprising
Sochoh and the land of Hepher.
Ben-Abinadab, in the region of Dor.

He married Taphath, the daughter of Solomon.
Baana, the son of Ahilud, over Taanach, Megiddo, and all Beth-

shean.
Ahinadab, the son of Iddo, in Mahanaim,
Ahimaaz, in Naphtali.

He married Basmath, the daughter of Solomon,
Baanah, son of Hushai, in Asher and Aloth,
Jehoshaphal, son of Paruah, in Issachar.

Shimei, sen of Elah, in Benjamin,
Geber, son of Uri, in Gilead, over the country of Sihon
and of Og.

Ben-Geber = son of Geber, in Ramoth-Gilead, over the towns of
. Jair, and the region of Argob.
1t is stated that Geber ““was the only officer which was in the land.”
It is clear that he was chief officer over the country east of Jordan,
and that his son acted under him.

Solomon’s Wealth and Luxury.

The Revenue was derived from the following sources—

1. The taxes in kind levied on the Israelite.

2. The tribute paid by the subject Kings.

“ And they brought every man his present, vessels of silver,
and vessels of gold, and garmenis, and armour, and spices,
horses, and mules, a rate year by year’ (x. 25).

8. The profits of his commerce with other nations, which was
entirely in the hands of the King; this was the chief source
of revenue.

4, The produce of the royal flocks, herds, and lands,

His wealth was ehormous, as can be gathered from the following
statemonts :—

“ The King made silver to be in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars
made he to be as the sycomore trees that are in the vale, for
abundance’ (x. 27).

“ And all King Solomon's drinking vessels were of gold, and all
the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold;
none were of silver ; it was nothing accounted of in the days of
Solomon” (x. 21).

“ Now the weisht of gold that came lo Solomon in one year was
siw hundred threescore and sixz talents of gold.  DBeside that he had
of the merchanimen, and of the traffick of the spice merchants, and of
all the Kings of Arabia, and of the governors of the country’
(x. 14, 15).

Yot this magnificent rovenue, estimated at £5,000,000 of our
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money, was dissipated. Magnificent buildings and the luxury of
the court absorbed even more than this immense sum.

Solemon’s Commerce,

1. By Land,

(@) Tyre. A iraffic chiefly founded on account of Solomon’s
great works of building. Hiram, King of Tyre, supplied
cedar, fir, gold, and the services of skilled workmen,
and assisted Solomon in his navy by supplying ship-
builders and sailors.

Solomon repaid these services by wheat and oil —~20,000
measures of wheat, and 20 mesasures of pure oil yearly.
One transaction is specially mentioned. At the end of
twenty years, apparently in the settlement of accounts,
Solomon, unable to meet his liabilities, gave to Hiram
¢ fwenty cities in the land of Galilee,” and Hiram gave
120 talents of gold. Possibly Hiram was delighted with
the idea of obtaining a strip of inland territory, which
he thought would render Tyre less dependent on foreign
produce, but when he saw the territory assigned to him
he was not pleased with the bargain, and termed the cities
“ Cabul,” an epithet which long remained as descrxplnve
of the district.
2. Arabia—by means of oaravans,
Gold and silver, spioes, incensze, and precious stones.
8. Egypt.

Horses—the price for & horse was 150 shekels.

Chariots—the price of a chariot was 600 shekels.

The * linen yarn ' introduced by the A.V. i3 a pure mistake.

It signifies “a drove or string of horses” (see p. 114). By

some it is considered that the sums mentioned should be

not the price paid, but the profit made on the horses and
chariots.

Bome of the horses were kept for Solomon’s own use, but he

made considerable profit by selling them principally to

“the Kings of the Hittites and for the Kings of Syria® (x. 29).

Two great inland roads were employed for the purposes of this vasik
traflic,

1. The caravan route from KEgypt led through Palestine, and
then turned westward through Cosle-Syria to Carchemish
on the Buphrates, thence across Mesopotamia, communica-
ting with Babylon, Nineveh, and the Persian Gulf.

2. The caravan route from Arabia led along the Western
Coast of Arabia, through Mecca and Medina unto Northern
Egypt and Palestine,

Solomon doubtless improved the roads and established
stations, e.g. the khan or caravanserai of Chimham at
Bethlehem (Jer. xii. 17), and the building of Tadmor in the
Syrian desert.
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2. By Sea. There are two routes hinted at.

1. The trade with Tarshish, but this. appears to have been
exclusively in the hands of the Pheenicians. The balance
of probability is against Solomon having any share in the
trade with Tarshish (see p. xxiii.). ‘

2. The trade with Ophir (see p. 1xvil). The fleet started from
Fiziongeber (see p. Ixi.) at the head of the Gulf of Akabah,
the ecastern fork of the Red Sea.

The imports were “ qold and silver, ivory, and apes and
peacocks” (x. 22). The voyage lasted three years, and the
amount of gold brought back each time was 420 talents
(ix. 28).

The results of Solomon’s trade were more showy than solid. The
peoble were not enriched, and the profits, however large, were
absorbed in the splendour and luxury of a court, established upon
a scale that the resources of the country were not sufficiently
adequate to support. The trade seems to have languished or
ceased at the death of Solomon, and all attempts to revive it were

spasmodic and incflectual (see p. 104). The country gained no
lasting benefit.

The Adversaries of Solomon.
1. Rezon in Syria (sce p. lxxxix.).
2. Hadad the Edomite (see p. lxxxi.),
3. Jeroboam (see p.xx.),

The Sins of Solomton,

Solomon broke all three injunctions for the conduct of the king as
set forth in Deut. xvii. 16, 17, where the king is forbidden
(a) * To multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return
to Egypt, to the end that he should multiply horses.”

Yet one of the most important features of Sclomonr’s land

commerce was traffic in’ horses with Egypt.
(&) “ To multiply wives fo himself.”

Yet it is recorded that Solomon had seven hundred wives
and three hundred concubines.

{¢) * To greatly multiply to himself silver and gold.”

Yet such was the accumulation of gold that silver was as
stones in Jerusalem, and nothing accounted of because of the
abuudance of gold.

The three great sins that must be registered against Solomon
are i—

1. Polygamy. The harem was filled with numerous princesses, The
daughter of Pharaoh was probably the chief queen, but she was
surrounded by & vast array of foreign princesses, Moabites,
Ammeonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites, Tt has been
suggosted that these wives are to be regarded in theo light of
hostages, and a proof of Solomon's power over the other nations.
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But this can hardly be reconciled with the statement that
“ Solomon clave unto these in love™ (xi. 2).

Such licentiousness enervated the king’s character, destroyed the
character of the royal family, brought with it the inevitable evils
of the Oriental seraglio, and weakened the moral fibre of the
nation.

2, Polytheism. Solomon, whilst not perhaps himself worshipping
foreign gods, toleratod his wives in the establishment of idolatrous
worship of the gods of their native countries. Gods particularly
mentioned are :— .

Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Zidonians (p. x1.).

Mi(lcom or Molech, the abomination of the Ammonites
p- x1.).

Cheintesh, the abemination of Moab (p. xl.).

8. Luzury, resulting in despotisin and oppressive taxation in order to
meet the enormous expenses of his luxurious and licentious
court (see p. xil.}.

Solomon’s Three Visions.
God appeared to Solomon thrice,

1. At Gibeon, immediately after his accession, when the young
king made choice of wisdom, and was promised wisdom, riches,
and honour, and also length of days—the last on condition that
he walked in the ways of his father David (fii. 5-14).

8. At Gibeon, after the dedication of the Temple.

Here God

(a) Accepts Solomon’s prayer and supplication at the dedieation
of the Temple (ix. 3).

(5) Assures Solomon that He has hallowed the house which the
Kiog had built to put His name thero for ever {ix. 8),

{¢) Promises to establish the throne of Solomon’s kingdom upon
Israel for ever, if Solomon will keep His statutes and
judgments (ix. 4-5).

8. Towards the close of the reigm, reproving Solomon for his sins,
and foretelliug the disruption of the kingdom, which, for David’s
sake, should be postponed till the reign of Solomon’s successor.

Following these three appearances we have three divisions of the
reign, 1.¢. three stages in Solomon’s life.

1. His youth, which was full of promise, Solomon being dis'inguished
for princely beauty, quick intelligence, lofty aiins, and an under.
standing heart, to which God added wisdom for the government
of the people.

2. The period of glory, notable for—the building of the Temple—the
erection of palaces—-the development of commerce—the building
of cities—an enormous revenue—a state of magnificence, the
envy and admiration of surrounding nations, whose kings, likg
the Queen of Sheba. paid court to the great monarch,
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8. The period of decline. In the third stage all the glory has
vanished ; the contrast is remarkable.

His commerce has proved an expensiva failure.

His luxury has caused misery and disorder through the forced
labour. of the people.

The well-heloved prince is now the oppressor of his pecple.

Solomon ‘the Peaceful” is worried by adversaries, whom he is
unable to repress.

Jedidiah, *¢the Darling of the Lord,” has allowed his wives to
build gshrines for Molech and Ashtoreth. He who had built and
consecrated the Tomple to the worship of Jehovah, has given
himself up to Polytheism.

His friends and allies have forsaken him ; Hiram is disgusted with
an ungenerous reward; Egypt, the house of his Queen, gives
shelter to the rebel Jeroboam.

He leaves the kingdom, less in extent than he received it, to a
weak and worthless successor, who by his mad folly will
dismember it.

The ons work of Solomon which lived after him was the Temples,
which became the symbol of the unity of religious and national
life.

THE CHARACTER OF SOLOMON.,

His Chief Characteristic was wisdom, as seen in—

1. His knowledge of the world and human nature, e.g. :
(z) His judgment between the two women (iii. 16—28).
() His Proverbs. )

2. His Statesmanship, ag shown in
(a) His prompt dealing with all persons likely to be dangerous fo the

throne (chapter ii.).

(b) His alliances with Egypt and Tyre.
(¢} His development of commerce and maritime enterprise.

8. His Power of Organization, as shown in—

(a) The measures for administration of the kingdom (iv. 1-—29).
() The measures for the defence of the kingdom (ix. 15—19).
(¢) The development of the resources of the kingdom (x. 14).

4. His skill as a poet. ¢ He spake three thousand proverbs: and his
songs were o thousand and five” {iv, 32). :

5. His knowledge of Natural History. ‘¢ He spake of trees, from the
cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth
out of the wall: he spake also of beasts, and of foul, and of
eresping things, and of fishes™ (iv. 88).

His wisdom is thus described--
1. “ God gave Solomon wisdom aud understanding exceeding much, and
largeness of heart ™ (iv. 29).
2. It excelled the wisdom of all the children of the eagt country and qof
Egypt (iv. 30},
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8. He was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman,
and Chalcol and Darda, the sons of Mahol (iv. 31).
Intellectually great, Solomon was morally weak. The weakness
of his moral character is seen in—
1. The expenditure of his vast revenues on personal splendour and great
buildings rather than on measures of solid welfare for the country.
2. He was luxurious in the number of his wives and the magnificence of
his harem (xi. 3).
3. He weakly permitted his foreign wives to introduce idolatry {xi. 7, 8).
4. His rule developed into despotism alienating the affections of his
people {xii. 4—18).
On the consequences of his weakness see *The Great Schism*
{below).

'THE WRITINGS OF SOLOMON,

The works of Solomon that are extant are—

1. The Book of Proverbs, of which he seems to have written chapters
i.—xxiv, Chapters xxv.—xxix. were copied out in the reign of
Hezekiah {Prov. xxv. 1), and the last two chapters, xxx. and xxxi., are
ascribed to Agur and King Lemuel respectively.

9, Canticles or The Song of Solomon.

In addition the following bhave been assigned to Solomon.

1. Ecclesiastes or The Preacher.

2. The Wigdom of Solomon in the Apocryphal Books.

The latter is undoubtedly of much later date than the reign of
Solomon, and is generally supposed to have been written at Alexandria
about & century before Christ.

The authorship of Ecclesiastes is a matter of dispute. The aseription
assigns it to Solomon. * The words of the Preacher, the son of David,
king in Jerusalem* (i. 1), but modern critics assign it to a later date.

The 2nd, 45th, 72nd and 145th Psalms are also attributed to Solomon.

Solomon a type of the Messiah.
In two respects.
(1) Solomon—peaceful. Jesus—** the Prince of Peace.”
(Q)SJedgdiah—beloved. of the Liord. Jesus—* This i3 my beloved
on.

THE GREAT SCHISM.

It was brought about by four great causes.

1, The Idolatry of Solomon, which weakened the forca of national
religion.

2. The Polygamy of Solomon. The pumerous foreigners in the
court, afttendants upon the foreign princesses, must hgve
waskened the force of matiopal unity.
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8. The Tribal Jealousy between Ephraim and Judah, which was ot
long standing, and culminated in revolt under Rehoboamn.

4. The Great Burdens of Taxation laid upon the people, and which
Rehoboam refused to lighten.

The Tribal Jealousy between Ephraim ana Judah.

Judah and Ephraim were the two most important tribes.

Reuben, though the firstborn son of Jacob, forfeited his position
throungh his sin. The tribe, located on the east of Jordan, soon
lost any great influence.

Simeon and Levi were cursed by Jacob for their cruelty to the
Shechemites.

Thus the pre-eminence of the firstborn fell to Judah, the fourth
son, selected by God to lead the march in the wilderness, and also
to take the lead in the subjugation of thé Canaanites (Judges

{ i. 1, 2). Judah was also specially blessed by Jacob.

To the lot of the tribe of Kphraim, also specially blessed by Jacob,
fell fortile land situated nearly in the midst of the tribes.

Shiloh in Ephraim was the great religious capital fromn the time
of Joshua to Saul. Here were fhe Tabernacle and the Ark.

Kirjath-jearim, the later resting place of the Ark, was also in
Ephraim. Near was Shechem, the political capital of Ephraim,

The arrogancy of Ephraim is shown even in early days,

1. The Hphraimites *‘ chided sharply ” with Gideon because they had
not been consulted in the expedition against the Midianites
{Judges viii. 1).

%2 The pride of Ephraim was wounded because Jephthah had
proceeded against the Ammonites without consulting them
{(Judges xii. 1).

Several circumstances indicate the power and influence of
Ephraim.

1. Joshua, the successor of Moses, was of the tribe of Ephraim.

2. Deborah ruled Israel, and * dwelf under the palm-tree of Deborah,
between Ramah and Bethel, in mount Ephraim” (Judges iv. 5).

8. Gideon, though of the tribe of Manasseh, must have had a family
at Shechem, for here Abimelech, his successor, resided. Shechem
was the headquarters of Abimelech, and the men of Shechem
supported him in his usurpation of the government.

4. Abdon, another judge, was an Ephraimite (Judges xii. 13).

5, Tola, another judge, though of the tribe of Issachar, dweltin Mount
Hphraim.

6. Samuel, though & Levite, was * from mount Ephraim”
{1 Sam. i 1},

The jealousy of Ephraim towards Judah is shown.
1. In the support of the cause of Ish-bosheth against David
(2 Sam. ii. 9).
2. 1In the fieres altercation between Judah and the men of Israel on
the return of David to Jerusalem after the death of Absalom
(2 Sam. xix. 43).
8. Sheba, the son of Bichri, who revolted against David, was & map
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of Mount Ephraim {2 Sam. xx. 21}, and appealed to the tribal
jealousies when he raised the standard of rebellion.

During the reign of Solomon all hope of fribal pre-eminence

seemed to pass away from Epbraim, who saw

1. The succession to the throne established in one family, and that a
family of the rival tribe of Judah, Hitherto the succession of
potﬁer had not been from father to son, as a recognized hereditary
right.

2. Jerusalem, the political eapital.

8. Jerusalem and the Temple, the ecclesiastical eapital, the centre of
religious life.

4, The tribe, with the others of Israel, had to contribute wealth and
forced labour to promote the schemes, beautify the capital, support
the luxury, and advance the glory of a new monarchy, taken frqgn
and resident in Judah.

In addition the whole country groaned under the despotism and
heavy taxation of Solomon. And so it only needed a leader for
discontent to be fanned into rebellion, and Ephraim supplied the man
in the person of Jeroboam.

Thus the schism was the outcome of natural events working

themselves out on natural lines.

Jeroboam, placed over the house of Joseph, 4.e. over the forced levy
of the Ten Tribes working on the fortifications of Jerusalem, was in
a position which gave him every opportunity for gaining knowledge of
the popular discontent, and for intriguing with safety for the accom-
plishment of his ambitious designs.

The climax came when Solomon died, and Rehoboam refused to
conciliate the northern tribes,

Why did Benjamin side with Judah %

Two reasons may be assigned.

1. David’s marriage with Michal, the daughter of Saul, united the
royal houses. It was for this purpose that David ‘insisted on
the restoration of Michal when Abner made overtures for aban-
doning the caunse of Ish-bosheth (2 Sam. iii. 13, 14).

2. The Temple, partly in Judah ‘and partly in Benjamin, bound the
two tribes in religious unity.

THE KINGS OF ISRAEL.

Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, and of a widow named Zeruah, was & native

of Zereda in the territory of Ephraim.

He is described as ‘¢ a mighty man of valour’ (xi. 28).

Solomon, seeing that * ke was industrious,” made him * ruler over
all the charge of the house of Joseph ' (xi. 28).

Thus the men of Bphraim came to know him as their leader, whilst
he, from constant intercourse with them, would learn their grievances
and sentiments.
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Prompted by his own ambition, and accepted by his tribe on account
of his energy and ability, he beoame the leader of the popular move-
ment against Solomon, His schemes were premature. - It would
appear that he had alrcady planned the revolt against Solomon, and
had quitted Jerusalem to put himself at the head of the insurrec-
tionary party when Ahijah met him and announced to him that the
dissolution of Sclomon’s kingdom was ordained hy God as a punish-
ment for the king’s sins. But it was not Ahijah who incited
Jeroboam to rebellion. He was the messenger of God to Jeroboam
after Jeroboam had resolved on rebellion. Indeed the prophet warned
Jeroboam against precipitate action, for the severance of the king-
dom was not to take place in Solomon’s days, but in the reign of his
son.

Ahijah’s message, and the manner in which Jeroboam acted upon
it are noteworthy.

The message was

Ten T'ribes were assigned to Jeroboam-—One to the house of David.

The severance was not to take place in Sclomon’s days.

David was always to have a descendant on the throne.

Jerusalem was to be the seat of religious worship, “ the city which

I have chosen me to put my name there ” (xi. 36).

The promise of succession to the kingdom of Israel in the family

of Jercboam was made conditional on his observance of the

statutes and ordinances of God as David had kept them (xi. 38).

Jeroboam selected only the first and disregarded the rest, for

He revolted againat Solomon. The result was failure and flight
into Egypt.

He attempted to set up a worship of his own devising (the two
calves). His rejection of Jerusalem as the central sanctuary
led to the establishment of idolatry in Israel.

He did not keep the statutes and commandments of God, and his
dynasty ended with the assassination of his son.

The result of the premature disclosure of his ambiticus schemes
was failure and flight into Egypt where he remained till the death of
BSolomon, when he returned to his native land, When the tribes
ravolted they appointed him king over Israel.

He adopted measures politically and religiously to strengthen his
position.

Politically, He built Shechem to protect the country on the west
of Jordan, and Penuel (see p. lxviii.) to protect the country on
the east of that river.

The invasion of Judah by Shishak was probably undertaken by
the Egyptian king in support of Jeroboam.

Religiously. He set up the two golden caives at Dan and Bethel.

The Levitical priesthood was discarded, and a new priesthood
appointed, not confined to any tribe or family, but indiscrimin.
ately taken from all classes of the people.

He transferred the great Feast of Tabernacles from the seventh
to the eighth month, keeping the new Feast with grand ritual
at the newly-erected shrines.

o poorop
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Object. To prevent the people rsturning to their allegiance to .
Rehoboam, Jeroboam fearod that if the people regularly
resorted to the great festivals at Jerusalem they might be won '
back to the rule of the kings of Judah.

8in. 1. A4 breach of the Second Commandment, He did not break
the First Commandment, for he intended Jehovah to be wor-
shipped. * Behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up
out of the land of Hgypt " (xii. 28) (see p. 61), He thua broke
the unity of the national worship and tampered with its
spiritual conception.

2. Wani of fatth. Ahijah told Jeroboam that God had said, *“ I
will be with thee and build thee a sure house, as I built for David,
and will give Israel unto thee,” on condition that Jeroboam
should serve Him faithfully.

Instead of relying on fhis promise Jeroboam adopted a half-
worldly, half-religious policy, thus destroying his own dynasty
and ruining his country,

Result. Tho name of Jercboam is constantly mentioned as
s Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin,” i.e. that
Jeroboam was the cause of the subsequent apostacy of Israel.

The Golden Calves were intended as symbols of the One True Goa
But from worshipping God wnder & false form, f[orsaking
gpiritual worship, the Israelites gradually learnt to worship
other gods altogether. Dan and Bethel opened the way for the
worship of Baal and Ashtaroth at Samaria and Jezreel.

Character of Jeroboam.

Brave, eapable, energetic, and a good officer. He is described
as, “a mighty man of valour” and *industrious” (xi. 28).
Solomon placed him in charge of the forced levy from Israel
which laboured on the buildings at Jerusalam,

Ambitious. He took advantage of his position to plot -against
Solomon. His subsequent conduct shews that he was actuated
mainly by the motive of seeking his own advancement,

Not deeply religious, With the worldly object of strengthening his
hold on Israel, he added religious disunion to the political
division of the nation. He sinned against light and knowledge,
disregarding the warnings of ¢ the man of God who came out
of Judah ” and of Ahijah. Therefcre his sin was deliberate,
and though opportunity was given for repentance it was not
embraced ; Jeroboam ‘‘returned mol from his evil way.”

Nadab (954-953), son of Jeroboam, succeeded his father, Of him nothing
is known save that he began to reign in the second year of Asa, king
of Judah, and was murdered in the following year by Baasha at
Gibbethon, a town of the Philistines.

Baasha (953-930), son of a certain Ahijah of the tribe of Issachar. Ha
geated himself upon the throns by murdering Nadab at the siege of
Gibbethon, and then putting to death the whole house of Jereboam,
tnus fulfilling the prophecy of Ahijah. .

2



XXI11. THE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS.

Baasha scems to have baen a man of distinguished bravery, bold and

ambitious.

Religion was not the motive of his revolt, for

{1) The worship of the calves remained unchanged at Bethel.

(2) The unauthorized priesthood was maintained in office.

(3) Pious Israelites were debarred going up to Jerusalem to

worship.

In fact Jeroboam's system was continued without any modification.
Baasha ‘“did evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the
way of Jeroboam, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to
sin " (xv. 34).

His military policy. One of offence against Judah rather than of
defence against attack. He made alliance with Benhadad,
King of Syria, and then conceived the bold plan of reducing
Judah to submission.

He must have been suocessful in military operations, for he
appears to have had no difficulty in seizing the frontier town of
Ramah, which he endeavoured to convert into & fortress of the
firat magnitude, with the double object of attacking Judah and
of preventing migration from Israel fo Judah. He thus
effected a lodgment of a garrison in Judea itself, and if he could
have maintained his position, must in a few years have
reduced Jerusalem. Asa saw the danger, and proceeded to
dislodge the Israelites by detaching Benhadad from his alliance
with Baasha. A Syrian invasion of the north of Palestine
forced Baasha to withdraw his forces from Ramah. As soon as
the Israelites retired Asa occupied Ramah, removed the stores
of stone and timber which fell into his hands and with them
fortified Geba, and Mizpah against a repetition of such an
inroad. Asa further took care to provide Mizpah with & supply
of water in case of & siege (see Mizpah).

The invasion of the Syrians led to the loss of Dan Tjon and Abel-
beth-maachah with all Cinneroth and all the land of Naphtali
{xv. 20), and revealed the weakness of Israel cn the north.

From this time Baasha abandoned his aggressive policy against
Judah and resumed the defensive attitude of Jeroboam and
Nadab.

Elah (930-929), the son of Baagha. All that we know about him is that he
reigned two years, followed the sins of Jeroboam, and was murdered
by Zimri, as he was revelling in the house of his steward Arza in the
capital Tirzah.

Zimri (929)., Captain of half the chariots in the army of Elah. The
notices of this king are very brief. He assassinated Blah whilst that
monareh was feasting in the house of Arza his steward at Tirzah, and
destroyed all the house of Baasha. Retribution was speedy and
decisive, The army of Gibbethon elected Omri king. Omri was
prompt in action, marched from Gibbethon with all speed to Tirzah,
and besieged Zimyi in the capital. Tirzah was speedily takem
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Zimri retired into the royal palace, a strong fortress, and finding
further resistance hopeless set fire to ib and perished in the flames.

His treachery towards Illah- causes Zimri to be quoted as the
type of a treasonable rebel.

‘ Had Zimri peace who slew his master 2’ is the tannting remark
of Jezebel to Jehu as he entered Jezreel after the death of Joram
(2 King ix. 31).

Zimri followed the sin of Jerobeam in worshipping the calves,

Omri (929-918), captain of the host of Isracl. He was left in command
of the troops besieging Gibbethon. On hearing of the murder of Elah
the troops elected Omri king. He marched immediately to Tirzah,
and avenged the assassination of the king (see Zimri).

For four years he had to contend with Tibni, whom a considerabla
part of the nation preferred as king. At the end of that time Omri
prevailed and Tibni died (xvi., 22). Probably this means that Omri
got the upper hand and put Tibni and his family to death according
to the usual custom of the time.

Omri was a king of vigour and energy. The great event of the
reign is the removal of the capital from Tirzah to Samaria.

Tirzah was neither sufficiently central nor sufficiently strong.
Omri showed excellent judgment in his choice of Samaria, which he
built upon & hill purchased irom Shemser (xvi. 24). Politically it was
more central than Shechem, and from a military point of view was
admirably adapted for defence (see p. 77}.

Other particulars of Omri,

1. From the Moabite stone we learn that Omriinvaded Moaband
subdued the country, exacting a heavy tribute from the
Moabites. In the reign of Ahab the annual tribute was
100,000 lambs and 100,000 rams, with the wool (2 Kings iii. 4).

2. He appears to have waged war unsuccessfully with Syria.
The Syrians seem to have captured cities which Benhadad
promised to restore to Ahab (xx. 34). Possibly Ramoth-
Gilead was one of these cities. The Syrians also gained the
right ¢ fo maks sireets in Samaria " (xx. 34).

8. Omri followed in the sins of Jeroboam, and is described as
having donse ‘‘ worse than all that were before him ' (xvi. 25).
Micah mentions ¢ the statutes of Omri®’ {vi. 16). From this
it has been conjectured that he reduced the calf-worship
into a regular formal system with which all were required to
comply.

Ahab (918-899), son of Omri. The leading events in the reign are—

1. His marriage with Jezebel.
2. The introduction of Baal worship.
8. The drought predicted by Elijah.

Note,—Omri founded & dynasty which, whilst lasting really fifty years, gave its
name to all the subscquent dynasties of Israel in the records of ofher countries.
Igrnel ig termed ** t_lu(icmd of Omri,” and the royal Qonse * the house of Omri " in
the &3syrian igscnpiions.
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4. The Great Trial on Mount Carnel between Elijah and the Priests
of Baal.
5. The murder of Naboth, and the seizure of his vineyard by Ahab.
6. The Syrian War, comprising—
{a) Siege of Samaria and
The first defeat of the Syrians.
(b) The defeat of the Syrians at Aphek,
{e) The expedition of Jehoshaphat against Ramoth-Gilead. The
death of Ahab.
7. His alliance with Jehoshaphat, Xing of Judah, and the marriage
of his daughter Athaliash to Jehoram, son of Jehoshaphat.
The reign is notable for a change of pelicy, and for religious innovations.

(1) Policy. Both Israel and Judah appear to have recognized the
danger from Syris in the north, and from the growing power
of Assyria. So the monarchs of both countries were disposed
to put an end to the strife that had continued between the two
kingdoms since the usurpation of Jeroboam, and to make
alliance against the common foe.

This alliance was cemented by the marriage of Jehoram, son
of Jehoshaphat to Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel.

(2) Religion. Jezebel introduced inte Israel Baal worship from
Pheenicia. This causes Ahab to be described as the most
infamous of all the kings either of Israel or Judah. ¢ And
Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord
above all that were before him. And if came to pass, as
if it had been a ligh! thing for him -fo walk in the sins
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the
daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and served
Baal, and worshipped him. And he reared up an altar for Baal
in the house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. And
Ahab made a grove (i.e. the Asherah) ; and Ahab did more to
provoke the Lord Godof Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel
that were before him ' (xvi. 30-33).

But we find Ahab :

(1) Gonsulting the prophets of Jehovah (xx. 13-28, xxii. 5-8).

(2) Giving his children names implying the worship of the national
god, i.e. Jehoram, Ahaziah, Athaliah,

{The Moabite stone represents Jehovah as Ahab’s God.)

Thus we may conclude that Ahab honoured Jehovah and Baal
simultaneously, as indeed did the mass of the people. Elijah correctly
describes the national attitude in religion as halling between two
opinions as to the superiority of Jehovah or Baal. .

Character. We see some traces of good in Ahab :

(1) He was brave, evidenced in the Syrian campaign,espeocially in the
fortitude with which he sustained his death wound, and refused
to retire from the battle lest his withdrawal should discourage
his army.

(2) Hs was patriotic, according o his lights, and humanly speaking
adopted a wise and patrictic policy in endsavouring to re-ynite
the divided tribes, '
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(3) He was capable of feeling remorse for the evil deeds done under
the instigation of Jezevel. His remorse for the murder of
Naboth must have been genuine, for it resulted in the post-
ponement till the days of his successor of the doom pronounced
against his houss.

But he was essentially of a weak nature, that does not direct itself,
but yields to the influence now of one, now of another. Ruled by
Jezebel, and now and anon following the advice of Elijah and other
prophets, changeable and fickle, Ahab, by his yielding to the fatal
ascendancy of his bold and unscrupulous wife, thus brought about the
many evils of his reign.

For we see the influence of Jezebel

(1) In the introduction of the worship of Baal and Ashtoreth. |

(2) In the persecution of the prophets of Jehovah (xviii, 13-22), and
in particular Elijah (xix. 2).

(3} In the murder of Naboth (xxi.).

Ahab’s weakness and want of moral courago are exhibited

(1) In his sullen peevishness when refused the vineyard by
Naboth (xxi. 4}.

(2) In his acquiescence in the result of the murder of Naboth
(xxi, 16).

(8) In his mistaken leniency to Benhadad (xxii. 1-3}.

{4) In his treatment of Micaiah. He imprisoned the prophet whilst
he believed his warning, and adopted ineffectual means to ward
off the threatened evil.

Ahaziah (897-896) succeeded Ahab. The influence of Jezebe! was still in
the ascendant, and Abaziah “walked in the way of lis fatier and in
the way of his mother  and also * in Lhe way of Jerobpam > (xxii. 52).
. The defeat of Israel at Ramoth Gilead was taken advantage of by
Moab, who rebelled against Ahaziah (2 Kings i.1).

_His accident and death are recorded in 2 Kings i. 2-18,

KINGS OF JUDAH.
Rehoboam (975-958), son of Solomon by Naamah, daughter of Hanun,

king of the Ammonites. At his accession he was forty-one {see Note).
He would be brought up most probably in the manner usually

.Note on the age of Rehoboam.

His age 13 stated as forty-one (xiv. 21 ; 2 Chronlicles xii. 13).

Bub tue story would seem to imply that he was quite & young man, He consilts
“the young men thatl were grown up with hum " (xi, 8), and is described as
“young and tender hearted " (2 Chron. xiil. 7).

His mother was an Ammonitess. If Rehoboam was forty-one at his accession
Solomon his father must have married Naawmah in the life-time of David,
which ig not probable. But we know that after Sclomon wag established on
the throne he married Ammonite princesses (xi. i),

As 8 solution of the difficulty it has been suggested to read iwenty-one foy
forty-one in xiv. 41, and 2 Chronicles xii. 13.
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connected with an Eastern seraglio, and so we can account for two
of the most striking features of the reign in

(1) His obstinate, despotic nature. Iis own conduet, strikingly

characteristic of an Eastern despob, regarding his subjects as
practically his slaves, brought about the partition of his
kingdom. ‘

(2) His idolatry, which seems to have commenced in the third year

of his reign (2 Chron. xi. 17), and which consisted in (see
xiv, 22-24)

(1) Building high placss.

(2) Setting up images and groves.

(8) Following the idolatry of the Canaanites,

This idolatry may have been due to his Ammonitish mother.
Probably Rehoboam had witnessed her idolatrous worship, and shared
in it in his youth,

The principal events of the reign are ;

(1) The great se¢hism (xii. 1-20).

(2) The projected invasion of Israel, abandoned at the warning of

the prophet Shemaioh (xii. 21-24).

{3) The invasion of Judah by Shishak (xiv. 25-26) (see p. xlii.).
From Chronicles we learn of certain wise, judicious steps fcr the
strengthening of his kingdom,

(1) The building of fortresses, fifteen in number, to protect the

~ western frontier {2 Chron. xi. 5-12).
(2) The politic distribution of his sons in the various provincial
towns, thus :
(@) Strengthening his own power.
(b} Benefiting their own characters by giving them responsibilities
and duties, N

Abljah or Abijam (958-955), the son of Maacah, the favourite wife of
Rehoboam. His reign lasted three years, and the Book of Kings tells
nothing about it except that it was occupied in war with Jeroboam,
and that Abijah followed the sins of his father Rehoboam. ZFrom
Chronicles we learn that he inflicted upon Jeroboam a defsat so
crushing that Israel did not recover from it during his reign
(2 Chronicles xiii.),

Asa (935-914), son of Abijah, He was a sincere worshipper of Jehovah.
The principal events of the reign are :

(1) The Religions Reform. He degraded the Queen-Mother,
** because she hai made an idol in a grove,” and cut down the
iinage and burnt it at the brook Kidron, He also destroyed all
the idols and images erected by his predecessors. But he did
not remove the high places.

(2) His victory over Zerah the Ethiopian (2 Chron. xiv. 9-15).

(8) War with Baasha (2 Chron. zvi. 1-10), (see Baasha). The
prophet Hanani denounced him for secking foreign aid against
_Israe.l. The prophet fell a victim to his zeal, for Asa put him
in prison.

He died of disensed feet, and in Chronicles is blamed for
trusting more to physicians than to divine aid in his sickness,



KINGS OF JUDAH. - xxvii.

Jehoshaphat {914-889), a good, brave and politic sovereign, worshipping
Jehovah., The reign is memorabls, for a change of policy in the
relations between Isracl and Judah, for Jehoshaphat madae alliance
with Ahab, king of Israel. We find indications of this alliance in

(1) The marriage of his son Jehoram to Athaliah, the daughter of
Ahab,

(2} The joint expedition of Ahab and Jehoshaphat to recover
Ramoth-Gilead.

(3) The equipment of a flect at Hziongeber in conjunction with
Ahaziah, the successor of Ahab.

4} The alliance of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, Joram, king of
Israel, and the king of Edom against Moab {2 Kings iii.).

(5) The evident friendship between Ahasziah, grandson of Jehosha-
phat, and Joram, the son of Ahab. Ahaziah was with Joram at
Jezreel when the latter was slain by Jehu (2 Kings ix. 21).

Thus the alliance between Israel and Judah lasted through the

guccessive reigns of Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, and Ahaziah,

From Chronicles we have further particulars of the reign,

{1} His Reforms,

(a) Religious. He removed the high places and groves of
idolatrous worship in Judah (2 Chron. zvii. 6), but did not
roemove the high places for the worship of Jehovah (2 Chron.
xx. 83).

{b) Educational. He appointed Levites, attended by the princes,
to go through tbe land in order to teach the Book of the Law
in the cities of Judah (2 Chron. xvii.7-9). ’

(¢} Judicial. He appointed Judges in the cities. These Judges
appear to have been priests and Levites. His charge to the
Judges is & noble one : ¢ Judge not for mai but for the Lord,”
‘“ Let the fear of the Lord be upon yow. **There is no
iniquity weth the Lord our God, nor respect of persoms, nor
taking of gifts.” ¢ Deal courageously, and the Lord shall be
with the good " (2 Chron. xix, 5-11}).

) Militery. He built castles and cities of store (2 Chron,
xvii. 12), and following the example set by Rehoboam, he
placed in them his six younger sons, and other princes
(2 Chron, xxi, 2-3).

{2) His prestige. None of the neighbouring nations dared to
attack him, whilst the Philistines and Arabians are expressly
mentioned as bringing presents, i.e., a3 being tributary to him
(2 Chron. xvii. 10-11).

(8} Defeat of the Meabites and Ammgnites. Later in the reign
Jehoshaphat was threatened by a confederacy of Moabites and
Ammonites. Possibly the disastrous expedition with Ahab
against Ramoth-Gilead may have lowered the prestige of Judah.
Jehoshaphat proclaimed a sclemn fast, and being encouraged
by the prophet Jahaziel, marohed with his forces, met and
totally defeated the enemy at Tekoa (2 Chron. xx. 1-30).
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ISRAEL AND JUDAH.
{Some particulars of the two kingdoms.)

Israel. Ten Tribes. Judah. Two Tribes.

Israel retains the national name, and embodies the hopes of the
Elll‘ophets. They are the chief supports of the successive dynasties,

us :—

Shemaiah and Ahijeh support the dynasty of Jeroboam.

Jehu, before denouncing Baasha, proclaims as the word of the Lord,
“I exalted thee out of the dust, and made thee prince over my
people Israel” (xvi. 2) :

Elisha sent a young prophet to anoint Jehu (2 Kings ix. 6-7).

Israel was the home of the prophetical order. There were schools of
the prophets at Ramah; Bethel, Gilgal and Jericho. The prophets
are counted by fifties by Obadiah.

Ahijah, Jehu, Elijah, Elisha, Micaiah are great names in Israel,

Shematiah, Azariah, Hanani, Jehu, Eliezer are mentioned in
connection with Judah.

The Importance of Israel. It not onlyincluded Ephraim, but ** reached
far away north and south, to tho distant Napthali beyond the
sources of the Jordan ; to the fribes beyond the Jordan ; through the
whole valley of the Jordan down to its exit into the Dead Sea; to the
corner of Dan on the sea coast ' (Stanley).

The military character of Israel. We may note the ability of
Joroboam, the military sagacity of Baasha, whilst Omri and Jehu,
both founders of dynasties, were distinguished as ** captains of the
host® previous to their usurpations.

Israel contained the chief places of religious and secular greatness, e.g,
Bethel, Shechem, Jericho, Gilgal, Mabanaim.

Judah had only Jerusalem and Hebron.

Wars between Yarael and Judah.

(1} Jeroboam (@) Constant border warfare in the time of Rehoboam,
{b) The great defeat of Jeroboam by Abijah,

(2) Baasha, constant war with Asa. The seizure of Ramah by

Baasha might have been fatal to Judah but for the counter

attack of Benhadad.
Causes of the Decline of Israel,

(1) Want of religious unity.

(2) Migration of Levites and pious -Israelities to the Kingdom cf
Judah. It was to prevent this migration that Jercboam
instituted the calf-worship, and that Baasha seized upon Ramab.

(8) Idolatry, particularly Baal worship.

Ag regards the calf-worship it is uniformly said of the Kings of
Israel " that they walked in the ways of Jeroboam, the son of
Nebat.”

The worship of Baal was tatal to Israel and the house of Ahak.
Its introduction into Judah by the marriage of Jehoram
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with Atnaliab, was very nearly being destructive of the line
of David.

We may infer then that there was not a single king of Israel who
really worshipped Jehovah.

On the contrary, there were at least six kings in Judah
distinguished for their piety, viz. Asa, Jehoshaphat, Uzziah,
Jotham, Hezekiah and Josiah, whilst Joash and Amaziah
profossed the religion of Jehovah for a considerable pericd
of their reigns. Five monarchs, however, were notorious
for their idclatry, viz,, Abijah, Joram (who introduced Baal
worship), Abaziah, Athaliah and Ahaz,

Judah was saved by four cireumstances.

(1} The Temple at Jerusalem, centralizing the worship of Jehovah,

(2) Pious monarchs invariably succeeded the wicked kings and swept
away the idolatrous rites of their predecessors.

(3} The reigns of the pious monarchs were long compared with those
of the idolatrous kings. The kingdom of Israel lasted 253 years.
Ot this pericd Judsh was ruled for 200 years by monarchs who
supported the worship of Jehovah, and only for 53 years by kings
given to idolatry. .

{4) No change of dynasty. Twenty kings reigned over Israel, no less
than mine dynasties. There were eight occasions of usurpation
when the succossful usurper put to death his predecessor. On
three occasions the whole of the royal family were ruthiessly
destroyed. In addition there were two periods of interregnum or
rather anarchy.

In Judah, on the contrary, only one family—the house of David
—save for the brief usurpation of Athaliah, occupied the throne.

Israel lasted 253 years, During that period twenty monarchs reigned
over Israel, thirteen over Judah.

Judah lasted 876 years.

Religious unity preserved the national life of Judah. Judah returned
from captivity.

Religious disintegration destroyed the national life of Israel. The Ten
Tribes had no religious centre as o focus for their religious life, and
affer their captivity became dispersed never to revive asdistinet tribes
or as a separate nation.

HISTORY OF THE KINGDOMS OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL.

Judah. Israel.

Tribes—Judah and Benjamin, Tribes— Rewben, Simeon, Gad,
Dan, Naphtali, Asher, Zebulun,
Issachar, Manasseh, and

Ephraim.
Capital. C Capital. Shechem, in the reigns

f Jeroboam and Nadab.

Tirzah, in the reign of Baasha.
Samarta built by Omri, 925;
the capital till the fall of the

kingdom,
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History as recorded in the First Book of Kings.
rAdditions from Chronicles will be found in Italics.)

1. Rehoboam,975-938. (17 years.)
Prophet. Shemaiah.

Prepares to make war against
Israel in order to reduce the
revolted tribes to submission, but
the war is forbidden by Shemaiah
(xii. 21-24),

Builds cities for the defence of
the kingdom (2 Chron. xi. 5-13),

His kingdom strengthened by
the migration of Leviles, priests,
and religious men from Israel to
avoid the idolatry of Jeroboam
(2 Chron, xi. 13-17).

The invasion of Shishak and
plunder of Jerusalem {xiv. 25-28},

The penitence of Rehoboam
saves the kingdom from destruc-
ton (2 Chron. zii. 5-8).

Throughout the reign thera
was war between Rehoboam and
Jeroboam continually (zv. 6).

Abijam or Abijah, 958-955.
(3 yoars.)

Defeats Jeroboam (2 Chron.
xiii. 3-20).

Asa, 955-314. -

Prophets. Azariah and
Hanani,

Suppresses idolatry; destroys

the 1idols and groves, and
deposes  his mother (grand-
mother), Maachah from the

position of Queen Mother for
practising idojatry (xv. 10-15).

Builds fenced cities in Judah
(2 Chron, xiv. 6-8).

Defeats Zerah the Kthiopic
(2 Ghren. xiv. 9-15}.

Jeroboam, 975-954. (22 years.)

Prophets. Ahijah the Shilonite.
The man of God ** which came
out of Judah.”

Fortifies Shechem and Penuel.

Establishes the calf worship,
and institutes & new priesthood.

The man of God from Judah
eries against the altar at Bethel,
The death of his son Abijah.

Is defeated by Abijam; the
blow was so severe that Israel did
not recover from it in the days of
Jeroboam.

2. Nadab, 954-958. (2 years.)

Worships the calves, and fol-
lows in the sing of his father
Jeroboam.

Slain at the siege of Gibbethon
by Baasha, who then destroys all
the housy of Jeroboam,
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War with Baasha.

Bribes Benhadad to break his
league with Baasha; and 6o
attack Tsrael in the north.

Fortifies Geba and Mizpah
with the materials abandoned by
Baasha at Ramsh,

Is reproved by Hanani for
making alliance with Syria (2
Chron, xvi, 7-10),

Dien of diseased feei.

Jehoshaphat, 914.859, (25
years,)

Prophets.
and Jahaziel,

Jshu, Eligzer, and

7. Ahab, 918-897.

Xxxi.

Baasha, 953-930.

Prophet. Jehu.

Makes alliance with Benhadad,
King of Syria (xv. 19).

Seizes Ramah and fortifies it
in order

(1) to prevent his subjects enter-
ing Judah,

(2) to dominate Judah and
render its invasion easy.

The invasion of Benhadad
causes him to abandon his pro-
ject, in order to repei the attack
of the Syrians,

(24 years.)

Jehu, the son of Hanani, pro-
phesies to Baasha the destruction
of his family on account of his
wickedness.

4, Elah, 930-929. (2 years.)

Assassinated at Tirzah by
Zimri, ocaptain of half his
chariots, whilst he was drinking
in the houss of Arza, his
steward.

Zimri, 929. (7 days.)

Reigns only seven days, during
which he destroyed all the house
of Baasha.

Perishes at Tirzah in the
flames of the palace to which he
had set fire.

0. Omri, 929-918, (12 years.)

For six years after the death of
Zimri, Israel is divided into two
parties, half for Omri, and half
for Tibni. The former at last
prevails, Tibni dies and Omri
rules alone. '

He builds Samaria, but reigns
wickedly.

(22 years.)

Prophets. Eiijah, Micaiah,
and ofhers whose names are not
known,

The most wicked king that
ever ruled Israel.

Marries Jezehel,

Institutes the worship of Bam
and Ashtorath,
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Follows the worship of Jehovah
(xxii. 43),

Provides for the national edu-
cation in religion (2 Chron, xvii.
7-9).,

Fortifies Jerusalem and organ-
izes an army (2 Chron. xvii, 1-2,
12-19).

Appoints judges (2 Chron. xix.
5-11).

During this reign the kingdom
of Judah was most flourishing.
From Chronicles we learn—

That Jehoshaphat waxed greal
exceedingly (2 Chron, xvil. 12).

THE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS.

Three years famine at the word
of Elijah.

Persecution of the prophets of
God by Jezebel,

The great trial on Carmel
between ' Elijah and the priests
of Baal.

The lifo of Hlijah threatened.
He flees to Horeb, and when thers
is commanded to anoint Hazael,
Jehu, and Elisha,

First campaign against Ben-
hadad. Siege of Samaria ; defeat
of the Syrians.

Second campaign against Ben-
hadad II.  Defeat of the Syrians
at Aphck. Ahabspares the life of
Benhadad, and makes a treaty
with him. Seizes Naboth's vine-
yard. Elijah prophecies the
manner of the King’s death.

Jericho is re-built by Hiel the
Bethelite.

879. In the thirteenth year of his relgn‘ Jehoshaphat makes alliance
with Ahab, and his eldest son Jehoram marries Atha.lm,h the daughter
of Ahab a.nd Jezebel.

The fatal expedition of Jehoshaphat and Ahab against Ramoth-Gilesd,
wbich results in the death of Ahab.

Ahaziah, 897-6. (1 year,)

Defeats the
Prophet. Elijah,

Moabites and

confederacy of 8.
Ammonites (2

Chron. xx. 1-30).

Endeavours t5 revive the com-
merce with Ophir. He builds a
navy at Eziongeber, but the ships
are wrecked and broken up.

Acoording to Kings, Jehosha-
phat refused to allow Ahaziah,
King of Israel, to take partin this
commercial enterprise,

According to Chronicles, Je-
hoshaphat permitted Ahaziah to
join him, and it was for this
cause that the ahips were wrecked
according to the prophecy of
Eliezer {2 Chron. xx. 35-37).

Unites the sin of Jeroboamn:,
and that of Ahab. As a matter of
policy he worships the golden
calves, and also worships Baal.

Revolt of the Moabites.

Ahaziah having fallen through
& lattice, sends to ornsult Baslze-
buh, the God of Ekron.

Elijah meets the nressengers
and predicts the death of
Ahaziah.

Elijah calls down fire from
heaven on the captains sent to
arrest him.
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PROPHETS AND PROPHECIES,

Prophet. Ii is a common error to associate the name only with one who
utters predictions of the future,

The word in the Hebrew signifies * one who announces or pours
forth ”” the declarations of God. The Greek word signifies * one whe
speaks for another,” .

Thus., Aaron is appointed as Moses’ Prophet {Bx. vii. 1), Im
Ex. iv. 16, he is termed the * spokesman " of Moses.

The prophets usually preface their utterances with * Thus saith tle
Lord,” and their messages are constantly called * The word of the
Lord.”

They spoke then in the name of the Lord, and their utterances
might contain predictions of the future, but fmetel]mg future events
was not necesaarily the object of thoir message.

It 1s also a commion error to regard the prophets as isolated
individuals, inspired at some crisis in the history of the nation to
come forward and declare the word of Jehovah. On the contrary there

" was & trained Prophetical Order.

Originally the priesthood taught the people, but during the times of
the Judges the priesthood became degenerate, and the people required
direot teaching. It was for this purpose that Samuel founded the
Schools of the Prophets.

We know that these Schools or Colleges existed at Ramah in the
life-time of Samuel, and afterwards at Bethel, Jericho and Gilgal.
In these schools students were trained for the office which they were
afterwards destined to fulfil.

We can gather that the occupation in these colleges was of a
twofold nature—(1} training in preparation for the prophet’s work of
preaching the Word, and (2} kceping & record of events. In fact the
colleges were somewhat like the monagteries of the Middle Ages.

Prophets.
Ahijah, the Shilonite,

First Prophecy, announcing the rending of the ten tribes from
Solomon and their transfer to Jeroboam (xi. 30-39). Peints of the
prophecy :

1. The symbohca.l act of tearing a new garment in pieces and
giving ten pieces to Jeroboam. This symbolized the partition
of the kingdom.

2. Ten Tribes assigned to Jeroboam. One Tribe leit to Solomon
{for David’s sake and also for Jerusalem’s pake.

8. Reason—idolatry, particularly the worship of Ashtoreth,
Chemosh and Milecom.

4, The partition was not to take place in Solomon's days, but
during the reign of his gon.

6. That the house of David should still continue,

6. That if Jeroboam kept God’s commandments his house should
continue like the house of David.

Fulfilment. The Ten Tribes seceded, made Jeroboam king. Judah

and Ben;amm remaiped faithiql to the hoyse of David, The hoyss ¢f

v
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David continued, and from it came the Messiah, the King of Kings,
who shall reign for ever and ever.

Jeroboam did not keep the commandments, but instituted the Baal
worship, and so his house was not continued.

Second Prophecy, announcing the fate of the house of Jeroboam
and the death of his son Abijah (xiv. 7-16). Points of the Prophecy
are:

1. The sin of Jeroboam in instituting the calf worship.

2. The utter destruction of his house.

8. The death of Abijah, which should occur on the return of the

wife of Jeroboam.

Fulfilment. Baasha conspired against Nadab, the successor of
Jeroboam, slew him and destroycd all the house of Jeroboam.,

Abijah died as the wife of Jeroboam entered the house.

Jehu, the son of Hanani,
Prophecy. He announced the fate of the house of Baasha (xvi. 1-5).

Fulfilment. The murder of Klah by Zimri and the accompanying
slaughter of the whole house of Baasha.

Elijah the Tishbite. Prophecies are—
1. That there should be no dew mnor rain bub acccrding to his word
xvii. 1). :
( Fu.lﬁ.%ment. The drought which lasted three years and a half.
2. The promise to the widow of Zarephath that the meal and oil should -
not fail till rain came upon the earth (xvii. 14).
Fulfilment. The meal and oil were miraculously multiplied, and
sufficed for the sustenance of the prophst, the widow, and her son.
8. The fate of Ahab and his house. The points of the prophecy are—
(a) That in the place where the dogs licked the blood of Naboth
should they lick the blood of Ahab.
(3) The destruction of the house of Ahab.
(¢} That the doga should eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.
Ahab’s repentance caused the evil doom pronounced upon his
house to be postponed till his son's days.

Fulfilment. The prophecy was fulfilled in every particular, for

(a) The chariot of Ahab was washed in the pool of Samaria,
and the dogs licked up his blood (xxii. 38).

(8) The house of Ahab perished in the revolution by Jehu and
by the cruelty of Athaliah at Jerusalem.

{¢) Literally fulfilled when Jehu trode the body of Jezebel
under his horse’s feet as he entered Jezreel. The dogs
devoured the corpse, and left only the skull, the feet, and
the palms of the hands (2 Kings ix, 80-87).

The judgment fell in the reign of Joram, the son of Ahab,
In 8 Chron. xxi. 12-19 is recorded a prophecy concerning Jehoram he Son o;
Jehoshaphat, styled “a writing from Elijah the prophet.” .
This propheey denounces his sin like that of the house of Ahab, ie. in
establishing the worship of Baal, and also condemns him for putting to death his
brothers, sons of Jehoshaphat, The manner of his death (disease of the bowals)
is also predicted.
13 denth in accordsnce with this propheoy 1s recorded In 3 Chron. zxi. 18, 19.
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The man of God, which came out of Judah, who cried against the
altar at Bethel. ‘ Bzhold, a child shall be borm wnio the house of
David, Josiah by nane ; and wupon thee shall Ive offer the priests of the
high places that burn incense wpor thee, and men's bones shall be burnt
upon thee V' (xiii. 2).

Fulfilment. Josiah broke down the altar at Bethel, and polluted it
by burning upon it bones out of the sepulchres in the mount. It is
spscially menticned that he did not violate the sepulchre of the
“man of God which came from Judah ™ (2 Kings xxiii. 15-18).

The Unknown Prophets. Thers are three prophecies by prophets
whose names are not given.
1, To Ahab, when Samaria was besieged by Ben-hadad.

Prophecy. That the Syrians should be delivered into his hands,
and that the vietory should be won by the young men of the princes
of the provinces.

Fulfilment. (See xx. 15-21.)

2. To Ahab, on the second invasion of Ben-hadad.

Prophecy. The prophet warned Ahab that the Syrians would
renew the attack in the following year. When the Syriansinvaded
the country the prophet predicted the rout of the Syrians for their
presumption in limiting the power of Jehovah (xx. 22 and 28).

Fulfilment. The rout of the Syrians at Aphek, when 100,000
fell, and Ben-hadad tock refuge in Aphek (xx. 29-30).

8. To Ahab, when he had released Ben-hadad and made o treaty with
him,

Prophecy. That the life of Ahab should go for the life of
Ben-hadad, and that the Israelites should suffer defeat at the hands
of the Syrians (xx. 42).

Fulfilment. The death of Ahab at Ramoth-Gilead, and the
disaster which befel the expedition to recover that city (xxii, 29-26),

Micaiah, the Son of Imlah, To Ahab and Jehoshaphat when they
consulted him on undertaking the expedition against Ramoth-Gilead.

Prophecy. “ I sow all Israel scattered upon the hills, as sheep that
have nol a shepherd : and the Lord said, These have no master : let
them return every man to his house in peace ” (xxil. 17), i.e that Ahab
should lose his life and his army be dispersed.

Fulfilment. Ahab was slain in the battle at Ramoth-Gilead, and
his soldiers dispersed to their homes when they heard of the death of
their king (zxii. 35, 36).

Nathan is also mentioned, but no prophecy of his is recorded in Kings.

Shemaiah is mentioned as forbidding Rehoboam to advance against
, Jeroboam in order to subdue the rebellious tribes (xii. 22-24).
He is also mentioned in 2 Chronicles as announcing to Rehoboam
#hat the invasion of Shishak king of Egypt was a punishment for the
national sin of idolatry.
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In the chapters of 2 Chronicles which treat of this period we find—-

Azariah, the Son of Oded, called also Oded, who encouraged Asa in his
religious reform (2 Chron. xv, 1-8). -

Hanani, who rcbuked Asa for making the alliance with Beu-hadad, king
of Syria, in order to relieve Judah from the scheme of Baasha ta
build Ramah. Asa was incensed against the prophet, and imprisoned

" him {2 Chron. xvi. 7-10).

Jahaziel, the son of Zechariah, who encouraged Jehoshaphat in the
battle with Moab and Ammon (2 Chron. xx. 14-17).

Eliezer, the son of Dodavah of Mareshah, who rebuked Jehoshaphat
for his alliance with Ahaziah, and predicted the destruction of the
fleet which the king had built at Ezion.gaber (2 Chron. xx. 37).

ELLJAH.

Elijah, the Tishbite, of the inhabitamis of Gilead (see p. 116),
The chief events of his life are :

(1)} His sudden appearance and prediction of the drought (xvii. 1).

{2} He takes refuge by the brook Cherith, where he is miraculously
fed by ravens (xvii. 2-6).

(8) Later he repeirs to Zarephath, where he increases the widow’s
oil and meal, and resides in her house {xvii. 7-16).

{4) The raising of the widow’s son tolife (zvii. 17-24).

{5) The prophet meets Obadiah, summons Ahab and Israel to
Carmel (xviii. 1-20 .

(6} The great trial on Mount Carmel, when Elijah proves the
superiority of Jehovah over Baal., The slaughter of the
prophets of Baal. Elijah then promises abundance of rain,
which falls and ends the famine. The prophet runs before the
chariot of Ahab from Carmel to Jezreel (xviil. 21-46).

(7} Jezebel threatens his life, and he flees to Horeb, being
miraculously supported for 40 days (xix. 1-8).

(8) At Horeb, after a tempes$, an earthquake, and a fire, Jehovah
rebukes him in a still small voice for his abandonment of his
work, and commands him to return and anoint Hazael to be
king over Syria, Jehu to be king over Israel, and Elisha to be
his own successor (xix. 9-21).

(9) The mecting with Ahab at the vineyard of Naboth when the
King had gone there fo fake possession of the vineyard.
Denunciation of the King and prediction of the fate of his
house (xxi. 17-29). i

{10} He meets the messengers of Ahaziah, predicts the death of thab
king for consulting Baal-zebub, and burns two captains of fifties
who were sent to arrest him (2 Kings i. 8-17).

{11) He divides the waters of Jordan with his mantle ; is carried up
to heaven in a chariot of fire, and leaves his mantle and g
doyble porticn of his apirit fo Elisha (2 Kings ii. 1-14).
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Miracles.

(1) He multiplies the widow’s oil and meal (xvii. 14}.

(2) He raises the widow’s son to life (xvil. 22).

(3) The miraculous descent of fire on Mount Carmel (xviii. 38).

(4) The burning by fire from heaven of the two captains of
fifties (2 Kings 1. 10-12).

(5) He divides the river Jordan with his mantle (2 Kings ii. 8).
For prophecies, see p. xxxiv.

Character.
Elijah stands out in Old Testament history as the grandest and
most unique of all its figures except the great law-giver Moses.
We may note :

(1) His loneliness. He has no settled home. Alone he confronte
Ahab, alone on Mount Carmel he boldly challenges the propheta
of Baal before king and people, naturaliy uniriendly to him
because of the long drought. And at Horeb he speaks of
himself ** I only am left."” -

(2) His sudden appearances and disappearances.

(a) He appeats abrupily on the scene.

(b) Again he appears abruptly to Obadiah and Ahab. The former
well knew of the sudden appearances and disappearances of
the prophet (xviii. 1-16}.

(e} He appears unexpectedly to Ahab after the murder of
Naboth (xxi. 17-20).

(d) He quits the world no less abruptly and mysteriously
(2 Kings ii. 11).

(8) His simplicity of faith. He follows the guidance of Jehovah
implicitly and promptly. Thus it is by the word of the Lord
that— ;

{a) He goes to the brook Cherith (xvii. 2-5),

(b) He goes to Zarcphath to the widow woman {xvii. 8-10).

¢) He appears to Ahab at the end of the drought (xviii. 1-2),

Ed) He goes to meet Ahab at the vineyard of Naboth (xxi. 17-18).

{e) He meets the messengers of Ahaziah sent to consult Paal-
zebub (2 Kings i, 8). -

(f) With Elisha he goes from Gilgal to Bethel, from Bethel to
Jericho, from Jericho to Jordan (2 Kings ii. 1-6).

And throughout his stay at Horeb he continually follows the bidding

of Jehovah.

(4) His singleness of purpose. Hig one aim was the religious
revival of the nation.

(5) His fearlessness of action. Three times did he face Ahab,
{1) When he predicts the drought.
(2) When he summons the king and people to Carmel.
(8) When he denounces the king for the murder of Naboth.

On all thres occasions he boldly and fearlessly faces the monarch.

(6) His sternness of spirit exhibited in—
(1) The staughter of the prophets of Baal.
{2} The calling down fire from heaven upon the captains of fifties,

3
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Wa may note three traits of tenderness—

(1 His conduct towards the widow of Zarephath when her child
died (xvii. 19).

(2) His language to Elisha, when the latter at his call begged tc
take leave of his father and mother (xix. 20).

R (3) His consideration and tenderness to Hlisha when the latter
insisted on accompanying him to the close of his life
(2 Kings ii. 2, 4, 8).

And yet the stern, brave man had his moment of depression, his
time of weakness. In his disappointment at the short-lived characber
of his triumph on Carmel he sank in despair and fled to Beersheba, We
n}l:yl} noée,ﬁhn.t on this occasion there is no mention of ¢ the word of
14 ord.’

(7) His work. Restoration : The bringing back of a state of things
from which Israel had fallen away ; not a call to new duties, but
& re-awakening of the conscience of the nation.

Elijah left an undying memory behind him. No one of the old
prophets is 80 frequently mentioned. Instances a:s :

(1) Malachi foratells his return. ¢ Behold, I will send you Blijah
the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of
the Lord " (Masl iv. 5).

(2) The angel Gabriel, in announcing the birth of John the Baptist
pronounced, ** He shall go before him in the spirit and power of
Kligs” (St. Liuke 1. 17).

(8) The Pharisees questioned the Baptist’s right to baptize. * Why
baptizest thou, then,if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither
that prophet ' (St. John i. 25).

(4) He appeared on the Mount of Transfiguration (St. Matt. xvii. 3},

{5) Our Lord speaks of his work, « Elias truly shall first come, and
restore oll things * (St. Matt. xvii. 11), i.e. the work of tha
Second Elijah shall be like that of the Firab, viz. restoration.

(6) Men thought our Lord was calling him from the Cross, # T'his
man calleth for Eiias v (St. Matt. xxvii. 47).

Four acts of his life are partioularly referred {o in the New Testament-

(1) Hissojourn with the widow of Zaraphath, © Many widows were
in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shul up
three years and siz months, when great famine was throughout
all the land. But unto none of them was Klias sent, save unic
Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow '’
{85, Lutke iv. 25-6).

(2) The calling down fire from heaven upon the capfains of fitties,
When the Samaritans in a certain village would not receive our
Lord because he was going to Jerusalem, James and John said,
s Lord, wilt thou that we command five to come down from
heaven, and consume them, even as Eliasdid ? ' (St. Luke ix,54).
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{3) The drought {a) by our Lord at Nazareth (see 1 above).

(b) St. James refers to it as & striking illustration of the power
of prayer: ' Eliaswasaman subject to like passions as we are,
and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained
not on the earth by the space of three years and siz months ™
(James v. 17).

(4) Jehovah’s reply to him in his fit of despondency at Horeb. St.

Paul refers to this to give force to his argument that Israel was
not wholly cast away. * Buiwhat saith the answer of God unto
him 2 I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have
not bowed the Inee to the image of Baal ” (Rom. xi. 4). 8t. Paul
applies it to his own argument, * HBven so then at this present
time also there i3 a remnant according to the election of grace”
(xi. 5).

* On the Jewish belief of the reappearance of Elijah,Dean Stanley writes:

“ Pasgover after Passover, the Jews of our day place the paschal
cup on the table, and set the door wide open, believing that
that is the moment when Hlijah will reappear. When goods
are found and no owner comes, when difficulties arise and no
solution appears, the ansgwer is, ¢ Pub them by till Elijab
comes ' " (History Jewish Church).

JOHN THE BAPTIST COMPARED WITH BELIJAH,

John the Baptist.

1. Home. The Wilderness, whence
he suddenly appears.
- 2, Clothing, *“ Raiment of camels

hatr, and a leathern girdle about his
loing ” (St. Matt, iii. 4). -

3. Food. * Locustsand wild honey
(St. Matt. iii. 4).

4. Preaching. * The baplism of
repentance for the remission of sins™
(8t, Linke {ii. 8),

5. Special Preaching. Reproved
Herod the Tetrarch for his sin in
marrying Herodias.

6. Fate. His death was due to the
vengeance of Herodias,

7. Despondency. John in prison
doubted "if Jesus were really the
Megsiah, and sent two of hi: disciples
to ask, “ Ari thou he that should come,
or do we look for another? " (Bt. Matt.
xi. 3).

8. The predecessor of the mild and
gentle Jesus,

s

THE 4GODS OF

Eltjah,

The desert. His appearances thence
are sudden and unexpected.

* An hairy man, and girt with a girdle
of leather about his loins * {2 Kings i. 8).

Of the desert.

Denounced the sing of Ahab and the
idolatry of the people in worshipping
Baal

Reproved Ahab for the worship of
Baal, which was infroduced by his wife
Jezebel.

Jezobel threatened the life of Elijah
who saved himself by fleeing to Beer-
gheba (1 Kings xix. 3).

Elijah at Beer-sheba despaired, He
considered his efforts useless, his work
of no avail, and said, “ 0 Lord, lake
away my life, for I am not betler than
my fathers " (1 Kings xix. 4). -

The predecessor of the mild and
merciful Eligha.

THE HEATHEN.

Fach nation had its own particular god, who took the nation under his

protection.
nsation exclusively.

Even the Israelites regarded Jehovah as the God of their
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Gods mentioned in Kings are

1.

2

8.

4,

(1) Baal the god of the Zidonians.

{2) Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians,

(3) Milcom or Moloch, the abomination of Ammon,

{4) Chemosh the abomination of Moab.

Baal. The word Baalsignifies *“ lord,” “owner of the 1and,” and we find
the word Baalim used to describe the many gods of the Canaanites
(Judges ii. 11.); =also Daal-peor (Numbers xxv.}, Baal-zebub
{2 Kings i, 2, 8).

But the Baal of Kings is the Pheenician Baal variously repre-
sented as the Sun, or as the planect Jupiter. He was identifled
by the Greeks with Hercules.

Baal was the supreme male deity of the Pheenicians, and vepre-
sentod the active originative power in nature,

The worship of Baal was introduced into Israel by Jezebel.
Ahab “ reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal” (xvi. 32).
In this house was an image of Baal, Jehu destroyod the image of
Baal, and broke down the houss of Baal (2 Kings x. 26, 27). He
also slaughtered all the priests of Baal. His reform was not so
much religious as practical, for he maintained the calf-worship of
Jaroboam. Probably he thought that the Baal priesthood fostered
by the dynaaty of Ahab might prove dangerous to him.

Ashtoreth. The supreme female deity of the Phcenicians, and
repregents the recaptive and productive power in nature. Ashtoreth
has heen identified with the moon, but the generally received opinion
is that she is ropresented by the planet Venus, tho Greek Asiarte.
Her worship isalways connected with Asherah (p. 121), and was of &
most licentious and impure character.

Milcom or Moloch the god of Ammon, was a fire-god to whom

human sacrifices were offered. The Israslites passed their children
through the fire to Moloch. These sacrifices were offered in the
vnlley of Hinnom or Tophet. The statue is said to have been of
brass with the hands and arms so arranged that the victim slid from
them into the fire.
Chemosh, the sun or fire-god, and also the war god: of the
Moabites, who are called “the people of Chemosh.” Human
sacrifices were offered to this deity. The King of Moab sacrificed
his son o Moloch (2 Kings iii,, 26, 27), and the Moabite stone
refers to those slain in battle as “an offering to Chemosh.”
Carchemish on the Kuphrates =the fort of Chemosh.

Josiah destroyed all the places of the worship of Ashtoreth,
Chemosh and Moloch, and polluted them. Hes particularly
polluted the valley of Hinnom or Tophet to put an end to the
worship of Moloch.

FOREIGN NATIONS.

Tyre. Both David and Solomon had friendly relations and commarce

with Hiram, King of Tyre. Particular notices are:
1. Hiram supplied David with cedar-wood and workmen for building

him a palace (2 Sam. v. 11).
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Hiram supplicd Solomon with cedar and fir, and with skilled
workmen for the building of the Temple and the Palaces. In
return Sclomon gave Hiram 20,000 measures of wheat, and
twenty measures of pure oil yearly (v. 10-11).

In response fo the request of Solomon, Hiram the king sent him
Hiram a worker in brass who cast all the brass work for the
Temple (vii. 13-46).

When Solomon had finished all his great buildings it would scem
that the cost of them had boen so great that he could not pay
Hiram in produce, Solomon gave Hiram twenty citiesin the land
of Galilee and Hiram paid Solomon 120 talents of gold, apparently
to balance the account between them (ix. 10-14), (On the
disappointment of Hiram when he saw the cities, sea xiii.}.

On the secession of the Ten Tribes friendly relations appear to
have continued for Ahab married Jezebel, the daughter of
Ethbaal, King of the Zidonians (xvi. 31.).

Solomon married Pharaoh’s daughter. Pharaoh had taken
Gezer an important city in the south commanding the approach
from Egypt, and had slain its Canaanitish inhabitants. The
Egyptian king presented the city to Solonzon as the dowry of his
daughter. .

This marriage is important as being the first recorded alliance
between Kgypt and the Israelites after the Exodus. It also
indicates the wealth and power of Sclomon. He was able to
choose a wife from the ancient and important kingdom of
Egypt.

The Fgyptian princess probably embraced Judaism, for Solomon
is nowhere blamed for the marriage, nor does there appear any
mention of Egyptian deities in the list of the gods for whom
Solomon built high places.

This Pharaoh was of the Tanite or 21st Egyptian dynasty, but
whether he is to be identified with Psuscnnes IL., the last king of
that dynasty, or Psinaces his predecessor, is uncertain. The
balance of probability is in favour of Psinaces. The Tanite
dynagsty towards it close had become very weak, and this may be
areason why an alliance with the powerful monarch Solomon
would be readily received. ’

Hadad escaped from the massacre of Edom and took refuge in
Egypt. Ho married the sister of Tahpenes, Pharaoh’s wife, and
had a son Genubath,

This Pharaoh cannot have been Solomon’s father-in-law, but
must have heen prior tohim. He iz generally supposed to have
been Psusennes L., the second king of the Tanite dynasty.

Jaroboam took refuge in Egypt and was received by Shishak,
Shishak has been identified with Sheshonk or Sesonchosis, the

first king of the 22nd Egyptian dynasty. His identity is con

firmed by an Egyptian record of an expedition against Judah.
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The favourable reception accorded to Jeroboam indicates a
change of attitude towards Solomon following on a change of
dynasty.

Shishak is the first Egyptian King mentioned by name &g
distinguished from his title as Pharaol.

The expedition of Shishak against Rehoboam. This expedition -
was undertaken not only for the plunder of Jorusalem but also
in the interests of Jeroboam. The Egyptian inseriptions give a
list of eities conquered in the territories of Jeroboam. “hese
cities are all Levitical or ancient Canaanite cities. The inference
is that Shishak subdued those cities which had not acknowledged
the rule of Jeroboam and then handed them over to him.

Shishak invaded Judah in the fifth year of Rehoboam. From
2 Chronicles xii. 2-12, we learn that following the warning of
Shemaiah, who announced that the invasion was a punishment for
the national sin of idolatry, Rehoboam and the princes of Israel
humbled themselves, and in consequence Jerusalem wasg
spared. Shishak carried off all the treasures of the Temple and
of B’ghe King's Palace with the golden shields that Solomon had
made.

Apa defeated Zerah the Ethiopian who had advanced against
Judah (2 Chron, xiv. 9-12). Zerah is identified with Osorchon IT.
who had sucoesded Shishak.

We hear nothing more of Egypt till Hoshea appealed to the
king of Egypt for assistance against Shalmaneser, king of
Asgsyria (2 Kings xvii. 4.),

Capital Damascus. The Kings of Syria appear to have been :—
Hadadezer, conquered by David (2 Sam. viii. 3).

Rezon, & guerilla chief and an usurper, who took advantage of the
state of afiairs in Damascus to establish himself in that city. He
was an adversary of Solomon all the days of his reign (xi. 23-25).
From this time Syria was almost continually at war with Israel.
He is considered by some to be the same person as Hezion (xv. 18),
the father of Tabrimon and grandfather of Ben-hadad I,

Tabrimon (= good in Rimmon), father of Ben-hadad I. (xv. 18).

Ben-hadad I. appears to have made a league with Baasha, who was

thus enabled to maks offensive war against Asa, king of Judah,
and seize upon Ramah, which he commenced to fortify. In his
distress Asa bribed Ben-hadad to break off his alliance with Baasha,
and attack Israel from the North. He captured Ijon, Dan, Abel.
beth-maachah and all Cinneroth, with all the land of Naphtali,
and compelled Baasha to abandon his plans against Judah. Tt
would appear that he continued to make war against Israel in the
reign of Omri, and forced him to allow ¢ streets” in Samaria for
Syrian residents (xx. 84).

Ben-hadad IL, son of Ben-hadad I., and also king of Damascus.
His power and the extent of his rule are indicated by the fact that
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bhirty-two vassal kings accompanied himin his expedition against
Aliab. Three contests with Israel are mentioned :

(1) The siege of Sam.ria, and defeat of the Syrians brought
about by the onset of the young men of the Princes of the
Provinces (xx. 1-21).

(2) The battle at Aphek, where the Syrians were utterly routed.
The life of Ben-hadad was spared through the foolish
leniency of Ahab (xx. 22-43).

{8) Following this defeat of the Syrians there was peace between
Israel and Syria for three years. Ahab then undertook the
expedition against Ramoth-Gilead in alliance with Jehosha-
phat, king of Judah. In the battle that ensued Ahab was
slain (xxii. 1-40).

In 2 Kings we find that Ben-hadad again invaded Israel in the
reign of Jehoram, when Samaria was so closely besieged th& there
was a famine in the city. The city was relieved by the flight
of the Syrians, who were seized with a panic (2 Kings vi. 24-vil.}.

Soon after Ben-hadad fell siek, and sent Hazael to inquire of
Elisha if he should recover from his sickness. On the day after
Hazael’'s reburn Ben-hadad was murdersd either by Hazael or one
of Ben-hadad’s servants (2 Kings viii. 7-15).

6. Hazael. Only mentioned in 1 Kings as one of the three, Hazael,
Jehu, .and Elisha, whom Elijah was commanded to anoint
" (xix. 15, 16).

THE TEMPIH.
The Site.

Mount Morlah where Abraham would have offered Isaac (Gen, xxil, 1-14).
Where David sacrificed to Jehovah on the threshing-floor of
Araunah or Ornan the Jebusite, and so stayed the plague sent as
a visitation for his sin in numbering the people (2 Sam. xxiv.
18-25). David bought the site from Araunah for 600 shekels of
gold (1 Chron. xxi. 25).

According to Josephus the summit of Moriah was too small for the
buildings, so Sclomon built a wall on the east and south sides,
levelled the top and filled in the space between the wall and the
hill and thus obtained an ample area of level surface.

Preparations,
.. By David.

(a) He selectod the site. After his sacrifice on the threshing-floor of
Araunah it is recorded. ¢ Then David said, This is the house of
the Lord God, and this is the altar of the burnt offering for
Israel * (1 Chron. xxii. ).

(b) He drew the plan. * Then David gave to Solomon his son the
pattern of the porch and of the houses thereof, etc.” (1 Chrom.
xxvili, 11-12).
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{(¢) He provided materials.

(1) From Tyre and Zidon— Cedar wood (1 Chron. xxii. 4).
(2) Hewn stones and marble {1 Chron. xxii. 2, xxix, 2).
(8) Dedicated offerings.
1) Gold, 100,000 talents.
9) Silver, 1,000,000 talents.
3) Iron and brass, ¢ without weight.”
(4) Precious stones, *‘onyx,” ete. {1 Chron, xxii. 14, xxix. 3).

(d) His own contributions,

(1) Gold, 3,000 talents.

(2) Silver, 7,000 talents (refined) (1 Chron. xxix. 4}

(8) The offerings (i.e. Hreewill offerings) of the “chief of the
fathers,” the ‘“‘primces of the tlribes,”” “captains® and
S rulers.”
(1) Gold, 5,000 talents and 10,000 drams.
(2) Silver, 10,000 talents,
{38) Brass, 18,000 talents.
(4) Iron, 100,000 talents (1 Chron. zxix. 7).

{¢) He gathered skilful workmen together {1 Chron, xxii. 15).
2. By Solomon, -

(a) Cedar —fir—algum, from Lebanon, sent him by Hiram, King of
Tyre, in answer to Solomon’s request (v. 3-6).

{b) In response o his request for a ** cunning’’ workman, Hiram sent
him Hiram or Huram, the son of a Tyrian father, by a Hebrew
Wonl;a.n of Dan or Naphtali (see p. 29), to superintend the Temple
works. Ce

{(¢) Hiram also sent stone-masons to direct Solomon’s labourers in
quarrying and dressing the stones.

In return for thess gervices Solomon paid Hiram yearly,

20,000 cors of wheat (see p. 125).

20,000 cors of barley.

20,000 baths or ephahs of wine (see p. 125).
20,000 baths of oil (2 Chron, ii. 10).

The timber was brought from Lebanon to the coast, from thence con-
veyed &s rafts to Joppa, and then taken overland to Jerusalem.
{see p. 22). (v.9). “The siones were brought partly from
Lebanon, partly from the neighbourhood of Bethlehem, partly
from the quarries which have recently been discovered under the
Templa rock, and known by the name of the ¢ Royal Caverns'"”
(STaNLEY).

Workmen.

1. Hiram, chief artificer and superintendent of the Temple works.

2. A levy of 30,000 Israelites {not of Judah}, divided into three courses
of 10,000 each, who served in Liebanon a month at a time, f.e.
each course of 10,000 spent one month in Lebanon hewing and
Jfelling, and two months at home (see p. 23}.

Over this levy were 550 overscers (ix. 23).
Adoram or Adoniran (see p. lxxviil.) was over the levy, i.e., was
general superintendent of the work (see p. Ixxviii.).



THE TEMPLE. xlv,

8. The Canaanites remaining in the land were numbered. These
Solomon made inte bondservants, and appointed them as
follows :—

(a) 80,000 hewers—i.e. to work in the quarries.

(0) 70,000 « that bare burdens,” i.e. 1o convuy the stones to
Jerusalem.

{¢) 3,300 (Chronicles has 3,600} to act as overseers.

All the stones and timber were preparcd in the quarries and made
ready “ so that there was neither hammer nor ar nor any tool of
tron heard in the house while it was tn building ' (vi. 7).

‘¢ Like some tall palm, the noiseless fabric sprang.”

In this manner Solomon preserved the letter of the law, * And
there shalt thou build an allar untothe Lord thy God, an altar of
stomes : thow shalt not lift up any vron tool upon them (Deut.
xxvii. §).

Time taken in Building.

The Temple was commenced on the second day of the second month Zif
(=DMay}) in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign; in the 480th year of
the Exodus {vi. 1).

The Temple was completed in the eight month, Bul {= November)

in the eleventh year of Solomon’s reign. Thus the whole time was

seven and a half years.

DESCRIPTION‘ OF THE TEMPLE.

The Temple was a reproduction of the old Tabernacle of the \Vilderness,
but built of stone, and its dimensions everywhere were double those of

- the Tabernaole.
It was surrounded by two courts of different levels, the inner

one being the higher. These courts were open to the sky and quad-
rangular; each being onclosed by a wall.

1. The Outer Court or Great Court, entered by doors overlaid with
brags (2 Chron. iv. 9).
From allusions in the Psalms it would appear that this court was
planted with trees.
“ I am like a green olive tree in the house of God ™ (Ps. lil. 8).
“ The righteous shall flowurish like the palm tree, he shall grow like
a cedar in Lebanon. Those that be planted in the house of the
Lord shall flourish in the courls of our God » (Ps. xcii, 12-13).
I1. The Inner Court or Court of the Priests or Court before
the Temple. The different names are recorded thus:—
The Inner Court. “* And he buili the inner court (vi. 36).
The Court of the Priests. *‘ Furthermore he made the courl of
the priests” (2 Chron. iv, 9).
The Court before the Temple.
This court is meutioned in Jeremiah as *the higher court™ {Jer,

xxxvi. 10).
Solomwon is said to have * builf the immer couwrt with three rows of

hewed stone, and a row of cedar beams’ (vi. 86).
3#:
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From these passages it is clear that the Inner Court was on a higher
level than the Outer Court.

Two explanations are given of how this was done.

(1) That a foundation was made of three layers of hewn stone
placed one ahove the other, and it was then boarded on the
top with codar planks. *

(2) That there were three rows of stone walling surmounted by
one row of cedar beams at the top, making a kind of sunk
fence surrounding the ccurt, the intorior being artificially
filled ap.

But in whatever manner the court was raised and fenced in, it is
clear that there would be nothing to prevent the people who were
standing in the Ouber Court from seeing what the priests were
dping.

In the Inner Court were
(I) The Molten Sea (see p. L), standing ‘‘on the right side of the

louce castward, over against the south™ (vii, 39).

{2) Ten Lavers (ses p. 1i.).

(3) Ten Bases of brass ( see p. 1i.).

{4) The Great Brazen Altar or Altar of Burmt OJering (<ee

. i),
In this Ggurb was the Temple proper.

THE TEMPLE.

The Temple ccrsisted of The Porch; The Holy Place ; The Uracle, or

Holy of Holies, and including the Porch its lengtl: was 70 cubits
105 ft.).

L T](Je Porch was at the East end, and measured 10 cubits (15 feet) from
east to west, 20 cubits (30 feet) wide from north to south, and waa 120
oubits (180 feet) high, rising high abovae the rest of the building. 1%
was overlaid within with gold.

On citherside of the Porch were the two pillars of brass, Jachin and
Boaz (see p. 1L}

11. The Holy Place—40 cubits (60 feet) long, 20 cubits (3u feet) w.de,
and 30 cubits (45 feet) high, being double the dimensions of the
corresponding portion of the Tabernacle.

Walls. Hewn stone, covered with cedar wood, * carved with knops
and open flowers,” and then overlaid with gold. (Chronicles
adds * graved cherubims' as ornaments (2 Chron. iii. 7)).

Floor. Cedar, boarded with fir, and then overlaid with gold.

Ceiling. Cedar, boarded over with fir, carved with palm trees and
chain work, and overlaid with gold.

“ And he garnished the house with precious stones for beauty:
and the gold was gold ¢f Parvaim™ (2 Chron. iii. 6).

Windows, * For the house he made windows of narrow lights "
(vi. 4}, Windows of fixed lattice work, above the roof of the
chambers, of the nature of clerestory windows, and for
ornamentrather than light, (See p. 110.)
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Entrance. Two doors, each having two leaves, and occupying
one-fourth of the wall in which they were placed, and would
thus be 5 (7 feet 6 inches! cubits square.

The doors were of fir carved with * cherubim and palm frees
and open flowers,” all overlaid with gold, and well fixed by
golden hinges to posts of wild olive {cleaster) overlaid with
gold.

The Holy Place contained—

(1) The Altar of Incense {see p. li.) placed in front of the door of
the Holy of Holies.

(2) Ten Tables of Shew Bread (see p. li.), five on the right gide
and five on the left.

(8) The Golden Candlesticks (see p. 1i.}, five on the right side and
fiva on the left:

IIT, The Oracle or Holy of Holies formed a perfect cube, 20 cubits
(80 feat) each way, being double the dimensions of the corresponding
portion of the Tabernacle. )

Walls, hewn stona, covered with cedar, carved with *‘ cherubim,
palm frees and open flowers,” all overlaid with geld.

Floor, cedar, overlaid with gold.

Entrance. Two doors, ocoupying one-fifth of the wall, and so
4 cubits (6 feet square).

Tha doors were of olive wood (oleaster) with ‘ carvings of
cherubims, palm trees, and open flowers,” all overlaid with
gold, and were fixed by golden hinges. Fifty shekels ¢ weight
of gold nails ” was used.*

Behind the door was the

Vail ¢ of blue and purpls, and crimson, and fine linen, and
wrought cherubims thereon” (2 Chron. iii. 14). This wail
appears to have been drawn across by chains of gold.”t

The Holy of Holies conbained—

(1) The Ark (see p. lii.).

{2) The Cherubim (see p. lii.}.

IV. The Chamber. Round the house ran three gallaries divided into
chambers. These galleries were one above tha other in three stories,
each five ocubits high. The lower story was five cubits broad, the

* From the mention of nails we gatber how thegold was laid on. The over-
laying was not glldm% but the attachment of thin plates of gold, which were
fasgtened on with smali %old nails. The carved work was covered with beaten
gold to Ait. * Spread gold upon the clerulims and upon the palm irees” (vi. 33).
“ Qoversd themwith gold fitted upon the carved work™ (vi. 85).

t‘“Hes made a partition by the chains of gold before the oracle” (vi. 21\
R. V., translates * He drew across clirins of gold.” But from 2 Chron. iii. 5, 16,
**Set therson palm-trees and chains.” * And he made chaing asin the orucle, and
put them on the Neads of the pillars,” it would appear that chains were used as
ornaments on the walls and pillars. Septuagint renders *“Ie drew a curtsin
across by means of chains of gold.”

Another interpretation is that the chains were passed across the entrance a
tew feet from the ground, with the object of forming a barrier between the Holy
Place and the Holy of Holies,

3*‘
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middle six cubits broad, and the upper seven cubita broad, the wall of
-the Temple diminishing in thickness to
form ledges or rests to receive the floor
beams as in the figure A.

This device was adopted in order to
preserve the sanctity of the Temple, and
at the same time to allow of the attach-
ment of chamhers. * He made narrowed
rests round about, that the beams should
not be fastened in the walls of the house”
(vi. 6).

Fntrance was obtained to the chambers as
follows ;—

“The door for the middle chamber
was in the right side of the house,
and they went up with winding stairs
into the middle chamber, and out of
the middle into the third > (vi. 8).

The Accessories of the Temple.

1. The Molten Sea or Brazen Laver made of * molten brass,”
circular, 80 cubits (45 feet) in eircumference, 10 cubits (15 feet) in
diameter, and 5 cubits (74 feet) deep, and the brass was a hand breadth
(8% inches) thick.

The brim ** was wrought like the brim of a cup with Fowers of
_ lildes ™ (vii. 26), and under the rim were two rows of * knops” (i.e.
knobs), ten in a cubit, 4.e. 800 in a row, )
It stood on twelve brazen oxenm, three of which faced fio the north,
three to the west, three to the south, and three to the east.
It contained 2000 bathst (8000, 2 Chron. iv. 5).

#R.V. renders “like the fiower of a lily,” .e. the rim was curved outward like .
the rim of an ordinary drinking eup, or the edge of a lily blossom, and not that
it was ornamerted with lily lowers,

. Enops, lit. “gourds,” i.e. a boss or ball ornament encircled the rim of the bowl
in two rows (8.0.) 2 Chron. iv. 3 says, “Two rows of oxen were cast, when il
was cast. This description woull make oxen not knops as the ornaments.

Possibly the * knops " represented the heads of cxen.

t1f a bath were rather more than eight gallons (Josephus), the vessel, if
hemiapherical, could not possiblg' hold 16,000 gallons. A ‘cylindrical vessel of
the dimensions given would hold a little over 8,000 gallons, and this measure
zg'lﬁles Wilg]; the rabbinical estimate of a bath, viz. a little over four gallons (see
ath, p. ) ]
Two explanations are given of the discrepancy between the Kings
and the Chronicles.
(1) That 2000 baths was the quantity usually supplied; 8000 baths the
utmost the laver could contain,
(2) That the laver held 2000 baths, and the foot 1000,
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The laver was used for the ablutions of the priests.

3. The Ten Lavers of brass, ewch 4 cubits (G feet) in height, length
and breadtii, and containing 40 baths, about 340 gallons,
These lavers were for washing * such things as they offered for the
burnt offering *’ (2 Chron. iv. 6).

3. The Ten Bases of brass were stands for the ten lavers. They were
each 4 cubits (G feet) square and 3 cubits (43 feet) high.

Each base was mounted on four brazen wheels 13 cubits (2 15. 9 ins.

in diameter.* (For further description, sec notes vii. 27-36, p. 81.

The Great Brazen Altar, 20 cubits (80 feet) long, 20 cubits (30 feet)
broad, and 10 cubits (15 feet) high (2 Chron. iv. 1}.

1t stood before the porch, <“the forefront of the house™
(2 Kings xzvi. 14).

It was repaired or reconsecrated by Asa, who *renewed the altar of
the Lord that was before the porch of tie Lord” (2 Chron. xv. 8).

Ahaz ordered an altar to be built after the fashion of an altar he had
seen in Damascus. He placed this new altar in front of
Solocmon’s altar, and removed the latter to the north side of
the new altar, commanding the priests to offer the sacrifices
on the new altar, removing the brazen sltar for himself to
enquire by (2 Kings xvi. 10-16).

The Pillars, Jachin and Boaz. Two hollow pillars of brass, Jachin
{=He shall estabiish) on the right hand of the porch, and Boaz
{= il is strength) on the left.

Each pillar was 18 cubits (27 feet) high, aud 12 cubits (18 feet) in
circumference, with chapiters. (For description, sce notes, p. 30,
vii. 15-29).

The Altar of Incense, which stood in the Holy Place, immediately
in front of the door of the Holy of Holies. *The altar of gold "
(vii. 48), “the golden altar” (2 Chron. iv. 19), “ and so covered the
altar, which was of cedar " (vi. 20).

From the above references it is concluded that the altar was made
of stone, and then covered with cedar to provide for the over-
laying it with gold.

The Table of Shew Bread, overlaid with gold {see p. 88). * The
table of gold, whereupon the shewbread was” (vii. 48),

From Chronicles we learn that Solomon ‘““made ten tables, and
placed them in the temple, five on the right side and five on
the left 7 (2 Chron. iv. 8). To reconcile the discrepancy it has
been suggested that though ten similar tables were made, the
shewhread was never placed on mors than one table at a time.

Ten Golden Candlesticks, five on the right band and five on the

*We read in 2 Kings xvi. 17 that Ahaz * cut off the borders of the bases, and
removed the laver from off them : and took down the sea from off the brasen oxen
that were under it, and put it upon a pavemsnt of stones."



li1. THE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS,

left before the oracle. Probably branched like the candlesticks in the
Tabernacle. They were of pare gold.
Mention is made of
(1) Their flowers, i.e. the ornamental work of their stems.
(2) Their lamps, i.e. the hollows at the end of the branches,
which held the lights.

The Ark (the original ark of the Tabernacle), an oblong chest of
Shitim (acacia) wood 2% cubdits (3 ft. 9 ins.) long, by 14 cubits
(2 ft 8 ins.} broad and high. Tt was overlaid within and without
with gold, and on the upperside or lid, which was edged round with
gold, the mercy seat was laid. It was fitted with rings, one at each of
the four corners, through which were passed staves of Shittim wood
overlaid with gold, by which it was carried.

When the priests placed the ark in the Temple “ they drew out the
staves, that the ends of the staves were seen out in (R.V. from)
the holy place >’ (viii. 8). (For explanation, see p. 85.)
The ark originally contained
{1} The Two Tables of Stone.
{2) The Pot of Manna,
(3) Aaron’s Rod, which budded.
When it was placed in the Temple * there was nothing in the ark sae
the tiwo tables of stone, which Moses put there at Horeb” (viii. 9).
For history of the avk, see p. liv.

Two Cherubims, of olive wood, overlaid with gold, in imitation of the
cherubims of the Tabernacle. Unlike these, which were movable, they
stood firin on their feet. They were 10 cubits (15 feet) high, and each
bad twowings 5 cubits (74 feet} long, outstretched, so that one wing of
each clierub met above the ark, and the other touched the wall. Thus
the wings stretched along the whole of the further wall of the oracle,
fromn the north side to the south side. The ark occupied the vacant
space beneath the outspread wings in the centre of the wall. (See
also p. 35, and p. 112).- -

Various Utensils,

{1} Of Gold.

Bowls, probably vesscls to contain the oil for the candlesticks,
R.V. Cups.

Spoons, or inceuse cups.

Censors, R.V. firepans, for the altar of incense, They are also
called “ snufdishes ” (Ex. xxv. 38),

Basins (100, see 2 Chron. iv. 8}, to receive the water of
sprinkling, and the blood of the sacrifices. :

Snuffers, for trimming the lamps of the candlesticks.

The gold and silver vessels and the smaller vassels of brass were carried away
0 Babylon at the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple (2 Kings xxiv,
134 s3v. 14). The Two Pillars, the Molten Sea, and the Bases were broken up, and
the brass carried to Babylon (2 Kings xxv. 13). .

Bome ot these vessels (5400) were given to the Jews by Oyrns to take back
to Jerusalem on the releage from captivity (Ezra 1. 7-11).

The Atk was lost or destroyed ab the capture of the city.
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(2) Of Brass.
Shovels, to remove the ashes.
Bastns, to receive the blood of the victims.
Pots, or cauldrons, for the boiling of the peace offerings.
Flesh hooks, by means of which the flegsh was removed from the
cauldron or pot.
The vessels of ‘brass’ were so numerous that Seolomon did not
ascertain their weight.
The casting of the brazen vessels, lavers, molten sea, etc., was done
“in the plain of Jordan . . . in the clay ground between Succoth
and Zarthan ' (viig46).

HISTORY OF THE TEMPLE.

The Three Temples.

They a!l stood upon Mount Moriah, on the spot whichk David had
purchased from Araunah the Jebusite (2 Sam. xxiv. 24}, the summit of
the hill being levelled to make a space sufficiently large on- which to
ereck the building.

I. The First or Solomon’s Temple, erected by King Solomon

B.C. 1005, .

The chief features in its history are: —

(1) It was plundered by Shishak, king of BEgypt, thirty-three years
after its dedication (1 Kings xiv. 25-26), B.C. 972.

{2) It was repaired by Xing Jehoash under the guidance of Jehoiada
(2 Kings xii. 11), B.C. 856. .

(3) Ahaz plundered it to bribe Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, to
attack the Kings of Syria and Israel (2 Kings xvi, 7-18), B.C. 740,

(4) Hezekiah repaired the Temple (2 Kings xviil. 4) B.C. 726, but
was forced to take its treasures to briba Sennacherib (2 Kings
xviil. 15}, B.C. 718,

(8) The Temple was polluted by Manasseh, who set up altars and
idols in its courts (2 Kings xxi. 3, 4), B.C. 698.
Manasseh afterwards repented and removed the altars and idols.

{6) Josiah repaired the Temple and restored the worship (2 Kings
xxii, 3-6), B.C. 624

{7) It was plundered by Nebuchadnezzar in the reign of Jeholakim
(2 Chron, xxxvi. 7), B.C. 606.

(8) It was again piundered by Nebuchadneszzar in the reign of
Jehoiachin (2 Chron. xxxvi. 10}, B.C. 598. .

(9) Nebuzar-adan was commanded by Nebuchadnezzar to entirely
destroy it in the reign of Zedekiah (2 Kings xxv. 13), B.C. 588.

II. The Second Temple built by Zerubbabel. Tt was several timeg
plundered, but the chief desecration was that committed by Antiochus
Epiphanes, who plundered and profaned }t by setting up the idol of
Jupiter near the altar, B.C. 170. The sacrifices were discontinued for
threec years, and were restored by Judas Maccabaus.
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III. The Third, or Herod’s, Temple was a rebuilding and rebeautifying of
the Temple of Zerubbabsl. Though the main building was completed
in nine years, subsequently other works were undertaken, and the
courts enlarged so that the whole period was forty-six years, ‘¢ Forty
and siz years was this temple in building ™ (St. John i1. 20).

It was entirely destroyed by the Romans on the capture of Jerusalem
by Titus, A.D.70.
The Temple of Solomon had five things which were lacking in the
Temple of Zerubbabel :—
(1) The Ark and the Mercy-seat.
(2) The Shechinah or visible token of the Divine presence.
{8) The Holy Fire of the Altar.
(4) The Urim and Thummim.
(5) The Spirit of Prophecy.
Haggai declared that *the glory of this latier house shall be greater than
of the former” (Hag. ii. 9).
Thls was fulfilled by the presence of our Liord in the Temple of Herod,
which was an enlargement of the Temple of Zerubbabel.

THE ARK.

Contained originally—
1. The Two Tables of Stone (the Tables of tha Covenant) on which were
written the Ten Commandments.
2. Agolden pot with an omer of manna.
3. Aaron’s rod which budded.

In the time of Solomomn it contained only the Two Tables of Stone
(viii. 9).
History of the Ark.

{1) It led the Israelites under Joshua aorcss the Jordan on dry land
(Josh. iv.).

(2) It was carried round the walls of Jericho once & day for six days,
and seven times on the seventh day, when the walls of Jericho
fell down (Josh. vi. 1-20).

(8) On entering Canaan the ark was set up at Shiloh (Josh. xviii, 1).

(4) In the judgeship of Eli the ark was taken into the camp of the
Israelites, when they were advancing against the Philistines.
The Israelites were defeated; Hophni and Phinehas, the two
sons of Hli, were slain, and the ark captured by the Philistines
(1 Sam. iv.).

(5) The ark was placed by the Philistines in the house of their god,
Dagon, at Ashdod. - When Dagon’s image fell before it, and the
Philistines were smitten with emerods, they sent the ark from
Ashdod to Gath, from Gath to Ekren (1 Sam. v.}.

(6) Finally the ark was taken back to Israel in a cart drawn by two
milch kine, who of their own accord drew it to Bethshemesh
(1 Sam, vi. 1-18).
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{7) The men of Bethshemesh wers struck dead for looking into the
ark. So they conveyed it to the house of Abinadab at Kirjath-
jearim (1 Sam. vi. 19—vii. 2).

(8) In the time of Saul the ark appears fo have been at Nob
(1 Sam. xxi.).

(9) Afterwards it wasagain at Kirjath-jearim, whence David carried it
in a new carf, but Uzzah being struck dead for touching it on the
journey it was taken to the house of Obed-edom (2 Sam. vi. 1-11).

(10) David subsequently conveyed it to Jerusalem (2 Sam. vi. 19).

(11) When David fled from Absalom, Zadok and Abiathar accom-
panied the King in his flight and took the ark with them, but
David sent it back fo Jerusalem (2 Sam. xv, 24-29),

(12) It was finally placed by Solomon in the Temple.

{18) Manasseh set & carved image in the house of God, and probably
removed the ark to make way for it (2 Chren. xxxiii. 7).

(14) It was reinstated in the Temple by Josiah (2 Chron. xxxv, 8).

(15} It was either destroyed or lost during the destruction of the
Temple by Nebuchadnezzar, and was wanting in the second
Temple.

GEOGRAPHICAL:, NOTES.

Abel-beth-maachah, a town of some importance, situated in the
extrerme north of Palestine, and described as “ a city and @ mother in
Israel” (2 Sam., xx. 19). Here Sheba took refuge in his revolt.
Joab pursued him and besieged the city, which was saved from capture
by the inhabitants, in obedience to the advice of a wise woman, throwing
the head of the rebel cver the wall to Joab.

Notices in Kings.

(1) Along with Ijon, Dan, and Cinneroth, it was captured by
Benhadad, King of Syria, when he advanced against Baasha at
the request of Asa, King of Judah. This invasion by Benhadad
compelled Baasha to desist from fortifying Ramah (xv. 20).

(2) It was captured along with other northern towns by Tiglath-
pileser, King of Assyria, when he invaded Israelin the reign of
Pekah (2 Kings xv. 29).

Abel-meholah, a town in the north part of the Jordan valley. Itis
mentioned
(1) In connection with the rout of the Midianites by Gideon
(Fudges vii. 22).
(2) As the native place of Elisha. Here he whs found ploughing
by Elijah returning from Horeb, and was called to follow
Klijah (xix. 16).

Anathoth, a priestly city in.the tribe of Benjamin, lying on or near
%0 the great road from the north to Jerusalem. It has been identified
with Anita on a ridge N.N.E. of Jerusalem.

Notices.
(1) It was the native place of Abiezer and Jchu, two of David’s
mighty men.
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{2} It was the birih-place of Jersmiah, who was ‘‘of the priests
that were in Anathoth in the land of Bewjamin® (Jer. i. 1),

(8) The men of Anathoth sought the lifo of Jeremiah, and he
was bidden to prophecy against them, and $o prophecy evil
against them (Jer. xi. 21-3).

(4) During the siege of Jerusalem, Jeremiah bought the land
which his cousin Hanameel possessed at Anathoth, and thus
proclaimed his confidence in the ultimate restoration of his
country (Jer. xxxii, 6-12).

(5) One hundred and twenty-eight of the men of Anathoth re-
turned from the eaptivity (Kzra ii. 23).

Notice in Kings.

Abiathar the priest had possessions at Anathoth, for Solomon
banished him to that place after Adonijah had asked for Abishag
the Shunammite for wife. * Get thee to Anatholh, unto thine own
Sflelds " (ii. 26). )

Aphek. There are several places of this name. The ons referred to
in Kings is the Aphok in the plain of Jezreel, on the road from
Syria to Israel. It is identified with Fik, six miles east of the Sea
of Galilee.

Notices.

(1) Here the Philistines encamped on their invasion of Israel,
which resulted in the defeat and death of Saul on Mount
Giiboa (1 Sam. xxix. 1). :

(2) Ahab defeated Ben-hadad (the second time) near Aphek.
Benhadad and his army fled to Aphek, and 27,000 Syrians
were destroyed through the fall of the wall of the city.
Henee the city was walled, and & place of military import-
ance (xx. 26-30).

(3) On his death-bed, Elisha prophesied that Joash should smite
‘“tha Syrians in Aphek” itill he had consumed them (2

. Kings xiii. 17).
From these notices we may conclude that Aphek was a spot where
the Syrians and Israel often met in battle.

Argob, in later times called Trachonitis, was a tract of country on
the east of Jordan in Bashan. It fell to the lot of the half tribe
of Manasseh, and was taken possession of by Jair, the son of
Manasseh,

Aruboth, a town in the jurisdiction of Ben-Hesed (iv. 10} ; otherwisa
unknown.

Baalath, one of the towns fortified by Solomon (ix. 18), It is
mentioned in Joshua xix. 44, as lying in the region of Dan on the
border of the country of the Philistines. It was evidently fortified in
conjunction with Gezer and Beth-horon to command the passes irom
tha sea coast.
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Bahurim, a village either on or close to the road leading from Jerusalem
to the Jordan valley.

Notices.

(1) Here lived Shimei, tha son of Gera, who cursed David at or near
Bahurim on the King's flight fromm Jerusalem to the Jordan
(2 Sawn. xvi. 5)

(2) Jonathan and Ahimaaz took refuge in the well in the courtyard
of a house at Bahurim when in danger of capture frem the
servants of Absalom sent to overtake them, in their
mission of carrying tidings from Jorusalem to David
{2 Sam. xvii, 17-21). .

(3) Phaltiel, the husband of Michal, Saul’s daughter, bade farewall
to her at Bahurim, when compelled by Ish-bosheth to restore
her to David, her first husband (2 Bam. iii. 13-16).

Bashan, a district on the west of Jordan, conquercd by Moses, and
assigned to the half tribe ¢f Manasseh. It lay between Gilead on the
south and Mount Hermon on the norvth.

Beer-sheba, one of the oldest places in Palestine; it formed the
southern limit of the country.

Notices.

(1) Abraham dug a wall at Beer-sheba. The servants of Abimelech,
the king of the Philistines, seized the well, so Abraham met
Abimelech and Phichol at Beer-sheba and made a treaty,
Abraham setting apatt ‘“seven ewe lambs' as a token of
ratification of the treaty.

(2} The treaty would seem to have been brcken, for it was
renewed by Isaac with Abimeleeh and Phichol (Gen. xxvi.
23-83}).

(3) Joel and Abiah, the sone of Samuel, were judges ai Beer-
sheba (1 Sam. viil. 2).

Notices in Kings.
When Elijah fled from Jezebel, after the slaughter of the
priests of Baal on Mount Carmel, he *“came fo Beer-sheba, which
belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there” (xix. 3).

¢ From Dan to Beer-sheba ™ becamae the general expression for ths
whole of the promised land, equivalent to our ‘from Land’s End
to John o' Groat’s House,” as signifying the whole of Great Britain,

The name Bear--hcba may have beon derived from the * seven
ewe lambs” set apart by Abfaham, or from the seven well, for theve
are at present there two large wells and five smaller ones. Sheba is
the Hebrew word for ¢ seven.”

Bethel (Beath, house; El, God) = the house of Ged. Its ancient name
was Luz. It was situated on the extreme soubth of KEphraim, and sc
just on the border of the kingdom of Israel.

Notices.

(1) When Abrabam entered Canaan he pitched his tent between
Bethel and Ai, and built an altar (Gen, xii. 8),
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{(2) On his return from Egypt, Abraham again encamped thera
(Gen. xiii. 3). .

(8) On his journey [rom Beer-sheba to Haran, Jacob halted for
the night at Bethel. Here he had the vision of the ladder
reaching from heaven, and the angels ascending and descend-
ing. So he named the place Bethel. <« This is none other
but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven,” but
“ the name of that city was called Lz at the first” (Gen.
xxviii. 10-22).

(4) On Jacob’s return from Padan-aram he visited Bethel in
obedience to the command of God, built an altar, called
the place El-beth-el, and received the name of Israel (Gen.
xxxv. 6-10).

(5) If we take the words “houss of God” to mean Bethel
(Judges xx. 18, 26, 28, 31, xxi. 2), we may conclude that the
ark was at Bethel under the charge of Phinehas, the grand-
son of Aaron, and that the Israelites went up to Bethel to
ask counsel of God in the troublous times of the Judges.

(6) It was ome of the three cities, Bethel, Gilgal, Mizpeh, to
which Samuel want in circuit from year to year to judge
Israel (1 Sam. vii. 16). :

Notices in Kings.

(1) Jeroboam, influenced partly by the sanctity of the spof, and
partly by its cituation on the southern border of his king-
dom, selected Bethel as one of the places where he set up a
calf of gold. Here he built a * house of high places™ and
“an altar of tncense’ (xii. 29-33).

{2) On the occasion of the inauguration of the great festival {on
the fifteenth day of the eighth month) which was to take the
place of the Feast of Tabernacles, Jeroboam was, rebuked by
the “ man of God from Judah” (xiii., for the incidents see
this chapter and notes, pp. xx-xxi.),

(8) Bethel was captured by Judah towards the close of Jeroboam’s
reign (2 Chron. xiii. 19).

(4) Elijah visited Bethel with Elisha bhefore his translation to
heaven in a charlot of fire (2 Kings ii. 2-8).

(5} There was a ** school of prophets” at Bethel (2 Kings ii. 8).

(6) At Bethel the children mocked Elisha, and forty-two of them
wero slain by bears (2 Kings ii. 23, 24).

{7} After the desolation of the northern kingdom, the priest sent
by the king of Assyria “came and dwell in DBethel, and
taught them how they shouwld fear the Lord” (2 Kings xvii.
26-29).

{8) J'osia.l;z in his reformation brake down the altar at Bethel,
and burnt bones out of the sepulchres upon it. e * burned
the high place, and stamped it small to powder, and burned
the grove” (3 Kings xxiii, 15-18), and thus fulfilled the
prophesy spoken against Jeroboam by the man of God
(1 Kings xiii. 2).

Two hundred and twenty-three of the men of Bethel and
A{ returned from the captivity (Ea. ii. 28},



GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES, lix.

Beth-horon, the name of two places, an ‘‘upper” and * nether,” on
the boundary line between Benjamin and Ephraim, on the road from
Gibeon to Azekah. They commanded the steep and difficult pass by
which the road from the maritime plain of Philistia ascended into
the interior of Judah. Upper Beth-horon is at the top of the ascent,
the lower stands on a low eminence on the edge of the plain. Thus
Beth-horon the nether was a barrier against srmies from Philistia
and 1lgngypt. Hence the reason of its fortification by Solomon
(ix. 17).

Beth-horon ~is celebrated for three great victories in Jewish
histery—

(1) The great victory of Joshua over the allied kings of the
South (Josh. x.).

{2) The victory of Judas Maeccabmus over the Syrian forces
(1 Macc. iii).

(8) The defeat of the Roeman army under QCestius Gallius, the
last victory of the Jews before the fall of Jerusalem.

Beth-shan, a oity of Manasssh. After the defeat of Saul at Gilboa, the
Philistines hung the corpses of Saul and his sons from the walls of
Beth-shan (1 Sam. xxxi. 10-12).

Beth-shemesh, a town on the northern boundary of Judah, in the
jurisdiction of Ben-Dekar (iv. 9).
The ark was brought therve from the land of the Philistines. The men
of Beth-shemesh looked into the ark, and God smote fifty thousand and
seventy for this sin (1 Sam. vi. 19),

Cabul. Solomon gave Hiram, King of Tyre, twenty cities in Galilee
in return for the timber and cedar furnished for his great buildings.
Hiram was not satisfied with the cities, and called the disfrict in
which they were situated ** the land of Cabul” (ix. 10-14). Josephus
says thas * Cabul’ means displeasing. Possibly Hiram was dissatis-
fled at recelving a stretch of mountainous inland territdry. He may
have desired the bay of Ptolemais—the modern Aeco or Acre.

Carmel, a ridge about twelve miles, running 3.8.E. from the Mediter-
rancan, where it is a bluffl promontory. It forms the southern
boundary of the only bay upon the coast. It is almost equally
abrupt at its western end, whence it is confinued into the lower
hills of Samaria. It thus divides the plain of Esdraelon on the north
from the plain of Sharon on the south.

It is famous as the scene of Elijah’s challenge to the priests of
Baal (xviii). The actual spot was ‘“on its eastern summit com-
manding the last view of the Mediterranean Sea, and the first view
of the great plain of Esdraelon,” where “a rock is still showr
bearing the name of Maharrakah--‘the sacrifice.’” "Close beneath is
¢« gn upland plain, round a well of persnnial water, which from its
shady and elevated position, seems to have escaped the effect of the
drought” (STANLEY).

Elisha visited Qarmel after the ascent of Elijah (2 Kings ii. 25),
and he was at Carmel when the Shunammite hurried to him on the
death of her son (2 Kings iv. 25, etc.).



Ix. THE FIRST BOOK OF EKINGS.

Cherith, called the Brook Cherith, where Elijah hid himself during the
early part of the three years’ drought, and where he was miracu-
lously fed by ravens until the brock was dried up. Then by the
command of God he went to Zarephath.

The position of Cherith has not been ascertained, but it was
possible some torrent bed on the eastern side of Jordan,

Cinneroth, a district in the neighbourhood of the Sea of Galilas,
which is called “the sea of Chinnereth” (Josh. xiii. 27). It may
have taken the name of the sea, or may have given its own name
to it. It is mentioned along with Ijon, Dan, Abel-beth-maachah,
and the land of Naphtali, as having been taken by Ben-hadad from
Baasha (xv. 20).

Damascus, the great city of Syria, situated in a fertile plain of some
thirty miles in diamdter, lying to the east of Anti-Lebanus. It is
one of the most ancient cities in the world, Abraham’'s steward,
Eliezer, was a native of Damascua (Gen. xv. 2},

Notice in Kings.

(1) Rezon, the adversary of Solomon, reigned inm Damascus
(xi. 24) (see Rezon),

(2) Ben-hadad, after his defeat by Ahab at Aphek, granted Ahab
the concession of making streets in Damascus, 4.2, seb a
quarter apart in that city as belonging to Israel, and for the
erection of houses for such Isrmelites as might choose to
dwell there (xx. 34).

Dan, not the tribe of that name, but a town in the extreme north of
Palestine. It original name was Laish, and the story of its capture
by the Danites is told in Judges zviii.—xix. After the capture the
Danites gave the fown the name of their own tribe.

“ From Dan to Beer-shebs ' was the common expression for the
promised Land.

Jeroboam set up one of the golden calves at Dan, partly because
it was at the northern extremity of his kingdom, and partly because
at the fime of its capture a kind of religious worship had been
established by the Danites, who took with them a young Levite from the
house of Micah in Mount Ephraim with the ephod, the teraphim,
the graven image and the moliten image which Micah had made,
Thus Dan was always regarded as a place of particular sanctity.

Dan was taken by Ben-hadad from Baasha (xv. 20).

Dor, an ancient city of the Canaanites in the tribe of Manasseh, on the
gea coast south of Carmel, under the jurisdiction of Abinadab. Being
near the plain of Sharon, it was well adapted for being a station for
supplying Solomon’s household.

The King of Dor joined Jabin, king of Hazor, against Joshua
(Josh. xi. 2).

Eloth, or Elath, generally mentioned along with Eziongeber, & town of
Edom situated at the head of the gulf of Akabah (sec Eziongeber).

Enrogel {‘he fountain of the fuller), a spring or fountain which formed
one ¢ the landmarks on the boundary line hetween Judah and
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Benjamin. 1t is probably tho same as the prosent * fountain of the
Virgin,” from whence comes tho water to the peol of Siloain. Women
still resort to this fountain for the purposs of washing clothes.

Notices in Scripture.

{1) It is mentioned as being on the border of Judah (Josh. xv. T),
and in the border of Benjamin (Josh. xviii. 16).

{2) Jonathan and Ahimaaz stayed at En-rcgal, outside Jerusalem, in
order to be free to take tidings of the doings of Absalom to
the King. A wench brought them the news, but thoy were
seen by a lad, and escaped by hiding in a well at Babhurim
(2 Sam. xvii. 17-21}.

(3) Adonijah held a feast, and gathered his supporters to him in
his aftempt to secure the succession, at the stone of Zoheleth
near En-rogel (1 Kings i. 9).

Ezion-geber, a town of Edom, situated at tho head of the gulf of Akabah,
and generally mentioned along with Eloth.

It is chiefly notable as being the station for the navy of Solomon,
which sailed thence down the Red Sea to Arabia and other countries
(ix. 26-28).

Later, when Jehoshaphat built a floet at Ezion-geber, it was destroyed
{probably by a storm) (xxii. 48).

The history of Eloth and Ezion-geber may be summarised.

(1} In the wandorings of the Israelites in the wilderness, Ezion-geber
is mentioned as the last halting-plaec before they entered the
wilderness of Zin (Numb. xxxiii. 35).

(2) The two towns would becoms subjoct to Judah on the conquest

: of Edom by David {2 Sam. viii. 14).

(3) Lzion-geber was the port for Solomon’s navy on the Red Sea
(ix. 26},

{4) The nzwy of Jehoshaphat was destroyed at KEzion-geber
xxii. 48). .

{5) B(.Gzin, king of Syria, captursd Eloth from Ahaz, king of
Judah {2 Kings xvi, 6).

Qaza, or Azzah, ons of the five chief cities of the Philistines, and the
last town in the south-west of Palestine on the frontier of Figypt. It
occupied a position of great strength. Joshua was not able to subdue
it, and though the tribe of Judah once obtained possession of it, they did
not hold it for long. During the times of Samuel, Saul, and David, it
was in the hands of the Philistines, and appears to have been their
capital. Solomon gained possession of it, and it is said that his territory
extended from * Tiphsah even to dszah ™ (iv. 34).

Geba, & pricstly town of Benjamin, about eight miles north of Jerusalem,
on tha borders of Judah and Isracl. It was fortified by Asa out of the
materials left by Baasha at Ramah (see Ramah).

(Gezer, an important city in the scuth, commanding the approach from
Egypt. Though assigned to the Kohathites as a city of refuge (Josh.
xxi, 21), it remeined in possession of the Canaanites at the conquest of
the land (Josh, xvi. 10). It was captured by Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who

4
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destroyed the city, put to death the Canaanites who dwelt there, and
gave it to his daughtor as a marriage portion when she became the wife
of Solomon (ix. 16). Pharach may have taken the city before the
marriags of his daughter {as the city was inhabited by Canaanites he
eould do this without being at war with Solomon), or he may have
undertaken the expedition at the request of Solomon.

Solomon fortified the city as a protection on the south.

Gibbethon, a town assigned to Dan (Josh. xix. 44), and afterwards given

a8 & Levitical city to the Kohathites (Josh. xxi. 28).

Notices in Kings.

(1) The town had evidently been occupied by the Philistines

(xv. 27):

(2) Baasha conspired against Nadab and slew him at Gibbethon, as

he was besieging the city in an attempt to regain the place

. (xv. 27-28).

(8) Twenty-six years later, in the reign of Elah, the Israelites were

again besieging Gibbethon. It was from the camp before
Gibbethon that Omri, elected king by the soldiers, marched
against Zimri and avenged the murder of Elah (xvi. 15-20).

Gibbethon was thus as fatally connected with the dynasties of Jero-
boam and Baasha as Ramoth-Gilead was with the house of Ahab.
Gibeon, about four miles to the north of Jerusalem, a well-known eity of
the Hivites, situated in the tribe of Benjamin.
Notices.

(1) The inhabitants made a league with Joshua and the Israelites

by a clever device. They thus escaped the fate of Jericho and
Ai, but though their lives wore spared, they were condemned to
ba perpetual bondsmen, ¢ hewers of wood and drawers of
water for the congregation; and for the altar of the Lord™
(Josh. ix. 2T).

Saul appears to have behaved cruelly to the Gibeonites, for
in David’s reign the kingdom was affected with famine, pro-
nounced by the Lord ““to be for Saul and his bloody house
because he slew the Gibeonites.”” Two sons of Rizpah, the wife
of Saul, and five sons of Michal, Saul's eldest daughter, were
handed over to the Gibeonites. They were hanged on one of
the hills of the city and the famine ceased (2 Sam. xxi. 1-14).

{2) Af the pool of Gibson occurred the contest between Abner’s men

and Joab's men, notable for the death of Asahel in his pursuit
after Abner (2 Sam. ii. 12-31).

(8) Joab slew Amasa at * the great stone that is in Gibeon ™

(2 Sam. xx. 8-13).

Notices in Kings.

(1) We find that the Tabernacle of Moses and the brazen altax

wore at Gibeon.

(2) Zadok was the high priest at Gibeon, and Abiathar at

Jerusalem.

(8) Joab fled to the Tabernacle at Gibeon, and was there put to

death by Benaiah (ii. 28-34).

(4) Solomon sacrificed at Gibeon, where God appeared to him ip s

dream (iii. 5-15).
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Gihon (breaking forth), near Jerusalem, tha scene of the ancinting and
proclamation of Solomon as king (i. 33).

Notices,

(1) “ Hezekiah alsa stopped the upper watercourse of Gihon, and
brought it straight down to the west side of the city of David "
{2 Chron. xxxii. 30).

(2) Manasseh * builé a wall without the city of David, on the west
side of Gihon, in the valley” (2 Chron. xxxiii. 14).

The position of Gihon is much disputed. By some it is placed in the
Tyropoan valley. Others place it on the west side of the city, arguing
that the procession at the coronation of Solomon would take an
opposite direction to the valley of Jehoshaphat in which En-rogel lay
in order $o avoid collision with the party of Adonijah.

Gilead, & mountainous district on the east of Jordan, bounded on the
north by Bashan, and on the south by Moab and Ammon, Mahanaim,
Jabesh Gilead, and Ramoth Gilead were the chief towns.

Notices.

(1} Barzillai, the Gileadite, resided in Mahanaim., David com-
mended the sons of Barzillai to the care of Solomon in return
for the kindness and hospitality of Barzillai during the
rebellion of Absalom (ii. 7).

(2) Ben Geber was the officer appointed by Solomon over Ramoth-
(ilead and the country to the north of it (iv. 13).

(8) Geber was the officer appointed by Solomon over the south of
Gilead (iv. 19).

(4) Elijah the Tishbite dwelt in Gilead (xvii. 1).

Hamath, an important city of Upper Syria, in the valley of the Orontes,
which it commanded. This valley was the main entrance to Palestine
from the north, and was the way traversed by the armies of Assyria and
Babylon when they invaded the sountry.

Hence ‘‘the entering in of Hamath™ signifies the valley between
Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon, which may well be termed the gateway into
Palestine from the north.

Solomon’s kingdom extended from the * entering in of Hamath unio
the river of Egypt' (vili. 65), a phrase which signifies the whole of
Palestine.

Solomon built store cities at Hamath (2 Chron, viii. 4).

Hazor, an important city in the tribe of Naphtali, situated between
Ramah and Kedesh, on high ground overlooking the waters of Merom.

Notices.

(1) Joshua defeated Jabin, king of Hazor, and the northern
confederacy of kings, and burnt the city (Josh. xi. 1).

(¢) Later it was the capital of another Jabin, whose host under
Sisera was defeated by Deborah and Barak (Judges iv. ).

(3) It was fortified by Solomon as commanding the great line of
invagsion from the north {ix. 15},

{4) It was captured by Tiglath-pileser {2 Kings xv, 29).
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Hebron, a city of Judah, twenty-nine miles south of Jerusalem, and
twenby miles north of Beer-sheba. The ancient name was Kirjath-Arba,
the city of Arba, so called from Arba, the father of Anak.

Notices.

{1) Abraham pitched his tent “in the plain of Mamre, which is
in Hebron”’ (Gen. xiii. 18).

(2) Sarsh died at Iebron, and there was the cave of Machpelah,
which Abraham purchased as s burial-place from Ephron the
Hittite (Gen. xxiif.). )

(8) In the division of the land, Hebron fell to the lot of Calab
(Josh, xv. 18).

(4) It was the capital of David on the death of Saul. There he
reigned seven years and six months (2 Sam. v. 5).

(5) It was the scane of the murder of Abner by Joab (2 Sam. iii. 27).

(6) Here Absalom commenced his rebellion against his father David,
going to Hebren under pretence of fulfilling a vow he had made
whilst dwelling at Geshur (2 Sam. xv. 7-12).

Hittites, a nation descended from Cheth or Heth, the second son of
Canaan. In early times there were Hittite settlements in the south of
Palestine, and it is these settlers that are referred to in the enumeration
of the seven nations of Canaan.

Abreham bought the cave of Machpelah, near Hebron or Kirjath-
Arba, from Ephron the Hittite (Gen. xxiii. 19).

Ahimeclech the Hitiite (1 Sam. xxvi. 6), Uriah the Hittite (2 Sam.
xxiii. 89), were warriors attached to David.

Solomon supplied the Kings of the Hittites with horses from Egypt
(x. 29). They were either allies or tributaries to Solomon. Of ail the
Beven nations of Canaan, the Hitfites alone are mentioned as being in
power after the conquest. They are mentioned in connection with the
flight of the Syrians from Samaria in the reign of Jehoram (2 Kings
vil. 6), Egyptian and Assyrian inscriptions describe these Hittites as
o confederacy in the valley of the Orontes.

Horeb, the Mount of God, so called because it was the scene of many
manifestations of God’s glory.

{1) Here God appeared to Moses in the burning bush (Ex. iii. 1.

(2) Moses struck the rock in Horeb, and water flowed out
(Ex. xvii. 6). :

(8) It would appear o be that part of Mount Sinai whence God
gave the Ten Commandments (Deut. iv. 10-15), and where
Moses received the Tables of Stone.

(4} Here God vouchsafed to speak with Hlijah (see chapter xix.),

1jon, a town in the north of Palestine, in the tribe of Naphtali.
It was taken by Ben-hadad when, at the request of Asa,he advanced
against Baasha (xv. 20).
It was adko captured by Tiglath-pileser (2 Kings xv. 29).

Jericho, situate in the plain of the Jordan, exactly over the place where
the Israelitcs under Joshua passed that river.

After the oapture of the city, Joshua laid it under the following

curse i—** Cursed be the man before the Lord, that riseth up and buitdeth



GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. Ixv.

this city Jericho : he shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstborn,
and in his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it » (Josh. vi. 26).

The city was rebuilt in the time of Abab by Hicl the Bethelite, of
whom it is said that *he laid the foundation thereof in Abiram hig
Sirstborn, and set up the gates thereof in his youngest son Segub,
aceording to the word of the Lord, which he spake by Joshua the son
of Nun” (zvi. 34).

Hiel may have buil the city, following the example of Omri and
Ahab, who were great builders, and induced by the position which was
admirably adapted for commerce as commanding the fords of the
Jordan.

Jericho soon rose to importance, for here we find a school of the
prophets (2 Kings ii. 5).

Elijah and Elisha crossed the iJordan opposite Jericho by Elijah
striking the waters with his mantle ; and, after the ascension of Elijah,
Elisha returned in the same manner (2 Kings ii. 8-14).

Elisha healed the spring of waters at Jericho by casting salt in
(2 Kings ii. 19-22).

Ziedekiah was captured by the Ohaldeans in the plains of Jericho
whilst endeavouring to escape from Jerusalem (2 Kings xxv. 5).

Jericho is frequently mentioned in the Gospels.

Jezreel, a city on an eminence rising out of the plain of Jezreel,
oommanding a view of Jordan on the east, and Carmel on the west.
It also gave its name to the plain, so that the plain of Jezreel is
only another name for the plain of Hsdraelon.

Iis strong and commanding position caused it to be chosen by
Ahab as his chief residence. After his death Jezreel sank into
insignificance.

It is the scene of many notable incidents in Kings.

(1) Elijah ran from Carmel befors Ahab o the entrance of Jezreel
(xviii. 46}.

(2) At Jezreel Ahab had & palace, where he built for himself an ivory
house (xxii. 89).

(8) In Jezreel was the vineyard of Naboth (xxi. 1). -

(4) At Jezreel Jehu slew Jehoram, and here also Jezebel met her
death (2 Kings ix. 14-37).

The plain of Jezreel was the highway into Palestine from west and rnorth, and
the traditional buttle-field of the country (see Megiddo).

Jokneam, o Levitical town in the territory of Ephraim.

Joppa, modern Jaffa, & town on the south-west coast, the port of
dJerusalem, and distant thirty miles from that eity.

The cedar and pinewood required for the building of the Temple were
conveyed by rafts from Tyre to Joppa, and thence transported by land
to Jerusalem (1 Kings v. 9; 2 Chron. ii. 16).

The materials for rebuilding the Second Temple usder Zerubabbel
were conveyed in precisely the same manner, by the permission of
Cyrus (Ez. iii. 7).

Jonah sgailed from Joppa for Tavshish in his attempt to avoid
delivering the message of God to the people of Nineveh (Jonab i. 3),
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Petar raised Tabitha to life at Joppa (Acts ix. 36-43), and was staying
there at the house of Simon the tenner, when the messengers of the
centurion, Cornelius, came to request him to come to Cmsarea.
Here Peter had the vision of the sheet let down from heaven
(Aots x. 5).

Kishon, a river draining the plain of Esdraslon. The basin ‘is enclosed
by Mount Carmel and the Samaria range on the south, by Gilboa and
Tabor on the east, and by the mountains of Galilee on the north. The
river flows in a north-westerly direction, emptying itself into the
Mediterranean in the bay of Akka,

The river Kishon is the scene of two notable incidents in Israelite
Mstory.

(1) The defeat of Sisera and the destruction of his army. * The
river Kishon swept them away, that ancient river, the river
Kishon ” (Judges v. 21).

(3) The slaughter of the prophets of Baal by Elijah after the
memorable appeal to the people om Carmel. ¢« HBlijah
brought them down to the brook Kishon and slew them there
(xviii. 40).

Mahanaim, a town on the east of Jordan in the mountains of
Gilead.

Notices,

(1) When Jacob parted from Laban at Mount Gilead he “went on
his way, and the angels of God met him. And when Jacod
saw them he said, This is God's host : and he called the
name of that place Mohanaim' (Qen. xxxii. 1, 2).

(2) The position was strong and well fortified, so Mabanaim was
chosen by Abner as the capital or headquarters of Ishbosheth
(2 Sem. ii. 8, 12).

(8) David, for the same reason, took refuge there when compelled
by Absalom to flee from-Jerusalem. Here he was received and
entertained by Barzillai and others (2 Sam. xvii. 24-29),

Notice in Kings,
The dying King bids Solomon show kindness to the sons of Baraillai
inreturn for the hospitality shown to David as mer.tioned above (ii. 7).

Makaz, s town, mentioned once only (iv. 9), in the jurisdiction of
Ben.Dekar, The site is unknown.

Megiddo, & famous town in the plain of Hsdraclon, under the
jurisdiotion of Baana.
Notices.

(1) It was near the scone of the defeat of Sisera (Judges v. 19).

(2) The scene of the death of Ahaziah in the revolt of Jehu
against Jehoram. ¢ He fled to Megiddo amd died there”
(2 Kings ix. 27).

(8) Josiah fought against Pharaoh-nacho, king of Egypt, at
Megiddo, where he met his death (2 Kings xxiii. 29),



GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. Ixvii.

Midian. Itis recorded that Hadad and certain Edomites fled from Edom.
to Midian and thence to Egypt. This *“ Midian ’ cannot possibly be the
Midian of the time of Moses (Ex. ii. 15—ifi. 1), which must have been
not far from Sinai. The Midianites were & nomadic tribe of Arabs, but
they possessed cities (Numb. xxxi. 10}, which appear to have been near
Moab (Numb. xxii. 4) and so close to Hdom. It is evident that the
allusion is %o these scabtered settlements of the Midianites in the
country south of Judaa.

Mizpah, a town in Benjamin, on the frontier of Ephraim, near Ramah
and Gibeon. In the time of Samuel Mizpah was the place chosen for
the meeting of the people on special occasions.

{1} Samuel assembled the people at the time of the Philistine
invasion to confess their sins and pray for the assistance of
Jehovah, The Lord delivered them by means of a great
thunderstorm, and the Israelites gained a great victory
(1 Sam. vii. 5-13). :

(2) Saul was elected King at Mizpah (1 Sam. x, 17).

(8) It was one of the three cities, Mizpah, Bethel, and Gilgal, which
Samuel visited in turn to judge the people (1 Sam. vii. 16).

It was fortified by Asa with the stones and timber prepared by
Baasha to build Ramah, and which he abandoned when compelled to
retire in order to meebt Ben-hadad, king of Syria (xv. 22). At the same
time Asa seems to have made a cistern in order to supply the fortress
with water in the case of a siege. * Ths pil which Asa the king had
made for fear of Baasha king of Israel™ (Jer. xli. 9).

After the destruction of Jerusalem Mizpah became the residence of
Gedaliah, whomt Nebuchadnezzar had appointed governor of the land.
It was the scena of his murder. His body, with those of others
murdered by Ishmael, was cast into the pit made by Asa, described
above (Jer. xl. 6; xli. 10).

Mount Ephraim. The title is misleading. It should be * the hill
country of Ephraim.” Whab is meant is the hilly part of the territory
of Ephraim, ons of the most fertile and beautiful regions of Palestina.
Shechem and Samaria were situated in this region.

Ophir, a sea port or region from which Sclomon obtained gold.

What is known positively about it is—

{1) That the flest of Sclomon and Hiram gailed froin Ezionegeber,
on the Gulf of Akabah, down the Red Sea (ix. 26-28).

2) That the voyage out and home lasted three years (x. 22).

3} That the traffic consisted of gold, almug trses, and precious
stones (x. 11). The amount of gold was 420 talents yearly
(ix. 28).

(4) That the gold was proverbial for its fineness.

There are many conjectures as to tha site of Ophir; Arabim, India and
Africa are the most probable conjectures, as all these countries could be
reaobed by vessels sailing down the Red Sea.

Arabia. Chief arguments are:—

(1) Ophir is first mentioned in connection with the descendants of
Joktan, who seltled in Arabia (Gen. x. 29).
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{2) The mention of the trade with Ophir in the midst of the story
of the Queen of Sheba harmonizes with the view that Sheba
was in Arabia, that Ophir was on the Arabian coast, and that
it was Solomon’s trade with Ophir which had caused the Queen
of Sheba to hear of his fame.

(3) That Arabia is nearer than India.

Qbjection. That if by almug trees is meant sandal! wood, Ophir could
not be in Arabia, as sandal wood is only produced on the Malabar coast.
The supporters of the Arabia theory suggest that thig weod may have been
brought to some Arabian market for sale.

India. Chisf arguments are:—

(1) Tradition supports this view. The Septuagint renders the name
a8 Soufir or Sofir, which is the coptic for ¢ India.” The
Arabic versions render it ““India.” Josephus states that Ophir
was in his time called ¢ The Golden Chersonesus,” which is the
Malay peninsula.

(2) Sandal wood is an exclusive product of India.

Africa. The articles of trade mentioned in x. 11 are not African pro-
ducts, and so Africa has been almost universally abandoned.

Suggested places are :—

Zaphar or Saphar, Doffir and Zafari in Arabia.

Sofala in Africa.,

Abbira, at the mouth of the Indus, and Soupara not far from Goa

in India.

Paran, the wilderness south of Judah, the scene of the wanderings of the
Children of Israel.

Hadad, while a little child, was taken by his father’s servants to
Paran and thence to Igypt (xi. 17-18).

Elijah fled from Jezebel to Lecr-shcha where he left his sorvant, and
went a day’s journey into the wilderness (of Paran). Here he received
miraculous sustenance, and went “in the strength of lhat meat forty
days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God " (xix. 4-8).

Penuel, or Poniel, a place in the eountry of Gilead, on the east of Jordan.

Notices.

(1) Here Jacob, on his roturn from Padan-aram, wrestled with the
Angel, and his name was changed from Jacob fo Isrmel
{Gen. xxxii. 24-81).

{2) In his pursuit of the Midianites Gideon crossed the Jordan and
came first to Succoth and then to Penuol. On his return from
the pursuit he ¢ beat down the tower of Penuel, and slew the men
of the city " because they had refused to give him and his men
food (Judges viii. 4-17).

(8) Jeroboam built Shechom on $he west of Jordan, and Penuel on
the east (xii. 25), <.0. he strengthened and fortified these places.
Jeroboam ruled over country on both sides the Jordan, and thus
found it necessary to have a fortified post on each side of the
river. From the story of Gideon wo gather that Penuel wag
near the fords of the Jordan. Hence the importance of the
ptace. Its fortifications would protect the country against
invasion from the Eaat.
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Ramah, There are two Ramabs.

{1) Ramah, situated between Gibeon and Beeroth, about five miles
north of Jerusalem.

(2) Ramah in Mount Ephraim, the birthplace of Samuel,

Ramah, near Gibeon, is the town referred to in 1 Kings.

It was situated in Benjamin on the dirsct road from Shechem to
Jarusalem, and close to the frontier. It wags seized by Baasha and
fortified against Asa, King of Judah. Baasha had a double object, first to
guard his own frontier against invasion, and secondly, to have a fortified
post to cover any attack he might make upon Judan. Asa sought the aid
of Ben-hadad, King of Syria, whose invasion on the north compelled Baasha
to return from Ramah. Asa fortified Geba and Mizpah with the stones
and tiinber abandoned by Baasha {xv. 17-22).

Nebuzar-adan bhalted at Ramah when taking the captives from
Jerusalem to Babylon. Here he released Jeremiah, who elected to stay
with Gedaliah in preference to going into honourable captivity in Babylon
(Jor. xl. 1-6).

Ramoth-Gilead, the chief town east of Jordan, in the tribe of Gad,
and a city of refuge, It is famous in the wars between Syria and
Israel. .

(1) It had been taken by the Syrians, and had not been restored

according bo the promise of Ben-hadad (xxii. 3).

(2) Abab me5 his dea*h in an expedition to retake it, in alliance
with Jehoshaphat, king of Judah (xxii. 29-38).

(8) It was retaken by Joram, and held by him agairst all the
attacks of Hazael (2 Kings ix. 14).

(4) At Ramoth-Gilead Joram was wounded by the Syrians,
and returned to Jezreel to be healed of his wounds
(2 Kings ix. 15).

() At Ramoth-Gilead Jebu was anointed King by a prophet,
and lead the army thence to Jezreel, where ho slew Joram
and gained the throne,

Ramoth-Gilead was thus a fatal spot in the history of the house of

Ahab. -

River of Egypt, not the Nile, but the KEl-Arish, a desert stream on
the border of Egypt, flowing into the Mediterranean, and forming
the boundary between Palestine and Hgypt—hence the name.

Solomon’s kingdom extended from ‘‘the eniering in of Hamath

unto the river of Egypt” (1 Kings viil. 65).

Samaria, the later capital of the kingdom of Israel (for site,sce notes, p. 77).

The site was bought by Onri for two talents of silver from Shemer,
whence the name of the city, Samaria,
Ahab built a temple to Baal there (xvi. 32 33), whence & part cf the

city was called “2he city of the lwuse of Baal” (2 Kings x. 25).

It was twice besieged by the Syrians—

(1) In the reign of Ahab, by Ben-hadad (xx. 1). The siege was
ineffectual, and Ahab, by twice defeating Ben-hadad, broke the
power of Syria.



Ixx. THE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS.

(2) In the reign of Joram when the siege lasted so long that the
distress in Samaria from famine was very great. A panic
amongst the Syrians eaused the dispersion of the besieging
army (2 Kings vi. 24—vii, 20).

Samaria was captured by Shalmansser, King of Assyria, after a siege
of three years (2 Kings xviii. 9-10), The fall of the capital was the end
of the Kingdom of Israel.

The eircumstances connected with these sieges denote the strength
and the importance of the city.

Shaalbim, a town in the tribe of Dan, in the jurisdiction of Ben-Dekar
{iv. 9).

Sheba. In Genesis wo find two Shebas, one among the sons of Cush
(Gen. x. 7), and another among the sons of Joktan (x. 28). The
descendants of Cush peopled Africa, whilst the descendants of Joktan
populated Arabia. Hence there is a doubt whether the Queen of Sheba
came from Ethiopia or Arabia, She is termed by our Lord. * Queen of
the south  (St. Matt. xii. 42), a title which would apply equally well o
either country. The perplexity is increased when we note that both
countries have traditions connecting Solomon with their history in
respect to a queen, and that government by queens was common ip
both countries.

But the claims of Sheba in Arabia greatly preponderate over those of
Sheba in Ethiopia.
(1) The queen brought spices. Arabia was the great spice country
of the ancient world. Ethiopia does not furnish spices.
(2) The Arabian Sheba is an important kingdom. Sheba in
Ethiopia is an insignificant town, subject to Merve.
(8) If Ophir be in Arabia the Queen of Sheba may well have heard
of the fame of Solomon through his trade with Ophir.
Thue we place Sheba in Arabia. It embraced the greater part of
Yemen, or Arabia Felix.

Shechem, modern Nablous, is in the tribe of Ephraim lying in the
“valley between Ebal and Grerizim.
It was a place of importance and sanctity,

Notices.

(1} It was the first resting-place of Abraham when he migrated
from Haran, *and Abram passed through the land unto the
place of Sichem, unto the plain {or oak) of Moreh™ (Gen.
xii. 6).

(2) Jacob, on his return from Padan-aram, bought ‘“a parcel
of a field ” for an hundred pieces of money, from the children
of Hamor, the father of Shechem (Gen, xxxiii. 19, Josh. xxiv. 82,
St. John iv. ).

(8) The outrage on Dinah, Jacob’s daughter, and the massacre of
the Shechemites by Simeon and ILevi are recounted in
(ten. xxxiv. 6-81.

(4) In the distribution of the land Shechem fell to the lot of
Epbraim. It was assigned to the Levites, and became a city
of refuge (Josh. xxi. 20-21).
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(8) Joshua assembled the people at Shechem In order to deliver his
coungels to them (Josh. xxiv. 1-25).

(6) The history of Abimelech and his dealings with Shechem are
recorded in Judges ix.

The sanctity of Shechem and the veneration in which it was held are
indicated thus :—

(%) The oak or terebinth at Shechem was the first resting-place of
Abraham (Gen. xii. 6). :

(2) The oak was still in existence at Shechem on Jacob's return
from Padan-aram (Gen. xxxv. 4).

(8} It was the scene of the renewed promulgation of the Law—the
bleasings were pronounced from Gerizim, and the curses from
Ebal {Josh, viil. 80-85).

(4) The Shechemites made Abimelech king by ¢ the plain of the
pillar (i.e. the oak of the monwument) that was in Shechem ™
(Judges ix. 6).

Shechem was thus important in many ways. It was in the cenfre of
Ephraim, and the capital of that great tribe. It was & place of peculiar
ganotity and veneration from its ancient history, eand the many sacred
events with which it was connacted. Hence it was at Shechem that all .
Israel were assembled to make Rehoboam king (xii. 1).

The gelection of Shechem as the place of meeting was significant.
It could only have one meaning : the tribes had assembled tc make
B;epo‘boa.m king, but only on condition of full concessions to their tribal
claims.

For particulars of revolt, see pp. xvil.-xix.

Shiloh, & town of Ephraim, situated in & central position in Palestine,
and in consequence chosen by Joshua as the resting-place of the ark
and the tabernacle.

The chief points of interest in its history are—

(1) During the conquest of the land the ark and the tabernacle
wera Bat Gilgal. They were then placed at Shiloh (Josh.
xviii. 1).

(2) At Shiloh the land was distributed among the tribes (Josh.
xviili—xx.).

{3) The Benjamites were saved from destruction as a tribe by being
permitted to earry off the ¢ daughters of Shiloh’ as wives at &
religions feast held there {(Judges xxi. 19—24).

{4} In the days of Eli the ark was carried from Shiloh into battla
against the Philistines, by whom it was captured. Though the
ark wasg sent back by the Philistines it was never taken back to
Shiloh,

(5) The Tabernacle was subsequently removed from Shiloh, being
found at Nob in the reign of Saul (1 Sam. xxii. 19), and ab
Gibeon in the reign of Solomon (1 Chron. xvi. 89).

Prom that time Shiloh sank into insignificance. Jeroboam chose
Bethel in preferance to Shilob when he decided to set up the golden
calves.

Notice in Kings.
Ahijah the prophet appears to have xesided at Shiloh, for the
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(8) That the fleets circumnavigated Africa from Tyre to Ezion-
© geber trading with Tartessus and touching at Africa and
India. .

This explanation saccounts for the emphatic mention of the
“thres years' " voyage, which could not be necessary for only
going to Tartessus and its neighbourhood.

Conclusion. The majority of eritics incline to the opinion that
the trade was with Africa and India direct from the Red Sea.

The land of Hep'her, an old Amorite city on the south-west of
Judah, giving its name to the district under tha jurisdiction of Ben-
Hesed (iv. 10}, :

The stone of Zoheleth, a stone in close proximity to the fountain
of HEnrogel.

Notice in Kings.
It was at tha stone of Zoheleth that Adonijah made a feast, and

gathered his supporters togeiha. preliminary 6o claiming the
succession (i. 9).

Tiphsah, or Thapsacus, in Northern Syria on the Euphrates, The
word means ford or passage, and there is a ford by which it is usual
to cross the river. Ifhas been identified as Suriyeh, forty-five miles
below Balis. Here the armies marching east or west crossed the
Euphrates, a8 Oyrus did in the expedition of the Ten Thousand.

Solomon’s dominions extended as far as Tiphsah, “ e had dominion
over all the region on this side the river, from Tiphsah even fo dzzah”
iv. 24). .
( Solon)non’s scheme of commerce probably included a line of trade
with Central Asia directly across the continent. The possession of
Tiphsah would command the passage of the Euphrates and Tadmor
would serve as & resting-place on the journey.

Tirzah, an ancient city, whose king is erumerated amongst those over-
thrown by Joshua (Josh. xii. 24).

Jeroboam made it a royal residence, and was evidently residing there
when his wife visited the prophet Ahijah (xiv. 1-18). It was probably
near Shechem, and seems to have been a palatial residence rather than
the actual capital of the country., Zimri conspired against Elah and
murdered him at Tirzah (xvi. 8).

8cven days later Omri, who had marched from Gibbethon with the
troops encamped before that town, besieged Zimri at Tirzah., When
resistance was hopeless Zimri set fire to the palace or castle and
perished in the flames, .

Tirzah remained a royal residence till Omri built Samaria.,

Towards the close of the Northern Kingdom it was the seat of the
conspiracy of Menahem who murdered Shallum and succeeded him
(2 Kings xv. 14). :

Tyre, the great maritime city of the Phcenicians {see xl.).

Zareda, the native place of Jeroboam, who was “an Ephrathite (R.V
Ephraimite) of Zereda” (xi. 26). Therefore it must have been near ¢
in the hill country of Ephraim.
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Zarephath (or Sarepta N.T.), the residence of Elijah during the latter
period of the drought. Here the prophet performed two miracles,
{1} The miraculous increase of the widow’s meal and oil.
(2) The raising of the widow’s son.

For particulars see Chap. xvii.

It was near to ordependent upon Zidon. ¢ Zarephath, which belongelh
to Zidon » (xvii. 9). Josephus says that it lay between Tyre and Sidon.
So Elijah took refuge in the country devoted to the worship of Baal.
Here he was unlikely to be sought for.

Zartanah, Zarethan, or Zarthan, a town near Jezreel (iv, 12),

Zobah, the name of a portion of Syria which formed a separate
kingdom in the times of Saul, David, and Solomon.
Notices.

(1) Saul fought against ‘* the kings of Zobah " (1 Sam. xiv. 47).

(2} David defeated Hadadezer, King of Zobah, taking from him a
thousand chariots and other spoil (2 Sam. viii. 8). He also
carried off the shields of gold and brought them to Jerusalem
{2 Sam. viil. 7).

(8) The Syrians of Zobah assisted the Ammonites in the great
war of David's reign. Joab defeated the Syrians whilst
Abishai encountered the Ammonites (2 Sam. x. 6-14).

(4) The Syrians of Zobah made a last effort and were completely
defeated at Helam (2 Sam. x. 16-19).

{8) Rezon of Zobah was an adversary .of Sclomon (xi. 23-25)
(see lxxxix.).

(6) Solomon appears also to have been at war with Zobah itself.
¢ Solomon went to Hamath-gobah, and prevailed against it »
(2 Chron. viii. 8},

BIOGRAPHICAI: NOTES.

Abiathar, high priest and son of Ahimelech., Ha was fourth in descent
from Eli, who was of the line of Ithamar, the younger son of Aaron.
Notices in the books of Samuel.

{1) Abiathar escaped from the massacre of his father’s house at
Nob, when all the priests were slain by Dosg the Edomite at
the command of Saul in revenge for assistance given to David in
his flight (1 Sam. xxii.).

(2) Abiathar thus became high priest and joined David, whom he
accompanied in his wanderings. David several times inguired of
the Liord through Abiathar, viz,,

(@) When in doubt as to the good faith of the men of Keilah
(1 Sam. xxiii. 9).

(b) For advice whether to pursue the Amalekites who had
sacked Ziklag during David’s absence (1 Sam. xxx. 7).

(¢) Inguiry of the Lord determined David to make Hebron hls
capital after the death of Saul (2 Sam. ii. 1).

{d) On the occasion of hisattack on the Philistines at Rephaim
(2 Sam. v. 19),
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(3) Abiathar was with David whilst he reigned at Hebron
{2 Sam. ii. 1-8).

{4) o carried the ark before David when the King brought it up to
Jerusalem (1 Kings ii. 26, 1 Chron. xv. 2).

(5) He continued faithful to David during the rabellion of Absalom
(2 Sam. xv. 24). Zadok and Abiathar would have carried the ark
with the King in his flight, but by the command of the King took
it back again (2 Sam. xv. 29). David bade them communicate
with him by means of Jonathan, the son of Abiathar, and
Ahimaaz the son of Zadok (2 Sam. xv. 27, 36).

{6) Abiithar and Zadok communicated to David the counsel of
Ahithophel to Absalom (2 Sam. xvii. 15-22}. ‘

(7) After tha death of Absalom Abiathar and Zadok wsre urged by
David to suggest to the people that they should recall their King
to Jarusalem (2 Sam. xix. 11),

Notices in Kings.

(1) Abiathar took an active part in prornoting the conspiracy of
Adenijah, and was present, probably in his priestly charactor, at
the foast at tho stone of Zoheleth (I. 7).

(2} On the renewal of Adonijah’s plot Abiathar was banished to his
native ciby of Anathoth. ¢ Gei thee fo Anathoth, unio thine own
Jectds’ (it 26). Solomon spared his life because he had been
David's faithful companion in his wanderings (ii. 26).

Why did Ahiathar join in the conspiracy of Adonijah ? .

Most probably through jealousy of Zadok, who seems to have
advanced in favour with David. Therefore Abiathar dosired to
sacure the support of David’s successor. It is remarkable how
two events—

{1) The massacre of the family of Ahimelech at Nob,
(2) The political error of Abiathar in joining tho conspiracy of
Adonijah, :
led to the fulfilment of the prophecy concerning the housoe of
Eli (1 Sam. ii. 80-36).

The double high priesthood.

During David’s wanderings Abiathar was with kim. But the office
of high priest would be taken by one of tho priests left in the
kingdom of Saul. Thus we can account for the custom of the
double high priesthood. Abiathar was with David at Hebron,
where Zadok also joined the King (1 Chron. xii. 28}, where he is
described as 4 young man mighty of valour.”

From this time we read of ‘ Zadok and Abiathar the priests.”

It is conjectured that Abiathar officiated at Jerusalem where
the ark was, and that Zadok presided at Gibeon where the
Tabernacle was, in the times of David and Solomon. Zadok
is always named first, yet we find that Solomon onr his
accession put Zadok in the room of Abiathar. Hence we may
conelude that the official position of Abiathar was superior to
that of Zadok. The precedence of the name of Zadok may be due
to the fact that the records of the reigns were written after he
bad been promoted to the high priesthood.
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Abijah, the son of Jeroboum. He died in his childhood, Y uring hia
sickness Jeroboam sent his wife to the prophet Ahijah at Shiloh to
enquire “what should become of the child.” Though the mother
disguised herself, thinking that she might deceive the blind and aged
prophet, Ahijah recognized her and foretold the destruction of the house
of Jeroboam. The prophet, however, declared that Abijah should be the
only one of the descendants of Jeroboam who should “come to the
grave’’ (i.e. receive honourable burial), because in him there was « found
some good thing toward the Lord God of Israel in the house of
Jeroboam.” As the mother entered the house oz her return Abijah
died, according to the word of Ahijah. He was ¢ buried, and all Israel
mourned for hin,” TFrom this we may conclude that Abijah was a
prince of some promise and probably heir to the throne.

Abishag, a fair virgin of Shunem, chosen to be the wife and nurse of
David in his old age (i. 1-4); always referred to as Abishag the
Shunammite.

This incident is mentioned to account for the death of Adonijah,

After David's death Adonijah induced Bath-sheba, the queen-mother,
to ask Sclomon to give him Abishag in marriage. This request was
tantamount to aiming at the throne, for in the Hast the inmates of a
royal harem either remain widows or beecome the wives of the deceased
monarch’s suecessor.

To grant the request of Adonijah would have been to afford publio
proof that his pretentions to the throne were well founded.

Snlomon therefore concluded that a fresh plot was being hatched, and
that Joab and Abiathar were privy to it. Hoe acted promptly—pub
Adonijah and Joab to death, and tanished Abiathar.

Abner, son of Ner, the brother of Kish, the father of Saul. Thus Abner
was Saul's first cousin. From Chronicles it would appear that Abner
was Saul's uncle {see p. 106).

Notices in Sammnel:

(1) He was made commander-in-chief of the army by Saul (1 SBam,
xiv. 50,

(2) He introduced David to Saul after the death of Goliath (1 Sam.
xvii. 57).

(8) He was with Saul at Hachilah in the pursuit of David, when

* David and Abishai entered the camp by night and spared the life
of Saul (1 Sam. xxvi. 3-14).

(4) After the death of Saul Abnerespoused the cause of Ishbosheth,
Saul's son, whom he crowned king at Mahanaim (2 Sam. ii. 8-9).

(5) Heo was defeated by Joab at Gibeon. Inhisflight from the battle
he killed Asahel, the brother of Joab, who pursued him (2 Sam.
ii. 12-32).

{6) When )&bner married Rizpah, the concubine of Saul, he gave great
offence to Ishbosheth. The result of the quarrel was that Abner
wentover to David. He wag favourably received at Hebron, and
departed for the purpose of winning over the people of Israel to
the side of David. He was enticed back by Joab and treacherously
murdered by him and his brother Abishai, ostensibly in revenge
for the murder of Asahel, but partly, no doubt, threugh jealousy

5
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lest he should obtain a high place in David's favour. David
grieved for the death of Abner and ordered a public funeral,
himself following the corpss as a mark of respect. Joab and
Abishai were, however, too powerful for David to be able to punish
them for tha muvder (2 Sam. iii. 7-39).

Notice in Kings:

David in his lasé charge to Solomon enjoined him to put Joab
to death for his crimes in murdering Abner and Amasa (1 Kings
ii, 5-6). (Seo also Joab, p. Ixxxiv.}.
Absalom. The third son of David by Maachah, daughter of Talmai,
King of Geshur. .

Ha revolted against his father. The rebellion was at first successful
and David fled from Jerusalem over tha Jordan to Mahanaim in Gilead.
The forees of Absalom were however totally defeated in a daecisive battle
in the wood of Ephraim, in Mount Gilead. Absalom in his flight was
oaught by his long hair in the branches of an oak, and whilst entangled
in the tree was despatched by Joab.

This rebellion is referred to in 1 Kings when the defection of Joab
in supporting the cause of Adonijah is contrasted with his loyalty to
David during Absalon’s rebellion. ‘ For Joab had turned afler
Adonijah, though he turned not after Absalom” (ii. 28).

Achish, King of Gath, to whom the servants of Shimei fled for refuge
(ii. 39).

Adonijah, the fourth son of David. His mother's name was Haggith,
and he was born at Hebron during the early years of David’s reign
(2 Sam. iii. 4).

On the death of his three sider brothers, Ammon, Chileab and Absalom,
Adonijah became the eldest surviving som.

But David had promised Bathsheba that her son Solomon should
succeed to the throne, thus passing over Adonijah, and his other sons.

So in David’s declining years Adonijah assumed regal state and
entered into a conspiracy with Joab and Abiathar to secure the
succession, The conspirators met at a sacrificial feast at the stone of
Zoheleth, near En-rogel, as part of the ceremony of proclaiming Adonijah
king. Nathan and Bath-sheba, however, acted promptly in informing
King David of the designs of Adonijah. By the king's orders Solomon
was anointed king at Gihon, and thus the conspiracy was crushed.
Solomon pardoned Adonijah on condition that ‘ ke should show himself -
a worthy man,” with the threat that « if wickedness were found in him
he should die.”

After the death of David Adonijah induced Bath-sheba, the queen-
mother, to ask Solomon’s consent to his marriage with Abishag, who had
been the wife of David in his old age.

Solomon regarded this request as a fresh plot against him and ordered
Adonijah to be put to death by Benaiah,

(For the significance of Adonijah’s request, see Abishag, p, lxxvil)

Adoniram, or Adoram, was over the tribute, or the chief officer over
the levy of Israclites in the service of Solomon. On the revolt of the
Ten Tribes, Rehoboam sent Adoram to Shechem to appense the irritated
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people. The indignant tribes, incensed at the choice of ambassador,
rose up in fury snd stoned Adoram, Rehoboam then fled to
Jerusalem.

Ahijah, the prophet, Hoe resided in Shiloh (xiv. 2), and is hence called
the Shilonite. He uttered two remarkable prophecies :—-

(1) He met Jeroboam as he went out of Jerusalem, The prophet
wag clad in & new garment, and, when alone with Jeroboam, he
rent the garment in twelve pieces, and gave ten pieces to
Jeroboam, as o sign that God would rend the kingdom from
Solomon and give ten tribes to Jeroboam. But this schism
was not 66 take place in Solomon's reign, but in the reign of his
son (xi. 29-39).

(8) When Abijah, the son of Jeroboam, was sick, the wife of
Jeroboam visited Ahijah at Shiloh. The prophet was aged
and nearly blind, but, warned by God, he recognized the mother,
though she had disguised herself. He predicted tbe utter
destruction of the house of Jeroboam, and stated that Abijah
would die as scon as the mother crossed the threshold of the
house on her return homs. (xiv. 1-18).

Ahimaaz, one of Solcmon’s officers, who had rule in Naphtali. He
married Basmabh, the daughter of Solomon. Most probably he is the
son of Zadok the priest, and if so is distinguished ashaving remained in
Jerusalem along with Jonathan, the son of Abiathar, when David fled
from that city in the rebellion of Absalom, for the purpose of carrying
information to David (see Joriathan). Healso carried to David the news
of Joab's victory over Absalom (2 Sam. xviii. 19-30).

Amasa, the son of Abigail, David's sister. His father's name was Jether,
or l1thra (see p. 106).
Notices in Samuel :

(1) He supported Absalom in his rebellion, and was appointed
commander-in-chief of the rebel army (2 Sam. xvii. 25).

(2) He was defeated by Joabin the wood of Ephraim (2 S8am, xviii.).

(8) When David was displeased with Joab for killing Absalom, he
forgave Amaga and appointed him as commander-in-chief in the
place of Joab, and thus secured Amasa's influence to regain the
favour of the people (2 Sam. xix. 13-14},

(4) At the rebellion of Sheba Amasa was bidden to collect forces
and pursue the rebel. He was so dilatory in this that David
commeanded Abishai to take up the task. Abishai and Joab came
up with Amasa ab the stone of Gibeon, where Joab, approaching
him with the pretence of friendly salutabion, treacherously stabbed
him (2 Sam. xx. 4-12).

Notice in Kings:

David in his last charge to Solomon enjoined him to put Joab to
death for his crimes in murdering Abner and Amasa (1 Kings ii.
5.6). (See also Joab, p. Ixxxiv.).

Amon, the governor of Samaria, in the reign of Ahab. When Micaiah
had prophesied the fall of Ahsb in battle, the king consigned the prophet
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to the charge of Amon and Joash, the king’s son, to put him in prison
and feed him on prison fare until he himself returned (zxii. 26-7).

Arza, the steward of Elah's house. Elah was drinking himself drunk in
the house of Arza, at Tirzah, when he was assassinated by Zimri.
Possibly Arza was mixed up in the plot.

Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, married to Jehoram, the son
of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah. On the evil consequences of this alliance
see Jezebel, p. Ixxxiv.),

Azariah [I., the son of Zadok the priest, one of the scribes cr secretaries
of state in the reign of Solomon (iv. 3).

Azariah I1., the son of Oded, a prophet in the reign of Asa, who
encouraged that King to put down idolatry in Judah (2 Chron. xv. 1-8).

Barzillai, a wealthy Gileadite, who dwelt at Mahanaim,
Notices in Samuel:

(1) On David’s flight from Jerusalem, during Absalom’s rebellion,
Barzillai and others received him hospitably at Mahanaim
(2 Sam. xvii. 27-29).

{2) When David wes returning to Jerusalem he besought Barzillai to
accompany him. Barzillai excused himself on the ground of age,
but sent his son, Chimham, in his place (2 Sam. xix. 31-40).

Notice in Kings:

In his Jast charge to Solomon David enjoined him to show kindness to
the sons of Barzillai (1 Kings ii. 7).

The name of his son Chimham remains in Jer. xli. 17. The Jews,
after the murder of Gedaliah, made preparations to escape to
Egyrpt, and halted at Bethlehem,  and they departed, and dwelt
in the habitation of Chimham, which is by Bethlehem, to go to
enter into Egypt” (Jer. xli. 17). From this it would seem that
the descendants of Barzillai had been kindly treated and land
had been assigned them in or near Bethlehem, David’s own city.

On the return from the captivity the descendants of his daugh'er
were unable to prove their genealogy (Ezra ii. 61).

Bath-sheba, the daughter of Eliam, the son of Ahithophel (2 Sam. xi. 3,
and xxiii., 34}, and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.

(The story of David’s sin with Bath-sheba and the death of Uriah i8
found in 2 Sam. xi, xii.). The child born to her died. Subsequently
Solomon was born, and the name Jedidiah was given him by God
through the mouth of Nathan (2 Sam. xii. 25).

Soloman was early destined to suceeed his father, and it would appear
that David had givon Bath-sheba a solemn promise that Solomon should
reign after him (i. 17).

Notices in Kings,

(1) When Adonijah aimed at the succession Bath-sheba, instigated
by Nathan, went in unto King David to inform him of the plot
and to remind him of his promise (i, 11-21).
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{2) On the acceasion of Sclomon Adonijah requested her, as queen-
mother, to ask for him Abishag the Shunammits in marriage
(ii. 13-22) (see Adonijah).

She was the mother of four sons, Solomon, Shimea, Shobab and
Nathan.

Benaiah, was the son of Jehoiada, a chief priest (1 Chron. xxvii. 5) and
so of the tribe of Lievi though a native of Kabseel (2 Sam. xxiii. £0).

He was appointed by David over the bodyguard of Cherethites and
Pelethites (2 Sam. viii. 18).

In the enumeration of David's mighty men he occupied a middle
rank botween the first three and the thirty. ¢ He was more honourable
than the thirty, but he attained not to the first three' (2 Sam. xxiii.
23).

Three of his exploits are mentioned—

(1) He slew two lion-like men of Moab (2 Sam. xxiii. 20).

(2) He slew a lion in the midst of a pit in the time of snow (2
Sam. xxiii, 20).

{3) He slew an Egyptian with his own spear {2 Sam. xxiii, 21).

Noticea in Kings,

{1) He waag faithful to Solomon during Adonijah’s attempt upon
the crown (i. 8), and was commanded by David to make the
necessary military arrangements for the ancinting of Solomon
ab Gihon (i. 32-39).

(2) At the orders of Sclomon he put Adonijah and Joab tc death
when Adonijah asked for Abishag to wife (ii. 26, 20-34).

(8) He was appointed by Solomon as commander-in-chief over the
army in place of Joab (ii. 35).

Chalcol, one of the four sons of Mahol (see Ethan),

Chimham (see Barzillai).

Parda, one of the four suns of Malol (see Ethan),

Elijah. (See page xxxiv).

Ethan the Ezrahite, one of the four sons of Mahol, It is recorded that
Sclomon ' was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite and
Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Maho.l”

An Ethan is among the names of the singers appointed by David
(1 Chrom, xv. 19). His name is also in the title of Ps. Ixxxix.

Ethbaal, king of Sidon, and father of Jezebel. The name signifies, “with
him is Baal.” Josephus identifies him with HEithobalus, priest of
Astarte, and king of Tyre. He usurped the kingdom, having conspired
against Pheles, whom he slew. He reigned thirty-two years, and his
dynasty lasted till the death of Pygmalion, sixty-two years later.
Josephus also gives Pygmalion and Dido as contemporaries of Jezebel.
(For Table see p. 125.)

Genubath, son of Hadath, by an Egyptian princess, sister of Tahpenes,
the Egyptian queen (see Hadad).

Hadad, an Hdomite, one of the royal family of Edom, and an adversary
of Solomon. After the great victory over the Edomites in the Valley of
Salf, where 18,000 Edomites perished (1 Chron. xviii. 12), David left
Joab to complete the subjugation of the country, with orders to bury the
slain and to exterminate all the grown male inhabitants (xi. 16). This



Ixxxii. THE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS.

task occupied six months, At that time Hadad was a child, and was
carried off by some Edomites, servants of his father the king, who had
probably perished in the war. The route of flight was Midian, the
wilderness of Paran, and then to Egypt. Hadad was hospitably
received by Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who gave him the sister of Tahpenes
the queen in marriage. On the deaths of David and Joab, the scourge
of Edom, Hadad requested permission from Pharach to return to his
own land. Pharaoh at first courteously declined the request, but after-
wards granted permission. Hadad is then described as an adversary of
Solomon. The mention of the deaths of David and Joab would make the
- return of Hadad to take place in the early years of Solomon’s reign.
But inasmuch as there is no record of any revolt of Edom till the reign
of Solomon, and as Hadad is mentioned along with Rezon (xi. 25), it is
probable that the story of Josephus is nearer to the actual facts.
Josephus states that at first Pharaoh refused permission, but revoked
his veto in the latter years of Solomon. Hadad returned to Edom, but
finding it impossible to excite rebellion in Edom, which was strongly
garrisoned, joined Rezon in Syria, and so did mischief to Israel.

Hadadezer or Hadarezer, son of Rehob, king of Zobah,
Notices.

(1) As he went to recover his border at the river Huphrates he
was defeated by David, who took his shields of gold
{2 Sem. viii, 3-8).

(2) The Syrians of Zoba went to assist the Ammonites, they
were defeated by Joab and Abishai (2 Sam. x. 6-14).

(3) Hadadezer was finally defeated by David at Helam (2 Sam.
z. 15-19).

Haggith, one of David’s wives, the mother of Adonijah, whom she bare
to David during his reign at Hebron (2 Sam. iii. 4).

Hazael, the Syriap.

At Horeb Elijah was commanded to *“ anoint Hazael to be king over
Syria” (xix. 15}, and it was foretold that Hazael would be a scourge to
Israel.

There is no record that Elijah actually anointed Hazael king.

Hazael appears to have held a high position in the court of Ben-hadad,
and was sent by that king to Elisha to enquire if he would recover from his
sickness, The reply of Elisha that Ben-hadad should recover, but yet die,
and that Hazael would be king over Syria, and work evil against Israel,
led to the murder of Ben-hadad, probably by Hazael.

Hazael was the persistent foe of Israel. Joram, king of Judah, was
wounded at the siege of Ramoth Gilead {2 Kings viii. 28, 29).

In the later years of Jehu's reign Hazael was particularly successful
against Israel, “whom ke smote in all their coasts’ (2 Kings x. 83).

Later he advanced against Gath and took ii, and proceceded to
attack Jerusalem, but was bought off by Joash, king of Judah
(2 Kings xii. 17, 18).

Heman, one of the four sons of Mahol (see Ethan). There is a
Heman among the names of the singers appointed by David
(1 Chron. xv, 19),
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Hezion, probably the same as Rezon (see p. Ixxxix.), Heis mentioned as
the ancestor of Ben-hadad of Syria, who made alliance with Asa, and
caused Baasha to abandon the fortification of Ramah. »

Hiel, the Bethelite, who, in the reign of Ahab, built Jericho. He lost all
his children during the time the city was being rebuilt, laying the
foundation with the loss of Abiram his firstborn, and setting up the gates
with the loss of Segub his youngest son, thus fulfilling the prophecy of
Joshua (Josh: vi. 26).

Hiram, king of Tyre (see p. xl.).

Hiram, a worker in brass (see p. 29).

Jehu I., the prophet, son of Hanani.

Notices,

(1) He denounced Baasha for his sins, and predicted the destruction
of his house (xvi. 1-4}.

(2) He reproved Jehoshaphat for his alliance with Ahab (2 Chrom.
xix. 2-8).

{3) He wrote the chronicles of the reign of Jehoshaphat (2 Chron.
xx, 34).

Jehu, the son of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi., At Horeb Elijah was
commanded to anoint Jehu to be King of Israel, as the minister of
Grod’s vengeance upon Israel.

He would appear to have been one of the guards of Ahab, and to have
accompanied him with a comrade Bidkar, when the King rode from
Samaria to Jezreel to take possession of the vineyard of Naboth, and
g0 he heard and remembered the judgment pronounced by Elijah
against Ahab for the murder of Naboth (2 Kings ix. 25).

In the reign of Jehoram, Jehu was captain of the host in the siege of
Ramoth Gilead, and was laft thers in command when Jehoram retired
to Jezreel to be healed of wounds received during the siege.

During the abssnce of Jehoram, Jehu was anointed King by a
youthful prophet sent by Elisha for the purpose. The army accepted
him as King, and Jehu set off immediately at full speed with his com-
rade Bidkar, whom he made captain of his host,

Jehoram went out to meet him and was killed by an arrow, shot by
Jehu—his body was thrown into the spot formerly ocoupied by Naboth's
vinayard.

Ahaziah, King of Judah, was pursued and slain.

Jazebel met her death in exac$ fulfilment of the propheoy of Elijah.

Jehu exterminated the family of Ahab.

Thus in Jehu several prophecies were fulfilled :—

(1) The prophecy that he should be King of Israel.

{2) The prophecy concerning the fate of Ahab connected with the
vineyard of Naboth.

(8) The manner of the death of Jezebal.

Jezebel, daughter of Ethbaal, King of the Zidonians,—the wife of Ahab
and the mother of Athaliah, who married Jehoram, King of Judah, and
of Ahaziah and Joram, Kings of lsrael.

She was a elever, strong, bold, unserupulous woman, in whose hands
Ahab became a mere puppet. She was 8 devotee to the worship of Baal.
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ITer power, influence, and her unscrupulous character stand out clearly
marked.

She established the worship of Baal on a grand scale. At her table
wore supported no less than four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal,
and four hundred of Astarte.

She relentlessly persecuted the prophets of Jehovah with the avowed
object of their extermination.

Her character for vindictiveness, boldness, and utter indifference to
crime necessary to encompass her ends is exhibited conspicuously in her
conduct towards Elijah and Naboth.

Elijah. Jezebel was unmoved by the occurrences on Carmel. These
only roused her to further action, and Elijah was forced to fles
before the threats of the Queen, who vowed to take his life as he
had taken the lives of the prophcts of Baal, ‘“ So let the gods do to
me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them
by to-morrow about this time ™ (xix. 2).

Naboth. She taunted Ahab with want of firmness in exercising his
kingly powaer, and, with unscrupulous disvegard for truth and justice,
manufactured a false charge against Naboth, and by a judicial
murder removed him from Ahab’s path. The prompt manmner in
whichthe elders of the city parformed har bidding indicates that
they knew the character of Jezebel, and undetstood that they were
dealing with her and not with Ahab. It was to Jesebal they eent,
“saying Naboth is stoned and is dead ™ (xxi. 14). For this crime her
death was predicted by Elijah. * The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the
wall of Jezreel " {xxi, 23). She met thishorrible fate in the successful
conspiragy of Jehu. Thrown down from the window as she con-
temptuously reminded him of the fate of the conspirator Zimri,
she was trampled under the feet of the horses, and when they
sought her body to give it burial they found only the ¢ skull and the
feet and the palms of her hands” (2 Kings ix. 30-37).

The effect of the marriage of Ahab with Jezebel.

(1) The worship of Baal was introduced into lsrael.

(2) The evil conduct of Ahab is ascribed to her influence.
¢ There was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work
wickedness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife
stirred up "' (xxi. 25).

(3) Her daughter Athaliah married Jehoram, King of Judah.
This marriage introduced Baal worship into the southern
‘kingdom, and, when, om the death of her son Ahaziah,
Athaliah “ desiroyed all the seed royal,’”’ the houss of David
was continued only by the preservation of the infant Joash,
hidden in the Temple by Jehoiada, the priost, and his wife
Jchoshebs,

Joab, the most remarkable and bost known of the three nephews of David,
the children of Zeruiah, David’s sister. These nephews were Joab,
Abishai and Asshel, generally described as * the sons of Zeruiah.”
On the death of Saul the three brothers naturally supported the cause of
David. Probab'y they were companions of David in his wanderings
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during tha reign of Saul. Abishai at least was with David at this time
(1 Bam. xxvi. §).

The principal events in Joab’s career pravious to the First Book of Kings

are :—

{1} The skirmish between David’s men and Abner’s men at the pool of
Gibeon, when Asahel was slain whilst in pursuit of Abner
(2 Sam. ii. 12-32),

(2) The treacherous murder of Abnor at Hebron when he deserted the
cause of Ishbosheth, Joab slew him in revenge for the death of
Asahel (2 Sam., iii. 6-39).

(8) Joab gained the chief command of tha army (*captain of the
host ’) by being the first to mount the walls of the city at the
siege of Jebus (1 Chron. xi. 6).

(4) As a genaral he conducted thres campaigns—

{a) Against the allied forces of Syria and Ammon (2 Sam. x.6-14).
{b) Against Edom, the final victory being gained by David him-
solf (2 Sam, viii, 13).
(c) Against the Ammonites when he captured Rabbah (2 Sam,
xii. 26-28).
A% this siege occurred the death of Uriah the Hittite.

David (summoned by Joab) was present in person at the actual capture of the
orsadel (2 Sam. xii, 27-29).

(5) He was privy to the plot for encompassing the death of Uriah
the Hittite (2 Sam. xi. 14-25).

(6) Hoe successfully brought about the reconciliation of David to his
son Absalom (2 Sam. xiv.).

(7) Ha commanded one of the three divisions of David's army in the
battle against the forces of Absalom in the wood of Ephraim.
After the battle, contrary to the command of David, he slew
Absalom whilst hanging by his hair from an ocak tree in the wood.
For this disobedience David transferred the command of the
army to Amasa {2 Sam. xviii. 1-17, xix. 18).

(8) He slew Amasa treacherously whilst engaged in the pursuit of
Sheba, the son of Bichri, whose revolt Joab quickly suppressed
(2 Bam. xx.).

(9) When commanded by David to number the peopla Joab remon-
strated with David on the folly of such a step (2 Sam. xxiv. 8).

Notices in Kings.

{1) Along with Abiathar, Joab sided with Adonijah, and took part
in the faast at the stone of Zoheleth, near En-rogel. At this faast
it was Joab who was the first to notice the movoment in the
city for the coronation of Solomon. * Wherefore is this noise of
the city being in an uproar 2 (1 Kings i. 41).

(2) David left it in charge with Solomoen to punish Joab for the
treacherous murders of Abner and Amasa {ii. 5-6).

{3) When Solomon put Adonijah to death for asking for Abishag
the Shunammite for wife, Joab fled for sanctuary to the taber-
nacle at Gibecn. On his refusing to quit the sanctuary Benaiah.
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in obedienca to the orders of Solomon, slaw him in the tabernacle
(ii. 28-34).
Thus Joab was slain on the scene of tha murder of Amasa, for the tabernacle
was now at Gibeon (iii. 4).
Amasa was slainat the “ great stone qwhieh is in Gibeon " (2 Sam. xx. 8-10).
(4¢) Ho was buried “ in his own house wn the wilderness® (ii. 34).

The Character of Joab.
Bold and brave, evidenced by—
(1) His being the first to scale the walls of Jabus (1 Chron. xi. 6)
{2) His many campaigns (2 Sam. viii.-xxii.).
Treacherous, cruel and revengeful, evidenced by—
(1) The murder of Abner (2 Sam. iii. 6-39).
{2) The murder of Amasa (2 Sam. xx. 8-10}.
Unsecrupulous, avidenced by—
(1) His ready acquiescence with the plan of David for the removal
of Uriah (2 Sam. xi. 16-17).
(2) His flagrant disobedience in putting Absalom to death contrary
to the express command of David (2 Sam. xviii. 5).
A sgkilful general, avidenced by his successful eampaigns, especially
against the Ammonites (2 Sam. viii.-xxii.).
Of clear judgment, quick decision, and prompt action, evidenced

-Y_

(1) Tho promptness with which he hastoned to despatch Absalom,
seoing clearly that the death of that prince meant the collapse of
the rebellion (2 Sam. xviii. 14).

(2) The swift decisive measures by which he suppressed the revolt
of Sheba (2 Sam. xx. 7).

Loyal and devoted to the cause of David, avidenced by—

(1) His adherence to David’s cause in the revolt of Absalom.

(2) His continued support of David after he had been dsprived of the
command of the army because of his disobedience with regard to
Absalom.

(3) The prompt manner in which he responded to the oall to
pursue Sheba, when David saw that Amasa’s delay might be
gorious. Though Joab had been deprived of the command of the
army, and had seen Amasa promoted to the post, he at once
hurried to the assistanee of his king at this erisis.

{4) His remonstrance with David on the occasion of the numbering
of the people.

How then came Joab to side with Adonijah? Thisis an important
poink, and is emphasized by tha sacred historian, * for Joab had
turned after Adontjah, though he turned not after Absalom * (ii. 28).

1t roay be noted that Joab, though loyal to David, was obnoxicus to

the King, who was particularly displeased with him on account of

{1) Tha treacherous murder of Abncr.

(2) The death of Absalom.

(3) The treacherous murder of Amasa,

For each and any of these acts David might well have ordered the

death of Jonb. Why did he not do so?

(1) At the death of Abmer David was not fully established on the
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throna, and could not dispense with the services of Joab and
Abishai. I am this day weak Lhough anointed King, and these
men, the sons of Zeruiah, be too hard for me’" (2 Sam. iii. 89).
Yot David robukes Joab and compels him o mourn for Abner
(2 Sam, iii. 31).
The King is not yet completely in the foils of Joab.

(1) At the death of Absalom Joab so far from making exouses to
David for his act, chides the king for his grief at the death of his
rebellious son {2 Sam. xix. 5-8).

And the King obeys the order of Joab.

{2) The death of Amasa geems to have beon passed over hy David
without comment.

Yot how bitterly the King felt the disgrace upon his honour can be
gathered from his last words to Solomon, ¢ Thou knowest also what Joab
the son of Zeruwiah did lome, and what he did to the two captains of the
hosts of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the son of

- Jether, ete.” {ii. 5), when hae left the charge $o Solomon that he should
put Joab to death,

The secret of David’s inability to cope with Joab is eonnected with
the death of Uriah. Joab, and probably Joab alone, knew the secret of
Uriah’s death. The letter written by David to Joab (2 Sam. zi. 18)
gave the latter a hold upen the king., David dared not punish Joab, for
he was afraid of him.

But Joab knew how the King resented the deaths of Abner, Absalom
and Amasa. Whilst David lived Joab’s possession of the King’s
secret ensured his safety, but David’s successor would not be so
bound to him, so Joab is ready to advance the cause of Adonijah. If
the conspiracy were sucoessful, his claim to the gratitude of Adonijah
would render his life secure.

It is remarkable how easily Joab fell before Solomon, whe was not
held back by a guilty conscience as David had been.

Nore.—David's advice to Sclomon as regards Joab, Shimei, and Barzillal,

David's advice was probably given from motives of policy, and not from feelings
>f Tevenge.

Solomon was confronted with three dangers,

(1) An unscrupulous military party headed by Joab,
(2) A dissatisfied priestly faction, ready to plot and join any rebellious
movement.
3) iIll-su1;>pressed tribal jealousies, in which Shimei was probably the chief
ntriguer.

1t is but nasural that David should have pointed cut these dangers and have
warned Sclomon against his probable opponents.

In fact David reviewed the chief dangers of his own reiiu, referred to the great
public crimes which had necessarily been left unpunished. Then he warned
Solomon of the dificultics he would have to meet, named the individuals who would
thwart him, and in allusion to their past hinted at events which justified their
punishment.

David's advice may be summed up—

Beware of Joab and Shimei.

Do not hesitate to crush them,

They deserve the extreme penalty for former crimes.

Do not forgeb the past services of Barzillai and such as he.

But while such feelings and such advice were natural and even Iawful on the
part of David, we feal that he is speaking a8 a rnan, and as an eastern monarch—
that there is no Divine warrenty for his action or Divine approval of his words.
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Joash, described as *the King's son.” On the occasion of his expedi-
tion against Ramoth Gilead, Ahab entrusted Micaiah to * Amon, the
governor of the city, and to Joash, the king’s son,” with orders to keep
the prophet in prison tili his return. Apparently Joash was a younger
son of Ahab, appointed to rule in Samaria during the King’s absence
on the expedition.

Jonathan, the son of Abiathar, the high priest. He appears on two
occasions.

(1) When David fled from Jerusalem on the revolt of Absalom,
Jonathan the son of Abiathar and Ahimaaz the son ¢f Zadok
remained behind in order to bring news to David of what
might happen in the city (2 Sam. xv. 36). They remained
outside the city, at En-rogel. The message concerning the advice
of Ahithophel was brought fo them there by a wench (2 Sam.
xvii. 17). They were, however, scen by a lad, but escaped
capture by concealing themselves in the well at the house of a
man in Bahurim, and brought the news safely to David
{2 Sam, xvii. 18-22).

(2} On the day of Adonijah’s conspiracy and Solomon’s inauguration
he brought to the conspirators at Hn-.rogel the news of the
anointing of Solomon (i. 42-48).

Maachah, the daughter (more probably grand-daughter) ¢f Absalom;
the wife of Rehoboam, and motber of Abijah. She occupied the
position of Queen-mother in the reigns of Abijah and Asa. From
Chronicles we learn that Asa removed her from this position of
dignity ¢ because she had made an idol in a grove,” and that he ** cut
down her idol, and stamped it, and burni it at the brook Kidron”
(2 Chron. xv. 16).

Micaiah, the son of Imlah, a prophet of Samaria, who predicted the
defeat and death of Ahab at Ramoth Gilead. (For full account see
Chapter xxii.)

Naamah, an Ammonitess, wife of Solomon, and mother of Rehoboam.
According to the Septuagint she was the daughter of Hanun, the son of
Nahash (2 Sam. x. 1-4), (See also p. 64.)

Naboth, o Jezreelite, who owned & vineyard in Jeazreel, near the palace
of Ahab. The King desired the vineyard, and offered to buy it from
Naboth, or to give him another vineyard in exchange for it. Naboth
refused to part with the inheritance of his fathers, and Ahab was sad and
angry with disappointment. Jezebol noticed the moody demeanour
of the King, taunted bim with his want of spirit, and took the matter
into her own hands. She ordered the elders of Jezreel to proclaim a
fast as for some great calamity. Naboth was accused of ¢ eursing God
and the King,” and was convicted on the false avidence of two men of
worthless character. He and all his children were stoned, and thus Ahab
was free to take possession of the vineyard. When he reached the spot
be was confronted by Hlijah, who sternly rebuked him for his crimae,
prophesied that dogs should lick his blood in the place where they had
licked the blood of Naboth, predicted the total destruction of his house,
and announced that dogs should eat the flesh of Jewcbal by the wall of
Jezreel,
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Nathan the prophet.
Notices.

(1) He was consulted by David with referance to the building of
the Temple. At first he approved of the King’s intention, but
subsequently was bidden by God to tell David that the erection
of a house for Jehovah ghould be accomplished by his son
(3 Sam, vii. 2-17).

(2) He reproved David for his sin with Bath-sheba by the simile of
the rich man and the ewe lamb (2 Sam. xii. 1-12).

(8) On the birth of Soclomon he was specially charged by the Lord
to giva him the name Jedidiah (2 Sam. xii. 25).

Notices in Kings,

(1) He was loyal to David and Solomon during the conspiracy of
Adonijah (1. 8).

(2) He was thoe means of the appointment of Solomon to the
succession,

{@) By his advice to Bath-sheba to go in unto David and tell him
of the plot.

(5) By his own subsequent remonstrance with the king.

(c) By his presence and assistance at the inauguration of
Solomon.

He was the compiler of

(1) The Life of David. * The acts of David, the king, first and last,
behold they arve writlen in the book of Samuel the seer, and in the
book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book of Gad the seer”
{1 Chron xxix. 29).

(2) The Life of Solomon. “ Now the rest ¢f the acts of Solomon,
first and last, are they not wriiten in the book of Nathan the
prophet ” (2 Chron. ix. 29).

Obadiah, a high official in the court of Ahab, desoribed as ** governor of
his house’’ or ‘* over the household.” He was a worshipper of Jehovah
(* feared the Lord greatly”). During the persecution of the prophets
by Jezebel he hid a hundred prophets in caves, and fed them with bread
and water, When the drought became severe he was sent by Ahab
through part of the land, while the King went through the other in
search of watler and grass to feed tho horses and mules lest they should
all perish. On his way he met Elijah, who tcld him to go and fetch
Ahab, in order that the prophet might speak to the king. When
Obadiah hesitated in fear that Elijah might have disappeared ere the
king could arrive, the prophet reassured him and pledged himself to
meet the king. Thereupon Obadiah went and told Ahab.

Rei, one of those who remained constant in David's cause at the time of
Adonijah’s conspiracy (see Shimei IL.).

Rezon, the son of Eliadah, one of the adversaries of Solomon. It would
appear that, after David defeated Hadadezer, king of Zobah, Rezon
escaped, when his master was overthrown, and, gathering a band of
freebooters, waited his opportunity to geize Damascus. This he suc-
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oeeded in doing, and became king in Damascus. He was an adversary
to Solomon throughout the reign, and from his time the Syrians were
persistent opponents of the Northern Kingdom.

Shemaiah, a prophet in the reign of Rehoboam.
Notices.

{1) When Rehoboam had sassembled an army to reduce the Ten
Tribes after their revolt, Shemaiah forbade him to continue
the war (xii. 22).
{3) On the invasion of Jerusalem by Shishak, king of FEgypt,
Shemaiah announced that the invasion wasa punishment upon
Judah for their sins. When Rehoboam and the princes
humbled themselves before the Lord, Shemaiah appeared again
and pronounced words of comfort (2 Chron, xii. §-8).
(8) He wrote the chronicles of the reign of Rehoboam (2 Chron.
xii. 13).
Shemer, the owner of the hill on which Samaria was built. He sold it
to Omri for two talents of silver. The city took the name Samaria from
Shemer, the original owner of the ground (xvi. 24).

Shimei, the son of Gora, a Benjamite, of the house of Saul. He lived at
Bahurim (2 Sam. xvi. 5).

Notices in Samuel:

(1) In his fight from Jerusalem Guring the revolt of Absalom David
had to pass through Bahurim on his way to cross the Jordan,
Shimei came out and followed David, cursing and throwing dust
and stones. Abishai would have turned and slain him, but was
forbidden by the king {2 Sam, xvi. 5-13).

(2) On tho king’s return Shimei wes the first person to meet him
af the Jordan, and begged for pardon. Again Abishai would have
put him to death, but the king granted him pardon and promisoed
to spare his life (2 Sam. xix, 16-28).

Notices in Kings:

(1) In his last charge to Solomon David enjoined him to put Shimei
to death as a punishment for his former conduct (I Kings ii. 8-9).

(2) Solomon called Shimei to him and notified that he must take up
his residence in Jerusalem, and not go beyond the brook Kidron on
pain of death (1 Kings ii. 36-88).

(3) Shimei built himself an house in Jerusalem and kept to the
arrangement for three years, at the end of which time he went to
Gath in quest of two of his gervants, who had run away to Achish,
King of Gath. For his breach of the compact made with the
king he was executed by Benaiah (1 Kings ii. 39-46).

Two viows might be taken of the end of Shimei-— i

I. That David left to Solomon the legacy of putting Shimei to death
in the spirit of revenge, and that Solomon laid a trap for him
inasmuch as Shimei would be sure to break the compact either
through forgetfulness, or through lapse of time robbing it of Ite

- fatal significauce.
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I1, That Shimei being of the house of Saul was a bitter opponent

of David, who had succeeded to the throna.

On his return from flight David would not mar the indemnity
given to thoss who had supported Absalom, and so pardoned Shimei.

It would seem that Shimei did not feel grateful for the pardon
but continued in his animosity towards the house of David.

So whilst David would not break his word to Shimei that he
would spare his life, he warned Sclomon that Shimei was dangerous
o the throne and must be put to death.

The latfer view is the mors probable, and causes us to regard the
charge of David to Solomon as that of an experienced monarch point-
ing out to his youthful successor the political dangers he would be liable
to as long as Joab and Shimei lived. And he need not have any seruples
about his action, for both had deserved death, Joab by his murdering
Abner and Amasa, Shimei by his cursing David in his trouble,

And thus we obtain a clear view of Solomon’s action. He removes
Shimei from his home at Bahurim, where he would have been free to
plot against the king, and compels him to live at Jerusalem under his
own eya. If he quitted Jerusalem he should be put to death.

Thus Solomon acted wisely towards Joab and Shimei from a political
poinb of view. Ilis prompt dealing with all those likely to plot againat
him established his rule immediately and completely.

Shimei (I11.) an adherent of Sclomon’s at the time of Adonijah's eon-
spiracy.

“ But Zadok the priest, and Denaigh the som of Jehoiada, and
Nathan the prophet, and Shimei and Rei, and the mighty men which
belonged to David, were not with Adonijah” (i. 8).

Unless he is the same as Shimei, the son of Klah, or as Shimeah,
David’s brother, he cannot be identified.

Shimei (IIl.), the son of Elah, who had charge of the commissariat
in Benjaminin Solomon’s reign. * Shimei ¢he son of Elah, in Benjamin "
(iv. 18).

Taphath, daughter of Solomon, marricd to a son of Abinadab, one
of Solomon’s officers, who governed the region of Dor,

Tibni. When Zimri had burnt himself in his palace the kingdem of
Israel was divided, part of the people followed Tibni, son of Ginath, and
made him king, and part foillowed Omri. The struggle between the
two parties lasted four years, and ended with the death of Tibni
(xvi. 21-22).

Uriah the Hittite, husband of DBath-sheba, slain in the siege of

) Rabbah (2 Sam, xi. 3). Iis name is mentioned in Kings as being
the only matter in which David had offended against the Lord, .
He * turned not aside from any thing that he commanded him all the
days of his life, save only in the maltler of Uriah the Hitlite"
xv. 8).
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Zadok, son of Ahitub, of the house of Eleazar, the sldest son of Aaron,
from whom he was eleventh in descent. During the reign of David
Zadok is associated in the bigh priesthood with Abiathar.

Notices not in Kings,

(1) The first mention of Zadok is that he joined David at Hebron
after the death of Saul. He is desoribed as “a young man
mighty of velour” (1 Chron. xii. 28). Up to this period it is
probable he was a supporter of the house of Saul, but afterwards
he was staunch in bis fidelity to David,

(2) At the revolt of Absalom Zadok and Abiathar would have taken
the ark with David in his flight, but at the express command of
the King they returned to Jerusalem (2 Sam. xv, 24-29).

{3) Ahimaaz the son of Zadok and Jonathan the son of Abiathar
ware the means of communication between David and Hushai
(2 Sam. xv. 85-36), and brought tidings to the King of the counsel
of Ahithophal (2 Sam. xvii, 15.22).

{4) When Absalom was dead, Zadok and Abiathar, at the instigation
of David, urged the people to invite the King to return
{2 Sam. xix. 11-14).

Notices in Kings.

(1) Zadok did not join the conspiracy of Adonijah, but was faithful
to the cause of Solomon (i. 8).

(2) At the command of David he ancinted Solomon at Gihon
{i. 32-39).

(3) When, on the renewal of Adonijah’s schemes against Solomon,
the King removed Abiathar from the priesthood, he rewarded
Zadok for his fidelity by putting him in the place of Abiathar
ii, 35).

’I‘h(ere is)no further mention of any acts of Zadok, but we find his
name in the list of tho state officials of Solomon. * Zadok and
Abigthar were the priesis” (iv. 4). * Zadok the priest”
(1 Chron. xxiv. 6).

Lt is suggested that Abiathar officiated in Jerusalem where the ark
was, and that Zadok presided at Gibeon whera the Tabernacle
was during the reigns of David and Solomon, This conjecture is
based on 1 Chron. xvi. 39.

“And Zadok the priest, and his brethren lhe priests, before the
tabernacle of the Lord in the high place that was al Gibeon.”

Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah, the leader and spokesman of the
prophets who counselled Ahab to go up against Ramoth Gilead:
Zedekiah had provided himself with horns of iron, as a symbol that
Ahab should drive the Syrians before him, When Micaiah had pre-
dicted the fall of Ahab, and declared that the Lord had put a lying
spirit in the mouth of those prophsts who urged the king to the war,
Zcdekiah smote him on the cheek, and mockingly asked ** which way
went the spirit of the Lord from me to speak unio thee.” Micalah fold
Zedekiah that he should know this when he hid himself in an inner
chamber, either out of fear for the Syrian invasion, or in shame and
remorse for the death of the king. )

Josephus relates thap Zedekiab relied on the prophecy of Elijah that
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Ahab's blood should be licked up by dogs in the field of Naboth, and
thersfore regarded the king as certain not to meet with death in his
expedition, ’

Zeruiah, the mother of Abishai, Joab, and Asahel, the nephews of David,

genorally described as ‘¢ the sons of Zeruiah.”

Zeruiah was tho daughter of Nahash and the half-sister of David.
Notices are—

* Abigail the daughier of Nahash, sister to Zeruiah, Joab's mother "
(2 Sam, xvii, 25).

“ David the seventh; whose sisters were Zeruiah and Abigail " (1
Chron. ii. 15-18).

Thero is no mension of the husband of Zeruniah in Scripturs.

Zimri, captain of half the chariots in the army of Elah. He conspired
against Elah at Tirzah, and murdered the King whilst feasting in the
house of Arza, his steward. Zimri reigned only seven days, for Omri
marched from Gibbethon at the head of the army which was besieging
that city, and quickly took the city of Tirzah. Zimri seeing that resist-
ance was hopeless, retreated into the castle of the King’s palace, sef it
on fire, and perished in the ruins,

TOPOGRAPHY OF JERUSALEM,

Briefly we may describe Jerusalem as built upon a broad elovated
promontory within the fork of the two valleys of Jehoshaphat and
Hinnom.

The Valley of Jehoshaphat runs along the eastern side of the
oity, and joins the valley of Hinnom at the south-east corner.

The river or brook Kidron flows through this valley, and is joined
by the Gihon & little distance above En-rogel. The east side of the
valley is formed by the BMount of Olives and the Mount of Offence.

_ The Valley of Hinunom runs along the west and south sides of
the city, and joins the valley of Jehoshaphat at the south-east
corner. :

The brook Gihon flows through this valley and joins the Kidron
a little distance above En-rogel.

Thus the north-east corner was clearly the more assailable part of
the city. Against this corner the Babylonians in the reign of
Nebuchadnezzar made their main attack.

The city itself was divided into two portions or separate hills divided
by the Tyropceon valley, which was subsequentiy filled up in the
time of the Macecabees.

We find four distinet portions—

I The Upper City, long ideniifisd with Zion, built on the
western spur, and separated by walls from the other hill
This hill is 103 feet higher than Moriah.

II. The City of David (the true Zion), called Acra by Josephus,
occupying the north-west portion of tha second hill.

II1. Moriah, on which was built the Temple, occupying ths
6
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western portion of this hill, The City of David was highar
than the Temple; its summit was lowered by the Maccabees
in order that it might not overlook the Temple-Mount. Tha
material thus obtained was thrown into the Tyropeon valley,
and the hill is now 100 feet lower than the Temple-Mount.

IV. Ophel, the southern continuance of the Temple hill, a long
narrowish promontory separating the Tyropceon valley from the
valley of Jehoshaphat, and sloping off on its southern side
into the valley of Hinnom. On the eastern side is the * Fount
of the Virgin,” and at its foot the lower outlet of the same
spring—the Pool of Siloam.

Ophel appears to have been assigned to the Levites for their
residence.
Other spots mentioned in Kings are:

1. Millo, or The Millo, for in the original we always find the word
with the definite article. Its exact site has not been deter-
mined, but it was evidently a part of the fortifications of the
old Jebusite city taken by David (2 Sam. v. 9.), Wherever the
ward occurs it is in connection with the walls or fortificationa
of Jerusalem. Its repair was one of the great works upon
which Solomon employed his levy of forced labour (ix. 15-94,
xi. 27). Heszeckiah also ** repaired Millo in the cily of David "
(2 Chron. xxxii. 5.) in preparation to meet the Assyrians, In
the Septuaging it is generally rendered 'f; &Kpa = the
citadel, and the same word is used for tho fortress on Mount
Ziion occupied by the party of Antiochus in the Maecabean
wars. As the word signifies * piling or heaping up,” it has
been suggested that the Millo was a raised work defending that
part of the city of David where the hill of Zion slopes down
into the Tyropeon valley.

2. Mount of Offence, the southern summit of the Mount of
Olives, the range of hills on the east of Jernsalem separated
from the city by the valley of Jehoshaphat. Sclomon built
high places * on the hill that is before Jerusalem " (xi. 7). This
can only be the Mount of Olives, and tradition places the high
places erected for idol worship by Solomon as being upon the
southern summit which thus gained the name of Mount of
Offence.

B. Topheth, or Tophet, the place ‘“in the vaiiey of the children
of Hinnom” (2 Kings xxiil. 10), where sacrifices were offered
to Molech. Josiah defiled the spot and it became the place
where the refuse of Jerusalem was deposited,

6‘
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FIRST BOOK OF KINGS.

TEXT AND NOTES.

The Last Years of King David.

(Nor 1IN CHRONICLES.)

1. 'Now king David was %old and
stricken in years; and they covered
him with 3clothes, but he gat no heat.
2 Wherefore his 4servants said unto
him, Let there be sought for my lord
the king a young virgin: and let her
sstand before the king, and let her cherish
him, and let her lie in thy bosom, that
my lord the king may get ®heat. 3 So
they 7sought for a fair damsel throughout
all the B%coasts of Israel, and found
Abishag a Shunammite, and brought
her to the king. 4 And the damsel was
very fair, and cherished the king, and
Winistered to him: but the king
llknew her not.

a see R.V.
i1 Thus Adonijah could ask her for his wife.

1 Now =~ and. A mark of
& continued narrative,
not the commencemeny
of a new history.

270 years of age. David
was ‘‘thirty years old
when he began to reign,
and he reigned forty
years” (3 Bam., v. 4).

8Bed clothes. The king
wag bed-ridden.

4Not menials, but the
officers of the royal
household.

8 Attend upon the king.

6That her youmg body
might communicate vital
heat to David’'s aged
frame.

780 nfter the deposition
of Vashti, fair virgins
were sought for Ahasu-
erus (Esther ii. 2).

8 Borders, territories.

9 Native ofShunemtp.1xxii)

WPerformed the duties of
nurse.

01d, an expression hitherto used only of persons above 80,
David, Solomon, and Manassch were the only monarchs who exceeded 50 years.
The histery of Abishag is inserted probably to explain the canse of Adonijah’s

death (ii. 13-25).

The Attempt of Adonijah to Secure the Succession.

{Nor 1N CHRONICLES.)

5 Then 'Adonijal the son of Haggith
exalted himsell, saying, 2I will be 3king :
and he 4prepared hint®chariots and
horsemen, and 8fifty men to run before
him. 6 And his father had not 7dis-
pleasel him at any time in saying, Why
hast thou done so? and he also was
¢ S0 Absalom (2 Sant. xv. 1).

1Intro p.lxxviii.

3 Adonijah wasaware that
David intended SBolomon
a3 his successor. He
endesvours o take ad-
vantage of David’s fail-
ing health to seize the
throne by a sudder
movement,

8i.e, after the death of my
father David.

® Not for war, but as akingly retinue. The act was a claim to the succession,

and enabled him to ind out who wouid support him,
8 As a body guard.

7 Had never corrected him for his faults. Adonija,]i, like Absalomn, was a spoilt child.
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(1. 7—13

a very 8goodly man; and ¢his Smother
bave him after Absalom. 9 And he con-
ferred with 1°Joab the son of Zeruiah,
and with I3 Abiathar the priest: and they
following Adonijah helped him. 8 But
12Zadok the priest, and 13Benaiah the son
of Jehoiada, and 14Nathan the prophet,
and15Shimei, and 6 Rei, and the 17mighty
men which belonged to David, were not
with Adonijah, g And Adonijah 8slew
sheep and oxen and fat cattle by the
stone of Zoheleth, which is by " En-rogel,
and called all his brethren the king's
sons, and all the men of Judah the
king’s servants: 1o But Nathan the
prophet, and Benaiah, and the mighty
men, and Solomen his brother, he
¥calied not,
a see R.V. comment p. 107,

8 Well grown and hand-
gome. (8o Absalom, 2
Sam, xiv. 25). His ccm-
manding person helped
him to secure the
affections of the peopis.
_Corgnpa.re Saul (1 Sam.
ix. 2).

)
. 9The four eldest sons of

David were:
Chileab, Absalom, and
Adonijah. Adondjah fol-
lowed Absalom, but was
not by the same mo'her
{p. Ixxviii.}.

10 Joah, probably because
he feared what aetion
Solomon might take on
the deith of David.

11 Abiathar, through jea-
lousy of Zadok.

Beth, because they wonld
be in favour with Adoni-
jah whose causge they had
supported (see pp. Lxxvi.
and lxxxv.).

Abtathar had charge of the
ark at Jerusalem (p. 11.).

13Zadok was stationed at
the Tabernacle in
Gibeon (p. xcil.)

Amnaon,

12Qaptain of the body guard of Cherethites and Pelethites (p. Ixxi.).

M Intro. p. Ixxxix.

15 Not the Shimei of il, 8. (gee Intro. p. xci.).

16 Intro. p. 1xxxix,

17 Mighty men {2 Sam. xxiii. 8-39, 1 Chron. xi. 47). 8ee Glossary, p. 134.

18 A sacrificial fenst: so Absalom (ii. Sam. xv. 12).

19Enrogel = * Fountain of the fuller,” close to Jerusalem on the south-east.

% Did not invite them to the feast.

‘Nathan Informs Bath-sheba of the Plot.

(Nor 1IN CERONICLES.)

11 Wherefore 2Nathan spake unto
1Bath-sheba the mother of Solomon,
saying, Hast thou not heard that
Adonijah the son of Haggith 3doth
reign, and David our lord knoweth it
not? 12 Now therefore come, let me,
I pray thee, give thee counsel, that
thou mayest 4save thine own life, and
the life of thy son Solomon. 13 Go
and get thee fin unto king David, and

and put to death all those likely to be opposed to him.
Jeroboam (xv, 29), Zimri tothe house of Baasha (xvi. 2).
(-~ Kings x. 17).

8Who was too old and infirm to leave his room.

1Intro. p, Ixxx.

3It was through the
message of Nathan that
Solomon was nanied

“ Jedidiah " — the be-
loved of  the Lord
(2 Sam. xii. 25). Hence

the anxiety of Nathan-
lest the plot of Adonijah
should succeed.
8Dothreign, {.e. is as good
as king already (see nlso
verse 13),
4For Adonijah would
probably _follow the
usual oriental custom
B0 Baasha to the house of
Jehu to the house of Ahab

Athpliah also destroyed the seed royal (8 Kings xi. 1),
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3

say unto him, Didst not thou, my lord,
O king, ®swear unto thine handmaid,
saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son
shall reign after me, and he shall sit
upon my throne? why then doth
Adonijah reign ? 14 Behold, while thou
yet talkest there with the king, I also
will come in after thee, and 7confirm thy

words.

Nathap would—
(1) Remind David of God's will.

¢ There is norecord of thia
promise. But Bathsheba
would certainly know the
promise of God to David
that Solomon should sit
upon his throne.

1Tell the same tale, and
add particulars,

(2} Show the king that the plot was serions and must e dealt with promptly.

The choice of Solomon as
divine preference for the younger sons.
(1} Jacob over Esau.
(2) Judah over Renben, Simeon and Levi.
(3) Ephraim over Manasseh;
(4) David over his brethren,

avid's Buecessor is the last instance in scripture of
Previous instances are—

Bathsheba in the Presence of pa.vid.

(Nor 18 CHRONIOLES.}>

15 And Bath-sheba went in unto the
king into the lchamber: and the king
was very old; and Abishag the Shu-
nammite ministered unto the king. 16
And  Bath-sheba 2%bowed, and did
Sobeisance unto the king. And the king
said, What wouldest thou? 17 And
she said unto him, My lord, thou
swarest by the Lord thy God unto
thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly
Solomon thy son shall reign after me,
and he shall sit upon my throne. 18
And now, behold, *Adonijah reigneth ;
and now, my lord the king, Sthou
knowest it not: 19 And he hath slain
oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abund-
ance, and hath called all the sons of
the king, and Abiatbar the priest, and
Joab "the captain of the host, but
Solomon - thy servant hath he not
called. 20 And thou, my lord, O king,

- the %eyes of all Israel are upon thee,
_ that thou shouldest 7tell them who shall |

1The inner chamber, the
bed-chainber.
Those who desired to see
the feeble old king must
enter his bed chamber.

2Bowed herself in rever-
ence to the king,

8With the respect and
homage of the East The
atititude was also that of
a suppliant, bence the
question of the king.

4i6. Adonijah is bein,
proclalmed king, an
will seize upon the suc-
cesgion unless measures
are taken to preventhim,

& Though hereditary suc
cession was ackmow
ledgad there existed the
right of ehoosing a suc-
cessor, especially of
naming o©ne  &mMon
several sons.  Bo Jaco
passed  over Reuben
{Gen. xlix, 8-4).

6'Tho people would expect
David to confirm or
condemn the action of
Adonijah.

7The moment had arrived
for the king to declare
his will
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[1: 21—28

sit on the throne of my lord the king
after him. 21 8Qtherwiseit shall come
to pass, when my lord the king shall
¥sleep with his fathers, that I and my son
Solomon shall be counted 1%ffenders.

8If the king made no
declaration Bathsheba .

and Solomon  were
docmed a3 soon as the
king died.

#The first occurrence of
this phrase 3o often used
in the record of the death
of the kings.

¥ “ginners,” i.e, condemned for high treason and punished with death.

Nathan Confirms the Story of Bath-sheba.

(Nor 1N CHRONIOLES.)

22 And, lo, while she yet talked with
the king, !Nathan the prophet also came
in. 23 And they told the king, saying,
Behold Nathan the prophet. And
when he was come %in before the king,
he bowed himself before the king with
his face to the ground. 24 3And Nathan
said, My lord, O king, *hast thou said,
‘Adonijah shall reign after me, and he
shall sit upon my throne? 25 For he
is gone down Bthis day, and hath slain
oxen and fat cattle and sheep in
abundance, and hath called all the king’s
sons, and the captains of the host, and
Abiathar the priest; and, behold, they
eat and drink before him, and say, $God
save king Adonijah. 26 But me, even
me thy servant, and Zadok the priest,
and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and
thy servant Solomon, hath he not called.
27 s this thing done by my lord the
king, and thou 7hast not shewed it unto
thy servant, who should sit on the
throne of my lord the king after him ?

Solomon Anointed King,

(Nor 1 CHRONICLES.)

28 Then king David answered and
said, Call me Bath-sheba. And she
came into the king's presence, and

1According to the concer
ted plan Nathan entors
to confirm her story, i.e.
into the palace.

9i.s.1nto the bed chamber.

8Itis elear thatBath-sheba
had retired {verse 28).

4The original 18 * Thou
hest said,” .

6Note how _ prowmptly

Nathan and Bathsheba
acted. The propinquity
of En-rogel to the ecity
would ncecunt for their
early information of the
plot

6 The ordinary salutation
to & new king. So
Saul (1 Sam., x, 24}.
Absalom (2 Sam. xvi, 1f).
Solomon (1 Kings i. 39).
Jehoash (2 Kings xi, 12}

Tie. Hast not Intlmated
thy change of purpose.
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5.

stood before the king. 29 And the
king sware, and said, 'As the I.ord
liveth, that hath redeemied my soul out
of all 2distress, 30 Even as I sware
unto thee by the Lord God of Israel,
saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son
shall reign after me, and he shall sit
upon my throne in my stead; even so
will I certainly do this day. 31 Then
Bath-sheba bowed with her face to the
earth, and did 93zeverence to the king,
and said, 4L.et my lord king David live
for ever. 32 And king David said,
Call me 5Zadok the priest, and Nathan
the prophet, and ®#Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada. And they came before the
king. 33 The king also said unto
them, Take with you the'servants of
your lord, and cause Sclomon my son
to ride upon mine own Tmule, and bring
him down to 8Gthon: 34 And let
Zadok the priest and Nathan the
prophet %anocint him there kihg over
Israel: and blow ye with the trumpet,
and say, God save king Solomon. 35
10Then ye shall come up after him, that
he may come and sit upon my throne;
for he shall be king in my stead: and [
have appointed him to be bruler over
Israel and over Judah. 36 And
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered
the king, and said, 'Amen: the Lord
God of my lord the king say so too.
37 As the Lord hath been with my
lord the king, even so be he with
asee R.V, commentp. 107. b see R.V.comment$ p. 107.

1A eommon form of oath.

4 Digtress, i.e.—

(1) Perils from the
pursuit by Saul.

(2) Danger from the
rebellion of Absa-
lom.

(3) Forgiveness for his
greatsin. The birth
of Solomon marked
the period of his
reconcilistion to
God,

8A lower and Immble
form of homage and
reverence.,

4 A commmon form of eom-
pliment in the East
(Dan. ii. 4, iii. 9, vi. 21).

8In order to anoint
Solomon.

¢ The captain of the king's
body guard.

7 Mules had replaced asses
as ihe animals upon
which high personages
rode, So Absalom rode
on a mule when canght
by his hair (2 Sam.
xviii. 9).

To ride in the royal
chariot or on the king's
own beast was a mark
of spocial honour.
Lizamples are:—

Jogeph in Pharaoh’s
gecond chariot (Gen.
xli. 43).

Jehonadab in  ths
chariot of Jehn (3
Kings x. 16).

Haman on “the horae
that the king rideth
wpon " (Esther vi. 8).

8Gihom, & spring or pond
in the valley of Jehosha-
phat (Intro., p. Ixiii.).

o Instances of Kings being

anocinted are—

(1) S8aul, the first king,
by Samuel {1 Sam.

1

x. 1).

(2) David, the king of
God’s own choice,
be SBamuel (1 Sam,
xvi. 13),

(3) Jehn, at Ramoth Gilead, by the young prophet sent by Elisha(2 Kings ix, 3-6).

(4) Joash, by Jehoiads (2 Chron. xxiii, 11),
(5) Jehoahaz (2 Kings xxiii. 30).
104.e,, a8 his body guard.

il Amen = assuredly. An intimation of assent. David does not resent the expression
of this wish. He hoped that his son’s reign would surpass his own in glory and

eztont of dominlon.
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Solomon, and make his throne greater
than the throne of my lord king David.
38 So Zadok the priest, and Nathdn
the prophet, and Benaiah the son of
Jeboiada, and the 12Cherethites, and the
I8Pejethites, went down, and caused
Solomon to ride upon king David’s
mule, and brought him to Gihon. 39
And Zadok the priest took *an horn of
oil out of the ¢tabernacle, and anointed
Solomon. And they blew the trumpet ;
and all the people said, God save king
‘Solomon. 40 And all the people came
up after him, and the people piped with
pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, so
that the earth rent with the sound of
them.
¢ see R.V, comment p. 107,

12Cherethites (see p. 131).

13 Polethites (see p. 121).

14 The horn (Heb.} ¢.e., ons
specially  consecrated
and set apart for such
oceasions.

The proclamation of
Solomon as king is
marked—

(1) By the approval of
David. Solomon
rode on the royal
mule, attended by
the royal body
guard,

(2) By the sanction of
priest (Zadok) and
prophet (Nathan).

(3) B¥ the acclamation
of the people sig-
nifying their ac-
ceptance of the
young prince.

The Collapse of Adonijah’s Schemes,

(NoT v CHRONICLES.)

41 And Adonijah and all the guests
that were with him heard it las they had
made an end of eating. And when
2Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he
said, Wherefore is this noise of the
city being inan uproar ? 42 And while
he yet spake, behold, Jonathan the
son of Abiathar the priest came: an
Adonijah said unto him, Come in; for
thou art a o4yaliant man, and bringest
good tidings. 43 And Jonathan an-
swered and said to Adonijah, 5Verily
our lord king David hath made
Solomon tking. 44 And the king hath
sent with him Zadok the priest, and
Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the
son of Jeholada, and the Cherethites,
and the DPelethites, and they have
caused him to ride upon the king’s

& see R.Y. comment p. 108

1The banquet and its
preparation would take
some time. Thus Nathan
had sufficient fime to
frustrate the schemes of
Adonijah.

2The old warrior at once
catches the sound of the
trumpet.

3Intro. p. lxxxzviil. Pro-
bably left behind in the
city to bring news of any
action on the part of the
adherents of Solomon.
He performed s similar
office in the rebellion of
Absalom, though then it
was to bring news %o
David (2 Sam. Xv, 27—
xvii. 17.}

4 Worthy man.

5 Jonathan had seen the
return from Gihon where
Sclomon had been in-
stalled on the throne.
Solomon's accession was
thus accepted by the

eople of Jerusalem.
61t is not uncommeon in
the Hast for a som to
begin to reign in the life
time of his father.



L 45—53] KINGS.

7

mule: 45 And Zadok the priest and
Nathan the prophet have anointed him
king in Gihon: and they are come up
from thence rejoicing, so that the city
rang again, This is the noise that ye
have heard. 46 And also Solomon
sitteth on the throne of the kingdom.
47 And moreover the king’s servants
came to bless our lord king David, say-
ing, God make the name of Solomon
better than thy name, and make his
throne greater than thy throne, And
the king 7howed himself upon the bed.
48 And also thus said the king, Blessed
be the Lord God of Israel, which hath
given ome to sit on my throne this day,
mine eyes even seeing it. 49 And all
the guests that were with Adonijah
were afraid, and rose up, and Swent
every man his way. 5o And Adonijah
feared because of Sclomon, and arose,
and went, and caught hold on the %horns
of the 10altar, 51 And it was told
Solomon, saying, Behold, Adonijah
feareth king Solomon: for, lo, he hath
caught hold on the horns of the altar,
saying, 11Let king Solomon swear unto
me to-day that he will not slay his
servant with the sword. 52 And
Solomon said, 2If he will shew himself a
worthy man, there shall not an ¥3hair of
him fall to the earth: but if wickedness
shall be found in him, he shall die. 33
So king Solomon sent, and they
brought him down from the altar,
And he came and Ybowed himself to
king Solomon : And Selomon said unto
him, Go to thine house.
bsee R.V.comment, p. 107.

18 A proverbial expression equivalent to *‘no harm
of any kind shall happen to him,”
14 Adonijah did homage to Solomon as his sovereign.

14i.e.in worshipand prayer.

8 Note the sudden collapse
of the attempt of Adoni-
jah compared with the
formidable rebeilion of
Absalom.

T'wo reasons—

(1) The improved mill-
tary organization
of %)avid, and the
consolidation of
royel power during
the Inst peaceful
years of his reign.

(2) Adonijah’s attempt
was not a revolt
againgt David him-
gelf, Thus the
expression of the
King's choice was
sufficient to crush
his hopes and pre-
sumption.

SProjections from the
four corners of the altar,
to which the victim for
sacrifice was fastened.
They were metallic pro-
jections, not made of
horn.

10 Adonijah claims the
right of sanctuary, a
custom commorn to the
Jews and many naticns,
The right was denied to
one _guilty of wilful
murder (Ex. xxi. 14).

8o Joab was executed (ii
30, 31).

The aitnr was probably
the one erected by David
on Mount Zion when he
brought the Ark there.
But it may be the altar
at Gibeon (ii. 28).

11 Adonijah asks for Bolo-
man's oath.

12 Solomon gives his word
only, and that condition-
ally on Adonijah's good
behaviour in the future,
We may note the
clemency of Solomon,
The ordinary Eastern
monarch would have
immediately ut  to
death a pretender to his
throne. Note also that
Adonijah alone of the
conspirators seems to
have feared for his life.
The others disperse, and
no notice is taken of
their part in the con-
Bpiracy.
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The Last Charge of David to Solomon and His Death,

(Nor 1N CHRONICLES.)

2. Now the days of David drew nigh
that he should die; and he charged
Solomon his son, saying, 2 11 go the
way of all the earth: be thou %strong,
therefore, and shew thyselfa man; 3
And keep the #charge of the Lord thy
God, te walk in his ways, to keep his
tstatutes, and his Scommandments, and
his ¢judgments, and his Ttestimonies, as
it is written in the law of Moses, that
thou mayest prosper, in all that thou
doest, and whithersoever thou turnest
thyself : 4 That the Lord may %ontinue
his word which ®he spake concerning
me, saying, If thy children take heed
to their way, to walk before me in
truth with all ‘heir heart and with all
their soul, there shall not fail thes (said
he) a man on the throne of Israel. ;5
Moreover thou knowest also what Joab
the son of Zeruiah, did °to me, and what
he did to the two captains of the hosts
of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner,
and unto 'Amasa the son of Jether,
whom he slew, and ‘shed the blood of
war in 12peace, and put the 1¥blood of war

a see R.V. comment p. 108,

TTaestimonies = declaration of God againgt sin,
The iast charge of David to Solomon—

(1) To act boldly and firmly though he was so young.

(2} To keep the commandments of the Lord,
{3) To execute judgment on Joab and Shimei,
¢4) To show kindness to the family of Barzillai.

+

1 Chrogicles xxvii.-xxix.
fills up the- interval
between chaps. 1. and ii.
There is recorded—

(1) A gresat assembly of
the pecple.

(8) A solemn_farewsll
by David to the
people.

(@) A charge to aid
in building the
temple.

(4) A list of offerlngs
for the temple.

{5) The second installa-
tion of Bolomon as
king.

1 Comp. Josh. xxiii, 14.

2= “firm and bold"
Comp. Josh. L 6, 7, 8
9 The Charge, see—

{1) Numb. iii. 7, where
* charge " refers to
the care of the
tabernacle and the
icim;ies attached to
6.

(2) Deut. xvii. 18-20,
where any king on .
taking the throne
ig bidden to write
oub a copy of the
law, and to read
and learn it.

4Statutes = cereinonial
ordinances.

5Commandments = the
moral law.

6 Judgments = laws per-
taining to civil govern-
ment.

83ee 2 Samuel vii 11-17. The promise given through Nathan was unconditioual,
But all God's promises are conditional on faithful continuance in His wiil.

9To me. David alludes to

(1) Hig inability to punish Joab for the murder of Abner (2 Sam. iii. 39),

(2) The death of Absalom {2 Sam. xvili, 14-15).

(3) Joab’s stern rebuke to the king at his grief for Absalom (2 Sam. xix. 57).

10 Abner (Intrq, p. Ixxvii.).
1 Amaga (Intro. p. Ixxix.).

12 The death of both Abner and Amasa occurred not in battle, but in a time of

peace, and under tho guise of friendship (Intro. p. 1xxxv.)
13 Joab stabbed both of them at such close quarters that the blood must have

ppurted over his clothes, and he must have stepped in it.



1. 6—13] KINGS,

upon his girdle that was aboat his loins,
and in his shoes that were on his feet,
6 Do therefore according to thy wisdom,
and let not his hoar head go down to the
grave in peace.t 7 But shew kindness
unto the sons of 14Barzillai the Gileadite,
and let them be of those that 5eat at thy
table: for so they came to me when I
fled because of Absalom thy brother.
8 And, behold, thou hast with thee
16Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite of
Bahurim, which cursed me with a
grievous curse in the day when I went
to 3Mahanaim: but he came down to
meet me at Jordan, and I sware to him
by the Lord, saying, I will not put
thee to death with the sword. g Now
therefore hold him not guiltless: for
thou art a wise man, and knowest what
thou oughtest to do unto him ; but his
hoar head bring thou down to the grave
with blood. X10 Se¢ David slept with
his fathers, and was buried in the 8city
of David. 11 And the days that David
reigned over Israel were forty years:
Iseven years reigned he in *0Hebron,
and thirty and three years reigned- he
in Jerusalem.

Adonijah asks for Abishag to wife and

by Solomon,
(Nor v CHRONICLES.)

12 Then sat Solomon upon the
throne of David his father; and this
kingdom was established greatly. 13
And Adonijah the son of Haggith came
to Bath-sheba the mother of Solomon,
And she said, ®Comest thou 3peaceably ?

4 Barzillai (Intro. p. lxxx.),

16 3ee & Sam. xix, 38-40, a
mark of royal favour.
Chimham is the only son
mentioned w8 accom-
panying David to Jeru-
salem. His name remain-
ed in connection with
Bethlehem, 'Fhe Jews,
after the murder of
Gedaliah, prepared to go
doewn to Egypt, “and
dweltin the habiiation of
Ohimham, whick is by
Bethlehem, to go to enter
into Egypt” (Jer. x1i.17).
Astrong testimony to the
fact that the descendants
of David remembered
the injunction to treat
the sons of Barzillai
well. -

13 Shimel (see Intro, p. xc.).

17 Mahanaim (ses Intro.
p- Ixvi)

18 Not Bethlehem. but * the
strong hold of Zion" (2
Sam. v. 7).,

David was the only king
huried in Jerusalem.

Wgeven ywears and six
months (9 S8am. v. 5)

0 Hebron (Intro. p. Ixiv.).

is put to death

1Prom xi. 14-25, 1§ is con-
jectured that Solomon
had to deal with foreign
troubles at the com-
mencement of his reign.
But the phrase may
mean fthat Bolomon's
rule wag accepted Dot
only by Judah buf by
the remaining tribes.

285 the people of Bethlehem to Sammuel when he came to vigit Jesse (1 Sam. xvi. 4).
8 Remembering the attempt of Adoznijah to obtain the kingdom, Bath-sheba js

nuaturally suspicious.
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And he said, Peaceably. 14 He said
moreover, I have somewhat to say unto
thee. And she said, Say on. 15 And
he said, Thou knowest that the kingdom
was 4mine, and that 5all Israel set their
faces on me, that I should reign : how-
beit the kingdom is turned about, and
is become my brother’s : for it was Shis
from the Lorp. 16 And now I ask
one petition of thee, 7deny me not. And
she said unto him, Say on. 17 And he
said, Speak, I pray thee, unto Solomon
the king, (for he will not say thee nay,)
that he give me 8Abishag the Shunam-
mite to wife. 18 And Bath-sheba said,
Well; °I will speak for thee unto the
king. 19 Bath-sheba therefore went
unto king Sclomon, to speak unto him
for Adonijah. And the king rose up to
meet her, and ¥bowed himself unto her,
and sat down on his throne, and caused
a 4seat to be set for the king’s mother;
and she sat on his llright hand, 20 Then
she said, I desire one %small petition of
thee; I pray thee, say me not nay.
And the king said unto her, Ask on,
my mother : for I will not say thee nay.
21 And she said, Let Abishag the
Shunammite be given to Adonijah thy
brother to wife. 22 And king Solomon
answered and said unto his mother,
And why dost thou ask Abishag the
Shunammite for Adonijah ? 12ask forhim
thekingdom also ; for he is mine Melder
brother ; even for him, and for 13Abiathar
the priest, and for Joab, the son of
Zeruiah. 23 Then king Solomon sware
by the Lorb, saying, God do so to me,
and more also, if Adonijah have not
spoken this word against his own life.

asee R.V, comment p. 108

LBy right of birth.

5 An exaggeration, The
support given to Adoni-
jah seems to have beon
imited.

8 Adonijah professes to be
resigned to God’s will.
Heb. *“''urn not away
thy face ” = Do not make
me hide my face in
shama at belng refused.

81t was not only the
beauty of Abishag that
influenced Adonijah, but
he was probsbly making
a0ther effort to obtain
the throne.

9 Bath-sheba fails to see
through his designs,

10 The gueen-mother in the
East is an importang
personage. Compare—

(1) Maachah, mother
of Asa, who was
styled queen dur-
ing the reign of her
son {xv. 13).

(2) Athallah, whose
power enabled her
to destroy all the
seed royal with the
exception of Joagh
(2 Kings xL 1).

i1The place of highest
honour.

12 Bath-gheba thinke the
request of Adonijah &
small matter.

13In the East a monarch
always sneceeds to his
R:edecessor's wives.,

he request was tanta-
mount to claiming the
throne.

14 Adonijah being theeldest
son of David made the
claim more conspicuous
and the design more
dangerous.

158olomon detects the
danger, and decides to
put to death Joab and
Abijathar, supporiers of
Adonijah in his former
conspiracy.

There i3 no evidence
that Abiathar and Joab
were concerned in this
Iaterscheme of Adonijah,
buat it was probable that
he was assured of their
sapporg.
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24 Now therefore, as the Lorp liveth,
which hath established me, anid set me on
the throne of David my father, and 16whe
hath made me an house, as he promised,
Adonijah shall be put to death this
day. 25 Andking Solomon sent by the
hand of 1"Benaiah the son of Jehoiada;
and he fell upon him that he 18died,

18 = continulng my pos-
terity — Rehoboam was
probably already born.

17The captain of the body-
guard often executed
gross offenders with his
own hand.

13 Justly, for he had for-
feited the conditions of
his previous pardon,

The Deposition of Abiathar from the Priesthood.

(Nor 1n CHRoNICLES),

26 And unto Abiathar the priest said
the king, Get thee to 'Anathoth, unto
thine own fields; for thou art ?worthy
of death: but I will not at this time
put thee to death, 3because thou barest
the ark of the Lord Gop before David
my father, and because thou hast been
afflicted in all wherein my father was
afflicted.” 27 So Solomon thrust out
Abiathar from being priest unto the
Lorp; that he might fulfil the word of
the Lorp, which he 4spake Sconcerning
the house of Eli in Shiioh.

L Because of t.hér 8
(Intro. p. Ixxvi.).
8 1 Sam, ii. 30-36.
The depositi
The erecti

of Abiathar dispenses with the doubl:
of the Temple cauged it Fq completely 4

-The Death of Joab.
(NoT 18 CHRONICLES.)

28 Then tidings came to Joab: for
Joab 1had turned after Adonijah, though
he turned not after Absalom. And
Joab fled unto the e®fabernacle of the
Lorp, and caught hold on the 3horns
of the 4altar. 29 And it was told king

a see R.V. comment p. 108

LA priestly city in the
tribe of Benjamin (In-
tro. p.1v.).

2 Deserving of death. .

3 Abiathar is spared not
because of his priestly
character, but because

(1) He bare the ark of
the Lord.

(@) When the ark wos
brought from the
house of Ohede-
dom to Jeruselem

(bg When David fled
rom Absalom (2

_Sam. xv. 29).

{2) He had been with
David in his early
wanderings.

committed by his sons Hophni end Phinehas at Shiloh

e nature of the priesthood.
isappear.

lie. Had taken the side of
Adonijah.

2 Tent.
Either the tabernacle at
Gibeon, and if so Joab
perished at the same
place where be had
slain Amasa; or the holy
tent which was on Zion.

S Hornsg, see nofe (i. 51).

4Joab claims sanctuary
as Adonijah bad done
(1. 61),
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[11. 30—35

Solomon that Joab was 5fled unto the
atabernacle of the Lorp; and, behold,
8he is by the altar. Then Solomon sent
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying,
- Go, fall upon him. 30 And Bemnaiah
came to the %abernacle of the Lorp,
and said unto him, Thus saith the
king, Come forth. And he said, Nay ;
but I will die here. And Benaiah
brought the king word again, saying,
Thus said Joab, and- thus he answered
me, 3I And the king said unto hin,
Do as he hath said, and fall upon him,
and bury him; that thou mayest take
away bthe Bimnocent blood, whick Joab
shed, from me, and from the house of
my father, 32 And the Lorp shall
return ®his blood upon his own head,
who fell upon two men  more rlghteous
and better than he, and slew them with
the sword, my father David ¥not know-
ing thereof, to wit, 11Abner the son' of
Ner, captain of the host of Israel, and
12Amasa the son of Jether, captain of the
host of Judah. 33 Their blood shall
therefore return upon the 3head of Joab,
and upon the head of his seed for ever :
but upon David, and upon his seed, and
upon his house, and upon his throne,
shall there be peace for ever from the
Lorp. 34 So DBenaiah the son of
Jehoiada Ywent up, and fell upon him,
and slew him: and he was buried in
his own house in the wilderness. 3g
And the king put Benaiah the son of
ehoiada ¥in his room over the host:
and 16Zadok the priest did the king put
in the room of Abiathar.

a see RV, comment p. 108
p- 108

b gee R.V. comment

5 The reagson for Joab's
flight is not mentioned.
Either he was guilty of
participating in the plot
of Adonijah, or feared
that Solomen would
seize the opportunity to
put him to death.

8 The claim of sanctuary
was not valid for &
murderer. If he refused
to come forth he must
be slain where he was.

“ But tf o man come
Dpresumptuously wpon his
neighbour to slay him
with guile; thou shall
take him _from mine
altar that he may die.”
(Ex, xxi. 14.)

74.e. With the honour due
to his distinguished
services as a warrior.

8Blood sghed without
cause. David had never
formally pardoned Joab.
As king it was David's
duty to avenge the blood
of Abmer and Amasa.
Till that was done the.
gnilt would lie wupon
David and his descend-
ants.

9i.e. The blood which
Joab had shed.

10Solomon emphasizcs
the fact that David was
innocent of the death of
Abner (2 Sam, iii. 28).

1! Apner (Intro. p. Ixxvil.),

12 Amasa (Intre. p. Ixxix.)

18In accordance with the
curse of David, ** Let it
rest on the head of
Joab, and all his father's
house” (8 Bam. iii, 29).

14 Bither to Gibeon, the
high place, where the
tabernacle was, or to the
holy tent on Mount Zion
which was higher than
the king's palace.

18 Mado Benalah
mander-in-chief.
16 Henceforth - Zadok had
the undivided high
g;msthood, previously he
d his post at Gibeon.

com-
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13

The Punishment and Death of Shimel

(Nor 18 CHROKICLES.)

36 And the king sent and called or
23Shimei, and said unto him, Build thee
an house in Jerusalem, and dwell there,
and go not forth thence any whither.
37 For it shall be, that on the day thou
goest out, and passest over the brook
3Kidron, thou shalt know for certain that
thou shalt surely die: thy blood shall
be upon thine own head. 38 And
Shimei said unto the king, The saying
is good : as my lord the king hath said,
so will thy servant do. And Shimei
dwelt in Jerusalem many days. 39 And
it came to pass at the end of three
years, that two of the servants of Shimei
ran away unto *Achish son of Maachah
king of Gath. And they told Shimei,
saving, Behold, thy ¥servants be in Gath.
40 And Shimei arose, and saddled his
ass, and went to 6Gath to Achish to
seek his servants: and Shimeil went,
and brought his servants from Gath.
41 And it was told Solomon that
Shimei had gone from Jerusalem: to
Gath, and was come again. 42 And
the king sent and called for Shimei,
and said unto him, Did I not make thee
to swear by the Lorp, and protested
unto thee, saying, Know for a certain,
on the day thou goest out, and walkest
abroad any whither, that thou shalt
surely die? and thou saidst unto me,
The word that 1 have heard is good.

43 Why then hast thou not kept the .

oath of the Lorp, and the command-
ment that I have charged thee with?
44 The king said moreover to Shimei,
Thou knowest all the wickedness which

1 From Bahurim (v. B)
Bolomon intended to
keep Shimei under his
own eye.

2 Shime{ (Intro. p. xc.), was
of the family of Baul.
Solomon may reasonably
have had doubts of his -
fidolity. Shimei had
curged David on his flight
before Absalom (2 Sam.
xvi, 7-14), and his enmity
to the house of David
wouid be notorious.
Solomon ie determined
to suppress all designg
against his power.

$ Kidron (Intro. p.xeiii).

Kidron is mentioned

s%eci.ﬁcally becausge

Shimei would bave to

¢rogs it on his way to

Bahurim, but it i8 evi-

dent (verse 42) that he

wag practically limited

to Jerugalem and the im-

mediate neighbourhood,

Shimei accepts the con-

ditions 50 he cannot com-

piuin of his fute.

Achigh (Intro, p. ixxviil)

may be eitherthe Achish

to whom David tled on

two occasions (1 Sam, xxi.

10; xxvii. 2), who was the

son ofMaoch orMaachha,

but more probably his
grandson,forDavid's first
flight to Gath was fifty
years before this. The
names Achish and

Maachah seem to have

been used alternately in

the royal house of Gath.

5 The servants may have
bheen Philistines.

61n going to Gath it would
not be necessary {0 crofs
the Kidron.

Thus Shimei was con
fined to Jerusalem {se¢
. 37).

'S
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1 i i 7 { 78¢6 2 Sam, xvi. 7-14. On
thine heart is privy to, 7Tthat thou didst Hoo 2 Bam. avl 114, 1D

to David my father : therefore the Lorp David had pardoned

shall return thy wickedness upon thine | B Goam. xiz, 2

ad: And kin, 1 n shall mon would make it
own he 45 <ing Solomo ha appear that Shimei had

beg blessed, and -th& 8throne of David subsequently exhibited
shall be established before the Lorp | Lisbitterenmitytomnrds
for ever. 46 So the king commanded | had not beon grateful for
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; which | gHaperdon . .

went out, and fell upon him, that he | ®Solomon had now re.
died. ?And the kingdom was established conspirators, ang  his

. kingdom was therefore
in the hand of Solomon. oo coforthis o lishals

Solomon’s Marriage.with Pharaoh’s Daughter. He still sacr.fices
" in the High Places.
2 GHRONIC;ES L 3.

, ol i H L Alliance by marriage.
3. And Solomon made !affinity with | jflliance by marriage all

2Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took gi};l;gaﬁ oftEgypt..

s ; e first mention since
Pharaoh’s daughter, and brought her the Exodus of any rela.
vinto. the 3city of David, until he had tions between the Is-
) E g hi h raelites and  Egypt.
made an end of building his own house, Solomon was_powstful
- enough to_court the

and the house of the Lorp, and the alliance of Egypt.
wall of Jerusalem round about, 2 Only | sPart of Jerusalem, the

: PN tern portion of Zion,
the people sacrificed in high places,:| {fore the Tomole was

because there was nc house built unto afterwards bnilt. The
princess dwelt there

the name of the Lorp, until those days. until the house for Solo-
mon wag built.
3 And Solomon loved the L.orp, walk- o was bullt. it for

ing in the statutes of David his father : Pharaoh’s dsughter was
close to it, and outside

only he sacrificed and burnt incense in the ciby of David.
ad}; S8he probably embraced
hlg h P laces. J udafsm, for there is no

ases R.V. comment p. 108. é%‘(’ln&gnl_gg.ﬂ? Egyptian
Solomoen is not censured for this marrisage.
4 High places {see p. 123).
Note.—The king of Egypt i3 supposed to have been either Psusenes, tho .ar*
king of this dynasty, or his predecessor Psinaces

Solomon sacrifices at Gibeon. God appears to him in a dream.
2 CHBONICLES I. 7-13.

3 131 1Gibeon (Intro, p. 1xi.).
4 And the king went to Gibeon to The tabernacle was

sacrifice there ; for that was the great | ihere.
high place : a thousand burnt offerings
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did Solomon offer upon that %altar,
5 In Gibeon the Lorp appeared to
Solomon in a dream by night: and God
said, 3Ask what I shall give thee. 6 And
Solemon said, Thou hast shewed unto
thy servant David my father great
2 mercy, according as he walked before
thee in truth, and in righteousness, and
in uprightness of heart with thee; and
thou hast kept for bim this great kind-
ness, that thou hast given him a son to
sit on his throne, as it is this day. 7
And now, O Lorp my God, thou hast

made thy servant king instead of David

my father: and I am but a 4little child:
I know not $how to go out or come in.
8 And thy servant is in the midst of
thy people which thou hast chosen, a
great people, that cannot be numbered
por counted for multitude. g Give
therefore thy servant ai understanding
‘heart to %judge thy people, that I may
discern between good and bad : for who
is able to judge this thy so great a
people? 10 And the speech pleased
the Lord, that Solomon had asked this
thing. 11 And God said unto him, Be-
cause thou hast asked 7this thing, and
hast not asked for thyself long life;
neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor
hast asked the life of thine enemies;
but hastasked for thyself understanding
to discern judgment; 12 Behold, I have
done according to thy words : lo, I have
given thee a 8wise and an understanding
heart; so that there was none like thee
before thee, neither after thee shall any
arise like unto thee. 13 And I have
also given thee that which thou hast

a sea R, Y, comment p. 109,
conditional.
years, but was not much over §0 when he died.

fSolomon did not entirely keep God’s stalutes.

3{e. the brazen altar (2
Chron. i. 5).
Additions from Chromn-
icles—

1. Solomon invited all
‘““the chief of the
fathers’ houses” of
the nation te go
with him to Gibeon.
They accepted the
invitation.

2. The tabernpcle of
Moses and the
brazen altar were
at Gibeon, and the
ark at Jerusalem.

3. God appeared to
Solomon  Guring
the night succeed-
ing the sacrifices.

Omissions—

1. The promise of long
lite conditional on
obedience.

8. The offering of
sacrifices and the
sacrificial feast at
Jerusalem on his
reburn {v. 15).

8The guestion is put as a
test to Bolomon—to try
and to prove him.

48poken figuratively =
young and inexperienced.
Solomon’s age is esti-
mated at from 17 to 23,

& A proverbial phrase =
how to conduct my life.
8Judging was an import-
ant part of the duties of

an eastern monarch.

TSolomon asked for wis-
dom. He did not ask for

(1) Long life, for that

is in God’s hands.

(2) Riohes, for theyara

& doubtful bless-

ing,

(3) The lfe of his
enemies, for that
would be to be
revengeful,

8(3od grants him .

(1) A wise »nd under-
standing heart.

(2) Riches and honour.

(8) Long life, on condi-
tion that he kept
God’s statntes.

The first two promises

were unconditional, and

were fulfilled.

The last promise was
He reigned forty
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’ 3
not asked, both riches, and honour: so |
that there shall not be any among the
kings like unto thee all thy days. 14
And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to
keep my statutes and my command-
ments, as thy father David did walk, | *Godswill wasfrequontly

conveyed by dreams.

then I will lengthen thy days. 15 And { Thus!

Solomon awoke ; and, behold, it was a (@) In the early siages
?dream. © And he came to Jerusalem, (1) Abraham (Gen.
and stood before the ark of the covenant ® Taceb at Bethel
of the Lorp, and offered up burnt (Gon. xxviil. 12
offerings, and offered peace offerings, (8) Joseph's  two
and made a 1%east to all his servants. e A

(b) To others than [sraslites:
(1) Abimelech (Gen. xx. 3-T).
(2) Laban (Gen. xxxi. 24),
{3) The butler and baker of Pharach 1n prison {Gen. x1, 5-23).
(4) To Pharaoh (Gen. xli. 1-8). It
{5) To the Midianite previous to Gideon's assault on the camp (Judges vii, 13).
(0) To others: :
(1) Nathan, with reference to David buildirg & house for ithe Lord (3 Sam,
vii. 2-7).
(2) Nebuchadnezzar thrice (Dan, ii. 1; iv. 10, 18)
{3) Samuel (1 8am. 1ii. 3-15).
(4) Daniel (Dan. ii. 19 ; vii. 1).
(@) In the Gospels : X
{1) The four dreams to Joseph (8t. Matt. i. and iL).
(2) The Magi (S5. Matt. . 12).
(3) Pllate’s wife (xxvii. 19). -
10 A pacrificial feast which was allowed by the law to follow peace-offerings (see
note viii 63, 64). R .

Solomon’s Judgment hetween the Two Women.
{Nor m CHRONICLES.)

16 Then came there two women, that The “judgment of Solo-

were harlots, unto the king, and stood. g;"“'i}xi:m%iﬁf“ Lere as
before him. 17 And the one woman wisdom.

. : The quality needed in a
said, O my lord, I and this womarn judge in ancient times

dwell in one house ; and I was delivered was the power of gatting
: H 3 1. tr ] t.
of a child with her in the house. 18 | 2 ‘the fruth in ine

And it came to pass the third day after and in spite cgf’f;-jurhyl.
: : ere are -
that I was delivered, that this woman m,n]cesof sluch ingenauity
i . . in classical writers.
was delivered also; and we were to For “nciancos of tho
practice of Eastern monarchs ordjudge: sitting at. the gate of the city to hear
cases brought before them for judgment, see— .
(1) The dgcisiou of the elders as rega.rd's Boaz and Ruth (Ruth iv. 11),
(9) Absalom meeting the Israclites ns they went for judgment (2 Sam, Xv. 2).
(3) David sitting in the gate at the bidding of Joab after the defeat of Absalom
(2 Sam. xix. 8). A .
The practice was enjoined by the Mosaic Law {Deut. xxi. 19).
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gether ; lthere was no stranger with us
in the house, save we two in the house,
19 And this woman’s child died in ths
night; because she 2overlaid it. 2o
And she arose at midnight, and toock
my son from beside me, while thine
handmaid slept, and laid it in her bosom,
and laid her dead child in my bosom.
21 And when T rose in the morning to
give my child suck, behold, it was dead:
but when I 3had considered it in the
morning,behcld,it was not my son,which
I did bear. 22 And the other woman
said, Nay; but the living is my son,
and the dead isthy son. And thissaid,
No; but the dead is thy son, and the
living is my son. Thus they spake
before the king. 23 Thensaid the king,
The one saith, This is my son that
liveth, and thy son is the dead : and-the
.other saith, Nay; but thy son is the
dead, and my son is the living. 24
And the king said, Bring me a
sword. And they brought a sword
before the king. 25 And the king
said, Divide the living child in
two, and give half to the one, and
half to the other. 26 Then spake the
woman whose the living child was unto
the king, *for her bowels yearned upon
her son, and she said, O my lord, %give
her the living child, and in no wise slay
it.  But the other said, Letit be neither
mioe nor thine, but divide it. 27 Then
the king answered and said, 8Give her
the living child, and in no wise slay it:
she is the mother thereof. 28 7And all
Israel heard of the judgment which the
king had judged; and they feared the
king : for they saw that the 8wisdom of
God was in him, to do judgment.
7

148 they were alone.
Thus she had no witness
to refute the story of the
1alse mother.

84.e. turned over in bed
and go smothered 1t
whilst both mother and
child were asleop.

8 When she was able to
examine the child in the
light of day.

4 Ap expresgion to denote
strong feeling. So
Joseph *his bowels did
yearn upon his brother”
{Gen. xliii. 30). The
bowels were supposed tc
Le the seat of the

emotion. We speak of
“our hearts urning
within us.”

5 The mother’s love will
not consent to see the
child put to death.

¢ Solomon evidently re-
peats the words of the
mother, reflecting what
they meant, and then
suddenly pronounces his
judgment, * She (i.e. the
one who would not see
the child killed) must be
the mother.”

TSuch a judgment, pe-
cnliarly fitted to impress
Orientals, had a great
effect upon the people.

8 Divine wisdom—i.e. wis-
dom given by God.
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[1v. 1—1I3

4. 1So king Solomon was king over
2 And these were the
8princes which he had ; Azariahathe son

3ali  Israel.

of 4Zadok the priest.

Ahiah, the sons of 8Shisha, 8scribes;

Jehoshaphat the son
corder.

friend.

Abda was over the

Solomon had 4twelve officers over 18all
®Israel, which provided victuals for the
king and his household : each man bkis
thonth in a year made provision.
.these are their names: The son of Hur,
in %mount Ephraim: g The son of
Dekar, in Makaz, and in Shaalbim, and

Beth-shemesh, and

1o The son of Hesed, in Aruboth; to
him pertained Sochoh, and all the land
11 The son of Abinadab,

of Hepher:
in all the region of

Taphath the daughter of Solomon to
12 Baana the son of Ahilud; to
him pertained Taanach and Megiddo,

wife.

and all Beth-shean,

tanah benecath Jezreel, from Beth-shean
to Abel-meholah, even unto the place
thatis beyond Jokneam :
amoth-gilead; to him
pertained the towns of Jair the son of

of Geber, in

a see R.V.comment g 109,

comuwent p. 10%

4 And fBenaiah, the son of
Jehoiada was over the host : and 9Zadok
and Abiathar were the priests.
Azariah the son of ?Nathan was over the
officers: and Zabud the son of Nathan
was principal officer, and the king’s
6 And Ahishar was over the
household : and Adoniram the son of

Solomon's Officers,
(Nor 1w CHBONICLES.)

3 Elihoreph and

of Ahilud, the 7re-

5 And

al¥fyibute, 7 And
8 And
Elon-beth-hanan :

7Dor; which had-

which is by Zar-

13 The son

b pee R.V.

cees R.Y.

1For list of officers see

, Xi.
his chapter has refer-
ence to the middle period
of the reign, for two
officers had married
daughters of the king
{v. 11 and 15).
2all, is emphatic. The
book was compiled after
the d.vision of the
kingdom.

8 Officers of the first rank.

4The prlest refers to
Azariah (Intro. p. 1xxX.),
not Zadok., He was the
grandson of Zadok.

5 Shisha = Sheva (2 Sam.
xx., 25), or Shavsha (1
Chron, xviii, 16).

6 Scribes secretaries of
state.

7 Rocorder = remembran-
cer or chromicler, who
kept the state records.

8Intro. p. l1xxxi.

9 Intro. p. xeii.
10 Nathan (Table p. xecvi.),
probably the King's

brother, for Nathan, the
prophet, always has his
title, * the prophet.”

il Privy councillor and
chief adviser; the same
title is epplied to Hushai
(2 Sam. xv. 37).

12 Adoniram or
Intro. p. Ixxviil.

1B Tribute = levy (R.V.);
the forced labour of
chap, v. 13,

14 T'welve- officers assigned
to twelve districts who
had severally to muke
provision for the King's
household s month In
the year. The contribu-
tions were in kind, notin
money.

18Note. — No requisition
was made from Judah,
Solomon’s preference for
Judah was the great
cause of the revolt in the
reign of Rehoboam.

Adoram.

18The hill ecountry of
BEphraim = trihe of
Ephrain.

17 In the tribe of Dan.
For the cities and their
situation see In'ro. Geo-
graphical Notes.
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Manasseh, which are in Gilead; to him
also pertained the region of 8Argob,
which is in Bashan, threescore great
cities with walls and brasen bars: 1
Ahinadab the son of Iddo had Maha-
naim: 15 19Abimaaz was in Naphtali;
he also took Basmath "the daughter of
Solomon te wife: 16 Baanah the son
of 22Hushai was in Asher and in Aloth:
17 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in
issachar: 18 Shimei the son of Elab,
in Benjamin: 1g 22Geber the son of
Uri was in the country of Gilead, in
the country of 22Sihon king of the
Amorites, and of **Og king of Bashan ;
and he was the only officer which was
in the land. 20 Judah and Israel Zwere
many, as the sand which is by the sea
m multitude, eating and drinking, 24and
making merry.

The Extent of Sclomon’s Kingdom, His

(NoT 1N CHRONICLES.)

2t And Solomon @lyeigned cver Zall
kingdoms from the pver unto the land
of the Philistines, and unto the border
of Egypt : they *brought presents, and
served Solomon all the days of his life.
22 And Solomon’s provision for one
day was thirty Smeasures of fine flour,
and threescore measures of meal, 23
Ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of
the pastures, and an hundred sheep,

@ 880 R.V, comment p. 109. bsee R.V. comment

p. 109,

{3) East, to the river Buphrates.
(4) West, to the Mediterranean.
Fulfilling the prophecy of Joshua.

18The Trachonitis of she
Gospals.

19 The son of Zadok (Intro
p. Ixxix.),

20 David's friend and conn-
sellor (2 Sam. xv. 37)

2lGeber was the only
officer for the district
east of Jordan. Though
extensive it was thiuly
populated, Hence
possibly one officer was
sufficient.

23Kings conquered by
Moses (Deut. ii. iii.).

2 Prosperous and increas-
ingin number.

24 In peace, conteuted and
happy. with o foes to
disturb therm.

Daily Houseliold.

1 Ruled over,
2These were dependent
kingdoms, tributaries to
Solomon, who was their
suzersin (see verse 24).
8The River, 7.e. the Lu-
phrates,
4An Eastern expresgion
for paying tribute.
60or = 10 ephahs or baths
apiece (see p: 125) =
28,000 1bs. of bread.
Extent of Sclomon’s Do-
minions—
(1) North, beyond Da-
mascus. )
(2) South, to the border
of Egypt.

“ From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river
Euplrates, all the land of the Hitiites, and unto the greai sea, loward the going

down of the sun, shall be your coast” (Josh. 1. 4).
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[1v. 24—31

beside harts and Proebucks and Sfallow-
deer, and fatted fowl. 24 For ke had
dominion over all the region on this
side 7the ¢river, from 8Tiphsah even to
9Azzak, over all the kings on this side
the ¢river : and he* had ‘peace on all
sides round about him. 25 And °Judah
fand ‘Israel dwelf safely, llevery man
;uarder his vine and under his fig tree,
rfrom 12Dan even to 18Beer-sheba, all the
rdays of Solomon. 26 And Solomon
had forty thousand stalls of horses. for
his chariots, and twelve thousand horse-
men. =27 And 4those officers provided
victual for king Solomon,” and for all
that came unto kimg Solomon’s table,
every man in his month: ey lacked
nothing. 28 Barley also and straw for
the horses and eSdromedaries brought
they unto.the place where the officers
were, every man according to his

charge.
baee B.V, commemt p, 109, ¢see R.V. comment
p. 109. dsee R.V. ¢see R.V.

8 Gazelles.
7 Buphrates.

8 Thapsacus
Lxxiv.). .

9 Gaza (Intro. p. 1xi)), one
of the five great cities
of the Palestines, and
the most southern of
the five.

WWe note all through
the lives of David and
Solomon & distinetion
between Judah and
Israel.

11An expression denoting
peace and prosperity.

WIntro. p. 1x. 18 Intro.
p. lvii. ~ From the ex-
treme north to the
extreme south (Judges
xx.1). This was the extent
of the kingdom proper,,
the kings and countries
beyond were tributaries.

44.e. the officers (verscs
8-19).

(Intro, p.

W Swift steads (see R.V.)

Solomon’s Fame for Wisdom.

{(Nor 18 CHRONICLES,)

29 And God gave Solomon !wisdom
and understanding exceeding much,
and 2largeness of heart, even as the
¥sand that is on the sea shore, 30 And
Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom
of all the children of 8the “cast country,
and all the wisdom of Egypt. 31 For
he was wiser than all men ; than $Ethan
the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol,

a see R.V. comment p. 108

§Bither—

1 Keen perception in diffi-
cult matters, e.g. his
judgment (iil. 16-28).

2 A great intellect.

8 A proverbial expression
for a quantity which
cannot be numbered.

4¢The East (see R.V.) The
Chaldeans and Arabians,
were early famed for
their knowledge of
astronomy. Job was* the
greatest oj ail the men of
the East™ (Job i 3).

The Egyptians were
learned in geometry and
natniral seience.

(1) Men of antiquity, and if o may they not have been the four sons ot Zerah,
the son of Judah (1 Chron. ii. §). If so, their names must have been handed

down. Or,

(2) Contemporaries with Solomon. Amongst the singers of David we find the

names of Ethan and Hesnan (1 Chron, xv, 18).
Bus nothing for certain is known of these men.
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and Darda, the sons of Mahol ; and his
fame was in all nations round about,
32 And he spake S6three thousand
proverbs : and his songs were a
thousand and five: 33 And he spake
of trees, from the 7cedar tree that is
in Lebanon even unto the 8hyssop that
springeth out of the wall : he spake
also of %beasts, and of fowl, and of
creeping things, and of fishes. 34 And
there came of all ¥people to hear the
wisdom of Solomon, from all kings of
the earth, which had heard of his

wisdom,

8 Intro. p. xvi.

7TThe most noble tree ol
Palestine.

8 A moss or creeper upon
& wall,
The phrase includes the
whole vegetable worid.
Solomon was a botanist,
and knew the virtues or
healing properties of the
various planta.

9 The four great classes of
the animal kingdom.

Solomon was a naturalist.

10People, better “ peoples ™
or “ nations.”

Alliance with Hiram. Preéparations for the Temple.

{2 CHRONICLES 11. 3-16.)

6. And 'Hiram king of 2Tyre 3sent
his servants unto Solomon ; for he had
heard that they had anointed him king
in the room of his father ; for Hiram
was ever a lover of David. 2 And
Solomon sent to Hiram saying, 3
Thou knowest how that David my
father 4could not build an house unto
the name of the L.orp his God for the
wars which were about him on every
side, until the Lorp put them Sunder
the soles of his feet. 4 But now the
Lorp my God hath given me Srest on
every side, so that there is neither
adversary nor evil Toccurrent. 5 And,
pehold, I purpose to build an house

unto the name of the Lorp my God,
as the LorD spake unto David my
father, saying, 8Thy son, whom I will
set upon thy throne in thy room, he
shall build an house unto my name.
6 Now therefore command thou that

1Intro. p. xL

2 Infre. p. x1.

8To congratulate him or
his nceession.
See 2 Sam. vii,
For the people of Tyre
bad sent cedar wood to
David in hig preparations
for the Temple (I Chron.
xxii. 4.)

4 Thou shalt not build
an house for mi name,
because thow hast been a
man of war and hast shed
blood” (1 Chron. xxviii. 3).

& Completely subdued
them.

880 now Solomon ceuld
turn hig attention to the
building of God’s house.

70ccurrence.

82 Bam, vii.12,13: * When
thy days be fulfilled,
and thow shalt sleep with
thy fathers, T will set up
thy seed after thee, and
I wil] establish his king-
dom.  He shall butld an
lowes for my name, and
Twill stablish the throne
of hie kingdom for ever.”
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they hew me %cedar trees out of
Lebanon ; and my servants shall be
with thy servants: and unto thee will
I give hire for thy servants according
to all that thou shalt appoint : for
thou knowest that there is not among
us any that 0can skill to hew timber
like unto the Sidonians. 7 And it
came to pass, when Hiram heard the
words of Solomon, that he rejoiced
greatly, and said,
Lorp this day, which hath given unto
David a wise son over this great
people. 8 And Hiram sent to Solomon,
saying, I have considered the things
which thou sentest to me for: and I
will do all thy desire concerning timber
of cedar, and concerning timber of fir.
9 My servants shall bring them down
from Lebanon unto the sea: and I will
& convey them by sea in “floats unto the
place that thou shait appoint me, and
will cause them to be ¥2discharged there,
and thou shalt receive them: and thou
shalt accompiish my desire, in giving
food for my household. 10 So Hiram
gave Solomon Cfcedar trees and fir trees
according to all his desire. 11 And
Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand
¥measures of wheat for food to his
household, and twenty measures of
Hpure oil : thus gave Solomon to Hiram
year by year. 12 And the L.orp gave
Solomon wisdom, as he promised him :
and there was peace between Hiram
and Solomon : and they two made a
league together.

asee RV. comment p. 110, b gee R.V. 110, ¢ see
R.V. comment p. 110.

Blessed be the .

2 8olomon asks:

(1) For cedar trees frem
Lebanon (fir and
algum are added
in Chronicles),

(2) 4 man_cunning to
work tn gold, &c.
(2 Chron. ii. 7).

He promises :

(1) That his workmen
should help Hiram's
workmen.

(2) That he would pays
yearly return for
the timber and the
services of the
workmen.

(See verse 11).

10 Are skilful.

The answer was in writ-
ing (2 Chron. ii. 11-16),
where Hiram not only
acknowledges the Lord
God of Israel as a real
god, but confesses that
He i3 “ the maker of
heaven and earth.”

Hiram gent Solomon
a skilled workman (2
C]l;ron. ii. 18) (Intro. p.
x11.),

11 Rafts=The timber way
brought from Lebanon
to the sen, then brought
round by rafts to Joppa
(2 Chron. ii. 16) to save
the cost ang difficulty of
carriage by land.

12 Broken up there, {.e. the
beams composing the
rafts were unfastened
and transported singly
overland.

13 Cor = 10 ephahd or baths.
The payment in Chroni-
cles is
20,000 meagures of wheat.
20,000 measuresof baxley.
20,000 baths of wine,
20,000 baths of oil.

1 Pure, lit. ¥ beaten,” d.e
oil extracted from olves
by pounding them in n
movtar, and not fy
means of the ordinar:
oil press. Buch oil woruld
be very costly.
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The Forced Levy of Labourers and Workmen.

(2 CmrorNicLES I1. 1-2 aND 17-18))

13 And king Solomon raised a llevy
out of all Israel; and the levy was
%thirty thousand men. 14 And he sent
them to Lebanon, ten thousand a
month by courses : a month they were
in Lebanon, and two months at home :
and 8Adoniram was over the levy. 15
And Solomon had 4threescore and ten
thousand that bare burdens, and four-
score thousand hewers in the mountains;
16 Beside the chief of Solomon’s officers
which were over the work, Sthree
thousand and three hundred, which
ruled over the people that wrought in
the work. 17 And the king com-
manded, and %they brought gveat stones,
costly stones, and hewed stones, to lay
the foundation of the house. 18 And
Solomon’s  builders and Firam’s
builders did hew them, and the ¥stone-
squarers : so they prepared timber and
stones to build the house.

a gee R.V.commentp. 110. bseeR.V.comment p.110.

1 = Forced labour.

280,000 Istaelites, who
were forced to labour
without pay in three
divisions of 10,000 at o
time, one month in thres,
Samuel had foretcld that
the kings would make
such demands upon the
people (1 Bam. viii. 16).
Tha labour, being forced,
was hateful to the
Israelises.

It would appear that
Judah was free from this
forced labour,

This oppression of Israel
and the freedom of
Judah was one of the
main causes of the
schism in Rehoboam's
Teign.

8Intro. p. Ixxviii,

€ These weore not Isrunel-
ites, bub saliens, the
survivors of the old

~Canaapite nations (2
Chron. ii. 17),

5The number is given in
Chronicles as 3,600,
Gebalites (see R.V. and
margin of A.V.), the
inhebitants of Gebal, the
nearest town to the cedar
forest of Lebanon.

Commencement, of the Temple, Its Dimensions.

(2 CHRONICLES III, 1-4))

6. And it came to pass in the Mour
hundred and eightieth year after the
children of Israel were come out of the
land of Egypt, in the 2fourth year of
Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the
month 3Zif, which is the second month,
that he began to build the 4house
of the Lord. 2 And the house which

[(4) Becond day of the month (2 Chron, iii, 2,))

1Septuagint gives 440th
year. On chronology, see
p. 126,
4Three years hed- been
spent in preparation.
82if or Ziv (splendour)
corresponds tc our May,
The dates are very mi-
.nutely given—
(1) 480th year from the
HExodus,
(2) 4th year of the relgn
(3) Becond month of
the year.

¢ The site was Mount Moriah: the exact spot being $he threshing-floor of Ornan or

Araunah the Jebusite (2 Chron, iii. 1),

David purchased the place from Araunah for saerifice {2 Sam. xxiv. 16-25).
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king Solomon built for the Lord, Sthe
length thereof was threescore cubits,
and the breadth thereof twenty cubits,
and the height thereof thirty cubits. 3
And the ®porch before 7the temple of the
house, twenty cubits was the length
thereof, according to the breadth of the
house ; and ten cubits was the breadth
thereof before the house, 4 And for
the house he made 8windows of %narrow
lights. 5 And against the wall of the
house he built ¥chambers round about,
against the walls of the house round
about, both of the temple and of the
Woracle: and he made hambers round
about: 6 The nethermost chamber
was five cubits broad, and the middle
was six cubits broad, and the third was
seven cubits broad: #for without in the
wall of the house he made navrowed
Myests round about, that the beams
12should not be ¢fastensd in the walls of
the house. 7 And the house, when it
was in building, was built of 13stone
made ready fbefore 4t was brought
thither : so that there was Ilneither
hammer nor ax nor any tool of iron
heard in the house, while it was in
building, 8 1%The door for the 18middle
chamber was in the right side of the
house : and they went up with winding
stairs into the middle echamber, and out
of the middle into the third. 9 So he
built the house, and finished it; and
covered the house with beams and
boards of cedar. 10 And then he built
bchambers against all the house, five
cubits high: and they rested con the
house with timber of cedar,

asee R.V. comment p,110. b see R.V.comment p.110
¢ see R.V. comment p. 110. 4 see R.V. comment p. 111.
¢ see R.V. commentp.111. f sea R.V.comment p. 111.

8The Temple was twice
the sige of the Taber-
nicle. (For deseription
and plan gee Intro. p.x1v.)

Taking the cubibt as 18
~ inches.
Length 60 cubits, 90 ft.
Breadth 20 cubits, 30 ft.
Height 30 cubits, 45 £,
€ The Porch was exactly
the same breadth us the
Temple, and extended 10
cubits 15 [t. in front of
the Temple. Its height
is given as 120 cubits=
180 feet. ’
1The Temple of theHouse=
the Holy Place.

8 Windows of fixed lattice
work, ie open lat-
tice work letting in light
and air, but not able to
be open. They were
clerestory windows in
the wall above the cham-
bers. There were no
windows to the Holy of
Holies, which appears to
have been quite dark.

¥ Chambers—R.V. stories.

10The oracle = The Holy
of Holies.

i1 Ledges R.V.rebatements,
the firat five, the second
ten, and third fifteen
cubits from the ground,
and each one cubit wide,
forming the rests for the
floor beams of the stories
and the roof of the third
story (see Plan, p. 1.).
The chambers were for
the use of the priests and
for storing the Temple
furniture.

128hould not have hold:
No breach was uade
in the wall. Thus these
stories or chambers did
not form part of the
actual Temple.

13 The stones were prepared
and fitted at the quarries,
8o that they were put in
their places without
Toise.

U Following the spirit of
the command not * to 1ift
any iromn tool” on the
stones of an altar, {Ex.
xx, 25 ; Deut. xxvii, 5).

15 Explains how the differ-
ent chambers were
reached (see Plun,p. 1.}

18 Middle chamber = cham
ber on the first floor.
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God’s Promise to Solomon and the People of Israel

(NoT 1x CHRONTOLES.)

11 And the word of the Lorp lcame
to Solomon, saying, 12 Concerning
this house which thou art in bailding,
2f thou wilt walk in my statutes, and
execute my judgments, and keep all my
commandments to walk in them ; then
will T éperform my 3word with thee,
which I spake unto David thy father:
13 And I will*dwell among the children
ot Israel, and will not forsake my
people Israel.

a see R.V. commment p. 111,

1How we do not know;
whether by dream or by
the word of & prophet, is
not told us.

2The condition invariably
attached to God’'s
promises.

8 Namely—

{1) That he shouid be
succeeded by one
of his sons (8 Sam.
vil. 12; Pa. cxxxii.

11).

(@) “ Their childrsn
ghall sit upon thy
throne for ever-
more"” (Ps.cxxXxii.12),

(3) That the children of Israel should be no more aflicted by their enemies

(2 Bam, vii. 10).
4 A spiritual indwelling 18 intended.

Description of the Interior of the Holy Place and the Holy

of Holies.

(2 CHRONICLES TII. 5-9.)

14 So Solomon built the house, and
finished it. 15 And he built the walls
of the house Iwithin with boards of
cedar, both the floor of the house, and
the walls of the ceiling: and he
covered them on the inside with
wood, and covered the 2floor of the
house with planks of fir. 16 And
he built twenty cubits on the ®3sides
of the house, both the floor and the
walls with boards of cedar: he even
built them for it within, even for the
toracle, even for the most holy place.
17 And the Shouse, that is, the temple
before it, was forty cubits long. 8
And the cedar of the house within was
carved with 8knops and open flowers :
all was cedar ; there was no stone seen.
19 And the Toracle he prepared in the

asee RV,

1The whole was lined
within with cedar.

9The flooring was of fir.
The whola was overlaid
with gold {verse 22).
374, On the hinder part
of the house, 4e. at
twenty cubits from the
extreme end, waa erocted
a partition of cedar wood
dividing the house into
two parts.
(1) The Holy Place, 40
cubits by 20.
(2) The Most Holy Place,
20 eubite by 20.
4 Oracle==Most Holy Place.
8 Tlae Holy Place.

6 Enops, margin *gourds,"
i.e. carved decorations,
imitations of gourds.

TThe Most k oly Place.
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house within, to set there the 8ark of the
covenant of the Lorp, 20 %4nd the
oracle in the forepart was twenty cubits
in length, and twenty cubits in breadth,
and twenty cubits in the height thereof :
and he overlaid it with pure gold; band
5o covered the Waltar which was of
cedar. 21 So Solomon loverlaid the
house within with pure gold : and ®%he
made a partition by the chains of gold
before the ovacle ; and he overlaid it
with gold. 22 And the whole house
he overlaid with gold, until he had
finished all the house: also the whole
altar that was by the oracle he overlaid
with gold.

agee R.V. bgee R.Y. comment p. 111, ¢ see R.V.

The Cherubim,

8 At present in the city of
David (iii. 15).

9 Or, within the oracle
was a space of twenty
cubits, <.e. the space
within the oracle was
twenty cubits each way.
Thus it was a perfect
cube.

10 4.¢. the altar of incensse,
in the Holy Place, stand-
ing in front of the veil
which - separated the
Holy Place from the
Most Holy Place.

11t was cased with cedar
{v. 20}, and overlaid with
gold (v. 22).

124 golden chain to go
across the entrance to
tbe Most Holy Place, an
edditional gnard against
intrusion,

(2 CrroxwrcLEs 1, 10-12)

23 And within the oracle he made
two lcherubims of olive tree, each ten
cubits high, 24 And five cubits was
the one wing of the cherub, and five
cubits the other wing of the cherub:
from the uttermost part of the one
wing unto the uttermost part of the
other were ten cubits. 25 And the
other cherub was ten cubits: both the
cherubims were of one measure and
one @%ize. 26 The height of the one
cherub was ten cubits, and so was it of
the other cherub., 27 And he set the
cherubims within the inner house: and
they stretched forth the wings of the
cherubims, so that the wing of the one
touched the one wall, and the wing
of the other cherub touched the other
wall; and their wings touched c¢ne

a see R.V.

1Heb, Cherub haas plural
Cherubim.
Cherubim in the Taber-
nascle of Moses:

(1) Of pure gold.

{2) Size not stated.

(3) They faced each
other,

(4) Their wings over-
shadowed ¢the
mercy seant.

Chernbim in the Temple:

(1) Of olive wood, ovex-
laid with pure gold,

(2) Ten ecubits high—
wings, each four
cubits.

{3) They faced the
gsnctuary looking
towards the Holy
Place.

(4) Their inner wings
me$ gbove the ark,
and their outer
wings touched the
side walls. Thus
the four wings ex-
tended across the
whole width of the
Most Holy Place,

28ize = form. All  we
know of their form ia
that they were “ winged.”
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another in the midst of the house, 28
And he overlaid the cherubims with
gold, 29 And he carved all the walls
of the house round about with carved
figures of cherubims and palm trees
and open flowers, within and without.
30 3And the floor of the house he over-
laid with gold, within and without.

8i,0. Both in the Inner
chamber, the Holy of
Holies, and the outer
chamber, the Holy Place.

The Doors for the Most Holy Place, and for the Holy Place:

The Inner Court.
(Nor 18 CHRONICLES.)

31 And for the lentering of the oracle
he made doors of olive tree: the lintel
and side posts were a #fifth part of the
wall, 32 The 3two doors also were of
olive tree; and he carved upon them
carvings of cherubims and palm trees
and open flowers, and overlaid them
with gold, and spread gold upon the
cherubims, and upon the palm trees.
33 So also made he for the door of the
temple posts of olive tree, a fourth part
of the wall. 34 4And the two doors were
of fir tree : the two leaves of the one
door were folding. And the two leaves
of the other door were folding. 35 And
he carved thereon cherubims and palm
trees and open flowers: and covered
them with gold fitted upon the carved
work, 36 And he built the finner court
with three rows of hewed stone, and a
tow of cedar beams.

1 Equivalent to the whole
doorway.

2 Thus tge doorway was
four cubits high and four
cubits broad.

8 Lintel, doorposts and
doors wers of olive wood,
overlaid with gold.

4The doors were evidently
in four pavts, ie two
leaves, each folding into
The doorway and doors
of the Holy Place were
of precisely the same
pettern, dimensions, and
matberial as those of the
Most Holy Place.

& The inner court was the
court of the priests,
there was an outer court
for the people. *“He
made the court of the
priests, and the greal
court’ (2 Chron. iv. 8).

Completion of the Temple

{Not ¥ CHRONICLES.)

37 In the fourth year was the
foundation of the house of the Lorp
laid, in the month 1Zif: 3% And in the

1May, In the 4th year
of the reign.
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Zeleventh year, in the month 3Bul, which
is the eighth month, was the house
finished throughout all the parts
thereof, and according to all the fashion
of it. So was he seven years in
building it.

9Thus the Temple was
sever years and six
months in building.
8Bul = month of rain,
corresponds  to our
November.

Solomon’s House: The House of the Fore-st of Liebanon, and the
House for Pharach’s Daughter.

(Nor 1 CHRONICLES.)

7. But Solomon was building his lown
house 2thirteen years, and he finished all
his house. 2 He built alsc the house
of the forest of 3Lebanon; the length
therecf was an *hundred cubits, and the
breadth thereof ®fifty cubits, and the
height thereof 8thirty cubits, upon 7four
rows of cedar pillars, with 8cedar beams
upon the pillars. 3 And it was covered
with cedar above upon the beams, that
lay on forty five pillars, fifteen in a row.
4 And there were windows in Sthree
rows, and 10light was against light in
three ranks. 5 And all the doors and
posts were 'square, with the windows:
and Ylight was against light in three
ranks. 6 And he made a Bporch of
pillars ; the length thereof was ffty
cubits, and the breadth thereof thirty
cubits : and the porch was before them :
and the other pillars and the thick beam
were before them. 7 Then he made a
4150 feet long.

675 feet broad.
845 faet high.

1Palace, including:

(1) Sclomon's own
dwelling (v. 8).

(2) The House of the
Forest of Lebanon.

{3) The bouse for
Pharsoh’s daugh-
ter, i.6. the harem
OT Zenana.

4 Theﬁporch of pillars

(v.6)

{6) The poreh of judg:
ment (v. 7).

2Counting firom the end of
the seven years (vi. 38).
Thus Solomon’s build-
ings occupled twenty
years.

The palace took longer
than the temple, for:

(1) The Temple had
been long prepared
for.

(2) The Palace waa
more extensive.

3 5o called, not because it
was at Debancn, but
because :

(1) It was built of cedar
from Lebanon.
Used as an ar-
moury or treasure
house (x. 17).

(2) The pillars made it
look somewhat like
a cedar forest.

1 Septuagint gives three rows. If four rows, one row must have been in the wall,
8The roof rested on beams supported on the three rows of piliars.
8 Three rows of windows, giving three stories to the building.

10 Directly olt)’Eosite each other, giving a through light,
]

11 §quare at top, not arched or rounded.

# The windows in every one of the three stories were exactly over each other,
18 This porch was either n separate building or (as its dimensions imply) connected

with the palace.
it with pillars, and a threshold before thern.

It hadea poreh of its own and a threshold, i.¢. & porch before



vii. 8—15] KINGS.

29

Uporch for the throne where he might
judge, even the porch of 5judgment:
and it was covered with cedar from
16gne side of the floor to the other. 8
And his house where he dwelt had
another court within the porch, which
was of the like 7work., Solomon made
also an house for Pharaoh’s daughter,
whom he had taken to wife, like unto
this porch. g All 8these were of costly
stones, %according to the Pwmeasuves of
hewed stones, sawed with saws, 20within
and without, even from the foundation
unto the coping, and so on the #outside
toward the great court. 10 And the
2foundation was of costly stones, even
great stones, stones of ten cubits, and
stones of eight cubits. 11 And above
were cosily stones, @afier the measures
of hewed stones, and cedars. 12 And
24the great court round about was with
three rows of hewed stones, and a row
of cedar beams, both for the inner court
of the house of the Lord, and for. the
porch of the house.
a see R.V, comment p. 111,

The Work of Hiram,

M A geparate building.

15 Preserving the old patri-
archal custom of sitting
in judgment at the gate.

8From floor to floor, i.e.
encloged Bll round with
walls of cedar wood from
floor to ceiling.

From the R.V. it would
appear that there was a
court behind in this
porch,and that theKing's
house stood in this court.

17 0f similar materials, i.e.
hewn stone and cedar.

18 4.a. buildings.

19 Hawn stones according to
measure, 1i.c. uniform in
length, breadth, and
thickness.

20 i.e. on both faces. Thus,
though the inside walls
were covered with cedar,
they were also dressed.

2 The pavement of the
great court was also of
hewn stones.

230 was the foundation
though buried.

The stones above the
foundation. .

23 ., uniform in size (v. 9).

2The palace had two
courtta, The greater court
was outside all the build-
ings, surrounding the
palace on all sides.

(2 CmmoxicLEs 1. 14, 1i1. 15-17.)

13 And king Solomon .sent and
fetched 'Hiram out of Tyre. 14 He
was a %widow’s son of the tribe of
Naphtali, and his father was a man of
Tyre, a worker in brass: and he 3was
filled with wisdowm, and understanding,
and cunning to work all works in brass,
And he came to king Solomon and

wrought all his work. 15 For he cast

1Hiram or Hurum, sent
by Hiram, King of Tyre,
in response to the appli-
édtion of Solomon (2
Chron, ii. 7). “The son
gf a woman of the

aughters of Dan’ (2
Chron. ii. 14).

2Hiram’s mother may
have been by birth of
the tribe of Dan, and
her first husband have
been of the tribe of
Naphtali,

850 slso Bezales! and Aholisbh, who wrought for the tabernacla {Ex. xxxi. §.

Exxvi. 1),
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*two pillars of brass, of feighteen cubits
high apiece: and a line of twelve cubits
did compass either of them about. 16
And he made two “chapiters of molten
brass, to set upon the tops of the pillars :
the height of the one chapiter was 8five
cubits, and the height of the other
chapiter was five cubits: 17 And ®nets
of checker work, and ®wreaths of chain
work, for the chapiters which were upon
the top of the pillars; seven for the
one chapiter and seven for the other
chapiter. 18 And he made the pillars,
and two rows round about upon the
one network, to cover the chapiters
that were upon the top; with ™pome-
granates : and so did he for the other
chapiter. 19 And the “chapiters that
were upon the top of the pillars were of
lily work in the porch, four cubits. 20
And the chapiters upon the two pillars
had pomegranates also above, over
against the belly which was by the net-
work: and the pomegranates were two
hundred in rows round about upon the
other chapiter, 21 And he set up the
pillars in the porch of the temple: and
he set up the right pillar and called the
name thereof ®Jachin : and he set up the
left pillar, and called the name thereof
“Boaz. 22 And upon the top of the
pillars was lily work : so was the work
of the pillars finished.

(2 CeroNICLES IV, 2-5.)

23 And he made a 'molten sea, ten |
cubits from the one brim to the other:-
it was round all about, and his height

4Isolated columns stand
ing in front of the poxch
of the Temple.
They were broken up
and earried away by
the Babylonians at the
capture of Jerusalem
(3 Kings xxv. 13).

897 feet high.

618 feet in circumference.

7 Capitals, in two parts:

The Lower, five cubits
high, worked in
imitation of pome-
gransates,

The Higher, four cubiis
high, worked in
imitation of *lilies
in flower.”

87% feet. According to
2 Kings xzxv, 17, these
chapiters ware 3 cubita.
The height given 1in
Chronicles (2 Chron.
iil. 15), is 35 cubits. It
may be made up by sup-
posing a stone base of
8 cubits :

Stope base 8 cubits
Pillar .. . "
Chapiter lower §
Chapiter higher 4 ,,

85 cubita

Otherwise the reading in
Chronicles is an error.
9 Network chequerwise.
10 Festoons of metal work
chainwise.
1A common ornament
anong the Assyrians.
12 Clearly the upper part
of the chapiter, this was
4 cubits, and worked in
imitation of *lilies in
flower.” )
18 = “ Fla shall establish.”
14 = * In it is strength.”
The pillays therefore
represented two truths:
(1) The establishment
of God's presence
in His Templse.
(@) The stability of His
Kingdom.

The Molten Sea made by Hiram.

1A brazen laver for the
ablution of the priests.
A sea, because of ita size.
Molten, because made of
molten brass.
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was 2five cubits: and a Sline of thirty
cubits did compass it round about. 24
And under the brim of it round about
there were #knops compassing it, 6ten in
a cubit, compassing the sea round
about: the knops were cast in two
rows, when it was Bcast. 25 It stood
upon 7twelve oxen, three looking toward
the north, and three looking toward
the west, and three looking toward the
south, and three looking toward the
east: and the sea was set above upon
them, and all their hinder parts were
inward. 26 And it was an hand
breadth thick, and the brim thereof was
wrought like the brim of a cup, 8with
flowers of lilies: it contained %two
thousand baths.

10 Bath = 8} gallons.

2 7hfeet high

845 feet in circumference.
15 feet in dlameter.

4Lt “ gemrds, i.6. two
rows of ornaments in the
shape of gourds went all
round it.
In Chronicles these orna-~
ments are in the shape
of oxen (2 Chron. iv. 3).

5 About 3 inches.
The metal was 8 inches

thick.
&The whole was cast in
one piece. The orna-

ments were not put on
aftarwards.

7Symbolical of the twelve
tribes of Israel.

8Like the flower of a lly,
i.¢. that the brim was
bent outward like the
edge of a lily blossom,
not that it was orna-
mented with lilies.

93,000 (2 Chron. iv. 5).
9,000 baths may have
been the usua.l oanbity
put in, the full
measure ot‘ the laver.

This brazen laver was broken np and carried away by the Babylonians (2 Kings

zxv. 13).

The Ten Bases and the Lavers.

(2 CHroNICLES IV, 6.)

27 And he made ten bases of brass ;

four cubits was the length of one base, .

and four cubits the breadth thereof, and
three cubits the height of it. 28 And
the work of the bases was on this
manner: they had 2borders, and the
borders were between the 3ledges: 29
And on the borders that were between
the ledges were ¢4licns, oxen,
cherubims ;: and upon the ledges there
was a Sbase above: and beneath the
lions and oxen were certain addi-
tions made of 6thin work. 30 And
every base had four brazen 8wheels, and
¥plates of brass: and the four corners
thereof had undersetters: under the
laver were undersetters molten, at the

and -

1Ten stands for the ten
lavers or busins of verso
38 (Intro. p. i),
They were square stands
6 feet each way and 43
feet high, ornamented
with p-a,nels on each side,
and each supported a
laver.

2Panels,

8 Borders or mouldings.
4 These were on the panels.

8 Pedestal,i.e.for the basin
to stand upon. -

€ Festoons or wreaths of
hanging work.

780 they could be ea.slly
moved.

8 Axles.

9 Isit.shoulders or bracketa
through which the axle-
trees may have passed.
Lit. " at the side of each
nne were wreaths.”
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side of every addition. 31 And the
®mouth of it within the chapiter and
above was a cubit: but the mouth
thereof was round after the work of the
base, a cubit and an half : and also upon
the mouth of it were Mgravings with
their 12borders, foursquare, not round.
32 And under the borders were four
wheels ; and the Baxletrees of the wheels
were ¥joined to the base : and the height
of a “wheel was a cubit and half a
cubit. 33 And the work of the wheels
was like the work of a chariot wheel :
their axletrees and their naves, and
their felloes and their spokes, *were all
molten. 34 Andthere were four 7under-
setters to the ¥four corners of one base :
and the undersetters were of the very
base itself.
base was there a round compass of half
a cubit high; and on the top of the
base the ledges “thereof and the ®*horders
thereof were of the same. 36 For on
the plates of the ®!ledges thereof, and on
the #?bonders thereof, he graved cheru-
bims, lions, and palin trees, according
to the Bproportion of every one, and
Madditions round about. 37 After
this manner he made the ten bases:
all of them had one casting, one
measure, and one %gize, 38 Then made
he ten lavers of brass: one %¢laver con-
tained forty baths : and every laver was
four cubits : and upon every one of the
ten bases one laver. 39 And he put
five bases on the %7right side of the
house, and five on the ?8left side of the
house ; and he set the sea on the right
side of the house eastward over against
the south,

35 And in the top of the |

0 A circular opening in the
tog of the base,surmoun-
ted and surrounded by a
capital. It may have
been the opening into
which the basin fitted
and wasemptied.

11 Carved work.

i2Panels. The wheels did
not reach to the panels
and so did rot hide their
ornaments,

13 Axletrees, lit. hands,
signifies a sockat, which
kept the wheels in their

placa.

!4 Wore in the base, i.c.were
part of the same casting.

6 The wheels were 2 feot
3 inches high. The wheels
of ancient Assyrian
chariots do not exceed
three feet.

15 Were all made of brass,
See v. 30

17At the four corners of
each base,

180f one piece with the
base,

19 Stays, made of brass to
strengthen the base,
20 Panels.

a1 Stays.
2Panels,

28 Proportion = as large as
the apace left for themn
allowed.

U Additions = wreaths of
hanging work.

% FPorm : The ten stand.
were eoxactly alike in
avery respect.

2% Fach laver was thus

6 feet high,

6 feet broad,

6 faet long,
ie a perfect cube, and
contained 40 baths = 340
gallons.

27 Right = south side.

28 Left = north side.

The lavers were placed
on each side of the house.
The sea stood at the
south corner of the east-
ern side.
All these veassels wera in
the Court of the Priests,
and outside the Temple
ding.
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The Catalogue of Hiram’s Work. Completion of the Temple,
(2 OmroNIcLES rv. 11-22, v. 1),

40 And Hiram made the llavers, and
the shovels, and the basons. So
Hiram made an end of doing all the
work that be 2made king Solomon for
the house of the L.orp: 41 The 3two
pillars, and the two bowls of the
chapiters that were on the top of the
two pillars; and the two networks, to
cover the two bowls of the chapiters
which were upon the top of the pillars;
42 And #four hundred pomegranates for
the two networks, even 5two rows of
pomegranates for one network, to cover
the two bowls of the chapiters that were
upon the pillars; 43 And the Sten
bases, and ten lavers on the bases; 44
And one sea, and twelve oxen under
the sea; 45 And the 7pots, and the
shovels, and the basons; and all these
vessels, which Hiram made 3to king
Solomon for the house of the Lorp,
were of 9bright brass. 46 In the plain
of Jordan did the king cast them, in the
clay ground between “Juccoth and
WZarthan. 47 And Solomon left all the
vessels unweighed, because they were
exceeding many: neither was the
weight of the brass ®found out. 48 And
Solomon made all the vessels that
pertained unto the house of the Lorp;
the ¥altar of gold, and the table of gold,
whereupon the shewbread was. 49
And the ¥candlesticks of pure gold, five
on the right side, and five on the left,
before the oracle, with the *flowers, and
the "lamps, and the ¥tongs of gold. 50
and the ®bowls, and the snuffers, and
the #basons and the spoons, and the

8

1Pots or basins.

The pots and shovels wera
used for carrying away
the ashes, the basons for
catching the blcod at the
sacrifices.

3 Wrought for,

8 Jachin and Boas.

4 The four hundred.
(v. 18-20).

STwo rows of pome
granates for each net-

WOrk.
6§The ten stands and the
ten lavers (vv, 27-37).
78ee v. 40.
8For.

9 Burnished brass.

10Intro. p.1xxii. On the east
side of Jordan.

11 Zarthan, Intro., p. Ixxv.
(&eredatha.h EChron iv.
17), on the west side of
Jordan.

The casting was done in
the Jordan Valley.

The brass of which these
vessels were made had
been taken by David
from Tibhath and Chun,
citiesof Hadarezer,King
of Zobah (1 Chron. xviii.
8).

124 ¢, no attempt was made
to find the weight.

18 The Golden Altar,4.e. the
Altar ot Incense.

l4Shewbread, **the loaves
of setting forth.” Twelve
cakes (0ne for each tribe)
of fine flour, placed every
Sabbath on the table of
shewbread, in tho Holy
Piace. They were eaten
by the priests slone.

16 Ten Candlesticks; prob-
ably in addition to the
golden candlesticks with
7 lights (Ex. xxv. 31-40).

16 The ornamental work of
the candlesticks,

170One part of the candlo-
sticks that held the
lights.

18 Used for trimming the
lamps.

19Bowls for the tables,
probably to hold the oil.

2 [ncense cups.
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Mcensers of pure gold ; and the hinges of
gold, both for the doors of the inner
house, the most holy place, and for the
doors of the house, to wit, of the
temple. 51 So was ended all the work
that king Solomon made for the house
of the Lorp. And Solomon brought in
the things which #2David his father had
dedicated ; even the silver, and the
gold, and the vessels, did he put among
the ®treasures of the house of the
Lerp.

4l Agshpans, R.V. *fire
pans.”

2(5ee 1 Chron. xxix, 1-8}
The spoils of many years
of victories, dedicated to
God. The amount must
have been enormous.

23 Preasuries.

Dedication of the Temple,

(2 CaroNIOLES V. 2-14).

8. Then Sclomon assembled the
elders of Israel, and all the 'heads of the
tribes, the chief of the fathers of the
children of Israel, unto king Sclomon
in Jerusalem, that they might bring up
the2ark of the covenant of the I.orD out
of the 3city of David, which is Zion, 2
And all the men of Israel assembled
themselves unto king Solomon at the
4feast in the month 5Ethanim, which is
the seventh month. 3 And all the
elders of Israel came, and the priests
took up the ark. 4 And they brought
up the ark of the Lorp, and the
8 atafcvnncle of the Lorgregation, and all
the holy vessels that were in the
atabéinacle, even those did the priests
and the 7Levites bring up. 5 And king
Solomon, and all the congregation of
Israel, that were assembled unto him,
were with him before the ark, sacrificing

asee R.V. commaent p. 108,

1Princes of the fathers’
houses (margin), i
the heads of their
fathers’ housea,

2¥or history of the ark
See Intro., p.liv.
8 See Intro., p. xcill.
4The Peaat of Taber-
nacles. (1) a_ comme-
moration of the dweli-
ing in tents or booths in
the wilderness; (2 =a
feast of thanksgiving for
the completion. of the
harvest.
5Tisrl, the latter part of
Beptember and the
beginning of October,
6§ The Tent of Meeting, then
at Gibeon (Intro., p. 1xii.} -
TLevites (3 Chron. v. 4).
The ark was the special
charge of the Kohathites
(Numb. iii. 31).
‘What took place was:
¢1) 'The priests tock up
the ark out of the
Tabernacle (v, 3).
(2) The priests and
Levitesbronghtthe
arkand holy vegsels
io the Tempie (v.

(3) The priests brought the ark into the oracle or Moa’ Holy Pl'a.ce (v. 6.
They probably placed the Tabernacle and its furniture in the store chambers of

thie Temple. The prieats took up the ark:
(1) At the passage of the Jordan (Josh. i 6).
(2) At the compasgsieg of Jericho (Josh. vi 6).
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sheep and oxen, that could not be told
nor numbered for multitude, 6 And
the priests brought in the ark of the
covenant of the Lorp unto 8his place,
into the oracle of the house, to the
most holy place, even under the wings
of the cherubims. 7 For the cherubims
spread forth their two wings over the
place of the ark, and the cherubims
covered the ark and the staves thereof
above, 8 YAnd they drew out the
staves, that the emds of the staves
were seen out in the holy place before
the oracle, and they were not seen
without : and there they are unto “this
day. g9 There was nothing in the "ark
save the two tables of stone, which
Moses put there at Horeb, when the
Lorp made a covenant with the children
of Israel, when they came out of the
land of Egypt. 10 And it came to
pass, when the priests were come out of
the holy place, that the *cloud filled the
house of the Lorp, 11 So that the
priests could not stand to “minister
because of the cloud: “for the glory of
the Lorp had filled the bouse of the
Lorp.
bsee R. V. comment p. 113,

8 Its place. .

9 The staves were so long

that their ends could be
seen by the priests when
they were in the Holy
Place, but they could
not be seen by the people,
who stood without the
Holy Place, and could
only look through its
doors, but counld not ses
the staves.
The etaves must there-
fore have reached into
the Holy Place, or the
reference must be to the
occasion when the High
Pricst went Into the
Most Holy Place.

10 This passage must have
been written befors the
destruction of the
Tewmple ; the compiler of
Kings must have copied
it without alteration.

1In the ark originally
were:

(1) The two tables of
stone,

{2) The pot of manna.

(3) Aaron’s rod which
budded.

12 The Shechinah or visible
sign of God's presence
(Intro., p.liv.). A token
that God had taken up
his abode there,

18At the altar of incense
in the Holy Place.

U S0 Moses could not enter
the Tabernacle (Bx. xl.
84, 35,

The Opening Blessing pronounced by Solomon.

(2 CaroNIGLES VI. 1-11.)

12 Then spake Solomon, The Lorp
said that he would dwell in the 1thick
darkness. 13 I have surely built thee
an house to dwell in, 2a settled place for
thee to abide in for ever. 14 And the
king 3turned his face about, and blessed

1Referring to the thicl
cloud of the Shechinah.
2A House of Habitation.
The special Intent of the
Temple, viz. o perma-
nent abode for the ark,
i.e. the presence of God.
v. 12, 13, were spoken
by the King looking
towards the Temple and

had reference. to the cloud wbich told of the presence of God.

88olomon now turns to the people, and
(1) Blesses the people in the name of God {v. 14).

(2) Pronounces & biessing or thanksgiving to Gnd (15-21).
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all the congregation of Israel: (and all
the congregation of Israel stood;} 13
And he said, Blessed be *the Lorp God
of Israel, which Sspake with his mouth
unto David my father, and hath with
his hand fulfilled it, saying, 16 Since
the day that I brought forth my people
Israel out of Egypt, I chose no city out
of all the tribes of Israel 8to build an
house, that 7Tmy name might be therein ;
but I 8chose David to be over my people
Israel. 17 And it was in the heart of
David my father to build an house for
the name of the Lorp God of Israel. 18
And the Lorp said unto David my
father, Whereas it was in thine heart to
build an house unto my name, thou
didst well that it was in thine heart. 19
Nevertheless thou shait not build the
house; but thy son that shall come
forth out of thy loins, he shall build the
house unto my name. 20 And the
Lorp hath %performed his word that he
spake, and I am risen up in the room of
David my father, and sit on the throne
of Israel, as the Lorp promised, and
have Duilt an house for the name of the
Lorp God of Israel. 21 And [ have
set there a place for the ark, wherein is
the covenant of the Lorp, which he
made with our fathers, when he brought
them out of the land of Lgypt.

a see R. Y. comment p. 111,

The Prayer of Solomon.
(2 CHRONICLES VI, 12-42,)

L -m;/f, “

4The Lord, the God of
Israel.

62 Sam. vii, 5-7, where
the prophet Nathan, in
the name of God, forbids
David to build a house
for the Lord.

God epproves of David's
wish. He accepts the
mtenmon but decrees
that the performance
shall be the work of the
son, not the father.
The promise to David is
in two parts:
(1) The building of a
house for the Lord.
(3} The continuance of
his descendants on
the throne,

$The Tabernacle was not
a permsnpent building,
and bad been moved
from place to place. So
there was also no fixed
seat of government.

7God’s revelation of Him-
self.

8Jerusalem is added (2
Chron. vi. 6),

9 The Two Tables of Stone
on which were written
the Ten Command-
ments, which are the
essence of God's cove-
nant,

22 And Solomon stood before the | *The altarof burnt offer-

laltar of the Lorp in the presence of all
the congregation of Israel, and spread
forth his hands toward heaven : 23
And he said, Lorp God of Israel, there

ng.
Solomon * had made a
brasen scaffold of five
cubits long, and five
cubtls broad, and three
cubits high, and had get il
in the midst 6f the court,
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is ?no God like thee, in heaven above, or
on earth beneath, who keepest covenant
and mercy with thy servants that walk
before thee with all their heart: 24
Who hast kept with thy servant David
my father that thou promisedst him:
thou spakest also with thy mouth, and
hast fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is
this day. 25 Therefore now, Lorp
God of Israel, keep with thy servant
David my father that thou promisedst
him, saying, There shall not fail thee a
man in my sight to sit on the throne of
Israel ; %so that thy children take heed
to their way, that they walk before me
as thou hast walked before me. 26 And
now, O God of Israel, let thy word, I
pray thee, tbe verified, which thou
spakest unto thy servant David my
father. 27 But will God indeed 8dwell
on the earth? behold, the -heaven. and
heaven of heavens cannot contain thee;
‘ow much less this house that I have
builded ? 28 Yet have thou respect
unto the prayer of thy servant, and to
his supplication, O Lorp my God, to
hearken unto the cry and to the prayer,
which thy servant prayeth before thee
to day: 29 That thine eyes may be
open toward this house night and day,
even toward the place of which thou hast

and wpon it he stood and

Feneeled down upon his

kness Dbefore all ithe

congregation of Israel"

(2 Chron, vi, 13.)

On this platform, seen

by all the people,he knelt

(v. 54) and prayed.
ANALYSIS OF THbL

PRAYER.

1. An acknowledgment of
God’s faithfulnessin the
fulfilment of the first
part of the promise to
David, viz. the building
of a House for the Lord
(7. 23-4).

2. A Prayer for the ful-
filment of the second
paxt of the promise, viz.
the continuance of his
descendants on the
throne (v, 25-26.)

3. A confession of God's
greatness, Hispresence
can be limited to no
Temple (v. 27).

4, A petition that God’s
peculiar bleasing may
resbupon Erayer utibered
towards the place which
He has hallowed {v. 28-

30).

5. Specific instances of

occasions of prayer.

(@) Oath taken in His
name, t.e. that God
will do justice
between man and
man (81-32.)

() Disaster in war (V.

83-34. i

(¢) Rain withheld, 4.e.
occasions of drought
(v. 35-36.)

(d) Famine, pestilence,
blight of crops, or
a siege by enemies.
(37-40).

6. An extension of the

privileges.

(@) To the foreigner in Jerusalem who shall acknowledge Jehovah (41-43.)

(b) To the army when on a campaign (v. 44-45.)
{e) To exiles in captivity (v. 46-50.

} .
7. A concludingappeal referring to God's former mercies vouchsafed to this people

in their past history (51-53.)

The constantly recurring burden 1s, ** Hear thou in heaven thy dawelling place,

and when Thou hearest, Lord, forgive.”

V. 23, “No God like thee.”
(a) Faithful to His covenant.
(b) Merciful towards his servants,

8V.25. The necessary condition of all God's promises, viz. the taking heed to

walk according to His laws.

4V, 26, Be verified=Grant that it may indeed come true.
8V, 27. Bee the speech of St. Stephen (Acts vii, 49), and the address of St. Paul at
Athens (Acts xvii. 34).
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said, My name shall be there : that thou
mayest hearken unto the prayer which
thy servant shall make $toward this
place. 30 And hearken thou to the
supplication of thy servant, and of thy
people Israel, when they shall pray
toward this place: and hear thou in
heaven thy dwelling place: and 7when
thou hearest, forgive. 31 If any man
8trespass against his neighbour, and an
oath be laid upon him to cause him to
swear, and %he oath come before thine
altar in this house: 32 Then hear
thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy
servants, condemning the  wicked, to
bring his way upon his head; and
justifying the righteous, to give him
according to his righteousness. 33
When thy people Israel be smitten
down before the enemy, because they
have sinned against thee, and shall turn
again to thee, and confess thy name,
and pray, and make supplication unto
thee in this house: 34 Then hear thou
in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy
people Israel, and bring them again
unto the land which thou gavest unto
their fathers. 35 Whenheaven is shut
up, and there is no rain, because they
bhave sinned against thee; if they pray
toward this place, and conless thy
name, and turn from their sin, when
thou afflictest them: 36 Then hear
thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of
thy servants, and of thy people Israel,
that thou teach them the good way
wherein they should walk, and give
rain upon thy land, which thou hast
given to thy people for an inheritance.
37 If there be in the land famine, if

« see R.V, comment p. 113

£V, 29. “Towards this
place.” Hence the Is-
raelite in foreign lands
turned his face in prayer
towards Jerusalem. KEx-
amples :

(IyDaniel. * His
windows being
open in his cham-
ber loward Jeru-
salem”(Danvi.10).

(2) Jonah. *Yet I will
ook again toward
thy holy temple"
(Jonah ii. 4).

(8) “In thy fear will
I worrhip toward
thy holy templs”
(Ps.v. 7).

(4 The synagogues
were built so that
the worshippersas
they entered and
prayed looked to-
wards Jerusalem.

1V.30. Ldi. ‘“Both hear
and forgive,” ¢.e. hear the
prayers: forgive the sin.

8V, 3l. Trespass, f.ein &
case in which the nccused
might make oath of his
innocence (Ex. xxii, 7-11).
Solomon prays that God
will accept the oath and
judge betwgen the inno-
cent and the guilty.

THE PRAYER AND THE
PENTATEUCH.
V. 28, “« Who 18 like unto
thee, O Lord, among the
gods?” (Ex. xv.11). The
song of Moses for the
deliveranee fromPharaoh
at the Red Sea.
v. 23, ** The faithful God,
which keepeth covenant
and merey’’ (Deut. vii. 9).
v, 27, * The heaven and
the heaven of heavens is
the Lord's thy God™
{Deut. x, 14},
The varicus contingen-
cies in which Solomon
petitions that prayer
may be heard are all
found in the Pentatench.
1. v. 81-32, The oath by
which a person as-
serted his innocence
of any trespags against
his neighbour (Ex.
xxit, 7-11).
¢, v. 33. [srael smitten
before the enemy
(Deut. xxviii. 25),
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there be pestilence, blasting, mildew,
locust, or if there be caterpiller ; if their
enemy besiege them in the land of their
cities; whatsoever plague, whatsoever
sickness therebe; 38 What prayer and
supplication soever be made by any
man, or by all thy people Israel, which
shall know every man the plague of his
own heart, and spread forth his hands
toward this house : 39 Then hear thou
in heaven thy dweiling place, and for-
give, and do, and give to every man
according to his ways, whose heart thou
knowest; (for thou, even thou only,
knowest the hearts of all the children of
men;) 40 That they may fear thee all
the days that they live in the land
which thou gavest unto our fathers.
41 Moreover concerning a stranger,
that is not of thy people Israel, but
cometh out of a far country for thy
name’s sake; 42 (For they shall hear
of thy great name, and of thy strong
hand, and of thy stretched out arm ;)
when he shall come and pray toward
this house ; 43 Hear thou in heaven
thy dwelling place, and do according to
all that the stranger calleth to thee for :
tnat all people of the earth may know
thy name, to fear thee, as do thy people
Israel; and that they may know that
this house, which 1 have builded, is
called by thy name. 44 If thy people
go out to battle against their enemy,
whithersoever thou shalt send them,
and shall pray unto the Lorp toward
the city which thou hast chosen, and

toward the house that I have built for.

thy name: 45 Then hear thou in
heaven their prayer and their supplica-
7on, and maintain their cause. 46 If

3. v, 34. The penalty

of idolatry was that
they should serve
strangers in & stranga
lond (Deut.xxviii. 47-8).

4. v. 35. Drought. Lest

* he shut up the heaven
that there be norain ™
{Deut. xi. 1T

6. v. 37,

{a) Famine. *‘* Your
tan shall mot
yield her increase’
{Lev. xxvi. 20).

{b) Pestilence. “Trwill
send the pestilence
among you” (Lev.
xxvi. 25).

(c) Blu.stmg and mil-

“ With blasi-
'mg ‘and mildew "
(Deut. xxviii. 22).

(d) Locust. “ The
locust shall con-
sume dt" (Deut.
xxviil, 38).

(€) Siege b,
enemy, "Hye shau

besiege thee in all
thy gates ; through-
out all thy land ™
(Deut. xxviil. 52).

6. The stranger. The

Mogaic Law was
remarkable for its
liberality to Btran-
gers.

(a) Oppression  was
torbidden, * Thon
shalt neither vex
a - siranger nor
oppress ham : for ye
werp strangers in
the land of Egypt”
(Ex. xxii. 21).

{b) The stranger in
poverty must be
relieved (Lev. xxv.
35).

{c} They were to love
thestranger. “ Love
ye therefore the
géranger: for ye
were strungers in
the land of Egypt"
(Deut. x. 19).

{d) Strangers could
make offerings at
the Tabernacle.
“One law and one
manner ghall be
for you and for
the stranger thai
sofjourneth with
you” (Nunb. zv.
14-16).
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they sin against thee, (for there is no
man that sinneth not,) and thou be
angry with them, and deliver them to
the enemy, so that they carry them
away captives unto the land of the
enemy, far or near; 47 Yet if they
shall bethink themselves in the land
whither they were carried captives, and
repent, and make supplication unto thee
in the land of them that carried them
captives, saying, We have sinned, and
have done perversely, we have com-
mitted wickedness; 48 And so return
unto thee with all their heart, and
with all their soul, in the land of their
enemies, which led them away captive,
and pray unto thee toward their land,
which thou gavest unto their fathers,
the city which thou hast chosen, and
the house which I have buiit for thy
nanie: 49 Then hear thou their prayer
and their supplication in heaven thy
dwelling place, and maintain their cause,
50 And forgive thy people that have
sinned against thee, and all their
transgressions wherein they have trans-
gressed against thee, and give them
compassion before them who carried
them captive, that they may have com-
passion on them: 51 For they be thy
people, and thine inheritance, which
thou broughtest forth out of Egypt,
from the midst of the furnace of iron :
52 That thine eyes may be open unto
the supplication of thy servant, and unto
the supplication of thy people Israel, to
hearken unto them in all that they call
for unto thee. 53 For thou didst
separate them from among all the
apeople of the earth, to be thine inherit-

a gee R.V. comment, p. 112,

(e} The stranger
anight be present
at the solemn
reading of the Law
which took place
every Tth year
(Deut. xxxi. 10-19).

7. v. 48, * And so return
with all their
heart,” almost the
exact words of
Deut. xxx. 2.

8. Egypt as a furnace
o¥ iron, *the tron
SFurnace, even out o,
Egypt” {(Deu
iv. 20).

v.42. Ingtancesare:

(1) RBahab and the
people of Jericho
(Josh. ii. 9-11).

{2) The Gibeonites
{Josh. ix. 3).

v.38. The plague of
his own heart =
the punishment
falling upon him
for his own par-
ticalar sin.

v. 47. Compare the
prayer of Danie}
in = ecaptivity at
Babylon with this
prayer of Solomon.

(a) Confession of sin,
“We have sinned
and have com-
mitted iniquity
and have doue
;l;ickedly *(Dan, ix.

(b) God “ keeping the
covenant and
mercy” (Dan. ix. 3).
“The great and
dreadful God keep-
ing the covenant
and mercy to them
that love Him"
(Dan, ix. 4).

() The deliverance
fromn Egypt (v. 51).
“That hast brought
thy people forth oul
of the land of
Egypt with a
mighty hand”(Dan,
ix. 15).

- Fulfilled in & remarkabla

manner:

(1) In the kindness of
Nebuchadnezzar to
Daniel and his ¢om-
panions (Dan. i. b},
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ance, as thou spakest by the band of '

Moses thy servant, when thou brought-
est our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord
Gob.

(3) In the restoration granted by Cyrus (Ezra i. 1).

@) In the kindness of
Ahasuerus to the
Jews, as recorded
in the book of
Esther..

(4) In the second restoration granted under Artaxerxes (Neh. ii. 1-8).
The bondage of the Israelites in Egypt is thus described in Dent. iv. 20.
The Lord ** brought you forth out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt.”
= A furnace hot enongh to meit iron, A metaphor denoting the intensity

of their affliction.

The Cloging Benediction.

(Nor 1x CHRONICLES.)

54 And it wasso, that when Solomon
had made an end of praying all this
prayer and supplication unto the Lorp,
he arose from before the altar of the
Lorp, from kneeling on his knees with
his hands spread up to heaven. 35
And he stood, and Dblessed all the
congregation of Israel with a loud
voice, saying, 56 DBlessed be the
Lorp, that hath given rest unto his
people Israel, according to all that he
promised: there hath not failed one
word of all his good promise, which he
.promised by the hand of Moses his
servant. 57 The Lorp our God be
with us, as he was with our fathers: let
him not leave us, nor forsake us: 58
That he may incline our hearts unto
him, to walk in all his ways, and to
keep his commandments, and his
statutes, and his judgments, which he
commanded our fathers. 59 And let
these my words, wherewith [ have
made supplication before the Lorp, be
nigh unto the Lorp our God day and
night, that he maintain the cause of his
servant, and the cause of his pecple
[srael at all times, as the matter shall
require : 60 That all the speople of the

a fee R.V. commaenty, p. 113.

Fire descended from
henven and congumed
the sacrifices (2 Chron.
vii. 1). :

Additions from Chronicles:

(1) Sclomon's position
during the prayer,
viz, on & brazen
seaffold in  the
middle of the Court
(i.e. the Court of
the Priests) (2
Chron. vi. 13).

He kneeled during
the prayer(2 Chron.
vi, 13).

(3) The conclugion of
the prayer, * Now
therefore arise, O
Leord Qod, eto” (2
Chron. vi. 41-42).

(4) *“ Fire eame down
from heaven and
consumed the burnt
offering and_the
sacrifices * (vil 1).

{6) A second manifes-
tation of the She-
chinah, *ihe glory
of the Lord filled
the houge (vil. 1),

(6) “ The priests could
not enler into the
house of the Lord,
because the glm}y of
the Lord had fille
the Lord's heouse"
(vii. ).

I'he pedple seeing
the fire and the
glory of the Lord,
“Bowed themselves
with their faces io
the ground and

worshipped ' (vil.

@

b=

o
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earth inay know that the Lorp is God Instances of fire from
d . ? heaven:

and that there is none else,. QI Let (D} At the dedieation
your heart therefore be perfect with the A e el @
Lorp our God, to walk in his statutes, @) At the prayer of
and to keep his commandments, as at e i s
this day. (3) Elijah invoked fire

from heaven twice

on the captains and their companies of fifty men sent by King Ahaziah to arrest
him (2 Kings i. 10-12). v v 8

The Sacrifice and Festival.
(2 CERONICLES VIL 4-11.)

62 And the king, and all Israel with |, pooo0 omerings.  Part

him, offered sacrifice before the Lorp. (the fat, see v. 64) was
: burnt on the altar, part
63 And Solomon offered a sacrifice of | gJter by the priest, but

lpeace offerings, which he offered unto the greater part eaten
by the offerer and his

the Lorp, two and twenty thousand foamily., The ides was
oxen, and an hundred and twenty peace with God, It was
h d sh So the ki d ail a sacrificial feass.
thousand sheep. o the king and a The brazen altar was
the children of Israel dedicated the | Insufficient, so the king

hallowed the Courd of
house of the Lorp. 64 The same day | Priests.

did the king %hallow the middle of the Burnt offerings. ~ The
viciim was entirely con-

(5]

w

court that was before the house of the sunied on the altar; the
. 8 idea of the sacritice was
Lorp:' for there he offered 3burnt e i derotion  £0
offerings, and %4ncat offerings, and the God,
fat of the peace offerings : because the | * Meat offorings (meal).
d Part was burnt, part
brasen altar that was before the LorD given to the priests; the
: Te- offerer did not shareinit.
was t0o little to receive the burnt The sacrifice consisted of
offerings, and meat offerings, and the flour or cakes. The chief
idea was of a present to

fat of the peace offerings. 65 And at God.

that time Solomon held ®a feast, and all ﬁ;&lgg‘gt‘g*;g{ signified

Israel with him, ‘a. great congregation, | § gy feast, ie. of Taber-
from the entering in of THamath unto | nacles.

the b8yiver of Egypt, before the Lorp | ® A vast muliitate was

our God, %seven days and seven days, provided an enormous

300 Y 112 | numbet of animals that

@ See R.V. comment, p. 113. - | oll might share in the

b S8ee R.V. comment, p. 112,
1 The extrems northern boundary of the Eoly Land (Intro., p. Ixiii).
8 Not the Nile, but the torrent of El Arish, a stream on the border of Egypt (Intro.,
p. Izix.). Tho expression = the whole kingdom from north to south.
¢ deven days for the Dedication, and seven davs for the Feast of Tabernacles.
The time is defined in Chronicles. *In the elghth day they made @ solomn
assembly, for they kept the dsdication o the altar seven days and the feast seven
days. And on the thres and twentisth day of the seventh month he sent the people

away info their tenta* (2 Chron, vii. 9, 10),

feast.
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10 Tents = homes. 'The
Israelites now dwelt in
houres, but the old
memory of their wander-
ing life remained. So
“ To your tenis, O Israsi™
(2 Bam. xx. 1; 1 Kings
xii. 16).

even fourteen days. 66 On the eighth
day he sent the people away : and they
blessed the king, and went unto their
“tents joyful and glad of heart for ail
the goodness that the Lorp had done
for David his servant, and for Israel his
people.

Note.—Solomon is predominant throughout the ceremony of dedication, and
the Priests perform only the duties of ritual and sacrifice.

Solomon prays, prenounces the blessing, offers the sacrifice,

The prophete are not mentioned at all,

Thus Solomon is for the time prophet, priest, and king, and in this is » type of
the Messiah,

The majesty of the king overshadows both proplet and priest.
orders appear t0 have comparatively little influence during the reign.

8o at the dedication we discern signs of that self-glorification on the part of
Solomon which led to his fall, and which culminated in the tyranny and despotism,
magnificent in outward show, hut which oppressed Iarael o heavily in the later
vears of the king, and finally brought about the dismemberment of the kingdom,

These two

The Second Appearance of God to Solomon.
(2 CHroNIcLES VII. 11-22.)

9. 'And it came to pass, when Sclomon
had finished the building of the house
of the Lorp, and the king’s house, and
all Solomon’s desire which he was
pleased to do, 2 That the Lorp
fappeared to Solomon the second time,
as he had appeared unto him at
83Gibeon. 3 And the Lorp said unto
him, I have heard “thy prayer and thy
supplication, that thou bhast made
before me: I have hallowed this house,
which thou hast built, to put my name
there for ever ; and Smine eyes and mine
heart shall be there perpetually, 4
And if thou wilt walk before me, as
David thy father walked, in integrity
of heart, and in wuprightness, to do
according to all that T have commanded
thee, and wilt keep my statutes and my
judgments: 5 Then I will establish
the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel
for ever, as 1 promised to David thy
tather, saying, There shall not fail thee

1 Either this verse is a
summary of the history
of chaps. vi-¥iii.,, and not
intended to fix the date
of the vision, or else the
dedication did not take
place till 13 years after
the building of the
Temple.
By Nigkt (2 Chron. vii.
12}, and therefore in a
vision or dream as before
(iii. 6).
Gibeon (see Intro.,p.1xii.),
The account in 2 Chron-
icles {vii. 11-22) is much
fuller.
There . cculé not have
been 13 years between
the dedication end this
rayer.
solomon had asked that
God's eyee should *'be
open” day and night
towards the Temple
(viii, 29). God grants
more; *nobt eyes only,
but eyes and heart,”
The First Vislon con-
tained nothing  but
promise and encourage-

[

-

ment.
The Second Vision is
remarkable for warning
mingled with promise,
and for the prophetic
anpouncement of the
iste of the Temple.
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fix. 6—12

a man upon the throne of Israel. 6
But if ye shall at all turn from following
me, ye or your children, and will not
keep my commandments and my
statutes which I have set before you,
but go and serve other gods, and
worship them: 7 Then will 81 cut off
Israel out of the land which I have
given them; and this house which ‘I
have hallowed for my name, Twill I cast
out of my sight; and Israel shall be a
proverb and a byword among #all
apeople: 8 And at this house, which is
high, every one that passeth by it shall
be astonished, and shall hiss; and they
shall say, Why hath the Lorp dome
thus unto this land, and to this house?
9 And they shall answer, Because they
forsook the Lorp their God, who
brought forth their fathers out of the
land of Egypt, and have taken hold
upon other gods, and have worshipped
them, and served them : therefore hath
the Lorp brought upon them all this
evil.
a Bee R.V. commment, p. 112

8 Pulfilled by:

(1) The captivity of
Israel, in the reign
of Hoshea (2 Kings
xvii. 22-93).

(2) The captivity of
Judah %y Nebu-
chadnezzar (2
Kings xxv.).

Exactly the opposite of
what  Solomon had
prayed for (viii. 29).

7 The Temple was de-
stroyed by the Chal-
dseans (Jer, lii. 12-23),

& AN Nationa (R.V. 4l
peaples).

Solomon’s Present to Hiram,

{Nor 1N CHRONICLES.)

ro And it came to pass at thelend of
twenty years, when Solomon had built
the two houses, the house of the Lorp,
and the king’s house, 11 (Now Hiram
the king of Tyre had furnished Solomon
with cedar trees and fir trees, and with
gold, according to all his desire,) that
then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty
cities in_the land of 2Galilee, 12 And
Hiram came out from Tyre to see the
cities which Solomon had given him;

1 Bee vi 33 aand vl 1.

3 Galilee borders on
Pheenicin, 80 these cities
wore close o Hiram's
dominions.
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and they pleased him not. 13 And he | ® Oabul, the derivation

said, What cities are these which thou
hast given me, my brother? And he
called them the land of #¥Cabul unto this
day. 14 And Hiram sent to the king
ssixscore talents of gold. ,

with Iaraelites (2 Chron, viii. 2).

and meaning of this
word is unknown, Jose-
phus gays it s a
Phenician word and
means ““displeasing.”

Hiram geems to have
returned the cities to
Solomon, who rebuilt
them and colonized them

So the inhabitants at the time of the gift were probably Cansanites. Hiram may

have been displeased-—
(1) At the condition of the cities.

(@) Ab thelr geographical situation. As inland eities in & mountaincus district,
they were of little value to & maritime nation.

Though disappointed Hiram was not offended.

A payment equal tc one tenth of Solomon’s revenue (. 14}

The Levy.

(2 CrroNicLES vIn. 4-11))

15 And this is the reason of the llevy
which king Solomon raised; %for to
build the house of the Lorp, and his
own house, and 3Millo, and the wall of
Jerusalem, and 4Hazor, and $Megiddo,
and 8Gezer. 16 For Pharaoh king of
Egypt had gone up, and 7taken Gezer,
and burpt 1t with fire, and slain the
Canaanites that dwelt in the city, and
given it for 8a ®present unto his daughter,
Solomon’s wife. 17 And Solomon *built
Gezer, and 18Beth-horon the nether, 18
And 1Baalath, and Tadmor in the
wilderness, in the land, 19 And all the
Bcities of store that Solomon had, and
cities for his chariots, and cities for his
horsemen, and that which Solomon
Miesived to build in Jerusalem, and in
Lebanon, and in all the land of his
dominion. 20 And all the people that
were left of the ®Amorites, Hittites,

Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, which
4 See R.V.comment, p. 112, &8ee R.V. cornment,
p. 113. ¢BSee R.V. comment, p. 113,

1 The forced or compul-
sory service (v. 18-15),
both of Israelites and the
subject Canaanites.
Originally for ¢the
Temple, then for the
Palace, and continued to
the fertification of the
towns.

Millo (Intro., p. xciv.).
Hazor (Intro., p. 1xiii.).
Megiddo (Intro., p. 1xvi).
Gezer (Intro., p. Ixi.).
Either before Solomon
had married the king's
daughter, or an ineursion
to assist Solomon to
expal the Philistines.

-

8 Asa dowry.

® To defend the approach
from Egypt on the
south.

10 Intro., p. liz. It guarded
Jerusalem egainstattack
from Philistia and Egypt.

11 Intro., p. Ivi.

12 Intro., p. Ixxii.

18 Store-cities, i.2. cities
where provisions could
be stored for the troops.

14For his pleasures,
i.e. country houses near
Jeruselem apnd at
Lebanon.

Thus we have cities of
three kinds:

(1) Fortified oities as Hazor, Megiddo, etc., guarding important positions.

(2) Btore-cities to supply the troops.
(8) Pleasure resorts for the king's use.
1t 8ix ot the seven ancient nations of Canann.

(The Girgashites are omitted.)
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{1x. 21—28

were not of the children of Israel, 21
Their children that were left after them
in the land, whom the children of Israel
also were mot able utterly to destroy,
bupon those did Sclomon levy a tribute
of Vbondservice unto this day. 22 But
of the children of Israel did Solomon
make no Ybondmen : but they were men
of war, and his servants, and his princes,
and his captains, and rulers of his
chariots, and his horsemen. 23 These
were the ¥chief of the officers that were
over Solomon’s work, five hundred and
fifty, which bare rule over the people
that wrought in the work. 24 But
Pharaoh’s daughter came up *out of the
city of David unto her house which
Solomon had built for her ; then did he
build Millo. 25 And *three times in a
year did Solomon offer burnt offerings
and peace offerings upon the altar which
he built unto the I.orp, and he burnt
incense upon the altar that was before
the Lorp. %So he finished the house.
26 And king Solomon made a navy of
ships in 22Ezion-geber, which is beside
2Eloth, on the shore of the Red sea, in
the land of ®*Edom. 27 And Hiram sent
in the navy his servants, ¥shipmen that
had knowledge of the sea, with the
servants of Solomon. 28 And they
came to %Ophir, and fetched from thence
gold, *four hundred and twenty talents,
and brought it to king Solomon.
b 8ee R.V, comment, p. 113.

18 Copied by the compiler

from the record before
him.
With the exception of
tha service 0of v,13, This
service would not how-
ever be regarded as thas
of bondmen.

17 Bondservants.

18The chief officers, {.e’
superintendents over the
labourers.

In Chronicles the num-
ber iz 250 (3 Chron.
viii. 10).

8,300 (v. 16)s

The greater number
might be required while
the great works were in
course of construction.
Afterwards the smaller
number would be sufii-
cient,

18 (Ses iii. 1) The reason
for the removal is given
in Chronicles. ‘“For he
said My wifs shall not
dwell wn the house o
David, king of Israel,
because the places are
holy, whereunto the ark
of the Lord hath come"
{2 Chron. viii. 11),

W (1) The Feast of un-
i leavened bread, or

Passover.

(2) The Feast of
‘Weeks, or Pente-
cost,

(3) The Feast of Taber-
nacles (2 Chron,
viil. 13).
21 A sentence out of place.
22 Intro., p. 1xi.
23 [ntro., p- 1%,

Ezion-geber (the Giant's spine) and Eloth are at the head of the gulf of Akapah

the eastern bay of the Red Sea.

The reglon grows no timber; the material for the ships was sent from Tyre

(3 Chron. viil. 18).

24 The Pheenicians were famous in ancient times for their skill in shipbuilding and

navigation,
25 Ophir (see Intro., p. 1xvii.).

% An enormous sum computed from £1,660,000 to £2,250,000.
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The Visit of the Queen of Sheba.

(2 CHRONICLES 1X. 1-12.)

10. And when the queen of 1Sheba
heard of the fame of Solomon concerning
the name of the Lorp, she came to
prove him with ®hard questions. 2 And
she came to Jerusalem with a very great
train, with camels that bare 3spices, and
very much gold, and precious stones :
and when she was come to Solomon,
she communed with him of 4all that was
in her heart. 3 And Solomon told her
all her Bquestions: there was not any
thing hid from the king, which he told
her not. 4 And when the queen of
Sheba had seen all Solomon’s wisdom,
and the house that he had built, 5 ¢And
the meat of his table, and the sitting of
his servants, and the attendance of his
ministers, and their apparel, and his
cupbearers, and 7his ascent by which he
went up unto the house of the Lorp;
$there was no more spiritin her. 6 And
she said to the king, It was a true
report that I heard in mine own land of
thy acts and of thy wisdom. 7 Howbeit
I believed not the words, until I came,
and mine eyes had seen it : and, behold,
the half was not told me: thy wisdom
and prosperity exceedeth the fame which
1 heard. 8 Happy are thy men, happy
are these thy servants, which stand
continually before thee, and that hear
thy wisdom. 9 9Blessed be the Lorp
thy God, which delighted in thee, to
set thee on the throne of Israel : because
the Lorp loved Israel for ever, therefore
made he thee king, to do judgrséut and
justice. 10 And she gave the king an
hundred and twenty talents of gold, and

1 Sheba {Intro.p. 1xx.}is in
Arabia.

“The queen of the
south ' (8. Matt. xii. 42).
The great building
erected to the name of
the Lord would be con-
nected with Solomon,
wherever his name was
mentioned.

Riddles — the abstruse
questions for which the
Arabs were famed.
Arabin has always been
famous for spices.
Yemen is the part of
Arabia speciully noted
for spices.

All that she had in her
mind when she started,
i.e. all the questions she
had intended to ask.
Heb. “Words.'! SBolomon
answered sll her greries,
golved all her riddles.
i.e. she admired the
admirable arrangements
of the royal household,
A staircase or cloister
leading from the palace
to the Tempie.

The wisdom and state of
Solomon overpowered
her. She felt herself
vastly inferior to this
great king, who in every
way gnrpassed even the
reports that she had
heard of him.

[

w

“

Ld
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-

@

©

An acknowledgment by
& heathen of the great-
ness of Jehovah.
Well might oar Lord
say, “The queen of the
south shall rise up in
the judgment with this
generation and shall con-
demn it” (S. Matt. xii,42),
About.
10 As pro;)hesied (Pa. Ixxii,
10), * The Kings of Sheba
and Seba shall offer
ﬂ‘ifu "
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[X. 11—17

of spices very great store, and precious
stones: there came no more such
abundance of spices as these which the
queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon.
11 And the "navy also of Hiram, that
brought gold from ®*Ophir, brought in
from Ophir great plenty of *almug trees,
and precious stones. 12 And the king
made of the almug trees “pillars for the
house of the Lorp, and for the king’s
house, harps also and psalteries for
singers : there came no such almug
trees, nor were seen unto this day. 13
And king Solomon gave unto the queen
of Sheba *all her desire, whatscever she
asked, beside that which Solomon gave
her of his royal bounty. So sheturned
and went to her own country, she and
her servants.

1146 the navy built by
Hiram for Solomon (ix.
26-27); it was probably
manned chiefly by sub-
jects of Hiram, and so
would be known as *“the
navy of Hiram.”

12 Ophir (Intro. p. Ixvil.).

BAlmug or algum,
probabiy is the sandal-
wood tree.

14 Probably rails or balus-
trades for the staircases.
The hardness and
beauty of the pandal-
wood would be suitable
for these, and for the
musiegl instruments,

16 The singers, i.e. thosc
wlhio took part in the
Temple worship. -

16 Whatsoever she par-
ticularly desired beyond
the gift bestowed upon
her by B8Solomon as
from one monarch to
another.

An Eastern would feel no
shame in agking for what
was desired.

Solomon’s Revenue and Trade.

(2 CHBoNICLES IX. 13-24,)

14 Now the weight of gold that came
to Solomon in one year was lsix
hundred threescore and six talents of
gold, 15 Beside that he had of the
2merchantmen, and of the traffick of the
spice merchants, and %f all the kings of
8Arabia, and of the 4governors of the
country. 16 And king Solomon made
two hundred Stargets of beaten gold :
six hundred shekels of gold went to
one target. 17 And he made three
hundred %shields of beaten gold ; three

a Bee R.V, comment, p. 114.

s Targets, long shields protecting the whole body.
8 Shields, bucklers of a smaller size.

1 Nenrly £4,000,000 (Intro.,

Pp. xii.).

2 B. V. Chapmen, exactly
descriptive of oriental
uierchants—who travel
about hawking their
wares.

Thus we get two clnsses
of merchants.

8 Lit. of the mingled
pedple (see R.V. com-
ment, p. 114), i.e. tribegof
mixed descent, probably
the tribes, half Jewish,
balt Arabians, on the
western borders.

Governors, if the officers

of iv. 7-19 they would

contribute to the revenue
by paying tribute for
their posta.

They were not made of solid gold ; but were only overlaid with gold, .
They were used as ornaments for the palace, and were borne in state processions.
They were carried to Egypt by Shishak (xiv. 26) and replaced by Rehoboam with

shields of brags.

David broughi the shields of gold captured from the Syrians to Jerusalem (1 Chron.

xvili. 7-8}.
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pound of gold went to one shieid : and
the king put them in the house of the
forest of L.ebanon. 18 Moreover the
king made a great throne 7of ivory ;
and overlaid it with the best gold. 19
The throne had six steps, and the top
of the throne was round behind: and
there were stays on either side on the
place of the seat, and two lions stood
beside the stays. 20 AndS8twelvelions
stood there on the one side and on the
other upon the six steps: there was not
the like made in any kingdom. 21
And all king Solomon’s drinking
vessels were of gold, and all the
vessels of the house of the forest of
Lebanon were of puregold ; none were
of silver : it was nothmg accounted of
in the days of Solomon. 22 For the
king had at sea a navy of 9Tharshish
with the navy of Hiram: once in three
years came the navy of Tharshish,
bringing gold, and 511ver ivory, ‘and
apes, and peacocks. 3 So king
Solomon exceeded all the kmas of the
earth for riches and for wisdom.
24 And all the earth sought to
Solomon, to hear his wisdom, which
God had put in his heart. 25 And
they brought every man his Upresent,
vessels of silver, and vessels of gold,
and Pgarments, and armour, and spices,
“horses, and mules, a rate year by year.
26 And Solomon gathered together
“chariots and horsemen : and he had a
thousand and four hundred chariots,
and twelve thousand horsemen, whom
he bestowed in the “cities for chariots,
and with the king at Jerusalem. 27 And
the king made silver to be in Jerusalem
9

7 The throne was inlald
with ivory and gold.
There was also a foot-
stool (2 Chron. ix. 18).

8 Symbolical of shetwelve
tribes.

¢ Tarshish = Tartessusio
Spain, with which plaee
the Byrians traded
{Intro., p. lxxiii..

10 8hips of Tarshish Is
genernlly understood to
mean ships of grent size,
capable of undertaking
long voyages, not ships
actually trading with
Tarshish.

'he trade was with
Judea ms iaclearly shown
by the nature of the .
Lrafic.

1A complimentury ex-
pression for the tribute
brought by the subject
kings year by year.

12 Garments, a common
gift in the East.

13 David reserved one hun-
dred chariot horses wLen
Le conguered Iadarezer
{1 Chron. xviil. 4).

Ul Thesze were perhaps for
his own nse. Solowmon
is the first to make
horsemen and chariotsa
special part vf his mili-
tary organization. He
broke the law. “He
shallnot muliiply horses
to himaelf” (Deat. xvil

16).

15 Cl)larlot citles: the forti-
fied cities, the military
stations, probably forg-
resses on the borders,
whore the king kept the
troops neceasary i
enforce his rule.
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as stones, and cedars made he to be as
bthe sycomove trees thai ave in the “vale,
for abundance. .28 And ¢Solomon had
Vhorses brought out of Egypt, and lincn
yarn: the king’s merchants veceived
the linen varn at a price. 29 And a
"chariot came up and went out of Egypt
for ¥six hundred shekels of silver, and
an horse for an hundred and ffty:
and so for all the ®kings of the Hittites,
and for the ?lkings of Syria, did they
bring them out by their means,

b See R.V. comment, p. 114,
¢ See R.Y. comment, p. 114,

18 Lit. Tn the lowland.
The reference is to tha
fertile lowlarnd of Judea
lying between the
mountaing and the
Mediterranean.

171 Droves of horses (see

R.V..
18 Chariot includes the
horaes which drew Ib
19 About £20.

-

o If{?ro., p- Ixiv. Intro,, p.
X1,

1 These klnge obtained
their horses and chariots
through Solomon’s mer-
chants (v. 23).

The Idolatry of Solomon's Wives.

(Nor v CHRONICLES,)

11. But king Solomon loved many
Istrange women, together with the
daughter of Pharaoh, women of the
Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zi-
~donians, and 2Hittites ; 2 Of the
Spations concerning which the Lorp
said unto the children of Israel, Ye
shall not go in to them, neither shall
they come in unto you : for surely they
will ‘turn away your heart after their
gods : Solomon clave unto these in
love. 3 And he had seven hundred
wives, princesses, and three hundred
concubines ; and his wives turned away
his heart. 4 For it came to pass,
when Solomon was old, that his wives
turned away his heart after other gods :
and his heart was not perfect with the
L.orp his God, as was the heart of
David his father., 5 For Solomon

1 The wonien of the sur-
rounding nations, not
Israelites.
strange=foreign.

2 Intro.,p. Ixiv. The dangh-
ter of Pharaoh does not
seem to have introduced
idelatrous worship.
Deut. vii. 1-4: The onl
nations there nientione
are the Hittites, and
perhaps the Zidonians,
but the spirit of the
prohibition was that the
Israelites should not
marry with the neigh-
bouring idolators lest
they should be turned
from the worship of
Jehovah.

Solomon’s three faclts:

(1) Accumulation of
riehes,

{2) Acquisition of
horses,

(3} Multiplieaticn of

wives,
arc nll forbidden to the
king in Deut. zvii.

(1) “ He shall not multiply horses to himself” (xvii. 16).
(8) ““Neither shall he multiply wives to himself™ (xvil. 17).
{8) " Neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold " (xvii. 1T).
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went after *Ashtoreth the goddess of
the Zidonians, and after Milcom the
abomination of the Ammonites. 6 And
Solomon did evil in the sight of the
Lorp, and went not [ully after the
Lokp, as did David his father. 7
Then did Solomon build an high place

for %Chemosh, the abomination of
Moab, in the 7hill that is Dlefore
Jerusalem, ahd for Molech, the

abomination of the children of Ammon.
8 And likewise did he for all his
strange wives, which burnt incense
and sacrificed unto their gods.

4 Astarte (Intro., p. xi).

§ Milcom or Molech (Intro.,
JUBIB%

6 Chemosh (Intro., p-xl):
Solonon allowed - his
wives to erect altars on
the high places wlerae
they worsbipped the god
of their nation. Pro-
bably he did nut worship
himself.

Op this idolatry (see
Intro., p. xv.).

702w the Mount of Olives
tacing the Temple; thus
in view of the city, and in
ostentatious rivalry with
the Temple wor-hip.
Part of the range of Lills
received e title of
Mount ofOtfence,because

it was supposed to be the scene of these idolatrons worships.

God’'s Anger against Solomon.

(Nox ¥ CHRONICLES.)

9 And the Lorp was angry with
Solomon, because his heart was turned
from the Lorp God of Israel, which
had appeared unto him ‘twice, 10 And
bad commanded him concerning this
thing, that he should not go after other
gods : but he kept not that which the
Lorp commanded. 11 Wherefore the
Lorp %said unto Solomon, Forasmuch
as this is done of thee, and thou hast
not kept my covenant and my statutes,
which I have commanded thee, I will
surely rend the kingdom from thee, and
will give it to 8thy servant. 12 Not-
withstanding in thy days I will not do
it *for David thy father’s sake: but I
will rend it out of the hand of thy son.
13 Howbeit I will not rend away all the
kingdom ; but will give Sone tribe to thy
son for David my servant’s sake, and
for Jerusalem’s sake which I have
chosen.

1 First, at Gibeon (iii. 5
at the commegcement o
the reign.

Second,at the completion
of the Temple (ix. 2).

The manner of the com-
munieation s not re-
corded—probably by the
moutlh of a prophet.
Solomon's visions oc-
curred in the time of his
obedience.

8 {.e.toone of thy subjects.
For thesakeof his father
David the judgment is
postponed till his son's
dnys; so Ahab's repent-
ance brought aloul a
postponement of the
saine penalty in his case
(xxi. 29},
5 Judah, with which was
united Benjarain (see
p. 54).
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Hadad the Edomite an Adversary to Solomon.

(Nor 1N OHKRONICLES.)
t4 And the Lorp “stirved up an
adversary unto Solomon, 'Hadad the
Edomite : he was of the king’s seed in
Edom. 15 For it came to pass, when
David was in ®Edom, and 3]Joab the
captain of the host was gone up to *bury
the slain, after he had smitten every
male in Edom; 16 (For six months
did Joab remain there with fall Israel,
until he had cut off every male in
Edom:) 17 That *Hadad fled, he and
certain Edomites of his father's servants
with him, to go into Egypt; Hadad
being yet a little child. 18 And they
arose out of "Midian, and came to
8Paran . and they took men with them
out of Paran, and they came to Egypt,
unto 9Pharaoh king of Egypt; which
gave him an ""house, and appointed him
victuals, and gave him land. 19 And
Hadad found great favour in the sight
of Pharaoh, so that he gave him to wife
the sister of his own wife, the sister of
NTahpenes the queen. 20 And the
sister of Tahpenes bare him ™ Genubath
his son, whom Tahpenes ¥weaned in
Pharaoh’s house : and Genubath “was
in Pharaoh’s household among the sons
of Pharaoh. 21 And when Hadad
heard in Egypt that David slept with
his fathers, and that ®*Joab the captain
of the host was dead, Hadad “said to
Pharaoh, Let me depart, that I may go
to mine own country. 22 Then Pharaoh
said unto him, But what hast thou
lacked .with me, that, Dbehold, thou
seekest to go to thine own country?
And he answered, Nothing: howhbeit
let me go in any wise.
a See R.V. comment, p. 114.

1 Intro. p. Ixxxi,

Edom lLad been cop-

quered by David

{1 Chiron. xviil 12, 18).

Abishai completely de-

feated the Edomites im

the valley of salt.

8 Joab was then commis-

sioned to complete the

subjugation of the coun-
try, with orders to slay
every male.

i.e. those I-raelites who

had fallen in the war.

§ Tiie whole sarmy of

Israel.

Hadad, then a little child,

was taken by the fugi-

tives sousthward through

Paran to Egypt.

Now in the later years ot

Solomon he returned to

Edom to recover his

kivgdom.

7 Midian (on this difficulty

geo Intro. p. Ixvii).

The wilderness to the

southof Judah, thescene

of the wanderings of the
children of lsrael.

Probably the pre”=ces-

sor of Solomon’s Luvher-

in-law,

10 Agsigned a place where
he might settle and stay,
and appointed a regular
provisivn for the support
of bLimself and his fol-
lowers.

11 Intro. p.xli.

12 Intro. p. xli.

13A grent event im the
Tast. AbLraham made a
feast when Isaac was
weaned (Gen. xxi. 8).
The child weaned in the
house of I’haraoh was
thus admitted into the
royal family.

14 Bronght up along with
the king's sons.

15 Hadad waits for the
death of Joab, so great
was the terror inspired
by the warrior who had
almost stamped out the
race of BEdom.

16 A refugee at an eastern
court must ask the
king’s pernission ere he
can <epart

-



XI. 23—2g] KINGS.

53

Rezon an Adversary.
(Nor 1x CHRONICL.ES,)

23 And God 9stirved hum up another
adversary, 'Rezon the son of Eliadah,
which fled from his lord *Hadadezer
king of *Zobah: 24 And he gathered
men unto him, and became 4captain
over a band, when David slew them of
Zobah: and they went to $Damascus,
and dwelt therein, and reigned in
Damascus. 25 And he was an ad-

versary to Israel all the days of
Solomon, beside the mischief that
Hadad did: and he abhorred Israel,

and reigned over Syria.

a See R.V. commant, p. 114

The Rise of Jeroboam.

(Nor IN CIIRONICLES.)

26 And Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
agn 'Ephrathite of 2Zeveda, Solomon’s
servant, whose mother's name was
3Zeruah, a widow woman, 4even he
lifted up his hand against the king.
27 And this was the cause that he
lifted up his hand against the king:
Solomon built 5Mille, and repaired the
breaches of the city of David his
father. 28 And the man Jeroboam
was a mighty man of valour: and
Solomon #seeing the young man that he
was industrious, he made him ruler
over all the charge of the ’house of
Joseph. 29 And it came to pass at
that time when Jeroboam went out of
Jerusalem, that the prophet 8Ahijah the
Shilonite found him in the way; and he

a see R.V. comment, p. 114,

Jeroboam took advantage of their discontent.
$ Intro. p. Ixxiz.
9One dwelling at Shilch (see xiv. 24).

1

- =

-

3

-

@

-

Rezon (Intro. p. 1xxxix.}
See 2 Suw. viil. 3-8,
Intro. p. lxxxii.

Intro. p. Ixxv.

He seems to have led
tha wandering life of a
guerilla chief, and whem
his opportunity came
entered Damascus and
settled there. Some:
time may have elapsed
ere he became king.
Intro. p. Ix.

An Ephraimite (Intro.
p: 1xxiv.). AnEphrathite is-
& man born at Ephiratah,
or Bethlehem.

Ot Zarthan(Intro.p.Ixxv.)-
Intro. p. xix.

One employed by Solo-
mon “aitned & blow at
the kins's authority " =
rebelled,

Millo (Lntro. p. xciv.).
Lit. “Cieged up the
breach,'” i.e. repaired the
fortifications.

This marks the time
when Bolomon first took
notice of Jerohoam.
The sen of a widow
wonian — himself a.
servant of Solomon—
Jeroboam owed his ad-
vancement to the king's.
favour.

= The tribe of Ephraim.
Jeroboam was made
superintendent of the-
forced labour exacted:
from Ephraim to build
Millo and the fortifica-
tions of FJerusalam. (8.C.)

O
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(x1. 30—37

had clad himselt with a “new garment ;
and they two were alone in the field.
30 And Ahijah caught the new gar-
ment that was on him, and rent it in
twelve pieces: 31 And be said to
Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for
thus saith the Loxp, the God of Israel,
. Behold, I'will rend the kingdom out of
the hand of Solomon, and will give ten
tribes to thee: ™32 {But he shall have
one tribe for my servant David’s sake,
‘and for Jerusalem's sake, the city which
I have chosen out of all the tribes of
Israel:) 33 Because that they have
forsaken me, and have worshipped
Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians,
Chemosh the-god of the Moabites, and
Milcom the god of the children of
Ammon, and have not walked in my
ways, to do that which is right in mine
eyes; and to keep my statutes and my
judgments, as did. David his father.
3+ Howbeit I will not take the whole
“kingdom out of his hand: but I will
make him prince *all the days of his
life for David my servant’s sake,whom
I chose, because he kept my command-
ments and my statutes: 35 But I
will take the kingdom out of his son’s
thand, and will give it unto thee, even
ten tribes. 36 And unto his son will I
give one tribe, that ‘David my servant
'may have a tVight alway before me in
Jerusalem, the city which I have
«chosen me to put my name there. * 37
And I will take thee, and thou shalt
reign according to all that thy soul

baee R.V.

10The first instance of the
delivery of a divine
message by symbolical
netion. This method
has heen termed an
acted parable.
Instances are:

{1) The rending of the
garment by Ahijah;
symibolical of the
rending  of  the
kingdom from the
hand of Solomon
(1 Kings xi, 81-32).
Zedekiah - made
orns  of  irom,
prophetic of the
mamier in which
Ahab should defeat
the Syrians ¢ ]
Kings xxii. 11).

(3) The rotting of the -
girdle buried by
Jeremiah ; sym-
bolical of the decay
of Judah (Jer. xiil.

1

2

1-11 .

(4) The Lreaking of the

potter's vessel b

Jercmiah ; symbol-

ical of the destrue-

tion of Jerusalem

{Jpr- xix, 1-10).

The eating of the

roill by Egzskiel

(Ez. iii. 1-3).

6) The tile and ifon
pan; symbolical of
the siege of Jeru:
salem (Ez. iv. 1-8).

(7) Hair burnt with
fire, ete.; symbol
ical of the fute of
the Jews (Ez. v. 1)

(5

v, 32

Judah, with which waa
connected Benjamin
{sea p.51). The rending
of the garment impled
that two pieces (i.e. two
tribes) would remain to
the house of Solomon.

12 Therefore Jeroboam
should have waited till
the death of Bolémomn.
Ahijah did not incite
him to rebellion. Jero-
boam’s over eagerness
led to his exile.

8 A lamp, symbolical of
the permanence of his

aule. In the Rasta lﬁmp hangs in every hbuse, and the presence of the lamp, in
many dwellings kept alight night end day, is an indication that the house is
werinanently occupied. The prophet evidently knows the design of Jeroboam.
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desireth, and shalt be king ove: Israel.
38 Andit shall be, if thou wilt *hearken
unto all that I command thee, and wilt
walk in my ways, and do that is 1ight
in my sight, to keep my statvtes and
my commandments, as David my ser-
vant did: that I will be with thee, and
build thee a sure house, as I built for
David, and will give Israel unto thee.
39 And I will for this afflict the seed
of David, but not for ever. 40 Solomon
sought »therefore to kill Jeroboam.
And Jeroboam arose, and fled into
Egypt, unto “*Shishak king of Egypt,
and was in Egypt until the death of
Solomon.

14 The throne is conditional
on keeping God’s laws.
The subsequent action
of Jeroboam in setting
up the goiden ealves at
Dan and Bethel must
have been a great dis-
appointment to Ahijah,

15 Because;

(1) Of his design against
the throne.

{2) Of thoe message de-
livered by Ahijah,

¥ The first king of the
dynasty which replaced
that of Bolomon's father-
in-law (see Intro. p. xli.).
Till ‘the mention of
Shishak all Egyptian
kings are described a8
Pharaoh,

Death and Burial of Solomon,
(2 OmronICLES 1x. 29-31.)

41 And the rest of the acts of Solo-
mon, and all that he did, and his wis-
dom, are they not written in the 'book
of the acts of Solomon? 42 And the
time that Solomon reigned in Jeru-
salem over all Israel was *forty years.
43 And Solomon slept with his fathers,
and was buried in the city of David
his father: and Rehoboam his son
reigned in his stead.

1 In the Book of Nathan
the prophet, and in $he
prophecy of Ahijah the
Slalonite, and in the
visions of Iddo the seer
against ~ Jeroboam.”
These were the sources
of information of the
chronicler of the reign.

(1) The early years of
the reign (Nathan).

(2) The main part of
the reign (dhijah}

(3) The closing events
(Iddo).

% Saul forty years; David f,rty years; Solomon forty years.
8olomon was not more than sixty years old when he died.

Accession of Rehoboam. Revolt of the Ten Tribes.

(2 CrroxicLES X. 1-19.)

12. And Rehoboam went to 'She-
chem : for 2all Israel were come to
Shechem to make him king, 2 And it

For causes of the schiam
see Intro p. xviii.
1 Shechem (Intro. p. Ixx.),

2 All "srasl = the northern

tribes.

Rehoboam succeeds Solomon peaceably at Jerusalem, but evidently his rule was

not at once accepted by the northern iribes.

The assembly was representative of the northern tribes, and it wounld appear that
they were not uanwilling to accept Rehoboam if be would make reasonable

concessions.

9**
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[x11. 3—10

came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, who was yet in Egypt, heard of
it (for he was fled from the presence of
king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in
Egypt;) 3 That they 3sent and called
him. And Jeroboam and all the con-
gregation of Israel came, and spake
unto Rehoboam, saying, 4 Thy father
made our *yoke grievous: now therefore
malke thou the grievous service of thy
father, and his heavy yoke which he
put upon us, blighter, and we will serve
thee. 5 And he said unto them,
Depart yet for 8three days, then come
again to me, And the people departed.
6 And king Rehoboam @consulted with
the old men, that 'stood before Solomon
his father while he yet lived, and said,
8How do ye advise that I may answer
this people? 7 And they spake unto
him, saying, °If thou-wilt be a servant
unto this people this day, and wilt
serve them, and answer them, and
speak "“good words to them, then they
will be thy Yservants for ever. 8 But
he forsook the counsel of the old men,
which they had given him, and %on-
sulted with the ®young ‘men that were
YBgrown up with him, and which stood
before him: 9 And he said unto them,
“What counsel give ye that we may
answer this people, who have spoken
to me, saying, Make the “yoke which
thy father did put upon ut lighter?
10 And the young men that were grown
up with Lbin spake unto him, saying,
¥Thus shalt thou speak unto this people
that spake unto thee, saying, Thy
father made our yoke heavy, but make
thou it lighter unto us; thus shalt thou

aSec R.V. cowwent, p. 115.

8 Thoy knew his ability
and his readiness to
asgist their eause.
Jeroboam, having beenin
charge of the Ephraimite
levy (xi. 28), was well
aware of their grie-
vances.

By the heavy taxes and

the forced service. The

taxes nnd labour had all
gone to entrich Judah
and beautify Jerusalem.

They ssk for remission

of taxation.

Time to consult his ad-

vigers.

7 Had stoo 1, i.e. had acted

a8 Solomon’s ministers

and counsellors.

“ What eounsel give ye to:

re%um angwer’ (3 Chron.

x. 6).

They recognize the

graviby of the situation.

The request was reason-

able, and must be

granted if the King is to
retain them as subjects.

10 Eind words. .

11 Be loyal subjects.
According to xiv. 21,
Rehoboam was 41.
The Septuegint makes
himm 16.  On his age see
Intro. Note, p. xxv.

12Young in comparlson
with the old men who
had becn Solomon's
advisers.

13 Among ancient nations
of the Eust it was a
cistom for princes to be
brought up and educated
with noble youths, These
often became the close
friends pnd advisers of
the prince when he be-
came King.,

W What advice give ye
that we may relurn
answer ' {2 Chron. x, 9).

1t Yoke = burden, d.e of
taxa:ion and labour,

18 The young men advise
him to miake no conces-
sions, but to assert his
authority, and threaten
harsher measures as a
punishment for their
audacity in making their
petition.

-

©
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say unto them, My little "finger ¥shall
be thicker than my father’s loins. 11
And now whereas my father did lade
you with a heavy yoke, I will ®add to
your yoke: my father hath chastised
you with “whips, but I will chastise you
with ®scorpions. 12 So Jeroboam and
all the people came to Rehcboam the
third day, as the king had appointed,
saying, Come to me again the third day.
13 And the king answered the people
vroughly, and forsook the old men’s
counsel that they gave him; 14 And
spake to them ™after the counsel of the
young men, saying, My fathe, made
your yoke heavy, and 1 will add to
your yoke: my father also chastised
you with whips, but I wiil chastise you
with scorpions. 15 Wherefore the
king hearkened not unto the people;
for the ¥cause was from the Lorp, that
he 'might #perform his saying, which the
Lorp spake by 2#Ahijah the Shilonite
unto Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 16 So
when all Israel saw that the king
hearkened not unto them, the people
answered the king, saying, What
portion have we in David ? neither have
we inheritance in the son of Jesse : #to
your tents, O Israel: now see to thine
own ®house, David. So Israel ¥departed
-unto their tents. 17 But as for the
children of Israel which dwelt in the
cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over
them. 18 Then king Rehoboam sent
Adoram, who was over the *¢ribute ; and

bsee R.V. ezee R.V, comment, p. 109. |

17 Pinger ir notin the text—:
supplied as explanatory.
You shall find my band
beavier on you-—as much
a8 if my little finger
were thicker than my
father's loins.

18 There shall be mno
diminution, but rather
an saddition to your
burdens.

14 There ig uo evidence that
the people were beaten
to compel them to per-
torm their tasks, so the
phrase may be o mere
figure of speech.

20 But the Bcorpion may
refer to0 a whip, the lash
of which was loaded
with weights and sharp
points, The blow may
well be eompared to the
sting of the scorpion.
Compare with theRoman
scourge.

21 The advice of the young
men agreed with the
sentiments of the King.
He may have been
further irritated by the
presence of Jeroboam.

22Cause, lit, “turn of
events.,”

23 Establish his word.

24 See xi. 31.

25 The watchword of revolt.
The same cry of rebel-
lion was raised by Sheba
(2 8am. xx. 1). The lagt
words are an addition,
probably in sarcasm.

26 House,

This would include—

(1) The tribe of Benja-
min closely united
to Judah by the

osition of Jerusa-
em,and also joined
to the house of
David by the mar
riage of David with
Michal, the daugh-
ter of Saul.

(2) The tribe of Simeon
already absorbed
in Judah.

Levites and priests may

beadded, who after the idolatry of Jeroboam migrated to Judah (2 Chron. xi, 13-16).
21 1t means break up the assembly and go home, bub at the same time implies

rebellion.
28 The levy, i.e. to collect the tazes as usual.

The prescnce of such an officiat

reminding them of the hateful tribute was the cause of an cutburst of savage
fury in which Adoram lost his life, and it would seem that the King had to flee

from their violence.
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all Tsrael stoned him with stones, that
he died. Therefore king Rehoboam
made speed to get him up to his
chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. 19 So
Israel Prebelled against the house of
David unto this day. 20 And it came
to pass, when all Israel heard that
Jeroboam was come again, that they
sent and called him unto the congrega-
tion, and made him king over all Israel :
there was none that followed the house

of David, but the tribe of Judah only.

#® Thus the original record
to which the compiler of
Kings had access must
have been written before
the Kingdom of Israel
was destroyed by the
Asgyrians.

The Prophet Shemaigh forbids Rehoboam to make War on Israel

(2 CHRONICLES XI. 1-4.)

21 And”when Rehoboam was come
to Jerusalem, he assembled all the
house of Judah, with the tribe of
Benjamin, an hundred and fourscore
thousand chosen men, which were
warriors, to fight against the house of
Israel, to bring the kingdom again to
Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 22 'But
the word of God came unto ?Shemaiah
the man of God, saying, 23 Speak
unto Rehoboam, the son of Solomon,
king of Judah, and unto all the house
of Judah and Benjamin, and to the
3remnant of the people, saying, 24 Thus
saith the f.orD, Ye shail not go up, nor
fight against your brethren the chil-
dren of Israel: return every man to
his house ; for this thing is from me.
They hearkened therefore to the word
of the Lorp, and returned to depart,

according to the word of the Lorbp.

Jeroboam sets up the Calves in Dan

(NoT 1N CHRONICLES.)
25 Then Jeroboam 'built Shechem in
@mount Ephraim, and dwelt therein ;
asee R.V comment, p. 109, -

13
II’Th.e
|

1 God stops the olvil war
by sending the prophet
Shemaianh to stay the
expeditinn of Rehoboan:.
Shemaiah (Intro., p. xC.}.
He is mentioned as
bLringing a 1nessage of
comiort during the inva-
sion of Shishak (2 Chron.
xii. 5-T).
He also wrote the chron-
icle of the reign of Reho-
boam (2 Chron. xii. 15).
B the rest, i.e. those of the
ten tribes dwelling in
Judah.

9

and Beath-el,

Fortified it and made 1t
his capital.
ill  countr

of
Ephraim (Intxo.,p.

vii),
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and went out from thence, and built
3Penuel. 26 And Jerohoam said in his
beart, tNow shall the kingdom return to
the house of David: 27 If this people
go up to do sacrifice in the house of the
Lorb at Jerusalem, then shall the heart
of this people turn again unto their lord,
even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and
they shall kill me, and bgo agedn to
Rehoboam king of Judah. 28 $Where-
upon the king took counsel, and made
*two calves of gold, and said unto them,
It is too much for you to go up to
Jerusalem : behold 7thy gods, O Israel,
which brought thee up out of the land
of Egypt. 29 And he set the one in
8Beth-¢l, and the other put he in 9Dan.
30 And this thing became a sin: for
the people went to worshipbefore the one,
even unto Dan. 31 And he made ¥y
house of high places, and made priests
dof the “lowest of the people, which were
not of the sons of Levi. 32 And
Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth
month, on the fifteenth day of the
month, like unto the "east that is in
Judah, and he offered upon the aliar.
So did he in Beth-el, sacrificing unto
the calves that he had made: and he

bsee R.V. csee R.V. dseeR.V.comment, p. 115.

8 (Intro., p. 1xviii.) in Gilead
on the east of Jordan.
A stronghold in the
eastern part of his
kingdon:, guarding t e
forls of the Jordan.

4 Jeroboam’s act was one
of worldly palicy. The
religious unity of the
people might bring about:
a re-action for civik
union. The constand
journeying to the Tewm-
ple three times a year
might well lead to &
desire for natioual unity,

8 50 Jerobeam devises a

plan to avoid such a

result which threstened

not only his royalty bub
his life.,
t1) hu imitation of the
golden caif ninde by
Aaron (Ex. xxxii.8h
Jeroboain uses the
precise words
uttered by Aaron
on that occasion.
{2) In iwmitation of the
animal worship of
BEgypt from which
country Jeroboam
ad  only  lately
returned.

7 Jeroboam did not intend
to worship o false God,
but the true God under
the form of a calf. He
broke the second com-
mandment, not the first.

8 Beth-el (see Lutro., p. lvii)

was & place of special

sanctity. The name
signifies ¢“House of Grod."”

Dan (Intro., p. 1x.) or

Laish in the extreme

north, probably still the

seat of the worshi
introduced by DMica

(Judges xviii. 30).

©

The two extremities of thhe land may have beenr chosen—

{1) Fur Lhe convenience of worshippers.
{2) As an iudication that the whole land was holy.

10 Houses of high places, i.e. two more Temples, one at Dan, the other at Beth-el,

11 From all the people, i.e. taken from anywhere.
took refuge in Judah (2 Chrou. 2i. 13-15).

The Levites were disnissed, and

12 The Feast of Tabernacles which took place on the 15th day of the 7th month.

Bo Jeroboam challonged this Fenst

Jeronoam’s innovations inclnded—

It may be naeted that the Dedication of the
Temple oceurred at thie Feast of Tabernacles {viii. 2).

(1) The erection of the golden ealves at Dan and Beth-el.

{2) The tixing of the (mfy of the feast.
(3) The appointment of priests.

{4) The offering of sacrifices and the burning of incense by himself as king, thus
usurping the priesily funciions, but in this he followed the example of

Solomon.
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placed in Beth-el the priests of the high
places which he had made. 33 So he
offered upon the altar which he had
made in Beth-el the fifteenth day of the
eighth month, even in the month which
he had devised of his own heart; and
ordained a feast unto the children of
Israel : and he offered upon the altar,
and burnt incense.

The Altar at Beth-el denounced by & Man of God from Judah.

{Nor m CHRONICLES,)

13. And,behold,therecamea 'manof
God out of Judah by the word of the
Lorp unto Beth-el: and Jeroboam
2stood 3by the altar to burn incense.
2 And he cried against the altar in the
word of the Lorp, and said, O altar,
altar, thus saith the Lorp; Behold, a
child shall be born unto the house of
David, 4Josiah by *name ; and upon thee
shall he Soffer the priests of the high
places that burn incense upon thee, and
men's bones shall be burat upon thee.
3 And he gave 7a sign the same day,
saying, This is the sign which the L.orD
hath spoken; Behold, the altar shali be
rent, and the ashes that are upon it
shall be poured out. 4 And it camne to
pass, when king Jeroboam heard the
saying of the man of God, which had
cried against the altar in Beth-el, that
he put forth his hand from the altar,
saying, Lay hold on him. And his

This history is evidently

taken from prophetical

tradition or records

{Intro., p. vii.),

Man of God=one devoted

to God's service, and so

well suited to act as

God's spokesman. The

title is applied to wany

of the Old Testameut
prophets,

St. Paul applies it to

Timothy, ‘“Thou, C man

of God™ (1 Tim. vi. 11}

and to Christian minis-

ters generally,* That tie
mai of Gad may be per-

fe(_:t” (2 Tim. iii. 17).

His name i unknown.

Josephus calls him

Jadon (Iddo); but +his

cannot be, for Iddo out-

lived Jerobeam, and
wrote the chronicle of

the reign of Ablijah (2

Chron. xiii. 22),

‘Was standing.

On the altar, i.c. on the

ledge or platform on

which the priestsiood to
sacrifice.

4 Josiah = one helped by
Jehovah; so the prophet
may have used a phrase
which subscquentiy be-
came incorporated inte
a amae.

-

&

8 There is only one other instance of a name particularly mentioned in prophecy,

viz. the name of Cyrus, in the

rophecy of {siiah (zliv, 28

8 The prophecy was literaily fulfilled more than three hundred years after i the

reformation wrought by Josiah (2 Kings xxiii. 15-20).
i A sign, i.e. that the propheey should be folfilled.

See—

The sign of the birth of & son (Immanucl), given by Isaiak to Ahaz in the

Assyrian invasion (Isaiah vii. 13-16).

The sign of the sundial, given Ly Isainh to Hezekiah {2 Kings xx. §11) as a sign

to Lis atdendants.
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hand, which he put forth against him,
8dried up, so that he could not %pull it in
again to him. 5 The altar also was
rent, and the ashes poured out from the
altar, according to the sign which the
man of God had given by the word of
the Lorp. 6 And the king answered
and said unto the man of God, *Intreat
now the 2face of the Lorp thy God, and
pray for me, that my hand may be
restored me again. And the man of
God besought the Lorp, and the king’s
hand was restored him again, and be-
came as it was before. 7 And the king
said unto the man of God, *Come home
with me, and refresh thyself, and I will
givethee a "reward. 8 And theman of
God said unto the king, If thou wilt
give me Yhalf thine house, I will not go
in with thee, neither will I eat “Sbread
nor drink water in this place; ¢ For
so was it charged me by the word of
the Lorp, saying, Eat no bread, nor
drink water, nor Yturn again by the same
way that thou camest. 10 So he went
another way, and returned not by the
way that he came to Beth-el. 11 Now
there dwelt an old ®prophet in Beth-el ;
and his sons came and told him all the
works that the man of God had dore
that day in Beth-el: the words which
he had spoken unto the king, them they
told also to their father, 12 And their
father said unto them, What way went
he? For his sons had seen what way
the man of God went, which came from

Judah., 13 And he said unto his sons,
Saddle me the ass. So they saddled
asee R, V. b see R.V,

8 Was paralysod.

680 Pharaoh conbinually
requested iloses to in-
treat the Iord for him
to remove the plagues.

B Jeroboain  desired to
lessen the effect of the
prophet's message.

11t was customary to re-
ward & prophet if he
granted any request
Examples ace—

(1) Saul, when enquir-
ing for his father's
asses, brought a
present to Samuel
(1 Sam, ix, 7-8).

(2) Jeroboam seut &
present by his wife
to Ahijah (1 Kings
xiv. 2-3).

@) The king of Syria
sent a present to
Elishe desiringhim
to heal Naaman (2
Kings v. 5.

(4} Nagman desired to
rewncd Elisha (8
Kings v. 15).

(8) Benhadad sent
Hazael with a
present to RElisha
(2 Kings viil, 8-9).

12 Half the wealth in thine
honse (compare Balak,
Nuomb. xxii. 18).

18 This amon:st Easterns
is a token and pledgo of
peace and friendship.

Nute.—

1. The prophet will
take no reward—
thns he was disin-
terested.

2. He will not consors
with the people of
Beth-el-—an indica-
tion of God'sabhor-
rence of the calfl
wor-hip, Theman
of God can have no
intercourse with
idolators.

14 So that he might not be
interruptedand detained.

15 Prophet (see Inbro., p.
xxxiil. )

A true prophet but a bad
man (like Balaam).

He did not rebuke the
calf worship.

He allowed his sons to
attend the festival.

He tried to induce the * man of God” to return. His motive may have been to
please the king by bringing the prophet back, and thus weakening the effect of

his message.
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[xi11. 14—23

him the ass: and he rode thereon.
14 And went after the man of God,
and found him sitting under an %oak :
and he said unto him, Art thou the man
of God that camest from Judah? And
he said, I am. 15 Then he said unto
him, Come home with me, and eat
bread. 16 And he said, I may not
return with thee, nor go in with thee:
neither will I eat bread nor drink water
with thee in this place: 17 For it was
said to me by the word of the Lorb,
Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink water
there, nor furn again to go by the
way that thou camest. 18 He said
unto him, I am a prophet also as thou
art; and an angel spake unto me by
the word of the Lorp, saying, Bring
him back with thee into thine house,
that he may eat bread and drink water.
But he lied unto him. 19 So he 17went
back with him, and did eat bread in his
houvse, and drank water. 20 And it
came to pass, as they sat at the table,
that the word of the Lorp came unto
the prophet that brought him back:
21 And he cried unto the man of God
that came from Judah, saying, Thus
saith the Lorp, Forasmuch as thou
ohast disobeyed the mouth of the Lorp,
and hast not kept the commandment
which the Lorp thy God commanded
thee, 22 But camest back, and hast
eaten bread and drunk water in the
place, of the which the Lorp did say to
thee, Eat no bread, and drink no water;
thy carcase shall not come unto the
sepulchre of thy fathers. 23 And it
came to pass, after he had eaten bread,
and after he had drunk, that he saddled

¢ see LY. cotnment, . 115,

18 The oak, or the terebinth

tree. Apparently a well
known tree not far from
Beth-el.

The man of God had
loitered needlessly. This
fault brings about the
subsequent calamity,

17 The man of God ought
not to have been de-
ceived. for:

(1} His mission was
one of danger. He
had to rebuke the
king at a [festival
where he could have
been easily seized.

{2) The mess.ge . was
one which would par-
ticularly irritate the
king as thwarting his
great scheme of state
go]icy to strengthen

is kingdoni.

(3) Therefore the pro-
phet must have had
direet command from
God and assurance of
Divine protection.

() The message
definite.

(@) He was to hold
no cowmrication
with the idolators
at Beth-el. * Not
to eat breadl or
Arink water.”

() He was to return
Ly o diffecrent way
BO &5 tu escape all
detention.

{5) The purpose of these
commands was clear,
viz, to mark God's
displeasure at the
action of Jeroboam in
inaugurating the calf
worship,

Therefore the man of
God was wrong:

(1} In delaving his re-
return by  resting
under the onk,

(2) In belinving the old
prophet, for
{a) If the old proghet

had dome his dnty
he would himself
have rebnked
Jeroboam, and so
there would have
been no necessity
for a special mes-
sengerfro n Judal.

was
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for him the ass, to wit, for the prophet
whom he had brought back. 24 And
when he was gone, a lion met him by
the way, and slew him : and his carcase
was cast in the way, and the ass stood
by it, the lion also stood by the carcase.
25 And, behold, men passed by, and
saw the carcase cast in the way, and
the lion standing by the carcase: and
they came and told it in the city where
the old prophet dwelt. 26 And when
the prophet that brought him back from
the way heard thereof, he said, It is the
man of God, who was disobedient unto
the word of the L.orD: therefore the L.orp
hath delivered him unto the lion, which
hath torn him, and slain him, according
to the eword of the Lorp, which he spake
unto him. 27 And he spake to his sons,
saying, Saddle me the ass. And they
saddled ®him. 28 And he wentand found
his carcase cast in the way, and the ass
and the lion 8standing bythe carcase: the
lion had not eaten the carcase, nor torn
the ass. 29 And the prophet took up

asee R.V. comment, p. 115. ?seeR.V,

(b) He ought there-
Iore to have rog-
garded the old
prophet with sus-
picion. But “he
takes his word
without any de-
mand for proof.

(¢} If God revoked
80 clear a command
given for such a
serious purpose, it
would have been
in a manner as
marked as that
which character-
fzed the original
commission,

The man of God should
have felt that hig obedi-
ence was being tried,
and should have resisted
the temptation. Perhaps
he was regrefting his
forced departure from
Beth-el,

He was deoeived because
he deceived himself, and
was only too ready to
receive & & message
from God that which
agreed with his own
inclinations. 8o he
brought his fpunishment
upon himself.

Hiz death was necessary.
The people had heard
him proelaim that he
was forbidden *“{fo eat
bread and drigk water”
at Beth-el. This was part
of God's command. [f

he broke the injunction what evidence would there be that the doom pronounced
against the altar would be fulfilled ? The prophet would have been mocked at
and his message dircounted.
V.20. Thisis a genuine message from God. i
The Jews were particular in their burial rites, The Hebrews evinced great
anxiety to be buried with sheir fathers. Jacob's body was brought from Egypt
by Joseph at his own request (Gen. xlvii. 30, xlix. 29, 1. 13). Joseph left a dying
command that his bones should be taken with the Israelites when they left
Egypt for Canaan (Gea. 1. 25). Barzillai desired to be buried in his own city.
(2 Sam. xix. 37).
18 Beasts of prey were common. The act was a visitation of God, for
(1) The lion did not tear the carcase, but guarded it. It did not attack the old
prophet nor any passers by.
(2) The ass did nok Hee from the lion, but also stood by the carcase, and ihqs
God overruled the disobedience of the prophet, and gave greater emphasis
to the message he had delivered. 3
The prophet punished for disobediemce proclaimed God's purpose more
emphatically in his death.
Licns mentioned:
{1) The lion sl&in by Bamson (Judges xiv. 5).
{2) David slew & lion and a bear when keeping his father’s sheep {1 Sam. xvi1. 34).
{3) Benaiah glew a lion in the time of snow (2 Sam. xxiii. 30). i
{4) A lion slew the man who refused to smite the prophet when bidden to do se
in the name of the Lord (1 Kings xx. 36 :

10
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XIlI, 30—XIV. 2

the carcase of the man of God, and
laid it upon the ass, and brought it
back : and the old prophet came to the
city, to mourn and to bury him. 3%o
And he laid his carcase in his Yown
grave; and they mourned over him,
saying, 20Alas, my brother! 31 And it
came to pass, after he had buried him,
that he spake to his sons, saying,
When [ am dead, then bury me in the
sepulchre wherein the man of God is
buried; #lay my bones beside his bones ;
32 For the saying which he cried by
the word of the Lorp against the altar
in Beth-el,and 2#against all the houses of
the high places which are in the cities
of Samaria, shall surely come to pass.

19 As if he had been of his
own family.

% Seemingly a usual form
of lamentation for the
dead (Jer. xxii. 18). -

91 And 80 at the reformation
by Josiah his grave was
not desecrated and his
bones were not burnt on
the ultar (2 Kings xxili,
18). These acts of the old
prophet bore witness to
the truth of the message
of the man of God. The
tomb would ba a silent
witness inBeth-el against
the idolatries practised
there.

23 Thus the message in
verse 9 is enlarged to
comprigse zll places of
idolatrous worship.

Jeroboam continues his evil ways,

(Nor 1x CHRONICLES,)

33 After this thing Jeroboam 'returned
not from his evil way, but made again
aof the Blowest of the people priests of the
high places : $whosoever would, he con-
secrated him, and bhe became one of the
priests of the high places. 34 And #this
thing became sin unto the house of
Jeroboam, even to cut it off, and to
destroy it from off the face of the earth.
a see B.V.comment, p. 115. bsee R.V. comment, p. 115,

1 The warning and the

judgment of God are
de?ised by Jeroboam,
aud so he sinks deeper
and deeperinto evil ways.
From among all the
people. .
“ Whosoever would.” The
qualification seems to
have been the sacrifice
of “ ayoung bullock and
scven rams" (2 Chron,
xiii, 9), stated by Abijam
in his nddress to Jero-
boam before the battie
of Mount Zemaraim,

4+ This thing, f.e. the persistence in wrong (viz. the calf worship) aftet warning

{see p. 61).

Jeroboam inquires concerning his Sick Son. The Prophet's
reply. The End of Jeroboam's reign.

{Nor 1x CHRONICLES,)

14. 1At that time *Abijah the son of
Jeroboam fell sick. 2 And Jeroboam
said to his wife, Arise, I pray thee, and

1 The first of the punish-

ments on the house of
Jarcboam.

2 Abijah (* whose father is Jehovak ™) (Intro. p. ixxvii), The name indicates that
Jercboam did Dot intend to abandon the worehip of Jehovah.
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3disguise thyself, that thou be not known
to be the wife of Jeroboam ; and get
thee to 4Shiloh : behold, thereis #Ahijah
the prophet, which told me that I should
be king over tkis people. 3 And 8take
with thee ten loaves, and Tcracknels, and
a 8cruse of honey, and go to him: he
shall tell thee what shall become of the
- child. 4 And Jeroboam's wife did so,
and arose, ard went to Shiloh, and
came to the house of Ahijah. But
Ahijah could not see; ®for his eyes were
set by reason of his age. 5 And the
Lorp said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife
of Jeroboam cometh ato ask a thing of
thee “for her son: for he is sick: thus
and thus shalt thou say unto her: for it
shall be, when she cometh in, that *she
shalil feign herself to be another woman,
6 And 1t was so, when Ahijah heard
the sound of her feet, as she came in
at the door, that he said, Come in, thou
wife of Jeroboam ; "why feignest thou
thyself to be another? for I am sent to
thee with heavy tidings. 4 Go, teil
Jeroboam, Thus saith the Lorp God of
Israel, Forasmuch as I exalted thee
from among the people, and made thee
prince over my people Israel. 8 And
rent the kingdom away from the house
of David, and gave it thee: and yet
thou hast not been as my servant David,
who kept my commandments, and who
followed me with all his heart, to do
that only which was right in mine
eyes; o But hast done evil above all
that were before thee: for thou hast
gone and "made thee other gods, and
molten images, to provoke me to anger,
and “hast cast me behind thy back:
asee R.V, comment, p. 116

8 Disguise, ¢.6. 80 that she
should not be recognized
as the queen. Jeroboam
fears he wnay receive an
unfavourable answer. -

4 8hiloh (Intro. p., 1xxi.}.

§ Ahijah (Intro. p. lzxix)),
the same prophet whe
had given him the king-
dom {xi. 29}.

On presents to prophets,
see p. 63. A
Cracknels, the word irm
the original also de-
geribes the bread of the
Gibeonites (Josh. ix. 5),
= a biseuit baked hard,
crumbling easily.
Cruse = bottle.
Peasant's food, in cha-
racter with her disguise.
¥ 80 Isaac when deceived
by Jacob and Rebekah,
The expression is uged of
Eli (1 Sam. iv. 15).
10 Concerning her son.

®

-

11 “Bhe shall make hersel?
strange,” f.6. come in
disguise.

12 “Why makest thou thy-
gelf strange?” i.e. why
do you come in disguise ?
The prophet tells her
that she is known to
him, and rejects her
petition before she asks
it.

1k,

18 Solomon &allowed his
wives to erect high
places for their gods and
to worship. These were
not intendad for the
people.

Jeroboam was the first
ruler to deliberately lead
his people from the true
worship. He succeeded
in making the calf wor-
ship the religion of the
greater part of his
subjects. Thus he is
referred to as * Jeroboam
the son of Nebat which
made Isracl to sin" (on
his sin see Intro., p. xxi.),

4 Denotes the manner in
which _Jeroboam had
deapised and contemned
the messages of God.
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10 Therefore, behold, I will bring evil
upon the house of jeroboam; and will cut
off from Jeroboam every man child; and
Yhim that is shut up and left "%in Israel, and
will *take away the remnant of the house
of Jeroboam, as a man taketh away
Adung, till it beall gone. 11 *Him that
dieth of Jeroboam in the city shall the
“dogs eat ; and him that dieth in the field
shall the fowls of the air eat: for the
Lorp hath spoken it. 12 Arise thou
therefore, get thee to thine own house:
and when thy feet enter into the city,
the child shall die.
shall mourn for him, and bury him; for
he only of Jeroboam shall come to the
grave, because in him there is found
®some good thing toward the Lorp God
of Israel in the house of Jeroboam. 14
Moreover the Lorp shall raise him up
a king over Israel, who shall cut off the
house of Jeroboam thatday : #but what ?
even now. 15 For the Lorp shall
smite Israel, as a reed is shaken in the
water, and he shall root up Israel out
of this good land, which he gave to their
fathers, and shall scatter them beyond
the ®river, becanse they have made their
ABgyoves, provoiing the LorD to anger.
16 And he shall give Israel up because
of the sins of Jeroboam, #who did #sin,
and who made Israel to sin. 17 And
Jeroboam’'s wife arose, and departed,
and came to Tirzah: and when she
came to the threshold of the door, the
child died; 18 And they buried him;
and all Israel mourned for him, accord-
ing to the word of the Lorp, which he
spake by the hand of his servant Ahijah
the prophet. 19 And the rest of the
bage R.V.comment, p. 115. ¢ epe R. V. comment, p. 116,

13 And all Israel

1B Left at large, {.e. the
young, those under re:
strainb (* shut up”), and
the old, free to go about
a8 they plemse (“left at
large™).

18 Will utterly sweep away.

17 Ag if they were filth.

184i.e. their dead bodies
should be left unburied
and uncared for., A
similar judgment was
pronounced on the house
of Ahab (xxi, 24); also on
the house of Baasha
(xvi. 4).

19 Dogs are the scavengers

. and unclean snimals.

% He had evidently shown
gigns of piety and
promise. .
He appears to have been
heir to the throne.

He was mourned by all

Israel (v. 18).

Baasha executed this
ropheey (xv. 23-30).

2 But what do I say? It
ghall come to pass ab
once; there shall be no
delny.

22 BEuphrates (R.V.
ment, p. 109).

8 Agherim (Intro., p. x1.).
i.e. into the power of
their enemies.

#HWhich he sinned, and
wherewith he hath made
Israel to gin,

2 By setting up the calves.

com-

26 Tirzah (Intro., p. lxxiv.).
Now Jeroboam’s capital.
Alse the capital of
Baasha (xv. 33). It
remained the capital till
the building of Samaria
by Orari (xvi. 23-24),
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acts of Jeroboam, how he #?warred, and
how he reigned, behold, they are written
in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel. 20 And the days
which Jercboam reigned were two and
twenty years: and he slept with his
fathers, and #8Nadab his son reigned in
his stead.

# Continually with Reho-
boam (V. b).
Ho was defeated by
Abijah when he lost
500,000 {probably 5,000}
meh, and many citiek
(2 Chron, xiii, 3-20). °

B Intro,, p. xxi,

ADDITIONS FROM CHRONICLES.

L The Priests and Levites refused to minister before the calves. They were
degraded from their office by Jercboemn, and then migrated into Judah (8

Chron. xi. 13-17), i
2. He wos defeated by Abijah (3 Chron. xiil, 3-20).

8 “The Lord struck him and he died™ (3 Chron. xiii. 20), Either from some
sudden visitation or that the calamities of the death of his son Abijah,
and of his defeat by Abijah, King of Judah, so seriously affected him thak
men regarded them a8 a judgment from the Lord,

The Reign of Rehohoam.

{2 OmRoNICLES Xmr. 13))

21 And Rehoboam the son of
Solomon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam
was forty and one years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned seven-

teen years in Jerusalem, the city which’

the Lorp did choose out of all the tribes
of Israel, to put his name there. And
his ®mother’s name was Naamah an
Ammonitess. 22 And Judah did evil
in the sight of the Lorp, and they pro-
voked him to jealousy with their sins
which they had committed, above all
that their tathers had done. 23 For
they also built them high places, and
a3/mages, and *groves, on every high hill,
and under every green tree. 24 And
there were also sodomites in the land :
and they did according to all the abomi-
nations of the nations which the Lorp
cast out before the children cf Israel.

a sce N.V, comment, p. 115.

1(On the age of Rehoboam
see Intro. Note, p. xxv.)
2The mothers of the
kings are always named ;
an indication of the
important positicn of
the queen-mother.
For tho firat three years
of the reign, Judah and
Rehoboam **walked in
the way of David and
Solomon” (& Chron. Xi.
17). At the end of that
time he forsook Ged
(2 Chron., xil, 1}, ’
8Tmages = pillars or
obelisks.  Cairns. oz
single stones, i.s. monu-
ments of stone denoting
a spot sacred to somo
heathen divinity. °
4 Asglerim (Intro., p. xL.}
Instances of Pillars,
(1) Jacob  erecied
plllars
{@) At Beth-ol
(Gen. XXviii. 18).
{(b) At Mizpah
(Gen. XXxi. 45).
(c) Again ot
Beth-el (zzxV,
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The Invasion of Shishak. Death of Rekoboam,

{2 CuroNICLES X1I. 2-16,)

25 'And it came to pass in the ffth
year of king Rehoboam, that 2Shishak
king of Egypt came up against Jeru-
salem: 26 And he tock away the
treasures of the house of the Lorp, and
the treasures of the king’s house; he
even took away all: and he took away
all the shields of gold which Solomon
had made. 27 And king Rehoboam
made in their stead $brasen shields, and
committed them unto the hands of the
4chief of the guard, whichkept the door of
the king's house. 28 And it was so,
Swhen the king ®went into the house of
the Lorp, that the guard bare them,
and brought them back into the guard
chamber. 29 Now the rest of the
acts of Rehoboam, and ali that he did,
are they not written in the book of the
"chronicles of the kings of Judah? 30
And there was war between Rehoboam
and Jeroboam 8all their days. 31 And
Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and
was buried with his fathers in the city
of David. And his mother’s name was
Naamah ®an Ainmonitess. And *Abijam
his son reigned in his stead.
a8ee RV,

9 Abijah in Chronicles.

ADDITIONAL

1The account in Chron-
icles is fuller, It gives

(1) The remson of the

invagion ‘' because

had trans-
gressed against the
Lord (vé;f'lj.

(2) The description of
g)hmhak‘s army (v.
(8) The capture of

several  fortified

cities (v. 4),

(4) The repentance of
the people at the
call of Shemsaiash

(v, 5-8).

{6) The preservation of
Jerusalem from de-
struction (v. 7).

2Shishak (Intre., p. xli.).
He gave gsylum fo Jero-
boam (xi. 40). So this
expedition may have
been underteken at the
?rompt.ing of Jerobonm

x. 16-17). -
8 Shields
R
ap 8 of the guard,
These shields were not
kept in the house of the
forest of Lebanon.
As often as.

€80 Rehoboam main-
tained a public profes-
sion of faith in Jehovah,
His sin lay in his encour-
agement and perhaps
secreb  practice  of
idolatry.

TNot the Books we call
Carenicles, but the
national records.

8 {.6. continually,

of brass or

EVENTS FROM CHRONICLES.

(1) The fortificntion of fifteen cities near Jerusalem guarding the roads leading

to the capital. !
captaing over thewm (2 Chron. xi. 5-12).

Heo stored the cities with provisions and arms and get

(2) The Priests and Levites turned out of office by Jeroboam along with other
pious persons flocked into Judah, and 80 strengthened his kingdom

(xi. 13-17). B . i
(3) A list of his wives and children (xi. 18-21).

4) He nominated Abijah as his successor, and distributed his other sons as

rulers in the fenced cities (xi. 22-23).

(5) The particulars of Shishak's invasion (xii, 2-16), see note on v. 25 above.
(6) That his acts were “written in the book of Shemaiah the prophet and of Idde

the seer concerning genealogies™ (xii, 15).
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The Reign of Abijam in Judah.
) (2 CHRONICLRES xIm. 1-22)
>15, Now in the eighteenth year of | | Bogan to reign.
- . . 1jah.
king Jeroboam the son of Nebat'reigned | sMaachan (Intro. p.
Ixxxviii.). In Chronicles

2Abjiam over Judah., 2 Three years
reigned he in  Jerusalem, And
his mother's name was $Maachah, the
daughter of 4Abishalom. 3 And he
walked in all the sins of his father,
which he had done before him: and his
heart was not perfect with the Lorp his
God, as the heart of David his 5father,
4 Nevertheless for David’s sake did
the Lorp his God give him a *lamp in
Jerusalem, to set up his son after him,
and to establish Jerusalem: 5 Because
David did that which was right in the
€yes of the Lorp, and turned not aside
from any thing that he commanded him
all the days of his life, 7save only in the
matter of Uriah the Hittite, 6 And
there was 8war between Rehoboam and
Jeroboam all the days of his life. 7 Now
the rest of the acts of Abijam, and all
that he did, are they not written in the
book ¢ f the chronicles of the kings of
Judah? And there was war between
Abijam and Jeroboam. 8 And Abijam
slept with his fathers; and they buried
him in the city of David: and Asa his
son reigned in his stead.

she i3 called “ Michaiak,
the daughter of Uriel of
Gibeah' (2 Chron. xiil.2)
Uriel would be her father,
having married Thamar,
the danghter ofAbsalom.
Absalom would be her
pgrandfather.

4 Absalom.

5 Angestor. David was his
great grandiather,

6 See note xi. 36.

The faithfulness of David
saved the kings vt Judah
from the punisnment
meted ount to the royal
families of Israel, i.a
Jorobosm, Baasha,
Zimri, Abab, ete. One
dynasty held the throne
in Judah for nearly 400
years., There were hine
dynasties in Israelin less
than 250 years.

TThe only time David's
name is mentioned with
any qualification of
blame.

The great sin of his life
(2 8am. xi. 4-15).

8(The war is described in
8 Chron. xiii. 3-20, whioh
should be read).

ADDITIONS FROM
CHRONICLES.

(1) The Dbattle with
Jeroboam an
Mount Zemaraim
in Mount Ephraim,
when Abijah com-
pletely defeated
him, and took

Deth-el, Jeshanah and Ephrain with their towns, f.e. the neighbouring

villages (xiii. 3-20).
(2) The list of his sons and daughters (v. 21).

(3) The statement that ** the rest of " his “acts,” " his ways and his sayings are

written in the story of Iddo the prephet.”

The Reign of Asa. His Reforms.

{2 CHRONICLES XIV., XV., XVI)

5 And in the twentieth year of
Jeroboam king of Israel lreigned Asa
over Judah. 10 And forty and one

1 Began to reign
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[xv. 11—18

years reigned he in Jerusalem. And
his *mother’s name was Maachah, the
daughter of Abishalom. 11 And Asa
did that which wasright in the eyes of
the Lorp, as did David his father, 12
And he took away the sodomites out of
the land, and removed all the idols that
his fathers had made. 13 And also
Maachah his mother, even her he
3removed from being queen, because she
had made %an 4dol i1 a grove ; and Asa
bdestroyed hev idol, and burnt it by the
brook iKidron. 14 But the high places
were not removed: nevertheless Asa’s
heart was perfect with the Lorp all
his days. 15 And he brought in the
things which his father had dedicated,
and the things which 7himself had
dedicated, into the house of the Lorp,
silver, and gold, and vessels.

a seaR.V. comment, p. 116. b sea R. V. comment, p. 116.

Asa’s War with Baasha. His

(2 CERONICLES XVI.)

16 And there was war between Asa
and 'Baasha king of Israel *all their days.
17 And Baasha king of Israel went up
against Judah, and built 8Ramah, that
he might not suffer any to go out or
come in to Asa king of Judah. 18 Then
Asa took all the ¢silver and the gold that
were left in the treasures of the house
of the L.orp, and the treasures of the
king's house, and delivered them into
the hand of his servants: and king
Asa %sent them to *Ben-hadad, the son of

9 Grandmother, any femala

ancestor s termed-
“mother,” any male
* father.”

3From her position as
queen-mother (see p. 124),
on account of her idol
worship, which must
have been of an atro-
cious character,

4 An abominable image for
an Asherah; of wood,
for it could be cut down
and was barnt.

8 The brook in the valley
of Jehoshaphat between
Jerusalems and*t the
Mount of Olives. In-
tro. p. xeiil. .

6{e those used for the
purposes of worship to
Jehovah.

7 (1) The spoils of the

victory over Jero-

oam.
(2) The spoils of the
vietory over Zerah
the Ethiopian,

Death.

1 Who bad destroyed the
house of Jeroboam and
seized the throne.

= the whele reign of
Baasha.

Ramah (Intro. p. lxix).
Only five miles north of
Jerusalem, on the main
road between Jerusalem
and Beth-el. Baasha had
& double purpose—

(1) To prevent the
pious Israelites mi-
grating tp Judah.

{(2) To threaten Jeru-
salem, and make
invasion easy.

4 Bee v. 15.

o

§ This is the first instance of & Hebrew king seeking n heathen alliance in o great

crisis.

The act was rebuked by Hanani (2 Chron. xvi. 7-10).

‘Isaiah alao denounced the alliance which Ahaz, and Hezekiah made with Egyps

(Is. xxx. i-I7).
8 The first of the three Ben-hadads (Intro. p. xlil.).

-
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Tabrimon, the son of 7Hezion, king of
Syria, that dwelt at Damascus, saying,
19 8There is a league between me and
thee, and between ®my father and thy
tather: behold, I have sent unto thee
.a present of silver and gold; come and
break thy ®league with Baasha king of
Israel, that he "may depart from me. 20
So Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Asa,
and sent the captains of the hosts which
he had against the cities of Israel, and
smote!?[jon, and 13Dan, and ¥ Abel-beth-
maachah,andall 15Cinneroth, with all the
land of Naphtali, 21 And it came to
pass, when Baasha heard thereof, that
he left off 16building of Ramah, and dwelt
in 1"Tirzah., 22 Thenking Asa madea
8proclamation throughout all Judah;
none was exempted: and they took
away the stones of Ramah, and the
timber thereof, wherewith Baasha had
builded ; and king Asa built with them
BGeba of Benjamin, and #0Mizpah. 23
Therest of all the acts of Asa, and all his
might, and all that he did, and the cities
which he built, are they not written in
the book of the chrenicles of the kings
of Judah? Nevertheless in the time of
his old age he was diseased in his feet.
24 And Asaslept with his fathers, and
was buried with his fathers in the city
of David his father: and Jehoshaphat
his son reigned in his stead,

7 Hezlon, probably Leain
(xi. 23). ‘

8 Let there he.

? There had evidently been
an alliance between Abi-
jah and Tabrimon. "

10 Baasha had succeoded in
induecing Ben-hadad to
abandon this eallisnce,
and enter into a leagune
with himself.

11 Baasha would neces-
sarily be compelled to

uit Ramah in order to

efend his mnorthern
frontier against the
attacks of the Syrians.

M Tntro. p. Ixiv.

BIntro. p. Ix.

14Intro. p. lv.

16 Intro, p. Ix,

16 He may have intended
to make Ramah his
capital.

17 Intro. p, Ixxlv.

18 Ordered a general levy
of forced labour &8 Solo-
mon had done.

1# Geba. (Intro.p. 1xi.). The
northern outpost of Ju-
dah. Fortified to defend
the frontier against a
similar proceeding on the
partof the kings ofIsrael.

20 Mizpah{Intro.p.1xvii.). On
the northern part of the
range of the Mount of
Olives. Also designed to
detend Jerusalem from
invasion from the north.
His iilness lasted two
years (2 Chron. xvi. 12).
His funeral was magni-
ficent, and he was buried-
1n a sepulchre, which he
had prepared for himself
in his lifetime (3 Chron.
xvi, 14).

ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS OF ASA'S REIGN PROM CHRON'OLES.
1. Hig firat ton years were a time of peace during which he butlt fenced citles

in Fudah (xiv, 1-7}.

2 He defeated a great army of Ethiopians, under Zerah in the valley of

Zephathah (xiv. 9-15).

3. On his return from the victory, Azariali the prophet promised him and the

people prosperity if they served the Lord (xv, 1-7).

4. Asn, encouraged by this prophecy, continued his religious reforma with greater

real (xv. 8-19). -

5. Hanani the seer rebuked him for seeking the aid of Ben-hadnd against Baasha.

Ara in wrath cast Hanani into prison (xvi. 7-10).
-
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6. His disense seized him in the thirty-ninth year of his reign, and thus lasted two
yoars (xvi 12-13). . ]

7. That “in his disease he sought not to the Lord, but to the physiciars” (xvi, 12).

8. His magnificent funeral, and bucial in a tomb he had prepared for himself

(xvi. 14).

The Reign of Nadab. The Revoli of Baasha.

{Nor v CHRONICLES.)

25 And Nadab the son of Jeroboam
began to reign over Israel in the second
year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned
over Israel ltwo years. 26 And he did
evil in the sight of the Lorp, and
2walked in the way of his father, and in
his sin wheréwith he made Israel to sin.
27 And Baasha the son of Ahijah, of
the house of 3Issachar, conspired against
him; and 4Baasha smote him at
5Gibbethon, - which belonged to the
Philistines ; for Nadab and all Israel
6laid siege to Gibbethon. 28 Even in the
third year of Asa king of Judah did
Baasha slay him, and reigned in his
stead. 29 And it came to pass, when
he reigned, that he 7smote all the house
of Jeroboam ; he left not to Jeroboam
any that breathed, until he had destroyed
him, according unto the saying of the
Lorp, 8which he spake by his servant
Ahijah the Shilonite: 30 Because of the
sins of Jeroboam which he sinned, and
which he made Israel sin, by his prove-
cation wherewith he provoked the Lorp
God of Israel to anger. 31 Now the
rest of the acts of Nadab, and alil that
he did, are they not written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel ?

1 He began to reign in the

2nd yenr and died in the

3rd year. According to

Jewish reckoning this

would be counted a8 two

Years.

Followed the calf wor-

ship.

Tola the judge was of

the tribe of Issachar

(Judges x. 1).

Baasha was the first of

Lthe military captains

who seized upon the

thirone by violence.

QOthers are—

(1) Zimri, who sglew

Elah and the hause
of Baasha (xvl. 9

11).

{2) Omri, who Afirst
attacked Zimriand .
then overcame
Tibni (xvi. 15-22),

(3) Jehu, who revolted
against Joram and
destroyed thehouse
of Abeb {3 Kings

ix. x).

(4) 8hallum slew Zach-
ariah the last of
the house of Jehu
{2 Kings xv. 10).

(6) Menahem slew
Shallum (2 Kings

. Xv. 14).
(6) Pekah slew Peka-
hiah, the son of
Menahem (2 Kings

xv. 25).

(7) Hoshea (the last
king of Istacl) slew
g(;akah (2 Kings xv,

-

In addition the servants
of Amaziah  conspired
against him. and slew
him (2 Kings xiv. 19-20).

& Intro. p. Ixii, Allotted to Dan., It had been seized by the Philistines and Naodab

was endeavouring to retake it.
& Were laying siege.

T Baasha, following oriental custom, would put to desth all the royal family for his
own security, without any reference to the prophecy of Ahijah. It was not likely

that he knew of it.
8 See xiv. 9-11
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The Reign of Baé.sha. The Message of the Prophet Jehu.

{Nor ™ CHROKNIOLES.)

32 And there was war between Asa
and Baasha king of Israel all their days.
33 In the third year of Asa king of
Judah began Baasha the son of Ahijah
to reign over all Israel in 1Tirzah,
twenty and four years. 34 And he did
evil in the sight of the Lorp, and
walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in
his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin.

16. Thenthe word ofthe Lorp came to
3]ehutheson of 3Hanani against Baasha
saying, 2 Forasmuch as I exalted,
thee 4out of the dust, and made thee
prince over my people Israel ; and thou
hast walked in the way of Jeroboam,
and hast made my people Israel to sin,
to provoke me to anger with their sins;
3 *Behold, 1 will take away the posterity
of Baasha, and the posterity of his
house ; and will make thy house like
the house of Jeroboam theson of Nebat.
4 Him that dieth of Baasha in the city
shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth
of his in the fields shall the fowls of the
air eat.. 5 Now the rest of the acts of
Baasha, and what he did, and his
might, are they not written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?
6 So Baasha slept with his fathers, and
was buried in Tirzah : and Elah hisson
reigned in his stead. 7 And also by
the hand of the prophet Jehu the son of
Hanani came the word of the Lorp
against Baasha, and against his house,
even for all the evil that he did in the
sight of the Lorp, in provoking him to
anger with the work of his hands, 8in
being like the house of Jeroboam; and
because he killed him,

1 {Intro. p. lxxiv.}.

2 Jehu(Intro.p.lxxxifi.)alao
rebuked Jehoshaphat for
his alliance with Ahab
(2 Chron. xix. 8, 3). He
wrote the chronicles of
the reign of Jehoshaphat
(2 Chron. xx. 34).
Hanani (Intro. p. xxxvl.)
who rebuked Asa for seok-
ing allinnce with Byria
against Bassha (2 Chron.
xvi. 7-10). .
41t would appear thaé
Baasha was of humble
origin

Two reasons for the
condemnation ofBagsha.

(1) For his following
the sin of Jerohoam
in the worship of
the calves. |,

{2) For his extermina-
tion of the house
of Jeroboam.

Though God designed
him to succeed to the
throne, no commsand
had been given him to
destroy the family of
Jeroboam.

Baasha had risen against
Nadab in ambition to
gerve his own selfish
purposes, and had exter-
minated his famflly that
there might be none to
take vengeance upon
him for the act. He had
no commissien from
God to do this, though
in so doing he fulfilled
the predictions againss
the house of Jeroboam.
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The Reign of Elsh,

{Nor ix QHRONIOLES.)

8 In the twenty and sixth year of
Asa king of Judah began Elah the son
of Baasha to reign over Israel in Tirzah,
two years. 9 And his lservant Zimri,
captain of half his chariots, conspired
against him, as he was in Tirzah,
drinking himself drunk in the house of
Arza %steward of his house in Tirzah.
10 And Zimri went in and *smote him,
and killed him, in the twenty and
seventh year of Asa, king of Judah, and
_teigned in his stead. ‘11 And it came
to pass, when he began to reign, as
soon as he sat on his throne, that he
slew #4all the house of Baasha: he
left him not a single man child
‘neither of his kinsfolks, nor of his
friends. 12 Thus did Zimri destroy 5all
the house of Baasha, according to the
word of the Lorp, which he spake
against Baasha by Jehu the prophet,
13 For all the sins of Baasha, and the
sins of Elah his son, by which they
*sinned, and by which they made Israel
to sin, in provoking the Lorp God of
Israel to anger with their ®vanities. 14
Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and
all that he did, are they not written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings
of Israel? :

The Reign of Zimri,
(Nor v CHRONICLES.)

15-In the twenty and seventh year
of Asa king of Judah did Zimri reign
seven days in Tirzah. And the people
lwere encamped against Gibbethon,
which belonged to the Philistines. 16 |
And the people that were encamped !

1

-

o

The Revolt

-

Officer. He was in com-
mand &t Tirgah. Omri
commanded the army at
Gibbethon, The name
of Zimrl became pro-
verbial for treachery (9
Kings iz. 81).

Bteward, the same office
as Ahishar in the reign
of Solomon (1 Kings iv.
6).- It was animportant

post,

Elah seems to have
been of  despicable
character. A drunken
debauches,

He violated oriental

etiquette in accepting
the hospitality of one of
his subjecta.

Zimri may well have
conceived that he would
have popular opinion
with him when he slew
Eiah,

But he put to death not
only the royal family,
but all the king’s friends
and supporfers. Omri
might fear that he would
also be Involved in this
fate and therefore deter-
mined to act boldly and
prompbly.

Doing to the house of
Baasha as the latier had
done to the house of
Jerobomnm (xv. 29).
Tdols. The Hebrews
applied the title “vanity,”
pignifying “ emptiness,”
“nothingness,” to idols,
a8 signifying their worth-
lessness and the futility
of offering prayers to
them.

of Omri, -

Baasha had - marched
from Gibbethon against
Nadsb. Now Omri
marches from the same
town against Zimrl.

Jehu marched from the
camp af Ramoth Gilead
in hig- revolt against
Joram (2 Kings ix. 1),
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heard say, Zimri hath conspired, and
hath also slain the king: wherefore all
Israel made Omri, the captain of the
host, king over Israel that day in the
camp. 17 And Omri went up from
Gibbethon, and all Israel with him,
and they besieged Tirzah. 18 And
it came to pass, when Zimri saw
that the city was taken, that he went
into the #%palace of the king’s house,
and burnt the king’s house over
him with fire, and died, 19 For his
sins which he sinned in 3doing evil in
the sight of the Lorp, in walking in the
way of Jeroboam, and in his sin which
he did, to make Israel to sin. 20 Now
the rest of the acts of Zimri, and his
#treason that he wrought, are they not
written in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Israel ?
a Bee R.V, comment, p. 116,

The Reign of Qmri.
(Nor v OHRONICLES.)
21 Then were the people of Israel

divided into two parts: half of the
people followed Tibnj the son of

Ginath, to make him king ; and half
followed Omri. 22 But the people
that followed Omri prevailed against
the people that followed Tibni the son
of Ginath: so Tibni !died, and Omri
reigned, 23 In the thirty and first
year of Asa king of Judah began Omri
to reign over Israel, twelve years: six
years reigned he in Tirzah. 24 And
he bought the hill 2Samaria of Shemer

77
2 Qastle or tower. Some
part of the palace

stronger and loftier than
‘the rest.

8 How could Zimri do thia
in seven days?

His treason was long
remembered. His name
was  proverbial for
treachery. Jezebel ad-
dresses ~ Jehu, “Had
Zimri peace who slew
gf.)vmmtzr 7" (3 Kingsix.

The conspiracy of Zimrl
oceurred in the 27th year
of Asa.

Omri began to reign in
the 31st year of Asa.
Therefore the struggle
between Omri and Tibni
lasted four years.

1 Probably slain in battle
or taken prisoner by
Omri and put to death.

2 Samaria (Intro. p. Ixix.).
The firgt mention of it.
From th!s time the cap-
ital of Israel.

Omri ig best known as
the builder of the cap-
ital. The spot was well
chosen, It lay to the
north-west of Shechem,
on an oblong hill stand-

ing by itself and rising in th» middle of & basin of the hills of Ephraim. The sides
of the hill were steep but accessible, and the top was flat.” The surrounding
country was productive, and the hill contained several springs of water, so from

& military !p
agsaults of the Syrians, who did not succee:

oint of view it was admirably adapted for defence. It resisted several
in capfuoring it, and it resiated the

Asesyrian armies for three years—three times as long as the alege of Jerusalem.
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for two talents of silver, and built on
the hill, and called the name of the city
which he built, after the name of
Shemer, owner of the hill, Samaria.
25 But Omri wrought evil in the eyes
of the Lorp, and did 3worse than all
that were before him, 26 For he
walked in all the way of Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, and in his sin wherewith
he made Israel to sin, to provoke the
Lorp God of Israel to anger with their
vanities. 27 Now the rest of the acts
of Omri which he did, and his *might
that he shewed, are they not written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings
of Israel? 28 So Omri slept with s
fathers, and was buried in Samaria :
and Ahab his son reigned in his stead.

8 Worse may have refor<
ence to his zeal in pro-
moting the callf worship
which he seems to have
regulated. Micah speaks
of “the statutes of Omri”
(vi, 15) a8 being still kept
in his time.

Or it ma refer to the
marrying of his son Ahab
to Jezebel

He was therefore a great
warrior, thongh be waa
worsted by the Syrians,
or else purchased peace
by acknowledging their
sovereignty, and by. the
cession of cities (1 Kings
xX. 84), whence we gather
that in his reign the king
of Syria obtained the
right of making streete
for himself in Samaria.

-

Ahab. His excessive Wickedness,

(Not 1N OHRONICLES.)

“ 29 And in the thirty and eighth
year of Asa king of Judah began Ahab
the son of Omri to reign over [srael :
and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over
Israel in Samaria twenty and two
years. 30 And Ahab the son of Omri
1did evil in the sight of the LorD above
all that were before him. 31 And it
came to pass, as If it had been a light
thing for him to walk in the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he
took to 2?wife _the daughter of
Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and
went and served 3Baal, and worshipped
him. 32 And he ¢reared up an altar for
Baal in the house of Baal, which he
bad built in Samaria. 33 And Ahab
made %52 grove ; and Ahab 8did more to

@ Spe R.V. commenty, p. 116.

1 By introducing the wor-
ship of Baal upon his
marriage with Jezebel.
A fatal marrings, if
brought ruin on Israel,
and also or Judah
through the marriage of
har daughter Athaliah to
Joram, kingof Judah (see
p. xxxiv.). Herinfluenca
iasted till her death (3
Kings ix. 80-37).

Ba.af a sun-god, wor
shipped as the fertilizer
of all nature (Intro.p. xl.).
Solomon had only per-
mitited his wives to erect
temples for their gods.
He did not worship themn
himgelf.

Ahab, under the in-
fluence ~ of Jezcbal
joined personally in th.
worship of Baal.

The Asherah (p. xl.).
The royal sanction to
the flagrant idolatry of
B]:a.l worship j;xstiﬁa;
this condempationp o
Abab, dempation

(<]

e

-

@ e
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provoke the Lorp God of Israel to
anger than all the kings of Israel that
were before him. '

The Rebuilding of Jericho.

) (Nor m CHRONICLES.)
34 In his days did Hiel the Beth-
elite t!build Jericho: he laid the
foundation thereof %in Abiram his
firstborn, and set up the gates thereof
in his youngest son Segub, according
to the word of the Lorp, which he
spake by Joshua the son of Nun.

1 Jerigho (Intro. p. Ixiv.).
The c¢urge pronounced
on Jericho by Joshmna
was ' Qursed be the man
before the Lord, that
risethk wp -and buildeth
this eity Jericho; he shall
lay the found ation there-
of in his first-born, and
in his youngest son shall
he set up the gates of it™
(Josh. vi. 26).

The incident of the rebuilding of Jericho shows the general impiety of the time,
The breach of the second commandment led to the violation of other injunectiona
2 With the loss of. All his aons, from eldest to youngest, died.

Elijjah Prophecies a Drought.

{NoT 1N CHRONICLES.)
17. And Elijah the 'Tishbite, who
was of the ainhabitants of Gilead, said
unto2Ahab, 8As the Lokrp God of Israel
liveth, before whom I stand, 4there shall
not be dew nor rain these years, but
according to my word. 2 And the
word of the Lorp came unto him,
saying, 3 Get thee hence, and turn
thee eastward, and hide thyself by the
brook $Cherith, that is before jordan.
4 And it shall be that thou shalt drink
of the brook ; and I have commanded
the *ravens to feed thee there, 5 So he
went and did according unto the word
of the Lorp : for he went and dwelt by
the brook Cherith, thatis before Jordan.
6 And the ravens brought him bread
and flesh in the morning, and bread and
flesh in the evening ; and he drank of
the brook. 7 And it came to pass after
awhile, that the brook dried up, because
there had been no rain in the land,
a see R.V. comment, p. 116.

1 ah (Intro. p.xxxvi). =
Jehovah is my Ged.

9Born at Tishbeh in
Gilead (Intro. p. IxilL).
This portion of the book
is not taken from the
official chronicles but
from the prophetical
records preserved in the
Schools of the Prophets.

8 An expression constantly
used by Elijah. It
appears for the fArst
time.

i Drought was a punish-
ment threatened in the
Law (see Deut. xi. 17).

&The site is unknown.
Most probably eastward
of Jordan, in Gilead,
where Elijah might well
conceal himself from the
search of Ahab,

8 8ecme attempts - have
been made to explain
away the miracle by
translating “merchants™
or ‘¢ Arabians,” as thus
suggesting that the
prophet was supplied by
travelling earavans.

This drought is referred to in the New Testament, * Elias was a man subject fo
like passioms as we are, and he prayed earnestiy that it might not rain, and it rained
not on the earth by the apace of three years and sz monthe" (James v. 17),
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Raising the Widow’s Son at Zarephath.

{Nor v OHRONIOLES.)

8 And the word of the Lorp came
unto him, saying, 9 Arise, get thee to
1Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon,
and dwell there: behold, I have com-
manded a widow wouman there to
sustain thee. 10 So he arose and went
to Zarephath. And when he came to
the gate of the city, behold, the widow
woman was there gathering of sticks :
and he *called to her, and said, Fetch
me, I pray thee, a little water in a
vessel, that I may drink. 11 And as
she was going to fetch it, he called to
her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a
morsel of bread in thine hand. 12 And
she said, As the Lorp thy God liveth,
I have not a cake, but an handful of
meal in 28 barrel, and a little oil in a4g
cruse and, behold, I am gathering two
sticks, that T may go in and dress it for
me and my son, that we may eat it, Sand
die. 13 And Elijah said unto ber,
Fear not; go and do as thou hast said :
but make me thereof a little cake first,
and bring it unto me, and after make
for thee and for thy son. 14 For thus
saith the Lorp God of Israel, The
barrel of meal shall not waste, neither
shall the cruse of cil fail, until the day
that the Lorp sendeth rain upon the
earth. 15 And she Bwent and did
according to the saying of Elijah : and
she, and he, and her house, did eat
many days. 16 And the barrel of meal
wasted not, neither did the cruse of
oil fail, according to the word of the
Lorp, which he spake by Elijah,
38ee R.Y.

1 Zarephath (Intro.p. Ixxv.),
relerred to in the New
Testament as Sarepta
(8ti. Luke iv. 26),

Our Lord comments
upon the fact thas Elijah
was sent not to a widow
in Israel, but to a for-
eigner, i.e. a Gentile (8t

Lauke iv, 25-6),

2 Was this the widow
woman  destined to
sugtain  him? Elijah
tests her.

8 The barrel.

4 The cruse.

te. the articles of do-
mestic wsa in her housa,

8 She and her son were on
the point of starvation.

8 She believed the word of
the prophet, and her
faith was rewarded.
Miracles of feeding are—

(1) The manna in the
wilderness.

(2) Elijah multiplies
the neal, and the
oil {xvii. 16).

(3) Elisha . multiplied
the widow's oil (2
Kings-iv, 1-7).

(4) Elisha fed the pro-
phets at Gilgal
with twenty loaves
and some corn
(2 Kings iv. 49-4).

(8) Our Lord's mira-
cles:

(a) Feeding the
Five Thousand
with five
loaves and
two fighes.

(b} Feeding the
Fonr Thou-
sand with
seve&l loatves
&n & few
fiahes,
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Elijah Raises the Widow’s Son to Life.

17 And it came to pass after these
things, that the son of the woman, the
mistress of the house, fell sick ; and his
sickness was so sore, that there was no
breath left in him. 18 And she said
unto Elijah, Y'What have I to do with
thee, O thou man of God? art thou
come unto me to call my sin to remem-
brance, and to slay my son? 19 And
he said unto her, Give me thy son.
And he took him out of her bosom, and
carried him up “info 2a loft, where he
abode, and laid him upon his own bed.
20 And he cried unto the Lorp, and
said, O Lorp, my God, hast thou 3also
brought evil upon the widow with whom
I sojourn, by slaying herson? 21 And
he stretched himself upon the child
three times, and cried unto the LorD,
and said, O Lorp my God, I pray thee,
let this child’s soul come into him
again. 22 And the ILorp heard the
voice of Elijah; and the soul of the
child came into him again, and he
revived. 23 And EFjah took the child,
and brought him dJown out of the
chamber into the house, and delivered
him untc his mother: and Elijah said,
See, thy sonliveth. 24 And the woman
said to Elijah, Now by this I know that
thou art a man of God, and that the
word of the Lorp in thy mouth is
truth.

asee R.V,

1What have we In com-
mon? 'Why have yom
come here and brought
this trouble upon me?
S8he imagines that the
visit of Ebiah hasdrawn
God’s atiention to her
and her sins, for which
she is now punished.
The same expression is
used—{a) By the demo-

nine a¥ Capernaum

{8t. Mark i. 24).
(b) TheGadarene demo-
niac (St. Mark v. 7).
3The chamber—i.e. the
upper chamber, gencr-
ally the largest room in

the house.

8 Also, as wellas upon me,
who am hiding in exile
in fear of death.

Elisha also stretched
himgelf upon the Shu-
namlmtes son {3 Kings

34).
Miraoles of Ralsing ths
Dead.

In the Old Testament.

(1) The son of the
widow of Zare-
% hath by Elijah (1

ings xvil. 17-24).

(2) The Shunammite’s
son by BElisha (2
Kinga iv. 18-35).

{8) The dead man
hurriedly placed in
the tomb of Elisha
(3 Kings xiii. 20-21),

In the New Testament.
Our Lord’s miracles,

(1) Jairug’ daughter
{St. Mark v. 21-43).

(2) The son of the
widow of Nain (8t.
Lmke vii. 11-16).

(3) Lazarus (8t. John

xi. 38-44).

The Apostles.

(1) Tabitha or Dorcas
raised by St. Peter
(Acts ix. 36-42).

(2) Eutychus raised by
ft. Paul {Acts 3X.
§-11).

Elijah goes to meet Ahah.

(Nor v UHEONIOLES.)

18. And it came to pass after many
days, that the word of the LorD came

1
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to Elijah in the lthird year, saying, Go,
shew thyself unto Ahab; and 1 will send
rain upon the earth. 2 And Elijah
went to shew himself unto Ahab. And
there was a %sore famine in Samaria. 3
And Ahab called Obadiah, which wag
the 3governor of his house. (Now
4QObadiah feared the Lorp greatly: 4
For it was so, when 5]ezebel cut off the
prophets of the Lorp, that Obadiah
took an hundred prophets, and hid
them by fifty in a cave, and fed them
with bread and water.) 5 And Ahab
said unto Obadiah, Go Sinto the land,
unto all "fountains of water, and unto
all 8brooks : peradventure we may find
9grass to save the horses and mules
alive, that we lose not all the beasts. 6
So they divided the land between them
to pass throughout it: 9Ahab went one
way by himself, and Obadiah went
another way by himself,

Obadiah meets Elijah.
(Nor 1% CHRONIOLES.)

7 And as Obadiah was in the way,
behold, Elijah met him: and he knew
him, and fell on his face, and said, ¥4
thow that my lord Elijah? 8 And he
answered hum, ¥ am : go, tell thy lord,
Behold, Elijah is here. g9 And he said,
8What have I sinned, that thou wouldest
deliver thy servant into the hand of
Ahab, to slay me? 10 As the Lorp
thy God liveth, there is no nation or
kingdom, whither my lord hath ®not sent
to seek thee: and when they said, He
is not there; he took an oath of the
kingdom and nation, that they found
thee not. 11 And now thou sayest,
@ see B.V. somment, p. 117. & vee R.Y,comment, p.117.

1The third vear of his
stay with the widow.
The drought lasted three
years and a half (8%
James v. 17). :
One year at the Brook
Cherith would make up
the time. .

9 Samaria would appear
to have suffered severely.

8 Over the housshold.

4 Obadiah {Intro. p. IXXXix.)
=gervant of Jehovah.

§ Jezmebel not oxly fostered
the Baal worship, but
persecuted the worship-
pers of Jehovah. Bhe
would particularly at-
tempt to destroy the
students at the
Sehools of the Prophets,
These are the prophets
whom Obadiah saved.
i.e. fifty in one cave, and
fifty in another.

¢ Through.

7 Springs.

8 Torrent courses.

© Here if anywhere would
grass be found. .

1¢ This search, undertaken
by the king in persen
and one of his chief
officers, is & proof ofhow
%o;-ely the famine was

olt.

1 He would recognize the
prophet's garb. Elijah's
mantle of camel's hair
wns well Known (see 2
Kings i. 8).

£ Isit thou,my lord Elijah?

8 Obadiak fears to_obe
the commsend. EIlij
may disappenar whilst be
is fetching the king. If
s0 Ahab in his wrath at
the disappointment may

ut him to death. - ‘

41%.e all the countries bor-
dering on Israel

8§ The . search was
thorough., Jezehel pro-
bably instigated it, and
if so she would take
dare that s thorough
search was made.
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Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here.
12 And it shall come to pass, as soon as |
am gone from thee, that the 8Spirit of
the Lorp shall carry thee whither I
know not; and so when I come and tell
Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall
slay me: but I thy servant fear the
Lorp from my youth. 13 "Was it not
told my lord what I did when Jezebel
slew the prophets of the Lorp, how I
hid an hundred men of the L.orp’s pro-
phets by fifty in a cave, and fed them
with bread and water? 14 And now
thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold,
Elijab is here: and he shall slay me.
15 And Elijah said, As the Lorp of
hosts liveth, before whom I stand, [
will surely shew myself unto him to-
day. 16 So Obadiah went to meet
Ahab, and told him: and Ahab went
to meet Elijah.

¢ Obadiah recognizes that

Elijah’'s aoncealment has
been effected by divine
aid. He fears that God
may itake the prophet
away and oconceal him
sguin before Ahab can
arrive.
“The spirit of, the Lord
caught away Philip that
the eunuch saw him no
moras” {Acts viii, 39).

7 Obadieh pleads _his
sarvices to the prophets
a8 8 reason why the
prophet sheuld nob
bring any punishment
upon him,

The Trial between Jehovah and Baal on Mount Carmel

(Nor v CHRONIOLES.)

17 And it came to pass, when Ahab
saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him,
VaAvt thou he that troubleth Israel ? 18
And he answered, I have not troubled
Israel ; but thou, and thy father’s house,
in that ye have forsaken the command-
ments of the Lorp, and thou hast fol-
lowed % Baalim, 19 Now therefore send,
and gather to me 8all Israel unto mount
4Carmel, and "the prophets of Baal
four hundred and fifty, and the
prophets of the ¢groves Stour hundred,
which feat at Jezebel's table. 20 So
Ahab sent unto all the children of

a 888 R.V. comment, p. 117, bsee R.V. comment, p. 117,
¢ ses R.V. comment, p. 116

113 it thou, thou troubler
of Igrael ?

3 The Baallm, There wera
many forms of the
worship of Baal, 1.e.
Baalzebub, Baal-peor.

8 A representative  as-
sombly, ot all- the
eople.

4 Carmsel (Intro. p. lix.).

6 The Asberah (Intro. p.
*x1.). These 400 are not
mentioned in the mas-
sacre (v. 40), It is
probable that Jezebel
refused to let them go.

8ie. whom Jezebel spe
cially provided for.
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Israel, and gathered the prophets to-
gether unto "mount Carmel. 21 And
Elijah came unto all the people, and
said, How long 8halt ye between two
opinions ? if the Lern be God, follow
him: but if Baal, then follow him.
And the people answered him not a
word. 22 Then said Elijah unto the
people, I, even I only, dremain a prophet
of the Lorp; but Baal's prophets are
four hundred and fifty men. 23 %Let
them therefore give us two bullocks;
and let them choose one bullock for
themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay
it fon wood, and put no fire under : and
I will dress the other bullock, and lay
it eon wood, and put no fire under: 24
And call ye on the name of your fgods,
and I will call on the name of the
Lorp: and the God that answereth by
fire, let him be God. And all the
people answered and said, It is well
spoken. 25 And Elijah said unto the
prophets of Baal, Choose you cae
bullock for yourselves, and dress it
first ; "for ye are many; and call on the
name of your gods, but put no fire
under. 26 And they took the bullock
which was given them, and they dressed
it, and called on the name of Baal from
morning even until noon, saying, O
Baal, hear us. But therea ras no voice,
nor any that answered, And they
leaped 12 gupon the altar which wasmade.
27 And it came to pass at noon, that
Elijah ®mocked them, and said, Cry
aloud: for he is a god; either Mke s
talking, ov he is “pursuing, or he is in a

dsee R.V. eseeR.V,
feeeR.V comment, p. 117. gsee R.V. commoent, p. 117,
h gee R.V. comment, p. 117,

7To the extreme east of
the range. The tra-
aitional scene is & spot
commanding on the one
side a view of the sen,
whence the first sign of
rain would be likely to
comse, and on the other
& view of Jezreel.

There was an ancient
altar of Jehovah there.

8 Limp and totter, expres-
give of the conduct of
the Israelites, at one

time attracted to Baal,

at another attracted to

Jehovah,

We can gee how the

raligious_ struggle was
oing on’ln the land.
erhaps some tried to

combine both worships.

Ahab partieularly may

have been & double

worshipper.

2 Elijah boldly challenges
the priests of Baal.

10 Baal was the sun-god,so
this was a challenge that
the prophets of Baal
could not well refuse.

1 Elijah, or the ground of
the numbers of the
priests of Baal, calls
upon them to commence.
He gives them the
choice of bullocks that
there may be no com-
plaing. And he allows
them the whole day.
His object i8 to impress

the people with the
contrast between Baal
and Jehovah.

12 Apout, in a wild dance,
as the Dervishes.

18 The sarcasm of Elijah
is apparent when we
remember that the
heathen regarded their
gods as partly human
and engaged in earthly
pursuits. In Homer the

ods eat and drink, go
ourneys, s8leep, hunt,
quarrel, and even fight
among themselves.

U Gone aside, musing,
withdrawn into privacy
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journey, or peradventure he sleepeth,
and must be awaked. 28 And they
cried aloud, and cut themselves after
their manner with knives and 8gancets,
tilt the blood gushed out upon them.
29 And it came to pass, when midday
was past, and they 7prophesied until the
time of the offering of the evening
sacrifice, that there was neither voice,
nor any to answer, nor any that re-
garded. 30 And Elijah said unto all
the people, Come near unto me. And
all the people came near unto him,
And he repaired the 8altar of the LorD
that was %ibroken down. 31 And Elijah
took Mtwelve stones, according to the
number of the tribes of the sons of
Jacob, unto whom the word of the
Lorp came, saying, 2! Israel shall be thy
name: 32 And with the stones he
bwlt an altar in the name of the Lorp :
and he made a ®trench about the altar,
as great as would contain two *®measures
of seed. 33 And he put the wood in
order, and cut the bullock in pieces,
and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill
four #barrels with *water, and % pour
it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the
wood. 34 And he said, Do it the
second time. And they did it the
second time, And he said, Do it the
third time. And they did it the third
time. 35 And the water ran round
about the altar; and he 27filled the trench
also with water. 36 And it came to
pass at the ?8time of the offering of the

evening sacrifice, that Elijah the
prophet came near, and said, 2*Lorbp
i8ee RV, comment, p, 117, jsee R.V,

18 This self mutilation is
common in many
heathen worships. Thé
idea was to propitiate
the deity by shedding
blood, i

16 Lances “20fef
They danced withk
weapons in their hands.

17 Ruved in wild frenzy.

18 One of those erected on
““high places” for the
worship of Jehovah,

19 Broken down by Jezebel
or Ahab.

2 830 Joshua after the

passing of the Jordan
(Josh. iv. 9).
Though the kingdom was
divided * Elijah takes
twelve stones, indicative
that all the tribes were
united in the covenant
of God.

2 Istael =a prince with
Goid, the name given to
Jacob after wrestling
with the angel (Gen.
xxxii. 24-28).

2 To catch the water as it
poured over the saori-
fice.

2 8eah =one third of
aun aphah,ratherless than
three gallons.

4 Pltchers or water jars
such as women carried
on their heads. .

25 The water was obtained
not from the sea, but
from a perennial spring
near the scene of the
sacrifice—a spring which
has npever been known
to fail even in extreme
drought.

2 The object of pouring
the water was to do
away with any suspicion
of fraud. The impressicn
made upon the peopla
wonld bs much greater.

474e. had more water
poured into the irenech
till it was full,

28 About three o’clock.
Thus Elijah made the
ceremony mora -
pressive by keeping to
the hour of worship
appointed by the Law.

9 Reminding the people that God was the covenant God of their fathers. God used

thig title for Him elf to Moses t the burnitg bush (Ex; i%i. ).

’
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Godof Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let
it be known this day 30that thou art God
in Israel, and that I am thy servant,
and that | have done all these things
at thy word. 37 Hear me, O Lorp,
hear me, that this people may know
that thou art the Lorp God, and that
thou hast turned their heart back again.
38 Then the fire of the Lorp feli, and
consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the
wood, and the stones, and the dust, and
licked up the water that was in the
trench. 39 And when all the people
saw it, they fell on their faces : and
they said, The Lorp, ®ke is the God:
the Lokp, ¥*he is the God. 40 And
Elijah said unto them, 31Take the pro-
phets of Baal: let not one of them
escape.
Elijah brought them down to the 3#brook
Kishon, and slew them there,
% see 3. V. comment, p. 118,

And they took them: and -

8 That thou Lord art God.
Elijah anticipated & great
revolution iIn religious
feelini. Chap. xix. ghows
how bitterly ha was
disappointed.

81 Elijah seizes the mo-
ment whil:t the people
were full of enthusiasm
to put an end as far as
possible to the false
worship.

. The river at the foot of

82 Carmel (Intro. p. 1xvi.).

Elijah foretells Rain, He runs before Ahab to Jezreel.

(Nor 1x CHRONICLES.)

41 And Elijah said unto Ahab, 1Get
thee up, eat and drink; for there is %a
sound of abundance of rain. 42 So
Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And
Elijah went up to the 3top of Carmel ;
and he cast himself down upon the
earth, and 4put his face between his
knees, 43 And said to his servant,
Go up now, look toward the fsea.* And
he went up, and looked, and said, There
is nothing. And he said, Go again
6seven times. 44 And it came to pass
at the seventh time, that he said, Be-
hold, there ariseth a alittle cloud out of
the sea, Tike a man's hand. And he

a see R.V, comment, p. 118.

2 Ahab had gone down
the Moovnt and wit-
nessed tho slaughter of
thie priests of Baal,
Elijah bids him ascend
the mount and partake
of the saciificial feast.

2 The sound.

8 Whence the sea was in
sight.

1 An attitude of prayer.

6 The Mediterranean,
From that gnarter the
rain would come,

6 The sacred mumber of
completion.

TAs small a3 & men's
band.
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said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare
thy chariot, and get thee down, 8that the
rain stop thee not. 45 And it came to
pass in the ®mean while, that the heaven
was black with clouds and wind, and
there was a great rain. And Ahab
rode, and went to Jezreel. 46 And the
hand of the L.orD was on Elijah; and
he 8girded up his loins, and “ran before

Ahiab to the 2entrance of Jezreel.

12 About sixteen miles.

8 Ahab’s read lay elong
the course of the
Kishon which, when
swollen, carries away
all in its course. Com-
gs.re the destruction of

isora’s house, * the river
Kishon swept them
away” (Judges v, 21),

9 In a little while,

10 The long tunic worn by
Easterns is tucked int¢
the girdle when me§
desire to move gquickly
or work hard.

I1To do honmour to th®
king.

He did no% enter the city—he wou!d nos put himself in the power of Jezebel

Eliiah Flees to Horeb.

{Nor 1 CHRONICLES.)

19. And Ahab told 1Jezebel all that
Elijah had done, and withal how he had
slain all the prophets with the sword.
2 Then *Jezebel sent a messenger unto
Elijah, saying, 3So let the gods do to
me, and more also, if I make not thy
life as the life of 4one of them by to
morrow about this time. 3 And when
he saw that, he arose, and went 8for his
life, and came to 5Beer-sheba, which
belongeth to Judah, and left his 7servant
there. 4 But he him:eif went a day's
journey into the 8wilderness, and came
and sat down under a %juniper tree : and
he requested for himself that he might
die; and said, 18It is enough ; now, O
Lorp, take away my life; for I am not
better than my fathers. 5 And as he
lay and slept under a juniper tree,
behold, then an angel touched him, and
said unto him, Arise and eat. 6 And
he looked, and, behold, there was a
cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of
water at his head. And he did eat and

~ drink, and iaid him down again. 7 And

1Jezebelis notawed. She
is full of rage against
the prophet.

2She sends a messenger,
probahly the samenight,
and threatens the
prophat. .

The message sentin rage
ave Blijah warning and
¢ thus avoided the

queen's Yengeance,

8 A fearful oath bub not
uncommon. It is taken
by Ben-hadad (xx. 10)
nnd by the king of Israe.
a_gq.inst Elisha (2 Kings

vi. 31).
G:.le._the prophets he had

ain,

Bi.e. to greserva his life.

6 Beer-sheba (Intro.p. lvil.}

TWho had accompanied
him from Carmel. Ao-
cording to tradition he
was the son of the widow
of Zarephath.

8 Wilderness of Paran—
the wilderneas of the
wanderings of the
children of Israel.

9A sort of broom. Abun-
dant in the Sinatic
peninsula.

b The effort has failed
Elijah has not convertec
the king nor the people,
and he gives way to
despair.
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the angel of the Lorp came again the
second time, and touched him, and said,
Arise and eat; because the journey is
too great for thee. 8 And he arose,
and did eat and drink, and went in the
strength of that meat Yforty days and
forty nights unto.1?Horeb 13the mount
of God. :

2),
(4) Forty days between the Resurrection and the Ascension (f)\cts

(5) Forty days at the Deluge (Gen. vil. 4).

1t Perfods of Forty Days (a
mark of probation before
BOme great event).

{1) Moses Tforly days
on Binai before the
promulgation of
the Law (Ex. xxiv.
18), a fast.

(2) Elijak forty days
ot Horeb (1 Kings
Xix. 8), a fast,

{(8) Jesus tempted forty
days (St. Matt. iv.

a fast.

i 3}

(6) The spies were forty days searching the land (Numb, xiii. 25).

(7) Groliath defied Israel forty days (1 Sam. xvil. 16),

(8) Forty days given to Nineveh for repentance (Jonah iii, 4),
The journey would not take so long—the time would be spent in meditation and

prayer.
13 Horeb (Intro. p. lxiv.).

8o called as having been the scene of God’s manifestations of His power.

1At Horeb.
(1) God appeared to Moses in the Burning Bush.
- (2) Gave the Law to the Israelites:

(3) Appeared o Elijah.
Elijah at Horeb,

{(Nor 1x CHRONICLES.}

And he came thither unto la cave,
and lodged there; and, behold, the
word of the Lorp came to him, and he
said unto him, What doest thou here,
Elijah? 10 And he said, [ have been
very jealous for the LorD God of hosts ;
for the children of Israel have forsaken
thy covenant, thrown down thine altars,
and slain thy prophets with the sword;
and 1, even I only, am left; and they
seek my life, to take it away., 11 And
he said, Go forth, and stand upon the
mount before the Lorp. And, behold,
the Lorp passed by, and a great and
strong ?wind rent the mountains, and
brake in pieces the rocks before the
Lorp; but the Lorp was not in the
wind: and after the wind an earth-
quake ; but the Lorp was not in the
earthquake : 12 And after the earth-
quake a fire; but the L.orD was not in
the fire ;: and after the fire a 3still small

_ 3The wind,

1The cave, i.e. some well
known cave.
True a8 regards
(1) Forsaking the cove-
nant — they had
worshipped Baal.
(2} Breaking down the
altars (xviii, 30).
(3) Slaying the pro-
hets (xviii. 18).
But Elijah wasnot alone,
Though no one had
stood by him at Carmel,
one hundred prophets
had been saved by
Obadiah (xviii. 18},

the earth-
quake and the fire are
gymbols of divine judg-
ment, but these are not
the means whereby God
would manifest Himgelf
to Hig people.

Bt is In the still small
voice—the voice of God
to the soul—the influ.
ence of the Holy Spirlt—
the promptings of
conscience — in.  and
through these Ged
works for the salvation
of men.
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voice. 13 And it was so, when Elijah
heard it, that he wrapped his face in
his *mantle, and went out, and stood in
the entering in of the cave., And,
behold, there came a voice unto him,
and said, What doest thou here, Elijah ?
14 And he said, 1T have been very
jealous for the Lorp God of hosts:
because the children of Israel have for-
saken thy covenant, thrown down thine
altars, and slain thy prophets with the
sword; and I, even I only, am left;
and they seek my life, to take it away.
15 And the Lorp said unto him, Go,
return on thy way to the Swilderness of
Damascus: and when thou comest,
anoint $Hazael to be king over Syria:
16 And "Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt
thou anoint to be king over Israel: and
8Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet
in thy room. 17 And it shall come to
pass, that him that escapeth the sword
of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him
that escapeth from the sword of Jehu
shall Elisha slay. 18 a¥et 91 have left
me seven thousand in Israel, all the
knees which have not bowed unto Baal,
and every mouth which hath not "kissed
him.

a-8ee R. V. comment, p. 118.

10 An indefinite number clearly.

——y ——

¢ The first mention of tie
mantle, ~which after-
wards fell npon Elisha.

-6 The desert which lay
to the south and east of
the city.

8 There is no record that
either Elijah or Elisha
anointed Hazael, though
Elisha annouiced t»
Hazael that he would be
king (8 Kings viii. 13).
Jehu was anointed by a
prophet sent by Elisha
(2 Kings ix. 1-10).

Eligha (v. 19-21) was the
only one actually called
to the work by Elijah.

These commands would
teach Elijah that he
wust not  expect an
immediate accomplish-
ment of God’'s purposes,
but the work would be
dons. -

Hazael {Intro. p. lxxxil)
was the great scourge of
the northern kingdom.

7Jehu (Intro. p. lxxxiii)
destroyed the house of
Ahab, and put an end to
the worship of Baal

8 Elisha did not execute
any of God's judg
ments on the guilty.
He wiclded *‘the sword
of the spirit” by which
he overthrew the foes of
the Liord. He embodied
in his life and teachin
the truth that * the Lor
is.not in the wind, the
earthquake, or the fire,
but speaks to men in the
still small voice of the
spirit.”

® Yet will I leave me.

So Elijah was not to be
alone. His work was not
in vain.

-

11 This kissing was an act of adomtion, “ Let the men that sacrifice kiss the calves™

{Hosea xiii, 3).

The Call of Elisha.

(Nor 18 CHRONICLES.)

19 So he departed thence, and found
Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was
plowing with't welve yoke of oxen before

* him, and he with the twelfth: and

1 Each plough wonld have
two oxen yoked to it. So
Elishs would have eleven
gervants with him, In-
dicative of the wealth of
the family.
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Elijah %*passed by hum, and cast his
mantle upon *him. 20 And he left the
oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said,
Let me, I pray thee, 4kiss my father
and my mother, and then I will follow
thee. And he said unto him, 5Go back.
again: for what have I done to thee ?
21 And %he returned back from him, and
took ca 8yoke of oxen, and slew them,
and boiled their flesh with the instru-
ments of the oxen, and 7gave unto the
people, and they did eat. Then he
arose, and 8went after Elijah, and minis-
tered unto him.

a see R, V. comment, p. i18. & see R.V.comment,
p. 118. ceee R.V. comment, p. 118,

3 Pagsed over unto him, i.e.
deliberately left the road
to go to him in the feld.

$ A symbolical act—it was
o distinet ocall to the

prophetical office.

¢Bid@ them  far well.
Elisha recognizes that
the call means the
severance of domestic
ties, A

8i.e, Go back if yon wish,
for what have I done to
thee. The acceptance
of the call must be of
Elisha’s own [reewill.

6The yoke, i.e. the ane he
had himsgelf driven.

T A sacrificial feast, and
axn indication of the com-
plete abandonment of
his worldly calling to
follow the prophet ana
minister unto him.

8 Like the Apostles Elisha
“left all and followed™
Elijah,

The Siege of Samaria by Ben-hadad.

(Nor v CHRoxTOLES.)

20. And 'Ben-hadad the king of
Syria gathered all his host together :
and there were thirty and *%wo kings
with him, 3and horses, and chariots : and
he went up and besieged Samaria, and
swarred against it. 2 And he sent
Smessengers to Ahab king of Israel into
the city, and said unto him, Thus saith
Ben-hadad, 3 Thy silver and thy gold
is mine ; - thy fwives also and thy
children, even the goodliest, are mine,
4 And the king of Israel answered and
said, My lord, O king, according to thy
saying, I am thine, and all that I have.
5 And the messengers came again, and
said, Thus 7speaketh Ben-hadad,saying,
Although I have sent unto thee, saying,
8Thou shalt deliver me thy silver, and
thy gold, and thy wives, and thy
children ; 6 Yet I will send my
servants unto thee 3to-morrow about

1 Bert-hadad(Intro.,p. x1ii.)
2Tributary kings. Syria
always seems to have
been divided into smali-
kingdoms united under
some leading power.

B Cavalry.

4Fought against,

A erald o demand
submission.

Ahab most likely had
already suffered defeat
in the field, and had
betaken himself to tha
strong fortress of
Samaria.

8To demand his wives
was to demand his
abdication.

?The submissive reply of
Ahab brings further
demands from the
8yrian king. He now
demands all the goods of
all Abab’s subjects.

8The order is imperative.
It must be complied
with at once.
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this time, and they shall search thine
house, and the houses of thy servants ;
and . it shall be, that whatsoever is
pleasant in thine eyes, they shall put it
in their hand, and take it away. 7 Then
the king of Israel called all the ®elders
of the land, and said, Mark, 1 pray
you, and see how this man 1%secketh
mischief : for he sent unto me for my
wives, and for my children, and for my
sitver, and for my gold; and 1 denied
him not. 8 And all the elders and all
the people said unto him, Hearken not
unto him, nor consent. 9 Wherclore
he said unto the messengers of Ben-
hadad, Tell my lord the king, All that
thou didst send for to thy servant !lat
the first I will do: but thisthing I may
notdo. And the messengers departed,
and brought him word again. 10 And
Ben-hadad sent unto him, and said,
¥The gods do so unto me, and more
also, if the dust of Samaria shall
suffice for handfuls for 1%all the people
that follow me. 11 And the king of
Israel answered, and said, Tell him,
Let not him that girdeth on his #14karness
boast himself as he that putteth it off.
12z And it carne to pass, when Ben-
hadad heard this message, 1fas he was
drinking, he and the kings in the
pavilions, that he said unto his
servants, Set yourselves in 7array.
And they set themselves in array
against the city. '
« see R.V. comment, p. 118,

9Not only the chief men
of the citv, but of the
whole land. They may
hav: betaken themselves
to Samaria for safety.

W The demands made by
Ben-hadad were intoler-
able, and could not be
complied with.

11 Ahab replies that ha
would submit to the first
conditions, but not to
the second.

12Jezebel used a similar
expression to Elijah
(xix. 2). It was not an
uncommon form of
oath.

1880 numerous that when
the walls are reduced to
ruins there will not iwe
sufficient to provide a
haniful of dust to each
soldier. .

W4 Armour, An expression
that has become prover-
bial = “Don't count
your chickens before
they are hatched.” |

15A banquet wns being
held; so confident was
he of taking the city.

16Huts or booths, such
would uaturally be
erected for the shelter of
the army besieging tue
cily. The sams word is
used for the booths
erected at the Feast of
Tabernncles.

17 Array troops.

“ Place the enginas™
{margin).

“Build & stockade”
(1xx.).

A Prophet Promises Victory to Ahab, Defeat of the Syrians.

(Nor 18 CERONICLES,)

13 And, behold, there came !la
prophet unto Ahab king of [Israel,

1Traditlon says.” Micaiah
the son of Imlah,”
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saying, Thus saith the I.orp, Hast
thou seen all this great multitude ?
behold, I will deliver it into thine hand
this day; and thou shalt know that I
am the Lokp. 14 And Ahab said, *By
whom? And he said, Thus saith the
Lorp, Even by the Syoung men of the
princes of the provinces. Then he
said, Who shall #2srder the battle ? And
he answered, 5Thou. 15 Then he
bpumbered the young men of the princes
of the provinces, and they were two
hundred and thirty-two : and after
them he buwmbered all the people, even
all the children of Israel, being Tseven
thousand. 16 And they 8went out %at
noon. But Ben-hadad was drinking
himself drunk in the pavilions, he
and the kings, the thirty and two
kings that helped him. 17 And the
young men of the princes of the
provinces went out 1%first ; and Ben-
hadad sent out, and they told him,
saying, There are men come out of
Samaria. 18 And he said, 1Whether
they be come out for peace, take them
alive ; or whether they be come out
for war, take them alive, 19 So these
young. men of the princes of the
provinces came out of the city, and the
army which followed them. 20 *And
they slew every one his man : and the
Syrians fled ; and Israel pursued them :
and Ben-hadad the king of Syria
escaped on an %horse with the 4horse-
men. 21 And the king of Israel went
out, and smote the horses and chariots,
and slew the Syrians with a great
slaughter.

a see RV, commenf, p.119. bsee R.V, comment, p.119.

3By whom shall 1 be de-
livered ?

3The attendants, armour-
bearers or esguires of the
local governors who had
taken refuge in the city.
They numbered 232 (V.
15). They would be picked
men and well armed.

4 Begin : The word trans-
lated * order" signified
“to bind or tie together.”
Thus Ahab asks whether
he shall attack or wait
to be attacked.

5The ]irophet bids Ahab
attack.

6 Masterell. -

1The whole garrison only
7,000 men.

8 Sallied out and aitacked
the Syrian camp.

9 At noon whenthe8yrians
would be resting in the
heat of the day, and
Ben-hadad was feasting.
The time was well
chosen., The Syrians
were unprepared for
such bold measures.
Human skill must be
exercigelthoughGod had
pramised Lhe victory.
Compate the feast of
Belshazzuy on the night
when Cyrus took Baby-
lon (Dan. v. 14).

1 The vanguard—the for-
lorn hope.

11In contempt for the small
force issuing from the
city Ben-hadad orders
that they be captured,
not killed. )

12A gudden panic arose.
Not ancommon in east-
ern armies. - .
Compare

(1) the confusion of
the Midianites at
the attack of Gide-
on (Judges vii. 21),

(2} the rout of the
Philistines byJona-
than (1 Sam. xiv,
15-16).

18 A ohariot horse, Such
was his baste that he
mounted one of his
chariot horses,

4 Horgemen, i.e. with a
band of horsemen—no%
with all the cavalry,

15"When Ahab sees the at-
tack successful he comesn

torthin'person. Anincident inkeeping with the irresolute character of this monarch
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The Second Invasion and Defeat of the Syrians.

(Nor ¥ CHRONICLES.)

22 And the prophet came to the
king of Israel, and said unte him, 'Go,
strengthen thyself, and mark, and see
what thou doest: for at the *return of
the year the king of Syria will come up
against thee. 23 And the servants of
the king of Syria said unto him, ¢Theiv
Sgods are gods of the ¢hills ; therefore
they were stronger than we; but let us
fight against them in the Splain, and
surely we shall be stronger than they.
24 And do this thing, Take the ®kings
away, every man out of his place, and
put Icaptains in their rooms : 25 And
number thee an army, 8like the army
that thou hast lost, horse for horse,
and chariot for chariot : and we will
fight against tham in the %plain, and
surely we shall be stronger than they.
And he hearkened unto their voice,
and did so. 26 And it came to pass
at the Oreturn of the year, that Ben-
hadad Ouumbered the Syrians, and
went up to 2Aphek, to fight against
Israel. 27 And the children of Israel
were Upyibered, and VBwere all present,
and "went against them : and the
children of Israel pitched before them
like 4two little flocks of kids ; but the
Syrians filled the country. 28 And
there came a man of God, and spake
unto the king of Israel, and said, Thus
saith the Lorp, because the Syrians
have said, The Lorp is 4God of the
hills, but he is not 4God of the valleys,
therefore will 1 deliver all this great
multitude into thine hand, and ye

a gee R.V.comment, p.119. bsee R.V. comment, p. 119.
¢ iee K.V, comment, p.119. d aee R.V, comment, p. 119,

»

1Use the time in making
every preparation.

%In the spring. Compsare
“Adfter Lhe year was ex-
pired, at the time when
kkings go forth to battle™
{2 Sam. xi. 1).

8 God. singular.

Ancient nations believed
in local deities.

¢ Samaria was a hilly dis-
triet.

$ Damascus Hesina ]l:]a.in.
So the Syrians would pit
their deity against the
God of Israel, and would
choose & spot likely to
be under the protection
of their national god.

¢ Whose feasting had been
the main cause of the
first defent.

VSkilled officers, experi-
enced in war.

&, prepare a force ex-
actly similar to the army
which had been defeated
the previous year.

9 The plain would be fav-
ourable to the Syrian
chariots and cavalry.

WIn the gpring. A ealu-
paign centinued in the
winter is first mentioned
in the invasion by Shal-
maneser (2 Kings xvii, 5).

1 Mugtered.

12This Aphek was probably
the one in the plain of
Jezreel (Intro., p. 1vi.).

18 Margin were victualled

=egquipped with food
and arms.

14 In two divisiona.
The Isrpelites must

have suffered severely
in the war with S8yria
to be so reduced in
numnbers.
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shall know that I am the Lorp. 29
And they pitched one over against the
other seven days. And so it was, that
in the seventh day the battle was
joined : and the children of Israel slew
of the Syrians 4an hundred thousand
footmen in one day. 30 But the rest
fled to Aphek, into the city; and
there 152 wall fell upon twenty and
seven thousand of the men that were
left. And Ben-hadad fled, and came
into the city, into an ¥inner chamber.
31 And his servants said unte him,
Behold now, we have heard that the
kings of the house of Israel are merci-
ful kings : let us, I pray thee, 7pu’
sackcloth on our loins, and ¥ropes upon
our heads, and go out to the king of
Israel : peradventure he will save thy
life. 32 So they girded sackcloth on
their loins, and put ropes on their
heads, and came to the king of Israel,
and said, Thy servant Ben-hadad saith,
I pray thee, let me live. And he
said, Is he yet alive ? 1%he is my brother.
33 Now the men did diligently observe
whether any thing would come from
him, and did hastily ®catch it : and they
said, Thy brcther Ben-hadad. Then he
said, Go ye, bring him. Then Ben-
hadad came forth to him; and he
caused him to come up into the ®chariot,
34 And Ben-hadad said unto him, The
cities, which ??my father took from thy
father, I will 2restore ; and thou shalt
make 24streets for thee in Damascus, as
my father made in Samaria. Then said
Ahab, I will esend thee away with this
covenant, So he made a covenant with
him, and ®sent hiin away.

see K.V, couament, p. 119,

14 There must have been a
second pani¢ in which
the 8yrians cut down
each other. The small
number of the Israclites
could not have effected
such a slaughter.

16 The city wall of Aphek.
There was probably an
earthquake.

18Into a chamber within a
chamber. Probably a
secret hiding-place,

. WSymbolical of humilia-

tion.

18 Symbolical of submis-
sion. Compare the citi-
zens of Calais in the
siege’ of that town by
Edward IIL

12 Ahab recognizes the
royal rank of Ben-hadad.

20 The messengers caught
up the wordsof Ahab and
repeated them, as pledg-
ing Ahab to spare Ben-
hadad's life. According
to Eastern custom such
a pledge of friendship
could no$ be recalled.

21 The war chariot in which

he had riddem to the
battle.
A mark of honour. 8o
Jehu honoured Jonadab,
the son of Rechab (3
Kings x. 16).

22 Bvidently Omri had been
worsted in his encoun-
ters with the Syrians.

28 Ben-hadad did not keep
the commpact ; he did not
restore all the c¢'ties,
nofably Ramoth Gilea

(xxii, 2-3),
3 Egtablish a Jewish quar-
ter in Damascug,
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A Prophet rebukes Ahab for letiing Ben-hadad go.

{(NoT 1N CHRONICLES.)

35 And a certain man of the !'sons of
the prophets said unto his neighbour in
the word of the Lorp, 3Smite me, 1
pray thee. And the man refused to
smite him. 36 Then said he unto him,
Because thou hast not obeyed the voice
of the Lorp, behold, as soon as thou
art departed from me, a 3lion shall slay
thee. And as soon as he was departed
from him, a lion found him, and slew
him. 37 Then he found another man,
and said, Smite mie, I pray thee. And
the man smote him, so that in smit-
ing he wounded him. 38 So the
prophel departed, 4and waited for the
king by the way, and 5disguised himself
?with ashes upon his face. 39 And as
he king passed by, he cried unto the
king : and he said, 8Thy servant went
out into the midst of the battle ; and,
behold,’a man turned aside, and brought
1 man unto me, and_said, Keep this
man : if by any means he #be missing,
then shall thy life be for his life, or else
thou shalt pay a talent of silver. 40
And as thy servant was %busy here and
there, %he was gone. And the king of
Israel said unto him, So shall thy
judgment be; thyself hast decided it.
41 And he hasted, and took the 2%ashes
away from his face; and the king of
Israel discerned him that he was of the
prophets. 42 And he said unto him,
Thus saith the Lorp, Because thou
hast let go out of thy hand ®a man
whom [ ®appointed to utter destruction,
therefore thy life shall go for his life,
9 e R.V, comament, p- 1.

186udents in the schools
of the prophets.

$That he might appear
as one who had been
wounded in the battle.

880 & lion slew the
disobedient prophet
(xiii. 24).

On wild beasts in Pales-
tine (see p. 65).

4And so met him as he
returned from the inter-
view with Ben-hadad.

sA Ybandage over hia
head, to present the ap-
pearance of a wounded
soldier.

8A poarable designed to
make Ahab commit
himself.

Compare:

(1) The parable of
Nathan to David
(2 Sam. xii. 1-4).

(2) The parable of the
wige woman of
Tekosh (2 Sam.
xiv. 5-11).

TSomeone of position
who had the right to
call upon the man %o
perform his duty.

8z.6, when I demand him
of thy hands. .

9 Occupied on other busi-
ness, forgetful of his
charge.

1046, The prisoner.
Interpretation of Paranle.
The man who entrusted
the prisoner to the care
of the other = God. |
The man who received
the prisoner = Ahab.
The _ prisoner = Ben-
hadad. N
Application. As the king
had promounced the
doom ngainst the cus-
todian of the prisoner,
30 now the prophet
aunounces the doom
decreed against Ahah.

11 The bandage from his
face.

12The man,
18 Devoted to destruotion.
For this purpose God

bad brought Ben-hadad
into Ahab’s power.



g6 KINGS,

[xx. 43—xx1. 7

and thy people for his people. 43 And
the king of Israel went to his house
ltheavy and displeased, and came to
Samaria.

48ullen and angry-—not
repentant (xxi. 4).

Ahab Seizes the Vineyard of Naboth,

(Nor ¥ CHROKICLES.)

2L And it came to pass after these
things, that !Naboth the Jezreelite had
a vineyard, which was in 2Jezreel, hard
by the 3palace of Ahab king of Samaria.
2 And Ahab spake unto Naboth, say-
ing, Give me thy vineyard, that I may
have it for a garden of herbs, because
it is near unto my house: and I will
give thee for it a better vineyard than
it; or, if it seem good to thee, I will
give thee the worth of it in money. 3
And Naboth said to Ahab, the Lorp
forbid it me, that I should give $the
inheritance of my fathers unto thee. 4
And Ahab came into his house fheavy
and displeased because of the word
which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken
to him: for he had said, I will not give
thee the inheritance of my fathers.
And he laid him down upon his bed,
and turned away his face, and would eat
no bread. 5 But Jezebel his wife came
to him, and said unto him, Why is thy
spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread ?
6 And he said unto her, Because I
spake unto Naboth, the Jezreelite, and
said unto him, Give me thy vineyard
for money ; or else, if it please thee, I
will give thee another vineyard for it:
and he answered, I will not give thee
my vineyard. 7 And Jezebel his wife
said unto him, *Dost thou now govern
the kingdom of Israel? arise and eat

1 Naboth(Intro.,p.lxxxviil.).

2Jezreel (Intro., p. lxv.).
By Jezreel is here meant
the valley or plain below
the city.

8Ahab’s
dence.

suminer regi-

4 The Israelites were for-
bidden by the Law to
part with the inherit-
ance of their fathers
(Lev. xxv. 23).

5Sullen and angry (xx. 43).
Childish. It marks the
sulky disposition of the
king, and exhibits the
weakness of his charme-
ter.

6Art thou king and yet
allowest a subject to
thwart thee ?
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bread, and let thine heart be merry:
"I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth
the Jezreelite. 8 So she wrote Sletters
in Ahab's name, and #sealed them with
his seal and sent the letters unto the
e'ders and to the nobles that were in his
city, dwelling with Naboth. g9 Andshe
wrote in the letters, saying, 1?Proclaim
a fast, and set Naboth 1on high among
the people: 10 And set two men, sons
of Belial, before him, to bear witness
against him, saying, Thou didst blas-
pheme God and the king, And then
carry him out, and stone him, that he
may die, 11 And the men of his city
even the elders and the nobles who
were the inhabitants in his city, 13did as
Jezebel had sent unto them, and as it
was written in the letters which she
had sent unto them. 12 They pro-
claimed a fast, and set Naboth on high
among the people. 13 And there came
in 3two men, children of 4Belial, and
sat before him: and the men of Belial
witnessed against him, even against
Naboth, in the presence of the people,
saying, Naboth did *blaspheme God and
the king. Then they carried him forth
‘out of the city, and 8stoned him with
stones, that he died. 14 Then they
sent to Jezebel, saying, !"TNaboth is
stoned, and is dead. 15 And it came

1T, emphatic, t.e. leave the
business to me and it
shall be done.
8 Warranis.
2The secretaries would
write these warrants.
Jegzebel would seal with
the signet of the Kking,
and thus give them the
roya! sanction.
Instances of the seal:
(1) The .signet of
Jandah (Gen.
xxxviii, 18).

() Phataoh gave
Joseph = signet
ring off his own
hand (Gen. xli. 42).

(3) Warrants for the
slaughter of the
Jews were issue
sealed with the se
of Ahasuerus
(Esther iif. 12).

(4) Also warrants
authorizing the
Jews to resisd
(Esther vili. 8).

(5) The stone against
the den of lionsin
which Daniel was
placed wns sealed
Wwith the seml of
Darius (Dan. vi. 17%.

WAn indie-tion that a
great sin had been com-
mitted, for wbich the
city must do penance.

11 Either to do Naboth
honour, or that all might
geo the accused person.

12'The slavish ecompliance
of the nobles shows how
much they feared Jeze-
bel.

18The law required two
witnesses at least (Deut.
xvii. 6), There were two
false witnesses against
our Lord (8t Mabt. xxvi.
60)

W4 Not s proper name = worthless fellows, who could be hribeai to swear $o the story

they had been told to tell.
18 Curse.

16 8toning was the punishment for blagphemy (Lev. xxiv. 10-16).

It must take place outside the city (Lev. xXiv. 14),

A place cutside the ity was set apart for the purpos
e was cast down. The witnesses

bound, was placed on an elevation, whence

The criminal, with hands

then rolled a stone down upon him, after which all the people present cast stones

&% him,
17 Not only Naboth, but all his sons (3 Eings ix. 25}, This was the usual custom.
80 Achan and all his family were stoned (Joshua vii. 24-85).

Thus Ahab would find no one to resist his taking possession.

The property of

one executed {or treason would naturally fall o the king. Bo David disposed of

the property 8f Mephibogheth (3 SBam. xvi. 4),

12
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to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth
was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel
said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite,
which he refused to give thee for money :
for Naboth is not alive, but dead. 16
And it came to pass, when Ahab heard
that Naboth was dead, that Ahab 18rose
up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth
the Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 17
And the word of the Lorp came to
Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18 Arise,
go down to meet Ahab king of Israel,
which is in Samaria : behold, he 1%is in
the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is
gone down fo apessess it. 17 And thou
shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus
. saith the Lorp, 20Hast thou killed, and
also taken possession ? And thou shalt
speak unto him, saying, Thus =aith
the Lorp, ®'In the place where dogs
licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs
lick thy blood, even thine. 20 And
Ahab said to Elijah, 2Hast thou found
me, O mine enemy? And he answered,
I have found thee: because thou hast
¥sold thyself to work evil in the sight of
the Lorp. 21 #Behold, I will bring evil
upon thee, and will take away thy
posterity, and will cut off from Ahab
every man child, and him that is shut
up and Yeft in Isvael, 22 And will
make thine house like the house of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like
the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah,
for the provocation wherewith thou hast
provoked me to anger, and made Israel
to sin, 23 And of Jezebel also spake
a see R.V. comment, p. 120. b see R.V. comment, p. 115,

18He loses no time, bub
proceeds to take im-
mediate possession of
the forfeited estate.
Instances of stoning;

(1) The man found
gathering sticks on

he Sabbath
(Numb. xv. 32-36).

(%) Achan for taking of
the spoil of Jericho
(Josh. vii. 24-25),

(3) Adoram by the
Israelites at
Shechem (1 Kings
xii, Ib).

(4) Naboth (as above).

(5) St. Stephen on the
charge of blag-
phemy (Acts vii.

Commandments broken
by Ahab, either directly
or through Jezebel.

z. Coveting the vine
yard.

viii. Taking possession
of auother man's

roperby.

ix. Suborning falge
witness againsy
Naboth.

vi. The murder of Na-
both

oth.

1°Dwelleth, i.e. his capital

wos ot Samaria,buf Ahab
was then at Jezreel.

20 Though the action was
Jezebel’s, the guilt was
Abab’s equally with her,

A Fulfilled—

(1) The dogs licked the
blood of Ahab
when his chariot
was washed in the
pool of Bamaria,

(2) The dead body of
Jehoram was cast
by the command of
Jehu into the plot
of ground formerly
belonging to Na-
both (2 Kings ix.
25-26), where it was
left for deogs to eat.

2The sight of Elijah
caused Ahab to feel that
vengeance was at hand,

W Expresses how the king
had put himself into the
hands of Jezebel and
allowed her to do as ghe
pleased.

4 See xiv, 10,

The three dynasties that were utterly destroyed were the families of Jerohagrp

(xv. 29), Baasha (xvi. 11}, and Ahab (2 Kings x. 17).
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the Lorp, saying, #The dogs shall eat
Jezebel by the #wall of Jezreel. 24
27Him that dieth of Ahab in the city
the dogs shall eat; and him that dieth
in the field shall the fowls of the air eat.
25 But there was none like unto
Ahab, which did sell himself to work
wickedness in the sight of the Lorbp,
whom #Jezebel his wife stirred up. 26
And he did very abominably in following
idols, according to all things as did the
Amorites, whom the Lorp cast out
before the children of Israel. 27 And
it came to pass, when Abhab heard those
words, that he #9rent his clothes, and put
sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted,
and lay in sackcloth, and 3went softly.
28 And the word of the Lorp came to
Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 29 Seest
thoa how Ahab humbleth himself before
me ? because he humbieth himself before
me, I will not bring 3lthe evil in his
days: but in his son’s days will I bring
the evil upon his house.

25 Falfilled when Jehu re-
volted against Joram
2 Kings ix. 30-37.

26 Rampart,

27 The family of Ahab all
perished.

(1) The rulers of Jez-
reel slew 70 of his
childien (2 Kings

. 1-7).
{2) Jehu slew the rest
in&smel {2 Kings

x. 1),
8) Also Jehu slew the
brethren of Ahaz-

iah (x. 12-14).

(4) Athaliah slew all
the seed royal @
Kings xi. 1).

(6) Athaliah was putto
death by the order
of Jehoiada (2
Kings xi. 18).

28 The history of the reign
shows how Ahab was
under the influence of
Jezebel, notably

(1) The introduction of
the worship of Baal,

() The slaughter of
the prophets of
Jehovah.

(8) Her threat agnins$
the life of Elijah.

{4 The iurder of
Naboth.

¥ The outward signs of
repentance.

80 Bore himael! Ina humble
and subdued manner,

‘We find nopenitence on the part of Jezebel or any notice extenuating her conduct.

R The evil of the destruction of his house,
in verse 19.

Ahab mat the fate foretold for himaelf

Ahab allied with Jehoshaphat to recover Ramoth Gilead.

(2 CrroNICcLES XVvILr, 1-11.)

22. And they continued 'three years
without war between Syria and Israel.
2 And it came to pass in the third year,
that 2Jehoshaphat the king of Judah
came down to the king of Israel. 3
And the king of Israel said unto his
servants, Know ye that 3Ramoth in
Gilead is ours, and we be still, and take
it not out of the hand of the king of
Syria? 4 And he said unto Jehosha-

1 During which Ben-hadad
was defeated by the king
of Asayria.

2 Ahab allied himself with
Jehoshaphat to recover
Ramoth Gilead.

The ailiznce lasted 20
yoars. Jehoram,the son
of Jehoshaphat, married
Athalinh, the danghter
of Ahab.

On the evil consequencs
to Judah, see Iniro. p.
lxxxiv.

8Intro. p. Ixix.

Possibly one of the cities
Ben-hadad had promiged

%0 restore to Ahab (xx.84). Thae Syrian king hed not kept his promises.
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phat, Wilt thou go with me to battle
to Ramoth-gilead? And Jehoshaphat
said to the king of Israel, 4 am as
thou art, my people as thy people, my
horses as thy horses. 5 And Jehosha-
phat said unto the king of Israel,
Inquire, I pray thee, at the word of
the Loro to day. 6 Then the king of
Israel gathered the Sprophets together,
about ffour hundred men, and said
unto them, Shall I "~ go against
Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I
forbear ? And they said, Go up; for
the Lorp shall deliver it into the hand
of the king. 7 And Jehoshaphat said,
"Is there not here a prophet of the
8L.orD besides, that we might inquire of
him? 8 And the king of Israel said
unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one
man, *Micailah the son of Imlah, by
whom we may inquire of the Lorbp:
but I 1%hate him; for he doth not
prophesy good concerning mte, but evil.
And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the
king say so. ¢ Then the king of
Israel called an officer, and said,
“Hasten hither Micaiah the son of
Imlah. 10 And the king of Israel and
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah sat each
cn his throne, having put on their robes,
%1t 4 12otd place in the entrance of the
gate of Samaria; and all the prophets
prophesied before them. 11 And
BZedekiah the son of Chenaanah made
him Yhorns of iron : and he said, Thus
saith the L.orp, with these shalt thou
Bpush the Syrians, until thou have con-
sumed them. 12 And all the prophets
prophesied so, saying Go up to Ramoth-
gilead, and prosper: for the “Lorp
shall deliver it into the king’s hand.
a see R.V. comment, p, 120.

4ie. placing his whole -
force ab the disposal of
Ahab.
“And we will be with
thes in the war” (2
Chron. xviii, 3).
8 There were four classes
of prophets in Israel:
(1) Prophets of Baal.
{2) Prophefs of- the
grove.
(3} Prophets of the
calf-worship.
(4) Prophets of Je-
hovah.
6These prophets were
probably those of the
calf-worship, for (1) and
(2) are excluded by the
terms of the request of
Jehoshaphat, and the
hostility shown by them
to Micaiah (verses 22-25)
wonld indicate that they
were not prophets of the

ord.
7Jehoshaphat distrusts
these prophets of the
calf-worship.

8 Lord, v. 6, Adonai.

Lord, v. 7, Jehovah.

A great difference, Je-
hoshaphat would enquire
of Jehovah. .

9 Micaiah(Intro.p.lxxxviil.).
Josephus records that
he was the prophet who
had rebuked Ahab for
letting Ben-hadad go.
He was in prison (v. 27).

10 Ahab fearing what Mi-

caiah may say suggests
that he is actuated by
enimosity ageinst him-
self.
t.e. that he hates Mi-
caiah, and that a prophet
will allow his private
feelings to cause him to
speak {fmlsely in the
name of the Lord.

11 Fatch quickly.

12In an empty space At
the entrance of the city.
The place where Ahab
would sit to administer
justice (see i]? 122),

1t Intro. p. Xcil

14 A gymbol of power.
Zedekiah follows the
example of Ahijah {xi.
30), and illustrates his
prediction by an “acted
parable” (see p. 54).

1A metaphor denoting
successful attack.

i8 The propheis now use the name Jehovah as an encouragement to Jehoshaphat
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The Prophecy of Micalah.

(2 CeroxTCLES XVINI. 12-17.)

13 And the messenger that was gone
to call Micaiah spake unto him, saying,
1Behold, now, the words of the prophets
declare good unto the king with one
mouth : let thy word, I pray thee, be
like the word of one of the:n, and speak
that which is good. 14 And Micaiah
said,?As the L.orp liveth, what the LorD
saith unto me, that will T speak. 15
So he came to the king. And the king
said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go
against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or
shall we forbear? And he answered
him, 3Go, and prosper: for the Lorp
shall deliver it into the hand of the king.
16 And the king said unto him, *How
many times shall I adjure thee that
thou tell me nothing but that which is
true in the name of the Lorp? 17
And he said, I saw all Israel scattered
upon the hills, as Ssheep that have not a
Tshepherd : and the Lorp said, These
have no master: let them return every
man to his house in peace. 18 And
the king of Israel said unto Jehosha-
phat, 8Did I not tell thee that he would
prophesy no good concerning me, but
evil? 19 And ke said, °Hear thou
therefore the word of the Lorp : 1] saw
the Logp sitting on his throne, and all
the host of heaven standing by him on
his right hand and on hisleft. 20 And
the Lorp said, Who shall allpersuade
Ahab, that he may go up and fall at

e see R.V. comment, p. 120

1There was an idea
amongst the ancients
that the prophets had
influence with God to
irdues Him to perform
their will. This ides was
in the mind@ of Balak
when he sent for Balaam
{Namb. xxiv. 10).

3Micaiah refuses the ad-
vice. He will speak only
what the Lord reveals. -

8Ironical, repeating the
words of the false pro-
phets. Ahab detects the
Sarcasm.

4 Ahab had probably often
consulted Micaiah, and
had been treated in the
same mocking manner.

&6 A vision foretelling the
rout of the Israelites
and the death of Ahab,

6Shaep = Israelites dis-
persed a‘ter the battle

(v. 36).

7Shepsherd = Ahab, shin
in the battle.
Thus, as the sheep are
without a shepherd, so
the people lose their

8Ahab recognizes the
mesning of the predic-
tion and endeavours to
minimise the effect upon
Jehoshaphat by suggesi-
ing that Micaiah spoke
out of ill-will.

980 Micniah speaks of a
second vision.

10 God is here likensd to

an earthly king, with
throne, courtiers, and
attendanta., .
The vigion is allegorical,
and must not be taken
literaily.
Micainh 1s accounting
for the advice .of the
prophets, He represents
them a8 being under the
infiuence of & lying
apirit, and that Jehovah
allows their counsel to
prevail, because Ahab is
worthy of death.

So Judas was permitted to betray our Lord, and thus bring about the will of the

Almighty.

The vision cannot be construed into rapresenting’:‘,ha Almighty as approving of

deception, for * God 8 not a man that he should lie.
1} Entice.
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- Ramath-gilead ?, And one said on this
‘manner, and another said on" that
manner. 21 And there came forth a
spirit, and stood before the LorD, and
said, I will dpersuads him. - 22 "And the
LORD said unto him, Wherewith'? And
he said, I will go forth, and I.will be a
lying spirit in the mouth of all his
prophets. And he said, Thou shalt
persuade him, and prevail also: go
forth and do so. 23.Now, therefore,
behold the Lorp hath put a lying spirit
in the mouth of all these thy prophets,

and the 12Lorp hath spoken evil con- -

cerning thee. 24 But Zedekiah- the
son of Chenaanah went near, and smote

Micaiah on the cheek and sald BWhich ~

way went the Spirit of the LoD from
me to speak unto thee? 25 And
Micaiah said, Behold, 14thou shalt see
in that day, when thou shalt go into an
inner chambeér to hide thyself. 26 And
the king- of Israel said, Take Micaiah,
and carry him back unto 3Amon the

governor of the city, and to 16_]oash the

king’s son : 27 And say, Thus saith the

king, Put this fellow in the ?prison and-

feed him with 18bread of affliction and

with water of affliction, until 1 come in !
28 And Micaiak said, If thou.

peace.
return at all in peace, the Lorp hath
not spoken by me. And he said,
Hearken, O people, every one of you.
asgea R.V. comment, P 190. .

12i.e, the evil against thee
is pronounced by Jseho-
vabk, and not by me, as
you would cause Jeho-
shaphat to believe.

131n contempt, and also to
encourage Ahab
Micaiah was a true
prophet, sarely God
would avengz %his out-
rage, The question is
clearly: Bince you know
80 much, will you give
us .further particulars?
Intended - to meet the
vision with ridicule,

14You shall know I have
spoken truly when you
go_ to hide yourself,
either in shamse for your
false prophecy,or anxiety
to escape the vengeance
of Jezebel,
Josephus tells us that

the falge prophets relied -

5:] n the prophecy of

ijah, that Ahab would
perieh at Jezreel, and &o
could not meet his death
at Ramoth Gilead.

15 Amon (Intre., p,lxxix.).

.16 Joagh (Intro.,p.Ixxxviii.)

17In close confinement,
18 On prison fare, °

.

The Battle at Ramoth Gllead Death of Ahab

(2 CERoNICLES XVII. 28-34.)

29 So the king of Israel and Jehosh-
aphat the king -of Judah went up to
Ramoth-gilead. 3¢ And the king of
Israel’ 3aid unto Jehoshaphat, 1I will

1A precaution designed to
frustrate the prophecy
of Micaiah, Ahab may
have known of the order
of the King of Byris
(v. 31)
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L ) . ATt possible they were to
disguise myself;, ‘and enter into the singlo Yot Akab and

battle; but put thou on thy robes. And
the king of Israel disguised." himself,
and went into the battle.

and two captains that had rule over
his chariots, saying, 2Fight neither with
small nor great, save only with the king
of Israel. 32 And it came to" pass,
when the captains of the chariots saw
Jehoshaphat, that they said, Surely it
1s the king of Israel. Andthey 3turned
aside to fight against-him : and Jehosh-
aphat #cried out. 33 And-it came to
pass, when the captains of the chariots
perceived that it was not the king of
Israel, that they turnéd back from pur-
suing him, 34 And a certain man
drew a bow Bat a venture, and smote
the king of Israel between the joints
of the Sharness :  wherefore he said unto
the driver of his chariot, Turn thine
hand, and carry me out of the host;
for I am wounded. 35 And the battle
increased that day: and the king ‘was

<tayed up in his chariot against the -

. Syrians, and died at even: and the

blood ran out of the wound 8into the’

amidst of the chariot. 36 And there
went a bYproclamation. throughout the
host about %the going down of the sun,
saying, Evéry, man to his city, and
every man to his own ‘country. 37
So the king died; and was brought to
Samaria ; and they buried . the king in
Samaria. 38 And one washed the
chariot in the pool of Samaria; and
the dogs licked up his blood ; cand they
washed hs armour ; Naccording unto the

a seeR.V.comment, p. 120, b see R.¥. comment. p. 120,
c see R.V. ccmment, p. 180..

-

31 But the -
king of Syria commanded- his -thirty"

- attack him. An un-
gracious return for the
clemency of Ahab, and &
retribution upon that
king for his sin and
m1stiake in letting Ben-
hadad

L i ()ofmpa.ssed about him
to fight” (2 Chron. xviii.
31), and 80 tako him
prisoner.

47.¢, to his own soldiers to
rally- round him.. The
capbmns of Syria would
re ognize.the battle-cry
of Judah and see their
mistake.

“And the Lord helped
Rim;. and God moved

.them to depart from
him* (2 Chron. xviil, 31).

In his simplicity; not- &
random shot, but that he
was ignomnt of the rank
of the person a$} whom
he aimed. .
Josephus says it was
Naaman® (compare 2
Kings v. 1), ** because by
him the Lord had given
deliverance to Israel™
8 Armour. The “joints"

+ mean the junctura of the

- breast-plate with the
lower armour — the
weakest par’t of mnail
anuaour.

THe was supported in his
charlot so that his army
might not be dis-
cournged.

8Into the bosom of the
chariot = here the blood
collected in & pool.

9 At the time when it was
knowr Ahab was dead.
The army dispersed on
the death of the king.

10 A Iprge tank or reservoir,

* which may be this pool,

still remains on *the
slope of the hill of
Samuarin, immedmtely
.outside  the walls
(Stanley).

The harlots bathed in it.
This pool, according to
Josephus, was the usual
bathing place of the
Samaritan harlots.
NIn this remarkable
manner was Lthe pro
fhgg of Elijah (xxi, 19)

nlfilled. ’
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word of the Lorp which he spake. 39
Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and
all that he did, and the ivory house
which he made, and all the cities that
he built, are they not written in the
baok of the chronicles of the kings of
Israel? 40 So Ahab slept with his
fathers; and Ahaziah his son reigned
in his stead. :

Ahaziah (Intro,, p. xx7.)

The Reign of Jehoshaphat.

(2 CHRONICLES XX.-XXXI.)

41 And 'Jehoshaphat the son of Asa
began to reign over Judah in the fourth
year of Ahab king of Israel. 4z
Jehoshaphat was- thirty and five years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned twenty and five years in Jeru-
salem. And his mother's name was
fAzubah the daughter of Shilhi. 43
And he walked in all the ways of Asa
his father; he turned not aside from it,
doing that which was right in the eyes
of the Lorp; nevertheless the high
places were not taken away; for the
people offered and burnt incense yet
in the high places. 44 And Jehosha-
phat3made peace with the king of Israel.
45 Now the rest of the acts of Jehosha-
phat, and his might that he shewed,
and how he warred, are they not written
in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Judah? 46 And the remnant
of the sodomites, which remained in
the days of his father Asa, he took out
of the land. 47 There was then no
king in 4Edom: a deputy was king.
48 Jehoshaphat made ships of §Thars-
hish to go to Ophir for gold: but
they went not; for the ships ware
Sbroken at Ezion-geber. 49 Then said

1Intro,, p. xxvii.

The notice of Jehosha-
ghat in Kings is very
rief.

2Azubah the queen-
mother. On this impor-
tant position, see p. 124.

87{ll the time of Jeho-
shaphsat there was war
between Israel and
Jndah.

tBdom had probably
again been brought under
the sway of Judah, and
was governed by n Jew-
ish viceroy;, thus Je-
hoshaphat had free
access to Bziongeber,

EHee x. 22.

Apcording to Chronicles
the shlps were made in
order * to gote Tarshish”
{2 Chron. xx. 36).

8 Wracked, Combining the
sccount of Chronicles,
we learn— A

(@) Ahaziah, King of
Israsel, and Jeho-
shaphat ecembined
to make the fleet
{2 Chron. xxi. 36).

{2) The prophet Elieger
denounced the alli-
ance, and prophe-
gied the destruc-
tlon of the fleet (3
Chromn. xx. 35-36.. .

(3) After the wreck,
Ahagzlah desires to
renew the enter-
prise, and offers to
furnish sailors (1
Kings xxii. 49).

(4) Jehoshaphat de-
clines the alliance
(xxii, 49).
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Ahaziah the son of Ahab unto Jehosha-
phat, Let my servants go with thy
servants in the ships. But Jehosha-
phat would not. 50 And Jehoshaphat
slept with his fathers, and was buried
with his fathers in the city of David
his father: and Jehoram his son
reigned in his stead.

Additional particulars of the reign of Jehoshaphat (Chfonioles).

1. On his return to Jerusalem from the expedition against Ramotﬁ-Gi]ead,
Jehu, the son of Hanani, met him and denocunced him for aiding Ahab

(2 Chron, xixz. 1-3). .

2. Ho went through the Iand endeavouring to bring the nation back to Jehovah

(2 Chror. xix. 4).

8. Ho appointed judges in the fenced citles (3 Chron. xiz. 5-11).
4. He defeated the joint forces of Moabites, Edomites and Ammonites {2

Chron. xx. 1-30).

5. He allied himself with Jehoram, king of Israel, and the king of Edom fo bring

back Moab to allegiance to Israel (2 Kings iil. 4-27). E
8. He _mé;irried his son Jehoram to Athaeliah, the daughter of Ahab (3 Chron
xxi, 6).

The Reign of Ahaziah, King of Israel.

(Nor 18 CERONIOLES.)

51 Ahaziah the son of Ahab began
to reign over Israel in Samaria the
seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king
of Judah, and reigned two years over
Israel. 52 And he 'did evil in the sight
of the Lorp, and walked in the way
of his father, and in the way of his
mother, and in the way of Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, who made Israel to
sint 53 For he served Baal, and
worshipped him, and provoked to
anger the Lorp God of Israel, accord-
ing to all that his father had done,

The division of the
Books of Kings is un-
fortunate — these three
verses could well be
transferred to 2 Kings.
1He practised both the
calf-worship (v. 52), and
the worship of Baal
v. 53).

From 2 Kings we Jearn
that:

{1) Moab rebelled in
his reign (i. 1).

(2) He met his death
by falling from a
lattice im his upper
chember (1. 2).

{3) He sent to Ekron
fo inguwire of Baal-
zebud if he ghouid
recover (i.4).

(4) Eiijah met his

messengers and told them the king would die for his sin in sending to

inquire of Baalzebub.

(5) He sent to fetch Elijah. The prophet called down fire from heaven on the
first and second capbains and their bands ot fifty men.

(6) The third captain approached the prophet humbly. 8o Eiijah, bidden by an
u?%eliwexi:; with the captain to the king and repeated to him the megsage
of Jehovah. .



FAMILY OF JESSE TQ ILLUSTRATE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS.

Jesse,
—
Zeoruiah. Abilgail = Jether or Ira, DAVlID.
L [T L . AMABA. | | I | )l
JOAB. Abishai. Asgahel, (by dhinoam) (by Abigail) (by Maacah) (by Haggith) (by Bathshaba)
Amnon. Chiliab, ABSALOM. ADONIJAH, |
| ] |
Tamnr, Shammua, Shoba, Nn.t]!mn. SO;&MON
m. Uriel of Gibeah. or Shimea or Jedediah,
(1 Chron. iii. 5).
Maachah, REHOBOAM,
m. REHOBOAM, m. Maacah.
|
ABIJAH.
ASA,
PEDIGREES OF ABNER. JEEOSILAPHA
S L IL
(according to 1 Chron. vili) (according to 1 Bam, ix.
Ab?iel. Ab(}iel.
KNer. |
I R K}ah. Ner.
Kl!!lh. ABNIER. Saul. ABIJER.
| !

Baul.
(Thus Abner was either the uncle or first cousin of Saul)

Names in capitals = men, mentionsd in 1 Kings. Names in italics = women.



COMMENTS
ON THE

REVISED VERSION.

‘“And his mother bare him after Absalom.” {i. 6.)
R.V. And he was born after Absalom.

The A, V. might mean that Adonijah was a later son of Absalom’s
mother. The R.V. makes it clear that Absalom and Adonijah
wera the sons of difierent mothers and that Adonijah was
younger than Absalom,

Maachah was the mother of Absalom; Haggith, the mother of

Adonijah,
* Bath-sheba bowed with her face to the carth, and did reverence fo the
King.” (i 31)
Reverence.

R.Y. Obeisance.

The original is the same word which is translated ‘*obeisance
(A.V.) (v. 16). The R.V. consistently renders ** obeisance,” which
is more descri%tive of the regpect and homage paid by Easterns
o the monarch,

Bo also, Adonijah “ came gnd bowed himself fo King Solomon.” {i. 53.)
Bowed himself,

R.V. Did obeisance.

“ I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah.” (1. 35.)
Ruler,
R.V. Prince.

« Prince *’ is the better rendering of the original and brings out the
iden that Solomon, whose nams is ‘ peace,” is the type of the
Messiah, * the Prince of Peacs.”

“ And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out of the tabernacle, and
anointed Solomon.,” (. 89.)

1. An horn. R.VY. The horn.
2, Tabernacle. R.V, Tent.

1. The original denotes a particular horn, f.e., one specially con-
secrated and set apart for such purposes.

9. The original word describes the outer covering of black goat’s
hair, and so is better translated by * tent.”” Tabernacle would
refet to the interior,
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“ Tabernacle of the congregation.” - (viil. 4.)

R.V. Tent of meeting, -
Tabernacle. (viii. 4.)
R.V. Tent.
Seealso ** Joab fled wnto the tabernacle of the Lord." {i. 28, 29, 30.)
"¢ For thou ar! a valiant man.,” (i 42.)
Valiant.
R.Y. Worthy.

The original can be translated * valour,” ¢ wealth,” ** might,” and
refers to any special excellence in a man=‘*a virtuous man " or
3 man of worth.” In Proverbs xii. 4 the same epithet is applied
to a woman="**a wirtuous woman,” and in v. 52 Scloman says he
will spare Adonijah « If he shew himself @ worthy man.”

Though Jonathan was no doubt a valiant man, Adonijah is here
referring to his diseretion, not to his warlike ability.

“ That the Lord may continue kis word.” (ii. 4.)
Continue.
R.V. Establish.

Establish is the general translation of the original, and signifies a
confirmation and ratification of a former promise. The A.V.
brings out the idea that David was laoking forward to the com-
tinuance of the promise to future generations rather than the
confirmation of the same to Solomon in particular.

“ And caused o seat fo be set for the king’s mother.” (ii. 19.)
Seat.
R.V. Throne.

The original is the same word as translated * throne ” in the earlier
part of the verse (Solomen’s throne). So the R.V. brings out the
important and dignified position held by the gueen-mother in an
Eastern court (see p. 124). :

“ The innocent blood which Joab shed.” {ii. 31.)
R.Y. The blood which Joab shed without cause.

The A.V. emphasizes that Abner and Amasa were innocent of any
offence for which they should be put to death. The R.V. dwells
particularly on the fact that Joab was not justified in taking
vengeance either on Abner for tho death of Asahel who had
courted his end, or on Amasa, who had been appointed captain of
the host in place of Joab.

* Burnt incenss in high places.’” (iii. 3.)
High places.
R.V. The high places.

The R.V. brings out more clearly the fact that Solomon offered
incense on *‘ the high places’ which already existed, and not that
he necessarily established ¢ high places,”

. .
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“Thou hast showed unto thy servani David my father great mercy.”
Mercy. (iii. 6.)
R.V. Kindness.
Tha same word is rendered kindness later on, and so the translation
should be uniform. There are two acts of kindness referred to:
(1) God’s ganeral dealing with David ; (2) the granting of a son
Solomon to sncceed him.

* ddoniram ihe son of Abda was over the tribute,” {iv. 6.)
Tribute.
R.V. Levy.

The tribute was not in money but in foreed labour, a levy of Israel
being taken for that purposa.

- The son of Hur in Mount Ephraim.” (iv. 8)

Mount Ephraim.

R.V. The hill country of Ephraim.

By ¢ Mount Ephraim ” we must understand not a gingle mountain
but the hilly and fertile region of the highland of central Palestina
extending from the plain of Jezreel on the north to Benjamin on
the south.

Hill country is a more suitable description than mountain:

See also xii. 25,

¢« And Solomon reigned over ad! kingdoms from the river unio the land of
the Philistines.”  (ive 21.)

1. Reigned over. R.V. Ruled over.
2. Kingdoms - R.V. The kingdoms.
3. River. R.V. River (see also verse 24).

The R.V. brings out distinctly that it is the Great River, i.e., the
Fuphrates; that the district was governed by a number of patty
kings; and that all these kings acknowledged Solomon as their
suzerain. Solomon did not actually establish his own system of
government over these kings ; they acknowledged his supremacy
and paid him tribute.

* Roebueks and fallow-deer.” {iv. 28.)
R.V. Gazelles and roebucks.
The R.V. franslabes literally.

 Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east
country.” (iv. 30.)
Children of the east country.
R.V. Children of the east.

The R.V. uses the phrase  Children of the east ' of Gten. xxix, 1,
Judges vi. 3-33, etc., which signifies the tribes of the country
lying between the country of Israel and Mesopotamia, They
were mostly nomads dwelling in tents,
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« I will convey them by sea in floats.” (v. %)
R.V. ] will make them into rafts to go by sea.

The R.V. describes what actually took place. The timber was
formed into rafts and floated from Tyre to Joppa. Timber rafts
are floated in this manner down the Canadian rivers, and from
Switzerland down the Rhine.

« Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees and fir trees.” {v. 10.}

Cedar trees and fir trees.
R.V. Timber of cedar and timber of fir.
The alteration is made to coincide with v. 8, where the original is

the same.
“ They brought great stopes, costly stones, and hewed stones, fo lay the
foundation of the house.” (7. 17))

R.V. They hewed out great stones, costly stones to lay
the foundation of the house with wrought stone.
There is no conjunction in the original. The meaning is that the
foundation consisted of large, costly, bewn stones. There is only
one set of stones and the adjectives describe them as of large
size, great expense and hewn.

“ Hiram’s builders did hew them, and the stonesquarers.” (v. 18))
R.V. Hiram’s builders and the Gebalites did fashion
them, T

The word translated ‘ stonesquarers’ (A.V.) is certainly a proper
name. The people intended seem to be the inhabitants of Gebal,
o Pheenician city between Beyrout and Tripolis. They are
mentioned in Ezekiel xxvii, 9, as gkilful in caulking ships. The
name oceurs in Ps. lzxxiii. 7, also in conjunction with Tyre. As
they are distinguished from Hiram’s builders, it may be that
Gebal was in subjection to Tyre, and that the Gebalites worke
a8 serfs under Hiram’s builders, like the Canaanites who laboured
undor Solomon’s officers.

“ And for the house he made windows of narrow lights.” (vi. 4)
Narrow lights.
R.V. Fixed lattice-work,

Some authorities consider the windows were broad within and
narrow without, .e., externally mere slits in the wall but opening
wide within like the windows of old castles. The balance of
authority is, however, that they were of * fized lattice-work " ;
1.e., immovable and intended for air not for light,

% He built chambers.” (viv 5.}
Chambers.
R.V. Stories (see also vi. 5, 6, 10).

What was actually erected was three stories of chambers extending
gll round two gides and one end of the temple.
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* He made narrowed rests.” (vi. 6.)
Narrowed rests.
R.V. Rebatements.

The R.V. follows the marginal rendering of the A.V. * Rebate-
ment’ is the technical word used in architecture for this
narrowing of the wall.

“ That the beams should not be fastened in the walls of the house.” (vl. 6.)
Be fastened.
R.V. Have hold.
The R.V. gives more prominence $o the fact that no breach was
made in the Temple wall to receive these beams.
* Then will ¥ perform my word with thee.” (vi. 12))
Perform.
R.V. Establish.
Sea comment on ii. 4. The word in the original is the same as in

that passage.
See also “ The Lord lath performed His word." (viil, 20.)
R.V. Established.
“ And so covered the altar which was of cedar.” (vi. 20.)

R.V. And he covered the altar with cedar.

The R.V. represents the altar as made of stons and then covered
with cedar in preparation for the overlaying with gold.

 According to the measures of hewed stones.” (vii. 9.)
R.V. Even of hewn stone according to measure (see
also vii. 11},

The stones wera uniform—all squared to a fixed size in length,
breadth and thickness.
* The censers of pure gold.” (vii. 50.)
Censers.
R.V. Fire pans.
The A.V. is clearly wrong. The translation shonld be ¢ snuff dishes **
or “agh pans™ as in Exodus xxv. 88.
¢ AIl the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of
Israel.” ‘(wiif, 1.}
The chief of the falhers.
R.V. The princes of the fathers’ houses,

The R.V. brings out more clearly the Jewish division of tribe
family. household. Each trihe was divided into families, apgd
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each family into households or houses; each house had its
recognized head. We find them first mentioned in FExodus.
“ These be the heads of their fathers’ houses, etc.” (Ex. vi. 14-24),
It was by their careful precision in these matters that the Jews
were able to preserve the genealogies of the different families,
When Joshua desired to detect the offender in the siege of
Jericho we find that Achan was detected by ecasting lots.

The process of elision was (1) the fribe of Judah, tho family of the
Zarhites, the household of Zabdi, the person of Achan (Josh.

vii, 18).
“ And they drew out the staves that the ends of the staves were seen out in
the holy place before the oracle.” {viii- 8.)

They drew out the staves. -
R.V. The staves were so long.
A.V. takes the verb as transitive = * to make long,” i.s., the priests
drew the staves out.
R.V. takes the word as intransitive = *‘to be long," {.e., the staves

were 8o long.
The R.V. is the better rendering,

“ And the oath come before thine altar.” (viii. 81.)
R.V. And he come and swear before thine altar.
The oath means the “ man who swears the oath.,” Hence the
change,
“ Thou didst separate them from among all the people of the earth.”
(viil 53.) People.
R.V. Peoples.
.6, all nations (see also viii. 60, ix. 7).
“ For there he offered burnt offerings and meat offerings.” (viil. 64.)
Meat offerings.
R.V. The meal offering.
For explanation see ‘‘ meat offerings,” p. 42.
« From the entering in of Hamath unto the river of Egypt,"  (vlil. 65.)
River.
R.V. Brook.
The word translated ¢ river” (A.V.) means “torrent ™ or * water.
Hence * brook ™ is a better desoripsion of the Wady-El-Arish,

and avoids any misunderstanding, keeping clear that the Nile—
the river of Egypt~is not the stream alluded to.

«“ And given it for a present unio his daughter, Soloma?‘a %);e."
ix, 16.

3

Present.
R.V. Portion,
Tha word signifies a ¢ wedding-portion »* or ¢ dowry.”
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" And Tadmor in the wilderness, in the land.” (ix.18.)
Tadmor.
R.V. Tamar,
Thae Hebrew text has Tamar, with Tadmor as a marginal reading,
The R.V. adopts Tamar following the Hebrew text.
Arguments in favour of Tamar.
1. It is the word found in the Hebrew text.
2, There is a Tamar mentioned by Ezekiel (xlvii. 19, xlviii. 28). This

Tamar-is on the south of Judwma, and is perhaps the same as
Hazazon-Tamar, the old name of HEngedi,

8. In this district there is a desert tract.

4, ' In the wilderness, in the land.” These words appear to point to
the wildernass of Judea which was in the land, whereas the
Syrian desert was not.

. The other cities, Gezer, Bethhoron and Baalath, mentioned hera in
conneotion with Tamar or Tadmor, are cities to the south of
Judah.

Arguments in favour of Tadmor.

1. The old versions uniformly render T'admor, not Tamar.

2. It is distinctly stated (2 Chrox. viil. 4) that Solomon built Tadmor

8. It is improbable thas the above fact would be omitted in Kings.

#. Solomon, in extending his commerce, would be likely o fortify.
Tadmor, as situated in the oasis in the desert, and therefore
commanding the caravan rouvto to the Euphrates.

Ooneclusion. The words ¢ in the land ” seem to be almost conclusive
in favour of Tadmor as ihe correct rendering of the present
passage. As Tadmor was the more famous place, we can readily
see how that name became inserted in the margin of the Hebrew
text, and in {he subsequent versions.

Probably Sclomon fortified both places; the weight of argument is
in favour of Tamar in this passage. :

* Which Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem and in Lebanon.” (ix.19.)
To build.

R.V. To build for his pleasure.

Lit. ¢ The desire of Solomoen, which he desired to build in Jerusa-
lem and in Jebanon,” i.e. pleasurs resorts in or near the capital,
and in the mountaing of Lebanon especially for the enjoymen(
of the king. The R.V, brings this out olsaxly.

o

* Upon those did Solomon levy a tribute of bondservice.” (ix. 21.)
R.V. Of them did Solomon raise a levy of bond
servants.

The R.V. accurately describes the obligations of bondservice laid
upon the descendants of the Canaanites.

I3
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¢ And of the iraffic of the spice merchants, and of all the Kings of Arabia,
and of the governors of the country.” (x. 15.)
The Kings of Arabia.
R.V. The Kings of the mingled people.
The same oxpression is translated ‘* Kinys of the mingled people”
(Jer. xxv, 24), who are thore distinmet from the Kings of Arabia.
They were probably tribes, half Jewish, half Arabian on the
westorn borders.

' The. sycomore {rees that are in the vale,” (x. 27.)
Vala.
R.V. Lowland.

Lowland is the proper desoription of the low-lying distriet of
Palestine, extending from the mountains of Judah to the
Mediterranean.

+ And Solomon had horses brought out of Egypt, and linen yarn: the
King’s merchauts received the linen yarn at a price.” (x. 28.)
R.V. And the horses which Solomon had were brought
out of Egypt, and the King’'s mesrchants received
them in droves, each drove at a price.

The word translated “linen yarn' (A.V.) denotes a stringing
together, Hence R.V. renders ¢ droves” descriptive of a string
of horses.

<« And the Lord stirred up an adversary unto Solomon, IHadad the

Bdomite.” (xi. 14.)
+And @Qod stirred him up another adversary, Rezon the som of
Eladah.” (xi. 23.)

Stirred up.

R.V. Raised up.

The enmity of Hadad and Rezon against Judah existed naturally.
The extravagance of Solomon weakcned the rescurces of the
kingdom, and gave his enemies the opportunity to harass him,
In this sense the Lord * raised up ¥ adversaries.

+ Jeroboam the som of Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda.” (xi. 26.,)
Ephrathite.
R.V. Ephraimite.
Here ¢ Ephrathite’ is only another form of Epbraimite. Elkanah,
the father of Samuel, “a man of the mill country of Ephraim’
(1 Sam. i. 1) is also called an  Ephrathite.’

But as an Bphrathite mostly means an inhabitant of Ephrga.ta_ or
Bethlehem, itis well to read * Epbraimite ' to removeanyambiguity.
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* King Rehoboam consulted with the old men.” (xii. 6.)
“ Consulted with the young men.” (xii. 8))
Consulted.

R.V. Took counsel. ]
A change made to agree with the translation in 2 Chron. z. 6-8.

“ And made priests of the lowest of the people.” (xii. 31))
Of the lowest of the people.
R.Y. From among all the people,

Lit. “From all ranks of the people,” which supports the rendering
of the R.V. Manifestly for Jeroboam to have deliberately
selected persons of low position would have been to have brought
his priesthood into contempt. In Judah one tribe—the tribe of
Levi—held the priest’s office. Undor the system of Jeroboam the
priests were elected from every tribo. He would adopt this
system, first to show there was no exclusiveness, all tribes being
on an equality ; and secondly, because the Levifes seem to have
migrated from the northern kingdom to the Temple worship at
Jerusalem.

See also xiii. 83,
“ Who was disobedient unto the word of the Lord.” (xiii. 26.)
Word.
R.V. Mouth.

The same word is rendered “ mouth” in v. 21 (A.V.). Mouth is

the literal meaning.

* And he became one of the priests of the high places.” (xiii. 33.)
R.V. That there might be priests of the high places
The R.V. indicates that possibly there was a dearth of candidates

for the office of priest. This is not improbable after the denun-
clation against the calf worship by the man of God from Judah.

% The wife of Jeroboam cometh to ask a thing of thee for her son.” (xiv. 5.)
To ask a thing of thee for her son.
R.V. To inquire of thee concerning her son.
The A.V, incorrectly describes the visit, It was not to ask some-

thing for her son, but to inquire if he should recover from his
sickness. The R.V, gives the correct rendering.

¢ Him that is shut up and left in Israel.” (xiv. 10.)
Left.

R.V. Left at large (see also xxi. 31).

Lii. « Him who is shut up or bound, and him who js left loose."
Thus we have an antithesis between two sets of males. There
have been various interpretations. 1. The bond and the free.
%. The married and the unmarried. 3. The young, ¢.6. those
under restraint, and the old, i.e. those free to go about as they
please,
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* Because they have made their groves.” (xiv. 15.)
Groves.
R.V. Asherim (see p. 121) (see also xvi. 33).
See also “ Images and groves.” {xiv. 23.)

R.V. Pillars and Asherim,

The images were undoubtedly stone pillars, as the stones which
Jacob set up at Bethel (Gen. xxviii. 18), and as a sign of the
covenant with Laban (Gen. xxxi., 45), and which Joshua set up
after crossing the Jordan (Josh. iv. 9). The root of the original
means “ to set up.”

Bee also * Prophets of the groves.” R.V. Asherah. {xviii. 19.)

Because she had made anidol in a grove ; and Asa desiroyed her idol,
and burnt it by the brook Kidren.” {zv. 13.)
An idol in a grove.
R.V. An abominable image for an Asherah.
Destroyed her idol. R.V. Cut down her image.

Lit, * She made a horror for an Asherah,” indicative of some
grotesque and hideous image to serve as an Asherah, i.e. as the
wooden emblem of some Canaanitish deity. The R.V. correctly
renders ¢ cut down ”*; the image was evidentiy of wood, for it was
burnt by Asa.

w6 He went inlo the palace of the king's Louse.” (xvi. 18.)
Palace.

R.V. Castle,

Lit. The tower of the king’'s house, i.e. soms strong part of the
king’s palace =the kesp or citadel, stronger and loftier than the
rest of the palace. The R.V. makes this clear.

v And Elijah the Tishbite who was of the inhabitants of Gilead.” (xvii, 1)
Inhabitants,
R.V. Sojourners.

This passage is much disputed. The word rendered ‘ inhabitants "
(properly “sojourncrs”) is of the same derivation as the word
rendered * Tishbite,” Hence we get thres interpretations.

1, Elijah the Tishbite of Tishbe in Gilead—as Jossphus and the
Septuagint—distinguishing tho place of his birth as distinct from
Tishbe in Galiles.

2 Elijah the Tishbite of the sojourners of Gilead —representing Elijah
as o native of Tighbe in Galileo, but dwelling in retirement in the
mountain ranges of Gilead.

# EDlijah the stranger of the strangers of Gilead



COMMENTSs ON fHE REVISED VERSION. 117

¢ Art thou that my lord Elijah? And he answered Lim, T am.” (xviil. 7, 8.}
Art thou that? R.V. Is it thou?
Tam. RV. It is I.
The R.V. renders the original literally,

“Art thou he that troubleth Israel?” (xvlif. 1T.)
R.V. Is it thou, thou troubler of Israel ?

Ahab accuses Elijah of being the cause of the distress in Israel, and
expresges surprise at his boldness in presenting himself before the
monarch who desired to seize his person in order to punish him
for his audacity. The R.V. makes this clear.

“ Thou has followed Baalim,” (xviii. 18.)
Baalim,
R.V. The Baalim.
The R.V., whilst following the original literally, emphasizes the
various aspects under which the God Baal was worshipped, e.g.
Baal-shamin, Baalzebub, Baal-berith, Bual-peor.

“ Call ye on the name of your gods.” (xviii, 24.)
Gods.
R.V. God (see also zviii. 25).
Baal only is meant, not the other gods. The whole contest lies
between Baal and Jehovah,

* And they leaped upon the aliar.” (xviii. 26.)
Upon,
R.V. About.

The R.V. deacribes the wild dance round the altar characteristic of
Bastern worship, and which in the frenzy became a kind of wild
leaping,

* Either he is talking, or he is pursuing.” © (xviil. 27.)
1. Talking. R.V. Musing.
2, Pursuing. R.V. Gone aside.

1. Hebrew means literally * meditating.”” Baal is so occupied in
his own meditation as not to hear the cries of the prophets.

2. Lii. “ He hath a pursuit” or *“a withdrawing,” 7.e. Baal has
withdrawn himself for a time into privacy, as kings do upon
occasions. So he must not be disturbed.

 Cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets.” (xviii. 28.)
Lancets. :
R.V. Lances. ,
Ernives may be better rendered * swords.” Lancets were unknown at
the time. he priests of Baal probably executed their dance as
fully armed soldiors with weapons in their hands.
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¢+ The Lord he is the God.” (xviii. 39.)
R.V. The Lord he is God.

Not that Jehovah is a superior deity to Baal, but that He isthe only
God. The R.V. makes this clear. There is some ambiguity in
the AV,

‘ There ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man’shand.” (xviii. 44.)
R.V. A cloud out of the sea as small as a man’s hand.

The original expresses the size not the shape of the cloud, The
R V. expressos this distinctly and avoids the ambiguity of the
AY.

'“ Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel.” (xix. 18.)
I have left me.
R.V. Will I leave me,

Seven thousand faithful Israelites shall survive these persccutions
and hand down the worship of Jehovah to another generation.

“ And Elijah passed by him.” (xix. 19,)
Passed by him.
R.V. Passed over unto him.

Eiijah went out of his way and distinctly crossed over the fields tc

" go to Elisha.

“ dnd he returned back from him,” ) {xix. 21.)
Back from.
R.V. From following.

The scene is simple. Elijah crosses from the road into the fields,
throws his mantle over Elisha and pursues his way as if he had
done nothing. The astonished Elisha hesitates, and thus Elijah
gets some little distance away; then Elisha starts and runs after
the prophet, who stills walks on whilst Elisha addresses him.
Then Elisha returns and sacrifices the oxen. We sec all this
clearly in the R.V.

 And {10k a yoke of oxen and slew them.” {xix, 21.)
A yoke, )
iy R.V. The yoke.
i.e. the yoke with which he himself had been ploughing,
“ Let not kim that girdeth on his harness boast himself as he that putteth
it off " (xx. 11))
Harness.
R.Y. Armour,
The R.V. supplies & modern word (see p. 123).
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“ Who shall order the baitle $” (xx. 14.)
Order.
R.V. Begin.

t.e. who shall make the attack? We or the Syrians? Shall we
await their onslaught or march out to attack them ?

*¢ Then ke nwimbered the § oung men of the princes of the provinces.” (xx. 15.)

 After them he numbered all the people.” (see also xx. 26, 27.)
Numbered.
R.V. Mustered.

Not a numbering to ascertain ‘“how many,” but a mustering of
troops for battle.

 And $he children of Israel were numbered and were all present.” (xx. 27.)
Numbered.
R.V. Mustered (see p. 15.}
‘Were all present.
R.V. Were victualled.

The R.V. corrbsponds with the marxginal rendering of the A.V.=
were provisioned. This translation is now adopted by almost all
critics. Vulgate, cebaria exceperunt.

# 1 will send thee away with this covenant.” (xx. 34.)
Send thee away.
R.V. Let thee go.

* So he made a covenani with him and sent him away.” {xx. 34.)
Sent him away.
R.V. Let him go.

It is better to follow the translation of the R.V. Compara with
v. 42, as it expresses the act of Ahab in setting at liberty one
whom God ¢ had appointed to destruction.”

** Their gods are gods of the hills,” (xx. 23.)
Gods.
R.V. Their god is a god of the hills.

The singular brings out more strongly the idea of a national daity.
‘Wars were often considered as a struggle between the gods of the
different nations engaged in them. So Rabshakeh taunted
Hegzekiah with the inferiority of his god compared with those of
Assyria (2 Kings xviil. 33-85, xix. 12,)
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¢ With ashes upon his face.” (xx. 88.)

R.V. With his headband over his eyes. (ses also xx. 41.)

A bandage over his head to cover his face and accord with the
appearance of a wounded soldier. The error of A.V. arises from
confusion in the text. The Vulgate and Syriac give ¢‘ashes.”
The Septuagint renders * bandage.”

i TWhither he is gone down to possess it.” (xxl. 18.)
To possess it.
R.V. To take possession.
R.V. is the correet rendering and agrees with v. 16 and v. 19,

** In a void place in {he entrance of the gate of Samaria.” (xxii. 10.)
In a void place in.
R.Y. I an open place at.

The open space ab the gate of the city where justice was
administered is what is intended. The R.V. makes this clear.

** Who shall persuade Ahab?" (xxii. 20.)
Persuade.
R.V. Entice. (see also verses 21, 22.)

Entice is the translation of 2 Chron. xviii. 19; it well represents the
flattery and deception by which the prophets led Ahab to his
ruin. '

« The blood ran out of the wound into the midst of the chariot.” (xxii. 35.)
Midst.

R.V. Bottom.

Literally, as in the margin—*into the bosom of the chariot.”
This was the rounded iront in which the king and charioteer
would stand. :

* And there went a proclamation throughout.,” (xxii. 36.)
Proclamation.
R.V. Cry.

Not a formal declaration but & passing of the nows from man to
man. On the knowledge of the death of the king the army
would disperse.

* And they washed his armour,” (xxii. 88.)

R.V. Now the harlots washed themselves there.

The R.V. follows the Septuagint, which rendering is now generally -
accepted by commentators.



GLOSSARY.

Acra, or the City of David (see p. xclii.).

Almug or Algum Trees. The almug trees were brought from Ophir,
and though it is impossible to identify the tree with any certainty, it
is generally considered that it was red sandal wood. Solomon “ mads
of the almug trees pillars for the house of the Lord, and for the
king’s house, harps also, and psalteries for the singers (x. 12}. These
pillars are supposed to mean a * railing ” or balustrade for the ** stairs
which Solomon made for the temple and for his own house
{2 Chron. ix. 11.). :

Ascent. Solomon is said to have shown the Queen of Sheba * his ascent
by which he went up into the house of the Lord” (x. 5). It ia
conjectured that this was a private way or staircase by which the
king passed from his palace to the Temple. It may, however, refer to
a solemn act of worship.

Asherah (rendered * grove” in A.V.). Ashforeth seems to have been the
name of the Pheenician goddess, whilst Asherah was the name of har
image or symbol. Maachah is said to have made *“ an idol in a grove ™
(betber © for a grove ) (xv. 13) =she made an abominable image for an
Asherah (R.V.), i.e. & horror to serve as an Asherak or idolatrous
image of Ashioreth. This image appears to have been of wood for it
was burnt by Asa (zv, 13). .

Ahab also made a * grove,” i.e. an Asherah or image to represent
Ashtoreth.

“The four hunired prophets of the groves’ (xviii. 19) were
prophets who administered. to the idolatrous rites of the Asherah, the
image of Ashforeth.

Belial. This word is given in the A.V. as if it were a proper name, * Sons
of Belial” (xxi. 10). The word, however, signifies worthiessness.
Hence *Sons of Belial” means worthless, good-for-nothing fellows
who, as in the case of Naboth, could be got to swear to anything for
which they were paid.

Oherethites and Pelethites. The Jherethites were a tribe in the country
of the Thilistines (1 S8am. xxx. 14), and it is conjectured that the
Pelethites were of the same nation. When David abandoned
Jerusalem on the rebellion of Absalom he was accompanied by “ail
the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all the @ittites, siz hundred
men which came after him from Gath” (2 Sam. xv. 18). 1t is probable
that David during his residence in the country of the Philistines
attached to himself a band of soldiers from that country. Tttai, the
Gittite, appears to have becn at the head of the Grittites, and Bena_mh,
the son of Jehoiada, the commander of the Cherethites and Pelothites.
The soldiers raised from Philistia appear to have been the first body
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guard of David, and the name ¢ Cherethites and Pelethites ”’ probably
remained descriptive of the royal body guard long after this corps had
ceased to be recruited from Philistia.

Another interpretation is ¢* executioners and couriers.”

Chief of the Fathers’ houses=heads of fathers’ houses (see comment on
R.V. p. 111).

City of David (see p. xciil.).

Coast. *“So they sought for a fair damsel throughout all the coasts of
Israet” (i, 3)=border or region. From Lat. costa=rib or side,
through Fr. coste. Formerly a * border” generally, though now
applied to the seaside only.

Cracknels. Jerotoam’'s wife took with her ¢ ten loaves and crackunels and
a cruse of honey’ when she went to visit the prophet Ahijah (xiv. 3).

The Hebrew word is generally considered to have the sense of
crumbling, 4.e. so dry as readily to crumble into bits. Hence
cracknels may be taken to mean some sort of dry, hard baked ecake.
1t was evidently such as would be used by a person in a humble
position, for the queen feigns to be a private person.

Dogs. The wile street dogs of the East were regarded as unclean animals,
and only useful as scavengers in clearing away refuse and offal. So
the dogs ate Jezebel in the streets of Jezreel (2 Kings ix. 33-36). This
fate is also threatencd to the descendants of Jeroboam (xiv.11), and
of Baasha (xvi. 4), to Ahab, and to Jezebel, and to their descendants
{xxi. 19-23). Elijah also declared of Ahab that * In the place where
dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood " (xxi. 19).

Flotes. See R.V. comment, p. 110.

Furnace of iron. An expression to describe the bondage of Israel in
Bgypt (viii. 51). See note, p. 41.

Gate. There appears to have been some spot set apart near the gate of a
city where important matters were transacted, und where kings and
magistrates sat and administered justice. In this book there appear
to be two references to this custom.

(1) The two women came to Solomon and * stood before him '
(iil. 16), %.e. in the gate where he sat to give judgment, and
80 was accessible to their appeal.

(2) Abab and Jehoshaphat sat on their throres ‘‘ in a void (open)
place in the entrance of the gate of Samaria,” when Zedekiah,
the son of Chenaanah, and tho other prophets * prophesied
before them " (xxii. 10).

Go out and come in. A proverbial expression for the manner of leading
one’s life, especially in the active conduet of affairs.

In his declining years Moses speaks of himself as no longer able to
“ go out und come "’
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Joshua is chosen as Moses' successor ag one ' which may go out before
them and which may go in before them » (Numb. xxvil. 17).

Of David it is said that ** ke went out and came in before the peopls
{1 Sam. xviii. 13-16). .

Joub asserts to David that Abner had visited him at Hebron for the
purposs of knowing ** thy going out and thy coming in,”’ i.e. as a 5py
(2 Sam. iii. 25).

Solomon, before God at Gibeon, confesses his inability to govern the
kingdom, I am but a litile child, I kmow not how to go out or come
in ' (. 7), .e. unskilled how to conduct the affairs of the kingdom
in which be had succeeded his father David.

Urove. See Asherah (p. 121),

Harness (Welsh harna® from haiarn, iron). The old sense of ** harness ™
was “ armour,” iron covering fitting the body of the soldier. The
Syrian archer smote Ahab  beiween the joints of the harness,” i.e.
between the breast-plate and the lower armour, the part where the
body would be less sscurely protected (xxii. 34).

High places. These were of two kinds, (1) places of sacrifice to false gods,
and (2) unauthorized sanctuaries of Jehovah, The former were, of
course, absolute abominations, like the high places of the Canaanites
denounced in peut. xii. 2, 8.

We get examples of the two kinds in the reign of Sclomon.

(1) ¢ The king went lo Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the
great high place™ (iii. 4), This was, of course, & high place
for the worship of Jehovah.

(2) Solomon built a high place for Chemosh, and another for
Molech (xi. 7). These were, of courge, high places fc1
idolatrous worship,

The existence of these high places can be traced from the earliest
times, for it was the custom of all nations to erect altars and places of
worship on lofty and conspicuous places.

The erection of high places was forbidden by the Law of Moges
(Deut. xii, 11-14), where we find the strictest injunction to destroy
these places consecrated to Canaanitish idolatry.

But high places existed for the worship of Jebovah in the times of the
Judges. Gideon and Manoah built aitars by Divine commarnd (Judges
vi. 25, 26, Xili. 16-23), Samue) erected an sltar at Mizpeh and ab
Bethlehem (1 Sam. vii, 10, xvi. 5}. Saul sacrificed at Gilgal (1 Sam.
xiil, 9}, and even Elijah at Mount Carmel (1 Kings xviii. 80).

The excuse for their existence is found in 1 Kings iii. 2. ‘¢ Only the
people sacrificed in high places, because there was no housa built unto
the name of the Lord, until those days, i.e. the reign of Solomon.”

What therefore had been hitherto tacitiy sanctioned must, now that
the Temple was built, be removed, for the following reasons :—

(1) To guard against all local corruptions of God’s service, e.g.
the calf worship at Bethel.
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(2) To preserve the inviolability of national unity, by preventing
the congregation of the separate tribes round local sanctuaries.

(3) To promote the spiritual worship of the invisible God without
the aid of local and visible emblems of his presence.

Many of the pious kings of Judah, whilst destroying idol worship,
were either too weak, or not sufficiently enlightened, to remove the
high places consecrated to Jehovah.

Hegzekiah removed the high places (2 Kings xviii. 4-29), and the
good work commenced by him was completed by Josiah (2 Kings
xxiii). After the time of Josiah there is no mention of these high
places conseorated to the worship of Jehovah.

Horns (see note, p. 100).

- Man of God, a name that appears to have been the crdinary designation of
a prophet. It is a title frequently assigned to Elijah and Elisha. '

The appellation first appears with referénce to the angel who
appeared to Manoah and his wife, announcing the birth of Samson
{Judges xiii. 6).

The prophet who denounced the calf-worship, instituted by Jeroboam
at Bethel, is styled ** a man of God out of Judah ™ (xiii. 1).

The widow at Zarephath is the first to call Elijah by this title, ¢ O
thou man of God " (xvii. 18).

. Mighty Men (The). The * Gibborim,’ originally the company of 600 men,

" who were the chief band of David’s warriors during his time of exile

in the later years of Saul’s reign. On David’s accession to the throne

they became specially attached to the person of the king (see 2 Sam.

x. 7, zvi, 6, xx. T). Their successors were a special body of picked

warriors, forming the nucleus of the standing army. The modern
equivalent is * household troops.’

Pelethites, see Cherethites (p. 121).

Queen-Mother, As one of the results of polygamy the female who
exercises the highest authority in an Oriental Court is not one of the
queens, i.¢. the wives of the reigning monarch, but his mother. Thus
we find the quesn-mother to be a persou of great importance.

A singular illustration occurs in the case of Bath-sheba.

4s the wife of David she approaches the King with reversnce, she
# bowed and did obeisance unto the king ' (i. 16).

As the mother of Solomon she was received with honour, * the king
rose up to meet her, and bowed himself unto her, and sat down on his
throne, and caused a seat (i.e. a throne) Lo be set for the king’s mother ;
and she sat on his right hand ' (ii. 19).

Queen-mothers specially mentioned are :—

Athaliah, daughter of Jezebel, wife of Jehoram, king of Judah, and
queen-mother in the reign of her son Ahaziah. Her position enabled
her to destroy nearly sall the seed-royal (2 Kings xi. 1).

Maachah, the mother of Abijah, who also held authority during the
reign of ber grandson, Asa, and was the leader of the idol worship.
Asa found it necessary to remove Maachah from her position and
thus deprive her of her influence, when he determined fo put
down idolatrous worship {xv. 10-13}.
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Jezebel, the wife of Abab, as queen-mother after the death of Ahab,
wiolded great influence in the court of her son Joram, or Jehoram.
This i8 evident from the conduet of Jehu, who declared that there
could not be peace a3 long as Jezebel was in power to emact her
influence. In her endeavour to put down the worship of Jshovah,
and support the worship of Baal, it would appear that she influenced
Athalish in the attempt of the latter to extirpate the royal house of
David.

THE PEDIGREE OF JEZEBEL.

Eth-haal,
|

Badezor. Jezebel.

Ma.t]gen {Belus of Vergil).
|

.

Pygmalion Di(llo (founder of Carthage). o -

(Speaker's Commentary).

Josephus mentions Ithobalus (Eth-baal) as beirig priest of Astarte

at Tyre. He couspired against his brother, slew him, and usurped

the kingdom. He weas thus both priest and king. This double office

of Eth-baal will explain the great devofion of the family to the

worship of Baal.

To lift up the hand against. An expression significant of rebellion, used

of Jeroboam in his projected conspiracy against Solomon (xi. 26).

Weights and Measures,

Bath., A Hebrew liquid measure. According to Josephus it held more
than eight gallons. The Rabbinists make it about half that size.

Cor. A measure used both as a Hquid and & dry measure, and equivalant
to the homer. In dry measure it contained ten ephahs; in liquid
measure fen baths. According to Josephus the cor was equivalent
to nearly eighty-seven gallons. The Rabbinists give it as nearly forty-
five gallons.

Cubit (Jowish ammah). A measure of length, the distance from the
elbow to the extremity of the middle finger. It is very difficult to
arrive at its exaet dimensions as there is mention of scveral kinds of
cubits. The greatest estimnate is between nineteen and twenty inches,
and the least rather less than & foot. For the purpose of caleulation
in Kings eighteon inehes is the length agrced upon.

Pound {Hebrew maneh). A Jewish standard of value by weight, equal to
60 shekels calculated by weight.

Seah. A Jewish measure of capacily = one third of an ephah, and
estimated at about three gallons. Elijah made the trench about the
altar at Carmel “as great as would contain two measurss (seah) of
seed " (xviii. 32).

Shekel. A Jewish standard of value by weight. A shekel of silver was
equivalent to about 2s. 6d. of our money ; 8,000 shekels made a talent,

Talent., A standard of value by weight. A talent was equivalent to 3,000
ghekols. A talent of silver = £375, A talentof gold = £6,750.
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We. find one deﬁmte statement in I Kings vi.

“ And it came to pass in the four hundred amZ eightieth year a.jter the
children of Israel were come ot of the land of Eqypt, in the fourth
year of Solomon’s reign,” the building of the Temple commenced.

Thus from the Exodus to the fourth year of Solomon is
stated to be 480 years,
Other.statements are— .
1. The Septuagint, which gives 440 years. If this number is given as

dating from the death of Moses, and not from the departure out

of Egypt, we may take the Vulgate as agreeing with the Hebrew
text.

2. Josephus gives 592 years.

8. Acis aiii. 19-21, where St. Paul assigns 450 years as the duration
‘ of the time of the judges, “ He gave unto them judges aboul the
space of Jour kundred and fifty years, until Samuel the prophet.”
if we exa,mme' t.he Old Testamént record we gel—

From the Exodus lo the death of Moses 40 years.
The oppression of Chushan-rishathaim

lasted 8. yeara. (Judges iii. 8.)
After Othniel’s deliverance the land had
.o rest for 40 years. (iii. 11.)
The oppression of Bglon, king of Moab lasted 18 years. (iii. 14.)
After Ehud the land had rest for : 80 years. (iii. 80.) .
Jabin oppressed the. land 20 years. (iv. 3.)
Peace after Baral lasted 40 years. (v.31.)
The oppression of the Midianiles lasted 7 years, (vi. 1,
The land was at peace under Gideon for 40 years. (viil. 28.)
Tola judged Israel for 23 years. {x.32.)
Jair judged Israel for 22 yeurs. (X.3.)
The Ammonites oppressed Israel : 18 years. (x.8.)
Jepthath judged Isra.el for 6 years. (xii.7.)
Ibzan judged . 7 years. (xii 9.)
Elon judged Israel for 10 years. (xii. 11.
Abdon judged for 8 years. (xil. 14.
The oppression of the thhstmes lasied 40 years, (xiii. L.)
Samson judged for 20 years. (xv.20.)
The judgeship.of Eli la.sted 40 years, (1 Sam. iv.18.)
Samuel judged for (at least) 20 years.
The reign of David lasted 40 years.
.The Temple was commenced in the fourth
year of Solomon © 4 years.
" 551 years.
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We may note here
1. The following omissions :—
(a) Tha duration of Joshua's leadership is not mentioned.
{b) There is no.time specified for the interval from the death of
Joshua to the judgeship of Othniel. .
(¢) No montion of the duration of the reign of Saul.
2. The constant recurrence of the round number 40, giving the
impression that thers is no attempt at accuracy.
8. There is no evidence that some of the judgeships did not overlap,
being judgeships confined to portions of the land only.

Hence it is absolutely impossible to fix the length of the interval from
the Fxodus to the building of the Temple from notices in the Old
Testament. : ’

"Therefore we have no reliable data for the acceptance or rejection of the
atatement in 1 Kings vi, i. .

In fixing the Chronology of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah, we may
divide the history after the death of Solomon into three periods.

1. From the Schism to the deaths of Ahaziah, king of Judah, and
Jehoram, king of Israel. B

2. Prom the deaths of Ahaziah and Jehoram to the ecapture of
Samaria. ] o

3. From the fall of Samaria to the fall of Jerusalem. .

The First Book of Kings is concerned with the first period only.’

Reckoning the four years of Tibni’s reign as part of the reign' of Omri,
the united reigns in Israel during this period amount to 98 years. )

The united reigns in Judah for the same period amount to 95 years.

Noting that according to the Hebrew method of reckoning part of a
year is counted as a year, we have in these numbers, 98 and 95
raspectively, no real discrepancy. ’

The Chronology of Kings is ascertained by noting that the duration of
the reign of each king of Judah, and of Israel, is given, and the com-
mencement of the reign of each king of Israel is stated, according to the
year of the contemporary, King of Judah, and vice versa.

But it is found that these calculations do not exactly coincide, .. that
the sum of the duration of the reigns of the kings of one kingdom are
greater than the duration of their reigns as calculated from the years
given in the reign of their contemporary monarchs in the other kingdom.

Many commentators endeavour {o explain these inconsistencies by
agsuming that there must have been either interregnums or co-regencies ;
but the only co-regency that can be found in the kingdom of Judsh is. that
of Joram, who reigned for some years in conjunction with his father
Jehoshaphat. :

The rule given in the Talmud is, however, quite sufficient to explain
these discrepancies. Acocording to the Talmud the years of a king’s reign
are calculated from Nisan to Nisan. Thus aday before Nisan, or after
Nisan, is regarded as a whole year. This msethod of reckoning part of a
year a8 a whole year, as mentioned above, gives an intelligible solution of
the apparent sontradiction sf figures. v



128

CHRONOLOGY.

Some Omissions I 1 Kings Recorded in Chronicles
and vice versa.

Instances in 1 Kings not in
Chronicles.

I.1 Adomnijah’s rebellion.

L ii. 1-9. David's charge $o Solomon.

I ii. 1346, The measures adopted
by Solomon against Adenijah, Joab
and Shimei.

L iii. 1, Solomon's marriage with
Pharaoh's daughter. .

1. il 16-28. 'The judgment of Bolomon.

L. vil. 1-13. The building of Solomon’s
palace.

I. xi. 1-40, The foreign wives of
Solomon, end the King’s idolatry.

L xii. The schism of the Ten Tribes,
The worship of the golden calves by
Jeroboam.

L. xiii. The denunciation of the ealf
worship at Bethel by the man of
God from Judah. L

L xvii. The struggle of Elijah against
Baal worship in Israel.

We may account for the omissions by
noticing the time when the respective
books were writien.

1& 2Kings were written mainly before
the Capiivity, and certainly finishei
before the Caplivity concluded.

The Chronicles were wriiten after the
return from captiviby.

And so ag regards— ’

1. The Temple. In Kings we find a
full accounnt of the building of the
Temple, but ne record of David's
prepa.raj:ions for the buiiding: whilst in
Chronicies we find an account of the
touching and imposing scene when the
aged David appears before the people,

TII. xix,

Instances in Chronicles not in
1 Kings,

I xxii, David's preparatious for build-
ing the Temple.

I. xxvii, Davi@ usolemnly presents

xxvill Solomon to the people.
The liberal offerings to the building
of the Temple.

IT. vii. 1. The descent of fire from
heaven consuming the sacrifice ak
the dedication of the Temple. -

I xi. 3. The mission of Shemaiah to
Rehoboam, -

IT. xi. 13. The Levites leaving Israel
and resorting to Jerusalem on the
establishment of the calf worship.

II. xil. 5. Rehoboam's repentance at
the preaching of Rhemainh.

IL xiii. Abijah’s victory over Jeroboam,

IL. xiv. The reformatiom carried out by
Asa. His victory over the Ethio-

pians.

IL. xvi. The preaching of the prophet
Hanani to Asa.

LT xvil Jehosbaphat's piety, pros-

xviii. perity and victories,

Jehu, the son of Hanani,
preaches to Jehoshaphat.

IL xix. The measnres taken by Jehoshe
apbat to inculcate a knowledge of
the law of Moses.

II. xx. The danger to Judah from
Moab and Ammoa. Jehoshaphat's
faith and victory.

II, xxi. Elijab’s prophecy against
Joram. The idolatry and punish-
ment of Joram.

(Bishop Wordsworth.)

presents to them Bolomon, hig son, as his successor, and gives the plan of the
Temple for which he had made preparation, and -which Solomon was to build.

EBgeylanation. When the books of the Kings were written the Temple was in
ruing, and i.8 glory seemed to have departed. When fhe Qhronicles were written
the Temple was rebuill. What an encouragement to the people it would be to
rend an account of the zeal of David. ) . .

2. Tha Palace of Solomon., We find a full description in 1 Kings, but no
account in Chronicles.

Explanation. When Chronicles were written the palace of Solomon was in
ruins, and was not rebuilt. The monarchy, too, had passed away.

3. The Schism of the Tribes and the Jdolatry of Jeroboam and Ahab. Of these
. incidents there is & full record in-Kings, but no notice in Chron.cles.
. Bxplanation. The fall of Jerusalem and the Captivity were the result of the
apostacy of the nation, The writer of Kings naturally traces the destruction of
Jernsalem and other disasters to their right source, viz., the abandoninent by the
nation of the worship of Jehovah, But the Capfivity had done its work ; tribal
jenlousy had vanished ; idolatry had disn.ggaared. The writer of Chronicles may
naturally have desired not to record anything that might weaken the atiachment
of the people to Jerusalem as the cenfira both of nafionality and religion.





