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PREFACE. 

Tws Edition of the two Epistles to the Thessalonie.ns is primarily 
intended for the use of Students prepa.ring for the Loc!Ll Exe.min!lotion, 
of the UniversHiee of Oxford and C1Lmbridge and si.mile.r Exa.mina.tions. 
It will, however, be found of service to University and Theologicl\l 
Students. 

It is compiled m11,inly from notes dmwn up by the Editor for 
his own pupils, embracing an experience of more th!lon twenty 
years. 

The Introdudion tre11,ts fully of the severa.l subjects with which 
the Student should be 11,cquaint!ld, These are set forth in tho 
Ta.hie of Contents. 

The Biographical and Geographical Notes, with !lo Map, will bo 
found to give the Student all necessary information, thus dispensing 
with the need for Atlas, Biblical Dictionary, and other aids. 

The chief alterations in the Revised Version are pointed OUG in 
footnotes, the Student being referred to the Revised Version. 

In addition will be found an Appendix, containing (1) a Com­
mcnte.ry on the more importe.nt cJ{e,nges in the Revised Version; 
(2) a Series of Examination Papers. 

Mileham. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

TITLES. 

The Epistles to the Thessalonians form two of the group of fourteen 
Epistles or Letters said to have been written liy S. Paul. 'fhis group 
includes the three so-called "Pagtoral gpistles" addressed by S. Paul to 
Timothy and Jude, as well e.s the" Epistle to the Hebrews," the authorship 
of which is very uncertain. This distinguishes them from the group of 
seven f:tipistles which follow, known as "The Catholic gpistles." 

· 'l'hese two Epistles were the fir:,t of a.II those written by S. Pe.ul, and 
indeed rtre the earliest of all known Epistles. 'fhe whole group of fourteen 
originally were collected into one volume and simply entitled " The 
Apostle'' en.eh one being distinguished from the others by the simple 
heading of those to whom it was addressed, as " To the Romans," " To 
Timothy" or " 1'o the Thessalonians." The order of arrangement in the 
original collection was the same as that of the Authorized Version of lGll, 
with one exception - that of the Epistle to the Hebrews, which was placed 
fourth. It was afterward-1 placed tenth and then finally as at present, last 
of all. The a.rraugement wa.s not made according to the order in which 
they were written, i.e., according to date, but rather in the order of their 
estimated importance. 

In some of the MS copies, S. Paul's Epistles preceded, and in others 
followed, the Catholic Epistles. 

The earliest known of the MS copies of the books of the New Testament, 
viz., those of the fourth and fifth centuries, such as the Codex .\lexandrinus 
in the British 11-Iuscum; the Codex Va.ticanus in the Vatican, at Rome; 
the Codex Ephraemi in the Imperial Library of Paris; and the Codex 
Sinaiticu,i in the Royal Library, St. Pctcrsburg; have, as the titles of 
Lhese two Epistle~:- • 

1rpr,~• ()E,,.,,.a>,.,,,.,1,·o1~ a 
i.e. To the Thessalonians A (or 1) 

1rpo!: IJE1T1TaAonn1~· /3 
i.e. 'fo the Thessalonie.ns B (or 2) 



vi. THEBSALONIANS. 

In the Codex Bezae of the sixth century, now at Ca.mbridge, we find 
them entitled :-

1rp0<; lh1TuaXov,nt,; 1rpwrq 

The }'irst t.o the Thcsse.lonia,ns; and 

1rpor thtTtTUAo,,, •• H!: Crnnpa 

The Second to the Thessa.lonians. 

In the Codex Augicnsis of the eighth century, now in the Library of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, is the title:-

1rpor: (h1111aXoi,1.:awll!-: 1rpwn1 

The First to the Thessalonians; and 

1rp0t; flE1T1TaAOJ1Li.:awvr; ornnpa 

The Second to the Thessalonians. 

The Codex Boernerianus, also of the eighth century, now in the Royal 
Library, Dresden, has:-

1rpwr71 c7rt/TTOAIJ 1rpor lhtTtTahoni.:awuc 

The First Epistle to the Thessa.lonians ; and 

~rnnpa E7r<tTrOAIJ 1rpor f1c1T1TaA.ov1i.:awvr; 

The Second Epistle to the Thessalonians. 

The Codex Passionei, now at Rome, an MS copy of the some period, 
gives:-

rrm a ywu mro11raA.ov IIavXou E1r11TroXq 1rpric Otu1T£tXov,n1,; rrpwrq 

The First Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Thesse.lonians. 

ro11 aywu airouraA.011 Ilcw:\011 E1r1crr0Af"/ 1rpor flE1To-:1.Xov,i.u,; 13 

The Second Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Thessalonians. 

Hence we get our titles:-

The First Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Thessalonians. 
The Second Epistle ol Paul the Apostle to the Thessalonians. 

The Greek headings or titles of the two Epistles, given above, 
are, in the original MSS, written in Uncial or larger Greek characters, 
but for greater readiness in reading they are here printed in the more 
modern smaller or cursive characters. 



THE EPISTLES OP PAUL 
Thirteen are known. He probably wrote others that are lost. Hebrews is almost certainly not Paul's. 

The thirteen were written at four different periods in his life, with a gap of five years between each period. 
The following table shows their order, &c. :-

PERIOD. DATB. EPISTLE. 

I 
PLACB 

CHARACTERISTIC. 
OF WRITING. 

------
Second sz-53 I. Thes~alon ians. Corinth. The doctrine of the Second Advent. 

Missionary II, Thessalonians. Corinth. Practical duties of those who looked 
Journey. for the second coming. 

Third 57-58 I. Corinthians, Ephesus. Shows the Christian way of settling 
Missionary doubts. 
Journey. II, Corinthians. Macedonia. Defence of his apostleship. 

Galatians. Macedonia.. Christian liberty. 
Romans. Corinth. Justification by faith. 

First 61~ Philippians. Rome. Paul's Gospel. 
Roman Colossians. Rome. The Personality of Christ. 

Captivity. Philemon. Rome. The relation of slavery to Chris-

Ephesians. Rome. 
tianlty. 

Connection between Christ and the 
Church. 

Second 66-68 I. Timothy, Rome. Pastoral Duties and Church Roman II. Timothy, I Rome, Government, Captivity. Titus. Rome. 

·-



viii. TBESSALONIANB. 

THE AUTHOR. 

The authorship of tbe two Epistles to the Thessalonfa.ns is !lssigned to 
S. Paul by the unanimous testimony of the early father~, and h~s never 
been seriously doubted, for 

(a) Both Epistles are named in the Mura.torian .B'rsgment us being 
written by S. l'sul. The Muratorian Fragment is o, somewhat mutilated 
manuscript of the eighth or ninth century, discovered in Milsn in 1740, 
and originally composed about 150-170 A.D. 

(b) Polycurp, Bishop of Smyrna, martyred, A. D. 155, made allusions to 
them by name, and quoted from both Epistles; '" Pray al80 for other men 
without ceasing" (1 Thess. v. 17). "Do not count such as enemies, but call 
them b{ll)k, as suffering and straying members" ' (2 Thess. iii. 15). 

(c) Irenaous, Bishop of Lyons, 190 A.D., writes:'" And on this account 
tbe Apostle [Paul], explaining his own meaning, has set forth the perlect 
aud spiritual man of salmtion, ,;peaking thus in the First Epistle to the 
ThcsBalonians : " And may the God of peace sanct1fy you wlwlly, and 11our 
entire spirit, soul and body, be kept perfect without complaint, tilt the 
advent o/ the Lord Jesus Christ"' (1 Thess. v. 23). 'And again in the 
Second Epistle o the Thessalouians spe!lking of anticbrist: "And then 
shall the wicke I one be revealed, wlwrii the Lord Jesus Christ shall slay with 
the breath of His mouth and destroy wilh the presence of His coming, even 
him whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs 
and lying wonders ·• ' (2 Thcss. ii. 8, 9). 

(d) Tertulli!ln, about A.D. 220, writes, '" The character of these men 
learn, along with the Thessa.loni!lns. For we read: "How ye turned from 
idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for His Son from 
heaven" ' (1 Thcss. i. 9, 10). 'And in tbe Second Epistle to the Slime persons 
he [Paul) writes with greater solicitude: "But, I belleech you, brethren, by 
the coming o/ our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye be not soon shaken in mind, 
nor be troubled"' (2 Thoss. ii. 1, './), 

(e) Clement, of Alexandria, writes : ' " To this point sa.ya the div:no 
apostle [Paul]: "J/or this is the will of God, even :1,our sancti icatian"' 
(1 'l'hess iv. 8). 'And the apostle [ P!lulj says: '' 'l'here is not in every 
man that knowledge. But pray ye, that we may be delivered from 
all unreasonable and wicked men, for all men ham not faith " ' 
(2 Thess. iii. 1-2). 

In the Epistles themselves, the language, style, a.nd tone of tbonght 
provide still fudher proof, if a.ny wore required, that S. Paul wa.s the 
author of both, and th!lt both were written by tho same hand. Iu this the 
most learned commentators both ancient and modem agree. 



THESSALONIANS ix 

DATE AND PLACE OF WRITING. 

Although the subscription, !Lt the end of each Rpistle in the Bible, states 
that it was written from Athens, it is generally agreed that both state­
ments are incorrect, and that both epistles were written at Corinth, one, 
the 1''irst, towards the end of the year A.D. 53, and the other, the Second, 
sometime in the early part of A.D. 54. 

S. Paul founded the Church of ThessalonicE!. in A.D. 52, on his visit to 
that town during his second misRionary journey. From ThessE!.lonica he 
went to Beroea and Athens, staying some time in each town. He then 
went to Corinth, where he stayed a year and a half working at his trade 
as a tent-maker (Acts xviii. 1-3). This would bring the time to about the 
middle of A.D. 53. 

It is evident from the first verse of each epistle, that Silvanus was with 
S. Paul when both were written. When S. Paul left Corinth he separated 
from Silvanus and sailed into Af\ia, taking with him Priscilla and 
Aquila, and it is almost certain that Silvanus was never afterwards a 
companion of S. Paul. 'l'herefore the Epistles were written before S. Paul 
left Corinth. They were also written after the return to Corinth of 
Timothy, who had been sent on a. mission to Macedonia, which included 
Thessa.lonica. /compare Acts xviii. 5 and 1 Thess. iii. 6). This conclusively 
shews that the First Epistle was written at Corinth, in the la.tter part of 
the year A. 0. 53. 

Between the date of the First Epistle and S. Paul's departure from 
Corinth changes had ariRen in the Christian Church of 'l'hessalonica, 
which caused S. Paul, who had received a further report of its condition, 
to send a second Epistle. 'l'his tim-e need not have been long, as a. few 
months would be sufficient for 8. Paul to have received this report .and 
acting upon it. Hence the Second gpistle wa.s written ()ll,r}y in A.D. 54. 

LIFE OF AUTHOR. 

S. Paul was first known as Sa.al, which wo.s his Hebrew name, Paul 
being fa.tin. He wa.s born about A.D. 2 at Tarsus, in Cilicia, a Roman 
province in the south-cast of Asia Minor. His pa.rents were puro Jews, 
so that he was a " Hebrew of the Ilebrews and of the tribe of Benjamin" 
(Philippians iii. 5). Paul was highly educated under the well-known 
Rabbi Gama.lie!, and became a Pharisee, and in common with all Jewish 
boys, was taugh~ a trade, in his ea.so that of a tent-maker. He inherited 
from his father the privilege of being a. Roman citizen, which privilege 
he claimed thrice in after life, once at Philippi (Acts xvi. 37-B), again at 
Jeruso.lem (Acts xxii. 25-28) and a third time at C::esarea (Acts 
XXV, 11). 



x. THESSALONJ ANS. 

In A.D. 37, after the dca.th of Stephen, of which Saul, as he was still 
known, was a witness in Jerusalem, he became one of the leading perse­
cutors of the Apostles and thoir adherents. To 11,rrest some of these who 
had fled from Jerusa.lem, be WI\S sent hy the High Priest to Damascus, 
but on the way thither, saw a brilliant light, was struck blind, heard a 
voice from heaven, and wu.s converted, Led into Damascus, he remained 
blind three days, but on being baptized by one Ananias, he recovered his 
sight. After preaching in Damascus, he retired for a time into Arabia, 
and then returned to Damascus. Three years after his conversion, Saul 
had to flee from Damascus, owing to _the enmity of the Jews, and made his 
first visit as a Christian to Jerusalem. Here he was introduced by 
Barnabas to the Apostles S. Peter and S. Je.mes, and soon became a noted 
exponent of Christian doctrines. From the violent persecution that 
ensued, Saul fled, by way of Cresarea, to his native city of Tarsus, 
whence he was brought to Antioch, in Syria, by Barnabas. At Antioch, 
Paul, as he was now ca.lled, stayed two years, working under Barnabas 
and with Barnabas as a companion. Pa.ul was sent by the elders of 
Antioch to Jerusalem with alms for the brethren there. After the death 
of Herod the Great, Paul and Barnabas returned to Antioch, accompanied 
by John Mark. 

In A.D. 47 Paul and Ba.me.bas, after being summoned by the Holy Spirit, 
were sent by the brethren at Antioch upon the l<'irst Missionary journey. 
Paul passed through Cyprus and the south-east of Asia Minor, visiting 
Attalia, Perga, Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, where he probably 
first met with Timothy, and Derbe; then back to Attalia and thence by 
sea to Antioch in Syria. Paul then went to Jerusalem to attend the 
Apostolic Council, concerning the Jewish rule for Gentile converts (Acts 
xv. 1-35). 

Then co.me his Second Missiona·ry journey, following his quarrel 
with Barnabas. Paul selected as his companion Silas (Silvanus), and 
together they went from Antioch, by land, through the Syrian Gates of 
Mt. Taurus to Dcrbe and Lystm, where Paul circumcised Timothy, who 
then accompanied Paul and Silas to Iconium, Antioch in Pisidia, Troas, 
a.cross the Aege11,n Se11, to Philippi a.nd Thess11,lonica, where he founded 
that Church. Paul next visited Beroea, Athens a.nd Corinth. At Corinth 
he stayed working as a tent-maker for eighteen months, and here he 
wrote both the First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonio.ns. S. P11,ul 
then roturned by wa.y of Rphesus, Cresarea 11,nd Jerusalem to Antioch in 
Syria. 

After spending some time at Antioch, S. Paul went on his Third Mis­
sionary journey, thwugh Asia. Minor, Macedonia and Achaia, rduming 
after an absence of about four years to Jerusalem to keep the Feast of 
Pentecost. During this vwit to Jerusalem, S. Paul was sei~ed by the 
Jews in a tumult which they had created, but was rescued from their 
violence by the Roman soldiers. The Roman authorities, however, 
imprisoned him. He was removed to C:esarca, where he remained as 
a Roman prisoner two years. Upon his appeal, as a free Roman citizen. 



THESSALONIANS. xi. 

to Cmsar, when tried beforo Agrippa, S. PE1u! WEIS sent to Rome, where he 
was kept in custody in his own hired house, under the guard of a soldier. 
There he lived at least two years openly prea.ching the Gospel. When S. 
P1tul was released, ';Ve know not. but from a careful study of his Epistles 
we find he afterwards visited Ephesus in Asia. (Timothy), Macedonia in 
Greece (Timothy), Crete (Titus), Miletus o.nd Troas in Asia Minor 
(Timothy), and Corinth in Greece (Timothy). Afterwards, passing through 
Rome, B. Paul went on· his western journeys through SpE1in and Gaul, 
returning to Rome, where he was again arrested, imprisoned and fine.By 
put to death during the persecutions of the Christians by Nero in A.D. 67 
or A.D. 68. 

THESSALONICA AND THESSALONIANS. 

Thessalonica was a city of M13.cedonia, situated at the head of an 
iirm of the JEgean Sea, known, in ancient times, as the Thermaie Gulf, 
,md now, as the Gnlf of Saloniki. Its eriginal name was Thcrm11, and it 
was so called from the hot springs (Thcnnac), which still exist near the 
city. The town is now called Saloniki, a contraction of Thcssalonica, and 
is now the second city of the Balkan Peninsula, being only surpassed in 
importance by Const11,ntinople. 

Its name, Thessalonica, w11s given to it by Cassander, who rebuilt it 
about the yMr 312 B.C. in honour of his wife, ThessalonicEI, a daughter of 
Philip of Macedon, and step-sister of Alexander the Great. Under its 
name of Therma, it had been a. town of but little importance or interest 
beyond its hot baths, but after the decay of Greek nationality, it, in 
Roman times, rose to great eminence, especially in commercial matters. 

Importance. AHer the conquest of Mu.ccdonia. by the Ronmns, 
Thessalonica became the capital of the second of its four divisions, a.nd 
shortly afterwards, when the district was made a. Roman province, it was 
created the capital of the whole of Macedonia, and became an important 
Roman miliLary station. During the first century, before B. Panl vii;ited 
it, the town was declared a" free city," with certain privileges and many 
rights of self-government. In the Acts of the Apostles we find its chief 
magistrates termed "polita.rchs 11 (Acts xvii. 8). That the Acts gave these 
rulers their correct designation is proved by the fact that they are so 
tanned upon the ruins of an ancient arch still spanning the main street 
of the city, which was erected soon after the Roman conquest ot 1\face­
donia. From the inscription there found, we learn that there were 
"seven politarchs II whose names are given. At Thessalonica, the Roman~ 
constructed docks for their vessels of war. Its situation on the edge of a 
rich and fertile plain; its uirect water communication with all the chief 
ports on the coasts of Achaia., :Macedonia and Asia Minor; its importa.nce 
as the chief station on the Via Egnatia or Egnatia.n Way, the great Roman 
road whfoh extended for over 500 miles, from the ports of Dyrrachium 
(Durazzo) and Apollonia on the Adriatic opposite the town of Brundisium 



xii. TBESSALONIANS. 

( Brindisi) to the Hehrus neo.r the Hellcspont, rendered it an importa.nt 
centre of trade, so important, indeed, that eventually it boca.me one of the 
chief cities of Southern Europe. The Ra.me circumsta.nccs also made it 
a.n ideal centre for missionary enterprise from which to spread the Gospel 
to the various towns of the provinces of Achaia. and Macedonia. As its 
trnde and commerce increased it attra.cted great numbers of Jews, who 
settled there o.ud engaged in trade. These Jews so increased that at 
length they formed about one-third of thA whole population. They bcca.me 
so numerous and influential that we rea.d, "They had o. Synagogue of 
their own" (Acts xvii. 1), a.nd tho.t "they troubled the people and the 
rulers of the city" (Acts xvii. 8). In addition there were mimy Gentile 
proselytes-" devout Gre~ks a great multitude" (Ads xvii. 4). 

Foundation of the Church at Thessalonica. When S. Paul 
had arrived at Troas, in Asia Minor, south of the entrance to the 
Dardanelles (Acts xvi. 9) he had a vision, in which he was directed by the 
Holy Spirit, to "cross over into Macedonia." Thereupon S. Paul, accom­
panied by Silas, Timothy and Luke, sailed across the lEgean Sea and 
landed at Ne[lpolis. Thence they went to Philippi, where S. Paul fo.inded 
his first European Church. Here, he converted Lydia and all her h'ouse­
hold, cast out a. spirit of divination and with 8ila.s was imprisoned, 
scourged and released. S. Paul in l Thess. ii. 2 refers to this imprisonment 
and punishment. 

From Philippi, Paul, Sile.s and Tirnothy went to Thcssalonica, passing 
through Amphipolie and Apollonia. At ThcssiJ.lonica they found a 
Synagogue of the Jews into which they entered, a.nd for three sa.hbaths 
S. Paul reasoned with the Jews, proving to them that Christ must suffer 
and rise again from the dead and that the Jesus, whom he proclaimed, 
was tbe Ghrist. Some of the Jews, many of the chief women, and a 
great nuniber of devout Greeks (Gentile proselyl.es) believed and joined 
them. 'fhe other Jews, gathering together a crowd, ra.ised an uproar in 
the town and assaulted the house of one Jason, with whom Pa.ul and his 
companions were staying. Not being able to seize tbe apostle, they took 
Jason and dragged him be[ore the rulers, who took security of Ja.son o.nd 
others and set them free (Acts xvii. 1-10). From the J<)pistles we find that 
S. I'u.ul worked as a tent-maker during his stay at 'lhessalonica 
(1 Thess. ii. 9) and, tha.t twice, whilst there, he received monetary 
assistance from the Philippians (Phil. iv. 16) and though his success as a 
missioner wa.s great, it was a.ccompo.nied by persecutions. Probably 
before S. Paul left Thessalonica, he appointed overseers or presbyters to 
attend to the spiritual needs of the members of the Church (L 'l'hess. v. 12). 
Some of their duties are mentioned, viz.," Warn the unruly: comfort the 
feeblemin led; support the weak ; be pa.tient toward all men; see that 
none render evil for evil" (1 Thess. v. 14-). 

Although only three sa.bbaths 11re mentioned in the Acts as the length 
of S. Paul"s stay a.t Thessalonica, careful consideration of all the state­
ments made rcga.rding it in the Acts and in the various Epistles, forces 
one to the conclusion that S. Paul st.a.yed in Thessalonico. a.t least five 
months, if not longer. 



THEJSSALONIANS. xiii. 

COMPOSITION OF THE THESSALONIAN 

CHURCH. 

The Church of Thesso.lonic0, at the time Paul wrote his two Epistles 
was composed of :-

1. Jews. According to his usual practice, S. Paul, first of all, 
preached to the Jews in their synagogue, but the majority 
opposed him and rejected his message. Still some of the Jews 
believed and became members of the Church (Acts xvii. 4.). 

2. Greeks. TheAe bad been proselytised to the Jewish faith and 
many appear to have been in attendance in the synagogue 
(Acts xvii. 4.). They arc called "devout '1rceks " (,T£{3oµivot 

'E,\.\{1cJ1 reli~ious Greeks, i.e., those who bad renounced the 
worship of idols and attended worship in the synagogue). 
I'robo.bly they were "I'roselybes of tho Gate," i.e., Gentiles who 
were admitted to the many privileges of the Jewish communities 
but had not been circumcised nor did they keep the whole 
ritual of Moses as Proselytes of the Covenant. Of these in the· 
Thessalonian Church there were a great multitude (Acts xvii. 4.). 

3. Females. 'l'hese were women of influence a.nd high social 
position in the city and possibly may ho.ve bean the wives of the 
proselytes. 

4. Gentiles. Those Gentiles converted by the preaching of S. Paul 
and his companions; not proselytes, but heathens. 'l'h11,t many, 
if not the majority of the members of the Church, had been 
Gentiles, is clear from S. Paul's words," What manner of entering 
in we had unto yon, and how ye turned to God from idols, to 
serve the living 11nd true God" (1 Thess. i. 9). 

5. The Overseers or officials appoint.ed by S. Paul. 

OCCASION AND OBJECT. 
THE FIRST EPISTLE. 

Occasion. Paul having heard of the persecutions of the members of 
the Church at Thessalonica, e.nd of the attempts, by his enemies and the 
hostile Jews, to discredit him and his work in that and other cities,. and so 
rendered anxious by his personal affection for that Church, sent Timothy 
from Athens to 'rhesse.lonica. fo enquire fully into the state of that 
Christian community, to strengthen and encourage them in the !a._ith and 
to bring back to him at Corinth, a. true report of its oond1t10n and 
progress. 



XIV. THESSALONIANS. 

Timothy's report filled Panl's hea.rt with joy and gratitude when he 
learned of the affection and remembrance they bore towards him; how 
steadfast and earnest they had been to the true doctrines in spite of all 
their trials and persecutions ; how the Church life flourished and the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit were made manifest throughout the provinces of 
Macedonia and Achaia and elsewhere in many who became examples by 
living Christian lives. 

Still Timothy reported that there were defect~ in the Church, sensuality 
and covetousness being preva.lent in some degree. There was also neglect 
of their ordinary duties arising from a too ardent regard to the doctrine of 
the Second Advent and a perplexity as to the share of their deceased 
brethren and members o( the Church in the blessings of Christ's Second 
Coming. 

Object, 

1. Whilst praising them for their past conduct, to strengthen them 
in their perseverance to live truly Christian lives. 

2, To urge them to lead a purer and more moral life by casting 11oSide 
the weaknesses that beset them. 

3. To comfort and cornwle them concerning their deceased brethren, 
by giving them fuUer and more detailed instruction regarding 
Christ's Second Coming. 

Its two chief characteristics are affection and simplicity. As most of the 
Thessalonian converts were Gentiles, there is not a single quotation from 
the Old Testament. 

THE SECOND EPISTLE. 

Occasion. The messengers whom S. Paul had sent to Thessalonice. 
with his First Epistle returned to Corinth after some short stay in that 
city, 11nd reported that :-

The Thessalonians had received his letter with great joy and gladness. 

That the anxious expectations and excitement regarding the Second 
Advent instead of being allayed by 8. Paul's teaching had grown stronger. 

His authority, although disputed by none, had been 11,bused, and wrong 
use had been made of his name. 

Several disorders and irregularities in living had arisen among the 
Thessalonians, some having forsaken all work, living in idleness in 
speculations of Christ's Second Coming. 

Having heard their report, which, no doubt, he corroborated from other 
sources, S. Paul dete.rmined to write his Second Epistle. 
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Object. 
1. To make it clear to the Thessalonie.ns that the second coming of 

Christ, o.lthough a matter to be looked forward to, and an incen­
tive to vigHance, must not be expected in the near future. 

2. To shew them that a series of events must develop, tho.t this series 
had then commenced, and that not until the series had run its 
course and become complete would the Second Corning take 
place. 

3. To comfort and encourage them in their troubles and persecu-
tions. 

4. To urge them to lead a life of honesty e.nd diligence. 
5. To warn faem age.inst idleness and disorderly behaviour. 
6. To order them to withdraw themselves from and to admonish e.ny 

member who erred in these particulars. 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Silvanus, or Silas, as be is called in the Acts of the Apostles, we.s a 
Hellenistic Jew and a Roman Citizen. The name Bilva.nus is from 
the La.tin Silva-a. wood, and is the Latin name of Silas. In the 
Acts he is termed a prophet, i.e., an inspired preacher. He was sent 
with Barna.bas to convey the Decree of the Council from Jerusalem 
to Antioch with S. Paul and Barnabas. He remained at Antioch, 
and, on the quarrel of S. Paul and B!l.rna.bas, was chosen by S. Paul 
as his companion on his Second Missionary journey, 1md with him 
was imprisoned at Philippi, and like him claimed the Roman fra.nchise. 
At Beroea, he was left behind with Timothy whilst S. Paul was sent 
away to Athens. Silvanus along with Timothy rejoined Paul at 
Corinth, having probably first followed him to Athens, whence they 
were ~ain sent to Maceuonia. He is mentioned frequently as being 
with S, Paul at Corinth, and no doubt is the same Silvanus who 
was the bearer of Peter's First Epistle to the Churches of Asia Minor. 
Tradition represents him as becoming Bishop of Corinth. 

Notice in the Epistles, Paul and Silvanus and Timotheus unto the 
Church of the Thessa.lonio.ns, which is in God the Father (1 Thess. i. 1 and 
2 Thess. i. 1) 

Timotheus, or Timothy., as he is elsewhere ea.lied, was the Ron of a 
Greek (i.e., Gentile) father and a Jewish mother (Acts xvi. 1-3). 
His mother's name wa.s Eunice and his grandmother's Lois (2 Tim. 
1-5), and under their strictly Jewish training he was ma.de familiar 
with the Holy Scriptures from a child (2 Tim. iii. 15). Most probably 
he was one of S. Paul's own converts, as in his Epistles he variously 
names him "son,"" my own son," "my beloved son," "my dearly 
beloved son." 
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Timothy lived with his mother at Lystr11., and on S. Paul's second 
visit to that town 8. Paul circumcised Timothy (Acts xvi. 3), who 
thenceforward became 11, companion of S. Pa.ul and Silva.nus, a.ccom­
panying them on the Second Missionary journey through Phrygia 
and Galatia into Macedonia. At Beroea he stayed behind with Silas 
whilst S. Paul journeyed on to Athe1rn. Timothy rejoined S. Pe.ul at 
Athens, and with Silas was sent on a mission to Thessalonice. to 
obtain tidings of the state of the Thessalonian Cl.mrch founded pre­
viously by S. Po.ul. He returned to S. Paul, who was at Corinth, 
m&de his report, and was with S. Paul whon he sent his two Epistles 
to the Thcssa.loniahs. 

For the five following years we be.ve but a scn.nty record, but may 
infer, that ho waR actively assisting S. Paul, for ho, with Erastus, 
was sent in advance into Macedonia, where he was rejoined by S. 
Paul, and travelled with S. Paul on his return journey as far as 
Milctus. Afterwards he was with 8. Paul 11.t Rome, as S. Paul states 
in his li:pistles to the Philippians, the Colossians, and to Philemon, 
On S. Paul's rele11.Se, Timothy accompanied him again to Macedonia 
and Asia as far as Ephesus, where he stayed. Nothing more is 
known of his life, though according to tradition he became the firat 
Bishop of Ephesus, and was clubbed to death by the angry populace 
for protesting against the license which attended the celebration of 
the great festival of the goddess Artemis. 

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Achaia. A Roman province under a ProconRnl, comprising the whole 
of Greece south of Macedonia, together with the adjacent islands. 
The capita.I was Corinth, from which t.own S. Paul sent his two 
Epistles to the 'l'hessalonians. Po,ul visited Corinth a.nd Athens, and 
founded the Church of Corinth. Ma.cedonia. and Achaia were 
frequently mentioned together to indicate all Greece. 

Notice: "So that ye were ensamples to all them that believe in 
Me.cedonie. and Achaia, for from you sounded out the word of the Lord 
not only in Ma.cedonia 0,nd Achaia, but also in every place your faith to 
God-ward is spre11.d abroad," etc. (l ThesR. i. 7-8). 

Athens. Formerly the ea.pita! of Attica, and the chief seat of Grecian 
art, culture and learning. It stood and stands on a. plain five mile~ 
from the coa.st, between the mountains of Attica, and the sea., the 
Piraeus being its port. S. Paul visited Athens (Acts xvii.), e.nd from 
Athens he dispatched Timothy to Thcssalonica before writing the Firs~ 
Epistle. 

Notice: "When we could no longer forbear, we thought it good to be 
left at AtheDB alone " ( L Thess. iii. 1). 
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Cori.nth. A town aituated on the isthmus of that name which con­
nected the two great divisions of Greece. It was the capital of the 
Roman province of Achaia and a town of great commercial importance. 
S. Paul visited Corinth on his Second Missionary journey and stayed 
there a year and a half, during which fone he wrote his two F,pietles 
to the 'J hessalonians. 

Judaia. 'l'his was the most southern of the fQur divisions of Palestine. 
Jts boundaries frequently changed, but generally the province extended 
from Sama.ria to the Stony De~ert of Arabia, o.nd from the Medi­
terranean Sea to Lhe River Jordan and the Dead Sea. Upon the 
death of Herod Archelaus, the Ethnarch ol Judrea., in A.D. 6 who ha.d 
succeeded to this part of the dominions of his father (Herod the Great), 
Jud::ea. was made 11, part of the Roman province of Syri11, under a 
Procure.tor, who was subject to the Governor of Syria.. The Pro­
curator, as a. rule, resided at Cresarea, on the Mediterranean, and not 
at Jerusalem. Several of these Procurators arc named in the New 
Testament, e.g., .Pontius Pilate, Herod Agrippa, also t.ermed King, 
Felix and Festllil. 

_ Notice: "For ye, brethren, became followers of the Churches of God, 
which in Judwa are in Christ Jes,rn; for ye also have suffered like things 
of your own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews" (1 Thess. ii. 14), 

Macedonia. Tbe north-eastern of the three Roman provinces, Illyricum, 
Acha.ia, and Mo.ecdoni11,1 into which the country between the basin 
of the Danube and Cape Mata.pan was divided. The province was 
well intersected by Rom11n roads, the most important one being the 
Via Egnatia, which led from Apollonia. on the shores of the Adriatic 
opposit.e Hrundisium in Italy, through Macedonia to Cypsela., near 
the Sea of Marmora. Macedonia was the first part of Europe to receive 
the preaching of the Gospel. S. Paul visited many of its cities, in­
cluding Thessalonica., Philippi, Beroea, Amphipolis, Apollonia, and 
Neapolis. In three of these Paul founded Churches, vi7.., Thessalonica, 
Philippi and Beroea. 

Notices: "So that ye wero ensamples. to all that believe in 1\-lacedonia 
and Achaia, for from you sounded out the word of the Lord, not only in 
Macedonia. and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is 
spread abroad" (1 Thess. i. 7-8). 

11 And indeed ye do it towa.rds all the brethren, which are in all Mace­
donia" {l Thess. iv. 10). 

Philippi. A city of Macedonia, on the Via. Egnatia, or Egna.tia.n Way, 
about nine miles from the sea, having Neapolis for its port. In S. 
Paul's time it was a Roman Colony. S. Paul founded here the first 
European Church, which twice sent him aid whilst at Thessalonica. 

Notice: "But even after tha.t we had suffered before and were shamefully 
entreated, as ye know, at Philippi" (1 Thess. ii. 2). 

D 



THE 

FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE 
TO THE 

THESSALONIAN$. 

TEXT AND NOTES. 

The Salutation to the Church. 

1. 1 Paul and 2 Silvanus, and 6Timotheus, 
unto the 'Church of the Thessalonians, 
which is "in God the Father, and in the 
Lord Jesus Obrist : 8Grace be unto you, 
an<l peace a1 from God our Father, and 
the Lord Jes1ts Christ. 

a see R. V. and Note p. 31. 

(Chap. i. v. 1). 

1 Paul. Intro. p. ix. 
2 Silvuus. Intro. p. xv. 
3 Timotlleas. Intro. p. xv. 

There a.re two reasons, 
why S. Paul should, both 
here a.nd a.lso o.t the com­
mencement of the Secpml 
Epistle, add the names of 
Silas and Timothy to bis 
own, In writing these 
epistles, a.Hhough neither 
of them aha.red In the 
writing of them:-

(a) Both were at Corinth with him at the time of writing (Acts. xviii. 5). 
(t,) Both were hi• companions when preaching at Thessalonlca (Acts xvii. 4-14). 

4 TIie Cllurch. The Ok. h~·Af,1T1a, lit. a body of men ea.lied out to some public 
pla.ce, hence" an <>ssembly." In a Cbri•tian sense it is" An assembly of Christians 
g"thered together for worship." The word sometimes denotes" the whole body of 
Christians thronl(hout the worlcl" (Col. i. 18) a.nd at others as here, "o. particular 
section of that body." Our Lortl uses the word In this lu.ttermea.ning (Matt. xvili. 17) 
"But if he neglect to hen.r them, tell it unto the Church." Nowhere in the N.T. 
Is the word ever used, o.s with us, to denote the building. It is always the 
Congregation. In his lo.ter Epietles, S. Paul uses the term" Saints" and not Church, 

• In God the Fal111r. "In God the Father "marks the Church as not being heathen 
"in the Lord Jesus Chri•I" a.snot beingJewi•h. The Church is in the Father and (n 
the Son, for its members were baptised Into the no.me of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, i.e., the Trinity. 

• 8rao1 1■d Peaoe. This is S. Pa111's us11al form of greeting in his epistles. An 
exception is in the two Epistles to Timothy, where he writes, "Grace, mercy, and 
peace." "Grace" is the Greek, a.nd "peace" the Jewish form of salutation, in 
letters, hence K Paul blends the two, to ehew that both Gentiles e.D<I Jews, e.re 
mie In Christ ,Jesus. 

7 Fro,. Golf the Fat,er, eto. These words were not In the best MSS. of this, S. Paul's 
first Epistle a.nd should be omittecl. They were added, no doubt, to be in agree. 
ment with his other epistles, in which they occur (S~ Rom. I, 7; l Cor. i. 3; 
2 Cor. i. 2; Ga.I. i. 3 :Kph. i. 2; Phil. I. 2, etc.) 
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Thanksgiving for the results of his preaching. 
(Chap. i., vv. 2-10). 

2 1Wc "give thanks to God 9always 
for you all, mttking mention of you in 
our pra.yers, 3 Remembering without 
ceasing your •work of faith, and labour 
of love, and patience of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, ain the sight of God and 
and our Father: 4 I{nowing, brethren 
1belcrved,-' your election of God. 5 For 
6our gospel came not unto you in word 
only, but also in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost, and in much assurn.nce; as ye 
know what manner of men ewe were 
among you for your sake. 6 And ye 
became 7"/Ql/owcrs of us, and of the Lord, 
having received the word in much 
"affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: 
7 So that ye 'were "ensamples to all that 
believe in "'Macedonia and 11 Achaia. 8 
For from you !sounded out the word of 
the Lord, not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but also "in every place your 
faith to God-ward "is ~spread abroad, so 
that we need not to speak any thing. 
9 For they themselves nshew of us, what 

n, ~, "• d, ,, f, y, h, see R. \'. find X ates pp. 31, 32. 

1 We. Probably refers Lo 
Paul only, as in eh. ii. 18 
an1l iii. 1. Mo.ny com­
mental,ors however lake 
it to include Silas and 
Timothy, who had just 
been named in \·ertie l. 

2 Give thanks. Here, a.s in 
;.II his Epistles, except 
that to the Galatians, 
where the prospect 
a.ppeared too sadden ins' 
S. Paul commences his 

i~t~~cl'~a~ tt:n:•i~\I!:,',1 
well-being of the bhurch, 
he is addressing. 

3 Alwavs far ioa all. At di 
time~, for everyone of 
you, i.e. forgetting none. 

• Work of faith. i.e., work 
that is the result of 
faith-
Labour al love. Toil for 
others prompted by love. 
Patience of hai,e. Enduring 
constancy iu waiting for 
the life lo come. 
Bishop Thorold says : 
u Faith work~. love toils, 
hope waits." 

• Your electio1. S. Paul 
here refers to theh being 
chosen or electcrl to 
membership of Christ 
anti its Christian privi­
leges, not to their elec­
tion to ffnal salYation. 

• Our gospel, Not Lhe written gospel of eilher :\-lattlww, Mark, Luke or John, lmt 
the gospel as preached by,;. Paul ;.nd his companions. 

1 Followers. Rather II imHa.tors" a1~ in the .H. V.: See 1 Cor. xi. l II Be ye follower~ uf 
me " (see Nate p. 31.) 

• Allliolion. A reference no doubt to the persecution anti escape of Paul aml Silas 
from 'l'hessa.lcmica to Beroea, and also lo the persecution the Christin.n Church e.t 
Thessalonica had suffered, jn8t a.Her it,s fonnrla.tion, from the nnbeliaviug Jews. 

• Ensamples. Literally, patterns: originally, a thing formed by striking on a bl,H:k: 
hence, print, form, pattern, here, example~ of success that followed the work of 
S. Paul and his companions We still retain the abhrevi,,,t.ed form "sample"~ 
specimen. 

1u Macedonia. Intro. p. xvii. 
11 Acllaia. Intro. p. x d. 
12 Everr place. An exnmple of Hyperbole for "In many places" of Matt. iii. 5. 

"Thtm went out to him Jrn1..wdmn and all J,tdrea., mid aU the ,·egiou rtll1nd about 
Jordan." 

" Is spread abroad. 'l'hessalonica, owing to its a.dvanta.geons po.sitlon at the head of 
the gulf, and being tloe chiof station on the Egnatian Way, in the midst of a 
fe["tile province, a.nd a.hm owing to its ~Tefl.t coaunercia.I importance, had many 
means of quickly sprea,ling ,my news to all the regions around. 
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manner of entering in we had unto you, 
and how ye turned to God 11 from idols, 
to serve •_the living and true Gou, 10 
and to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, even 
Jesus, which '"delivered tts from the wrath 
to come. • •• • • ---- • 

i, k, see R. V. an,I Notes p 32. 

3 

14Fra111 idal9. Shewing that 
the great-er part or the 
members of the Thes­
salnt1i.1n Church were or 
had been Gentiles. 

Verse 10. Notice the traces of, or resemblances to, several articles of tbe Creed in 
this verMe, a~ 

(a) "Whom he raised from I-he dearl," tn "The thirrl rla, he rose again from the dearl." 
(b) "To wait for his 8on from heaven" to II He aecenrled into heaven. From 

thence He shall come to judge the •111ick and the Ilea<!." 

How the Gospel was preached to the Thessalonians 

(Chap ii. vv. 1-12). 

2 For yourselves, brethr~n, know 
our aentrance in unto you, that it bwas 
not 1in vain; 2 But even after that we 
had suffered before, and were 2sh,1mcfully 
entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, 
we cwere bold in our God, to speak unto 
you the "gospel of God dwith much 'con­
tention. 3 For our exhortation "u·as not 
of deceit, nor of _;uncleanness, nor in 6guile: 
4: But as we 1were allowed of God to 
be aput in trust with the gospel, even so 
we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, 
which 1' trieth om hearts. 5 For neither 
at any time ;used we flattering u·ords, as 

a, fJ, r, d, e,f. g, II, iJ see R.Y. a.nd Notes pp. 32-34. 

1 In vain. Empty ; useless ; 
to no purpose. (See Note 
p. 33). 

2 Shamefully entreated. "Out­
raged an,! insulted," re• 
ferrin11: to the incident 
at Philippi, where S. 
Paul 11,nrl Silas, although 
free Roman citizens, 
were, by order of the 
ma-~strates, " 11 ea.ten 
with rrnb, receiving 
many stripes, and ca~t 
i n t o p r i s o n." T h i a 

~iJ~~~1~~e i~'ttcteJ(~~ 
any Roman citizen !1-nd 
S. l'aul protested a11:11omst 
it. "They have beaten 
11~ openly· nnconrlemned, 
IJeing Romans," et.c., 
(Arts xvi. 37.) 8. Pu.ul 
again refers to this ill• 
lrea.tment in 2 Cor. xi. 25. 
S. l'aul anrl Silu.s were, 
however, undaunted hy 

this shameful ancl nnlawful usai:e, as we here rea.d, "they were bold,"" or better as 
in lt. ,-.," they waxed bot,!," in farther preaehing the Gospel. 

3 Gospel al God i.,. Gorl's message. 
• Conlanlion. The Jlt"l';iehing of I'aul an,I i'lilas at Thessalonica had met with great 

opposit.ion on the part of th~ jc1Llo11s Jewi;;; who making uAe of t,he rabble, createrf 
an uproar in the i,own, anrl draggerl .Ja.!-:on 1 their ho~t, hefore the magi~tr.1te81 so 
that the Thessalonio.n com·erts were obliged t,o send Paul anrl Silas away by night, 
prirntely (8ee Acts xvii. 1-10.) 

• Uncleanness. Impure motives, such as desire. of gai11 or applause. 
6 Guile. Attempts to deceive others. 
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ye know, nor a 'cloke of covetousness, 
God is witness: 6 •Nor of men s01ight 
we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, 
when we might have been ''burdensome, 
as the apostles of Christ. 7 But we were 
gentle 'among you, even as a nurse 
cherisheth m1ter children ; B So being 
affectionately desirous of you, we were 
"willing to have imparted unto you, not 
the gospel of God only, but also our own 
souls, because ye •were dear unto us. 9 
For ye remember, brethren, our "labour 
and travail: for labouring night and day, 
because wePwould not be chargeable unto 
any of you, we preached unto you the 
gospel of God. 10 Ye are witnesses, 
and God also, how 10holily, and •justly, 
and unblameably we behaved ourselves 
'among you that believe ; 11 As ye 
know, how we• "exhorted and cmnjorted, 
and charged every one of you, as a father 
doth his children, 12 That ye would 
walk worthy of God, who bath called 
you 110to His 12kingdom and glory. 

k, I, ·m, n, o, p, q, r, ,'ii, see ll. V. and Notes pp. 34, 35. 

(n. 6-12 

7 Cloke ol coveto■sn-. Lit. 
a pretext for grasping; a 
sha.m or disguise in order 
to gain pecuni;>ry profit 
or credit. 

~ Burdensome. Lit. " of 
weight... Reference here 
is to .. maintenance" 
which is alluded to in 
verse 9. netter to take 
the reading given in the 
mar~in of the Authorise,! 
Yers1cm '' used autbority" 
or better still that of the 
R. V. u claimed honour" 
as apostles of Christ. 

" Labour a■d lravaiL These 
two term~ also occur in 
2 These. Iii. 8 and 
2 Cor. xi. 27. They are 
not. quite synonymous, 
for "labour" is active, 
denoting "bodily work 
o r e x e rt, i o n" wbi 1st 
"travail" is pa.~sive 
meaning the intensity of 
the work or "fatigue," 
its result. S. Paul pnts 
his ni~ht·s wurk, i.e. his 
teaching first, for em­
phasis, as heing the more 
important and the ,fay'• 
work second, as being his 
nena.l or ordino.Ty work. 
His motives for work 
were three, viz., indepen­
dence of other., example 
to others, and charity to 
others. F.very Jew had 
to learn a trade. S. Paul 

had learned that of tent-making from goat•s hair, at his native tovrn T""""• in 
Cilicia, and practised it for his sustenance at the V1'rions towns at which he 
stayed on his journeys. Thus when this Epistle was written he was working at 
this tru.tle in Corinth, anti had Jlreviously worked at it in The8salonica. It was 
not very lucrative, for we 6nd that twice at Thessalonica (Phil. iv. 16) anol mwe 
at Corinth (2 Cor. xi. 9), S. Pan] had received monetary assistance from the 
Churches of l'Ja.cet.loni.a. 

'" llolilV ... iusllr ... 11n~la1Mabl\l. "Holily" denotes Paul's conduet to Go,I; 
0 justly." bis cont..lut·t tu man; and "unl.Jla1nealJl)'," the complement of both these 
particulars. (Spence and E.rdl). 

ll ExhDrled. etc. Urp;ed, encouraged, and testiHet.l tn every one of you. Tra.uslation 
of this verse somew)lat faulty in A.\'. (See Re,·ised Version and Note on p. 35). 

12 Kina-om 81111 glorr. Neither "His glorious kingdom" nor "t.he kingdom of his 
glory" but two different objects. i.e. "The comp1rnr of believers in Christ who 
form His kingdom now established on earth and afterwards realised at the Second 
Advent; a.nd the glorious privileges of that company, even now enjoyed,and fully 
reserved for ChriHt's future kingdom." 
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How the Thessalonians received the Gospel, and their 

persecution (Chap ii. vv. 13-16). • 

13 'For this cause also 'thank we 
God without ceasing, "b_eca1tse, when ye 
received the bword of God, which ye 
heard of us, ye 'rgJ;ei·ved it not as the 
word of men, but as it is in truth, the 
word of God, which deffectually worketh 
also in you that believe. 14 For ye, 
brethren, became 'followers of the 
churches of God, which in 'Judma are 
in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered 
1like things of 4your own countrymen, 
even as they "have of the Jews : 15 'Who 
both killed the Lord Jesus, and •their own 
prophets, and •have persecuted 11s; and 
they please not God, and ';are contrary to 
all men : 16 ;Forbidding us to speak to 
the Gentiles, that they •might be saved, to 
fill up their sins al way: for the wrath is 
come upon them 'to the uttermost. 

ftJ b, r, d, e,/, '.I, ll, i, A·, see R.Y. a.net Notes pp. 35, 3ft. 

1 Far tllis ca■se. Because of 
the labour a.n<l toil, we 
enciured in teaching you. 

' Tbank we Goll. S. Paul 
here gives thanks to God 
so fervently, because the 
Thessalonians had not 
only believe,! in God, 
lmt th1't their faith hacl 
shewn Itself in their 
Jives, by their Christian 
works. He give~ many 
example• in this F.pistle 
U,!-; 

"Ye became/ollmrer., of 
UH" (i. 6.) 

" -,,:ntiamples to aJl that 
believe,\" (i. 7.) 

0 Turned ro sern: the 
living and true God 11 

(i. 9.): 
"Glad tidings of your 

fa.i th 1'nd rhc,rity" 
(iii. 6.) 

11 1'ouching brothc-rly 
love rn have no need" 
(iv. ·9.) 

The R. \", brings out these 
points much more clearly. 

" Ju~ma. Intro. p. xvii. 
• Ta .. awn caulllrYaie■. A 

proof that the Church of 
Thessalonica was mainly 

Gentile in origin aud membership, a.s K Paul lwre clistingui-Rhe~ their countrymen 
from Jews. The persecution recorde1l in Acts xviii. 5-14 W!LS caused by ,lews. This 
no doubt was f11llowcd after S. Paul's licp1Lrture by Gent.ilea (Greeks) persecuting 
their own countrymen, whom, having become Christ.iu.ns, they would regi\nl ,~s 
renegades from their religion. 

•' "Who batll killed," ek Even as the Greek• h:HI persecute,! the Hentile Christians 
at Thcssalonica, so eveu anrl more so, had the ,Jews done to their countrymen, ror 
they (the Jews) had killed the Lor,I Jesus Christ; they hail killed the prophets 
before Him; and had persecuted (drave out) His apostles. 

' Are contrary to all men. The Jews were jcalou• that salvation shoultl be !or others 
and not for themselve.s alo11e. 

i Forbidding us, rt """" K l'anl's avowed mission to the Gentiles, that aroused the 
Jews against him. Notke their marked hostility when he spoke on the mstle 
stairs (Arts xxii.) that when he spoke of his being sent to lhc Gentiles they 
immecliately cried "AW!',Y with such a f~llow from the earth." 

~ To the ■ltermost. llo.t.hcr io completion, to a.n erul. (See ~latt.. x. 22, xxi\.". 13; 
Mark xiii. 13; Luke xxi. 9; and John xiii, 1.) 
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Paul's anxiety and love, for the Thessalonians. 
(Chap. ii. vv. 17-19). 

17 But 'we, brethren, •being taken 
from you for a short time, "in presence, 
not in heart, endeavoured 'the more •abun­
dantly to see your face 'with great desire. 
18 Wherefore we woulcl have come unto 
you, •even I Paul, "once ancl again ; but 
'Satan hindered us. 19 For what is our 
hope, or joy, or "crown . of 'rejoicing? 
Are not even ye din the presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ 'at his Coming? 20 
For ye are our glory and joy. 

,t, b, c, d, see R.V. and Notes p. 37. 

-1 We. The "we" I• em­
phatic, and inclu,les 
'fimoLhy and Sil1>s. 

• In ll"ese■oe not in heart. 
For a similar expre!ision 
of P.~ul's desire to be 
with his followers (see 
Col. ii. S). "For though, 
I be absent in the Hesh, 
yet am I with you in the 
spirit." 

" The mora abunla11tlv. Ab­
sence and distance only 
in<::reasos my affection 
for you (see also l Cor. 
v. 3.) 

• Wit- 111"811 desire. Sbews 
S.Paul'• rleep affection 
for the Thessalonian• 
(seealsoii.8; ii.20;Hi.6: 
iii. 12, etc., for other 
examples.) 

• [ve■ I Paul. Here S. Paul spm,ks for himself alone. Probably, it was whilst he 
was alone at Athens, that this eager desire came upon him. 

6 o,ca a■d aiaain. Inferring Urn.l S. P:slll al, least made two aepa.mle attempts to re· 
visit the Thes~aloni;tns, possibly, once when at Athens, he sent for Timothy arul 
Rilas to rejoin him there (Acl•. xvii. 15), ,-nd ,-gain, when Timothy w,-s absent on 
his mis•ion to :\laee,loniu (l The••· iii. 2.) 

1 Sat•n hindered U9. In Rom i. 13 ancl xv. 22 S. Paul gh•<is other simil:.r instances, of 
being hindered in his plans for visiting his converls; Im~ what these hindrance~ 
were, we know not, though S. Paul evidently lnr,kcd npon them, """ the direct work 
of Satan. That he helievecl in the existence of personal fallen spirits is clear, if 
we compare the following an,I other pa.ssage• in his Epistles: 

(a.) "Even him whose coming is after the working of Sa.tarn" (2 Thess, ii. 9.) 
(b) "Come together again, that Satan tempi yon not" ( 1 Cor. vii. 5.) 
(c) "For even Satan fashioneth himself into an angel of li!';hl" (2 Cor. xi. 14) R. ,·. 
(d) "Lest he full into reproach and the snare of the rlev1l" (1 Tim. iii. 7.) 
(,) "Whom I have delivere,l nnto S<Lta.n" (1 Tim. i. 20.) 
(/) "The 1;m1 of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly" (Rom. 

xvi, 20.) 
• Crow■ . A reference to the wreath or garland, made ol olive, bay or parsley leavea, 

conferrerl upon victors in the different Grecian games. Here it is a.n emblem of 
future glory and joy to Christians. 

9 At His comiag. i.e. The restoration uf His kingdom; His Second ,·oming; the 
Second Advent. 

The Mission of Timothy to the Thessalonians 
(Chap iii. vv J-5). 

3. Wherefore when 'we could no 
longer 2 [01 bettr, we thought it good 
to be left at "Athens alone ; 2 Ancl 

' We. Here " we" js ~in­
gular- anrl refers to S. 
Paul u.lone, who was the 
only one lefl at A theus. 

2 Forbo~r. Halher "bear'' 
or a endure," as H J •anl 

ha.d said, 11 Finding H imposf'ilile longer to endure our a.nxiet)· concerning you 
... we ~eut Timothy." 

3 Athns. Intro. p. xvi. 



III. 3-7] I THESSALONrANS 

tsent Timotheus, our brother, and minister 
of God, "and our fellow-labo1trer in the 
gospel of Christ, to establish you, n.nd 
to ''comfort you concerning your faith : 
3 That no man should be 'moved by 
"these afflictions; for yourselves know 
that we are "appointed thereunto. 4 For 
verily, when we were with you, we told 
you 10before, tha.t we •sJwuld suffer tribu­
lation, even as it ea.me to pass, and ye 
know. 5 "For this cause, when I could 
no longer forbear, I sent to know your 
faith, lest by 'soine_ means 12the tempter 
13have tempted you and our labour be in 
vain. 

n, b, c, see R. V. ancl Noles pp. 37, 38. 

7 

4 Sent Timothtus. Silas and 
Timothy rejoined S. Paul 
at Corinth (Acts xviii. 5). 
The text here means that 
S. Paul, whilst a.I Athens 
:done. sent a message to 
'l'iroothy, then at Beroea, 
t.o go to Thessalouica., 
before rejoining h.im at 
Corinth. 

6 Comfart. i.e., encourage. 
1 Moved. 1'he or i g i n a I 

Greek word is rema.rk­
able, and occurs nwwhere 
else in the Scriptures. It 
rea11y ffil!lLTIS "' a.git..ale," 
"disturb," "trouble," 
hence 11 le<l a H tray 1 • • 

which is the most pro­
bal,Je meaning here. 

" These affliclions, i.e., those 
of the Thessalonians 
which had fallen upon 
them after Paul's depar­
ture. 

"Appoilted thereunto. Lit. "nntc, this we n.re laid." The same Greek expres•ion is 
used in Luke ii. 34, and i'bilippians i. 17, anrl rendere<l "set." It means that all 
Christians will, by the 11ivine will, have to nmlergo afflictions and troubles. 

•0 Before. Ra.ther "plainly," as in the margin of the R. \". 
ll For tllis cause, i.e., on acr.onnt of the a.fflicti.ons a.nd the persecution~ whid1 have 

fallen upon you. 
12 Tba tem)llar. Another m,me for Sa.tan, used tL!so by Matthew: "And when the 

tempter ea.me to him, he sa.id •· (:\ln.tt. iv. 3). 
13 Have tempted. Here menns "successfully tempted," ao that they had fallen or 

given way to the temptation. 

Timothy's welcome report and its 
(Chap. iii., vv. 6-10). 

6 'But now when Timotheu11 came 
from you unto us; and brought us 2good 
tidings of your "faith and _"char..itu., and 
and that ye have 'good remembrance of 
us always, •de~ gr<;ally to see us, as 
we also to see you. 7 Therefore breth­
ren, we were •comforted over you in all 

a, b, see lt. \". and Notes, p. 38. 

effect upon Paul. 

1 Bui now. J,it. "But just 
now," i.e .. '' Immedio.tely 
after the return of 
Timothy with his. report 
of the Thessalomans 
(Acts xviii. 5). 

'~i1~dT/!i•e~,-ewJ:r~ ~~-~,! 
in the N.'J'. for "the 
preaching of the Gospel," 
,f., 1.nke ii. 10, "Behold 
I bring you good titliugs 
of great joy." 

B Faith and Charilf. i.r., "F~tilh and Jove," whic•h .r..;_ 1•a11l, time after timt\ insists 
mustiLd together. Hence their fail.h h:ul not been shake11, anfl had enablefl them 
to endure all perscl·nti.on~, whil~t their lo\·c ha(l hee11 Ahown by the te11tlerness 
they ha.,I had for each other's tronhle,. 

• Good reB1embra1ca. A he,ul,· a.1111 kin,lly rememhrance of the Apostle that 
testified to the excellence of their spiritual condition. 

5 Coa,forted~ "Encourn.ged, i.f'. 'rimothy's riews of their spiritual well-lieiug ha.et 
encouraged S. l'aul to bear his own troubles with greater fortitude, and had cheered 
him in his distress. 
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'our affliction and distress, •b.JJ your faith 
8 For now 7 we live, if ye stand fast in 
the Lord. 9 For what ''thanks can we 
render to God again for you, for nil the 
joy wherewith we joy for your sakes 
before our God: 10 'Night anu day 
praying exceedingly that we •piight.. see 
your face, and might "perfect 10that which 
is lacking in your faith ? 

c, d, e, see R. ,·. and ~otes p. 38. 

6 Our affliction and llistress. 
Some commentators refer 
•·affliction" to externa.l 
trouhle, and "distress" 
to his internal hoclily 
trouble, but without good 
authority. )lore probably 
his affliction and distress 
aroae from thu persecu­
tion anrl opposition of 
the Jews, mentioned in 
Act~ xviii. 5-121 as occnr­
rinA at Corinth. 

1 We live, i.e., Timothy'• 
good newl-li imparted 
fresh strength a 11 <I 

vi11011r to ,';. l'aul's life, when he hearcl the Thesaalonians were steadfaet in the 
faith . 

.., Night and day, l.c., ince:::sa,ntly. K Paul's nncea~dn~ prayer." were due to hh~ grea.t 
anxiety arnl carne~t:. desire foT their welfo.re. \\·e know that this was .~carcely an 
exaggerat!on, for~• apent the gre.Lter p>Lrt of his time in prayer and thank,giving 
(see Eph. 1. 16, 2 Tnn. ,. 3). 

9 Perfect. The sa.me word is use,1 in Matt. iv. 21 anrl )lark i. 19 for "mcndinu their ~ 
nets/' and also in Ga.I. vi. 1 Ior "resWTimJ one who had committed a fault." ~h;e­
where in the N.T., it i::s u:;e1l with the sense of miupleting a thing. 

"' Tllal which is laoking, The fa.Hh of the Thessa.Ionians w;is !!\eking in m.Lny par-
ticular~: 

(«) Ignorance of some doct.rine.•. 
(b) Erroneous views of others, r..rJ. The ~ec·ond Ado,·cnt. 
(c) Com11Iete 11iscontinuance of former heathen practices. 
(d) Carrying ont Christi:m precepts into their daily life. 

Paul's prayer for re-union and spiritual growth. 

(Chap. iii. vv. 11-13). 

11 Now God 'himself a.nd our Father, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ 2direct our 
way unto you. 12 And the Lord "make 
you to 'increase, and abound in love one 
towards another, and towards all men, 
even as we do towards you: 13 'To 

1 Himsell. Probably added 
for emphasis. The Eng­
lish irlioma.tic rendering 
of the phrase would be 
"Our Go,! and 1''ather 
Himself." 

2 Direat. The Greek "·ord 
rendered II direct" is in 
the singular and follow• 

two nomina,l,h·cs, thus iudi<'ating a. unity of pt>rson between Gwl, our F.a.lher, and 
onr Lord .Te~rn.~ Christ.. The prayer is acltlressed to Christ, thus, in H. P1.Lul's opini.on 
denoting Christ':-\ divine nature. 

" Make you. In the Greek the" IOU" is Hrst, and is therefore emphatic, so that it 
shonlrl read, •• You may the Lord rrnLke.'' 

-i. Increase and abound. i.e., "Increase more aufl more until at leugth there i.~ a.11 
a.lmndauce of love," hoth toward one another a.11cl ;1lso towa.rd a.ll meu. 

5 Ta lbe end. Perfect and settle,! sanctiHcation in the eyes of God is the object 
(or encl) in view, and the mea.ns by which it iK to be attained, iB growing and over­
flowing love toward ma.nkind [New 1',stamcnl Commentary]. 
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the end he may stablish your hearts c With all his saiRts. These 
bl bl • h )' b f G .J a.re the" holy ones" who un arnea c 111 o mess e ore ou, "even having-,liedinLhefaithof 

our Father, at the coming of our Lord Christ, will be raised to 
life at the Sccon_d Advent. 

Jesus Christ "with all his saints. ny some commento.t,irs 
, the wor<l includes 

o, see R.\. and Note p. 39. "angel•." Though the 

word may incllllle angels in the Old Test!\ment, it never does so in the New. At 
the Second Advent, Christ will appear "in His glory and all the holy angels 
with Him" (~latt. xxv. 31), and Hie saints a.re to Join Him (Mat,t. xxiv. 31). 
Although S. Pan! may have had "angels" in his mind when he wrote 
"saints," the woril does not here incl111le angels. In his Secollll I;;pistle, he 
distinctly states, a.n~els will accompany Christ. "The l.ord Jeans shall be revealed 
from heaven, with His mighty Angels" (2 'l'hess. i. 7). 

A warning against leading an 
(Chap. iv, vv. 1-8). 

4 'Furtherrnoro, then 'we "beseech you, 
brethren, and exhort you "by the Lord 
Jesus, that a.s ye have received of us, 
how ye ought to "walk and please God, 
bso ye would abound more and more. 2 
For ye know what <'commandments "we 
gave you, d'by the Lord Jesus. 3 "For 
this is the will of Gou, even your "sancti­
fication, that ye 'shO'Uld abstain from 
fornication : 4 That every one of you 
should know '°how to 1possess his vessel 
in sanctification and honour; 5 Not nin 
the uzust of conc11pi1Scence, even as the 

", b, c, d, c, J, y, see R. ,·. and X otes on pp. 39, 40. 

impure life. 

1 Furlher .. ore. Lit. "tinal­
ly," a~ ma.rking the enll 
of the Epistle. 

:! We, i.P.. Pa. u l u.l one. 
3 lklseach . . . ••hort. " Be­

seeeht i.e. request yon as 
a fricncl; 11 exhort," i.r-. 
nrge yon forwa.rd to do 
yonr duty. 

• Walk. Con,luctyourselves 
in your every-lla.y life. 

, Commandments. Should be 
"announcements ma.rte" 
or·· orders conveyed from 
h11nd to ho.nil." ' 

6 We. Here a.gain "Paul 
u.lone." 

: By. "Hy the authority 
nf," i.e. the command­
menb~ were or,lers, orders 
given by Christ Jesus to 
Paul, a.nd handed on to 
the Thcssalonio.ns. 

8 For this is tbe will of God. "Cod's will" has two melmings: 
(") His determina.l1on or decree. 
(7,) His de•ire or pleasure. 

Here Hi~ desire or wish is inten1led. 
9 Sanctification, i.e. consecration, your rleilic-a.tion to Lhe service of God. 
1° K■owhowtoDOSHSS, Here ''vessel'' has been taken to mean either: (ll) "wife" or 

(b) "body." 
The verb rendered u to po~sess" reall)· mean~"' to gain possession of" or·• t.o 

obtain the mastery of" or .. control over." 
II (u) 11 wife," we flnd Peter speak~ of the wife "as the weaker vessel" 

(1 Pet. iii. 7); so that, in this ca~e, the meaning woulrl he, "Let e\·er~· miin obtain 
a. wile for him8elf, a.nd so heing free from tempt,;i.t.ion, if he choost-', from other 
women, he would prt-~serve himscH in holines!-:, purity u.nd honour." 

If (h) "body," the meaning would be" That eo.ch m,rn shonld so obtain Lhe mastery 
of or control over his own 1.Jody, that he wouhl 11resen-c it i11 holiness," et~. 

11 Last ol oo-trisca■ce. Lit. "passio11 of desire or lust," i.e." viole11t anti i11ordine.tc 
emotions prodnced l.Jy sinful desires." 



10 t THESSALONIANS. 

"Gentiles which know not God; 6 That 
no man mgo beyond and "dejra11d his 
''brother "in any matter, because that 
1'the Lord is the avenger 1"of all 'such; 
as we also have '"forewarned you, and 
10testified. 7 For God hatb not called 
us unto "uncleanness, but tunto "'holiness. 
B He therefore that "'despiseth, des­
piseth 21not man, but God, who bath also 
given unto us his holy spirit. 

h, i,.i, k,l, see R.Y. and Notes p. 40. 

(rv. 6-10 

1e Gentiles. S. Paul here, 
cloes not mean II all 
Ge II t i I e s" but only 
n those GenLiles who 
knew not God," for lhose 
to whom he wa~ writing 
were, for the greater 
part, (hmtiles. 
As in other pla,ces, 11 Gen­
tiles" were all those, 
who were not. "Jews.'' 

"' &o bewond- The word is 
only fonnd fn the N.T. 
and means "to outrun," 
rendered ••transgress" 
in the R.Y. 

u Defraud. 1.r. over-re;1,ch 1 

originally to get more 
than one's own share. 

1, Brothar, Not his 1,Jood relation, but 1my\iue of the brethren, his fellow-Christian. 
16 IR Ill' nratter, Rather, "in the matter," i.r. the matter of which I have just 

written. 
The verse means "tha.t no man shoulcl injure another, in ·his _moral purity, or 
married happine.ss." 

17 The Lord. God himself. 
u 01 all s■ 1111. Lit. "of all the•e things." 
H Forewar,1ad. R;;ther "declared unto you" or "told yoti plainly." As here used, 

there is no i,lea of foretelling in the word. 
2' Testified- "liorne witness" or "solemnly affirmed." 
n U■cleannass, i.e. Imrmrity. Hod had a purpose in calling ns, a.nrl that wa~ not lo 

lead a life of impurity, in thought, word or deed. 
2Z Holiness1 i.P-. Sanctiflcu.tion, nr consecru.tion lo Gocl's .5ervice. The same Greek 

word as "Sanctificat,ion 11 in verse 3, 
2J Despiseth. The wor<I means "treat ;is of no aecount" or better as iu the R. \'. 

"reJecteth." Tile things rejected ;;re the injunctions and warnings given ahove 
by l'a11I, as the minister and messenger of God. 

21 The sin of uncleanne~:-1 or fornication referred to in the preceding verse~ is 
threefold: it is a sin aga.in.,t God, in that it defiles the presence of the Holy 
Spirit (1 Cor. vi. 15-19); a:,:ainst his neigh hour, in that it defrands him of his HWll 
(1 'l'hess. iv. 6); and against himself, in that it tlegrndes his own body (1 Cor. vi.18.) 

Paul urges them to brotherly-love and quiet industry. 

(Chap. iv. vv. 9-12). 

9 But as touching 'brotherly love, ye 
need not that aJ write unto you: for ye 
yourselves are taught of God to love one 
another. 10 'And indeed ycdoit toward all 

"• see R.Y. a.nil Note p. ~O. 

1 Brotherlr love. The affec­
tion borne by Christiu.ns 
to Christians, a virtue 
(·ttrrierl out t-o so great a 
degree in lh~ early !lays 
of Chrisli;rnity, that even 
their t•nemie:-i i;iairl, "8ee 
how 1-hese Christians love 
one another." 

2 vv. I and 1 O, There is no necessity to write to you upon brotherly love, for not 
o~ly are you ta.ught by God Himself to love one another, hut you indeed carry out 
His command much further, for you extend your love to all the brethren through­
out Macedonia, 
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the brethren, which are 'in all Macedonia: 
but we "beseech you, brethren, that ye 
c,increase more and more ; 11 And that 
ye 1study 'to . he quiet, and to do your 
own bus;iness, and "to work with your 
own hands, as; we "commanded yon ; 
that ye may walk 'honestly toward them 
that are without, and that ye may have 
"lack of nothing. 

h, r, d, see R. V. and Notes p. 41. 

11 

3 In all Maoeda■ia. Tb ere is 
but little doubt that the 
Gospel preached atThes­
Rnl<lnica, Philippi and 
Berccu. ~pread, in ll short 
time, tbToughout the 
whole province of Mace­
donia., antl t.ha.t in every 
village, there were email 
bi>nds 11f Cbristio.n•. A 
similar ext-em-lion due to 
S. Paul's preaching of 
Christianity afterwards 
•pread from F.pheeus, for 
",.n they that dwelt in 
Asia, bc1ml the word of 

the T.1ml Jesus, h<lUI Jews and Greeks" (Act• xix. 10.) 
4 Study, i.e." sl.rh-e" or" endeavour eu.rnestly." 
• To ba •uiat. Avoid excitement and live contentedly in peaceable employment. 
" To work. etc. A command to the members of the. Church at Thessalonica., who had 

neglected their ordinary work, owing to misconceptiQn, in regard to Uie Second 
Coming of Christ, which, they h1«l come to helieve. was close at ha.nd. From this 
verse, we lca.rn, that tho members were chiefly of the Ia.houring class, au<I. not the 
cultured rich. 

1 Ha■HII~. i.e. hecomingly, uprightly n.nd honourably (see Acts xx. M aJl(l Eph. iv. 28.) 
' Lack of nathin~. Every outward want, hoth for living an,l for charity, being 

supplied O)' your own honest la.bour. 

Paul!s answer to certain questions. 
13 But ••I__ would not have you 'to be 

ignorant, brethren, concerning 2them 
which 'are asleep, that 'ye sorrow not, 
even as ''others which have no hope. 14 
'For if we believe that, Jesus died, and 
rose· again, even so them also which 
dsleep in ,Jesus will God bring with "Him. 

(Chap: iv. vv. 13-18). 
1 To be i~noranl. Several 

perplexities, re~n.nling 
the Secornl Coming, had 
arb;;en among the 1.'bea-
98.loniu.ns. ·They were 
uncertain as to the time, 
which Lhe majority 
believed to be close at 
han,I or within a few 
yea.r,g. '11hL~Y were also 
i II great doubt, as to the 
part, if 11,uy, those of 

a, b, c, d, sec R. \'. antl Nc)tes p. 41. them, who ha.d ,lied in 

the faith woulcl h,n-e in the Secon1\ Coming. S. Paul, in this chapter, wishing to 
remove all their tloubts, ma.kes t..hree statcnumts in referent•e to lhe Seconrl Arlvent. 

(11) The :,,econd Coming of Christ would giv,• no a.d.-anta.ge or preredence to 
those who were living, but Urnt the <lead in Christ, i.e. the saint,, would 
rise first. 

(b) The ariler of event.a on tho.t great day would be, 
(a) The glorious appear.1.11,-e from heaven of Christ and his angels. 
(h) The re-appearance of the saints or thn•e who had died in the faith. 
(c) 'l'he union of the living Christians o.nd l,he risen saiuts in the air, 

with Christ and the angels. 
(c) The Day of His C<lming wonlt! he sudden, i.,. unexpected. 

2 Th111 wt,ich are aslaap .. The original Greek of the best MSS. reads "those, who 
from time to time, a.re laicl to rest." 

:1 Ye sorrow not. S. Paul' does. not mean "all sorrow" hut only that "despairing 
sorrow" which does nni, look beyond lhe grn.ve, 8Uch aorrow as that of those who 
ha.,·e no hope, or belief, in a. future life. 

' Others, i.e. the rest; the heathen. 
' Versa 14. "If, as we believe, and aci,or.ling to onr faith we do so, that Christ 

dierl :1.1Hi rose a.gain, so also shn,ll Bia true servants rise again with Him. 
• Hi111. Jesus Christ. 
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15 For this we may say unto you 7by 
the word of the Lord, That "we which 
are alive and 'rerrw,in. unto the coming of 
the Lord, shall 1rwt "pre-vent them which 
are asleep. 16 For 10the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven 11 with a "shout, 
and with the voice of lJthc archangel, 
and with ttthe trump of God : and the 
1 'dead in Christ shall rise first : 17 1"Then 
we which are alive, 11and retna-in, shall 
be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, "to meet the Lord in the [l,ir: and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 
Wherefore, "comfort one another 1"with 
these words. 

e,J, g, see R.Y. and NoLes pp. 41, 42. 

who were dead, i.n rising aga.in.'' 

[rv. 15-18 

7 By the war~ al the Lard. 
Rather, 11 in a. word of 
the Lord," i.e. Paul says 
"In Gml'~ own words, 
through me, as His 
m011thpiet!e or meR­
senger." 

" We which are alive and 
remain. J.iJ,., 11 \Ve, i.e., 
the quick and those 
who are left over."' It is 
more th,m doubtful that 
S. Patti, in writing these 
words, had any expecta­
tion tha.t our Lord's 
~econd Coming would be 
In his lifetime. It i• far 
more likely, especially 
when we compare what 
he says in 1 Thess. v. 2, 
and 2 Thess. ii. 2, that it 
wa.sa genera.I statement, 
"That all who were alive 
a.t Hi• Se,wnd Coming, 
whenever that might be, 
should not precede those 

fl Prevent- From Latin 7,rc before and 1;f.nire. to come, t'.c. to come or go hefore1 hence, 
anticipate, preeede, ga.iu an advantage. The word has gradually changed its 
meaning from" to gn lH.~fore'" to itfl present usage of" to hinder," lf. 11 Prevent us, 
0 Lord, in a.II our doings" (Colle,t). 

10 The Lord Him&eH, Our Lord in His own personality. The "himself" Is for 
emphasis. It would be better to retain the cmler as In the original Greek. "Fur 
the Lord Himself, with a shout, with voice of archangel and with trump of God, 
shall descend from heaven." 

11 Witb. The sense is better expressed hy substituting "amidst." 
1~ A 1Plo■t- The original wurtl Ol'cttr.Fi nowhere else in the N.11. It denotes a" ~hout 

of command," a "'~igno.1-shout." 
•• Tbe Arcbangel. There is no article "the" in the original, it is simply "voice of 

archangel." The worrl "archaugel" is only men Linnell once more in the N. T .. viz. 
Jnde ver. 9, ":!\lichael, tbr. Archa.ngel." ,ve read, however, in 2 Thees. i. 7, "Jesus 
shall be re,·ealecl from heaven with His mighty angels," or in R.V., "with the 
angels of His power," and in Revelation x. 1, "And I saw ,mother mighty angel" 
flr in R.V. "strong angel." From these variou~ reu.dings, it ha.s been conjectured 
that there at·e degrees of power or rank among the angels, or different ,•lasses ol 
11ngele. 

11 The trum,, i.e. the trumpet. Not Go,l's trumpet or trumpet of God a.s belonging to 
Him, but the trumpet usecl in God's service (c/. 1 Cor. xv. 52, and ~fott. xxiv. 31). 

'·' Dead in Cbrist. Those who died believing in Christ, and therefore, In spiritua.l 
union with Him. "The dead in Christ," says Pan!, "shall rise before the living In 
Christ are changecl." 

Jtl Then, i.e. "Next/' or ' 1 Imme,Hately a.£terwa.rdt-i.'' 
11 To meet. Lit., 11 unto meeting." The very expre9sion used in Matthew xxv. 1 a111I 

6. - ◄ And went forth to me.et the bridegroom" and II Ho ye out W meet him." 
" Cllllllort. Encourage. 
'" Witll tllasa words. Rather, "in these words," i e. the truths which Paul hall juat 

written to them 
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Paul's Te~ching about the Second Coming of Christ. 
(Chap. v. vv. 1-11). 

5 But ngJ_ the 'times and the 'seasons, 
brethren, ye have 2no need that b I write 
nnto you. 2 For yourselves know 'per­
fectly that "the day of the Lord so cometh 
·'ii.s a thief in the night. 3 "]'or when 
they cf!hall s11y, 1 Peace and safety, 
"then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, as "travail upon a woman with 
child, and they shall anot escape. 4 ' 0But 
ye, brethren, are not in "darkness, that 
12tbat day should "overtake you as a 
thief. 5 Ye are all the "'children of 
light, and the "children of the day ; ''we 
are not of the night, nor of darkness. 6 
Therefore, let us not sleep, '"as do 1others; 
but let us "watch and be sober. 7 For 

"• b, r, d, e, f, see R. Y. a.nd Notes pp. 42, 43. 

1 Ti111as .. seaso■s. '"1'imes,'' 
the genera.I word deno­
tingdura.ti(1noft.heperiod 
yet to elapse, before the 
Second Advent : " sea­
sons/' a. portion of time 
fora. definite purpose, i.e. 
occurrences whi,:h will 
mark our Lord's Seconcl 
Coming. It isanHebl'ew 
expression in which the 
.i;eco,ul, not the flr8t, 
word is the more explicit, 
just as we use u The da.y 
n.nd hour• (compa.re 
na.n. ii. 21, and Act• i. 7, 
Acts iii. 19-21 R.V.). 

e No need. As S. Panl had 
previously told them, 
when he was with them 
a.t Thesaalonica, thi.t the 
time was a. secret, pur­
posely unruveo.letl, and 
tha.t it being sudden and 
unexpectetl, it behoved 
them to exercise constant 
watchfulnes~, so a.s to be 
always prepared (see 2 
Thess. ii. 5). 

" Perlaotly. Exactly, certainly. The s11me word is used in :Matt. ii. 8, "Search 
diligently"; Luke i. 3, "perfM,t nmlerstancling" (R. ,·." trneeci ffrs-uruJ£iu "); l!;ph. , •. 15, 
14 walk cirtuoo:pedly" (R. V. ~4 walk 1:arefully "). 

• TIie ,ay of the Lard, i.r. the Day of ,Jndgment. Also termed "That day" 
(2 Thess. i. 10). It is a common Old Testament expression (see Joel i. 15). 

5 As a thiefj i.,. suddenly: then le.~st exp~~ted ; when!!! fancied securi!,.~; resulting 
In great osa (see ~iatt. xxlv. 43, Luke xn. 39, 2 Pet. 111. 10, and ReY. m. 3). 

" For. Better omitted, not in bl!st MSS., and the description Is then continuous. 
' Peaae and safety, i.,. no care for the mincl, and bodily security. 
tj. Sudda■- \Vord only rn-ied here and in Lnke xxi. 34, where it is rendered "un-

a.wares" (R. \'., as a sno,re). It means'" by surprise" or'' um1.wures." 
9 Travail, Pa.in and snffering which is unavoitl1Ll>le. 
10 Ye. In contrast with Lhe "they" (who were not Christians) of the preYious verse. 
n Dark■ au, i.e. ignora.nce, moral wickedne!i~-
12 Thal dar. Lit. "the day," i.e. "The Last Day" or "Day of ,Jndgment." 
10 Overtake. Surprise you"" a thief. 
H Cllil•re■ of li1111t. A Hehrew expression denoting close affinity to light. c/. 

"Children of this world" (Lnke xvi. 8 and xx. 34). "Son of peacu" (Luke x. b). 
DI tlla day, i.e." of day" or" of daytime." These two expressions a.re a. slrenglhen­
ing of the statemenl in verse 4. 

u We are not of l.ba ■ighl, i.e. we belc111gnot to night and clnrkness, further emphasir.ing 
the statement. 

10 As do others, I.it. "as also the rest." 
" Waloh and be sober. "To watch" expresses wakefulness from sleep ; "to be 

sober" ls to be free from the sLupefying effect ofself-indnlgence. ,:f. 1 Pet. v. B. S. 
Paul is here repeating the comm1>nds of our Lord, "Watch, therefore, for ye know 
neither the da.y, nor the hour, wherein the Snn of .\Ian cometh" (.\latt. xxv. 13), 
and "To.ke heed to yourselve8, le:,it a.t any time your hearts be overcharged witb 
surfeiting ...... so that day come upon you nnawares" (Luke xxi. 34.) 
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they that sleep, sleep in the night ; and 
they that be drunken, are drunken in the 
night. 8 llut let us, who are of the 
day, be sober, 1'putting on the breastplate 
of '"faith, and love, and for an helmet, 
the hope of salvation. 9 For God hath 
not appointed us to 20 wrath ; but "1•to 
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.. 
10 "Who died for us, that, "'whether we 
wake or sleep, we should live together 
with him. 11 Wherefore, •comfort y01.tr­
selves together, and ";edify one another, 
even as also ye do. 

q, h, i, see R. V. and Xotes p. 43. 

[v. 8-14 

" Puttia1 ar.. The original 
means II Having put on" 
as a single act, never to 
he nnrlone. 

19 Faitb, lave and 1H11e. The 
three •·hief graces of a 
Christian; here given as 
forming his defensive 
armour. 
Breasl·Dlale, a ,·oat of mail 

as a protcC"tion for the 
chest and back. 

Helmet, a covering pro• 
tecting the head. 

'"' Wralb. The mauifest:.tion 
of God's anger a~o.inst sin 
at the Second Advent. 

21 To olltain salvation, i.e. to 
a.cqnire salvation by 
working it out through 
fo.ith in Christ Jesus. 

22 Who died for us. cf. the Nicene Creed "who /tn- us mcu mul for our 1alvatWr, .. , .. 
and 1.cti~ n,u·ijled also.ftrr w,,. nuder Ponlius Pi]ate. 

"' Whelher we wake or SIHD, i.e . .11ive or dea,t. S. Pan!, here ag,iin, shews the Thes­
salonians that :.ll those who died iu the faith of Chri.st, suffered no disa!lvantaga 
for that a.11, alive or dea.,t, at His Second Coming, would live 1Lgain aud be i~ 
union with Chri~t. • 

~• Edib one a.other. Lit. "buil,l np one a.nether." From the frequent application of 
the term u how,e" or "temple" to Christians as a body, the use of the verb "to 
build" is natnra.lly used t.o express growth, improvement aucl a.tlvn.ncement in 
Christian life and prin<'iples, . 

Teaching about Discipline and Social Duties. 

(Chap. v. vv. 12-15). 

12 And we beseech you, brethren, to 
'know tliem w.,hich labour among you, 
and -'.are over you in the Lor<l, and 
3adrnonish you; 13 And to esteem them 
'very highly in love for their work's 
sake ; and be at peace among yourselves. 
14 Now we exhort you, 'brethren, 
""warn them that are 'ttnruly, bcom/ort 

it> /J 1 see R. \-". and Notes, p. 43. 

1 Know. "\'a.lue," "a.ppre~ 
cia.te,·• ' 1 esteem." . 

2 Are over VOii• The over-. 
seers or preshyteri::1, who 
presidecl o v·e r the 
Christian Churches, 

3 Ad11o■iS11. "Reprove" or 
u warn." 

• Vari hiahl~- Lit." beyond" 
or"' exceedin~ly,'' '' more 
than." This 1s the only 
place in the New Testa­
ment where the original 
Greek worcl occurs. 

• Brelhren. Here, not only, the memhers of the Church, but also the ministers, over­
seers, or prei:cbyt~rs a.re addressed. 

6 Warn. The same Greek work as is rendered u admonish" in verse 12. 
' Unr■lw. "Disorderly·• as given in the rnargin of the A.\". It is a military term, 

deuoting sul1liers who would not keep their ranks. ,'3. Paul eviclently here refers 
to those who, being impresse,l by the suppose,! cuming of Christ, neglected their 
ordinary duties :.ml refused to work. 



v. 15-28] THESSALONIA.NS. 

the feebleminded, support the weak, be 
•patient toward all men. 15 See that 
none •render evil for evil unto any man ; 
but "ever "follow that which is good, dboth 
among yourselves, and to all men. 

c, d, see R. V. a111l Notes p. 44. 
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s Render, i.e. "give back/' 
11 return/' 11 repay," or 
"requite/' n/. Romans 
xii. 17 "Rocampm86 Lo no 
mun evil for evil" ; and 
again 1 Pet. iii, S. "Nat 
rBndering evil for evil," 

9 Follow. Lit. "pnrsne" as though the object de.sired were escaping, and required 
ehasing, before it could he obt1•ined. 

Advice to the Thessalonians and 
(Chap v. vv. 16-28). 

16 Rejoice evermore. 17 1 Pray without 
ceasing. 18 T n 'every thing give thanks : 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
•concern-ing you. 19 Quench not the 
Spirit. 20 Despise not 'prophesyings. 
21 Prove all things ; hold fast that which 
is 'good. 22 Abstain from •all ·'appear­
ance of evil. 23 And the very God of 
peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray 
God your whole spirit, and soul, and 
body, be preserved 'bla1neless unto the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 
Faithful is he that calleth you, who also 
will do it 25 Brethren, pray for us. 
2G Greet all the brethren with an holy 
kiss. 27 I d"charge you by the Lord, 
that this epistle "be read unto all the 
'holy brethren. 28 The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 'Amen. 

Benediction. 

1 Prar witllout oeasina. s. 
Pan! does not mean that 
the Thessa.Jonians shouhl 
pass the whole of their 
time in prayer, but, as 
in regard to S. Paul's 
.tha.nk~giving and prayer 
mentioned in i. 2 an<l iii. 
10, tire •pfrit of prayer 
shc111ld always be present 
with them throughout 
their daily life. 

2 I■ everythin1- In all eir­
cumstanres, whether of 
joy or sorrow j in pro!i­
perity or in adversity; 
111 Hiekness or in health; 
in poverty or In wealth. 

' Prophasrin1. This was one 
of the spiritual gifts of 
lhe Early Church. See 
l Cor. xii. 8-11: "For to 
one is given by the Spirit, 
the word of wisdom, to 

~~o~h~r b~t- • a.firo~t:~~ 
worketh ihrtt one an<l the 
same spirit." 
Good. The Greek word 
here used is a different 
one to that u~d in 

", b, e, d, e, see R. V. and Notes p. 44. verse- 15 "Follow that 
which is.good." Here it denotes anything beautiful or admimble i11 itself; in 
verse 15, smncthing beneHrent in it.~ action. ... 

5 Au•aara,ace. !\Ieans O shape," "fashion," or still better here u form." The Greek 
word is only usecl five time• in the N.T.; here, Luke iii. 22 "In a bodily shape like 
a dove"; Luke ix. 29 "The fashion of his countenance was altered" ; J oho v. 37 
"Nor seen his slmpe"; and 2 Cor. v, 7 "And not by ,iyht" (see R. \". comment p. 31.) 

o Cb&r1•· The original is a much •trnnger word and should be read "adjure." S. 
Pan! here put the Thessalo11i1ms upou their solemn oath before our Lord .Jesus 
Christ. This was not in <-Onsequence of any action of his readers, but from 
his own anxiety fnr their spiritual welfare, and the great importance of this, his 
first Epistle, which ha,t the command of the Lord Jesus. 

1 Be raad, i.e. Reacl at the public assemlilies of the Thessalonia.n convert•. This is 
scripture warrant for reacling the New 'l'estament in public worship, anrl this 
Epistle was in all probability the very first New Te.stament Ilook so read. 

• Arn■ - This wore! is not in a.ny of the best l\lSS. It was an after addition so as to 
be in harmony with other Eptatles. 

E 



THE 

SECOND EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE 
TO THE 

THESSALONIANS. 

TEXT AND NOTES. 

The Salutation to the Church. 

I Paul, and '8ilvanus and Timotheus 
unto the 'church of the Thessalonians, in 
God our Father, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ : 2· Grace unto you, and peacei 
from God our Father, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

(Chap. i. vv. 1-2). 
1 Silva■us an• Timolllr. Thi• 

F.pistle was despntched 
as the first in the joint 
names of Pan], Silvanus 
and Timothy. Still both 
Efiatles were the work 
o S. Paul alone. 
From being so sent, it le 
elea.r that the Second 
Epistle was written be.-

fore the end of 8. Paul's Seconcl Mi~8iouary journey, as after its r.onclneion we do 
not lln<l that Silva.nus was ever agnin in the company .,r S. Paul. 

2 Cbrcll of the fbessaloniallS, ale. 'l'he salutation is exactly the same as that in the 
First Epistle, ex<"ept that !,he word.a, "from Ood the J<'ather an,I the Lord Jesus 
Christ," which 11,rc omille<I from the First in the best M8S., are here and in other 
of S. Paul's Epistlee undoubtedly genuine. 

Thanksgiving for their spiritual growth, and their 

past conduct. (Chap. i. vv. 3-6). 

3 'We are "bound to thank God always 
for you, brethren, as it is 3meet, because 
that your "faith groweth exceedingly, and 
atJu,, 'charity of every one of you all 
toward each other aboundeth ; 4 So 
that we ourselves glory in you in the 

", see R.V. and Notes p. 45. 

1 We. Here O we" refers to 
Paul, Silas 11ml Timothy. 

• Bound to luak God. The 
thanksgiving is regarded 
as a II debt;' which mu~t • 
be 11i.,charged. The 
Apostle, as is his usual 
custom, praises his 
readers for their good 
work and spiritual pro­
gress, before he proceeds 
to censnre them, for their 
faults and shortcomings. 

3 Meet. There is a difference between tl honn(I "and II meet." 1'he former implies 
a moral obligation, and the latter a recognition of fitness and propriety. 

• Faith alld charity. In his fo'irst Epistle, S. Paul gives the three great Christian 
virtu~•• /"ieh_. lov, au~ lwpe (I '!.'~•••· L 3): her~ he _mentions two only, but the thir!I, 
hope, 1B Implied and mclnde<I ID 1x1twire, 'l'l'hH•h 1s here claseled with Ja;Jh but in 
tlie First with hope. ' 

• Chritr,.i.,. yonr mutui.l love 
16 
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"churches of God, for your patience and 
faith in all your persecutions and •tribu­
lations 1 that ye endure : 5 "Which is 
a manifest token of the righteous judg­
ment of God, that ye may be counted 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for 
which ye also suffer; 6 •Seeing it is a 
righteous thing with God "to recompense 
_dtribulation to t.hem that d_trouble you. 

b, c. d, see R. \", u.nd Notes p. 45. 
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• Cluolles of ao~. Those 
Churches in which S. 
Paul was at the time 
working, i.e. "t Corinth 
and other towns in 
Acha.ia... Jt'rom this verse 
we q,ay infer that S. 
Pim! ha.d founded other 
Church•• in the province 
of A,•haio. in addition to 
thatatCorinth. Probably 
one was at Cenchrea., for 
we flnd in Rom:1ns xvi. 1, 
"Phebe, our sister, 
which is a servant of the 
Church at Cenchren." 

Paul visited Cenchreo. during his Recon,J llissionary journey (see Acts xviii. 1B). 
"(Pan!) having shorn his Ima,\ in Cenchrea: for he hu.d o. vow." 

7 Thal y1 ead■re. The persecution., an,J tribnlntlona mentioned by Timothy in his 
report, not those which took pince when S. Paul wu.s at Thessa.lonit•a. 

' Wbichil, These words found in the Authorise,! \"erslon were not in the original 
Greek, and may he omitted, as what follows Is a clause in apposition with "Yonr 
patience and faith .... trihulutions," 

9 To t.co■,ma11, eto. In the life hereait"r Clod will recompense those who" afflict" 
in this world with "affliction," but those who are "affliete,I" here, with rest in 
the life lo ,•ome. 

Hope for their Future Life. (Chap. i. vv. 7-10). 
7 And to _you who are •troubled, 'rest 

'with us, when the Lord Jesus 'shall be 
revealed from heaven, with bhis mighty 
angels, 8 In flaming fire, •ta.king ven­
geance on them that 'know not God, and 
that "obey not the gospel of our Lord 
J, sus Christ: 9 "Who 7shall be punished 

• Rest. A notm, not a verb 
=-" ease/' "relier." "re­
laxation." This is not 
the •• regt" in the grave, 
bnt the "joyful rest" 
lifter the judgment ,lay. 

2 With ■ s, i.e. with the 
Apostle S. Paul and Iii• 
companions. 

'' Shall be. 111veale~- The 
revelation will he itt 
Christ's Second Coming. 

o, b, see R. \'. an<I Note• p. 45. • Taki111 Vtnl■a■CI- J,it., 
"giving or awarding retribution." This is the act of a righteous judge, not that 
of e.n avenging conqueror. 

·' Kaow not . . ollew aot. Two cl"sses : 
(a) Those who do not know Gorl, i.e. the unbelieving Gentiles, ·including those 

who lived in ignorance of a. tr11e God. 
(b) Those who obey not God, i.e. the unhelieving Jews au,l all !lentiles or Jews 

who refuse to live a life of faith in Christ. 
• Wllo. This includes both claaaes. 
' Sllall be p■nilhttl. Lit., "shall pay the p~nally," or as In R. V., "shall suffer punish­

ment." 
S. Paul makes two ,!istinct statements regarding this punishment: 

(a) It is everla8ti•g (or R. V., eternal). This is the only place in which Paul in 
any of his Epistles speaks of "everlasting destruction." • It agrees, how­
ever, with our Lord's tea.ching, for we read, "Their worm tli~th not" 
(Mark Ix. 48), "These shall go away into 'ever fasting punishment."" (Matt. 
XXV. 46) .. 

Note the opp~site lot or award of the faithful, "But the righteous into 
life eterni>I" (Matt. xxv. 46). 

(h) It {,q baniffhmerit /ram God's preReuc~ aJ1d ylory. 'J1hi!-! a.Tsn agrees with our Lord'!-1 
teachiug, "Cast him into outer darkness" (Matt. xxii. 13), and the opposite 
award to the laith[11I, "So shall we e,·er be with the Lord" (1 Thess. 1v. 17). 
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with 'everlasting "destruction from ''the_ 
presence of tbe Lord, and from the glory 
of his 'power. 10 When he shall come 
to be glorified in bis "saints, and to be 
'admired in all them that believe (because 
' 0our testimony among you was believed) 
in 11 tbat day. 

r, d, t} f, see R. V. a.ml Notes p. 46. 

[1. 10-12 

' Destruction. This is not 
act n a I "a.nnihilatim;1," 
but II complete rnin."' i.r-. 
the deprival of every­
thing condnch·e to 
happiness. 

, Saiots. Those separated 
from the rnst of the 
world, and dedicated to 
God's aervieeat Ilaptism. 
This is the meanmg in 
the Bible i>nd also in the 
Creed of the Prayer 

Houk, hot in the Pra)·er Rook Ciifon,liu nn,l generally it la erroneonsly limited to 
the exceptionally holy, 

10 Our TIStirH■Y· The preaching of the Go.spa! of Christ to the Thessalonians by H. 
Paul an,! his companions, Silas an,I Timothy. 

11 Tht dar. The Day of ,Tndgment; the Second Advent. 

Prayer that they may be worthy of their calling. 

(Chap. i. vv. ll-12), 

11 'Wherefore also we pray a.I ways for 
you, that our God would 2count you 
worthy 'of "this calling, and fulfil &all the 
good pleasure of h;s goodrwm, and the 
'work of foith 'with power: 12 That 
"the name of 7our Lord Jesus Christ 
may be "glorified in you, and ye in him, 
according to the grace of our God, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

n, b, see R. \'. n.nd Note.R p. 46. 

I Wbw,rore. To which end. 
2 Cou■t ,ou wortllJ. 8. Paul 

does not pray th"t Ibey 
"may be worthy," for 
that could never he, but 
that they might be ad­
judged by God to 1,., 

;~"!~~{;,alfli~;ing re.lied 

" 01 this calling. Rather as 
in R. \'., "of your ,•ail­
ing," ,:.e. your summons at 
the Last Day to o. share 
in the heavenly inheri­
tance of all true Chris­
tians. rf. I Thess. Ii. 12, 

"That ye would walk worthy of Go,l, who hath co.lied yon unto his kingdom and 
glory." 

' Werk of faith, an active, living fo.ith, producing goo,! works. 

• Wit~ 1ower. Powerfully. 

• Th<I Name. Includes the nature an,l character of 011r Lord. r/. "Hallowed be Thy 
Name." in the Lord's_ Prayer. 

' Our Loni Jesus Chris!. Shoulrl read," Our Lor<! .JesLis," the worrl "Christ" not being 
in the original Greek. 

•Glorified. The gloriflc1'tion is of a two-fold nature. Christ wa.a Ln he glorified in 
them (the Thessalonian l'<mvertsJ ; an<l they were t.o he gloriOe!l in Chri•t when 
they entered into the fullness of His i,;lory. 
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Paul urges them to Soberness and Patience. 

(Chap. ii. vv. 1-3;. 

2 'Now we 2beseech you, brethren, 
•'b!J._ 1the coming of our Lord Jesus Chris', 
and by ·'our gathering together unto him, 
2 That ye be not b 0SQQn, 'shaken in mind, 
or be 'troubled, neither 'by spirit, nor by 
word, nor by •!_et_t~, as from us, as that 
the day of Christ is at hand. 3 Let no 
man ddeceive you '0by any means. 

u, b, ,·, d, see R. \", and Notes p. 47. 

' Now=liut. 
2 Besaeoll, "Entreat" or 

.. implore" as a. brother 
might, not as an apostle 
who would ha,·e a ril{ht 
to command you. 

> BJ. Not an adjuralion 
as in 1 The••· v. 'Zl. Nor 
does it mean " on behalf 
of others," but l' con• 
earning" or as in R. V. 
11 tourhing." 

4 The Co .. ing, i.e. the &cond 

~i:it~f Ch~istcond Ad· 

, Our patheri11 tlgJther. 'l'he Greek word occurs here only and in Heb. x, 25 "Nnt for­
Hakmg the assembling of ourselves together." Here then it- means the assembling to­
gether of the quick and the dead, to meet ourLor<l in the air, attheJudgment nay. 

• Soon- Rather" quickly" as in R.Y. (Hee note p. 47.) 
7 Shaku in rai ■ d, Agitatell so as to lose all l'easoning power. 
' Tnubled, Rather "terrified." 
" Hy spirit .... word , ... letter. S. Pa.ul here gives three ways in which the 

erroneous teaching was being sprearl among the 'l'hessalonlans, thu.t the Second 
Coming ol ChriHt woul<l take place within a short time : 

(ct) By U,e {;pfrit, i.e. by aome preten\led or fancied revelation of the Holy Spiri~. 
,iome person• no doubt deceived themselves as well as others hy this 
means. 

(b) By wo,·d, i.e. by some P.erversion, dist.ortion or exaggeration of S. Paul's 
re"! oral teaching whilst he was among the Thessaloniorns. 

(c) By kiler, i.<. l,} some epistle from S. Paul. This woul.t he one either forged, 
or one of which no trace remains, or his Hrst epistle that was misunder­
stood. A forged epistle would be the most probable. 

10 a, a■Y IIINIIS, In any of the three W"Y" of verse 2, by spirit, word or letter. 

Revelation of the Man of Sin, 

For 'that day shall not come, except 
there come a~l!. falling away 3.first, and 
•that 'man of sin be revealed, the ;son of 

a, I,, see R.V. ""d Notes p. 47. 

(Chap. ii. vv. 3-6). 
1 That dar shall not come. 

'l'he~e words were not in 
the original (lreek, but 
were rightly supplied in 
the A. V. for the correct 
completion of the sense. 

'l'he ll. V. instead supplies the words "it will not be." 
2 A tallina 1way. Before the Second Advent there would arise a. falling away or great 

a.poatasy from all true faith, true reli1t:ion, and the lrue God, of some of those 
who were within the Church of Christ, and of which S. Pan! had spoken to the 
Thessa.lonians, when he was with them. This apostasy would precede the coming 
or appearance of the lllan of Sin. 

' First, i.e. before the Second Coming of Christ-. 
• Man ot Sin. See note at end of this aection. 
' hn of perdition. A Hehrew expression signifying one depen<ling upon another, 

cf. Chihl of Belia.!. The same phrase is used hy onr Lord of Judas Iscariot, 
"none of them is lost, but the ,on of perdition" (John xvi i. 12), and 1lenotes one who, 
by hi• corrupt and sinful worka, is deserving or the destruction a.bsolntely 
destined for him. 
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perdition ; 4 .. Who opposeth and exalt­
eth himself 7above all tha.t is called God, 
or "that is worshipped : so that he "as 
God sitteth in the 10temple of God, 
'"'shewing himself that he is God. 5 12Re­
mernber ye not, that, when I was yet 
with you, I told you these things '! 6 
And now "ye know ,uwhat withholdeth, 
that "he might be revealed f"in· his time. 

,·, d, e,j, see R.V. and Notes pp. 47, 48. 

[n. 4-6 

" Wlla a,pose1.11. He who 
opposeth or as a sub­
atan tive "The oppo~er," 
i.e. the adversary-the 
adversary of God and all 
that is good. The Greek 
word used for "the op­
poser .. iM a close render­
ing of that for "Satan." 
Here, however, it is not 
Satan himself who is 
intended, for in chap. ii. 
ver. 9 it is said of the 
u opposer" that • 11 his 
coming is according to 
the works of Satan " 
(R. V.) me11,ning that lie i• 

.the instrument of Satan. So ju•t as Satan entered int<1 the hkrt and soul of Judas 
Iscariot, so he does into that of the Man of Sin (the opposer). 

7 .lbave. 'l'his word "above" is the prefix of the Greek verb, anti this verb should 
be rendered as in 2 Cor. xii. 7, where it also occurs, and the sentence would read 
"and exalteth himself above measure against all that is called Goel." The 
preposition "u.g-.i,inst" is the Greek E1rr, which naed with the accusative and" 
verb denoUng hostility should be renrlered "against." 
A comjlll,rison of S. Paul's description of the l\lan of Hin anti Daniel'• description 
of Antiochus Epiphanes shews striking resemblances. 

' Thal is wors~illllld- Held t<acrerl or reverenced. The s11me Greek word is rendered 
11 devotions" in Acts xvii. 23 •1 And beheld your devotions." 

" As 8od- Not in the original Greek ancl omitted in R.Y. 

10 n, T111pla. Although the word rendered "temple," may be applied _to the Inner 
Temple at Jerusalem, consisting of the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies, yet, as 
Paul a.I ways uses the term" temple" Hguratively, it is most probable that here he 
does not intend a. building, either Jewish or Christian, to be understood by his 
readers, but the Church of God as used by himself in 1 Cor. iii. lb-17 and that as a 
God, the opposer or l\lao of Sin will usurp and use all the divine dignities aml 
powers ul th"t Church. He ma.y have had in bis mind, the attempt of that mad 
Emperor, Caligula., about twelve years previously, to place his atatne in the 
temple in Jerusalem, which aroused such unspeakable horror in all Jews 
throughout the worl,I. S. Pu.ul may, indeed, have been in Jerusalem at the time. 

n S111wing. "Exhibiting himself as God," not" claiming" to be a God. 

" f111M11ber. A mild reproach to the 'l'hess .. Ioniaos, for if Lhey had but rememberetl 
l'anl'• Leachinl'(, they would not now have t,een in such perplexity regarding 
Christ's Second Coming and other matters. 

,, Te kHW, For he had told them &t 'l'hessa.lonica. 

1' Whal witllblHIII- That which hindereth or restraineth. "This is some power 
intermediate between Christ anti Anti-christ (The ~Ian ol Sin) which, without 
being deci,lerlly Christian, acts as a check on Anti-christ, such a• the principle 
of la.w or order, civil g,1veromeot or the like. Of this restmining principle, a type 
would be in the Roman Empire." (Ligh!foot). 

" Ha. 'l'he lllu.n of Sin; The Oppressor; Anti-chriat. 

Is In his time. LiteralJy, "In his season," i.e. in its proper time appol11le1! by God. 
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The Man of Sin. 

S. Paul's discour•e respecting the events that would precede the Second Coming of 
of our Lord is most obscure. This arises, partly, from its prophetic charo.cter, 
and partly Irom the foct that he had already explaiuecl the maUer to his 
readers (see 2 'l'hess. ii. 5), so th;ct what is vague and obscure to us, was, no 
donbt, much more intelligible to them. 

The chief points of H. Paul's prophecy may be found in the prophecies of D&niel 
a.mi also in the last discourses of our Lord: 

Da■iel. He writes ol " one who shall speak great words against the moBt High, and 
shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and 
laws" '(Dan. vii. 2.5). 

"The king sh&II do according to his will; and he sh&II exalt himself above every 
god, and •hall speak m11rvellons things ai;LLinst the Hoel of gods, and shall 
prosper till the inriignation be accomplished: for that, that is determined 
shall be rione" (Dan. xi. 36). 

"Aml he shall mLLgnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he 
shall a.lso stand up ap;-<1,inst the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken 

, without hand" (Dan. viii. 25). 

Dur Lard. "None of them i• lost but the son of perdition" (,John xvii. 12). 
"For false Christa and false propheLs shall rise, and shall shew signs ""'l wonriers, 

to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect" ('.\lark xiii. 22). 
"And many false prophets shall rise and shall deceive many! and because iniquity 

sha.11 a.bound, ths' love of many shall w"x colcl" (:llatt. xx v. 11-12). 
"Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he flncl faith upon the earth" 

(Luke xviii. 8). 
The end of the world or the Second Coming of Christ is no where spoken of, as 

oceurriug at any fixed date, quite irref;pective of its moral condititm and 
prospects ; bu't it will- he marked and prceeclecl by certain features and 
conditions that will render it a Htting if not absolutely necessary termination; 
when perhaps apparently nothing else can save the world from universal 
apostasy and the total extinction uf Christianity. 

H. l'aul himself in dealing with the question speaks of: 
(a) The falling away, i.e. a great apostasy. 
(b) The Man of Sin, Mau of Lawlessness, or :\lystery of Iniquity. 
(c) What wi thholdeth, i.e. one who restraineth. 

The po.rticulars 11:h·en of e1<ch in the Epistle is but inriefinite and vague to us, being, 
a• it were, a summary of wh!Lt he h&d already told the Thessalonians, for we 
read, "Remember ye noL, that when I wa• yet with you, I told you these 
things" (2 Thess. ii. 5). 

ne Great Apastasy. Concerning this we flncl : 
1. That it springs from within, i.e. the gre!Lt riefection in faith will be 

among tho•e who are i,ctually members of the Church o! Christ; 
2. 'l'hat it will rooch it• climax in the u.ppea.rance, reveh1tion, or full 

exposure, of the )Ian of Sin. 
The Greek «1l"O<TTarria means "a departure or defection from" some state or 

condition, and here refers to some great and widespread lallini: a.way from 
Christianity Lhat would oecur under one lea,Ier and which would involve many 
in its final destrncLion. The article in the Greek text shews that the u.postasy 
ha.d \Jeeu previously referred to. 

TIit Man of Sin. Of him we learn : 
1. That he is "a son of perdition," a term applied by our Lord to Jnd,ts 

Iscariot (John xvii. 15. See note p. 19). 
2, That he wlll be opposecl Lo all divine ancl sacred things and so also to all 

more.I laws. 
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3. That he will exalt himself above 11,ll that is called God. 
4. That he will exhibit himself as Cod, in God's Temple. 
5. That he will, as "the mystery of iniquity," possess and use all the powers 

of Sa.tan- 41 all lying power, signs aud_wmultH"s." 
6. That he is already exercising these powers, even in Paul's time. 
7. That he will hate truth and take pleasure in unrighteousness. 
8. That be will, at length, be fully revealed, as he truly is. 
9. That he will be consumed-brought to nuught-by the m,mifestatlon of 

our Lord J esns Christ, at HiH ~ecmul (.;oming. 
The term " ~tan of Sin" is a. Hebrew ex11res:iion1 meaning a man of emiueut 

wickedness or depravity. Tiu, article pretlxed iu the Uree1< renders it ewph,i.tic, 
and shews thaL S. Paul':i a.llu:-tion is to one whose penwna.lity .a.ml chnrc1.cter wn.s 
previously known to the Thessalonians. 

The question as to whether the" Man of Siu" refers tu some actu,i.l person and, if 
so, to whom it is applicable, or whether it is some active principle, has led to 
endless apeculatiou, !-mrmise and contro,·ersy. In lavth1r of its being n.n actual 
person the following among other reasons h,i.ve been adduced: 

1. 'fhe Messia.h wat-1 revealed in the person of Jesu~ Christ, so from verse 3 it 
is inferred by analogy that the l\lan of Sin will be revealed as a perflon. 

2. Our f..onl's own statement in John v. <13 "If anotber shall come in his 
own name, him ye will receive," implying a personal beiug. 

3. The similarity of S. Paul's words to those of the prophet Daniel. Daniel 
in his prophecies alluded to ,i. person, Antiochus J<:piphane<, so it is 
inferrml that IS. Paul was speaking of " person in the ".\Ian of Sin." 

On Lhe other hand, in verse 9, we fiml th,i.t the )Ian of Sin is descrilied as distinct 
from Satan, and it is most dilticult to see how any other personal being than 
Satan could be spoken of in the terms there stated, an,! again in verse 7, as the 
mystery of iniquity, he is said to be alrearly working, although as ~et 
unreve~led. 

TIit ana tllat r1111rainalh. Of this we are toll!: 
1. That he will hinder and be a check on the :\Ian of Sin and his works. 
2. That in doing so, he will ,lelay the climax and the revelation of the '.\Ian 

of Sin, until the time appointed by Got! Himself for Christ's Secuntl 
Advent. • ' 

l1llrprelation. From the early days of Christianity onwards to the present time, 
the term "l\lan of Sin" has been variously inler1iretetl as referring to such 
historical chard.cters as Nero, Mahomet, Napoleon Buonapa.l'Le, and others ► 
whilst "the Apostasy" was taken to mea.n Unosliciam, Ille :Papacy, the 
Reformation, el,c., und "the One tha.t Uestmineth" was claimed to IJe the 
Roman Law during the tt,pnan Kmpire or one of the many systems of law and 
government wl,ich have been founded upon its principles. 

The prophecy, however, regarded as a whole, is still awaiting fulfilment, as in 110 
case ha.v~ t.b8 ° .lla.o of :Sin" and his actions u.ppeared wor-king in conjnnct,ion 
with the spread of any great" Apostasy" and the develupmcnt of any special 
11 restraiuing inttnence." 

Severa.I characteristics of one or other of these three powers ma.y have iippeared, or 
have been manifested, at different times during the Christian era, o.y. in 
persecutions such as Nero's which almost crushed the Church out of existence; 
1n heresies, which ha.ve led vast numbers of people astra.y; in the rise and 
spread of false or corrupt forms of true religion; in misleading systems of 
philosophy or in the attempts of certain rulers a.s Malwmet or Napoleon, to 
establish a world-wide empire, lmt in none of these examples has s. Paul's 
prophecy, in its entirety IJeen fullllled, and no prophecy can be said to have 
been truly foltllled if the interpretation fail in one or more of its parts. Hence 
we may conclude that the real ")Ian of Sin" ha.s yet to be revealed as either 
the cauae or the effect of sows "great a.postusy," both being controlled in their 
progress and actions by some "restraining inHuence.'' 
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The End and Description of the 
(Chap. ii. vv. 7-10). 

Man of Sin. 

7 For the 'mystery of "iniquity 2doth 
already work ; only he wlictnow •"letteth, 
'will let, until he be taken out of the 
way. 8 'And t:1en shall •··•that wicked 
be 'revealed, whom the Lord 'shall 
dconsume with the •'spirit of his mouth, 
and shall destroy 1wlth the "brightness of 
h:s 11coming: Even him, whose coming 
is gIJ,fler the working of 12Satan, with 
13all power and signs, and lying wonders 
10 And with A"all deceivableness of un­
righteousness, 1 'in them that perish; 
because they received not "the love of the 
truth, 11tbat they might be saved. 

1 Mystery. Something u11-
known or beyond man's 
knowledge until the 
secret is re\lealed (com­
pare Ephes. iii. 3-5). 
" How that he made 
known to me the mystery, 
which in other ages was 
not ma.de known unto the 
sons of men, a~ it is now 
revealed unto his holy 
apostle 1m1l prophets 
by the ,-;pirit," and 
•· Myi,,1ter)'" i~ one of 
Babylon·.• names, in 
Rev. xvii. 3 : " \\'as a 
name written J-Irstery, 
Babylon I-he Great." 

2 Doth already work. h at 
the present time work­
ing, although in a secret 
manuer. 

" Lettal~. An obsolete ohl 
a, h, n, d, e, f, y, It, see R. V. and Notes pp. 48, 4~. Engli~h word 1 meaning, 

11 to hinder, prevent or restrain." In Lhe Greek, iL is the same wortl tha,t i8 
remlereci "withholdeth" in verse 6 of A.\". and "restraineth" in that of 
R. \.", \\Te find the word aliio used in F,xorlnH "· 4, u \Vherefore do ye~ the ~eople ' 1; 
Hom. i. 13, 11 I purpoaecl to come unto you, but was let" ~ Isaiuh xlih. 13, "I 
will work and woo shall wt it. We still use the word" let" with this meaning 
in the game of tennis, "a icr·· a service ball, which hitting the net, falls into the 
proper court. 

• Will let. Words not in original Greek u.nd not rc1Juired, as the verse should be 
re11,d, "The mystery of iniquity is already working in secret, but only until he 
who restraineth is removed." 

!i A11d then. "AH soon as" he that reatraineth is removed. "'then," etc-. 
6 That wicked. Literally as in It. V., "The lawless one." The one in whom the 

mystery is al ways working, the same as "The l\Ian of Sin"; the sou of perdition. 
T Revealed. "Exposed," .. .a.p1>t!tn unmasked ,, with all his crimes: and wickedne~s 

clear to all people. 
• Sbll oonsu111e. Ruther as in lt. ,·., "shall slay." 
9 With the spirit of his nrouth. i.e. with either II a. word -of eomma111I," •• ;u1 order,,, or 

"the mere breath from his presence." The latter is the more probable meaning. 
Jll Brightness. Rather as in R. V., "'mnnif€~tu.tion." The Oreek wonl used iK that 

from which we rlerive "J<:piphany," the shewing forth of our Lord to the Gentiles. 
11 Co•ina. 1 ' Presence ' 1 01 "a.rriva,l,' 1 a.s also in verse 9. IIere il reierA to Christ, in 

verse 9, to the :\Ian of Sin. 
U Sala■, The Devil, in whose per•onality 8. Paul evidently believed (cf. Rom. x.-i. 

20; 2 Cor. xi. 14: l Tim. i. 20; and l Thess. ii. 18). Sahm is here lhe instrument or 
moving principle that works in the ~Ian of Sin. 

13 All. 'l'h1a word refers not only to'' power," but. a.lso to H signs" ancl O wonders," 
as a.lso does the worcl 11 !yin~." 

1-& All deceivableaess. Rather, "all kinds of de,:cit,'" as in the R.Y., for "deceivable­
ne!-Js" is obsolete a.nrl rather misleo.ding. See Note nn R. V ., page 49. 

13 In. Rather .. for," as given in the lt. \'., for in all the best l\18S. there is no 
prepm~il.ion "in." . 

16 The love ol 1118 trulll. Not only did they refuse to accept the truth, i.e. Salvatio11, 
when it was offered to them, but they even ha.,I no desire for the truth, preferring 
error. 

17 Tut ther raint ie sawd. The natural result of their acceptance of the truth 
which God ofl'ers to all, lo accept or to refuse al tbeir will. 
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Fate of Unbelievers and their Punishment. 
(Chap. ii. vv. 11-12). 

11 And 'for this cause God ,shall send 
them '"s~rong delusion, that they should 
believe 'a lie : 12 'That they all might 
be Mdamned who "believed not the truth, 
but ·had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

a, b, see R. Y. u.nd Notes p. 49. 

, For this aause. Because 
they ha.d no love of-truth, 
"nd did not care whether 
things were true• or not. 

• S1r1n1 delusioa. Rather a.s 
the R. V., Ha working of 
error"; lit.., '' energy of 
error." A powerful ·emo­
tion or workin11 in the 
minrl, which pre-disposed 

them ·to error, i.e. to a.rcept error or false statements as the trnth. Thus, one sin 
leads to a.nd is punished by another sin. 

• A lie. Not a.ny lie, lint" the lie" in opposition to "the truth" In verse 12. The 
lie Is "the living lie" or the life of the ")Ian of Sin." 

• Thal. Refers to" God sha.11 senrl them a strong delusion," a• being the cause of 
"their being da.mned," a.net not II that they should believe a, lie." 

5 Da11111ad, i.e. judged. The word had, previous to the tiine of the Authnri>,ed Yeraion, 
no meaning of'" condemnation.'' This meaning graduaJly crept into it, in later 
times, so tha.t the R. Y. Translators replaced" damneil" here anil in other places 
by "judged." • 

• Believed IIOt the trutll, That is, "the Christian trnth." Notice that their offence 
was two-fold : 

(") Deliberate rejection of the truth, i.e. unbelief in God. 
(b) Pleasure in unrighteousness, which was tlie ca.nse of their unbelief. 

Thanksgiving, Encouragement and a Prayer. 
(Chap. ii. vv. 13-17). 

13 1 But we are •2 bound "to give thanks 
alway to God for you, brethren, beloved. 
'of the Lord, because God bath 'from the 
beginning •chosen you to 7salvation, 
through "sanctification of "the Spirit, and 
'"belief of the truth : 14 11 Whereunto 

L l•t- Marks the cmn­
mencement of a new por­
tion of the Epistle. 

2 Boand. r/. chl>J!. i. ver. 3 
for a. very sim1la.rexpres­
sion; and see Note p. If>. 

3 To give thanks- lnspite of 
,·erto.in disorders th"t 
had arisen in the Church 
of Thesso.lonica. 

~ Of tn Lord, that is, or "Jesus Christ." In the First Epistle Paul says," Beloved 
of God " (1 Thess. i. 4). 

• From 1,e ~egiffniq. Not from Lhe beginning of the Gospel, bul from Eternity (cf. 
Matt. xxv. M). 

• Halh chose■ . Rather as R. Y., "chose." 
1 Salvatin. Not final salvation, but "the way of salvo.lion," i.e. a. state in which 

they wonld, if they made proper use of their privileges a.nd opportunities, finally 
be sure of salvation. cf. "1'ha.t he hath called me lo this state of salvation . . . . 
continue in the same unto my life"s eml" (Ch.,rrh Calec/,i,mi). 

• TIit Spirit- The Holy Spirit or Holy Ghost. 
9 Sanotlfioalio■ of Ille Spirit. Holiness of life 
to Belief •I lb truth. Fa.ith In Christ. 
11 W111nuRID, i.e. to faith and holiness 
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he "called you 13by our gospel, "to the 
obtaii)ing of the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 15 'Therefore, brethren, "'stand 
fast, and hold the 10traditions which ye 
have been taught, whether by word or 
17our epistle. 16 Now our Lord Jesus 
Christ himself, and God even 1•our 
Father, which bath loved us, and bath 
given us "1"everlasting consolation and 
20good hope through grace, 17 21Com­
fort your heads, and stablish you in 
every 22good word and work. 

11-, see R.\". o.nd N'ote p, 49. 

25 

12 H• oaHed Yll■ • Not God's 
choice (ver. 13), for that 
was from u eternity," but 
hi.~ 14 Hummons or call '' 
ll'hich wu.s during Pa,nl's 
sta.y in Thessalonica. 

u Br o■r Bospel. Not the 
written Gospel, hut as 
in l The~:,i;. i. 5, u.nd four 
other places in the two 
Kpi•tles, the gospel of 
faith and good works 
preached by S. Paul and 
his companions. The 
word gospel in the N.T. 
simply means u good 
tidings of Jesus Ghrist 
and His Redemption." 
It was not applied to the 
.. written Go!lptthl," until 

the time of lrena,11s, ·i.e. towards the encl of the Second Gentury. 

" To the oblai■iltl. i.e. in order to obtain Salvation. This was by Ii ving a life of 
faith o.nd holiness. 

" Stalll fan. Keep firm in the faith, without wavering. 

'"Tr811itions. These a.re generally," statements delivere,I from one too.notherorally," 
i.e. by word of month; here the word mea.na "'l'he Gospel Truths," partly o,al and 
partly wrille11, ho.nded to you by me•sengers from God. 

17 O.r Epistle. S. Po.ul's First Epistle to the Thess1.Llonians, which they would have 
received and read some time before the time at which he wrote the 8econd. 

1' 0Yr Fath1r, which halb loved us. God shewed His love lo 11•, by sending His ~nn to 
,He for us n.nd redeem us Irom sin. 
Which, The neuter of the R<,lative pronoun "who," formerly used for persons as 
well as for things. • cj. "Our Father, which art in heaven" (T,Mil,', Pn,yer). 

19 Evwlastin1 consalatiH, Comfort which is never failing, in contrast with the 
deceitful and temporary comfort of this world. 

20 Good ltoH, i,e. clear hope of a future life. 

21 Ca■rerl rour harts. Here in the origin"'! Greek, there are two nominatives, "the 
Lord .Jesu:-1," anti "·Our Father," but the verh "comfort," contrary to tu~age, is in 
the singular. A similar case occurs in l Thess. iii. 17, where the two nominatives 
are" God himself our Father" o.nd "Our Lord .Jesus Christ" with the singular 
verb ' 1 direct." 
These two instances shew either" the nnil,y of Person between G"'I the Father 
and God the Son," or the arrangement of the words in the two sentences is to 
place extro. emphasis on the last nunn and so attract the verb into the singular to 
agree with the noun. 

H 81ed wer• a■d work, Both the Greek and the R. V. l1ave "work and word," a.s if 
the Apostle meant "l\lay Gu<i stablish you in every good work and indeed in every 
good word." 
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Paul asks for their Prayers. (Chap. iii. vv. l-2). 

3. Finally, brethren, 1pray for us, that 
2the word of the Lord a"may have free 
course, and 'be glorified, •even as it is 
with you : !<! And that we may be 
delivered from "unreasonable and •wicked 
men; for all men have not 'faith. 

a, b.' see R.Y. and Notes p. 50. 

1 Pray lor ■s. S. Paul here 
shewa his belief in the 
great power of prayer, by 
asking his readers, the 
'l'hessalunians, to pray 
for him and his two 
companion•. A similar 
re•1 nest is mat\~ in I 
Thess. v. 25. 

2 The word ol Ille Loni- The 
Gospel or good tidings 
preached by S, Paul, 
Silas anil Timothy. 

'' May llavl free cc,urse. Literally, "may ruu "long" or as in R. V. "may speed 
swiftly," so thaL everyt.hing impeding its prog.-ess may be removed. Perhaps there 
is an allusion here to Psalm cxh-ii. 15 '' Hi~ word rnnneth very swiftly." There 
"re, however, no direct quot«lions from the Old Testament in either of the two 
Epistles. Htill, S. P"ul, with his almost unrivalled knowledge or the 0.1'. has, no 
clouht, both here and in other iu~la,nce!S, unconsciously used its language. 8eealeo 
2 Thess. ii. 8 R. V. "Shu.11 slay with the breath or his 1111111th " a.nd comp1ue tha 
worrl with those of Isaiah xi. 4 "With the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked." 

4 le gtorified. Not only receivl' distinction and honour by making real converts, but 
also for its own good qualities which were in itself. 

' Even as it is with rou. An acknowledgment of the eagerness, fervour and a.ssurance 
with which lhe Thessalonians had- receiver! the Gospel from S. Paul and bis 
comp;,nions. 

H U•easonabla. Ol,stim.1.te and perverse. The "uureasonal;le u.ud wicked men 11 

were the unbelieving Jews who raised an uproar and so interfel'ed with~- Paul's 
work at Corinth (Ads xviii. 12-17) or the false memhen; of lhe Church '-'t Corinth 
whom Paul called "false aposlles, 1leccitf11l workers, transforming themselves 
into the apostles of Christ" (2 Car. xi. 13). 

7 Faith, i.r. rather as in R. \'."the faiU1." All men~either the unbelieving Je"is, 
who would not accept the Go::i-pcl and so had not the faith, or the Ia.lse brethren, 
who, although they had formerly accepted the Clospel, had fallen back into their 
prc,dous or original stale of heing without faith. 

Paul's confidence in the Thessalonians. 
(Chap. iii. vv. 3-4). 

3 But the 1 Lord 1s 'faithful, who "shall 
s~aolish you, and "keep yon from, 'cvi.b_ 4 
And 5we have confidence in the Lord 
touching you, that ye "both d9, and will 
Jo 7 the things which we command you. 

·,., see U. \'. Mui :'\otc p. 50. 

1 The Loni Jesus Christ. 
2 Faithful. In contrast with 

man's !"ck of faith, c/. 
"II we are J«ithles•, he 
a.hi,Ieth faitl!f,u" (2 'fim. 
ii. 13, R.\'.). 

" Thall stablisll. Sh"H give 
)'Oll tlrm reliance uvon 
God in your fu1th 
enabling you to live pure 
and holy lives. 

4 Evil The R. ,T. in the text gi"eM '' the evil one,'' making 11 evil" masculine and 
so deuoLing a J>ersmml being. If so it refers to II The Evil One" a.sin the Lord's 
Prayer, i.e. :satan Platt. vi. 13, R. \".) or "The ~fan of Sin" in 2 'l'hess. ii. 6. 
But the margin or the R.Y. ha.s "evil," which would then be neuter and denote 
evil generally, i.e. all sin and wickedn~ss. If so it fa in contrast wiLh '-' every good 
work aucl worrl " (2 1'hess. ii. 17). 

~ We have confidence, etc. Here l,. Pa.ul means "He has the best grounrl for trusting 
thl!.t they will be enable,! by the grace of Christ to alwai-s obey His precepts in a.ll 
maLter:i pertainiug to a Christian life." 

• Both do and will d,, i.e_ a• he is conHdent that the)· are at the present time obeying 
the commands he had given them, be tru•t• they will continue so lo do in the future. 

1 The 1hin1s, The precept• S. P"nl states in the following verses, 



III. 5-10] II TRESSALONIAI\S. 27 

Paul's Prayer for them, and his injunctions regarding 
the disorderly, idle and disobedient brethren. 

{Chap iii. vv. 5-15). 
5 And 'the Lord dire~t your hearts unto 

~the love of God, and into 'the patient 
waiting for Christ. 6 Now we command 
you, brethren, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; that ye 'withdraw'yourselves 
from every brother that walketb "dis­
orderly, and not after "the tradition which 
7be received of us. 7 For yourselves 
know how ye ought to ""follow us : for 
"we behaved not ourselves disorderly 
among you. 8 Neither did we eat any 
man's bread '0 for nought; but 11 wrought 
with '"labour and travail night and day, 
that we might not 'be chargeable to any 
of you: 9 Not because we have not 
1'"power, but to make ourselves an 
1 'cnsample unto you to dfollow us. 10 
For even when we were with you, th;s 

1 The Lord. Here " the 
Lord " is genemlly taken 
to be the Holy Ghost 11,nd 
in thnt case all three 
persons of the Trinity 
w,1111(1 be mentioned: 

The J.onl=Grnl the 
Spirit, the Holy 
Gho:il. 

Love of God~of God 
lhe Fathel'. 

Waitinl{ forChrist=for 
(:ocl the Son, Jesus 
Christ. 

</. 2 Thess. ii. 13, in 
which 
·Alway to God=Gocl 

the Father .. 
Beloved of the f.orcl= 

God the Son, ,Jesus 
Christ. 

Of the Spiril~God, the 
Holy Gho•t. 

• Th! Lave of God. i.e. the 
lo,·e that (lod hore fo 
them. so thnt they might 
copy it. 

' The Datient waitill!I I o r 
Christ. Ra tlier as in R. V. 
" the patience of Christ," 
i,P.. the endurance Christ 

so patienlly cxhihiterl, so they might follow His example ancl patiently ,•ndnre 
lheirinmbleH and perset•ulion!-i. 

t Withlllraw. •rhe worrl wn.s a. nautical exfression Higuifying 1 • to furl or ahorten st\il 1 ' 

hence" to hold hack"-'~ withdraw." t means "hold no intercourse wit,h '' i,,;ome­
what equivalent to onr expression II fight shy nf." 

~ Disorlerly. 0rij!:illally a militu.ry term "to bre!Lk out of rank." Living irregular 
lives, and not 1n u,c-r~orclance wi-th Chrh.;t'K precept.s. 

" The traditio■, The instrudions, or rnks of life, as given to the Thessalonians by 
R Paul. 

7 He. R. V. has I< they" in text and II ye" in rnn.rgiu. "They" cannot be ri~ht as 
the previous u everv brother" reqnireg :lo singular pronoun, 1Lnci if RO the A. V. is 
correct, meaning, the" 1lisorderly brother." 
If "ye,, is the correct readin,r, it ref era to the brethren u.t 'J'hessa.Ionica as a 
whole, to wham S. Pan! was writinl{. 

8 Follow, u1mitate 11 as in R.V. an1l ill PreYious instanres. 
" We ~ahaved Referrinl{ to S. Paul's conduct when he lived with them at ThcssrL• 

lonica; of whleh he gives two inst,ances, his orderly life and hi~ con~l.ant manual 
lal,our. 

10 For nought. "Free of cxp,ense" or II without, paying for it." 
11 Wro■aht, Worked. 
12 Labll■r and Travail. See Note on p. 4. 
13 Power. Right or authority to clem:rnd suf port. 8. Paul, ''" an Apostle, hacl this 

right of mainten11,nce, and o.lthongh he die not use it, he claimecl 1t in his Rpistle 
to the Corinthians (1 Cor. xi. 4-14), 

It Ensam,1e. See Note on page 2. 
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we commanded you, that if any "would 
not work, neither should he eat. 11 
'"For 11we hear that there are some which 
walk among you disorderly, working not 
at all, but are '"busybodies. 12 Now 
them that are such, we '"command, and 
exhort 20by our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
with quietness they work, and eat 21 their 
own bread. 13 But 22ye, brethren, "be 
not weary in well doing. 14 And ifany 
man obey not 21our word, by this epistle, 
"note that man, and 26have no company 
with him, that he "may be ashamed, 15 
Yet count him not as an enemy, but ' 
admonish him as a brother. 

[111. 11-15 

" Woul~ not. Better aa in 
R. V., 11 will not." Is not 
willing, or refuses to 
work. 'l'o work is a la.w 
of m1ture, and here Panl 
gives it as a law of 
Chri~tianih·. In his two 
Epistles, 8. Paul me.kes 
no less tha.n i,;even dis­
tinct allusions to hi• 
former teaching in 'l'hes­
sahmica. Th'e~e are: 
(a) The nece•sity of lead­

Ing a holy and godly 
lift, (l Thess. ii. 12), 

(b) i\~: c~i;!,~!~lont~~! 
would suffer affliction 
and t r i I.) u l a t. i o n 
(1 Thess. Iii. 3). 

(c)Abstinent'e from forni­
eaLion (1 Thess. iv. 3~ 

(if) Diligence in their 
nsnn.l daily work 
(l The••· iv. 11). 

(c) 'fhe sudden manifestation of the Secon,l A1lvenl (1 Thcss. v. 2). 
(/) Particuian, regar1ling the :\Ian of Sin and the gl'eM falling away from the 

faith (2 Thess. ii. 3-5). 
(g) That i,llenes• should not be supporte,l at the expense of industry 

(2 Thess. iii. 10). 
'" Far. 'l'h"t is, "because." The reason for introducing the preceding lP.w. 

11 We hear. S. Paul be.d either heard of these 1lefections from Timothy, who had 
rejoined him, or from the bearers of the First Epistle who ha,! relurnetl to him at 
Corinth. 

ii; l111Ybadie1. Lit., 11 persons who worked aurl to spa.re 11 ; those who were excitedly 
busy but performed no n.seful work. There is here a play upon the two Greek 
words, rendered ,. working,, aml "lu1~yb0tlies," the Jatter being a. compound of 
the former. H Busy only with what is not their own lmsiness., (PrC1/ea.,or Jowell), 
"Not busy, but husybo,lies" (llm-,uw,ortl,). 

19 co .. ■a■d ... exhort. We command, i.e. "order" )'on, ancl as if Paul feared that 
was too !'itrong, he added, "we exhort/' i.e. u beseech'' you. 

• 0 ■w, Rather, as many 1118.'l. have "in." "We beseech yon in the Name of onr 
Lord Jesus Christ." 

,, Tllair own bread. u Their own" i~ very emphatic. Not other people's brea.11, b11t 
their own, for which they bad worked. 

22 ■•t ye, irelluen. In contrast to those who walk disorderly. 

2:1 ■• not waarr, or as in the margin, 11 Faint not." 

" Gur word by this E1i1ll1. "Our commands or pret,ept.,, as contained in this letter 
sent to you." 

" lfolethat man. Set a mark upon him, so that he m••Y see, th"t his conduct <loes not 
meet with your approval. 

•• Hlve no 00■1any. Exchule him from social intercourse, as well as from your 
meetings and the celebration of the Eucharist. 

~1 May ba aslia■ed. Be sorry and reform. 
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Paul's Benediction and Conclusion. (Chap. iii. vv. 16-18). 

16 Now the Lord of pea.ce himself give 
you peace '"always, by all means. The 
Lord be with you all. 17 The 'salutation 
•of Paul, with mine own hand, 'which is 
the 3 token in every epistle : so I write. 
18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all. 'Amen. 

", b, see R.Y. and Noles p. 5L 

1 llwavs, etc. At a.II times 
,.n<I in every way (see 
Note p. 51). 

2 Sal■tation. S. Paul nsua.lly 
dict11te1l his t<.:plstles to 
a.n ema.nuensi~. The con­
clndin~ words he wrote 
with hIS own hand. , 

> Token. Mark of a.uthen­
tlca.tion which would be 
afterwards placed in 
every genuine t<.:pistle. 
1'his was necesso.ry, u:i H 

is probable a forged Epistle had been sent lo the Thessalonians "" if from S. Pa.ul 
(2 'rhess. ii. 2). 

• W~ich. 'fhis refers not only to the Salutation, hnt to the whole of the conclusion 
u.ft.er i.he wortl II all." 

·' l■1n. This is an after addition to the text. Not found in the he,t MSS. 



THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE 
THFSSALONIANS. 

COMMENTS ON THE REVISED VERSION. 

'.' From God our Father a.nd the Lord Jesus Christ" 

R.V. omitted. 
(i. 1.) 

The,e words do not occur in the best MSS., and consequently were 
omitted by the Revisers in the R. V. They were, no doubt, added 
in the A.V. so e.s to be in a,;rreement with the salutations in the 
other epistles of ran!. [See Rom. i. 7; 1 Cor. i. 3 ; 2 Cor. i. 2; 
Gal. i. 8 ;_Eph. i. 3; Phil. i. 2; etc.] 

"In the sight of." (i. ~.) 

R.V. Before. 
The expression 'tµ1rp<J1r9t 1, roii 8rnti occurs several times in this 

epistle. In the A.V. it is variously rendered, e.g. "In the sight 
of" - "in the presence of''-" before." These renderings a.re all 
of equal value or meaning, so the R.V. in order to be consistent 
has adopted the one "before" in every place, where it occurs. 

"Beloved, your election of God." (i. 4.) 

R.V. Beloved of God, your election. 
The rendering as given by the R.V. is the better, as it follows the 

11.atural order of the Greek. By connecting "of God" with 
"your election" the .\.V. disturbs this and supposes an ellipse of 
the verb E,,,a, "to be" which is highly improbable. 

u We were among you." (i. 5.) 

R. v. We shewed ourselves towards you. 
The Greek verb is not 1,pt ,,, "we were" but l.ytvf18'1j1EI' "wo 

becan:e ,._ .. we were made." The A..V. followed the tra.nsfation 
of the Vulgate quales fuerimus "what manner of men we were.'' 
Hence the correction, a.e in the R.V. 

" Followerfl:' (i. 6.) 

F 

R.V. Imitators. 
The rendering" followers" of the A.V. does not at all represent the 

meaning of the Greek word µ1p11ral, i.o. '' those who closely 
obserrn and adopt the ways of some other pernon" The R. V. 
rendering "imitators" follows that of the Vulgo.te imatores, 
derived directly from the Greek and expresses the meaning of the 
Greek original as no other English word can do. 

31 
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'' Were." (i. 7.} 
R.V. Became. 

The R.V. rightly renders the Greek verb yuitrOat as" became" 

11 Sounded out." (i. 8.) 
R. V. Bath sounded forth. 

The Greek verb is here in the middle voice, a.nd moons "to sound 
forth" as thunder, and, as it is perfect tense, not imperfect or 
Aorist, the R. V. correctly gives the rendering "hath sounded 
forth." 

" Spread a.broe.d." (i. 8.) 
R.V. Gone forth. 

The Greek verb meo.ns "to come out"-" to go ant" hence "to go 
forth." The R.V. rendering" i~ gone forth" is beUer than tha.t 
of the A. V. "is sprea.d ahroe.d." 

"Shew of." (i. 9.) 

R. V. Report coiieernlng us. 
Here again, the Revisers wisely follow the transla.tion of the 

Vulgate, which ha.s annunciant" announce," as its l'ender:ng of tb,e 
Greek verb, by giving the rendering " report concerning us '.' 
Here the real meaning of the Greek is "to make known openly" 
-" decla.re publicly "-a.nd this should be followed by the 

preposition "a.bout." or "concerning" not by II of." 

"The." (i. 9.) 
R.V. A. 

There is no definite a.rticle in the original Greek, nor is one 
required, llS 1be Apostle is showing tha.t God is II living and true" 
in contradistinction to the •• idols " previously mentioned, which 
were "lifeless and false." 

"Delivered us." (i. 10.) 

R.V. Delivereth us. 
The Greek is (,u,,µwor, the present pa.rticiple, hence the R. V. present 

tense•• delivereth us." 

"Ent.ranee." (ii. 1.) 

R. V. Entering In. 
In 1 Thess. i 9 both the A.V. a.nd the R.V. ha.ve II entering in" a.s 

the rendering of the same Greek word e.s is here used. The 
Revisers, therefore, for consistency give "entering in" as in the 
previous instance. 
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"Was not in vain." (ii. 1.) 
R.V. Hath not been found in vain. 

The R.V. rendering is the better, as it was the character of his 
teaching, not the result, to which Paul was alluding, as iI "Ye 
know that it has not been empty" i.e. "without purpose or 
earnestness." He did not mean as is suggested in the A.V. tbat 
"the results of his teiwhing were not in va.in or useless." 

''Were.'' (ii. 2.) 

R.V. Waxed. 
The verb contains the idea. of growth or increase, hence the R.V. 

rendering " we waxed bold " is to be preferred. 

'' With much contention." (ii. 2.) 

R.V. In much conflict. 
The idea. ol the original Greek word is "with strenuous effort" 

hence "a.mid struggles and difficuHies" and so as given in R.V. 
"in much conflict." 

" Was not of deceit." (ii. 3.) 

R. v. Is not of error. 
The Greek ?TAan1r mea.ns " of error"-" of delusion" and may 

in certain cases me11,n "that which leads into deceit," but in the 
N.T., never "deceit" itself. Hence the A.V. is clearly wrong 
and the R.V. rendering, which follows the Vulgate and Wycliffe's 
Bible, is to be preferred. 

" Were allowed. " (ii. 4.) 
R. V. Have been approved. 

The word rendered in the A. V. " allowed " signifies " tried "­
" tested by fire" as gold is tested, hence " 11pproved." In old 
English, "allowed" ha.d this meaning cf. "That y~ allow the 
deeds of your fathers." (Luke xi. 48.) Here, in this verse,. I.be 
word implies both proving and approving; hence R.V. correction. 

"Put in trust." (ii. 4.) 

R.V. Intrusted. 
The Greek word is passive infinitive so R. V, rightly renders it "to be 

in trusted." 

Trieth.'' (ii. 4.) 

R.V. Pl'Dveth. 
The word rendered "trieth" in A. V. is the same as the one rendered 

" a,llowed" in the earlier part of the verse (see note above). 
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"Used we fla.ttering words." (ii. 5.) 

R.V. Were we found ·using words of flattery. 
A better, if more literal, rendering the.n that of either the A.V. or 

the R. V. would be " Come we to share in using speech of flattery " 
as tho "found " in the RV. conveys some idoa of being detected, 
which was quite absent from Paul'sintention. The word rendered 
in A. V. "flattering" is a genitive, and it is better so to render it 

"Nor of men sought we glory." (ii. 6.) 
R.V. Nor seeking glory of men. 

The Greek word rendered " sought we" is a participle depending 
upon "came we" of the preceding verse, and the R. V. is correct 
in so rendering it. 

"Among." (ii. 7.) 
R.V. In the midst. 

The Greek iv (1EITW here usecl is a substantive, meaning "in 
the midst of,' and is much stronger and more accurate than 
"among." 

''Her." (ii. 7.) 
R. V. Her own. 

The words in the original ra ia1J6j,;; rfrva are emphatic and 
should be rendered, as in the R. V. "her own children." 

"Willing to ha.ve imparted." (ii. 8.) 

R.V. Well pleased to impart. 
The Greek verb is the one generally used in speaking of God's "good 

ploosure" so tha.t the "well plellSed" of the R. V. is to be preferred 
as it implies more than simply" willing.'' The tense to be used 
is the English present "t.o impart," not the perfect " t.o have 
imparted." 

"Were." (ii. 8.) 

R.V. Were become. 
Here the verb, in the Greek, is the same as in (i. 5) and should be 

rendered" we were made,"·• we were become," This the R. V. does. 

"Would not be chargeable unto." (ii. 9.) 

R v. Might not burden. 
The Greek means" to put a burden upon," "to load," or" to become 

burdensome to anyone," and so the R. V. rendering is t.o be 
preferred, although that of the A.V. may be defended, on the 
ground that Paul working as a tent-maker could support himself 
and so not become "chargeable," or 8 bqrden, upon ,he 
'l'bes~oni!)ns. 



COMMElNTB ON THE REVISED VERSION. 35 

"Justly," (ii. 10.) 

R.V. Righteously. 
" Righteously" is here a bctl;er rendering of the Greek ou:aiw!:, 

thAn "justly." See also 1 Cor. xv. 34, Titus ii. 12, and 
1 Peter ii. 1!3, where it is rendered " righteously" in both the 
A.V. and R.V. 

"Among." (ii. 10.) 

R. V. Toward. 
" Toward " you is the better and more correct rendering. 

"Exhort.ed and c,omforted, and charged every one of you." (ii. ll.) 
R.V. Dealt with each one of you, exhorting you and 

encouraging you, and testifying. 
The reading of the Authorized Version is somewhat faulty. In the 

original Greek the construction of the sentence is wholly 
padicipial, there being no finite verb. The A.V. turns the 
participles into a verb. A finite verb being necessary, the R.V. 
supplies one e.s in the preceding clause-E.yEl'f/8111uv, rendered, 
"dealt with," and as the participle, whioh the A. V. renders 
"charged" is neuter, it means testifying, and is so given by R.V. 

"Because when." . (ii. 13.) 

RV, That when. 
The " that " of the R. V. is better than ''because," but "in that" is 

perhaps to be preferred to either. 

"Word of God." (ii. 13.) 

R.V. Wo:rd of the Message. 
The literal tra.nslation of the sentence is "That when ye receive 

from us tho word of hearing, (R. V. word of the message), the ward 
of God." "OI God" by its position is emphatic and in apposition 
with "of hearing," 1md requires in English the repetition of" the 
word." "Word of hearing" becomes "word of the message" as 
being heard and from God, it is appropria.ted a.nd ma.de their own. 
The rendering of the R.V. is therefore much clearer than tha.~ of 
the A.V. 

"Received." (ii. 13.) 
R. v. Accepted. 

Two different Greek words 1rapaAa/36vrEr.; and {Oil,at1(h occur in 
this verse. Both in the A.V. and other English Bibles, a.re trans­
lated by the same English word, "received." The R.V. trans­
lates the former" received" and the latter" accepted." 
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"Effectually." (ii.13.) 
R.V. Also. 

In the Greek the particle 1.:ai preceding the verb emphasises that 
verb. Hence the R. V. rendering "also worketh " is much nearer 
the original, tha.n the "effectually" of the A. V. 

" Followers." (ii. 14.) 
RV. Imitators. 

See note on "followers" (i. 6) on p. 31 

"Like." (ii. 14.) 

R. v. The same. 
Ta al/Ta = these things, as Paul wrote ; not such t,hings, !IS given 

in the A,V. 

"Have." (ii. 14.) 
R.V. Did. 

The" have" of the A.V. iB not in the original, but was insert,ed in 
the A.V. to agree with the English perfect tense" have suffered" 
preceding it,. In the Greek, the tense wa.s Aorist and in R.V. 
rightly rendered "suffered." The past II did" was then inserted 
in place of "have," in the following olause. 

"Their own." (ii. 15.) 

R.V. The. 
The Greek has nothing to represent" their own." The original text 

is best rendered as in the R. V. by "the prophets." 

" Ha.ve persecuted us." (ii. 15.) 

R.V. Dl:'ave us out. 
The A.V. a.nd previous English Bibles followed the Vulgate persecuti 

sunt and have in the text" persecuted." The R.V. adopting the 
reading of tho Codex Beza.a a.nd other reliable MSS. give "drave 
us out" agreeing with the marginal rCO,ding "chased us out" of 
the Authorised Version. The original Greek word not only 
means" persecute" but also in addition'' pursue," hence•- drive 
or chase out by persecution." Paul here reminds the Thes­
salonians of his expulsion from their city. (Bee Act.a xvii.) 

"Might," (ii. 16.) 
R.V. May. 

The " may" of the R. V. is better than the II might" of the A. V. a.s 
bot,h the pa.rtioiplo "forbidding" and the infinitive "to speak" 
ha.ve II present signification in English. 
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"Being ta.ken from you." (ii, 17.) 

R.V. Being bereaved of you. 
The Greek verb here used only occurs in this place in the N.'1'. a.nd 

litera.lly should be "orphaned" or " torn away from," so the R. V. 
rendering is a peculiarly happy one. 

"Abundantly." 

R.V. Exceedingly. 
Although "the more abundantly" is a correct rendering of the 

Greek adverb; ye 5," in a greater degree"-" the more earnestly," or 
as in the R. V. " the more exceedingly •· is better a.nd more 
appropriate, when applied to an endea.vour to see the face of 
anyone., 

"Rejoicing.'' (ii. 19.) 

R.V. "Glorying." 
The R.V. is correct as "crown of glorying" or" crown of boasting," 

is much nearer the meaning of the Greek Ka11x{1a£wt; than the 
A.V. "orown of rejoicing." See Philip, iv. i." Dearly beloved 
and longed for, my joy a.nd crown" and a.lso latter part of verse 20 
"our glory and joy." 

" In the presence of " , 

R. v. Befol'e. 
"Christ." (ii. 19.) 

R.V. shews its consistency. See note on " in the sight of" i. 3, 
p. 31. 

The R.V. rightly here rejects the word "Christ" as being included 
on insufficient authority. 

"And our fellow-la.bourer." (iii. 2). 

R. V. Omitted. 
The description here given of Timothy varies in different MSS. 

One of the best, the Codex Vaticanus, has the words " our brother 
and fellow-worker in the Gospel of Christ." The Revisers in the 
R. V. adopted "our brother and God's minister" in preference to 
any other, but they add in the margin" Some ancient authorities" 
read" fellow-worker with God." 

'' Should suffer tribulation." (iii. 4.) 
R.V. Al'e to suffel' affliction. 

The same Greek verb, here in A.V. rendered "tribulation" is 
"a.flliction" in i. G, e.u example of inconsistency of the A. V. in 
not rendering wherever possible the same Greek word by these.me 
English word. See note 2 Thess. i. 6 and i. 7 on pp. 

The Greek word pi>...>...op£v, here used, often implies events 
coming to pp,ss by fixed necessity or divine appointment, which 
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is not clearly expressed by "shall" or •• should." This is not & 

prophecy of S. Paul's but only a genernl statement, "tha.t o.11 the 
fo.ithful must or a,·e to suffer o.ffliction." 

" Some ..... have." (iii. 6.) 
R.V. Any .... . had. 

The Greek 1rw~ means" ha ply"-" perchance"-" in any way" or as 
in R.V. "by any means," and the R.V. rendering is therefore the 
more correct ' 

The verb being 1 Aor. indic. act signifies an act which has actually 
taken place and which Paul could not affect in any way, the 
result of which in the next clause "should be in vain" was 
uncertain, so that the better rendering is that of the R.V. "had 
tempted you." 

11 ChariLy." (iii. 6) 
R.V. Love. 

The word rendered" charity" in the A. V. is aya1rq "love," which 
the Revisers rightly adopted in all co.ses inst.ead of "charity." 

11 Desiring greatly." (iii. 61 

"By." 

R.V. Longing to. 
The Greek word here used ha, a more intensive force than "desiring 

greatly"; iL is really "longing for," or "yeu.ming for." There 
are four ofoerinstances of the use ol this word in the New Te,;ta­
ment, and in every case, thcR.V., being consistent, has" longing,' 
whilst the A. V. has "longing" in one cas~ and "desiring greatly " 
in the others. 

(iii 7) 

R.V. ThPough. 
The preposition c1a with the genitive is here better rendered by 

"through" or" by means of,'' instead of simply "by."' Ilellce 
the" through•· of the H V. 

"Thanks,"' (iii, ll) 

R.V. Thanksgiving. 
The Greek word Evxnp,uriav is more Lha.n "thanks"_: it is 'grati­

tude"-" thanksgiving," i.e., the expression of gratitude to God. 
Hence R.V. rendering" thanksgiving." 

"Might." (iii. 10) 
R.V. May. 

The 2 Aorist infinitive ictiJJ should be followed by the present 
tense, not the past. Hence the" may see" of the R.V. is the 
more correct rendering. 
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".Even our Father," (iii. 13) 

u By." 

R.V. And Fathel'. 
The word "even" of the A. V. is no rendering of the Greek i.:cu, so 

it was omitted in the R.V. e.nd II and" substituted as it, equiva­
lent, whilst the "our" was placed before God as qualifying 
both II God" and II Father" in accordance with the Greek idiom. 
So the '· before God even our Father" of the A. V. reads II before 
our God 11nd Father," as in the R. V, 

(iv. 1) 

In ..... Even as ye do walk. 
The Greek preposition is iv meaning "in" or II through," not 

11 by," as.in the A.V. 
The words II Even as ye do walk" a.re not in the A. V., but were 

11,dded by the Revisers after careful i:onsidemtion of the best 
Greek MSS. 

"So." (iv. 1) 

R.V. That. 
The "so" is in no Greek text and not required; the " that" placed 

before " ye " is the " that" repeated which is after " the Lord 
Jesus·• in the former part of the verse. 

"Commandments." (iv. 2) 

"By." 

R.V. Charges. 

The Greek is 1rpayycXiar which originally meant an II announca­
.ment," then II the giving of a mesS11,ge" or "p1uticula.r direc­
·tions "; hence as here "charges." The R.V. gives the correct 
rendering of the Greek. 

(iv. 2) 

R.V. Thl'ough. 
The conunn.nds were not given directly by our Lord or by Paul, 

but were our Lord's commands given to the Thessalonians by 
means of Paul. 

The Greek preposition ~ta is here used w;th a genitive of the 
instrumental cause and so should be II by the oorvice of "-"by 
means of"-" coming from." The Vulga.te gives per" through," 
which was rightly adopted by the Revisers. See also 2 Thess. ii. 
14 " Through our Gospel." 

'' Should.·' (iv. 3) 

R.Y. Omitted. 
"Should" is not required, n.s the sense of the verse is, '· It is the will 

of God that ye <lo abstain" or simply "that ye a.bstt>in," not 
"that ye should abstain." 
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" Possess his vessel." (iv. 4) 

R.V. Possess himself of his own vessel. 
The Greek verb is not" to possess," as given by the A.V., but" to 

gain possession ol" or "to obtain the mastery or control over" 
his vessel, i.e., his body. The Greek pronoun rendered "his" in 
A.V. is empha.tic,and should be a.sin R.V. "his own." 

"(In the) Lust of concupiscence." (iv. 5) 

R.V. Passion oflust. 
The R.V. renders literally two Greek words-iv i1rtl:Ju11ia,: in 

evil desire, i.e., "passion," a.nd rralJu, of ungovernable desire, 
i.e., "lust." The A.V. rendering follows Tynda.11 in takings word 
from the Vulgste which, although used in St. Paul's Epistles, in 
Bhakespea.re and other writers, never came into genera.] use. 

" Go beyond and defraud." (iv.6) 

R.V. Transgress ana. wrong. 
Original Greek genemlly rendered "to be covetous,'' A. V. gives 

' defraud." The rendering in the margin" over-reach" would be 
better than the simple ''wrong" of the R. V. 

"Such." (iv. 6) 

R.V. These things. 
The .R. V. is much more clear and definite than the ambiguous a.nd 

obscure phrase "of a.II such" in the A. V. 

"Unto holiness." (iv. 7) 

R.V. In sanetiftcation. 
The A. V. "unto holiness" points to the attainment of the virtue, but 

it is not so, as the Greek preposition iv, means "in," not "to" 
or "unto " the wa.y of holiness or sanctification. 

" Despiseth, despiscth." (iv. 8) 

"I." 

R.V. Rejecteth, rejecteth. 
The R.V. is correct. The A.V., here and in other places, follows the 

Vulgate 'spemit' and uses the word "despiscth." Other old 
English Bibles agree with the A.V. 

(iv. 9) 
R.V. One. 

The verb in the Greek is in the infinitive with an indefinite, and 
should be rendered indefinitely in English, so the "one" of the 
R. V. is to be preferred to the "I" of the A. V. 
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"Beseech." (iv. 10) 

R.V. Exhol't. 
The R.V. rs correct, u.s the Greek here rendered "beseech" is in 

verse 1 the sa.me, a.nd rendered "exhort ' by both A. V. and R. V. 

" Increase." (iv. 10) 

R.V. Abound. 
The same Greek phrase occurs in verse 1, a.nd is there rendered 

"a.bound more and more" in both A.V. u.nd R.V. The R.V. 
is therefore correct. 

"Commanded." {iv. 11) 

(iv. 2) 

(iv.13) .. )." 

R. v. Chuged. 
See Note on" commandments," p. 39. 

R.V. We. 
Almost all the authorities agree that the Greek text should rea.d 

"we" not "I," agreeing with the "we" chap. i. verse 1. The 
R. V. follows the me.Jority. 

"Are asleep." (iv. 13) 

R.V. Fall asleep. 
The change me.de in the R. V. is due to the Translators e.dopting the 

reo.ding of the ma.jority of the best Greek MSS. which give the 
present participle of the verb instee.d of the past participle as in 
verses 14 a.nd 15. 

"Others." (iv. la.) 

R. v. The rest. 
The Greek origina.l is oi J\.011rni "the rest of ma.nkind," so 

al.so we find the same Greek in Luke xvii. 11 rendered in the R.V. 
"the rest of men." " The rest " of the R. V. is to be preferred to 
the ''others" of the A. V. in both places. • 

"Sleep." (iv.U.) 
R.V. Al'e fallen asleep. 

Here the Greek pe.rtioiple rendered in A.V. "which sleep" is 
present and denotes an a.ction now taking place. The R.V. 
rendering is much better the.n the A.V. "sle{lp." A better 
rendering still would be " are falling asleep." This would clearly 
express the meaning of the Greek. 

"Rema.in." (iv. 15.) 
R. v. That are left. 

The Greek word only occurs here and in Verse 17 throui:hout 
the N,T. In other writers the passive genera.Uy signifies "to 
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remain," "survive," "be left." Here it is the nominative plural ol 
the passive present participle and mea.ns "that remain," "that 
survive," or" that are left.'' No great advantage in making the 
change. • 

"Not prevent." (iv. 15.) 

R. v. In no wise pl"ecede. 
The fa.et is apparently overlooked in the A.V. that the combination 

of the two Greek particles ov 11nd fl-T/ incree.ses the force of the 
negation which should be rendered "not at all "-" by no means" 
or as in the R.V. "in no wise." 

•• And remain." (iv. 17.) 

R.V. That al:"e left. 
See note above on iv. 15. "Rema.in." 

"Of." (v. l.) 

R.V. Concel"ning. 
The Greek preposition ,rtpt, with the genitive is g~nerally 

rendered "about"-" concerning." The latter is a better rendering 
here than the "of" of the A. V. 

•· I wriLo unto you." (v. i.) 
R.V. Aught be WPitten unto you. 

See nol.e on iv. 9 "I write unto you." Page 40. 

"Shall say." (v. 3.) 

R.V. Are saying. 
The Greek verb Aiywutv is in the present tense and represents the 

e.ction as going on, whilst the A.V. "they shall say" rather 
denotes, that what they are saying is to be a signal that what 
follows is about to hap~en. The R.V. rendering is clearly the 
better one. 

"Not." (v. 3.) 

R.V. No wise. 
See note on "not prevent" iv. 15 above. 

" Children." (v, 5.) 

RV. Sons, 
The Greek text baa viol '{>wror: "sons of light" e.s in the R.V. 

According to the Hebrew mode of speech vio,; a son with a 
genitive of a. person, is used of one who depends upon ,.nother, or 
is his follower, descend11,nt, child or son, e.g. Luke xvi. 8, R. V. 
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"'Sons of this world": A.V. "Children"; Joho xii. 36, R.V. 
'· Sons of light": A. V. "Children of light "; Matt. xxiii., 15 R. V. 
"Son of hell" : A. V. " Child of hell.'' 

"Others." {v. G.) 

R.V. Rest. 
See Note on iv. 13 pa.ge 41. 

"To obtain." (v. 0.) 

R.V. Unto the obtaining. 
The R. V. iB correct, for the Greek Et<; 1TEpt1roi1Jo,v is a. preposition 

a.nd , ouu in the accusative e.nd should be rendered " unto the 
acquisition" or as in the R. V. "unto the obtaining" followed by 
the genitive" of salvation." 

"Comfort yourselves together." (v. 11.) 

R.V. Exhort one another. 
In spite of the marginal rea.ding of "exhort" this would be better 

rendered by "comfort" a.sit is simply a repetition of the precept 
given in I 'fhess. iv. 18. "Yourselves together" is a faulty 
rendering of the reciprocal pronoun. Should be "one another" 
as in R. V. or" ea.eh other." 

"Edify one another." {v. 11.J 
R.V. Bulld each other up. 

The Revisers shew inconsist.ency here, as in four other instances 
where the Greek word rendered "edify" occurs, both the R. V. and 
the A.V. have" edify." See 1 Cor. viii. 1-23, xiv. 4-17. 

"Ee.eh other" or "one another" in the Greek text is literally " one 
the other" an expression however equivalent to "each other." 

"Warn them that a.re unruly." (v.H.) 
R.V. Admonish the disorderly. 

Better rendered " lldmonished" as in R. V. The ea.me Greek verb 
is so reDdered '' a.dmonished" in ~he preceding verse 12 of the 
A.V. 

Rather " disorderly " as same Greek word is so rendered in 
2 Thess. iii. 11. 

"Comfort the feeble-minded." (v. 14.) 

R.V. Encourage the faint-hearted. 
The A. V. follows Tyndall, in rendering the Greek "feeble-minded." 

'I he word rather implies "lack of courage " than " feebleness of 
mind," hence the R. V. "faint-hearted." "Comfort" "8 in ver. 11 
should rather be " eI1coura15e " than " COil!lole." 
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'' Patient." ·(v. H.) 

R.V. Long suffering. 
The Greek word is not simply "be patient•· but shows the gentle 

u.nd forebee.ring patience so characteristic of Christian love (charity) 
hence o,s in R. V. "long-suffering" is a. good rendering of the word. 
(See 1 Cor. xiii. 4). 

"Ever." Bo~h among yourselves and to a.II men." (v. 15.) 

R.V. Alway. One toward another and toward all. 
The R.V. is a better rendering than that of the A.V. "Toward each 

other o.nd toward everyone," i.e. " To the Uhristian brethren 0.nd 
to a.II mankind." 

The alway or always of the B. V. id the better. 

"Concerning yon." (v. 18.) 

R. v. To you-ward. 
Toward is right instead of "concerning" o.s in previous verse, but 
why not render it " toward you" ? 

"All appearance." (v. 22) 
R.V. Every form. 

The Greek 'i,iiour cannot be "appearance" and that word in the 
A V. probably came from the Vulgate "species." It is rea,lly 
"kind,"' "species,"or e.s in R.V. ••fonn4" ' 
It is not what appears to be evil, but every kind or form of evil 
itself. 

"Blameless unto." 

R. v. Entire, without blame at. 
The A.V. takes the Greek i,>..o,p11pov "whole,"" complete."" entire." 

with ru 1rnvp.a "spirit,'" instead of with r1Jp1/fhi11 "may be 
preserved," as, following the authority of the best MSS., the R. V. 
does. Hence the R.V. rendering" may your spirit and soul and 
body be preserved entire, without blame at" is far more correct 
than that of the A. V. "your whole spirit and soul u.nd body l:e 
preserved, blameless unto." 

The R.V. "at" is the rendering of the preposition Ev not Ei, as is 
the "unto" o[ ~he A. V. Best MSS. have i "· 

"Charge." (v. 27.} 
R.V. Adjure. 

The rendering "adjure" is adopted into the R.V. text from the 
margin of the A. V. as being a better rendering of the Greek, the 
meaning of which is more solemn the.n "charge" and is translated 
"adjure" in Mark v. 7 and Acts xix. 13. 

"Holy." (v. '27.) 
B. V. omits as i, is not in the best 1\18S. 
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THESSALONIANS. 
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"The charity of every one." (i. 3.) 
R.V. The love of each one. 

For" charity" see note on "charity" iii. 6 on p. 38. 
" Every one." The Greek is h-u urov lit. " of everyone separately," i.e. 

as in the R.V. '' of ea.eh one." 

'' Trihula.tions." (i.4.) 

R.V. Afflictions. 
See note on 1 Thess. iii 4 "should suffer tribulation" p. 37 ond also 

notes on i. 6 and i. 7 below. 

"Seeing." (i. 6.) 

R. V. If so be that. 
The Greek word ,111:Ep is here used by Paul in a hypothetical state­

ment in which there is no doubt, so the R.V. rightly renders it 
"if so be that." It really is "if, as doubtless it is" and might be 
so rendered. 

"To recompense tribulation to them thal trouble." (i. 6) 

R. v. To recompense affliction to them that afflict. 
This is u. good example of a common failing in our Authorised 

Version of rendering cognate words io tbe original Greek by 
different English equivalents. 'l'he words here in the origina.l 
Greek for "tribulation" end " trouble" arc cognu.te, but this not 
so in the A.V. The R.V. however gives the meaning of the 
passage correctly by the rendering8 "affliction" and "afflict.'' 
Again in order to be consistent the R. V. has "affliction" agreeing 
with ''affliction" in verse 4. 

" 'l'roubled." (i. 7.) 

R.V. Afflicted. 
The R.V. translators here follow one of their general ruleR, to a.lwa.ys 

render the same Greek word, wherever pos.~ible, by the same 
English word. See A. V. " trouble " in verse (j rendered '' affiict. '' 

"His mighty angels." (i. 7.) 

R. V. The angels of his power in flaming fire. 
The Greek ~.,.,,,,,iw~· is better rendered by the genitive " of his 

power " than by the adjective " mighty." The words "in flaming 
45 
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fire" should be to.ken with "a.ngels of his power" not with 
"rendering vengc.1nce." It is the Second Advent not the 
Vt nge[l.nce of Christ, th[l.t is accompanied by fire 

" Everlasting." (i. 9). 

R. V. Eternal. 

"The presence," (i. 9.) 

R. v. The face. 
Tl,e R.V. rightly renders the Greek which is am, 1rpo1Tw'll'ov, "from 

his face" which the A.V. renders "from the presence·• In 
1 Tbess. ii. 19 the A.V. gives" the presence" as a rendering of the 
adverb 'f''ll'poulh,, "before," 

'" Power!' (i. 9.) 

R.V. Might. 
Greek word rendered" power," should be rendered" mighV' It is 

given in Isaia.h ii. 10 "the glory of his majesty" the Greek being 
the same. 

"Admired." (i. 10.) 

"Thi£1." 

R,V. Marvelled at. 
The A.V. follows the Vulgate reading" admirabilis fieri" which ii; 
renders" lo be e.dmirod." The original Greek ffor,p«<;etl' denotes 
"wonder" more than "admiration "and is so given in Wycliffe's 
Bible. Heuce the R. V. rendering is nearer the original. 

(i.11.) 

R.V. Your. 
The pronoun vpii!:" you" is very emphatic a.nd a.ffects both" count" 

and "calling" i.e. "Our God may count (you) worthy of (your) 
calling" a.sis gi\'en in R.V. 

" All foe good ple11Sure of his goodness." (i. 11) 
R. V. Every desire of goodness. 

The usue.l meaning of the Greek iviioda is "good will'_'-" kindly 
intent"-" tenevolence "-" plea.sure." The A.V. following this 
renders it " good pleasure" and to support i~s ren.di.og inserts 
"his" 1i.e. God's) before "goodness." Unfortunately for this 

rendering the Greek word for "goodness" occurs only tlirce times 
in the N.T. and in evtry case refers to man a.nd not," God." As to 
the mea.ning of ivi>oda in the R. V. see a'so note on 1 'fhess. ii. 8 
OD pa.ge 34. 
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"By." (ii. 1.) 

R.V. Touching. 
The A. V. and all English Bibles have II by," following the reading 

"per " of the Vulga.te, tre11,ting it e.s if it were e.n adjuration, e.s in 
Rom. xii. 1, where however the Greelr is ilm not il ,£71' as here. The 
Greek word mee.ns "on hebe.If of" but e.lso "in regBrd to," 11 con­
cerning" and as the R. V. has it in this verse II touching." 

"Soon." (ii. 2.) 

R.V. Quickly. 
The Greek is not•· soon" i.e. '' a.ft.er so short a tifne," but ''readily" 

or as R,V. "quickly" describing the manner of the verb II shaken." 

•· Letter.'' _{ii. 2.) 

R. \". Epistle. 
The R. V. throughout is consistent and always renders the Greek 

word, if singular. "epistle," but varies between ''letters" and 
•· epistles," in the plural. 

11 Deceive . . by any means." (ii. 3.) 

"A 

R. v. Beguile . . ln any wise. 
The Greek word rendered "deceive" implies very strong deception. 

The Revisers throughout render it •·beguile" ancl so does the A. V. 
in " As tho serpent beguiled Eve" 2 Car. xi. 3. 

that." (ii. S.) 
R.V. The . the. 

All English ver,ions have overlooked the definite article. The change 
of II a." into "the" completely alters the purpose of the sentence. 
In the second c11se the same article is rendered "that" in the A.V. 
and" the" in the R. V. 'l'ho purpose of both sentences is the same 
viz. "To remind them of the Apostle's previous teaching; not to 
stato a new prophecy. 

'
1 Y/ho/' (ii. 4.) 

R.V. He that. 
In the Greek used absolutely" He, that is the opposer" the advor,;ary, 

hence, as in R.V. "He that opposeth." 

•· Showing himself." 

0 

R.V. Setting himself forth. (ii. 4.) 

Th~ Greek verb does not denote II showing" in the sense of" proving 
or establishing that he is" but in the sense of "exhibiting himself 
as God." 
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"What wiLhholdeth." (ii. 6.) 

R.V. Which restralneth. 
The R.V. better expresses the Gl'eek which is" to hold or keep be.ck," 

"to hinder,"" to restrain," The·· withholdeth" of the A.V. ha.s 
somewba.t cha.nged its meaning as it now has the idea of keeping 
something from a person i.e." keep him from possessing it.·• 

"In his time." (ii. 6.) 

R.V. In his own season. 
In the Greek Et<; ro with the infinitive, is to be rendered "that he 

may," and uVrLJv iv rW iavruV f,:apW is " in his own sciason.)) 
With this literal renderi'ng, this da.rk p~ssa.ge becomes clear, as "Ye 
know that which restraineth, to the end tha.t he may be revealed 
in his own season." 

'' Iniquity." (ii. 7.) 

R.V. Lawlessness. 
The Vulgate has iniquitatis, which the A.V. follows by the reading 

"of iniquity." This is not an English rendering of the Oreet 
, an,µ,ai; "law breaking." The same word is rendered "trans­

gression of the law" 1 John iii. 4. Evidently the R. V. i~correet 

"Letteth." (ii. 7.) 

R.V. RestPaineth. 
The R. V. translators rejected the word "letteth" as obsolete. The 

verb rendered '· restraineth " is the same as the one in verse 6, 
rendered in A.V. "withholdeth." 

"That Wicked." (ii. 8.) 

R.V. The lawless one. 
The A.V. obscure the meaning by a common fault often found, viz. 

using different English words to translate the same Greek word 
Here the word rendered "that wicked " is ii,,oµor, the same word 
as rendered iniquity in verse 7. FI.V. correct. 

"Consume." (ii. 8.) 

R.V. Slay. 
The Greek verb is" to put to death,"" to kill,"-hence "to slay" a~ 

giveninR.V. 'The meaning "consume" as in theA.V.has no 
authority from the original. 

"Spirit." (ii. 8.) 

R.V. Bl'eath. 
Better to render it simply as R. V. "breath." 
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"Shall destroy with the brightness." (ii. 8.) 

R. v. Bring to nought by the manifestation. 
"Destroy" is the English rendering in the A. V. of no fewer than 

nine Greek words. The Greek i:arapy~uei used here, is 
usu11,lly "to do away"; lit. it means "to make barren or void." 
The R.V. "bring to nought," is far before" destroy." 

Again the Greek 'i1ritpuvna only occurs here, and in five other 
places in Paul's Pastoral Epistles where in the A.V. it is 11lways 
rendered "appeara.nce." The R.V. "manifesttLtio11" is much 
better tha.n the A.V: In this- verse it is "by the breaking forth 
of his coming." 

"After." (ii, 9.) 

R.V. According to. 
The R.V. rendering is a more accurate use of the Greek pre­

position. 

"Deceivablcness." (ii. 10.) 

R.V. Deceit. 
The A.V. uses "deceivableness" an obsolete word, which denoted 

"ability to deceive" not "liability to be deceived" EJ.s would be 
inferred from the suffix. The Greek rrnar'I in other places in 
the A. V. is rendered "deceit" and this the R. V. has followed. 

"Strong delusion." (ii.11.) 

R. v. A working of error. 
The Greek is literally "energy of deceit." The verb in verse 7 

rendered" doth work" is akin to the noun" euergy," '.J'he A.V. 
is quite wrong; God does not send them II strong delusion; Ho 
permits these "workings of error" to assail them. 

See also Note on 1 Thess. ii. 3 "Was not of deceit," p. 33 

"Damned.'' (ii. 12.) 

R.V. Judged. 
The Greek ~-pdtwu,v here rendered "might be damned," is better 

rendered as elsewhere by" judged," for in the Greek there is no idea 
of condemna.tion. As the English verb "to damn" ha.s acquired 
a much sterner meaning tha.n it had at the time of the tra.ns­
la.tion, the R.V. uses a more a.pposite word in "judged." 

" Hath given everlu.stiug consolu.tion." (ii. 16.) 

R v. Gave .... eternal comfort. 
The "gave" of the R.V. is the betber rendering of 2nd Aorist 

participle of /!iowµ, "to give," 
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The Greek noun 1rap1h·A.71utl' me,.,ns "consola.tion," "solace," 
"comfort"; the a.djective alw,-fa,, "without end," "never to 
cease," here used in a. temporal sense in contrast to the fleeting 
na.ture of earthly joys, hence "eternal comfort" gives the best. 
she.de of the meaning of 1rapr't,·X71rr!l' a,w,•ia,,. 

"Mo.y have free course." (iii. 1.) 

R. v. May run. 
The R.V. gives tho literal meaning of the Gr~ek, following the 

Vulga.te currat. The A.V. followed Tyndall who gave" may have 
free P,a.ssage," but had the literal" may run" in the margin. 

•· Wicked." (iii. 2.) 

R.V. Evil. 
The Greek word 1rov71p1k ethically is " evil," and the R.V. is 

correct. 

"Keep you from evil." (iii. 3.) 

R.V. Gual'd you fl'om the evil one. 
Here the A.V. simply renders a1ro ,ov 1ro1111poii "from evil,. 

ignoring the emphatic article rnv ·• the." Thus the expression 
should read" the evil one," i.e. the Devil or Satan. (See 1 Joh111 
v. 18.) 

"The evil one" is the father of the " evil men " of verse 2. 

"Follow." (iii. 7.~ 

R. v. Imitate. 
See Note on "followers" (i. 6) on page 31. 

"Be cha.rge,i,ble to." (iii. 8.) 
R.V. Not bul'den. 

See Note to "He cha.rgeable unto" (l Tl.iess. ii. 9) page 34. 

(iii. 9.} 
R.V. Right. 

The Greek word used, not only means "power" in its usual 
accepta.tion, i.e. "ability to do a thing," but here denotes "11, 

positive and acknowledged right or authority over others." 'l'he 
R.V. consequently here and in 1 Cor. ix. 4 and 12 renders I-he 
word "right." 

"Follow." (iii. 91 

R.V. Imitate. 
See Note on i. 6 on page 31. 
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"Alwe,ys, by e,ll meo.ns." (iii. 16.) 
R.V. At all times, in all wo.ys. 

Both the A.V. and the R.V. adopted the same Greek re&ding, viz.: 
illa 1ran-0G fl,' 1ravrl rpu1r'f' which rendered literally is, "at all 
times, in every way." Both the A.V. and the R.V. renderings 
ho.ve practically the a&me meaning, but the R.V. is the simpler 
o.nd the more symmetrical. 

"Of Paul." (iii. 17.) 
R.V. Of me P&ul. 

The A. V. is incorrectly rendered. It is, a.a if "Paul" were genitive 
after "salutation," but this is not so, for by a common Greek 
idiomatic expression, it should read, " The salutation-by the 
hand of me-Paul." The same words occur in 1 Cor. xvi. Ill and 
Col. iv. 18, where both the A.V. and the R.V. agree in their 
renderirrg. 
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EXAMINATION QUESTIONS. 

1. SENIOR CAMBRIDGE PAPER. 

1. Give some account of the founding of the Thessalonian Church. 

2. Give short accounts of Timothy and Silvanus. Sbte the connexion 
of each with the Thessa.loni1m Church. 

8. Give a short Rummary of St. Paul's teaching ss contained in these 
Epistles on 

(a) the Coming of the Lord Jesus. 
(b) the General Resurrection. 

What doctrina.l and moral errors in the Church to which he is 
writing is it meant to meet? 

4. What reasons have you for accepting these Epistles as the genuine 
work of St. Pa.ul ? 

5. Shew by a ma.p the positions of Achaia, Macedonia., Philippi, Athens. 
In what contexts are they mentioned in these Epistles ? 

6. Write notes on the following, gh·ing the Revised Version whore 
necessary:-

(a) Labouring night and day, because we would not he chargeable 
unto a.ny of you, we preached unto you the Gospel of God. 

(b) For ye a.lso have suffered like things of your own countrymen, 
even as they have of the Jews. 

(c) He therefore that despiseth, despisoth not man, but God. 

(d) Abstain from all appearance of evil. 

(e) Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyi11gs. 

(f) We beseech you . . . to know them which 
are over you in the Lord. 
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2. SENIOR CAMBRIDGE PAPER. 

J. What re[erences are there in these EpisUes to persecutions in: the 
Thessalonian Church? Illustrate by references to the history of )ts 
foundation in the Acts. 

2. How does St. P,ml describe his manner of life among the 'J'hesse.lonian 
Christians and his method of dealing with them? 

3. What may we gather from these Epistles as to the reasons for St. Po.ul's 
writing each of them? 

!l, Give in your own words St. Paul's teaching to the 'fhessalonians':on 
the Second Advent. What practical lessons does he draw from this 
teaching? 

5. Either quote from 1 and 2 Thessalonians two referonce8 to each of 
the following subjects: (a) the Christian ministry; (b) the Resurrection 
of our Lord; (c) the duty of prayer; 
or, state the terms in which St. Paul commends the Thessalonian 
Church in these Epistles. 

G. Ei:plain the following passages:­

(a) But Satan hindered us. 

(b) God hath called us , unto holiness. 

(c) We . shall not preYent them which are asleep. 

(d) Despise not prophesyings. 

(e) Abstain from all appearance of evil. 

(J) Which is the token in every Epistle. 

Note auy important variations in the translation of the passages (c) and 
(e) in the Revised Version. 
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3. SENIOR CAMBRIDGE PAPER, JULY. 

1. Give some account of the community addressed in these Epistli:s. 

2. What can be learnt from these Epistles as to St. Paul's previous 
relations with the Thessa.lonians? 

3. Shew what was St. Paul's conception of" the Coming of our Lord J esm 
Christ" and of the results of His Coming. 

4. Explain St. Paul's teaching as to the duty of work, and why it was 
necessary for him to empho.size it. 

5. Discuss briefly what St. Paul weant hy the "man of sin." 

6. Shew from these Epistles the method ™1opted in the primitive Church 
to secure a. high standard of conduct among its members. 

7. Give the teaching of these Epistles as to the person and functions of 
the Holy Spirit. 

8. Explain foul" of the following passages, giving the context, and 
the rendering of the Revised Version where there are importont 
differences:-

(a) For labouring day and night, because we would not be 
chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the Gospel 
of God. 

(b) Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, we thought it 
good to be left at Athens alone. 

(c) We which are alive e.nd remain unto the Coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which are asleep. 

(d} We beseech you, brethren, to know thorn which labour omong 
you, and are over you in the Lord. 

(e) For the mystery of iniquity doth already work; only he who 
letteth will let, until qe be taken out of the way. 

iJ) The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which is tho 
token in every Epistle. 
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4. SENIOR CAMBRIDGE PAPER, DEC. 

1. Who were the Thessalonians to whom these Epistles were addressed? 
Shew the importance of the Church to which they belonged. 

2. What can be learnt from these Epistles, w; to St. Paul's motives in 
writing them. • 

3. What were the chief topics of St. Paul's first preaching to the Thes­
salonians, to which he refers, in these Epistles. 

4. Shew what were the chief anxieties of the Thessalonians " concerning 
them that fall asleep," and how St. Paul meets them, 

5. Discuss briefly what St. Paul me11ont by the" mystery of iniquity." 

6. Shew from these Epistles the nature of the org11,nization of the 
Thessalonian Church 11,nd the use which would be made of an Epistle 
from an ApoRtle. 

7. Give the te11oChing of these Epistles e.s to the person and work of· 
Jesus. 

8. Explain four of the following p&ssages, giving the context:-

(a) Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others 
when we might have been burden~ome, as the apostles of 
Christ. 

(b) And they please not God, and are contrary to all men ; for­
bidding us to spea.k to the Gentiles . , . . to fill up 
their sins alway, 

(c) For ye yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 
cometh as a thief in the night. 

(d) Quench not the spirit. Despise not prophesyings. 

(e) That ye be not soon shaken in mind . . . 
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, 

neither by 

(/) We command you, brethren . . . . that ye withdraw 
yourselves from every brother that w11,lketh disorderly. 
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5. SENIOR OXFORD PAPER. 

1. Give !I brief account of U10 foundation of the Church at Thessalonica. 
In what did the importance oI the city consist ? 

2. Give a summary of the injunctions 11,t the close of the First Epistle 
What can be inferred from them as to tbe existence of presbyters (or 
other overseers) in the Church? 

8. St!lte briefly St. Paul's teaching. 11,s given in these Epistles, with rega.rd 
to the Second . .\dvent. 

4. What evidence is there :-
(a) tha.t S. Paul was in distress at the time of writing these 

Epistles; n.nd 
(b) that he wa.~ encouraged by his remembronce of, a.nd by 

reports about, the Church at Thessalonica? 

5. Expla.in the following phrases, {Ind state the conte:d in which they 
occur:-them that are without-the breastplate of faith and love,­
the patience of Christ,-the sa.lut11tion of me, Paul. 

6. Comment on, and refer to, their context:-

(a) Paul and Silva.nus, and Timothy, unto the Church of the 
Thessa.lonians. 

(b) When we could no longer forbea.r, we thought it good to be 
leH behind at Athens alone. 

(c) The mystery of la.wlessne83 doth already work; only there is 
one that restraineth now, until he be ta.ken out of the way. 

(d) Note that ma.n, th11t ye have no company with him. 
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De Bello Gallko VJ .. l/­
Sallust's CaWine, 1/-
De 8enectnte, 1/-
Aenei,I I., lj-
Aeneirl II., 1/· 
Aeneid VJ., 1/­
Eutropius J. an,! II., 1/-
1-"ha.ec.lru~, 1:-
Nepos I., 8d. 
Nepos II., S.I. 

LATIN GRA~L'.IIAR­
Primer I., 1/-

" II., 11-
., 111 .. 11.-_ 

Preparation l.>a.pers, 8d 

Greek. 
Greek Accent, 1/- 1,et. 

French.? 
FRENCH GHAMMAR­

J'rirr.er I., }i. 
,. II. 1/­

Preparntion Papers. 8d. 

German. 
GEIIMA • GRAMMAR­

Primer I., 1/-
11., l/-
111., I/-

Mathematics. 
O. and C. Al.(etJra, 1/o 

ALGEBRA PREP. PAPERS 
Cambrirlge Preliminary, 6d. 

JnHiOl', 6d. 
,, Senior, 6d. 

Answers ditto, 6d. net (each) 

Oxfor,I Preliminary, M. 
Juuior, 6d. 

.. Senior, 6d. 
Answers (lit to, td. net (each) 

Arithmetic, 1/-
'res.ts in Aritbmeti~, 1/­
Commercial Arithmetic, bd. 
ll:udi.l llooko 1. and 11., 1/­
Companlon to Euclid, 1/­
Exa.mloation Euclid Book,, 

1-4, 1/-
Students' Complete Euc!ld,2/6 
0. & C. Ueom~trr, 1/6 
School of Art Goom•try, 1/­
)lensunnion, 1/-

Muaio. 
Theory of Music I., 1/· 

ll., 1/6 

Secondar,. Sch-la 
Rea;lstration. 

Admission Book, 2/­
Holl Book, l/6 
Class ~lark Hook, 'lib 
Pupils' Rdport Book, 3d, 
Papils' Ma.rk Hook, 3d. 

Relicloua Knowledge. 
St, llatthew, 1/6 
:St. Ma.rk, 1/6 
St. Luke, 1/o 
Acts J.-X VI., 1/6 
Acts XIJJ.-XXYIII. 1/6 
Acts Complete, 2/6 
Philippians & Peter 1.-II.,l/o 
Theasalonians 1.-\"I[., I/­
Exodus. 1/6 
Joshua., 116 
Ju,lges, l/6 
Samuel I., 1/6 
Samuel 11., 1/6 
Kings I., 1/6 
Kings 11., 1/6 
Rzra 1/-
Nehemi~h. 1/-
J eremia.h, I/-
Haggai, Bd. 
St .. Matth••~. 1/- net. 
St. Mark, 1/- n&t. 
SI. Luke, 1/- net. 
Acts ol the Apostle~. 

I.-X \I I., 1/- net. 
Acts of th<' Apostles, XIII. -

XX\'111., 1/- net. 

Chutch Ca.techism, 1/6 
Book of Common Prayer, 11-

Prepa.r&tioo Papers-
Luke, 8<I. Matthew, 8d. 
Acts, Bel. Mark, 8d. 

DOMESTIC ECONOMY, ETC. 
Housacralt fur a_Ms, 10d. net. I Cha.rt of Ox, 7 /6 
Manual of Cookery, Bd. First Ai,1, Sd. net 
Fishing Cha.rt, 6,- Horne Nursiug. Sd. net. 

I llome Health, Hyi:lene, 9d. net, 
Reel Cross Manual, 1/- net. 
Question•, First Aid, 2rl. net. 

Geo. Gill &. Sons will be pleased to send complete Catalogue and Specimen 
Coples on application. 

LONDON: GEORGE GILL & SONS, LTD., 13, WARWICK LANE, E.C 




