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N,O T E s 
ON 

I s A I A 

J SAIAH exercif ed the Prophetical Office during 
a long period of time, if he lived to the reign of 
Manafleh; for the lowefr computation, beginning 
from the year in which Uzziah died, when fame 
fuppofe him to have received his firit appointment 
to th~t office, brings it to 61 years. But the Tra­
dition of the Jews, that he was put to death by Ma­
naflch, is very uncertain ; and one of their principal 
Raqbins (Aben Ezra, Com. in If. 1. 1.) feems ra­
ther to think, that he died before Hezekiah ; which 
is indeed more probable. It is however certain, that 
l1e lived at lef.ft to the 15th or 16th year of Heze­
kiah: this makes the Icafr pofiible term of the dura­
tion of his prophetical office about 48 years. The -
time of the delivery of fame of his Prophecies is either 
exprefily marked, or fufficiently clear from the hif­
tory, to whjch they ,ebte: t!1:::.t of :J. few others may 
with fame probability be dcduccJ. from internal 
marks;_ from exprcffinns, delcr:pt:uns, and circum­
ftances interwoven. It may thcrdorc be of fome ufc 
in this ref pect, and for the better underftanding of~ 
his Prophecies in genern:, to gi·;c here a fummary 
view of the hiftory of his time. 

YoL. 1r. R The 



NOTES ON CHAP. J. 

The h..1r;gdorn of Ju<lah feems to have been in a 
more fl.ouriJhing condition during the reigns of Uz­
ziah and Jotham, than at any other time after the 
rcYolt of the Ten Tribes. The former recoYered the 
port of Elath on the Red Sea, which the Edomites 
hacl taken in the reign of J oram : he was fuccefsful 
in his wars with the Philifcines, an<l took from them 
fc'!"eral cities, Gath, Jabneh, Afhdod; as likewife 
againft fome people of Arabia Deforta ; and againft 
the Ammonites, whom he compelled to pay him tri­
bt,te. l,Ie, repaired and improved the fortifications 
of J ernfalem; and had a great army well appointed 
a.ud dikiplined. Ile was no lefs ::tttentive to the arts 
of pc:ace; and Y~ry much encouragell agriculture, 
and the breeding of cattle. Jotham maintained the 
eibblif1m1ents and improvements made by his Fa­
ther; added to what Uzziah had done in ftrengthcn­
ing the frontier places; conquered the Ammonites, 
who had revolted, and exacted from them a more 
ft::1.ted and probably a larger tribute. However, al 
the latter end of his time, the league between Pekah 
king of Ifrael an<l Rctlin king of Syria was formed 
~lgainfi J ud~h ; and they began to carry their defi.gns 
mto exccut10n. 

But in the reign of Ahaz his fan, not on! y all 
theCc advantages were loft, but the kingdom of Ju­
<lah was brou£ht to the brink of <leftrucl:ion. Pebh 
king of Ifrael ~unrthrew the army of Ahaz, who loft 
in battle 120,000 men; ancl the Ifraelites curied 
away capti,-es ::>.001000 women- and children; which 
howcnr were releaiecl, and font home ,~gain, upon 
t!te rcmonftrance of the Prophet Odcd. .!\Jr::r this, 
;,:s it ihoukl feem, (fee Vitringa 011 eh. n1. 2.) the 
two kinzs of Ifrael and Syria, j:>ining their forces, 
laid Jicg,: to JerufrJem; but in this attempt they 
taih::d uf (uccefs. In this diihefs Ahaz olled in the 
:,.:tifr:mcc o!· Tighth-Pilcter king 0f Ai!)·ria; who in-

v:.dcci' 
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vatled the kingdoms of lfrael and Syria, and Retfin : 
but he was more in clanger than eYer from his too 
powerful ally; to purchaie wbc,fe forbearance, as he 
had before bought his aflifl:ance, he was forced to 
ftrip himfelf and his people of all die wealth he could 
poHibly raife, from his own treafiuy, from the Tem­
ple, and from the country. Abo~1t the time of the 
1iege of Jerufalem, the Syrians took Elath, which 
\\-as never after recovered. The Edomites likewife, 
taking afh-antage of the tliH:rcis of Ahaz, ravaged 
Judea, and carried away many capti,-es. The Phi­
liftines recovered what they hall before lofi:; and 
took many places in J uclea, :rnd maintained them­
feh-es there. Idohtry \\"as eftablifhecl by the com­
mand of the king in Jerufalem, and throughout Ju­
dea; and the fen-ice of the Temple was either inter­
mitted, or com·erted into ,m i<lolatrous wodl1ip. 

Hezekiah, his fan, at his acceili.on to the throne, 
immecliatel y fet about the rdroration of the legal 
worf11ip of God, both in Jcru_falem and through Ju­
dea. He cleanfecl and repaired the Temple, and 
held a folemn Pa1loYer. IIe improYeJ. the city, rc­
paireJ. the fortification, crdl:ecl m:cga7,incs of all 
forts, anrl built a new aquccluf.l:. L1 the 4th year 
of his reie:n Shalmanefor king of Affnia inv2.dcd the ;;::, ~ ., 
kingdom of Ifrael, tool-.: ~:i.maria, and carried aw:i.y 
the Ifraelites into captivity; ~:v.l repbcd them by 
different pcopk ient frn;11 his own country: ar:.d 
this was the final <lcfrrulqion of that King<..! 1:•m, in 
the 6th year of tile reign of Hcukiah. 

Hezcki~!-i was not deterred by thi-; alartn!:ig exam­
ple from reful!ng to pJy the tribute to the king of 
Afi)-ria, which h~d been impufcd on Ah:tz: thi., 
brought on the i!1,·:1fia!1 of Sc:11chcrib in the r4th 
tear of his rei:zn: :1:1 ~-=count o[ \\"hich is inferteJ 
;mong the Pr;rli(·cic, of r fai,1h. After a great :cnJ. 
miraculous ds::lin'r:rnc:t: from fu po•.verful an eni::m\·, 

I! 2 H:zcU~h 



NOTJ!!S ON CHAP,:. 

Hezekiah continued his reign in peace; he prof per­
ed in all his works, and left his kingdom in a fiou• 
riihicg ftate to his fon Manaifeh ; a fon in every re­
{pe& unworthy of fuch a father. 

CH A P. I. 

1. The Vifion of Ifaiah-] It feems doubtful, 
whether this Title belong to the whole Book, or only 
to the Prophecy contained in this Chapter. The 
former part of the Title feems properly to belong to 
this particular Prophecy : the latter part, which 
enumerates the kings of Judah, under whom lfaiah 
exercifed his Prophetical office, feems to extend it 
to the whole collection of Prophecies delivered in 
the courfe of his minifrry. Vitringa (to whom the 
world is greatly indebted for his learned labours on 
this Prophet; and to whom we ihould have owed 
much more, if he had not fo totally devoted himfelf 
to r,Iaforetic authority,) has, I think, very judici­
oufly refolvctl this doubt. He fuppofes, that the 
former part of the Title was originally prefixed to 
this iingle Prophecy; and that, when the collection 
of all Ifaiah's Prophecies was made, the enumeration 
of the kings of Judah was added, to make it at the 
fame time a proper Title to the whole Bo.ok. As 
fuch it is phinly taken in 2 Chron. xxxrr. 32~ wher'! 
the Book of Ifaiah is cited by this Title; " The Vi­
" fion of lfaiah the Prophet, the fon of Amots." 

The Prophecy contained in this firft chapter fhnds 
fingle and unconnecl:ed, making an intire piece of 
itfdf. It contains a feverc remonfrrance againft the 
corrnptions prerniling among the Jews of that time; 
powerful exhortations to repentance ; grievous 
threatening'> to the impenitent; :mcl gracious pro-

mifei 
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mifes of better times, when the nation fhall have 
been reformed by the juft judgements of God. The 
cxpreffion upon the whole is clear; the connection 
of the feveral parts eafy; and in regard to the images, 
fcntiments, and ftyle, it gives a beautiful example 
of the Prophet's elegant manner of writing; though 
perhaps it may not be equal in thefe refpects to many 
of the following Prophecies. 

~- Hear, 0 ye heavens-] God is introduced 
as entering upon a folemn and public Action, or 
Pleading, before the whole world, againft his difo­
bedient people. The Prophet, as Herald, or officer 
to proclaim the fummons to the court, calls upon all 
created beings, celeftial and terrdl:rial, to attend, 
and bear witnefs to the truth of his plea, and the 
jufrice of his cauf e. The fame fcene is more fully 
dif played in the noble Exordium of Pfa1m L. where 
God fummons all mankind, from Eaft to Weft, to 
be prefent to hear his appeal ; and the folemnity is 
held on Sion, where he is attended with the fame 
terrible pomp that accompanied him on Mount 
Sinai: 

"A confuming fire goes before him, 
•• And round him rages a violent tempeil:: 
"He callcth tht: heavens from above, 
"And the earth, that he may contend in judgement with 

"his people." Pfalm L. 3, 4. 

By the fame bold figure, ·Micah calls upon the 
mountains, that is, the whole country of Judea, to 
a.ttcnd to him: eh. v 1. 1, 2.. 

" Arife, plead thou before the mountains, 
'' And let the hills hear tliy voice. 
"Hear, 0 ye mountains, the controve~fy of JF.IIOVAH; 
•• And ye, 0 ye ilrong foundations of the earth: 
u For JFHOVAH hath ai::ontroverfy with hi, pc=ople, 
"And he will plea.d his caufe agai.nO. lfrad." 

B 3 ,vith 
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~-ith the like inYocation ]\,fofrs introduces his fub-. 
lime fong; the defign of which was the fame as that, 
of this Prophecy, " to teftify, as a witnefs, again ft_ 
" the Ifradites," for their clifobe.<lience: Deut. xxxr. 
21. 

" Give ear, 0 ye heavens, and I will fpeak; 
"And let the earth hear the words of my mouth.". 

Deut. xxxu. 1. 

This in the fimp1e yet ftrong oratorical ftyie of Mofes 
is', ,q call heaven and earth to witn'efs againft thee this' 
'' day: life ~nd death have I fet before thee; the 
" blcffing and the curfo: choofe now life, that thou 
" mayeft li,·e; thou and thy feed." Dent. xxx. 19: 
The poetical fiyle, by an apoihophe, fets the Per­
fonification in a much ftronger light. 

Ibid.-tbt f peake~h J I render it in the prefent 
time, pointing it i~1-. There feems to be an im­
propriety in demanding attention to a fpeech already 
deli-vercd. ' • • • : 

Ibid. I have nourifhed-] The r.xx have E!c~v;i­
CTO!, I ht?7Je begotten. Inftead of ,n,,.l, they read 
~n,',,; a word little differing from the other; and' 
rierhaps more proper: which the Chaldee likewife 
feems to favour; " vcrnvi cos :fi.lios." See Excid. • 
1 V. '.:!,'.!,. Jer. XXXI. 9· • 

3. The ox knowcth-J An amplification of the 
grnfs infen11bility of the difobcclient Jews, by com-:­
paring them with tl1c moft hcaYy and ftujJ!d of all 
animals, yet not fo inknfiblc as they. Bochart has 
well illufl:rnted tht: comp:>.rifon, and fhewn the pecu.c: 
liar force of it. '· lie fcts them lower than the 
" bcafts, r,nd c,·en than the ftupideft of all beafts. 
" for there is ka1-ce any more fo th:rn the ox and 
" the afs. Yet thefc acknowlcge their mafter; 
" they know the m;rngcr of their lord; by whom 
•' they :>.:-c fe<l, not for their m'v'n, but for his good ; 
" r.rit!te:::- are they look~d upon as children, but as 

• "bea{h 



CHAP. I. ISAIAH. 7 
" beafts of burthen ; neither are they a(h·anced to 
" honours, bnt oppreifed. with great and daily la­
" bours. \Vhile the Ifraelites, chofen by the mere 
" favour of God, adopted as fons, promoted to the 
" higheft dignity, yet ackP.owleged not their Lord 
" and their God; but d.efpifed his commandments, 
" though in the higheft degree equitable and juft." 
Hieroz. r. col. 409. 

Jeremiah's Comparifon to the fame purpofe is 
equally elegant; but h:1.s not fo much fpirit and fc­
verity as this of lfaiah : 

'' Even the fiork in the he:ivens knoweth her frafon; 
"And the turtle, and the (wallow, :ind the crane, ob­

" ferve the time of their coming: 
"But my people doth not know the judgement of JE­

" Hov AH." jer.YIII. 7• 

Hofea has giYen a very elegant turn to the fame 
image, in the way of metaphor or allegory: 

" I drew them with human cords, with the bands of 
••love: 

"And I was to them, as he that liftcth up the yoke up­
" on their cheek ; 

" And I laid down their fodder before tliem." Hof. x: r. 4. 

Salomo ben Melech thus explains the middle p:1rt of 
the verfe, which is fomewhat obfcure : " I w:1.s to 
'" them at their defire, as they that ha,·e compaffi.on 
" on a heifer, left fhe be over-worked in ploughing; 
" an<l that lift up the yoke from off her neck, and 
" rcft it upon her cheek, that ihe may not frill 
" draw, but refr from her labour an hour or two in 
" the dav." 

Ibid. i1ut Ifrael~J The LXX. Syriac, Aquila, 
Theoclotion, and Vulgate, reail ?Nit!''1, adding the 
Conjunction; which, being rendered as an afh-crfa­
ri,·e, fets the oppofi.tion in a firongcr light. 

lbid. J\1e.J The fame Antient Verfions agree in 
:iclding this word; which very properly anfwcrs, anrl 

n + indeed 



8 NOTES ON CHAP. I. 

indeed is almofr nece!farily required to anfwer, the 
words •poffiffer and lord preceding. 1Tp~,1i\ dE ME 8J.G 

Eyvw. LXX. " Ifrael autem ME non cognovit." 
Vulg. la-pca,A dE MOY 8;c. Eyvw. Aq. Theod. The 
teftimony of fo fcmpulous an Interpreter as Aquila 
is of great weight in this cafe. And both his and 
Theodotion's rendering is· fuch, as ihews plainiy, 
that they did not add the word MOY to help out the 
fenfe; for it only embarrafles it. It alfo clearly de~ 
termines, what was the original Reading in the old 
Copte,, from which they tranfiated. It could not 
b~ ,~v,,, which moft obvioufiy anf wers to the ver­
fion of Lxx.· and Vulg. for it does not accord with 
that of Aquila and Theodotion. The verfion of thefe 
latter Interpreters, however injudicious, clearly af­
certains both the phrafe, • and the order of the words, 
of the original Hebrew: it was 3)1' N? ,.r,,~ ,~·11l1'1,. 
The word 'Im~ has been loft out of the Text. The 
very fa:ne phrafe is ufed by Jeremiah, Chap. 1v. 22. 

,v,• N? 1ni~ ,~V ; and the order of the words muft 
have been as above re pref ented ; for they ha,·e joined 
',~iw, with ,n,~, as in re,~imine: they could not have 
taken it in this fenfe, lfracl MEUS non cognovit, had 
either this phnfe, or the order of the words, been 
different. I have endeavoured to fet this matter in 
a clear light, as it is the firft exam,ple of a whole 
word loit out of the Text; of which the reader will 
find many other plain examples irr the courfe of 
thefe Notes. 

The LXX. Syr. Vulg. read 'Ii~)!,, "and my peo­
" p1e :" :rnd fo likewife fixteen l\1SS. 

4_. degcneratel Five ;,.1ss (one of them J\.ntient) 
read O'flnUJt) without the firft , ; in Hophal, cor­
rupted, not corruptors: fee the fame word, in the 
fame form, anc1 in the fame fenfe, Prov. xx v. 26. 

Ibid.-are efhanged] Thirty-two ::-.iss (:five An­
tient) and two Editions, read ,,m: which reading 

deter-
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determines the word to be from the root in to alie­
~iate, not from ir~ to feparate; fo Kimchi under.ftands 
it. See alfo Annotat. jn Noldium, 68. 

Ibid. they have turned their backs upon him] So 
Kimchi explains it: " they have turned unto him 
" the back, and not the face:" fee Jer. II. 27. vu. 
24. I have been forced to render this line para. 
phraftically; as the verbal tranflation " they are 
'' eftranged backward" would have been unintelligib1e. 

5. On what p~rt-J The Vulgate renders i!O ~,v. 
fuper quo; (fee Job xxxv111. 6. 2 Chron. xxx1r. 
10.) upon what part: and fo Abend:ma, on Sal. b. 
Melech : '' There are fome who explain it thus : 
" upon what limb :fball you be {mitten, if you add 
" defection ? for already for your fins have you been 
" {mitten upop all of them; fo that there is not to 
" be found in you a whole limb, on which yc.u can 
" be fmitten." vVhich agrees with what follows: 
" From the fole of the foot even to the head, there 
~, is no foundnefs therein:" and the fentiment and 
image is ex~cl:ly the fame \vith that of Ovid, Pont. 
JI. 7· 42 • 

"Vix habet in nohis jam nova plaga Iocum." 

Or that frill more expreffive line of Euripides; the 
great force and effect of which Longinus afcribe!I to 
its clofe and compreft ftrull:urel analogous to the 
fenfe whic~ it exprcffes: 

rcf-L!') )(.~ilWY d1r x' is;ar' w·0' 07:"'i'J -rc9:1• 

Tm full of miferies: thern's no room for more. 
Here. Fur. I :::45. Lon;. feel-. 40. 

" On what part will ye ftrike again; wil! ye add 
!' correction?'! This is addrcffrd to the infl:rurnents 
pf God's vengeance; thofe that inflicted the puniih­
ment, who or what foever they were. " Ad ver­
" bum cert.c perfonre intelligen<laJ funt, quibus iila 

" aB:io 
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" altio [ qum per verbum exprimitur J competit :" as 
Glaffius fays in a fi.milar cafe, Phil. Sacr. r. 3. 2.2. 

See eh. v11r. 4. 
As from y,,, :,y,, knowlege; from Y:V', n~,v, 

counf el ; from ltV', n.:110, fleep, &c. fo from ,o~ is 
reguiarly derived nio, correction. 

6. It hath not been prefied-J The art of medi­
cine in the Eaft confi.fts chiefly in external applica­
tiom : accordingly the Prophet's images in this place 
are all taken from forgery. Sir John Chardin,' in 
his note on Prov. III. 8. " It :!hall be health to thy 
" navel, and marrow to thy bones;" obfcrves, that 
" the Comparifon is taken from the plafters, oint­
" ments, oils, frictions, which are made ufe of in 
" the Eaft upon the belly and ftomach in moft ma­
" -ladies. Being ignorant in the vill:i.gcs of the art 
" of making decocl:ions and potions, and of the 
" proper dofes of fuch thing~, they generally make 
" ufe of external medicines." Harmer's Obferva­
tiom on Scriptmc, vol. II. p. 488. And in forgery 
their materia medica is extremely fi.mple; oil making 
the princip:11 part of it. " In Indi:1," fays Taver.:.. 
nier, " they h:iYe a certain preparation of oil and 
" melted greatc>, which they commonly ufe for the 
" healing of wounds." Vo:,·:!gc Inc!. So the good 
Samaritan poured oil and wine on the 'vvounds of th<: 
diftrcffed Jew: wine, clcanf1n[T and fomewhat aftrin­
gcnt, proper for a frefl1 wouna; oil, mollifying ;i,nd 
healing. Luke x. 34. • 

Of the tlncc , erbs in this fentence one is iD- the 
fingL,lar number in the text, another is fingular in 
rv:u :--1 s s ( one of them Anticnt) i11!'Jil; and Srr. and 
\'ulg. render all of them in the finguhr nu1!1ber. 

7-9. Your country is dcfobte-J 'l'bc dcii.:rip­
tion of th: ruined .and dcfulate fratc of the counn•; 
in thefe Yerks docs not fuit \\ith any p:m of the 
proijicrom tin,cs of Vzzd1 :tnd JotJ1:1m. lt , e:ry 

3 ~en 
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\Vell agrees with the time of Ahaz, when J uclea was 
ravaged by the joint invafion of the lfraelites and 
Syrians, and by the incurfions of the Philiftines and 
Edomites. The date of this Prophecy is generally 
fixed to the time of !\.haz. But on the other hand 
it may be confidered, whether thofe inftances o( 
idolatry, which are urged in the 29th verfe, (the! 
worfhiping in groves and gardens,) having been at 
all times too commonly pracl::ifed, can be fuppofed 
(o be the only ones, which the Prophet would infift 
upon in the time of Ah::i.z; who fpread the groffeft 
Idolatry through the whole country, and introduced 
it even into the Temple ; and to complete his abo­
minations, made his fon pafs through the fire to 
Maloch. It is faid, 2 Kings x,·. 37. that in Jo­
tham's time " the Lord began to fend againft Judah 
" Ret:fin and Pckah :" if we may fuppoie any inva­
:fion from that quarter to have been actually made at 
the latter end of Jotham's reign, I fhould choofe to 
refc;:r this Prophecy to that time. 

7. 0\1f, (at the end of the verfe.) This reading, 
though confirmed by all the anticnt Verfions, gives 
us no good fenfc; for your land is devoured by 
" :{hangers; and is clefobte, as if overthrown by 
"jlrangen ," is a mere tautology, or, what is as 
bad, an identical comparifon. Aben Ezra thought, 
that the word, in its prefent form, might be taken 
for the fame with cir, an immdatio;1: Schultens is 
of the fame opinion; (fee Taylor's Concord.) and 
Schindler in his Lexicon explains it in the fame 
manner: and fo, fays Kimchi, fome expb.in it. .A­
bencl:rna ende:n-ours to reconcile it to Grammatical 
analogy in the followi~g manner : " 0\1f is the fame 
" \\·ith cir; that is, as m-crthrown by mz inundation 
" of waters: ancl thefe two words have the fame 
" analogy as uip and w\1~- Or it may be a con­
,~. crctc, of the fame form v.-ith i•.:,:,:,; and the mean-

" in(J' 
~ 
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'- ing will be, as overthrown by rain pouring down 
'' violently, and caufing a flood." On Sal. b. Me­
lech, in loc. But I rather fuppofe the true re::i.ding 
to be cir, and have tran!lated it accordingly: the 
word o,,r, in the line above, feems to have caught 
the tranfcriber's eye, and to have led him into this 
miftake. 

8. As a 111ed in a vineyard-] A little temporary 
hut covered with boughs, il:raw, turf, or the like 
materials, for a {helter from the heat by day, and 
the cold and dews by night, for the watchman, that 
kept the garden, or vineyard, during the fhort fea­
fon, while the fruit was ripening; (fee Job xxvII~ 
rS.) and prefently removed, when it had ferved that 
purpofe. See Harmer, Obfenr, r. 454. They were 
probably obliged to have fuch a conftant watch, to 
defend the fruit from the Jackals. " The Jackal," 
(Cilical of the Turks,) fays I-faffelquift, (Travels, p. 
277,) "is a fpe:cies of Muftela, which is very corn­
" mo:i in Paleftine, efpecially during the vintage, 
" and often deftroys ,vhole vineyards, and gardens 
" of cucumers." " There is alfo plenty of the Ca­
" r.;_is Vulpes, the Fox, near the convent of St. John, 
" in the defert, about vintage time; for they de­
" ftroy all the viaes, unlefs they are ftritl:ly watch-
" • ,, TI 'd s s C ~ . ea. Am . p. r 4. ee ant. II. IJ-

Fruits of the Gourd kind, melons, water-melons, 
cucumers, &c. are much ufed, and in great requeft, 
in the Levant, on account of their cooling quality. 
The lfraelites in the wildernefs regretted the lofs of 
the cucllmers and the melons, among the other good 
things of Egypt; Num. xr. 5. In ~gypt the feafon 
of water-melons, which are moft m reqneil:, and 
which the common people then chiefly live upon, 
laii:s but three "·eeks. Sec Haffelquift:, p. 256. Ta­
Yern,er makes it of longer continuance: " L'on y 
" void de grands carreaux de melons & de concom-

6 " bres, 
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'' brcs; rnais beaucoup plus des derniers, dont Jes 
" Levantins font lcurs delices. Le plus fouvent ils 
" les mangent fans Jes pelcr, apr2-s quoy iJs vont 
" boire unc verre d'eau. Dans toute l'Afie c'eft Ja 
" nourriture or<linaire du petit peuple pendant trois 
" ou quatre mois; toute la famille en vit, & quand 
" un enfant<lemande a manger, au lieu qu'en France 
" ou ailleurs nous luy donnerions du pain, dans le 
" Levant on luy prefente un concornbre, qu'il mange 
" cru comrne on le vient de cucillir.-Les concom­
H bres clans le Lernnt <:>nt une bonte particuliere, & 
'' quoiqu' on les mange crus, ils ne font jamais de 
" rnal." T:1Sernicr, Relat. du Serrail, c. x1x. 

Ibid. a city taken by fiege.J So LXX. and Vulg. 
9. Jehovah God of Hofts] As this Title of God 

niNJl im,,, " J EH o v AH of Hofts," occurs here for 
the firit time, I think it proper to note, that I tran­
flate it always, as in this pbce, "JEHOVAH Goel of 
" Hafts;" taking it as :m elliptical expreffion for 
niNJ1 ·i1~N m;,,. This title imports, that JEHOY AH 

is the God, or Lord, of Hafts, or Armies; as he is 
the Creator, and fopreme Governor of all beings in 
heaven and earth ; and difpofeth and ruleth them all 
in their f e•;eral orders and fo.tions ; the Almighty, 
Uni,·erfal Lord. 

1 o. Ye princes of Sodom-J The incidental 
mention of Sodom and Gomorrah in the preceding 
nrfc, fuggeftcd to the Prcp!v.:t this fpirited addrds 
to tW! rulers and inhabit:::.nts o'f J erufalem, under 
the character of princes of Sodom :i.nd people of Go­
morrah. Two examplc5 of a fort of elegant turn of 
the like kind may be obferved in St. Paul's Epifile 
to the Romans, XY. 4, 5, and 12, 13. See Locke 
on the place: and fee 29, 30, of this chapter; which 
gives another example of the fame. 

I 1. -the· fat of fed beafts, And in the b1oocl-J 
The fat 2.nd the blood ll.rc pc,rticularly mer,tioncd, 

bc.:caufc 
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becaufe thefe were in all facrifices fet apart to God. 
The fat was always burnt upon the altar; and the 
blood was partly fprinked, differently on different 
occafions, and partly poured out at the bottom of 
the altar. See Le,·. 1 Y. 

r 1,-·16. What ha.-e I to do-] The prophet 
Amos has expreffed the fame fentiments with great 
elegance: 

" I hate, I defpifc your feafis; 
"And I will not delight in the odour of your folemni-

" ties: 
"Though ye offer unto me burnt-offerings; 
" And your meat-offerings I will not accept: 
" Neither will I regard the peace-offering of your fat .. 

"lings. 
" Take away from me the noife of your fangs; 
" And the melody of your viols I will not hear. 
" But let judgement roll down like ,vaters ; 
"And righteoufnefs like a mighty fiream." 

Amos v. 28-24. 

12. Tread my courts no more-] So the LXX 

divide the f entence ; joining the encl of this verfe to 
the beginning of the next. 

13. The fair, and the clay of refl:r:1.int] :,i::.::in lU~. 
The words are rendered in many different manners by 
different interpreters; to a good and probable fenfe by 
all ; but, I think, by none in fuch a fenfe as can 
arifc from the phrafe itfelf, agreeably to the idiom 
of t~e Hebrew language. lnftead of 11~, ~!1e.l'.,X:C 
marnfofl:ly read t::11::.:, v;7;c1av, " the tail:. This 
lfoubigant has adopted. The Prophet could not 
well have omitted the Faft in the enumeration of their 
folemnities; nor the abufc of it, among the inftances of 
their hypocri[y, whici1 !tc lns treated at large with 
foch force ancl cle;:wce in his 1.vu1th chapter. Ob­
Jt.·n·e alfo, tltat the prophet Joel twice joins together 
the F.lfl:, and the cby of 1Zc0:r:.iN: 
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ili~)) iNip t:m: itv1j,> 

"Sanctify a fail:; proclaim a day of rcil:raint:" 
j ocl I. l 4• I I. I 5• 

"\Yhich ihews how properly they arc here joined to~ 
gether. i1i::l)), the Rejlrnint, is rentlered, both here 
and in other places in our Englifh Tr:mf1ation, tbe 
falemn Ajfambfy. Certain Holy Days, ordained by 
the L:1.\\', were difiinguif11cd by a particular charge. 
that " no fervile work fl10ulcl he done therein." 
LeL xx1 r r. 36. Num. xxix. 35. Dcut. xn. 8. 
This circumfrance clearly explains the rcalon of the 
name, the Reflraim, or the day of Rejlraint, given 
to thofe days. 

If I coulcl approve of any tranf1ation of thefe two 
,ivorcls, which I have met with, it fhoulcl be that of 
the Sp:1nif11 Vedion of the Oki Teframent, made for 
the ufe of the Spanifh Jews: " tortura y detenimi­
" cnto," " it is a pain and a confiraint unto me." 
But I ftill think, th3:t the reading of the LXX is more 
probahly the truth. 

15. ,v-hen ye fpreacl-J The Syr. J,xx. and :v15 

read □:l!!liElJ, without the conjuntl:ion ,. 
Ibid. For your hands-] A, :;iz~ X.E'.C~~- LXX. 

l\fanus enim veftrn:~. Vulg. They fcem to ha,·e reacl 
0:,111 1:,. 

16. YVafo ye-] Referring to the preceding 
verfe, "your hands are full of blood:" and alluding 
to the legal wafhings commanded on feyeral occa­
fions. See Lev. xiv. 8, 9, 47. 

17· amend that which is corrupted] rmn ,,:o~. 
In rendering this obfcurc ~hraC:: I follow Bochart, 
(Hieroz. part. r. lib. II. cap. 7.) though I ;:un not 
pcrf:::tl:ly fatisficd with his exp]ic::>.tion of it. 

r 8. Though your fins were a:; fcarlet---J I.Jt:1, 
" k::i.rlet, or crimfon," dibaph:iin, twice l.i_,~ped, or 
do 11u!e-dyrd; from mv, itcr,1rc, to double, or to d1 r­
thh,g t'i.ufre: this dcriY:1ticn teems much mor,' pa-

b~t~,le 
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bable than th:1t, which Salmafius prefers, from l~tU, 
acuere; from the jb,1rpn,fi and ftrength of the colour; 
c£u-::;01~1Y.o~. lhn, the fame; properly the worm, ver­
miculu.r, (from whence vermri! ;) for this colour was 
produced from a worm, or inf ecr, which grew in a 
coccus, or excrefcence, of a .fhrub of the ilex kind; 
(fee Plin. Nat. Hifr. xv r. 8.) like the cochineal 
worm in the Opuntia of .A.mc;ica; (fee Ulloa's Voy­
age, b. v. eh. 2. note to p. 342.) There is a .fhrub· 
of this kind, that grows in Provence and Languedocp 
:md produce:; the like infect, called the .frrnus oak, 
(fee l\1iller, Diel. Sl.J!rrrns ;) fr'.)m kermcz the Arabic 
word for this colour; whence our word cri11yon ii· 
derived. 

" Neque a:niffos colores 
"Lana 1efert me<l1c:ita fuco," 

fays the poet; applyi.:1g the fame im2.gc to a diffe. 
rent purpofe: to difcharge thefe ilrong colours is 
impoHible to human art or power; but to the grace 
and power of God, all things, even tnuch more dif­
ficult, are poilible and eaf y. 

19. Ye .fhall feed on the good of land] Refer­
ring to ver. 7 : it .fhall not be " de,'oured by fhan­
" gers." 

20. Ye :fhall be foo,t for the [word] The LXX 

and Vulg. read ~::i,~Nn, " the fword /hall devour 
"you;" which is of much more eaiy conftruclion 
than the, prefent reading of the text. 

'' The Chaldee f eems to read ,~~Nn J'iN :l"iM:l; 
" ye :fhall be confumed by the [word of the ene,,~y." 
Syr. alfo reads :ii:i:i, and renders the Yerb paffively. 
And the Rhythmus fe'ems to require this addition." 
DR. JUBB. 

21. -become a harlot] See Lowth, Comment. 
on the place; and De S. Poe[. Hebr, Pra;1. xxx1. 

22. wine mixed with water] An image ufed for 
tht: adu/ur.:ition of wir~e, with more propriety, than 

ms.y 
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may at firft appear, if what Thevenot fays of the 
people of the Levant of late times was true of them 
formerly: he fays, '' they never mingle water with 
" their wine to drink; but drink by itidf wh:1t 
4' water they think proper for abating the fb-ength 
" of the wine." " Lorfque les Perfans boi,·ent du 
H vin, ils le prennent tout pur, a la fa~on des Le­
'' \'antins, qui nc le mclent jamaic; avec de l'eau ; 
" mais en bcuv<mt du vin, de temps en temps ils 
.. prcnnent un pot d'e::.u, & en boi\'ent de gr:rnds 
" traits." Voyage, part II. liv. II. chap. ro. "lls 
" (Ies Tures) n'y meflent jamais d'eau, & fc mo­
" quent des Chreftiens, qui en mettent, ce qui leur 
" femble tout a fait ridicule." Ibid. part 1. chap. 24-. 

It is remarkable, that whereas the Greeks antl 
Latins by mixt wine always underftood wine diluted 
and lowered with water; the Hebre\V5 on the con­
trary generally mean by it wine made ftronger and 
more inebriating, by the addition of higher and 
more powerful ingredients; fuch as honey, fpices, 
defrutum, (or wine infpiffated by boiling it Jown to 
two thirds, or one half, of the quantity,) mvrrh, 
mandragora, opiates, and other ftrong drugs. Such 
were the exhilarating, or rather ft:upifying, ingre­
dients, which Helen mixed in the bowl together 
with the wine for her guefts oppreffod with grief, to 
raife their f pirits; the compofition of which 1he had 
learned in Egypt : 

A 
., ., . Q /'i 

V11X ap El; Ct,~'/ 1.;;0!.Af </JCl.e/.J.O!.Y..C'I, :iY7E'/ ~-;;J:o:·, 

-;,::17;:-.~0,; -r' "ZOl'.o'/ -r:, ,, .. ,a~, s-:n?,119~'1 a7.a~7c,,:v. 
Homer. Odytf. Iv. :z:,.o, 

"Mean while, ·::ith genial joy to Wlrm the foul, 
"Bright Helen mix'<l a mirth-infpirinr; bowl ; 
"Tempcr'<l with Jru~s offovcreign ufe, t' affwage 
"The bo1li11g bofom of tumultuous rage: 
"Charm'd with that virtuous draught, th' exalted mind 
"All fenle of Wt>C delivers to the_wind." .Popt:. 

Y~L. u. c Such 
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Such was '' the f piccd wine and the juice of pome­
" granatcs," mentioned Cant. vnr. 2. And how 
much the Eaftern people to this day deal in artifi­
cial. liquors of prodigious ftrength, the ufe of wine 
being forbidden, may be feen in a curious chapter 
of Kempfer upon that fobjccr. Ameen. Exot. Fafc. 
111. Obf. 15. 

Thus. the drunkard is properly dcfcribed, (Prov. 
XXIII. 30.) as one "that feeketh mi:<t wine;" and 
j.3 " mighty to mingle ftrong drink:" Ifaiah v. 22. 

And hence the Pfalmift took that highly poetical and 
foblime image of the Cup of God's wrath, called by 
Ifaiah, (Lr. 17.) "the cup of tr~mbling," (cauiing 
intoxication and :ftupefacrion; fee Chappelo~v·s note 
on Hariri, p. 33.) containing, as St. John expreifes 
in Greek the Hebrew idea, with the utrno:ft preci­
fion, t~ough with a feeming contradiflion in terms, 
-x,x,,xcrrfL"vov c;;q;t{Jov, merum 111i:1:tum 7 pure wine made 
y~t ftronger by a mixture of powerful ingredients. 
Rev. xrv. 10. "In the lw.nd of JBHOVAH" faith 
the Pfalmift, (Pf. Lxxv. 9.) " there is a cup, and 
" the wine is turbid : it is full of a mixed liquor, 
" and he poureth out of it: (or rather, " he pour­
" eth it out of one veffel into another," to mix it 
•' perfectly; according to the reading expreHed by 
" the antient verfions, :,r ,~ niO ,.:i,, :) verily the 
" <lregs thereof, (the thickefi: fediment of the ftrong 
" ino-redients mingled with it,) all the ungodly of 
" th~ earth fhall wring them out, and <lrink them." 

23. affociates-J The LXX, Vulg. and four ,vrss 
read ,,:111, without t!1e <;:onjuncrion ,. 

24. 1\.lia. ! I will be eafeJ-J J\nger, arifing 
from a frnfe of i:1,jury ar.cl affront, eiriecially from 
thofe, who, from c·,ery confideration of lL1ty an\l 
gratitude, ought _to have b~h,1Yed far otherwife, is. 
an urH'::tf y and painful fcnfat10n: and renngc, exe­
cuted to the full on the offenders, removes that nn-

ea!inds:, 
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cafincfs, and confequently is pleating an<l gu1etmg, 
at leaii: for the prcfent. Ezekiel i!1troduces Goel cx­
preifing himfelf in the fame manner : 

" And mine anger {hall be fullv accompli!hed; 
" And I will make my fury reil upon them ; 
"J\nd I will give mylclf eafe." C:ap. v. 15. 

This is a ftrong inft:mce of the metap~or called J\.11-
thropop:1.thia; by which, throughout the Scriptures, 
as well the hiftorical as the poetical parts, the fenti­
ments, fenfations, and affections; the bodily facul­
ties, qualities, and membcrs, of men, and even of 
brute animals, are attrib,~ted to God; and that with 
the utmoft liberty and latitude of application. The 
foundation of this is obvious ; it arif es from nece[­
fity: we have no idea of the natural attributes of 
God, of his pure cilence, of his manner of exifa~nce, 
of his manner of acting : ,vben therefore we wo1 dd 
treat on thefc fubjects, we find ourfeh-es forced to 
cxprefs them by kniible im:iges. But neceffity leads 
to beauty: this is true of metaphor ii1 general, and 
in particular of this kind of metaphor; which is ufed 
with great elegance and fublimiry in the facred Poe­
try: and what is very remarkable, in the groffeft 
inftances of the application of it, it is generally the 
moft ftriking and the moft fublime. The reafc.m 
fcems to be this: when the images are taken from 
the fuperior faculties of the human nature, from the 
purer and more generous aficdions,. 2.ncl applied to 
God, we are apt to a..::quiefce in the notion; we 
overlook the metaphor, an<l take it as a proper at­
tribute: but.when the idea is f>;Wf5 and oi,cniive, as 
in this paffagc of lfaiah, where the impatience of 
anger, <1;ml the pleafure ,,f re\·enge, is attril.uted to 
God; we arc immedi,~h·!y fhock:ed at th.:: applica­
tion, the impropriery frrikt~; us at once: :rnd the 
mind c::1.fring about fur fomct:1ing i:1 tlic D;Yine 0:a­
turc :m::i.'.cgous to the irnagc, hy., lwld oa f( me 

C 2 
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great, obfcurc, ngue idea, which the cndcaYours 
iu vain ro comprehend, and is loft in immenii.ty and 
afronilhment. Sec De S. Poefi Hebr. Prcel. xv I. 
fob fin. where this matter is treated and illuftratecl 
by examples. 

25. in the furnace J The text has i::i:::; which 
fome ren<ler, "a5 u.Jith faap :" as if it were the fame 
with n'ii.:i:, ; fo Kimchi : but foap can h:we nothing 
to do with the purifying of metals: others~ " acccr­
" ding to purity, or pureb·," as our Verfion. Le 
Clerc conjecl:ured, that the true re::i.ding is ii:,:,, 
" as in the furnace;" fee Ezck. xxr1. 18. 20. Dr. 
Durell propofes only a tranf pofition of letters i:,:i; 
to the fame frnfe: and fo likewife Archbifhop 
Secker. That this is the true reading is highly pro­
bable. 

26. And after this-] The LXX, Syr. Chald. 
and eighteen 11ss add the conjuncl:ion ,. 

27. " in judgement;" by the exercife of Goc.rs 
frrict jnfricc in dcftroying the obdurate, ( foe ver. 
28.) and rlefo·ering the penitent: " in righteouf­
., ncfs ;" by the truth and faithfolnefs of God in 
performing his promifes. 

29, 30. For ye fhall be a:thamed of the ilexes-J 
Sacred groves were a very antient and favourite ap­
pendage of idolatry. They were furnifhcd with the 
temple of the God to whom they were dedicated; 
with altars, images, and e\·ery thing nece!fary for 
performing the various rites of worfhip oflered there, 
and were the fcenes of many impure ceremonies, 
and of much abominable;: fuperftition. They made 
a principal part of the religion of the old inhabitant:, 
of Canaan ; and the Ifraelites were commanded to 
deftroy their groves, among other monuments of 
their falfe worfhip. The lfraelites themfelves be­
came afterward very much addicted to this fpecies 
of idolatry. • 
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" When 1 had brought them i:Ho the land, 
•• \Yhich I fware that I would give unto them; 
"Then they fa_w e,0cry high \Jill, and every thick nee: 
'' And there they flew their vill1ms; 
" And there they prcfented the provocation of their of­

" feri ngs ; 
" And there they placed their fweet favour; 
" And there they poured out their libatio11s.'' 

Fzck. xx. 28. 

" On the tops of the mountains tlicy f,1crifice; 
"And on the hills they burn incellfe: 
" lJ nder the oak, and the poplar; 
" .And the ilex, becaufe her 1hade is p!e::ifant." 

Hofra, 1 v. J 3. 

Of what particular kinds the trees here mentioned 
are, it cannot be determined with certainty. In re­
gard to il?N, in this place of Ifai:i.h, as well as in 
Hofea, Celfius (Hierobot.) underihnds it of the 
Terebinth: becaufe the moil: antient interpreters 
render it fo; in the firft place the LXX. He quotes 
eight places ; but in three of thefe eight places the 
copies nry, fame having dpv!; inftead of -rE:6~1v~@J,. 

And he fuould have told us, that thefe fame LXX 

render it in fixteen other places by dev~: fo that their 
authority is really againft him; and the LXX Jlant 
pro querm, contrary to what he fays at firfr frtting 
out. Add to this, that Symma,chus, Theodotion, 
and Aquila, generally render it by dp'J;; tl1e latter 
only once rcnderir.g it by -:-2p,b1A~,. His other :i.r­
g11ments fecm to me not very conclufive: h~ fays, 
that :i.ll the qualities of il?N agree to the Tcrcbinth; 
that it gro_ws in mountainous countries; that it is a 
frrong tree; long-lived; large ancl high; and deci­
duous. All thele qualities agree juft a5 well to the 
Oak, 'againft which he contends; :rnd he acrnally 
attributes them to the O:ik in the ,·erv next fection. 
But, I think, neither the 0;.k, nor 'the Tercbinth, 
will <lo in this place of lfaiah, from the !aft circum·-

C ~ fianc~ 
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ftance which he mentions, their being deciduous; 
where the Prophet's deiign fcems t'o me to require 
an ever-g:-een: otherwiic the cafting of its ]eave~ 
would be nothing out of the common eftabli!hed 
courfe of nature, and no proper image of extreme 
diftrefs, and total defolation; parallel to that of a 
garden without water, that is, wholly burnt up and 
defrroyed. An Antient, who was an inhabitant and 
a native of this country, underft:rnds it, in like 
manner, of a tr12e bhfl:ccl with uncommon and im­
moderate heat : " velut arbores, cum froncles a?ftu 
" torrenti: dccu:ffrrunt." EphrcPm Syr. in loc. Edit1 

Afiemani. Compare Pf. 1. 4. Jcr. XYir. 8. Upon 
the whole, I hav;e chofcn to make it the Ilex; which 
word Voffius (Etymolog.) derives from the Hebre~ 
i1?~; that, whether the word itfelf be rightly ren~ 
derecl or not, I might at !eaft preferve the propriety 
of the poetical image. • 

29. For ye ihq.ll be a:fhamed] i~iJn, in the fe~ 
cond Perfon, Vulg. Chalcl. t,,·o Mss, and one Edi­
#on; and in agreement with th~ reil: of the fentence. 

30. -whoie leaves] Twenty fix 11,rss and three 
Editions read i1'?:V, in its full and regular form: 
This i~ worth remarking, as it a!=Count~ • for a gre·at 
number of ar.om,tlies of the like kind, which want 
only the fame autt10rity to rectify them. 

30. ·-a garclerf wherein is no water.] In the 
hotter p::uts of the Eaftern Countries, a conftant 
fupply ·of water is [o abfolutely nece!fary for th~ 
culti,,ation, and eve;n for the prcfervation and exif­
tencc pf a garden, that :fhould it w:1nt water but for 
a few i-lays, e,·try thipg i~ it would be burnt up with 
the heat, and totally defr:-oyed. There is therefore 
no g.:uclcn ,d1aterer" i11 thofc countries, but what ha~ 
fuel{ a certain fupply; either from fome nci;;hbour­
ing ri,0er, or from a refcn-oir of water collected 
from fprings, or fill~cl with rain-water in the proper 

fcafon~ 
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feafon, in fufficient quantity to afford :unplc prov1-
fi.on for the reft of the year. 

Mofes, having dcfcribed the habitation of man 
newly created, as a garden, _planted with every tree 
pleafant to the :fight and good for food ; adds, as a 
circumfiance neceffi.ry to complete the idea of a gar­
<len, that it was well fupplicd with water: (Gen. 11. 

10. and fee xur. 10.) "And a river went out of 
" Eden to water the garden." 

That the reader may have a clear notion of this 
matter, it will be neceffary to give fome account o[ 
the management of their gardens in this ref peel:. 
• " Damafcus (fays Maundrell, p. I 22) is cncom­
a pafied with gardens, extending no lefs, according 
" to common eftimation, than thirty miles round; 
" which makes it look like a city in a mfr wood. 
" The gardens are thick fet with fruit-trees of all 
" kinds, kept frefh and verdant by the waters of 
" Barracly, (the Chryforrhoas of the antients,) which 
"fupply both the gardens and city in great abun­
" dance. This ri,·er, as foon as it iffoes out from 
" between the cleft of the mountain before men­
" tioned into the pb.in, is immediately di,-ided into 
" three ftreams; of which the middlemofi and big­
" geft runs direcl:ly to Damafcus, and is difrributed 
" to all the cifterns and fountains of the city. The 
" other two (which I take to be the work of art) 
" are drawn round, one to the right hand, and the 
" other to the left, on the borders of the gardens, 
" into which they are let as they pafs, by little cur. 
" rents, and fo dif per feel all o.-er the Ya.ft wood. 
'' Infornuc_h, that there is not a garden but has a 
" fine quick frream running through it. Barr:i.ciy is 
'' almoit "'·holiy drunk up by the city and gank:ns. 
'' ,v1-i:1t [ mall part of it cfcapes is united, as I \\'aj 
H informed, in one channel again, on the South-e::1ft 
,; fate of the city; and, after about three or four 
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" hours courfc, finally lofes itfelf in a bog there, 
" without ever arri,·ing at the fea." This was like­
" wifo the cafc in former times, as Strabo, lib. xv r. 
Pliny, v. 18. teftify; who fay, "that this river 
" was expended in canals, and drunk up by water­
" ing the place." 

" The heft fight (fays the fame Maundrel1, p. 
" 39) that the palace [ of the Emir of Beroot, an­
" tiently Berytus,J affords, and the worthieft to be 
" remembered, is the Orange Garden. It contains 
" a large quadrangular plat of ground, divided into 
" fixtten lefter fquares, four in a row, with walks 
" between them. The walks are iliaded with orange­
" trees, of a large f preading fize. E,·ery one of thefc 
" fixteen leffer fquares in the garden was bordered 
" with frone; and in the ftone-work were troughs, very 
" artificially contri,·ed, for conveying the water all 
'' over thegankn: there being little outlets cut at e,·ery 
," tree, for the fl:ream, as it patled by, to flow out, 
" and water it." The royal gardens at Ifpahan are 
watered juft in the fame manner, according.to Kemp­
fer's defcription, Ameen. Exot. p. 193. 

This gives us a clear idea of the c~7J •~l;,g, men­
tioned in the firft Pfrtlm, and other places of Scrip­
ture, " the divifions of waters," the waters diftri.: 
huted in artificial canals; for fo the phrafo properly 
fignitics. The prophet Jeremiah has imitated, anrl 
elegantly amplified, the paffage of the Pfalmift 
abo,·c referred to : 

" He fhall be like a tree plantec! hy the watrr-Jidf", 
" And which frndeth forth her mots to the a(1urducl: 
"' She fhall nor frar, when'the heat cometh; 
" But her leaf fhall he green; 
c, And in the vcar of di ought ihe iliall not be anx;ous, 
"N1.:ither lhall lhc ccafc ftom bearing fn:it." 

Jer, XVII. s. 
From 
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From this image the fon of Sirach has moft beau­
tifully illuftrated the influence :rnd the increafe of re­
ligious wifdom in a. well-prepared heart: 

" I alfo came forth as a canal from a river, 
'' And as a conduit tlowing into a paradi!e. 
" I faid : I will water my garden, 
" And I will abundantly moiflcn my border: 
" And lo! my canal became a river, 
'' ,And my river became a fca." Ecclus. xx1v. 30, 3,. 

This gins us the true meaning of the following 
elegant Proverb: 

'' The heart of the king is like the canals of waters in 
"tht: hand of JE'HOV AH; 

"vVhitherfoevcr it pleafeth him, he inclineth it." 
Prov. xxr. r. 

The direction of it is in the hand of JEHOVAH, as 
the diftribution of the water of the refervoir, through 
the garden, by different canals, is at the will of ·the 
gardener: 

" Et, quum exufius ag:er morientibus ~fiuat herbis, 
" Ecce fopercilio clivofi tramitis undam 
" Elicit: ilia cadens raucum per levia murmur 
"Saxa ciet, fcateb1ifque arentia temperat arva." 

Virg. Georg. 1. 107. 

-Solomon mentions his own works of this kind : 

" I made me gardens, and paradifes; 
" And J planted in them all kinds of fruit-trees. 
" I made me pools ot water, 
"To water with the1n the grove flourilhing with trees." 

lcc.lef. I 1. 5, 9. 

Maundrell, (p. 88,) has given a c1efcription of the 
remains,. as they are faid to be, of thefe very pools 
made by Solomon, for the reception and prderva­
tion of the waters of a fpring, riiing at a little dif­
tance f10m them; which will give us a perfctl: no-

tion 
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tion of the contrivance and ddign of fuch refervoirs. 
" As for. the pools, they are three in number, I ying 
" in a row above each other; being fo dif puie<l, 
" that the waters of the uppermofr may defcend 
" into the fecond, and thofc of the fecond into the 
" third. Their figure is quadrangubr; the breadth 
" is the fame in all, amounting to about nir;ety 
" paces: in their length there is fomc <lifterence be­
" tween them; the firft being one hundred and 
" fixty paces long; the fecond, two hundred ; tl:c 
" third, two hundred an<l t r1:enty. They are J.11 

" lined with wall, ~ml p1afrered; and contain a 
" great depth of water." 

The immenfe works, which were m1de by th· 
antient kings of Egypt, for recci,·ing the wat-.:rs of 
the Nile, when it overflowed~ for fuch ufes, are 
well known. But there nen:r was a rnore ftnpcn­
dous work of this kind, than the refenoir of ~:,ba, 
or Merab, in Arabia Felix. According to the tra­
ditions of the country, it was the work of Balkis, 
that queen of Sheba who vifiwl i:iolomon, It was a 
Yaft lake forrncd by the collecrion of the w:iters o( 
a torrent in a ,:1lky, where, at a narrow pa.fa be­
tween two mountains, a very high mole, or chm, 
·was builr. Tl:e water of the bke fo formed had 
ne.:.r tv.-c,,ty fathom depth: ::tr'd there were three 
fluices :!t dii1(:r(;nt hi:!,hth'.;, by which, at whatever 
11ighth the lak:.: fi.of'd, the plain below might br 
watered. Ih· conrh:il, :ind c;rnals from thefc fluiccs 
the \rnter w;s co;1f.2.m 1/ ciifi:: ioutecl in due propor­
tion to the frverd 1:.rnd:,; fo that the v:hole countr,· 
fur many miles bccm1·: ~ perfr,<} p:iradiie. The cit~· 
.af Saba, or I\1cr2.b, w;:,.s litmted irnme(fr-:.tely below 
the great 1hra: .:. gre;;t tioo:J c:ime, and railed the 
lake aboYe its ufu:i.l liighth: the dam g;~ve way in 
the mi<lc1le of the night; the w:-,tcrs burft forth a~ 
once, and o,·en•;hdrncd the whole ciry, \Yith tlie 

I1~i~h .. 
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neighb~uring towns, and people. The_ remain~ of 
eight tnbes were forced to abandon their <lwellmg, 
and the beautiful Yalley became a morafs and a de­
fert. This fatal cataftrophe happened long before 
the time of Mohammed, who mentions it in the 
Koran, chap. xxx1v. See alfo Sale, Prelim. feel:. 
r. and Michaelis, Queftions aux Voyageurs Danois, 
N° 94. Niebuhr, Defcript. de !'Arabie, p. 240. 

CH A P. II. 

THE Prophecy contained in the fccond, third, 
_and fourth chapters, makes one continued difcourfe. 
The fi.rft :five verfes of chapter II foretell the king­
dom of l\tleili:.1.h, the convcr:fion of the Gentiles, 
and their aclmiilion into it. From the 6th verfe to 
the end of the fecond chapter is foretold the puniih­
ment of the unbelieYing J cws, for their idolatrous 
practices, their confidence in their own irrength, 
and diftruft of God's protection; and moreover the 
deftrucl:ion of idolatry, in confequence of the efta­
blii11ment of Mdfiah's kingdom. The whole third 
chapter, with the firil: Yerfe of the·fourth, is a pro­
phecy of the calamities of the Babylonian i1wafion 
and captivity; with a particular amplification of the 
difirefs of the proud and luxurious daughters of 
Sion. Chapter I Y. 2-6, promifes to the remnant, 
which fhall have efcaped this f eve re purgation, a fu­
ture reftoration to the f:.n-our and protection of God. 

This Prophecy was probably clclivercd in the time 
of Joth2,m, or perhaps in thJ.t of Uzzi:ih; as Ifaiah 
is faicl to h::i.,.-c propl!ecicd ii1 his reign; to which 
time not any of his prophecies is fo :.-ipplica.bk as that 
of thde chapters. The fr,-enth verfe of the fccon<l 
and the httcr p:ut of the third chaptc·r, plainly point 

• out 
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out times in which riches abounded, anll luxury and 
delicacy prevailed. Plenty of fih·er and gold coul<l 
only arife from their commerce; particub.rlv from 
that part of it, which was .carried on by the Red 
Sea. This circumftance feems to confine the Pro~ 
phecy within the limits abm·e mentioned, while the 
port of Elath was in their hands : it was loil: under 
Ahaz, and never recm·ered. 

2. -in the latter days~] "\Vhere,-cr the httcr 
" times are mentioned in Scripture, the days of the 
" Mefiiah are always meant;" fays Kimchi on this 
place: and in regard to this place, nothing can be 
more clear and certain. The prophet Micah, (chap. 
1 v. 1-4,) has repeated this prophecy of the efta­
blifhment of the kingdom of Chri:il:, ancl of its pro­
grefs to uni,·erfality and perfecl:ion, in the fame 
words, with little and hardly any material variation : 
for as he did not begin to prophecy till Jotham's 
time, and this feems to be one of the firft of Ifaiah's 
prophecies, I fuppok Micah to ha,·e taken it from 
hence. The variations, as I faid, are of no great 
importance. Verfe 2, N~:1 after ~tvJi, a word of 
fame emphafis, may be fnpplied from Micah, if 
dropt in Ifaiah: an antient .!\rs has it here in the 
margin': it has in like manner been loft in chapter 
un. 4. (fee note on the place:) :md in Pf. xx11. 
:!9. where it jc; furplicd by S~·r. ;me\ r.xx. Inficad 
of t:'1~i1 ',:,, all the natio'1.r, :Micah has only t:l'l'JV, 
pefJplc.r; where 5yr. has t::l':'Jl,' ~:,, all peoples, as pro­
bably it ought to be. Ver1e 3, for the 2d ?N read 
~M,, fevcntecn 11,1 :-", t,\·9 Editions, 1.x:x, Vulg. Syr. 
Chald. and fo Micah 1 v. '.!. \7 crfc 4, Micah :i.d<ls, 
vn-i ir, afar l!/f, which the Syriac alfo reads in this 
parallel place of lfaiah. It is alfo to be obfcn-cd, 
that lVIirnh has imprm-cll the paffagc by adding a 
vcrfr, or fi:ntencc, for imagery and expreilion wor­
thy eH·n of the elegance of Ifaiah : 

1 " And 
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" And they thall iit, every man under his vine; 
" i\nd under his fig-tree, and none !hall affright them; 
" For the mouth of J:t.Hov AH God of Hafts bath fpo-

" ken it.'' 

The defcription of well-eftabliihed peace, by the 
imaae of " beating their fwor<ls into plough-ihares, 
'' a~d their fpears into prW1ing-hooks," is very poe­
tical. The Roman poets have employed the fame 
• M ·1 "Fl ii" image: arua, x:1 Y. 34. a x ex en e. 

"Pax me certa ducis placidos curnvit in ufus: 
" .Agricol:e nunc fum; militis ante fui." 

The prophet Joel hath renrfecl it, and applied it to 
\\'ar prevailing over peace : 

"' ~eat your plough-fhares into fwords; 
" And your pruning-hooks into fpear~." Joel, IrI, 10. 

And fo likewife the Roman poets : 

"Non ullus aratro 
" Dignus honos : fqualent abduais arva colonis, 
" Et cur\'x rigidum fakes conflantur in enfem.'' 

Virg. Gcor~. r. 506. 

"Bella <liu ten~ere viros: erat aptior enfis 
"Vomerc: ceclebat t,lllrus arator e,1uo. 

"Sarcula cdfabant; verfique in pila ligones; 
" Fachque <le rafiri ponc!ere callis erat." 

Ovid. Fafl:. I, 691. 

The prophet Ezekiel has prefignified. the famt 
great en:nt with equal c.:lcarneCs, though in a more 
abfirufo form, in an allegory; from an image, fog­
geited by the former part of tlu: prophecy, happily 
introduced, -and well purfued: 

"Thus faith the Lord J EHov AH: 

"I myfclf will take from the !hoot of the lofty cedar; 
" E \en a tei1der cion from \he top of Jiis cions will I 
• "pluck otf: 

"And 
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" And I myfelf will plant it on a mountain high and 
"eminent. 

"On the lofty mountain of Ifrael will I plant it; 
"And it fhall exalt its branch, and bring forth fruit; 
"And it fhall become a majefiic cedar: 
"And under it fhall dwell all fowl ·of every wing; 
"In the fhadow of its branches ihall they dwell; 
" And all the trees of the field fhall know, 
"That I JEHOVAH have brought low the high tree; 
"Have exalted the low tree; 
u Have dried up the green tree; 
" And ~ave made the dry tree to flourifh : 
"I JEHOVAH have fpoken it, and will do it." 

Ezek. xvu. 22-24, 

The word ~.nrm in this pa-tfage, verfe 2_2, as the­
fentence now fl:ands, feems incapable of being re­
duced to any proper confl:rucl:ion or fenfe; none of 
the antient Verfions acknowlege it, except Theodo­
tion, and Vulg.; and ,all but the latter Yary nry 
much from the prefent reading of this claufe. Hou­
bigant's correcl:ion of the pa1fage, by reading, inJ 
ftead of ~r,rm, /ii'.:l~'l'I, ( and a tender don,) which is 
not very unlike it, (perhaps better j,l.:l1'1, with which 
the adjective ,, will agree without alteration,) is in­
genious and probable; aµd I have adopted it in the 
above tranilation. 
_ 6. they are :filled with cli,·incrs-J Hcb. <Ihey 
are filled from the Eajl; or, more than the Eafl. The 
ientcnce is manifeftly imperfect. The LXX, Vnlg. 
and Chaltlee, feem to have read C1i'~.:,; and the 
latter, with another word before it fignifying idols: 
they flre filled with idols as ji-o;;z tf cir:. Houbigant 
for □1i'~ reads ODj'O, as·Brcntins had propofed long 
ago. I r:tthcr think, that boi !i wurd~ together 
gi,-e us the true re;1.cli1,g: l:l1jm □vjJ::J, -:ri:h divina­
tion from the Eafl; and that the firft ,-,·cm'. hls been 
bv mifrake omittc:d. fron, its fimil:tude to tbe fc-. 
C;JllU. , 

3 
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Ibid. And they mu1tiply-] Seven MS~ and one 
Edition read ,p~:::io,. '' Read in1:1~': and have joined 
themfa!ves to the children of jirangers; that is, in mar­
ri~tge, or worihip." DR. Jt.:nn. So Vulg. adh.,;:Je­
runt. Compare chap. x r -.- . I. But the ,·e!·y learned 
profeifor CheYalicr l\lich;s.elis !1:is explained the worcl 
in::,o,, Job, xxx. 7. (German tranflation, note on 
the pl::ice) in anotl:cr m:mncr; v:hich perfectly well 
agrees with that phcc, anc! perli::tps will be found to 
giYe as good a iL·ofe Lcre. n'ElD, the noun, means 
corn fpringing tip, not from the feed regularly fown 
on cul fr atecl l:!nd, but in the untillecl field, from 
the fc:1ttered grains of the former harYeft. This, 
by an eafy metaphor, is applied to a fpurious brood 
of children irregularly and cafually begotten. The 
Lxx feem to ha,·e unclerftood the Yerb here in this 
fenfe, reading it as Vulg. feems to have done: this 
juftifics their vcrfion, which it is hard to account 
·for in any other manner: xrx, -:-,xvci::. -;:;,oA.11." ~7'.7'.~1Ju7'.or. 
E7Ev19;i @1c1f. Compare Hofca, v. 7. and LXX 

there. 
7 . .And his land is filled with horfes] This was 

in direct contradiction to God's command in the 
Law: " But he [the king] fhall not multiply horfcs 
" to himfelf; nor caufe the people to return to 
'' Egypt, to the end that he fnoulcl multiply horfes: 
" -neither 1hall he greatly multiply to himfelf fil­
" vcr and gold." Deut. xvu. 16, 17. Uzziah 
fr-ems to haYe followed the example of Solomon, 
(fee -I Kings x. 26-29) who firft tranfgrefied in 
rheCc particular:'> : he recovered the Port of Elath on 
the Red Sea, and with it that commerce, which, in 
Solomon's <lays, had " made fih·er and gold as 
"plenteous :1: Jerufalem as ftones :" 2 Chron. I. 15. 
He had :m army of 307,500 men: in which, as we 
may infer from this tcfrirnony of Ifaiah, the chariots 
~:-:cl horie m:!de a confakrablc part. '' The law 

'' above 
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" above mentioned was to be a ftanding trial of 
" prince :rnd people, whether they had truft and 
" confidence in God their deliverer." See Bp. Sher­
lock's Difcourfes on Prophecy, Differ!:. IY. where 
he has excellently explained the rcafon and effect of 
the law, and the influence which the obfervance or 
neglect of it had on the affairs of the lfraelite_s. 

8. And his hand is filled with idols] Uzziah and 
Jotham are both faid, (2 Kings xv. 3, 4. and 34, 
35.) "to have done th:..t which was·right in the 
" fight of the Lord;" '(that is, to have adhered to, 
and maintained, the legal worfhip of God, in op­
pofition to idolatry, and all irregular worfhip; for 
to this fenfc the meaning of that phrafe is commonly 
to be reftrained ;) " fave that the high places were 
" not removed., where the people frill facrificcd and 
" burned incenfc." There was hardly any time, 
when they were quite free from this irregular 
and unlawful practice; which they feem to have 
looked upon as very confiftent with the true worihip 
of God; and which feems in fame meafure to have 
been tolerated, while the Tabernacle was removed from 
place to place, and before the Temple was built. 
Even after the converfion of Manaifeh, when he had 
removed the ftrange gods, and commanded Judah 
to ferve JEHOVAH the God of Ifrael; it is added, 
" Nevertherlefs the people did facrifice frill on the: 
"high places, yet unto JEHOVAH their God only." 
2 Chron. xxxur. 17. The worfhiping on the high 
places therefore does not neceifarily imply idolatry : 
and from what is fa.id of thefe two kings, Uzziah 
and J otham, we may p1:efume, that the public ex­
ercife of idolatrous wor111ip was not permitted in 
their time. The idols therefore here fpoken of muft 
have been fuch as were defigned for a private and 
fecret ufe. Such probably were the Teraphim fo 
often mentioned in Scripture; a kind of houfehold 

gods, 
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go<ls, of human form, as it ihould feem, (fee S:un. 
x1x. 13. and compare Gen. xxxr. 34.) of different 
magnitude, ufe<l for idolatrous and fuperftitious 
purpofes; particularly for divination, and as oracles~ 
which they confolted for direL9:ion in their affairs. 

9. -iha11 be bowed down J This has reference 
to the preceding verf e : they bowe:d themielYes down 
to their idols; therefore ihall they be bowed down 
and brought low under the a,·enging hand of God. 

1 o. When he arifoth to ftrike the earth with ter­
ror.] On the authority of LXX, confirmed by the 
Arabic, and an Antient ::-.1 s, I have here added to 
the text a line, which in the 19th and 21 ft verfes is 
repeated together with the preceding line, and has, 
I think, evidently been omitted by miil:ake in this 
place. The MS here nries only in one letter from 
the reading of the other two verfes: it has )'i~J in­
ftead of yiNi1. 

1 I. -be humblerl] " For m,, ?:IV, read i?;)llt 
'' mu." DR. nuR ELL. \Vhich rectifas the Gram­
m:uical Conftruction. 

13-16. Even againft all the cedars-] Thefe 
verles afford us a ftrik!ng example of tl:at pccdiar 
way of writing, which makes a princ;p:.i.l char:.iBe­
riftic of the parabolical or poetical fryle of the Iie­
brews, and in which their prophets deal fo b.igely: 
namely, their manner of exliibitinr-,; thi1,~s di,·iiie, fpi-
• I I l 1· • 1 b • • l ntua , n:ora, am. po 1tic:u, v a :kt et 111.1i,!?"CS :-,tKen 

from things mtural, arti1ici::.l, rc}:g:u::s, 1;ifroric2!; 
in the way of metaphor or :i.lle;;-i~y. Of tk0.:: e:1-
turc furnif11cs r.1t1ch the b:·geit and the mcfr ple::­
fing f11:1ie ; an.cl :11! poetry h:1s chiefly 1·ecourfc to na­
tm::i.l images, as the richc1t ::nd mofr powerful fource 
of illuftratioP.. Dt!t it n1:.1v be obierYed of fre He­
brew noetr)· in parricubr: that in the n[e of :"uci1 

.l • 

images, and in the ap1)l:c:1fr:n of them in the wdy 
of illuitr::i.tion or c,rnai1~::nt, it is more rcgubr ,1fld 

YOL. 11. H c:.n:fo:1.nt 
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conftant than any other poetry whatever; that it has, 
for the moft part, a fet of images appropriated in a 
manner to the explication of certain fubjecl:s. Timi 
you will find, in many other places befide this be­
fore us, that cedars of Libanus and oaks of Bafan 
are uied, in the way of metaphor and allegory, for 
kings, princes, potentates, of the higheft rank; high 
mountains and lofty hilh, for kingdoms, republics, 
ftates, cities ; towers and fortrdfos, for defenders· 
and protetl:ors, whether by counfel or by ftrength1 
in peace or war; fhips of Tarfhifh, and works of 
art and invention employed in adorning them, for 
merchants, men enriched by commerce, and abound­
ing in all the luxuries and elegancies of life ; fuch as 
thofe of Tyre and Sidon ; for it appears from the 
courfe of the whole paifage, and from the train of 
ideas, that the fortreifes and the ihips are to be 
taken metaphorically, as well as the high trees and 
the lofty mount:iins. _ 

Ships of Tarfhii11 are in Scripture frequently ufed 
by a metonymy for fhips in general, eipecially fuch 
as are employed in carrying on traffic between diftant 
countries ; as Tarfhifh was the moft celebrated mart 
of thoie times, frequented of old by the Phenicians, 
and the principal fource of wealth to Judea and the 
neighbouring countries. The learned feem now to 
be perfectly well agreed, that Tarfhiih is Tarteffus, 
a cir,, of Spain, at the mouth of the river Breotis; 
whe~ce the Phenicians, who firft opened this trade. 
brought fil-ver and gold, (Jer. x. 9. Ezek. xxv11. 
1 :?.. ) in which that co~mtry then abounded ; and 
purfu:ng their voyage ftill further to the Cafiiterides,. 
(Bcchart. Canaan, 1. cap. 39. IIuet, Hiit. de Com­
merce, p. 194.) the iflands of Scilly and Cornwal. 
they brought from thence lead and tin. 

'i"ar{hiih is cdcbrated in Scripture, (2 Chron. VIII. 

17, 18. rx. 21.) for the trade which Solomon car­
ried 
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ried on thither, in conjun&ion with the Tyrians: 
Jehofaphat (r Kings xxrr. 48. 2 Chron. xx. 36.) 
attempted afterward to renew that trade ; and from 
the account given of his attempt it appears, that his 
fleet was to fail from Eziongeber on the Red Sea : 
they muft therefore have defigned to fail round 
Africa, as Solomon's fleet probably had done before; 
(fee Heut, Hiftoire de Commerce, p. 32.) for it was 
a three years voyage; (2 Chron. rx. 21.) and they 
brought gold from Ophir, probably on the coaft of 
Arabia, 1ilver from Tarteffus, 2nd ivory, apes, and 
peacocks, from Africa. " ,,::,:m,~, Afri, Africa, the 
Roman termination, Africa terra. ~,v,n, fame city, 
or country, in Africa. So Chald. _on I Kings xxrr. 
49. where he renders tl''!l)in by i1j?'i:l~ ; and com­
pare 2 Chron. xx. 36. from whence it appears, that 
to go to Ophir and to Tad11ifh is one and the fame 
thing." DR. JUBB. It is certain, that under Pha­
raoh Necho, about two hundred years afterwud, 
this voyage was made by the Egyptians. (Herodot. 
1v. 42.) They failed from the Red Sea, an<l re­
turned by the :Metliterranean, and they performed 
it in three years; juft the fame time that the voyage 
under Solomon had taken up. It app~ars likcwife 
from Pliny, (Nat. Hift. 1 r. 67.) that the paffage 
round the C:i.pe of Good Hope was known and fre­
quently praclifed before his time; by Hanno the 
Carthaginian, when Carthage was in its glory; by 
one Eudoxus, in the time of Ptolemy Lathyrus king 
of Egypt; and Cce1ius i\ntipater, an hifto,ian· of 
good credit, fomewhat earlier than Pliny, teftifies, 
that he had feen a merchant, who had made the 
voyage frbm Gades to i.Ethiopia. The Portugnefe 
un<lcr Vafco de Gama, near three hundred years 
ago, recoYered this navigation, after it had been in~ 
termittcd :mcl loit for many centmies. 

D 2 18, 
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18. -ih~.11 di_fappear7 The antient Verfions,. and, 
an Antient l\1 s, read -,:::,~r,,, plural. 

• 19-21; into caYerns of rocks-] The country 
of Judea, being mountainous and rocky, is· full of 
caverns; as it app~ars from the hiftory of David's 
perfecution under Saul. At Engedi, in particular, 
there was a Gffe fo large, tha.t DaYi<l with fix hun­
dred men hid themfelves in the fides of it; and Saul 
entered the mouth of the cave without perceiving' 
that '.1ny_one was there. (1 fom. xxr,·.). Jofephu~ 
(Ant1q. hb. xiv. cap. 15. and Bell. Juel. lib. 1. cap. 
16.) tells us of a num.2rous gang of banditti, who, 
h;,.,·ing infefted the country, and being purfued by 
Herod with his army, retired into certain caverns, 
almoft in<lcccffible, near Arb:da in Galilee, where 
they were with great difficulty fubducd. Some of 
thefe were natural, others artificial. " .Be,;ond Da­
" ma/cus, (fays Strabo, Jib. xvi.) are tv\/o moun­
.. t:tins called Trachoncs; [from which the country 
~' has the name of Trachonitis :] and from hence, 
" towards Arabia and J turea, are certain rugged 
u mountains, in which there arc deep caverns; on~ 
" of which will hold four thoufand men." Taver­
nier (\'oyage de Pcrfc, part 11. eh. 4.) ijx:aks of a 
grot, between Aleppo and Bir, that would hold near 
t•hrce thoufand horfc. " Three hours <liftant from 
"' Sidon, about a mile from the tea, there nms along 
" a high rocky mountain ; in the fides of which arc~ 
'' hewn :1 multitude of grots, all Yery little diftering 
"- from each other. Thev han: entrances ab-mt two 
" foot fquilre: on the i.p[Jde ym: find :n :1101~ or all 
" of them a room of about four p.rds is_u~.,::. ''1J1erc 
" are of thefe fubterraneous ca,·c:rns two in;;,drcd in 
'' number. It may, with probability at ]\'ail-, be 
'·' concluded that thell" place, were comfr:ccl for 
'·' the ufe of the livinr!, and not of the tlcad. Stra-
" bo defcribes the habitations of the Troglodytro to 

" hav~• 
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u have been fomcwhat of this kir.d." l\1aundrell, 
p. r 18. The Horites, who d·.·1elt in Mount Scir, 
were Troglodytes, as their name o,,n imports. But 
thofe mentioned by Strabo were on each iide of the 
Arabian gulph. iJ\fohamme<l (Koran, chap. xv. 
and xxv1.) ipeaks of a tribe of Arabians, the tribe 
of Thamud, " who hewed houfes out of the moun­
" tains, to fecure themfelves." Thus, '' becaufe 
" of the Midianites, the children of Ifrael made 
" them the <lens which are in the mountains, and 
" caves, and ftrong holds." (Judges, v 1. 2.) To 
thefe they betook themf elves for refuge in times of 
diftrefs, and hoftile inva1ion : " vVhen the men 
" of Ifrael faw that they were in a ftraight, (for the 
" people were <liftreifed,) then the people did hide 
" themfelves, in caves, and in thickets, and in 
" rocks, and in high places, and in pits." ( 1 Sam. 
xru. 6. and fee Jer. XLI- 9.) The.::-efore "to enter 
'' into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of 
" the earth," was to them a very proper and fami­
liar image to exprefs terror and confternation. The 
prophet Hof ea hath carried the fame image further, 
and added great ftrength and f pirit to it: chap. x. 8. 

"They th:ill fay to the mountains, Cover us; 
•• And to the hills, Fall on us.'' 

Which image, together with thefe of Ifaiah, is 
adopted by the f:1blime author of the Revelation, 
(chap. vr. 15, r6.) who frequently borrows his 
imagery from our prophet. 

20. -which they have made to worfhip-J The 
word ,,, for .himfelf, is omitted by an ancient .MS, 

and is unneccffary. It does not appear, that any 
copy of .LXX has it, except M1- Pachom. and MS 1. 

D. rr. and they have i1Xvro1;, c:m1,, plural. 
Ibid. -to the moles-] They fhall carry their 

idols with them into the dark caverns, old ruins, or 
D J defo-
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defolate places, to which they ihall flee for refuge; 
and fo ihn.11 give them up, and relinquifh them to 
the filthy animals that frequent fuch places, and 
have taken poffeffion of them as their proper habi­
tation. Bellonius, Greaves, P. Lucas, and many 
other travellers, foeak of bats of an enormous fize, 
as inhabiting the Great Pyramid. See Harmer, 06-
ferv. vol. II. 455. Three M:SS exprefs mi5li5ln, the 
,noleJ, as one word. 

CH A P. III, 

t. Every ftay and fupport.-J Heb. " the fup­
" port mafculine, and the fupport feminine:" that 
is, every kind of fupport, whether great or fmall, 
ftrong or weak. " Al kanitz, wal-kanitzah; the 
" wild beaft, male and female. Proverbially ap­
,, plied both to fiihing and hunting: i. e. I feifed 
" ~!1e prey, great or little, good or bad. From 
" hence, as Schi.!ltens obferves, is explained, If. 111. 

" i. liter:.1lly the m:ile and female )lay: i. e. the 
" ftrong and weak, the great and fmall." Chappe­
low, note on Hariri, Afiembly 1. Compare Eccles, 
u. 8. 

The two following verfes, 2, 3, are very clearly 
explained by the facreci. hifrorian's account of the 
event, the captivity of Jehoiachin by NebuchadnezJ 
z;i,r king of Babylon: "And he carried away all Je­
" rufalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty 
'' men of valour, even ten thoufand captives, and 
" all the craftfmen and fr~1iths: none remained, faye 
'' the poorcfr fort of the people of the land." 2 Kings 
XXIV. I4. 

4. l will make boys their princes-] This alfo wa~ 
folly accomplii11ecl in the it 1Ccc11ion of weak and wicked 
princes. from the deati1 of J oJiah to the defrruction 
of the City and Temple, and the taking of Zekediah, 
the laft ot them, by :\ebuch.i.dnczzar. 

6. -. of 
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6. -of his father's houfe.J For n':l, the an­
tient Interpreters feem to have read n•:io: 11:1 01xi11:1 

,.1:1 7;ux.eo~ av'T1:1: LXX. domefticum patris fui: 
Vulg. which gives no good ienfe. (But LXX MS 

1. D. 11. for 01KE11:1, has 01r.:1,1.) And, biJ brother, of 
his father's boufe, is little better than a tautology. 
The cafe feems to require, that the man iliould ap­
ply to a perfon of fame fort of rank and eminence ; 
one that was the head of his father's houfe; (fee Joili. 
xx11. 14.) whether of the houfe of him, who applies 
to him, or of any other; ,~JN n':l l!'N1. I cannot 
help fufpecbng therefore,. that the word -VN1 has 
been loft out of the text. 

Ibid. -faying-J Before i,~TJ1l', ~arment, two 
J.tss (one Antient) and the Babyloniili Talmud, 
have the word ioN',: and fo LXX, Vulg. Syr. Chald. 
I-place it, with Houbigant, after ;,',TJv. 

Ibid. -take by the garment.] That is, iliall in­
treat him in an humble and fopplicating manner. 
" Ten men iliall take hold of the fk.irt of him that is 
" a Jew; fa.ying: let us go with you; for we have 
" heard that God is with you." Zech. VIII. 23. 
And fo in Ifaiah, chap. 1 v. 1. the fame gefture -is 
ufed to e:xprefs earneft and humble intreaty. The 
behaviour of Saul towards Samuel was of the fame 
kind, when he laid hold on the fkirt of his raiment: 
I Sam. xv. z.7. The preceding and following verfei 
iliew, that his whole deportment, in regard to the 
prophet, was full of fubmi11ion and humility. 

Ibid. And let thy hancl fupport-] Before 
,,, nnr, a Ms adds i1'i1J1 ; another Ms adds in the 
fame place 11•:i n;,n, which latter fecms to be a- va­
rious reading of the two preceding words, making a 
very good fenfe ; " take into. thy hand our ruinous 
" 11:ate." Twenty one Mss, and three Editions, and 
the Babyloni[h Talmud, ha,·c ,,,,, plural. 

7. Then iliall he openly declare-] The Lxx, 
Syr. and Jerom. read N~,,, adding the Conjunction; 
which fecms necetfary in this })lace. 

D 4 lbi<l. 
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Ibid. Foi in my houfe is neither bread nor rai­
ment.] " it is cufiomary through all the Eafi, fays 
" Sir J. Chardin, to gather together an immenfe 
" quantity of furniture and clothes; for their fa­
" :fhions never alter." Princes and great men are 
obliged to have a great frock of fuch things in readi.,. 
nefs for preients upon all occafions. " The kings 
" of Perfia, fcJ,ys the fame author, have 'great ward­
" robes, \·;here there are always many hundreds of 
" habits ready, ddigr.ed for prefents, and farted.", 
Harmer, o:,rerv. 11. I, 1, and 88. A great quantity 
ofproYifion for the table \Ya5 qnally neceffary. The 
daily proYifton for Solomon's houfehold, whofe at 
,tci~cl:;,nts ·.vcre exceedingly numerous, was propor­
tior .. ;~bly g,cat. r Kings 1 v. 22, 23. fa·en Nehe­
:miah, in his ftrait circumfiances, had a large fop,. 
pl:, cL,ily for his table; at which were recei\·ed an. 
hu11cl.recl ancl fiftv of the Jews :1ncl Rulers, befide 
,thofo that came from among the neighbouring hea,. 
_thens. 1'\eli. v. 17, rS. 

This explains the meaning of the excufe made 
by him, that is defired to undertake the gm·ern­
mcnt : he :.llcges, th2,,t he has not wherewith:il to 
fuIJport the cl ignity of the ftat:on, by fuch acts of 
liberality a;,d hofpitality, as the law of cuftom re­
quired of pcrfons of fuperior rank. See l-farmer', 
Obfen-ations, J. 340. II. 88. 

8. -the cloud] This word appears to be of 
verv doubtful form, from the printed Editions, the 
Mr.~, wd the ant1cnt Vcrfions. The firfl: Joel in 
'~'V, ·which is nece{fary acC:Or<ling to the common 
interpretation, is irr many of t!1em on.1ittecl: the two 
lafr letters are upon a rafure in two MSS. I think it 
fonuid be p~, as the Syriac reads; and that the al­
lmion is to the Cloud, in which the glory of the 
Lorcl :1rpcarcd above the tabernacle; fee Exocl. x n. 
9, 10. XL. 34--38, Numb. xn. 41, 42. 

10, 
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, 10. Pronounce ye-J The reading of this verfe 
is very dubious. The LXX for ,,o~ read ,o~); or· 
both, ioN) iioN: and i)? :m~ N? ,~. d17crwµ::~ Tov d1-
;;ca1ov, on dWX,fi'/~O~ rJJJ-lll EC:1. Perhaps, for ,,oN, the 
true reading may be iivN, blr:Js ye: or ,,iU~ iitlN> 
jzy ye, bl~/Jed is- Vulg. and an Antient Ms read> 
in the fingular number, ?JN', comcdet. 

12. Pervert] i:ih::i, fwailow. Among many un­
fatisfacrory methods of accounting for the unufual 
meaning of this word, in this place, I choofe Jarchi's 
explication, as making the beft fenfe. " Read i',',::i, 
"confound. Syr." DR. JUBB. " Read i~;,J, diflurb, 
'' or trouble." SECKER. So LXX. ' • 

13. -his people] iov, LXX. 

14. -my vineyard] 'PiJ, Lxx, Chald. Jerom. 
15. Ancl grind the faces] The expreffion and 

the image is ftrong, to denote grievous oppreffion , 
but is exceeded by the prophet Micah : 

" Hear, I pray you, ye chiefs of Jacob; 
" And ye princes of the houfe of Ifrael: 
'' ls it not yours to know wh~.t is right? 
'' Y c that hate good, and love evil: 
i, Who tear their fkin from off them; 
" And their flefh from off their bones: 
" \V ho devour th~ flefh of my people; 
'' And flay froin off them th€ir fkin: 
'' And their hones they daCT1 in pieces; 
" And chop them afunder, as morfels for the pot; 
" And as fletb thrown into the midll of the cauldron," 

Micah, 111. 1--3. 

In the bft line but one, f ()r illl~J, read, by the 
tr:rnfpofition _of ~ letter, ,~1!!J, with the LXX, and 
Chalcl. 

16. And falfely fetting off their eyes with paint) 
Hcb. Jafltjying their eyes. I t3.ke this to be the true 
rne~ning and literal rendcl·ing of the word; from,;,~. 

The 
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The Maforetes have pointed it, as if it were from 
.,,,Iv, a different word. This arofe, as I imagine, 
from their fuppofing, that the word was the fame 
with 1i'D, Chald. intucri, innuere oculis; or that it 
had an affinity with the noun Hip10, which the Chal­
deans, or the Rabbins at leaft, ufe for jlibium, the 
mineral which was commonly ufed in colouring the 
eyes. See Jarchi's Comment on the place. Though 
the colouring of the eyes with ftibium be not parti­
cularly here exprefied, yet I fuppofe it to be implied; 
and fo the Chaldee paraphrafe explains it; "jlibio 
" linitis oculis." This fafhion feems to ha,·e pre­
vailed very generally among the Eaftern people in 
a.ntient times ; and they retain the very fame to 
this day. 

Pietro della Valle, giving a defcription of his 
wife, an Aifyrian lady, born in Mefopotamia, and 
educated at Baghdad, whom he married in that 
country, (Viaggi Tom. 1. Lettera 17.) fays, " Her 
" eye-lafhes, which are long, and, according to 
" the cuftom of the Eaft, dreifed with ftibium, (as 
" we often read in the holy fcriptures of the Hebrew 
"women of old, (Jer. 1v. 30. Ezek. XXIII. 40.) 
" and in Xenophon of Aftyages the grandfather of 
" Cyrus, and of the Medes of that time, Cyropred. 
" Lib. 1.) give a dark, and at the fame time a ma­
" jeftic fhade to the eyes." " Great eyes, (fays 
"Sandys, Travels, p. 67, fpeaking of the Turkifh 
" women,) they have in principal repute; and of 
" thofe the blacker they be, the more amiable: in­
" fomuch that they put hetween the eye-lids and the 
" eye a certain black powder, with a fine long pencil,, 
" made of a mineral, brought from the kingdom of 
" Fez, and cailed Alcobole; which by the not rlifa­
" greeable fi:aining of the lids <loth better fct forth 
'' the whitenefs of the eye: and'°rhough it b~ rrou­
~• blcfomc for a time, yet it comfortcth t!1c iight:-, 

'' ;.wJ 
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" and repelleth ill humours." " Vis ejus [fiibii] 
" afiringere ac refrigerare, principalis autem circa. 
" oculos; namque ideo etiam plerique Platyoph­
" thalmon id appcllavere, quoniam in calliblepharis 
" mulicrum dilat..1t oculos; & fluxiones inhibet 
" oculorum exulcerationefque." Plin. Nat. Rift. 
XXXIII. 6. 

" I lie luperciliurn mad:da fuligine tine\ um 
'' Obli<]U.a producit acu, pingitque trementes 
'' Attollens oculos." Juv. Sat. II. 92. 

" But none of thof e [l\foori-fh J ladies, fays Dr. 
" Shaw (Travels, p. 294- fol.) take themfeh-es to 
" be completely <lreifecl, till they have tinged the 
" hair and edges of their eye-lids with A!-kahol, the 
" powder of lead ore. This operation is performed 
" by dipping :firft into the powder a fmall wooden 
" bodkin of the thicknefs of a quill, and then draw­
" ing it afterwards through the eye-lids, over the 
" b:ill of the eye." Ezekiel (xxn r. 40.) ufes the 
fame word in the form of a verb, 1'.)'J) n',n:i, "thou 
" did ft drefs thine eyes with .A!-caho! ;" which the 
LXX render E~1b1[~ -r~~ o+A~\u1,1~ c,~, " thou didft 
" drefs thine eyes with jlibium ;" jnft as they do, 
when the word 1~:l is employed: (compare 2 Kings 
IX. 30. Jer. n. 30.) they foppofed therefore, that 
11:::i and ',n:i, or, in the Arabic form, /ll-ca/,ol, 
meant the fame thing; and probably the mineral 
ufed of ol<l, for this purpofe, was the fame that is 
ufed now; which Dr. Shaw, (ibid. note,) fays, is 
" a rich lead ore, pounded into an impalpable pow­
" der." A!coholados; the word rniptUo, in this place, 
is thus rendered in an old SpaniJh tranflation. Sane~ 
tius. See alfo Ruffell's Nat. Hifl:. of .Aleppo, p. 102. 

The following i1wentory, as one may caH it, of 
the wardrobe of a Hebrew bely, mufr, from its anti-
9uity, and from the nature_ o(the fubjecl:, have been 

very 
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very obfcurc, even to the moft antient interpreters, 
which we have of it; and, from its obfcurity, muft 
have been a1fo peculiarly liable to the rniftakes of 
tranfcribers: however, it is rather matter of curio-· 
:fity th;;:n of importance; and indeed it is, upon the. 
whole, ·more intelligible, and lefs cormptcd, than 
one might have reafonably expecl:ed. Clem:ens Alcx­
z.ndrinus (Pxd:ig. lib. u. cap. 12.) and Julius Pol­
Iux (lib. VII. cap. 22.) have each of them preferYed, 
from a comedy of Arifi:ophanes, now loft, a :fimilar 
catalogue of the fc,·e::al parts of the drefs and orna­
ments of a Grecian lady; which though much more 
tapable of illuftration from other writers, though of 
later date, and quoted and tranfmitted down to us 
by two different ::rnthors; yet feems to be much lefa 
intelligible, and confiderably more corrupted, than 
this paifa.ge of Ifaiah. Salma:fius has endeavoured, 
by comparing the two quotations, and by much cri­
tical conjecl:ure and learned difquifition, to reftore 
the true reading, and to explain the particulars; with 
what fuccefs, I leave to the determination of the 
learned reader, whofe curiofity !hall lead him to 
compare the pa{fage of the Comedian with this of 
tl1e Prophet, and to examine the Critic's learned la­
bours upon it. Exercit. Plinian. p. I 148; or fee 
Clem. Alex. as cited abm·e, Edit. Potter, where the 
paff..,ge as correcl:ed by Salmafius is given. 

Nich. Guil. Schrocderus, profeifor of Oriental 
1a.nguages in the uniYer1ity of ~1arpurg, has pub­
liihcd a very learned and jmlicious treatiie upon this 
paffage of Ifaiah. The title of it is, " Commenta­
" rius Philologico-Criticus De Veftitu Mulierum 
" Hebrn:mum ad Iefai. nr. v. 16--24. Lugd. Bat, 
" 1745." 4to. As I think no one has handled this 
fubject with fo much judgement and ability as this 
author, I ha Ye for the moil: part followed him, in 
giving the explination of the fcveral terms denoting 

the 
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the different parts of c.lrefs, of which this paffage 
confifts; ·fignifying the reafons of my <liffent, where 
he docs not giYe me full fatisfattion. 

17. -will the Lord humble-] -rau1~..-Ju21, LXX; 

and fo Syr. and Chald. For n::iv they read ~ElZ'. 
Ibid. -expofe their nakeclnefs] It was the bar­

barous cuftom of the Conquerors of thofe times to 
ftrip thc:r capti,·es n:::.kcci, and to make them tr:ffel 
in that condition, expolcd to the inclemency of the 
weather; and, the worit of all, to the intokrabJe 
he:.1.t of the fun. But this to the women was the 
highth of cruelty and indignity; and efpecially to 
foch as thofe here dcfcribed, who had indulged 
themfelves in all manr:er of delicacies of li,·ing, and 
:dl the fuperfluities of ornr.mental drefs ; and even 
whofe faces had hardly eYer been expofecl to the 
fight of man. This is always mentioned as the 
hardefl: part of the lot of captiYes. Nahum, de­
nouncing the fate of Niniveh, paints it in very ftrong 
colours: 

" Behold, T am againft thee, faith JEHOVAH God of 
" 1:-Jofi:s: 

"And 1 will <lifcover thy 1kirts upon thy face; 
" A1:d I will e~pofe thy nakednefs to the nation.; 
'' And to the kingdoms 1hy fhame. 
"i\nd l will tlirow ordures upon thee; 
"And I will make thee vile, and fet thee as a g:tzing 

•· flock." Nahum, III. 5, 6. 

18. -the ornaments of the feet-rings-] The 
hte learned Dr. Hunt, profeffor of Hebrew and 
Arabic in the univer!ity of Oxford, has very well 
expbined the-word OJV, both -rcrb and noun, ia his 
very ingenious Diilertation on Prov. ·vr 1. 22, 23. 
The Yerb means to ikip, to boun<l, to <l:mce along; 
.:rnd the noun, thofe orname:-its of the fc.::t; which 
the Eaftern ladies wore; chains, or rings, which 
made a tinkling foWld as they moved nimbly in w~lk-

mg. 
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ing. Eugene Roger, Defcription de la Terre Sainte, 
liv. 11. chap. 2. !peaking of the Arabian women of 
the firfr rank, in Palcftine, fays, "Au lieu de braffe­
" lets elles ant de menottes d'argent, qu'elles par­
" tent aux poigneu & aux pieds; ou font attachez 
" qu:rntite de petits annelets d'argent, qui font un 
" cliquetis comme d'une cymbale, lorfqu'elles che­
" minent ou fe mouvent quelque peu." See Dr. 
Runt's Diffcrtation; where he produces other tefti­
monies to the fame purpofe from authors of Travels. 

Ibid. -the net-works] I am obliged to differ 
from the learned Schroederus, almoft at firft fetting 
out: he renders the word 0101.:iv by fa!iculi,.___ little 
ornaments, bulh, or ftuds, in iliape reprefenting 
the fun, and fo anfwering to the following word 
0 1~,il~, lunulce, ,reflcnts. He fuppofes the word to 
be the fame with CJ'll''OlL', the • in the fecond fylla­
ble making the word diminuti,·e, and the letter o 
befog changed for .J, a letter of the fame organ. 
How juft and well-founded his authorities for the 
tr;-mfmutation of thefe letters in the Arabic language 
are, I cannot pretend to judge; but,· as I know of 
no fuch inftancc in Hebrew, it ieems to me a nry 
forced etymology. Being cii!fatisfied with this ac­
count of the matter, I applied to my good friend 
abovemeritioncd, the late Dr. Hunt, ,,·ho ,·ery kindly 
returned the following anfi.ver to my inquiries: 

" I have con(ultcd tl1e Arabic Lexicons, as well MS 

'' as printed, but cannot find □'O'J:!! in any of them, 
H nor any thing belor~;ing to it. So that no help is 
" to be had from that language towards clearing up 
" the rn.caning of this ditlicult word. But what the 
" Arabic denie~, the Syriac perhaps may afford; in 
" which I fiml the ,·erb l!/Jil' to entanrzJe, or inter­
" weave, an etymology which is equally foxourable 
" to o:ir marginal tranlbtion, net v.:orks, with ,•::ic.•, 
'' to make rhcq1-1cr---:.v:t1k, or an_!ro:dcr, (the word by 

2 " v,hich 
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" which Kimchi and others have explained 0'JV,) 
" and has moreover this advantage over it, that the 
" letters IV and O are very frequently put for each 
" other, but :l and o fcarce ever. Aben Ezra joins 
" c,c,,JIV and c,o:iv, (which immediat~ly precedes 
" it,) together; and fays, that O'.JllJ was the orna­
" mmt of the legs, as O:>V was ~f the feet. His words 
" are, c,,.l, ';,v o:iv 11'.J::J c 1p1iv ,v ~1:v:,n 01Jiv" 

!?. 1. The jewels of the nofrril-J t')Nil ,~rl. 
Schroederus explains this, as many others do, of 
jewels, or firings of pearl, hanging from the fore­
head, and reaching to the upper part of the nofe. 
But it appears from many paffages of Holy Scripture, 
ihat the phrafe is to be literally and properly under­
flood of Nofe-jewels, rings fet with jewels, hanging 
from the noftrils, as ear-rings from the ears, by holes 
bored to receive them. 

Ezekiel, enumerating the common ormments of 
women of the :firft rank, has not omitted this parti­
cular, and is to be underftood in the fame manner : 
chap.xv1.. II, 12. (SeealfoGen.xxiv.47.) 

"And I decked thee with ornaments; 
'' And I put bracelets upon thine hands, 
'' And a chain on thy neck: 
",And l put a jewel on thy nofe, 
" And ear-rings 011 thine cars, 
" And a fplendid crown upon thine head." 

Antl in an elegant proYerb of Solomon there is a. 
manifrH: alluiion to this kind of ornament, which 
1hews it to ha Ye been u!ed in his time: 

" As a jewel-in gold in th: fnout of a fwine; 
.. So is a woman beautiful, but wanting difcretion." 

l'rov. XI. 22. 

This fafhion, howeYer firange it may appear to us, 
was formerly, and is flill, common in many parts of 
the Eafi, among women of all ranks. Paul Lucas, 

1iicaking 
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fpeaking of a village, or clan, of wandering people, 
::i little on this fide of the Euphrates; " The women, 
" fays he, (IId Voyage du Levant, tom. i. art. 24.) 
almofl: all of them travel on foot; I faw none hand­
fome among them. They have almoft all of them 
the nofe bored, an<l wear in it a gre'at ring, which 
makes them ftill more deformed." .But in regard to 
this cuftom, hetter authority cannot be produced, 
than that of Pierro della Valle, in the account which 
he gives of the lady beforementioned, Signora Maani 
Gioerida, his own wife. The defcription of her 
drefs, as to the ornamental parts of it, with which 
he introduces the mention of this particular, will 
give us fome notion of the tafte of the Eaftern ladies 
for finery. " The ornaments of.gold, and of jewels, 
for the head, for the neck, for the arms, for the 
legs, and for the feet, (for they wear rings e,·en on· 
their toes) are indeed, unlike thofe of the Turks, 
carried to great excefa; but not of great valne: for 
in Baghdad jewels of high price either are not to be 
had, or are not ufed; and they wear fuch only as 
are of little Yalue; as turquoifcs, finall rnbie5, emc­
raids, carbuncles, garnets, pearls, and the like. 
My fpoufe drefies herielf with all of them according 
to their fafhion ; with ~xception however of certain 
ugly rings of very large fizc, fet with jewels, which 
in truth very abfor<lly, it is the cuftom to wear faf­
tened to one of their noftrils, like buftalos : an an-

• tient cufl:om however in the Eaft, which, as we find 
in the Holy Scriptures, pre.ailed among the Hebrew 
ladies even in the time of Solomon. (Prov. x r. 22.) 

Thefe Nofe-rings in coinplaitance to me ihc ha5 lcfr 
off: but I have not yet been able to prevail with her 
coufin and her fifters to do the fame : fo fond 2.rc 
they of an old cuftom, be it c·, er fo abfur:\ who 
have been long hauituatcu to it." Yi:1r:gi, Tom. 1. 

JJett. I 7• 
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23. The tranfparent garments-} 0\)i\~)M, Tl¼ 

d11XJ,1X1·1'J A1Xx:,mx1X, LXX. A kind of filken clrefa, 
tranf parent, like gauze; worn only by the rnofr de­
licate women, and fuch as drefled tlwmfehes " ele­
gantius, quam needle eflet probi~." 'fhis fort of 
g:mnent, \\'as afterwards in uk among the Greeks. 
Prodicus, in his celcbrn.:c<l Fable (Yenoph. Merno­
rab. Socr. Lib. 1 r .J cxhi!)its the penonage of Sloth 
in thi, drefs: EJ"9;ira ;s,, E~ Ji~ IX'/ f'-1X/\i;IX wp" ;s,,.­
MJJ-7.01, 

Her robe betrav'd 
Thr,,tH!,h the clear texture cvc.ry tender limh, 
Hightl.'ning the charms it on!y frem'J to fhade; 
And as it rlow'd adown fo loufe and thin, 

Her ibrn1c 1hew'd n,on: t::ill, more fnowy white her 
ikin. 

They were called 1\fo1titia, and Coa (fc. vefi:imenta) 
by the Romans, from their being invented, or ra­
ther introcluce<l into Greece, by one Pamp> ;b of 
the iOancl of Cos. This, like other Grcci:.m fafoions, 
was received at Rome, wh<.>n luxury began to pre-,ail 
under the Emoerors; i, \Yas fometimcs worn c,-cn 
by the men, b~t looked upon a5 a mark of cx.trcn,e 
etteminacy: (fee Juwnal S,,t. 1r. 65, &c.) Puhlius 
Svrus, who lived when the fal11:on w:i.s firfr i1;tro­
d~iced, h::i.s gi,-cn ::i. in::11ourot:s fariric:.11 defcrip:ioa 
of it in t·,vo lir.cs, which by ch1nce ha,·e been pre­
fen'ell: 

.. lEquu;n dt, inducrc m:ptam vcntum t,xti!t:n? 
" Pa!am pro!bre nuc:un i:1 nebula linc:l :" 

~+- fofrcacl-of perfume-] A principal p:.1rt of 
the delicacy of the .Afiatic bdie~ wn!i'.cs i11 the ufe 
of ba~hs, ,and 0~ the richefr oils anll rerforr.e;: an 
attention to which is, in fame degree, neceJfary in 
thole hot cnuntries. Frequent mention is m:id1: nf 

YOL. II. E the: 



NOTES ON CHAP. III. 

the rich ointments of the Spoufe in the Song of So­
lomon: 

" How beautiful are thy bre1fis, my iifier, my fpoufe ! 
" How much mere excellent than wine;-
" And tlie odour of thine ointments than all perfumes ! 
"Thy lips drop as the honey-comb, my fpoufe ! 
" Honey and mil' .. are under thy tongue: 
" And the odour of thy garments is as the odour of 

" Lebanon." Cant. 1 v. 10, 11. 

The preparation for Efl:her's being introdccecl to 
king Ahafuerus \Vas a courie of bathing and per­
fuming for a whole year; " Six months with oil of 
myr:-he, and fix months with fweet odours." Efth. 
II. 12. A difeafod and loathfome habit of body, 
infl:ead of a beautiful :fkin, foftened and made agree­
able with all that Art could cleYifc, and all that Na­
ture, fo prodigal in thofe countries of the richeft per­
fumes, could fupply 1 muft have been a punifhment 
the moft fevere, and the moft mortifying to the de­
licacy of thefe haughty daughters of Sion. 

Ibid. A fun-burnt fkin-j Gaf par Sancl:ius thinks 
the words .nnn ,:, an interpolation, becaufe the Vul­
gate has ('mittecl them. The claufe-,::,, nnn '=> 
fee:ns to me rather to be imperfetl at the end. Not 
to mention, that ,:,, taken as a noun, for adujlio, 
burning, is without example, and very improbable ; 
the paifage ends abruptly, and feems to want a fuller 
conclufion. • 

In agreement with which opinion of the defetl of 
the Hebrew text in this place, the Lxx, according 
to :-.rss P,lchom. and 1. D. 11. and lvlarcnal. which 
are of the bdl: authoritf, expref, it with the fame 
e,,ident marks of imperfection at the end of the fen­
tcnce; thus, 1C1u,ix r1u o:,,·T1 Y..rx."A1,c.,.,•r.1v011-The two 
latter add erg. This ch~Jm in the text, from thG lofs 
probably of three or four \.rnrds, fcems theieforc to 
be: of lo;,g ihn~ling. 

Taking 
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Takino- ,::, in its ufual fenfe, as a p;i.rticle, and 
fupplyini ,, from cro, of the Lxx, it might poifibly 
have bee~ originally fomewhat in this form: 

: m~,~ nl.', ,, il,;,i, 'El, nnn ,~ 
n Yea, infiead of beauty, thou !halt haYe an :11-fayoured 

"count,;nance." 

~~r J1ilJ1 ,::, [ q. flil'] "for beauty jha!l be drjlroycd." 
Syr. from J1Jin, or r,m. DR. Du1tELL. 

" May it not be 'il~, " urin.Ucs init:ead of beau­
ty ?" as from ;,g, is formed 'El' ; from i11~, ,,w, &c. 
fo from nil:,, to be wrinkled, ,;,~.'' Dn. Jt:BB.· 

25. thy mighty men-] For iniiJ:i, an Ant:ent 
MS has 1i1JJ. The true reading from LXX, Vu.lg. 
Syr. Chal<l. ieems to be ,,,,:2.:i. 

26. -fit on the ground. Sitting on the ground 
was a pofture that denoted mourning and deep clif­
trefs, The prophet Jeremiah has given i_t the fir:fl: 
place among many indications of forrow in !he fcl­
lowing elegant dcfcription of the fame fb.te of Jiftrcfa 
of his country : 

" The elders of the daughter of Si0n fit on the ground, 
" they arc filent: 

•• They have cafi: up dufl: on tbci; heads; they have 
" girded themfelvcS with fackclo,h : 

"Tl1e virgins of Jcrulalem ha,·e bowed Jo11·n their 
"heads to the grnund." Lam. 11. S. 

"\Ve find Judea, fays iv1r. Adclifon, (On l\kfa.l:, 
Dial. 1 I.) on· feYcral coins of V di)afo:m and Titus, 
in a polturc that (l,-r.otc5 forrnw ar;d capLiviry.-I 
need not mcnrion her fitting on the ground, li:.:c:mfe 
we h:ixc alrc:;.dy fpoken of the aptneis of fuch a pof­
turc to rcprdent an extrem:; aniction. } fanC\" t!1c 
Romans inight ha\'e an c:;c on the cuftoms · ~f the 
Jcwii11 nation, ~s \\'ell :is thofe of their cowntrv, in 
the fc\·cral marks of forrO\v they have fct or{ thi.; 

E :2 :figure. 
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figure. The Pfalmifl: defcribes the Jews· lamenting 
their c::i.ptivity in the fame penfive pofl:ure. " By 
the waters of Babylon we fat down and wept, when 
we remembered thee, 0 Sion." But what is more 
remarb.blc, we find Judea reprefenred as a woman 
in forro .. v fitt:ng on the ground, in a paffage of the 
Prophet, that forctels the very captivity recorded on 
this medal." ]\1r. Addifon, I preforne, refers to 
this phce of Ifaiah; and therefore mufr have uncler­
ftoo l it as foretelling the defrrucl:ion of J erufalem 
and the Jewiih nation bv the Romans: whereas it 
fecms pl;inly to relate, in its :firfr and more irnme­
<liate Yiew at lcaft, to the def1:rucl:ion of the city by 
N~buch:i<lnezzar, and the cliifolution of the Jcwiili 
fl:ate under the captiYity at Babylon. 

CH A P. IV. 

1. And fcven women-] THE clivifion of the 
ckpters h:1s interrupted the Prophet's <lifcourfe, and 
broken it off almofr in the midft of the fentence. 
" The numbers ilain in battle fl1all be fo great, that 
fenn women i11all be left to one man." The Pro­
phet has defcribed the greatnefs of this difirefs by 
imao·es am! acijuncts the moit exprefii,·e and forcible. 

b . 

The yom,1g women, contrary to their natural mo-
de:ry, foail become foitors to the men: they will 
uke hold of them, ::..ncl ufe the moft prdlir::g impor­
tunity to bt 111:1.:-,icd; in i1i:cht of t!tc natural fug­
aefrions of jeal0ui"v, they \Yill be content with a 
D1are only ot· the rights ot m:urir.gc in common '.Yith 
fe\·eral others: :~ml. t!l1t on !uni conditions, rc­
nouncin!! the krral de:,,ar.cL uf t!1:; wife on the huf-o 0 

b:.md, (lee Exo_d. :,;.x r. 10.) and begging only the 
r:;;.;~~.: :lnd credit uf v,cdluck, :rnd to Lie frceu from 

the 
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the reproach of celibacy. (See chap. LIV. 4, 5.) 
Like Marcia, on a different occaiion, and in other 
circumftances: 

" Da tantum nomen inane 
'' Connuhii: liceat tumulo fcripfific, Caton is 
"iVlarcia." Lucan. I 1. 342. 

Ibid. -in that day-] Thefe words are omitted 
in LXX. and .l\IS. 

Ibid. The Branch of JEHo\· All-] The 1\1effiah 
of JEHOVAH, fays the Chaldee. The Branch is an 
appropriated title of the Mefli.ah ; and the Fruit of 
the land means the great Perion to fpring from the 
houfc of Jll(bh, and is only a parallel expreilion fig­
nifying thr fame : or perhaps the bleflings conie­
quent upon the redemption procured by him. Com­
pare chap. x L v. 8. where the fame great event is iet 
forth in fimilar im;::,ges; and fee the Note there. 

Ibid. -the houie of Ifrael.J A Ms. has ~NiV' n1~. 
3. -written among the living.] That is, whole 

name ft:m<ls in the inrollment or regifrer of the peo­
ple; or every man living, who is a citizen of Jeru­
falem. See Ezek. XI q. 9. where " they fh:11! not 
be written in the writing of the houfe of lfrael," is 
the fame with what immediately goes before, " they 
1hall not be in the aifrrnbly of my people." Com•· 
pare PC. Lxxxv1r. 6. Lxrx. 28. Exocl. xxx1r. 32 . 

.l'o number and rcgifter the people was agreeable to 
the lllw of Mofe~, and probably was always p:-ac­
tifrd; being, in fou1,d policy, ufeful and even nc­
ccfl:i.r:,·. nnicl"s dei~.;n ut' nurnb.cring the peopic 
was of another bncl: it Ww.5 to inroll them for his 
army. Michael:,, rdofaitches 1Zecht, P2.rt l l I. p. 
227. fee :1.lro his n;acrt. de Ccn:1bus Ilebnl'orum. 

4. ' 0 The 1j)irit of burning," me:1!1S the fire of 
Goll"s wrnth, by wh,ch he will pro'-e :1nd purify ·bis 
people; g:tthe~iu6 them into his furnace, in order 

E 3 to 
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to feparate the drofs from the filver, the bad fro~ 
the good. The feverity of God's judgements, the 
fiery trial of his ferYants, Ezekiel, (eh. xxrr. 18-
22.) has f et forth at l:uge, after his manner, with 
great bok:nefs of imagery and force of expreffion. 
God tlireatens to g:1.ther them into the micli1: of Je­
rnfalrn,, as into the furnace; to blow the fire upon 
then,, ar;cl to melt th~m. Malachi treats the fame 
event under the like images : 

" But who may abide the day of his coming? 
"And who ib~il !bnd when ht: app;:-aretb? 
"For he is like the fire of then finer, 
" 1\nd like the lone of the fullers. 
"And he fhali iit'rcfining and purifying the fiiver; 
" J\nd he fhall purify the fans of Levi; 
"That they may he JEHOV All's m:nif'ters, 
" Prefenting l!nto him au offt:ring in righteoufnefs.'' 

II I. 2, 3• 

5. -the ftation-J The Hebrew text has, every 
jla!ton; but four MSS (one Antient) omit ',.::,; very· 
rightly, as it ihoulcl ieem: for the ftation was mount 
Sior.. itielf, and no other. See Exod. xv. r 7. Ar.cl 
the LXX, ar..d Ms, ad<l the fame word ',.::, before 
ii1:,-1~:J, p::obs.bly right: the word has op]y clianged 
its p;2.ce by miftake. ;,•~,i'~, " the place wl:ere 
they \I ere gathered together in their holy afo.mslies," 
fan 5:,1. b. Mclee. 

·Ibid. A clourl by day-J This is a manifrft al­
Juficn to the pillar of a clo1lll ~ncl of fire, which at­
tcn'.rd the Ifrnelites in their p:fo6c uut of 1° gypt, 
a:1cl to the glory that rcfrcd. on rhe TabcrP.::>.cle. 
E::'.l,cl. x11r. '.;!,r. XL. 38,. 'i'he prophet 7-ech:::riah 
:1r1Jics the fame image to the fame purpofe: 

".:\nd I will be unto her a wall of fire round about; 
"Aul a glory will I b~ in the midl1 of her." 11. 5, 

TLat 
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That is, the yjfible prcfence of God ilrnll protecc 
her. vVhich explains the conclufion of this Yerfe of 
Ifaiah ; where the Makkaph between ~.:i and ilJ~, 
connetling the two words in confuucbon, which 
ought not to be connetled, has tfarown an obfcurity 
upon the fentence, and milled moft of the tran­
ilators. 

6. And a tabernacle-J In countries fubjeet to 
violent tempefts, as well as to intolerable heat, a 
portabie tent is a nece!fary part of a traveller's bag­
gage, for defence and :!helter. 

CH A P. V. 

This chapter likewife ftands fingle and alone, un­
connetled with the preceding or following. The 
fubjecc of it is nearly the fame with that of the firft 
chapter. It is a general reproof of the Jews for their 
wickednefs: but it exceeds that chapter in force, in 
feyerity, in nriety, and elegance; aml it adds a 
more exprefs declaration of Yengeance, by the Ba­
bylonian invafion. 

I. Let me now fing a fang] A :\Is, refpeft:able 
for its antiquity, adds the word i'V ( a f ng) after 
N:l: which gi\·es fo elegant a turn to the ientence by 
the repetition of it in the next member, and by dif­
tinguifhing the members fo exactly in the fiyle and . 
manner of the Heb,cw poetical compofition, that I 
am much inclined to think it ~enuine. 

Ibid. A foi:ig of lo\'csJ ;,.,,, for □'717; flatus 
ron/irndus ·pro ubflz"o, as the grammari;:i.ns fay, as 
Micah n. 16. Lamem. 11r. q, and 6G. fo .i\rchbi­
:fhop Seck'er. Or rather, in all thele and the like 
cafts, a rnifrake of the tra~fcribers, by not obicrving 
a Iinall J.trukc, which in 1~1:1.n:; :1.1~:; is m:~dc lo fnp-

E 4 ply 
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ply the c of the Plural, thus ',,1,. o,,·11 n,,~ is 
the fame with n,,,, ,,~, Pf. x L v. 1. In this way 
of unr]crfianding it, we avoid the great impropriety 
of making the author of the fang, and the perfon 
to whom it is a<ldreifecl, to be the fame. 

Ibid. On a h:gh and fruitful hill] Heb. " on a 
horn the fan of oil." The expreiEon is highly de­
fcripti,·e and poetical. " He calls the bnd of Ifrael 
a horn, becau~c it is higher tlun all land:,; as the 
horn is higher than the whole bo<ly: and the fan of 
oil, becnde it is faicl to be a b.nd flowinu- with rililk 

d 

and honey." Kimchi on the pbcc. ThL: parts of 
animals are, by an cafy mct:ipi.or, applied to parts 
of the earth, both .in common and poetical language. 
A pr:1:-1umory is c:i.l!ecl a cape, or head; the Turks 
call it a nofc. '' Dorfurn immane m::.ri fummo :" 
Virg. a back, or ridge of rocks. 

"Pane latus angufium _iam fe cogentis in arclum 
'' Hefperi.r tenuem producit in a,quora tinc,uam, 
"Adnacas flcxis claudit qu;;e co,nibui un<las." 

Lucn.n. 11. 6!2.. cf Brunclufium, i. c. B~Em:-,c~, which, 
in the antient b.ngu:1.ge of that country, fignifies 
fb.g's--bc:1.d, fays Strabo. A horn is a proper and , . . /"' . . 
ouv1nus image tor a mountam, or mounta:nous 
countr~·. Solinus, cap. v111. fays, "Italiam, ubi 
Jo·1gim procdferit, in cornuri duo fcindi : " that is, 
the high ridge of the Alp.;, v,!1ich runs thrm1gh the 
whole: length of it, c!ivic:e~ at !aft into two ridges, 
one going through Calabria, the other through the 
co::1::-ry of the Bruttii. " Cornwa11 is called by the 
" inhbirants in the .Br-itifh tongue !Ccrnaw, as lef­
" fonin_:; by cl.egrees like a horn, running out mto 
" promontories like fo many horns. For the Bri­
" t,t:ns rnll a horn corn, in the plural l·ern." Cam­
den. " Ancl Sammes is of orinion, that ti1e coun­
,' try had this name origi11:i.ll y from t:1L: fl1enici::ms, 

'' who 
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" who traded hither for tin ; keren, 10 their Ian­
" guage, being a horn." Gibfon, 

Here the prc-ci(e idea feems to be that of a high 
mountain fianding by itielf; " vertex montis, aut 
" pars montis ab aliis divifa ;" which fignification, 
fays I. H. ::.\Iichaelis, (Bibl. Hallcns. Not. in loc.) 
the word has in Arabic. 

Judea was in general a mountainous countrv; 
whence l\fofes fometimes calls it the l\1ountai~: 
" Thou fbalt plant them in the .Mountain of thine 
" inheritance." Exod. xv. 17. " I pray thee let 
" me go over, and fee the good hind, that is beyond 
" Jordan; that goodly ]\fountain, and Lebanon." 
Dent. II r. 2 5. And in a political and religious view 
it was detached and leparatei1 from all the nations 
round it. \Vhocver has confidered the defcriptions 
given of mount Tabor, (fee R.eland, Pakeftin. Eu­
gene Roger, Terre Sainte, p. 64.) and the viev.s of 
it which are to be feen in books of tra.-els, (:Maun­
drell, p. 1 q. Egmoi1t and Heyman, vol. 1 I. p. 2 5. 
The\·cnot, ml. 1. p. 429.) its regular conic form, 
rifrng fing\ in a plain to a great highth, from a bafe 
fmall in proportion, its beauty and fertility to the 
very top, will have a good idea of " a horn the fon 
" of oil : " and will verh..ips be induced to think, 
th:1t the Prophet took. his image from that moun­
tain. 

2. and he c1earc(l it fror.1 the ftones.J This \\"as 
agreeable to the antient hiiflxtndry: '"' Saxa, fumma 
" pane teml', & Yites & arhorec. lcedunt; irna parte, 
" refrigcrnrt." Col_umdl. De .:\rb. 3. " Saxofum 
" C:.i.cil~ cfr cxrcclire lecrione bpi cl nm." Id. 11. 2. 

" L::i.pidcs, qui i"uycrfant, [ al. infoper fnnt] hiemc 
" ri[;rnt, .:rfr:1w frn·cicunt; idcirco fa.tis, arbuil:is, 
" ~< \'itilrns no-.:..:nt." l',tllad. 1. 6. A piece of 
gruund thu:; clcu1:d of the il:oncs, l\:rfius, in hi" 

hard 
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hard way of metaphor, calls " Exoifatus ager." 
Sat. v 1. 52. 

Ibid. Sorek.J Many of the antient interpreters, 
LXX, Aq. Theocl. have retained this word as a pro~ 
per name; I think, nry rightly. Sorek was a Yalley 
lying between Afcalon aml Gaza, and running far 
up eafiward in the tribe of Judcll. Both Afcalon 
and Gaza were anciently famous for wine; the for­
mer is mentioned as fuch by Alexander Trallianus; 
the latter by feveral authors: (quoted by Reland, 
Palreft. p. 589, and 986.) And it feems, that the 
upper part of the nllcy of Sorek, and that of Eih­
col, where the fpics gathered the fingle clufier of 
gr;ipes, which they were obliged to bear between 
two upon a ftaff, being both near to Hebron, were 
in the fame neighbourhood; and that all this part of 
the country abounded with rich vir,eprds. Com­
pare Num. XIII. 22, 23. Jml. XVI. 3, 4. P. Nau 
foppofrs Efhcol and Sorek to be only different 
names for the fame nlley. Voyage nou\'eau de la 
Terre Sainte, LiL 1v. chap. 18. So likewiCe De 
Liflc's pofthumous map of the Holy Land. Paris, 
1763. !:::ee Bochart, Hicroz. 11. col. 725. TheYe­
not, I. p. 406. Michaelis, (note on Jud. xv 1. 4. 
German tranflation,) thinks it probable, from fome 
circumftances of the hiftory there given, that Sorek 
w;is in rlic tribe. of J mlah, not in the cmmtf\' of the 
Phil;ftines. " 

The vine of Sorek was known to the ffraclites, 
!)eing mentionc<l by ~vlofrs (Gen. x L1x. I 1.) before 
tl:cir comi,~g out of Egypt. Egypt was not a wine 
country. " Throt!ghout this country there arc _no 
"wines." Sandys, p. 101. At leafr in nry anticnt 
times they had none. Herodotus, II. 77. fays, it 
b1,i no yj;1cs ; and therefore ufcJ an artificial wine 
m;1de of barlcv: that is not fhitt:lv true; for the 

. , ir:es of Eo-,·1~t are f1nokcn uf in ·scr:ntnrc, (PC 
O~ r .L 
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Lxxn1r. 47. cv. 33. and fee Gen. XL. 11. by 
which it f110cild ieem, that they drank only the frefh 
juice prdfrd from the grape ; which was called coQ~ 

"fJ-'iT,1,1:c~. Hcrodot. 11. 37.) but they had no large 
vineyards ; nc",r was the country :i-rnper for them, 
being little more than one large plain, annually owr­
flowed by the ~ile. The Marcotic in later times is, 
I think, the only celebrated Egyptian wine, which 
we meet ,, ith in hiil:ory. The Yine was formerly, 
as Haflclquifr tells us it is now, "culti,·ated in 
" Egypt for the fake cf eating the grapes, not for 
" wine; which is brought from Candia, &c." '' They 
" were fupplic<l ,, ith wine from Greece, and like­
" wife from Phenicia." Herodot. 11 r. 6. The vine • 
and the wine of Sorek therefore, which lay near at 
hand for importation into Egypt, muft, in all pro­
bability, have been well known to the lfraelites, 
when they iojourned there. There is fomething re­
markabk in the manner in which l\1ofes makes 
mention of it, \\'hich, for want of confidcring this 
matter, has not been :mended to : it is in J acob's 
Prophecy of the fut1~re prof perity of the tribe of 
Judah; 

" Binding his fole to the vine, . 
" And his affcs colt ro his own Sorck; 
" He wafheth his raiment in wine, 
'' And his clo:ik i11 the bloo<l of grapes." 

G~n. XLIX. 11. 

I take the li~:erty of rendering ii;?il!!, for 1j:lit!!, his 
So~ek, as the ::\hloretes <lo of pointir:.g iii'l!, for 
r,'.Y, hd fo\·. i'.Y miglit naturdly enuugh appear 
in the ll"!11i:,:,1c fom:, but it is r:.ot at all probable 
that ~iZ' cn'r flLrnlcl. By naming particularly the 
Yinc of Sord~, ~ncl :1, the vine bclono-in(T to Judah, 

D O . 

the prophecy int im:t•cs the Yery part of the countn·, 
~\ hic:t ,•;:i.; tu t.ll lo tltc lot of J1;1.t trii: e. Sir .b(n 
• C.1:i.r-
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Chardin fays, " That at Ca!bin, a city of Perfia, 
they turn their cattle into the vineyards, after the 
vintage, to broufe on the vines. He f peaks alfo of 
vines in that country fo large, that he could hardly 
compafs the trunks of them with his arms." Voy­
ages, tom. r r 1. p. r 2. 1 2mo. This foews, that the 
afs might be fecurely bound to the vine; and 
without clanger of damaging the tree by broufing 
onit. 

Ibid. And he built a tower in the midft of it.] 
Our Saviour, who has taken the general id€a of one 
of his Par::.blcs (Matt. XXI. 33. Mark xu. 1.) 
from this of Ifaiah, has likewife inferte<l this cir -
cumfiance of building a tower; which is generally 
explained by Commentators, as defigned for the 
keeper of the vineyard to watch and defend the 
fruits. But for this purpofc it was ufual to make a 
little temporary hut (ff. 1. 8.) which might fen·e for 
the fhort feafon while the f·uit was ripening, and 
which was removed afterwards: The tower there­
fore fhoultl rather mean a buil<ling of a more per­
manent nature ancl ufc; the Farm, as we may call it, 
of the vineyard, containing all the offices and im­
plements, ancl the whole apparatus, neceffary for 
the culture of the vineyard, ancl the nuking of the 
wine. To which image in the allegory, the fitLw.tion, 
the manner of building, the ufe, and the whole frr­
vice, of the Temple exat:l:ly anf wered. J\ncl fo the 
Chr.lclee Paraphrafi: \Try rightly expounds it: " Et 
., ftatui cos (Ifraeiitas) ut plant.mi vinc:c frlefta>, & 
" a'dificavi Sanftuarium mcz:m in mcd;o illo:-um." 
So alfo J--fo:ron. in lqc. " Jl~difica.-it quoquc Turnm 
" in rr..ediu ejus: Templum videlicet in media ci, i­
" tate." That they haYe fl:ill fucl1 towers, or build­
ings, for ufe or pk:!fure, in their g:Edcns in the 
EaH, fee Harmer's Obfcr•.'~tior.s, II. p. 2..;.r. 

Ibid. 
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Ibid. And hewed out a lake therein.] This image 
alfo our Saviour has prefcn·ed in his parable. ~p\, 
LXX render it here -;;:;;-(,OA1J.m; and in four other 
places; u-:ro),i7,IO~, If. XVI. 10. Joel III. 13. Hagg. 
11. 17. Zech. xiv. ro. I thin!:, more properly: 
and this btter word St. l\fark ufes. It means, not 
the wir.e-prefs itfelf, or calcatorium, \Yhich is called 
r,;i, or ;,ii:1, but what the Romans called locus, the 
lcl:e; the b.rge open place, or vefiel, which, by a 
conduit, or fpout, received the muft from the wine­
prefs. In Yery hot countries it was perhaps necef­
fary, or at leafi: Yery com·enient, to ha,·e the lake 
under ground, or in a cave hewed out of the fide of 
the rock, for coolnefs; that the heat might not 
caufe toe grc:1t ~ fermentation, and four the muil:. 
" Vini confecl:io inftituitur in cella, vcl intimm do 
" mus camera 911:1.clam, a ventorum ingreffu remo­
" ta." Kempfer, of Schir:is wine. Amren. Exot. 
p. 376. For the hot wind, to which that country 
is l ubjecl:, would injure the w~ne. " The wine­
" preHes in Perfia, fays Sir John Chardin, are 
" formed by making hollow places in the ground, 
" lined with mafon's work." Harmer's Obferva­
tions, I. p. 392. See a print of one in Kempfer, 
p. 377. Nonnus defcribes, at large, B:icchus hol­
lowing the iniide of a rock, and hewing out a place 
for the wir.e-prefs, or rather the lake: 

Ko,, a--xo-:r~i--~, El'.C/.'X_,i/'.'E' -w-Jornuxit,:o~ d" a-1~"liP~ 

0i/ya7'.::;, y7'.:.J)'_lil 1-'-'-'XOV Y..Oll,rJ'lrx'TQ WET(•l;;· 

A :rr,vrxr; ?, J-1-ii ~w-;;-c,:, {?rx5'J'JCf-1-::~·:.,;;, Y~:·,:.,;~:,J~ 

AppJ~ [f. ~1<FV J .;ii,;x;:.;Ao10 -:-u-;;-cv vJOii/TaTo ?:r,~i::. 

He pierc'd the rock; and with the fhupen'd tool 
Of Heel wcll-temptr'd fcoop'd its inmoit depth: 
Then 'fniooth'd the front, and form'd the da:-k recefs 
lu juft dimeufion for the foaming lake." • 

Dionyfiac. lib XII. 

Ibid. 
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Ibid. And he expected-] J eremid1 ufes the 
fame image, and applies it to the fame purpo!e, fn 
an elegant paraphraie of this part of Ifaiah's parable, 
in his flowing and plainti,·e mac1ner: -

" But I planted thee a Sorek, :i. cion pcrfcclly genuine: 
" How then art thou cl1a11r;ed. and 0(:Come to me the 

"degene1ate !hoots of tl1·e flr:.ngc vi!:c !", 
Chap. tr. 2 r. 

Ibid. poifonous berries] 1:l'~:il{J, not merely 
ufelcfs, unprofitable gr.ipes, fuch as wild grapes; 
but grapes offenfive to the fmell, noxious, poifon­
ous. By the force and intent of the allegory, to 
good grapes ought to be oppofed fruit of a dangerous 
and pernicious quality; as in the explication of it, 
to judgement is oppofecl tyranny, and to righteouf­
neis oppreflion. 1E>), the vine, is a common name, 
or genus, including fenraI fpecies under it; and 
Moles, to difiinguifh the true Yine, or that from 
which wine is made, from the refi, calls it, Num. 
vr. 4-. 11•;, lE>), the wine-vine. Some of the other 
forts were of a poifonous qu:11ity; as appears from 
the ftory related among the rniraculous acl:s of Eli­
:tba, 2 Kings 1v. 39-41. " .And one went out 
" into the field to gather pot-herbs; and he found 
" a field-, ine : and he gathered from it wild fruit, 
" his lapful; and he went, and :ihrcd them into the 
" pot of pott.ige : for they knew them not. An<l 
" they poured it out for the men to eat: and it came 
" to pais, as they were eating of the pottage, that 
" they cried out, ancl faicl ; There is death in the 
" pot, 0 man of God!· ancl they could not cat of it. 
" And he fa.id, Bring meal ; (leg. inp, nine Ms s, 
" one E<lition,) and he threw it into the pot. And 
'' he faicl, Pour out for the people, th:lt they may 
" eat. And there was nothing hurtful in the pot." 

2 fum 
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From fome fuch forts of poifonous fruits, of the 
grape-kind,_ ~o!es has _taken . thofe fl:rong and 
highly poetical 1ma;;es, with which he has fet forth 
the future corruption and extreme degeneracy of the 
Ifrnclites, in an allegory which has a near relation, 
both in its fubje& and imagery, to this of Ifaiah: 

"Their vine is from the \·ine of Sodom, 
"And from the fields of Gomorrah: 
" Their grapes are grapes of gall; 
" Their clutters arc bitter : 
"Tht:ir wine is tile poifon of dragons, 
" And the cruel venom of afpics." Deut. XXXII, 32, 33• 

" I am inclined to belie,·e, (fays HaITclquift,) that 
" the prophet here (Ifaiah v. 2 and 4) means the 
" hoary nightf11acle, Solanum incanum; becaufe it i:; 
'' common in Egypt, Palcfi:ine, and the E:ift; ::m<l 
" the Arabian name agrees well with it. The Arabs 
" call it aneb cl d1b, i. e. wo!f-grapes. The prophet 
" could not haYe found a plant more oppufitc to the 
" vine than this; for it g;-ows mnch in the vine­
" yards, and is ,·cry pernicious to them; wherefore 
'- they root it otit: it likewife refembles a ,·ine bv 
" its fhrubby fralk." Tra,·cls, p. 289. Sec M::. 
chaelis, Queitions aux Voyageurs Danois, K 0 64. 

3. -inhabitants] ,Jill,, in the plural number; 
three :vrss, (two Antient ;) and fo likewife LXX and 
Yulg. 

6. -the thorn :fhall fpring np in it.] A ::-.rs h;is 
,•~:t•::i; the true reading feems to be 1':JV iJ : which 
is confirmed by 1,xx, Syr. Vulg. 

7. And he looked for judgement-] The P1ro­
nomafi3., or play on the words, in this place, is ,·ery 
remarkable; mi1pat, mijpach; zer/.;kah, zed·ah. Ther• 
are many.examples of it in the other Prophets; but 
Ifaiah feems peculiarly fond of it: ice chap. X:11 r. 6. 
X X I Y. I 7 · X X \'I I. 7. X X XII I. I. L VII. 6. L X I. 3 • 

LXV. 11, I'.!. The R .. abbins eft:ecm it a great beau-
ty: 
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ty: their term for it is 1~w,;, .n,n:::, '' e!eg:mce .of 
" language." 

Ibid. -tyrranny J r;::,:v~, from MEl!V, fervum fe­
cit, Arab. Houbigant: i1n3V, is ferrn, a handmaid," 
or female flave. MElOl.:l, eighteen ~rss. 

8. You who lay field-] Read ,::11,i'r,, in the 
fecond perfon ; to anfwer tci the Yerb following ; fo 
Vulg. 

9. To mine ear-] The fentence in the He brew 
text feems to be imperfetl in this place; as likewife 
in chap. xxr1. 14. where the very fa.me fenfe feems 
to be required, as here. See the note there: and 
compare 1 Sam. 1x. 15. In this place LXX fupply 
the word 'i'JX~~Gr,, arnl Syr. l,'0111!'~, ,mditus rjt JE­
uov AU in. auribus meis: i. e. i1',~.:i, as in chap. 
XXII. 14. 

9, 10. -many houfes-J This has reference to 
what was faid in the preceding Yerfe: " In vain are 
« ye fo intent upon joining houfe to houfe, and 
" field to fid<l ; your houfes fhall be left uninha­
" b:t~<l, :rnd your fidds fhall become defolate and 
" b::rren : fo th,'.t a ,·incyard of ten acres fhall pro­
" duce but one Bath (not eight gallons) of wine, 
" arnl the lrn1handman fhall reap but a tenth part of 
" the feed which he has fown." 

I r. -to follow firong drink] Thcocloret and 
C!uyfofrom on this phce, both Syrians, and uncx­
ceptionab!e witP.efles to what belongs to their. own 
country, inform u5, that i:i1i:t, ( o 1Y.c~0t in the Greek 
of both Tdlaments, rendered by us by the general 
term /irony; drink,) n;cant properly F:!lm-wine, or 
Date-wine, \\·hich ·was :rnd is ft:11 much in ufe in the 
Ea.Hern Countrie;. J ud f'a was famous for the abun­
dance and excellence (,f its Palm-trees; and confe­
que1't1y b::td plenty of this wille. " Fiunt (,·ina) & 
" c pom;s :-primumqne e p::i.lmis, quo P::i.rthi & fn­
" di utu.ntur> & Oriens totus: mo.turarum modio in 

'' aqti<C 



CHAP. V. i SA I A H. 

" aqux ccnrii:; tribt:s macer;:ito cxprcffociue." Plin. 
XIV. 19. ',' /' .. b his cori(lfd! [ r•airnn:: J 111.~xime cclc­
" br:-rntur; ['{ cibo quidcm, kd & ii1Cco, uberrima'. 
" Ex quibus 1~r,t•cipua vin:1 Or:cnti; iniqua rnpiti, 
" unde pomo :1omcr.." !d. x r r r. 9. K-x,o?; fignifies 
jlup::fdlion: and in Hebrew likewife, the wine has 
it3 name from its remarkable imbri.:ting quality. 

II, 12. \Vo unto them who r;!c early-] There 
i'l a likenefs between this anc.l the follmving p:-tffagc 
of the Prophet Arr:os, \\ !:o probably t'irotc before 
Ifaiah; if the hat.er i:, th-:: copyer, _he fecms hardly 
to h:n-c cqu:..lled the elc:;an.ce of the original; 

"Ye that put far away the eYi! d:!.y, 
" And .afrccl the feat of violence; 
" \Vho lie upon beds of irnry, 
" And firetch your/elves upon your couch::s; 
" And eat the l:Hnbs from the flock, 
" And ealves frcm the m;di\: of tbe {hll; 
"\Vho chant to tlle found of :h~ viol, 
•• And like David invent for yourfelves inil:rumcnts of 

" mufic; 
"\Vho quafF,tinc in large bowl~, 
" And arc anointed witli the clrnicefl: oi:1tments: 

, " But are not gric,•cJ for the afilicl:ion of Jofoph." 
J\1110s \'!. 3-6. 

13, r4. Ancl their nobles-] Thefc verf.~s h::i.ve 
likcwife a reference tu the t,,.-o preceding. They, 
that indulged in fea{htig ancl chinking~ • Dull pcrifh 
,,·ith hunger and t!1ir!t: am! Hades ih:tll indulge his 
appetite, as nrnch as the:,· bad done, and cle,,ou:­
thcm all. The image is ihong, ... :1d expreiEYc in 
the highefl: degree. l-Iab2..L-.,k ufcs tl~c fr:me ima6c 
with great force: the :-tmbitiuus and avaricious con­
queror . 

"Enlargeth his appetite li'.~c Haclc5; 
"-And lie is like c.katli, :111J will nc:vcr be fatislieJ.'' 

JI, _,;. 

YOL, Il, But, 
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But, in Ifaiah, Hades is introduced, to mnch greater 
advantage, in perfon; and placed before our eyes 
in the form of a ravenous moni'rer, opening 1.vide his 
unmeafurable jaws, and f~vallowing them all toge­
ther. 

17. -without reftraint-J i:ii:n:,, fecundum 
duf.l:um comm; i. e. fuo ipforum duB:u; as their 
own will :iliall leacl them. 

Ibid. And the kids-] I-Ieb. t:l'il, flrangers. 
The LXX read, more agreeably to the defign of the 
prophet, □'i.J, 0!pv2;, the lambs : □'i.l, the kids, DR. 

DURELL; nearer to the prefent reading: and fo 
Archbiihop Secker. The meaning is, their luxurious 
habitations :iliall be fo intirely dcB:royed, as to be­
come a pafrure for flocks. 

18 -as a long cablJJ The 1,xx, Aquila, Sym. 
and Theod. for ,';,::in:i read '?.'.lM.J, w~ o-xo1v1r:1, or 
1s'X_,01V101;: and the Lxx, infl:e:1d of Niv, read fome 
other word fignifying long ; w; o--x,om~ p-ci!xer.:i : and fo 
likewife the Syriac, ~:,,,~. Houbigant conjeB:ures, 
that the word, ,._-hich the LXX had in their copies, 
\\'as j.,'ii:.:1, which is ufcd. Le-v. xxr. 18. xx11. :23, 
for fo;ne~hing in an :-;.n:r.1a] body f uperfluous, 
lengthened beyond its natural meaii.1re. And he ex­
pbins it of -fi.n added to fin, and one fin drawing on 
another, till the whole comes to an enormous length 
and magnitt:c!c; ~ornparecl .ro th~ work of a rope­
mahr, flill i:-icreafing an<l lengthening his rope, 
wi:h the> cot,.ti:~,:c:l a<ldition of new materials. "Eos 
" Froph~ta 1i.milc:s facit !10mi:~i rdl-iario, qui funem 
" torq11ct, cannaiit :1dd;r:-:. ~" rnntorta, eadem iterans, 
'' donec fonem in 1()ngu,n duxerit, neque eum liceat 
'' prutr;dii longii:,." " 1\n evil inclination (fays 
" L;mchi or, tl,e pbr:c, from the anticnt Rabbins) 
" ;; at ,:ll'. bc6 inn:ng; like.! fine hair-frring, but at 

,,. tl.,: i-iniJlililP" !:kl· :1 thic.1~ cart-rope." B\' a long 
pro;rditf1:1 in'iiuq1::ry, aml a continued :1ccum1~:! 

tlOll 
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tion of fin, men arri~·e at length to the higheft de­
gree of wickednefs; bidding open defiance to Gu<l, 
and fcoffing at his threatened judgements, as it is 
finely expreffed in the next verfc. The Chaldee pa­
raphraft explains it in the fame manner, of -wicked­
nefs increafing from fmall beginnings, till it arriveo 
to a great magnitude. 

23. -the righteous] P'1~, fingular, Lxx, Vulg. 
and two Editions. 

24. -the tongue of fire J " The flame, becaufe 
" it is in the ihape of a ·tongue; and fo it is called 
" metaphorically." Sal. b. Melec. The metaphor ic, 
fo exceedingly obvious, as well as beautiful, that 
one may wonder, that it has not been more frequently 
ufed. Virgil very elegantly intimates, rather than 
expreffes, the image: .iEn. II. 682. 

" Ecce levis fummo de vertice vifus Iuli 
" Fundcre lumen apex; tr.:cl:uque innoxia molli 
"L-unbere flamma comas, & circum tempora pafci." 

And more boldly of /Etna darting out flames from 
its top; JEn. III. 574. 

"Attollirquc globos flammarum, & fidera !ambit." 

The dif parted tongues, as it were, of fire, (i\fh r r . 
. 3.) which appeared ::t the defcent nf the Holy Spirit 
on the Apofrles, give the fa.me idea; that is, cf 
flames ihooting clivcrfcly into py"amidal forms, or 
points, like tongues. It may be further obfrrYed, 
that the prophet in this place has given the metaphor 
its rull force, in applying it to the action of fire in 
eating up a.nil clevour;ng whatc\·er corr:es in its way, 
J.ikc a r:1\enous anim::i.l, whofc tongue is principal!';' 
employed in taking in his fou<l or prey; whici1 
image j\fofcs h;i.s ftrongly exhibited in an ·c::prcfiiYc 
comparifon : " 1\nd .I\Joab fa!d to the e~ders of ::\'!i­
" di:rn, Now :ili::ill this collecl:ion of p-:opb lick 11'.1 

F 2 ,. :ill 
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" all that are round about us, as the ox licketh up 
" the grafs of the field." Numb. XXI 1. 4. See alfo 
1 Kings xv1u. 38 . 
. 2,5. -and the mountains trembled-) Probably 

referring to the: great earthquakes in the <lays of Uz­
ziah king of Judah, in, or not long before, the time 
of the Prophet himfelf; recorded as a remarkable 
era in the Title of the Prophecies of Amos, chap. r. 
1. and by Zechariah, chap. XI L 5. 

26. -he will hift-J '' The metaphor is taken 
"from the pracl:ice of thofe that keep bees; who 
" draw them out of their hives into the fields, and 
" lead them back a;ain, a-v~1rJ"11-~,n, by a hifs, or a 
" whiftle." Cyril, on the place; and to the fame 
purpofe, Theodoret, ibid. In chap. YII. 18. the 
metaphor is more apparent, by being carried fur­
ther; where the hofrile armies are expreffcd by the 
:FI y and the Dec : 

"Jl'.:HDVAH {hall hifl: the fly, 
" That is in the utmoft parts of Egypt; 
" And the hce, that is in the land oi Affyria." 

On which pbcc fte Dent. I. 44. Pf. CXYIII. 12. and 
God calls the locufts ltis great army, Joel 11. 2 5. 
Exod. xx.II 1. 2,8. See Huet. Quzcft. Alnet. II. 12. 

Ibid. -with fpeecl-J This refers to the 19th 
nrfc. As the fcoffers had challenged God to make 
fpecd and to hafren his work of vengeance; fo now 
Gof: affures them, that with fpeed 2.ncl fwiftly it fhall 
come. 

27. Kor i1ia11 the girdle-] The Eaftern people, 
we:uing 1ong and looic garments, were unfit fOi ac­
tion, or cufinefs of any kind, without girding their 
cloaths about them : "· hen their buiineis wa:, 
fin:ihed, they took off their girdles. A' girdle there­
fore denote3 ftrength and acl:ivity ; and to unloofe 
~he girdle is to depr!Ye of ftrength, to render unfit 

for 
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for action. Goel promifes to unloofe the loins of 
kings before Cyrus : chap. x L , •. 1. The girdle is fo 
effential a part of a foldicr's accoutrement, being the 
)aft ti1at he puts on to make hi·nfelf reacly for action, 
that 'o he g,,-dcd, {,..1;·~u·n0ca, with the Greeks, means 
to be compleatly ::trrned, and rc:1dy for battle: 

A.pd,;; 6' Ebo;,;r:rd, 1~: ?ermvo·9u, "vwyD 
Aer~,i:t~. 11. xr. 15. 

To d: c~du~x, ,IX 07:)\tX E;~xi<.i:tv o1 wC/,?vxt()! {,,mur:r0ca. P:rn­
fan. Dcrot. It is ufecl in the fame manner by the 
Hebrews: " Let not him, that gird~th himfclfj boafr, 
"as he tint un1oofeth his girdle." r Kings xx. I 1. 

that is, " triumph not, before the \Ur is finii'hed." 
28. The hoofa of their horfes i11all be co~:n·ted as 

adamant.] The fhoeing of hades with iron plates 
nailed to the hoof is quite a modern practice, and 
unknown to the antients ; as appears from the filcnce 
of the Greek ancl Roman writers, efpecially thofe 
that treat of horfc-medicine; who coukl not h:-,ve 
paficd over a matter fo obTions, and of fuch im­
portance, that now the whole fdencc t2.kes its name 
from it, being called by m Ferricry. The horfc • 
ihoes of leather and iron, which arc mentionecl, the 
iilver and the gold :lboes, with which Nero and Pop­
pea fhod their mules, ufed occafionally to prefc1Te 
the hoofa of delicate cattle, or for nnity, \Ycrc of a 
very different kind; they incloied the who].; hoof, • 
as in a cafe, or as a 1l10e docs a man\ foc)t, and were 
b:)lmd or tied on. For this rc;ifon the fl:rength, 
firmncfs, am\ folidity of a horfc's hocf was of much 
greater importance with them, tlrnn with us; :.m<l 
was eil:c~med one of tbc firfr pra:frs of a fine horJc. 
Xenophon fays, that a good lio:-fc'~ hoof. is hard, 
hollow, and founds upon the g;·ount1 l!b a umbal. 
I I I ,, C • • ' r l '. • 1 • • ence t 1c -xc::)uw-;:·o:J.:; , 0·7,·u, ot _, ,c:~cr : anc VI rg: s 
" folido g1·a,·;tcr fon:it ungula cornu." i\nd Xc110-

r· 3 phon 
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phon gives directions for hardening the horfc's hoofs, 
by making the parcment, on which he ftands in the 
ftable, with rom1tl-headed ftone3. For want of this 
artificial defence to the foot, which onr horfes have, 
Amos, vr. 12. fpeaks of it as a thing as much im­
prachcable to make horks run upon a hard rock, as 
to plough up the fame rock with oxen : 

'' Shali horfes run upon a rock? 
" SL; II one plough it up with oxen?" 

Thefe circumiLnccs nrnft be taken into confidera­
tion, in order to gi \·e us a full notion of the pro­
priety anc\ force of the image, bv which the Pro­
phet fus forth the fue,~gth' ard • excellence of the 
Babyloniili caYalry; which made a great part of the 
fl:rength of the Affyri~u1 army. Xenoph. Cyrop. 
lib. I I. 

27, 2$. None among them-] Kimchi has well 
illuilrated this continued exaggeration, or hyperbole, 
as he rightly calls it, to the following effect : 
" Through the grcatnefs of their courage, they ihall 
" rnA h~ .fatigued with their march; nor 111:111 they 
" .ih:m1Jlc, tho11gl1 ti1ey march \,vith the utmoft 
" fp~-~,l: they fhall n~>t flumber by day, nor Deep 
" IJy night; nci,her fr.all they ungird their armour, 
H or pui: o;' their fa;:cbls, to take their rcft: their 
'' arms :fhall be al•,vays in readincfs, their arrows 
" iharp::,,ed, ~.i:d their bows bent : the hoofs of 
" their horfes arc hard <1.s a rock; they fhall not fail, 
" or need to he food with iron : the ;_,-heels of their 
" urriages ihaH moYc as rapidly as a whirlwind." 

30. And thefe :01all look to the heaven urward, 
and tbw:1 to the earth.] yi!~~ ~:rn. 1,-x1 E[-tbi,,;).;ov/a, 

w: :-;iY 1 'tfY. ~_;o the 1.xx, according to Vat. and 
Alex. C0pics; but the Comr,I. ::ncl Alcl. Editions 
have it mere fully thus: 1,a, <f-'_1;;1--_;,j:c;J0'1 E1~ Tov ispCY.:1011 

,-,;,w1 1~c:1 r..a7'.AJ :-and the Arabic, from the LXX, as 
6 if 
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if it had ftood thus: Y.O!l tf1-,Siv'41ov?C1,1 i:,; r;o, ~~-,vM, ;~a, 
,,~ Ti'JV 'Y'Y/~ 'ilft7:,J: both ot which ,ue phinly clefcchve; 
the words E1~ -rnv yr;v being wanted in the former, and 
the word tY.vw in the latter. But an Qntient Coptic 
Verfion from the LXX, fuppofecl to be of the :.!d 

century, fame fragments of which are prefcrYe<l in 
the library of St. Germain des Prez at Paris, com­
pletes the· fentence ; for, according to this Y crfion, 
it ftood thus in LX X' '}UXI EJJ-bk,~ov71X1 ~,~ TO~ ~e/XVCV ui·.:.i, 

Y..c;.1 ::1~ Ti'JV y'Y/v x(,{,7w; and fo it franc.ls in LXX, l\ISS 

Pachom. and I D. 1 r. according to which they 
muft haYe read in their Hebrew text in this manner: 
;,~-:J';, y,~b, il?V~? o,~ih ~:m. This is probably the 
true reading; with ·which I ha,·e made the tr.mih­
tion agree. Compare chap. nn. 22. where the 
fame fenfe is expref!ed in regard to both parricuhrs, 
which ::.re here equally and highly proper, the look­
ing upwards, as well as down to the earth; but the 
form of cxprefiion is varied. I belie,·e the lkbrcw 
text in that place to be right, though not fo full as 
I fuppofe it was originally here; an

1

d that of the LXX 

there to be redundant, being as full a~ tire Coptic 
Yrrfion, and 1\1s·s PJ.chom, and I D. r1. repreient 
it in this place, from which I fuppofe it has b~en in­
terpol::tted. 

Ibid. the gloomy Yapourl Syr. a!1cl Vu!g. frcm 
to haYe read ;,';,E)il,,':i. But Jarchi explains the prc­
fcnt reading as 1ignifyi1~g darkneCs; and fo poiiibly 
Syr. aml Vulg. q1ay haxc undcrftood it in the fame 
manner. 

},' 4 CIIAP. 
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C If A P. VI. 

As this Yifi.on feems to contain a folemn defigna-' 
tion or Ifa.i.1.h to the prophetical office, it is by rnoft 
interpreters thought to be the fint • in order of his 
prn;)hecic~. But this perh:1ps may not be fo: for 
IfaiJ.h is faid, in th.: gc:1 cral title of his prophecies, 
to h:n-e prophciied in the time of Uzziah; whofe 
a.."ls :f.idt: and lafl: he wrote, 2 Chron. xx n. 22. 

wJi;ch was ufually done by a contemporary Prophet: 
ar:<l t!1e phra[c, ih the year ,•.-hen U ~ziah died, pro­
bably means ::1frer the ckath of U zziah ; as the fame 
plfrafc, ch:.p. x 1 -v. 23. means after the dc:>.th of 
Ahaz. Not that Ifaiah 's prophecic-; are pla.~·ccl • in 
e}:acl order. of time: chapters 1 I. 111. 1 \'. v. feem 
hy internal m:1.rks to he ant-:cedent to chap. 1. they 
foit the time of Uzzi.1h, or the former part of Jo­
th:tm's reign; whereas chap. 1. can li:mlly be earlier 
tli:111 the hfr ye::i..rs of Joth::.nn. S:::c note on eh. 1. 7. 
and 11. 1. Thi3 might be a new cleiign:ltion, to in­
troduce more folemnly a general declaration of the 
whole courfe of God's diipenfations in regard to his 
people, and the fates of the nation; \\·hich are eYen 
now frill depending, ::md \T;j]l not be fully accom­
pliihtd till the final r<"froratinn of Ifrael. 

In this vifion the ick::i..s arc t:tken in general from 
Royal ?\-·fojefty, as difphyecl by the l\Ionarchs of the 
E:i.fr: for the Prnphet cou,ld not rcprctcnt the inef­
fable p:·efencc of Goel by any othc;· than fenfible and 
earthly images. The pa.rticubr fcencry of ii: is taken 
from the Temple. Guel is reprcfcntcd as !eatcd on 
his throne ahoYc the Ark in t!1c mofr holy place, 
where the glory appeared abO\·e the Chcrnhirn, fnr­
rouatlcd by his attembnt r~ini:!1crs. This is callecl 

• b y 
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by God himfclf, " The place of his throne, and the 
"place of the foies .of his feet." Ezek. XLIII. 7. 
" A glorious throne, exalted of old, is the place of 
" our fanc:tuary ;" faith, the Prophet Jeremiah, eh. 
xv 11. 1 2. The nr_:; pofrure of fating is a mark of 
ftatc and folemnity: '' Sccl Zx ipfum verbum fidcre 
" regr1.i figr1incat potcfht.;1,1 ;" faith Jerom, Com­
ment. in Ephcf. 1. 20. Sec note on chap. L 11. 2. St. 
John, who ha.:; takea Gw.ny itiblime images from the 
Prophets uf the Old rl dbment, and in particular 
from Ifai::h, hath exhibited the fame fcenery, drawn 
out into a greater number of particulars, Re,,. 
chap. 1v. 

The veil, feparating the moft holy pbce from the 
holy, or outermofi part of tl1e Temple, is here fup-

. pofecl to be taken awJ.y; for the Prop!1ct, to whom 
the whole is exhibited, is manifrftly placed by the 
altar of burnt offering, ~.t tl:e entrance of the Tem­
ple, (compare Ezek.~L11r. 5, 6.) which \'!as filled 
with the train of the robe, tbc 11wcading and o,·cr­
flowing of the Divine Glory. The Lord upon the 
throne, acco,ding to St. John, x 11. .. p. was Chri:O:; 
and the vifion re:atc<l to !:is future kingdom ; when 
the veil of feparatiun was to be remO\-ed, and the 
whole earth w;i.s to be filled v:ith the glory or· God, 
revealed to m:.rnkincl: which is likewife implied in 
the hymn of the Seraphim; the defign of which is, 
faith J erom on the pl:icc, '' 1:t myfrerium Trini tat is 
" in una Divinitate demonfrrcnt; & ncquaquam 
" templum Juchicum, 1icut prius, feel omnem ter­
" ram illius gloria plcnam c{1~ tcircntur." It relates 
indeed primai·ily to the Prophet"s own time, and the 
ohduration of the Jews of that ::-,~e, and their punifh­
mcnt by· the Rih:,lonifl1 ca1 1ti\ ity; but ext.ends in 
it~ full latitude to the age of :\TcJliah, aacl the blincl­
nefs of the Jews to t!1L· t~oi;i,i; ( 1cc :VL:at. :x 1.1 r. 14. 
John x11. 40. Acl:s =-~=~'-'Ill. .::6. Rom. x1. S.) the 

dcfo-
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defolation of their country by the Romans, and 
their being rejected by God : that neverthelcfs a 
holy feed, a remnant, fl10ulcl he prcfen--ed, and 
that the nation fhould fprout out and flourith ag::-.in 
from the old ftock. 

In the 1ft verfe, fiftv-onc ;\TSS, and one Edition; 
i~ the 8th verfc, forty~four ,1ss, and one Edition; 
and in the 11th verCe, thiny-threc Mss, and one 
Edition, for ~,)1N, " the Lore!," read ini1', "' J E­

" H ov AH;" which is probably the true reaJing; 
(compare verfe 6th :) as in m:my other places, in 
which the foperfhtion of rhc Jews has fubftituted 
')1N for i11i1'. 

2. he coYereth his feet.] By the feet the Hebrews 
mean all the lower parts of the body. But the peo­
ple of the Eaft gencr:::Jly wc:i,ring long robes reaching 
to the ground, and co·;eri;1g the lower parts of the 
body <lov.-n to the feet, it may hence h::we been 
thought want of refpec't an<l decency to appe:i,r in 
public, and on fo!cmn occafions, with eYen the feet 
themCelves U11COYered. Kempfer, f peaking of the 
king of Perfia giving audience, fays; " Rex in me­
,, dio fupremi atrii cruribus more patrio inflexis fe­
" debat: corpus tunica in•:eftiebat flava, ad furas 
" nim fraret protenfa; difrnmhentis vero pedes di[­
" wlaato; pro urbnnitate patria opericns." Ameen. 
E~~ot. p. -Z'2J. Sir John Charclin's :-.rs note on this 
place of Ifaiah is as follows : '' Grande marque de 
" ref pef.t en Orient clc fe cacher les pi eds, quand on 
" efi aflis, t'-.: de bai,for le vifagc. Quand le Sove­
" rain fe monfire en Chine & a Japon, chacnn fo 
"jctte ie vifagc contre terre, & il n'efl: pas pcrmis 
" cle regardcr 1~ Roi." 

3. Holy, holy, holy-] Th:3 hymn, performed 
by the Seraphim, di,-ided into two choirs, the one 
iin:;ing reiJY)nfively to the other; which Gregory 
Nazian. Cann. 18. very elegantly calls Luf-1,,,.;;o~~ 

o.:v-
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rx.vr,i,wvo~, rx.fyEAwv c;wrn, is formed upon the practice 
of alternate 1inging, which prevailed in the Jewifh 
church from the time of Mo1c:s, whofe Ode at the 
Red Sea w~s thus performed, (fee Exocl. X\'. 20, 

~1.) to that of Ezra, under whom the l'riefts and 
Levites fung alternately, 

" 0 praife JI!. HOV AH, for he is gracious; 
"For his mercy endureth for ever.'' 

Ezra III. I I. See De S. Poef. Hebr. Pr~I. XIX. at 
the beginning. 

5. I am ftruck dumb.] 'flni:i, twenty-eight Mss 
(five Antient) and three Editions. I underftancl it 
as from 011, or t:lD1, filere; and fo it is rendered 
by Syr. \'t:lg. Sym. and by fome of the Jewifh in­
terpreters, apud Sal. b. :--1Iclec. The rendering of 
the Syriac is, \)~ ,,m, frupcns, attor,itus fi.im. He 
immediately gives the r•~afon, why he was ftruck 
dumb; becaufe he was a man of polluted lips, and 
was unworthy either to join the Seraphim in finging 
praifes to God, or to be th~ meilengcr of God to 
his people. Compare Ex.ad. 1 v. 1 o. v 1. 1 2. J er. 
I. 6. 

6. from off the altar.] That is, from the :1ltar of 
burnt-oftcrings, before the door of the Temple; on 
which the fire that came down at firft from heaven, 
Lev. IX. 24. 2 Chron. n1. I. was pcrpctmlly kept 
burning; it vms never to be extinguifhed: Le,,. n. 
12, I 3• 

9. Thirteen Mss ha.Ye i1Ni, in the regular form. 
,I o. ?vlake_ gro!s-J The Prophtt { peaks of the 

~Yent, the face as it would actually happen; not ,of 
God's pprpofc, and ace by his minifiry. The Pro .. 
phets are in other places faid to perform the thing, 
which they only foretcH : 

'' Lo! I have given thee a charge this day, 
, " Over the nations, and over the kingdoms ; 

"T" 
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" To pluck up, and to pull clown; 
" To deftrov, and to demolilh; 
" To build,' and to plant," ]er. 1. 10. 

And Ezekiel fays, " when I c:ime to de1hoy the 
" city;" that is, as it is rendered in the margin _of 
our vcrfioa, " when I came to propbefy, that the 
'' city i110ukl be deftroyctl." Chap. XLIII. 3. To 
hc;u, and not under!bnd; to fee, and not pcrcei\·e; 
is a common faying in ni:rny languages. Demofthe­
nes ufes it, and expreffiy calls it a proverb: w~1: -ro 
Tl'J; 'wtx~Ol

1
1.l.lC/.q OfWV,U~ fJ-';.i oprxv, Y..!7.1 .. C/,r..1,m-;-o;q fJ-1/ Wli:::11/• 

Contra Ariftogit. 1. fub :hn. The Prophet, by the 
bold figure in the fentiment above-mentioned, and 
the elegant form ancl conftrucl:ion of the fentence, 
has raifod it from a common proverb into a beauti­
ful .Majhal, and given it the fublime air of poetry. 

Ibid. -clofe up J )J!Vi1 : this word Sal. b. Melec 
explains to this fenfe, in which it is hardly ufed elfe­
where, on the aut110rity of Onkelos. He fays, it 
means clofing up the eyes, fo that one cannot fee ; 
thar the roo~ is )JW, by which word the Targum has 
rendered the ,vortl nm, Le,·. xiv. 42. n'J n~ n~,, 
" and ihall plafter the houfe." And the word nf:l 
is ufed in the fame, Ifaiah XLIV. 18. So that it 
fignifi.cs to clofe up the eyes by fome nfatter f preacl 
upon the lids. lVIr. Harmer Yery ingenioufly ap­
plies to this paffage a practice of fealing up the eyes 
as a ceremony, or as a kind of punifhment, ufod in 
the Eafi, from. which the image m:...y poilibly be 
taken. Obfeffations I J. 278. 

Ibi,l. -with their hearts.] i.:i.:i~:n, fifteen Mss, 
a·nct two Editions. 

IhiJ. -and I fhould hc1l.J 
So likewife l\'fa.tt. XIII. 14. 
XXY!II. 27. 

N'.:li~,, Lxx, Vulg. 
John XII. 40. Acb 

r 1. -be left.] Fur iJNVn, LXX. and Vu1g. rea<i. 
i~tun. 
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• 13. -a tenth part] This paffage, though fome­
what obfcure, and varioufly explained hy various 
interpreters, yet, I think, has heen made fo clear 
by the accomplifhme:-it of the prophecy, that there 
remains little room to doubt of the feri.fe of it. 
\Vhen Nebuchadnezzar haJ carried away the greater 
and better part of the people into captiYity, there 
was yet a tenth remaining in the l~nd, the poorer 
fort, left to be vine-drefler:5 and lmfbandmen, un­
der Gedaliah, 2 Kings xxv. 12, 22. and the dif­
perfe<l Jews gathered themfekes together, -and re­
turned to him, Jer. XL. 12: yet even thcfc, :fleeing 
jnto Egypt after the death of Gedaliah, contr:::.ry to 
the warning of God gi,·en by the Prophet Jeremiah, 
miferahly perifhed there. Ag;ain, in the fubfequent 
and more remarkable completion of the Prophecy in 
the cleftructiop of Jerufalem and the di{folucion of 
the commonwealth by the Romans,, when the Jews, 
after the lofs of above a million of men, had in­
creafed from the fcanty refidue that was left of them, 
and had become Yery numerous again in their coun­
try; Hadrian, provoked by their rebellious beha­
viour, flew above lnlf a mil!tcn 1,10re of them, and. 
a fecond time almoft extirpated the nation. Yet 
after thefe fignal and almoft univcrfal deftructions of 
that nation, and after fo 1rnmy other repeated exter­
minations and maffacres of them, in different times 
and on various occafions fince, we yet fee, with 
aftonifhment, that the frock fl:ill remains, from 
which God, according to his promifc frequently 
given by his_ Prophets, will caufe his people to 1l10ot 
forth again, and to f:l.ouriib. 

For □.J, above fcventy :.rss (ele,·en Antient) read 
i1;1; an<l fo LXX. 

CHAP. 
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CH A P. VII. 

The confederacy of Retfin king of Syria, and 
Pekah king of Ifrael, againft the kingdom of Judah, 
was formed in the time of Jotham; and perhaps the 
effects of it were felt in the latter part of his reign: 
fee 2 Kings xv. 37. and Note on chap. 1. 7-9. 
However, in the very beginning of the reign of 
Ahaz, they jointly inYaded Judah with a powerful 
army, and threatened to defrroy, or to dethrone, 
the I-Ioufe of DaYid. The king and royal family 
being in the utmoft confternation on receiving ad­
vices of their defigns, Ifaiah is fent to them to fop­
port and comfort them in their prefent <lifl:refs, by 
affuring them, that God would make good his pro­
mifcs to David and his Houfe. This makes the fnb­
jecl: of this, ·and the following, an<l the beginning of 
the ninth, chapters; in which there are many and 
great difficulties. 

Ch2.pter v r r. begins with an hiftorical account of 
the occafion of this Prnpliecy: :md then follows, v. 
4-16, a prediction of the ill foccefs of the defigns 
of the ffraelites and Syrians ag:1in1t Judah: a.id, 
from thence to the ernl of the chapter, a denuncia­
tion of the calamities to be brought upon the king 
and people of Judah by the 1\.li}Tians, whom they 
had nmv liireJ. to affift them. Chapter vur. has a 
pretty cloic conndtion with the foregoing: it con­
tains a confirmation of the Prophecy before given of 
the appw<1.ching dcfrrucl:ion of the kingdoms of If­
rael anll Syria by the AiT)·rians; of the denunciation 
of the im·aiion of Judah by the fame Ailyrians: v. 
9, 10, gi-;,;e a repeated general affurance, that all the 
deiigns ufthe enemies of God's people i11all be in 

the 
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the end difappointed, and brought to nought; v. 11, 
&c. admonitions and threatnings, (I do not attempt 
a more particular cxplan.:ttio;-i of this Yery cldncult 
part,) concluding with an illuftrious prophecy (chap. 
1x. r-6) of the manifcfration oflV!dliah; the tran­
fcendent dignity of his character; and the univerfa.­
lity and eternal duration of his kingdom. 

4. The Syriac omits a,~,; Vulg. reads □iN ,~o: 
one or the other feems to be the true reading. I 
prefer the former: or infread of l.:11 □iNi, read 
lJ nvEli, MS. 

S, 9. Though ihe head of Syria he Damafcus, 
And the head of Damafcus, Retfin; 
Yet within threcfcore and fi,•e vears, 
Ephr:::.im {hall be broKcn, that he be no more a 

peopic: 
.l\nJ thc! he~d of Ephraim be Samaria; 
And the head of Sam:-iri:i, P..emaliall's fan.] 

" Here are fix Enes, or three difricl1s, the order 
of which feerm to haYc been difrurbd by a tr:rnfpo­
foion, occa~'ioncd by three of the lines beginn-ing 
wir\1 the fame word I!,•~,,; which three iine.,; ought 
not to !1a,·c been fcp:lf:tte~l by <'-!l)' other line inter­
vening; but a copyifr, ha.-ing writte!l the fin1: of 
them, and cafong his eye on the th:rd, might e:t11.ly 
proceed to write after the iirJt line beginning with 
c•~,, that which ought tu haYc followed the third li1,e 
begirming with tt•~i,. Tht:n, fr1ding his miibke, 
to prefen-e tl1e bc,rnty of his copy, :!dcL:cl at the end 
of the c.li!lich, which {ho11l,J h:nc been in rhe middle; 
making that the fecond difrich, \\hich 01;ght to ha,·e 
been the third. For tht: order as it no,v ftan<ls is 
prepafrerous ; the deftru[tion of Ephraim is de­
nounced, and then their grandeur i, fct forth: 
·wherea5 naturallv the retrm::fcntation of the !' rand cur , ,> 

of Ephraim fhou!d precedt: th:~t of thcir de!huftion. 
And the dcfrrudiun of Ephr:::.i:n has no cd1en:;1c(: 

with 
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with the grandeur of Syria, fimply as foch, which 
it now follows; but it naturally and properly follows 
the grandeur of Ephr:i..im, joinecl to that of Syria 
their ally." 

" The arrangement then of the whole fentence 
feems originally to have been thus: 

Though the head of Syria be Damafcus; 
And the h::ad of Damafcus, Rctfin; 
And the head of Ephraim be Samaria; 
And the head of Samaria, Relllaliah's fon: 

• Yet within tlm.:e!cot-•! 2nd five years, 
Ephraim ihall be brok<.:11, that 'he be no more a people." 

DR, JUBD, 

8. -threefcorc and 11\-e years] It was fixty-five 
years from the begi:rning of the reign of Ak.z, when 
this prophecy was dclivcrc<l, to the total depopula­
tion of the kingdom of Ifr:1cl by Efarhaclclon, who 
Utrriecl awa:,, the rcr:1::-.im of tlie ten tribes, which 
hacl been le.ft by TigLth Pilefer, and Sb.lm:mcfer, 
and \vho planted the country with new inhabitants. 
That the cmmtry wz,s not wliclly fl:rippc<l of its in­
habitants by Shalmanefcr, appears from many paf­
fages of the hiil-ory of Jofi::J1; where Ifraelites are 
mentioned as fl:ill rem:cininr- there, 2. Chron. xxx1 v. 
6, 7, 33· and :X:XX\". I~.u 2, Kings XXIII. 19, 20. 

This fcems to be the beft explanation of the chrono .. 
logicd ddiculty in this pbce, which has much em­
barraflc<l the commentato;s : fee Uiforii Annal. V. 
T. acl an. 332.7. ~md Sir I. Newton, Chronol. p. 283. 

" That the hfl: deportation-of Ifrael by Efarhad-' 
don was in the Jixty-tifth ye:u after the fecond of 
Ahaz, is prob:cb'c, for the following reafons: The 
Jews in Se,le.r OLm Rabba, an<l the Talmu<lifts, in 
D. Kim chi on Ezek. n. fay, that Manaffeh king of 
Judah was c:1rr:c<l to Babylon by the king of Affy­
ria's captains, 2. Chron. xxx1u. I 1. in the twer.ty­
fccond year of his rciq-n; that is, before Chrift 676, 

CJ • 

r accordmg 



CII.\P. \·tr. 15.'1.I.'1.a. Si 

acccrJing to Dr. Blair's Tables. Arid they are pro­
b:!bly right in this. It could not be much earlier; 
:.s the king of All~·ria was ~ot king of Babylon till 
680, ibid. As Efarb.ddon was then in the neigh­
bourhood of S:.unaria, it is highly prob2.ble, that he 
dicl then carry away the bll: rem~ins of ffrael; and 
hroughr tlwic :!hangers thid1er, who mention him 
as their founder, Ezra iv. 2. But thi.~ year is juft 
the iixty-fifrh year from the fcconcl of Ah1z, whicl! 
,rn~ 7-i.o bcfor; Chrifl:. I,\;'ow the carrying away of 
the lai1: remains of Ifracl, (who, till then, though 
their kingdom was defiroyed forty-fa·e years before, 
::nd though final! in number, yet might keep up 
tome form of being a people, by li,·ing according to 
their own laws,) intirely put an end to the people 
of Ifr;ic], as a people frpar::.:e from all others: for 
from this time thev neYer returned to their own 
country iri a body, ·but \vere confounded with the 
p~ople of Judah in the CaptiYity, and the wl!ole 
people, the ten tribes included, were called Jews." 
DR, JUilll. 

9. If ye belteYe not-] " This claufc is very 
much iiluftr'ated, by confiLlering .the Capti\'ity of 
:M:maffeh as happening at the fa.me. time with this 
pred iclcd final ruin of Ephraim a~ a people. The 
near connexion of the tw .. ) facts makes the pre<li/l:ioa 
of the one naturally to cohere with the predicl::ion of 
rhc other. J\ncl the words arc well ft1itecl to this 
event in the hifiory of the people of ,Tllclah. " If 
•· ye believe not, ye !hall not be efiablii1:ed :" that 
is, unlefs ye b_elieve this prophecy of the defrructio:i 
of ffrad, ye Jews alfo, as w<:11 a; the p~ople of ff­
racl, :!hall_ not remain efrablifhed as a kingdom and 
peop}e,; ye alCo :!hall be vifite<l with puni1hment at 
the fame time. As our Saviour tolcl th<; Jews in his 
time, " unlefs ye repent, ye fl1all all li,ke\·.,ik pr:­
" rifh ;" intimating their deftrucl:ion by the Romam; 
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to which alfo, :13 m~l_l a~ to the C::ipti,·in· of .:\hn:!f­
feh, and to the 1hbyloni1h Capfri·ity, the , 1cw:; of 
the Prophet might here extend. The dole con­
nexion of this threat t? the Jews, ,~·ith the prophecy 
0f the dcitrnfhon of Ifrael, is :1:1other frrong pnmf~ 
rhat the order of the preceding lines ahon; propolcd 
. . I ,~ -
15 Tlf:; lt. DR. Jt:i~B. 

fbidr If ye belit:,·e not in me-J The exhortation 
0-fJehoibaph;-tt to his people, when God had pro­
mifrd to th,'i71, by the Prophet Jalwziel, ,·i<'Jory 
over die .i\Ioabites aml Ammonites, i:-; nry like this. 
both in fenfr and exprdlion, and f:c:ems to lie dc­
I=i,ered in Ycrfo : 

"Hear rn.:, 0 J 1:dal:; and ye inhabitants of J erufa­
" 1cm ! 

"Believe i!l :EHOVAII your God, :i.11d ye !ha-II Le efla­
" blii1mi; 

"Bcfo:ve his Prophets, and ye fhali profpcr." 
~ Clnon., xx. 20. 

, \"here both tl:c frnfe anrl confrrnl}ion render Yery­
l'robablc a conjdturc of Archbiihop Secker un thi~ 
phce; that infread of,.:, we jhoukl read "';i. '' If ye 
•• will not helicvc in me, ye 1hall not be dlablifhcd.'" 
:-in lik~wiic Dr. Durell. 'l'hc Chalclcc has, " If ye 
" \\'ilf not bdinc in the words of the Prophet':'y 
which frcm'> to- be a parapbralc of the reading here· 
propofcd. • In farnur of which it may he further 
ubforn.xl, tlut in one :-.1 s ,:, is upon a. rafurc; ~md 
mother for the !aft N) reads N)l, \Yhich would. pro- . 
perly follow~; but could not follow~--

11. Go deep- to the graYe-J So Aquila, Sym~ 
Theodot. Vulg. 

l ~t- JEHOY A 11] For ,~,~. twenty-fi,·e !\I SS (nine­
,'\ntient) read iW1'1-, And fo v. :?.o. eighteen Mss. 
14-16 ► ,vhcn he ihall kno.w-J "Though fo 

much h:is been written on thi,. importa.nt paifage,. 
there·· 
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there is an obfcurity and inconfequence which frill 
attends it, in the general run of all the interpretations 
gi\·en to it by the mofr learned. J\nd this obfcurc 
incoherence is gi\·en to it hy the falfo rendering of a 
Hebrew particle, ,·iz. ? in in).'1?. This has bee:1 • 
generally rendered, either " that he may know," 
or " till he know." It is capable of either Yeifron, 
without doubt. But either of thefe veriions m1kec, 
v. 15. incoherent an<l inconiifi:cnt with '". I 6. For 
,·. 16. plainly means to give a reafon fcH the afler­
tion in"- 15; becaufe it is fubjoined to it by the 
particle,:,, for. But it is no reafon why a child · 
fhould eat butter and honey till he was at an age to 
diftinguilh, that before that time the land of his na­
ti,·ity f110ulcl be free from 1ts enemies. This b.tter 
fuppofi.tion indeed implies what is inconfi.frcnt with -
the preceding affcrtion. For it implies, that in part 
of that time of thl! infancy fpoken of the b.nd ihoul<l 
not he free from enemies, and confrqucntly thefe 
fpecies of delicate food could not be attai1~:i.ble, ac; 
they are in times of peace. The orher \·erfion, • 
" that he nfay know," has no meaning at all: for 
what fcnCe is there in afferting, that a child 1lla!I eat 
butter and honey, that he m;1y know to refu!c e,·il • 
and choofc good? is there· any fuch effect in this 
food? Surely no. Befide~, tli•:'. child i., tb.1s repre­
fented to e:it thofc things, wi1ich only a fb.te of 
peace produces, during its whole infan'cy, incon-
1ifiently with v. 16. which promifes a rciief from 
cnemie~ only before the end of this infancy; imply­
ing plainly, -that part of it would be pafkd in 
diil:re(sful times of \\'ar a~d fiege; which "·as the 
ftate of things, when the prophecy was defacred." 

" But all thefc objections arc cut off, and·a clear 
coherent Cenfr is gi,·en to th:s pa{fagc by giYing ano~· 
ther fenCe to the particle ',; which never occurred to 
me, till I faw it in Harmer's Obferyat. ml. z. p. 299. 
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See ho,v coherent the ~vorC s of the Prophet· rnn, 
with how natural :.:. connexion one cl:rnfe follm,·~ ano­
ther, by properly rendering 1his one particle. " Be­
" ho\l this Virgin :fhall co11leive, and hear a. Son, 
H_ and thou f11alt call his nc:me Immanuel: butter 
',· :rnd Loney foall he eat, 'll hen he fh~ll kno,•; to 
(. rd\ 0 1,~ cYil, and chooic grod. For, before thi;; 
,.· L ,1il,i l11all know to refufc t:Yil, and choofe good, 
• '. 1 iw L:1d fhall foe defola1c, hv whole two kin~s 
" , h;,11 :,1 t difrreifrd." Thus'"_- 16. fubjoins a pt;rn 
,.\.,t{un whv ::-he chilrl fi10uld cat butter and honn. 
ti~e food ·of plentiful times, 'H hen lte came to·~, 
clltingnifaing ag.:; .-iz. bc:GH'fe before that rin,c 
the country of the t,rn kings, wha nm•: diihdfrd; 
J 9dca, ihould [y~ tk{ohtccl ; ;,r,cl fo J ~1d.:a ihoultt" 
r~cover that plenty which ::dtcnd; pcau. Tk· .. t tlii-; 
rendering, which gi,·cs perii1:cnity and rat;onal co:i­
r:~xion to the p::iJfagc, is according to the uic of th•; 
lJebrcw particle is certain. Thus, ij::J. .17,Ei), ' t!! 

' ;the ;~ppcaring of morning, o'., 1chcn morning ap-
' -1 ' J~..... l ,· · ,,.. .... -i ..... ·~- I""\ .. ~,· ' ,t - I pearL:u; ,,.0(. .. I\ • 2 /. ·'-"' 1 , IJ, , u n.ea -
' time, or, ,zuhoz it ·,,as time to ear.' Ruil1 rr. 14. 
In th{'- fame maimer, i.n~'i?, " at his i~now:ng, tlt;it 

" is; wh:,·z he k!.!ows." 
, '"lhrmcr (ihid.J kt9 ck1rly 17:e\\"1,, that thcfr 

articles of fo'<>,\ arc dclic,cies i:. the e:ift:; and a; h1L tt 
cl~notc ~- furc of plent}·· See :1:fo Joih. , •. 6. They 
therefore natur:dly e:,; pre b tlte plenty of the cot::1try, 
::i..;_ a mark of p.:acc reti:orecl to it. Indeed~ ver. '.!'.!. 

it.c):prdles a plenty arifo1g from the thirrncls of th-: 

l,conlc: but that it Ji.0·11ifies, ~-. I;;. a \Jlentv arifir;
0
a 

.. .... \.-:, ,_J .. 

fr~_Hn ck]i\ crance from war the a prc'.'-::..t, is eYide11.t. 
B·..:c:.mfc othcrwiCe tl!erc i~ 1;0 exprt1lion of tltis de­
li-.-crancc. And that a ddiYe~ance \\a~ int,~;ic.k<l to 
btJ1erc exprcifr<l is plain, fr0m c:11ling thl'. child, 
wltich :f11(?uld be born, In m t_nuel, (-ioJ wi:h us. 
lt,i_s plain ~lf9;. b_ccaufc it :s Le .ore giYcn to the Pro-
~.~ - ... phet 
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:phet in clw.rge to make a declaration of the clclivc­
rJnce, ,·. 3-i; and it is there m:1c..le; and this Pro­
phecy muit unclo..1btedly be conformable to th:it in 
this matter." DR. Junn. 

The circnrnfrance of the chll<l':; eating bnttc-r and 
honey i'> explained by Jarchi, as denoting a futc of 
plenty: " Butyrum & md comc<let infan:; ifie, quo-

. " niam terra noth:t plcna erir omnis boni." Con·1-
ment. in locurn. The infant .h1pitcr, fays Ca1lima­
' b11s, ,·,as tenderly nurfcd \\·it h goat's milk ar.d 
honey. Hymn. in Jo\'. .JS. I [0:111:r, of the m·p?::in 
d:.t1ghters of Pamhrcm; 

" %OU: •-c,c a: ai' A~ uJ ,-·· 
... I .1J ~ - ~ :•_.. •. 'I •7-. • • "7 

H 'f~;c·,11 i!,C,-1 µ,:f•.r:1 ·./i·.'J,c,,;:, ic/Xl ·.;iJ:1 o;; :,, 

'' ' • '' Ockff xx. 68 . 
.I 

"Venus in tcnt.lcr delicacy rc:irs 
•' \Vitit hrmey, milk, and ·:;inc t!icir infant yc:irs." 

Pope: 

T;,;;:?:;~ ;;r.1 ,;,·~:1t1~· " This is a dcfcrip~ion of delicate 
" food:'' fays Euibthius on the place. 

Ag!'rC':tb1y to the obferratt0!1s, cor11munic1ted by 
the learned pcrfon aboYc-mentioned, which perfcA:ly 
well explain the hifrorical fonfc of th;~ much-dif­
puted paifage~ not excluding a higher fccondary 
fenfe, the obnom and literal meaning of the pro­
phecy is this: ' that within the time that :1. young 
• woman, now ;i ..-irgin, il10u!d concei';c ar:.d bring 
' forth a child, :mcl th:tt child :l110uld arriYe ;,.t fuch 
• :in age as to difri:igudh ben·:ecn good and e\·il, 
' that is, within :t few years, ( comp:u-c eh. v r r 1. 4.) 
' the enemies of Judah :11iould be ddhovc.:d.' But 
the propl1ccy is introducc<l in fo folemn ; manner; 
the forn is fo marker!, ::is a fign frlecl:ed and ri,cn 

~ _, ~ / '-., 

6:.- Ci)(\ liimtiM, after 1\h:tz li::id rt'jccl:ed the ofler 
nf :my 1~gn of his own riio;1{i11g nut of tht.: ,\·hole 
i;nn!p..:f. of riat11rc: the term~ of the prupltec:,· aic fo 
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peculiar, and the Name of the child fo expreffi.-e, 
containing in them much more th,m the circurn­
:fbinocs of the birth of a common child required, or 
c,-en admitted; that we may ea1ily fup:pofe, that, 
in minds t'repared by th•~ gcner,d expectation of a 
great Deli\·ercr to f pring from the houfe of n.1., id, 
they railed hopes far b-.!yond what the prefent 
occation fuggcik<l; d}x:ci:.!lly when it was found, 
tlw.t in the fub[cqu.cnt prophecy, dcliYcrcd immc­
t~iatclv afterw::ml, this child, called Immanuel, is' 
trcatc~l as the Lord and Prince of the land of Judah. 
YVho coulcl this be, otlier than the Heir of the throne 
of David ? under which ch:1rach:r a great and eYen a 
DiYine Perfon ha<l been promifed. No 01,c of th::i.t 
age anf.\·erecl to ,his charaA:er, except I Iczckiah; 
but he was certainlv born nine or ten year:; before~ 
the delivery of this· prophecy. That thi's was fo un­
derfl::oocl at that time, is collected, I think, with 
great probability, from a paJfage of l\1icah, a Pro­
phet contcm_;10,ary with U:tiah, hut who began to 
prophcCy after. him; ancl who, as I h::ise ,1lreacly 
obfervecl, imitated him, and fometimcs ufrd his 
expreiJions. :iViicah, ha,·ing ddin'rcd th:tt rem~rka­
ble rrnphecy, \\'liicli determine~ t!.~ pbcc of the 
birth of ::\kfli;.1h, •• the Ruler of Cod\ people, 
" whofe goings forth ]L.1.Ye been of old, from ever­
" lafting ;" tlia~ it 1hould be E:.:d1khem Ephr:1ta; 
.ac!ds immediately, tlvt Dl'Yer:bi.:::cfs, in the mean 
time, Cod would cleli,·n hi; people into the hands 
of their enemies: " he will gi·.-c thpn up, till -fhe, 
" \vho i; tn be,ll" :t child, ilnll bring forth."' Mic. 
v. 3. Thio oh1 io111ly and plainly· rcfors to fome 
kno,.,n prophecy Cll!1,:c:·, 1 ing a won~:rn to bring forth 
2. child; a:H.1 fre,11., muc11 E1 <Jr~ proper]y applicable 
to this ptE:gc cf If:1i:1h, tL:n to any othr.:r::; of the 
fame }Jrophcr, ,o which fomc interpreters lian! ap­
plied it. St. ::v1:,tthc-.,· therefore in 2:pplying this 

prophecy 
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prophecy to the birth of Chrift, docs it not merely 
in the way -of accommodating the words of the Pro­
phet to a f1.1it:ible caf e not in the Prophet's view; 
but takes it in its fl:rictcft, clcareft, and moft im-· 
portant frnfe, and applies it according to the origi­
nal defign ancl principal intention of the Prophet. 

I 7. But JEHOVAH will hring] Houbigant read:-; 
N':i.~,, from LXX ; a/'./\0:. ,:?;v(Efl o 0afii': to m:trk tht" 
tr:.!n1i tion to :1 new rubject. 

Ibid. E\·cn the l:ing of Affyria-J ~Ionbigant 
foppofes thele \·mr<ls to Juve been a margmal glof.-;, 
broutsht into the text by mifhke: and fo likewi{c-
1\rchbp. Secker. lklilles their h:ffing no force or 
dfocr here, they clo not join well in confrrucrion 
with the words preceding: as may be feen by the 
firange m::mncr in which the antient interpreters haYc 
taken them; and they ,·cry inelegantly forcftall the 
mention of the king of Afi),ria, which comes in with 
gFCat propriety in the 20th verfc. I ha.Ye therefore 
r~kcn the liberty of omitting them in the tran!la­
non. 

18. -hift the fly] See :Note on eh. ,. 26. 
Ibid. Egypt and J\fi)rria] Senacherib, Efarhad-­

<lnn, Pharao Xccho, and :Nebuch::idnczzar, who 
{111c ;"tfter another defolatcd T udea. 

q. -ca,·crns] So L~x, Syr. Yulg. whenc~ 
l fo11bir;:111r fuppofcs tlic tmc reading to be 01:,',m:-1. 

10. -the RiHr] That is, the El!phrates; i.-u:i,. 
Jo rc:i.d the L'\'.X, and two :-.:ss. 

Ibid. JEIIOL\H fll'.111 :fha,·e by the hired rafor-J 
To f11:m.: wi_rh the hired raf-.,r the head, the fret, 
:rncl tltl'. bc:m.l, i., an cxprcftion highly par::tbolical; 
to drnot..: the 111tcr denlbrion of tht: countrv from 
one cn(l to th:: other, and the plundering of ti1e peo­
ple, from the highefi to the lowcft, by the All~-rians; 
whom (..iod ernplo:,ed a; hi.:; inftrnr;:ient to pn11ifl1 the 
Jc-.\·s. Ahaz himfrlf, in the firil place, hired thf' 
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king of /'.fl)·ria to come to help him agai(iit the Sy­
rians, by a prefcnt made to him of all the trca.ii.1rcs 
of t!,c Temple, as w·en as his own: ancl Goel himfelf 
co;11ickred the grc:1t nations, whom he thm cm..., 
pluyed, as his 'rner,en:irics, :md paid them their 
wages; thus he p~.id i\ebuchaclnezzar for his ier­
Yices againil: Tyre, by the conquefr of E1;ypt : Ezek. 
::-: ~~Ix. r 8-20. The hairs of the head arc thofo of 
ttc highd1: ordei in _the irate; thole of t:ie Let, or 
tht: lower parts, are the cnmmon people; tl1c heard 
is the king, the high pridl, tl1e ,ery 1i1preme in 
dignity and m::.jcfry. Tlic c~frcrn people ha·:e always 
hdd t!-:c be:.ml in the highefr Ycnc:-:,tion, ::i.:,d ha\"(~ 
bee:1 extremely jealous cf its honour-. To pluck a. 
man's beard is an inilance of the grcatc1t indignity 
that can be off::red. Sc~ Ifaiali L. G. The kiilg of 
the Ammonites, to f11ew the utnrnit contempt of 
David, ' cut off ha1f the h·arcls of hi5 frn ar.ts; and 
' the men were gre:uly :1ih:1mcd: ~mcl ilt\·icl bar1c 
' them tarry at Jericho t;'.l their bcc1rds were grown." 
2 S:1111. x. 4, 5. Nichuhr, .Arabie, p. 275, gives a 
rrwckrn inibnce of the •,cry i~.me ki!~d uf' irdi.:lt. 
" The 'i\1:ks,_ fa)'.3 The,·~n<:t, greatly d:cw;_,1. :1 m:in 
" who has a tir,e r:c~rd: 1t ;s :: Ycry g·,rz..: ::i.rrrnnt to 
" take a n1a;1 by his be;.rd, u;;!cfa it be to ki(s it: 
" they fwear l;::; the beard." Voyages, 1. p. 57. 
D, ' • • ' bl • " • \ I l'a.n·ict.:x g:vcs a rc1n:trKa c !Lt:mcc et an _ _. ra ), 
who, h::::ing :-ccciYcd a w011:-:cl :n his j::i.w, cho:c to 
b.zard his life, r:ithcr than fnflcr his 1urgeon to take 
(lif his ceard. l\lcr;1oirc~, t9m. iii. P· 214. See 
alfo Niebuhr, Ar;.1bie, p. 6L 

The rem:1ini:1g ,·eries uf tliis cl:apter, 21-25, 
contain .::i. cleg:mt :i. 'J.ct ,·cry expreffi ve (!efcription of 
a countrv cknorn1b.tcd, :11,cl left to run wild, from 
its ;1dju1~cts ~.11~1 circumfrar.ccs: the ,·ineyards and 
;:ornfields, before well cultivated, now ov~rrun with 
br;crs and thorns; n1t~ct1 grafs, fq th:it ti1e f~w rnt-
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Jle that are left, a young cow and two fheep, han! 
tl:c:r full r;;.ngc, and abundant pafture; fo as to 
yield milk in plenty to the fcanty familv of the 
owner: the thinly fc:atcred people living ijOt on 
corn, wine, and oil, the produce of cultivation, 
but on rnilk and honey, the gifts of nature; and the 
whole land given up to the wild beafis ; fo that the 
n1ifernble inh2bitants are forced to go out armed 
with bows and arrows, either to defend themfeh·es 
ag::.inft the wilcl beafts, or to fupply themfch-cs with 
n~c;ctfary food by hunting. 

CH A P. Vlll. 

'The prophecy of the foregoing ch:1ptcr relates to 
rhe kingdom of Judah only: the firfr part of it pro­
inifL·s them <leliverance from the united im-afion of 
the lfraelites 2.~d Syrians; the hitter part, from v. 
1 7. de!rn' . .mces the <lefobtion to be brought upon 
the kingdom cf J ucld1 t 1- the AfiYrians. The 6th, 
7th, and 8th, verfes of this chapter, focm to take 
in both the kingdoms of Ifracl and Jucbh. This 
people, that refuieth the waters of Siloah, m:ty be 
me:mt of both : the ffraelites clefpifed the kingdom 
of J11clah, which thev had deferred, and now at­
te;1; pt eel to deftroy ; the people of Judah, from a 
t:onfokration of their own we~J.;neis, and a clifttuCT: 
of God's promifcs, being reduced to clefpair, :::.p­
pli-:cl to the AH)·rians for ailifrance againft the two 
confrcleratc king~. Bat how could it be faid of Ju­
<.!ah, that they rejoiced in Retfin, anrl the fon of 
RL'rnali:1n, the enemies confederated againfr_ them? 
ii" fcw1e of the people were inclined to revolt to the 
-::,cm:,-, which howner docs not clearly appear from 
..:;1y p;1rt of the hi11:ory or the prophecy, yet there 
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was nothirig 11kc a tendency to a general defection. 
This therefore muft be underftood of Ifrael: ·The 
Prophet 2.cnounccs the Ail)-rian inYafion, which 
fhould oYcrwhelm the whole kingtlom of Ifrad under 
Tighth Pilefcr, and Shalmanefrr; and the fubic­
quc:.t i:n-afion of J uclah by the fame power under 
Scnachcrib, which would bring them into the moft 
imminent danger, like a flood reaching to the neck, 
In which a man can but jufr keep his head above 
hater. The two next Yerks, 9, 10. are addrdled 
by the Prophet, as a fohject of the kingdom of Ju­
<lah, to the Ifraclites :.:.ncl Syrian5; and perl1aps to all 
the enemies of God's people; aiforing them, th:1.t 
their attempts againfr that kingdom {hall be fruitlefs; 
for that the _promifrd Immanuel, to whom he al­
ludes, by uiing his name to cxprefs the Jignification 
of it, far God is ·with u1, {hall be the defence of the 
houie of DaYid, and deliver the kingdom of Judah 
<mt of their hands : he then proceeds to warn the 
people of Judah againft idolatry, diYination, and 
the like forbidden practices; to which they were 
much inclined, and which would foon bring clown 
God·s jt:clgcr:ients upon Ifracl. The prophecy con­
cludes, :it the 6th wrfe of ch:ip. 1x. wirh promifes 
of bleiEngs in future times, by the coming of the 
~rcat Delin:rer alrcaclY nointed 011t tv the name of 
ii'") ✓ J.. ~ 

Immannei, \'.ci10!e pcrfon and char:i/lcr is fet forth 
l!l. terms t!1e ~,101t ample and m:ignificent. 

,\nd here it mav be obJcn ed, that it is :i]moft the 
confrant pr:!<~ice of the Prophet to collect: in like 
m;rn:;er ddiYera!1ces t~mpo;·:il with fpiritt..:,l. Thus 
rhe ::-~Ith dwp~cr, fctting fo;-th the kingdom oC:\1eC­
fo1h, i, clofrl·; connected with the xth, which forc­
tclb t!1r ddi r~1{lion of Senacherih. So Ekewife the 
ddhnftion of" nations enemies to God in the xxx1 nh 
chapter, introdt!ccs rh:.: 1louri11ling ibte of the king­
don-~ of C!niii in t!1e ·,:x.:.;:nh. ~\ml thu, the chap-

ters, 
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ters, from XL to x LIX, inclufive, plainly relating 
to tk t!eli·,crancc from the Captivity of Babylon, do 
in fome parts plainly relate to the greater <lcliveranc: 
by Chriil::. 

1. T1ke unto thee a large mirror-J 'J;'he word 
111,:i is not regularly forme<l from ',,.:i, to roll, hut 
from il?.:l; as 1,11:> from :ii:>, 1i1:,.:3 from il?J, 1'1i'l 
from ~1j).:l, }'1?).' from il?V, &c. the ' fupplying the 
place uf the radical ;i. r,,:: fignifies to fhew, ro re­
veal; properly, as Schroederus fays, (De Veftitu 
Mulier. Hebr. p. 294.) to render clear and bright 
by rubbing, to polii11: 1i1',.:i therefore, according to 
this derivation, is not a roll, or volume; but may 
very well iignifr a puliihed tablet of met;:.], fuch as 
antientiy was ufed for a mirror; the C~aldec para.­
phraft renders it by m',, a tablet: and the fame word, 
though fomcwhat diflercntly pointed, the Chaldec 
paraphraft and the Rabbins render a mirror, chap. 
II 1. :1 ~. The mirrors of the lfraelitiih women were 
made· uf brafs finely poliihed, Exod. xxx nu. 8. 
from which place it likewifc appears, that what they 
ufed wer~ little hand-mirrors, which they carried 
with them, e,·cn \\'hen they ::dlemblcd at the door of 
the Tabermcle. I haxe a metalline mirror found in 
Ilerculaneum, which i5 not above three inches 
fquarc. The Prophet is comm~.ndcd to take a mi•r­
ror, or brazen polifhed tablet, not like there little 
hand-mirrors, but a large one; b.rge enough for 
him to cngra,-e upon it in deep and lafting chara&rs~ 
1Vrn{ Din.':!, with a workman's graYing tool, the pro­
phecy which he was to ckli,·er. t9ii1 in this plac(? 
certainly iignifies an inftmmcnt to write, or lo en-· 
gran: with; but ~'iii, the fame word, only differing 
a lit tk ·in form, means fomething belongi:-ig to a 
lrHly\ drds, chap. 111. '.!l. (wl:ere howeYer five ~,r:,;.; 
lc:n-e out t!te ,, ,, hereby only it differs from the 
\', ortl in this pb.cc ;) cir her a crifping-pip, which 

• • • might 
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might be not unlike a gr;ffing-tool, as fame will 
ha,·e it; or a purfe, as others infer from 2, Kings Y. 

23. It may therefore be c:11led here l!i1.:l~ ~in, a 
workman's inftrument, to diftinguifh it from ~•,;, 
Mll.lN, an inftrnment of the fame name ufccl by the 
~.•:omca. In this manner he was to record the pro-

• JJhecy of the deftmcl:ion of Damafcus and Samaria 
by the :\fi)Tians: the fubjdl: :mrl fum of which pro­
phecy i, here expreifod with great breYity in four 
,vords, ma her /halal, hajh baz; i. e. " to hafte:i the 
'' fjioil, to take quickly the prey:" \\"hich arc after­
w:uds applied as the name of the Prophet's fon, v:ho 
was made a fign of the fpeedy completion of it; 
Maher-i1HLlal lfa{h-baz: Haite-to-the-{poil Quick­
to-the-prey. And that it might be done with greater 
folemnity, and to preclude all doubt of the real cle­
fo·ery of the prophecy before the event, he calls 
witnefies to attdt tht> recording of it. 

4. For before the child-] The prophecy w::rs 
accordingly accomplifhed within three years ; when 
Tiglath-Pilefci, king of Afi)'ria, went up againft 
D1mafcus, and took it, and carried thi.= people of it 
captive to Kir, and :flew Rctlin, and alto took the 
Rcubenites, and the Gadites, ancl the half tribe of 
:i.\1anafli.:h, and carried them capti, c to AfiYri2., ~ 
Kings xvi. 9. x \". '.!9. I Chron. Y. ::6. 

6, 7. Becauk this pccplc h:n'e rcjettccl-J The 
gentle water:; of Siloah, a fi1ult fm:n,;;i n and hrook 
-~lit witb1ut Jernfakrn, whic:1 filppliccl .: pool within 
the c:ty for tile Hie of the 1n:1ahit:rnb, is an apt em­
blem of t:,e- frn~ cf 1½e \...ingd.om ancl l1ot1fc of Da­
.-id, rn:1ch ;-cd,,.-ccl in it, ::ippa:-rnt it::-ength, yet fop­
ports'-d h\· the h>~ff:nrt of (~(ld: aml is finch· con­
t~d·i~·cl n;ith tl,e waki:~ of the Euph;-;1tcs, grc.:1t, ra­
f!C:, 2r.<l imp:·tt•ous; the image of rhL'. Babylonian 
empire, which God threatens to bring down, like a 
rnir,hty flood, cp0n all thcie apcdt~tes r..,f t, __ ,tli king-

• doms, 
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doms, :is a punif11ment for their manifold iniquities, 
and their contemptuous c.lifregard of his promifcs. 
The brook and the ri\·er arc put for the kingdoms, 
to which they belong, and. the difterent frates of 
which re1i)cttively they mofr :iptly reprelent. J uYe­
nal, inveighing againft the corruption of Rome by 
the importati:.m of Afiatic manners, fays, with great 
elegance, that the Orontcs has been long difrharging 
itfelf into the Tiber: 

"Jampridem Syrus in Tiberirn deflnxit Orontes." 

And Virgil, to cxprcfs the fi.1bmiffion of fomc of tlic 
eaftern countries to the Rom:rn arms, fa•;s, th:it the 
waters of Euphrates now Hawed more humbly and 
gently:-" Euphrates ibat jam molli::;r undis." ../F.n. 
vru. 7'2.6. But the h_appy contra1t between the 
brook and the ri \-er giYcs a peculiar beauty to this 
paffage of the Prophet, \\ itl1 which the iimple figure 
in the R.oman poets, hov.erer beautiful, yet uncon­
trafrcd, cannot conten<l . 

. 8. E\·en to the neck th:-1II he reach] He compar.:-::; 
Jen1fakm (fays Kimchi) to the head in the human 
body: as when the waters come up tu a man's neck~ 
he is Yery near drowning; for :t little incrca!c of 
them would go oYcr his head; fo the king of .A.ffyria 
comin6 up to Jcrufalem was lik,· a flood reaching to 
the neck; the whole country wa:. on:rtlmwJ, and 
the capital was in )mmincnr lbngcr. Accordingly 
the Cbalclee renders reaching to th: !!cck, by reach­
ing to J erufalem. 

9. Know ye this] God by his Prophet pL1inlJ 
dcciares to the confederate ac.lverfaries of J u<l::ih, and 
bids them regard and attend to hi;; declaration. tl1J.t 

all their efforts fl1all be in nin. Tltc·prefrnt rcadi11~ 
iJ),, is lubicct to many diflicultics: l follow tbt ot· 
the LXX, 1j)1, yYwr:. , i\rchbif110p Secker ::!pprows 
this reading. i;vi, know ;·e this, is p::tr~llcl aml l)·!10-

ny1110F'.• 
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nymons to \l1i~:,, lJve ear to it, in the next line. 
The LXX have likewife very well parn.phrafed the 
conclufion of this verfc ; "when ye have frrcngthened 
" yourfehes, ye fh:ill be broken; and thmigh ye 
" again ilrengthen yourfelves, again f11all ye be 
" broken;" taking ,nn as meaning the fame witb. 
'li::l1VJ, 
'' 1 r. As taking me by the hand] Eleven :.1ss (t\'fO 

.:-\.ntient) read r,y1;n~: and fo Sym. Syr. Vnlg. 
n. Say yet not, It is holy-] iv;,. Both the 

reading and the fenfe of this word :ire doubtful. The_ 
LXX manifcfrly read il1l';,; for they render it by 
cn~i\;irc~, hard. Syr. and Clnld. render it N1i:J and 
iir::i, rebellion. llow thev came by this fcnic of the 
word, or what they read ·in their ·copies, is not fo 
dear. But the worfr of it is, that neither of thefc 
readings, or renderings, giYes any clear frnle in this 
place., For why f11ould (;od forbid his faithful fer-' 
nnts, to fay with the unbelie,·ing Jews, it is hard; 
or, there is a rebellion; or, as our Tranfb.tors render 
it, a co11/ederf!cy? And how can this be called, 
" walking in the way of this people," ,·er. 11. which 
ufu:1.lly means, following their example; joining 
\Yith them in religious wor1hip? Or w!nt confede­
racy do they mean ? the union of the l~;1:gci.oms of 
Syria and Jfrad Jgaintt Judah? Th:1.t '.\·:1s properly a 
it-ague between two independent fiatc~ ;- not an un­
lawful conlniracv of o:1c 1xur ar-ainit :mo1 her in the 

~ ~ ~~ 

fame ilatc; this is the meaning of the \rnrd ill,'i'· 
For ,..-ant of any fatisfaclory intcrprct:tt ion of this 
pbcc, that I C?.n meet with, I adopt a rnnjctl:nrc of 
Archbiihop Secker, which he propofrs \\-ith great 
difr1dcnce; and eYen fecms immedi:ttdy to giYc up, 
:is being defiirute of any authorit~· to fupport it. I 
will give it in his own words: " \ id, ri pcirefl: ex 
"' cap. '"· 16. & 1n~us cap. 13, 14, 19. kgcndum 
" ~1i-', ye] ltl11i', eu<lem fcntentia. quJ ,~·;,~~- Hof. 

•' ·, l \ •. 
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" x 1 y. 3. Scd nihil nccdli: e:ft. Vide enim J ~·:. 
" x1. 9. Ezek. xx.II. 25. Optimc: tamcn fie reti)on­
" dcrent hnic veriiculo ,·crficuli 13, 14." The paf­
fages of Jcrcmi:d1 and Ezekiel, aboY~ referred to, 
frem to me not at all to clear up the fenfe of the 
word ivj) in this place. Hut the context greatly fa­
,·ours the conjecture here given, :!ml makes it highly 
probable: " walk not in the way of this people•; c:1.!! 
"' not their idols holy; nor fear ye the object of 
" their fear : ( that is, the 0"26rx1J f"-!')dT~, or gods o!· 

" the idolaters: for fo fear, here, fignifies, to wi~, 
" the thing feared; fo God is called " the Fe:ir of 
"Ifaac :" Gen. xxxr. 42. 53.) but look up to JF.­
" HO,. AIi as your !·loly One; and let Him be your 
" Fear, and let Him be your dread ; and He foall 
" be a holy refuge unto you." Here there is a har­
mony and coniiitency running through the whole· 
fentence; and the latter p:ut naturally arifes out or 
the former, ancl anfwers to it. Obfen-e, thnt the 
rliffi.:rence between "it.ii' and t.,1j) is chiefly in th~ 
tranf pofition of the two lait letters; for the letters -, 
and , are hardly diftinguiiliablc in fome copies, 
printed as well as MSS: fu that the miftake, in re­
fpect of the letters themfelvcs, is a i:ery eaf y and a 
very common one. 

14. And He 1ha1l be unto you a fanA:uary.J Thq 
word □~~, unto you~ abfolutcly neceJfary, as I co;i­
ceivc, to the fenfc, is loft in thts place: it is pre­
fcrvctl by the Vulgatc; " & erit r~•ebis in f::rnt:l:ifica­
~• tionem :" the LXX ha,·e it in the fingt1l::u num­
-ber; €~0!1 ere, Etq ,).y,ucr/.1.ov. Or ciit:, infread of V1~'J, 
a fi11Jct11ary, •,ve muft re::td Wi''\O, a J,wre, whicii 
would then be repeated, without any prop_riety or 
elegance, • at the end of the Ycrie : the Chaldec rcid,; 
inficad of it l!l~WO, judgement; for he rend~rs it bv 

-u,i~EJ, which word frequent] y ::rnhwr:i to D:J~~ in h(., 
l-',l-
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Par~phrafe. A !>ls has (infiead of 1JN?1 t',i'J7-') 
jJN, o:,',; which clears the fen!e ancl conitrnction. 
But the reading of the Vulgate is, I think, the beft 
remedy to tliis difficulty; and is in fome degree au­
thorifrd by □ii?, the reading of the r.1 s :i.bo,-e men­
tionecl. 

16. ?mong my difciplesJ ,,o~.J. "The _LXX 

render ft, -r~ /1-'li 11-~9m. '' B11l1op Chandler, Ddence 
" of Chrifti::mity, p. 308, thinks they read in',r.:,, 
" that it be not 1mdoj/ood; and approves this read:.' 
" _ing." Archbifl1op SEC K 1m. • 

1 8. God of Jiofts J A ~1 s reads niNJ:!: ,:,r,N. 
19. Shonlcl they kek-J After u1;1,, the 1,xx, 

repeating the word, read ll'i1'i1: 011;c, e9:•Gf; wfO; .':;.;o, 

atrr~ ,r-(_-.1i,;;c.11c-1; -r1 ~;:~;;:-;icr~:n 'we.FI Tv:v ?c,;nw~ 11"; ,~Xf1"G; 

and this repetition of th:: verb feems neccffary to the 
fenfo; and, as Procopius on the place obfencs, 
it ftrongly exprdles the Prophet's indignation at 
their folly. • 

zc. Unto the command, and" unto the teftimo­
ny-J " Is not ii11l,'l1 here the attefred prophecy, 
·ver. 1-4? and perhaps iliir, the command, ·wr. 
~1-15? for it means fometime..~ :i. particubr, and 
eYen a human command : fee Prov. n. 20. an<l '"II. 

I, 2. where it is OrLlcred to be hid, that is, Jccrctly 
kept." 1\rchbillwp SECKElt. So Dckhamps in his 
Trantl,,tion, or rather P:ir:1d1r:ife, undcribr.cls it: 
'~ tenons-nous :1 rinfrrur: .. c1{t .:.1:thent:que, mis en 
d~p6t par arr.ire dn Seigneur." If this he right, the 
16th ':erie nrnii: be underitood in the fame m~inner. 

foicl. !n which thcr,e i:; no obkuritr] inu,, as 
an arljeA:i,·e, frcqucntl_v 11gni.fies dark, {;bfrnrt'. and 
the noun ;nv fignific:; darknrfs, l[.loominr-/s, ] nd u 
z.. if we may judge by the contex•: 

" A day of darknefs and obfc:urity; 
" Of cloud, and of thick vapour; 

"As 
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" As the gloom fpread upon the mountains: 
"A people mighty and numerous;" 

\\There the gloom, int.:t, fcems to be the fame with 
the cloud and thick vapour, mentioned in the line 
preceding: fee Lam. 1v. 8. Job xxx. 30. See this 
meaning of the word inv well fupporte<l in Chrift. 
Muller Saturn Obfervationum Philolog. p. 53. Luge!. 
Bat. I 7 52. The morning feems to be an idea wholly 
incongruous in the paffage of Joel. And in this of 
Ifaiali, the words, " in which there is no morning," 
(for fo it ought to be rendered, if inv in this place 
fignifies, according to its ufual frnfc, mm;ing) frem 
to give no meaning at :i.11. " It is bccaufe there is no 
light in them," fays our Tranflation : if there be any 
frnfe in thefc words, it is not the fcnfc of the origi­
nal; which cannot juftly be fo tran:flatfd. Qui n':t 
rien d'obfcur. Defchamps. The reading of 1,xx, 
and Syr. inv, zift, affords not any ,~fl:ifbncc towards 
the clearing up of this difficult place. • 

2 r. - diftrdlecl-] Inficad c,f ilit'PJ, di /lr~ff:J, 
the Vulg. Chald. ancl Sym. manifrfrly rc,t<l ?:!.-'.JJ, 
flumbli11g, totterinz through v.;cn.~nefs, 1t':1dy t1 _J,dt; 
a frnfe which fuits very well with the place. 

22. And he :fha.11 caft his eye:; upward-J Ti1e 
learned profeffor Michaelis, treating of this place, 
(~ot. in De S. PoeL Ilebr. Pn:el. rx.) rcfrrs to a 
paffage in the Koran, which is iimilar to it. As it 
is a nry celebrated paffag:c, and on nnn)' acc0unts 
remarkable, I fh:-tll give it here at large, \\'ith the 
fame author's furthfr remarks upon it in a:iother 
place of his \\~·itings. It mut1: be noted here, that 
the k::uncd Prokffor renders UJ.:l i11 tl1i~ irnd Llie pa­
rallel pL1cc, chap. v. 30. which I tr::mflatc he lacketb, 
by it thund,ntb, from Schultens, Orig. Lir:g." I!c:b:-. 
lih. 1. chap. 1 1. of the jufrr.efs of which rendering I 
mucl1 doulJt. This brinr.s tlfr ima

0
c-c of lfaiah :1,tJre . ~, 

\'UL. If. H nu.:, 



near, in·onc circumftance, to th:it of l\fohammec.1, 
than it appears to be in my tranfhtion: 

" L:lbid, contemporary v;ith 1\'Iohammed, the 1aft 
of the fc.-en Ar:ibian poets, who had' the honour of 
haY:ng their poems, one of each, hung up in the 
entrance of the Temple of Ivlecca, firuck with the 
fublimity of a paifage in the Kor:in, became a con­
nrt to Mohammcdilin; for he concluded, that no 
rnan could write in fuch a m:111ner, unlefs he were 
divinely infpin:d." 

" One mui1: hJ.YC a cnriofoy to ex:::.mine a p:::.ffage 
which hacl fo great ,rn cffrcl upon Lahid. It is, I 
rnufl: own, the finefr that I know in the whole Ko­
r:.rn: but I fr;i_rce thirik it w;I] have a fecond .rime 
the Ji~e cfrccl, fo as to tempt any one of my readers 
to fubmir to cirrnmcifion. it is in the frcond cbtp­
tcr; where he is {peaking of ccrtr,in apoftates froai 
the Faith. • 'l he\' arc like, faith he, to a rn:m, 
who kindleth a lig,f,t. As foon as it bc~ins to :fhinc, 
God takes from thun the ligI,t, :i.nd lc,n-cs them in 
darl:ncfs, th:,t th('y fee nothing. They arc <leaf~ 
clurnb, and blincl ; :':nd return not into the right 
,\·a,·. Or they fare, as when a cloud, full of cl:.:~:k­
nds, thi'mder, antl lightning, conrs the hcann: 
,d1cn it budkth, they itop their ears with their 
fingers, with deadly fear; and Gou hath the unbe­
J ieYers in his power. The lightning almofr rohbcth 
them of their eyes: as 9ften as it flafheth, they gl) 
on by its light; and when it Yanii11eth in darkneis, 
they ftand ftill. If God pkafed, they would retain 
neither hearing nor 'fight.' That the thought is 
beautiful, no one wi!J deny: and L1.bid, who hacl 
probably a minc.1. to Hati:er ]\fohammcd, was lucky 
in finding a pa1fage in the Koran, fo little abounding 
in pot;tical beauties, to which his ccnvcrfion might 
with any propriety be afcribetl. It was well, that 
he went no further; otherwifc hi:a tafrc for poetry 

4 might 
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• might have m:i.dt him ag:i.in an infidel." Iviich:i.elis, 
Erpcnii i\r:1bi(ci1e Gramm:1~ik abgckurzt, Vorrcde> 
f. J.!. 

23. -accumukted cbrkncfal Either i1M1~~, Fem. 
to agree with il?:J~; or ni~'.Jil ~:l}t, :1.lluding perhaps 
to the palpable Egyptian cbrkneis, Exod. x. 21. 

Ibid. The Janel of Zebulon-] Zcbulon, Naph­
thali, Man::tffeh, that is, the country of Galilee all 
round the f ea of Genefareth, were the parts that 
principally foffered in the firft Ai1)Ti:m i1wafion un­
der Tigbth Pilcfer: fee 2 Kings xv. 29. 1 Chron. 
v. 26. And they were the firfr that enjoyed the 
blefling of Chrift's preaching the Gofpel, and ex­
hibiting his miraculous ,;;·orks among them. S.::e 
Mcde's \Yorks, p. 101, and 457. 

C I! A P. e~. 

2. Thou haft incrcafcd their joy] Ele,-en i\IS• 

( two Antient) ri;:1d ,~, accordi 11g to the Maforetical 
corrce.Eon. 

Ibid. -:'..s \\'ith the joy of h::in-efi] "1':::;,:i n:-i::,:vJ. 
For ii:::;,:i a ::.r s )ms i 1~p, aEd a!!other , 1:::p:,: one of 
which kcms to hi; the true re:tding, as the noun pre-
cding is in re,r;ii!liJZe. . 

4. The gre::i..,-es of th,' :1rmed warriour] j~::, ji~.:,. 
Thi,, \\'ord, occurring only in tl1is pbce, is of n.ry 
doubtful fignification. Schindler fairly tells us, that 
we may gutfs :-i.t it by the context. The Jews have 
explain~d it, by guefa I bclie,·e, as fignifying battle, 
conjl.iEl: the Vulg:tte rcnl\crs it •viulenta prtedatio. 
But it fecms as if fomcthing wa:; rather meant, which 
was capabk of bccomigg fuel for the fire, together 
,vith the gar1,1cnts mentioned in the fame fentcnce. 

II ~ Jn 
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In Syriac the word, as a noun, frgnifies a jhoe, or 
a Janda!,· as a learned J<'riend fuggefted to me fame 
years ago: fee-Luke xv. 22. Acts XII. 8. I take it 
therefore to mean that part of the armour which covered 
the legs and feet, and I would render the two words 
in Latin by caliga caligati. The burning of heaps of 
armour, gath~re<l from the field of battle, as an of­
frring made to the god fuppofed to be the gi,·er of 
victory, was a cuftom that prevailed among fame 
heathen nations; and the Romans ufed it as an em­
blem of peace : which perfectly well fuits with the 
defign of the Prophet in this place. A medal, ftruck 
by Vefpafian on finifhing his wars both at home and 
abroad, reprefents the goddefs Peace, holding an 
oli,·e branch in one hand, and with a lighted torch 
in the other fetting fire to a heap of armour. Virgil 
mentions the cuftom: 

"Cum primam aciem Prrencfie fub ipfa 
"Stravi, fcutorumque incendi victor acervos.'' 

JEn. VIII, 561, 

See Addifon on Medals, Series II. I 8. And there 
are notices of fame fuch practice among the Ifraelites, 
and other_ nations of the moft early times. God 
promifes to Jofhua victory over the kings of Ca­
naan: " to morrow I will deliver them up all flain 
before ffrael : thou ihalt hough their horics, and 
burn their chariots with fire." Tof. xr. 6. See alfo 
Nahum 1 I. 1 3. And the Pfalmift employs this image 
to exprefs complete Yictory, and a perfetl: efbblifh­
mcnt of peace: 

" He makcth wars to ceafe, even to the end of the land: 
" 1-ll:" lncakcth the bow, and cuttcth the fp~ar i11 funder; 
"iwJ burncth the chariots in the fire." Pf. ~Lv1. 9 . 

.r,~';,)~', properly plaujlra, the baggage-waggons: which 
]101,-cvcr the LXX and Vulg. render ftuta, jhiclds; 
anJ Clt:i.ld. rouncl Jbidds, to ihew the propriety of 

that 
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that fenfe of the word from the etymology; wl1ich.,:, 
if admitted, makes the image the fame with that ufed 
by the Romans. 

Ezekiel, in his bold manner, has carried th.is 
image to a degree of amplification, which, I think, 
hardly any other of the Hebrew poets would have 
attempted. He defcribes the burning of the arms of 
the enemy, in confequence of the complete vicl:ory 
to be obtained by the Ifraelites over Gog and Ma­
gog: 

" Behold, it is come to pafs, and it is done: 
" Saith the Lord J EHO v AH. 

"This is the day, of which l fpake: 
'' And the inhabitants of the cities of lfrael !hall go 

"forth; 
"And !hall fet on fire the armour, and the fhield, 
"And the buckler, and the bow, and the arrows, 
"And the clubs, and the lances; 
"' And they !hall fet them on fire for feven years : 
" And they fhall not b~ar wood from the field; 
"Neither !hall they hew from the fOiefi: 
"For of the armour 1ball they make their fires; 
"And they ihall (poil their fpoilcrs, 
"And they !hall plunder their plunderers." 

Ezek, xxx1x, 8-10. 

5. The government fliall be upon his ihoulder:J 
That is, the enfign of government; the fceptre, the 
fword, the key, or the like, which was born upon 
or hung from the :fhoulder. See Note on chap. 
XXII. '.?.:!. 

Chap. ix. 7.-Chap. x. 4.J This whote pa{fo.ge, 
reduced to·its proper and intire form, and healed of 
the <liflocation, which it fuffers by the abf ur<l diYi­
fion of the chapters, m;ikes a cliftinB: prophecy, and 
a jnft poem ; rcmarbble for the regubriry of its 
difpofition, an<l the cleg::mce of its ph\n. It has no 
relation to the preceding or the following prophecy :; 
though the parts, Yiolcntly torn afon<ler, haYc been, 

H,3 on 
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on the one fide and the other, patchc1l on to them. 
Thofc relate principally to the kingdom _of Judah; 
this is adclrdled exclulisd, to tlie kingdom of Ifo,el. 
The fubject of it is a tlcnunciation' of , cngeancc 
awaiting their crimes. It is divided into four parts, 
each threatening the particub.r p~mifhn,ent of fomc 
grievous offence : of their pr:dc ; of th~ir perie­
Yerance in their Yices; of their impiety; and of their 
injuftice. To which is adclecl a general denunciation 
of a further refcn-e of divine wrath, contained in a 
diftich, before ufecl by the Prophet on a like occa­
fion, chap. v. 25. and here repeated after each part: 
this makes the intercalary Yerfr of the poem, or, as 
we. call it, the burthen of the fang. 

c, Poft hoe comma (cap. x. 4.) interponitur fpa­
tium unius lineIB, in cod. 2 & 3: idemque obfen·a­
tur in 245, in quo nnllum eft f patium ad iinem ca­
pitis 1x." Kennicott, Var. Lefl:. 

7. JEHov Anj For ,;m~, thirty MSS and three 
Editions read mil~-

8. -carry themfclves haughtily] il)11i, and they 
fhal/ !mow: fo ours, and the Verfions in general. 
But wh,,t is it, that they :!hall know? The verb 
ftands clefl:itute of its objcfl: ; and the fenfe is im­
perfect. The Cha]clee is the only one, as far as I 
can find, that expreifcs it otherwife. He renders 
the Yerb in this place by i:1,:1,mnJ they exalt them­

Jcl-ves, or carry tho,.fZ·,•es /.ieughti!y; the fame word 
by which he renders 1il~.'.1, ch2.p. 1 r I. I 6. He fecms 
therefore i11 this ?hce to h.1:;c read i;,,:i:i1i ; which 
agr~cs perfectly well with w:1at follows, and cle'~rs 
np the di~ftrn1ty. J\rchhi:fl,op Secker conjecl:mcrl 
~i:ii·,, referring it to ,r-~1, in tltt· next ycrfc; ,·;hich 
focws, tlut he v:2..s 1,ot f:,:isftccl ,vith the prclent 
rcadirg. !101:cigant rc,:ct, ·,;.:i'1, rt pravi J;z[lt flmt ; 
1·,hich is fcl:~d ~n a ~.r;;: b,it 1 rrckr the reading of 

• tht: 
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the Chaldee, which fuits much better with the' 
context. 

9. The bricks-] " Tlic eaftern bricks, (hys 
Sir John Ch:m!in, fee }farmer ObferL 1. p. 176.) 
are only clay well moifiened with v:ater, and mixed 
with ihaw, and clr:cd in the fun." So that their 
walls are commonly no better than our mud-walls: 
fee IVIaundrell, p . .,r 24. That :£haw wa5 a ncceffo.ry 
part in the compofition of this fort of bricks, to 
make the parts of the clay adhere together, appears 
frorn Exodus, eh. v. Thcfe bricks are properly 
oppofed to hewn ftonc, fo greatly foperior in beauty 
~nd durablencfs. The f\·camores, which, as Jerom 
on the place fays, arc tiinber· of little worth, with 
equal propriety arc oppofcd to the cedars. " As 
" the gr:iin :mcl texture of fycamore is remarkably 
" co:.1ric a:-icl {pongy, it could t_hercfore ftand •in no 
'' competition at :--JL (:is it is obfcn·ed, If. 1x. 10.) 
" with the cedar for beauty and ornament." Shaw, 
Suppkment to Tran:ls, p. 96. "\Ve meet with the 
fame oppofition of ce(brs to fi·camores, 1 Kings x. 
2 7. where Solomon is fa:d to ha,·e made filrcr as the 
frones, and cecbrs <1S the frcarnorcs in the Yale, for 
abundance. By this 111c?jh.;l, or figurati,·e and fen­
tentious fpecch, they lxl:tfr, that they ihall eaiily be 
able to repair their p.cJcnt lofies, fn:ffered perhaps 
by the firft Afi~·rian i1ffaJion under Tiglath-Pilefer; 
and 1·0 bring their a{l:.,irs to a more flounfhing con­
dition than C\ er. 

ro. -the p::-inces of Retfin ag:.1inft him] For 
,,:::, r:ill:m:e_s, I-Ioubig:::;-it ·by conjeclure reads 'i!U, 
/Jrinces; which is confometl by twenty-one 11ss, 
(two _i\nticnt,) an<l nine more lt:1.Ye ;::t upon a rafure, 
and therefore had probabiv :i.t !irH: 'i!U. The princes 
of R.etfin, the late ally of ffraei, that is, the Syrians, 
cxprcflly namecl ill the next nrfc, fktll now be ex­
cited againfr Hrnd. 

}[ 4 The 
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The LX x in this p1ace give us another variation ; 
for l'l:t1, they read W:::t 1i1, oeo, Z:1w:,, mount Sirn"; of 
which this may be the fenfc: but JEHov AH :!hall fet 
up the adverfaries of mouut Sion againft him, (i. e. 
againft Ifrn.el) and willjlrengthen his enemies toge­
ther: the Syrians-the Philiftincs-who arc called 
the ad,-erfaries of mount Sion. See Simonis Lex. in 
YOCe 1:,0. 

11. -on every fide J ;-r::> ~:,~, i~ every corner ; 
in every part of their country, purfuing them to the 
rcmoteit extremities, and the moft retired parts. So 
the Chald. ,.mi ',:,~, in every place. 

13. -in one day J Eight MSS read 011~; and 
another h:1s a rafure in the place of the letter ~-

16. JEHOVAH l For ,,,~, eighteen MSS read 
,-,,;,,. 

r 7. For wickednefs-J ,ivicke<lncfs ragcth like 
a fire, defiroying ancl laying waite the nation: but 
it :!hall be its own deftrucl:ion, by bringing down 
the fire of God's wrath, which :!hall burn up the 
briers and the thorns ; that is, the v,:icked them­
frh·cs, Briers and thorns arc an image frequently 
applied in Scripture; when fet on :fire, to the rage 
of the wicked, Yiolcnt, yet impotent, and of no 
long continuance: " They are extinct as the :fire of 
" thorns." Pf. CXYIII. 12. to the wicked them­
felYes, ~s ufelefs and unprofitable, proper objects of 
Cod's wr.ath, to be burn:.:d up, or clri,·cn away by 
the ,vind: "' J\s thorn, cut up, they :!hall be con­
" ii..mml in :he fire." H. xxxnr. 12. Both thcfe 
idc2.s fccm to be jo;ncd jn Pf. L-..11 r. 9. 

" Defore your pots !hall frd the thorn, 
'' As well the green as the dry, the te:npcll foa.11 bear 

'· them away." 

The green ancl the c!ry is a :rirovcrbial expreffi.on, 
3-11eaning all forts of thc-;n, good and b,,d, great and 

6 fin~~ 
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fmall, &c. So Ezekiel: " Behold, I will kindle a 
" fire, and it fhall devour every green tree, and 
" every dry tree." Chap. xx. 47. D'Herbelot quotes 
a Perfian poet clcfcribing a pefl:ilence under the 
image of a conflagration : " This was a lightning 
" that, falling upon a forcfr, confumed there the 
" green wood with the dry." Sec Harmer Obfcr. 
II. P· 18i. 
• 19. -the flefh of his neighbour J Tou Bpa'X}ovo> 
" ,-ou adEil.([Jou uurliu, LXX Alexand. Duplex verfio, 
" qua.rum altera legit iv,, qmc vox extat Jer. n. 
"21. Nam 3)1, o:~Eil.'.f:o;, Gen. XLTII. 3"3· Rect:e, 
" ni fallor." SECKim. I acid to this excellent re­
mark, that the Chaldec manifeftly reads 1),)1, not 
wit ; for ,he renders it by i1':l\ip, his 11eighbr,ur. J\nd 
Jeremiah has the Yery fame cxprcffion: iv:i W'Ni 
,~.:iN\ inv,, " Aml every one f11:1.ll cat the ficih of 
" his neighbour." Ch. xrx. 9. This ohfcrvation, I 
think, gives the true reading and fenfc of this place: 
and the context ftrongly confirms it, by explaining 
the general i<lq by particular infranccs, in the fol­
lowing wrfc : " Every man fhall demur the fldh of 
" his neighbour; (that is, they f11all harrafs an<l 
" dcftroy one another ; ) Mana1Ich fliall demur 
" Ephraim, and Ephraim .M:maffoh; (which two 
" tribes were moft clofeh· connect:ed both in blood 
" and fituation, as brothers and neighbours;) and 
" both of then-.. in the midil: of their own diflcnfiom 
~' fhall agree ii: preying upon Judah." The com­
mon reading, " fliall deniur t!1e flcih of his own 
" arm," in fopnexion with what follows, fccms to 
make either an inconfiftency, or an anticli1m.x: 
·whereas by this corrcct:ion the following ,·crfo be­
romcs an elegant illuftration of the foregoing. -
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4. '\Vithout me-] That is, without my aiJ., 
they fhall be taken rnptiYe e,·en by the captiYes, 
::mcl i11all be fubrluecl by the nnquifhed. " The , 
" in ',1?.l is a pronoun, as in Hof: XIII. 4." Kim, 
chi on the place. 

5. Ho to the Afiyrian-J Here begins a new 
and difrinB: prophecy; continued to the end of the 
xnth chapter: and it appears from ,·. 9-1 r. of 
tl1is chapter, that this prophecy was dclivcrecl after 
the taking of Samaria by Shalm:mder; which was in 
the fixth year of the reign of Hezekiah : and as the 
former part of it forete1ls the inYafion of SemKherib, 
and the dcftruction of his umy, which makes the 
whole fubject of this ch:ipter, it nmft ha,·e been <le­
fo·erctl before the fourteenth of t!1c fame reign. 

Ibid. The ftaff in wlwfo har.d] The wonl ~1i1 in 
this place fcems to emb::mafs the fcntcnce. I omit 
it on the authority of the Alexanclrine copy of LXX; 

and five Mss, (t,\·o Antient,) for ~,;, iito,'.)i, read 
i;i~IJ. Archbifhop Secker was not fatisficd with the 
prefent rc:lding: he propofcs another method of 
clearing up the frnlc: by reading □1'.l inftc::td of 
01'.:l: " And he is a fraff in the day of mine inclig­
" nation." 

12. JEIIovAn] ,For 'J1N, fourteen .Mss, and 
three Editions, read ;"\iii'. 

Ibid. -the effdl-J " .,!1, f. ,.:i:::, viu. XII I. 

"19. feel confer PrO\·. r. 31. xxx1. r6. 31:' 
s F. c KER. The Chaldec renders the \\ ord , 'i:El, bv 
\,J,:v, opera; which fcems to be the true frnfe: an~l 
I h~Yc followed it. 

13. 



~IIAP. X-, IS,\ I A H.-

13. -·frrongly-J T\Yche ;-r;;s ag!'ee w;th the 
Keri in re:'..<ling i'.J:>, without the ~- And S. b. 
i'\Iclcc ancl Kimchi thus explain it: " them, who 
'' dwellccl in a great and ihong pL:ce, I ha,;e brought 
" <lown to the ground." 

15. -its mafter] I ha,-e here giYcn the meaning, 
·without attempting to keep to the expref1i.on of the 
original_: y.v N?, " the no-wood;" that which is not 
wood like itfelf, but of a different an<l fupcrior na­
ture. The Hebrews ha,-c a peculiar way of joining 
the negative particle N? to a noun, to ilgnify' in a 
frrong manner a total nego.tion of the thing expreifrd 
by the noun. 

" How haft thou giYen help n:> N??, to the no• 
" ftrength ? 

" And fa,-ed the arm n,t ~?, of the no-power? 
" How haft thou gi,·en counfel ;m:in N',';,, to the 

" no-wifclom ?" 

That is, to the man tot.1lly <leprin<l of ftrength, 
power, and wifdom. Job xxvr. ~, 3. 

" Ye that rejoice ,:ii N?J, in no-thing." 

That i,, in your fancied ftrength, which is none at 
all, a merer.on-entity. Amos ,. 1. 13. 

" For r :11n Goel, v•~ ~~',,, and no-man; 
" The Tioly One in the miclfr of thee, yet do not 

" frequent ci,ies." Hof"ca xr. 9. 

" A:-ic.l i.Le Afl\rian foall fall by a [word ttt'N N?, 
'' c,f ;,.o-man ; 

" An.cl a fo•orct of o-:~ N?, no-mortal, ihall de-
" Your !tin.:." If. XXXI. 8 

' . 
" \Vlicrcforc clo ye v:cig!1 out your filYer on, t{i?:i, 

"for tl:·.: !:c~b~c::.d." If. LV. 2. 

So 
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So here y,v ~, meims him, who is far from being an 
inert piece of wood; but is an animated and atl:ive 
being ; not an inftrument, hut an agent. 

16. JEHOVAH] For '.:J1N, fifty-two Mss, and 
fix Editions, read m;,,. ' 

Ibid. And under his glory] That is, all that he 
could lfoaft of as great and ftrong in his army : (Sal. 
h. :Melec in lac.) expreffed afterwards, v. 18. by the 
glory of his foreft, and of fruitful field. 

1 7, I 8. And he fha11 burn and confume his 
thorn-] The briers and thorns are the common 
people; the glory of his foreft are the nobles, and 
thofe of higheft rank and importance. See Nate on 
chap. 1x. 17. and compare Ezek. xx. 47. The fire 
of God's wrath ihall deftroy them both great and 
1mall, it fl1all confume them from the foul to the fiejh; 
a proverbial expreflion; foul and body, as we fay; it 
fuall confume them intirely and altogether. And 
the few that efcape ihall be looked upon as having 
cfr:aped from the moft imminent danger; " as a 
" firebrand plucked out of the fire:" Amos 1v. 11. 
tr:; d!o: urupo~, 1 Car. III. 15. as a man, when a houfe 
is burning, is forced to make his efcap~ by running 
through the midft of the fire. 

I follow here the reading of the LXX; oo.:i WN~J, 
~; J {:v~'w1• rx-:;-o ({)7'..oyo~ xc.tOfLEvYJ;. Symmach~1s alfo 
:rcnl.k:-s the latter word by 't·::vywv. 

:u, ?,3. For though th~· people, 0 Ifrael-J I have 
.::ndcaYoured to keep to the letter of the text, as nearly 
.a,, I cm, in this ohicurc p:dfage. But it is remark:1-
bk, tl1ctt neither the LXX, nor St. Paul, Rom. IX . 

.zS. \\ lio, except in a few \\'ords of no great impor-
1:-,ncc, follows them nearly in this place, nor any 
cine of the antient Vcr1ions, take any notice of the 
word 9!0'L', over.J1owing; v.-hich fcems to gi,-c an idea 
not cafily reconcikahle ,vith thoic \\·ith which it is 
here joi1~ccl. I. S. 1VI(nliu~ (Schol. Philolor-;. ad Sc-

kcLt 
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lecb S. Cod. loca) conjectures, that the two hft 
letters of this word arc by miftake tranfpofed, ancl 
that the true reading is ~:l~, judging with ftricl: juf­
tice. The LXX might think this futficient:ly ex­
preifed by E~ d1;,~1ocn,~1.1. A Ms, with St. Paul and 
1,xx Alex. omits iJ. in the 22d ,·erfe: fixty-nine Ms, 

and fix Editions, omit ',:, in the 23d verfe: and fo 
St. Paul, Rom. 1x. 28. 

The learned Dr Bagot, Dean of Chriftchurch, 
Oxford, in fome obferYations on this place, which 
he has been fo kind as to communicate to me, aml 
which will appear in their proper light, when he 
himlelf fhall give them to the public, renders the 
word ,,~,.:::, by accomplijhment, and makes it refer to 
the prediclions of Mofrs ; the blefling and tl1e cmfe~ 
which he laid before the people; both conditional, 
and depending on their future conduct. They hall 
by their difobedience incurrc<l thofe judgements 
which were now to be fully executed upon them. 
His tran0ation is: " The accompli1hmcnt deter­
" mined overflows with jufiice ; for it i:; accorn­
" plifhed, and that which is determined the Lord 
" God of hofrs doeth in the mi<lft of the l:rnd." 

24 and 26. -in the way of Egypt] I think there 
is a defigiled ambiguity in thefe \'Wrds. Senachcrib, 
foon afo:r his return from his Egyptian expe<lition, 
which, I imagine, took him up three years, im·efrctl 
Jcrufalcm. He is reprefented by the Prophet as lift­
ing up his rod in his march from Eo-,·u;, an<l o .• 
threat\:ning the p~op1e of Goel, as Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians ha(l llonc, when they purfued them to ti1e 
Red Sc:1. Bi.It God in his turn will· lift up bs rod 
en-er the fra, as he cli<l ;et that tit.i~, in the w:n-, o; 
after the ·manner, of Egypt: and as Scnachcrii; has 
i1nit:1tcd the Egyptians in his tlirt::~ts, ,iml c:ime full 
of rage againit them from t!ic fame quarter; fo Go,1 
'f\1 il1 act o,·cr again the fame part, that he hail taken 

for-
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formerly in E;;i;ypt, ::mcl o,·erthrow tl:.:ir ei1cmies in 
as 1ignal a manner. It was all to' be, both the at­
tack and the dcb·crance, 1"'11.:l, or 111:,, :cs a MS 

has it in c,,ch pL~ce, in tlie way, or :1frcr the man­
ner, of Egy]'L 

25. mine irn..lign;i.ttcm] Im1ign:1tio mea, Vulg. i7 
cp-;'1/, L~~:-:. /Q ~ cpyiJ ,) ;u:n17, <T1-:, ~,,;;. Pachom. fl-1:: 
11 opyn ;:~:-~ <T;j 1rs. I D. 11. • So that ~i'J~'t, or O:ViiJ, as 
a ::-.1s has it, fccrn; to b,: the trur~ re:1ding. 

26. And like his rocl whid1 he iifted up OYer the 
fea] 'The J ewiih interpret:::rs f:.~ppaf:;: here an ellip­
fis of:,, the particle 0.f flm:litPcl:::, before ,m~r.:i, to 
be fcipplied from th::: l;;,e abm·e: fo that here are 
two fimilirudes·; 01,c comparing the defrrucrion of 
the Afi)Tians to the flmg;liter of the Midi2.nites at 
the rock of Oreb ; the otli·~r to that of the Egyptians 
at the Red Sea. 1\bc:1 Ezra, Kimchi, Sa1omo b. 
l\tlelcc. 

27. -fro'm off :-·our i11nulders] I follow here the 
Lxx, who, fc;r 1ci1 ~~El.':l, re2.d ~:i~1.:i:iii:,r.:i, r/-r.c -rw'/ 

WJ.J-W~ VJ.J-:•Jv; not bc:ing ah:e to make any good fenfc 
our of the rreb1t re:.1..<li:1~;- i \Yill add here the mar­
ginal co11jech1rcs of .\rchbi1110p Secker, ,.\"ho a~)­
pears, like all other.,, to ha::e been at a lofs for a 
probable interpretation of the text as it now ftands. 
" o. leg. □:iv; forte legc1:cl. it'.:ll!I ':lJJ.). vid. cap. L r. 
"Zech. 1'". q. Et p,;ffont :nrelligi Juclxi uncl-i 
"Dei. Pf. cv. 15. Ycl ,\ffyrii t:l\'lO;!JtJ, hie \'. 16. 
" ut <licat Propheta dcp\,lfot,1 iri jugu111 ab his im­
" pofitum: fed hoe duri us. Yd potcit legi '.':l~ '~:Y.:i." 
SECKER. 

-28-32-. IIe is come to .i\iath-J A clefcription 
of the march of Senacherib's army approachinp; Je­
rufalem in order to inveH: it, and of the terror and 
confuiion fpreading and i:-icreafi.ag through the fe­
veral places, as he advanced.; cxpreifetl with great 
brevity, but finely diverfifi.ed. The place3 here 

men-
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111t:ntioncd arc all in the nciP-hbourhood of .,rernfa. 
0 ' 

1cm; from Ai northward, to l\'ob weihvard of it; 
from which laft place he might probably h:a,·c a 
pnApccl: of mount Sion. ..-\n,.thoth w.as within three 
Roman miles of Jcrufa.Iem; according to Eulebius, 
Jcrom, and Jofeph.us: Onomair. Loe. Hebr. & An­
tiq. Jud. x. 7. 3. Nob probably friil nearer. And 
it thould iccm from this pa"IE1ge of Ifaiah, that Se­
nachcrib's amw w:-1.s ckltrcn'ed near the latter of thefe 
places. In coi-.1ing out ot'"Egypt, he might perhaps 
join the rcft of his army at 1"..i11dod, after the takirrg 
of that pbce, which happened about that time; (fee 
chap. xx.) and march from thence near the coafr 
h\· Lachifo and Libnah, which lav in hi:. wav, from 
South to X orth, a:id both which he in\'efted·, till he 
c:1.me to the no:-d1 weft of Jerufalem; croifow over . (") 

to the North of it, peihaps by joppa anti Lyd<la, 
or frill more l'~or~h thrmwh the nLtin of Efrlrnelon. c.> 1 

,~9. They haYe palled the frr_:iit-J The frrait 
here mentifJntd is that of i\-1ichnns; :i Yen- r::i.rrow 

Pajf,,-,-.-. I"·[ w,...c,1 t""O f}-1~ 1) hills or ro,·k; · ,:: ' - .;;.,n1 ... •~:::,..., 1_ ,,.._ • \• J• • 1 .. ,. .... •"-· .. l\.~ 1 v"' • 

x1,· '' - v'l1c1·,· ·1 gr"·'t- .. r-1',' n1=011• '1a•·-, b·0 en op .. •·,,J· , .. """""' •\..~~ u.~ .. J 'rlLJ. \\..., "--1 -

pu'.~';; '·'- it!i urh·amagl: by \l \ cry in{cri,>r Curcc. The 
authu~ of rlie l3ook of J mlith might perhaps mean 
rhi~ 11a!s, at leaft among others: '" Cbrg:ng them 
" to b:-cp the p:1fiages of the hill CO-.ii1tiy; for by 
" tliun there wrrs an entrance into Judea, aml it w:i.s 
" cary to Hop tltl.'.nl ~·hat woulcl come up; bec::ufe 
" the paffage was ftrait, for two men at t!i.:: mofr." 
Judith I\". 7. The cnem.ies h,1vi.1g pa1k<l the ftrait 
without oppofi.tion fhcws, that all thought,; of 
making a fbnd in the open country hen: bi,c:1 up, 
an<l that their oniy refource \Y:.'..S in the ftrengt!1 of 
the cit\,: 

Ibid: -their lollging-J The fenfc feems ne­
ccifarily to rcquin:, rhat we read ,n',, info:ad of ,~,. 
Thcie two words are in other pbccs mifrakc.1 one 

for 
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for the other. Thus If. XLIV. 7. for ,~,, read U?, 
with the Chaldee: and in the fame manner Pf. LXff. 

6. with Syr. and PC LXXX. 7. on the authority of 
Lxx, and Syr. befide the nece:ffity of the fenfe. 

30. Hearken unto her, 0 Laifh; anii.ver her, 0 
Anathoth !] I follow in this the Syriac verfi.on. The 
Prophet plainly alludes to the name of the place ; and 
with a peculiar propriety, if it had its name from its 
remarkable echo. " rnnJ:V, refponjiones: eadem ra­
" tio nominis, qme in r,Jlf /11.J, locus echi2s; nam 
" hodienum ejus rudera oftenduntur in valle, fcil. in 
" medio montium, ut referunt Robertus in ltiner. 
" 70. & Monconnyfius, p. 301." Simonis Ono­
mafticon Vet. Teft. 

CH A P. XI. 

The Prophet harl defcribed the deftrucl:ion of the 
Affyrian army under the image of a mighty foreft, 
confifting of flourifhing trees, growing thick toge­
ther, and of a great highth; of Lebanon itfclf 
crowned with lofty cedars; but cut down, and laid 
level with the ground, by the ax, wielded by the 
hand -of fome powerful and illufirious agent: in op­
poiition to this image he reprefents the great perfon, 
who makes the fu bjecl: of this chapter, as a flender 
tv;ig, 1hooting out from the trunk of an old tree, 
c11t down, lopped to the very root, and decayed: 
which tender pbnt, fo weak in appearance, fhould 
nC':erthelcCs become fruitful and profper. This con-
1r:1.i1: 1l1ew, plainly the connexion between this and 
t!ie preceding chapter: which is moreover expreiled 
hy tht: connecting p::1.rricle: and we have here a re­
markable inibncl.' of that method fo common with 
the Prophth. and particularly with Ifo.iah, of taking 

occafion, 
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QCcafion, from the mention of fome zrc:..t temp::;-} 
dcli,·erance, to launch out into the diii11ay of the 
ij1iritual ddi\·ernnce of God's people by the Mcffiah: 
for that this prophecy relates to the l\ticffo.h, v;e 
ha,·c the exprefs authority of St. J;laul, Rom. xv. 
12. " Conjungit Parnfciam h:rnc, qmc refpi,it dies 
fnturos Jvleffix, cum falucia, qu::c fuit in diebus 
Ezekice." Kimchi in ,·er. 1. Thus in the latte, p:1rt 
of Ifaiah's prophecies the fnbject , of the greD.t Re­
demption, and of the glories ot' rv1dliah's k.ingrk,m, 
arifes out of the refi:oration of Judah by the dcliYe­
r:mce from the Captivity of Babylon, and is. all :1.lo,1g 
connected and intermixed with it. 

4. By the blafi: of his mouth] For ~JVJ, by the 
rod, Houb;gant reads n::::i~::::i, by the blajl of his 
mouth, from .:ltv.:J, to blow. The conjecture i:, inge­
nious and probable; and feems to be confirr:.1cd hr• 
the LXX, and Chaldee, who render it by the word 
of his mouth, which anf wers much better to the 
correction th,m to the prefent reading. Ackl to this, 
that the bfajl 0( his mouth, is perfectly parallel to the 
breath of his lips in the next li:-ie. 

5. -the cincture-] All the nntient nrfions, 
except that of Symmaclrns, h.we two different words 
for-girdle in the two hemifrichs. It is not probable, 
that Ifaiah would have repeated i~tN, when a i~·no­
nymom; word fo obvious as iiJn occurred. The 
tautology feems to have arifon from the mift::ike of 
fame tranfcribc:r. The meaning of this ,·c:rfc is, th::tt 
a zeal for jufticc and truth fhall make him acti\·c :u:d 
thong in exec_uting the great work, which he ihall 
undertake. See Note on clnp. v. 27. 

6-8. Then f11all the wolf-] 'fhe i<lea of the 
renewal of the Golden Age, a5 it is rniled, is· nrnd1 
the fame in the Oriental ,•,;it,-r,, v:itb that of the 
Greeks ancl Romans : the wild bc,dts grow tame ; 
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lcrpents aml poifonous herbs become harmlefs; ~1 
is peace ancl harmony, plenty and happinefs ; 

" Occidct et frrpens, et fallax herba vcneni 
" Occidct." 

-·' !\cc magnos mctuent arrnenta: leones." 

,: 1~ec lupus infi.di;i.s pccori --." 

" Nee vefiicrtinus circumgcmit urfus ovile, 
'' l\ec intumefcit alta viperis humus." 

Virg. 

Hor. 

" E;x1 6~ T~r' aJJ.ocJ, 07.i'JVlr~!x. YE~??V -=~ 1:uv~ 

'' K(/.ex,apo0:..•~ rn e,'er<l ,;c,J~ i,t')lC~ 8)~ ~9SA1/rTEl," Theoc. 

I ha.-e laid before the reader thele common paf-
fagcs from the moft elegant of the antient poets, that 
he may fee how greatly the Prophet on the fame fub­
jcct has the advantage upon the comparifon; how 
much the former fall 1110n of that beauty and ele­
gance, and Yariety of imr!.gery, with which Ifaiah 
l1as fct forth the nry fame itle<'.s. The wolf and the 
]eoparll not only forbear to dcfrroy the lamb and tJ1e 
!--id-, but: ewn take their abode :.md lie down together 
with them. The c;c)f, ancl ~he nmng lion, and the 
fatling, not only come togi:tl1cr: but are kll quietly 
1n the fame b:1:1d, and that by :i little child. Tht: 
heifrr and the i11c-bcar not orily fcccl together, but 
ewn lodge their young ones, for whom tl1cy uled to 
be mofl: jealonfly fc:.irful, in the fame place. ~\II the 
fcrpent-kind is fo pcrfrtl:ly harmlefs, that the fuck­
ing infant, :.in<l the nc\Yl1• v:c;rnc,l C'!iild, puts hi:; 
hand on the ba11lifk's <l<:n, cli1cl ph)·~ upon the hole 
of the afpic. T'.1e !:"or~ not ody r!.bihiDs from prey­
ing on the we;ikcr animai,, bm bccom.::s ta;.1e arnl 
domefl:ic, and feeds on itT,l\\' lil~e the ox. TheCc are 
all beautiful ci rc11n1 fl ,rn,:es, n• 1t one of \\ hie h has 
been touched upon by tl:c :mticnt poets. Ti,e 1\ ra­
bian and Perfian pocb ck;},Et !y D.Jiply the rm,e ideas, 
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to foew the effects of jnfiice impartially admini­
frerc<l, and firmly fupportecl, by a great ancl good 
king: 

" Rerurn domim:s l\fahmucl, rex potens; 
"Adcujusa7uam potum veniunt iimul agnus et lupus.'' 

Ferduii. 

" Tuftitia, a qua manluetus fit ]U!:JUS fame afhich1s, 
" Eiuriens, licct hinnuleum candidum viceat." 

lhn Onein. 
Jones, Po~f. A!i:tt. Comment. p. 380. 

The application is extremely ingenious and bc:i.uriful; 
but the exquiJite imagery of lfaiah is not equalk<l. 

7. Together-· J Here a word is omitted in th~ 
text, nn,, together; i\·hich ought to be repeated in 
the fecond hemiftich, being quite ncceffary to the 
fenfe. It is accordingly twice expreffecl by the LXX, 

and Sn. 
10.' The root of JeHc, which fhn(lcth-J St. 

John lutl, taken this l'.Xprcilion from Ifaiah, Rev . .-. 
5. :rnd xx11. 16. \,,Jiere Chrifr hatil twice applied it 
to himfclf. SeYen 1\I:-S h:-\\ e 1:J1V, the prelent p:i.r­
ticiple. " Radix Ifrci clicitur jam ihrc, & aliqu::m­
tum ftetiffc, in iignurn populorum.'' Yitringa. 
"\Vhich rightly expbins either of 'tl1e two readings. 

I 1. JEHOVAH] For '.J,~~, thirty-three :\Tss, ::i.ncl 
two Editions, rc:~cl :,,:,,. 

I 1-26. J\n.d i~ i11all come to pafs in t!1:--.t lLiy-J 
Tl1is p::i.rt of the chapter contains a propb::cy, which 
certainly remains yet to be accompli1l1e,l. See Lm·:th 
on th:.: pbce. 

13. J\nd t-hc enmity of Jnclah-J c:i,,,:::. " Poi­
" tulat pars p8fterior YciCus, ut intt.lliga!1!m in·_ 
" miciti?C Juda~ in Ephraimum: - & potd1: □'i-i::l 

. " ini:nicifr,m not::.rc, ut t::l'~.)?1J pxnirc;1ti::.m, ll0i". 
" XI. u." s ECK E Jt. 

I 2 15. fmite 
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15. fmite with a drought-] The Chaldce reads 
.:i.~in:,; ancl fn pcrliaps r,xx, who ha,-c E?7fJ-~YY=t, the 
word hy wh:clt they commonly render it. Vulg. 
dcfalabir. The Lxx. Vulg. and Chalcl. read 1,7:>'i1if, 
" 111.111 make it paffabk," adding the pronoun, which 
is neceffary. 

Ecre is ·a pfain aliufion to the paffage of the Red 
Sea. /lnd the Lord·s i11aking his hand oYcr the 
1 inr with his Ychcrr:.l',1t winLl, refc_rs to a particular 
circumfrance of the fome miracle: for '" he caufr:d 
u th_c k:i. to 2_;0 back by a :fhong eaft wind all th·.1t 
"nic:ht, ar.cl m~,L~e the fra ,lry hnd." E~:ou. x1Y. 

:21. ~The tongue; a Yciy :.,pJJOfi.tc an<l dcfcripri·.-c 
exprdfion for a b:iy, foch as that of the Reel ~c:a; 
itisuiedin the fame fcnfe, Joi11.xv.2-.5. XYiir. 

19. The L:.tins g:.ne the fame 11:m1c lei ~ narrmv 
frrip cf l:'.nd rn::ning :nto tile fc:.l: ·' tcnn,_:m prndu­
" cit in a'quor:.t linguam." Luc::1.11. rr. 613: 

Ilc:-odotns r. i89. tells a ii:ory of his C;n:s, (a 
,en· different c!1;..rafter from tlut of the t·•.-rus qf 
J ., .. . ,r I ) , · , ... 

t 1e Scnptt:rcs ;.;.nrl Acnop 10:1, w111c11 nuy Jo1:.1t,dur 
illufhate this paifa_J·e: in which it is faid, t1':.1t (;c;rl 
wo11Ll in!li(t a kin~l of pnniJhmcnt and judgcm-:m 
on the Eun!fratcs, aad render it fo!·,bble, bv dividino· 

• • - 0 

it into fcnn frre~,ms. " Cy;-:.1.:; being imp,:ded in liij 
m::i.:·ch to R1bylon by the Gy,idcs, a deep and rJid 
riYer, '\ hich falls into the Tigi-is; and h:n--ing lofr 
une of l1i, facrcrl white horfcs tlnt ,~ttemptcd to pab 
• • l • .11. , • ' ' I J it, w:-,, lo cn:-:..;p ag:unJL tile n\-cr, t!l~~t ,,c t treatene· 
to reduce it, :-!!~d n:ake it fo ihallow, that it :fhouhl 
be eaiiiv Cord.Lk: c:Ycil by women, who fl;c,uld net 
be up t~ their ki1ees in 1jafiing it. Accordingly he 
fot his whole army to work; .'.lnd cutting three lmn­
clred and fo::ty trenches, froni both iicles of the river, 
turned the waters into them, and drained them off." 

CHAP~ 
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C II A P. XU. 

This hymn ieems, by its wl10ie tenor, and hy 
manv e:xpreflions in it, much better calculated for 
the ufe of the Chrifi:ian Church, tl1an for the J ewith 
in any circum1hnces, or at any time, tk,t can be 
afiigne<l. The Jew::; themfelves ieem to have applied 
it to the times of 1'-iefliah. On the ]aft day of the 
fcafi: of Tabernacles t!i~y fetched water in a golden 
pitcher from the fountain of Siloah, f pringing at the 
foot of Mount S;on without the city: they brought 
it through the water-gate int'o the Temple, a:ill 

poureJ. it, mixed with wine, on the facrificc as it 
lay upon the alta:-, with great n·.ioicir.g. They fcem 
to ha\-c taken up this cufrom, for it is not onl::incd 
in the law of tvlofrs, as an emblem of future blef­
i1ngs, in allufion to this paffagc of Ifaiah : " Y ~ 
" 1hall clraw \\'2.ters with jov frum the fount1in~ of 
" falrntion :" exprcffions, that can ha:·dly be uncler­
ftood of any benefits afforded by the J\Iofaic <lifpen­
fation. Om Saviour applied the ceremony, and the 
jntention of it, to him{elf, antl to the effution of the 
Holy Spirit, promifed, and to be giwn, by hirn. 
The fenfe of the Jews in this matter is phinly f1!ewn 
by the following p~iffage of the Jerufalem Talmud: 
" \.Vhy is it called the place, or hou!e, of draw­
" ing ?" (for that was the term for this ceremo1w, 
or for the place where the \\'::tter was taken up.;) 
" becaufe from thence they draw the Holy S1°irit; 
" as it is written: and ye f11c1Jl draw water witlr j(,y 
" from the fountains of falrntion." See \Volt: Cura! 
Philo!. in i\. T. on Jolin YU. 37. 39. 

1. for, though thou' haH: been angry-l The 
IIebrew phr:i.fc, to ,Yhich the L x x and Yulg. kn·c 

J 3 too 



IIS NOTES ON CHAP. XIT. 

too c!ofely adhered, is exalth· the fam'e with that of 
St. P:rnl, Rom. vr. 17. " But tlunks be to God, 
th:i.t ye were the flaves of fin; but ha\·e obeyed from 
the lie;i:·1-·• that is, " that, whereas, or thmwh, 

1 
" t· 1· I b ye were t,1~' ,ia\·cs o rn; yet ye 1a\·e now obeyerl 

from the heart the doctrine, on the mo<lel of which 
ye were formed." 
• '.!. --my fong-J The pronoun is here ncccffa­
ry: and it is ;,.clded by Lxx, Vulg. Syr. who rea(l 
~,ii1.)T: as it is in a Ms. Two ~.rss omit i1,: Sec 
Houbigant, not. in loc. Another Ms has it in one 
word, ;,,Jiir..)t. Se\'en others omit i11i1'. See Exod. 
xv.'.!. with Y:u. Lett. Kennicott. 

C I-I A P. XIII, AXD XIV. 

~rhefe two chapters (ftriking off the :fi\'e !aft Yerfes 
of the btter, which belong to a quite dii-terent fob­
ject,) contain one intirc prophecy, foretelling the 
defrru{tion of Babylon by the l\lctles and Perlians ; 
deli,-crccl probably in the reign of 1\liaz, (fee \'itrin­
ga, 1. 3 80.) about '2.00 years before the rnmplction 
of it. The c,pti\·ity itfrlf of tb.:' Jew3 :'.t lk,by!on 
(which the Prop!1ct docs not cxprctlly foretell, but 
foppofcs, in tl,e fpirit of prophecy, as wh:~t was 
afl:uany to be ericflcd,) dicl not foliy take phcc till 
about 1 .~0 yc;crs after the cleb·cry of this prophecy: 
and the l\'Iclks, who are expfftfly mentioned chap. 
x11r. 17. as tlie pri1icipal agents i!1 the on-rthrow 
of fr.c B:1!iylon::rn morn:rciiy, by which the Jews 
wc;-c: re!e:ded f:u:-11 th::t captivit,·, were at this time 
an i,,cnnfalcrabk people; ·h::n·i1;g been in a ftate of 
ana.-cl1y ncr Jince the i:cll of the great .\ii)Ti:rn Em­
pin:, of which they ha<l n:aue ~ p:irt, under 5:1.rda-

napbs; 
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napalus; ancl <lid not become a kingdom unde:C 
Deioces till about the r 7th of Hezekiah. 

The former part of this prophecy is one of the 
moft beautiful examples, th~,t can be given, of ele­
gance of compofition, variety of imagery, an<l fnb­
limity of fentiment and diction, in the prophetic 
il:yle: and the latter part con11il:s of an Ode of fu­
premc and fingubr excellence. 

The prophecy opens with the command of Goel to 
gather together the forces which he had dcftined to tlfr, 
·forvice; v. 2, 3. Upon which the Prophet immediate­
ly hears the tumultuous noilc of the <liflcrent n:itions 
crowding together to his ftamhr<l : he fees them ad­
vancing, prepared to execute the divine ,vrad.1; v. 4, 
5. He proceeds to defcribc the dreadful confe­
qnences of this vifitation ; the confternation which 
will feife thofe that arc objects of it; and transferring 
unawarcs the fpeech from himfelf to God, v. r 1. 

fets forth, under a rnriety of the moft ftriking ima7;es, 
the <lrea<lfnl deftrucl:ion of the inhabitants of Baby­
lon, wh:ch will follow; v. r 1-16. and the e\·e·r­
lafting defolation, to which that great city is 
doomed; v. 17-22. 

The deliverance of Judah from captiYity, the im­
me<li:i.te confequence of this great revolution, is• then 
frt forth, without being much enlarged upon, or 
greatly amplified: chap. ~:.iv. r, '.!-. This introduces, 
-.,,,·ith the greatefr cafe, ar.d the n:::nofl: propr:ety, the 
triumphant Song on that fobjecl:; Y. 4-28. The 
beauties of which, the Y~rious images, fcencs, pcr­
fcms introdurccl, and the elegant tr:rnJitions from one 
to another, I fhall here cnde..wour to point out in 
their or~ler: lc::xing a few remarks upon p:trticular 
paJfages of thefc two chapters, to be gi,·en after tl1efo 
general obfcrvatiuns on tl1c: whole. 

J\ chorus of Jews is intro,luced, cxpreiTing their 
furprife and ~fronifhmcnt at the fuddcn downfall of 
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Baby1on, and the great reYer[c of fortt,nc that lud 
befallen the tyrant, \\·ho, like his predecc1fors, h:1(l 
o:mreffcd his own, and h:uafied tlte neid1bouring 
k:':.:;gdoms. Thefe oppreficd kingdoms,__, or tl1ei; 
rders, :1.re reprelented under the image oC the fir­
trees :1nd the cedars of Lib:mus, frequently u{~d to 
exprc!"s any thing in the political or religious \rnrlcl, 
tli:>.t is (upcremin.ently great and majcftic: the whole 
earth D,outeth for joy; the cccbrs of Libanus utter a 
fcw;-c taunt o-ver the -failcn tyr:rnt; <!nd boafi their 
fcrnrity now he is no more. 

The fcene is immediately changed; and a new fet 
of pcrf:ins is intrPdttc<?cl: the regions of the de:::c1 :l°re 
laid open, and Hades is reprefented as roufing up 
the fhaclcs of tl-1.c dep,uted monarchs : they ri Cc from 
their thrones to meet the king of Babylon at his 
con,ing; and infolt him on his being reduced to the 
fame low cfrate of ir:motence ancl di1folmion with 
thcmiclns. Tl:.is is on~·of the boldeH Pru!~'popcci_as, 
that ever was attempted in poetry; :md is executed 
with aftoni:fhing brevity ::mcl perfpicuity, .i.nd wirl1 
that peculiar force, which in a great fuhjcft 1;atu­
ra1ly refults from l,oth. The i1112ge of tile flate of 
the de2,d, or the Infrrnum Poct:c1:m of tte Hebrews, 
is tab:·11 from their cuftom of burying, thoic at lc.::.il: 
of the hi;;her r::ml:, in large frpnlchral nults hewcn 
in the rock. Of this kind of iepulchres there are .. 
rcrnains ,,t Jernl:.-,km now cxt:.rnt; ;1.nd for!1c th:1.t are 
faid to be tl!e kpulchres of the kicgs of Jucbh. Sec 
1\1:umclrcll, p. 76. You are to form to your!elf an 
idea of an immenfc fubterraneous n.ult, a Yaft 
glomiw ca\·crn, all round the faks of which there 
arc ccils to receive the cb::d bo,:ics: here the dc­
cc:>.frcl monarchs Ii~ in a clifringuifhecl f~irt of ftatc, 
foitable to thc:r frJrmer rn:~1:, each on his own co.uc11, 
with his arms befde him, his faord at his head, :.ml 
the bodies of his chiefs ancl companions round at':.mt , . .. . . h .. 
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him. See Ezek. xx:-;:11. 27. On which place Sir 
Toh:i Chardin's ~IS Note is as follows: "En :Min­
~' g;rcL'. ils dorment tous leur epee fous leurs tetes, 
" &:: !curs autrcs armes a lcur cot~ ; & on les enterrc 
" de mef me, lcurs armes po fees de cette f:won." 
Tb:..:lc illuftrious :tha<les rik at once from their 
co,,chcs, as from their thrones; and ad,·ance to the 
cntr:rncc of the ca..-ern to meet the king of Babylon., 
antl to rccei ,-c him with iniults on his fall. 

The Jews now refumc the fpeech; they addrefs 
the kin,'.:'. of Babylon as the morning-ftar fallen from 
hean:n, as +-he fiift in 1i>lendor and dignity in the 
pl1! ;tic.:d ,·,orld falkn from his high fratc: they in­
truduce him as uttering the moft extravagant vaunts 
of hi'i power rnd ambitious <leiigns in his former 
glory : thefc :i:·e ftrongly contrafte<l in the dofo witl1 
his prefent low and abject condition. . 

Immediatclv follows a different fcene, and a moil.: 
happ:: i!:1age, • Tn di,ufify the fame fubjeB-, to give 
it .1. r.ew turn :.1.n<l an :.1.d<litional force. Cert:.1.in per­
ferns are intruJnced, who light upon the corpfc of the 
ki:1z of !3abylon, cafi out ancl lying naked on the 
h:cre nrn.t 0 d, a'nonp; the common ilain, juft after 
tilt' t: .. ill[;. of the city; coYered with wounds, and 
fo ( 'isfa ,,cd, that it i, fome time before they know 
lii,n. ~i'ky :iccofc him with the fey,~:-eft taunts, :104 
bi~tcdy rcpro:>.cl1 him with his LiCftructiYe ambition, 
;-.:~(

1 1:·, cruel ::!:Cge of t1,c co:,qu~rcd; which haYc 
dc'.c, \ cdl) i)J ought upon him tl1is ignominious trcat-
11~ ... 1, , fo d1ffrrcnt from i:hat which thofc of his rank 
uiin'.ly mct"t with, and which ihall coyer his pofte­
ritv wit!1 (.igr1c2. 

;Tu Cl:::1pl,·~c the whole, God is introduced, de­
chi in;~ tl!e LLrc of Babylon, the utter extirpation of 
tit•: rn\·al r',m' ',, a1·d rt,-, total ck(r;lation of the city; 
the i.lc.li','Crancc of his peopk, and the deil:ruction of 
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their enemies ; confirming the irre,·erfi.ble clccree by 
the awful i::tnA:ion of his oath. 

I belie,-c it m:i-, with truth be affirmed, that there 
is no poem of its kind extant in 1ny language, in 
which the fubjcft is fo well laid out, ,rncl fo luppily 
concluded, with fuch a richnefs of iw:ention, with 
foch nriety of images, perfons! and <liftinA: actions, 
with fnch rapidity anrl cafc of tranfition, in fo fmall 
a compafs, as in this Ode of Ifaiah. For beauty of 
difpofi.tion, frrength of colouring, greatnefs of fen-
1:imcnt, brevity, perfpicuity, and force of expreffion, 
it ftands among all the monuments of antiquity un­
rivalkcl. 

2-. Exa1t the Yo:ce-J The word o:,',, lo tbem, 
which is of no uic, and rather weakens tbe fcntence, 
is omitted by an Anticnt ::us, and Vulg. 

4. -for the battle J The Bodley :!'.r ~, h;is ;,~n?r,j?. 
Cyrus's army was made up of many different nations. 
Je:Tmiah calls it " an ailembly of great n::i.tions from 
" tLc north country :" eh. L. 9. And aftenYards 
mentions the kingdoms of" Ararat, Jv:Iinni, and Afh­
.. chcnaz, (i. e. Armenia, Corduene, Pontus n~l Phry­
" gi:t .. Vitring.) with the kings of the Mcdcs." eh. 
LI. 2i, 28. See Xcnophon. Cyrop. 

S. -ai1d they i11all be terrifr:d] I join this ,-erb, 
'l~il.:rn, to the preceding Ycrfr, with Syr. aml V ulg. 

Ibid. pangs ihall fcizc them] The LXX, Syr. and 
Cluld. r,·:,d ~1n7N', infiead uf l1ln~', "l1ich docs 
not exprcJs : lie pronoun them, neccJl.ary to the fcnfc. 

1 o. Yea the frars of hc:n-er:-7 The I kbrew 
poets, to e:prefa h:1ppincfs, profperitr, tl1c inibura-
1 irm and ad., ;:,,cement of Hates, kingdoms, and po­
tcnLttes, m:1J ... c nfe of images, taken from the mofr 
ihikin2· parts of nature, from the hca\eniY bodies, ,-, . 
from the fun, moon, ancl ihrs; which they dcfcrihe 
;i,~ ihining with incrcafocl ir)knJor, and llCYCr frtting; 
the moon becomes like the meridian fun, and the 

fi.m's 
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fun's light is augmented fevenfokl: fee If. xxx. 2G. 
new heavens and a new earth are created, and a. 
brirrhter ao·c commences. On the contrarv, the over­
thr~w ancl

0

deftruction of kingdoms is reprelcnted by 
oppofite images: the ftars are obfcurecl, the moon with­
draws her light, and the fun i11ines no more; the earth 
quakes, and the heavens tremble ; and all things 
feem tending to their original chaos. See Joel rr. 
10. III. 15, rG. Amos VIII. 9. Matth. xxrv. 29. 
ancl De S. Poef. Hebr. Pr~l. v1. & IX. 

1 r. I will vifit the world] That is, the Baby­
loni1h empire : as :J OIX8f.1.::VIJ, for the Roman empire, 
m for Judea; Luke II. 1. Acts x 1. 28. So, uni­
verii.ls orbis Romanns, for the Roman empire; Sal­
vian. Lib. v. Minos calls Crete his world: '' Cre­
'' ten, qum meus efr orbis." Ovid. Metamorph. 
YIII. 99· 

14. And the remnant-] Here is plainly a de­
felt in this frntence, as it ib.n<ls in the Hebrew text; 
the fobjecr of the propofition is loft. \Vhat is it, 
that i11all be like a roe chafed? The Lxx happily 
1i.1pply it: 01 ,u¼rnJ...::A:t[J-f.1.S,01, ,~:u, the remnant. A 
:!\Vi here fupplies the word :i:u,~, the inht1bitant: 
v.-hich makes a tolerably good icnfe; but I much 
p:-cfcr the reading of the 1,xx. 

Ibicl. They ihall louk-J That is, the forces of 
the king of Babylon, deftitute of their leader, and 
a]\ his auxiliaries, collected from Afia :vii nor, and 
other dift:mt countries, 1hall c.lilperic, and flee to 
their ,cf pdfo-e homes. 

1 5. E,·ei:y one th:,t is oYertaken-J That is, 
none iliall efcape from the Daughter: neither thcv 
,,ho fl~e fingly, difper!ecl, aml in confufion; nu'i­
thcv \\'ho ende:1xour to make their retreat in a more 
rl'[.:,-uhr manner, by form.ing compaf\: bodies; they 
fh:1!1 all be ct1mlh- cm ofl hv rhe fworc.l of the cnem)-" , . 

The 
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The L~~x ha\·e undcrftood it in this frnfc; which 
they h:u-c \,·cli cxprefied : 

" 'O; y~p o-~ dl\c,_, 'iJT7rJ9,i1J"[/CY,1, 

" K(Xt Jr,1:·:G c-v~~)' fJ-c~o1 wrr 'wea-8.7/XI {l-CX-XP'P?-· 

°\\'h.::rc for r;r7r,qi:J [/CY-1, 11 s Pachom. has rnx::YG,w::r1X1 ; & 
;, r C0d. IVL-trch.,-i.1. in 111:1.rgine, & ::v1s 1 D. r r. e%.;a~­

•;;17;;0-r-w1 : which frems to be right, being properly 
exprdfo·c of the Hebrew. 

17. \Vho -fh:!11 hold fi.h·er of no account] That 
is, who .fball not be induced, bv large: offers of gold 
:-.nd filvcr for ranfom, to i1Jare the lins of rh:::fo 
who!n they haYc fobdued in battle: their rage and 
cruelty iNill get the better of all fuch moti,·es. \V c 
have many examples in the Iliad and in tl1c YEneicl 
of addreffes of the vanqu:{he<l to the pity and avarice 
of the vanqui {hers, to induce them to fparc their 
liYes. • 

" Eft, domus alt1.; jaccnt pc:iitus dcfoifa ta!enta 
~• CJ,lati argenti: font anri po11<lrra facti 
4 ' lnfectiriuc mihi: l~Oll hie victori:t Teucrum 
"Verritur; aut anima una <labit diicrin1i11a tanta, 
" Dixerat: _,~~11eas contra cui tali~ reddit: 
~• Arge11ti atqu(! auri memoras qux multa t::lcnta 
" Gnatis parcc tuis.'' .IEn, x. 5'.Z6, 

~c High in my dome are filver talents roll'd, 
'' With 'piles of labour'd and unlabour'J gold, 
"Thcfc, to procure my ranlom, l rcfign; 
•• The war J,pends not on a life like m111e; 

!' One, one poor life can no fuch difference yield, 
~• Nor tum tlic mighty b2l~ncc of the fi::!d. 
"The talents, (crird the pnncc,) thy trcafor"d ilorc, 
" Keep for thy Ions." Pitt. 

It is rcrn~rk:1b1e, that Xcnophon m.1k2s Cyrus 
open a liJecch t 1 J his army, :mJ in particular to the 
::\fcdcs, wl1u 111:1..de the princip:11 p:ut of it, with 
praiiing thcn1 for their difrcg:ird of riches, Aidf"; 

l\L13~,. 
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" ancJ. others who now hear me, I well know, that 
•' you ha Ye not accompanied me in this expedition 
" with a view of acquiring wealth." Cyrop. Lib. y. 

18. Their bows ihall dafh-J Both Herodotus, 
r. 61. and Xenophon, Anz.b. llI. mention, that the 
Perfians nfrd large bows; ro~a f.J.Eyc,a,u: and the lat­
ter fays particular] y, that their bows ,,,-ere three cu­
bits long; Anab. 1 ,, • They were celebrated for their 
nrchcrs: fee ch::p. xxu. 6. Jer. XLIX. 35. Proba­
bly their neighbours and ullics, the T\Je<les, de:i.lt 
much in the fame for~ ot~ nrms. In Pf. XVIII. 35. 
and Job xx. 24. rnent10n 1s made of a bow of brab: 
if the Perfrm bows were of metal, we may eaTily 
concfr,e, th~t with :: metal1ir..e bow of three cubits 
leng:h, und proportionably ftrong, the !olcliers might 
da1h ancl flay the young men, the weaKer and unrc­
fifring part of the inhabitants (for they are joined 
with the fruit of the womb and the children,) in the 
gcner::tl carn:.-,gc on taking the city. 

r 8. And Ui1 the fruit-J A "rs rc:icls ~,:::, ',JTI. 
And nine l\bS (three .'\nticnt) and two EJ1tior:s, 
with r.xx, Vulg. Syr. acid likcwife the conJunction 
, to ~J) aftem:i.rd. 

1 9. And Babylon J The gre:i.t city of B:ibyhn 
wa, 2.t this titne rifing to its highth of glory, nhde 
the Pro1ihet haiali w2s reo1::1tc, 11y dcrwuncino- its , v 
utter dcfrruuici:1. From the firlt of Bezeki:1!1 to 
the llrlt of 1\;:buch::1.clnczz:ir, un<lcr whom it was 
broL:.;ht to the higheit clegr,:e of frrength and Jp1en­
'1or, a 1·c about r20 years. I will her.:: very briefly 
mention fome particulars of the grt>atnefs o( the 
place, :rn<l note the fcycral ftC?p.~ by which this re­
markable prophecy w~s ,lt kngth accomp!ifhed in 
the total ruin of it, 

It 
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It w;:,..s, acconling to the loweft account gi,-en of 
.it by antient hiftorians, a regular fquare, forty-five 
miles in compafs, inclofrd by a wall two hundred 
foot high, fifty broad; in wliich there were a hun­
<-lrecl gates of brafs. Its principal ornaments \\'ere 
the Temple of Belus, in the middle of which was a 
tower of eight ftories of building, upon a bafe of a 
quarter of a mile fquare; a mofr magnificent palace ; 
:rnc.l. the famous hanging gardens; which were an ar­
tificial mountain, raifed upon arches, and planted 
with trees of the brgeft as well as the moft beautiful 
forts 

Cyrus took the city, by di,·erting the wate"s of 
the Euphrates, which ran through the miclft of it, 
and entering the place at night by the dry channel. 
The rin~r, being ne,-cr rd'rored aftenvard to its pro­
per courfr, oYeriiowe<l the whole country, and made 
it little better than a great morafs: this anti the great 
flaughter of the inhabitants, with other bad co.1le­
quences of the taking of the city, ,vas the firft frep 
to the ruin of the place. The l'erfian monarchs e,·er 
regardccl it with :i. jealous eye; they kept it under, 
and took care to preYent its reco'.-cring its former 
greatnefs. Darius IIyfrafpis not long aftcrward 1110ft 

feyerc1y puni-fhecl it for a remit, greatly depopubtecl 
the pbcc, lowerccl the walls, and demoliihc<l the 
gates. Xerxes clcftroycd the Temples, and with the 
reft the great Temple of Bel us. I Icrocl. 111. 159. 
Arrian. Exp. A1exanr.lri, Lib. yr r. Tl 1 c building of 
Seleucia on the 'ligi·j5 exlrnufrcr! 13:d,:,·lon by its 
neiP-hbourhood, ::i,s \\ell as b\· the i1~1nwdi;,tc lofa of 
• 10 • • • , • 
1nnab!tant·s t::tkcn aw;n' l)Y Sl'kt11 i,, tu 1",:0; 1!c In~ new 

• , I 

C!t;·. Str:,bo Lib. XV[. 1\ l-..i1 1 c:; l'r ti1c ?::tahians 
fo~n after carried ;:1vay into fi;_ffc;y a greet number 
of tht.: inhabit;:nts. and. bn:·nt ~,ntl dcilru,-ed tl,,~ n,ofr 
be;,uti,·d p:;rn o(tl1c < ity. \"ald:.i L:ce;pt. Dioclori, 
JJ· 3ii· Str:1Lu (i'.)id.) fays, tlut in his tirn.c great 

part 
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part of it was a mere defcrt ; that the Pcrfians ha:d 
p:utly

1 

defiroyed it; and that time, and the neglect 
of the 1\facedonians, while they were mafrers of ir, 
had nearly complctccl its ddtruB:ion. Jerom (in 
Joe.) fays, that in his time it was quite in rains, and 
that the walls fen·ed only for the inclofore of a park 
or fore.ft for the king's hunting. l\1odcrn travellers, 
who have endea\·oured to find the remains of it, 
have gin::n but a very unfatisfaB:ory account of their 
fucccis: what Benjamin of Tudela :1.ml Pietro clclla 
Valle fuppob.l to have been fome of its ruins, Ta­
,·ernicr thinks are the rem:i.ins of fame late Arabian 
building. Upon the whoie, Babylon i3 fo utterly 
annihilated, tha:: eYen the place, where this VI on­
der of the '.Vorld frond, cannot now be determined 
with any certainty. Sec alfo ~ote on eh. XLI I r. 14. 

"\ Ve are afronifhell at the accounts which ::mtient 
hiftori::i.ns of the befi: credit giYe, of -the immenie 
extent, hi6!ith, :rnd thicknefs of the walls of :Niniveh 
:.1.:1d Babylon: 11or arc we lefs :1froni01ed, when we 
arc afford, by the concurrent tdtimony of modern 
tra\·cllcrs, that no remains, not the lc:i.f1: trnces, of 
thde prudi6iou, works are now to be found. Our 
wonller will, I think, be modi:ratcd in both rcfpcch, 
if we con1i.der the fabric of tlidc celebrated walls, 
and the n::i.ture of the materials of which they con-
1if1:ed. Buildings in the Ea(r ha, e alw:1ys been, :.J.nd 
arc to th"is day, malle of earth or chy mixed, or 
beat up, ,\·itlt ihaw to mab: the parts cohere, and 
<lricd onlr in the fon. This i:.; their mctlwLl of 
mah..ing liricks. See i\ote 011 cl1ap. 1x. 9. The 
w::i.lls or" tht city were built of the e~rth digge(l 
out on the fpot, anfl dried upcn the place; by which 
means bot Ii tl:c ditch and the \\'all were :it one~ 
t~irm-:d; the former furmf11i1w m.Llcri.:]; for" the lat­
ter. That the walh of I.ktLid~\ , •. ere of this kind is 
wdl 1-..nmrn; :1.:1d J:;:::-u!'us ~xprcnly fays, (apu,l Jo-

3 kph. 
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feph. Antiq. x. I 1.) tliat Ncbuchar!nczzar acldcd 
three new walls both to the okl and new city, partly 
of brick and bitumen, and partly of brick alone. A 
wall of this fort muft have a great thickncfa in pro­
portion to its highth, otherwifc it cannot ibnd. The 
thicknefs of the walls of Bahvlon is faid to h;,xc been 
one fourth of their highth ~ which frems to haYc 
been no more th::m was abfolutcly neccli2.rv. 1\faun­
<lrell, !peaking of the garden ~v2.lls of Damaicus; 
" they a.re?, fays he, of a Hry fingubr ftmch1rc. 
cc They ~!"e b~:ilt of great pieces of earth, made in 
" the fafnion of brick, and hardened in the fon. In 
" their dimeniions they are t\\"O yards long each, 
" ar.d fomewh;.:;_t more than one hro:1.cl, and half a 
" yarcl thick." An<l afrcrward, fpeaking of the 
walls of the houles; " From this dirty way of build­
'' ing they ha Ye this amongll- other inconYenienccs, 
" that l:pon any Yiolent rain the whole city becomes, 
" by the v,·aJhing of the houfes, as it were a quag­
" mire." p. 124. And fee note on eh. x:x:x. 13. 
When a wall of this fort comes to be out of repair, 
:.1.nd is neglected, it is eaiY to conceive the necc!fary 
confcqucnccs; n:::.rncly, that in no long couric of 
ages it muit be totally deftroycd by the heavy rair.s, 
and at length wa1hed away, anJ reduced to iu ori­
o-:n.,l C"rrh 01 ..a, """- ~.I.A• 

22. -in their palaces] ~•n,:i~?~:1, a p1ain mif­
take, I prcfurn.e, for 'i•,7:1;.)7~.J. It i~ fo corrcdcd in 
one MS. 

" I11:1i,w.odo; 6'.,v •JJ-01 So/AO!F-o-.~, tpw:;uxas JJ-:i\ci:mx,, 
0 • "' •• " 

" IY.IX W-Cill1iT0YTO~i C,,}{',]Ofct, ')(,iF :I I, v:WV. 

Homer. Hymn. in Apol. 77. 

Of which the following paifagc of l\'Iilton may be 
taken for a tran:flation, thot1gh not fo defigned : 

"Ami 
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u 1\nd in t!v:ir palaces, 
"'\Vhere lnxury late rcign'<l, fca-monftcrs whelp'J, 
•• J\nd ilabled." P. L. xr. 750, 

CH A P. XlV. 

I. And will yet choofe lfrael.J Th;--..t is, will frill 
reg:ud lfr:lel ,!S his chofen people; howe,,-er he rrny 
frem to delert them, by giving them up to their 
enemies, an<l fc.,tterin~ them among ti:e nations. 
J ucla.h is fometirne:; calicd 1frael : fee Ezt!-:. x 111. I 6. 
Mabch. 1. I. 11. I 1. but the na,ne of J1.cob, and 
of lfrael, ufecl apparently with ddign in this place; 
each of which mmes includes the tweh'e Tribes , 
and the other circumfran.ces mentioned in this and 
the next verfe, which did not in any complete fcnfo 
accompai1y the return from the cap~i"ity of Babylon ; 
fcern to intimate, that this whole prophecy cxknds 
its Yiews beyond that cYent. 

3. -in that chyJ N~:,;, w11.:l. The wonl ~i:,;, is 
:tddcd in two Mss, and wa~ in the copies from which 
the LXX ::i.n<l Vulg. trnn!lated: E~ T\J rJ/,.:~;- E;mv~, in 
die iii,1, (0 a~x'.':"01.,,rn, :'lr s P.lchom. ad Jing )'.). Thi~ 
is a matkr of no great confequcnce: ho\vever, it 
rdl:ores the text to its common form, almofr coa­
fta11th· uiecl 0:1 fuch occafions; and is one amoiw 

J 0 

mar~:,· inftances of a word loft out of the printed 
cop1t:s. 

4. -this_parablc-J Ma/ha!. I take this to be 
the genera\ name for poetic fi:ylc amonb the Hebrews, 
including cYery fc,rt of it, as ra11g;ng un,ler one, or 
other, or all of the cliarac'lers, of S·.::ntentious, Fi-­
gm:lti\·e, and Sublime; \\ L(ch .:re ali contained in 
the origin:1.l notion, or in the uie and applicati0n of 
the wort l majhal. Parables or Pru\·erbs, fuch a-; 

VOL. II. K thoic 
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thofc of Solomorr, arc always expreffcd in :010rt 
pointed fcntcnces; , frequendy tigurati,·e, being 
formed on fomc comparilon; generally forcib1e and 
authoritative, both in th·~ matter ancl the form. And 
fuch in gener;:,.I is the Hyle of the Hebrew Poetry. 
The ,·erb majhnl fignifies to rule, to exercife autho­
rity; to make equal, to compare one thing with 
another; to utter parables, or acute, weighty, and 
powerful i)Jcechcs, in the form ar.d manner of para­
bles-~ though not properly fuch. Thus Ualaam's firfir 
pwphecy, Nmn. XXIII. 7-10, is called his 111afbal; 
though it has hardly any thing tiguratiYe in it ; but 
it is bcautifoll~· fcntcntiou~, ancl, from the very form 
and manner of it, has great 1i)irit, force, and energy. 
Thus Job's bfr i))ceches, in anfwer to the Three 
Friends, chap. XXYrI,-xx:o. are callecl 1110/7:als; 
from no one particular charaf..tcr, which dikriminatcs­
thcm from the rcfr of the poem, but from the fub­
limc, the figurative, the frntcntious manner, which 
equally prHaib through the whole poem, and makes 
it one of the firft ancl moft eminent examples extant: 
of the truly great and beautiful in poetic frylc. 

The 1.xx in this place render the word by .9F'm·o~, 
a lamentation. They plainly confider the fpeech here 
introduced as a piece of poetry; and of that fpecies 
of poetry, which \Ye call the Elegiac: either from 
the fubjccr, it being a poem on the fall and death of 
the king of Babylon; or from the form of the com­
pofition, which is of the Longer fort of Hebrew 
\·erfc, in which the Lament:1tions of Jeremiah, callccl 
bv the 1,xx ,;;c,;i:o,, are wi;itten·. 

• 1 r. -thy' covering] Twenty-eight .,rn~, (ten 
1\nticnt) and fr,·en Ed;tions, with _the 1.xx and 
\'ui6. reacl 70:i:;j,, in the fingular number. 

1 2. 0 Lucifer, foa of the :'.\forningJ See );" ole 
on x1rr. ro. 
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13. the mount of the di,·ine· prefencc-J it ap­
pears plainly from Exod. xx,·. 22. and xx1x. 42, 

43. where God appoints the place of meeting with 
Motes, and promifrs to meet ,vith him before the 
ark, to commune with him, and to f pea_k tin to 
him; and to meet the children of Ifrael at the door 
of the Tabernacle ; that the Tabernacle, and after­
ward • the Temple, and Mount Sion, (or Moriah, 
which is reckoned a part of Sion,) wh,ercon it ftood, 
was called the Tabernacle, and the Mount, of Con­
vention, or of Appointment; not from the people's 
aHembling there to perform the fervices of their re­
ligion, (which is what our Tranf1ation expreffes by 
calling it the Tabernacle of the Congregation,) but 
becauic God appointed that for the place, where He 
himfelf would meet with Mofes, and corr\.mtme with 
him, and would meet with the people. Therefore, 
1)))~ ,;;, or "ll!~:':J ~i1N, means the place iptJointed 
by God, where he would prefent h.irii.fdf: agreeably 
to which I have rendered 1t in this place, the Mount 
of the Divine Prefence. 

. I 9. -like the tree abominated] That is, as an 
abomination and detcfl:ation ; fuch as the tree is, on 
which a malefacl:or has been hanged. " It is writ­
ten, faith St. Paul, Gab.t. rrr. _13. curfcc.l is every 
h1an that hangcth on a tree t from Deut. xxr. 23. 

ri'he Jews therefore hekl alfo as acctirfcd and polluted 
the tree itlelf on which a malefaL'tor had been exe­
cuted, or on which he had been hanged after h,n·ing 
been put to death by ftonihg. ". l\'"on fuf pendunt 
fuper arbore, qu~ r.'.l.dicibi.1s folo aclh~reat; fed. fuper 
lingo eradicato, ut ne fit exci fio mokfta :. nam lig­
num,. foper quo fuit aliquis fuf penfus ctlm fufpendi­
ofo fepelitur; ne maneat illi malum nomcn, & di­
cant homines, Ifiud eft lignum, in quo fufpenfus eft 
illc, o dm·c.:. Sic lapis, qua aliquis fuit lapicbtus; 
& glaclius, quo foit occi{i.1s is qui di: occifus; & t'u-

K '.! uarium 
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<lnrium five m:i.ntilc, quo fui t aliq uis ftrangulatus ; 
onrnia hrec cum iis, qui perierunt, fepeliuntur." 
l\iaimonidcs, apud Cafaub. in Baron. Exercitat. xvr. 
.An. 34. Num. 134. "Cum itaque homo fufpenfus 
maximre efiet abominationi,-Judxi quoque prce c;:e­
teris ahominabantur lignum quo fucrat ii.di)enfus, 
ita ut illu<l quoque terra tegcrcnt, tanquam rem abo­
minabilcm. Unck Interpres Chakla;us hir.c ,·erba 
tranftulit ;\nto !!ln::, ficut Yirgultum abfconditum, 
fiyc fepultum." Kalinfki, \'aticinia ObferYationibus 
illuftrata, p. 34:2. Agreeably to which, Thcodoret, 
Hift. Ecclefiaft. r. 1 7, I 8, in his account of the 
:finding of the Crols by Helena, fays, that the three 
Croifrs were buri~d in tl,e earth near the place of 
our Lord's fepulchre. 

Ibid. -cloathed with the flain.J Thirty-fiyc MSS 

(ten Ancient), and three Editions, have the word 
fully written, l!!l:1?. It is not a noun, but the par­
ticiple paffo·e : thrown out among the common flain, 
:rnrl co,;ercrl with the rleacl bodies. So ver. 11. the 
earth-worm is faid to be his bed-covering. 

20. Bec:rnfc thou haft dcH:royed thy country; thou 
haft fhin thy people.] Xenophon giYc3 an inftancc 
of this king'" wanton cruelty in killing the fon of 
Gobrias, on no other provocation than that, in 
hunting, he ft-ruck a boar and a lion, which the king 
had miffed. Cy:-op. I y. P· 309. 

:23. I will plunge it-J I ha,·e here Yery nearl_v 
followed the yerfion of the LXX: the rcafons for 
which fee in the laft Note on De Poefi IIebr. Prx-
lecl:. XX \'Ill, , 

25. To crufh the Afl}rian-on my mountains] 
The Affyrians and Babylonians are the fame propk : 
Herod. J. 199, '.loo. Babylon is reckoned the prin­
cip:11 city in Alfyria: ibid. 178. Strabo fays the 
fame thing: lib. x v1. fub init. The circumfta:nce 
of this judgement's being to be executed on God\; 

mountains 
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mountain is of importance: it may mean the defiruc­
tion of Sen:i.cherib's 2.:my near Jerufa.lem; and have 
frill a further view : compare Ezek. xx x Ix. 4- and 
fee Lowth on this place of Ifai:i.h. 

28. Uzziah had fubJuecl the Phrtifcincs, 2 Chron. 
xxv I. 6, 7; but takin·g adv:i.ntagc of the \,·e:1k reign 
of Ahaz, thev invaded Judea, anJ took ::md held in 
pofieffion fori-ie cities in the fouthern part of the 
kingdom. On the de:i.th of Ahaz, lfaiah delivers 
this prophecy, threatening them with the ddtrucrion 
th:1~ J:kzekiah, his fan, and great-gr:indfon of Uz­
ziah, fhould bring upon tht:m: \\·hich he effetted; 
for " he iinote the Philifhnes, cn'n unto Gaza, ana 
the bon.lcrs thereof." 2 Kings xv u I. 8. U zziah 
there-fore mufi be meant by the rod that fo1otc them, 
and by the ferpcnt, from whom fuoul<l fpring the 
flying fiery fcrpent; that is, Hezekiah, a much 
more terrible ·enemy, tl1::rn eYen V zziah ·liad been. 

30. -he will flay] The L x x re:1.d m:~;i, in the 
third perfon, u,1:A:1;. 2.ml ~o Chald .. 'fhe Vul~a~e 
remedies the confuhon, of perfons m the pretent 
Text, by reading both the verbs in the firft perfon. 

31. from the North cometh a finoke J That is, 
a cloud of duft, raifc<l by the m::i.rch of Hezekiah's 
army againft Philifti::t; which lay to the fouth-\veft 
from Jerufalem. A great duft raifccl has, at a dif­
t::mce, the appearance of fmokc: " fum::i.ntes pulrere 

• " ,r· ;-v Cl camp1. 1rg . .Lr,n. XI. 90a. 
32. -to the :.1mb::tffa<lors of the nations] The 

LXX read □'ll, 1:9}wv, plm::i.l; an<l. fo the Cnldee, 
and one !\I~. The amba.lfadors of the neighbouring 
nations, that fond to ~ongr:itulatc I Iczeki::i.h on his 
fuccefs; which in his anfwer he will afcribc to the 
protection of God. S1:e 2 Chron. xxx11.23. Or, 
if 'U, fingular, the re::i.cling of the Text, be pre­
ferred, the :11nbafiadors fcnt by the Philiftines to de­
mand peace. 

K 3 CHAP. 
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C EI A P. xv~ 

This and the fol1owing chavter, taken together, 
make one intire prophecy~ very improperly diYiclcJ 
into two parts. The time of the delivery, and con-· 
fcquently of the completion of it, which was to be 
in three vcars from that time, is uncertain; the for..,_ 
m~r not !Jeing marked in th~ prophecy itfrlf, n'or 
the latter recorded in hifiory. But the mofi proha­
ble account is, that it was delivered foon after the 
foregoing, in .the firit year of Hezekiah : and tha~ 
it was accompliihed in his fourth yc;ir, when Shal­
m:mefer invaded the kingdom of Ifrad. He might 
probably march through Moab; a,nd, to fccure eYery 
thing behind him, 'pofiefs himfelf of the whole 
country, by taking their prjncipal ihong places, Ar 
and Kirhan:s. • • 

Jeremiah has happily introduced much of this 
prpphccy of Ifaiah into his own larger prophecy 
again ft the fame people in his x L v II 1th chapter; 
denouncing God's judgements on l\1oab, fubfequcnt 
10 tlic calamity here fc>retold, and to be executed 
by Nebuchadnezzar: by which means feveral mif­
takcs in the prdcnt Text of both Prophets may be 
rccl:ifiecl. • 

1. Be~aufe in the night-] ,,,~. That both 
thcfc citjes fhould he taken in the night is a cir-: 
curnfhnce fomewhat unufual; and not fo material, 
as to deferve to he fo ftrongly infificd upon. Vi_: 
trinS!"a, hv his remark on this wore!, fhews, that he 
wa, ~(I i:1:{tisfied with it in its pla.in and obvious 
mc.;n;ng; and is forced to h:.l.\'e recourfc to a very 
krJ mdapiwrical interpretation of it. '! Noltu, 

vel 
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,·t:I no8::urno impetu; Ycl metaphorice, repente, 
fubito, inexpccbta. deil:rucrione: placet poirc::rius." 
Calmet conjeflures, and I think it probable, that 
the true reading is ',,',J. There arc many miftakc:; 
in the Hebrew text arifing from the Yery great fimi­
litude of-the letters :i and .:i, which in many :i\l:'-,-, 

and even in fome printed Edit.ions, arc hardly dif­
ftinguiihable. Admitting rhis reading, the tranfh­
tion will be : 

" Bccaule Ar is utterly dc1croye<l, i\Ioab j5 undone l 
•• llecaufe Kir is utterly defrroycd, l\foab is undone! 

2. I3eth-Dibon :-J This is the name of one 
place; and the two wor<ls arc to be joined together, 
without the , inten-ening : fo Chall. and S-y ;- . 

Ibid. -on every head] For i':!'Ni, r:.:a<l i:!Ni. 
So the: parallel place, Jcr. XLVIII. 37. ;,;1d io three 
:-.rs5 (one Anticnt). 1\.n Antient :-.rs rcaJ:; ',.:, ~J..' 
WNi. 

Ibid. On every head there is bal<lnefs, arrd c,·ery 
beard is fhorn.J Herodotus, II. 36, fpeaks of it as 
a general pracl:ice among all men, except the Egyp­
tians, to cut off their hair as a token of mourning. 
" Cut off thy hair arnl caft it away, fays Jeremiah, 
n r. 29, and take up a. lamentation." 

T~;, ni XUI rex~ or:,v oi?u~?/(T'/ (3fOT~IJ"l 

'Kolf,us0.:.r Ti x~,u.·1p, /3"7'.wv T, c,;1r:i 60:x,w 'we>!p11~1.n. 

Hom. Odyif. 1v. 197. 

" The rites of woe 
" Are all, alas! the li,·ing c:m befiow; 
"' O'er tl-ie congenial duft enjoin 'd to {hear 
"' The graceful curl, and drop the tender tear.'' Pope. 

Ibid. -fhorn-J The printed Editions, ~s wdl 
~s the :\Is s, are cliviclcd on the reading o( this word: 
iome ha,·c ilJ;ii.:,, others nvi.:i. The fonilitudc of 
tl1:-· _letters "T and , h~s likcwifo occafioncd m:my 
:mitakcs, In the prdent cafo, the fcnfe is pretty 

K 4 •Illlt..:!i 
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much the fance with either reading. The, text of 
Jer. XLVIII. 37. has the latter. 

4. -the very loins-J So the LXX, n rn·q:uf, and 
Syr. They cry out v10lently, with their utrnoft 
force. 

5. The heart of Moab crieth within her.] For 
,~',, LXX read ,.:i',, or :i,',; the Chalet. i:i,',. 
iWJ'i.J., Syr. reads ;in,,:i ; and fo likewife the 
rendc,ing it ~v ixuni, Ed.it. Vat. or cv i"ur11, 
Alex. ancl l\1:s 1 D.'u. ' 

For 
LXX, 

Edit. 

Ibid. -a young heifer] Heb. a heifer three 
years old, in foil frrcngth; as Honcc ufcs e_qua 
trima, for a young mare juft co!r,i;,., to her pnme. 
Bochart obfcrves from Arifrotle, Hiil:. Animal. lib. 
Iv. that, in this kind of anin12.ls alone, the ,·oice of 
the female is deeper than that of the male : therefore 
the lowing of the heifer, rather than of the bullock, 
is choi•~n by the Prophet, as the properer image to 
cxp:cfs the mourning of Moab. B:it I mufi add, 
th~.r the expreffion liere is ve:-y ihort and obfcure, 
and the opinio:'.ls of interpreters :ire v:irious in regard 
to the meaning. Compare J er. x L v II r. 34. 

Ibid. -they fhall :.1.kend] For il?.l!', LXX and 
e1, Ms read in the plural i',;v,. And. from this paffage, 
the parallel place in Jer. XLVIII. 5, muft be cor­
rdlcd ; where for '~.J n',;v,, which gives no good 
icnfe, read i:;i i1?V'-

7 · ....-ihall periih J 11JN, or ;ii:nt This word 
fcems to have been loft out of the Text: it is fup­
plic<l by the parnllel place, Jer. XLVIII. 36. Syr. 
expreffrs it by "IJV, prcetcriit; and Chald. by 1,n:i,r,,, 
!--liripientur. . . 

Ibid. to the nlley of willows.] That is, to Ba­
hylon. Hieron. and Jarchi in loc. both referring to 
Pf. cxxxnr. ::?.. So likewife Pricleau~:, Le Clerc, 
i~c. 

9. Upon 
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9. Upon the efcaped of Moab and Ariel, and the 
remnant <'f Admah.7 The LXX for :"1'1N read ',~,,~. 
Ar Moab w;is called alio A~;c1, or Arcupolis, Hie-

d rrJ 1 r r•". 'l'h k ror:. ::m j_ 1eoc,oret. 1cc \.._.,eJl:inus. ey ma e 
;,ni~ ali0 a p7"uoer n\:nc. J\:icinelis thinks, that 
the l\fo:1bitcs n:~•)lt l-,~ called the remnant of 1\.dm.:1.h, 
as f prung fro!l1 :i..,c,t a!1d his <l..i.ughtl :-s _efc1ped from 
the c.le1"::rt:c-'Jion of tl:;~t :1,.~: the otht:r cities; or mc­
taph::>ric;:..li y, ,L the Jews :1.re c:illecl the princes of 
Sodor.i, :::•id pecpk of Gomorrah, chap. I. 10. Bi­
bliotl:"' rJrient. Pa.rt v. p. 195. The reading of 
this ,, u1e j5 rery doubtful; and the fenfe, in every 
way in wnich it can be read, very obfcur~. 

C I-I A P. XVI. 

I. I will fend forth the fon-J Both the reading 
:md meaning of this verf e arc_ ftill more doubtful 
than thofe of the :!_)receding. The LXX and Syr. 
read n',tLI~, in the fir.ft: perfon fi.ng. future tenfe: the 
Vulg. an<l Talmud lhbylon. reacl n',iu, fing. impera­
tive. The Syr. for 1J reatls iJ, which is confirmed 
by one Ms, and perhaps by a fccond. The two firft 
verfes dcfcribe the <lifirefs of :i\1oab on the Affrrian 
invafion; in which eYen the fon of the prince of the 
country is reprefented as forcell to flee for his life 
through the defcrt, that he may efcape to Judea; 
and the young women are driYen forth, like young 
birds cafr out of the neft, ancl endeavouring to wade 
through the fords of the rin·r Amon. 

3 Impart countel-J The Vulg. renders the 
verbs in the beginning of this Yerfc in the fingular 
number. So the Keri; and fo likewife many Mss 
11.a,·e it, and fomc Editiom, and Syr. The ,,erbs 

1 throughout 
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thro\1ghout the ,·erfc are alfo in the feminine gen­
der; agreeing with Sion, which I fuppofe to be un­
dedl:ood. 

4. the outc:dh of l\foab-J S<.:tting the points 
afide, this is by much the malt obvious conil:rucl.ion 
of the Hebrew, a~ well as mofl: agreeable to the con­
text, and the defign of the Prophet. And it is con­
'.firmerl by the LX 4 , 01 qiuyet6Ei; Mwab, & Syr. 

Ibi_d. -t~e oppreffor-] Perhaps the Jfrae_litcs; 
v:ho m the tune of Ahaz 11waded Judah, defeated 
liis army, flaying 120,000 men; and brought the 
kingdom to the brink of deftruflion. Judah, being 
now in a more prof perous condition, is reprefcnted 
as able to receive and to protect the fugitive Mo­
abites. And with thofe former times of diilrefs, the 
frcurity and flouriH1ing ftatc of the kingdom under 
the government of Hezekiah is contrafied. 

6. We have heard tHe pride of Moab-.-J For 
N~, read il~); two Mss, (one Anticnt,) and Jer. 
x1,v111. 29. Zeph:miah, in his prophecy againfl: 
:i\1oab1 the fubjecl of which is th~ fame with that of 
Jeremiah in his xr.vurth chapter (fee abov<; N(}te 
on xv. 1.) enlarges much on the pride of l\1o~p, 
and. their infolent bchlYiour towlr<ls the Jews: 

" I have heard the reproach of Moah; 
" And the revilings of the fons of Ammon 1 
'' \Vho have rcproacl1e<l my people; 
'' And have magnified thcrnfclvcs againft their borders, 

" Therefore, as I live, faith J EHov ,\H God of Hofis, the 
" God of lfrae! : 

"' Surely Moab fhall, be as Sodom, 
" Al'ld the fons of Ammon as Gomorrah : 
" A poffcffion of nettles, and pits of falt, 
"And a defolation for ever. 
" The refidue of my people !hall fpoil them, 
"' And the remnant of my nation fhall difpoflcfs thc111: 
.. This !hall they have for tlu,ir pride; 

" Becaufe 
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~• Ilecaufe they have raifed a reproach, and have m~gni• 
•• fied themfrlves, 

~• Againft the people of JEHOVAH God of Hofts." 
• Zcph. II. 8-10-

7. For the men of Kirharcs-J A palpable miftake 
in this place is happily corrdl:ed by the parallel text 
of Jer. xLv11r. 31. where, inftead of '~1ll!N, foun­
dations, or flagons, we read 'I!.'~~, men. In the fame 
place of Jeremiah, and ~n v~r. ~?· and here i~. ver. 
1 r, the name of the city 1s h.irh::ires, not K_1rha­
rdheth. 

Ibid. -are put to fhame] Here the text of Je­
remiah le:l.\"es us much at a lofs, in a place that 
feems to be greatly corrupted. Thc LXX join the 
two lait words of this verfe with the beginning of 
tlis following. Their rendering is ; x"' ~x EVTFCl(,'T.i'Ja"iJ 
'Ti% Wcdio: M,bwv. For 7~ they muft ha Ye read ~~: 
otherwife, how came they by the negative, which 
fccms not to belong to this place? Neither is it eafy 
to make ienfe of the reft without a fmall alteration, 
by reading, inftead of mP"r.;;rnJ -ro:, EYTeCl(,7:"i'JOTrtXl, In 
a·word, the Arabic Yerfion t:iken from the LXX:, 
plair.ly autl10rife~ this reading of the LXX, and 
without the ncg::it;,e; and it is fully confirmed by 
::1rss Pachom. and 1 D. II. which have both of thein 
orr,:,.:;;·,iO",rnt ~' =t-x ·E~ .,;;wv, without the negative; 
\~·hich m~ikes an excellent fenfe, and, I think. gives 
us ti1e true reading of the Hebrew text: ,~',.:,.3 1N 
l"J:Vil IWYW. They frequently render the ,·erb c',~) 
by .:1/Tcmo;u..;,. And ,r.:i~;;J.:I anfwers perfectly well to 
~~wN, the VFallcl wurd iii the next line. The !\ISS 

vary in exprli'.tng tltc word C'N:l.:I, which gives no 
tolcrabl~ fen!" ;ri this place; or:e reads C1N:li.1, two 
pthcrs t:l'~.:JJ, in another the ;;J ;, upon a rafure of 
two letter,;: ai,J Vulg. inil~;;;.d of it reads cm.J07 

flaga; fuas: • 
8. Her 
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8. Her br.1oches cxtcnclc<l thcmfelns-J For 
~Ill~), a :-.1s has iwJ); which may perhaps be right: 
compare Jer. XLVIII. 32. which has in this part of 
the ient<mce the f ynonymous word ilm. 

The meaning of this ,·erfc: is, that the wines of 
Sibmah and Hefhbon were greatly celebrated, and 
in high repute with all the great men and princes of 
that and the n.eighbouring countries; who indulged 
themfelves eYen to intemperance in the ufe of them. 
So that their vines were fo much in requefi:, 2.s not 
only to be propagated all over the country of J_\,Joab, 
to the fea of Sodom; but to ha,·e cions of them fent 
even beyond the fea into foreign countrie3. 

io'm, knocked down, demolithed; that is, m·er­
powered, intoxicated. The drunkards of Ephraim 
are called by the Prophet, chap. xx v II r. I. 1n •o,~il­
See Schultens on Prov. xxiu. 25. Gratius, [peak­
ing of the l\tlareotic wine, fays of it, 

" Pharios qu:r frcgit noxia regcs," Cyneg. ver 312. 

9. as with the weeping-] For ,::,JJ, a Ms reads 
,:,:i. In Jer. XLVIII. 32. it is ,::,.:::io. LXX read,::,::,,:), 
which I follow. 

Ibid. And upon thy vintage the deftroyer hath 
fallen J ,El) Tl'il ,,,:::p ,:v,. In thefe few words 
there are two great mifrakes; which the text of Jer. 
XLVIII. 32. reclifies: for ,,,:::?, it ha~ ,,,:ii.:i; ancl. 
for 11'i1, ,iv: both which corrections the Chaldee 
in this place confirms. As to the firft, 

" Hefebon and Eleale, and 
" The flowery dale bf Sibmah clad with vines," 

were never celebrated for their harvejl.r; it was the 
•vintage that fuffored by the irruption of • the enemy: 
and fo read LXX, and Syr. ,,,n is the noify acclam:i•­
tion of the treaders of the grape~: and fee what fenfe. 
this makes in the literal rendering of the Vulgate ( 
foper mdfrm tu:1m '' rnx calcantium irruit." The 

reading 
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reading in Jer. XLVIII. 32. is certainly right, ',.E)J i,~, 
vajlat,r irruit. The fl1out of the treaders does not 
come in till the next ,·erfo : in which the text of 
Jfaiah in its turn mends that of Jeremiah, XLvru. 
33. where infiead of the firft ii•n, the Jhout, we 
ought undoubtedly to read, a5 here, 1iiil, the 
/reader. 

10. An end is put to the fhouting] The LXX 
read n:JtVil, pafiire, and in the thircl perfon; right­
ly: for God is not the fpeaker in_ this place. The 
rendering of LXX is ~.:?rO::LJ':"O!l yrxe 'Y.:A.ftxrfl,IX ;- which 
lafl: word, neceffary to th_e rendering of the Hebrew, 
and to the fenfe, is fupplied by Mss Pachom. and 
1 D. 1 r. haYing been lofl: out of the other copies. 

12. when Moab fhall fee-] For ;u~,.:i, a MS 

reads :-u~,, and fo Syr. and Chald. " Perhaps 
" m~,.:i ,:, is only a various reading of ;u~',.:i ,:,." SEC­

KEIL A very probable conjecture. 
14- -and ·without ftrength] An antient :-.rs, 

with Lu.::, reads 2b1. 

C JI A P. XVII. 

Tliis prophecy by its Title fl10uld relate only to 
Damakus : but it foll as much concerns, and more 
largely treats of, the kingdom of Samaria. and the 
Ifraelites, confederated with Damafcus and the Sy­
rians againft: the kingdom of J ud:ih. It was deli­
Yercd probably foon after the prophecies of the 
n1th ;i,nd ,v111th chapters, in the beginning of the 
reign of Ahaz; :rnd \\·a5 fol filled by Tiglath Pileier's 
takmg Dam::iJcus, and carrying the people captives 
to Kir, (2 Kings xv r. 9.) and overrunning great 
part of the kingdom of lli-1::.:IJ and c:irrying a great 

number 
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number of the Ifraelitcs alfo captin~s to Afl}ria: anc\ 
frill more fully in regard to Ifracl, by the conqueft 
of the kingdom, and the c2ptivity of the people~ 
effected a few years after by Shalmane~r; . 

I. -a ruinous heap] For '>'r.l the LXX read 'J.'5, 
Vulg. ~J!J. I follow the former. 

!.. The cities are defertcd for ever] \Vhat has 
Aroer on the river Amon to do with Datnafcus ? 
and if there be another Aroer on the northern bor­
der of the tribe of Gad, (as Reland feems to think 
there might be,) this is not much more to the p1ir­
pofe. Befides, the cities of Aroer, if Aroer itfelf is 
a city, makes no good fenfc. The Lxx, for ivi:v, 
.Aroer, read ,:v ,,, , e1; TO'I a1Ma, j or evf:r, or for a 
long duration. 'fhe Cha.Id. takes the word for a 
,·erb from ~,:v, tranfiating it i::iin, de\·aftabuntur. 
'fhe Syr. read i'lni:v. So that the reading is very 
doubtful. I follow the LXX, as making the plaindt 
fenfe. 

3. -the pride of Syria-] For i:w Houbigant 
reads nN~•, the pride, anf wering, as the fentence 
feerns eYidently to require, to ,,:i.:,, the glory of If.. 
r.iel. The conjecture is fo very probable, that l 
venture to follow it. 

5. -as when one gathereth-J That is, the 
king of Affyria f11all fweep away the whole body of 
the people, as the reaper ftrippeth off the whole 
crop of corn ; and the remnant i11all be no more in 
proportion, than the fcattered ears left to the gleaner. 
The valley of Rephaim near Jerufalern, \\J.~ cele­
brated for its p1endful harveft; it is here ufed poe­
tically for any fruitful country. 

8. -the n.ltars dedic::ited to the work of his 
hands] The conftruction of the words, and the 
meaning of the fentence, in this place, are not ob­
vious: all the antient verfions, ::ind mofr of the mo­
dern, have miftakrn it. The word ;,~1yr.:, ftands in 

7 regimine 
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regiminc with rnn~to, not in appofition with it; it 
means the altars of the work of their hands ; that is, 
of the idols; not which are the work of their hands. 
Thus Kimchi has explained it, and Le Clerc has 
followed him. 

9. -the Hivites and the Amorites-] tai,nil 
,,~N:,i. No one has ever yet been abk to. make any· 
tolerable fenf c of thefe words. The tranfiation of 
the LXX has happily prefcrved what feems to be the 
true reading of the Text, as it ftood in the copies of 
their time; though the words are now tranfpofed, 
either in the Text, or in their Verfion; °' AJJ-o?r~'~' 
xca oi EtJc-!101. It is remarkable, that many commen­
tators, who neYer thought of admitting the reading 
of the LXX, yet underftand the paffage as referring 
to that very event, which their vertion cxpreffes: 
fo that it is plain, that nothing can be more fuitable 
to the context. My Father faw the ncceffity of ad­
mitting this nriation, at a time ,vhcn it was not 
uiiial to make fo free with the Hebrew text. See 
Lowth on the place. 

10. -fhoots from a foreign foil] The pleafant 
pb.nts, and fhoots from a foreign foil, are allegori­
cal exprefiions for ftrange and idolatrous worfhip ; 
Yiciom and abominable pracbces connelled with it; 
reliance on human aid, and on alliances entered into 
with the neighbouring nations, ef pecially Egypt: 
to all which the Ifraclites were gre:i.tly addilled; ::rnd 
in their expefl:ations from which they fhould be 
grievoufiy difappointed. 

12-14. Wo to the multitude-J Tf1e three laft 
Hrlcs of this chapter fccm to liaYe no relation to the. 
foregoing_ prophecy, to which they ar,I:! joined. It 
is a beautiful piece, ftancling tingly and by itfelf; 
for neither has it any connccl:ion with what follows: 
whether it ftands in its right place. or natl. I cannot 
fay. It is a noble <lcicription of the formidable in-

vafion, 
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vafion, and of the fudden oYerthrow, of Senacherib : 
which is intimated in the ftrongefl: terms, and the 
mofl: expre:Oive images·; exactly fuitable to the 
event. 

12, 13. Like the roaring of mighty waters-] 
I•ive words, three at the end of the 1 :2th verfe, and 
two at the beginning of the 13th, arc omitted in 
five MSS; that is, in efl:ecl:, the repetition, contained 
in the fidHine of verfe 13th in this tranflation, is­
not made. After having obferved, that it is equally 
caf y to account for the omiilion of thefe words by a. 
tranfcriber, if they arc genuine; or their infertion, 
if they are not genuine ; occafioned by his carrying 
his eye backwards to the word 0 10N?, or forwards 
to l1NV'; I ihall leave it to the reader's judgement to 
determine, whether they arc genuine, or not. 

14. -and he is no more] For U~1~ ten Mss, 
(three Antient) ancl two Editions, and Lxx, Syr. 
Chal<l. Vulg. have m 1N1. This particle, authenti­
cated by fo many good vouchers, reftores the fen­
tcnce to the true poetical form, implying a repeti­
tion of fame part of the parallel line preceding, 
thus: 

" At the feafon of evening, behold terror! 
" Before the morning. and 1hchold] he i, no more!" 

£ee Prdim, Diffcrt. p. xrx, Note. 

CHAP. 
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This is one of the moft obfcure prophecies in the 
whole book of Ifaiah. The fubjecr of it, the end. 
and <lefign of it, the people to whom it is addreffed, 
the hiftory to which it belongs, the perfon who fends 
the meffengers, :!nd the na.tion to whom the mdfcn­
gers are fent; are all obfcure and doubtful. 

1. The winged cymbal] t:l'ElD ~::b~. I adopt 
this as the 1110ft probable of the many interpretations, 
that have been gi,·en of thefe words. It is Bochart's: 
fee Phaleg 1 v. 2. The Egyptian Siftrum is expreffed 
by a pcriphrafis; the Hebrews had no ·name for it in 
their language, not having in ufc the inihument it­
felf. The cymbal they had; an inftrument in its 
ufe and found not much nnlike to the fifoum; and 
to diftinguiih from it the fi.11::rum, they callee! it the 
Cymbal with wings. The cymbal was a hollow 
piece of metal, which being ftruck againft another, 
gave a ringing found: the fiftrum was a round in­
fl:rument, confifl:ing of a broad rim of metal, 
through which from ficle to fitle rnn feycral loofe la­
mina~, or [mall rods, of metal, which being ihaken, 
gave a like founcl ; thefe projecting on ea.eh· iide,. 
had fomewhat of the appearance of wings ; or might 
he very properly exprcffecl by the fame word, which 
the I-Iebrews ufecl for wings, or for the extremity, 
or a p::trt of any thing projecting. The Sifl:rum is 
ginn in a medal of Adrian, as the proper attribute 
of Egypt. See Addifon on Medals, Series pr. K 0 

4, where the figure of it may be feen. 
In oppofition to other interpretations of thefe 

words, which ha\'e pre,·ailed, it may be bric:fiy oh-
VOL. 11. 1, fcn..:d, 
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ferved, that ?::l':l: is rteYer nfed to fignify jhadow, no::­
')):, applied to the fails of ihips. 

If therefore the words are rightly interpreted the 
win'-r:ed Cymbal, meaning the Sithum, Egypt muft 
be the country to which the prophecy is addre1led. 
An<l npon this hypothefis the Yedion and explana­
tion muft proceed. I further' fuppolc, that the pro­
phecy was delivered before Senacherib's return from 
his Egyptian expedition, which took up three years~ 
and that it was rlcfigned to giYc to the Jews, and 
perhaps likcwiie to the Egyptians, an intimation of 
God's couniels in regard to the deftrucl:ion of their 
great and powerful enemy. 

Ibid. "½~hich borders or the ri,·ers of Cufh] 
\Vhat arc the riYers of Cu1l1, whether the eaftern 
branches of the lower Nik, the boundary of Egypt 
towards Arabia, or t·he parts of the upper Nile 
to\Yards Ethiopia, it •is not eafy to determine. The 
word i:ii•TJ 1ignifies either on t-his fide, or on the fur­
ther Jide: I h:.n-c made uie of the fame kind of am­
biguous c:x prd1ion in the tranflation. 

2. -in ,·dlels of papyrus J This circumfiance 
agrees pcrfccl:ly well with Egypt. It is well known_, 
that th(;' Egypti3.ns commonly nfecl on the KiJe a 
light fort of ihips, or boats, made of the reed Pa­
pyrus. " Ex ipfo quidem papyro navigia texunt.' 
J>lin. XII r. l I. 

'' Confcritur bibula l\!emphitis cymba papyro." 
Lucan. 1v. 136. 

Ibid. Go, ye f wift meffengers-] To this na­
tion before mentioned, who, by the Nile, and by 
thc:ir numerous canals, haYc the means of fpreacling 
the report, in the mofr expeditious manner, throug!.i 
the whole country: go, ye fwift me1fengers, and 
c:ury this notice of God's c.lefigns in regard to them. 
By the fwift mdfrngers are mcanccl, not any parti-

culai; 
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cular perfons f pecially appointed to this office, but 
any the ufual convey~rs of _news whatfoever; traYel­
lers, merchahts, and the hke, the inftruments and 
agents of common fame : thefe are ordered to pub .... 
lii11 this declaration made by the Prophet throughout 
Egypt, and to all the world ; and to excite their at­
tention to the promifed vifible interpofi.tion of God. 

Ibid. -ftretche<l out in length-] Egypt, that 
is, the fruitful part of it, exclu_five of the deferts on 
each fide, is one long vale, through the middle of' 
which runs the Nile, bounded on each fide to the 
Eaft and vVeil: by a chain of mountains; feven hun­
dred and fifty miles in length; in breadth, from one 
to two or three days journey: even at the wideft part 
of the Delta, from Pelufium to Alexandria, not 
aboYe two hundred and fifty miles broad. Egmont 
and Hayman, and Pococke's Tra,·els, 

Ibid. -fmoothed-J Either relating to the 
practice of the Egyptian prieil:s, who made their bo­
dies fo1ooth by fbaving off their hair: fee Herod, 
II. 37: or rather to the country's being made 
fmooth, perfoctly plain and leYcl, by the overflow­
ing of the Nile. 

Ibid. -meted cut by litJe-J 1t is generally re­
ferred to the frequent neceflity of having recourfe to 
rnenf uration in Egypt, in order to determine the 
boundaries after the inundations of the Nile: to 
which e\·en the origin of the fcience of Geometry is 
by fomc afcribed. Strabo, lib. x YI 1. fob init. 

Ihid. -trodden down-] Suppofecl to ailude to 
a peculiar method of tillage in ufe among the Egyp­
tians. Both· Herodotus (lib. I 1 .) and Diodorll9 
(lib. 1.) fay, that wl~cn the Nile ha<l rcti~cd with!n 
its banks', an<l the ground became fomewh;:i.t drv, 
they fowe<l their land, and then fent in their c:urle 
(their hogs, fays the former,) to tread in the feed; 
and \Vithout any further care expected the harvefr. 

L '.l Ibid. 
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Ibid. -the rivers ha,·e nouriihed] The word 
iNf:l is generally taken to be an irregular form for 
·,n;:i, have Jpoiltd, as an Antient c\IS has it in this 
place; and fo 1110ft of the ..-erfions, both antient and 
modern, umlerihnd it. On which Schultens, Gram. 
I-Ieb. p. 491, has the following remark : " Ne mi­
nim:11n qnidem fpcciem ,·eri habet iNt:l, Efai. xv rr 1. 

::i-. elatum pro m:i, diripizmt. Hax eilet anomalia, 
cni.niliil iimile in tnto lingux ambitn. In talibus 
nil finirc, Ye! fateri ex mcra agi coJJjeB:ura, tutius 
juftiufque. Radiccm NT:1 olim extarc potnifie, quis 
neget? Si cognaturn quid fecbndum ernt, ad :,r:i, 
co-,tcmfit, potius <lccurrendum fuiilet: ut iNl:1 pro 
ir::i fit enuntiatum, ,·cl ,,1:i. Digna phrafis, jlumina 
i-ontr:m11u11t terram, i. e. inundant.'' " Nr:l, Arab. ex­
tulit fe .fuperbius, item fubjccit Jibi: uncle pr[Ct. pl. 
iNr:i Ji1bjecerunt jibi, i. e immdarunt :" Simonis 
Lexie. I Ieb. 

1\ learned friend has fuggefted to me another ex­
planation of the word. NT:1, Syr. and Nl':l, Chald. 
iignifie, ubcr, mamma; agreeably to which the Yerb 
might iignify to 1101mfh. This would pcrfecl:ly well 
fuit with the Nile: whereas nothing can be more 
difcorclant than the idea of f poiling and plundering~ 
for to the inundation of the Nile Egypt owed every 
thing; the fertility of the foil, and the \'ery foil it­
frlf. Befi.des, the oYcrtl.owing of the Nile came on 
by gentle <lcgrees, co,·ering without laying wa:11:e the 
country. " J\1ira xque natnra flnminis, quad cum 
c-ctcri 0;1rnes abluant terms & evifcerent, Nilus tanto 
cc.eteris major adco nihil excclit, nee abradit, ut con­
tr::. adjici:lt ,·ires; minimumquc in eo fit, quocl fo­
l um tempcret. Illato enim limo arenas faturat ac 
jungit: d~bctque illi JEgyptus non tantum frrtilita­
tt:m tcrrnrum, fed ipfas." Seneca, Nat. Qun::11:. 1v. 

~- - I take the liberty, therefore, which Schultens 
feems 



CHAP. XVIII. IS A I A H. 

feems to think allowable in this place, of hazarding 
a, conjectural interpretation. . 

3. vVhen the ftandanl is lifted up_-J I take God 
to be the agent in this ,·erfe; and that by the 
Standard an<l the Trumpet are meant the me­
teors, the thunder, the lightning, the ftorm, earth­
quake, and tempeft, by which Senacherib's army 
1hall be deftroyed, or by which at leaft the deftruc­
tion of it 1l1all be accompanied; as it is defcribed in 
chap. xxrx. 6. and xxx. 30, 31. and x. 16, 17. 
See a!Co Pf. LXXVI. ancl the Title of it according to 
Lxx, Vulg. and .tl~thiop. They are c:1lled by a 
bolcl metaphor, the ftandard lifted up, and the 
trumpet founded. • The latter is ufed by Homer, I 
think, with great force, in his introduction to the 
battle of the Gods; thongh I find· it has difgufred 
forn.e of the minor critics: 

B~O::X/ d' c'Jp:10:: x0~Y, 
Afl-l' d: cro:l\7.1yf,v fL,yrx~ ~pe1.,vo~. II. XXI. 388. 

" He,wcn in lou<l thunders bi<ls the trumpet found, 
" And wide beneath them groans the rending ground." 

Pope, 

4. For thus hath JEHOVAH faitl unto me-] The 
fubjecl of the remaining part of the chapter is, that 
God would comfort and fupport his own people, 
though threatened with immediate deftrucl:ion by 
the AHYrians; that Senacherib's great defigns and 
mighty efforts againft them fhoukl be fmftrated, 
and that his vaft expectations fhoulcl be rendered 
aborti,·e, when he thought them mature, and juft 
ready to be crowned wit'.1 foccefs; that the chief 
part of )1is army fhoukl be made ::t prey for the be::tfts 
of the field, and the fowls of the air, (for this is the 
meaning of the allegory continued through the 5th 
~nd 6th verics ;) and that Egypt, being delivered 

L 3 from 
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from his.oppreffion, and avenged by the hand of 
God of the wrongs which fhe had fuffere<l, foou]d 
return thanks for the wonderful deliverance, both of 
herfelf and of the Jews, from this moft powerful ad­
verfary. 

Ibid. Like the clear heat-] The fame images 
are employed by an Arabian poet : 

"Solis more fervens, dum frigus; .quumque ardet 
"Sirius, turn vcro frigus ipfe & umbra." 

\.Vhich is illuftratecl in the Note by a like paffage 
from another Arabian poet : 

"Calor ell: hyeme, refrigcrium ~fiatc." 

Exccrpta ex Hamafa; publi:!11ecl by Schultens, at 
the end of Erpenius's Arabic Grammar, p ... p5. 

Ibid. -after rain-] '' i)~ hie iignificat plu­
viam; juxta illucl, Jparget nubes plwr:iam Juam, Job 
xxxv11. 11." Kimchi. In which phce of Job the 
Chaldec Paraphrafi: dnes indeed exphin ,,,N by 
n,,~~; and fo again ver. s r ; ancl chap. xx xv r. 30. 
This meaning of the word ieems to rr.:akc the befr 
fcnfe in this place; it is to be wiihed, that it were 
better fupported. 

!bill. -in the day of harveft.J For on:i, in the 
heat, five Mss, (three l\ntient,) Lxx, Syr. :rnd 
Vulg. read □i':l i,1 the dar. The miit:..ke fecms to 
have rifen from en:, in the line abm·c. 

5. -the bloffom-] T-kb. ,: er bloffom ; m) : 

tb.t is, the bloffom of the Yim:, 1:1:i, underfrood, 
which is of the common gentler. ~ee Gen. x L. r o. 
Note, that, by the clefcttive punctuation of this 
word, many interpreters, ,rnd our tr:rnflators among 
the reft, have been le<l into a griernm mift.Jke, (for 
how can the fo·ell inf; grJ ;-e become a blofforn : ) 
t::i.king the word :i:::.:i for th.: Pr,:dicite; .vhcrca3 it is 

~::.c 
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-the Subject of the Propofition, or the Nominative 
cafe to the Verb. 

7. -a gift-] The Egyptians were in alliance 
with the kingdom of Judah, and were fellow-fuf­
fcrers with the Jews under the invafion of their com­
mon enemy Senacherib; and fo were very nearly 
interefted in the great and miraculous deliverance of 
that kingdom by the deftruction of the Afi),rian ar­
my. Upon which wonderful event, it is faid, 2 

Chron. xxxrr. 23. that " many brought gifts unto 
" JEHOVAH to Jerufalem, and prefents to Hezekiah 
" king of Judah; fo that he was magnified of all 
" nations from thenceforth." It is not to be doubted, 
that among thefe the Egyptians diftingui1hed thern­
frlves in their acknowlegements on this occafion. 

Ibid. -from a people-J The LXX an<l Vulg. 
read C:VO ; which is confirmed by the repetition of 
it in the next line. The difference is of importance: 
for, if this be the true reading, the prediction of 
the admiffion of Egypt into the true Church of God 
is not fo explicit as it might otherwife feem to be. 
Howe\·er, that event is clearly foretold at the end of 
the next chapter. 

CH A P. XIX. 

Not many years after the defiruA:ion of 'senache­
rib's army before Jerufalem, by which the Egyp­
tians were freed from the yoke, with which they 
were threatened by fa powerful an enemy, who had 
carried on a fuccefsfol war of three years continu­
ance againft them; the aft':lirs of Egypt were again 
tlmr.vn into confuiion by inteftine broils among 
tl1emfch-.es; wJ1ich ended in a perfect anarchy, that 

L 4 bil:cd 
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lafred fame few years: this was followed by a!'1 Ari­
ftocracy, or rather Tyranny, of tweh·e princes, who 
divided the country between them, and at lafr by 
the fole dominion of Pfamrnit1chus, which he held 
for fifty-four years. Not long after that followed 
the in-vafion and conquefr of Egypt by N ebuchad­
nezzar; and then by the Perfians under Cambyfes, 
the fo,1 of Cvrus. The yoke of the Perfians was fo 
grievous, th~t the conq1{efr • of the Perfians by Alex­
ander may well be con-fiderecl as a deii,·erance to 
Egypt; ef pecia1ly as he and his fucceifors greatly 
favoured the people, and imprnvecl the country. To 
all thefe events the Proph(.t feems to ha,·e had a 
view in this chapter : and in particular, from ver. 
I 8, the prophecy of the propagation of the true re­
ligion in Egypt fccms to point to the flourifhing 
fh.te of Judai(in in that country, in conlequence of 
the great favour 1hewn to the Jews by the Ptolemies . 
.Alexander himfelf fettled a great rn:my Jews in his 
new city ,\lcx:;:.aclria, granting them privileges equal 
to thofc of the Maceclonians. The firft Ptolemy, 
called Soter, carried great nurn!)ers of thera thither, 
and gave them fuch e!1Couragement, dnt frill mor~ 
of them were collected there from different parts; fo 
th:!t Philo reckons, that in his time there were a 
million of Jews in that _country. Thefe wodhiped 
the God of their fathers ; and their example and in­
fluence rnufr h::i.ve had a great effect in f preading the 
knowlege and worfhip of the true God through the 
whole country. See Bifhop Newton on the Pro~ 
phccies, Diffort. x r r. , 

4. -cruel lords] Nebuchadnezzar in the :firft 
place, and afterwards the whole fucceilion of P{'.r­
fian kings, who in general were h::ml maikrs, and 
grievouily oppreffrcl the countr:;. Note, t bat for 
illl'i', a MS reads t:l'l!IP, agrernble to \\•h;cli i:, the 
remkring of Lxx, byr. and Vulg. 

6. -fhall 
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6. -flrnll become putridl in1)TNi1, this fenfe of 
this word, which Simonis gives in his Lexicon, from· 
the meaning of it in Arabic, fuits the place much 
better than any ·other interpretation hitherto given. 
And that the word in Hebrew had fame fuch fignifi­
cation is probable from 2 Chron. xx1x. 19. where 
the Vulgate renders it by po/luit, and the Targum by 
profa11avit and abominabile fccit, which the context in 
that place feems plainly to require. The form of 
the Yerb here is very irregular; and the Rabbins and 
Grammarians feem to give no probable account 
ofit. 

8. And the fiiliers-J There was great plenty of 
fi{h in Egypt: fee Num. XI. 5. " The Nile, fays 
" Diodorus, lib. I. abounds with incredible num­
., bers of all forts of fi1h." And much more the 
lakes; Egmont, Pococke, &c. 

I o. -her ftores-J i11I1,11ll, ct1ro0i'jr..cu, Aquila. 
Ibid. -all that make a gain of pools for fiih] 

This obfcme line is rendered by diflcrent interpreten 
in rery different manners. Kimchi e:xplains 1mN, 
as if it were the fame with 11:));J, from Jnb xxx. 25. 
In which he is followed by fome of the Rabbins, 
ancl fupportcd by LXX: :1.n~l -p:!!, which I tranllate 
gain, and which fome take for nets, or inclofures, 
the LXX render by c;u0oY, thong drink, or beer, 
which it is well known was much ufecl in Egypt: 
and fo likewife the Syriac, retaining the Hebrew 
word NiJ:O. I fubmit thde Yery diflerent interpre­
tations to the reader's judgement. The nriion of 
the LX x is as follows: illXt uJtX~u, ot ..ra11s1,E, rc;v c_uGov 
idJ-r.;;;';7, o:,~w, • ilx1 ..J,,:;;zaf uJO1e~~,1. " And all they 
" tl1at make barley-wine fhall mourn, and be gricYcd 
'' i'n foul." .., 

1 I. -ha,·c counfcllcd a bruti{h rounfel] The 
frntcncc, a, it no\\' fr:rnds in the I fdm:w, is imper­
fec'1: it wants tlie , erb. i\rcltbiihop Secker con · 

jcclurcs, 
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jed:ures, that the words i1:V1!:1 '~3-"' fhould be tran­
fpofed : which would in fome d~gree remove the 
difficulty. But it is to be obfernd, that the tranfla­
tor _of the Vulgate feems to have found in his copy 
the verb ,~31, added after i1:V1!:I: " Sapientes confili­
" arii Pharaonis dederunt confilium infipiens." This 
is probably the true reading; it is perfectly agreerr­
ble to the Hebrew idiom, makes the conftruction of 
the fentence clear, and renders the tranfpofition of 
the words above mentioned unneceffary. 

12. -let them come-] Here too a word feems 
to have been left out of the text. After ,,~:in, two 
Mss (one Antient) add ,~:J', let them come. vVhich, 
if we confider the form and the conftrncl:ion of the 
fentencc, has very much the appearance of being ge­
nuine: otherwife the connectiYe conjunction, at the 
beginning of the next member, is not only fup~r­
fluous, but embarraffing. See alfo the verfion of 
Lxx, in which the fame deficiency is .m:i.nifeft. 

Ibid. -and let them declare J " For ,:v,,, let 
them know, perhaps we ought to read w,,,,, let them 
make known." .SP.CKF.R. The LXX and Vulg. fa,·our 
this reading: t1-;;t:.!-:-:.JO"uv, indicent. 

1 3. They have caufed] The text has i;m;,i, and 
they have caufccl to err. Fifty Mss, thirteen Edi­
tions, V ulg. :i.nd Chald. omit the ,. 

Ibid. -pillars-J /UE), to be pointed as plural 
witho1,t doubt. So Grotius, and fo Chalcl. r 

14. -in the miclft of them-J " □:iip:i, LXX, 

"quad forte recrius." ~ECKER. So likewiie Chalcl. 
16. -the Egyptians ihall be-J i"i1', plural, '.I.IS 

Dodl. LXX. nnd Chalcl. This is not propoiecl as an 
-emendation, for either form is proper. 

17. And the land of Judah-] The threatening 
hand of Goel will be helcl r,ut, and fhaken on:r 
'Egypt, from the tide of Jmk:i; through which the 

Affnians 
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Affyrians -will march to invade it. P'ive Mss and 
two Editions have ;,~n',. ' 

18. -the City·of the Sun] oinn ,,31, this paf­
fage is attended with much difficulty and obfcurity. 
Firft, in regard' to the true reading. It is well 
known, that Onias applied it to his own views, ei­
ther to proc}.lre from the king of Egypt permiffion 
to build his Temple in the Hieropolitan Nome, or 
to gain credit and authority to it when built; from 
the notion which he induftrioui1y propagated, that 
Ifaiah had in this place prophefi.ed of the building 
of fuch a Temple. He pretended, that the Yery 
place where it ihould be built, was expreffiy named 
hy the Prophet oinil i 1y, the City of the Sun. This 
pofl!bly may have been the original reading. The 
prefent Text has Diilil i 1y, the City of Defirucl:ion: 
which fomc fuppofe to have been introduced into 
the Jews of Palefiine aftervvards; to exprefs their de­
teftation of the place, being much offended with 
this fchiLrnatical Temple in Egypt. Some think the 
latter to h:.ffc bten the true reacting, and that the 
Prophet himfclf gaYe this turn to the name out of 
contempt, and to intimate tltc demolition of this 
Hieropolitan Temple; which in effect was deftroyed 
by Vcfpafian's orders after ~hat of Jernfalem. " Vi­
" cletur Prophcta confulto fcripfifle D1i1 pro o,n, ut 
" a'.ibi fcribitur ,,~ .rr:i pro ?N 11'.J, nv:1 t!!'N pro 
"',:.,•J ~•t~, &c. Viele Lowth in Jue." SECKEll. But 
on iupF1!1:;on, that D'r;i;-J i1v is the true reading, 
other-, unckrirand it ditfrrcntly. The word 01;, in 
J\rabic iignifi.<:s a Lion: and Conrad Ikenius has 
written a diifrrtation (Differt. Philo!. Theol. xv1.) 
to prove ~h::t the pbcc here mentioned is not Helio­
polis, as it is com:,10nly liippofed to be, but. Leon­
topnlis iil the I kliopuliti!il l\-ome, as it is indeed. 
called in the letter, whcthn real or prett:nded, of 
Onias to l'tulemy, whic!i J<.1kphus has inferred in 

• h~ 
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his Jewifh Antiquitie9, lib. XIII.- cap. 3. And I_ 
find, that feveral perfons of great learning and judge~ 
ment think, that Ike_nius has proved the point beyond 
contradiction. See Chriftian. Muller. Satura Ob­
ferv. Philolog. Michaelis Bibliothek Oriental, part 
v. p. 171. But after all I believe, that neither 
Onias,. nor Heliopolis, nor Leontopolis, has any 
thing to do with this fubjecr. The application of 
this place of Ifaiah to Onias's purpofe feems to have 
been a mere invention;· and, in confcquence of it, 
there may perhaps h:n-e been fume unfair manage­
ment to accommodate tl-i.e Text to that purpofc; 
whi.ch h~s been carriecl even further than the He­
brew text: for the Greek verfion has been either 
tranflated from a corrupted text, or wilfully mif­
tranflated or corrupted, to fervc the fame rnufe : 
the place is there called wo7'.1~ Acr::d.,x, the City of 
Righteoufnefs; a name apparently contrived by 
Onias's party, to give credit to their Temple, which 
was to rival that of Jerufalem. Upon the whole, 
the true reading of the Hebrew text in this place is 
very uncertain; nine :-.1ss ancl fovcn Editions li:"t\'C 

r,-,n, [o likewife Sym. Vulg. Arab. Lxx Comp!. 
On the other hand Aquila, Theo<lot. ancl Syr. rcall 
Oiil ; the Chal<lce paraphrafe takes m both 
readings. 

The reading of the Text being fo uncertain, no 
one can pretend to determine what the city was that 
is here mentioned by name; much lefs to determine, 
what the four other cities were which the Prophet 
docs not name. I take the whole paffage, from the 
18th verfe to the end of the chapter, to contain a 
general intimation of the future propagation of the 
knowlege of the true Goel in Egypt and Syria, un­
der the fuccefiors of Alexander; ancl, in confe­
quence of this propagation, of the early reception of 
the Gof pc! in the fame countries, when it jh011ld he 

pub-
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publijhed to the world. See further on· this fubjecl: 
Prideaux Connect. an. 149. Dr. Owen's Inquiry 
into the prefent ftate of the LXX ,·erfion, p. 41. and 
Bryant's Obfervations on Antient liifrory, p. I 24. 

CH A P. XX. 

Tharthan befieged A!11dod, or Azotus; which 
probably belonged at this time to Hezekiah's dom!­
nions, tee 2 Kings xv11 r. 8. The people expected 
to be relieved by the Cu!1iites of Arabia, and by the 
Egyptians. Ifaiah was ordered to go uncovered, 
that is, without his upper garment, the rough man­
tle commonly worn by the Prophets, (fee Zech. 
x111. 4.) probably three days, to fl1ew th::i.t within 
three years the town fl10uld be taken, after the de­
frat of" the Cui1,ites and Egyptians by the king of 
AfIYria, which cnnt fhould make their cafc de!pe­
ratc, and induce tl1em to furrenc!er. J\zotus was a 
ftrong place: it afterwards held out twenty-nine 
years againfr Pfammiticlrns king of Egypt, Herod. 
II. 157. Tharthan was one of Senacherib's generals, 
2 Kings xvur. 17. and Tirhak::th king of the Cuf11-
itcs was in alli:1ncc with the king of Egypt againft 
Senacherib. Thefe circumftances make it probable, 
that by Sargon is meant Senacherib. It might bt 
one of the fo,·en names by which Jerom, on thii; 
place, fays he \\·as called. He is called S.:icherdonus 
and Sacherdan in the book of Tobit. The taking of 
Azotus mnfr haYe happened before Senacherib's at­
tempt o'n J erufalem; v. hen he boafted of . his btc 
conquefrs, eh. xxxv1r. 25. And the warning of 
the Prophet ha<l a principal refpect to the Jews alfo, 
who were too much inclined to <lepend upon the 
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affiftauce of Egypt. As to the reil:, hiftory and 
chronology affording us no light, it 111ay be im­
poffible to clear either this, or any other hypothefis, 
(which takes Sargon to be Shalmanefor, or Afarhad­
don, _&c.) from all difficulties. 

It is not probable, that the Prophet walked un­
covered and barefoot for three years : his appearing 
in that manner was a fign, that within· three years 
the Egyptians and Cufhites fhould be in the fame 
condition, being conquered and made captives by 
the king of Afl)Tia. The time W:!S denoted, as well 
as the e,·ent: but his appearing in that manner for 
three whole ytars could giYc no premonition of the 
time at all. It is probable therefore, that the Pro­
phet was ordered to walk fo for three days, to de­
note the accompli:fhment of the event in three years; 
a day for a year, according to the prophetical rule: 
Numb. x1v. 34. Ezck. rv. 6. The words t:l'~' t'?V, 
three days, may pnHi.hly have been loft out of the 
text, at the end of the. fecond Yerfc, after t)n', ba,c­
fcot; or after the fame word in the third verfe: 
1.vhcre, in the Akxanclrinc and Vatican copies of 
Lxx, and in .:-.rss Pachom, and 1 D. rr. the words 
7;w ET'IJ are twice expreifcd : perhaps inftcad of w,iu­
t:l':'.:' the Greek trJ.nibtor 1-niglit read □~J~ w',:u, by 
his own miibkc, m hy tk1.1 of his copy, after i:y,, in 
the third vcrCc. for which fr;rnds the 1irft ,r:,10, En/ in 
the Alcx:mdr;t;f, ,1wl \",,ti,_·,,n LX x, and i~ the two 
:,1ss :i.bon:: mentioned. 

CIIAP. 
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C lI A P. XXI. 

The ten :firft wrfcs of this chapter contain a prc­
dif.l:ion of the taking of Babylon by the Medes and 
I)erfians. It is a paJfage :fingular in its kind, for its 
breYity and force; for the variety and rapidity of the 
movements; and for the ftrength and energy of co­
louring with which the action and e,·ent is painted. 
It opens with the Prophet's feeing at a difiancc the 
dreadful ft:orrn that is gathering, and ready to bur11: 
upon Babylon : the e,·ent is intimated in general 
terms; and God's orders arc itfoecl to the Perfians 
and Mecles to fet forth upon the expediticm, which 
he h1s giYen them in ch:uge. Upon this the Prophet 
enters into the mi<lft of the action: and in the ucr­
fon of Babylon cxprdlcs in the ihongefr terms~ the 
atl:onifhrncnt and horror that foizes her on the fad­
den furprize of the city, at the very frafon dedicated 
to p1eafure and feftivity, nr. 3, 4. Then in his 
ow9 pcrfon <leicribes the 1irn:aion of things there; 
the fecurity of the Babyloni::ms, and in the mi<lfl: of 
their fe:ifting the alarm of v.·ar, ver. 5. The event 
is then declared· in a very fingubr manner. God 
orders the Prophet to fet a watchman to look out, 
a.nd to report what he fees: he fees two companie~ 
marching onw:i.r<l, repreienting by their appearance 
the two nations that were to execute God's order~; 
who <leclare, that Babylon is fallen: ver. 6-9. 

But what is this to the Prophet, and M the Jews, 
the object of his minifiry? The application, the end, 
and defign of the prophecy, is admirably given in a 
ibort expreffive addrefs to the Jews, partly in the 
pcrfon of God, partly in that of th1.: Prophet : " 0 
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my threfhing-" " 0 my people, whom for your 
punifhment I fhall make fubjecl to the Babylonians, 
to try and to prm·e you, and to feparate the chaff 
from the corn, the bad from the good among you; 
hear this for your confolation: your punifhment, 
your flayery and oppreffion, will have an end in the 
defiruction of your oppreffors." 

1. -the Defert of the fea] This pbinly means 
Babylon, which is the fubjecl of the prophecy. The 
country about Babylon, and efpecially below it 
towards the fea, was a great flat morafs, often over­
:flowed by the Euphrates and Tigris. It became ha­
bitable by being drained by the many canals that 
were made in it. 

Herodotus 1. I 84. fays, that " Semiramis con­
" fined the Euphrates within its channel, by raifing 
" great dams againft it; for before it overflowed the 
" whole country like a fea." And Abydenus, 
(quoting Megafthenes, apud Eufeb. Prrep. Evang. 
1x. 41.) f pe:!.king of the building of Babylon by 
Nebuchadonofor, " it is reported, that all this part 
" was covered with water, and was called the fea; 
" and that Belus drew off the waters, conveying 
" them into proper recept:.::.cles, and furrounded Ba­
" bylon with a wall." vVhcn the Euphrates was 
turned out of its channel by Cyrus, it was fuffered 
frill to drown the neighbouring country; the Per­
fian goYcrnmcnt, which <lid not favour the place, 
taking no CD.re to remedy this inconvenience, it be­
came in time a great barren morafly defert, which 
event the Title of th,e prophecy m:i.y perhaps inti­
mate. Such it was originally; fuch it became after 
the takin::; of the city by Cyrus; and fuch it conti­
nues to this day. 

Ibid. Like the fouthern tempefts-J The moft 
vehement fiorms, to which Judea was fubject, came 
from the great defert country to the fouth of it. 

"Out 
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" Out of the fouth cometh the whirlwind." Job 
xx.x v r r. 9. " And there c~rne a great wind from 
the wildernefs, and fmote the four corners of the 
houfe." Ibid. 1. 19. For the fituation of ldumea, 
the country (as I fuppofe) of Job, (fee Lam. rv. 
2 r. compared with Job r. t:) was the fame in thi11 
refpett with that of Judea. 

"And JEHOVAH thall appear over them, 
" And his arrow ihall go forth as the I i~htni ng: 
" And the Lord J EH OVA H 1hali found the trumpet; 
" And !hall march in the whirlwinds of the fouth." 

Zech. 1x. 14.; 

~. The plunderer is plundered, and the defrroyer' 
is defrroyed.J ,,,v 11,v;,, 1)1:l ·-m:i:,. The Ms& 

vary in expre:ffing or omitting the , in thefe four 
words. Ten Mss are without the-, in the fecond 
word, and ·eight MSS are without the, in ·the fourth 
word: which jufiifies Symmachus, who has rendered 
them pa:ffively: o ~02,wv rx0c,EtTm, xrx, o -rrx"J..ow,rw,01(wv 
T1XAa1-;-:·c,.;~51. He read,,,~, ii)J. Cocccius (Lexi­
con in voce) obferves, that the Chaldee ,,ery often 
renders the verb 1)J by TiJ, fpoliavit; and in this 
place, and in xxxur. 1. by the equivalent word 
o:i~: and in chap. xxn". 16. both by D:lN and n:i: 
and Syr. in this place render it by c~~, opprr.J}it. 

Ibid. -her vexations-] Heb. her fighing: that 
is, the fighing caufed by her. So Kimchi on the 
place: " Innuit illos, qi.:i gemebant ob timorcm 
ejus ; quia fuffixa nominum referuntur ad agentem 
& ad patientem." " Omnes qui gemebant a facie 
regis Babylonis, requiefcere feci eos." Chald. And 
fa lik.ewife Eplmer::n Syr. in loc. Edit. Affemani: 
" Gcmitum ejus: Jolorem fcilicet & bchrymas, 
quas Chaldcei reliquis per orbem gentibus ciere per-

.• gunt." .. 
0 

5. The table is prcpar.e"d:-J In Hcb. the verb5 
are in the Infinitive i\fodc· abfolute; as m Ezck. r. 
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I 4. " .And the animals ran and returned, :l1'V1 Ni~,, 
like the appearnncc of lightning:" juft as the L1•ins 
fay currere & re,crti, for currebant & revcrtcbantur. 
Sec chap. xxx11. 1 I. and the Note there. 

7. J\.nd he faw a chariot with two ri<lers ; A rider 
on an afs, a rider on a c1mel.J This paiiage is ex­
tremely obtcure from the ambiguity of the term JJ1, 
which is nbl three times; and which fignifies a 
chariot, or any other vehicle, or the rider in it; or 
a rider on a horfe, or any other animal ; or a com­
pany of chariot;:;, or riders. The Prophet may pof­
:fibly mean a Gffalry in two parts, with two forts of 
riders ; riders on affes, or mule.'i, and ridi:'rs on ca­
mels: or le<l on by two ri<lers, one on an afs, and 
one on a camel. HowcYcr, fo far it is pretty clear, 
that Darius ancl-Cyrus, the lVIcdes and the Pcrii:"tns, 
arc ir:.tcnded to be <liftinguiihcd by the two riders, 
or the cWO forts of cattle. It appears from H(."rodo­
tns, r. 80. that die baggage of Cyrus's army was 
carried on camels. In l1is engagement with Crccfos, 
he t,,:ik off the baggage from the camels, and 
moun;ed his horfrmcn upon them: the enemy's 
horfcs, offended with the fmcli of the camels, turned 
back and :fled. 

8. he that lookc(J out on the watch-l The pre­
fent reading ;r1N, a Lion, is fo unintelligible, and 
the miJl:ake f o obvious, that I make no doubr that 
the true rea<ling is m~,;,, as the Syriac tr::nflator 
manifdrly fm.1rnl it in his copy, who renders it by 
Nj)rl, [peculator. 

9. -a man, one of the two riders] So the Sy.,. 
ri::c uP<lr:rihnds it; and Eplmrm Syr. 

ro. 0 my threihing-J " 0 thou, the object 
1non ·,.-hich I :!hall exercilc the feverity of mv difci­
piinc; that fl1alt lie under my affi1Ai1:g lw1{d, like 
Lorn iilreac.l upon the floor to be threr11e<l out and 
winnowcJ, to feparatc the chaff from the wheat!" 
'l'he 1m:1gc c.J thrcihi1:g is frquently ut,.;d bv tl1c 

H~lm.:\'; 
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' 
Hebrew poets with great elegance and force, to ex: · 
prefs the puniibment of the wicked and the trial of 
the good, or the utter <lifperfion and defrrucl:ion of 
God's enemies. Of the different wan of threfhing 
in ufc among the Hebrews, and the manner of per­
forming them, fee Note on chap. xxv III. 27. 

Our tr:mflators have taken the liberty of ufing the 
word threjhing in a paffive fonfe, to exprefs the ob­
jetl or matter that is threfhed: in which I h:we fol­
lowed them, not being able to exprefs it more pr~"" 
perly, without departing too much from the form 
:rnd letter of the origin:i.l. Son of my floor, Heb. It is 
::in i<liom of the Hebrew language to call the effect, the 
objctt, the adjun&, any thing that belongs in al­
moJl:: any way to another, the fan of it. " 0 my 
" thrcfhing-" The Prophet abruptly brc:tks off 
the f pcech "f God, and inik1.d of continuing it in 
the form, in which he had begun, and in the perfon 
of God, " this I decbre unto you by my Prophet;" 
he changes the form of addrefs, and adds, in hi~ 
own perfon, " this I decbrc unto you from God." 

11, 12. The Oracle concerning Dumah.J " Pro 
;,m, Coclex R. Meiri habet o,,~; & fie LXX. Vid. 
Kimchi ad h. I." Biblia ~lichaelis, Halce r 720. not. 
ad I. 

This prophecy, from the uncertainty of the oc­
c:1Gon on which it was uttered, and from the brevity 
of the expreflion, is extremely obfcure. The Edom­
ites as well as Jews were fobdued by the Babylonians. 
Tb.cy inquire of the Prophet, how long their fub­
jection is to -hft : he intimates, that the Jews fhould 
be deli,·cred from their captivity; r.ot fo the Edom­
itcs. Thus far t!1e interpretation feems to carry 
with it fome degree of probability. "¼~hat the 
me::?.ning of the !aft line may be, I cannot pretend 
to divine. In this clitliculty the Hebrew Mss l'i,·e 
no affiftance. The :-.1ss of the Lx.x, an<l the f~ag~ 
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ments of the other Greek Yerfions, give fame nria­
tions, but no light. This being the cafe, I thought 
it beft to give an exacl literal tranflation of the 
whole two verfes; which may fen·e to enable the 
Engli!1i reader to judge in fame meaii.ire of the foun­
dation of the Yarious interpretations, that have been 
gi,·eirof them. 

13. The Oracle concerning Arabia.] This Title 
is of doubtful authority. In the firft place, becaufe 
it is not in many of the .MSS of the LXX: it is in 
MSs Pachom. anLl I D. II. only, as far as I can find 
'l':ith certainty: fecondiy, from the fingularity of the 
phrafeology; for ~i'rJ is generally prefixed to its. 
objecl without a prepofoion, as ~.J:l NllJO; and never 
but in this place with the prepofition ;i. Befides, a3 
the word :iiy;i occurs at the very beginning of the 
prophecy itielf, the firft word but one, it is much 
to be fuJpcc1ed that fome one, taking it .for a pro~ 
per name and the objecl of the prophecy, might 
note it as fuch by tl1c words .JiY.J NWO: written i11 the 
margin, from whence they might eafily get into the 
Text. The LXX did not take it for a proper name; 
but render it E'.T7-"<{.'a~, and fo Chald. whom I follow: 
for, othcmife, the forefi iu Arabia is fo indetermi­
nate and YQgue a c:crcription,. that in effect it means 
nothing at all: 1 'his obferntion might have been 
of good ufe in clearing up the foregoing Ycry ob.... 
fcure prophecy, if any light had arifen from joining 
the two together by removing the fep,uating Title : 
but I fee no connexica bcnveen them. 

This prophecy was 'to Lave becu f:.:lfll,:d within a: 
year of the time of it" de Every, ic:! Yer. 16; and it 
~rns proh:ibly delivered ab011t ·the fame time with the 
reft in this part of the book, that is, foo!1 before or 
after the qrh of Hezekiah, the year of Senachcrib's 
inY:i.fion. Jn his firfi march into J udca, or in his 
return from the Egyptiln expedition, he might per-

3 ~ps. 
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haps overrun thefe fe,·eral clans of Arabians: their 
difirefs on fome fuch occafion is the fubject of this 
prophecy. 

14. -the fouthern country] 0u111-tX~, LXX; Au-
11:ri, Vulg. they read l7;)IJ1, which feems to be right. 
For probably the inhabitants of Tema might be in­
volved in the fame calamity with their brethren and 
neighbours of Kedar, and 'not in a condition to give 
them affifiance, and to relien: t11em, in their flight 
hefore the enemy, with bread and water. To bring 
forth bre:i.d and water is an infrance of common hu­
manity in fuch cafcs of diftrefs; ef pccially in thefo 

• defert countries, in whic·h the common neceffaries 
of life, more particularly water, are not eafily to be 
met with or procured. Mofes forbids the Am­
monite and Moabite to be admitted into the congre­
gation of the Lord to the tenth generation : one rea­
fon which he gives for this reprobation is their omif­
fion of the ,common offices of humanity towards the 
Ifraelitcs ; '' becaufe they met them not with bread 
a.nd water in the way, when they came forth out. of 
Egypt." Deut. xx111. 4. 

I 7. -the mighty bowmen] Sagittariorum for­
tium, Vulg. tranf pofing the two words, and read­
ing, r,tap 1-,:i.:1.:i; which feems to be right. 

Ibid. For JEHOVAH Jrnth fpoken it.] The pro­
phetic Carmina of .rvfarcius, foretelling the battle of 
Cannre, Liv. xxv. 12. conclude with the fame kincl 
of folemn form; " Nam. mihi ita Jupiter fatus efi." 
Obfcrve, that the word Ol~J (to pronounce, to de­
clare,) is_ the fokmn word appropriated to the ddi­
vering of prophecies: " Behold, I am againft the 
Prophets, faith (CIHJ) JEHOVAH, who ufe their 
tongi.1es, Cl~J ,o~tl11, and folemnly pronounce, He 
hatlt pronounced it." Jc:r. xxru. 31. 

M l .CIIAP. 
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C II A P. X...~II. 

This Prophecy, ending with the 14th ..-crfe of this 
chapter, is intitkd, " The Oracle concerning the 
Valley of Vifion," by which is me;!.nt Jcrufalem, bc­
cn.ufc, fays Sal. b. Melcch, it was the pbce of pro­
phecy. Jcmfalem~ according to Jofcphus, was built 
upon two oppoiite hills, Sion and Acra, fep:i.rattd 
hy a valley in the mid ft: he ii)eaks of another broad 
nlley between Acra :rncl Moriah, Bell. Juel. Y. r3. 
YI. 6. • It was the feat of DiYine ReYclation, the 
place wh12re chiefly prophetic ,-ifio:1 was giYcn, and 
where God manifeited himfelf "ifibly in the Holy 
PLce. The Prophecy foret:Jb the i1m=1.1ion of Jeru­
fa!ern by the Afi)Tians under Scn:ichc:·ib; or by the 
Chaldeans under Nebuchacbezzai. Vitringa is of 
opinion, that the Prophet iu.s both in Yicw; tkt of 
the Chalde"'ns in the firft part, rer. 1-5. (which 
he thinks relates to the flight of Zeclekiah, '2 Ki,~gs 
x xv. 4, 5.) and th~t of the .A ffyrians in the lattu 
p~rt; ,d,i::h ::igrces with the circlli~1franccs of that 
time, anrl r:::ticularly dcfcribes tl.c prep:nations 
made by Hezekiah for the defence of the city, v. 8 
-II. C;J:nparc 2 Chon. xx:;11. 2-5. 

1. -::'.re gnne 11p to the houfr-tops.J The hou:cs 
in the Ji:.2.ft v.-ere in ~mtient" times, as th,:,y arc Hill 
gene.all)·, buiit in enc and the fame 1mit~rm mrn­
r..er. The ;oof or top 'of the houie is always tbt, 
cm-creel With b,oad frrines, or a fh0ng pl,tfrcr of ter­
race, arn! i.;llarcicd on cYcry f;de ,Yitl1 :>. low parapet 
i;v:1 H: kc D~-ut. x x I r. 8. Tl-:e terr:.cc is frequentccl 
as 1T1uch as ar:v p:ut qf the 1,,,ufr:. On. thi 0 • as the 
fe:tfui:. fa.yours; they walk, they rat, they fic~p, they 
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tranfacl: bufinefs, (1 Sam. 1x. 25. fee alfo the Lxx 
in that phce,) they perform their derotions; (Acts 
x. 9.) The houfe is built with a court within, into 
which chiefly the wimlO'.\'S open; thofo that open to 
the ftreet arc fo obfrructcu with lattice wurk, that 
n~ one either ,vithout or within can fre through 
them. \Vhenever therefore any thing is to be feen 
or hcar<l in the ftrcets, any public fpdl:acle, any 
alarm or a public nature; every one immediately 
goes un to· the hou!e-top to fatisfy hi~ curiofay. 
In the [unc :nanner, when any one had occafion to 
mal;c a,~y thing pubiic, the readiett and moft effec­
tLLI way of doing it was to proclaim it from the 
houfc-tops to the people in the ftreets. " What ye 
!icJ.r ir1 the car, thar 1rnblifl1 ye on the houfe-top," 
ianli onr Saviom, l\1att. x. 27. The peopfo's run­
ning :ill to the tops of their houfes gives a liYcly 
image of a fudden general alarm. Sir John Char­
c! in' s ~l'f s :;\'" ote on this pk.cc is as follows : " Dans 
le:; Fdks pour voir pafkr quelquc chafe, & clans Jes 
m ,ladie, pour les annoncer aux: Yoifins en allumant 
<lcs lumieres, le peuple monte fur Jes terrafics.'' 

3. -:i.re gone off together.] There fcems to he 
foti1ewhat of an inconfifi:ency in the fenfe, according 
tu the prefent reading. If the le::i.ders were b~und, 
iicN, how could they flee away? for their being 
bound, according to the obvious conftruclion and 
courfc of the fentence, is a. circum{tance prior to 
their flight. I thciefore follow Huubigan.t, who 
re:i.ds iioi1, rcmoti fnrit, they arc gone otf i~), 
tr:mfmigraYcrnm, Ch:1t:l. which focms to confirm 
his emcndatio:1. 

6. -, the Syriai1-J It is not cafy to fay wh:::.t 
c,~ ·J:::ii, a cbartot of mcil, c:111 mean. It feems, by 
t:1c: i0nn of the frntrncc, which confr(h of three 
;rn::mh~rs, the firfr and the third mentioning a par­
ticular people, that the frconcl ihould do fo like-

:i\I 4 wife; 
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wife ; thus t:l'tt'i!l~ Cli~ .::l::li.::l, " wirh chariots the 
Syrian, and with horfeme!1 :" the fimilitude of the 
letters 1 and i is fo great, and the miftakes arifing 
from it fo frequent, that I readily adopt the cor­
refl:ion of Houbigant, OiN inftead of c:m~, which 
feems to me extremely probable. The conjunction 
, prefixed to Ci'l!li!l fcems neceffary, in whatever way 
the fenten.ce is taken; and it is confirmed by five 
Mss, (one Antient,) and three Editions. Kir was a 
city belonging to the Medes. The Medes were 
fnbjecl: to the Afli,riaP.s in Hezekiah's time: fee 2, 

Kings XVI. 9. and XVII. 6. anc~ fo perhaps might 
Elam (the Perfians) likewifc be; or auxiliaries to 
them. 

8. 7"the arfenal-l Built by Solomon within the 
city, atict~alled the Boufe of the foreft of Lebanon; 
probably,from the great quantity of cedar from Le­
banon which was employed in the building: fee I 

Kings VII. 2, 3. 
9, And ye :!hall collect the wa:ers_..:_ J There were 

t\1.'0 pools in or near Jerufalem, fupplied by fprings: 
the upper pool, or the old pool, fi..1pplied by the 
fp,ing called Gihon, 2 Chron. xxxrr. 30. towards 
the higher part of the city, near Sion oi;- the city of 
Da\'id; and the lower pool, probably fupplied by 
Siloam, towr,r<ls the lower part. vVhen Hezekiah 
was threatened with a fiege by Senacherib, he frap­
ped up ?.l! tb.e waters of t!1e fountains without the 
city, ar.cl brou6Lt them into the city by a conduit, 
or fubterrnneous pafiage cut through the rock; thof e 
cf the olcl pool, to the,ph:.cc where he made a dou­
ble w,,11, [o that the pool was between the two walls. 
This he di<l in order to diftreis the enemy, and to 
fupply the city dqring the fiege. This wa~ fo gieat 
a work, that not only the hifiorians have made par­
ticular mention of it,. 2 Kings xx. 20. 2 Citron. 
xxx11. 2, 3, 5, 30. but the fan of Sirach alfo has 

• ~ele-
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celebrated it in his encomium on Hezekiah: " He­
zekiah fortified his city, and brought in wa.tcr into 
the midft thereof: he digged the hard rock with 
iron, and made wells" for water." Ecclus XLVIII. 17. 

11. -to him that hath difpofed this J That is, 
to God, the author and dif po fer of this vifitation, 
the invaiion with which he now threatens you. The 
Yery fame expreffions are applied to God, and upon 
the fame occaiion, chap. xxxvu. 26. 

" Hafl: thou not heard, of old, that I have difpofed it; 
" And, of :rnticut times, that I have formed it 1" 

14. the voice of JEHOVAH-] The Vulg. has 
vox Domini ; as if in his copy he had read i1ii1, ',,p : 
and, in truth, without the word ',ij:> it is not eafy to 
make out the fenfe of the paffage; as it appears from 
the ftrange verfions, which the reH: of the Antients, 
(except• Chald.) and many of the l\foderns, have 
given of it; as if the matter were revealed in, or to, 
the cars of JEHOVAH, E~ TOI> WfTl Kur11;1, LXX. Vi­
tringa tranflate& it, " revelatus eft in auribus meis 
JEHOVAH;" and refers to I Sam. 11. 27. III. 21. 

but the conftruB:ion in thofe places is different, and 
there is no fpcech of God added ; which here feems 
to want fomething more than the verb i1?.D to intro­
duce it. Compare chap. v. 9. where the Text is frill 
more imperfcB:. 

15. Go unto Shebna-J The following prophecy 
concerning Shebna feems to have very little relation 
to the foregoing; except that it might have been 
deli,-ered about the fame time, and Shebna might be 
a principal perfon among thole, whoie luxury and 
profanenefs is feverely reprehended by the Prophet 
in the conclufion of that prophecy, ver. 1 r-14. 

Shebna the fcribe, mentioned in the Hiftory of 
Hczeki;-ih, chap. xxxvr. feems to have been a dif­
ferent perfon from this Shebna, the treafurer, or 

fteward 
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.frewarcl of the houfeho1d, to whom the prophecy re­
lates. The Eliakim here mentioned was probably 
the perfon, who, at r!1c time of Senacherib's inva­
fion, was actual! y tre:1Jurer, the fon of Hi lkiah. If 
fo, this prophecy was delivered, as the preceding, 
which makes the former part of the, chapter, phin!y 
w'.LB, fomc time before the im·afion of Sen:.i.cherib. 
A" to the reft, hifrorv affor<ls us no inform:1tion. 

Jbitl. -:md fay unto him] Here are two words 
!ofr out of the text; which are fupplicd by two Ms:::, 
(one i\nticnt,) which read ,1~N .i17i.:l~1: by Lxx:, Y.//.t 

EmoY e<t•T',J: ancl in the fame ma1111,.::r hv all rile :tn­
ticnt Ve;fions. h is to be obforvecl, that t:1i~ p:d-_ 
fage is merely hiftorical, and does not admit of that 
fort of cllipfi.s, by ivhich in the po:."tical p::irt<; a pc;·­
fon i; fr~quently introd11cecl fpe_al~ing, without the 
of~1al notice, that what follows wa5 (!eli,·ered by 
!iim. 

16. thy fcpulchre on high-in rhe rnck:J It h:-LS 
h2cn obfrn-cc.l before on eh. :n L rl1::t perforis of 
high rank in Judea, and in moit part, of the Eaft, 
,n-:rc ger..erallv buried in la:·2'c fopulcliral vaulrs hewn 
out in the m~k for the nk ~)f themfeives and their 
fami!ic-s. The ,·anit,· of Shcb1n is fc:t forth by his 
being fo fluclious and careful to have his frpulchre 
on high: in a lofty nult, and tbat probably in a. 
high 1ituation, that it might be more co11f picuous. 
u~z~k:iah Vl':J.S buried i1)~-o',, .CV ava6~0-E1, LXX.; in 
'he chiefcft, fays our tranilation ; r.1ther, in the 
highcfc part of the frpulchres of the fons of DaYid, 
to do bim the more honom. 2 Chro:1. xxx.r1. 33. 
There ar-; fome monuments fiill remai11ir1g in Perfia 
of great antiquity, called Nak1i Rufram, which gi,·e 
one a clear idea of Shehna's pompous dciign for his 
fqmlchre. They confifr of fc,-cral kpulchres, c:i.ch 
vt' them hewn in a high rock near the top; the from 
of the rock to the ,·alley below is adorned with 

carrecl 
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c:1n-ed work in relievo, being the outfit.le of the fe­
pulchre. Scrne of thef ... fqrnkhres arc about thirty 
feet in the perpendicnlu frou1 the Yal!:::y; which is 
itfelf raifecl perhaps above half :ts much by the accu­
muiation of the ea: th fince they were made. See 
the ckfcription of them i:i Cli'ar<lin, Pietro della 
Valle, The\·e1wt, ,Lid 1:eir,pfcr. Diodon:.. Siculus, 
lib. xv,I. n:cr.t;o11s th1.::!.~ ar1lient monuments, and 
c:11!s thcq1 the: iepu:clircs of ths: kings of Pedia. 

1 7. -c,,, er 1;;..;c J That is, thy face. This was 
the cr1ndition nf nnmners in general, and particu­
L1rly of con(kmncd perfons: fre Efthcr n. l2, 

'dI. 8. 
19. I will rbve thee-J 10,m~, in the firft per­

fo::, Syr. Vuls. 
7. r. -to the inhabitants-J ':l!U1\?, in the p111-

r:11 n:1mber, fuur I,Iss, (two Antient,) Lxx, Syr. 
'lJg. 

22. -the k1~y upon his i11oulder,J As the robe 
~.:,c't the b:i.k~r:c) mf'ntioncd in the preceding Yerfo, 
,,c;-c the enfigns of p,:,wcr and authority, fo likcwife 
w::s ihe ;.;,ev the ma-.-!<. of office, either facred or civil. 
1'he pricfrefs of Juno is faid to be the key-bearer of 
r:,e godtlc J\ ;c~.:J~x,o~ Hpuf. lEJchyl. Suppl. 299. 
A fc'.na!e }11gh m oince under a great queen has the 
fame titk: 

K!X7'.i,A:i:1 :(J\~,~,,.~ .. ~J; 07,uf1-7.ttx6c~ Bc.::rti.w1;. 

irncror Phr);·0nidis ap. Clem. Alex. p. 418. Fdit. 
Pott::-r. Tni~ mark of OJ-lice w::.s !ikewife among the 
Grc,<,.:;, :::.3 k,·e in lfaiah, born on the i110ddcr: the 
pr;,-1 r,· [~ of· c~rcs ;~c,crc,.·ra;JC/,, E·.,= Y._AXl~X. Callim. 
Ceres, \"L'L 45. To comprehend how the key could 
he bnrn, cri the ihoulckr, it will be necdfary to fay 
fomewh;:,: or the form of it: but without ·entering 
into a lonp; di:1ui1ition, and a great deal of obfcurc 
Jcarning, ccac<.:rnin~ the locks and kcp of the an-

t,cnts, 
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tients, it will be fufficient to obferve, that one fort 
of keys, and that probably the moft antient, was of' 
confiderable magnitude, and as to the fhape very 
much bent and crooked. Aratus, to gi,·e his reader 
an idea of the form of the conftellation Caffiopeia, 
compares it to a Key. It rnuft be owned, that the 
paffage is -nry obfcure; but the learned Huetius has 
beftowed a great deal of pains in explaining it, i\.ni­
madverf. in Manilii, lib. I. 355. and I think has 
fncceeded ,·ery well in it. Homer Odyfi: xx1. 6. 
<lcfrribes the key of Ulyffes's fiore-houfe, as cu1ux1.1.-

1rri~, of a large cun·ature; which Euftathins explains 
by faying it was ;\f-r.avoE,cl!'J~, in :fhape like a reap­
hook. Huetius fays, the tonftellation C:;.ffiopeia. 
:rnfr;ers to this clefcrlption; the. ftars to the North 
making the curYe part, that is, the principal part of 
the key; the fouthern ftars, the h:rndle. The curve 
part ,,·as introduced into the key-hole; ancl, being 
properly directed by the handle, took hold of the 
bolts within, a;:d moved them from their places. 
\Ve may eafi!y cc1lect: from this account, that fuch 
a key would lie very we11 upon the fooukler ; that 
:it muft be of fome comider.i.ble fize awl weie:ht, and 
could hardly be commodiou:lly carried otherwife. 
Ulyffes's key was of brafs, and the handle of ivory: 
but this w2.s a royal key ; the more common ones 
were prnbably of wood. In Egypt they ha\'e no 
other than wooden locks and keys to this day; eYen 
the gates of Cairo have no better. Baumgarten, Pe-
regr. r. r5. The•;enot, P. II. eh. 10. • 

In allufion to the image of the enfign of power, 
the unlimited extent of that pow.er is expreffed, with 
great clearnefs as well as force, by the fole and ex­
clufive authority to open and fhut. Our Saviour 
therefore h:cs upon a fimilar occafion made l!1e of a. 
like manner of exprefiion, Matth. x n. 19. and in 

Rev. 
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Rev. III. 7. has applied to himfelf the very words of 
the Prophet. . 

23. -a nail-] In antient times, and in the 
Eaftern countries, as the way of life, fo the houfes 
were much more fimple than ours at prefent. They 
had not that quantity and variety of furniture, nor 
thofe accommodations of all forts, with which we 
abound. , It was convenient and even neceffary for 
them, and it made an efiential part in the building 
of a houfe, to furnifh the infide of the feveral apart­
ments with fcts off pikes, nails, or large pegs, upon 
which to difpofe of, and hang up, the ieveral move­
ables and utenfils in common uie and proper to the 
apartment. Thefe fpikes they worked into the walls 
at the :firft erection of them ; the walls being of fuch 
materials, that they could not bear their being driven 
in afterwards; and they were contrived fo as to 
ftrengthen the walls by binding the parts together, as 
well as to ferve for con.-enience. Sir John Chardin's 
account of this matter is this : " They do not drive 
with a hammer the nails that are put into the Eaftem 
walls: the walls are too hard, being of brick; or if 
they are of clay, too mouldering: but they fix them 
in the brick-work as they are building. They are 
large nails, with fquare heads like dice, well made; 
the e:ids being bent fo as to make them cramp-irons. 
They commonly pbce them at the windows :md 
doors, in order to hang upon them, when they like, 
veils and curtains." I-farmer, Obforvations r. p. 
191. And we m:-ty ~dd, that they were put in other 
pkces too, _in order to hang up other things of va­
rious kinds; as it appears from this place of Ifaiah, 
an<l fro!ll Ezekiel xv. 3. who fpe.i.ks of a pin, or 
nail, " to hang any ,·cifel thereon." The word ufod 
here for a nail of this fort is the fa.rne by which they 
«!Xp.eis that infrrument, the frnkc, or large pin of 
ir()n, with which they faftened down to the ground 
tl1e cords of their tents. \V c f~e, th';;rcfore, that 

thefe 
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thefe Nails were of necdfa.ry and common ufe, and 
of no [mall importance, in all their apartments; con­
f picnous, and much expo fed to obfervation : and if 
they feem to us mean and in1ignificant, it is becaufe 
we are not acquainted with the thing itfelf; and 
have no name to exprcfs it by, but what conveys 
to us a low and contemptible idea. " Grace hath 
been 1hewed from the Lord our God, (faith Ezra 
1x:. 8.) to lea,·e us a remnant to efcape, and to gi,·e 
us a nail in his holy place:" that is, as the margin 
of our Bible explains it, " a conftant and fure 
" abode." 

" He that doth ledge near her f'Vifdom's] houfr, 
" Shall alfo faflt:n ~ pin in her wa:k'' 

Ecclus. xIY. 2.;.. 

The dignity and propriety of the metaphor appears. 
from the prophet Zechari:i.h's ufe of it: 

" From him Jlhall be the ccrner-ftone; from him th~ 
" nail, 

"From him the battle- bow, 
" From hun cv.:ry ruler togct!1er." x. 4 

And :i\1ohammed, ufing the fame word, calls Pha­
raoh the lord. or maih:r of the Na;/.,, that is, well 
attended by nobles 2.1,d ofliccrs c;1.p2.ble • of adminif­
tcring his affairs; Kor:1.n, Sur.' xxxv11r. rr. and 
J,xxxrx. 9. So fome undcrftand this paffagc of .tht: 
1~,>r:i.n: Jvlr. S::de feems to prefer another i11~2rpreta­
t1on. 

Taylor, in his Concorcla,~ce, thinks ,n, means the 
pillar or poft that :fb.nds in the rnicldk, and fuppori-~ 
the tent, in which fnd1 FJ.:S ::.re ii,cd to h::mg their 
arms, &c. upon; refcrrir.g to Sli:iw·s 'l'ra•,els, p. 
287. But,.,,, is never ul'cd, :i.s far as ::i.ppear.5 to me, 
in that fenfc. It was int!eed llt'(c{fary, that th pil­
lar of the tent fhoukl h:n-::: foch peg~ on it for th;~t 

perpofr: 
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purpofe: but the hanging of fuch tl1::igs i11 1!1is 
manner upon this pillar does not prO\e, th::.t 1,1, 
was the pillar itfelf. 

23. -a glorious feat-] That is, hi, fathn'.i 
houie, and all his own family, fh.i.11 be gluri"uii v­
feated, fhall flomiih in honour and proiperity; anil 
fhall depend upon him, ;rnd be fupportcd by him. 

24. -all the glory-] One confidi.:rablc part of 
the magnificence of the Eafrern prince5 confi.itcd. 
in the great quantity ot gold and fil n~r ~-elfols, 
·which they had, for variom ufes. " Solomon's 
chinking Yeflels were of gold, and all the ,cfic!s of 
.:he foreit of Lebanon were of pure gold : none ,_.ere 
of filver; it was nothing accounted of in Solomon's 
days." 1 Kings x. 21. "The ..-efiels in the Houieof 
the foreft: of Lebanon ( the armory of J erufalem fo 
called) were two hundred targets, and three hun­
dred ihields, of beaten gold." Ibid. Yer. 16, Ii­
Thefc were ranged in order upon the walls of the ::ir­
mory, (fee C:i.nt. 1v. 4.) upon pins worked into the 
walls on purpoic, as above mentioned. Eliak.i:n is 
confakretl as a princip:.l ftake of this fort, immoYe­
ably faftcnecl in the wall, for the fupport of all vef­
iels defrined for common or facrcd ufes: that is, ::is 
the principal fupport of the wkole civil and cccldi­
fiical polity. And the confeqncnce of his continued 
power will be the promotion and flouriil,ing con­
dirion of his family and depcn<lcnts, from the highdt 
to the lowcft. 

Ibid. -'meaner veffels J O'~J~ feems to mean 
earthen vc!lels of common ufe, brittle, nnd of little 
value; (fee L:.m. 1 v. 2. J er. x L n 11. 1 '.!.) in oppo­
fition to /'\m~, goblets of gold and fih-cr ufed in 
thi.: facrificcs. Exocl. xx 1 v. 6. 

25. The n~il fafiencd--J This mufi he -~mder­
ftood of Shcbna, as a repetition arnl co11fo111~1tion of 
the li.'ntence above cknuunced a~aiu:t J1im. 

C'IIAP. 
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C H A P. XXIII. 

1. Howl, 0 ye 1hips of Tarihiih-J This pro­
phecy denounceth the defl:ruB:ion of Tyre by Nebu­
chadnezzar. It opens with an addrefs to the Ty­
rian negotiators and failors at Tarfhifn, {Tarteff us 
in Spain,) a place which, in the courfe of their 
trade, they greatly frequented. The news of the 
deftruB:ion of Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar is faid to 
be brought to them from Chittim, the iflands and 
coafl:s of the Mediterranean : " for the Tyrians, 
" (fays Jerom on ver. 6.) when they faw they had 
" no other means of ef caping, fled in their :!hips, 
" and took refuge in Carthage, and in the iflan<ls of 
" the Ionian and Egean Sea." From whence the 
news would fprectd and reach Tarfhiili: fo alfo Jar­
chi on the place. This feems to be the mo:fl: proba-
ble interpretation of this verfe. , 

2. Be filent] Siience is a mark of grief and con­
fternation. See eh. XLnr. 5. Jeremiah has finely 
expreffecl this image : 

" The elders of the daughter of Sion fit on the ground, 
" thev are filent: 

''The/have cafi up du!l on their heads, they have 
"girded themlel\'es with fackcloth, 

"The virgins of Ji;:rnfalcm hmg down their heads to 
'' the ground." Lament. 11. 10. 

3. Ancl the feed of the ~ile-J The Kile is called 
here Shichor, as it is Jer. rr. 18. anJ r Chron. xru. 
5. It had this name from the blacknefs of its wa­
ters charged with the mud, which it brings down 
from Ethiopia, when it overflows, " Et Yiridem 
.tEgyptum nigra fcecundat arena :" as it was called 

by 
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by the Greeks Mebs, and by the La.tins l\Iclo, for 
the faine re1Cun. See Servius on the above line of 
Virgil, Georg. 1v. 291. It was called Siris by the 
Ethiopi:ms; by fomc fuppofed to be the fame with 
Sichor. l~gypt, by its cxtrnordinary fertility, cau(ed 
by the overflowing of the Nile, fupplied the neigh­
bouring nations with corn; by which br::nch of trade 
the Tyrians gained great wealth. 

4. Be afhamcd, 0 Siclon-J Tyre is called, vcr. 
I 2. the Daughter' of Sidon. "The Sidonians, (fays 
Juftin, xvnt. 3.) when their city was taken by the 
king of Afcalon, betook themrdves to their fhips, 
and landed, and built Tyre." Sidon, as the mother 
city, is foppoied to be deeply affected with the ca­
lamity of her daughter. 

Ibid. -nor educated-J 'f\0~'111, fo an Antie11t 
:-.rs. prefixing the ,, which refors to the Negative 
prece<li:ig, and is equivaler.t to N?1. See D~ur. 
xxx.11 I. 6. Prov. xxx. 3. 

7. --whofe antiquity is of the earliei't: date.] Juf­
tin, in the pa!fage at.eve quoted, had d?.ted the 
building of Tyre at a ccrt2.in number of yc::.rs from 
the taking of Troy; but the number is loft in th:! 
prefent copies. Tyre, thocgh not i'o old as Sidon, 
yet wa3 of very high ::rntiquity: it was a ihong city 
c\·en in the time of J of1rna : it is cdled i::; ,~~':l jlJ!, 
"the city of the fortref's of Sor," Jofh. xrx. 29. 
Interpreters raife difficulties in regard to thi5 pa{fo.ge, 
and will not allow it to lrn\·c been lo antient: with \vhat 
good reafon, I do no! fee; for it is called by th:! 
fame n:ime ,. " the fortrefs of Sor" in the hifhiry of 
David, '.! Sam. xxrv. 7. and tltc circumfiances of 
the hifr~ry d1.:tc:rminc the pla.cc to be the Yery fs.:nc. 

10. 0 <laughter of Tadhifh-J Tyre -is called 
the daughter of Tarihi{h; perlups becaufe Tyre 
being ruined, 'farfhifh was become the fuperior 
city, ancl might be con!!ckred as the m;tropolis of 

'\OL. 11. l>i th~ 
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the Tyrian people : or rather becanfe of the cloie 
connexion and perpetual intercourfe between them, 
according to that latitude of fignification in which 
the Hebrews ufe the words Son and Daughter, to 
exprefs any fort of conjunction and dependence 
wliaterer. ntl'J, a girdle, which colldl::s, binds, and 
~eeps together the ioofe raiment, when applied to a 
river, may mean a mound, mole, or artificial dam, 
l'.·hich contains the waters, and prevents them from 
fpreading abroad. A city, taken by iiege, and de­
fhoyed, whofe walls are demolifhed, whofe policy 
is diffoh'ed, whoie ,,-ealth is di11ipated, whofe peo­
ple is fcattered orer the wide country, is compared 
to a rinr, whofe banks arc broken down, and its 
,,,aters, let loofe and overflowing a11 the neighbour­
ing plains, arc wafred and loft. This may po:ffibly 
be the meaning of this very obfcure verfe ; of which 
I can find no other interpretation that is at all fatis­
facl:orr. 

13 .• Behold the land of the Chaldeans-] This 
Ycrie is extremely obfcure: the obfcurity arifes from . 
the ambiguity of the agents, which belong to the 
,·erbs, and of the objects exprefled by the pronouns: 
from the change of number in the verbs, and of 
gender in the pronouns. The :-.rss give us no af­
Jifrance; anJ the ~\nticnt Vedions very little. The 
ClialJee and Vulg. read mntU in the plural number. 
I ha\'e followed the interpretation, which among 
many different ones feemed to me moft probable, 
that of Perizonius and Vitringa. 

The Chaldeans, Chafrlim, are fuppofed , to ha Ye 
had their origin, o.nd to haYe taken their name, from 
Che fed the fon of Nachor, the brother of Abraham. 
They were known hy that name in the time of Mo­
fcs; who calls Ur in l\1efopotamia, from whence 
Abraham came, to diftinguifh it from other places 
of the fame name, Ur of the Chaldcans. And J e-

remiah 
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remiah calls them an antient nation: Thi~ is not 
incontifient with what Ifaiah here fays of them: 
" This people was not;" that is, they were of no 
account ; ( fee Deut. x x x I r. 2 1.) they were not 
reckoned among the gre.1t and potent nations of the 
world, till of later times~ they were a rude, unci­
yj]izcd, barbarous people, without laws, without 
fettled habitations; wandering in a wi<le defert 
country, t:1'1l, and additl:ed to rapine, like the wild 
Arabians. Such they are reprefented to ha,·e been 
in the time of Job, (r, 17.) and fuch they continued 
to be till A:{for, fome powerful king of Afi~·ria, ga­
thered them together, and fettled them in Babylon, 
and the neighbouring country. This probably was 
Ninus, whom I fuppofe to have fo·e<l in the time of 
the Judges. In this, with many eminent Chrono­
logers, I follow the authority of Herodotus; who 
fays, that the Afi)Tian monarchy lafted but fi.ye 
hundred and twenty years. Ninm got po:lfeflion of 
Babvlon from the Cuthean Arabians, the fucce:lfors 
of Nimrod in that empire, colb~l:ed the Chalde:.ms, 
and fettled a colony of them there, to fecure the 
p~ifrffion of the city, which he and his fuccefiors 
gre:i.tly enlargc<l an<l ornamented. They ha<l per­
haps been uiefol to him in his wars, and might be 
likely to be further ufeful in keeping under the old 
inhabit::mts of that city, ancl of the counrry belong­
ing to it: according to the pnlicy of the AffYrian 
kings, who generally brought new people into the 
conquered countries. Sec Ifai. xxx:v1. I 7. 2 Kings 
xvi 1. 6. 24. The teftimony of Dicce2rc!tus, a Greek 
hiftori:m c·ontcmporary with .i\lcxanc!cr, (::tpllll Stcph. 
de i1rhibm, in v. Xc.:.\aa.o;,) in regard to the fact is 
remark~blc, though he is mi{bkcn in the 11:-um: of 
the king he fpcaks of: he fays, " Tli::tt a ccrt.\in 
king of Afl)Tia, the fourteenth in fucceflion from 
Kinus," (as he m;ght he, if ~mus is placed, as. 1w. 

-:-.-- ! .the 
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the common chronology, eight hundred years higher 
than we have above fct him,) " named as it is faid 
Chaldreus, having gathered together and united all 
the people ca1led Chaldeans, built the famous city 
Babylon, upon the Euphrates." 

14. Howl, 0 ye 1l1ips-J The prophet Ezekiel 
hath enlarged upon this part of the fame fubject with 
great force and elegance : 

"Thus faith the Lord JEHOVAH concerning Tyre: 
"At the found of thy fall, at the cry of the wounded, 
" At the great flaughter in the midfl of thee, iliall not 

"th;: iflands tremble? 
" And fhall not all the princes of the fea defcend from 

'' their thrones, 
" 1\nd lay alide their robes, and firip off their embroi­

'' de red garments ? 
" They iliall clothe themfelves with trembling, they 

" iliall fit on the ground ; 
" They (hall tremble every moment, they fhall be afto­

" nithed at thee. 
" And they fhall utter a lamentation over thee, and iliall 

" fav unto i.hee: 
n Ho\v' art tho-u lofi, thou that waft inhabited from the 

" tea ! 
·-H The reuowned city, tlir,t wa~ flrong in the fea, fue 

" and her in!i?.oitanls ! 
" That 11ruck with terror all her neighbours !· 
" Now iliall the coalls tremble in the day of thy fall, 
" And the ifles that are in the fea ilia II be troubled at 

"thy <lcpai-tu,c." Ezek. xxv1. 15-18. 

15. J\rcording to the days of one king-] That 
i,;, of one kingdom. S1:c Dan. YII. Ij. VIII. 20. 

): dmdw.dnezzar began his conquefr.s in the firfl: 
year of his reign; from thence to the taking of Ba­
bylon by Cyrus ::re frrenty ye:1rs; at which rime the 
n:nions cc:1quercd by ~ebuchadnezzar were to be 
rdl:orcd to liberty. Theie feventy years limit the 
duration of the Babylonifh monarchy. '.I'yre \Vas 

t:tkcn by him tow:i.rds the middle of that period, but 
ouly 
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m1ly for the remaining part of it. This .feems to be 
the meaning of Ifaiah : the days allotted to the one 
king, or kmgdom, are feventy years; Tyre, with 
the reft of the conquered nations, :!hall continue in 
a ftate of fubjecl:ion and defolation to the end of that 
period. Not from the beginning and through the 
whole of the period ; for, by being one of the lateft 
conquefts, the duration of that fiate of fubjecl:ion in 
regard to her was not much more than half of it. 
"All thefe nations," faith Jeremiah, (xxv. I 1.) 
" :!hall fcrve the king of Babylon feventy years." 
Some of them were conquered fooner, fome latter; 
but the end of this period was the common term for 
the deliverance of them all. 

There is another way of computing the feventy 
years, from the year in which Tyre was actually 
taken to the nineteenth of Darius Hyftafpis; whom 
the Phenici:ms, or Tyrians, affifted againft the lo­
nians, and probably on that account might then be 
reftored to their former liberties and privileges. But 
I think the former the more probable interpretation. 

Ibid. -fing a.; the harlot fingeth-J " Fidici­
nam effe meretricum efi," fays Donatus in Tcrent. 
Eunuch. II 1. 2. 4. 

" Nee me,·ctrix tibicina, CUJUS 

'' Ad firepitum falias." Hor. r. Epift. xiv. 25. 

Sir John Chardin, in his :--1s Note on this place, 
fays: " C'eft que les vielles proftituees-ne font 
" que chanter quand les jeunes dancent, & les ani­
" mer par l'inftrument & par h v,1ix." 

17, 18. • And at the end of fe,-cnty years-] Tyre, 
after its deftruA:ion by Nebuch.a<lnez;1,ar, _recovered, 
as it is here foretold, its ancient trade, wealth, and 
grandeur; as it did likewife afar a fecond <leftruc­
tion by J\lexar.der. It became Chrifiian early with 
the rdt of the neighbouring countries. St. Paul 
himfdf found many Chrifh.1.ns there, Acts xxi. 4. 

K 3 It 
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It fuffered much in the Dioclefian perfecution. It 
was an archbi1hoprick under the patriarchate of Je­
rufalem, with fourteen bifhopricks under its jurif­
diclion. It continued Chriflian till it was taken by 
the Saracens in 6 3 9 : was recovered by the Chriftians 
in 11 24. But in 1280 was conouered by the l\fa-

1 • 

malucs ; and afterwards taken from them by the 
Tmks in I 5 I 6. Since that time. it has funk into 
utter decay; is now a mere ruin; a bare rock; " a 
'' place to f pre ad nets upon;' as the Prophet Eze­
kiel foretoJd it ihould be, eh. xxv1. 14. See San­
dys's Travels; Vitringa on the pkce; Bi:fhop New­
ton on the Prophecies, Diflert. xr. 

CH A P. XXIV. 

From the x1uth chapter to the xx1ud inclufiH, 
the fate of feYeral cities and nat;ons is denounced: 
of Babylon, of the fhiliftines, Moab, Damafcus, 
Egypt, Tyre. After having foretold the deftruclion 
of the foreign nations, enemies of Judah, the Pro­
phet declares the judgements impending on the peo­
ple of God themfelves, for their wickednefs and 
apoftacy; and the defolation that fhall be brought 
on their whole country. 

The xx1vth, and the three following chapters,. 
fecm to have been delivered about the iame time : 
before the defiruclion •of Moab by Shalmanefer; 
(fee xxv. 10.) confrquently before the deftruclion 
of Samaria; prob2.bly in the beginning of Hezekiah's 
reign. But concerning the partietilar fubjecl of the 
xxrvth chapter, interprete1s are not at all agreed: 
fame refer it to the deiolation caufcc.! by the inYafion 
of Sha1manefer; others to the imafion of Nebu 

chadnez:zar i 
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chadnezzar; .and others to the cleftrucl:ion of the 
city and nation by the Romans. Vitringa is :fingu­
lar in his opinion, who applies it to the perfecution 
of Antiochus Epiphanes. Perhaps it may have a 
view to all of the three great defolations of the coun­
try, by Shalmanefer, by Nebuchadnezzar, and by 
the Romans: efpecially the !aft, to which fame parts 
of it may feem more peculiarly applicable. How­
enr, the Prophet chiefly employs general images; 
fuch as fct forth the greatnefs and univerfality of the 
ruin and defolation, that is to be brought upon the 
country by thefe great revolutions, involving all or­
{lers and degrees of men, changing intirely the face 
of things, and rleft:roying the whole polity both re­
ligious and civil; without entering into minute cir­
cumftances, or neceflarily refi:raining it by particular 
marks to one great event, exclufive of others of the 
fame kind. 

4. The world languifueth l The world is the 
fame with the land; that is, the kingdoms of Judah 
and Ifrael; orbis Ifraeliticus. See Note on chap. 
XIII. I I. 

5. -the law J ni,n, fingular: fo read Lxx, 
Syr. Chalcl. 

6. -are deftroyed] For ,,", read iJi"; fee 
Lxx, Syr. Chald. Sym. 

9. -palm-wine-] This is the proper meanmg 
of the word "'l::l!U, cr1Y.!poc : fee Note on chap. ". 11. 

.i\11 enjoyment f11all ceafe; the fweeteft wine fball 
become bitter to their taCtc. 

11. -is patied away] For i1Jil!, read i11Jl!; 
tranfpofing a letter. Houbigant, SECKER. FiYe 
Mss, (two Antient,) add ',:::i after wiivo: LXX add 
the fame word before it. 

q. But thefe-] That is, they that c[caped out 
of thefc calamities. The- great diftreiles brought 
upon lfrad and Judah drm·e the people aw~y, an~l 

N 4 <lif-



NOT:;::s O~ 

difpcrfed them aTI over the neighbouri!!g countries: 
they fled to Egypt, to Afi.a Mino,, to the iflands 
;ind the coaih of Greece. They were to be found 
in gre~t numbers in moft of the principal cities of 
theie countries. Alexandria was in a great meaf ure. 
peopled by them. They had fynagogues for their 
worihip in many places; and \,·ere greatly inftru~ 
mental in propagating the knowlege of the true God 
among thefe heathen n2.tions, and preparing them 
for the reception of ch,iftianiry. This is what the 
Prophet fce:ns to mean by the celebration of the 
name of JEHOVAH in the waters, in the difrant 
co;-:f'rs, and in the uttcrrr.oft parts of the land. 
~•,::,, the wnter.r; v~we, LXX; u~caa, Thcod. not 

o;~, from the [ea. 
15. In the difbnt coafis of the feaJ For □qi~.:i, 

I fuppofe we ought to re;1d p,•~=i,; which is in a 
great degree juftified by the repetition of the word in 
the next member of the fentence, with the addition 
of O'il to vary the phrafe, ex;ictly in the manner of 
the Prophet. t::l'qN is a wor<l chiefly applied to any 
difl:ant countries, elpecially thofe lying on the Mc-­
diterranean Sea. Others co:iject.ure o,,N,.J, c,,i;,:i, 
o•r;;N.J, t.J'O:V.J, □,i,nJ.; o,,n~.J, a iN.J, illuftrati, 
Le Clerc. Twenty-three !\Is s re:i.d c•iiN.:i. The 
LXX do not acknmvlege the re:i.ding of the Text, 
expreffing here only the word o••~, cY rn,£ v;1ro1f, and 
that not repe2.ted. But :vrss Pachom. and 1 D. rr. 
fupply in this place th~ <l~fecl: in the other copies of 
LXX, thus: .6.,cc nm, "I'/ ~J:::~ K:p1<1 f~!Y.t rv Tet.1; vYJTO:; -:-r,; 

Scxt.CLT<I'I'/;. ,:i -:-act~ ViJITO"f' -;-o, ov:µ::r. 78 KvF/8 .&<8 Tc-p:tr,A ,v­
~o~c:; 1;:;a1. According to ,·,hich the Lx:x had in 
their Hebrew copy u',N.J, repeated afterward, not 
tr,~~-

16. But ! fai<l-J The Prophet fpcak~ ir. the 
pc::-fon of the inh:~h;!,_mts cf the b:~d 11-ill .::em:iining 

rherc; 
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there; who fhoulcl be purfued by divine vengeance., 
and fuffer repeated diftrcfles from the inroads and 
depredations of their powerful enemies. Agreeably 
to what he faid before in a general denunciation of 
1:-hefe calamities : 

" Though there be a _tenth part remaining in it; 
" Even this 1hall undergo a repeated defirucl:ion.'' 

Chap. v 1. 13. See the Note there . 
Ibid. the plunderers plunder] See Note on chap. 

XXI. 2, 

1 7, I 8. The terror, the pit,-J If they efcape 
one calamity, anothe( fnall overtake them; 

" As if a man fhould flee from a lion, and a bear iliould 
" ovcrt:1~e him : 

" Or fhould betake himfelf to his houfe, and lean his 
"bawl on the wall, 

"And a ferpent 1hould bite him." Amos v. 19. 

For, as our S:1Vi.our cxpreffed it in a like parabolical 
manner, " whcrefocver the c:ircafe is, there fball 
" the eagles be gathered together." M<1tth. xx1v. 
!:!-8. The images arc taken from the different me­
thods of hunting and taking wild beafts, which were 
anticntly in ufe. The terror was a line fhung with 
feathers of all colours, which fluttering in the air 
feared and frightened the bcafis into the toils, or 
into the pit, which was prepared for them. " Nee 
" cfr mirum. cum m~ximos feramm greges linea 
" pcnnis diftincta contincat, & in infidias agat, ab 
ac ipfo effdh1 dicta Formido." Seneca De Ira, u. 
12. The pit, oi pit-fall, Fovea; digged deep in 
the ground, ·and cm·ered over with green boughs, 
turf, &c. in order to deceive them, that they might 
fall into it unawares. The f:;are, or toils, Indago; 
a feries of nets, inclo:!1ng r.t -firfl: a great fpace of 
ground, in which the \\'ild beafrs were known to 

be; 
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be; and then drawn in by degrees into a narrower 
compafs, till they were at laft clofely :fhut up, and 
intangled in them. _ 
• For 'npo, a MS reads ~J:>r.J, as it is in Jer. x1,v111. 

44. and fo the Vulg. and Chald. But perhaps it is 
only, like the latter, a Hebraifm, and means no 
more than the fimple prepofition r.J. See Pf. cu. 6. 
For it does not appear, that the terror was in tended 
to fcare the wild beafts by its noife. Tl;ie Parono­
mafia is very remarkable; pachad, pachath, pach : 
and that it was a common prm·erbial form, appears 
from Jeremiah's repeating it in the fame words. 
Chap. XLVIII. 43, 44· 

18. -from the pit] For ,,no, from the midJl of, 
a Ms reads tn, from, as it is in Jer. XLvru. 44- and 
fo likewife Lxx, Syr. Vulg. 

19. The land] " yiNiT, forte delendum n, ut 
ex prreccdente ortum. Vid. feqq." SECKER. 

26. -like a lodge for a night.] See Note on 
chap. 1. 8. 

21-23. -on high, -on earth-) That is, 
the ecclefiaftical and ciYil polity of the Jews; which 
1ball be deftroyed. The nation ihall continue in a 
ftate of depreffion and dereliction for a long time. 
The image f eems to be taken from the pracl:ice of 
the great monarchs of that time; who, when they 
had thrown their wretched captives into a dungeon, 
neYer gaYc thcmfel·,cs the trouble of inquiring about 
them; but let them lie a long tip1e in that mderable 
condition, wholly <le:ftitute of relief, and difregarded. 
God ihall at length Ievifit and reftorc his people in 
the laft age : and then the kingdom of Goel fhall be 
cftablifhecl in fuch perfecl:ion, as wholly to obkure 
and cclipie the glory of the temporary, typical, pre­
parative kingdom now fubfifting. 

" The figurati\'e language of the Prophets is taken 
from the amlogy between the world natural, ancl ~n 

emp1rc 
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empire or kingdom confidered as a world politic. 
Accordingly the whole world natural, confifting of 
heaven and earth, fignifies the whole world politic, 
confifting of thrones and people, or fo much of it 
as is confidered in prophecy : and the things in that 
world :fignify the analogous things in this. For the 
heavens and the things therein fignify thrones and 
dignities, and thofe who enjoy them; and the earth, 
with the things thereon, the inferior people ; and 
the loweft parts of the earth, called Hades, or Hell, 
the loweft- or moft miferable part of them.-Great 
earthquakes, and the ihaking of heaven and earth, 
are put for the ihaking of kingdoms, fo as to diftracl 
and oYerthrow them ; the creating a new heaven and 
earth, and the paffing of an old one, or the begin­
ning and end of a world, for the rif<: and ruin of a 
body politic fignified thereby.-The fun, for the 
whole fpecies and race of kings, in the kingdoms of 
the world politic; the moon, for the body of the 
common people, confidered as the king's wife; the 
frars, for fubordinate princes and great men; or for 
bifhops and rulers of the people of God, when the 
fun is Chrift :-fetting of the fun, moon, and ft-ars; 
darkening the fun, turning the moon' intd blood, 
and falling of the ftars, for the ceafing of a king­
dom." Sir I. Newton,. Ob[ervations on the Pro­
phecies, Part r. Chap. u. 

CHAP. 
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CH A P. XXV. 

It doth not appear to me, that this chapter hath 
:my dofe and particular connexion with the chapter 
immediately preceding, taken feparately, and by 
itfe]f. The fubjef.t. ofthat was the dcfol:i.tion of the 
land of Ifrael and Judah, by the jufr judgement of 
God, for the wickednefs and difobedience of the 
people: which, taken by itfelf, feems not with any 
propriety to introduce a hymn of thankfgi,·ing to 
God for his mercies to his people in delivering them 
from their enemies. But taking the. whole courfe of 
Prophecies, from the x111th to the xxrvth chapter 
incluiive, in which the Prophet foretells the deftruc­
tion of feveral cities and nations, enemies to the 
Jews, and of the land of Judah itfclf, yet with inti­
mations of a remnant to be faverl, and a reftoration 
to be at length effecl:ed by a glorious eftabliihment 
of the kingdom of God: with a view to this exten­
five fcene of God's providence in all its parts, and 
in all its confcquences, the Prophet may well be 
fuppofed to break _out into this fong of praife; in 
which his mind feems to be more poHcficd with the 
profpecl: of future mercies than with the recollecl:ion 
of the pail. 

'.l. -the city-J , Niniveh, Babylon, Ar Moab, 
or any other ftrong fortrefs poffciled by the enemies 
of the people of God. 

For tht: firft i'3,'1:) Syr. Vulg. read i'l/il; LXX, 

:rnci Chald. read, in the plural, o•,y, tranfpof~ng 
the letter~. After the fecond ,•v~ a :-rs adds ~.,,. 

Ibid. 
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Ibid. -the proud ones-J For C'if, .flranger.r, 
MS Bodi. and another read C'1l, the proud: fo like­
wife the LXX; for th½y render it a:rJ"~bwv here, and 
in verfc 5th, as they do in fome o.ther places: fee 
Dent. xvrII. 20. 22. Another MS reads C1i~, ad­
verjtzrie1; which alfo makes a good fenfe. But 01,r 
and n,,r 2re often confounded by the great :fimilitude 
of the letrers, and ,. See Malach. III. 15. IV. 1. 

Pf. x1x. 14. apud LXX: and Pf. LIV. 5. (where 
Ch:dd. rc:i.ds tl¥"Jf) come,ared with Pf. Lxxxvr. 14-

4. -a winter frorm.J For ,,i', read i1i': or as 
i'l! from iil!, fo i'i' from iij). Capellus. • 

5. -the proud-] The fame miftake here as in 
ver. 2: fee :Note there. Here i:J'1:it, the proud, is 
p:i.rallel to 01:::c,,v, the formidable: as in l'f. LIV. 5. 
and Lxxx v1. 14. 

Ibid. J\s the heat by a thick cloud.] For .:i.,n, 
Syr. Chalcl. Vulg. :mcl two :,rss, read :liilJ; which 
is a rcpetirion of the beginning of the foregoing pa­
rallel line : and the \·erfe taken out of the parallel 
form, and n~ore f1:lly expreifrd, woulcl run thus: 
" As a thick cloud interpo1ing tempers the heat of 
the fun on the burnt foil, fo 111al t rhou, by the in­
terpofition of thy po-ser, bring lmv and abate· the , 
tumult of the prond, and the triumph of the formi­
dable." 

6. -i11all make fur all the people a fe:i.!r.J A 
fraft is a. proper and ufual exprcllion of joy i:-i con­
foq uencc of viclory, or any other gre:tt fuccc1s. The 
fe::i.ft here f poken of is to bt: celebrnte<l on .!\,fount 
Sion, and all the peoples without difrin&ion are to 
be invited to ·it. This can be no other than the ce­
lebration of the efl:ablii11ment of Chrift's kingdom, 
which is frequently reprefented in the Sofpcl under 
the image of a fo:i.11:; where many fhall come from 
the Eafr an<l \Veil:} and fl1all fit down at tible wirh 
Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 

z. hc:1ven." 
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heaven." Matt. v II r. 1 1. See alfo Luke x r v. 16. 
XXII. 29, 30. This fenfe is fully confirmed by the 
concomitants of this feaft expreifed in the next verfe; 
the removing of the veil from the face of the nations, 
and the abolition of death: the firft of which is ob­
vioufly and clearly explained of the preaching of the 
.Gofpel; and the fecond muft mean the bleHing of 
immortality procured for us by Chrift, " who hath 
aboliibed death, and through death hath deftroyed 
him that had the power of death." 

Ibid. -of old wines] Heb. lees ; that is, of wine:. 
kept long on the lees. The word uied to exprefs the 
lees in the original fignifies the prefervers; becaufe 
they pref erve the ftrength and flavour of the wine. 
"All recent wines, after the fermentation has ceafed, 
ought to be kept on their lees for a certain time ; 
which greatly contribute to increafe their ftrength 
and flavour. vVhenever this firft fermentation has 
been deficient, they will retain a more rich and 
f weet tafte than is natural to them in a recent true 
vinous ftate; and unlefs further fermentation is pro­
moted by their lying longer on their own lees, they 
will never attain their genuine itrength and flavo\tl', 
but run into repeated and ineffetl:ual fermentations, 
and foon degenerate into a liquor of an acetous kind. 
-All wines of a light and auftere kind, by a fer­
mentation too great, or too long continued, certainly 
degenerate into a weak fort of vinegar; while the 
frronger not only require, but will fafely bear a 
fi:ronger and often rep~ated fermentation; and arc 
more apt to degenerate from a defect than excefs of 
fermentation into a vapid, ropy, and at length into 
a putrefcent ftate." Sir Edward Ilarry, Obferva­
tions on the \Vines of the Antients, p. 9, 10. 

Thcvenot obferves particularly of the Schiras wine, 
that, after it is refined from the lees, it is apt to 
grow four: " II ::i. beaucoup de lie; c'eft pourquoi 

il 
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il donnc puiffamment clans la tefte; & pmtr le ren­
d re plus traitable on le p:dfo par un chauffe d'hypo­
cras: apres quoi il eft fort clair, & mains fnmeux. 
11s mettent ce vin clans des grandes jarres de terre, 
qui tiennent <lix ou douze jufqu'a quatorze carabas: 
mais quand l'on a entame une jarre, il faut la vuider 
au plutoft, & mettre le vin qu'on en tire dans de1 
bouteilles ou carabas; car fi l'on y manque en le 
laiifant quelque terns aprcs que la jarre eft entam~e, 
il fe gate & s'aigrit." Voyages, tom. 11. p. 245. 

This clearly explains the very elegant comparifon, 
or rather allegory, of Jeremiah; wher~ the reader 
will find a remarkable example of the mixture of the 
proper with the allegorical, not uncommon in the 
Hebrew poets : 

" Mo1h hath been at eafe from his vouth, 
" And he hath fettled upon his Ices'; 
" Nor bath he been drawn off from vcffel to veffcl, 
" C\either hath he gone into captivity: 
" Wherefore his talle remaineth in him, 
"And his flavour is not changed," Jer. xtv1rr. IJ. 

Sir John Char<lin's 1rs Note on this place of Je-
remiah is as follows : " On change ainfi le ,in d~ 
cupe en cupe en Orient; & quan<l on en en tame une, 
il faut la vuid~r en petites cupes ou bouteilles, fans 
quoy it s'aigrit." 

7. -the face of all-] MS BodL re:ids, ',:, ':JEl ~7-
The word ':lEl has been removed from its right place 
into the line above, where it makes no frnfe; a; 
I-Ioubigant conjectured. 

9. -f1rnll_they fay-] So LXX and Vulg. in tit~ 
plural number. They read ,irJ:-t,. Syr. reads ni~N,, 
Thou ih.alt fay. 

lo. -fl1all give refi-J " Heb. nm,, qyitfcet. 
Annon M'Jn quietem dabit, ~t Grceci, t:<v.xr.aucr1ll :t,.1a-E1, 

& Copt. ?" Mr. ,v orn E. That is, " !hall give 
peace 
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peace and quiet to Sion, by defrroying the enemy t 
as it follows. 

Ibid. As the ftraw is threfhed-J " Hoe juxta­
ritum loquitur Palreftinre & multarum Orientis pro­
vinciarum, qure ob pratorum & freni penuriam pa~ 
leas preparant efui animantium. Sunt autem car­
penta ferrata rotis per medium in ferraru:n modum 
fe volventibus, qure ftipulam conterunt; & commi­
nuunt in paleas. Quomodo igitur plaufrris ferratis. 
palere conteruntur, fie conteretur Moab fub eo ; fo·e 
fub Dei potentia, five in femetipfo, ut nihil in co 
integri remaneat." Hieron. in loc. See Note on 
eh. xxv III. 27. 

Ibid. -under the wheels of the car.] For m~ir;,·, 
LXX, Syr. Vulg. read :,J::iio; which I have fol­
lowed. See Jo1hua xv. 3r. compared with x1x. 5, 
where there is a miftake very nearly the fame. The 
Keri, ir.;J, is confirmed hy twenty-eight l\lss, (fe­
ven Antient,) and three Editions. 

1 r. As he that finkcth ftretcbeth out his hands tcr 
fwim.J There is great obfcurity in this place~ fome 
underfbnd God as the agent; others Moab. I ha-ve 
choien the latter feufe, a5 I cannot conceive that the 
ftretching out of the h:rn<ls of a f wimmer in fwim­
ming can be any illuftration of the action of God 
ftretchini::; out bis hands over lVIo:i.b to deftroy it. 
I take :,n ~ il, altering the point on the TU on the au­
thority oi' Lxx, to he the participle of :,nv, the 
fame with n·;v ,md nm:,, :'nc!i11ari, dcprimi; and that 
the Prophet dcJignccl a Paronornafia here, a figure 
which he frequently ides, between the iimibr words 
:,n!!! and rnnv. As 11nnn, in bis place, or on the/pot. 
:1s we fay, in the preceding vcrfo, gin:s us an i<le:i 
of the fudden anu compleac ddi:rudion of Moab; fo 
1.lij'.:l, in the mi,{/l of him, rm::ms, th:it this deH:ruc­
tion ihail be opcn, an<l expufed to the view of all: 
~h.e neighLo..1ring mtions 1ldl plainly fre him :!1:rug-

• gling 
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gling againfl: it, as ~ ma? in the mi?ft ~f the d:ep 
waters exerts all Im efforts, by fw1mmm~ to iave 
himfelf from drowning. 

C I-I A P. XXVI. 

1. -we have a ftrong city] In oppofttion to the 
city of the enemy, which God hath deftroyed, chap. 
xxv. 2. Jee the Note there. 

3. -they have. trufied] So Chald. ,n~:::i. Syr. 
and Vulg. read iJn~:::i, we ha-ve trujled. Schroeder 
Gram. liebr. p. 360. explains the prcfent reading, 
m~:::i, impcrfonally, confifum ejl. 

4. -in JEHOVAH] In }Au JEHOVAH, Heb. but 
fee I-Ionbigant. Not. in Cap. x1 I. 2. 

S. \Ve have placed our confidence in thy rn.me J 
z.xx, Syr. and Chald. read ,),,~, without the pro..: 
noun annexed. 

9. -ha,·e I defircd thee J Forty-one :--.rss, (nine 
Antient,) and five Editions, rea<l 71n1,~. It i-, pro­
per to note this : becauic the fccoml , being omitted 
in the Text, Vulg. ancl many others h:rvc rendered 
it in the third perfon. 

16. -we ha.Ye fought thee-J So Lxx, an<l two 
11ss, 1iJ,i':l, in the firft perfon. And fo perhap3 it 
fhoulcl be )Ji'~, in the firil: perfon: but how LXX 

read this word is not ck:ir; and this lafr member of 
the Ycr(c is extremely obfrur:". • 

For ,o~, - the LXX read iJ~, in the fir ft perfon 
likewile: :i. frequent miftak.c; lee rfotc on chap. 
x. 29. 

18. -we h::i.Ye brought forth \Yincl] The k·arned 
profdfor Michaelis expb_ins thi~ image in the fol­
lowing manner: " Rariorcm morbmn dckribi, em-

YOL. ll, 0 " preu-
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" empneutnatoiin, aut vcntofam molam, dicl:um; 
" quo qrnc laborant din & :!ibi & peritis meclicis gra­
c' vidre vid(mtur, tandemque poft omnes verre gra­
" viditatis molefiias & labores vcntum ex utero­
" emittunt: quern morbum paffirn defcribunt me­
" dici." Syntagma Comment. vol. n. p. 165. The 
Svriac tranflator fee111s to have nncletfrood it in this 
n{::mner:. " Enixi fumtts, ut ill~, quc:e Yentos pa­
•' riunt." 

lbid . ...:...in the land] yiN;I, fo a Ms, Lxx, Sy~.· 
. :rnd Vulg. • 

19. -my deceafecl] All the antient Yerfions ren-­
der it in the plural ; they read 'nVJJ, my dead bo­
dies. • Syr. and Chald. read 0:i"ni?Jl, their dead 
bodies. 

Ibid. -of the dawn] Lucis,, Vulg. fo. alfo Syr. 
anci Chald. 

Th~ ddiveranc:e of the peopfo of God from a fratc· 
of the f owefr clcp:·effion, i,s expla-i!'led by imagcs­
plainly taken from the RefurreB:ion of the dead. In 
the fame manner tl'1e Prophet Ezekiel reprefents the 
reftoration of the Jewi111 nation from a ftate of utter: 
diffolution, by th~ reftoring of the tiry bones to life,'. 
exhibited to him in a yjfion, chap. xxxvrr. whicfr 
i~ direfl:ly thns appliccl ancl explained,. ver. I 1-13. 

And this dcliYerance is exprdfrll v(·ith a m:mifeft op-
1101ition to what is here faid :i.hove, nr. I.J... of the 
great lords and tyrants, under whom ti1ey hatl 
groaned; 

" They are dead, they ,fhall not live; 
" They are dcceafed tyrants, they fhall not rife:" 

that they :fhould be deftroyed utterly, and fl1011lcf 
never be reftorec.l to their' former pO\n:'.r and glory. 
It appears from hence, that the doctrine of the Re-: 
fum.:{tion of the dead was at that tin"le a popular and 
commoil doctrine~ for an image ·whi,ch is aili.unedl 

m 



CIL\P. xxvr. ISAIAH, 

in order to expre(s or reprcfent :iny thing in the way 
of allegory or metaphor, whether poetical or pro-­
phetical; mnH: be an im::i.ge_ commonly known an<l. 
underil:ootl; othcnrife it will not anfwer the purpofc 
for which it is afii.11ned. 

20. Caine, 0 my people; retire-] i\n exhor­
tation to patience :ind refi.gnation im<ler opprefiion, 
,,·ith a c6nfident cxpccl:ation of deliverance, by the 
power of God nunifeHly to be exerted in the clc­
fhncl:ion of the opprdfc,r. It ieems to be an al_lu:. 
1ion to the command of Mofes tci the lfraelites, when 
the <lefl:roying angel t,·as to go through the land of 
Egypt, " not to go out at the door of their houfes 
" until the morning:" Exoc.l. XI 1. 22. And before 
~he patfage of the Red Sea: " Fear ye not, il:arn.l 
"ftill, and fee the falvation of JEHOVAH :-JEHO­

" v .AH 01all fight for you, and ye 01all hold your 
"pc-ace;" Exod. x1Y. 13, 14. 

CH A P. LXVII; 

The fubjelt. of.this chapter f~erris to be the nature, 
the meafure, and the dealings with his people: _Yer. 
r. his j_m~ge1!1cnts infl/lccl on their great and pm~·er..:: 
fol enemies: ver. 2. lm conftant care and protection 
of his fa mu rite vinepml, in the .form of a dialogue: 
ver. 7. the mo<ler:1.tion nnd leniry, ,vith which th~ 
fcverity of his judgcme:its haYe been tempered: Yd. 
9. the end :trid ckfign of them; to recover them 
from i<lol::ttry; :1.nd ver. r 2. the recalling of them-, 
pn their repent:1.nce, from their fevcral ,c:iifperii.ons. 
The firft verfc fcem.s conncctecl with tne two bft 
v~[cs of the preceding chapter~ 

" :i. :1. Le• 
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1. Leviathan, &c.] The animals here mentioned 
feem to be: the crocodile, rigid, by the frifFnefs of 
the back-bone, fo that he cannot readily turn him­
felf, when he purities his prey; hence the eafieft 
way of ekaping frotJ1 him is by making frequent and 
jhort turnings : the ferpent, or dragon, flexible and 
winding; which coils himfelf up in a circular form: 
the fea-monfrer, or the whale. Thele are ufecl :ilk­
gorically, without clouht, for grc.:'..t potentates, en'c­
mies and pe:fccutors of the people of God: but to 
f pecify the particular perfons or ftates deiignecl by 
the Prophet under thefe. images is a matter of great 
<lifficultr, and comes not neceifari]y within the de-
fign of thefe notes. • 

2. -the beloved Yinc:,ard] For ,1~n, a great 
number nr '.t ~,;, and forne printed Editions, haYc 
,tJn; \\·hich is contirmed bv Lxx, and Chalcl. 
• IbicL -a rcl°ponllYe fong] That ml.', to anfu.Jer, 
J1gnities oc<.::d'innally to iing refponfively; and that 
tlus mock of 1ingii,s \ras frequently pracl:ifcd among 
the antient lcws; ll e De S. Poef. Hebr. Prml. x1x. 
at the l1cgi1i"ning . 

.::;. l wili t,ikc care of her] For ipg, j:l, Syr. reads 
,j:i::i~,: ancl fifteen ~1ss, (fix Antient,) and fix Edi­
tions, read ,?;i~, in the 1irft perCon. 

4. I han no wall] For ilnn, Lxx, and Syr. 
read n~1n. ;\.n antient :\IS has ;,n1n. For ;,:i, two 
Mss read c:i, plural. The Yineyard wifhes for a 
wall, :md a fence of thorns; human firength and 
protec~ion; (as the Jews were too apt to apply to 
their powerful neighbours for affiftance, and to truft 
to the fha<low of Egypt : ) J EH o "AH replies, that 
this would not avail her, nor fkfend he,r again ft his 
wrath: he counfcls her therefore to betake herfelf to 
his proteclion. On which ihc intreats him -to make 
pt:ace with her. 

2 '' .About 
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" About Tripoly there are abundance of vme­
" yards and gardens, incloft:cl for tl1e moft 
" part with hedges; which chiefly confifi: of the 
" rhamnm, paliurus, oxyacantha, &c." Rawolf, 
p. 21, 22. A fence of thorns is efteemed equal to 
a wall for ihength, being commonly reprefented as 
impenetrable. Sec Micah vrr. 4. Hofea II. 6. 

Ibid. -of the thorn and brier] Seven Ms;;, 

(two Antient,) an~l one Edition, an<l Syr. Vulg. 
Aquila, read r,•v,, with the conjunt"'tion , pre­
fixed. 

5. Ah !] For ,~, I read '1N, as it \\'as at firfi in a 
MS. The, was eafily loft, being followed by anothen. 

6. -from the root] For i.:,it,,, I read with. the 
Syr. v,:uo. And for ni'.=li Y'~', niEl ,~'~', joining 
the, to the firft \Vord, ancl taking that into conftruc­
tion with the firft part of the fentence. I fuppofe the 
dialogue to be continued in this Ycrfe, which pur­
fues the fame image of the allegory, but in the way 
of metaphor. 

9. Ancl if-J N',i) four l\Iss, (two Antient,) :i.pd 
LXX. 

I I. -her boughs] i1'i1::lp, :vt~. and Vulg. that 
is, the boughs of the ,·incyard, referring ftiH to the 
fubjccl: of the dialogue abo,·e. 

The fcarcity of fuel, efpecially woocJ, in moft 
parts of the Eaft is fo great, that they fupply it with 
cYery thing capable of burning; c~w dung dried, 
roots, parings of fruit, withered ftalks of herbs and 
tiowcn: fee Nlatth. v 1. 2 r-30. Vine-twigs arc 
particularly mentioned, ~:; uled for fuel in dreffing 
their food, by D'Arvieux; La Roque, Pakftinc, 
p. 198: Ezekiel fays, in his parable of the Yine, 
ufecl figuratively for the people of God, as the vine­
yard is here ; '' Sh::i.H woocl be taken thereof to do 
~, any worl<? or will men take a pin of it to hang 
'' any vdfol thereon r Behold, it is caft into the 

u 3 " fire 
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\' fire for fuel." Chap. xv. 3, 4. ~' If a man abide 
f' not in me, faith our Lord, he is caft forth as a 
f' branch· [ of the vine J and is 'withererl; • and men 
~' gather them; an~ caH: them into the fire, and they 
'~ are burned." Johri ':x: v. '6.' They· einploy'ecl wo:. 
men and children to gather th~(e things; and they 
laid them up in itore for ufc; •• The ' drefiing and 
pruning of their vines afforded a goo9- fop.ply of th~ 
}aft fort of fu~l : but the Prophet fays, that the ,·ines 
themfelves of the beloved vincnrd fhall be blafted, 
,vithered, and broken; and the women 1hall come~ 
and gather them up; and carry away the whole of 
them, to make their fires for domeftic ufes. Sc~ 
fl~~mer, Obfe~v. 1. p. 254, &c. • • v • • 

. C H A P. XXVIII. 
' 

, 1 · The proud crown-_ J " S~baftc, the anriem: 
" Samaria, is fituated on a l~m~ mount of an oYa! 
'-' figure; having fir.it :i- fruitful ,·alley; and then a 
~' ring of hills running roupcl abou~ it.? :Ma~ndrcll, 
p. 58. " E regionc hormn rudcrpm mons -~11: per­
" amcenus, plauitie adn1odum frugifera circumfep­
,,, tm, fupcr quem olim Samaria urbs condita fuit.'~ 
Fureri Itinerarium, p. 93. The city b~autifully ii­
tuated on the top of ~ round hill, and furrounderl 
immediately with a rjch valley, and a circle of other 
pills beyond it, fuggeil:e!1 the ide3: of a chaplet, or 
YJreath of flowers, worn upon their heads on occa­
fions of fcftivity ; exprefled by the proud crown, and 
the fading flower of the drunkards. • That this cufrom 
~f wearii:ig chaplets in their b:mqitets pre,·ailed among 
H1~ Je~vs, as w~ll as afllong the Greeks and Romans, 

app~ar~_ 
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appears from tht:: following paffage of the book of 
\Vifdom: 

"Let u; fill ourfelves w·ith oofilv wine ·and ointments, 
" And let no flower of the fpring pafs by us: 
" Let us crnwn ourfcl-,·es -with rofe-buds, before they are 

"withered.'' • \Vifd. 11. 71 8. 

2 -the exceeclingly fhong one J "1:r:fN? y1~~. 

fortis Domino, i. e. fo.rtiffimus, a Hebraiiin. For 
"lt,N',, thirty-eight !IIss, and two Editions, read 
:,i;,,',. . . 

3. -crowns] I read .rn,~v, plural, to agree with 
the verh i1J0::)1J'I. • , 

4. The early fruit before fummer] '' ~o fooner 
doth the boccore [the early fig] drow near to perfec­
tion, in the middle or latter encl of J unc, than the 
kcrme-::., or fummer fig, begins to be formed, though 
-it rarely ripens before J\uguil:; about which time the 
fame tree frequently throws out a third crop, or th1t 
winter fig, as we mJ.y call it. This is ufually of a 
much longer fliape and darker complexion than the 
kcrmez, hanging -and ripening upon the tree even 
after the kaws arc 1hccl: and, proYi<led the winter 
prO\·es milcl and temper,t!e, is gathered as a delicious 
morfcl in the fpring." Sluw, Travels,. p. 370. fol. 
The image was Yery ,o:hYious to the inhabitant:; of 
J uclea and the neighbouring countries, and is fre­
quently applied by the Prophets to cxprefs a defirc­
~ble objecr ; bv none mor.c elegantly than by Hoiea, 
,c:Jw.p. IX. IP. 

"Like grapes in the wildernefs, I found Ifrael; 
"),ike.the firft ripe fig in her prime, I faw your f:: .. 

" tilers." 

Ii1id. -he plncketh it] For i1N1\ which with. 
n..~i;-, makes a mi!erable tauto1ogy, read by a tr:tnf­
po~ition of a letter ;,,~,; a happy conjecture of 
• o 4 Hou~ 
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Houbigant. The image expreffes in the ft:rongefr 
manner the great eafe with which the AiI)Ti:rns 1hall 
take the rich city and the whok kingdom, and the 
avidity with which they fhall feize the rich prey 

. without refifrance. 
5. In that day-] ~Th11s far the prophecy relates 

to the Ifraelites, and manifeftly denounces their ap­
proaching defrruc1:ion by Shalmanefer. Here it turns 
to the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, the rem­
nant of God's people, who were to continue a king-. 
<lorn after the final captivity of the Ifraelites. It be­
gins with a favourable prognoitication of their affairs 
under Hezekiah : but foon ch:rnges to reproofs and 
threatenings, for their interr,pcrance, difobcdience, 
and profanenefs. 

6. -to the gate of the enemy] That is, who pur­
fue the fleeing enemy even to the -very gates of their 
own city: " But we were upon them eYcn 1111to the 
" entering of the g,,te :" 2 Sam. xr. '.!3- that is, we 
rlroYe the enemy b:,ck to their own gates: fee alfo I 

Sam. x VII. 52. 
4 

9. \Vhom [fay they] would he teach-] The 
fcoffers mentioned below, Yer. 14. are here intro­
du~ed as uttering their fcntentious ii1eeches; tlwy 
treat God's method of de;il;ng with them, ancl warn­
ing them by his Prophets, \\Ith contempt and llcri­
:fion. vVhat, fay they, cloth he treat us as !11ere in­
fants juft weaned? cloth he teach us ];kc little chil­
dren, perpetually inrnlcating the fame elementary 
ldfons, the mere rudiments of knO\dege; precept 
after precept, line after E.ne, here ~nd there, by lit­
tle and little? imitating at the fame time, and r1cli­
culing, in ver. 10. tht concitc p~ophctical manner. 
God by his Prophet retorts upon them with great 
feyer it y their own contemptuous mockery; turning 
it to a fcnfc quite different from what thl'.y intend(d, 
Y cs, faith he, it ihall b~ in fad as you fay: ye fldl 

be 
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be taught by a ftrange tongue, and a ftammering lip; 
in a ftrange country; ye fl1:1ll be carried into captivity 
by a people whofe language fhall be unintelligible to 
you, an<l which ye_fhaH_be forced to learn like cl~il­
dren: and my dealing with you fl1all be according 
to your own words : it fhall be commaRd upon com­
mand for your puni:ll1ment; it fhall be line upon 
line, ftretched o, er you to mark your <leftrucl:ion ; 
(compare'.:!. Kings xxr. 13.) it fhall come upon you 
at difterent times, and hy different degrees; till the 
judgements, \_Vith which from time to time I have 
threatened you, :111:1.ll ~1:1.,·e their foll accompliih­
ment. 

Jerom feems to haYe rightly tinderftood the gene­
r:il de1ign of this pa:ffa.ge, as expreffing the manner 
in which the fcoflcrs, by their frntentious f peeches, 
turncJ. into ridicule the \\':trnings of God by his Pro­
phets: though lie has not io weli explained the 
meaning of the repetition uf their i11eech in the 13th 
,·erfe. I-lis words arc on Yer. 9. " So]ebant hoe ex 
" perfona Prophetarum luckntes clicere :" and on 
Yer.· 14. " Quocl fupra diximus, cum irrifione foli­
,, tos prir.cipes Judct'orum Prophetis diccre, 111t111cla, 

" i-em,mda, & cretera his fimili:1, per quw ofl:enditur, 
" nequaquam eos Prophctaru m credidiifo fermoni­
" bus, fed Prophetiam habuiffo clefpecl:ui, pncfens 
" oitcndit capitulum, per quucl appellantur viri il­
" lufon:s." Hieron. in loc. 

Ancl fo Tarchi intnnrets the word 0'~1!!0 in the . . 
next nr!"c: " qui clicunt vcrba irrifionis parabolice.'' 
And the Chal_clee, paraphrafcs the 1 r th ,erie to the 
faml'. pmpofc, undedhnding it as fpoken not of 
Goel, h1(t of the people deriding his Prophets: 
" Cluoniam in mut:aione loquela~ & in linguafobfan-

." nationi:i irr:dcbant contra prophctas qui propheta­
" hant populo huic." 

12. This 
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I 2. This is the true reft-J The fenfc: of this 
.verfe is : God had warned them by his Prophets, 
.that their fafety and fecurity, their deli,·erance from 
their prefent calamities, and from the apprchenfions 
,of ftill greater approaching, depended wholly on 
their trnft in God, their faith and obedience : but 
they rejected this gracious warning with contempt 
and mockery. 

I 5. -a .cov·enant with death] To be in coYenant 
with, is a kind of proYerbial cxpreflion to denote 
J)erfecl: fccurity .from evil an<l mifchief of any fort: 

'.' For thou fhalt be in league with the fiones of the 
" field-; 

Cl And the beafis of the field iball be at peace with thee." 
Jab v. 23. 

"And I will make a covenant for them with the beafis 
" of the field, 

"And with the fm_vls of heaveo, ar..d With the creeping 
" things of the ground." Hof ea u. 18 

That is, none of thefe :iliaH hur-t: them. Dut Lucan, 
fpeaking of the Pfylli, whofe pccufiar property it 
was to be unhurt by the bite of frrpents, with which 
their countrv abounded, comes il:i~l I)car~:r to the 
exprefiion of Ifaiah iD _this place_: • 

4' Gens unica tcpas 
'' Incolit a fa:vo ferpcntum innoxia rnor[u 
" l\1armarid.c Pfvlli.--
" Pax ill is cum 1i1orte data efl:." Ph~rfal. , x. 894. 

" Of all who fcorching Afric's fun endi;ire., 
"None like the fwarthy Pfyllians are frcure; 
" "\Vith healing gifts and privileges grac'd, 
'' Well in the land of ferpcnts were they plac'd: 
" Truce with the dreadful tyrant death they have, 
" And border fafely on his realm the grave." Rowe~ 

18. -1hall be broken J For i:1.J, which feem~ 
not to belong to this place, Chakl. reads iEll1; whic!i 

l:i 
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i5 approred _by Houbigant and SECK}:1t: fre fer. 
x x x 111. 2 ~ . where .the very fame.: phrde is ui ed. 
See Prelim: Difiert. p. l. •• 
·' ~o. -For the betl is'too :fhort-] A mojbal, or 
pro,·erbial faying, the ,rncaning of which is, that 
_they will finc.l ·_all means of defence and proteclion 
jnfufficiein.t to j~c~1rc th~m, ar.d cm·er them from 
the evils coming upon them. 700, chap. xxu. 8. 
~he covering, is uiecl for the outworks of dcfc11ce, 
the harrier of ~l~e country; ~nd here in the allegori­
cal tenfc it means mpch the fame thing. Th<.:ir beds 
were onlv matra1frs laid on the floor; ~nd the cover­
let a ihe~t~ or in' tj1e ·winter a carpet, hid oYer ir. 
in which the p~rfon wrapt himtelf. For o:i:;n;,:::i, it 
_ought probably 1P be PJ:lniV~- Houbigant, SECKER. 

'.!3. Lifre!]- y_e, and "hear my voice-] The fore­
going difcourfc? confifting of fcYcre reproofs, and 
.rhrea_tenings of dr~adfol judgements impending on 
the Jews for their Yices, and their profane contempt 
of God's :warnings by his meffengers, the Pro­
phet 'conclurics with an explanation and defence 
~1f God's rne.thocl of dealing with his people in an 
_elegant parable or allegory'; in which he employs a 
nriety o( images, all taken from the fcicncc of agri­
culture. As the huibandman ufcs various methods 
in preparing his land, and adapting it to the fcycral 
kinds of frccls to be fown, with a dne obfcn·ation of 
times and fcafons ; and when he hath g:1thered in his 
harvdr, e~1ploys methods as various in feparating 
the corn frorp the ii::raw and the chaff by different 
infrruments_, according to the nature of the difkrcnt 
forts of grain:· fo Goel, with unening wifrlom, and 
~vith itricl: jufticc, ini1:-rul"ts, admonifhcs, and cor­
rects his people: chaflifcs ;:mcl punifhcs them in v:t­
rious ways, as the exigence of the cafc require.,; 
J10W more mockr:.tclr, now more {e\'ert~lr; al\\'a~·s 
(cmpcring jufticc \Yith mere,:·; in order to reclaim 
• 5 the 
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the wicked, to improve the good ; and, :finally, to 
feparate the one from the other. 

~6. For his God inftrucl:eth him] All nations 
have agreed in attributing agriculture, the moft ufe­
ful ·and the moH: neceffarv of all fciences, to the in­
vention and to the fuggeftions of their deities. '' The 
moft High hath ordained hnibandry," faith the fon 
of Sirach: Ecclus. vu. 15. 

'' Nemque Ceres fertur fruges, Liberque Jiquoris 
'' Vitigeni laticem mortalibus inn ituilfe." 

Lucretius, v. 14. 

·o ~· l'/7r 10; cxv9;,wr.01tY1 

AE~cu tY'¥J/.UY..IVE1, Auov~ ;r E7rt :;pyo~ E1 E1p:t 

M1JJ-Y'l/1"r..w:i {3,oro/0' 7'-.E-ya :f oTE (3c,;l\o~ IX~l~YJ 

BotJtY1 T: ilt:Y..1 uetx.,i-.i1,r1• i,E-v::1 :f 012 t:::1X1 woix1 r- I I ~ 

K.<%1 q:,vTCY. yvpwtYIXt, 'XCl.l <J"'lfEef!.CXTU uJ cxv.rn (3-xi>.::r,G0!1, 

Aratus, Ph::enom. S• 

He ( fupiter) to the human race: 
lndt1lgent prornim to necelfary toil 
Man provident of life ; with kindly iigns 
The feafons marks, when beil to turn the glebe 
\Vith f!)ade and plough, to nurfe the tender plant, 
AnJ catl: o'er_fo!!ering earth the feeds abroad. 

'2j, 2.S. Four methods of threfliing arc h~re men­
tioned, by different inihuments; the flail, the drag, 
the wain, and the treading of the cattle. The fratt: 
or flail, was ufcJ for the J11jirmior,1 famina, fays Hie­
ron. th~ grain that wa:, too tender to be treakd in 
the other method~. The drag confifre<l of a fort of 
ftrong planks, f'.lade rough at the bottom with hard 
froncs or iron: it wa5 drawn hy horles or oxen over 
the corn-i1_1ca\-es fprcad on the tloor, the dri\-er 1it­
ting upon it. Kempfer ha, given a print reprefent­
ing the manner of ufing this in.11:rument. Ammn, 

Exot, 



CHAP. XXYIII. ISAIAIT. 

Exot. p. 682. fig. 3. The wain was mtich like the 
former, but had wheels with iron teeth, or edges 
like a faw. " Ferra.ta carpenta rotis per medium in 
frrrarum morlum fe volventilms :" Hieron. in lac. 
h,· which it fhould fecm, that the axle was armed 
\\.-ith iron teeth, or frrrated wheels, throughout. 
See a deCcription and print of fuch a. machine ufed 
at preCenr in Egypt for the fame purpofe; it moves 
upon three rolkrs armed with iron teeth or wheels, 
to cut the fira\\': in Niebnhr's Voyage en Arabie, 
Tab. x" 11. p. 1 2 .3. In Syria they make ufe of tht: 
drag, confirutled in the ,·cry fame manner as above 
<lefcribed : Niebuhr, Defcri ption de l'J\rnbie, p. 
140. This not only forced out the grain, but cut 
the fhaw in pieces for fodder for the cattle; for 
in the Eafiern Countries they haw no hay. See 
Harmer's Obfen-. 1. p ... ,1-25. The bft method is 
well known from the law of .:\fofes, which " forbids 
the ox to be muzzkcl, when he treadeth out the 
corn." Deut. xxv . ...;.. 

28. -but the hread-corn-J I read en,,, on 
the authority of Yulg. and Symmachus: the former 
cxprefles the Conjunction ,, omitted in the Text; 
by autem: the bttcr by 6,. 

Ibid. -hoofs-J For i'!!!i::>, borftmcn, read i•oi:,, 
hoJ,. Su Syr. Sym. Thco<l. Vulg. 

CHAP. 
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C II A P: XXIX. 

The fubjecl of this and the four following chaptcr'l 
is the invafion of Senacherib; the great diftrefs of 
the Jews while it continued; their fudden and un­
expeA:ed deliverance by God's immediate int~rpofi­
tion in their farnur; the fubfequent prof perous fi:ate 
of rhc kingdom under Hezekiah : interfperfed with 
fe,-crc reproofs, and threats of punifhmeut, for their 
hypocrify, ftupidity, infidelity, their want of truft 
in God, ,md their Yain reliance on the affift::mce of 
Egypt: and with promifes of better times, both im­
mediately to fucceed, and to be expected in the fu,­
ture age. The whole making r.ot one continued dif­
comfe, but rather a collecl:ion of different difcourfes 
upon the fame fobj'ecl; which is treated with great 
ele~ance and variety: though the ma_~te. is Yarious, 
and the tranfi.tions fodden, yet the Prophet frldom 
goes far from his fubjeA:. It is p't,;perly enough di. 
, iclcd bv the chapters in the commo1i tranflat:ion..-

r. Arid-J '!'hat Jerufaicm is here c::1.lled by 
this name is vcrv certain; but the reafon of this 
n;1.me, and the meaning of it as applied to Jerufalem, 
is vcrv oblcurc :md doubtful. Some, with the Clul­
dcc, i1.1ppofc it t,> be taken from the hearth of the 
:::;rcat :i.lrar of Burnt-offerings, which Ezekiel plainly 
c1lls bv the fame n~ri1e ; and that J erufalem is here 
confi.dcre<l as the fc:i.t of the Fire of God, ,~ ii}f, 
which fooukl i1foe from thence to confumc his ene­
mies: compare ch:i.p. xxx r. 9. Some, according 
to the common ckrirntion of the word; ',N ,,N, the 
Lion of God, or the ftrong Lion; fuppofc it to fig­
nify the ftrength of the place, Gy which it was ena-· 

bled 
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bled to rcfift an<l orcrcome all its enemies. Tiv,s- d$ 
<l,wn 1i'/ll "wOAl'il OlJTW) EIC.i'}!TGa,• :;r.El, d~ e.ou, i,Eovrc; 

dl>C.i'}V ::a-r.a~aT7~ TOlJ) av-ra,ecvrn). Procop. in loc. There 
:ire other explanations of this name gi,·en, but none 
that feems to be perfecl:ly fatisfacl:ory. 

Ibid. Add ye.ir to year-J Ironically: go on 
,·ear after year; keep. your folemn feafts: yet know,­
that God will puni1h you for your hypocritical wor-
1hip, confiibng of mere form deftitutc of true piety. 
Probably deli,·ered at the time of fomc great feaft, 
when they were thus employed. • 

2. -mournin~, and forro,v-J Inftead of your 
prcfont joy anrl tcft:ivity. 

Ibid. -as the hearth of the great altar.] That is, 
it 111all be the frat of the Fire of God; which 11iall 
itfoc from thence to confume his enemies. Sec Note 
on ,·er. r. Or, perhaps, all on :.i flame; as it was 
when taken by the Chaldcans; or covered with car­
cafes and blood~ as when taken bv the Romans: an 
intimation of \\·hich more diftant events, thougJ1 not 
immediate fubjech of the Prophecy, may perhaps 
be given in this obfcure pafiage. 

3. -like D:ivi<l] For·i)i:J read i1,:i; fo LXX, 

and two :-.r s :i. and f. two more. 
Ibid. -to~\·crs-J For nr~;i:o read fli1j;,':); fo 

;r,xx, and five jfss, one of them Antient. 
4. -a freblc i~ech] Th:i.t the foul5 of the dead 

llttrrcd a frcblc ftridulous found, very different from 
tltc natural hum:i.n voic.::, was a popular notion 
:.:mong the Heathens as well as among the Jews. 
This appear-; .fwrn feveral paifages of their poets; 
Homer, Virgil, Hora,ce. The pretenders to the art 
of ~ecrqm:.mcy, who were chiefly \YOme!1, had an 
art of 1i>caking with a feigned Yoice; fo as to de­
ceive thole who applied to them, by rr.·aking them. 
believe, th:n it wa~ the mice of the ghoft. They 
h.i.d a wa;y of uttering founth, as if they were fo~med, 

not 
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not by the organs of fpecch, but deep in the cheft, 
or in the belly; and were thence called qfa,;p1/J-tG01, 
\'Cntriloqui : they could make the voice fcern to 
come from beneath the gro_uncl, from a diftant part, 
in another diretl:ion, and not from themfelves; the 
better to impofe upon thofc who confulted them. 
E!e"/flT))de; TO y,vo, TOlJTO 1 ov IX{-'.l6[,0I nxov <7rtTY;6WCYTIXt, 

,va die< 7'1'JV arra l:,wxv T))~ <t"-·v1i, TOY TCV JwdolJ, tX7r0616pa­
<I'Y..W'TIV {AEyxo,. Pfelhq; de D3"monibus,. apwl Bo­
chart. r. p. 7 3 r. '' Thefe people fl:u<lioufl y ac­
quire, ond affetl: on purpofe, this fort of obfcurc 
found; that by the uncert~inty of the mice they 
may the better efcape being detetl:ed in the cheat." 
From thefe arts of the Necromancers the popular 
notion feems to have arilen, that the ghoil:'s Yoice 
was a weak, il:ridulous, almoit inarticulate fort of 
found, very different from the fpeech of the living. 

$· -the proud-] For 71,r, thy jlrangers, read 
01,r, the proud, LXX; parallel and fynonymous to 
o•:::1;v, tbc terrible, in the next line: the , was at 
li.rit 1 in a :-.rs. See l\ote on xxv. 2. 

5-7. But the multitud~ of the proud-] Thefe 
,·cries contain an admirable defcription of the de­
frrutl:ion of Scn:1cherib's army, \,·ith a beautiful Ya­

riety of the moil: expreffivc images: perhaps more 
adapted to fhew the greatnefs, the fndclenncfs, and 
horror, of the event, tl1:1n the means and manner 
by which it wa:i etkcl:ccl. Compare chap. xxx. 
3o-33. 

7. -like as a dream-] This is the beginning 
of the comparifon, which is purfued and applied in 
tlic nex.t n:rfc. Senac!1erib :mu his mighty army are 
not compared to a dream, brcaufc of their fuddcn 
clifappcarance; but thl: difappointment of their cager 
hopcc; is compared to wlnt happens to a hungry and 
thirity man, when he awakes from a dre:.;.m, in 
which fancy h:id prtfrntell to him mc:::.t :m<l J:ink 

lil 
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in abundance; and finds it nqthing but a vain illu­
fion. The cdmparifon is elegant an<l beautiful in 
the higheft degree, well wrought up, and perfeB:ly 
fuited to the end propofed: the image is extremely 
natural, but not obvious; it appeals to our inward 
feelings, not to our outward fenfcs ; and is applied 
to an event in its concomitant circmnftances exaB:ly 
(tmilar, but in its nature totally different. See De 
S. Poef. Hcbr. Prcelecl:. XII. For beauty and inge­
nuity itniay fairly come in competition with one of 
the mofr elegant of Virgil, (greatly improved from 
Hon1cr, Iliad, xxri. 199.) where he has applied to 
a difterent purpofe, but not fo happily, the fame 
image of the ineffc:B:ual working of imagination in 2. 

tlream: 

"1\c velnti in foirinis oculos ubi lmguida preffit 
"Noc'tc quies, necciuicr:uam avidos extendere curfus 
"\Telle vidcmur, & in mediis conatihus a,gri 
" Succidimus ; non lingua valet, 11011 corpore. not~ 
11 Sufficiunt Vires; nee vo:r.:, aut vc1ba fequnntur." 

lEn. XiI. <;,OS, 

"And as, whe11 flumbcr Cea.ls the clofing figlit, 
,: The fick wild fancy labours in the r,ight; 
"Some dreadful vifionarv foe we lhu:1 
"Vvith airy fi,icles, but il:rive in vain ,o ruri; 
"In vain our baftled limbs their pow'rs effay; 
"We faint, we firuggle, fink, and fall aw;,.y; _ 
"Drain'd of our fircngth, we neither fi,::;ht nor fly? 
"And on the tongue the firuggling accents die." Pitt, 

Lucretius expreifes the Yery fame image with. 
Ifaiah: 

"Ac veluti in fomi1is fiti::ns quum qu~rit, & humbr 
"Non dat1u, a:-<lorcm in membris qui fiinguere poflit 1 

"Se<l laticum fimulachra petit, frnfrra4uc l~bor.lt, 
"In me<lioqne fitit torrenti flumine potlns." 

IV. l 091. 

YOL. I L Il•iJ .. 
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Ibid. -their armies and their towers-7 For 
i1ll1!l7.:l1 n'J:::, I read with the Chalcl. 0111:::l~i t:JNJ~. 

9. They are drnnken, but not with wine.] Sec 
Kote on chap. LI. 21. 

I I. I cannot read it-] An Antient ~Is and J,XX 

haw prefervecl a word here, loft out of the Text, 
J'l)1p?, (for J'l~1p?,) C<Y~1tVXV~t. 

13. J EIIOYAH-] For ,:l1N fixty-thrce l\tss, and 
three Editions, read ;,i:,,, and five :.rss add :,,:,,. 

Ibid. And vain-7 I read, for ,;,n,, ,:,rn, with 
LXX, Matt. XY. 9- l\'fark VII. 7. ;,_ml, fcir i110?r.l, 
0'1b?O, with Chald. 

17. Ere Lebanon be~ome like Cmnel-J A Ma­
ihal, or prm-crLial faying, exprdEng any great re­
,·olution of things; ancl, when refpctting two fub­
je~s, an entire reciprocal change: cxplainu.l here 
by fame interpreters, I think with great probability, 
as !1aving its p;·i;xipal .-icw beyonrl the rernlutions 
1hen near at hand; to the rcjell:ion of the Jews, and 
the calling of the Gentiles. The firft were the vine­
yard of God, ?N o,~, (if the Prophet, who loves 
an allufion to words of like founds, may be fuppofed 
to ha,·e in,ended one here,) cultirntcd and watered 
by him in ,ain, to be gi.-en up, and to become a 
wildernefa: compare c h:1p. v. 1 -7. The lait bad 
heen hitherto h:,rren, but were, by the grace of 
God, to be renllered fruitful. See :Matth. xx1. 43. 
Rom. xr. 30, 3 1. Carmel ftands here oppofed to 
Lebanon, and therefore is to be taken as a proper 
name. 

2 r. -that plead eel, in the g~,tc J "They are heard 
bv tl!e . t~c:ifurer, mafrcr of the horfe, and other 
principal officers of the regrncy [ of 1\lgiers,] who 
1it conihntly in the gate of the palace for t!1;lt pur­
pole :" [ that is, the difrributioa of juftice.J Shaw, 
TraYels, p. 315. fol. He adds, in the I\ote, "Th:tt 
we read of die !:.,L!:n in the gate, Deut. :-: :: r r. 15, 

and 
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nnd xxv. 7. and If. xxrx. 21. Amos v. 10. of him 
that reprovetl, and rcbuketb in the gate. The Otto­
man Court likewife feems to have been called the 
Port, from the diftribution of juftice, and the dif­
pat.ch of public bu1inefs, that is carried on in the 
gates of it." 

22. -the GoJ of the houfe of Jacob.] I read 
,N, as a noun, not a prepofition: the parallel line 
farnurs this fenfe; and there is no addrefs to the 
houfe of Jacob, to juftify the other. 

Ibid. -covered with confufion J ",,,n,, Chald. 
ut o [f-Lc.a6aAE1] Theod. evrpa7r,;rrcra1, Syr. iiEJm, 
videtur legendum ii:Jn': hie enim folum legitur 
,·erbum ,,n, nee in linguis affinibus habet puc.loris 
fignificationem." SECKER. , 

23. When his children fhall fee-] For ,m~i.:i, 
I read nNi:i, with 1.xx, and Syr. 

C II A P. XX."'\:. 

1. \Vho ratify covenants-J Heb. "Who pour 
ont a libation." Sacrifice and libation n·cre cere­
monies conftantly _ufed, in anticnt times, by moft 
nations, in the ratifying of covenants: a libation 
therefore is ufed for a covenant, as in Greek the 
word o-,;ro~a;1, for the fame reafon, ibnds for both. 
This feems. to be the moft eaf y explicatio;i of the 
Hebrew phraCc; and it h:.1s the authority of the Lxx, 
~'lfo.r;T".1" rri,;,9rJ;tw. 

4. -at H::wesJ Six ;\lss, and perhaps fix others, 
read OJn, in ,·ain, for DJn, Hanes; and fo a1fo Lx:x, 
who read likcwife WJ', laboured, for iYl.l', ar­
rh·ed at. 

p 2 
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5. -were at11amed-J Eight Mss (one An-
tient,) read ll".:lil, without ~- So Chald. and Vulg. 

Ibid. But proved-] Four Mss (three Antient) 
after\:, add ON, which ieems wanted to corn.pleat the 
phrafe in its uti..1al form. 

6. The burthen-J NIV~ feems here to be taken 
in its proper fenfe; the load, not the oracle. The 
fame fubject is continued ; and there feems to be no 
place here for a new Title to a diftincl Prophecy. 

Ibid. -a land of diftrefs-J The fame deferts 
are here f poken of, which the Ifraelites pafled 
through, when they came out of Egypt; which 
Mofes defcribes, Deut. VIII. 15. as "that great 
and terrible wildernefs, wherein were fiery ferpents, 
and fcorpions, and drought; where there was no 
/water." And which was defi.gned to be a kind of 
barrier between t.hem and Egypt, of which the Lord 
had fa.id, " Ye fball henceforth return no more that 
\Yav." Deut. xv II. 16. 

6. -will not profit them J A MS. adds in the 
margin the word 10~, which feems to have been loft 
out of the Text: it is authorized by Lxx, and 
Vulg. 

7. Rahah the Inacti,·e] The two la.ft words, o;, 
.ti:JV, joined into one, make the Participle Pihel 
n.Jt!lnil. I find, that the learned Profeffor Doeder­
lcin, in his \'nfion of Ifaiah, and Note on this 
rl:ice, Ins giYen the fame conjectur~; which . he• 
t"peaks of as h:win;,:; been formc-rly pubhihed by htm . 
.:\ concurrence of d ifterent pcrfons in the fame con­
jd1:urc 3dc\s to it a. greater dc>grec of probability. 

8. For a teftimonyl ,y',, lo Syr. Cluld. Vulg. 
and LXX, in :c-1ss Pachom. :rncl I D. II. ~1f p.u~7Ltto1, 

which two words have been loft out of the other co­
pit.:;; of LXX. 

12. -in obliql:ity] !V~~•:J, tranfpofing the two 
l:ift lettc rs of v'Vl':t, in cpprr!iicn, \·:h ich frcms not 

to· 
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to belong to this place : a very probable conjecl:ure 
of Houbigant. 

13. -a [welling in :i. high wall] It has been ob­
fcr\'ed before, that the buildings of Afia generally 
confift of little better than what we call mud-walls. 
" All the houfes at Ifpahan, fays Thevenot, (vol. 
I r. p. I 59.) are built of bricks made of clay and 
.11:raw, and dried in the fun; and covered with a 
platter made of a fine white:fto~e. In ?ther places 
m Perfi.a, the houfrs are brnlt with nothmg elfe but 
fuch bricks, made with tempered clay and chopped 
ftraw, well mingled together, and dried in the fun, 
and then ufed : but the_ leaft rain diffolves them:•· 
Sir John Chardin's :Ms. Remark on this place oflfa­
iah is very appofite: " Murs en Afie etant faits de 
terre fe fendent ainfi par milieu & de haut en bas:" 
This ihews clearly how obvious and exprdfive the 
image is. The Pfalmift has in the fame manner 
made ufc of it, to exprefs fudden and utter deftruc­
tion: 

"Ye fhall be flain all of vou ; 
"[Ye !hall be] like an ii1cli11ing wall, like a !hnttered 

" fence. 11 Pr. LXII. 4· 

14. -and fpareth it not] Five :-.1ss add the con-
juncl:ion 'I to the negative; N~'I. • • 

I 7. -ten thuufa.nd-J In the fecond line of .this. 
nrfe a word is manifeftly omitted, which foould 
anfwer to one tho11fi1nd in the firft: LXX fopply woA-: 
/\.01, O\:i,. But the true word is i"lJ.:n; as, I am 
perfuaded, _any one will be convinced, who will 
compare the following paifages with this place: 

" How fhould one chafe a thoufand ; 
" And two put ten thoufand [i1JJ1] to flight." 

Deut. xxxrr. 30. 

p 3 "And 
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" And five of you 1hall chafe a hundred; 
" And a hundred of you 1hall chafe [ :,;3:ii] ten 

"thoufand." Lev. xxv1. 8., 

1 8. -1hall he expect in filcnce J For o,,~, he 
/hall be exalted, which belongs not to this nlace, 
Houbigant reads c:ii•, he jha!l be JiJent: and• fo it 
feems to be in a :c.rs. Another l\Is inftead of it reads. 
:rnv,, he _IJ.1all return. The miftakes occafioned by 
the fimilitude of the letters 1 and , are Ycrv fre­
qu~nt, as the reader may h:1"e already obferve·d. 

19. When a holy peopk-J ilaoq dy10;; Lxx, 
tv)1i' ov. The word w1,i', loit out of the Text, but 
happily fupplied hy LXX, clear., up the fenfc, other­
wife extremely obfcme. 

Jbid. -1h~lt implore him with weeping] The 
negative particle N? is not acknowledged by LXX. 

It may perhaps have been written by miftakc: for ,,, 
of which there are many examples. 

'.!O. Though JEHOVAH-] For '~1N, fixteen 
?-.!8S, and three Editions, han m;,•. 

2 I. -to the right, or to the lefr] Syr. Chald. 
Vulg: tranflate as if, inftead of ':J)-':l, they read 
~',,.:-~', 
.. _ 22. And ye ihall treat-] The very prohibition 
of J\1ofes, Dcut. v11. 25. only thrmvn out of the 
profe into the poetical form. " The grann images 
" of their gods ye 1hall burn with foe: thou fhalt 
'-' not dcfae the filver or the gold that is on them; 
" nor take it unto thee, left thou be fnarccl therein; 
"fer it is an abomina~ion to JEHOVAH thy God." 

2 5. the mighty-] c:::,1',i;il'.), f1-c1ai ou;, Sym. fl.::­
•1a.ilt V'f'-' vouq' Aquila. r.:i,:i,' Chakl. 
' 26. -:fball be fevenfolclj The Text adds, ,u~::i 
tl''.,";j\1 r,j.,JtV, "~s the light of feven days," :~ mani­
fefi crlofs, taken in from the margin: it is not in 
moil of the copies of 1.,xx, it int\:rrupts the rhy_th-

• m1cal 
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mical conftrufl:ion, and obfcures the fenfc by a 
fa.lie, or at leaH: an unneceffary, interpretation. 

2 i · -the flame-] :1NtlllJ ; this word fcerns to 
be rightly rendered in our tranflation, the flame, 
Juel. xx. 38 ancl 40, &c. a fign of fire, Jer. VI. I. 

c1lled properly ;,~1!1r.J, an ele·vation, from its tending 
upwards. 

28. -to tofs the nations with the Yan of perdi­
tion J The word m:,;-1;', is in its form very irregular. 
Kimchi fays it is for 91J:,',. Houbigant ii.1ppofes it 
to be a miftake, and :01ews the caufe of it ; the 
joining it to the·;,, which ihould begin the follow­
ing word. The true reading is 01,~;, t)'jil?. 

The Vnlgate fecrns to be the only one of the an­
tient interpieters, who has explained rightly the 
frnfe ; but he has dropped the image : " ad per­
" dendas gentes in nihilum." Kimchi's explanation 
is to the following effect: " ;,E)j is a nn with which 
they winnow corn ; and its ufe is to cleanfe the corn 
fro~1 the chaff and ftraw : but the van, with which 
God will winnow the nations, will be the van of 
emptinefs, or perdition ; for nothing ufeful !hall re­
main behind, but all ihall come to nothing, and 
periih. In like manner, a bridle is defigned to 
guide the horfe in the right way ; but the bridle, 
which Goel will put in the jaws of the people, ihall 
not di reel: them aright, but ihall make them err, 
;i,nll lead them into deltruction." This latter image 
the Propliet has applied to the fame fubject after­
warcl, eh. xxxn1. 2.9. 

" I will put my bridle in thy jaws, 
•• And tum thee back by the way in which thou camcf1." 

And as to the former it is to be obferYed, that the 
,·an of the anti1:nts was a large inH:rument, fomewhat 
like a i110vcl, with a long han<lle, with which they 
tpifrd the corn mixed with the chaff anc.l chopped 

r 4 fhaw 
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i1raw into the air, that the wind might feparate 
them. See Hammond on IVfatth~ 11 r. 1:1. 

3 r. He, that was-,:] ~' PoD: ,it,:-t forte excidit 
'1V~." SECKER. 

• 3·2. -the rod of cor-rection] For n,c,~, the 
grounded ftaff, of which no one yet has been able to_ 
make any tolerable fenf e. Le Clerc conjectured 
nip1n, of con·ettion ; foe Prov. xxu. 15. and fo it 
is in two Mss, (op.e of them Antient,) an<l (eems to_ 
be fo in th;:! Bodley Ms. Syr. has m::i:viwi, virga do­
nians, vel fubje~ionis. 

Ibid. -againft them J For n:i, fifty-two Ms i- ,_ 

ttnd five Editions, read o.:i. 
Ibid. -with tabrcts and harps] vVith c ... ·cry clc­

·monftration of joy and thankfgiving for the defrruc­
tion of the enemy in fo wonderful a manner : with 
11ymns of praife, accompani~d with mufi.ql inftru~. 
ments. Sec Yer. 29. 

33. For Tophet is ordained-:--:-::-] Tophet is a val­
ley very near to. J erufalem, to the foutli-eaft, called 
::.lfo the Valley of Hinnen, or Gehenna; where the 
Canaanites, and ::fterwards t!":.e !fraelites, fa.crificed 
their children, by making them pafs through the 
fire ; that is, by l:rnrning them in the fire, to Mo_­
loch. It is therefore ufrcl as a place of p1111iD1ment 
hy :fire; :..nd by our bleffed S:t\·iour in die Gofpel 
for hell-fire: as the Jews thcmfelves had applied it: 
fGC Cbald. Oft Ifaiah, XXXIIL 14. where □~v •ip,~ 
is i;enrlered ': d1e Gehrnna of en:rlafr·ng fire." Here 
tr.e phcc \v.hcre the !Ulj·ri:rn ::umy v;as cleftroyed 
is calkd Tophl:t hy a 1nd9:~ymy; for the Afl)Tian 
~:-1r.y w;is deil :-oyt:d probahl y at a greater clifl:ance from, 
Jc. ufolcm, and quite on the oppofite fole of it: for 
J.',1\1b is mentioned as the Jafi fration, from, which, 
the kir.g of A11)'ria il1ould threaten Jernfalem, chap. 
x. _-:;2. where the Prophet feems to haYe gi\·c9- a H:ry 
~xacl c horographical defr:ription of hi_5 m:i.rch in order 
t(} ;,track the City. • 

CIL\R 
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CH 1\ P. XXXI. 

1, Who trufr-,-J For ',31i 1m0 twenty r.rss, and 
~xx, and Vulg. read ;31, without the conjunction. 

2. -his word] ,,~,, fingular, without ,, MS. 
and Lxx, and Targ. Hierof. 

4. Like as the lion-] This comparifon is ex­
actly in the fpirit and manner, and very nearly ap­
'pro:1ching to the exprefiion of Homer: 

I) N < C t ~ 
)1 0 1,UEV, w;E i\:G<'V op,rnreo+Of, oc; t'r.lOW,Z~ 

f:!.;JuY :1) %ef1:,_;,, ;~:),:TIXI d: E .9vJJ-Of "'Yi'JV:.,f, 
M;),c:;:, v:-,~p1,c·c1-:-a, ;ev.1 Elf w t1,uvov do,u.ov {l\0c-iv• 

E1r.Ep ya.p 'X.: ive:rn 'w ap' avrocp, (3:.,roeaq av'Spa~ 
~v;, 1w,1 ;taJ 6i,,_c:,cn cp,1/\aa-c-c;,,ra.~ -;:,;'.,ft }J-'Y/Aa, 
Ou ,:ix r' a,r,-;p:r o; /J.=f-'-O;f c;v.Gp.010 dm,0a,• 

l C 1 , C )-:_ 

A'J,/\ ,y ap 'Y/ ;;rma1:: f1-E,al,f1-Ei'O~, r/o XIXI CW,O~ 

E67 }F' ,;• w('"T01r,1 .Scr1s- cx7, o 'X,f-tfC~ axon,. 
Iliad XII. 299. 

As the hold lion, mountain-bred, now long 
Fa:nifh'd, with courag~ and with hunger fiung, 
Attempts th~ thn,ngcd fold: him 11ou~l1t appalls, 
Though dogs and armed fhephc,·ds iland in guard 
Colle8ed ; he natblels und:1u11tccl fpring, 
O'er the high fence, and rends the trembling prey; 
Or rufhing onw~rd in his breali receives 
The well aimed (pear, 

Of m~taphors, allegories, and comparifon of the 
Ikbrcw poets, in wliich the Divine nature and at­
tr;lrntcs ,lrc reprcfented under images taken from 
brntcs and other low objects; of their effect, their 
fublimit\·, :mJ the caulcs of it; fee De S. Poe[. 
Htbr. Pr,ekcl. X '"l. fub fin. 

5. leaping 
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5. leaping forward-] The generality of inter­
preters obfen·e in. this place an allufion to the deli­
verance, which God vouchfafed to his people, when 
he deftroyed the firft-born of the Egyptians, and 
exempted thofe of the Ifraelites fojourning among 
them by a peculiar interpofition. The fame worn. 
is P1a~e ufe of here, whic_h is nfcd upon that occa­
fion ; and which gave the name to the Feaft, which 
was inftituted in commemoration of that deliverance ; 
no9. But the difficultv is, to reconcile the com­
ll?only received meaning of that word with the cir­
cumfi:ances of the :fimilitude here u!ecl to illuftrate 
the delh·erance, reprefented as parallel to the deli­
verance in Egypt. 

"As the mother-birds hovering over their young; 
" So fhall J EHOL\ !i God of hofo protecl J t:rufakm, 
"Frotc8:i:1g and ddivering, p11J/ing ovo-, and refcuing 

" her." 

This difficulty is, I think, well Coh-ccl by Vitrin­
ga; whofc remark is the more worthy of obferYa­
tion, as it leads to the true meaning of an important 
word, which hitherto feems greatly to have been 
mifunderftood; though Vit,inga hirnfelf, as it ap­
pears to me, has not exaA:ly enough defined the 
mcci:e rne:.rning of it. I Ic fays, " no9 fignifies to 
~, cover, to protcft by covering; a-Y..e;; ea'..<! ~p.cxf, 

"LXX. JEHOYAH cf;t,gct oftium:" whereas it 
m:-:ins that particular atl:ion or motion, by which 
GoJ at that time placed himfclf in fuch .a. fitnation 
as to prntccl: the boufc of the Ifraelite againft the 
rlcft,oying angel: to fpring fon.varrl, to throw one's 
fclf in the way, in order to coYcr anti protect. Coc­
ceim comes nearer to the true meaning than Vitrin- • 
ga, by rendering it, xri1dum fuccre, to march, to 
fiep forward. Lexicon in ,·. 'The common meaning 
of the word nog upon other occafiuns is to halt, tQ 
b(; b.mc, to leap in a rude manner of dancing, (as 

tl1c 
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the prophets of Baal did, I Kings xv111. ·26.) all 
which agrees very ,vell together; for the motion of 
a lame perfon is a perpetual fpringing forward, by 
throwing himfelf from the weaker upon the fhonger 
leP-. The corr.mon notion of God's pafling orer the 
hiufcs of the Ifraclites is, that in going through the 
bncl of Egypt to finite the firft-born, feeing the 
blood on the door of the houfes of the Ifraelites, he 
paffed over, or ikipped, thole houfes, and forebore 
to fmite them. But that this is not the true notion 
of the thing, will be plain from confidering the 
words of the fi,.cred hdori::m: where he defcribes 
•;ery explicitly the attion: " For J EIIO v AH will 
'' pals through, to finite the Egyptians; and when 
" lie iceth the blood on the lintels and on the two 
"ii.tic pofts, JEHOVAH will fpring forward over (or 
before) the door, n,iEJ:i ?ll m:i~ no::i,, and ,vill not 
" fuffer the defrroyer to come into your houfes to, 
" fmitc ycu." Exod. x 11. 23. Here arc manifeftly 
two diftinB: :igents, with which tlie notion of po./Jing 
o~•ff is not contifient; fur that fuppofes but one 
agent: the two agents arc the dcftroying angel 
paiung through to fmite every houfc; and JEHOVAH 

the protecl:or, keeping pace with him; and who, 
feeing the door of the Ifraelite marked with the 
blood, the token prcfcr:bcn, leaps forward, throws 
himfclf with a fuddcn motion in the wav, oppofes 
the cleihoying angel ; and COYers and proteB:s that 
houfc againft, the defiroying angel, nor fuffcrs him 
to finite it. In this way of confickring the action, 
the beautifu_l fimilitudc of the bird protecl:ing her 
young, anf\;·crs cx::1.ctly to the application by the al­
hdion to the deliverance in Egypt; as the mother 
bird f preads her wings to cover her young, throws 
herfelf before them, ancl oppofcs the rapucious bird 
that a(faults them, fo 1lrnll J E!IOYAH protelt, as 
,yith a ihicld, Jerufalcm from the enemy, protclting 

~nd 
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and delivering, fpringing forward and refcuing her: 
vr.ci';a,li~.w, as the three other Greek interpreters, 
Aquila, Symmachus, and Theodotion, render it : 
LXX, 'liTEpn:o,;iancu; inftead of which MSS Pachom. 
has '<4"te1(;110-Ern1, circumcundo protrgct, which I think 
is the true reading. Homer (ll. VIII. 33r.) ex­
preffes the very fame image by this word : 

All.i,(X. .9:=wv w:ptbi'/, xa1 01 rrca .. r;; a11-'{;,e;1ai .. v~c: 

--" But Ajax his bro~d ihield difplay'd, 
"And fcreen'd his brother with a mighty ihade.,, 

C X pp ' --0; puo-'1-p a11-<P1'cEbl'/XCXG, II. I. 37. 
'\Vhich. the Scholiaft explains by 'lilcp16E6~1let~, ur.cp-
JJ-C.C'X_EI~. ~ 

6. ye haYe fo deeply-] All the antient nrfions 
read ,i''~llfl, in the fecond perfon. 

7. The fin, which their own hands have made] 
The conftrucl:ion of the word N~n,.fin, in this place 
is not ea[y. The LXX h,ffe omitted it: l\lss Pa­
chom. :m<l 1 D. II. and Cod. Marchal. in margine, 
fupply the omifiion by the word d11-a1m"v, or df1-ap-
7'i'Jf'-a, faid to be from Aquila's verfion ': which I have 
followed. The learned profeflor Shroeder, Infiitut. 
Ling. Hebr. p. 298. makes it to be in regimine with 
o::i,,,, as an epithet; your finful hands. The Lx:x;_ 
render the pronoun in the third perfon, a, 'X,ctps!: av­
-rwv; and an Antient MS has, agreeably to tlut ren­
dering, t:li1~, for OJ~; which word they have like­
wife omitted, as not ncceiEtry to complete the fenfe. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. XX."XII. 

1. And princes..'...... J o,,~:v, ,vithout ~; fo the an­
tient veriions. An J\ntient l\IS. has ,,,iu:v, and his 
prmces. 

2 As the fhadow of a great rock J The :iliadow 
of a great projecting rock is the moft refre:iliing that 
is poifible in a hot country, not only as 1110ft per­
fectly excluding the rays of the fun ; but alfo having 
in itfelf a natural coolnefs, which it reflects and 
communicates to e,·ery thing about it. 

" Spcluncxque tegint, & faxea procu"net umbra." 
Virg. Georg. III, 145. 

" Let the cool cave and fr.ady rock protecl: them." 

E,.-E, ;rnpaA,JV r..Cd yovv!X.a "I:1:10; o/s,, 

At.1aJ\EO~ d, ,E 7.,p:,;~ =~--;o ;c:x~-,.,,.!X-:~;· :(J\J.::.: ,o;• r,diJ 
En1 WETpxn1 T:: rnw;, xw D.G'i·.1;1,; o,v~~-

Hefiod. r r. 206. 

\Vhen Sirius ragrs, and thine aching head, 
Parch'd ikir1, a11<l feeble knees rcfrdhment need; 
Then to the rock's projected ihadc retire, 
\Vith Biblin wine recruit thy w::iikd row'rs. 

3. An<l him the eyes] For N,1, Le Clerc re1ds 
,;,, of which rniftakc the l\hiorett5 acb.owlege 
there are fifteen inftanccs: and m:rnv more are rec-­
kone<l bv others. The remornl of the nee-ative re­
ftorcs to. the ,·erb its true an<l ufual fenfe . ..., 

6. The fool will ilili utter folly] A fort of pro­
nrbial faying; which Euripidt.o (Bacch.::e, 369.) 
li,ts exprcfled in the very fame rrunner an<l words: 
ft-:~'?{;(. ya,J /.1-:,.::,:;,; i.ry:1; Of thi5 kin<l of fimple ::tncl 

?, 
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unadorned proverb or par:ible, fee De S. Poef. Hebr. 
Pndecl:. xx1v. 

Ibid . .Againfl: JEHOVAH] For ?N, two ~rss re:i.d 
~:V, more properly. 

7. As for the niggard his inO:ruments-J His 
machinations, his defigns. The Paronomafia, which 
the Prophet frequently deals in, fuggefted this ex­
prcffi.on: ,,~:, ,',:,,. The firil: word is exprefled with 
fame variety in the Ms s : fewn Ms s read ,,,:,,, one 
Z,::ii, another ,',,:ii. 

Ibid. And to defeat the 2.11ertions-J A word 
feems to have been 1011: here, :rn:l two others to ha,·e 
fofiered a frnall alteration; which has made the fen­
tence very ob!cure. The LXX have happily retained 
the rendering of the loft word, and reftored the fcn­
tence in a11 its parts; xe,11 ~1C(u%f?C.:'To:1 Aoyouq Tc.:r.E,vwv 

<V x.~w-.i" ro::,vr.i:i r1'.JN ,,:i, i:i;i,,. They frequently 
'render the verb iEli1 by 610:,nc=ha-cu. A MS. reads 
,:i,1?,; which gives authority for the prepofition ', 
necefl:1ry to the ferrfe ; and LX x, S3 r. Chald. read 
~!JV~.J-

8. And he by his generous-] '' Of the four 
~' forts of perfons mentioned, ver. 5. three ,1.re de­
" lcribcd, ver. 6, 7, :rnd 8. but not the fourth." 
SECKER. Perhaps for ;:.nm we Ol,ght to read l!Wi. 

I 1. ginl the fackcloth-J j)ll', fackcloth, a word 
neceffary to the fenfc is here loft; but pref erved by 
Lxx, ;-.rss Alex. anu Pacho:n. and 1 D. II. ancl 
Edit. Ald. and Comp. ;i_nd 1\rc,b. and Syr. 

!bid. Tremble-be difguicted-ftrip ye-] ;,1.:1,, 
nt:'.l:.!':El, ~~c. Th~fc at·e Infinitives, with a p1ragogic 
ii, according to Schultens Ir:frin'.t. Vng-. Ilcbr. p. 
453. ::i.nd :!re to be taken in an Jmpc:-::ti,·e fcnfe. 

1'.!. l\fourn ye for the pleafant ticld] The r.xx, 
Syr. :rnd Vulg. read ,,:10, mourn ye, Imperative: 
tv.-dvc :-.rss, (fo·e Anticnt,) two Etlitions, r,xx, 

An'l;Jl - -1' ... J 
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Aquila, Sym. Theod. Syr. \'ulg. all reaJ i11'0,field; 
not '1!t', b,eajls. 

13. -and the brier ilia]) come up J All the an­
tient ,·erfioas read i 1i.l!Vi, with the conjunclion. And 
an Antient l\IS. has lJ i1?Yn, which frems to be 
right; or rather i1.J: and there is a rafure in the 
place of i.J in another Antient MS. 

Ibid. Yea m·er all-] For ,:::,, the antient ver­
fions, except Vulg. feem to have read ,. ,:::, .may 
perhaps be a mifrake for iJ. or i1.J above mentioned. 
It is not neceifo.ry in this place. 

I 3-18. O,·er the land of my people-J This 
defcription of impending dill:rcis belongs to_ other 
times th:rn that of Senacherib's invaiion, from which 
they were fo foon deliYerccl. It nrnit at leait extend 
to the rnin of the country an,l city by the Chalde­
am. And the prornife of bleffings, which follows, 
was not folfilled under the ~fofaic <lifpenfation; they 
belong to the kingdom of Mefliah. Compare Yer. 
15. with chap. xx,x. 17. and fee the Note there. 

14. Ophc!J 1t \\':l.S a p:trt of mount Sion, riiing 
higher than the refl:; at the eaftern extremity, near 
to the Temple, a little to the fouth of it: called hy 
l\llicah, 1v. 8. " Ophel of the daughter of Sion." 
It was naturally frrong by its :firuation, and had a 
wall of its own, by which it was frparated from the 
reft of Sion. 

15. And the fruitful field] ,~i:::,;,i, fifteen Mss, 
(fix Antient,) and two Editionj: which feems to 
make the noun an app<:llati\-c. 

19. The city !hall be bid level with the plain] 
For i1?:)!V:n, • Syr. :-cads ii?:Jv:;,. 'l'hc city, pruuably 
Ninivch, or Babylon: but this veric is ,·ery obicure. 
" Saltus; 1\H)-riorum regnum: ciYitas; nugnifica 
" Affyriorum caftr::i.." Ephrx:n. Syr. in loc. For ,,~, .. 
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.,.,:)II, a. MS. has,,~,; and fo conjectured. L\rchbilhop 
Secker, referring to Zech. x1. 2. 

20. who fow your feed in every watery place J 
Sir John Chardin's Note on this place is: " This 
exactly anf wers the manner of planting rice; for 
they fow it upon the water: and before fowing, 
while the earth is covered with .water, they caufe the 
ground to be trodden by oxen~ horfes, and affes, 
who go ~id-leg deep; and this is the way of pre­
paring the ground for fowing. As they fow the rice 
on the water, they tranfplant it in the water." Har­
mer's Obferv. 1. p. 280. " Rice is the fr,od of two­
" thirds of mankind." Dr. Arbuthnot. " It is cul­
" tivated in moft of the eaftern countries." Miller. 
" It is goog. for all, arnl at all times_;, Sir J. Char­
din, ibid. " Le ris qui eft leur principal aliment & 
leur froment (i. e. des Siamois) n'eft jamais affez ar­
rofe; il croit an milieu de l'eau, & les campagnes 
ou on le cultive rcfiemblent plutot a de marets que 
non pas a des tcrres qu'on laboure aYec b charue. 
Le ris a bien cette force, que quay qu'il y ait fix oli 
fept pieds d'e2.u fur lui, il pouffe toujours fa tige ali 
deffus, & le tuyau qui le portc s\:lcve & croit a pro-. 
portion de la h:rnteur de l'eau qui noye fon champ." 
Voyage de l'Eveque de B-:ryte, p. 1..i+ Paris; 
1666. 

CHAP; 
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C II A P. XX..."'\.III. 

2 ,., .. 
-:, 

The pb.n of the Prophecy, continued in this chap­
ter, and which is manifefily difiinc'r from the fore­
going, is peculi:uly elegant. To fet it in a proper 
light, it will be necdfary to mark the tranfitions 
from one part of it to another. 

fo vcr. r. The Prophet addreifes himfelf to Sena­
cherib, briefly, but ihongl y and elegantly, expref­
fing the injuftice of his amoitious defigns, and the 
fudden difappointment of them. 
• ver. 2. The Jews are introduced offering up their 
earneft fupplications to God in their prefent diftrefs­
ful condition; with expreffions of their truft and 
confidence in his protection. 

ver. 3 and 4- The Prophet, in the name of God, 
or rather God himfelf, is introduced addreffing him­
felf to Senacherib, anc.l. threatening him, that not­
withfianding the terror which he had occafi.onec.l. in 
the invaded countries, yet he fhould fall, and be­
come an eafy prey to thofe whom he had intended 
to fubdue. , 

ver. 5 and 6. A chorus of Jews is introduced, ac: 
knowleging the mercy and power of Goc.l., who had 
undertaken to protect them; extolling it with direct 
oppo11tion to the boafi:ed power of their enemies ; 
and celebrating the wifdom and piety of their king 
Hezekiah, who had placed his confidence in the fa­
Your of God. 

Then· follO\vs, vcr. 7-9, a defcriptio:1 of the 
difl:rcls and tlefpair of the Jews, upon the king of 
Allyria's marching againft Jcrufalcm, and fending 
his fommom to them to fum:nJer, after the treaty 

YC.JL. u. Q he 
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he had ma<le with Hezekiah on the conditions of 
his paying, as he actually <lid pay to him, three 
hundred talents of fih·cr, and thirty talents of gold. 
2 Kings XYIII. q.-16. • 

ver. ro. Goel him(clf is again introduced, de­
claring that he will intcrpofe in this critical fituation 
of affairs, and difappoint the vain defigns of the 
enemies of his people, by difcomtiting and utterly 
confuming them. 

Then follm,,s, ver. 11-22. frill in the perfon of 
Goel, (which however falls at lafr into that ·of the 
Prophet) a defcription of the dreadful apprehenfions 
of the wicked in thole times of <lifrrefs and immi­
nent danger; finely contrafted with the confidence 
and fecurity of the righteous, and their trufl: in the 
promifes of God, that he will be their never-failing 
firength and prote_ctor. 

The whole concludes, in the perfon of the Pro­
phet, with a defcription of the fecurity of the Jc,ys 
under· the protection of God, and of the wretched 
fiate of Senacherib and his army, wholly difcom­
:fite<l, and expofed to be plundered even by the 
weakdl: of the enemy. 

Much of the bea~ty of this paffage depends on 
the expl:.tnations -abo,·e given of ver. 3 and +· as ad­
,ire1fo1 by the Prophet, or by God himfelf, to Se­
nacherib; not, as it is ufually taken, as aJdrdfrJ 
by the Jews to God, ver. 3; and then, ver. 4, a., 
add::-dfrd to the A1frrians. To fet this in a clear 
light ic may be of uif to compare it with a pa1fage 
of the Prophet Joel:, where, {peaking of the de­
frrutlion caufrd by the locufts, he fets in the fame 
ftrong light of oppofition, as Ifai~1h does here, the 
power of JEIIOV AH, who would <leftroy th;it enemy. 
Thus lfaiah, t0 Senacherib: 

""\\'hen 
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" When thou didil raife thyfelf up, the nations were 
" difperfed - vcr. 3• 

"But now will I arife, faith JEHOVAH; 
"Now will I be exalted." 

And thus Joel, u. '.lo, 21. 

ver. 10,· 

" His ftink ih.:.11 come up, and his ill fa\'oU, !hall 
'' afcend; 

.. Though he hath Jone great things. 
" Fear not, 0 land. be gl4d and rejoice; 
"For JEHO\'AH \viii do great things." 

r. thou plunderer-] See Note on chap. 
XXI. 2. 

Ibid. -when thou art weary~] " 1/i~J::l, alibi 
non extat in s.s. nifi f. Job xv. 2.9. -fimplicius eft 
lcgere in~JJ. Viel. Capell. nee rcpugnat Vitringa. 
Vid. Dan. 1x. 24. il?J, o,r,;,." SECKER. 

2.. our ftrength-J For tlllit, Syr. Chald. Vulg. 
read mi;t, in the firft perfon of the pronoun, not 
the third: the Edition of Felix Pratenfis has· i)'l1))1t 
in the margin. 

3. From thy terrible mice-] Fo·r 1,~:,, LXX, 

and Syr. read 1'CN; whom I follow. 
6. -thy treafurc-] 0 3"a-.:i:v,nr; a-~:;, Sym. He 

had in his copy 1i~N, not ,,:a:~. 
7. -the mighty men raifc a grievous cry J Three 

l\tSS read C'?NiN: that is, Lions of God, or ftrong 
Lions; fo they called vali::mt men, heroes; which 
appellation the Arabians and Periians frill ufe. See 
Bochart. Hieroz. P. I. lib. III. cap. r. " Nialio­
mct ayant reconnu Hamzeh fon oncle pour hommc 
de courage & <le valeur, lui donne le titre ou furnom 
rl' Affacl Allah, qui fignifie, le .Lion de Die_u." 
D'Herbclot, p. 427. And for :,:i:n, Syr. and Chald. 
read iTW;J, whom I follow. Chald. Syr. Aquila, 
Srm. an<l Theod. read tlil::• :-rNiN, or mr,,: with 
\,:h:it muning, is not clear. 

Q 2, 9. -are 
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9. -are ftripped-J Lxx, q;cmpa Eq0tt they read 
n,~.:i,. 

1 r .. And my fpirit-J " For o::im,, read 
,o::i ,n,,." SECKER. Which reading is confirmed 
hy Chald. where ,,~,o, my wurd, anfwers to ,r,,,, 
my fpirit. . 

15. -the propofal of blood-111ed] A ::11s. reads 
Cl'Q1~. 

18. \Vhere is he that numbered the towers?] 
That is, the commander of the enemy's forces, who 
furveye<l the fortifications of the city, and took an 
account of the highth, ftrength, and :fituation of 
the walls and towers ; that he might know where to 
make the aifault with the greateft advantage: as Ca­
paneus before Thebes is reprefented in a paffage of 
the Phcrniffrc of Euripides, which Grotius has ap­
plied as an illuftration of this place : 

EY..m-~; bna uJeo:rblX'1"EI~ TEXJLIXip:rnl . 

Ilt'ey.:,.;v, IXYWTe xa, xonw -ra·x,11 J-'•Tpw:r. ver. 187. 

20. Thou ihalt fee-] For mn, read mnn, with 
the Chaldee. Houbigant. 

21. But the glorious name of JEHOY AH-] I 
take □1" for a noun, with L~x, and Syr. fee Pr. 
:xx. 1. Prov. xv 111. 10. 

23. Thy maft-J For c:n,n, their majl, Syr. 
reads l'Jir,. Lxx, and Vulg. 1Jir,, J 11;0; u0v <;~1,1:i,v· 
thy majl is fallen ajide: LXX. they ieem to have read 
i1~), or (m:i,) 1:iir,; or rather p N~, is not firm, 
the negative having been·omittcd in the prefent text 
bv miibkc. IIowevet, I ha,·e followed their fenfe, 
w·hich fccms Hry probable; as the prefent reading 
is to me extremely obfcure .. 

'.l4. Neither ih:111 the· inhabitant fay-] This 
verfr is fomcwh:it obfrure: the meaning of it feems 
to be, th::t the :trmy of Senacherib 1hall by the 
1:~:.ike of God be :-eclucccl to fo ihattercd ancl Co weak 

a con-
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a condition, that the Jews fhall fall upon the remains 
of them, and plunder them without refiftance: that 
the moft infirm and difabled of the people of Jeru• 
falem fhall come in for their fhare of the fpoil; the 
lame fhall feize the prey; even the fick and the dif­
eafed fhall throw afide their infirmities, and recover 
H:rcngth _enough to haften to the general plunder. • 

The laft line of the verfe is parallel 'to the firft, 
and expreifes the fame lenfe in other words. Sick­
nefs being confidered as a vifitation from God, and 
a punifhment of fin; the forgivene[s of fin is equi­
valent to the removal of a difeafe. Thus the Pfal­
mift: 

" \V!10 forgivcth all thy fin; 
" And healeth all thine infirmities." Pf. CIII, 3· 

\Vhere the latter line only varies the expreffion of 
the former. And our bleifed SaYiour reafons with 
the Jews on the fame principle: "Whether is it ea­
" fier to fay to the fick of the palfy, Thy fins are 
" forgi,·en thee; or to fay, Arife, and take up thy 
" bed, and walk?" l\fark 11. 9. See alfo Matth. 
vru. 17. If. LIII. 4. Qui locus Ifaia:!, "1 Pet. u. 
~4. refertur ad remifiionem peccatorum : hie ,,ero 
ad fanationcm morborum, quia cjufdem potentire & 
bonitatis eft utrumque prxib.re; &, quia peccatis 
remiffis, & morbi, qui frucl:us font peccatorurri, 
pell untur ." vV ctH:cin on 1Vlatth. v 1 r 1. 1 7. • 

That this prophecy was exactly fulfilled, I think 
we may gather from the hiftory of this great event 
given by the Prophet himfelf. It is pbin; that He­
zekiah, by his treaty with Senacherib," by which he 
agreed to pay him three hundred talents of fih·er and 
thirty. talents of gold, had ftripped himfelf of his 
whole trcafure: he not only gave him all the filver 
and gold that was in his own treafur}·,. and in that 
of the Temple, but was even forced to -cut off the 

'" 3 golJ 
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gold from the do.ors of the Temple and from the 
pillars, with which he had himfelf overlaid them, 
to fatisfy the demands of the king of A~vria ~ but 
after the deftru8:ion of the AHyrian army we find, 
that he " had exceeding much riches, and that he 
~, made himfelf treafuries for filver, and for gold, 
"and for precious ftones," &c. 2 Chron. xxxu. 
'),7. He was fo rich, that out of pride and vanity 
he difplayed his wealth to the ambaffadors from Ba­
bylon. This cannot be otherwife accounted for, 
than by the prodigious fpoil that was ta~en on the 
deftruclion of the A,ffFian army~ 

C H A P. XXXJV. XXXV. 

Thefe two chapters make one diftincl prophecy ; 
an intire, regular, and beautiful poem, confifting 
of two parts t the .firft containing a denunciation of 
Divine vengeance againft the enemies of the people, 
or ~hurch of God ; the fecond defcribing the 
:flouriiliing ftate of the Church of God, confe -
quent upon th~ execution of thofe judgements. 
The ~venf foretold is reprefentc<l as of the highcft 
importance, and of l,lniverfal concern: all nations 
;ire called upon to att\'!llP to the declaration of it; 
~nd eh~ wrath of God is p.enounced .againft all the 
nations; that is; all thof~ th~t had provoked to an­
ger the defender ~f the ~iwfe qf Sion. Among thofc 
.Eclom is particub.1)y f pecificcJ. Tµe principal pro­
vocation of Edo1n was their infu1tinP the Tews in 
their diftref~, and j~{\"ling ag<1.ipJ;f t1rem wi"th their 
enemies the Chaldeans ; fee Amos i. I 1. Ezek. x xv. 
1~. xxxv. 15. Pf. ~xxxnr. 7. :,\ccorclingly the 
~dumites were·, to_gether with the reft of t~e neigh-

• • pouring 
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bouring nations, ravaged and laid wafte by Nebu­
chadnezzar: fee Jer. xxv. 15-26. Malachi I. 3; 
4. and fee l'vfar111am. Can. Chron. Srec. XVIII. who 
calls this the age of the deftruction of cities. The 
general de,·afration f pre ad through all thefe countries 
by Nebuchadnezzar, may be the e,·ent which the 
Prophet has primarily in Yiew in the xxxrvth chap­
ter: but this event, as far as we h:n-e any account 

• of it in hifiory, feems by no means to ·come· up to 
the terms of the prophecy, or to juftify fo high­
wrought and fo terrible a defcription. And it is not 
cafv to difcovcr what connection the extremelv flou­
rifhing ftate of the Church or people of Go~l, de­
fcribed in the next chapter, could have with rhofe 
events, and how the former could be the confe­
quence of the latter, as it is there reprefented to be. 
By a figure, Yery common in the prophetical wri­
tings, any city, or people, remarkably diftinguiilied 
as enemies of the people and kingdom of God, is put 
for thof e enemies in general. This fee ms here to be the 
cafe with Edom and Botfra. It feems therefore rca­
fonable to fuppofe, with many learned expofitors, 
that this prophecy has a further view to events ftill 
future; to fume great revolutions to be effocl:ed in 
later times, antecedent to that more perfetc ftate of 
the kingdom of God upon earth, and ferving to in­
troduce it, which the holy Scriptures warrant us to 
expect. 

That the xxxvth chapter has a view beyond any 
thing, that could be the immediate confequence of 
thofe events, is plain from e\e,ry part, efpccially 
from the mitldlc of it, Yer. 5, 6. where the miracu­
lous works wrought by our bleffcd Saviour are fo 
clearly f pecified, that we c:innot a,·oid making the 
application: and our Saviour himfclf has moreowr 
plainly referred to this very paifage as [peaking of 
him and his works: Matth. x1. 4, 5. '' He ~bids 
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the difcip1es of John to go and report to their mafter 
the things which they heard and faw; that the blind 
received their fight, the lame walked, and the deaf 
heard:" and leaves it to him to draw the conclufion 
in anfwer to his inquiry, whetht'r he who performed 
the very v:orks, which the Prophets foretold :fhould 
be performed by the MeiEah, was not indeed the 
Meffiah himfelf. And where are tl:efe works fo di­
frinc1:ly marked by. any of the Prophets, as in this 
pface ? and ho~ could they he marked more di­
ftinc1:ly? To th.efe the ftric1:ly litc,al interpretation 
of the Prophet's w01 cls d i,ects us. According to 
t-he allegorical interpretation thry may have a fur­
ther view: this part of the prophecy may run pa­
rallel with the former, and relate to the future ad­
vett of Chrift; to the com·edion of the Jews, and 
their refiitution to their land; to the exten:fion and 
purification of the Chrifl:ian Faith; events predicted 
in the holy Scriptures, as preparatory to it. 
. I. And attend unto me-] A MS. a<lds in this 
line the word '?N, unto me, after o~~N?; which 
feems to be genuine. 

4. And all .the hoft of hca,·cn-J See Note on 
chap. xxn·. 21. & De Sacra Poefi Hebrl£oru·m 
Pr<Bl. ix. 

5. For my f word is made bare in the heaven] 
There feerns to be fame impropriety in this, accord­
ing to the prcfcnt reacling: " my f word is made 
" drunken, or is bathed, in the he!i.vens :" which 
forcftalls, and cxprdfos not in its proper place, 
what belongs to the n~xt verfe: for the f word . of 
JEHOVAH \\'as not to be bathed or glutted with 
blood in· the heavens; but in Botfra a.nd the land cif 
Edom. In the heavens it \\'as only prepared for 
fla.ughtcr. To remedy this, Archbi1hop ?ecker pro­
p0fes to read, for □\t:li!:.'.l,_ c:,rJ,.'.l; rcfemng to J~r. 
XL v r. I o. But enn this 1s pn::maturc, and not m 

its 
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its proper place. The Chalqee, for iTn,,, h~s ,':win, 
fhall be revealed,- or difdofed: perhaps he ·read 
:n~,n or ilnNi.:i. ·what~ver reading, different I 
prefut1e from the preient, he might find in his copy, 
I follow the fenfe which he };las given of it. , • ~ 

Q. For J~JiOY AH ~elel;>rate,~µ a facr_ifice J Eze­
kiel has m.\n.ifeftly imitated _th,is ,place- of .ifaial].: _ he 
hath f et forth -the great !~aders and princ;:es of the 
adverfe powers undt;r the fame emblems .of goats, 
bulls, rams, fatlings, &c. and has: added to the 
boldnefs of the imagery, by ,intr_qducing God asfum­
!IlOfling all (he fowls of the air, and all the beafts of 
the field, and bidding_ t~em to· the feaft,--which 
he has prepared for them by the flaughter of the 
enemies of his people : 

"And thou, fon of man, 
"Thus faith the Lord JEHOVAH: 

" Say to the bird of every wing, 
"And to every beafi of the field: 
"Affemble yourlelves, and come; 
"Gather together from every fide, 
"To the facritice which I make for you, 
"A great fl,rnghter on the mountains of Ifrael. 
"And ye Jhall eat flelh and drink bJood; 
"The tlc!h of the mi~hty !hall ye eat, 
.. And the blood of the lofty of the earth iliall ye drink; 
"Of ram,, of lambs, and of goats, 
~• Of bullocks, all of them the fat ones of Bafan: 
" And ye l11all eat fat till ye are cloyed, 
"And drink blood, till ye are drun:.:Cn; 
"Of my flaughter, which I have flain for you." 

Ezek. xxx1x. 16, 17. 

The fubliinc author of the Revebtion (eh. x1x. 
17, 18.) has taken this image from Ezekiel, rather 
than from Ifaiah. 

7. -with their blood] Oi~,~~: fa an Aniient Ms. 

Syr. and Ch:::.ld. 
8. -the 
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8. -the defender of t,he caufe of Sion J As from 
1,,, t\i~ a judge; fo from :iii, ~,,, an advocate, or 
defender_; Judici Sionis. Syr. • , : . 

I L -over her fcorched plains J The word i1'1M, 
joined to the 12th verfe, embarraffes it, and makes 
it inexplicable., At leaft I do not know, that any 
one has yet made out the conftrucl:ion, or given any 
tolerable explication of it. , I join it to the 1 1 th 
verfe, and fupply a letter or two, which feem to 
bave been loft. Fifteen· Mss, (:fiy'e • Antient,) and 
two Editions, read ;,,,m. , The firft printed edition 
of 1486, I think nearer to the truth, :,1in :,in. I 
read ;,,i,n.), or ;,,i,n ',:i,: fee Jer. x v1r. 6. a Ms. 
has ;,,,n, • and tht Syriac reads min, {audium, join­
ing it to the two preceding words; which he like­
wife reads differently, but without irpproYing the 
fenfe. However, his authority is clear for dividing 
the verfes, as they are here divided. I read c:,~ as 
a noun. They fhall boaft, 1N'1i''; fee Prov. xx. 6. 

13. And in her palaces :fhall f pring up-] ,,v, 
i1\niJl:)1~J, fo read all the Antient Ver:fions. 

J5. Every one her mate] A ::11s. adds ',N after 
i1t,N, which feems neceffarv to the con:lhucl:ion; 
and fo Syr. and Vulg; An~ther MS. adds in the 
fame place /"IN, ,vhich is equirnlent. 

16. For the mouth of JR11ov,\.H] For N1i1, five 
i,.rss, (three Antient,) read :iiil', and another is fo 
corrected: fo likewife r,xx. Two Editions have 
c:,i~, and fo LXX, and Vulg. and a :!\IS. has t:l::tJi'; 
with the rnafculine pronoun inftead of the feminine : 
and fo in the next ,·erles it is Oil;, inftead of 1;i',, in 
fourteen 111ss, fix of thcrn Antient. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. :X..."'L'r.V. 

1. -fhall be glad.] ciWIL'': in a Ms. the o feems 
tu haYe been added ; and ciw is upon a rafure in 
another: none of the antient Verfions acknowlege 
it ; it feems to haYe been a miftake ari1ing from the 
next word's beginning with the fame letter. Sixteen 
.Mss have ci:oiw,, and fin: MSS C:VW'. 

,z, The well wate-retl plain of j ordan J For pii, 
the LXX read l1i'; -rn EFrJf-la -rou I 026Y.,ou. Four l\ISS 

re;i.d rb::t; fee Jo11rna XY. 19. irrigua]ordani, Hou­
bigant. 111'::t, ripa Jordani, Kennicott. See De S. 
Poefi Hebr. Prcdecl:. xx. Not. 

Ibid. For il?, to it; nine 11s s read 7,, to thee. 
See ibid. 

7. -the glowing fand] ~itl'; this word is Ara­
bic, as well as Be brew, ex prefiing in both languages 
the fame thing; the glowing fandy plain, which in 
the hot countries at a diH:ance has the appearance of 
water. It occurs in the Koran, chap. xx1 v. "But 
" as to the unbelievers, their works are like a va­
" pour in a plain; which the thirfty traveller think­
" eth to be water, until, when he cometh thereto, 
" he fimlcth it to be nothing." Mr. Sale's Note on 
this place is; " The Arabic word ftrab fignifies that 
falk appearance, which in the Eaftern countries is 
often ken in fancly plains about noon, rcfembling 
a large Like of water in motion, and is occafioned 
by the reyerheration of the fun beams: [' by the 
quivering undulating motion of that quick fucccfiion 
of vapours and c:diabtiom, which arc extracted by 
the powerful influence of the fun.' Shaw, Tra\', p. 
378.J It fometimcs tempts thirfty traYellcrs out of 

their 
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their way, but deceives them, when they come near, 
cither going forward, (for it always appears at the 
fame diftance,) or quite vanifhes." Q. Cunius has 
mentioned it: " Arenas vapor ~ftivi folis accendit; 
" -camporumque non alia, quam vafti & profundi 
"requoris fpecies efr." Lib. v11. cap. 5. Dr. Hyde 
gives u~ the precifc meaning and derivation of the 
word. '· " Ditl:um nomen [Barca] ilpi~il, fplendo­
rem, feu fplcndentem regionem notat; cum ea regio 
radiis folaribus tarn copiofe colluftretur, ut reflexuni 
ab arenis lumen acleo intenfe fulgens, a longinquo 
fpetl:antibus, ad inftar corporis folaris, aqua.rum 
fpeciem referat; & hinc arenarum fplendor & radia­
tio (ex lingua Perfica petito nomine) dicitur ferab, 
i. e. aqum fuperficies, feu fuperficialis aquarnm fpe­
cies." Annot. in Peritfol. cap. 2. 

Ibid. -fhall fpring forth-] The il, in M~:1,, 
fcems to ha\'e been at firfi tJ in MS. Buell. whence 
Dr. Kennicott concludes it fhould be 01:':l,:li. But 
infiead of this word, Syr. Vulg. and Chald. read 
fome word fignifying to grow, fprinK, up, or abo_und: 
perhaps ~,:1, or ,~,g; or i1~m, yi:1, as Houb1gant 
reads. 

8. And a high wayl The word ,,,, is by mif­
take acl<lecl to the firft member of the fentence from 
the beginning of the following member: fixteei1 
r,rss, (feven Antient,) h:1.ve it but once; fo likev>'ifc 
Syr. , 

Ibid. -err therein] A MS. adds i,::i, which feems 
neceffary to the fenfe: and fo Vulg. per eam. 

Ibid. But He fliall be with them \'.'alking-] 
That is, God ; fee \·er. 4. "vVho fhall dwell among 
" them, ::i.ncl fet them an example, that they ihould 
" follow his ftcps." Our old Engliih ,·erlions 
tran!late<l the place to this purpofe: our !aft tr:rnfla­
tors were miflcd by the authority of the Jews, \\'ho. 
ha,·e abfurdly made a di\·ifion of the ,·crfes in the 
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mi<lft of the fentence, thereby deftroying the con­
frruction ::ind the fenfe. 

9. Neither fhall he be. found there] Three l\I$S 

read N~l, adding the conjunction : and fo likewife 
Lxx, and Vulg. ·And four ·11ss, (one Antient,) 
read N~~', the Yerb, as it certainly ought to be, in 
the 111:1.fculine form. 

For furrher remarks on the two foregoing chap­
ters, fee De S. Poefi Hebr. Prxlect. xx. 

C H A P. X..X.XVI. 

The hifiory of the invafion of Senacherib, and 
of the miraculous defiruction of his army, which 
makes the fubject of fo many of Ifaiah's prophe.:. 
cies, is very properly inferted here, as affording the 
befi light to many parts of thofe prophecies; and as 
almoft neceffary to introduce t~e prophecy in the 
x xx v I rth chapter, being the anCwer of God to He­
zekiah's prayer, which could not be properly under­
fi:ootl without it. vVe find the fame narrative in 
rhe focond book of Kings, chapters xvur. xrx. xx. 
::incl thcfc chapters of Ifaiah, xxxvr. xxxv11. 
XXXVIII. XXXIX. for much the mofi"part, (the ac­
count of the ficknefs of Hezekiah only excepted,) 
:.m: bur a different copy of that narration. The dif­
ference of the rwo copies is little more than what has 
manilcfrly arifen from the mifiakes of tranfcribers: 
they mutually correct each other, and moft of the 
mifrakcs may be perfectly rectified by a colbtion of 
the two· copies, with the afiifrance of the antient 
V crJions. Some few fcntcnccs,- or members of' frn­
tcncc5, arc umitt~d in this copy of Ifai:i.h, \\'hich 
are found in the other copy in the book 0£ Kings: 
whether thdi.: umil!ions were m~de by dcfign or by 
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mifrake, may be doubted : thefe therefore I have 
not inferted in the Tranflation; I 1hall only report 
them in the Notes. 

3. Then came out unto him] Before thefe words, 
the other copy, 2 Kings xv I II. 1 8. adds ;N iNi~,, 
1',oiT, " and they demanded audience of the king." 

5. Thou haft faid] Fourteen Mss, {three An­
tient,) have it in the fecond perfon, nioN; and fo 
the other copy, 2 Kings xv111. 20. • 

6. -in Egypt] Ms. Bodi. adds ,~o, the king of 
Egypt: and fo perhaps Chald. might read. 

7. But if ye fay] Two antient MSS have iim-tn 
in the plural number: fo likewife LXX, Chald. and 
the other copy, 2 Kings xv111. 22. 

Ibid. only before this altar-J See 2 Chron. 
:XXXII. 12. 

12. deftined to eat their own dung l ,::iN,, "that 
" they may eat," as our tran:flation literally renders 
it. But Syr. reads ,::iNO, " that they may not eat;" 
perhaps rightly, and afterwarclni.r,wo,, or ni.nw,, to 
the fame purpofe. 

1 i. -and of vineyards J The other copy, 2 

Kings xvu 1. 32. adds here: " a land of oil-olive, 
" and of honey; that ye may live, and not die : 
" and hearken not unto Hezekiah, when he feduceth 
" you." 

19. -of Sepharvaim-J The other copy, ~ 
Kings xv I II. 34. adds of " Henah and lvah." 

Ibid. have they delivered-J ,::i,, the copulative 
is nor exprefied here by Lxx, Syr. Vulg. and three 
~tss; nor is it in the other copy; Ibid. Houbigant 
reads ,::,i1, with the interrogative particle: a proba­
ble conjecture, which the antient Veriions, above 
quoted, feem to favour. 

21. But the people held their peace J The word 
Ol,'il, the people, is fupplicd from the other copy; 
and is authorized by a :,rs. which infcrts it after i.nN, 

CHAP, 
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C II A P. XX.,'i:.VU. 

7. I will infufe a fpirit into him] " mi i.J r,m 
" never 1ignifies any thing, but putting a fpirit into 
"a perfon; thi:; was wv,u1ux ~.,7'.:ei:~." SECKER. 

9. he fent meficngers again] The word )lC!U'l, 
( a11d he beard) which occurs the feconcl time in this 
,·erfe, is repeated by mi!bke from the b_eginning of 
the Yerfc. It is omitted in an antient MS. It is a 
mere tautology, and embarrafics the fenfe. The 
true reading, infiead of it, is Jll!'i, which the LXX 

read in this place, e<7:"EC:,:Ji·,J;E, and which is preferved 
in the other copy: 2 Kings xrx. 9. "He returned 
'' and ienct'_that is, according to the Hebrew idi­
om, " he fcnt again." 

14. -a!1d read them] c~~,p,,, fa .\ts. Bodi. in 
thi~ place ; and fo the other copy: infiead of inNii",, 
and read it. 

Ibid. _:_and f pre ad thf:111] ii1!lJiEl1i, ii1 is upon a 
rafure in a :-.1s.; which probably was at firfi c. The 
fame mi1hke as in the foregoing Note. 

15. -before 11rnov AH J 'i'hat is, in the fanftu­
ary. For ?N, Syr. Chald. and the other copy, z. 
Kings x1x. 15. rcad 1~:D?. 

I 8. -the nations--] ri~;i:,~:,, the lands; infi:cad 
of this word, which -ddhoys the fenfc, ten :-.1:;s, 

(one Antient,) have here □•u, na:io,;s: \\"hich is un­
doubtedly th~ true reading, being prefcr-i.-ed alfo in 
the other copy, 2 Kings x rx. I 7. Another !\Is. 
fuggefrs another method of rectifying the fenfe in 
tliis place, by reading :i:bJ, their l:ing, infread of 
o::tiN, their land; but it oug!1t to be □:,•:?:J: " :ill 
" the countries and their kine:a." ,--, 

20. Save 
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2.0. Save us, we befeech thee-] The fupplicating 
particle N::1 is fupplied here from eighteen Mss, 
(three Ancient,) and from the other copy. 

Ibid. -that thou JEHOVAH art the only God] 
The word 01n,N, God, is loft here in the Hebrew 
text, but preferved in. the other copy, 2.Kings x1x. 
i 9. Syr. and LXX feem here to have had in their 
copies c•n,N, infiead of n,n\. 

21. Then Ifaiah fent unto Hezekiah] Syr. and 
LXX underftand and render the verb paffively, was 

fant. 
Ibid. -I have heard] 'Ji'.l!l':,IV, this word, neccf­

fary to the fenfe, is loft in this place out of the He­
brc::w text. A MS. has it written above the line in a 
later hand. LXX and Syr. found it in. their copies: 
and it is preferved in the other copy, 2 Kings 
XIX, 20. . 

23. -againfi the Holy One of Ifrael] For ,~, 
the o_ther copy has ,:v, rather more properly. • 

2.4. By thy meflengers-] The text has 1\1J3!, 
thy .fervants: but the true reading feems to be 
71:::iN?O, thy mcffi:ngcrs, as in the. other copy, 2 Kings 
x1x. 23: and as Lxx, and Syr. found it in their 
copies in this place. 

Ibid. -his extreme retreats} The text has mir.J, 
the hir.hth; which fecms to have been taken by mif­
take from the line but one above. A MS. has here 
l)?';), the lodge, or retreat; which is the word in the 
other copy, 2 Kings x1x. 23: and I think is. "the 
true rea<ling. 

25. -ftrange waters] The word t:l'iT, firan.!!;e, 
loft out of the Hebrew text in this place, is fupplied 
from the other copy. A MS. i"t1pplics the word c•J,, • 
many, infte:1<.l of it. 

lbi<l. :.di the Cl!l:.1ls of fenced places] The prin­
cipal cities of .Egypt, the fccnc of his late exploits, 
were chiefly ddem:cu by deep moats, canals, or 

large 



CIIAP. XXXVII, IS A I AH, 

·brae lakes, ma<le by labour and art, with which they 
we~e furrounclecl. See Harmer's Obf. II. p. 304. 
Clau<lian introduces Alaric boafl:ing of his conqueih 
in the fame extravagant manner: 

" Subfidere noRris 
cc Sub pcdibus montes; arc!cere vidimus amnes.­
" Fregi .Alpes, galeifque Padum vicl:ricibus haufi.'' 

De Bello Getic. 516. 

2.6. warlike nations] Cl'::!) 0'?.l. It is not eaf y to 
give a fatisfall:ory account of thefe two wor<ls; which 
h~xe greatly embaraffrd all the interpreters, anticnt 
ancl modern. For □'',.,, I reacl 0'1.l, as the LXX do 
in this place, t9J1;1. The word tl'~J, Vulg. re;;dcrs in 
this place compugnantium; in the parallel place, 2 

Kings xrx. 2.5. pugnantium, and LXX f'--a?u{'--wv, 
fighting, 'lc:arlike. This rendering is as well autho­
rized as any other that I know of, and, with the 
reading of r,xx, perfell:ly clears up the conftruc­
tion. 

27. corn blafied] :1D1V: it cloes not appear, that 
there is any good authority for this word. The true 
reading ieems to be i1El7:V, as it is in four :-,1s:s, (two 
Antient,) here, and in the other copy. 

2.9. I will put my hook in thy nofr J " Et jr£­
num meum: Jonathan Yocem ~Jir.l interprctatus dt 
tl~t, i. e. annulum, fiye uncum, eumquc fcrrcum, 
quern infigunt naribus camel;c: eoquc trahitta•; 
quoniam ilia feris motibns agitur: & hoe ell:, qul)d 
difcimus in T::i.lmudc; 8c carncla cum :mnulo na­
rium: fcilicc.t, egreditur die Sabbathi." Jarchi in 2 

Reg. x1x. 28. " Ponam circulum in n:tribus tuis." 
1-Iieron .. Juft as at this day they put a ring into the. 
nofe of the bear, the buffalo, and other wild beafrs, 
to lead them, and to govern them when they are 
unruly. 

VOL. II. R. 35• 
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35. And the angel-J Before " the angel," the 
other copy, z Kings x1x. 35. adds, " it came to 
pafs the fame night, that"--

The Prophet Hofea has given a phin prediction 
of this miraculous deliverance of the kingdom of 
Judah: 

'' And to the houfc of Judah I will be tenderly merciful: 
"And 1 will fave them by JEHOVAH their God. 
" And l will not fave them by the bow; 
" Nor by fword, nor by battle ; 
'' By horfcs, nor by horfomen .,, Hofca 1. 7. 

C H A P. XXXVIII. 

z. Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall] 
The furniture of an Eaftern divan, or chamber ei­
ther for the reception of company, or for private 
ufe, confifts chiefly of carpets f pread on the floor in 
the middle, and of fophas, or couches, ranged on 
one or more fi.des of the room, on a part raifed 
fomewhat above the floor. On thefe they repofe 
themfelves in the day, and fleep at night. It is to 
be obferve<l, that the corner of the room is the 
place of honour. Dr. Pococke, when he was intro­
duced to the Sheik of' Furfoout, found him fitting 
in the corner of his room. He defcribes another 
Arab Sheik ' as fitting in a corner of a large green 
tent, pitched in the middle of an encampment of 
Arabs ; and the Bey of Girge as placed on a fopha 
in a corner to the right as one entered the room.' 
Harmer's Obf. 11. p. 60. Lady Mary W. Monta­
gu, giving an account of a vifit which fhe made to 
the Kahya's lady at Adrianople, fays, " She ordered 
" cufhions to be gi,·en me, and took care to place 
"me in the corner, which is the place of honour." 

,-., Letter 
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Letter xxx111. The reafon of this feems to be, 
that the perfon, ·fo placed, is diftinguifhed, and in 
a manner feparated from the reft of the company, 
and as it were guarded by the wall on each fide. 
We are to fuppoie Hezekiah's couch placed in the 
fame fituation; in which, turning on either fide he 
muft turn his face to the wall; by which he would 
withdraw himfelf from thofe who were attending 
upon him in his apartment, in order to addrefs his 
private prayer to God. 

4, 5. The words in the Tranfiation included 
within crotchets are fupplied from the parallel place, 
2 Kings xx. 4, 5. to make the narration more per­
fetl:-. I have alio taken the liberty, with Houbigant~ 
of bringing forward the two lafl: verfes of this chap­
ter, and inferting them in their proper places of the 
narration with the fame mark. Kimchi's Note on 
thefc two verfes is as follows: " This and the fol­
lowing vcrfe belong nut to the Writing of Heze­
kiah; and I fee no reafon, why they are written here 
after the \V riting; for their right place is above, 
after t1nd I w;/l proteB this City, ver. 6. And fo 
they ftand in the book of Kings." 2 Kings xx. 7, 8. 
The narration of this chapter feems to be in fame 
parts an abridgement of that of 2 Kingg xx. The 
abridger, having finifhed his extracl: here with the 
I Ith verfe, feems to have obfcn,ed, that the 7th 
and 8th verfcs of 2 Kings xx. were w~ntccl to com­
plete the narration: he therefore adde<l them at the 
end of the chapter, after he had inferred the fang 
of Hezekiah, probably with marks for their infertion 
in their proper places; which nnrks were aft~rwarcls 
negletl:-ed by . tranfcribers. Or a tranfcriber might 
omit them by"miihke, and add them at the end of 
the chapter with fuch marks. Many tranfpoiition:; 
arc, with great probability, to be accounted for in 
the fame way. -

G. I 
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6. I w;ll protect this City-] The other copy, 
!?. Kings xx. 6. acids: " for mine own fake, and 
for the fake of David mv fen·ant :" and the fentence 
ieems fomewhat abrupt {~,ithout it. 

8. by which the fun is gone <lown-J For tv~t.:':J, 
Lxx, Syr. Chalcl. read lV:::l:V:1. Houbigant. Jn the 
hiftory of this miracle in the book of h::.ings, (2 
Kings xx. 9-11 .) there is no mem;on at all made 
of the fun, but only of tbe going b.,ckward of th-3 
fl1adow: which might be effected by a fupernatural 
refraction. The firft o 117'-1~~ in this Yerfe is omitted 
in LXX :\IS. R1ehom. 

9. The writing of Hezekiah.] Here the book of 
Kings cleierts us, the Song of Hezekiah not being 
inierted in ir. Another copy of this Yery obfcure 
pdfagc (obkure not only from the concife poetical 
ftyle, bnt becaufe it is probably nry incorrect,) 
would ha ,·e been of great f ervicc. The :\Is s ancl 
ancient Verfions, efpcciall y the latter, will help us 
to get through fome of the many clifli.culties, which 
we meet with in it. 

1 r. JEIIOVAH-J :,~ il' feems to be iliil' in 1\1S. 

Baell. and it was fo at firil written in another. So 
Syr. See Houbigant. • 

r2. -a :fhepherd's tent-] ,y, is put for ill.'1, 
fay the Rabbins ; Sal. b. Mclee on the place : but 
much more probably is written imperfectly for cr:i,,i. 
See Kote on chap. v. 1. 

Ibid. My life is cut off-] ,J,1:ljJ, this Yerb is 
rendered paffixely, and in the third perfon, by Syr. 
Chald. Vulg. 

13. The laft line of the foregoing ,·erfc, 1l' □W.:> 
')bi1n1.n il?'?, " In the courfe of the <lay thou wilt 
finiih my web," is not repeated at the encl of this 
verfe in the Syriac Verfi.on; and a :\IS. omits it. It 
fecms to haYe been inferted a fecond time in the 
Hebrew text by miftake. 

Ibid. 
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Ibid. I ro:ucrl-J For m,~v, the Chaldee has 
Ji~:::i;,J: he read 'J"''l.'.l~TU, the proper term for the roar­
ing of a lion ; often applied to the deep groaning of 
men in iickneHcs: ice Pfalm xxr 1. 2. xxx1r. 3. 
xxxvur~ 9. Job u·r. 2.4. The Maforetes di,·ide 
the fentence, as I ha.Ye done; taking '1N:l, like a 
lion, into the firft member; and fo likewife LXX. 

q. _Like the faallow-J tl'D:l, fo read two Mss, 
Theodot. and T iieron. 

Ibid. -mine eyes fail-] For i?1, the LXX read 
-~~::i, tE:l\1710Y. Compare Pf. LXIX. 4. cxrx. 82. 123, 

L:im. 11. r 1. IY. 17. in tlie Hebrew and in LXX. 

lbiu. -0 Lord-] For rn:,,, thirty MSS and 
.eight Editions read '')1~. . 

Ibid. -ccnteml thou-] i1~!tlY, with t:!,I, Jarchi: 
this fenfo of the word is efhblifhed by Gen. xxv1. 
2-a. '' he c:illed the name of the well pt.VY, Efek, 
becaufe they Jlrove with him :" ·i~tUl!J"\,,, equivalent 
_to i.'.l'i' at the beginning of the verfe. 

15. -will I reflect-] i111~, recogitabo, Vulg. 
t·eputab(}, Hieron. in loc. 

16. For this caufe ihall it be declared-] TIEe1 
c,dJTijq 1 ccp ccv1yyci rJ O"ot, ;:.ext d},,yEtpcx~ fkOV -r;;v wYonv, 
LXX. They read in their copies, ~1nm 1' iin' :,,',31 
•mi; not yery different from the p:refent text, from 
\Yhich all the antient Verfions yary. They entirely 
omit two words 1i1.:l 'i::i',i; as to which there is fome 
Y:uiati on in the :i\I s s. .L\ Ms. has 'i:i'ii ; two others 
~):ii, and ten l\I s s have □il.J.. • 

Ibid. -hafi: prolonged my life.] A MS. and the 
Babylonifl:i Talmud read •J~•nJi, ; and fo the antient 
Verfions. It mufr nece1farily be in the fecoml 
perfon. 

17,' My anguiih is changed into cafe-J .,IJ ~, io, 
" mutata mihi eit: amaritudo." Paronomafia; a fi­
gure, which the Prophet frequently admits: I do 
pqt always note it, becaufe it cannot ever be pre-

1\ 3 ferved 
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ferved in the Tranflation, and the f enfe feldom de­
pends upon it. But here it perfet:tly clears up the 
great obfcurity of the paffage. See Lowth on the 
place. 

Ibid. Thou haft refcued- n:::llvn, with ~ inftcad 
of i'; fo LXX and Vulg. Houbigant. See Chappe­
]ow on Job, xxxur. 18. 

Ibid. -from perdition- ~~~ l7nwo, ,vet f'-YJ 0t1ro­

Ar,rn1, LXX; ut non periret, Vulg. Perhaps invert­
ing the order of the words. See Houbigant. 

19. -thy truth J inoN ~N. A Ms. omits ~N; 
and inftead of ~N, an Antient MS. and one Edition 
read nN. The fame miftake as in Pf. II~ 7. 

21. Let them take a lump of figs: and they 
bruifed them-J God, in efteB:ing this miraculous 
cure, was p1eafed to order the ufe of means not im­
proper for that end. " Folia, &, quw non matu­
ruere, fici, ftrumis illinuntur, ornnibufque qure 
emo1lienda font difcutiendave." Plin. Nat. Hift. 
xxrr1. 7. "Ad difcutienda ea, qure in corporis 
parte aliqua coierunt, maxime poffunt-ficus arida," 
&c. Celius, v. I I. 

C H A P. XXXIX. 

Hitherto the copy of this hiftory in the fecond 
book of Kings has been much the rnoft correB:: in 
this chapter that in Ifaiah has the adrnntage. In the 
two fir ft -verf es two miftakes in the other copy are to 
be corrected from this: for ,;,,pin, Hez.eklilh, read 
j)ln'i, and v.;as recowred; and for l)~tv'i, he heard, 
read nO!!l'i, he rejoiced. 

1. -and amba{fadors.] The LXX add here xix, 
w~.:v6,1f;; that is, Cl'JN~m, and ambaffador.r; which 

word 
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word feems to be neceifary to the fenfe, though omitted 
in the Hebrew Text both here and in the other copy,. 
2 Kings xx. 12. For the fubfequent narration re­
fers to them all along, " thefe men, whence came 
they?" &c. plainly fuppofing them to have been 
perfonally mentioned before. See Houbigant. 

6. -to Babylon-] il?JJ, fo two l\lss, (one 
Antient) rightly without doubt, as the other copy, 
!l. Kings xx. 17. has it. 

8. 1\nd Hezekiah faicl-J The nature of Heze­
kiah's crime, and his humiliation on the meafure of 
God to him by the Prophet, is more exprefly de­
clared by the author of the book of Chronicles : 
" But Hezekiah rendered not again, according to the 
benefit done unto him; for his heart was lifted up; 
therefore there was wrath upon hi~, and upon Judah 
a.ndJerufalcm. Notwithftanding, Hezekiah humbled 
himfelf for the pride of his heart, (both he and the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem,) fo that the wrath of the 
LORD came not upon them in the days of llezekiah. 
-And Hezekiah profpered in all his works. How~ 
beit, in the bufinefs of the ambaifadors of the princes 
of Babylon, who fent unto him to inquire of the 
wonder that was done in the land, God left him, to 
try him, that he might know all that was in his 
heart." 2 Chron. xxx1r: 25, 26. 30, 31. 

JJ.4 CHAPa 
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CH A P. XL. 

The courfe of Prophecies, which follow from 
hence to the end of the book, and which taken to­
gether conftitute the moft elegant part of the facred 
writings of the Old Tdbment; interfperfed alfo 
with many paifages of the higheft fublimity; was 
probably deli,;ere<l in the later part of the reign of 
Hezekiah. The Prophet in the foregoing chapter 
had deliYercd a Tery explicit declaration of the im­
pending difiolution of the kinnom, and of the_ 
captivit:;· of the royal houfc of David, and of the 
people, under the kings of Babylon. As the fub­
jcd of his fnbfequent prophecies was to be chiefly_ 
of the cor..fohtory kind, he opens them with giving 
:t promJe of the Rcfror:.1.tion of the kingdom, and 
the Return of the people from that capti\·ity, by the 
merciful interpofition of God in their farnur. B11t 
the views of the Prophet are not confined to tl1is 
c,·cnt: 2-s the refroration of the royal famih-, and 
of the tribe of Judah, which ,rnukf otherwiic have 
foon become undif1:inguiihecl, :wcl ha-re b<?cn irre­
coverably~ loft, ,..-:.1.s nccdfary, in the defign and 
order of Prmjdcnce, for rhe fulfilling of God's 
promifcs of eihtblii:1ing a more glorious and an 
everlafling kingdcm, un_cler the Meffolh to be born 
of the tribe of J uda,h, :rnJ of the family of David; 
the Propl!et conn.::cts thefe two events together, ancl 
hardly e\·er treats of the former without throwing in 
fame intimations of the b.tter; ancl fometimcs is fo 
fully poflcilecl with the glories of the future more 
remote kingdom, that he fccms to leave the more 

1111-
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immediate fubject of his commiffion almofl: o~t ·:or 
the queftion. . 

Indeed this Evangelical fcnfc of the Prophecy is 
fo apparent, and ftands forth in fo :Qrong a light~ 
that fome interpreters c:.mnot fee that it has any 
other; and will not' allow the prophecy to have any 
relation at all to the Return from the captivity of 
Babylon. It may be ufcful therefore to examine 
more attentively the train of the Prophet's ideasi and 
to conii<lcr carefully the images under which he dif­
plays l1is fubjcl'l:. He hears a Cryer giving orders 
by folcmn proclamation to prepare the way of the; 
Lord in the wildernefs; to remo,·e all obitrucl:ions 
before JEHOVAH marching through the clefert; 
through the wild, uninh:-tbited, unpa{fable country. 
The deliverance of God's people from the Babylo­
nifh captivity is conii.dered by him as parallel to the 
former ckli,·crance of them from the Egyptian bon­
clage. God was then reprefentecl as their King 
leading them in perfon through the vafl: cleferts, 
which lay in their w:1y, to the promifcd land of Ca­
n:i.an. It is not merely for JEIIov Alf himfclf, that 
in both cafes the way was to be prepared, and all 
obfiructions to be remO\·ed; but for JEHOVAH 

;narching in pcrfon at the head of his people. Let 
us fir{l fee, how this idea is purfued by the facre<l 
poets who treat of the Exodns, which is a fa,·ourite 
fobjdt with them, and affords great clwice of exam­
ples: 

" \Vhen Ifrael came out of Egypt; 
" The houfe- of Jacob, from the barbarous people; 
" Jud:ih was his fan8:uary, 
"Ifrael.his dominion." Pf. cx1v. 11 2, 

"JEHOVAH his God is with him;' 
" .And the fhout of a king is among them : 
~1 God brought them out of Egypt;"--

N u mb. xx1u. 21, 22. 

" Make 
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" Make a high-way for him that rideth through the de-
" ferts : 

" 0 God, when thou wentefi forth before thy people ; 
'' When thou marchedft through the wildernefs, 
'' The heavens dropped:"- Pf. LXYll 1. 4, 7. 

Let us now fee how Ifaiah treats the fubjeB: of the 
Return of the people from Babylon : they were to 
march through the wildernefs with JEHOVAH at their 
head, who was to lead them, to fmooth the way 
before them, and to fupply them with water in their 
thirfl:y defert; with perpetual allufion to the Exo­
dus: 

" Come ye forth from Babylon, flee ye from the land 
" of the Chaldeans with the voice of joy: 

"Publiih ye this, and make it heard; utter it forth even 
'' to the end of the earth : 

"Say ye, JEHOVAH hath redeemed his fervant Jacob: 
" They thidl:ed not in the deferts, through which he 

" made them go: 
" Waters from the rock he caufed to flow for them ; 
" Yea he clave the rock, and forth gufhed the waters." 

Ch. XLVIII, 20, 21, 

" Remember not the former things; 
" And the things of antient times regard not:" 

(That is, the deliverance from Egypt:) 

" Behold, I make a new thing; 
'' Even now fhall it fpring forth; will ye not regard it? 
"Yea I will make in the wildernefs a way; 
"In the defert :fl:reams of water." Ch. XLIII. 18, 19. 

" But he that truReth ,in me fhall inherit the land, 
" And lhall polfefs my holy mountain. 
" Then will I fay : Cafl up, cafi up the cauffry ; make 

" clear the way : 
" Remove every obil:rucl:ion from the road of my peo-

" ple.'' Cl1. LVII, 13, 14. 

" How beautiful appear on the mountains 
"The 
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" The feet of the joyful mefi"engers, of him that an­
" nounceth peace ; 

" Of the joyful mefi"enger of good tidings, of him that 
" announceth falvation ; 

" Of him that fayeth to Sion, Thy God reigneth ! 
" AH thy watchmen lift up their voice, they fhout to­

,, gether; 
"For face to face fhall they fee, when JEHOVAH re-

,, turneth to Sion. 
" Verily not in hafie iliall ye go forth ; 
cc And not by flight fhall ye march along: 
" For J EH o v AH fhall march in your front ; 
"And the God of lfrael iliall bring up your rear." 

~h. LII. 7,8, 12. 

Babylon was feparatcd from Judea by an immenfe 
tract of collntry, which was one continued defert; 
that large part of Ar.'.lbia called very_ properly De­
fcrta. It is mentioned in hiftory as a remarkable 
occurrence, that Nebuchadnezzer, having received 
the news of the de~th of his father, in order to make _ 
the utmoft expedition in his journey to Babylon from 
Egypt and Phcrnicia, fet out with a few attendants, 
and pafled through this defert. Berofus, apud Jo­
feph. Antiq. x. I r. This was the neareft way home­
wards for the Jews; anrl whether they actually re­
turned by this way or not, the :firft thing that would 
occur on the propofal or thought of their return, 
would be the difficulty of this almoft impracticable 
paffage. Accordingly the proclamation for the pre­
paration of the way is the moft natural idea, and the 
moft obvious circumftance, by which the Prophet 
could h::we opened his fubjcct. 

Thcfc things confidcrcd, I have not the leaft 
doubt that the return of the Jews from the captivity 
of Babylon is the :firft, though not the principal, 
thing in the Prophet's view. The Redemption from 
Babylon is clc.'.lrly foretol<l; and at the fame time is 
employed as an image to :!hadow out a Redemption 

of 
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.of an infinitely higher and more imporfant nature. 
I ihould not have thought it ;1eceffary to employ fo 
many \',ords in endeavouring to eitabli1b wlut is 
called the Literal fenfe of this prophecy, which I 
think cannot be rightly underil:ood without it, had 
I not obfrrved, that many interpreters of the firft 
authority, in particular the very learned Vitringa, 
L:n-e excluded it entirely. 

Yet obviOl)S and plain as I think this literal fcnfc 
is, we have neverthelefa the irrefragable authority of 
John the Baptift, and of our blef!cd SaYiour 
himfelf, il,S recorded by all the E\·::1.ngelifts, for 
cxpbining this Exorcli um of the prop!1ecy of 
the opening of the Gof pcl by the preaching of 
John, and of the introducing of the kingdom of 
l\1dliali ; who \vas to effect: a much greater deli­
verance of the people of Goel, Gentiles as ,xell as 
Jews, from the captivity of fin and the dominion of 
death. And this we 1hall find to be the cafe in ma­
ny fubfcquent parts alfo of this Prophecy, where 
pa1fages manifeftly relating to the deli vcrance of the 
Jewiih nation, effdrccl by Cyrus, r;re with good 
reafon, and upon unclonbtecl authority, to be un­
<leritood of the redemption "'ronght for n11nkincl by 
Chrift. 

If the Liter::tl fenfe of this prophecy, as aboYe ex­
plained, cannot be queftioned, much lefs furely can 
the Spiritual; which, I think, is allowe.d on all 
hands, even bv G,otius himlelL If both are to be 
admitted, her~ is :>.. pbi,n examp!~ of the Myftical 
allegory, or double tenfc, as it is commonly called, 
of prophecy; which the facred VVritcrs of the :r:-;ew 
Te1tament clearly foppofe, and according to which 
they freo,ncntly frame their interpretation of paifages 
of the Old Teframcnt. Of the foundation ;iml pro­
perties of this fort of Allegory, fee De S. Poef. I-Icbr. 
Prn:lecl:. xr. 

2. Blef., 
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2. 131effings double to the puniiliment] It do~s 
not fcem rcconcile:i.ble to our notions of the divine 
juftice, which always puniilics leis than onr iniquities 
defcrve, to fuppofe, th;i.t God h:i.d punifi1ed the fins 
of the Jews in double proportion: and it is more 
agreeable to the tenor of this confolatory mcffc,ge to 
underfbmcl it as a promife of ample recompencc for 
the effects of paft diipleafui-e, on the reconciliation 
of God to his returning people. To exprefs this 
fenfe of the paffagc, which the words of the original 
will ,·en· well bear, it was necdfan' to add a word 
or two rn the VCittOn to fupply the; elliptical expref-
1ion of the Hebrew. Comp:i.re chap. LXI, 7. Job 
x r.rr. 10. Zech. 1x. 12. i1Nton :fignifies punifl1ment 
for iin, L:i.m. III. 39· Zech. xnr. 19. 

3. A voice crietl1: In the wilclcrnefs-J The ide::t 
is taken from the pr:i.cl:ice of e:i.ftcrn monarchs, who, 
whene\'er they entered upon an expedition, or took 
a journey, ef pecially through clefert and unpratliccd 
countries, fcnt harbingers before them to prepare 
all things for their p:i.{fage, and pioneers to open the 
pafies, to level the ways, and to remm·e all impsdi­
ments. The officers appointed to fuperintend fuch 
preparations the L:i.tins call Stratores. " I pfc (Jo­
liannes Baptifra) fe jlratorcm vocat Meffor, ct~jm 
eflct alta & elata voce homines in defcrtis locis habi­
tantcs acl itincra & vias Regi mox venturo fternendas 
& reficiendas hortari.''. Mofl1eirn, Inil:ituta .Majora, 
P· 96. 

Diodorus's account of Semiramis's marches into 
lVIcdia and Pc_rfia will gin~ us a cle:u notion of the 
preparation of the way for a royal expedition: " In 
her march to Echatane ilic came to the Zarc'ean 
mountain'; which extending many furlongs, and 
being full of craggy precipices and deep hollows, 
could not be pafie<l without taking a gre:i.t comp:ds 
about. Being therefore cleiirous of leaYing an e,·cr-

7 lafring 
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lafting memorial of herfelf, as well as of fhortening 
the way, ihe ordered the precipices to be digge<l 
down, and the hollows to be filltd up ; and at a 
great expcnce ihe made a ihorter and more expedi­
tious road, which to this day is called from her the 
road of Semiramis. Afterward ihe went into Perfia, 
and all the other countries of Afia f ubject: to her <lo­
minion; and wherever ihe went, ihe ordered the 
mountains and precipices to be levelled, raifed 
cauffcys in the plain country, and at a great expence 
made the ways paffable." Diod. Sic. Lib. 11. 

The writer of the Apocryphal book called Baruch, 
expreffes the fame fubject: by the fame images; ei­
ther taking them from this place of lfaiah, or from 
the common notions of his countrymen : "For God 
" hath appointed, that every high hill, and banks 
" of long continuance, ihould be caft down, and 
" vallies filled up, to make even the ground, that 
" lfrael may go fafely in the glory of God." Chap. 
v. 7. 

The Jewiih church to which John was fent to an­
nounce the coming of Meffiah, was at that time in 
a barren an<l defert condition, unfit without re 
formation for the reception of her king. It was in 
this defert country, deftitute at that time of all reli­
gious cultivation, in true piety and good works un­
fruitful, that John was fent to prepare the way of 
the Lord by preaching repentance. I have diftin­
guiihed the parts of the ientence according to the 
pun8:uation of the Maforetes, which agrees beft 
both with the literal a,nd the fpiritual fenle; which 
the confiruclion and parallelifm of the diftich in the 
Hebrew plainly favours; and of which the Greek of 
the LXX and of the Evangeli:fts is equally fuf cep­
ti ble. 

John w:1s born in the dcfert of J ude:1, and paffed 
his whole life in it, till the time of his being mani­

feftcd 
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feftcd to Ifrael. He preached in the fame defert: it 
was a mountainous country ; however not intirel y 
and properly a defert, for, th?ugh lefs cultiyated 
than other parts of Judea, yet 1t was not umnha­
bited; Jofhua (eh. xv. 61, 62.) reckons fix cities 
in it. We are fo prepoflefle<l with the idea of 
John's liYing and preaching in the defert, that we 
are apt to confiner this particular fcene of his 
preaching as a very impom.nt and effential part of 
hifi:ory : whereas I apprehend this circumftance to 
be no otherwife important, than as giving us a 
ftrong idea of the rough character of the man, 
which was anfwerable to the place of his education; 
and as affording a proper emblem of the rude ftate 
of the Jewifh church at that time; which was the 
true wildernefs meant by the Prophet, in which 
John was to prepare the way for the coming of the 
Meiliah. 

4. The word .Jj.)j.! is very generally rendered crook­
ed: but this fe)1fe of the word f eems not to be fup­
ported by any good authority. Ludolphus, Com­
ment. ad I-lift. iEthiop. p. 206. fays, that in the 
lEthiopic language it iignifies clivus, locus editus: 
and fo the Syriac Verfion renders it in this place : 
N1.:,ij.!, Heb. i1DiV, tumulus, acervus. Thus the pa­
rallelifm would be more perfect : "the hilly country 
f11all be made level, and the precipices a fmooth 
plain." 

5. -the falvation of our God] Thefe words are 
added here by LXX : -:-o rTwrri01ov TO'J G2ov, JiJ)W~ JiN 
,J•;i',~, as it is in the parallel place, Chap. LII. 10. 

The frntence is abrupt without it, the verb wanting 
its object; and I think it is genuine. Our Englifh 
tranibtion has fupplied the word it, which is equi­
valent to this addition from LXX. 

This omiilion in the Hebrew text is antient, beincr 
. . 0 

prior to the Chaldee, Synac, and Vulgatc Verfiuns: 
but 
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but_the words ftand in all the copies of the LXX; 

and they are acknowlegecl by Luke, nr. 6. 
6. its glory-] For iion, read ii;-,; Lxx, and 

Vulg. and r Pet. r. 24. 
7. _thic;• pe0ple-J So Syt .. who perhaps read 

Mlil O;JiT. 
6-_---s. A YOicc fayeth, Prochim-J To under­

ftancl ri2.·htlv this paifa;:,-e is a m;-,ttcr of imT"Jort.:rnce ·, u . . o l 

for it fcems deiignecl to gi,-e us the true key to the 
t·emaining part of Jfaiah's prop11ecies: the general 
fubjeci: of which is the Reftorntion of the people and 
church of God. The Prophet opens the fubjecl:. 
with great clearnefs :lll(l elegance : he declares at 
once God's command to his mdfrngers, (his pro­
phets, :.s the Chaldee rightly explains it,) to com­
fort his people in captitity, to impart to them the 
joyful tidings, that their puniihment has now fatis­
fied the DiYine juftice, and the time of reconcilia­
tion and favour is at hand. He then introduces a 
harbinger giving orders to prepare the way for God, 
leading his people from Babylon, as he did formerly 
from Egypt, through the wildernefs; to rernow all 
obftacles, and to clear the way for their paif.--ige. 
Thus far nothing more appears to be intended than 
a return from the 13abylondb captivity: but the next 
words fcem to intimate fomething much greater: 

" And the c;lory of JEHOVAH !hall be revealed; 
" 1\ n<l all tlelh faall fee together the falvation of our 

" Goel." 

He then introduces ~ vo:ce commanding him to 
make a folemn proclamation. And what i~ the i!11-
port of it? that the peopk, the flcih, is of a nin 
temporary n:iture ; that all its glory fa<leth, and is 
foon gone: but that the word of God endureth for 
ever. \Vhat is this, but a phin oppofition of the 
fleih to the fpirit; of the carml Ifrael to the fpiri.., 
• , tual; 



CHAP. XL, I S A I A Ir. 

tual ; of the temporary Mofaic reconomy to the 
eternal Chriftian difpenfation? You may be re:tdy 
to conclude, (the proph~t may be fuppofe<l to fay,) 
by this introclutl:ion to my dikonrfe, that my com­
miflion is only to comfort you with a promife of the 
refior,ltion of your religion and polity, of J erufalem, 
of the Temple, :rnd its Cervices and worihip in all 
its antient fplendor: thefe are earthly, temporary, 
fhadowy, fading things, which {h~ll foon p:.tfs away, 
and be clc(hoved for ever; thefe are not worth\' to 
engage your attention in comp:trifon of the gre:itcr 
bleJii.ngs, the fpiritu:il reclcmpti0i1, the eternal in­
heritance, co•.-ered under the ,·eil of the former, 
which I have it in charge to unfold unto you. The 
L:2w has only a flrndow of good things; the fub­
fiance is in the Golpel. I pcomife you a reftoration 
of the former; which, however, is only for a time, 
and 1hall be done away, according to God's origi­
nal appointment: but under that image I give you 
a Yiew of the latter; which :lhall never be done 
away, but fhall enci.ure for ever. This I take to be 
agreeable to St. Peter's interpretation of this paffage 
of the Prophet, quoted by him I Pet. 1. 24, 25. 
" All fle!h is as grais, ancl all the glory of man as 
" the flower of gra!s. The grafs withereth, and the 
" flower thereof falleth away: but the word of the 
" Lord enclureth for ever. And this is the word 
" which b)~ the gofpel is preached unto you." This 
is the fame word of the Lorcl of which Ifaiah fpcaks, 
which hath now been preached unto you by the 
Gofpel. The Law and the Gofpel are frequently 
oppoie<l to one another by St. P,rnl under the 
im::ges of flci11 an<l f pirit: " Having begun in the 
" ipirit,. are ye now made perfect by the fldh? 
Gal. III. 3. -

7. When the ,vincl of JEnov An-J m;,, m,, a 
wincl of JEHO\' All, is a I-kbraifm, mc::ming no more 

VOL. II. S ' tl1J.n 
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than a ftrong wind. It is wdl known, that a hot 
wind in the Eaft cleftroys at once eyery green thing. 
Compare Pf. cur. 16. Two l\tss omit the word 
il1i1,', J EH OY AII. 

9. 0 daughter that bringeft glad tidings] That 
the true conihucl:ion of the fentence is this, which 
makes Sion the receiver not the publi:fher of the 
glad tidings, (which latter has been the moft pre­
niling interpretation,) will, I thir,k, Yery clearly 
:i.ppear, if we rightly confider the image itfelf, ancl 
the cnfrorn and common pr::iB:ice from which it is 
taken. I haYe adued the wore\ daughter to exprefa 
the feminine genrler of the Hebrew participle, which 
I know not otherwife how to do in our lauguage : 
and this is abfolutely necdfary in orJer to akertai11 
the image. For the office of announcing ancl cele­
brating fuch glacl tidings, as arc here iimken of, 
belonged peculiarly to the \\·omen. On occafion of 
:lny great public fucceis, a Jignal Yicl:ory, or any 
other joyful e\'ent, it was . ufual for the women to 
gather together, and with mufic, dances, ancl fongs, 
to publi:fh and celebrate the happy news. Thus af­
ter the pafiage of the Red Sea, .i\Iiriam, and ~.11 the 
women, with timbrels in their hamls, formed a cho­
rus, and joined the men in their triumphant fong, 
<lancing, and throwing in alternately the refrain or 
burthen of the fong: 

" Sing ye to J E 110v AH, for he is greatly exalted ; 
'' The horfe and his rider bath he caft into the foa." 

t.xod. xv. 10, 2r. 
' ' 

So Jephthah's daughter collecl:ed a chorus of virgins, 
and with dance:; and fangs came out to meet her fa­
ther, and to celebrate his vicl:ory. J u<l. x r. 34. 
After David's conq~eft of Goliah, " all the women 
came out of the citic, of ffrad fing:ing and cL1Eci!1g 
to meet Saul, with talm;ts, with joy, .~ml wi~!i in-

• il:n1111enti 
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firuments of mulic ;" and forming themfdves into 
two choruffes they fung alternately: 

".Saul has fhin his thoufands: 
"And David his ten thoufands.', 1 Sam. xv111. 6, 7. 

And this gives us the true fenfe of a p:i:ffage in the 
r.xvu1th Pfalm, which h:1s been frequently mifun­
derfl:ood: 

"JE-HOV AH gave the wore!; (that is, the joyful ne\VS ;) 
" The women, who publi!hed tidings, were a great 

"company; 
" The kings of mighty armies did flee, did flee: 
" And even the matron, who !laid at home, !hared the 

" fpoil." 

The word fignifying the pub!i_/hers of glad tidings jg 
the fame, and expre:ffecl in the fame form by the 
feminine participle, as in this place; and the iafi:: 
difrich is the fong which they fung. So in this 
pl::tce, JEHOVAH having given the word by his 
J>ropliet, the joyful tidings of the Refroration .of 
Sion, and of God's returning to Jerufalem, (fee 
chap. LII. 8.) the women are exhorted by the Pro­
phet to publiih the joyful news with a loud voice 
from eminences, whence they might beft be heard 
all m-er. the countrv : and the matter and burthen 
of their fang was ro'be, " Behold your God!" 

1 o. -his reward, an<l the recompenfc of his 
work J That is, the reward and the recompenfe, 
which he befl:ows, and which he will pay to his 
faithful fcn"ants: this he has ready at hand with 
him, and h_olcls it out before him, to encourage 
thofe who trufl:: in him, and wait for him. 

1 I. The nuding ewes :foall be gently lead] A 
be:mtiftil image, expreffing, with the utmofl: pro­
priety as well as elegance, the tenclcr attention of 
the ihephercl to his f1ock. That the greateft care in 
<lriving the cattle in regard to the dams and their 

iii 2 youn~ 
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young was ncceflary, appears clearly from Jacob's 
apology to his brother Efau, Gen. xxxnr. 13. 
" The flocks and the herds giving fuck to their 
young are with me ;_ and if they :fhould be· over­
driven, all the flock will die." Which is fet 'in a 
frill ftronger light by the following remark of Sir 
John Chardin: " 'Their flocks, (fays he, [peaking 
of thofc who now live in the Ea:ft after the Patriar­
chal manner,) feed down the places of their en­
campments fo quick, by the great numbers that 
they have, that they are obliged to remm'e them 
too often ; which is verv deftrucl:i,·e to their flocks 
on account of the y~ung ones, who have not 
ftrength enough to follow." Harmer's ObC 1. 

p. 126. 
16. And Leb1non is not fufficient-] The 

image is beautiful and uncommon ; it has been 
imitated by an Apocryphal Writer, who however 
comes far :fhort of the original : 

" For ail facrificc is too little for a fwcet favour unto 
'' thee; 

'' An<l all the fat is not fufficient for thy burnt-offer-
" ing," Judith xvr. r6. 

19. -and forgeth:-J For :r,tl, the participle, 
twenty-fcven Mss, (fl\'e Antient,) and three Edi­
tions, read ~,:i:, prxt. 3d perfon. 

21. -under:ftood it from the foundation-J The 
true reading feems to be fl,-l0'7JO, to anfwer to tcNio 
in the foregoing line. It follows a word ending with 
~; and out of three 111~i11s concurring, it was an ea[ y 
miftake to drop the middle one. 

!2.2. -as a thin veil] " It is ufual in the fum­
rncr foafon, and upon all occafions, when a large 
company is to be received, to ha,·e the court f11el­
tered from heat, or inclemency of the weather, by 
2. velum, umbrella, or Yeil, as I :fhall call it; which, 
being cxpanclcu. on ropes from one fide of the para-

pet-
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pet-wall to the other, may be folded or unfoklc~ at 
pleafure. The Pfalmift feerns to allude to fame 
covering of this kind in that beautiful exprcffion of 
fpreading out the heavens like a curtain." Shaw, 
Trav. p. 2-74. 

24. If he but blow upon them] The LXX, Syr. 
Vulg. and ~1s. Bodi. and another, haYe 0) without 
the conjunction ,. 

28. And that his underftanding-J Twenty-four 
Mss, two Editions, LXX, and Vulg. read 11~,, with 
the conjunction ,. 

3 1. They fl1all put forth frefh feathers.] It has 
been a common and popular opinion, that the eagle 
lives and retains his vigour to a great age; and that, 
beyond the common lot of other birds, he moults 
in his olcl age, and renews his feathers, and with 
them his youth. " Thou i11alt renew thy youth 
like the eagle," fays the Pfalmift, c 11 r. 5. on which 
place St. Ambrofe notes, '' Aquila longam retatem 
ducit, clurn, vetuftis plumis fatifcentibus, noya pen­
narum focceffione jm·enefcit." Phile, De i_).nima­
libus, treating of the eagle, and addreffing himfelf 
to the Emperor Michael Pahrologus junior, raifes 
his compliment upon the fame notion: 

Tou1cv crv, {3u.cr17'.~u, -roY wo7'.tJ~ (wc11; (3icv, 
AEt v~cv?i'L.;Y, xai ?Fxnp:,,;v Tr,~ ft-cr1v. 

Long may 11: thou Jive, 0 king; fiill like the eagle 
Renew thy youth and fiill retain thy vigour. 

To this many fabulous and abf ur<l circumfomccs 
are ad<leLl by feveral antient writers and commen­
tators on Scripture : fc~ Bochart, I-Iieroz. 11. 2. 1. 

\Vhether the notion of the eagle's renewing his 
youth i's in any <legree well founded or not, 1 need 
not inquire; it is enough for a poet, whetb.cr pro­
fane or facrcd, to h,n-e the authority of popular 

s 3 opinion 
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opinion to fupport an image introduced for illuftra­
tion or ornament, 

C II A P. XLI. 

l. -repair to me with ne,v fentiments] Eyxca­
v,?e'1"0c, LXX; for ill.11in:i, be fi/ent, they certainly 
read in their copy ill.111ni1, be renewed; which is pa­
rallel and fynonymous with n:i i:s:r?nl, recr,'Vcr their 
jlrength: that is, their ftrength of mind, their 
powers of reafon; that they may overcome thofe 
prejudices, by which they have been fo long held 
enflaved to idolatry. A MS. has in upon a rafure. 
The fame miftake feems to have been made in this 
word, Zephan. Irr. 17. Foru,J:iN.ltU'in1, "filebit 
.in dilectione fua," as the Vulgate renders it; which 
frcms not confiftent with what immediately follows, 
" exultabit fuper te in laude ;" LXX and Syr. read 
i.il.li1~.l ll''1nl, " re11Gvabitur in amore fuo." 

'.!. -the righteous man.] The Chalcl. and Vulg. 
fecm to have read j:)1"7:::. But Jerom, tho11gh his 
tranflation hasjujlum, appears to have read pi:::; for 
in his Comment he exprefles it byjzrflunr,Ji·ve ju.fli­
tiam. However, I think all interpreters un<lerfiancl 
it of a perfon. So the Lxx, in :Ms Pachom. Exai,Hnv 
aurov', but the other copies have 1Zun1v. They are 
dividell in afcertaining this perfon: fome explain it 
of Abraham; others of Cyrus. I rather think, that 
the former is meant: becaufe the character of the 
righteous man, or righteoufnefs, agrees better with 
Abraham than with Cyrus. Befides, immediately 
after the defrription of the fuccefs given by Go(l to 
Abraham, and his pofterity, (who, I prefume, are 

to 
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to be taken into the :.1ccount,) the idolaters are in­

troduced ::ts greatly al::trmed at this event. Abm­
ham was c:1llecl out of the Eait; and his pofierity 
were introduced into the land of Canaan, in or<ler 
to defiroy the idolaters of that country; and they 
were efrablif11ed there, on pnrpofr to ftand as a bar­
rier againft it!obtry, tbett preyai!ing, and threaten­
ing to m·errun the whole face of the earth. Cyrus, 
though not properly an idolater, or worf11iper of 
images, yet had nothing in his charat::er to caufc 
fuch an alarm among the idolaters, Yer. 5-7. Fur­
ther, after ha,·ing j uft touched upon that circum­
fiance, the Prophet with great eafe returns to his 
former. fubiect, and refomes Abraham and the ff­
raelite.s; a~cl affures them, that as God had c:1lled 
'them, and chokn them for this purpofo, he n-ould 
upholcl an\l fupport them to the utmoft, and at 
length giYe them ,·ifl:ory o,·er all the heathen n:i­

tions, their enemies; Yer 8-1 G. 
Ibi<l. -m:'..de them like the d1di:-] The image 

is :ftrong and beautiful: it is often made ufe of by 
the facred Poets; foe Pf. r. 4. xxxv. 5. Job xx1. 
18. lnd by Ifaiah himfelf in other places, chap. 
xvn. 13. xxrx. 5. But there is great <lifficulty in 
making out the conftru{\:ion. The LXX read c.n:cp, 
c.:iin, their fu.:ord, their bow, underfianding it of 
the {\vor<l and bow of the conquered kings: but this 
is not fo agreeable to the analogy of the image, as 
employed in other places. The Ch:t!<lee Paraphraft 
:111.d Kimchi foh"e the difficulty by fuppofing an El­
lipfis of ~Y:h before tho(e words. It mufi be owned, 
th:.1t the EHipfis is hard and um1fual: but I chooCc 
rather to lubmit to this, thln, by adhering with Vi­
uinga. to the more obvious conftruction, to defiroy 
imirely both the image and the ienie. But the \'ul­
gate by g!,rdio cjus, and arcui cjus, fecms to exprcfs 
i..:iin? and iJWj:)7; the admiffion of which relding 

s 4 may 
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may perhaps be thought preferable to Kimchi's El-
lipfis. -

3. -he paifcth in fafcty] The prepofition fcems 
to have been omitted in the text by mifiakc: LXX 

and Vulg feem to haYe had it in their copies: Ell E1-

nv!·, in pare, ;:rbt0:i. 
4 .. -an<l made thefe things] A word is here loft 

out of the Text. It is fupplied by an Antient .Ms., 

:,,~, thefa thinv; and, by Lxx, Tuu-:-u; and by 
Vulg. becc; and by Chald. l''N· 

5. -and they were terrified] Three l\Jss have ,,,n,,, adding. the conjunction ,, which refiores the 
fecond member of the fentence to its true poetical 
'form. 

7. -that it ihall not mon:.J Fi\"e Mss, (t\-\'O 
Antient,) an<l the antirnt Verfions, add the con­
junB:ion ,, reading N;,; which feems to be right. 

9. -from the extremities thereof] :-,11,1:::ND: ,,:::N 
fignifies the arm, axilla, ala; and is ufed like :p:::i, 
the wing, for any thing extended from the extremity 
of another, or joined on to it. It is here para11el 
and fynonymous to rn:::j;JD, from the tndr, in the pre-
ceding member. • 

15. -a thrdhing wain,-a corn-drag] See 
Note on Chap. xxn11. 27, 28. 

I 9. In the wilderncfs I will give the cedar J 
The two preceding nrfes exprefs God's mercy to 
them in their paffagc through the dry deferts, in 
fopplying them with abundant water, when dif­
treffod with thirft, in allufion to the Exodus: this 
,·erfe expreifes the relief afforded to them, fainting 
with heat in their journey through that hot country, 
clefl-itute of fheltcr, by caufi_ng 1hady. trees, and 
tl10fe of the talleft and moil: beautiful 1-- inds, to 
fpring up for their ckfcnce. The Apocryphal Ba­
ruch, fJJC'aking of the return from Babylon, cx­
prefks God's proteB:ion of his prnple by the fame 

image: 
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image : " E\·en the woods and e,•ery faeet-fmelling 
tree il1all on~dhadow Ifrael by the commandment of 
God." Chap. v. 8. 

20. -and may confider-] The verb ,~'IV', 
without :l? added, cannot fignify to apply the heart, 
or to attend to a thing, as Houbigant has obferved; 
he therefore reads ,oil'', they fhall 'l.l:ondtr, The 
conjecture is ingenious: but it is much more proba­
ble that the word .J? is loft out of the Text; for all 
the antient Verfions Tender the phrafe to the fame 
fenfr, as if it were fully expreffed, :i, ,o'W'; and 
the Chaldee renders it paraphraftically, yet Hill re­
taining the very words in his paraphrafe, ,,,,n, 1,,w,, 
1m.:::i, ?~, " ut ponant tirnorem meum in corde foo." 
See alto \'er. 22. where the fa1~1e phrafe is ufed. 

21. Produce thefe your mighty powers] " Ac­
cedant, inquit, ido/a nfrra, qu:.r. putatis effe fortif­
fima." Ilieron. Com. in Joe. I prefer this to all 
other interpretations of this place, and to Jerom's 
own tranfhtion of it, which lie adds immediately 
after. " 1\ffrrte, ii quid forte habetis.'' The falfe 
go<ls are called upon to come forth, and appear in 
perfon; and to give eYi(lent den:onil:ration of their 
foreknowlege an<l power, by foretelling future 
e,·ents, and exerting their power in doing good or 
eYiJ. \ 

23. -and terror] The word Ni~, is written im­
pcrfeA:ly in the IIcbrew Text: the Ma(uretes fupply 
i1 at the end; and fo it is rcacl in twenty-t\'° ::\-1s s, 
and four Editions: tli::i.t is ;,~~,:n, and we fhall fee. 
But the true reading fecms to be H,1;,, an<l we fhall 
fear, with 'fupplied, from N,•. 

::q. -t!ian noughtJ For l)~~l.:l, read o~~o; fo 
Clrakl. a11el Vulg. r\ m,lllifefr error ot the Text; 
compare chap. XL. 1 1. Th: lbbbins acknowlcge 
no fuch error: but fay, thJt tl1e former word fig11i-

2 ties 
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fics the fa.me with the latter, by a change of the two 
letters D and l!. S. ben Melcch in lac. 

2.5. -he 1hall trample-1 For N~', Le Clerc 
'reads D~', from the Chal<lee, who feems to reau 
both words. " Forte legend. 0~1,, Yel on,,, : fe­
qnirnr o." sF.CKER. See Nahum ur. q. 

2.7. I fo·ft to Sion-J This Yerfe is fomewhat 
obfrure by the tranii)ofition of the parts of the fen­
tence, and the peculiar manner in which it is <liYi­
<k(: i::to two parallel lines. The Yerb at tl1c end of 
t!ic fcntence belongs to both parts; anrl the phrafc, 
Eehntd, they are here! is p:irallel to the m~flenger of 
.~lad tidings; and fiands, like it, as the accufatiYc 
Gtfc to the Yerb. The following p.naplirafe will ex­
plain the for~n :.u1<l ~ lie fetde of->t. • • I iirf~, by my 
Prophets, g1\·e notice of thclc cn'nts, faymg: Bc­
l10!d, they are at liand l and I giYe to J ~rulikm a 
mc-ffrngcr of gbd tidings." 

'.!!:i. And w1011g the idols--] For ;;';,:~m, I read 
D'?~::-,, with tiic LXX, ,WI C/.?;0 T.:.-·~ t1:S~·7'.x,·. s~-­
Exocl. x \ . u. If. LY 1 1. 5. 

CII.1\P. 
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C II A P. XLII. 

The Prophet, h:H"ing opened his fubjecl: with 
the preparation for the Return from captivity at Ba­
bvlon, and intimated that a much greater delinr­
a~ce was co,·ered under the ,-eil of that event; pro­
ceeded to vindicate the power of God, as Creator 
and difpofer of all things; and his infinite know .. 
ledge, from his prediction of future eyents, and in 

. particular of that deliYerance: he went frill further, 
and pointed out the inftmment by which he ihould 
etrell: the redemption of his people the Jews from 
1Ln-ery, namely, a great Conqueror, whom he 
would call forth from the Korth and the Eaft to 
execute his orders. In this chapter he proceeds to 
the greater defo·erance; and at once brings forth 
into foll view, without throwing any nil of allegory 
over the fubject, the Meiliah. " Behold, my fcr­
yant, Mefiiah," fays the Cha!clee. St. :Matthew 
has applied it direllly to Chrift; nor can it with 
any jufrice or propriety be applied to any other per­
fon or characl:er \d1atC\·er. 

I. And he fhall publif11 juclgement] Four !l,f;s, 
(two Antient,) add the conjunction, ~:li!/~1. See 

,J\1att, X l !. I 8. 
~ The word .LO!>'!'~, jud1eme11t, like ilj?1:::, righ:eoitf 
nefs, is taken in a great latitude of iignilication. It 
1neans TLJle, form, order, model, plan; rule of right, 
or of religion; an ordimnce, infl:itution; judicial 
procefs, c.~ufo, trial, fcntencc, condemnation, ac­
quitt<ll, deli,-crancc, mercy, &c. It ccrtJinly mear:is 

m 
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in this place the Law to be publifhed by Meffiah ; 
the in:!1:itution of the Gofpel. 

4. His force fhall not be abated nor broken J 
c, Rabbi Meir ita citat locum iftum, ut poft y,,, 
:i.ddat im::i, robur ejus, quod hodie non comparet in 
Textu Hebr~o, fe<l addendum videtur, ut frnfus 
fiat planior." Capell. Crit. Sac. p. 382. For which 
rcafon I had ad<led it in the Tranflation, before I 
obfer-.ed this remark of Capellus. 

6. -a co,·enant to the people J For OV, two Mss 
read o',iv, the co,·enant of the age to come, or the 
etJer/aJting cm·cnant: which feems to give a clearer 
and better fenfe. • 

7. To open the eyes of the blind-J In this 
nrie the Prophet fee ms to fet forth the f piritual re­
demption, under images borrowed from the tempo­
ral deliverance. 

Ibi<l. -and from the dungeon-] The 1,xx, 
Syr. and four Mss, (one Antient,) ad<l the Con­
junction l, n,:im. 

1 o. Ye that go down upon the fca J This feems 
not to belong to this place: it does not well confift 
with what follows: "and the follnefs thereof." They 
that go down upon the fea, means navigators, fai­
lors, traders, foch as clo bufinefs in great waters: 
an i<lea much too confined for the Prophet, who 
means the fea in general ; as it is ufecl by the He­
brews, for the diil:ant nations, the i{hn<ls, the dwel­
lers on the fea-coafts all over the world. J fuf peel 
that fome tranfcriber ha<l the 23d verfc of Pf. c v I r. 
running in bis head, ,IWJ~:,. C,il ,,,,,; ancl wrote in 
this place o-;i ,,,,, inftea<l of o,:, ov,,, or :v1,,, or 
li,; " let the fca roar, or fhout, or exult." But as 
tliis is fo different in appearance from the prefent 
reading, I do not take the liberty of intrnducing it 
into the Tranflation. " Conjeceram legcmlum ,,,;i,, 

-ut ,·er. 1.2; fed non fayent Ycrfiones." SECKER. 

11. Let 
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11. Let the defert-J The moft nncu1ti,·ated 
countries, an<l the moil: ru<le and unci,·ilized peu­
ple, 111all confcfs and celebrate witl, thankfgiYing 
the blciling of the knowlege of God gracioufly im­
parted to them. By the deiert is me:rnt Ar,:bi.1. 
Deferta; by the rocky country, Arabia Petnra; hy 
the moui1tains, probably thof e celebrated ones Pa­
ran, Horcb, Sinai, in the fame country; to which 
alfo belonged Kedar, a clan of Arabians, dwelling 
for the moft part in tents: but there were others of 
them, who inhabited or frequented cities and vil­
lages, as may be collecled from this place of the 
Prophet. Pietro della Valle, fpeaking of the peo­
ple of Arabia Deferta, fays, " there is a fort of 
Arabs of that country called Maedi, who with their 
herds, of buffaloes for the moft part, fometimes 
fa·e in the deferts, and fometimes in cities; from 
whence they have their name, which fignifies wan­
dering, going from phce to place; they have no 
profeft houfes : nor are they probably Bedaui, or 
Becluui, that is, Deferticoli, who are the rnofr noble 
among them, and neYer abide within walls, but al­
ways go wandering through the open' country with 
their black tents; nor are they properly I1h~1defi, as­
they call thofc who dwell in cities, ancl lamls with 
fixed houlcs : thefc by the latter are cfreem~cl ig, 
noble and bafr; but b\· both arc confidercJ as of 
low cone! i tior..." Viaggi'P,~rte 11 T. Lett. r r. 

14. fldl I keep filence for cnr ?J After □,~J.'r.j, 
in the copy, \\'hich the LX x hacl before them, fol­
lowtel the l\'orcl m~:J?:"l, Eu1:.;1r,;ru;, o;:7' u1·,. VJ;· fl-r/ 1:Dt, 

C/.:1 rn:,,·1;r;ne'l.1; ·according to 11s s P;:chom. anrl I D. 
I r. antl Ed1t:on Complut. which wc;·d ;::::{nim h:i.s 
been 01111ttul in the Text by an eafy mi:t.,lkc of a 
tranCcriber, b•~caufr of the fonikudc of th(:'. wonl 
preceding. 
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15. -dry c.leferts] Inftead of 0''~, iflands, read 
0~':::t ; a very probable conjecture of Houbigant. 

16. And through paths-] The Lxx, Syr. Vulg, 
and nine ::-.ISs, (two Antient,) read n,:i,m:i,. 

Ibid. -will I do for them J or,,iv31, this word fo 
written, as it is in the Text, means Thou wilt do, 
in the Second perlon: the Maforetes ha\"e indeed 
pointed it for the Firft perfon; but the , in the lafr 
f\llable is abfolutely ncccffary to diftinguiih the 
Firft perfon; ::md fu it is written in forty Mss, 
0'Jl'IV3l. 

Jarchi, Kimchi, Sal. b. :l\1elech, &c. agree, that 
the paft time is here put for the future, ,.r,,iv31, 
for i'TV3l~ ; and indeed the context neceffarily re­
quires that interpretation. Further, it is to be ob­
fen-ed, that C'n'TV3l is for o;i', ,r,,l!!lf, I hm,e done 
them, for I have done for ti'cm; as ,Jl1'ttll1 is for 
,', ;Ji'l!!3l, I have made myfe!f. for I haw made for my­
ft:lf; Ezek. xx rx. 3. and in the celebrated paffage 
of Jephthah's Vow, Judges XI. 31. i1?i3l ii1'I'1'?)Ji'Ti, 
for i1?il1 i', '.ii'?l-'i1, I 1.ciff offer him a burnt offering, 
for I n 1ill offer unto him (that is, unto JEH0,-A11) a 
burnt offering; by an ellipfo of the prepofition, of 
which Bnxtorf gives many other examples, 'rhef. 
Grammar. lib. II. 17. See alfo Note on Chap. 
LXV. 5. A late happy application of this gramma­
tical remark to that much difputetl paffage has per­
focl:ly cleared up a difficult,·, which for two thou­
fancl years had puzzled :ill tl1e tranfb.tors and expo­
:fitors, hacl gi,·en occafion to di1frrtations without 
number, and ended endlcfs diiputes among the 
learned, on the qucftion, whether J ephthah fac6-
ficcd his daughter, or not: in which both partits 
hwe been equally ignornnt of the meaning of the 
place, of the Hate of the facr, and of the Yery terms 
of the Yow: which now 2.t l::i.il li::1.s been cleared up 
beyond all doubt hy ,11:-- ..-:rv k:1.rnc-J Friend Dr. 

Ran.-
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Randolph, Margaret Profeifor of Di,·inity in the 
Uni,·erlity of Oxford, in his Sermon on Jephthah's 
Vow: Oxford, 1766. 

19. -as he, to whom I have fent my meflen­
gers.] n?TVN ~::iN?~J, " ut ad quem nuncios meos 
mifi." Vulg. Chald. almoft the only interpreters 
who ren<ler it rightly, in confiftence with the refc of 
the fentence, and in perfctl: agreement with the 
Hebrew idiom; accor<ling to which the Ellipfi.s is to 
be thus fupplie<l, • n'n,N ~~N?IJ ,v~?::i. 

Ibid. -as he that is per felt! y inftrncl:ed] See 
Kate on chap. XLIY. 2. 

Ibid. An<l deaf as the fen-:mt of JEnov All] For 
;,:v,, and blind, we muft reacl wim, and dc,if: ;,w:p~i;, 
Symmachus; and fo :--1s. The miftake is palpable, 
and the correcl:ion felf-evident; and admiflible, 
though there had been no :1.utl10rity for it. 

20. Thou hafr feen indeed] The Text has n~, 
11,::i,, which the Maforetes in the marginal Keri 
have corrected to Jil:l.i JiiNi; as indeed a hundred 
and fe,·en ::-.1ss, aml ffre Editions, now have it in 
the Text. This \Yas probably the reading of moft of 
the :-,.1s sin their time; which, though they appro\·ecl 
of it, out of fome fi.1per11:ition they would not admit 
into their ftandard Text. But tbefe wretched cri­
tics, though they perceind there was icime fault, 
yet did not know where the fault lay, nor confe­
quently how to amenJ it; and yet it \\·as open 
enough to a judicious eye: " rn::i,, fie Veteres; & 
tamen forte lcgendum, Ji,~,: Yitlc Cap. v1. 9." 
sr,CKElL That is, n,~, Ji'~i- I believe no one 
will doubt of admitting this as the true reading. 

Ibid. -yet thou wilt not hear] For l,'O~,, read 
l,t,'J:;_IJi, in the fecond pcrfon: fo all the antient Ver-
1ions, and forty :--.1s s. (fom of them Antient :) and 
perhaps iin? more. Two othci,; have 13,'0t:!'1, Cccond 
pcrfon, plural. 

3 
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2- r. -his own praiie J For niir,, the LXX read 

22. -are taken in the toils] For nfli1, read 
imnn, in the p)ural number, Hophal; as iN:inn, 
·which anfwers to it in tl1e following member of the 
fentence: Le Clerc, I-Ioubigant. n~r,, SECKER. 

2,4. -they have finned] For m~~n, firft per­
fon, Lxx, and Chald. read iN~n, in the third 
perfon. 

25. -the heat of r.is wrath] For m~n, the Bod­
ley MS. has r,r.,:,, in regimine; more regularly. 

C H A P. XLIII. 

l. I have called thee' by thy name J ,~!VJ. 'riNi?. 
" Sic veriiones. Videtur ex nrfu 7m0

• & re ipfa le­
gendum •~v.:i ,,r,~ip, [voca,i te meo nomine ;] nam 
:frcpe ufurpatur ha~c phrafis, nunquam altera. Nam 
XLV. 24. de Cyro alia res eft. Sed dum Deus Ja­
cobum Ifraelem vocat, Dei nornine vocat. \Tide 
Exod. xxxr. 2." SECKER. 

3. I ha\'e giYen Egypt for thy ranfom J This is 
commonly fuppofecl to refer to the time of Sena­
cherib's invafion; who, when he was juft ready to 
fall upon J erufalem, foon after his entering Judea, 
was providentially (fo·erted from that defign, and 
turned his arms againfr . the Egyptians, and their 
allies the Cuihean Arabians, with their neighbours 
the Sabeans probably joined with them, under 
Tirhakah. Sec Ch:1p. xx. and xxxv1r. 9. Or, 
as there a:-e fome reafonablc objetl:ions to his opi­
nion, perlups it may mean more generally, that 

God 
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God had often faved his people at the expence of 
bther nations, whom he hacl, as it were in their 
ftead, given up to deftrucl:ioii. ' Vitringa explains 
this of Shalmanefcr's defign upon the kingdom of 
Judea, after he had dcftroyetl that of Simaria, 
from which he was diverted, by carrying die war 
againft the Egyptians, Cufhe:ms, and Sabe:.tns : but. 
of this, I think, he has no clear proof in hiftory. 
Jt is not to be wondered, that m:my things of thi,; 
kind :iliould remain verv obfcure for \\·1nt of the 
light of hiftory, which in regard to tl1de times is 
extreme\ y deficient. _ 

" Did ncit Cyrm O\·ercome thefe nations ? and 
n1ight they not be gi,·en him for relcafing the Jews ? 
It feems to ha.Ye bc:en fo from eh. xLv. 14." 
SECKER. 

7. \\Thom for my glory-] Ten Mss, (three 
Ancient,) Syr. and VLtlg. read \i1Jj?, without the 
toniunftion ,. 

8. Dring forth the people blind-] r under­
ftanu. this of the Gentiles, ::is the vcrfe following, 
not of the Jews. Their natural ftculties, if they 
h'ad made a proper ufe of them, mu.ft h:.t\·e led them 
to the knowledge of t!te bting and attributes of the 
ohe true Go<l; " for his eternal power ancl godhead, 
" if weli attended to, arc clearly iccn in lti:3 works;'' 
Rom. I. 2.0. and woulcl have prefen·ed them from 
running into the folly and :tbfur<lity of wori11iping 
idols. They arc here cldlcngcd to produce the 
evidence of the power an<l foi·cknmvledge of their 
idol-gods; a11d tl1c Jews arc juft ,~ftcrw:i.rd, ver. ro. 
appealed to as witneffrs for God in this caufe; 
therefore thcfc latter crnnot hc:re be meant by the 
people blind with eyes, ar;d dc:tC with ears. 

9. \V ho among them-] ~even :-.1s,, (three An­
tient,) am! the firft E<lition. :q86. with Svr. and 

voL. 1 r. T • • Vuk. 
,".\ 
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Vulg. read o:i:i, who among you. The prefent read-
ing is preferable. _ 

14. -the Chalde:ms exulting in their fhips] Ba­
bylon was very advantageoufiy fituated, both in 
refpecl: to commerce, and as a naval power. It was 
open to the Perfian gulph by the Euphrates, which 
was navigable by large vcficls; and being joined to 
the Tigris above Babylon by the canal called Nahar­
malca, or the Royal River, fupplied the city with 
the produce of the whole country to the north of it, 
as far as the EHxine ancl Cafpian feas. Herod.,1. 
194. Semiramis w:ts the. foundrefs of this part alfo 
of the Babylonian greatnefs; fhe improved the navi­
gation of the EHphrates ; Herod. 1. 184. Strabo, lib. 
xv r. and is fa.id to have had a fleet of three thoufand 
gallies. Huet, Hift. clu Commerce, chap. x1. \V c 
are not to Ronder, that in later times we hear little 
of the commerce and narnl power of Babylon: for, 
after the taking of the city by Cyrus, the Euphrates 
was not 6nlv rendered lcfs fit for navigation, bv 
being on th,it occafion diverted from its courfe, an~l 
left to f prcad over the whole country; but the Per­
flan monarchs, reficling in their own country, .. to 
prevent any invafion by fc;:;. on that part of their em­
pire, purpolely obftruftcd the n,wigation of both the 
river:;, by making catar:i.cL in them; Strabo, ibid. 
that is, by raifing dams .icrof~ the channel, and ma­
king artificial falls in them ; that no vcitcl of any 
iize or force could polEbly come np. Alexander 
began to reftorc the 11:.1.vigatiop o; the riYers by 
demolifhing the cataracts upon the Tigris as far up 
0.1 Seleuci,1.; i\rfrrn. lib'. ,;II. but he did not. live to 
finifh his great dciigns: thofe upon the ];,uphrates 
frill continuel!. 1\mmianus, xxn·. 1. mentions 
tl1cm .cs fobfifting in his time. 

The Prophet tl::::rcfore might ,·ery jufrly fpeak of 
the Cluldcans, as gloryi:1; in their 11aYal power in 

his 



CHAI', XLIII, IS A I A H. 

his time ; though aftenvard they had no. founc.l:ttion 
for making any foch boaft. 

15. The Creator of Ifrael] For Ni,J, Creator, 
fix MSS, (twoAntient,) have 'il~N, God. 

20. The wild beaft of the field fh:111 glorify me-] 
The image is elegant and highly poetical. God 
will gi\·e fuch an abundant miraculous fupply of 
water to his people traYerfi.ng the dry defert, in 
their return to their country, that even the wild 
beafts, the fcrpents, the oihiches, and other ani­
mals, that haunt thofe aduft regions, ihall be fen­
fi.ble of the bleiling; and fuall break forth imo 
thankfgiving and praifes to him for the unufual 
refreiliment, which they recciye from his fo plenti­
fully watering the fandy wafres of Arabia Defcna, 
for the benefit of his people pailing through them .. 

22-24. But thou hail not inrnkect-] Th1: 
connetl:ion is: But thot,, Ifrael, whom I h:we cho­
fen, whom I have formed for rnyfelf, to be my 
witnefs againft the falfe gods of the nations; even 
thou haft rern!tecl from me, haft neg1etl:ed my wor­
fhip, anrl. haft been pcrpetmlly running after ftrange_ 
gods. The cmphafis of this ~ncl the following parts 
of the fenteucc, 0n which the frni~ depends, fcems 
to lie on the words Mc, on J\h- account, &c. The 
Jews were diligent in performi;1g the external fcn·i­
ces of religion; in offering pr;i.ycrs, incenle, facri­
fices, oblations: but their prayers were not offered 
with faith; and their oblations were made more fre­
quently to their idols, than to the God of their fa­
thers. The Hebrew idiom cxcl,1dcs with a general 
negatiYe, ih a comparati\·e frnie, one or two objects 
oppofcd to one another: thus, " I will h:n-c mere,·, 
and not facrifice." Hofea, v r. 6. " For I Ji)ake ;;ot 

to your fathers, mr commanded them,-concerning 
burnt-offerings or facrifi.ces: but this thing I com­
manded them, faying, Obey my rnicc." Jer. vu. 
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22, 23. Ann the meaning of th:s place of Ifaiah 
ieems to be much the fame with that of Amos; who 
fl.owe\'cr has explained at large both parts of the 
comparifon, and f pecifie<l the falfe f<:rvi<:e oppof ctl 
to the i:ruc: 

'' Have ye offered unto Me facrifices and offerings, 
" In the wilderncfs forty years, 0 houfe of lfracl? 
"' Nay, but ye have borne the tabermcle of your Mo­

,, loch, 
" Anu Chiun, yoUT images; 
'' The frar of your God, which you made to your-

felves." Amos v. 25. 26. 

22. Neither ha.ft thou labonred-J For Ji)})' ,:,, 

i.xx and Vulg. read nv:i~l; Houbigant. The nega­
tive is repeated, or referred to, by the conjunction 
, ; as in many other places, See Note on chap. 
xx:1n. 4. 

28. And thy princes have profaned-] Infrcad 
of ,,v ',',nNi, read ,.,.,iu ,,,n,i: So Syr. and Lxx, 
,w:1 EfLIUV;,:v Cl ae;~ci;c; ·ux dy," 11-ov, ?ll.J1p. Houbigant. 
·o, ur,xoC"/c~ crov, MSS Pachom. and I D. If. and 
Marchal. 

Ibid. -to reproach.] n::m;i,:, in the fingular 
number: fo an l\ntient ~rs. and Lxx, Syr. Vulg~ 

CHAP:-
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CH A P. XLIV. 

::?.. Jcihurun means Ifrae1. This name was given 
to that people by Mofcs, Deut. xxxu. J 5. xxx1u. 
5, and 26. The mofi probable account of it ieems 
to be that in which the J ewith commentators agree; 
namely, that it is derived from illJ', and fignifies 
upright. In the fame manner, Ifrael, as a people, 
is called C~IUO, per/eel, c;hap. XLII. H). They were 
taught of God, and abundantly furnifhed with the 
means of rectitude and perfcclion in his fervice and 
worihip. 

4. -as the grafs among the waters] ,,~~n 1~JJ, 
" They fh:).ll fpri ng up in t h~ mi(!fl ~(, or rather, in 
among, the grafs." This cannot be right: ten l\lSS 7 

and two Edi~jons, have 11JJ, or p:::i. Twenty-four 
:Mss read it without the ,, 1J.'.l; and fo reads the 
Chaldee; the Syriac r::10. The true reading is in 
all probability 1•:i:;,; and the word o•;-:,, which i110uld 
ha,,e followed it, is loil: out of the Text: but it is 
happily fupplied by the LXX: w~ cm~ fi:a"OV v'd0tTQf. 

,.:: In eyery place where there is water, there is al­
ways grafs: for water makes e,·ery thing g:-ow in the 
Eaft." Sir John Chardin's Note on 1 King's x nH. 

5. Harmer's Ob{en". r. p. 54. 
5. -ihall be callel1] l',tifo·e, ~~~?\ r..1"191,Erm, 

Symmachus. 
Ibid. And this foall infcribe his hand to J 1mo­

~- A11] K!X2 EU(:O~ E'lri:,1;,!X,Jm 'Xi'F' (·y:E:f°', Aq. Syrn.) 
c-urou, .. ~u 0,;ov E1p-1: " Anrl another fhall write upon 
his hand, I belong to Goel." LXX. They feem to 
ha,·e read here, as before, •~~ i11i7'~- But th(; rep.:-­
tition of the fame phrafe without any variatioE is not 
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elegant. However, they feem to have underftood it 
rightly, as an a1lufion to the marks, which were 
made by punctures rendered indelible by fire, or by 
fl:aining, upon the hand or fome other part of the 
body, fignifying the ftate or character of the perfon, 
artd to whom he belonged: the flave was marked 
with the name of his mafter; the foldier, of his 
commander ; t!-ie idolater, with the name or cnfign 
of his god: ~l')'f.l..Oi,TO(, E'T,i')'pot,+Jo,µrn;,, 0/(X. TWV ~eCJ!,JSVOf.1..c­

vwv ell -rC'-•~ x=p·nv. Aetius apud Turnebum Adverf. 
xx1 Y. 12. " Victuris in cute punctis milites fcripti 
& matriculis inferti jurare folent." Vegetius, 11. 5. 
And the Chriftians fcern to have imitated this prac­
tice, by what Pro:::opius fays on this pbce of Ifaiah: 
'lO d: TH• XElPI, d:c,, -ro ~1~E1V 1rrw~ -wo7'.7'.ot1~ E7ft xa;,1rwv, 

'YJ ~eO:.?(iOV:,,;v, 71 _-;-ou ~~veou TO O"Yf/.J.H0V, r, T'YJV. Xp,~ou ureo­

C,'Y)yoe·ay. " Becaufe many marked their wrifts, or 
their arms, with the fign of the Crofs, or with the 
name of Chrift." See Rev. xx. 4. Spencer, De 
Leg. Hebr. lib. 1.1. cap. 20. 

7. -let them declare unto us.l For ,~,, unto 
them, the Chalclee reads i.:i',, unto us. The LXX reads o:h 
unto }'011; which is preferable to the reading of theText. 
But ir.i', and i.:i', arc frequently mifb.ken one for the 
other: fee Chap. x. :!9. Pf. LXXX. 7. LXIV. 6. 

8. F_t:ar ye not-l " i:,in nuf quam occurrit: 
forte ,~i~n, timete." SEcKER. Two Mss read 
,;,,,,n. 

9 , 1 o. That eyery one may be afh:11ned, that he 
ha:h formed a god] The Bocllcian Ms, one of the 
:fir{t extant for its antiquity and authority, inl1eacl 
of ''D at the beginning of the I oth yerfe has ,:::,, which 
greatly clears up the _conf-r:uf'tio_n of a very ?bfcure 
pa{fage. The Lxx.likcwdc cl~icly conne(!: 11; con­
fl:ruftion the end of Yer. CJ· with the begmnmg of 
ver. 10. and wholly omit the interrogative'~~, ,vhich 
embarraffes the fentcnce: w:;-x..uv:;irrci'rn101 -;;;} .. o:rrrrcv,.=~ 

0Jo,, 
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0Eov, 'K.0!.1 yil.uq,o,-q t.TO!.VTE~ a.v:,;,1,t7'.'f/ : agreeably to the 
reading of the MS abovementioned. 

11. Even the workmen themfelYcs fhall blufh J I 
do not know, that any one has e,·er yet interpreted 
thefe words to any tolerably good fcnfe : nn:, C'!UiTTi 
ci2'U.J. The Vulgate? and our Tranflators, have 
rendered them very fairly, as they are written and 
pointed in the Text: " Fabri enim funt ex homini­
bus." " And the workmen they :i.re of men." Out 
of which the commentators haYe not been able to 
extra.cl: any thing worthy of the Prophet. I haYe 
giYen another explanation of the place; agreeable 
enough to the context, if it can be deduced from 
the words themfeh-es. I prefume, that ciN, rub1!it, 
may fignify erubuit, to be red through fhame, as 
as well as from any other caufc; though I cannot 
produce any example of it in that particular fenfe: 
and the wor,l in the Text I would point OJ~:?; or 
if any one ihould objetl: to the irregularity -~f the 
number, I would read 0 1rJ1NO. But I rather think, 
that the irregularity of the conftrucl:ion has been the 
cau[e of the obfcurity, and has given occafion to 
the miftaken puncl:uation. The fingular is fame­
times put for the plural; fee Pf. !,XVIII. 31. and 
the participle for the future tenfc; fee IC LX. I 1. 

I 2. -cuttcth off-] ,¥,l;'~, Participiu111 Pihcl 
of i:::v, to cut; ftill ufcd in th~t fcnfc in the Ara 
bic. See Simonis Lex. Heb. The LXX and Syr. 
take the word in this form; but they render it, 
Jharpeneth the iron. See Cafl-ell. Lex. i11 Yoce. 

The Sacred \Vritcrs are generally large and elo­
quent upon the fuhjecl: of idolatry: they treat it 
with gre;i,t feverity, and fet forth the abfurdity of it 
in the ftrongeft light. But this p;'l{fage. of ffaiah, 
ver. I 2-20. fa,r exceeds any thing that ever was 
written upon • the fubje&, in force of argument, 
energy of cxprdlion, and elegance of compofition. 
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One or two of the Apocryphal vV riters have nt­
tempted to imitate the Prophet, but with yery i.ll 
fuccefs: ,vifd. x111. 11-19. xv. 7, &c. Baruch; 
chap. v1. efpecially the lat~er: who injudicioufly 
dilating his matter, and introducing a 1rnmber of 
minute circumftances, has Yery much weil,kenycl t~1e 
force ancl cft~cl of his invectiv~. On the contrary a 
Heathen Author, in the ludicrous way, has, in a 
line or two, given idolatry or;e of the fev~reft 
ftrokes it eyer received; • • 

~' Olim truncus eram ficu~nus, in utile lignum; 
" Cum faber, incertus 'fcamnum faceretne Priapum, 
"Maluit effo Deum.'' • Hcrat. 

14. He hcweth down-] For I:li;)?, the Lxx, 
and Vulg. read ni:::i, or n,:::i,. • 

16. And with part-J Twenty-three :w~s, 1,xx, 
and Vulg. add the conjunction,, i,l,',. • 

I 8. ~their eyes arc clofed up J The LXX, Chalcl. 
anc. Vulg. for n~, read 1n~,?- ~ee Note on ch:!p. 
YI, 10, 

20. He feecleth on a:fhcs J He focc1eth on th;,._t 
which aflurcleth no nourifhment: a prorcrbial ex­
prefiion for ufing ineffectual means, ;nd bcftowing 
labour to no purpofe. In the fame fenfr Hofca fay~~ 
"Ephraim feedeth on wincl.1

' Cktp. xrr. I. • 

~2. I h:tYe made thy tranfgreflions Yani1h ;,v,·;:i,y 
like a cloud, And thy fins like a. ,·apour.J Longi­
nus ;:i,clmi:recl the fublimity of th~ fcntimcnt, as well 
as the h:irmony of the nrn,1hers, in th~ following 
ientence of Demofthcnc;s: To:..,-:-o To ~YJ:t;wµ.'h TC~ -ro,, 
7~1 ':lfO~t/ 7.iJE~t;xnx ,UYJ~V~V 7o'X~SA.~E~~ E'T.CJ;jT:V 'c.JT_'T.cp Y:J.,a,, 
" Tlus decree made the danger then bangrng ovcf 
the city pa(~ away like a. clornl." 

z4. -_-by myfelf] Thirteen :-.rss, (fix Anticnt,)_ 
c.onfi,1111_ the !:eac!ing of the.: K::r:, 'J7:•~~-
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':! i- \Yho fayeth to the <lecp, Be thou wafted] 
Cyrus took Babylon by bying the bed of the En .. 
phratt:s dry, and leading lm army into the city by 
niglit through the empty channel of the river. This 
remarkable circumlbnce, in which the event fo 
exattly corref ponded with the Prophecy, w:is ;-,lfo 
noted by Jeremiah: 

A drought fl1all be upon her waters, 
dried up:-

I will l;1y her fra dry; 

7A.nd I will fcorcl1 llp her fprings." 

and they fh;i.ll be 

Jer. L. 38. LI. 36. 

It is proper here to give fome account of the 
means and method, by which the frratagem of Cy­
rus was efictl:ed. 

Th~ Euphrates in the middle of furnmer, from 
tbe meiting c.f the fnows on the mountains of Ar­
menia, like the Kile, o,·erflows the country. In 
prder M diminiih the inundation, ancl to earn- off 
rhe waters, two canals were made by Ncbucl1;:;,clnezzar 
a hundred miles abo,·e the citv; the firfi: on the: 
Eaftern ficle callcn Naharmalca, 'or the Royal River. 
by which the Euphrates w?..s let into the Tig::-is; the 
other on th(: Vi/ t''.tcrn fide, called Pall::-,copa~, or 
~aharaga, (tDN -1:,J, the R.iver of the Pooi,) by 
,~hich the redunJant waters were cJ.rried into a vafl: 
lake, forty milc,fqmre, contriYcdr.ot only tokffcn 
the inundation, hut for ;:;, rc[c:Toir, Y',ith nu;ces, 
to water the barren country on the J\rab;:rn :lide. 
Cyrus, by turning the whole ri\·er into t!ic L1l:c by 
the Pallacopas, laid the ch:11111-::i, ,•;lie:·,_: it r:m 
through the city, almofr dry; fo rhat Iii:-; army 
entered.it, ho~h ahoYc li1ll b~low, by the b~J of the 
river, the water 11ot r<:aching abm·e the n::l!cllc of 
the thigh. Br the gn:at (1:1:1r:.tity of watc:· kt into the 
!uke, the iluiccs J.nd chr~1s were defrroyed; ancl he-
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ing never repaired afterward, the waters f pread over 
the whole country below, and reduced it to a mo­
rafs, in which the river is loft. " Ingens modo & 
navigabilis, inde tenuis rivus, defpectus emoritur; 
& nufquam manifeil:o exitu effluit, ut alii omnes, 
fed deficit." Mcla, III. 8. Herod. 1. 185. 190. 
Xenophon. Cyrop. v I 1. Arrian. v I I. 

28. Who fayeth to Cyrus, Thou art my ihep­
herd] " Pafior meus es." Vulg. The true reading 
feems to be :i.nN \v,; the word nm~ has probably 
been dropt out of the Text. The fame word is loft 
out of the Text, Pf. cxrx. 57. It is fupplied by 
LXX by the word El, 

Ibid. Who fayeth to Jerufalem J For ,~N?i, LXX, 

and Vulg. reacl iriiN:i. 
Ibid. -and to the Temple J ,:ii:,;,, as C?llni1; 

before; the prepofition is neceffary; and the Vul­
gate fecms to read fo. Houbigant. 

C II A P. XLV. 

1. And ungird the loins of kings] Sec Note on 
Chap. v. 27. Xenophon gives the following lift of 
the nations conquered by Cyrus: the Syrians, .Affy­
rians, Arabians, Cappadocians, both the Pluygians, 
Lydians, Carians, Phenicians, Babylonians. He 
moreover reigned o-1·er the Bactrians, Indians, Ci­
licians, the Sane, Paphlagoncs, and Mariandyni. 
Cyrop. lib. 1. p. 4. Etlit. Hutchinfon, 4t0

• All 
thcfe kingdoms he acknowkgcs, in his Decree for 
the Refioration of the Jc;ws, to have been gi\'cn to 
him by J Enov AH, the God of hcaxen. Ezra, 1. 2 • 

. Ibid. That I may open before him the vah-es; 
And the gates ihall not be ihut.] The gates of Ba-
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bylon within the city, leading from the {heets to 
the river, were providentially left open, when Cy­
rus's forces entered the city in the night through the 
channel of the river, in the general diforder occa­
fioned by the great feafl: which was then celebrated: 
otherwife, fays H~rodotus, I. 191. the Perfians 
would have been ihut up in the bed of the river, 
and taken as in a net, and all defl:royed. And the 
gates of the palace were opened imprudently by the 
king's orders, to inquire what was the caufc of the 
tumult without; when the two parties under Go- . 
brias and Gadatas ruihecl in, got po:ffcffion of the 
palace, and flew the king. Xenoph. Cyrop. VII. 

P· 528. 
2. -the mountains-] For c,,~1iT, a word not 

eafi.ly accounted for in this place, the Lxx read 
c,,,il, rn 0211- Two ::v1ss have C'i1il, without the,; 
which is hardly diftingui1l1able from the reading of 
the LXX. The Divine protection that attended Cy­
rus, and rendered his expedition againfr Babylon 
eafy and prof pcrous, is finely exprefled by God's 
going before him, and making the mountains level. 
The image is highly poetical: 

"At vos, qua veniet, tumidi fubfi<lite montcs, 
" Et faciles curvis vallibus efle vix." 

Ovid. Amor, II. 16. 

Ibid. The nlves of brafs-J Abydenus, apud 
Eufeb. Prcep. Ernng. 1x. 41. fays, tlnt rhe wall of 
Babylon had brazen gates. And Herodotus, I. 179. 
more particul_arly: " In the wall all round there are 
a hundred gates all of brafs: and fo in like manner 
arc the fi<lcs and the lintels." The gates lib:wife 
within the city, opening to the rinr from the feve­
ral frrcets, were of brafs : as were thofc alfo of the 
Temple of Bclus. Id. 1. 180, 181. 
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3. I will give unto thee the trcafurcs of dark.ncfs] 
S.:.rdcs and Babylon, when taken by Cyrus, were the 
'Wealthieft cities in the world. Crcefus, celebrated 
beyond all the kings of that age for his riches, ga\·c 
up his trcafi.ues to Cyrus, with :rn ex:::.ct acc~)Unt in 
writing of the whole, containing the particul::trs with 
which each waggon was loaded, when they were 
carried away: and they w.ere deli,·ered to Cyrus at 
the palace of Babylon.. :Xenoph. Cyrop. Ii b. v II. 
P· 5°3· 515· 54-D• 

. Pliny gives the fullowing account of the wealth 
taken by Cyrus in Afia. " Jam Cyrus, devicb . 
.Afia pondo xxx r v rnillia [ auri] invenerat; prreter 
Yafa aurea, aurumque facl:um, & in eo folia, ac pla­
t;.1num, vitemqtie. Qua vi&oria argenti quingenta 
millia bilentorurn reporta,·it; & craterem Scmirami­
d i$, cujus pond us quindecim talenta colligebat. 
Talentum amem .iEgyptium pondo LXXX patere [I. 
capere] Varro tradit." Nat. Hift. xxxrn. 15. 

The gold and filver, eftimated by weight in this 
account, being. conYcrted into pounds fterling, 
amount to £. 1 ~6,224,000. Brerewood, Pe Ponde-
ribus, cap. x. • 

7. Forming light, and creating darknefs J It was the 
great principle of the Magian religion, ~hich pre­
vailed in Perfia in the time of Cyrus, and in which 
probably he was educated, that there are Two fu­
preme, co-eternal, and indepcndcilt Caufes, a1ways 
acl:ing in oppofition one to the othei; one the au­
thor of all good, the other of all evil; the Good be­
ing they called Light; the EYil being, Darknefs : 
that, when Light had the aicendant, then good and 
happincfs pre,·ailecl among men ; when Darkncfs had 
the fuperiority, then evil and mifrry abounded. An 
opinion, that contraditl:s the cleareft evidence of our 
r(afon, which plainly leads us to the acknowlege­
mrnt of One only Supreme being, infinitely gc1ocl :cs 
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well as powerful. \Vith reference to this abfurd 
oninion, held by the perfon to whom this Prophecy 
is

1 

ad<lreffed, Goel by his Prophet, in the moft fig• 
nific::mt terms, affcrts his omnipotenc<a: antl :lbfolutc 
fuprcmacy: 

"I am JEHOY AH, and none elfc; 
" Forming light, and creating darkncfs; 
'' Making peace, ;rni.! creating evil: 
"I JEBo~·AH am the amhor of all tllefc things.'' 

Declaring, that thole· Powers, whom the Perfians 
held to be the original ,wthors of good and evil to 
mankind, rcprefrnting them by Light and D;irknefs, 
as their proper emblems, arc no others than crea­
ftues of God, the inihuments which he employs in. 
his government of the world, ord;,.inc<l or permitted 
by him in order to execute his ·wife :.md jufr decrees;. 
:in<l that there is no Power, either of good or e,·:l, 
independent of the One ~upr~mc GoJ, infinite in 
pO\ter and in guodnefs. 

'fhere were however fome among the Perfi:ms~ 
whofe fentiments were more moderate a3 to this mat­
ter: who held the EYil principle to be ii1 fomc mea­
fure fubordinatc to the Good ; and that 'the former 
would at length be wholly fubdued by the latter. 
See Hyde, De Relig. Vet. Perf. cap: xxrr. 

That this opinion preYailed among the Perfians ~s 
~:uly as the time of Cyrus, we may, I think, infer, 
not only from this paifage of Ifaiah, which has a 
manifeft reference to it, but likewifc from a pa.it'tgc 
in Xenophon's Cyropxdia, where the fame doB:rine 
ii'i applied tq the human mind. Arafpes, a noble 
young Periian, had fallen in love with the fair 
c·aptivc fa:_1thea, committed. to his charge by Cyrus-. 
After all his boafting, that he was fuper;or to the 
afiaults of that paffion, he yielded fo far to it, as 
even to threaten violence, if the would not comply 
with his dcfires. Awed by the reproof of Cyrus, 
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fearing his difpleaf ure, and having by cool reflection 
recovered his reafon; in his difcourle with him on 
this fubject, he fays, " 0 Cyrus, I have certainly 
two fouls; and this piece of phiiofophy I • have 
learned from that wicked fophift Love. For if I had 
but one foul, it would not be at the fame time good 
and evil; it would not at the fame time approve of 
honourable and bafe actions ; and at once defire to 
do, and refufe to do, the very fame things. But it 
is plain, that I am animated by two fouls; and when 
the good foul prevails, I do what is virtuous; and 
vvhen the evil one prcYails, I attempt what is vi­
cious. But now the good foul prevails, having got­
ten you for her afliftant, and has clearly gained the 
fuperiority." Lib. vr. p. 424. 

8. Drop down, 0 ye heavens-J The eighty­
fifth Pfalm is a very elegant ode on the fame fubjecl: 
with this part of lfaiah's Prophecies; the Refi:ora­
tion of Judah from captivity; and is, in the moft 
beautiful part of it, a manifeft imitation of this paf­
fage of the Prophet: 

"Verily his Salvation is nigh unto them that fear i1im, 
"That Glory may dwell in our land. 
"l\Iercy and Truth have met together; 
" R ighteoufnefs and Peace have kiffed each other. 
"Truth !hall li,rir r..: out of the earth, 
"And Righteoufnefs fhall lo:1k down from heaven. 
"Even JEl!OVAH will give that which is good, 
" And our land !hall yield her produce. 
'' Righteoufnefs lh:dl go before him, 
"And ihall direcl his footfieps in the way." 

f'J: LXXXV. IO-I4, 

Thefc images of the dew and the rain detcending 
from heaven, and making the earth fruitful, em­
ploye1l by the Prophet, and fame of thofe nearly of 
the fame kind which are ufed by the Pfalmift, may 
perhaps be primarily underftood, as dcfigncd to fct 
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forth in a f plendid manner the happy ftate of God', 
people reftored to their country, and fiouriiliing in 
peace and plenty, in piety and virtue: but Juitice 
and Salvation, Mercy and Truth, Ri6hteoufnefs and 
Peace, and Glory dwelling in the land, cannot with 
any fort of propriety, in the one or the other, be 
interpreted as the confcquence5 of that event; they 
mutt mean the blcffings of the great Redemption by 
Meffiah. 

Ibid. -let fah-ation produce her fruit] For iiEl~, 
the 1.xx, Vulg. and Syr. read ili91i; ancl a ;1.rs ha:i 
a rafure clofe after the latter,, which probably was 
i1 at firft. 

9. \Vo unto him, that contcndeth with the power 
that formed him J The Prophet anfaers or pre.-ems 
the objections and ca.-ils -of the unbclie,ing J cws, 
dif pofed to murmur again fr God, and to arr:1ign the 
wifclom and juftice of his difpenfations in regard to 
them; in permitting them to be oppreffe<l by their 
enemies, and in promifing them dcliYerance inftcad 
of preventing their captiYity. St. Paul has borrow­
ed the image, and !us applied it to the like purpofo 
with equal force and elegance: "Nay, but, 0 man! 
who art thou that replieft againft God? .Shall the 
thing formed fay to him that formed it, wliy haft 
thou made me thus ? Ilath not the p"Jtter po\\'er 
over the clay out of the fame lump to rn:>.k~ one ,·ef­
fel to honour, and another to difhonour ?." Ro,-11. rx. 
20, 21. 

Ibid. -and to the workrrn.n, Thou haft n'l 
handsl The Syr. renders, a, if he Juel rc,d, N~1 
,,,, ';,y:, ~n,i1) " Neither am J the \rnrk nf thv 
hands." The'Lxx, as if they h;iLi read, n?;J':J N~1 
1'? i:1'1' l'N.1, "1\c:ther haii: t!i,;u :n::dc: me; :c:}cl thou 
haft. no hands." Lnt the fault frcms to he in the 
tranf pofition of the tw,, pronouns; for 1'?v:i, rcacl 
i'?;J:li; and for ,, read ,,. ~:.; lluubi~ant corrcft-; 

it; 
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it; reading ::tlf o )?l)!l~,; which 1::dl: correcl:ion feen~s 
not altogether necdfary. The LXX in .\rss Pachom. 
and I D. 11. have it thm: ;!0:1 ,o ,pyov, our. E?(,W; •x_p­
f;"f; which favours the re:iding here propofcd. 

1 r. And he that formcth the things which are to 
come] I read i31'i, witlim1, the 1 fuffixed ; frotri 
the LXX, who join it in conftru0:ion with the fol­
lowing word; o G"o1ricra; Tc: c;;-:c~Y.PfJ-:~¼. , 

Ibid. Do ye queft:ion me-] " 'J1?NW!'l, Chald. 
rec!:e: pr~cedit .n; & fie forte kgerunt reliqui lntt." 
SECKER. 

14. The wealth of Egn:it-] This fccms to re­
late to the future admif!ion of the Gentiles info the 
Church of God. Compare Pf. Lx. ,·IIt. 32. LXXII. 

10. Chap. Lx. 6-9. And perhaps thefe particular 
nations may be named, by a metonymy common in 
in ali poetry, for powerful and wealthy nations in 
general. See Note on Chap. LX. 1. 

Ibid. The Sabeans tall of ibturc-J That the 
Sabeans were of a more majeftic appeara~ce than 
common is particulfl.rly remarked by J\gatharchides, 
an ancient Greek hiftoriaa quoted by Bochart, Pha­
leg. r I. 2.6. Ta crwfl-c.:,Tc! s;: ,xv x.cz101r.ou;J:,,;l' o:f;,oi,.ayw}pa. 
So alfo the LXX undcdb.nd it, rendering it ea-Sn 

1Y1ln;7,o,. And the fame phra(e, i17::J ,v;~, is ufed 
for perfons of extraorcEnary•ihture, l'~um. xr..-r. 3i-. 
and 1 Chron. xx. 6. 

Ibid. -and in fuppliaat guifc~ J The conjunc­
tion 1 j5 fupplied by the ..:\ncicnt Verfions, and co1i­
:firmed by fifteen Mss, (fe\·en Ancient,) and fix 
Editions, 7,';,m. Three 11,1ss, (two Ancient,) omit 
the, before 7,';,~ :it the beginning of the line. • 

16. They ::i.re afh:11ncd-J The reader cannot but 
obferve the fuddcn trar.fi.tion from the folemn ado­
ration of the fecrct and myfterious nature of God's 
counfcls, in regarcl to his people, to the ii)irited de­
nunciation of the confufion of idolaters, and the 

fin,il 
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final clefi:nH~ion of idolatry; contrafi:e<l with the 
falvation of Ifrncl, not from temporal captivity, btit 
the eternal falvation by Mcffiah, fi:rongly marked by 
t!1~ repetition and auomentation of the phrafe, to 
the ages of eternity. R~t there is not only a. fudden 
change in the fentiment; the change is equally ob­
fon·able in tl1e conftruc9:ion of the ientences; which 
from the ufual -fhort mcafure runs out at once into 
difi:ichs of the longer fort of vcrfe. See Prelim. Dif­
fert. p. lxvi. &c. There is another inihmce of the 
fame kind, and very like to this, of a ft:dclen tran­
fition in regard both to the fentiment and conftruc­
tion in Chap. XLII. r7. 

Ibid. -his·adverfaries, :i.11 of them.] This line, 
to the gre:i.t diminution of the beauty of the diftich, 
is imperfect in the prefent Text ; the fubjdl: of the 
propofition is not particubrly exprdfrc!, as it is in 
the line followiag. The V crfion of the LXX li::.p­
pily f~p_plies the word that is loft; 01 CY.,V;,;G,uE:oi c.;1.::i;,;: 
the ong111al word was,,,~. 

18. -for he formed it to be ii:lnbitc<l] An An­
tient MS has ':::l before J,:n:,';,; and fo the antient 
Vcrfions. 

19. I have not fpoke:i i:1 fecrct, i:1 a chrk pla-:e 
of the ~arth] In oppo:ition to the mailner in which 
the heathen oracles g,n-e 'their anfwers; which were 
generally cleliYcred from fome deep ::tml obkure ca­
vern. Such was the feat of the Cumca:1 Syhl: 

"Exci1um Euboica: htus ingens rnpis in antrum." 
\'ir_(_;· /E!i. 1·1. 42. 

Such w:i.s th:1.t of the famom or:1clc ::t D::lp!..ii: of 
I • I 1· St b 1· t " 1· " w 11c 1, ays ra o, 1 J. 9. 4-'lau1 " ~:~CY.1 ,~ fl·'"~ 2:0,• ca-

T:~') Y..C/1\-0Y p.1(/., (3,Aovq, CV /J.CY./\.0'. rne~';OJJ-~ '). " The ora­
c1~ i~ faid to be a hollow cw~rn of a co1i.11cle:·:i.ble 
depth, with ;i,11 opening cot. ,·ery wid~." And Dio­
dorm, r;i,·ir.g an account of th~ origin of t!1i5 or:1-

Yn L. 1r. L cL·, 
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cle, fays, ' that there was in that place a gre~t 
' chafm, or cleft, in the earth; in \\'hich very place 
' is now fitu:tted what is c11led the J\dytum of the 
' Temple.' A'a:7io,· r,,;.r/v-<1ov, ,1 TO anoxpv1,ull fl-=FO~ -rou 
hpo~•. Ilci)·ch. " i\dytum means a cavern, or the 
" hi<l<len part of tlie Temple." 

Ibid. I am JEBOV ,\H, who fpcak truth, who give 
direct anfwcrs.J This a]fo is faid in. oppofition to 
the fa]fe and ambiguous anf wers given by the hea­
then or:1clcs; of which there are many noted exam­
ples; none more fa than that of the anf wer given to 
Crcri"us, when he marched againft Cyrus; which 
piece of hifrory has fame connef.tion with this part 
of Ifaiah·s nroohccies. Let us hear Cicero's account 
of the D..:li)hi~ anfwers in general, and of this ia 
particular. '' Sed jam ad te nnio, 

0 Sancte Apollo, qui umbilicum certum terrarum 
obfides, , 

U ndc iupcrititiofa. prim1,_1m freva evafit vox fera. 

Tt!:s enim oracu]is Chryfippus totum vo]umcn im­
p!ev;t, partim fa]fis, ut ego opinor; partim cafu 
\·cris, ut fit in omni oratione fapiilime ; partim fiex­
iloquic; & obfr:uris, ut intcrprcs egeat interprcte, & 
fors ipfa ad fortes refortnda -fit; partim ambiguis, &. 
qme ad dialect:icum defcrencla :Lint. :Nam cum fors 
illa edita eft opulcntiilimo regi Afoc, 

Cr°:fus lfalym penetrans magnam perYertet opum 
\'1111 : 

hofrium Yim fcfe pervcrfurum put:1sit; pcrverrit au­
tcm fuam. Utrum igitnr enrum :1.ccicliffet, Yerum 
oracu]um foiffct_'' n~ J)iYin;,t. II. 56. 

21. -hrinP- them near, and kt them confult to­
gether] For'1:::nJi', let them confu!t, the r,x.x rc:1d 
,lt,,, !~':: them t.:• ~w; hut an i\aticnt :\15 has ;iy,-, 
" kt th'."111 cr;1:,:.: together hy appointr:;,ent ;" which 
1,- t" ·1···, 1·~l)1·, !-e ~1-~ ~rue 1·c~c11·11~· .1.li.J 11.uu.....,~ 1) v U.J.\., 1.. ""'t ~• 

23. -trutlt 
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2.1- -truth is gone forth from my mouth; The 
wonl,-] So the LXX difiinguii11 the members of 
the fentence; preferving the elegance of the con­
ftruclion, and the clearnefs of the fenfe. 

24. Saying, Only to JEHOVAH-] A MS omits 
,~, unto me; and infiead of ,~N •',, he faid, or /hall 
fay, unto me, the LXX read, in the copy which they 
ufed, ,~N',, faying. For N.J', he fhall come, in the 
fingular, twelve 1\ISs, (three Antient,) read iN.J', 
plural; and a letter is erafed at the end of the word 
in two others: and fo the Alexandrine copy of the 
Lxx, Syr. and Vulg. read it. For .ni;,i:::l, plural, 
two Mss read r,pi:::, fingular; and fo Lxx, Syr. 
Chald. 

CH A P. XLVI. 

1. Their bunhens are heavy J For t:JJ\iiN!l'), )'Our 

burthens, the LXX had in their copy □i1'nl'l'~'J, their 
burthens. 

2. They could not deliver their O\Vn charge J That 
is, their worfhipers; who ought to have been borne 
by them. Sec the two next verfes. The Chaldee 
and Syriac Verfions render it in effect to the frr.e 
purpofe, portanles fe, Jhofa that bear them, meaning 
their worfliiper3; but how they can render NW:~ in 
an active fenfe, I do not undcri.bnc.r. • 

Ibid. Even they themfclves-J For ow:m, an 
L\.ntient :!\TS h:1s t:lWEIJ ·:i, with more force. 

3-7. Ye that have been borne by me from the 
biah,-] The Prophet ,ery ingeniouily, and with 

u 2 great 
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great force, contrafrs the pO\\"cr of God, and his 
tender goodnefs effctl:ually exerted towards his peo­
ple, with the inability of the falfe gods of the hea­
then: He like an indulgent fathe1, had carried hi!:!-­
people in his arms, " as a man carrieth his fon ;" 
Dent. r. 3 r. he had protected them, and delivered 
them from their diftrefl.cs: whereas the idols of the 
heathen are forced to be carried about themfclvcs, 
and removed from place to place, with great labour 
:mcl fatigue, by their wor:fl1ipers; nor can they an­
f1,ver, or deli,·er their ,~otaries, when they cry unto· 
~hem. 

Mofes, expoftulati"ng with God on the weight of 
the charge laid upon him as leader of his people, ex­
prefl.es that charge under the fame image of a parent's 
carrying his children in very frrong terms: " Ha\'e 
" I concei,·ed a11 this people? have I begotten them? 
" that thou fbouldeft fay unto me, Carry them in 
'' thy bofom, as a nurfing father beareth the fucking 
" child, unto the land which thou fwareft unto their 
" fathers." Num. x1. 12. 

_ Pindar has treated with a juft and very elegant ri­
dicule the work of the ft:i.tuary e,·en in comparifon 
with his ovrn poetry, from this circumftance of its 
being fixed to a certain ftation. " The friends of 
Pytheas, fays the Scholiafl:-, came to the poet, cle­
:firiniI him-to ',vrite an ode on his victory. Pindar 

. 0 • 

demirndcd three drachms (mince, I foppofe 1t :fl10ukl 
be) for the ode. No, fay they, we c:i.n have a- bra­
zen {h,tue for that money, which will be better than 
a poeni: However, cli.:u~ging their minds after­
,·:~.rds, they ,:.ime :u:!d offered him ,vhat he h,,d de­
m:rnckd." This g:.i.ve hiE1 the hir..t of the follm,;ing 
ingcniens exordium of his ode: 
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E;O!n'. A11.1,.' ET.I 'v.TcY.a-r;1,~ 

oA,c.CtOo~, -E~ ,' ~i~et-:-w, 

~101-x,' arr' ,\,1,Y~c; i "'Y'l(A-
1'.01a-' ;TI Aa/.'.,o.i,;VOG v,oc; 
Tiu.9:;c..:, tvpu~0s~;7; 
No:~; N.:fJ-~1-Ctc; ..JCl,")'Y.rM/lt-r;'f"tC(SOV. N em. V, 

Thus elegantly tranfl::ttecl by Mr. Francis in a Note 
to Hor. Cann. 1v. 2. 19. 

" It is not mine with forming hand 
'' To bid a lifelefs image {land 

" For ever on its bafe: 
'' But fiv, my vt>rfcs, and proclaim 
"To diflant realms, with deathlefs fame, 

"That Pythcas conquer'd in the rapid race." 

Jeremiah fecms to be. indebted to Ifaiah for moft 
,C!J(the following paffage: 

"The praaices of the people are altogether vanity : 
"For t:,ey cut down a tree from the fcrefl:: 
"The work of the artificer's hand with the ax: 
" With filver and with gold it is adorned; 
"With nails and with hammers it is fafl:ened, that it may 

" not totter. 
-~• Like the palm-tree they fi::.nd fiiff, and c:mnot fpeak; 
" They arc carried about, for they cannot go: 
" Fear them not, for they cannot do harm ; 
"Neither is it in them to <lo good." Jer. x. 3-5. 

8. -fhew yourfelves men] il!-'~m~.niT, this word 
;is rather of doubtful derivation and iignification. It 
occurs only in fhis pb.ce: and fo:ne of the anc=e:-it 
-interpreters feem to have hacl fomething different iri 
their copies. Vulg. read ivz,.:miT, take fh.:tme to 
yourfclves. Syr. irn:tniT, confirkr ·wit!1. yourfch·es. 
Lxx, ~,Y:xf,s; perhaps i?.'.1N.i1i1, gro:m, or mourn, 
~vithin yourfeh-es. 

11. C:i.lling from the Kift the eazlc] A very pro­
~r emblem for Cyrus, as in other rcfpecl:s, fo par-

u 3 1icub:ly 
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ticularly becaufe the enfign of Cyrus was a golden 
eagle, AETOl: xpuo-ovf, the very word ~'ll, which 
the Prophet ufes here, expre:ffed as near as may be 
jn Greek letters. Xenoph. Cyrop. lib. v11. fob init. 

Ibid. And from a land] Two Mss add the con­
junction,, yiNoi; fo Lxx, Syr. Vulg. 

C H A P. XLVII. 

1. Defcend, and fit on the duft-J See Note on 
Chap. II r. 26. and on Chap. L rr. 2. 

2. Take the mill, and grind the corn J It was the 
work of Daves to grind the corn. They ufed hand­
mills : water-mills were not invented till a little be­
fore the time of Auguftus: (fee the Greek epigram 
of Antipater, which feems to celebrate it as a new 
invention: .L\nthol. Cephahc, 653.) wind-mills, long 
after. It was not only the work of flaves, but the 
hardeft work; and often inflicted upon them as a 
fcvere punifbment. 

" !vfolendum in piftrino; vapulandu111; habend.e corn-
" pedes." Terent. Phormio, II, 1. 19. 

" Hominem pifhino <lignum ! '' Id. Beaut. 111. 2. 19. 

But in the Eaft it was the work of the female flaves. 
See Exod. XI. 5. xu. 29. (in the verfion of the Lxx.) 
Matth. xx1v. 41. Homer, Ody{f. xx. 105-108. 
And it is the fame to this dav. " Women alone are 
employed to grind their corn." Shaw, Algiers and 
Tunis, p. 297. " They are the female fla,·es, that 
are generally employed in the Eaft at thofe hand-

mills. 
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mills rror grinding corn;] it is extr~meJy laborious, 
and efteemed the loweft employment in the houfe." 
Sir J. Ch::mlin, Harmer's Obf. r. p. 153. 

2. I will not fuffer man to intercede] The verb 
::lhould be pointed, or written, Y'.:l:lN, in Hiphil. 

4. Our A\·enger-J Here a chorus breax.s in 
upon the miclft of the fubjecl:; with a change of 
conftrucl:ion, as well as fcntiment, from the longer 
to the fhorter kind of \·erfc, for one difiich only: 
after which the forrner fuhjecl: and ftilc is refumc<l. 
See Note 0:1 x::. Y. 16. 

6. I was angry with my people-] God, in the 
courfe of his providence, make~ ufe C'lf great con­
qucrOis and tyrants, as his .inftruments to execute 
his judgements -in the -earth : he employs one wicked 
nation tG fcourge another. The intiicl:or of the pu­
niD11nent may perhaps be as culpab!e as the fufferer; 
and may add to his guilt by indulging his cruelty in 
executing God's juftice. \-Vhen he has fulfilled the 
work to which the Di\·ine vengeance has ordained 
him, he will become himfelf the -0bjecl: of it. See 
Chap. x. 5--r 2. God charges the Babylonians, 
though employed by himfelf to -cha!hfe his people, 
with cruelty in reg::i.rd to them. They exceeded rhe 
bounds of ju.frice and hmr.anity in opprefiing and 
cleftroying them ; and though they were really exe­
cuting the righteous decree of God, yet, as far as it 
regarded themfeh·es, they were only indulging their 
own ambition and violence. The Prophet Zcchariah 
fcts this matter in the fame light: " I w:i.s hut a lit­
" tle angry, and they hclpetl forw:ml to afriic'1ion." 
Ch. r. 15 .• 

7. Becaufe thou clirlfr not-J For •,v, rc1cl ?1; 
fo two· :--.rss, and one Editinn. And for il.ii'1n~, the 
latter end of it, read 1111,n~, thy latter end: fo 
:thirteen :!\ISS, an<l two Editions, an<l Vulg. 

v 4 9. On 
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9. On a fudden-J Inftead of 01:)r,:,, in thtir 
·fNfe8hn, as om Tranflation renders it, the LXX, 

and Syr. read i!"1 the copies, from which they tran­
flate<l, □NIY:l; /ddrn/y; parallel to y;ii, in a moment, 
in the precedir,g alternate member of the fentencc. 
'The concurrent teilimony of LXX, and Syr. fa­
voured by the context, may be fafcly oppofed to 
the a.uthority of the prefent Text. 

Ibid. Notwith1tanding the muititude-J :ii:i; 
for this fenfe of the particle :i, fee N um. x Iv. 1 1. 

11. -how to deprecate] nin!V: fo the Ch::!ldee 
renders it; which is approved by Jarchi on the 
place; and Michaelis Epim. in Prxkcl:. x1x. fee 
Pf. LXXVIII. 34-· 

Ibid. '' Videtnr in :fine [hujus commatis J deeife 
Yerbum, ut hoe membrum prioribus refpondcat." 
:SECK.:ZR. 

In order to fet in :1. proper ]ight this judicious re~ 
mark, it is necefi?iry -to gi,·e the reader an exact 
verbal tranlhtion of the whole -verfe : 

" And evil fhall come upon thee, thou {hall not know 
" how to deprecate it; 

"And rnifchief fhall fall upon thee, thou fhalt not be 
" able to expiate it; 

" P. 11d ddlruclio11 f11all come fucldcnly upon thee, thou 
" f11alt not know"--

"\.Yh,tt? how to cfcape, to arnicl it, to be dc]in:rcd 
from it; (perh:ips i1Jr.)1J r,~;::, Jer. XI. I 1.) I am 
rcrfoadcd, that a plira!c is here ]oft out of tLe Text. 
f,1t as the :rntient Verfions retain no traces of it, and 
;~ wide fald lies open tq tmccrt;iin conjecture, I haYe 
not :itrcmptc<l to fill ep the chafm; but kn-e in the 
tranfhtiu:1, as others haYe done before me, palliated 
and dilf;uii<- d the clefecr, which I cannot with any 
2.ffur:1.ncc p::-ctcncl to fupply. 

13. VVbt ,,_re the events-] For :,::N::>J read ill'J 
"1:YN: fo the Lxx, 

I .. :, 
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15. -to his own bufinefs] ,,~))?, expofitors gi,·e 
no very good account of this word in this place. In 
a :-.rs it was firft 11.JY~, which is probably the true 
reading. The fenfc however is pretty much th~ 
fame with the common interpretation. 

CH A P. XLVIII. 

1. Ye that flow from the fountain of Juclah] ~l.)ti, 
from the waters. " Perhaps ':-'01.J, from the bowels, 
[fo many others have conjectured,] or [mi;,,] '~7.J, 
or i111i1'1.J, from Judah." SECKER. But fee Michae­
lis in Prrelec1:. Not. 22. And we have Jj?;J' 1'Y, the 
fountain of Jacob, Deut. xxx1u. 28. and ;ipOQ 
';,Nilll', from the fountain of lfrael, Pf. Lxnn. 27. 
Twenty-feven 11ss, and three Editions, have 'lJ'~, 
from the days; which makes no good fenfe. 

6. -behold, the whole is accompliihccl] For 
inn, fac, a MS has i1li1, this; thou haft heard the 
whole of this: the Syriac has n,m,, thou haft beard, 
and thou ha/I fem, the whole. Perhaps it fl10uld be 
;·m,, behold. In order to exprefs the full fenfc, I 
have rendered it fomewhat paraphraftically. 

9. And for the fake of my praifc J I read l:JD~i 
'Ji?i1J7. The word ll.'7J~, though not abfolutely ne­
ceffary here; for it may be und~rftood as fupplied 
from the preceding member, yet feems to have been 
removed from l1ence to ver. 11 ; where it is rc­
dnncbnt, and where it is not repeated, in LXX, Syr. 
ancl a :-.rs. I h:tYc therefore omitted it in the latter 
pkcc; ancJ. ;,i.ddcd it here, 

'J.O, 
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10. I have tried thee-J For 1',iinJ, I have 
chofan thee, a :rvrs has 1'jjJnJ, I have tried thee. And 
fo perhaps read the Syriac and Chaldee interpreters: 
they retain the fame word inin:i; but in thofe lan­
guages rt fignifies, I haYe tried thee. tp:i::l, quaji 
argentum. Vulg. 

1 r. for how would my name be blaf phemed ?] 
The word 'O~, my name, is dropt out of the Text: 
jt is fupplied by a Ms which has 'r.'O; and by Lxx_, 
oTt -ro Ef-CV o,o[-Lcx. B::bl-JA~rn,. The Syr. and Vulg. get 
over the difficulty, by making the verb in the firft 
perfon; that / may not be bfafphemed. 

12. -0 Jacob, my fervant] After JP~', a Ms, 

and the two old Editions of 1486, and LJ88, ad<l 
the word '1Jl!, which is loft 011t of the prefent Text; 

• and there is a rafure in its place in another Antient 
MS. 'The Jerufalem Talmud has the fame word. 

Ibid. For 'J~ ~:-t, even I, two Antient :r.;:ss, and 
the antient Ver!icms, read 'J}n, and I; more pro­
perly . 
. 14. \Vho among you-] For t:lilJ, among them, 

twenty-one Mss, (nine Antient,) and two Editions, 
(one of them that of the year 1488,) have o:i.J., 
among you: and fo the Syriac. 

Ibid. He, whom J 1-.nov An hath loved, wi11 exe~ 
cute J That is Cyrus : fo Symmichus 113.s well ren. 
dere<l it. ·•o~ o Kvp:o; ii-yixr.-'IJT:, wo1r;,E, 10 ~<A'i'Jf-" 
ow.ov. 

Ibid. -on the Chaldean'-] The Prepofition is 
loft; it is fupplicd in the Edition of 1486, which 
has □\iv:i::i: and fo Chald. and Vulg. 

16. Draw near unto me, and hear ye this] After 
the word 1.Jii', draw nem·, a Ms adds □\,), 0 ye 1u­

tiow; which, as this, and the two preceding Yerfes 
are plainly ad<lrefled to the idolatrous nations, re­
proaching their gods, as unable to pre<litl: future 
e:vents, is probably genuine. 

Ibid. 
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Ibid. -and hear-] A ?,ts adds the conjunction, 
,yoiu,; and fo Lxx, Syr. Vulg. 

Ibid. -I have not f po ken in fecret] The Alex­
andrine copy of LXX ad<ls here, cud.: cV T01T"t:J YiJG u-,c.o­

n,v~, 1101· iil a dark place of the earth, as in XLV. 19. 
Th:.t it fb.nds rightly, or at leaft ftood very early, in 
this place of the verfion of the Lxx, is highly pro­
bable; becau[e it is acknowleged by the Arabic 
Verfion, and by the Coptic, MS St. Germain de. 
Prez, Paris, tranflatcd likewifc from the LXX. But 
whether it fhould be infertcd, as of right belonging 
to the Hebrew text, may be doubted; for a tran­
fcriber of the Greek Verfion might eafily add it by 
memory from the parallel place; and it is not ne­
ceifary to the fenf e. 

Ibid. -when it began to exift J An Antient MS 

has orw;,, they began to cxifl:: and fo another had 
it at firfl:. 

Ibid. I had decreed it] I take t:lll' for a verb, not 
an adverb. 

Ihid. And now the Lord JEnov AH bath fent me, 
and his Spirit] T,, ,c;,v o EV -rw Hrc.:1e:: 7'.:;ywv; xo::v v:.iv 
Ku~10; o:r.:;c;.:,AE f'-E xcx1 -ro IlvEUfJ-~ c.:uro~• EV CrJ' ",1J.·p,(;o?-..ov 
ovro; ':"OU PrJTOV, ~OTEf?ll O Ilt:.:Ti),J XC.:1 'TO 'A,1011 'n v,vp.~: ~::-£­
r;:171.rxv Tov l,ia-cvv, n o ITom;~ o:-;:-"c;aAE ,ov TE Xp1;cv x.:x.1 -:-~ 

.A"jtCY Hvcvp.a· TC awrspov 2;.v CXl,,J9cG• "\Vho is it, 
that faith in Ifaiah, And now the Lonl hath fent 
me and his, Spirit? in which, as the expref1ion is 
ambiguous, is it the Father and the Holv Spirit who 
haYc ient Jcfos; or the Father, who hath knt both 
Chritt and the Holy Spirit? The latter is the true 
interpretation." Origen. cont. Celf. Lib. r. I have 
kept to the or<ler of the words of the original, on 
:purpo{e that the ambiguity, which Origen remarks 
m the \'erfion of r,xx, and which is the farne in the 
Hebrew, might frill remain, and the fcnfr, which 

he 
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lie gi·vcs· to it, be offered to the rc:1<ler's judgement; 
which is wholly excluded in our vulgar Tr:mflation. 

18. like the River J That is, the Euphrates. 
19. -like that of the bowels thereof] ':VO 'N~Nl:I 

~\l1;-t tl:11 o~n. " As the iffue of the bowels of the 
fe:1; that is, the fifhes." Salam. b. Mekc. And fo 
likcwifc Aben Ezra, Jarchi, Kimchi, &c. 

Ibid. Thy name] For 101V, his name, the LXX. 

h::i.d in the copy from which they tranfiated 10~, thy 
name. 
. ~o. -and make it he;,,.rd-J Twenty-feven Mss, 
(ten Antient,) and one Edition, prefix to the verb 
the conjuntl:ion ,, w~oivm. 

2 I. They thirfted not in the deferts-J Kimchi 
has a furprifing obfervation upon this place : " If 
"the prophecy, fays he, relates to the return from 
~, the Babylonii11 Captivity, as it feems to do, it is 
H to be wondered, how it comes to pafs, that in the 
<:, book of Ezra, in which he gives an account of 
" their return, no mention is made, that fuch mi­
H racles were wrought for them; as, for infrance, 
~, that God claYe the rock for them in the defert." 
It is realiy much to be wondered, that one of the 
moft learned and jt!dicious of the Jewii11 expofitors 
of the Oid Teftament, ha\·ing advanced fa far in a 
large comment on Ifa.iahi ihoulrl. appear to be totally 
ignorant of the Prophet's manner of writing; of the 
Pa:·;.1holic fcyle~ which p::evails in the writings of al! 
t!1c Prophets; an<l more particularly in the Prophe­
.cy of lfaiah; which abounds throughout in Parabo­
lic ir,uges from the ~eginning to the end; from. 
,; He:u, 0 hea·rens, ~mJ give ear, 0 earth," to 
'' the ·worm ancl the :fire" in the laft ver!e. And 
J10w came he to keep his \.Vondrrment to himfelf fo 
Jong? V/hy did he not expect, that the hiftorian 
fooultl h:.--.vc related, hmv, as they palfed through 
d1e dcfr;-r, cctlars, pines, :.1.ntl olive trees ihot up at 

once 
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once on the ficlc of the way to ffo1.de them; and that 
infread of briers and brambles the acacia and the 
myrtle f prung up under their feet, according to 
God's promifes, Chap. XLI. 19. and LV. 13? Thefe 
and a multitude of the like parabolical or poetical 
images were never intended to be underfiood lite­
rally. All that the Prophet defignccl in this place; 
ancl which he has executed in the moft: elegant m~n­
ner, was an amplification and illuftration of the gra­
cious caic and protection of God, vouchfafed to hii 
people in their return from Babylon, by an allufion 
to the miraculous Exodus from Egypt. See De S. 
Poeii Hebr. Prrel. 1x. 

22. There is no peace, faith JEHOVAH, to th~ 
wicked.] Si<! below Note on Chap. LYII. 21. 

C I-I A P. XLIX. 

r. Hearken unto me, 0 ye di{b.nt lands-! Hi­
therto the.fubjccl of the prophecy has been -chieflv 
confined to the Redemption from the Captivity of 
Babylon; with fhong intimations of a more impor­
tant Dcli,·erancc fometimcs thrown in; to the refu­
tation of ictolatry; and the ckmonfiratica of the in­
finite pm,·er, wif<lom, and foreknowle-ge of Go,l. 
The character :rntl office of the Mdfrd1 was exhi­
bited in general terms at the beginning of Chap. 
XLII. bttt here he is introclucccl in perfon, <lecl:.uincr 
the full extent of his commiiTion; which is not only 
to refiore the Ifraelites, and reconcile them to their 
Lord and F:1tl1\:r, from wl1om they h:::.cl fo often r,'­
voltcd; but to be a light to Iiglitcn the Gcutilc.;, to 

c::tll 



NOTES ON CHAP. Y.LIX. 

call them to the knowlege and obedience of the true 
God; and to bring them to be one church together 
with the Ifraelites, and to partake with them of the 
fame common falvation procured for aH by the great 
Redeemer and Reconciler of man to God. 

2. And he bath made my mouth a :fharp fword-J 
The fervant of God, who fpeaks in the former part 
of this Chapter, muft be the Meiiiah. If any part 
of this charac<:l:er can, in any fenfe, belong to the 
Prophet; yet in fame parts it muft belong exclu­
fo·ely to Chrift; and in all parts, to Him in a much 
fuller and more proper fenfe. Ifaiah's million wai 
to the Jews; not to diftant nations, to whmn the 
f peak er in this place addreifes himfelf. " He bath 
made my mouth a :fharp f word:" " to reprove the 
·wicked, and to denounce unto them punifhment," 
fays Jarchi, underftanding it of Ifaiah: but how 
much better docs it fuit him, who is reprefented as 
having " a fharp two-edged fworcl going out of his 
mouth," Rev. I. 16. who is himfelf the Word of 
God ; which " "\Vorel is quick and powerful, and 
:!harper th:m any two-edged fword, piercing even to 
the dividing afundcr of foul and f pirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and a difcerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart." Heb. n-. 12. This mighty 
Agent and In:fl:rument of God, " long laid up in 
ftore with him, and foaled up among his treafurcs," 
is at !aft revealed, and produced by his power, and 
under his protection, to execute his great and holy 
purpofes: he is compared to a polifhed i11aft ftored 
in his quiver for uCc in his due time. The polifhed 
:thafr denotes the fa1i1e efficacious wor<l, which is 
before reprefentcd by the :fltarp [word. The doc­
trine of the Go[ pd pierced the hearts of its he:irers, 
" bring:ng into captivity every thought to the obe­
dience of Cliri.ft." TI~c mctavho:- of the fi,\·or<l and 
the arrcw, a ]pEccl to pov.-e,f~l ipcech, 1s bold, yet 

iuit 
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juft. It has been employed by the moft ingenious 
heathen writers, if with equal elegance, not with 
equal force. It is faid of Pericles by Ariftophanes., 
(fee Cicero Epiil'. ad Atticum xu. 6.) 

·o • 1.rrw; Ex,;7V:I, )(,(XI JJ,OVO) 'TWV p11-roi~11 

To XEVTevli eyx"1fAEl7TE 'TOI) oixeOWJ.J.!:V~t;.. • 

Apud D;od. Lib. xrr, 

His powerful fpeech 
Pierced the hearer's foul, and left behind 
Deep in his bofom its keen point infixc. 

Pindar is particularly fond of this metaphor, and 
frequently applies it to his own poetry: 

E?rE-X.E vvv rrY.07r!f -roEov, 
AyE, ~VfJ-•• wa {3rxMop.Ev 
Ex f'-rxil.G01.xa; o: VTE <;;p~-
vo; EUXil.Erx~ oii;ou) 
1Evr.:~; Olymp. 11. 160. 

" Come on ! thy hrightefi fl1afts prepare, 
.. , And bend, 0 Mute, thy founding how; 
"Say, through what paths of liquid .iir 
" Our arrows fhall we chrow ?" We!l. 

See alfo 1.:er. 149, of the fame ode, and Olymp. ix. 

17. on tl~e former of which places the Scholiaft fays, 
Teomxo; 0 il.oyo;· {3:AJI/ dE -rov; /\.oyo; El?'JX::, dm: TO oeu 
x.u_1 Y..rx1::i1ov TW, ~yxwp.1wv. " He calls his vcrfcs :01afts 
by a m

1

etaphor, fignifying the acutenefs and the ::tp­
plication of his p:rnegyric." 

This pcrfon who 1s, ver. 3, called Ifrael, cannot 
in any fcnfc be Ifaiah. That name in its orie·inal 
defign and foll import can only belong to H~n, ~vho 
contended powerfully with God in behalf of m:rn-
kind, an<l prevailed. Gen. xxxrr. 28. . 

5. And now thus faith JEHOVAH] The word ;-,:::i, 
before ioN, is dropt out of the Text: it is fupplicd 
by eight Mss, (two Anticnt,) and Lxx, Syr. Vulg. 

Ibid. 
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Ibid. And that lfrael unto him might be gathered] 
Five Mss, (two Antient,) confirm the Keri, or mar­
ginal correction of the Maforetes, 1?, unto him, in-
1rea<l of N?, not, in the Text: and fo read Aquila, 
and Chald. LXX, and Arab. omit the negative. Dnt 
LXX, ::vrss Pachom. and 1 D. 11. exprefs alfo the 
Keri,,, by wpo~ av-:-o!I. 

6. And to reftore the branches of lfrael] ,,,:itJ, 
or ,,)~J, as the Maforetes corre.ct it in the marginal 
reading: this word has been matter of great doubt 
with interpreters: the Syriac renders it the branch, 
taking it for the fame with ii:J, Chap. ·x1. I. fee 
:Michaelis Epim. in Prcelect_. XIX. -

7. The Redeemer of Ifrael, his Holy One J "Forte, 
1lV11j)?." SECKER: that is, to his Holy One. The 
preceding word ends with a ,, which might occa-
1ion that letter's being loft here. The Talmud of 
Babylon has itv,ij'i. 

Ibid. To him, whofc perfon is defpifed] "Forte, 
iliJJ." SECKER: or ,,1::i, Le Clerc: that is, inftead 
of the aft in:, the paflive form, wl!rch fcems here to be 
required. • 

9. And to tl1ofc that are in darknefs-J Fifteen 
l\Iss, (five Anticnt,) and the two old Editions of 
1486 and q.88, add the conjunction, at the begin­
ning of this member; another MS had it fo at firft; 
and two others have a rafure at the place: and it is 
exprdfod by 1,xx, Syr. Chald. Vulg. 

1 ~- Lo! thcfe tball come from afar] " Babylon 
,Yas far, and Eaft, ilif;':jtJ; (non fie Vett.) Sinim, 
Pelufians, to the South." SECKER. ' 

lbitl .. -the bncl of Sinirn] Prof. Doederlcin 
thought of Syene, the fm:thern limit of Egypt; but 
does not abide by it. Michaelis thinks it is right; 
and promifes to gi,"c his rcafons for fo thinking in 
tlic Second part of hi:, Spccilcgium Geogl'aphix He· 

brreorurn 
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brmorum Exter:c. See Biblioth. Oriental. Part. x r. 
p. 176. 

13. Ye mountains burft forthl Three Antient 
Mss are without either the ,, or the conjunction, 
before the verb: and fo LXX, Syr. \'ulg. 

16. Behold, on the palms of my hands ha.Ye I de­
line?.ted thee J This is certainly an allufion to fo:ne 
pr.i.cl::ice, common among the Jew·s at that time, of 
making marks on their hands or arms by punctures 
on the I kin, with fome fort of fign or reprelentation of 
the City or Temple, to flw..v their affection and zeal 
for it. They had a method of making fuch punc-­
tures indelible 'bv fire, or by ftaining. See K ote on 
Chap. xr,1v. 5." It is well known, tbat the pilgrim::. 
at the Holy Sepulchre get themfekes marked in this 
manner with what are callecl the Enfigns of Jerufo.­
ler.1. l\1aun<lrell, p. 7 5; where he tells us how it 
is performed : an<l this art is practifed by travdling 
J e\\'s all over the world at this day. 

1 7. They that clefl:roye<l thee fhall fooa become 
thy builders-] "Aucl:or Vulgatc pro l'.J? vi<le-

tur legiife TJ1:l, uncle vertit, jlru8ores tui; cui & 
LXX fcre conientiunt, qui verterunt ;~;~o;o,w;9r,;, tedi-

Jicata es, prout in Phntiniana editione habetur; in 
\' aticana five R:-i:n:ina legitur, c1; o lJ;1.i:~;1,:1, tedi/ir,r:­
bcrh. Hifce etiam Ta~gum Jonathanis ::tliqu~tt:na, 
con[cntit, ubi, & edi/ic,tbunt. Confer infr:, Efai. 
cap. LIY. ver. 13. ad quem locum Rabhini quoque 
notarunt ex tr;-,<:latu Talmu ;ico Derachot. c. r:c. 

q-uocl non lcgendu·n :fit ·-1: 2;, id cft, fi.'ii tui: fed ·nj, 
adi/irn!ores tui. Confer not. ad lihru1~1 Pree. Jud. 
part. II. p. ~26. ut & D. \Va;~er!fril Sot. pag. 2:;_1• 
n. 9." Breithaupt. Not. ad Jar.:!1i ;n lo::-. See a!i'..> 
1'~ote on thi;; pl~cc i~1 De s~1.c. l'o..:C 1-lcb~. Pr~l-::Et. 
XXXI. 

VOL. I I. IL,id. 
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Ibid. -fhall become thine offspring] iN::t' ,~~, 
fhall proceed, f pr.ing, iffoe, from thee; as thy chil­
dren. The phrafe is frequently ufed in this fenfc: 
fee Chap. xr. 1. Micah v. 2. Nahum 1. r 1. The 
acceilion of the Gentiles to the Church of God is 
confidered as an addition made to the number of the 
family and children of Sion: fee ver. 2. 1, u. and 
Ch1p. LX. 4. The common rendering, " :fha11 go 
forth of thee, or depart from thee," is very flat, af­
ter their zeal hacl been expreffccl by '' :fhall become 
thy builders:" and as the oppofition is kept up in 
one part of the fentencc, one has reafon to expect it 
in the other, which fl10uld haYe been parallel to ir. 

18. And bind them about thee, as a bride-J 
The encl of the fcntence is manifeftly imperfect:. 
Does a bride bind her children, or her new fobject:s,. 
abont her? Sion clothes herfelf with her children, as 
a bride clothes herfelf,-with what? fome other 
thing cert::iinly. The LXX help us out in this diffi­
culty, and fupplv the loft WO:tl. w; i{O'TfJ-QV YUJ,t/J;1i· 
i1?:::l n1,:::i::i, or i11~:::l il,::i::i. The great fimilitude of 
the two words has occaJioned tlie omiffion of one of 
them. See Chap. L x 1. 10. 

21. -thefe then, where were they ?l The con­
junction is added before i1?N, th:i.t is, il?Ni, in aboY~ 
thirty :--rss, (nine i\ntient ;) ::i.:-id fo Lxx, Cha1d. 
Yulg. 

23. \Vith their faces to the earth-J It is well 
known, that exprc:fTions of fubmiffion, homage, and 
reverence, always have been, and are ftill, carried 
to a great degree of extrayagance in the Eaftern 
countries. \Vhen Jofcph's brcthr~n were introduced 
to him, " they bowed <lown themfch·es before him 
with their face's to the earth." Gen. XLJI. 6. The 
kings of Perfo ne•;er aclm;tted any one to their pre­
fence without exac:l:ir1g thi, act of Adoration; for 
that was tlie proper term for it. " Necdfc eft, fays 
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the Perfi.m courtier to Conon, fi in conf pecl:um ve­
neris, ,'enerni'i te regem; quod -;:;;;;-~o,,xvv:1~ illi Yo­
c:mt." Nepos in Conone. Alexander, intoxicated 
with focccfs, affected this piece of Oriental pride : 
" Itaque more Perfarnm Maceclonas nnerabundos 
ipfum falutare, proftcrnentes humi corpora." Cur~ 
tius, Lib. VIII .. The infolence of Eaftern monarchs 
to conquered princes, and the fubmifiion of the lat­
ter, is afionifhing. Mr. Harmer, Obf. 1r. 43. gives 
the following infh.nce of it from D'Herbelot: "This 
prince threw himfelf one day on the ground, and 
kiffecl the prints that his viclorious enemy's horfc had 
made there; reciting fome Yerfcs in Perfi.an, which 
he had compofcd, to this effect: 

" The mark, that the foot of your horfc has left 
upon the dufl:, ferves me now for a crown, 

The ring, which I wear as the ba<lge of my fla­
very, is become my richeft ornament. 

_ vVhile I fhall have the happmefs to kifs the ddr 
of your feet, I fhall think that fortune favours me 
with its tendereft careffos, and its fr;eetefi kiffcs." 

Thefc expreilions therefore of the PropLct are only 
general poetical images, taken from the manners of 
the country, to denote great ref peet and re\·erencc : 
and fuch fplenrlid poetical images, which frequently 
occur in the prophetical writings, were intended 
only as general amplifications of the fubjdl, not a, 
predictions to ·be underftood and fulfilled precifely 
according to the letter. 

~4- Shall the prey foifed by the terribie be ref­
cued ?] For i''1:l, read y,iy. A palp2.ble rniftakc, 
like that 111 Chap. x LII. 19. The correclion is fclf­
evidcnt from the very terms of the fcntence; from 
the n'ecefiity of the il:ricl: corref pondence in the e;x:­
preffions between the qnefiion and the anfwer made 
to it; anc\ it is apparent to the hlindeft and r..~o~t 
prejudiced eye. However, if authority is alfo ne-

x z. ce{fary, 
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ceffary, there is that of Syr. and Vulg. for it; who 
plainly read riv in the 24th as well as in the 25th 
verfe, r~ndering it in the former place by the fame 
word as 111 the latter. 

CJ-I A P. L .. 

r. ½-here is this bill-] Ihifl)ands, through 
morofenefs or levity of temper, often fent bills of 
dirnrcement to their wi\·es on flight occafions, as 
they were permitted to do by the Law of Mofes,. 
Deut. xx1v. 1. And fathers, being opprefled w:d1 
debt, often fold their children; which they might 
do, for a time, till the time of relca(e. Exod. XXT. 

7. That this was frequently prac½:ifed, appears from 
many paflitges of Scripture ; and that the perfons and 
the liberty of the children were anf werablc for the 
debts of .the father. The widow, 2 Kings IY. I. 

compbins, " that the creditor is come to take unto 
him her two fons 1:'o be bondmen." And in the pa­
rable, lvfatth. xv111. 25. "the Lord, forafmuch :H 

liis fervant had not to 1-ny, commands him to be 
fold, and his wite ard children, and all that he had, 
and payment to he made." Sir John Charclin':; '.\TS 

Note on this place of Jfaiah is as follows: ".En Ori­
~nt on paye fes clettes avec fes efcla,·cs, car ils font 
des princi?aux meubles; & en pluftcurs lieux on le~ 
pa.ye am'IT de (es cnfans." But this, faith God, can­
not be my cdc: I a.m not governed hy any fuch 
moti,.-e~; neither am I urged by any fuch neccfliry: 
your captivity therefore and your afrlic½:ions arc te> 
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he imputed to yourfelves, and to your own idly and 
wickednefs. 

2. Their fif11 is dried up] For ll'~Jrl, jlinketb, 
rc:--.d w.:•n, i., d, i"d up: fo it fiands in the Bodki~,n 
Ms, and it is confirmed hy the LXX, b1r,ay~;wcv--:a1. 

5. Kcithcr <l1<l I withdraw-] Eleven :vrss, ancl 
the olcleO: Edition, prdix the cor.juncl:ion,; and fo 
alfo LXX, and Syr. 

6. And my cheeks to th:.>m th:it plucked off the 
hair l The grcatefr in:lignity that could poDi.­
.bly be· offered. ~-ee Nu~c on Chap. vrr. '!O. 

Ibid. My face I hid not from ihamc and fp1tt:ngJ 
Another infl-ance of t!1e utmo1l: contempt and detcf­
t.:ition. It was ordered by the Law of J_\,fofcs, as a· 
fc,.cre punifhment, carrying with it a b.fting dif-. 
grace. D.:~1t. ::,..~:v. 9. Among the Me(1cs it was 
highly oJfenfive to fpit in any one's prefence, He­
rod. 1. 99. and fo likewife among the Perfians, Xe­
nophon. Cyrop. Lib. 1. p. 18. 

'' They ahhor me ; they flee far from me ; 
" They for bear not to lpit in my face.'' 

Job xxx:. 10. 

And JEHOVAH faid unto Mofes: If her father had 
but fpit in her face, fhould fl1e not be afhamed fo­
ven days?" Num. XII 14. on which place Sir Ju!in 
Chardin remarks, that f pitting before any one, or 
{pitting upon the ground in !peaking of :my one's 
actions, is through the Eaft :m cxpreflion of <.:xtre,11e 
1 r. • " H ' Ohr c· • • <cte,rat1on. armers JerL 11. :c9 ... ;:e allo, 
of the fame notions of the Arabs in this ref peel:, Nie­
huhr, Dcfcription de l'i\rab1c, p. 26. It fo ni­
<lently appears, that in thofe countries fpitting :, "' 
c,er been an c~~preffion of the utmofr t~etefo:.tion, 
that the learned do1:br, whether in the pali\;cs of 
Scriptnrc above quotcJ any thing more is mc:1:-it 
tb,an f pitting (not in the fo.ce, v:hich perh:i.ps the 
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words do not nece:ffarily imply, but only) in the 
prefence of the perfon affronted. But in this place 
it certainly means fpittir.g in the face: fo it is un­
<lerfrood in St. Luke, where our Lord plainly refers 
to this Prophecy: " All things that are written by 
the Prophets concerning the Son of Man ihall be ac­
complifhed ; for he fhall be deli;-ered to the Gen­
tiles, and ihall be mqcked :..nd f pitefully entreated, 
and fpittecl on, Ef1-7.7vuerJ(iS7,)!t," XVIII. 31, 32. which 
was in fact fulfilled; Y..ca npEavro ..-,v,~ EJJ-7r7vm av7w. 
!VIark xiv. 65. xv. 19. If1pitting in a perfon's pr~­
fence was fuch an indignity, how much more !pit­
ting in his face? 

7. Therefore ha Ye I fet my face as a flint-] The 
Prophet Ezekiel has exprefiect this with great force, 
in his bold and vehement manner: 

"Behold, I have made thy face fhong againft their 
faces, 

" And thv forehead ilrong againft their forche:.ds: 
'' As an a'damant, harder than a rock, have i made thy 

'' forehead : • 
"Fear them not', neither be d:fmayed at their looks, 
'' Tbough thev be a rebellious houfe." 

•. Ezek. III. 8, 9· 

8. V{ho is he that will car.tend-J The Bod­
lci:'.;-i Ms, and :.l.nothcr' ad<l the ,-.·ord :~,iT; .:i~,, N,:i '~, 
:is in the like phnfe in the next \'crfe: and in the 
Yery fame phrnfe, Job xrrr. 19. an<l fo likcwife in 
rn::my·other places, Job :x.vrr. 3. XLI. I. Some­
times, on tl1e like occ1fions, it is iiT 'O, and il'l Nm 'IJ. 
'The word lw.s been. prnbpbly loft out of the prefent 
Tc::,t; ~!Hl the rc:iding of tl1e ::.-,rss, abm-e mentioned, 
fcc;n~ to b(' f!Ci1ninc. 

1 o. ! ,et i1'i'i:1 L::::r!,en to the mice of his ferv:ont.J 
F0:- i:~::,• ,-,o:t·,:-:ct as the Pa,tic:µk, the LXX and 
Syr. reid i•:;ur, Future or Lnpcrativc: this gives a 

6 much 
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much more elegant turn and diftribution to the fcn­
tence. 

r 1. -· ye who kindle a fire-J The :fire of their 
own kindling, by the light of which they walk with 
lecurity and fatisfatl-ion, is an im~ge <leugned to 
exprefs, in general, human ckvic~s, and mere worldly 
policy, cxclufi,·e of faith and truft in Goel; which, 
though they :flatter them for a while with pleafi.ng 
expetl-ations and fame appearance of fuccefs, ih:1.ll in 
the end turn to the confufion of the authors. Or, 
more particularly, as Vitringa. explains it, it may 
mean the defigns of the turbulent and fatl-ious Jews 
in the times fucceeding thofe of Chrift; who, in 
purfuit of their own dcfperate fchemes, ftirrcd up 
the war againft the Rom:i.ns; and kindled a fire, 
which confumed their citv and nation. 

Ibid. -who he:i.p the 'fuel round. about] "•~ti.:17;), 
accendentes, Syr. forte legerunt [pro ,,rN~ J '1'NO; 
nam fequitur iiN." s ECKER. Lud. Capellus, in his 
critic:i.l Notes on this place, thinks it ihould be 
:itl'.:i, from the Lxx, xomo-7<,:.,cn.:5. 

CH A P. LI. 

4. -0 ye peoples ;-0 ye nation~] For '~l', 
my people,_ the Bodley ::us, and another, read crr.w, 
ye peoples; and for ~o,~',, my nation, the Bodley :-.rs, 
and eight others, (two of them Antient,) read c·o~',, 
ye nat'ions: and fo the Syriac in both words. The 
difference is vcn' material : for in this cafe the ~d­
tlrefs is made, 1{ot to the Jews, but to the Gentilt's, 
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as in all reafon it ought to he: for this and the two 
following verfes exprefs the call of the Gentiles, the 
ifl::rnds, or the diflant lands on the coafrs of the 
l\1eclite;·rancan an<l other feas. It is alfo to be oh­
ferwcl, that God in no other place calls his people 
'~N?. It has been before remarked, that tranfcribers 
frequently omitted the nnal □ of nonns plural, and 
fouplicd it, for brevity-fake, and fometimes for 
w~nt of room at the end of a line, by a fmall :ftroke 
thus '~i:l'; which mark, being effaced or O\'crlooked, 
has been the occafion of many miftakes of thii 
kind. 

5. lvfy righteoufnefs is at hand-J The word 
pi;:, r!~htet;ufn,fJ, is nfcd in foch a great latitude of 
i1gnific2.tion, for jnfiice, truth, faithfulncfs, good­
ncfs, mercy, cleli\·cr!,lnce, fahation, &c. that it is 
not eafy fo!Tietime? to gi-..-e t_he p~ecife meaning of 
it without much c1rcnmlocnt1on; 1t means here the 
faithful completion of God's promifcs to deli\'er his 
people. 

r r. -fhall they obtain, And farrow and fighing 
fhall flee away] Nineteen ::us s, and the two olclcft 
E<li tiom, ha,·e 1.;1t.,1; and forty-fix :\Is s, an<l the 
fame two Eclitiom, and agree:ibly to them Chald. 
and Syr. have ,o~,: and fo both words are expreifed 
Chap. xxxv. 10. of which place this is a repetition. 
And from comparing both together it appears, that 
the , in this place is 6:-corne hy miitake in the pre­
fent Text the final l of the preceding ·worcl. 

1 :l · -of the opp re ff or, As if he-:-J " The :, in 
i:tm::i feems clearly to ha,·c changed its fituation from 
the end of the prececli1ig word to the beginning of 
th;s; o:: rather, to h:we been omitted by miftake 
ther~, becaufe it was here. That it ivas there, the 
LXX {hew hy rendering 1P'~t):,, .Si-,~cv-:-o~ rre, of him 
that opprefied thee. And fo they rrncler this word 
in both its phccs in this n,fr. The Yulgr.te alfo 
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has the pronoun in the firfr inihncc: fororis eju:; 
qui te tribubb::tt." DR. JUilB. The correcl:ion fecm~ 
well founded : I haYe not conformed the tranflation 
to it, bec:n1fe it makes Yery little differe~ce in the 
fenfe. 

14. He marchcth on with fpeed-J Cyrus, if 
underftood of the temporal Redemption from the 
Captivity of Babylon; in the ij)iritual fcnfe, The 
Mefiiah. 

I 6. To ftretcli out the hea,·ens] In the prefrnt 
Text it is i•~)?, to plant the he:1.,·ens: the phr:dc is 
certainly ,·cry nbfcure; and in ali probability is a 
miftake for Jiit!D?. This latter is the word ufed in 
Yer. r 3, juft before, in the wry fame fcntence ; and 
this phrale occurs frequently in Ifai:th, Chap. x L. 

22. xi:..rr. 5. XLIV. 24. XLY. 12, the former in no 
other place. It is :ilfo Yery rcmari<.aqle, that in the 
San~:.uirnn Text, r-:um. xxrY. 6. thcfo t1•.10 word~ 
arc twice changed, by mifrakc, one for the other, 
in the fame ,-eric. 

19. Thefe two things-Dcfolation and dcfrrufticn, 
the famine and the faord] That i,, defobtion hy 
famine, :rncl deftruct:ion by the fwor<l; Liking the 
terms alternately: of which form of con{huc1:ion fee 
other examples, De S. Poefi. Heh. Pr;rl. xrx. nncl 
Prelim. Diilcrt. p. :x::c:. The Cha]dee Paraphrafr, 
not rightly unc!erfhr.ding thi5, has lrnd recocirfe to 
the following cxpeclic:1t: " Two afflictions are cnme 
upon tlice,-and wlicn four 111::dl come upon thee, 
deprcdati?n and d,:Jl111c,'h1, :i.ncl the ja11:i11e, :rnd the 
/word-" Fi,·c :\Is:; have .:ll'1;-t without tlie co::j:.;.:1c­
t:.:on , ; and fo LXX, and :::iyr. 

Ibid. -who fhall comfort thee ?l /\ :..1s, LXX, 

Syr. Chalcl. :rncl Vulg. h::?.,·c it in tltc third Ptrfon, 
10m,; which is e,i,lcntly rigl1t. 

::10. -in tlie toils, drcncliecl to the foll-] "Forte 
~'N?u i110JD." f: ECK ER. The rkmonitrntiYe :., prc-
11xctl to c•~',~, fcems improper in this place. 
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2.r. And thou drunken, but not with wine.] A~f­
chylus has the fame expreflion : 

acot:1; ~fJ-J.J.W'Jt) 3u[J-1,J/1.arn. Eumen. 863. 
Intoxicate with paffion, not with ,,inc. 

Schultens thinks, that this circumlocution, as h~ 
calls i\t, " gradum adfert incomparabiliter majorem ;" 
and that it means not fimply without wine, but much 
111ore than .. with wine. Gram. Hcbr. p. 182. See hi. 
Note on Job xxx. 28. 

The bold image of the cup of God's wrath, often 
employed by the Sacred \V riters, (fee Note on Chap. 
1. 22..) is no where handled with greater force and 
fublimity than in this paffage of Ifaiah, Yer. 17-2.3. 
Jerufalem is reprefented in perfon as ftaggering un­
der the effects of it, deftitute of that affifb.ncc which 
:!he might expect from her children ; not one of 
them being able to fupport or to lead her. They, 
:;:.bje& and amazed, lie at the heall of every ftreet, 
o-verwhelmed with the gre:atnefs of their diftrefs; 
like the oryx intangled in a net, in Yain ftruggling 
to rend it, and extricate himfelf. 'This is poetry of 
the firft order, fublimity of the higheft proof. 

Plato had an idea fomcthing like this: " Suppofe, 
fays he, Goel h8.<t giren to men a medicating potion 
rn<lucing fe::r; fo that the more any one fl10uld drink 
of it, fo much the more mifcrable he f11ould find 
himfelf at every draught, and become fearful of 
e\-ery thing both preient and future ; and at laft, 
though the moft courageous of men, i11ould be to­
t:1.1ly poffdfed by fca,r: :md aftenn.nl, h2.Ying flept 
o 'f the cffec}s of it, f110u!cl becor.1e himfelf :igain." 
De Leg. 1. nc2.r t!:c end. He purfues at large this 
hypoti1cfis, ;;.pplyix~g it to his own pmpofe, which 
h:.cs no relation to the prefent fubjcc.r. Homer places 
nvo yc:{fols at the thrc1hol<l of J up1ter, one of good, 
the other of cYil : he gives to foncc ~ potion mixed 
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of both, to others from the evil veffel on1y : thcfc 
-.re completc1y miierable. Iliad. xxrv. 527. 

23. -who opprefs thee] " Viclentur, LXX, 

Chald. Syr. Vulg. 1egi1fe ,~:no, ut XL. '.:?.6." SECKER, 

And fo it is in Edit. Gerfom. 
Ibid. That fay to thee, Bow down thy body] A 

very {hang and moft exprefiive <lcfcription cf the 
infolent prille of Eaftcrn Conquerors; which though 
it may ieem greatly exagger::tte<l, yet hardly exceeds 
the ftricl: truth. An example has already been given 
of it in Note to Chap. XLIX. 23. I will here a<ld 
one or two more. " Joihua called for all the rnen 
of Ifrael ; and fa.id unto the captains of the men of 
war that went with him: Co111e near, put your foet 
upon the necks of thefe kings." Jo:!h. x. 24. " A­
donibezek faid, Threefcore and ten kings, having 
their thumbs and their great toes cut off, gathered 
their meat under my table : as I have done, fo hath 
God requited me." Jud. r. 7. The Emperor Vale­
rianus being through treachery taken prifoner by 
S;,.por king of Perfia, was treated by him as the 
bafeft _and moft abj('cl: fla,·e : for the Perfian mo­
narch commanded the unhappy Roman to bow him­
felf down, and offer him his back, on which he fet 
his foot, in order to mount his ch?..riot or l:is horfc, 
wlwnever he had occafion.. Lacrantius, De Mort. 
Pcrfcc. cap. Y. Aurel. Vicl:or. Epitome, cap. xxxu-

CHAP. 
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~- -:1.fcend thy lofty feat] The literal ren<lering 
lierc is, according to our Engli!h tranflation, " a­
ritc, tit:" on which a nry l~amcd perfon remarks: 
" So the old Vcrfions. But fitting is an exprdfion 
of mourning in Scripture and the Antients: and doth 
not well agree with the rifing juft before." It doth 
not indeed agree, according to our ideas; but con­
fidere<l in an Oriental light it is perfectly confiftent. 
The common manner of fitting in the Eaftern coun­
tries is upon the ground, or floor, with the legs 
crofled. T~1e people of better condition haYe the 
floors of their chambers, or diYans, coyered with 
carpets for this purpofe; and round the chamber 
broa<l couches, raifed a little above the floor, fpread 
with mattraHcs handfomck cm·ere<l, which are called 
fop!i~5. V/}1en iitting is fpokcn of as a pofrure of 
more than ordin:uy ftatc, it is quite of a different 
kind; :1.nd n:cr;ns fitting on high, on a chair of ftate 
or throne; for which a footftool was neceffarv, both 
in order th;;,t the perfon might raifc himfelfup to it, 
and for fupprming the legs when he was p1accd in it. 
" Chairs (faith Sir J?hn Chardin) are nen:r uft<l in 
Pe;iia, but at the coronation of their kings. The 
king_ is fr:ated in a chair of gold fet with jcwels, three 
fret hi§:)1.-The chairs which arc ufed by the people 
in the EaH- are al\\'ays fo high, as to make a foot­
frool necdfary. Antl this proves the propriety of 
the frile of Scripture, which always joins the foot-

ftool 
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ftool to the throne." (If. ),XYI. I. Pf. ex. 1.) Voy­
ages, tom. rx. p. 85. 12010

• Befide thi: fix ftcps ro 
Solomon's throne, there was a footftool of gold fat­
tened to the feat, 2 Chron. IX. 18. which would 
otherwife have been too high for the king to reach, 
or to fit on conveniently. 

\Vhen Thetis comes to wait on Vulcan to requeft 
armour for her fon, fhe is rccei,·ed with great re­
f peel:, and featecl an a filver-fcudc.k<l throne, a chair 
of ceremony, with a footil:ool: 

Ti'i1 p.;v !:7:'EITIX ,ta9~,,,,v 1:1r, .9pov11 C(V)'V~'J-;;k, 

Keti..i::, 6et1deti..ci::· u;ro 6E .&p;;Yv, w~cr,v ;;:v, 
!liad. xvlll. 389. 

" High on a throne, with {brs of filver grac'd, 
"J\nd vario1:s artifice, th,: quet:11 lllt: piac'J; 
'' J\ footltool at her feet." Pope. 

0 yo.:~ ~povo~ a~'TCG p.o~~, tJ..rnG,~10; ;;c;1 ;~~5::6p;,: :;-:;;• :;-;;or.o­

df[,_', Athenxus, v. '4. " A throne is nothing more 
ti;an a handfome fort of chair, with a footft:o~l." 

5. An<l they that are lords over them--) For 
i',v:J, ftngular, in the Text, more than a h-un<lre<l 
and twe:1ty :-.rss h:t\'C i'?i:!:J, plural, according to the 
?vhforetical correction in the m:1rgin: which 1hews, 
that the ?vfaforete:, often iuncrititiouflv r2tained ap-, , 

p:ucnt miibke~ in the Text, even when they had 
fut1i.cient e,·idence to autliorife the introduajon of 
the true rc:.H:ing. 

Ibi<l. -mal:C their bo::!1: of it] For i?'?:i' ". rr:i.de 
11,cm to ho,<:!;" tire ,1ss, (two Anticnt,) have i1:,';,;,, 
"11:ake their boafi ;" w!iil..'.h is confirmed by the 
Ch:.J.!dee Faraphrafr, who renders it rn.:mw~. 

G. Therdorc fo'.1.ll my people-J Tl1e word p'J, oc­
curring the fccor:d time in t!ti5 Yer!\:, item~ to be 
repeated by miHake. It has nu force or emphaiis as 
,l repetition ; it on1y cmb:irr:iflcs the conihufhon 
~ncl the ienCc. lt was not in the copies, from ,d1icl1 

the 
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the r.xx, Syr. and Vulg. were trallllated: it was not 
in the copy of the LXX, from which the Arabic was 
tranfluted : but in the Aldine and Complutenfian 
Editiom 6ux ,810 is repeated; prob:1bly fo corrected, 
in order to make it conformable with the Hebrew 
Text. 

Ibid. For I am he that- promifecl] For Ni:,, the. 
Bodlev MS, and another, have iiii'1'; " for I am J E­

nov A.H that promifrd :" and another Antient MS 

adds ;n:,, after Ni;,. The addition of JF.HOV AH 

feems to be right, in confequence of what was faic.l 
in the preceding line, " My people 1ba11 know my 
name." 

7. Hmv be::rntiful-J The watchmen difcover 
afar ofr: on the mountams, the meffenger bringing 
the expected and much wif11ecl fo, news of the deli­
'\."erance from the Babylonif11 Captivity. They im-. 
mediately f preacl the joyful tidings, ver. 8; and with 
a loud voice proclaim that J EH o v AH is returning t<, 

Sion, to refume his refidcnce on his holy mountain, 
which for fome time he feemetl to have deferted. 
This is the literal fcnfe of the pb.ce. 

" How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of 
the joyful mdfonger ," is an cxprefiion highly poeti­
cal ; for, how welcome is !tis arrival ! how agreeable 
are the tidings which he brings! 

Nahum, who is generally ii.tppofccl to have lived 
after ffaiah, has manifcfily taken from him this very 
pleafing image; but tl1e imitation does not equal the 
beauty of the origin:i1. 

'' .3ehold upon the r'noun:ains the fret of the joyful mef~ 
" fenger, 

" Of him th:it ,mnounccth peace: 
•• Celcgrate, 0 Judah; thy feHivals; perform thy vows: 
" For no more lhall pafs through thee the wicked one; 
" He is utter!y cut off" Nah. I. I 5· 

BL~t it m'-"ft at the fame time bi! obfcrvcd that Ifaiah's 
fub-
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fubjdl: is infinitely more interefting, and more fub­
lirne, than that of Nahum: the latter denounces the 
deftrutl:ion of the capital of the Aifyrian Empire, 
the moft formidable enemy of Judah; the ideas of 
the former are in their full extent fa·:ingelic:-.1; :md 
nccordingly St. Paul has, with the utmoft propriety,' 
applied this paffage to the pre~ching of the Gofpel. 
Rom. x. 15. The joyful tidings here to be pro­
claimed, " Thy God, 0 Sion, reigneth," are the 
fame that John the Baptift the mcffenger of Chriit:, 
and that Chrift himfelf publifhe<l, " The kingdom 
of he::isen is at hand." 

S. All thy watchmen-] There is a difficulty in 
the conftrutl:ion of this place, which, I think, none 
of the antient Verfions, or mo<lern Interpreters, k:'.·e 
cleared up to fatisfatl:ion. Rendered word fc:- v:ud 
it ftands thus: " The voice of thy ,';2.tchme,1: ,\c,; 
l• f l • • " '1'1 • - • l .r 11. ' -! t up t 1e1r voice. .!e 1enie ot t 1c 1ir1L n-:c:;n,1cr, 
co1,fa\ered as elliptical, i~ vo.ri;1d1y fiipplie(l h:,· va­
rious Expofitors; by none, as it fccms to me, in any 
way, that is eaiy a.:i<l mtur~-1. I ~m perfoaded there 
is a miftake in the prcfent Tc:-::.t, and that the true: 
reading is j'El::t ~::,, "all thy w2.Ichr:!rn ;" -inftc:td d' 
7,El~ ';,,p. The mifb.ke was eafy frou tb: fi::,i!;.:,~c)c 
in found of the two letters J an<l j'J, i\!-.d i;1 c:1c :.r:; 
the i' is upon a rafure. Thi., correction perfrclly 
rctl:ifies the fcnfe and the conihuct:ion. • 

Ibid. -when JEno,·AH re,urneth to Sio:1.l :S'.J 

_ the Cha.Idec: 1,•~';, :,,m::,!!1 J'J7, ,J} " when ht f:1:11l 
bring back his pretence to Sio:1" God is confirlc::rec!, 
as having deferred his people d;_:ring the Captivity; 
and at the Refior:1tion, as r.:ti.:rni:-ig hi;n[clf wit!l 
them to Sio:1 Jij3 former lubitation. Sec Pt -LX. r. 
Ch:ip. x L. 9. :.nd Note. 

9. -he luth rerl.eeme<l Ifr:1el] For the wo;-d 
C?I!,,,,, which occur~ the fecond time i:1 thic; ve,·fc, 
:-.rs Bodley, :1ncl another, rca<l ',Ni-:.:i,. Ir. is upon a. 
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rarure in a third; and left unpointed at firft, as fuf­
pecled, in a fourth. It w:1.s an eafy mifiake, by the 
tranfcribet's cafting his eye on the line above: and 
the propriety of the correcl:ion, both in regard to 
fenfe and elegance, is evident. 

I I. Depart, depart ye ; go ye out from thence J 
The Prophet Jeremiah feems to have had his eye on 
this paffage of Ifaiah, and to haYe applied it to a 
fubjecl: direcl:ly oppofitc. It is here addrdfe<l by 
the Prophet in the way of encouragement an<l ex­
hortation to the Jews coming out of Babylon: Jcre-
1,1i<lh has gi,·en it a different turn, and has thrown 
.it out, as a reproach of the Heathen upon the Jews, 
\\·hen they were dri\ en from Jerufalem into captivity: 

" Depart; ye are polluted, depart ye, forbear to 
" touch: 

" Yea, they are fled, they are removed: they 
•• fhall dwell here no more." 

Lament. rv. 15. 

Cf t:1e metrical diftribution of there Enes, fee the 
:?relim. Diflertation, p. h-ii. Note. 

13. The fubjecl: of Ifai,,h's P,·ophecy, from the 
Fortieth Chapkr inclufive, has hitherto been, in ge­
neral, the Deliverance of the people of Goel. This 
includes in it three <liftinc1 µ;irts; which, however 1 
have a clofe connel'rion witli one another: that is, 
r:1e deliverance of the Jews from the captivity of Ba­
bylon; the deli,·crancc of the Gentiles from their 
miferable ftate of ignorance and idolatry; ancl the 
Jeliverancc of lVI::tnkind fwrn the captivity of fin and 
death. Thefe three fobjet'ls arc fuborclinate to one 
another: :rn<l the two b.tter are foadowcd out un<lcr 
the image of the former. They arc co\·cn~J by it as 
hv a, eil; which howeYcr is trnnfo::trcnt, and ii.1ffers 
tliem to ::1rp::.1 r through it. Cyrus'is exprd11y n:uned 
::is d:~ i1:1r:.1ccbte :'.gent of God in effecting the firfr 

<le-



CHAP. LI!, ISAI,AH. 32£ 

cleliverance. A greater Perfon is f po ken of ::s the 
agent, who is to efiecl: the two lattc;r deli,-~r:rnces·; 
called the Servant, the Eletl:, of God, in v. :wm his 
foul delightetl1; ffrnel, in whom God wi!l be glori­
fied. Now thefc three fubjecl:s have a very near re­
lation to one another; for, as the agent, who was to 
effetl: the two htter deliverances, that is, the Mefii­
ah, was to be born a Jew, with particular limitations 
of time, family, and other circumftances; the firfi: 
deliverance was neccifa.ry in the order of Providence, 
and according to the determinate counfel of God, 
to the accomplitbment of the two latter deliverances; 
and the fecond deliverance was neceffary to the third, 
or rather, was involved in it, and made an effential 
part of it: this being the cafe, Ifaiah has not treated 
the three fubjetl:s as quite diftincl: and feparate in a 
methodical and orderly manner, like a philofopher 
or a logician, but has taken them in their conncc­
ti,,e view; he has handled them as a prophet and a 
poet; he hath allegorife<l the former, and under the 
image of it has fbadowed out the two latter; he has 
thrown them all together, has mixed one w;th ano-­
ther, ha!; paffed from this to that with rapid tranfi­
tions, and has painted the whole with the ftrongefr 
and boldeft imagery .. The rcfroration of the Je\vs 
from captivity, the call of the Gentiles, the redemp­
tion by Meffiah, have hitherto been handled inter­
changeably and alternately: Babylon has hitherto 
been kept pretty much in fight; at the fame time, 
that ihong intimations of fomething much greater 
have freguen_tly been thrown in. But'here Babylon 
is at once dropped; and I think hardly ever comes 
in fight ?,gain: unlefs perhaps iry chap. L v. r 2. and 
L n 1. 14. The Prophet's views are ::i.lmo1l: wholly 
engroffecl hy the fuperior part of his fupjecl:. He 
introduce3 the l\1effiah appearing at firft in the Jowett 
ftate of humiliation, which he had jull touched upon 
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before, (chap. L. 5, 6.) and ob,·iates the offence, 
which woul<l be occa1ioned by it, by declaring the 
important and neceffary caufe of it, and foreJbewing 
the glory ivhich :!boulcl follow it. 

This feems to me to be the nature and the true 
defign of this part of lfaiah's Prophecies; an<l this 
vie\v of them feei:ns to affortl. the heft method· of re­
frh·ing difficulties, in which Expoiitors are fre­
~ r!ently engaged, being much divided between what 

~'. called the Literal, and the My1hcal fenfe, not very 
,_~roperly; for the myH:ical or fpiritual fenfe is very 
;,ftcn the moft literal fenfe of all. 

Abarband feems to have had an idea of this kind, 
;:::, he is quoted by Vitringa on Chap. x LIX. r. who 
rhus reprefrnts his fentiments: " Cenfet Abarbanel 
Prophctam hie tran}itum facere a Libcratione ex exilio 
Bahy!,mico ad Libcrationem ex cxi!io Romano, (for this 
he takes to be the fecondary fenfc ;) &, quad hie 
auimadrerfu <lignum eft, oblcrvat Liberationcm ex 
Exilio B,,,bylonico effe :,\Nii .rm~, :fignum & argu­
mentlim Liberationis futurx ;- atque adeo orationem 
Prophet;:c de duabus hifce Libcrarionibus in fuperio­
ribus Concionibus fcepe inter fo permifceri. Verba 
ejus: ' Et prcpterea vcrba, five res, in prophetia 
fuperiore inter fe permixt~ occurrunt; modo de Li­
-beratione Babylonica, n\odo de Liberatione Extre­
m1 accipiendre, ut orntionis nece:Oitas exigit.' Nul­
lum hie Yitium, nifi quo<l Redemptionem veram & 
fpiritualem a Meflia vero Je!i.1 adduclam non ag­
noicat." 

14. -·,vcre afi:oniibed at him J For,,,,., read ,,,v: 
fo Syr. Chakl. and Vulg. in a .\IS: and fo likewiie 
two Antient ~I:3:t.. 

15. So fha11 he fprinkle m:my nations] I retain 
the comm'.l11 rendering, though I am by no means 
fatisfied with it. " i1i', frequent in the L:1w, means 
only to f prinkle; but tho w,itc-r iprinkled is the Ac-

cufativc 
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cufative Cafe; the thing, on wliich,. has ?V or ,~. 
0at.tF .. ,;/,'"or/ot1, o, makes the be!l: Apotloiis. ;i;i:, would 
do. ,,:iJ' is ufed II. 2. Jcr xxxr. 12. r,1. 4-+• but 
is unlike. Kings !hall 1'hut, &c. is good; but fcems 
to want a firft part." SBCK ER. Munfrer tranihtes 
it, '' faciet loqui (de fe); and in his Kote th11s ex­
plains it: ill' propric fignificat fpaq;cre- & ftillas diC­
feminarc: hie vero capitur pro h1ui, & vcrbum <lit._ 
fe!Ilinarc." This is pretty much as the Rabbins, Kim­
chi, and Salomo ben Mclee, explain it, referring to 
the exprcliion of '' dropping the word." But the 
fame objection lies to thi, as to the common render­
ing; it ought to be o,,;i ,v· (i:ii) ill'. Bifhop Chand­
ler, Defence, p. 148, fays, '' that to fprinkle, is 
ufed for to furprife and aftonifh, as people are that 
ha,·c much water thrown upon them. And this fcnfe 
is followed by the Lxx." This is ingenious, but 
rather too refined. Dr. DURELL conjctl:ures, that 
the true reading may be ,it,,, they ihall regard, 
which ccm::s near to the 3aufJ-CY.a-cJo.1 of the LXX.; 

who feem to gi~,e the bcft fenfo of any to the place. 
" I find in my papers the fame conjecture, which 

Dr. DURELL made from 3at.u,u.ao-0V:u1 in LXX. And 
it may be added, that mn is ufed to ex.prefs " look­
ing on any thing with admiration;" PC XI. 7. and 
x,·rr.15. :md xxv11.4. and_Lx11r. 2. Cant. n. 13. 
It is particularly applied to " looking on God," Ex. 
xxrv. I I. and Job XIX. 26. Gifbert Cuper, in 
Obfcrvat. lib. 11. I. though t1!i11ti agens, has fome 
obferv:ition~ which ihew how nearly !~cxw and ,9c,;u­
p.cx(iv ..:.r~ allied, which (with the peculiar fcnfc of 
the ·;crb mn abo.Ye noted) add to the probability of 
!J,,.,v11...:/.uo0ai being the vcrfion of irn' in the Ten: ,, 
d.; ll:J l\c,;OJ Ifo,\; o; aC},11 ce:..;0-1. Heliod." id cft, cum 
vcncrationc ouadam admirantur. Hine i1uw & -9uu­
fJ-et(w junxir 'I'hemifiius Or. I. '~" wo,;v;e,v7;, c, av~ 
0/1,,7,0; w(C5 ,n 1-4ocv 0fw,Jf, 'ii"' o.; [-'-~~cY Z:o,;lif(::x.(oJ,;. 

• Y 2. Theo-
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Theophrafius in Characl:. cap. I I r. Ev9~'/1-i1 c,J~ 0(,7:"0bA.S­
'ffl!!CT/V ~,~ <TE 01 o:v9rw7TOI, Hence the rendering of this 
,·crfe fcems to be; 

So many nations (hall look on him with admiration ; 
K>nss ihall flop their mouths-!' DR. JUBB, 

CH A P. LIII. 

2, He hath no form, nor any beautv-1 Ou;c ~,. 
do; OGtJT~, l!!d: o:~1Wf1-0!, ,va €ldWf1-:V cetJroli" ~de :J.:,;p1u, t~<¾ 

.-r.,9tJJJ-WfJ.::v ail10~. Symmachus; the only one of the 
Antients, that has tranflated it rightly. 

3. -and acquainted with grief,-J For 3n,,,, 
eight Mss, and. one Edition, have :v,,,; Lxx, Syr. 
and Vulg. read 1t 31,i,i,. 

Ibid. -as one that hideth his face J For i.noo:ii, 
four Mss, (two Antient,} haYe i'noo~,, one Ms 
,,.nor~t For O';Sl, two M:,; s ha Ye n:l; an<l likewife 
LXX and Vulg. 1\1ourners covered up the lower 
part of their faces, and their heads; 2 s~m. xv. 30. 
Ezek. xx1v. 17. and lepers were commanded by the 
Law, Lev. XIII. 45. to cover their upper lip. From 
which circumftance it feems, that Vulg. Aquila, 
Symmachus, and the Jcwiih Commentators, have 
taken the word ,m:i, flricken, in the next verfe, as 
meaning ftricken with the leprefy, H "~~ o0et., Sym .. 
c:,:,p,7µ:;vov, Aq. leprofum, Vulg. 

4. Surely our infirmities-] Seven Mss, (two 
. Antient,) and three Editions., have i)"'m, in the 
Plural Number. 

Ibid. 
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Ibid. -He hath carried them] Fifteen !\BS, (two 
.Anticnt,) and two Editions, have the word N1i1 be­
fore tb.:io in the Text: four ·orher .Mss haYe it in the 
1\,fargin. This adds force to the fcnfe, and elegance 
to the conil:rucl: ion. 

5. -by which our peace is effected] Twenty­
one !\IS~ an<l fix Editions ha\'e the word fully and 
regularly expreffrd, 1:i•o~iu; " pacificationum nof­
trarum." Ar. :Montan. 

6. -the iniquities of us all] }'or 11:V, the antient 
Jr~terpreters read nm:v, Plural; and fo Vulg in :-.rs 
l3lanchini. 
: '8. And his manner of life who would declare ?] 
l\1r le.1.rned Friend DR. ·K.ENNICOTT.has c·ommuni: 
c~ted to me the following p:dfagcs from the Miili1:a, 
and the Gcmara of Bab~·lon, as leading to a fat1s­
facl:0ry explication of this difficult place. It is fa.id 
~n the former, that, before any one was punifhed 
for a capital crime, proclamation was made before 
the prifoner by the public cryer in thefe words: 
~-~v ,o~·, N.:l' rn:t ,~ l!11'!U •o ~:,, " quicungue no­
\·erir aliquid de ejus innocentia, ,·eniat & <lcceat de 
eo." Tract Sanhedrim. Suren bus. par. 1 v. p. 233. 
_On which paffage the Ger:1ara of Babylon adds, that, 
" before the death of Jefus, this proclamatior, w:1s 
made for forty clays ; but no defence could be found." 
On which words Lardner obfen-es, " It is trulv fur­
prifing to fee foch falfities, contrary to well k'nown 
facts." Teftimonies, vol. 1. p. 198. The report is 
certainly falfe : but this falfe report is founded on 
the fuppofition, that there was foch a. cufrom,· and 
ill far confirms the account abmic gi \·en from the 
Mifuna. The Miilina was compofed in the middle 
of the tecond Century, according to Prideaux; Lard­
ner alcrihes it to the year of Chrift I So. 
• Cafaubon has a quotation from Maimonides, which 
further confirms this account: Exercit::.t. in Baronii 

Y 3 Armales, 
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Annales, Art. p:xv1. Anr. 34: J'.l;um. 1 ~9· "Auc­
tc;ir, eft Maimonides in Perek x111. ejus Libri ex: 
oper;, Jad, folitum fieri, ut cum Reus, fer:tentiam 
morti"s pa:(fus, a loco judicii exibat ducendus ad fup 7 

plici um, prrecederet ,j pfum n,::i;,, Ai'JP~l, prreco ; & 
hiEc yerba dice_rct: Ille exit occidendus morte ilia~ 
quia tr:111fgr~:ff 1;1s cft tranfgreffione ilia, in loi::o ilia, 
tempore i!lo, & funt ejus rei teftes ille &ille. Qui no~ 
vevit aliquid ad ejus in,noccntiam probandam, veniat, 
~Joquatur prp eo.:··.. : 
· Now it is plain from the hifcory of the Four Evan­

gelifts, that in tp.e trial and condemnation of Jefus 
no f qch rule was obfen-ed; (though, according to 
the account of the lvli:ibna, it mutt: have been in 
pracl:ice at that time;) no proclai:nation was made 
for any perfon to bear witnefs to the innocence and 
cl1aracter of Jefus; nor did any one voluntarily fl:ep 
forth to give their atteilation to it. And our Saviour 
feems to refer to fuch a cuftom, and to claim the 
benefit of it, by his anfwcr to tht High Prieft, when 
he ail~ed him of ,his· <lifciples and of his dc{hine ~ 
" I fpake op~nly to the world; I ever taught in the 
~yi1:~gogue and in the Temple, whither the Jews al­
ways rcfort; and in ferret ha\-e I faid nothing. Why 
afkcft thop me? ail. them which heard me, what I 
.have fa.id unto t1_tern: behold, they know what I 
faid." John xv 111. 20, 21. This therefore was one 
remarkable ir.fl:ance of har<lihip and injuftice, among 
othe. s, pn:d;~ed by the· Prophet, w!-;ich o~r SaYi~ 
our 'underwen~ in 11is trial and fufferings. 

St. Paul likewife, in fimil;u circumft:mce~, ftand­
ing befo~~ the judgement feat of Fcftus, feems to 
complain of the fame unjuft treatment; that no one 
was called, or would appear to vindicate his char:ic­
tcr. " My mapner 'of life (n;v {3.wnv JJ-'V, ~,1,,) 
f10m my youth,' .which was at the firft among O?-:( 
p\~'n nat~on at Jentialern,, know all the Jews: whidi 

'- knew 
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knew me from the beginning, .if they would tefiify; 
that after the ftraiteft feet of our religion I lived a. 
Pharitee." Acts XXVI. 4, 5. 

,,, fignifics age, duration, the time, which one 
man or many together pafs in this. world ; in this 
place, the courfe, tenor, or manner of life. The 
verb i11 fignifies, according to Caftell, "ordinaram 
vitam five retatern egit, .ordina,·ir, ordine conftituit." 
In Arabic, " curavit, adminiftravit." 

Ibid. -he was fmitten to death] The LXX read 
ri~-o',, El~ .9'tx~(ioY. And fo the Coptic and Sahidic 
Verfions from 1.xx, Mss St. Germain de Prez. 

" Origen (contra Celfum, lib. I. p. 370, Edit. 
I 733.) after h,n-ing quoted at large this Prophecy 
concerning the Mefiiah, teHs us, that having once 
made ufe of this paffage in a <lifpute again ft fome. 
that were accounted wife among the Jews; one of 
th~m replied, that the \vords did not mean one i\fan, 
but one People, the Jews; who were fmitten of God, 
and <lif pcrfcd among the Gm tiles for their com·er­
fion: that he then urged many parts of this Pro­
phecy, to fhew the abfur<lity of this interpretation'; 
and that he foemcd to prefs them the har<lcfr by this 
fentence; a7;0 -r:.,;v cxrop.1:t·v T/5 "i,alj f-lj 11x,91 E1; .9CY.,CY.7ov. 

• Now as Ori gen, the author of the Hexapla, muft ha,·c 
underftood Hebrew, we cannot fuppofo that he 
woukl ha,·e urged this ]aft quotation, as fo decifin~, 
if the Greek Verfion h:i.cl not agreed here with the 
Hebrew Text: nor that thclc wife Jews would ha,·c 
been at :i.ll diftretfrd by this quotation, unlefs their 
Hebrew Text had read agreeably to :;1~ ::av{"/c,, on 
which the argument principally depended: for, by 
quoting it immediately, they would lt:we triumphed 
o,·er·him, and reprobated hi~ Greek V~rfion. Thi~, 
when ewr they could do it, was their conil:ant prac­
tice, in their <lifputcs with the Chriftians. Jcrnm, 
in his Preface to 1 he PJaltm, fay;:, " Nupi:r ct-,n 
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Hebrceo <lifplitam, quxd::im pro D01:nino falrntore 
de Pfalmis teftimoni:i. protulifti: volenfque ille te il­
ludere, per formones £ere fingulos afierebat, non ita 
haberi in Hebr~o, ut tu <le LXX opponebas." And 
Origen himfclf, who laboriouily compared the He­
brew Text with the LXX, has recorded the neceility 
of arguing with the Jews from fuch pafii::ges only, as 
were in tl1e LXX agreeable to the Hebrew: ha .;:po!; 
I " ~ '7 

1W:<1c1; 0/IXl\t)'Of-':: O: fl-i/ wro ~cf,WJMV a,110 ~ TI½ fJ•°'t X::&fJ-mX. .:II 
....., r'J C f: 

-z O!~ o: v;,yp,v,(?:01~ at;wY, ,ur.1 mx. <J"VYXPJT,:• ;.J.::?°u TCI~ qJrpoJJ,::-
vc,q wcx('' Exwo1q. Sec Epift. a<l /lfrican. p. 15, 17. 
\Vherefore a.s Origen has carefully compared the 
Greek Verfion of LXX with the Hebrew Text, and 
as he puzzled an<l confounded the learned Jews, by 
urging upon them the reading E1~ .9c:va7ov in this 
place; its feerns almoft irnpo~Iible not to conclu<le, 
both from Origen's argume:;r and the :filcnce of his 
Jewifh adverfaries, that the:: Hebrew Text at that 
time actually had nit>?, agreeably to the Verfion of 
the LXx." .DR. KENNICOTT. 

9. But with the rich man was his tomb J Among 
the various opinions, which have been given on this 
pifage, I have no doubt in ;: iving my aHent to that 
which makes the J in ~•n10:! r.:;,dical, and renders it 
excelf.1 fl111. This is mentioned by Aben Ezra, as re­
ceived by fome in his time; and has been long fince 
approved by Schindler, Drufi:.is, and many other 
learned Chriftian interpreters. 

The moft fimple tombs or monuments of old con­
:fifted of hillocks of earth heaped up over the graYe : 
of which we haYe numerous examples in our own 
country, generally allowed to be of very high anti­
quity. The Romans called a monument of this 
fort very properly tumulus; and the Hebrews as 
properly IWJJ, for that is the form of the noun 
in the Singular Number; and :fixteen Mss, and the 
two oldeft Editions, exprefs th~ word fully in this 

• 4 ria,e, 
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place, Wi'\OJ. " Tumulus & collem & fepulchrum 
fuiife fignificat. Poteft enim tumulus fine fcpulchro 
interpreta.tione collis interdum accipi. N:im & tcrra:: 
congeftio fuper oifa tumulus dicitur." Scrvius, in 
.1Eneid II 1. 22. An<l to make the tumulus ftill 
more elevated and confpicuous, a pillar or fqm,e 
other ornament was often erefl:ed upon it: 

Tu/-'-(;ov xwan,;, XU.I E7rl q''YJ/1.YJV .'~UO"~YT.'G, 

Il'J'j[CC}-'-~V O:Xf07"T(f TV}-'-b~ HJi'ip~; Ee:Tf-OV. 

Ocl yff. x n. 14. 
" A riling tomb, the filent dt:ad to grace, 
"Fafi by the roarings of the main we place; 
u The rifing tomb a lofty colu-nn bore, 
" And high above it rofe the tap~ring oar." Pope. 

'The tomb therefore might with great propriety be 
called the high place. The Hebrews might alfo call 
fuch a tomb IW~.J, from the fituation; for they ge­
nerally choie to erect them on eminences. The fe­
pulchre of Jofrph of Arimathea, in which the bod}' 
of Chrift was laid, was upon a hill, mount Cllvary. 
Sec Chap. xx, r. 16. and the Note there. 

" It fbould be obfcr:ed, that the word ,~rm:J:l i3 

not formed from ;,io:i, the Plmal of ;,o:i., the Fe­
minine Noun; but frcm c,;,,r:,::i, the Plural of a 
Mafculine Noun, r,io:i. This is not,ed, becaufe 
thefe two Nouns ha,·e been negligently confounded 
with one another, and abfurdly reduced to one, by 
very lcarnc>d men. So Buxtorf, Lex. in v. ;,o::i, re­
prefents ~rm,::i, though plainly without any Pronoun 
fuffixcd, as it gm·erns the word y,~ following it, as 
only another -form of ,r:m,:,.: whereas the truth is, 
that Jii~:,. and O'rn~,:i are different words, and haYe 
through the whole Bible Ycry diftercnt fi.gnifications. 
;"lOJ, whether occurrin~ in the Singular or· Plural 
Number, always 1ignifying " a place, or places, of 
wor!hip ;" and c~11,0J always fignifying " highths." 

• Thw 
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Thus is Dent. xxxII. 13. Ifai. LVIII. 14. Amos 1v. 

13. and Mic. 1. 3. yi~ 'J'W:)11 fignifies "the highths 
of the earth." Hai. xiv. 14. JV ,r,,l;)J,' " the 
highths of the clouds;" and in Job 1x. 8. C' \r,io:i, 
" the highths of the fea," i. e. the high waves of 
the fea, as Virgil calls a wave " prreruptus aqure 
mons." Thefe being all the places, where this word 
occurs without a fuflix, the fenfe of it feems near­
ly determined hy them. It occurs in other in­
:fiances with a Pronoun fuffixcd, which confirm 
this :fignification. Unluckily our Englifh Bible 
has not diftinguifhed the Feminine Noun ilw.l 
from the' Mafculine Singular Noun I'litJJ; and 
lias confequently always given the fignification 
• of the latter to the former, always rendering it " a 
high place:" whereas the true fenfe of the word ap­
pears plainly to be, in the very numerous paffages in 
which it occurs, " a pl::tce of worfhip," or " a fa­
cred Court," or " a fa:cred lnclofure ;" whether ap­
propriated to the worfhip of idols, or to that of the 
true Goel; for it is ufed of both paffim. Now as 
the Jewiili·graves are 1hewn, from 2 Chron. xxxrr. 
33: ·and Ifai. xxn. 16. to have been in high fitua­
tions ; to which may be added the cuflom of ano­
ther Eaftern nation from Oibeck's Travels, who fays, 
vol. 1. p. 339. " The Chinefe graves arc made on 
the fide of hills:" " his highths" becomes a very 
eafy metaphor to e:xprefa " his fepulchre." DR. 

JUBB .• 

The exalt completion of this Prophecy will be 
fully 1hewn by adding here the frveral circumftances 
of the burial of Jefus, collected from the accounts 
of the Evangelifts: 

" There was a rich man of Arimathea, name<l Jo­
feph, a memb~r ·of the Sanhedrim, and of ::t ref p;d­
able character, who had not confented to their coun­
fel and all: ; he we~t to ~)ilate, and begged the body 

of 
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of Jefus; and he laid it in his own new wmb, which 
had been hewn out of the rock, near to the place 
where J.efus was crucified; having firft woun<l it in 
fine linen with fpices, as the manner of the Jews 
was to bury the rich and great." 

10. -with grief] For ,,n;i, the Verb, the con­
fl:rucrion of which ieems to be har<l and inelegant in 
this place, Vulg. reads '?nJ, in infirmitate. 

Ibid. If his foul fhall make-7 :bnr c~wn, a M!S 

has 1::::nm,, which may be taken -paffively. " If his 
foul ihall be made-" agreeably to fome copies of 
LXX, which have d:,;7cx1. So·likewife Syr. 

11. -and be fatisfied-J Lxx., Vulg. Syr. and 
a ::us, add the conjuncl:ion to the verb; l!Jlll'l. 

Ibid. -ihall my fervant juftify J Three Mss, 
(two of them Antient,) omit the" word j)'1:::l; it feerns 
to be only an impe.rfecl: repetition, by rnifiake, of 
the preceding word. It makes a folecifm in this 
place: for according to the conftant ufi,.ge of the 
Hebrew bnguage, the adjecl:in·, in a phrafe of this 
kind, ought ro follow the fobfbnti,·c; and '1Jll ;,,,1 
in Hebrew would be as ahfurd a~ " 1l1all my farvant 
righteous jufiify," in E:1glith. 1\dd to this, that it 
:makes the Hcmiftich t-oo lo.ng. 
• 1 '.!.. And·made intcrccffion-J For ~)El\ in the 
Future, a :-.is has 31')'.:l:1, Prcterit; rather hcttcr, as 
~~rec-ab_le with th~ other ..-erbs immediately preceding 
in the kn tcnce. : 

CfLI\P. 
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1. Shout for joy, 0 thou barren-] The Church 
of God under the Old Teft:ament, confined within 
the narrow bounds of the Jewi1h nation, and ftill 
more fo i~ ref pect of the nry fmall number of true 
believers, and which fometimes feemed to be dcfert­
cd of God her huiband; is the barren woman, that did 
not bear, aqd was defolate: :the is exhorted to rejoice, 
and to exprefs her joy in the ftrongeft manner; on 
the reconciliation of her hu:fb:md, fee ver. 6 and 
on the acceffion of the Gentiles to ·her family. The 
converted Gentiles are .all a1ong conflJ'.:tCl2 by the Pro­
phet, as a new acceffion of adopted childrc:1', admitted 
into the original Church of God, and uniteL: with it. 
~ce Chap. XLIX. 20, zr. 

4. For thou :fhalt forget-] " Shame of thy 
youth; i. e. the bondage of Egypt: widowhood, 
the captivity of Babylon." SECKER. 

7. In a little anger-J So the Chald. and Syr. 
either reading t;ii for l,';?1 ; or underfi_anding the lat·.:. 
ter word as meaning the fame with the former~ 
which they both make ufe of. Sec Pf. xxx. 5. 
xxxv. 20. in Lxx. where they render :i,;i, by oey11. 

8. I hid my face rfor a moment] from thee] The 
word lfJ1 is omitted 'by Lxx, Syr. and two !\ISS. It 
feems to embarrafs ratha than to help the fentencc. 
'" Forte reponi debet pro 9:::v, quad potcft a 9li' cr­
rore fcrib<E originem duxiik." SECKER. 

9. -as 
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9. -as in the days of No~h J \O'::I, in one word, 
in a 11s, and fome Editions; and fo Syr. Chald. 
Vulg. Sym. Theod. Abarbanel, Salomo b. Melec, 
and Kimchi, acknowlege, that their copies vary in 
this place. 

11, 12. Ilehokl, I lay thy fi:ones-J Thefe feem 
to be general images to exprefs beauty, magnifi­
cence, purity, ftrength, and folidity, agreeably to 
the ideas of the Eaftern nations ; and to have never 
been intended to be fi:riclly fcrutinized, or minutely 
and particularly explained, as if they had each of 
them fome precifc moral or fpiritual meaning. To­
bit, in his Prophecy of the final reftoration of lfrael,. 
defcribes the New Jerufalem in the fame Oriental 
manner : " For J erufalem fhall be built up with 
f.,pphires, and emeralds, and precious ftones; thy 
walls, and towers, and battlements, with pure gold. 
And the fi:reets of Jerufalem fhall be paved with 
beryl, and carbuncle, and ftones of Ophir." Tob. 
XIII. 16, 17. Compare alfo Rev. xxr. 18--zr. 

15. -fhall come over to thy fide J For ',,g,, 
twenty-eight Mss, (eight Antient,) have ',g,, in its 
more common form. For the meaning,of the word 
in this place, fee Jer. xxxvu. 1.3. • 

CHAP. 
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t HAP. LV. 

9. Fer as the heavens are higher-] I am pe.r­
fuaderl., that ~. the particle of comparifon, is loft in 
this pbce, from the likenefs of the particle ,~ im­
mediately preceding it. So Houbigant, and SEC­

KER. And their remark is confirmed by all the an• 
tient Verfi.ons, which exprefs it: and by the follow­
ing paffage of Pfalm CIII, 1 I. which is almoft: the 
fame: 

yiN:, ?ll O'~l!f i1J)j \:::) 
; ,,N,, ?ll ,,on i:iJ 

"For as the heavem are high :;hove the earth, 
" So high is his goodnefs over them that fear him.', 

,vherc, bv the nature of the fentence, the verb in 
the fecond.line ought to be the fame with that in the 
firfl:: i1J.l, not iJ.l: fo .L\rchbiihop Secker conjec • 
tured; referring however to Pf. cx.vrr. 2. 

1 2. The mountains and the hills-J Thefe are 
highly poetical images, to expre!s a happy frate at­
tended with joy and exuitation. 

" lpfi hrtitia voccs ad fidcra jachnt 
" lntonfi montcs; iph jam carmina rupcs, 
"lpfa fonant arbufl:a/' Virg. Eel. v. 

13. lnfiead of th thorny buihes-J Thefe like­
wife (fee Note on the preceding verfe, and on Chap. 
LI\'. 11.) are general poetical images, exprefiing a 
great ~nd happy change for the better. The wilder-
nefs turned into a paradife, Lebanon into C:.rme1: 

5 the 
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the defert of the Gentiles \\'atered with the heavenly 
fnow and rain, which fail not to have their due ef­
fect, and becoming fruitful in piety and righteouf­
nefs: or as tl\e Chaldee gives the moral fenfe of the 
emblem, " inftead of the wicked iliall arife the juft, 
:rnd inftead of fi.nners, fuch as fear to :fin." Com­
pare Chap. xxxv. I, 2. XLI. 19. 

Ibid. And inftcad of-] The Conjunction , is 
addecl, Iin!ii, in forty-fo·e :,.,rss, and five Editions; 
and it is acknowleged by all the antient Verfions. 
The Maforetes therefore might have fafely receive<l 
it into the Text, and not have referred us for it to 
che margin. 

CH A P. LVI. 

5. -will I give them J For,, in the -fingubr, 1t 

is evident, that we ought to read ;i)', in the plural~ 
fo, read Lxx, Syr. Chalcl. and Vulg. 

7. -iliall be accepted] A word,is here loft out 
of the Text: -it is fupplied from the Lxx, W'l', ~1Jw­

rn-. Houbig::mt. 
9. 0 all ye beafts of the field_.::._ J Here manifeftly 

begil'!s ·a new fecl:ion. The Prophet, in the fore­
going Chapters, having comforted the faithful Jews 
with many g~eat promiies of God's favour to be ex­
tended to them, in the reftoration of their ruined 
ftate, and of the enlargement of his Church by the 
:i.dmiffio'n of the Gentiles; here-, on a fudden, make!; 
a tranfition to the more d1fagrceable part of the pro­
f peel:: and to a il1arp reproof of the wicked and un­
believers, and cipecially of the r.egligent anq faith,.-

lcfs 
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lefs governors and teachers, of the idolaters and hy­
pocrites, who would fl:ill draw clown his judgements 
upon the nation. Probably having in Yicw the de­
ftrucbon of their city and polity by the Chaldeans, 
and perhaps by the Romans. ''fhe fame fubjecl: is 
continued in the next Chapter; in which the charge 
of corruption and apoftacy becomes more general 
againft the whole Jewifh Church. Some Expofitors 
have made great difficulties in the 9th Yerfe of this 
Chapter, where there feems to be none. It is per­
fectly well explained by Jeremiah; where having 
introduced God declaring his purpofo of punifhing 
his people, by giving them up as a prey to their 
enemies the Chaldeans, a charge to thefe his agents 
is gi\·e:1 in words very nearly the fame with thofe of 
Ifaiah in this place : 

" I have forfakea my houfe; I have deferted my heri­
" tage; 

"' I have given up the beloved of my foul into the hands 
"of her enemies.-

•• Come away, be ye gathered together, all ye beans of 
" the field; 

"Come away to devour." Jer. xu. 7, 9. 

Ibid. -beafrs of the forefl:] Infl:ead of -ill'~, 
three MSS have --ill", without the Prepofi.tion: which 
feems to 'be right; and is confirmed by all the an­
tient Verfions. 

10. -dumb dogs, they cannot bark] See below 
Note on Chap. LXIl. 6. 

Ibid. ,Oreamers] c,m, iYU7['1/c1'?,o/J.EvOI, LXX. This 
feem-3' t·o be the beft fi1,1thority for the meaning of 
this word, which occurs only in this place : but it 
is to be obferved, that three Mss, and three Edi­
tions, have o,tn; and fo Vulg. feems to haYe read; 
"l.Jidentes vana. 

12. -let us provide wine J For ilnp~, firft per~ 
fon fingular, an Antient MS has ilnpJ, firft perfon 

plural; 
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plural; and another Antient Ms has j:)N upon a ra­
fure. So Syr. Chald. and Vulg. render it. 

CH A P. LVII. 

2. He :lball go in peace J oi',v NtJ', the expref­
fi.on is elliptical, fuch as the Prophet frequently ufes. 
The fame fenfe i, exprefled at large and in full terms, 
Gen. xv. 85. C1?l!'.:l 1'Jil:l~ ?N Ni.:ir, :1!1N1, " Aml 
" thou :lbalt go to thy fathers· in peace." 

Ibid. -he fliall refr in his bed; EYen the perfect 
man J This obfcure fentence is reduced to a per­
fectly good fcnfe, and eafy confiruA:ion, by an in­
genious remark of Dr. DURELL. He reads ',y nr:i, 
tm i.:i:ivr.J. Two Mss, (one of them Antient,) haYe 
n,~,, fingular; and fo Vulg. renders it, requitfcat. 
The verb was probably altered to make it plural, and 
fo confiftent with what follows, after the mifl-ake ha<~ 
been made in the following words, by uniting i.:i:iw.J 
and Dii into one word. See l\1errick's Annotations 
on the Pfalms, Addenda; where the reaJer will find, 
that J. S. Moerlius by the fame fort of corrccl:ion, 
and by rcfcuing the adjeA:ive on, which Ind been 
{wallowed up in another word in the fame manner, 
has rcftore<l to a cle2r fenfe a pafiage before abfo­
h:tely unintelligible: 

~r~, .ni::i~,n l'N '::l 
: □,,N N'iJ.i on 

" For no r.d1rclTcs h::ppen to t!1em ; 
"PerfeE.l: :111J !::,n is t!!eir ftr,:::;:b.·' 

YOL.11. 7. 

Pr. t:-:xm. 4. 

G. rlmong 
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6. Among the fmooth ftones of the valley-] 
The Jews were extremely adcli<~ed to the practice of 
many foperftitious and idolatrous rites, which the 
Prophet here inveighs againft with great ,·ehemence. 
Of the wor:ihip of rude Hones confecrate<l there are 
many te:11:imonies of the ancients. They were called 
Jb:nvA01 and Bcx1Tvi-.1u; probably from the ftone which 
Jacob erected at ~thel, pouring oil upon the top o( 
it. The practice wa, very common in different ages 
and places. Arnobius, Lib. r. gives an account of 
his own practice in this refiJect, before he became 
a ChriHian: " Si quan<lo confpexeram lubricatum 
lapidem, & ex olivi unguine fordi<latt:m; tanquam 
indltt vis pra:fcns, adubbar, affabar, & beneficia 
pofceham nihil frnticnte de trunco." Clemens Alex. 
Srrom. Lib. v I I. fpeaks of a worJl1iper of every 
fmooth il:one in a prO\·erbial w:1y, to denote one 
gi,·en up to fi.1perftition. And acc6nlingly Theo­
phratl::us has marked this as one fl:rong frat ure in the 
characl:er of the Superftit10us man: Km -rwv 'J..17.C(p:,n 

i1.19wv Tc.;Y <V T:X1~ T~,0~~1; .:CU?!W~, EJ~ ,'Y}; A'/iY..tGau EAa.O>' 
Y..fX7U')(flV, xw ~7f/ yoyc,:-;-u ~Ea-WY nu, ,:;rpo,;~vv11n,.;~ (X,7ra,i,_­

i,aiica-0011. " Failing by the anointed :11:ones in the 
ftreets, he takes out his phial of oil, and pours it 
on them; and having fallen on his knees, and made 
his adorations, he <lcparts." 

8. Behind the door, and tlie door-pof!-, haft thou 
fet thy memoriall That is 1 the im:1ge of their tute­
bry god:;, or fomething <le<licatetl to them; in <li­
reB: oppofition to the Law of Goel, which com­
m:rnded them to write upon the door-pofts of their 
houfe, and upon tl1cir ,gates, the words of God's 
Law. Deut. vr. 9. xr. 20. If they chofe for them 
fuch a fituation a, more private, it was in defiance 
of a particular curfe denounced in the Law againfi 
the man, wl10 foou!cl make a graven or a molten 
image, ::m<l put it in :i. frcret place. Dcut. xxvrr. 

15 
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r5. An Antient :-.1s, with anothert has in:-:, with­
out the conjuntl:ion ,. 

9. And thou haft vifi.t~d the king with a prefrnt 
of oil] That is, the king of Aflyria, or Egypt. 
Hofea reproacheth the Ifraelites for the fame prac­
tice: 

"They make a covenant with Affyria, 
" And oil is carried to Egypt." Hof. xtr. i. 

lt is well known, that in all parts of the Eaft, who­
e,·er vifits a great perfon muft carry him a prefent. 
" It is counted uncivil, fays Maundrell, p. 26. to 
" vifit in this country without an offering in hand. 
" J\11 great men expetl: it as a tribute due to theit 
" characl:er and authority; and look upon them­
" frlvcs as ?.ffronte<l, and indeed defrauded, when 
" the compliment is omitted." Hence ,,v to vi}it a. 
perfon is equivalent to a making him a preknt; 

. and n,,vn fignifies a prefent made on fuch occafions; 
as our tran{htors have rightly rendered it, t Sam, 
1x. 7. on which Jarchi fays, "Menachem exponit 
i'liivn quad fignificet oblationcm five mlinus, ui; 
aliq11is afpiciat fac1cm rcgis, aut alicujns magnatis." _ 

10. Thou haft faid, There is no hopel In one of 
the !\css at Koningiberg collated by Lilienthal, the 
words J1,1J~ ~, are left in the Text unpointed, as 
fufpccl:e<l ; and in the margin, the corrector has 
written ,,m~m. Now if we compare. Je1'. rr. 25, 
and xv II 1. 12. we fhall find, that t!i~ fubjetl: is in 
both places quite the fame with this of Ifaiah, and 
the fentiment cxpreffe<l, that of a clclpcrate rcfolu-
1:on to contim1e at all hazard in their idolatrous 
prafticcs; the very thing that in all rc:tfon we might 
ex peel: h~re. l'rohahl y therefore the latter is the 
true reading in this place. 

1 r. -nor rcvohell it-J Eight. ivtss, (torn· An­
ticnt,) anJ the two ohkft Editiom, with another, 

z 2 add 
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add the conjunction i, N'': which is confirmeti 
by all the antient Verlions. 

Ibid. -and winked] For t:::11:,,:inJl, which makes. 
no good fenfe or confirucl:ion in this place, twenty­
three :.vrss, (fevcn Antient,) and three Editions, have 
o,yrJ (to be thus pointed 0?~9) wupa;w, LXX; 

quaji non videns, Vu1g. fee Pf. x. I, The truth of 
this reading fo confirmed admits of no doubt. 

12. -my righteoufoefs] For 1rip1~, thy righ­
tcoufnefs, Syr. LXX,- Mss Alex. and Pachom. and 
I D. u. and Marchal. and 01 r, and Arab. read 
~r,pi::r, my righteonfnefa. 

1 3. -let thine affociatcs deliver thee J Thirty 
nine Mf:s, (ten Antient,)-ancl the two oldefi: Editions,. 
Juve i''~', plural. 

14. Then will I fay] i□N, to be pointed as the­
:firfl: perfon future; they are the words of God, a·s it 
is plain from the conclufion of the vcrfe; my peo­
ple, 'OV. 

15. For thus faith JEHOVAH] A 11s a:dds iili1.,, 
after i~M, and Edition Prag. 1518. So LXX Alex. 
and Arab. An Antient Ms adds ;r. 

foid. An<l with the contrite-] • TwelT'e MS5 

have .li~, without the conjunction i-. " Pro rim 
forte legen<lum i1Ni~,: confer Pf. CXIII. 5. & 
CXXXVIII. 6." S.ECKF.R. 

16. For I will not alwar-J The learned have 
taken a great deal of pains to little purpofe on the 
fatter part of this ·\erfc, which they fnppofe to be 
nry obkurr. After all their labours upon it, I 
think the heil: aNl e:iiiefl: explication of it is given in 
the two following elegant patfa?;eS of the Pfalms~ 
·which I prefome :He ex::tcl:ly par::tllel to it, and very 
dearly exprds- the fame frnti:ncnt. 

" But He in his tender mercy will forgive their tin; 
"AnJ will not dci1roy th::m; • 

"Yea 
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"Yea oftcntimrs will he tllrn away l1is wrath, 
« And will not roufe up his indignation: 
"For he remembereth that they arc but fle!h, 
"A breath that patfoth, and rcturnctli not." 

Pf. LXX:VIII, 3S, 39· 

"He will not always c01~tcnc1, 
"'' :\either will he for e\·er hold hi,; wrJth: 
"' As a father yeamcth towards his childr~n, 
"So is JEHOVAH tenderly compaffionate towards them 

"that fear him: 
'' For he knoweth our frame; 
"He remcmbereth that we are but ddl." 

• Pr. Clll, 9, I 3, 14. 

In the former of thefe two paffages the feconLl line 
frems to be defective both in meafure and fenfe : I 
fuppofe the word o.n,N, them, is loft at the end; 
which feems to be acknowleged by Chald. and Vulg. 
who render as if they had read, ornN r,•nv, N1?i. 

1 7. Bece.ufe of his iniquity for a tbort time I was 
wroth] For ,~:i, I read :Y:!l:l, paululum, a l):l::l, 
abfcid1t; as Lxx read and render it, Pf"X'(,ll -r,. 
" Propter iniquitatem a-variti,r: ejus," the rendering 
of Vulg. whiclt our tra!1f1ators, and I belie,·e all 
others follow, is furely quite befide the pnrpofe. 

r 9. I create the fruit of the lips :-] ~,, The fa­
crifice of praife, faith St. Paul, Heh. xur. 15. is 
the fruit of the lips." Goel creates this fruit of the 
lips, by giring new fubject znd c1t1fe of thankf~~iYing 
by his mercies conferred on thofc among his f' ork, 
who acknowlege and bewail their trantgrefEori ';, and 
return to him. The great fubjecl of thankfgi,·ing is 
Peace; reconciliation and pardon offered to them 
that are nigh, and to them that are afar off; not 
only to the Jew, but alfo to the Gentile, as !k P:wl 
more than once applies thofo terms, Eph. 11. r3, 17. 
fee alfo Acts 1,. 39. 

~ r. There is no peace, faith my God-] f()r 
~mN, twenty-two MSS, (fi,·e Antient,) read :,,;,,_ 

Z 3 \'ul,r o. 
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Vulg. LXX Alex. Arab. and three l\Iss have both, 
This verfe has reference to the I 9th. The wicked 
and impenitent are excluded from all ihare in that 
Peace above- mentioned, that reconcilernent and par­
don, which is promifed to the penitent only. The. 
:?(L v II 1th Chapter ends with the fame declaration; 
to exprefs the exclufion of the unbelievers and im,,_ 
pe11itept from the benefit of the foregoing promifes, 

CH A P. LVIII. 

3. -afilicl:ed our fouls-J Twemy-feven Mss, 
(fix Antient,) and the old Edition of 1488, have 
the noun in the plural number, i)'IL':l): and fo Lxx, 
ChJd. Vulg. 

4. And to fmite with the fift the poor. ·where­
fore faft ye unto me-J I follow the verlion of the 
r.xx, which gives a much better fenfe than the pre­
fent reading of the Hebrew. In{kad of N? )Jtl!i, they 
feem to have read in their copy ,', ilO ?lJ IL'i : the 
four firft letters are the fame, but otherwife divided 
in regard to the w01 ds ; the four lafr are lofr, and N 
added in their place, in order to make fome fort of 
fenfe with', )J!lli. Tl;e verfion of the LXX is Y..at1 

7tnr7erE -.;;rvyf-<7-lt; Tot7Tc!! ov· hx 71 (-LO' v;rq;,t•En--. 
7. -the w;indering poor-] -z:,7wypt•t; oci;cyot•t;, 

LXX; egenos vagcfquf, Vulg. and l'?!O?~t~, Chald. 
They read, inftead of 011,,0, tl'11Jil. iO is upon a 
rafure in the Boclleian MS~ The fame MS reads ilNJ, 

in flomum. 
, 8. And 
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8. And thy wounds fhall be fpeedily healed] " Et 
cicatrix vulneris tui cito obducetur.'• Aauila's ver­
fion, as reported by Jerom: with which agrees that 
of the Cl1aldee. 

Ibid. 1\nd the glory-J Sixteen ::-..1ss, (five An­
tient,) and LXX, Syr. Vulg. add the conjunction,, 
,,:i::i,. 

1 o. If thou bring forth thy bread-J " To draw 
out thy foul to the hungry," as our tranfhtors rightly 
enough exprefs the preicnt Hebrew text, is :m ob­
frurc phraCe, and without example in any other 
place. But infi:cacl of 7v:i:i, th)' foul, eight ~Jss, 
(three Antient,) read ,~n',, thy bread, and fo the 
Syriac renders it. The LXX expreCs b6th words, -rov 
"?HV rn 'T'i/~ ,}VX,'lJf n· thy bread from thy .foul, 

11. AI'<l he Dial! renew thy fircngth] " Chal­
cla~us forte legit ':Ji}'.2~~ '=)'?il'- confer Cap. XL. 29, 
31. an<l XLI. 1." s~c~:im. Chalcl. has "'M.J "M' jEltn 
ND?l!, " & corpus tuum vivificabit in vita reterna." 
The reft of the Antients feem not to know what to 
make of r,n,; and the rendering of the Vulgate, 
which feems to be the only proper one, rffe tua libe­
rabit, makes no !cnfc. l follow this excelh:nt emen­
<lation: to favour which, it is frill further to be ob­
fcrvcd, that three ;-_1ss, infre'.a<l of j'I"1~:-:tl! have 
1i71J'.l:iJ, fingubr. 

12. -to be frequented hy inhabitants] To this 
purpoCc it is rendered by Syr. Sym. and The0<l. 

13. For doing thy pleafure] The LXX, Syr. and 
Cliald, for f\11!.'ll mani(dtly cxpreCs .m1.n1~. So like­
.wile a '.\I:. has it; but with the omiHion of the words 
,,,~, n:iv. 

lhi,<l. J\1;d the holy Feafr,] Twenty-eight ;-_rss, 
(fcvcn Ant1ent,) add the conju11cl:ion ,, v,1??1: and 
fo Syr. Clukl. and Vulg. 

Ibid. -and from ipeaking vain worcls] It is ne­
cdfary to add fome epithet to make out the C:nfe : 

z 4 the 
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the LXX fay angry words; Chald. words of violence. 
, If any fuch epithet is loft here, the fafefi way is to 

fupply it by the Prophet's own expreffion, ver. 9, 
1iN ,:ii,; vain words: that is,. profane, impious, 
• • . 'I 
IOJUr LlllS, dC. 

" The additional epithet feems unneceffary. The 
Vulg. and Syr. have it not. And the fenfe is good 
without it: two ways, firfi by taking iJii for ·a 
noun, and i:i, for the participle Pahul, and ren­
dering, 

" For purfuing thy pleafurc, and the thing re-
" foh·ecl on." 

Or, fecondly, by fuppofing the force of the prepo­
fition ~ to be continued from the ,·erb ~mmo to the 
Yerb ,.:i.,, immediately following, and rendering, 

"From executing thy pleafure, and from fpeaking 
" words concerning it." 

But the :firfi feems the eafier rendering." DR. 
JunB. 

CH A P. LIX. 

The foregoing elegant Chapter contained a fenre 
reproof of the Jews, in particular for their hypocrify. 
in pretending to make themfch·es accepted with God 
by fafiing and outward humiliation withottt true re­
pentance; while they ftill continued to opprefs the 
poor, and to indulge their own paffions and vices : with 
great promifes however of God's favour on condition 

of 
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of their reformation. This Chapter contains a more 
general reproof of their wickednefs; bloodthed, vio­
lence, folihood, injuH:ice. At ver. 9. they arc in­
troduced as making themfeh-es an ample confeffion 
of their fins, and deploring their wretched ftate in 
confequence of them. On this all: of humiliation a 
promife is given, that God, in his mercy and zeal 
for his people, will ref cue them from this mifcrable 
condition; that the Redeemer will come like a 
mighty hero to deforer them: he will deftrny his 
enemies, convert both Jews and Gentiles to himfelf, 
and give them a new Covenant, and a Law, which 
fnall never be abolifhed. 

As this Chapter is remarkable for the beautv, 
ftrength, and variety of the images with which 'it 
abounds; fo is it peculiarly tlii1:inguiihecl by the ele­
gance of the compofition, and the exact conil:rucl:ion 
of the fentences : from the firft verfc to the two ]aft 
it falls regularly into ft:rnzas of four lines, (fee Pre­
lim. Difiert. p. xx.) which I ha\-e endeavoured to 
cxprefs as nearly as poffible in the form of the ori­
ginal. 

2. His face-J . For 01J:J, faceJ, I re2.cl ,IJ:J, l:is 
face. So Syr. r,xx. Alex. Arab. Ynlg. 'J=l, :-rs. 
'' Forte legendum 1J:J; nam ~ fcquitur, & loquitur 
Deus; confer L YI! I. 14."· SECKER. I r,aher think 
that the fpeech of God was clofed with the !aft Chap­
ter; and that this Chapter is delivered in the perfon 
of the Prophet. 

3. And your tongue-] An Antient 1rs, and 
Lxx, anrl Vulg. add th_c Conjunction. 

8. \Vhoever goeth in them-J For i1.l fingular, 
read O.l plural, with LXX, Syr. Vulg. Chald. The 
i1 is upbn a rafure in Ms. ·Or for i:li11J7.l'I"1J plural, 
we muft read i:lIU'I"1J :fingular, as it is in an 1\ntient 
MS; to prefervc the grammatical concorJ. 

I 10. ~·\nd 
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10. And we wander-] I adopt here an emen­
dation of Houbigant, il).l!VJ, inftead of the fecond 
i1!0W.lJ, the repetition of which has a poverty and 
inelegance extremely unworthy of the Prophet, and 
unlike his manner. The miftake is of long franding, 
being prior to all the antient Verfions: it was a \'erv 
eafy and obvious miftake; and I ha,·e little doubt of 
our having reco,·ered the tru~ re::iding in this inge-
nious correction. • 

11. -and it is far difrant from us.] The Con­
jnnBion , muft nece:ffarily be prefixed to the Verb, 
as Syr. Chald. Vulg. found it in their copies, i1j'ni,. 

15. And JEII0,·A11 faw it, .......... ] This 
third line of the ftanza appears manifeftly to me to 
be imperfect by the lofs of a phrafc. The reader 
will perhaps more perfeBly conceiYe my idea of the 
matter, if I endeavour to fupply the fi.1ppofed de­
tetl:. I imagine it might haYe ftood originally in 
this manner : 

[,~ in1i] i1ii11 Ni1, 

t):)llf~ l'N I:) ''J'V.J :i.1,,, 

"t\nd JEHov.or faw it, [and he was wroth;] 
"1\nd it difpkafrd him, that there was no judgement.'' 

\Ve ha,·e bad already many examp1es of miftakes of 
omifEon: this, if it be fuch, is very antient, being 
prior to all the \'erfions. 

17. -for his clothii,g] ,itV.J?.n. " I cannot but 
think, that Iill'.'.l?r, is an interpolation. 1. It is in 
no one anticnt Verfi.on. !!. It is redundant in the 
fenfe," as it is before e):preifed in 11J.J. 3. It makes 
the Hemiftich jufr fo much longer "than it ought to 
be, if it is compared with the others adjoining. 4. 
It makes a form of confimcl:ion in this claufe le[;; 
elegant than that in the others. 5. It might proba­
bly he in fame margin a Yarious reading for 111), 
and thence taken into the Text. This is the more 

pro-
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probable, as its form is fuch as it would be, if it 
were in regimine, as it muft be before tlj:JJ." DR. 

JlJilIL 

18. i-Ie is mighty-] The former part of this 
verfe, as it ft:mds at prefent in the Hebrew Te"r, 
feems to me to be very imperfo{t, ancl abfolutely 
unintelligible. The learned Vitringa has taken a 
great deal of pains upon it, after Cocceius; who, 
he fays, is the only one of all the Interpreters, an­
cient or modern, who has at :.ill underftood it, and 
has opened the way for him. He thinks, that both 
of them together have clearly made out the fenfe: 
I do not expef.t that any thir<l perfon will ever be 
of that opinion. He fays, " Videtur fententia ad 
vcrbum fonare: quafi propter facta [ adverfariorum] 
quafi propter rcpenc..let; excandefcentiam, &c. & fie 
reddiclit Pagninus." This he converts, by a procefs 
which will not much edify my reader, into " Sc­
cundum fumma merita, fecundum fumme [merita]" 
rcpenclet :" which is his tranflation. They that hold 
the prefent Hebrew Text to be abfolutely infallible, 
muft make their way through it as they can: but 
they ought furely to give us fomewhat that has at 
leaft the appearance of fenfo. Howe,·er, I hope ·the 
cafe here is not quite clef perate : tlie Chaldec le:ids 
us very fairly to the correction of the Text, which 
is both corrupted and defective. The paraphrafe 
runs thus: tl?ll'' N?m N1i1 N'?OJ ,,o. " Dominus 
rctributionum ipfe retributione:n recldet." Ile ma­
nifefily read ';,y~, inftead of ';,y::i. N'?rJJ 'ii"J is ?ll.J 
Iii?OJ; as Nn,,,,rJ 'iD is 9N ,v~, Prov. XX I I. 24. 
And fo in· the fame Ciwldce Paraphrafe on Ifaiah 
xxx,·. 4. ,;:u,, ~,il '' N'?~J ,,r.,, "Dominus retri­
bution't1m JEJiov AH ipic renlab\tur." \Vords very 
near to thofe of the Prophet in this place. The fr-
1=ond ~y::i, which the Chaldee has omitted, mufr be 
i;-ead ~Y.:l likewifc; with this only addition to the 

2 Chaldcc, 
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Chaldee, which the Hebrew Text juftifies, we are 
fupplied with the following clear reading of the 
paffage: 

~m, .ri,',,~J ',v:i 
O?!U' .r,i',iOJ 1:,l}.l 

The ::, in ',j.1::, twice feems to have been at fir.ft .::i in 
l\lS. This verfe in LXX is very imperfect. In the 
firft part of it, they give us no afliftance : the hft 
part is wholly omitted in the printed copies; but it 
is thus fupplied in Mss Pachom. and I D. IJ .--rc1, 

IJ7.EYIXnlQI; o:.v7~• Otf.J-'JV:CV TOIG E')(}po1s rxv7,r Uil' Vij~OIG /X7fC­

dO/.L(X, ar.o7 rJ'EJ. 

19. -which a fl:rong wind driveth along] "Quam 
fpiritus Domini cogit." Vulg. i'lDtm, Pihel a on 
fugit. Kimchi fays, his Father thus explained this 
word: " :iot:m interpretatur in f.gnificatione fugre; 
& ait, fpiritus Dominifugabit hoil:em ;-nam fecun­
dum eum :,t,O,j eft ex conjugatione quadrata, ejuf­
que radix eil: CD." The object of this at\:ion I ex­
plain otherwile. The ConjunA:ion, prefixed to mi 
feems ncceffa.ry to the fenfe: it is added by the Cor­
rector in one of the Koningiberg :1.1ss collated by 
Lilienthal. 

20 .. And fha:l turn away iniquity from Jacob J 
So LXX, and St. Paul, Rom. xr. 26. reading, in­
il:ead of '.llL'? ar:d :li'l.''.l, .l'lt'i1i and .li'l.''0. Syr. like­
wife reads .l'l!li'l1; and Chald. to the fame fenfe, 
:,iun',, Our T;-anflators haYe exprcffed the fenfe of 
the prefent reading of the Hebrew Text: " And 
unto them that turn fr9m tranfgreffi.on in Jacob." 

21. -which I make with them J }•'or o.riut, them, 
twenty-four 1\15s, (four Antient,) and nine Editions 
have cm~, u·ith them. 

CHAP. 
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CH A P. LX. 

The fubjctl: of this Chapter is the great increafc 
and flouriihing ftate of the Church of God by the 
converfion and acceffion of the Heathen Nations to 
it; which is fet forth in fuch ample and exalted 
terms, as plainly :tbew, that the full completion of 
this Prophecy is referved for futme times. Thi5 
fubjetl: is difplayed in the moft f plendid colours, 
under a great variety of images highly poetical, de­
figned to give a general idea of the glories of that 
perfetl: ftate of the Church of God, which we are 
taught to expctl: in the latter times; whrn the full­
nefs of the Gentiles :tball come in, and the Jews 
1hall be converted and gathered from their diiper­
fions ; and the kingdoms of this world :tball become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chrift. 

Of the uf e in Prophecy of general or common 
poetical images, in fetting forth the grcatnefs and 
importance of a future event univerfally, withom de­
fcending to particnlars, or too minutely explaining 
circumftances, I have already pretty largely treated 
in the xxth Prelect:ion on the Hebrew Poetry; aml 
ha,·e more than once obfcrved in thcie Xotes, that 
fuch imags:s are not always to be applied particnlar­
ly to pcrfons :rnd things, and were never intended 
to be ,minutely explained. I fhdl atld here the opi­
nion of a very learned and judicious perfon upon 
this fubjecl:: " It is, I think, a nurk of right un­
<lerfbnding, in the fa.ngt.:;tg:.: d' Prophecy, and in 

the 
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the clefign of Prnphccy too, to keep to what appears 
the clefign an<l meaning of the Prophecy in general, 
an<l what the whole of it, laid together, .points out 
to us: and not" to fufier :i. warm imagination to mif­
lca<l us from the real intention of the f pirit of Pro­
phecy, by followi11g uncertain applications of the 
parts of it." Lowman on the Revelation, Note on 
Chap. x1x. 21. 

4. -foall he carried at the fide J For ilJ~N.li, 
jh,,1/ he nurfed, Lxx, and Chald. read i1JNWjn, Jhall 
be carried. i\ .'.\1 s has ilJN:l!JJ""\ 1n:::i ~V, inftead of 
moNr, 1N ~V; Jhalt' be carried on the Jhoulder, inftead 
ofjhail he nt1rfi'd on the fide. Another MS has both 
c,n::i ancl ,:::. J\notl1er .:-.rs has it thus: :i.:io~m: mNiv:in, 
with a line drawn over the firft word. Sir John 
Charclin fays, that it is the general cuftom • in, the 
Eaft to carry their children aftriclc upon the hip, 
with the arm round their body. His MS Note on 
this place is as follows: " Coutume en Orient de 
porter lcs enfans fur k cofte a califourchon fur la 
Iianche : cette fa~on eft generale aux Incles ; le,s en~ 
fans fc tiennent comme ccla, & la perfonne qui Jes 
porte lcs ernbraffe & fcrre par le corps ; parcegue 
font [ ni] emrnaillott:s, ni en robes qui lcs embraf~ 
fcnt." 

'' I\'on brachiic; oc:cidentalium more, feel humeris, 
divaricatis tibiis, impo'.irns circumferunt." Cotovic. 
ltcr Syr. cap. x r ,, . This !aft quotation feems to fa­
Your the reaclii1g 9iiJ ',:1,1 ; as the LXX likewife do: 
but upon the wl1ole, I think that m~wm ,~ ',y is­
the trne rcacling, ·whicli tltc Chaldec favours; and 
I han accorclin6ly followed it. Sec Chapter 
LXYI. IC. 

5. Then fhalt thou fear--] For ,~;J,, tbr;u /halt 
Jee, ;i.s ours, :1.nd much the greater number of the 
Tranilators, antient and modern, render it: forty 
Mi;s, (ten J\nticnt,) and the old Edition of 1488, 

luvc 
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ha,·e ~N,'1'1, thou /halt fear; the true rea<ling, con­
firmed by the perfeB: parallelifm of the fentences : 
the heart ,·u.ffled and dilated in the fecond line anfwer­
ing to thefe11r and joy exprefi'ed in the firft. The 
Prophet Jeremiah has the fame natural and elegant 
ientiment: 

" And [this city] ihall become to me a name of joy; 
" A prailc and an honour for all the nations of the earth; 
" \Vhich fhall hear all the good that I do unto them; 
"And they ihall tear, and they !hall tremble, at all the 

'' goodnefs, 
" And at all the profperity, that I procure unto her." 

JER, XXXilI 9• 

And David: 

" I will praife thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
"made." Ps. cxxx1x. 14. 

" His tibi me rebus qu:rdam di\'ina voluptas 
•• Percipit atque horror.'' LucRET. III. 28. 

" Reccnti mens trepidat metu, 
" Plenoquc Bacchi peaore turbidum 
"Lretatur." HoR. CARM. II. 19. 

6. And the praife of JEHOVAH-J Thirty-three 
:-.1ss, and three Editions, ha~·e r,l;,;,ni, in the fingu­
br number ; and fo read the Antient Verfions. 

7. Unto thee fl1all the rams of .Nebaioth minifrer] 
Vitringa (on the place) unclerftands their miaiftring, 
and akending, or going up, on the altar, as offer­
ing themfelvcs voluntarily: " ipfi fc, non expechto 
facerdotc alio, glorice & fancl:ificationi Divini n01ni­
nis ultro ac libenter obbturi." This gives a nry 
elegant and poetical turn to the image. It was a ge­
neral notion, that prevailed with facrificcrs among 
the Heathen, that the victim's being brought with­
out relutbnce to the altar· was a good omen; and 
the contrary a bad one. " Sabinos petit aliquanto 
triftior; quod fa.crificanti hofl:ia aufugerat." Sneton. 

Titus, 
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Titus, cap. X. " Acceffit dirum omen, profugus 
altaribus taurus." Tacit. Hift. III. 56. 

8. And 1 ike doves upon the wing] Inftead of ~N, 
ta, forty-two MSS have ~ll, upon. For o;i,;,:iiN, 
their -zcindo':f.Js, read tlit'I"l1.JN, their 'Wings, tranfpo­
fing a letter. Houbigant. The LXX rencler it nv 
v,ouc,01;, v/ith their young; they read c;i•nigM; nearer 
to the latter, than to the prefent reading. 

9. -among the firft-J For mtvNi.J, twenty­
:five Mss, and Syr. read i1J'IVN1:lJ, as at the Jirfl. 

13. --the place whereon I reft my feet] The' 
Temple of Jerufalem was called the Houfe of God, 
and the place of his reft, or refidence: the vifible 
fymbolic:i.l appear:rnce of Goel, called by the Jews 
the Shcchinah, was in the moft Holy Place, between 
the wings of the Cherubim aboYe the Ark. This is 
confiderecl a, the Throne of God, prefiding as King 
0\-er the Jewiih St:ltc; and as a footfrool is a nccef­
fary app.:-nclagc of a throne, (fee Note on Chap. LI r. 
2.) the 1\rk is confidcrccl as the Footftool of God; 
and is fo called, PC xcr x. 5. 1 Chron. xx vrrr. 2. 

lbiJ. The glory of Lebanon]' • That is, the 
ce<lar. 

19. Kor by night fha11 the brightnefs of the moon 
enlighten tl1cc] 'This line, as it fl:ands in the pre­
fent Text, focms to be defective. The Lxx and 
Chal<l. both expreis the night, which is almoft ne­
cc1fary to anfwcr to d,1y in the preceding line, as 
well as to perfel't th~ fenfe here. I therefore think 
th~t we m:~;ht, u 1.1nn the authority of LX x and Clw.ld. 
to read eithcir n,,,,, m,,i by nii/.Jt, inficad of m:i,,, 
and for brizb:n,fs; or ·n:,•1,.:i m:i,,, adding the word 
i1?'?.J, !:,· nz;h:. 

'!. 1. -oF my planting] ~:vr::,o, fa with the Keri 
rcaLl fortv-four Ms s, ( fe,·en r'\ ntient,) and fix Edi- • 
tions; with which ~:gree Syr. Chald. Vulg. 

CHAP. 
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C II A P. LXI. 

i:. The fpirit of JF.Hov AH-] The LXX, Vulg. 
~nd St. Luke iv. 18. and :-.1s. and two Old Editions, 
omit the word ,::i,~, the Lord; which w~s probc1.b1y 
added to the Text through the fuperftition of the 
Jews, to prevent the pronunci:J.tion of the word il~il, 
following. See Kcnnicott on the State of the printed 
Heb. Text, r. p. 510. 

Ibid. -perfect liberty J Ten MSS and one Edi­
tion have r11jm~E:> in one \Yord : and fo the LXX and 
Vulg. appear to have taken it. 

The proclaiming of perfect liberty to the bounden, 
and the year of acceptance with JEHOVAH, is a rna­
nifcft allufion to the proclaiming of the year of Ju­
bilee by found of trumpet; fee LeYit. xxv. 9, &c. 
Thi:; was a year of general releafe; of debts and 
obligations ; of bond men and women; of lands and 
pofleffions, which had been fold from the families 
and tribes, to which they belonged. Our Saviour, 
by applying this Text to himfelf, Luke rv. 18, 19. 
a Text fo manifdHy relating to the inftitution above­
mentioned, plainly declares the typical defign of 
that inH:itution. 

3. To impart [gladnefs] to the mourners] A 
word neceffary to the fenfe is certainly loft -fo this 
place; of which the antient Verfions have prefen"ed 
no traces. _ Honbigant, by conjecture, infrrts the 
't..-ord 1i!l!:u; gladnefs, taken from the line next but 
~me below, where it ftands oppofed- to ',J~, farrow, 
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or mourning; as the word loft here was' to ~~~~, 
mourners: I follow him. 

Ibid. -a beautiful crown, inftcad of afhes] In 
times of mourning the Jews put on fa:tkcloth, or 
coarfe and fordid raiment; and fpreacl duft and afhcs 
on their heads; on the contrary, fplcndid clothing, 
and ointment poured on the head, were the figns of 
joy. " Feign thyfelf to be a mourner, fays Joab to 
the woman of Tekoah, and put on now mourning 
apparel, and anoint_ not thyfelf with oil." 2 Sam. 
xiv. 2. Thefe cuftoms are at large expreffed in the 
book of Judith. " She pulled off the fackcloth 
which :the had on, and put off the garments of her 
\vidowhood, and wa{hed her body all over with wa­
ter, and anointed herfelf with precious ointment, 
and braided the hair of her head, and put on a. tire 
[mitre, marg.J upon it; and put on her garments, 
of gladnefs."· Chap. x. 3. 

Phear, inftead of apher; a paronorria-fia, which 
the Prophet often ufes: a chaplet, crown, or other 
<>rnament of the head, (for fo the Vulgate renders 
the word here, and in the 10th verfe; in which laft 
place the Lxx agree in the fame rendering,) infteacl 
of duft and afoes, which before covered it: and the 
coftly ointn,ents~ ufed on occafion of feftivity1 in­
ftead of the enfigns of farrow. 

Ibi.d. -trees approved] Heb. vaks ~/ righteoufneft, 
or truth: that is, fuch as their flourifi1ing condition 
:fhould ihcw, that they were indeed " the cion of 
God's pbnting, and the work of his hands:" under 
which images, in the i;rcccding Chap. v~r. 21. the 
true forvants of Gdcl, in a highly improve<l ftate of 
the Church, were reprefrnted; that is._ fays Vitring.-: 
on that place, " commendable for the ftrength of 
their faith, their durability, and firmnefs." • 
• 4. And they that f pring from thee J A word is 
loft here likcwife. After lJJl, the) //;all build, add 
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1nu, they that fpring from thee. Four ,:,.rss haxe it 
fr>,· (rn-o of them Ant:cnt,) and it is confirmed by 
Chap. LV J r 1. 12.. where the fentcncc is the wry 
fame, this word being here added. Kimchi makes 
the fame remark : " the word 71.:,~ is omitted here; 
but is found in Chap. Lvrrr. 12." 

7. Iniktd of your fhume-J The tran11ation of 
this verfe, which is very confufccl, and probably 
corrupted in the Hebrew, is taken from the Syriac 
Verfion; except that the latter has not expreficd the 
word :iJll'r.J, double, in the firft place. Fi Ye ::-.r s s adcl 
the Conjrn1ction , to moll,. Syr. reads ui.n and 
~t!.li'.n in the fecond Perfon, "Je ihall rej(>ice, ye 
ihall inherit." And for o:,~, to them, two :Mss (one 
of thetn Antient,) and Syr. read c:h, to you, in the 
the fccond Perfon likcwife. 

The vcrfion of the r.xx is imperfect in this pfo.cc: 
the firft half of the verfe is entirely omitted in all 
the printed copies. It is fupplicd by MSS Pachom, 
and 1 D. 1 r. in the following manner : 

All]i ng caCiX,VV,Jq u11-c.;11 T,g 611:ili,~, 

Kea v..v/1 T,g Ev?pow;;q O!.')"oiAt,t:<Ci~C.U ~ f•~t; ai7;,:v• 
A1:x. n~7o Ti/V '(,j'i v..u7wv EIG 6.u7~f8--

ln which the two ::1rss ngrce, except that I D. u. 
has by mifiake 'i1fl-=e"~ for 0 /l·=P'~· And Cod. 1\1ar­
cha1. in the margin, has pretty nearly the fame fup­
plcment as from Theodotion. 

8. -and iniquity J Syr. and Chalcl. prefix the 
Conjunction ,, infrca? of the Prc:pofition .J, to ;,1,n,; 
which they render iniquity or opprcffion: and fo the 
LXX, ~d1~,a~. _ 

10. As the bridegroom decketh himfelf with ::t 
prieftly crown l An allufion to the magnificent drefs 
of the High Prieft, when performing his· functiors ; 
and particularly to the mitre, and crown, or plate 
of gold, on the front of it. Exod. :x:x1x. 6. The 
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bonnet or mitre of the pricfts alfo was made, as· 
J\1ofes expreffes it, " for glory and for beauty." 
Exod. xxvrrr. 40. It is difficult to giYe its full 
force to the Prophet's metaphor in another language; 
the verfion of Aquila and Symmachus comes nearef1r . , ' ,., to Jt: Wt; VUJJ,,/J)IOY 1:fCY./:l'OJ-WOV fEcJ)O!~'f• 

11. The Lord JEHOVAH-] "'Ji~, the Lord7 

makes the line longer than the preceding and follow-• 
ing,: and LXX Alex. [ and Mss Pachom. and I D. 
u.J and Arab. do not render it. Hence it feems to 
be interpobtecl." DR. JUBB. Three Mss have it noL 
See Note on ver. 1. of this Chapter. 

C H .A P. LXII. 

5. For as a young man-fa-J The particles of 
comparifon are not at prefent in the Hebrew Text : 
but the .i..XX, Syr. and Chald. feem to have read in 
their copies ::i prefixed to the verb, ~Y.:l':l ,:i, which 
f eems to have been omitted by miftake of a tran­
f criber, occafioned by the repetition of the fame two 
letters. And before the Verb in the fecon<l line • a 
:MS adds p,·.fo: which the Lxx, Syr. and Chald. 
feem alfo to have had in their copies. In the third 
line of this Yerfe the fame Ms has in like manner 
t,,:vo:ii, and two MSS and the Babyloni:th Talmud 
w,~o:i., .;.dding the :i: and in the fourth line, the 
Babyloni:ih Talmud likewif.e adds 'P, fa, before the 
verb. 

Sir John Chardin, in his Nate on this- place, tells 
us, " that it is the cufi:om in the Eaft for youths, 

that 



~HAP. LXU. IS A I A H. 357 

that were neYer married, always to marry virgins; 
and widowers, however young, to marry widows." 
Harmer, Obferv. 11. p. 482. 

Ibid. -thy reftorcr-J 7~~.:l; fee Note on Chap. 
XLIX. 17. 

6. 0 ye that proclaim-] The faithful, and in 
particular the Priefts ·ar,.d Levites, arc exhorted by 
the Prophet to befeech God with unremitted impor­
tunity (compare Luke xvrrr. r, &c.) to haften the 
redemption of Sion. The image in this place is 
taken from the Temple fervicc; in which there was 
appointed a conib.nt watch, day and night, by the 
Levites: and among them this feems to have be­
longed particularly to the fingers; fee r Chron. 1 x. 
33. Now the watches in the Eaft, even to this day, 
are performed by a loud cry from time to time of 
the watchmen, to mark the time, an.cl that very fre­
quently, and in order to f11cw that they themfclves 
are con!tantly attentive to their duty. Hence the 
watchmen arc faid by the Prophet, Chap. LII. 8. to 
lift up their voice; and here they are commanded, 
not to keep Jilcnce; and the greatdt reproach to them 
is, 1h:1t they are dumb dogs; they cannot bark; dreamers, 
jluggards, loving tojlumber: Chap. LVI. ro. "The 
watchmen in the camp of the caravans go their 
rounds, crying one after another, " God is One, 
He is merciful:" and often add, " Take heed to 
yourfelves." Tavernier, Voyage de Perfe, Liv. 1. 

Chap. x. The cxxxrvth P1alm gives us an exam­
ple of the Temple watch. The whole Pfalm is no­
thing more than the alternate cry of two different 
divilions of the watch. The firft watch addreffes 
the fecond, reminding them of their duty: the fe­
cond anfwers hy a folemn bkffing: the addrefs and 
the anfwer feem both to be a fet form, \Vhich each 
di\·ifion proclaimed, or fung aloud, at ftated inter­
\·als, to notify the time of the night : 
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dl: Chorus. 

'' Come on now, blefs ye JEHov AH, all yr. fcrvants of 
'' JFf!OVAH; 

"Ye thJt f!:ancl in thchoufe of JEHOVAH in the nights; 
" J ,;ft up \'CU• !;::inds towards the fanctuary, 
"A:1d blefs ye JH!OVAf;," 

"JEEOVAH hlc{s thee out of Sion; 
"He that mad;; he;:vcn ::rnd earth.'' 

" Qui fratis i.:z loco ct(Jlodice c~ornus fantlnirii JE:.. 

trov.Ac, fa L-a~rl:-r,i, per noct:es; fays the Chaldce pa-, 
raphrafe on tbe iccond line. And this cxpiains what 
is n':re particularly meant by prod.timing, or making 
remembrance of, the name of JEHOVAH: the form 
which the watch made nfe of on thefe occafions, was 
always a 1bort fcntence, exprcffing fome pious fenti­
ment, of which JEHOVAH was the fubject; and it is 
remarkable, that the cuftom in the Eafr in this re­
fp~et alfo frill continues the ,·ery fame; ~s it appears 
by the example above giYcn from TaYcrnier. 

1\nd this obfrrrntion leads to the explanation of 
an obfcure pa:ffage in the Prophet Malachi, 11. 12. 

" J E IJOV AH will cut off the m:rn that doeth this; 
" i he watchman and the anfwerer. from the tabernacles 

"of Jacob; 
"And him tint prefcntcth an offering tOJEIIOVAII God 

" of Hoils." 

mv, il.', the mafler and the fcholar, f~ys our tranfla­
tion after Vulg. the Jon' and the grai:dfan, fays Syr. 
and Chald. as little to the purpofe : Arias Montanm 
has given it, vigi!an/cm & rejpondentem, the 'Z.(.Jatcb-· 
man and the anjwerer; that is, the Levite: and him 
that prrJ nteth an offering to Jehovah; that is, the 
P6cft. • 

9. Bu~ 
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9. But they tl11t reap the harveft i11all eat it, and. 
praifc JEHOVAH-] This and the following line 
l1ave reference to the law of l\fofes: " Thou mayeft 
not cat within thy gates the tithe of thy corn, or of 
thy oil ;-but thou muft eat them before the Lorcl 
thy God, in the place which the Lord thy God fhall 
choofc-." Deut. xrr. 17, 18. "And when ye 
ihall come into the land, and fhall have planted all 
manner of trees for food, then ye fhall count the 
fruit thereof r..s uncircumcifed : three years it ihall 
be as uncircumcifed unto you; it fhall not be eaten 
of. But in the fourth year all the fruit thereof fhall 
be holy to praife the Lord withal. And in the fifth 
year ye ihall eat the fruit thereof." Lev. xrx. 2.3-
2.5. This clearly explains the force of the expref­
fions, "ihall praife JEHOVAH," and "fhall drink 
it in mv facrcd courts." 

Five., ::-.rss, (one Anticnt,) have ,;,1':,:,N~, fully ex­
prdfed: and fo likewife 1m.nw, is found in nineteea 
MSS~ three of them Anticnt. 

10. -for the people] Before the word t:JY:,, the 
people, two :--rss infert n,;,,, Jehovah: one ~rs adds 
the fame word after it; and eight Mss, (three An­
tient,) inftead of t:JYil have n,;,, ::mcl fo likewife one 
Edition. But though it makes a good fcnfe either 
way, I believe it to be an interpolation, as the An­
tient Vcrfions do not favour it. The LXX indeed 
read 10:v, my people. 

1 I. -Lo! thy Saviour-] So all the Ancient 
Verfions render the word 1lr'lll'-

lbid. Lo! his rewar~-] See Note on Chap, 
XL. I0. 

/t.. A 4 CIIAP 
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C H A P. LXIII. 

The very remarkable paffage, with which this 
Chapter begins, fe~ms to me to be in a manner <le . 
tached from the refr, and to fiand fingly by itfelf; 
having no immediate con.nec'cion with what follows; 
otherwife than as it may pmfi..1e the gcc1eral defign, 
and ib.ncl in its proper pL,ce in the order of Pro­
phecy. It is by rn:my learned intcrp:-eters fuppofcd, 
that J uc.b.s Maccabeus aP.d his victories make the 
fubjecl: of it. V\Th:it claim Judas can ha,·e to fo 
great an honour will, I think, be very rlifficnlt to 
m<!ke out; or how the attributes of the great Perfon 
introrluced can poffibly fuit him. Could Judas call 
Lm,frlf The Announcer of Righteoufnefs, mighty to 
fen: ? Co.1ld he t:i.lk of the Day of vengeance being 
in hs hl':i.rt, a:1d the year of His redeemed being 
co,,1c ? or that hi5 own arm wrought falvation for 
hin,? Bd1clcs, what were ~he gre~t exploits of Ju­
' b s in regard to the Idumeans ? he o\·ercame them 
ir) battle, arid flew twenty thouf:u~d of them. And 
John Hyrcanus, his brother Simon's fon and fuccef:. 
for, who is callccl in to help out the accomplifh­
mcnt of the Prophecy,, gave: them another defeat 
f cme time afterwanl, and compellecl them by force 
to become profclytes to the; Jewifl1 religion, and to 
fobmit to ci-rcnmcifion; after which they were in~ 
corpornted with the Jews, anrl became one people 
with them. Are' thefe events adequate to the Pro­
phet's lofty prediction ? ,v as it fo great an acl:ion ~o 

Win, 
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win a battle with confi(1ernble flaughter of the ene­
my; or to force a whole n~ltion by dint of the fword 
into Tudaifm? or was the conYerlion of the ldume­
ans, ·h.owen:~ effccttd, and their ac.lmiffion into the 
Church of God, cqc::\·alent to a moft grie,·om judge­
ment and dcftruction threatem'tl in the fevercft 
terms? But he:rc is another verv material circurn­
fhncc to be codiclered, which, I prdt.11nc, intirely 
excluc.lcs T u<las Iv:Iaccabeus, an<l c,·en the Idumeans 
properly fo called. For the ldumea of the Prophet's 
time was quite a different country from that which 
Judas conquered. For during the Eab}·lonifh Cap­
tivity the Nabathe::rns had driven the Edomites out 
of their country; who upon that took poffeffion of 
the fouthern parts of Judea, and fettled themfelves 
there; that is, in the country of the whole tribe of 
Simeon, and in half of that of Judah. See Pri­
deaux, ad An. 740, & 165. And the metropolis of 
the Edomites, and of the country thence called Idu­
mea, which Judas took, was Hebron, .1 l\1acc. v. 
6 5. not Botfr::1.. 

I conclude therefore, that this Prophecy has not 
the leafl: relation to Judas Maccabeus. It may be 
afked, to whom, and to what event does it relate? 
I can only ::mi'wer, that I know of no event in hiftory 
to which from its importance and circurnfiances it 
can be applied: unlcfs perhaps to the Deftruction 
of Jcrufalem and the Jewifh Polity: which in the 
Gofpel is called the Coming of Chrift, and the Days 
of Vengeance; Matt. xvr. 28. Luke xxr. 22. But, 
though this Prophecy muft have its accompliiliment, 
there is no·neceffity of fuppofing that it has been al­
ready accompliilied. There arc Prophecies, which 
intimate a great flaughter of the enemies of God and 
his people. which remain to be fulfilled_? th.cfc in 
Ezekiel, Chap. xxxvur. and in the Revelation of 
St. John, Chap. xx. arc called Ggg and Magog. 

This 
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This Prophecy of Ifaiah may pofiibly refer to the 
fame or the like e,·ent. vVe need not be at a lofs to • 
d~termine the Perfon who is here introduced, as 
ftaincd with treading the wine-prefs, if we confider 
how St. John in the Rc\·ehtion has applied this 
image of the Prophet. Re,·. Chap. xrx. 13, 15, 16. 
Compare Chap. xxxff. 

1. I who announce righteoufnefs, and-J A l\IS 

has ,.:::i,o;-y1 with the dcmonfl:ratiYe article added, 
with greater force and emphafis; 'lhe An11ounccr of 
1ighteonfncfs. A Ms h:ts ilj'1:::t, without :i. prcfixt; 
and fo LXX:, and Vulg. And thirty-eight Mss, (fe­
ven Antient,) add the Conjunction , to :i.,; which 
the Lxx:, Syr. and Vulg. confirm. 

2. V11he:refore is thine apparel red--J For 1tl'i:i,,, 
twenty-nine Mss, (nine Antient,) and one Edition, 
have 11w,.:::i',', in the plural; fo 1,xx, and Syr. And 
all the n,ntient V crfions read it with o infiead of the 
:firft ',. B·ut the true reading is probably jtl!i:i',o in 
the fingu1ar, as in ver. 3. 

3. And I h<1ve fiaincd-J For ~.r'l?NJN, a verb of 
,·ery irregular formation, compounded, as they fay, 
of the two forms of the Pretcrit and Future, a MS 

has ·,i1?~)N, the rcgubr Future with a Pleonaftic 
Pronoun a<ldecl to it, according to the Hebrew idiom. 
" And all my raiment, I have ftained it." The ne­
ceflity of the Verb's being in the Pafi time feems to 
l1a,'e given ocrnfion to the alteration made in the 
end of the word. The Converfive, at the beginning 
of the fentence affects the verb, though not joined 
t9 it; of which there ~re many examples: 

~JJ"llJ~ 010, IJij?Oi 

" And thou wilt hear me, (or hear thou me,) 
" from among the horns of the unicorns." 

Pf. xxn. 22. 

5. And 
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5. And mine im1ign2.tion-J For ~r,rJni, nine­
teen .r-rss, (t!JJ"ee Amicnt,) and four Editions, ha,•e 
'J"Jj)i~,, an./ -'''Y rizhtt,J1Jji1,:fs: from Clw.p. LIX. r6. 
which, I fuppofc, tl1e tranfcriber retain~<l in his 
memory. 

6. And I cruihcd them] For Cl1J~'~l1, " and I 
made them drunken,'.' twcnty-fe\'en l\rss, (three 
Anticnt,) a::d. the old 2dition of 1488, ha.,·e i:l1J.t,!-n, 
" ar.Ll I cruih:d them:" and fo Syr. and Chakl. 
The LXX h:n-e omitted this who1e line. 

7. The remaining p1rt of this Chapter, with the 
whole Chapter following, contains a Penitential 
ConfeiEon and Supplication of the lfraelitcs in their 
prefent ftate of Difperfion, in which they ha,·e fo 
long marvelloufl y fobii.fted, and frill continue to 
fubtift, as a people; caft out of their country; with­
out any proper form of civil polity, or religious 
wori11ip; their Temple defrroyed, their City <lefo­
lated and loft to thc:n; and tlreir whole nation feat~ 
tercd over the face of the earth; apparently deferted 
apd caft otF by the God of their fathers, as no longer 
his peculiar people. 

They begin with acknowleging God's great mer;; 
cies and favours to their nation; and the ungrateful 
returns macle to them on their part; that by their 
difobedience they had forfeited the protection of 
God, and had caufed him to become their aclYerfary. 
And now the Prophet rcprefents rhem, induced by 
the memory of the great things that God had done 
for them, as addrefling their humble fupplication for 
the renew,il of his mercies : they befeech him to re", 
gard them- in confidcration of his former loving 
kindnefs; they acknowlege him for their Father and 
Creator; they confcfs their wickednefs and har<lnefs 
of heart; they intreat his forgivenefs ; and deplore 
their prcfent mifcrable condition under wh;ch they 
irnve fo long fufferl;cl. It feems defigned a5 a For-

mulary 
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mulary of Humiliation for the lfraclites) in order to 
their converfion. 

The whole paffage is in the Elegiac form, pathe­
tic and elegant; but it has fuffcrecl much in our pre­
fent cop)' by the miftakes of tranfcribers. 

Ibid. -the praife of Jehovah] For .171?il:1, plu­
ra1, twenty-nine :-.1~s, (three 1\.nticnt1) and two Edi­
tions, ha,·e I1?i1.il, in the 1ingubr number: and fo 
the Vulgate renders it; and one of the Greek Ver­
fions, in the margin of Cod. M:uciul. and in the 
Text of MSS Pachom. and I D. II. ,;,;v c,,mrr1v ,~UiJ'I!. 

8, 9. J\nd he became their f,n·iour in all t
0

hcir 
diftrefs-J I have followed the tran!htion of the 
LXX in the latter part of the 8th and the former part 
of the ·9th verfe ; ,..,·hich agrees with the prefent Text, 
a little differently divicled, as to the members of the 
fentence. They read ,:io, out of all, inftea<l of,::-:, 
in a!!, which makes no difference in thf' !"~ ~'.c; ar;J 
;::. they un<lerftand as 1''.!:t. Kw Eycv~,;:, c ·m; a, <TW­

-r,;eico E}~ 'ui~O-'i)~ !:}t,.J4):W~ uvrw~· 15 8"~.:cr6u;, 86: C!'j,~AoG­
An angel of his prefcnce means an angel of fuperior 
order, in immediate atten<lance upon God. So the 
angel of the Lord fays to Zacharias, " I am Gabriel, 
that ftancl in the prelence of Goel," Luke 1. I 9. 
The Prefcnce of JEHOVAH, Exod. xxxur. 14, 15. 
and the Angel, Exocl. xxu1. 20, 2 r. is JEHOY AH 

himfelf: here an Ang e1 of his prcfencc is oppofcd to 
JEHOYAH himfelf; as an Angel is in the following 
~ifages of the f~n~e book of Exodus. After their 
1dolatrous wcirf111pmg of the Golden Calf, ' when 
God had faid to Moks, I will fend an Angel before 
thee-I will not go up in the midft of thee-the peo­
ple mourned," .Exod. xxx1u. 2-4. Goel after­
wards comforts Mofcs, by faying, " My Prefence 
(that is, I Myfclf in Perfon, an<l not by an Angel) 
will go with thee," Yer. 14- "1}05 ,vrc1rcpEUJOfl,C/.I o·ov, 

as the LXX render it. 
The 
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The ;1.1 s s an<l Editions ate much (fr.-icle<l between 
the two readings of the Text and :Margin in the 
common Copies, N? and ,,. All the antient Ver­
fions exprefs the Chetib ~,. 

Ibid. And he took them up, and he bare them] 
See the Note on Chap. XLVI. 3. 

10. And he fought againft them] Twenty-fix: 
Mss, (ten Antient,) and the firft Edition, with ano­
ther, acld the Conjuncl:ion ,, 2,n;·n. 

11. How he,hrought them up from the fea witl1 
the ilicpherd of his flock; How-] For i1'Ni how 
Interrogative, twice, the Syriac Verfion reads 7'~, 
how without Interrogation; as that Particle is ufcd 
in the Syriac fongll'.lge, and fometimes in the He­
brew. See Ruth rrr. 18. EccleC 11. 16. 

Ibid. l\fo:cs his fcrvant-J For ,~:v, hiI people, 
two Mss, (one- of tliem Antient,) and the old Edi­
tion of 1488, ancl Syr. read iiJ:V, his fervant. Thefe 
two words have been miftaken one for the other 
in other pfaccs: Pf. Lxxvrrr. 71. and Lxxx. s~ for 
iov and 7~:V, the LXX read ,,.:i:v ancl 71.:iv. 

Ibid. -the foepherd of his ilock] That is, :Mo­
fes. The Mss and Editions v<1.ry in this word: fame 
have it i1:Vi in the Singular Number; fo LXX, Syr. 
Chald. Others ':V1, plur~l. 

. r 4. The fpirit of Jehovah conducl:ed them J For 
i:in\:i.n, ,au.fed him to re/l, the Lxx have wd°17y;;o-£v a,Sj~, 
conduflcd the111 1 they- rea~ onm: Syr. Chald. Vulg. 
read i:inm, condufled fim. Two Mss have the word 
without the , in the middle. 

15. -and thy mighty power] For 7,rn,:n, pfu­
ral, thirty-two :v1ss, (feycn Antient,) and feven 
Editions, have in,,.:i,, fingular. 

Ibid .. -arc they reHrainc<l from us] For '~N, 
fi·om, (or ill regard to,) me, Lxx, and Syr. read 
,:i,~N, from us, 

16. 0 



NOTES ON CHAP. LXIIl. 

16. 0 dcli\'er m for the fake of thy name] The 
prefcnt Text reads, :is our Tranflation has renclerecl 
it, "Our Redeemer, thy name is from everlafting." 
Bnt inftcad of o',,yo,from cverlajiing, an 1\ntient MS 

has ll!l:)?, for tbe Jake if, which gives a much better' 
fcnfc. To ihew the impropriety of the prefcnt read-­
ing, it is fufficient to oblen-c, that the LXX ancl 
Syri:.1.c tranflators thought it ncceifary to add i)'?V, 
upon us, to make out the fenfc; that is, "Thy name 
is upon us, or we are called by thy name, from of 
old." And the Lxx have rendered i)?NJ in the Im­
perative Mood, pun, '1/-'-0(;, 

18. It is little that they have taken poffeffion of 
thy holy mountain J The difficulty of the conftruc-­
tion in this place is acknowlegcd on all hands. Vi. 
tringa prefers that fenfe as the leaft exceptionable1 

which our Tranflation has exprefied: in which how­
ever there feenB to me to be a great defeB: ; that is, 
the want of what in the fpeaker's view muft have 
been the principal part of the propofi.tion, the object: 
of the verb, the land, or it, as our Tranfiators fop­
ply it; ·which furely ought to ha-vc been expreffed, 
and not to have been left to be fupplied by the 
reader. In a word, I believe, there is fome miftake 
in the Text: and here the LXX help us out; they 
had in their copy 1i1, mountain, inftea<l of OV, peoplt, 
-rov oFou~ 10v dy,ov O"ou. "Not only our enemies have 
taken poffeffion of mount Sion, and trodden down 
thy fancl:uary; even far worfe than this has befallen 
us: Thou haft long fi.nce utterly caft us off; and 
<loft: not confider us as thy peculiar people." 

CHAP. 
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2. -the dry foel-J fN:,~;,, " It means dry 
J1ubble, and the root is on;,:" fays Rabbi Jonah, 
apud Sal. ben Melec in loc. Which is approYed by 
Schultens, Orig. Hebr. p. 30. 

" The fire kindling the fbbblc does not feem like 
enough to the melting of the mountains to be brought 
as i 1imile to it. Quid fi. fie ? 

That the mountains might flow down at thy pre­
fence ! 

As the fire of things fmelted burneth, 
As the fire caufeth the waters to boil-

There is no doubt of the Hebrew words of the fe­
cond line bearing that verfi.on." DR. JUBB. 

I fubmit thefe difrerent interpretations to the 
reader's judgement. For my own part, I am inclined 
to think, that the Text is much corrupted in thi~ 
place. The Antient Verfions haye not the leaft 
traces of either of the above interpretations. The 
LXX and Syr. agree exacl:ly togcther"in rendering this­
line by, '• As the wax melteth before the fire," 
which can by no means be rcconcile<l with the pre-
fent Text. . Vulg. for cror.m read m~,. • 

Ibid. That the nations-] For □'l:l, the nations, 
four l\I~s, (one of them Anticnt,) h:1xe C'1il, the. 
mountains. 

4. For nenr have men heard-J St. Paul is gc-
1;1.ernlly fuppofed to h:wc quoted this p;dfage of lfai­

ah, 
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ah, I Car. II. 9. and Clemens Romanus in his Firft 
Epifile has made the fr.me quotation, nry nearly in 
the fat-:-ie words with the Apofi:le. But the citation 
is fo \'ery d1ff2rent both from the Hebrew Text and 
the Veriion of Lxx, that it feems very difficult, if 
not impoffible, to reconcile them by any literal 
emendation, without going beyond the bounds of 
temperate criticif m. One claufc, " neither bath it 
entered into the heart of man," (which, by the way, 
is a phrafe pme1y Hebrew, .:i';, ?V :-,';,:.,, and ihoul<l 
fcem to belong to t:1c Prophet,) is wholly left out; 
::1.I1tl another is rcpeate(l without force or propriety, . 
viz. " nor perceived by the car," after "never ha,·e 

·heard:" and the fenfe and expreffion of the A pofile 
is far preferable to th;i,t of the Hebrew Text. Un­
der thcfe difficulties, I :m1 at a lofs what to do bet­
ter, than to offer to the reader this, perhaps difa­
greeab]e, alternative : either to confider the Hebrew 
Text an<l r.xx in this place as wilfully dif guifed and 
corrupted by the Jews; of which practice, in regard 
to other qHot1.tions in the New Teft;J.ment from the 
Old, they lie under fhong fufpicions: fee Dr. Owen, 
on the Yerfion of the Se,·enty, feet. v1-1x: or to 
look upon St. Paul's quotation as not made from 
Ifaiah, but from one or other of the two Apocryphal 
Bocks, intitled, The Afcenfion of Efaiah, and The 
Apocalyps of Elias, in both of which this paffagc 
\\'as found; and the Apoftle is by fame fuppofed in 
other places to h:wc quoted fuc~ a1:l0cryphal writings . 
.l\.s the firf1: of thefc conclufions will perhaps not ea­
:fily be ::-,dmitted by many; fo I mufl: fairly warn my 
readers, that the fecorid is treated by Jerom as little 
better than herefy. Sec his Comment on this place 
of Ifaiah. 

Tte Yariations on this p1ace are as fo1lows: ,v~tt1, 
they have heard, a irs, and LXX, read ,JV::llll, we 
have heard : for the fecond ~~ fixty-nine Mss2 and 

four 
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four Editions, have N?i; and Syr. Chald. Vulg. and 
fo l'l!i, LXX, Syr. .nN is added' before Cl'i1?N in MS 

Bodi. ,::,nl'.)?, plural, two :c\lss, and all the antient 
Verfions. 

5. Thou mectcft with joy thofe-J Syr. reads 
-'tl!V.J tt!V :i.nN :img, 

Ibid. Bec:1.ufe 'of our deeds, for we have been re­
bellious.] l!tl!m □?ill o:i.:i. I am fully perfuaded, 
that theic words, as they fhnd in the prefent He­
brew text, arc utterly unintelligible: there is no 
doubt of the meaning of each word feparately, but 
put together they make no fenfe at all. I conclude • 
therefore, that the copy has fufFered by miftakes of 
tranf cribers in this place. The corruption is of long 
franding: for the antient Interpreters were as much 
at 1 lofs for the meaning as the modems, and give 
nothing fatisfoBory. The LXX render thefe words 
by ~,OJ 7!:'To e,;)'-uv1,9·,;,u.~v: they :Ceem to haYe read 
)!tl!:lJ i:l:"l'?lJ; without helping the frnfe. In this dif­
ficulty what rem~ins, but to haYe rccourfe to con­
jefh1rc? Archbi1hop SECKER \\'as diffatisfied with 
the prefcnt reading: he propofcs, vvm D'?V D.J:1; 
" look upon us, and we 1lrn.ll, or that we may, be 
favecl :" which giYes a ,-ery good fcnfe, but feems to 
liave no fuflicirnt foundation. Befi.des, the word 
:l}?Dm, which is attended with great difficulties, feems 
to be corrupted, as well a5 the two preceding; and 
the true reading of it is, I think, gi,-en by the Lxx, 
yi,;rn, s-:;7-.IX,'l/~;7/J-=v, (fo they render the nrb )}tl!:l, 
Chap. xr,-vr. 8. and Ezek. xxxirc. 12.) parallel to 
N~,-,:li, 'lif'-cq,o,u_;v. For □?1l' Cl7.J, which mean no­
thing, I would propofe i:l'??l.'D;"l; which I prcfumc 
was tirft altered to c;·p?,lfr.J:l, an eaf"y :rn<l common 
miftak'e of the third pcrfon plural of the Pr:onoun for 
thefirfr, fee Note on Chap.xxx111.2..) and then 
with fornc further alteration to 0,1v o:,.:i. The tl:"l'?l.', 

,·oL. 11. ~ r. which 
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which the LXX probably found in their copy, fcem5 
to be a remnant of 0:1\??Vi'J:l. 

This, it may be faid, is impofing your fenfc upon 
the Prophet. It may be fo: for perhaps thefe may 
not be 1he very ,rnrds of the Prophet; but howe·,er 
it is better than to irnpofe upon l1im what makes no 
fenfe at all; as they generally do, who prete>nd to 
render fuch corrupted paflages. For inftance, our 
own Tranflators: '' in 1hofc is continuahce, and ,,·e 
1ball be faved :" in thofe-in whom, or what? 
There is no Antecedent to the Relative. In the wap if 
God, fay Come: with our fathers, fays Vitringa, joining 
it in conftrutl:ion witli the verb J"\El::lp, thou hajl been 
angry with them, our fathers; and putting N~n:i,, for 
zve have finned, in a parenthefis. But there has not 
been any mention of our fatherJ; and the whole fen­
tence, thus difpofed, is utterly difcordant from the 
Hebrew idiom and conftruction. In thofe is conti-
1mance: 0?13} means a deftined, but hidden and un ... 
known, portion of time ; but cannot mean continu­
ation of time, or continuance, as it is here rendered. 
Such forced interpretations are equally conjetl:ural 
with the boldeft critical emendation; and generally 
have this further difadvantage, that they are altoge­
ther unworthy of the Sacred \Vriters. 

6. There is no one-] Twelve c1.rss haYe 1'N-, 
without the Conjunclion , prefixed: ancl fo read 
Chald. and Vulg. 

Ibid. And haft deliYered us up-] For imi'J!"l), 
hafl di/folvcd us, LXX, Syr. Chald. had_ in their co­
pies imi'JJ"\, haft deliver,ed us up. Houb1gant. SEC­

KER. 
7. But Thou, 0 Jehovah, Thou-] For MJ"\Y~, 

and now, fire Mss, (one of them J\nt1ent,) and the 
two oldeil: Editions of 1486 and 1488, have i1l'1N1, 
and thcu: an<l fo Chald. feems to have read. The 

re-
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repetition has great for~e. The other word may be 
well fpared. . 

Ibid. We are all of us the work of thy hands.] 
Three l\lSs, (two of them Antient,) and LXX, read 
i11'1YO, without the Conjunction , prefixed. And 
for 11\ the Bodl. and two other MSS, LXX, Syr. 
Vulg. read ,,,,, in the plural number. 

CH A P. LXY. 

This Chapter contains a defence of God's pro­
ceedings in regard to the Jews, with reforcnce to 
their complaint in the Chapter preceding. God is 
introduced declaring; that he had called the Gen­
tiles, though they had not fought him; and had re­
jef.t:ed his own people, for th:.::ir refufal to attend to 
his repeated call; for their obftinate difobedience, 
their idolatrous practices, and dcteftable hvpocrify. 
That neverthelcfs he would not deftroy tl;em all ; 
but would preferve a remnant, to whom he would 
make good his antient promifes. Severe puni{h­
ments are threatened to the apoftates; and great re­
wanls are promifed to the obedient in a future flou~ 
rifhing ilatc of the Church. 

·1. I am made known to thofe that afkcd not for 
me J 'liTlriiJ, Ef'-'7:ocv~~ sy:;1/op.,iv, LXX, Alex. and St. 
JJaul, Rom.· x. 20. who has however inverted the 
on.le'r "of the phrafes, EfJ,+Jom1; Eysvofi-i11/, and l:.ip£9;;v, 
from that which they have in r.xx. 'J7:!-'i1J means, 
'' quIBfitus fum cum effect:u; I am fought, fo as to 
be found." Vitring. If this be the true meaning of 
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the word, then 1?N!V, that asked, which follows, 
il10uld feem to be defectiYe, the verb wanting its 
obiect: but two :'\!ss, (one of them Anticnt,) have 
,.:n?NV, aikcd me; and another :Ms, ,', 1?NW, a:fked 
for me; one or other of which feems to be right. 
But Cocceius in Lex. -and Vitringa in his Tranflation, 
render 'Ji~1il bv " I haYe anfwered :" and fo the 
word is rendered bv all the antient Verfions in Ezek. 
xx. 3, 31. If thi; be right, the tranflation will be, 
" I have anfwerecl thofe that a:fkecl not." I IeaYe 
this to the reader·s judgement; but haYe followed in 
my Tr:mflation the 1.xx, and St. Paul, and the :-.rss 
abm·e mentioned. ':Jlllp.:J. is ·written regularly and 
fully in ab0ve a hundred l\rss, and in the oldeft 
Edition, ':l1ll'j?J. 

3, 4. Sacrificing in the gardens, and-] Thefe 
are infiances of lieathcniih fuperftition, and idola­
trous practices, to which the Jews were immoclerately 
addicted before the Babylonifo Captivity. The 
bc~thcn "·orf11ipcd tb:ir idols in gro,·es: whcre~ts 
God, in oppo1ition to this !i,ccies of idolatry, com­
m:rnded his prnplc, when they foould come into 
the promifrd Lmd, to clefrroy all the places wherein 
the Can;,;,nites b.d fen eel their gods, and in parti­
, ular to burn their gro,·cs ·with fire, Deut. x11. 2, 

~- Thek apoibte Jews 1acrificul upon altars built 
~f bricks; in oppoiition to the command of God in 

..:C!!ard to his altar, which was to be of unhewn 
ft~1e: Excd. xx. 2.5. " -& pro uno alt:ni, quad 
irnpolitis bpidibus Dci er:.1.t leg(! confrrucrum, coc­
tos latcrcs & agrorum ~d1~ites hofriarum fanguine 
crue11t:-,b:mt." llieron. in Joe. Or it means perhaps, 
th:i.t they facrificed upon the roofs of their houfos, 
which were always flat, and paved with brick, or 
tile, or pbfrcr of temtee: an inftance of this idola­
trollS pr~c'.ti,e we fin cl in 2 Kir.gs xx 11 r. I 2. where 
::: is faid) that Jofid1 " hr:1t down the altars tk1l 

,·.-ere 
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\\'ere on the top of the upper chamber of Ahaz, 
which the kings of J11clah had made." See alfo Zcph. 
1. 5. Sir Jnhn Chanlin's ::-.1s Note on this place of 
Ifaiah is as follows: " Ainfi font tous les Gentiles, 
fur lcs lieux elen:s, & fur Jes terraffes, appellez fa­
teres, parcequc font fairs dr brig." " vVho dwell 
in the fepnlchres, and lodge in the caverns,"-for 
the purpofes of necrom:i.ncy ancl divination; to obtain 
dreams anc:1. revcbtions. Another inftance of hea­
thenifh fuperfrition: 

" H uc dona faccrdos 
"Cum tulit, & cxfarum ovium fob noll:e filenti 
" Prllibus incubuit ihatis, fomno1i1ue petivit; 
";-..1u1r., modis iimul::icbra videt volit;:ntia miris, 
•• Et varias audit voccs, f1uiturquc dcorum 
'' Colloquio, atquc imis Achercnta affatur Avcmis.n 

' Virg. 1£11. vu. 86 . 
• ,. Here in difircrs th' Italian nations come, 
" Anxious, to clear their doubts, an<l leam their doom: 
"Firft. on the fleeces ot the flaughter'd fheep, 
" By night the facred pricfl dilfolvcs in fleep: 
" \\!hen, in a train, Ix-fore his flumbering eye, 
"Thin airy forms, 2!Hi won<lcrous vifions fly. 
" He calls the p~w'rs, who gnar<l th' infernal floods, 
"And talks, infpir'd, familiar with the gods.'' Pitt. 

" \Vho eat fwine's fiefo,''-which was expreilly for­
bi<lden by the law, Lev. xr. 7; but among the he:i­
then was in principal requdt in their facrifices and 
frafrs. Antiochm Epiplunes compelled the Jews to 
cat Ji.vine's fieih, as a full proof of their renouncing 
their religion, 2 l\hcc. v1. 18. and vr1. I. "And 
the broth -of abominable meats,''-] for luftratior.s, 
magical arts, an<l other fuperftitious and abominable 
prat1ices. 

]bid. -in the cn-erns.J 01-,i~J:l, a worrl :if 

doubtful fignification. An Antient ::-.rs has 01,i::;.::, 
another ::::l17~:l, in the rock.1 : anJ Le Clerc thinks 1 ;~,! 

Il ll J LXX 
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·Lxx had it fo in tl1eir copy. They render it by 1:'J 

';"Cl§ CT7.'l'J/\lXl01£. 

Ibid. ---in their veffels.J For c;,11;,:i, a ;-.rs had 
at :firfi □il'?:JJ. So Vulg. and Chald. and the Pre­
po;~tJon fccms nece~fary to the fenfe. 

5. -for I am I olier than thou] So the Chaldee 
renders it. 1'TIIV1i' is the fame with irJ~ 'J11V1i'- In 
th~ fame manner 'J.l7j?ln, Jer. xx. 7. is ufcd for r,pin 
'.J~7J, thou art flronger than I. 

7. -into their bofom] For ?Y, ten Mss and 
five Editions have ?N .. So again at the end of this 
vcrfe, fe,·enteen ~rss and four Editions have ?N. 

6, 7. -their iniquities, and the iniquities of their 
fathers 7 For the Pronoun afiixed of the fcconcl 
perfon-□:i, J1ur, twice, read tli1, their, in the third 
perfon; with LXX, ancl Houbigant. 

8. -for the fake of my fervants] It is to be ob­
fervccl, that one of the Koningiliurg MSS collated 
by Lilienthal points the word '.i,?:V, fingular; that 
is, my fervant, meaning the Meffiah; and fo read 
the LXX : which giYes a very good fenfe. 

9. -inheritor of my mountain J ,,;,, in the fin­
gular nu:nber; fo Lxx, and Syr. that is, of mount 
Sion. Seever. 11. and chap. LVI. 7. to wh:ch, 
Sion, the Pronoun Feminine fingular, added to the 
Verb in the next line, refers ; ;·m:,,•, )hall inherit 
her. 

10. -Sharon, and the valley of Achor-J Two 
of the moft fortile parts of Judea; famous for their 
rich pidhires; the former to the weir, not far from 
Joppa; tlie htter north ~f Jericho, near Gil~?l. 

11. \Vho fet in order a table for Gad--J The 
<lifquifitions and conjeclures of the Learned con­
cerning Gad and Meni arc infinite and uncertain : 
perhaps the moft probable may be, that Gad means 
Good Fortune, and Meni the Moon. " But why 
1boqld we be fo!icitous about it? fays Schmidius. 

h 
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It appc:irs fufficiently, from the circumirance;;, that 
they were fal[e god,, either fiars, or fome other na­
tural ohjecc; or a mere fiction. The Holy Scrip­
t ur,:s did nor ckign to explain more cle:uly what 
thefe obJecl-s of idolatrous wori11ip were; but chofe 
rather that the memory of the knowlege of them 
fuoukl be utterly abolii11ccl. And God be priifecl, 
that they are fo totally abolii11ed, that we are now 
quite at a lo{s to know, what and what fort of things 
they were." Schmiclius on the place, and on Juel. 
rr. 1::. Bibi. Hallenfia. 

Jcroli1, on the pb.ce, gives an account of this 
iclolatrnus p,afl.icc of the apofiate Jews, of making 
a Fe:1fr, or a Lec'tifrcrnium, as the Romans called 
it, for the!e pretended deities. " Efl: in cuncl:is ur , 
bibm, & maxime in ./Egypto, & in Alexandria, 
idololatria~ ,·etus confuetudo, ut ultimo die anni, & 
mcn1is ejus gui extrcmus efi, ponant menfam refer­
tarn varii generis epulis, & poculum mulfo mixtum; 
vcl pnetl·riti anni vel futuri fertilitatem auf picantes, 
Hoe autun faciebant & Jfraelitce, omninm fimula­
chro:-um portenta venerantes; & nequaquam altari 
vifl:imas, icd hujuf modi menfrc liba funrlebant." Sec 
allu Le Clerc on the place; and on LXVI. 17. and 
Dav. l\filii Difiert. v. • 

The allufion to Meni, which fignifies number, is 
ob,·ious. If there had been the like allufion to Gad, 
which might have been expected, it might perhaps 
have helped to let us into the meaning of that word. 
It appears from Jerom's Verfion of this pbcc, that 
I he words T~ a"''r'-c~ 1:J, ( or a~i[.J-o;-1, as fome copies 
h:1Sc it,) and T1J -:-vx11 ftood in his time in the Greek 
V ~,rfion in- an inxcrted order from 1 hat which they 
h:1Se i11 the prefent copies; 1 he latter then anfwering 
to 1),' the former to ljQ: hy which fome clifliculty 
would be avoided; for it commonly fuppofccl, that 
i.., figniiics ":"V)')l• See- Gen. xxx. 11. apuc.l r:xx. 
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This matter is fo far well cleared np by ,1:;s Pachom. 
and I D. u. which agree in placinn· tliele two words 

~ 0 

in that or<ler, ·which jerom's Verll.on f11ppofcs. 
15. -fhall flay you.] For 7ri11J;ii, }hall flay thee, 

Lxx ann Chald. read o:i.-,1om, Jhn!I flay you, plural.-
17. -I create new heavens, and a new eartli] 

Concerning this image and the application of it, fee 
De S. Poef. Hebr. Pncl. 1 x. 

1 S. -in the age to come, which I create J So in 
Chap. IX. 5. i)J \JN, wa1np -rev fl-'::},.J,.cvro; u,w~=i:, LXX. 

See Bifhop Chandler, Defence of Cbrifrianity, p. 
136. 

20. For ow~, theilce, Lxx, Syr. Vulg. read □v, 
there. 

2 r. They !hall not build, and another inhabit] 
The reverie of the curfe denou!1ced on the difobe­
dient, Deut. xxv111. 30. "Thou !halt build a houfe, 
and thou fualt not dwell therein; thou !halt plant 
a vineyard, and !halt not gather the grapes thereof." 

22. For as the days of a tree-] It is commonly 
fuppofe<l, that the oak, one of the moft long-fo·e(l 
of the trees, lafts about a thoufand years; being five 
hundred years growing to full perfection, and as 
many decaying: which feems to be a moderate and 
probable computation. See E\·elyn, Sylva, B. II 1. 

Ch. 111. The prefent Emperor of China, in his 
very iugenious and fenfible po~m, intituled, Eloge 
de Monkden, a tranflation of which in French was 
publifhed at Paris, 1770, f peaks of a tree in his 
country, which Ji.-es more than a hundred ages; and 
of another, which r,fter fourfcore ages is only in its 
prime, p. 37, 38. But his Imperial Majefiy's Com­
mentators, in their Note on the place, carry the 
matter much further; and quote authority, which 
affirms, that the tree laft mentioned by the Emperor, 
the Immortal Tree, after haYing li\·e<l ten thoufand 
years, is Hill only in its prime. I fufpecl: that the 
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CHAP. LXY. ISAIAH. 377 

Chinefc enlarge fomewhat in their national chrono­
logy, as well as in that of their trees. See Chou 
King, Preface, by Monf. Guignes. The Prophet's 
idea feems to be, that they 111all live to the age of 
the Antediluvians; which feems to be very juftly 
cxpreffocl by the days of a tree, according to our 
notions. 

23. My chofen fhall not labour in vain J I re­
mm·e ,,,n:i from the end of the 22d to the beginning 
of the 23d vede, on the authority of Lxx, Syr. 
Vulg. anrl a l\lS: contrary to the cfo·ifion in the 
Maforetic Text. 

Ibid. Nt:ither fhall they generate a fhort-lived 
race] il?i1J?, in feftinationem, what fllall foon haften 
away. E,~ Y-/'.\'.T,,~00::v, Joi· a curfe, LXX. They feem to 
have read i1?N?, Grotius. But Pf. LXX v I I r. 33. 
both juftitics and explains the word here : 

t:)j111jl ?Ji1J ?JI, 
: ;,',n:i:i r:::irmiu, 

" Ancl he con fumed their days in vanity; 
" J\nd their years in hafte." 

fLE'rtX c;--;-;-cua'1,;, fay the LXX. Jcrom on this place of 
Ifaiah explains it to the fame purpofe : " Et> etvu1retg­
E1av, hoe dt, ut 4fe dif!jlant." 

-:15. -ihall feed together] For inNJ, as one, an 
Antient ;\ls has iin1, together; the ufual word, to 
the fame fenfc, but very difterent in the letters. LXX, 

Syr. and Vulg. fcem to agree with the ::\ls, 

CHAP. 
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CH A P. LXVI. 

1~his Chapter is a continuation of the fnbjecl of 
foe foregoing. The Jews valued them/elves much 
upon their Temple, and the pompous fyftem of fer­
vices performed in it, which they fuppofecl were to 
be of perpetual duration; .and they affumed great 
confidence and merit to themieln:s for their ihic1: 
obfcrvancc of all the externals of their religion. And 
~t the very time~ when the juclgen.,_ents, denounced 
m ver. 6th and 12th of the preccrling Chap'.:er, were 
hanging oYer their heads, they were rebuilding, by 
Herod's munificence, the Temple in a moft magni­
ficent n1;rnner. God admoniihes them, that the 
}Vloir High <lwelleth not in ternples made with hands; 
:rnd that a mere external worfhip, how diligently fo­
<'Ye· attended, when accompanied with wic"-ecl ::1ml 
idolatrous praf.l:ices in the wortnipers, would never 
be accepted by him. Tlrn their hypocrif>· is frt 
forth in fhong colours: which brings the Prophet 
again to the fuhjecl of the former Chapter; and he 
purfues it in a <liflerent rn::mner, with more exprefs 
declaration of thc'N"ew Economy, and of the flou­
riihing ftate of the Church under it. The incre8.fc 
of 1he Cl111rch is to be fudden a1Jcl afionifl1ing. They 
that efcape of tlic Jews, that is, that become con­
nrts to the Chrifrian Faith, are to be employed in 
the DiYinc Minion to tile Gentilc:s, ::mcl arc to aa 
a<; Pricfts in prefrnting the Gentiles a:; an offering to 
God: fee Rom. X\'. 16. .1\nd both, nuw collected 
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into one body, fhall be witneffes of the final perdi~ 
tion of the obftinate and irreclaimable. 

Thefe two Chapters manifcfily relate to the c~lling 
of the Gentiles, the eftablifhment of the Chriftian 
Dif penfation, and the reprobation of the· apoftate 
Jews, and their defrruction executed by the Ro­
mans. 

2. -all thefe things are mine] A word, abfo­
lutely ncceffary to the ienfe, is here loft out of the 
Text: ,',, ;;:i,u,; it is preferved by 1,xx, and Syr. 

3. Tic that fb.yeth an ox, killcth a man;-] Thefe 
ar.::: iilihnccs of wicl~ednefs joined with hypocrify; 
of 1 l1c mr,fl: I1agitious crimes committed by thofe, 
who :,t th, fame time affected great ftrictnefa in the 
perf, )rn1::;:~ce of all the external fervices of religion. 
Gl1rl, hy the Prophet Ezekiel, upbraids the Jews 
wi1!1 tlie fame practices: " "\Vhen they had flain 
their children to their idols, then they came the 
fame day into my fancl:uary to profane it." Chap. 
xx1r1. 30. Of the fame kind was the hypocrify of 
the Pharifees in our Saviour's time; "who devoured 
widows houfes, and for a pretence made long pray­
ers." l\fatt. XXIII. 14. 

The generality of Interpreters, by departing from 
the literal rendering of the Text, lw.Ye totally loft 
the true fenfe of it; and have fubftituted in its place 
what makes no good fenfe at all: for it is not eafy 
to ibew, how in any circumftances facrifice and 
murder, the prefenting of legal offerings and idola­
trous worfhip, can poflibly be of the fame account 
in the fight of God. 

Ibid. -that maketh an oblation, [ offereth] fwine's 
blood] A word here Iikewi[e, necdfary to com­
plete t\1e fenfe, is perhaps irrecoverably loft out,:· 
the Text. The Vulg. and Chald. add the. word of­
fereth, to make out the fcnfe ; not, as I imagine, 
from any different reading, (for the worcl wanted 
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feems to have been loft before the time of the oldeft 
of them, as the LXX had it not in their copy;) but 
from mere neceffity. 

Le Clerc thinks, that ;,;yr.:, is to be repeated from 
the beginning of this member; but that is not the 
cafe in the parallel members, which have another 
and a different verb in the fecond place. " o,, fie 
Verfiones: putarem tamen legendum participium 
aliquod, & quidem n:J.r, cum fequatur r., niii jam 
prcecefferat." SECKER. Houbig2.nt fupplies ~;:ii-t, 
eatetb. After all, I think the moil: probable wurcl 
is that which Chald. and Vulg. feem to have clefigned 
to reprefent; th~t is, .:l'ipr.:,. 

5. Say ye to your brethren-J The Syr. reads 
n::i~mb iir.:,N; and fo the Lxx, Edit. Comp. ,,7.rx,--;E 

t½dE11.,io,~ l'.f'-c,;v· and MS Marchal. has c.c1E1,1,01{ and fo 
Cyrill and Procopius read and expl:-tin it. It is not 
eafy to make fenfe of the reading of LXX in the other 
Editions: E1r.u-r:; ce'S,i-cpo: '/Jf1.XV TOI~ f'-l'.TOLJcr1v Vf-tX~-but 
for rip.c.,•v, ::-.rs 1 D. u. alfo has ~/.1.wv. • 

8. -and who hath feen] Twenty Mss, (four 
Antient,) and the two oldeft Editions, with two 
others, have 'IJi, adding the Conjunction , : and fo 
read all the Antient Ver11ons. 

11. -from her abundant ftores] Fnr t'm, two 
:l\ISS, and the oldeft Edition of 1488, ha,-e ,~rr.:,; and. 
the latter t is unon a rafure in three other ;\ls~- It 
is remarkable, \hat Kimcl~i and Sal. b. J\1elecl1, not 
being able to make any thing of the worcl as it ft:rnds 
in the Text, fays it means the fame with ,,ro: that 
is, in effect, they admit of a nrious reading, or an 
error, in the Text. But, as Vitring:1. ob[enes, what 
fenfe is there in fucking nourifhmcnt from tr.e Jplen­
dour of her glory ? He therefore er.dearnurs to d~~ 
duce another fenfe from the word t~r; but as far as 1t 

appears to me, without any autl1ority. I am more 
inclined to accede to the opinion of tho[e learned 
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Rabbins, and to think that there is fame miib.ke in 
the word; for that in truth is their opinion, though 
they ditguife it, _ by fay_ing, that .t~e corruptc~ word 
means the very iame with that whICh they believe to· 
be aenuine. So in Chap. XLI. 24. they fay, that 
l':JN~ a viper, means the fame with O:Jl't, nothing; in­
itead of acknowlcging that one is written by miftake 
infieacl of the other. I would propofe to read in this 
place l'ln, or llD, (infiead of t1rn ;) from the Jlores; 
from i1i, to nuztrifh, to feed: fee Gen. XLV. 23. 2 

Chron. XI. !!-3. Pf. ex LIV. 13. And this perhaps 
mav be meant by Aquila, who renders the word by 
e,;7,; 'ci;C1.YTc6~;,;,C1.;: with which that of the Vulgate,. 
" ab omnimoda gloria," and of Symmachus and The­
odotion, nearly agree. The Chaldee follows a dif­
ferent reading, without improving the fenfe; l''7=:, 
from the u·ine. 

12. -like the great River, And like the other 
Stream-J That is, the Euphrates; (it ought to 
have been poiqted ivJ;i, ut fluvius il!e, as the Ri­
yer ;) ::mcl the· Nile. 

Ibid. J\nd ye fhall fock at the breaft] Thefe two­
worJs iv ~V, at the bre(l.fl, icem to h:1.,·c been omit­
ted in the prefent Text, from their likenefs. to the 
two words following; 11 ?l!, at the fide. A Yery 
probable conjecrure of Houbigant. Chald. and Yulg. 
have omitted the two latter words inficad of the two 
former. See Note on Chap. LX. 4. 

15. -fhall come as a fire] For IUN::l, in.fire, the 
1.xx had in their copy VN::J, as a fire; w~ wvp. 

Ibid. To breathe forth his anger] lnftead of 
:1•~;:-1\ as pointed by the l\1aforetes, to render, but 
1 Ullclcrftaml it as ::i'l?-9~7, to breathe. from :JVJ. 

r 7. -after the rites of J\chad-J The Syriam 
worthipecl a god called Adad. Plin. Nat. Hift. 
xxxv1r. r ~- Macrob. Sat. r. 23. They held him 
w be the h1ghcft and greatefr of the god~, aud to he 
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the fame withJupiter and the Sun: and the name Adad, 
fays Macrobius, fignifies One; as likewife does the 
word Acha<l in Ifaiah. Many learned men therefore 
have fuppofed, and with fome probability, that the 
Prophet means the fame pretended deity. inN, in 
the Syrian and Chaldean dialects is in; and perhaps 
by reduplication of the laft letter, to exprefs perfecl: 
Unity, it may have become iin, not improperly 
exprefied in Latin by Macrobius Adad, without the 
afpirate. It was alfo pronounced by the Syrians 
themfelves, with a weaker afpirate, 11i1; as in Ben­
hadad, Hadadezer, names of their kings, which 
were certainly taken from their chief object .of wor-

-1hip. This ieems to me to be a probable account of 
this Name. 

But the l\tlaforetcs correct the Text in this place ; 
their marginal reading is .nnN, which is the fame 
word, only in the Feminine form: and fo read thirty 
Mss, (!ix Antient,) and the two oldcft Editions. 
This Le Clerc approves, and fuppofcs it to mean 
Hecate, or the Moon; and he fopports his hypo­
thefis by arguments not at all improbable. See his 
Note on the place. 

Whatever the particular mode of idolatry, which 
the Prophet refers to, might be, the general fenfe of 
the place is perfectly clear. But Chald. arid Syr. and 
after them Symmachus and Theodotion, cut off at 
once all thefe difficulties, by taking the word inN 
in its common meaning, not as a proper name; the 
two latter rendering the fentencc thus: cr.1,,w ul\]\17-

A'NV EV J,1-ffl"(f o'J010V1'WY 1'0 Y.p,ett; TO xo1e:1ov· Gile after {Ii/O­

ther, in the mid.ft of thofe that eat /wine's flcjh, I fnp­
pofe, they all read in their copies inN inN, one by 
one, or perhaps inN inN inN, one after another. See 
a large Diflertation on this fubjcct in Davitlis Millii 
Diikrtationes Sclechc, Diifert. v 1. 
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18. For I know their deeds-J A word is here 
loft out of the prefent Text, leaving the Text quite 
imperfect. The word is y,,,, knowing, fopplied. 
from the Svriac. The Chald. had the fame word in 
the copy b~fore him, which he paraphrafes by •01p 
l?), their deeds are manifdl before me: and the Aldine 
and Complutenfian Etlitions of LXX acknowlege the 
fame word, <'r.'~°'11-°''; which is yerifie<l by 1\1 s Pa­
c horn. and the Arabic Verfion. I think there can 
be little doubt of its being genuine. 

Ibid. And I come-J For m~:i, which will not 
accord with any thing in the fentence, I read N:l, 
with a :--1s; the Participle anfwering to l),,,, with 
which agree LXX, Syr. Vulg. Perhaps it ought to 
be N:n, Syr. quando YCniam: and fo Lxx, according 
to Edit. Aid. and Complut. and Cod. Marchal. 

19. -who draw the bow] I much fufpecl:, that 
the words jjll!j:) 'Jll'r.J, who draw the b~w, are a cor_; 
ruption of the word 7~0, Mofchi, the name of a 
nation fituated between the Euxine and Cafpian Seas; 
and properly joined with ~:J.Ji, the Tibareni : fee 
Bochart, Phaleg. r1r. 12. The LXX have f!-o,;ox,, 
without any thing of the drmuen of the bow: the 
word being once taken for a Participle, the bow was 
added to make fenfe of it. JilVi', the bow, is omitted. 
Ill a :\IS. 

Ibid. -who neYer heard my name] For ~:VOil', 
my /,:;me, I read with LXX and Syr. 'Otv, my name. 

20. -and in counes] There is a fort of vehicle, 
much ufed in the Eafi:, confifting of a pair of ham­
pers, or cradles, thrown acrofs a camel's back, one 
on each fide; in each of which a perfon is carri-ed. 
They haye a covering to defend them from the rain 
an<l the fun. The\·enot calls them Co1:mes, 1. p. J56. 
lvfaillet dcfcribes them as covered cages hanging on 
both tides or a camel: At Aleppo. fays Dr. Ruffel, 
" women of inferior condition in longer journies are 

com-
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commonly ftowed, one on each fide of a mule, in 
a fort of covered cradles." Nat. Hift. of Aleppo, p. 
89. Thefe f eem to be what the Prophet means by 
the word C)1:l'.lt. See Harmer, Obferv. r. p. 445. 

21. -and for Levitesl For u,,r,;, fifty-nine MSS, 

(eight Antient,) have c,,,,,, adding the Conjunction 
,, as the fenie feems neceifarily to require : and fo 
read all the Antient Verfions. See Jofl1. IJI. 3. and 
the Various Readings on that place in Kennicott's 
Bible. 

24. For their worm fhall not die-J Thefe words 
of the Prophet are applied by our bleHed Saviour, 
Mark rx. 44. to exprefs the everlafting pLmifhment of 
the wicked in Gehenna, or in Hell. Gehenna, or the 
Valley of Hinaom, was Ycry near to Jcrufalem to the , 
fouth-eafi:: it was the place where the idolatrous Jews 
celebrated that horriblt.: rite of making their children 
p:1fs through the fire, that is, of bur11ing them in 
facrifice, to Maloch. To put a ftop to this abomi­
nable practice, Jofiah defiled, or defccrated, the 
place, by filling it with human bones: 2 Kings xxi r :. 
10. 14, and probably it was the cuftom afterwards to 
throw out the carca1Ies of animals there; and it be­
came the common burying place for the poorer peo­
ple of Jerufalem. Our Saviour exprcffrd the Hate 
of the l3leilcd by fcnfiblc images; fuch as Paradife, 
Abraham's bofom, or, which is the fame thing, a 
place to recline next to Abraham at table in the 
kingdom of heaven; fee Matt. v 11 r. I 1. (Cc:cnabat 
Nerva cum paucis. Veiento p1·oximus, atque ctiam 
in finu rccumbebat." Plin. Epifl:. Iv. 22. Compare 
John xr11. 23.) for we 'could not pofiibly haYe any 
conception of it, but by analogy from worldly ob­
jects : in like m;i.nncr he cxprdlcd the phcc of tor­
ment under the im:.ge of Gehenna; and the pnni1h­
ment of the wicked, by the worm which there preyed 
on the carcaffcs, and the fire which confwm:d the 

wretched 
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wretched victims. Marking howe,·er, in the ftrongeft 
manner, the difference between Gehenna and the 
invifible place of torment; namely, that in the for­
mer the fuffering is tranfient: the worm itfelf, that 
preys on the body, dies; and the :fire, which totally 
confumes it, is foon extinguifbecl: whereas in the 
:figurative Gchcnna the inftruments of punifhment 
fhall be everlafting, and the fuffering without end: 
for there '' the worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched." 

Thefe emblematical images, expreffing Heaven 
and Hell, were in ufe among the Jews before our 
Saviour's time; and in ufing them he complied with 
their notions. '' Blefled is he ~hat fuall eat bread in 
the kingdom of God," fays the Jew to our SaTiour, 
Luke xiv. 15. And in regard to Gehenna, the 
Chaldee Paraphraft, as I obf erved before on Chap. 
xxx. 33. renders e\·erbfting, or continual, burnings, 
by " the Gehenna of enrlafting :fire." And before 
his time !he fon of Sirach, vu. 17. had faid, '' the 
vengeance of the ungodly is fire and worms." So 
likewife the Author of the book of Judith: " Wo 
to the nations rifing up againft my kindred: the 
Lord Alm~ghty will take Ycngcance of them in the 
day of judgement, in putting fire and worms in their 
flefh :" Chap. xv I. I 7. manifeftly referring tQ the 
fame emblem. 

l'OL. II, C C INDEX 
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ix, 44 384 x,, 28 123 

Xll, I 60 x11, S JOO 

XIV, 65 310 xx,, 4 181 

:xv, 19 310 xxv,, 4, 5 327 
:XXVIIJ, 26 73 

" --27 76 

LUKE. 

364 
ROMANS. 

r, 19 
11, l 123 

iil, 4 2 54 r, 20 273 
lY,I8,J9 553 n, 17 l 18 
.'C, 34 IO 

IX, 20, 1.1 287 
:uv, 15 385 -28 109 
-16 ~90 x, 15 319 
_:xv, 22 !CO 

-- 20 371 
;i.v111, I 357 x,, 8 

3~€ -31,32 310 -26 
:J(X r, '.'-2. 3()1 - 30, 31 210 
;l!.Xll 0 2,·9, JO ·.190 xv,4,5 13 

--12 Jl3 

-- 12, 13 IJ 
joHN. 

1, 2.3 2 54 1 CoRINTIIIAN&. 

Vil, 37• 39 117 

XII, 40 7 3, 76 
11,9 ..,68 

-· 41 73 ., . 

x111, 23 384 II!, t5 108 
xv, 6 198 
xv:11, ::'.:>, 21 326 

GAL.'l,TlANS. 

ACTS. 
III, 3 2 57 
--:- 13 13( 

11, 3 67 
-39 34 1 

EPH!-, 



l!l!DEX OF TEXTS, 

EPHJ::S1,\NS. R:EV!:LATION. 

a, 13, 17 34 1 1, I 6 3or. 
II 1, ] l73 
iv, i3 73 

H£B1u::ws. v,5 I 15 
VI, 15, 16 l 15 
xiv, 10 I~ 

IV, 12 302 x,x, 13, 15, 16 362 
x111, 15 34-1 -- ,7, 18 2.B 

XX 31.Jt 

-4 27S 
1Pr:n:1t. xx,, 18-2r .,,,'? 

.J.'),, 

xx11 1 1€i l J f; 

1, 24 256 
-2+, 25 :257 

INDEX 



I N D E X O F P E R S O N S. 

Abarbanel 322, 333 
Ahendana 9, I 1 
Abrn-l·.zra 1, 1 I, 47, I 10, 

300, 328 
Aben Tybbon h-i 
Abraham 262 
Abyclt:1111s 160, 28 3 
Addifon 5 I, 100, 145 
A~fchylns 171,314 
Jl'.tius 278 
Agatliarchides 288 
Ahaz 2, l I 

.Alexanda 152, 181 
Ambrofe 261 
Ammi,rnus 274 
Antiochus E1;iph. h:xx,•ii 
Antipater 29+ 
Aquila lxix, xci, 7, 21, 66, 

343 
Aratus 172, 204 
Arbuthnot 224 
Arias Montanus 325, 35i 
Arillophancs 44, 303 
Ari!lotle, his TrcatiJe on Poe-

try, lxxviii 
---- Hilt. Animal. I 36 
Arirnhius 338 
Ar,ian J::-:6, 274, 282 
Athen:ons 3 1 7 
.'\urclius \iit'1or 315 
.,l\zarias, Rnb, Iii, &c. 

Bagot JO~ 

Dalkis, <l!Jeen of Sheba 2.6 
Jlarry 190 
Baumgarten 172 

Benjamin of Tudela 127 

llc:rofus 12 7, 25 I 
Beryte, l'Ev~que de, 224 
Bianchini 325 
Ilochart 15, 34, 58, 136, 

145, 208, 227, 261, 28&. 
383 

Breithaupt 30 _; 
Brentius 30 
Brerewood 284 
Bruns xciv 
Bryant 157 

Buxtorff 2 70, 329 
Buxtorff, Junior, !iii-

C:elius Antipater 35 
Callimachus 85, 17 I 
Caltmt 135 
Cambyfes 152 
Camden 56 
Cappc-llus 189,268, 31 r 
Cafanbon 325 
Callell 279, 327 
Callellio xliv, lxxx 
Ccllarius 137 
Celfius 21 
Celfus 246 

Clrnnclkr, 



IN!JEX OF PERSO~S. 

Chandler, I3p. 96, 323, 376 
Chappclow I 8, 38, 246 
Chardin 10, 40, 60, 61, 74, 

103, 121, 167, 171, 173, 
181, 191,214,224, 260, 
277, 295, 308, 3r6, 350, 
3Sb, 373 

Chryfotlom 64 
Cicero iv, 290, 303 
Claudian 241 
Clemens, Alexand. 44, l 7 l, 

338 
---- Rom. 368 
Cocceius 161, 21.:!, 347, 

372 
Columella 57 
Cotovicus 350 
Crccfns 284, 290 
Cupcr 323 
Cnrtius 236, 307 
Cyril 68, 380 
Cyrus 116, 126, 262, 263, 

282, 283, 284, 285, 286, 
320 

Darius Hyilafpis 126 
D'An·ieux 88, 198 
De Guigncs 377 
De Lille 58 
Demufrhenes iv, ?.80 
Ddclumps.96 
D'Herbclot 1 ':l5, 228, 307 
Dicearchus 1 79 
Diodorus 147, 153, 171, 

2 53· 289 
Doedcrlcin 2-12, 304 
Donatus 181 
Drulius.328 
Durell xcii, 20, 33, 5 I, 66, 

8 2, 323, 337 

YOL, H, 

Egmont and Heyman 57, 

147, 153 
Ephr~m Syr, 22, 161, 223 
Ff.uhaddon So 
Eudoxus 35 
Evdyn 376 
Eugene Roger 46, 57 
Euripides 9, 22 r, 2213 
;Eufebius I 11, 28 3 
Euibthius 172 

Fdlus 326 
Furer 198 

Gibfon 57 
Glal1i11s IP 
Grabe iv, lxxxix: 
Gratius 140 
Gregory Naz. 7 5 
Grotius 154, 228, 252, 377 

Hadri,rn i7 
H~mmond 216 
Hanno 35 
Hare xii, Ii 
Harmer 10, 12, 38, 40, 60~ 

6r, 76, 83, 84, 105, 173, 
19 s, 20 5, 224, 24 1' 242, 
26o, 277, 2 95, 307, 3o9, 
357, 384 

Ha1ldquill: 12, 59, 6 3 
Herman von der Hardt iii 
Herodotm 35, 59, TI 6, I 25, 

126, 132, 135, 147, 157, 
160,162,179,274,282, 
283, 309 

Hetiod :221, 323 
Hefychi11s 290 
Hezekiah 3, 138, 168, 169, 

'221, 229. 237,247,248 
Homer 17, 69, 85,128,135, 

E. E 149, 



f!'tDEX OF PERSO:,,T~, 

149, 1 72, ?..Oi, ::o9, 2 l7, 
220, 29-h 3:5, 317, .',29 

Horace 114, ~81, 207, 21:!o, 

3 SI 
Houuigant I, 14, 30, 39, 64, 

66, 87, 102 1 103, I 13, 
118,142,167,183,191, 
200,203, 2?- 3, 214, 21s, 

226, 23~. 238, 24<~, 246, 
247, 265, ';qo, 272, 276, 
287, 33+, 33.'i, z+Ci, 352, 
353, 37o, 37+, 380, 38 1 

Ifu,.t 31, 68, 1 ]2, 274 
U:rnt 45, 46 
Hytlc 236, 285 

Jarchi xlviii, ..;:1, 42, 7 r, 85, 
136, lj9, 201,241,245, 

2,0, 21/J, 300, 302,339 
Jeph:hah, his Vow 211 
Jt:rom iii, xci. 60, 73, 103, 

III, 127,136,157, qo, 
192,201, 20..;., 205,217, 

241, 24::, 262, 265, 327, 
3+3• 368, 37::!, 375, 377 

lkcnins I; S 
_foh11 the B-apti!l: 252-257 
John Hyrc3nm 360 

Jon-a than Een Uziel xc 
Jones I I .'i 
Jof:.:ph:1s 36, 11 I, 128 
Totham 2 

lfaiah r 
J11hb 16, 31, 35, 41, 51, Ro, 

8 I, 82, 31 J, 324, J30,, 

344, ;i47, 356, 367 
Judas i\laccabcus 360, 361 
_T11\i115 l'ollux 44 

'Jt1fii11 I i7 
JuvcnJl .~3, 49, 9J 

KaJ;n!ki' 132 
Kemr,fc:r 18, 24, 6r, 74, I? I, 

20.~ 
Kcnnicott lxxxi, xcii, xciii, 

IC2, I 18, 235, 236, 325, 
32 8, 353, 384 

K1111ehi 9, 11, 20, '.!8, 56, 66, 
;o, Sc, 93,106, 1oi, 11c, 

113, 143, 150, 153, 161, 
1 CJ3, 2 I j, 243, 263, 270, 

300 ~ 32 3, 333, 34S, 355• 
-:18 I .., 

Labid 08 
J;i(t;111ri11s 315 
L1rd11cr 325 
L;i Roq11c 97 
Le C!irc 20, l 3C-, 146, 216, 

221, 266, 272, 304, 373, 
37 5. 3So, 382 

Lilirn,h~l 339, 3.1-8, 374 
!i,-y I 6 I 
Locke J 3 
Longi1rns 9, 280 

l.Oll'Ol;\n 350 
Lowth 16, I 15, 133, 143', 

155, 2.~6 
l.11can 53, 56, 116, 146, 2O'.l 
L11crctills 20+, 209, 35 1 

Luuolphns 255 

i\facrobim 38:, 382 
:Vl:iillet .'iS?, 
j\foi11,011ic!cs I 32, 326-
i\ la rr i,J : 9 
l\lam:drdl 23, 24, 25, 37, 

57, 103, 120, r28, 19S, 
305, 339 

1\Tegallhents 160 
M,ir, Rnbbi, 163, 26S 
l\lela 282: 
l\krrick 337 



INDEX OF PERSONS, 

l\Iicbaclis 27, 31, 53, 57, 58, 
63, 97, 1 37, 1 56, 193, 
296, 297, 3o4 

Miller 16, 224 
l'\lillit1$, D.w. 3i5, 382 
:Ulilron 128 • 
.l\Ioerlius 108, 337 
;\lohammed 27, 3-:-, 98, I 74 
Mont1gu, L. i\fary, 2+2 
l'.folhcim 253 
Mon tfaucon xci 
Muller 97, 156 
Al un ftcr 32 3 

Nau 58 
Ne'.•uchadnezz~r I 34, I 5'.!, 

160, 176, 180, 1tl1, 182, 
183, 231, 281 

~cpn, 307 
Newton, Sir I. So, I 87 
--- Bp. I 52, 182 
Niebuhr 27, 89, 205, 309 
Ninus 179 
~OllllUS 61 

Onkelos lvi 
Ori gm xii, 299, 32 7, 3 28 
Ofbeck 330 
O1'id 9. 29, 123, 283 
Owen 157, 308 

l'4chomius l;<.xxi:< 
r.11la<li11s 57 
1'.111I Lucas 38, 48 
Pa 11frniJs 69 
l'ckah 2 

l'e1·izo:ii11s q9 
l'crliu~ 58 
l'hile 26 1 
l'h ilo I xvi, 1 52 
l'icc1·0 della Valle 42, 48, 

. I 2 7, l i I, 269 
fmd.;1· 292, 303 

Plato 314 
Pli11y 16, 24, 35, 43, 6,, 

146, 246, 284, 381, 384 
Poco.:kc 147, 1_r,3, 242 
Pridea11i; r36, 157,325,360 
Procopi"Js lxix, 96, 207, 380 
l'roidicus 49 
Pfommitichus 152, 157 
Pfellns 208 
l'tolern}' SlltcT I 52 

Philometcr 155 
1'11bl1us SF, 49 

Randolph 27, 
Rawolf 197 
R.el:rnd 57, 58, 142 
Retfin 2, 7~, 92 
Ruflell 43, 383 

Sat hen Mclee j, 12, 54, 
67, 75, 70, 107, I08, 
J I o, I 66, 2,H, 266, 2 iO, 
300, 323, 3.H, 367, 380 

S1lc 27,174,236 
Salm:ilius r6, 44 
Salviin 123 
S:lnftins 43, 50 
Sandys ,p, 58, 182 

Sardanapalus I 13 
Scaligcr iii 
Schindler 11, 99,328 
Schmidil:s 3·4 
Schroeder 4+, 91, 193, 220 
Schultens I I, 38, 97, 140, 

14.S, 150, 3q, 367 
Secker 1, xri, 20, 41, 55, 

• p6, 82, 87, 94, <;(), 102, 

105, ro6, 110, 115, 141, 
154, 155, 156, 1S~, 186, 
203, 211, 21b, 222, 224, 

227, 232,239,266, 268, 
2i 1, 2p~ 27 3, 27S, 2s,6, 

~ ~ ~ 297, 
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297, 3o4-, 3 11 ,313,3 15, 
32 3, 33 2 , 334, 34o, 343, 
345, 369, 37o, 380 

Scmiramis 119, 253, 274 
Scnachcrib 3, 106, 109, I I I, 

144, 149, 157, 286, 225, 
226, 237, 272 

Seneca 148, 185 
Sen•ius 177, 32') 
Shaltmncfcr 3, So, 106, I 34, 

142, J 12, 183,200,273 
Shaw 43, 103, 174, 199, 

210, 23(), 261, 294 
Shcbna 169, 170 
Sherlock 31 
Simonis 104, I 12, 148, 153, 

279 
Solinus 56 
Solomon 25, 26, 30, 40, 103, 

168, 175 
Spencer 278 
Strabo 24, 36, 56, 126, I 32, 

147, 274,289 
Suctonius 35 1 
S11rcnhufius 325 
Symmachus lxix, xci, 22, 66, 

161,271,277, ·298, 324. 

Tacitus 352 
Tavern/..- IC, 12, 13, 36, 

l 2 7, 359 
Ta1lo~, Concord. 11,174 
Terence 181, 294 
ThJrth:rn 157 
Thc111il1ii.s 323 
Thcocritus I 1+ 

Thcodorct lxi:;, 6.}, 68, 132 

Thcoclotion lxix, xci, 7, 8, 
22,66, 356 

Thcophrallus 324, 338 
Thcvenot 17, 57, 58, 88, 

171,172,190,213,383 
Tiglath Pilefcr 2, 80, 92, 99, 

103, 141 
Tirhabh 1 57, 2 72 
Trallian 58 

Va!clius 126 
Y::dco de G~ma 35 
Vegctius 278 
Yirgil lxxxii, 25, 29, 56, 67, 

69, 93, 100. 114,124, 
133, 177,207,209, 221:, 
289,330, 3~4, 373 

Vitringa ii, xlix, 2, I I 5, I 18, 
122, 134, 166, 169, 178, 
182,218,252,263, 273; 
311 ,32 2 ,347,35 1 , 3541 
366, 370, 37 I, 380 

Ulloa 16 
Voffius 22 
Ullier So 
Uzziah r, 2, 133 

"rct!lein lxxx, 229 
Waide xc, 191 
Wolfius iii, Iii, 117 

Xenophon 42, 49, 69, 70, 
I 16, 122, 124, 125, 132; 
282, 283, 284, 285, 294,. 
3o9 

' Xerxes 126 

INDEX 



I N D E X O F 'r I-I I N G s~ 

.A.crofiic-fee Alphabe_tical 
,Abraham 262, 263 
---- hi~ boforn 384 
Additions, Hebrew Text lvi, 
• 87, 122, 215, ,44, 297, 

298, 33 1 , 346, 353 
h:neid 35 : 
Africa 35 
Agriculture 203 
Alcahoi 42 
Alexandria, Jewilh Church 

there lxxxvii 
----- many Jews there 

152, 184 
Alleg'>ry, myfiical 25-'2 
Alphabetical, 12 Heb, Po­
• ems vi 

their 
• caufe and ufe vi 
Alternate members xxx 

fi.ngrng-fee Re-
fpontive 

Anomalies, probably corrnp­
tions 22, 56, 312, 362 

.1\.nthropopathia 19, 217 
Antient Y(;!rlions lxxxiv, 6, 

296 . 
------- confirmed 

by Hebrew r,iss lxxxiv, 
lxxxvi 

----•· fome exam-

pies of 1t 22, 33, 39, 129, 
150,189,207,210, 212, 
223, 263, 264,271, 279, 
2g6, 2 98, 304, 3c9, 3 I J, 
323, 324, 332. 336, 340, 
343, 350, 350, 36~, 37i, 
383 

Apocalyps of E!i.:is l'~ 
Arabic Verfions lxxxv1ii, 139 
Arabli, different forts of them 

269 
Armour, burning of, emblem 

of peace 100 

Afccnfion of Efaiah 368 
Afi~-ri:rns and Babylonians, 

the fame 132 
Azotus 158 

Babylon 159, 179 
--- its naval power 274 • 
--- gtc::itnefs and ruin 

125, 126 
--- the total :mnihilation 

of its walls accounted for 
128 

--- how taken 159, 28r, 
28,, 

.) 

-- Prophccy"on it, beau­
tiful I 19 
--Deliverance from it, 

a lha. 



INDEX OF THING~. 

a th:idow of Deli,·erance 
hy Chri!l: 2 56, 1.57 

Halaam's Prophecies xxxiv 
Ikard, highly honoured in 

the E~il 88 
Rotfr:,·231, 369 
Buildings, Eailcrn 103, 127, 

213 

(;ape of G_ood !-lope paffed 35 
Caffiterides 34 • 
,C;.yen;is large, for refuge 36 
C)1aldee l'araphrafe I, lvi, xc, 
• 16, 102, 107, 140, 2 ,o, 

233, 263, 264,271, 296, 
347, 348 

Chambers, e;ift~rn 242 
Chapttrs, ·11ot in order of time 

72 
---- not rightly <llvidcd 

52, 101, I 18, 134, 195 
Cha(dim, Chaldeans 178 
Cbinefe <:;hro:iology 371 
Chittim 176 
Chorus J 19, 225,295,358 
C()!lation of MSS necdfary, 

lxxx 
----- Heb. Mss how 

far ufeful lxxxi, lxxxiii, xc, 
XCIIJ 

----- requires 
long examination xciii 

- JIISS of t.XX ve-
ry <lelirable xc 

Co11jecl:11res, concurrent 212, 

------ in correcting I 
----- m tranflating 

lxxxv 
the lattC!r as ha­

zardous as the former xc, 

3i0 

Con!lrua fiatc for Abfolute, 

probably a mifiake 55, 245 
Comparifon, particles of, o-

111ittccl 356 
Con !1 rutl:ion of fen tences, fud­

clt·nly changed 288 1 295 
--c---- :ilternate xxx 
Coptic Verlion lxxxviii, 7 1, 

191, 299, 327 
Copyifts Jcwifh, fallible lxxi-, 

lxx:x;v 
------ their cu!loms 

in 11•ri,ing l:xxvi, 55 
Corner, the place of honour 

in the Eafl: 242 

Corruptions, perhaps wilful 
lxxxyiii, 369 

Connes, aq Ea!'cern vehi~l~ 
383 • , 

r,ymbal 145 
Cup of God's 1yrath 18, 3l4 

Damafcus 23, 142 
Delphi, Oracle there 289, 

290 
Drea1p, fimilitudc: fro111 20? 

Eagle 261 

-- Cyn1s's en!ign 293 
Ejfomites 230 
---· fettled in Judea J6Q 
Egypt 145-i48, 157., 15& 
Elath port 2, 3 
Elegiac vcrfes, in Hebrew xl 
Ellipfis 13, 110,170,263, 

271, 33.7 
Engli01 VerJion, vulgar xlvi, 

lxvii, xc:v 
__ , ______ re1-ifio11 of 

it expedient xcii, xcvi 
--- Verfions old, fomc­

times better 237 
E(hcol 5~ 



INDEX OF THIXG!I. 

Euphrn tes 2 7 4, 2S I 
Eziongtber 35 _ 
Expedition of Eafiern mll­

:,archs, the m:.naer of it 
2 53 

Fathers, Chriftian, generally 
h;id commentators on the 
l'rorhecies lxix 

Figs Il,,9 

Flocks, great care in driving 
them necdlary 260 

Foottlool 315, 352 
Fuel 197 

Gardens in the Eafi 22, 23 
G~rmcnts, tranfJ>arent 49 
Gate, the place of judicature 

210 
Gehenn,l 2 I 6, 384 
Gernara of Babylon 325 
Gentiles, called by Chriil 312, 

33 2 ,349,37 1 , 3iS 
Gire.lie 68, I 13 
Gloffes, from Margin into 

Text 87,214 
Gog ~ucl ;\Jago;: 361 
(;ol<lcn Age 113 
Gomd kind, fruits of the, 

much in requeil in the Eafr 
12 

Greek ~ew Tefi. its non-in­
tt:grity lxxiv, lxxv 

--- Verfion of the Old 
Tc!hmcnr, its importance 
lxxxvii, 15, ;6, 87, I 15, 
143, 210, 214,222, 223, 
235. 241, 242, 246, 255, 
277, 365 

------- interpolated 
71 

-----· :iltere<l per­
haps wilfully lxxx\·ii, 156 

------ ~!SS of L:C'.'C 

Hry ufeful 50, J 39, ! 41, 
158,184,212,220, 27(;). 
2 77,348,354,375 

-------- colla-
tion of thtm now necelfary 
lxxxviii 

----- MS Pachorn. 
and MS I D , 1. llr. l\luf. 
lxxxviii, lxxxix, .so, 71, 
IIO, 124, 139, 141,184, 
212, 220,269,276, 288, 
304,348,354 

Gro\·es, facred 20 

H:tdes, im:ige of 65, 12'.) 
Halle Bible xd, xcii 
Half-paufr, in long veni:; 

xxxix, xliii 
Hands, marks on 278, 305 
Harbinger of En uern l\lo-

narchs 253 
Harinn l\Ietre confuted :lo:iii 
Hebraifms 199, 257 
Hcb. Alphabet, only Confo­

nants xi 
- Bible, left complc:t: by 

Ezra lxxii:, lxxxii 
------- miil~kes in it e«r­

ly Ii, 255, 369 
----- 110'.\' incorrect 

lxxvii 
---- its integ, it;-

fir~ngcly believed lxxi, 
---- its true readingi 

how rccover:ible lxxx\·i 
Letters fimilar, the 

fources of error lxxv, lxx•ri 
- Mss, now eY.tant, ho·:.­

old lx::xii, xciv 
----- the prtfcnt Col­

l;ition of theru l.xxxi, lxxxii, 
XC 



INDEX OF THINGS. 

Heh. Poetry, its characrerillic 
lxv, I xvi 

-- Verfes, not in Rhyme 
xi, xiii 

_.:_ longer ;rnd fl1orter xxxiv 
-xiii 

-- "\Vords lingle, require 
many Engli(h !viii 

Homage, Ealler;i modes of 
306, 315 

Horitt:s 37 
Rolls, for God of Boils I 3 
Houfes in the Eafr 166 
Hunting, antient 18-5 

Jackal 12 

Idolatry expo fed 2 7 9, 280 

Idolatrous prallices among the 
Jews 372, 375 

Idumea 361 
Jerufalem, the Valley of Vi­

fion 166 
Jefhurun 277 
J e,-,els of the feet, noftrils, 

&c. 45-48 
Jews, great DcHruaions of 

them 7 7 
- prefrnt Difperli9n, with 

a Confeffion for them 363 
Iliad lxxviii 
lm~ges podiC'al, from nature, 

&c. 33, 286 
--- eml:,lcmatical of hea­

ven and hell 38 5 
Infinitives a@fulute, for tcnf~s, 

pafi 165 
---- fignify impera'.ive-

ly 222 
Intc:rcalary Stwza xl 
Intcrpolatic;1-See Additions 
Joh, book, already allowed 

poetical :i, xx~i·r 

Ifaiah, book, lxxx·i 
---- hillory of its 

Time I 

Notes 
their delign xcvii 

Ifr~el fometimes means The 
l\Tett;ah 304 

- people, c;,.rried away, 
in 6th Hezekiah 3 

fi-
mlly, 22d l'vlan~ffeh So 

Judea called the Mountain 57 
,,_ -- wildernefs of 254 

Keys, a,Hient 17'1 

-- mark of office 17 r 
Kingdom of Chriii: under th~ 

image of a feafi 18~, 384 
Koran 27, 97, 174, 235 

Lake, be~ow the wine-prefs 
61 

Latter D~p 28 
Lebanon, I-Ioufe of the F orefr 

of I 7 5 
---- and Carmel 21 o 
Leviathan, tile Croco'd1le, and 

the S~rpent 196 
Libation 2 1 I 

Literal fenfe, the nt>cetruy 
foucclation of all it,terprda­
tinns lxv, lxviii, xcviii 

-----may he the myf-
tic;,l, or fpirirual 322 

----- is lo-ke 1\-Idli-
ah 

London Polyglott lxxxvii 

l\fagian religion 2Q4 

Marks on !he hand, 278,305' 
M,i!hal, its nature xlviii, 76, 

129, 203, 2l0 



INDEX OF THINGS, 

11aforets, their paufes :md 
punctuation xii, xxxi, lxxi 

wretched Critics 
271 

Medicean MS. of Virgil lxxxii 
Mediclne and Surgery 10 
Meffiah Himfelf 53, 7 3, 79, 

87, 90, 113, 21.3, 248, 
268, 287, 301, 302, 304, 
310, 321, 326, 330, 331, 
345, 36 1 

_ His Kingdom 2 7, 7 3, 
79,90,99, 113,117,188, 
189, 223, 248, 252, 257, 
288, 312, 332, 345, 349, 
361,371,378 

l\1etre of,Things. See Rhyth-
mus . 

Mills, grinding at, the work 
of females 294 

Mirrors, of metal 91 
l\Iilhna 325 
:Moukden, prefent E:nperor 

of China's poem 376 
Mizmor, its nature lxvi, lxvii 

N:iharaga 281 
N;iharmalca 274, 281 
Nails, anticnt 173 
Necromancy 207 
Negative, underl1ood as if re-

pe:ne·d I 77, 2 76 
Nile 148, 153, 176, 177 
-- Shichor 177 
Nofe-Jcm:ls-47 

Ode on K. Eabvlon, moft ex­
cellc

0

11t 1 l 9_:___,l 22 
Old Teft]me11t, c!r.fecl:i1·e me­

thod of Jlu<lying it lxx 
Omiffions, I-kb. Text xl, 

lx:xxvi, 6, 31, 33, 39, 50, 
VOL. II. 

63, 64, 70, 7 I, 95, I I 6, 
_123, 129, 136, 154, 169, 
170,210,212, 214, 222, 
234, 237, 240, 246, 2~5. 
264, 265, 269, 2i7, 282, 
289, 296, 298, 303, 306, 
310, 325, 33 2 , ~35, 339, 
341, 342, 313• 346, 3~3, 
355, 379, 3So, 38 I, 3 3 

Onias's Temple 155 
Ophel 223 
Ophir 35 

Pallacopas 281 
Palm-wine 63, 183 
Parabolic ftyle 33, 122, 186, 

196,263,268, 300, 307, 
332, 334, 349 . 

Parallelifm of Verfes or Line, 
xiv, I, Ii 

--- attention to, ufeful 
in interpreting poetical 
parts of Scripture xlvii 

Parallel Lines, Synonymous 
xv 

----- Antithetic 
xiv, xxiii 

------Synthetic xiv, 
xxvi, xxvii 

--- Place~, ufcful in cor­
recting 135, 136, 139-
141, 238, 2 43, 2 47,255 

Paronomalia 64, I 86, I 93, 
222, 245, 35'1-

l'uticiple, fur future tc;1fe 
279 

Paffover, the manner of that 
ddiverancc ?. IS 

Perfumes, Eaftcrn 4.9 
Perfonilication vi 
Port The, whence the name 

18+ 
y F 



INDEX OF THINGS. 

Prcfmts to the great in the 
Eail, neceffary 339 

Prophecies of lfaiah, not 
Profe ii 

------- not 
now in order of time I 1, 72 

Profopopceia 1 20 
Proverbs of Solomon xxv, 

XXXIV 

------ allowed 
Poetical ii 

Pfalms, already allowed Poe-
tic~! ii, xxxiv 

-- ill-divided xl 

Rabbinicll faafion 380 
RefponliveSonglxvi, 75, 196, 

258, 259 
Refurrecl-ion, a common doc-

trine 194 
Rhythmus of Things liv-lxv 
Rice, how planted 224 
Romans, deflnicl:ion of Jeru-

falem by 183 

s~.ba, refervoir of 26 
Sahidic Verfion 327 
Samaria 198 
Scoffers 2.00 
Seder Olarn So 
Separation of Pfa!ms xl 
---\\'ords212, 337 
Sepulchres I jO, 328, 329 
Sicknefs and Sin, confiderecl 

as equivalent 229 
Sidon, mother-city of Tyre 

177 
Siloah 92, I 68 
Singulars fometimes for Plu­

ral 279 
Sittrng in the Eail, common 

manner of 316 
--· i::i fhte 316 

Sinrum 145 
Sorek, in Judah, vines of 58 
Spanifh Verfion 15, 43 
Speech of ghofrs fuppofed fee-

ble 207 
Spitting, an exprefiion of de­

tefration 309 
Standard. copy, none infalli­

ble lxxxvi 
Strong drink 64, 183 
Supreme Beings, Two, Per­

fian 284 
Syriac Verlion xci, 1 15, l 62, 

312,365 

Tabor, mount 57 
Talm11d, Babylonifh 39 
Tarflii01, where 34, I 76 
--- Ships 34, 176 
Teraphim, confulted 33 
Threfi1ing 162, 192, 204 
Tophet 216 
Tranfcribers. See Copyifh 
Trantlations modern, whether 

in Latin, or for the ufe of 
the Prote!lan t Churches, 
all from the pointed Heb. 
Text lxxii 

Tranfiator's duty xliv, xiv, 
xlvi, lxviii 

Tranfpolitions, Heb. Text 
79, 95, 244 

Treafnres of Cyrus 284 
Trees, long-lived 376 
Troglodytes 3i, 38 
Tyre 176-182 

V:m, antient 215 
Various Readings Heb. publi­

cation of commended lxxxi 
Veil, to fi1ade the Court 260 
Ventri.toqui ~08 

Verfe, 



INDEX OF THINGS, 

Verfe, its charaaeriil:ics ix­
xiii, xxxi, lxvi 

Verfes, ill-divided 14, 122, 
2 34, 377 

--- long, or lhort xxxv 
Verfions of Verfions, ufdul 

xc, 70, 139 
Vineyard-tower 60 
Vines, large trunks of 60 
- poifonous fruit of 62, 

6,, 
Vow~I points, not original, 

nor by Ezra lxxi 
Vulgate xiv, xci, 9, 63, 64, 

76, 95, 122, 169, 214, 
236, 237, 264, 265, 27 I 

--- authentic by Council 
of Trent lxxiii 

Wardrobes, Eatlei'n 40 
Watchmen in the Temple 357 
\Yater, in Gardens 22 
Wine mixed I 6 
Wine-prefs 61 
Wines 190 
Women, celebrate great E­

vents 258 
Words, lliany now lofl: in the 

Text of lfai.1h lxxxvi 
--- wrongly divided 33, 

1 97, 337 
\Vorld, fometime, for land or 

country 123, 184 

'JiN for :i1i1' 74, 102, 10-t, 
106, 108, II5, l14, 245 

:,,N and 1'N JQ5 
C"N andbll:: 179,184, 27~ 
:i and :, millaken 66, 82, 1 1 o, 

135,347, 38 1 

Ba11nAo• 338 
.n,o.::i 330, 331 
j and i millaken 93, 95, 102, 

135,168,189,208,216, 2F, 

1i1'?.:i 9 1 

i omitted, at the half-paufe 
xxxix 

i for ~?1177 
C'iiand C'ii changed 189, 

208 

:,~Dr,, punilhment for fin 
2 53 

' neceffary, 1 ft perfon preter 
r93, 2;0 -

N? and i? chnnged 213, 2 2 r 
i,'::l'7 and iJ '? changed r u, 19.:,. 

278 
C, plural termination, fre-

quently omitted 56, 311 
ii~t~ lxv 
,,i'~. :is r~ 186 
Sru,~ xlviii, 130, :03; 210 
D.Oft'f~ 267 
ONJ, folemn deliver1 of Pro-

phecy 1{>5 
tiOD218_ 
:,p,:: 267, 312 
.::l7t!', the glowing fand in the 

Eaft :i.3 5 

Re-



Remarkable Variations in t~e '.Te:x;t of lfaiah, where, 
there is little fimilitude between the words. 

Text, Variations, Chap. ,~,, ,i1Jj~ ix, 8. Chald. 

'.JE:I~ ~,i'TJ xx1v. 18. 111s, Chald. Vulg. 

l'Oll.l'l :lllJ'l xxxvu. 9. LXX, and & pa-
ral. place 

.ri,:!liNit 0 1n XXXVJI. 18. IO MSS, 

,,,:i:i, 1':iN',n xxxvu. z4. LXX. Syr. 

~n:v, win, XLIJ, 19. Ms. Sym. 

co.n:, ON.n:> XLV11.9. Lxx.Syr. 

i''1:!l y,,:v xL1x. 24. Syr. Vulg. 

O?ll.lii, 2,<lo ~Nitti, Lll, 9• % MSS. 

1tl!E:I.J ,~n', LVI II, 10. 8 111ss. Syr. 

i1JONI"l 1~ mNvm 9.n::> LX, 4• MS, 

,~:i, l1J:V LXIII, l I, Z MSS, Vet. E· 
dit. Syr, 

O?il.'n ll.'rJ', LXIII, 16. MS, 

03' ,n LXIII, 18. LXX, 

0'i:l O'ii1 LXIV, %, 4 MSS, 

nn, 1nN:> LXV, 2 5. Ms. LXX. Syr. Vulg. 

F I N I S. 




