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PREFACE. 

I SEND this laborious volume to the press with a clear sense 
of its limitations. But on this subject no more need be said ; 
the shortcomings of the work will be at least as evident to 
others as to myself. 

The books that I have used most for the purpose of the 
commentary are those of Alford, Ki.ihl, and von Soden, that 
of Dr. Hort for part of the First Epistle of St. Peter, that of 
Spitta for 2 Peter and J ude.1 Of Introductions I know at 
first hand only those of Salmon, B. Weiss, Westcott, Ji.ilicher, 
and Zahn, the excellent articles .of Dr. Chase in Hastings' 
Dictionary of tlte Bible, and Harnack's Chronologie. No one 
can write of the early Church without feeling how greatly he 
has been helped in an infinity of directions by the eminent 
scholar last named. 

But the apparatus of a commentator on the New Testa­
ment ought to be much wider than it usually is. The Anti­
nomians with whoin we meet in 2 Peter and Jude cannot be 
understood from the New Testament alone. To see what 
they were we must turn not merely to Corinthians, Thessa­
lonians, or the Apocalypse, but to the lives of Luther and 
\Vesley, to the times of Eckhart, Tauler and Ruysbroek, or 
to such books as Barclay's Inner Life of the Religious Societies 
of the Commonwealtlz. Every great religious upheaval repro-

1 Valuable summaries of the Literature are found-for 1 and 2 Peter, 
Hastings' D. of the B., vol. iii. pp. 817, 818; for Jude, vol. ii. pp. 8o5, 806, 
and Smith's D. of the B., vol. i. p. 1839, ed. 1893. 
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duces the same phenomena. There can be no doubt that 
they existed also in apostolic times. The Gnostics again, 
with whom these Antinomians have been confounded, cannot 
be understood without some acquaintance with the magic 
and devil-worship which reigned throughout the Greco­
Roman world. For this we must go to Plutarch, Apuleius, 
Lucian, the Neo-Platonists, or the papyri. Deissmann, in 
his Bibelstudien, gives some specimens of magical formula::, 
and the Pistis Sophia will show how the sacred names of the 
Bible and of the heathen mythology were mixed up together. 

At this moment in Hayti there are Gnostics who blend 
Vaudoux, or snake-worship, with Roman Catholicism, and 
it is probable that the same kind of " syncretism" is known 
to missionaries in other quarters. The Gnosticism of the 
Greeks and Orientals was probably not quite so sinister as 
that of the Haytian negroes, but it belonged to the same 
family. 

A point which gives the commentator much trouble 1s 
the nature of the Greek with which he has to deal. It is 
Vulgar Greek, but this is a most indefinite term. There is 
(1) the Greek that was written by men of education, by 
Epictetus, Plutarch, Dia Chrysostom, Lucian, Clement of 
Alexandria. In this there are many new words and expres­
sions, and the niceties of Attic grammar are relaxed; at the 
same time the old classics exercise a strong influence over 
the writer's mind. (2) Again there is colloquial Greek, 
which, as it was spoken in Egypt, we see fresh from the 
source in the Oxyrhynchus Papyri, published by Grenfell and 
Hunt. (3) There is, again, the colloquial Greek as written 
by Jews, whose grammar and phraseology were more or less 
influenced by the Septuagint and the genius of the Hebrew 
tongue. (4) Again we have to take into account the force 
of Christian usage, which coined many new terms. of its own. 
(5) Finally, there are perceptible differences in the linguistic 
habits of the New Testament writers themselves. Con­
stantly we have to ask whether any inference can be drawn 
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from the presence or absence of the article, what sense is to 
be attached to a µ,f; or an ev, whether such a phrase as -xpfo,; 

(31,a<f!p'fJfJ,lrlG is Hebrew or Greek, whether ev Xp,arrjJ is Pauline 
or liturgical. Much has been done in later years to simplify 
these questions. The admirable Concordance of Hatch and 
Redpath is _often the best of commentaries. Field has done 
much good service, and books like Deissmann's Bibelstudien 
(of which an English translation has recently been published 
by Messrs. T. & T. Clark) are of great use. Finally, Dr. 
Blass has earned the gratitude of all commentators by his 
Grammar. It is the work of one who with a profound 
knowledge of classical Greek combines a large and accurate 
acquaintance with the language of the New Testament, and 
no book shows so clearly, what we want especially to know, 
the difference between the two. 

Some of my readers may be startled, or even shocked, by 
the view taken in this volume of the relation between the 
two great apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul. It has not been 
adopted hastily, nor is it, I trust, irreverent. But it will not 
be accepted by anyone who reg~rds the Didadte as belong­
ing to the first or even to the second century. My own 
conviction is that it belongs to the fourth. According as 
the reader accepts one view or the other, his conception of 
the early history of the Church will be fundamentally 
different. 

As regards the relation between St. Peter and St. Paul 
again, there is need of a wider historical sense than is usually 
brought to bear upon the question. The difference between 
the two apostles was, as I believe, practically that which 
divided Hooker from Cartwright. I say practically, as 
meaning that a strictly Pauline Church would, in the details 
of worship and discipline, approximate very closely to the 
ideal of the Puritans. It would be built upon the theory of 
direct and personal inspiration, not upon that of indirect 
and corporate inspiration. These two theories produce 
very different results in the way of organisation, as, in fact, 
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everybody knows. I have called St. Paul a Mystic and St. 
Peter a Disciplinarian, not because the latter was not truly 
inspired, but because his inspiration was of a different type, 
of that type which is on amicable terms with reason, edu­
cation, and law. 

People often tell one that the more Mysticism is explained 
the more obscure it becomes. It is a natural difficulty, be­
cause up to a certain point all Christians are Mystics, as 
indeed are many who are not Christians at all. I may refer 
all those,who wish for light upon this perplexing question to 
the excellent Bampton Lectures of my friend Mr. Inge. Or 
they may consider the difference between Law's Serious Call 
and his Spirit of Prayer. Or they may read the Sermons 
of Tauler, or that most instructive book the journal of 
George Fox. Or they may ask themselves that question, on 
the answer to which everything turns, what they mean by 
the right of private judgment, on what it rests, and how far 
it extends. 

No man may presume to ask whether St. Peter or St. 
Paul was the greater saint. Nor can we ask whether the 
Pauline or the Petrine spirit is the more profitable for our 
times, for this, too, God alone knows. But, as we read the 
second chapter of Galatians, we cannot fail to be struck by 
the remarkable fact that St. Peter made no reply, nor can we 
well avoid the attempt to see what he might have said for 
himself, if he had thought it wise to take up the glove. 
Further, every Christian ought to ask which of these great 
apostles speaks more directly to his own soul. If it be Paul, 
let us be sure that we know what Freedom means, where it 
meets and where it parts from Law. If it be Peter, let us be 
sure that we know where Discipline begins and where it 
ends, lest for others, and indeed for ourselves, it become a 
yoke too heavy to be borne. 

Like all brethren of the guild of students, I owe more 
than I can tell, to more people than I can name. It has 
been my desire to acknowledge all debts. But the great 
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libraries are not easy of access to a dweller in the country, 
and often, from lack of intercourse with fellow-labourers, one 
does not even hear of good books. In this way, not only is 
much valuable information missed, but it becomes impossible 
to render the due tribute of respect and appreciation to 
those who have tilled the same ground beforehand. If there 
is any scholar who may think that I have been vending his 
wares without his trade-mark, I trust he will accept this 
imperfect apology. But I must tender special thanks to the 
Rev. Dr. Plummer, Master of University College, Durham, 
who has revised all the proofs with laborious care, and whose 
learning and judgment have been exceedingly helpful at 
many points ; and to those eminent and most courteous 
scholars, the Rev: Dr. Sanday and the Rev. Dr. Driver, who 
have been most kind in answering questions as to which I 
was very much in the dark. 

With these words of explanation and gratitude the book 
must go forth to face the world. Whatever be its fate, it is 
a sincere and humble endeavour to promote the interests of 
scholarship, edification, and peace. 

CHARLES BIGG. 

FENNY CoMPTON,June 29, 1901. 



PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION. 

As the Publishers inform me that a new issue of this volume 

is called for, I trust that it has been found useful. 

The modern custom of stereotyping does not allow a 

writer much freedom in revision. I have corrected a great 

number of small errors, pointed out to me not by crabbed 

reviewers, but by accurate and most benevolent readers, 

whose wounds are the faithful wounds of a friend, and to 

whom I tender my grateful thanks. 

Also, I have added on the pages immediately following a 

handful of addenda et corrigenda, which could not be inserted 

in the body of the book. 

CHRIST CHURCH, OXFORD, 

November 4, 1902. 

X 

CHARLES BIGG. 



ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA. --
To the Testimonia for First Peter may be added-

Barn. xi. II, Kal. 'YJ/J-EL<; p,€11 Kara{3a{vop,EV El, TO vowp ylp,ovTe, 
clp,apnwv Kal. pv1rov, cf. I Pet. iii. 2 I. 

Ep. ad Diognetum, xii., KA~pot uvvayovrai, cf. I Pet. v. 3. 
Sarapion of Antioch, in Eus. H. E. v. 19. 2, 1rapa 1rauv Tfj .1v 

KO<TP,Cf aOEA<pDTTJTl, cf. r Pet. v. 9. 

Page 56, line 3.-Add Julian, Ep. 63, to the other references to 
the Decree of Jerusalem. 

Page 100.-A remark should be added to the note upon TETTJpTJ­
p,lvrw El, vp,as (i. 4). With the addition of en Ka{, and in connexion 
with verbs distinctly expressive of survival, E1, vp,as might mean 
"until your time," cf. Herod. i. 92, en Kat l, lp,£ 17v 1r£piEovra, and, 
for a late instance, Julian, ad S.P.Q.R. Atlzen. 269 D (ed. Span­
heim), uwtErnt 0€ lt £Kdvov Kal. d, vp,as ETl T~<; TWV 1rpoy6vw11 apE~<; 
W<T7rEp lp,1rvpEvp,a Tt up,iKpov. But these phrases are not parallel. 
In Acts xxv. 2 1 ; 2 Pet. ii. 4, 9, iii. 7 ; Jude 6, TTJpE'i11 d, means 
"to reserve for," not "to preserve until." 

Page 1 II, note on vvv av71yyl>...71.-Yet compare Dionysius of 
Alexandria, in Eus. H. E. vii. 5. 2, oI, vvv £7rE<TTEtAaTE, " to whom 
you wrote the other day." Dr. Hort insists that the aorist must 
here keep its proper sense. 

Page 124, line 40.-My friend Mr. Plummer of C. C. C. observes 
that Gospel is not good spell, but news about God; but it is not 
possible to rearrange the text of the passage where this error occurs. 

Page I 34, note on T<i, apETa,.-In ecclesiastical Latin uirtutes 
constantly means "miracles." See Tertullian, Apolog. 21, de 
praesc. haer. 30, 44; Silvia, Peregr. 20 (ed. Geyer, p. 66), ut et 
uirtutes faciant multas ; Paul. Nol. carm. xix. 291, uirtutes ut eas 
idem celebraret humatus; Sid. Ap. Ep. vii. 16, sed confessorem 
uirtutum signa sequuntur. 

:xi 
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Page 140, line 2.-Mr. Plummer notes that, in the East, the 
title f3a<nA£v, came to be so exclusively confined to the Emperor, 
that, when the Byzantine historians speak of any other prince, they 
call him M~ (rex). See the Glossary to Georgius Cedrenus in the 
Corp. Script. Hist. Byzantinae, Bonn, 1839. 

Page 150, line 8.-It should be observed that Clement does 
not quote the words of Isaiah as they are rendered by the LXX., 
Ow<rw TOVS apxov-ras (TOV £V dp~V'[} Kal TOVS £1rl<TK071'0VS <TOV iv OtKatO<TVV'[J, 
See Lightfoot's note upon the passage in Clement, and Swete, Intro­
duction to the 0. T. in Greek, p. 469. 

Page 165, note on pv'11'o,. - St. Peter's use of the word may 
be illustrated from Marcus Antoninus, vii. 47, a'7!'oKa0a{pova-, yap 
at TOVTWV cpav-raa-tai TOV (JV71'0V xaµa.1 {3iov. 

Page 16 5, line 31 .-" <'11'£pw-ra.v is not used of prayer to God." 
'E71'£PWTU.V TOV ®Eov, •v T'f' ®E<p, £V Kvp{",), Ota TOV ®wv, Ota TOV 
Kvptov are common phrases in the LXX., but signify not " to 
pray to God," but "to ask God a question," "to ask Him for an 
oracle." See Isa. xxx. 2, !xv. 1 (quoted by St. Paul in Rom. x. 20); 
Jer. xxi. 2; Ez. xx. r. 'E"11'£pw-rav a-ocf,lav in Prov. xvii. 28 is 
probably "to consult or question wisdom," not" to pray for wisdom." 
'Eprorav is used in the New Testament of prayer by St. John, 
xiv. 16, xvi. 26, xvii. 9, 15, 20; 1 John v. 16 (see Bishop West­
cott's note on this last passage). But it means strictly not "pray," 
but "ask." 

Page 168, line 23.-The verb olvocp'li.vyliv is found in Deut. xxi. 
20, not the noun olvocpAvy[a. 

Page 184, line 30.-For "high priest's family" read "high­
priestly families." There seem to have been about four families 
from which the high-priest was selected. 

Page 189, line 1.--The reader's attention should here have been 
drawn to the just remark of Professor Ramsay (C.R. E., p. 367), 
that corporate or collegiate responsibility did not exist in the ancient 
polity. " Each individual possessed the full powers of the whole 
body. The act of one was authoritative as the act of all; each 
could thwart the power of his colleagues; no idea of acting by vote 
of the majority existed." Dr. Hatch's view introduces a strictly 
modern conception into a quite alien state of things. 

To the Testimonia for Second Peter may perhaps be added­
Dionysius of Alexandria, in Eus. H. E. vii. 7. 2, crvµcpvp£<r0ai 

-r~) -rij, '7l'OV'YJp[a, aiJrwv /3op{36p'J!. 
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Novatian, De Regula Fidei, 8, siue quoniam ad igneum diem 
iudicii mundus iste festinat, where Jackson discerns an allusion to 
2 Pet. iii. 

Page 264, line 32.-Mv~ft17V 1roi£'icr0ai, "to remember," is com­
monly used in the sense of "to mention," see for instance Herod. 
i. 15, • Aplluo, lle 'TOV I'vy£w ft€'T(J, I'vy17v {3a<TlA£V<TUV'TO<; /LV~/L17V 1roif 
ao/Lai. With the addition of the article it means "to call to 
remembrance," see Thuc. ii. 54, 7rpo, 8. :!7racrxov -r~v /LV~ft17V l7rowvvrn, 
"they called (the oracular verse) to their remembrance in the shape 
that agreed with their sufferings"; they maintained th~t AOtfto, was 
the right reading. . Mv~/L17 is not found elsewhere in the New 
Testament. Apparently it had been almost pushed out of colloquial 
use by ftV£la, see Bekker's Anecdota, 107. 25. Thus we find 1ravT£, 
uov 8ia7rav-ro, ftV£{av 7rOWVft£voi, in a papyrus of 172 B.c. (Deissmar.n, 
Bibelstudien, p. 2 r o) ; cf. Philemon 4 ; 1 Thess. i. 2 ; Rom. i. 9 ; 
Eph. i. 16. In all these passages it would be difficult to say 
whether the precise meaning is "mention by name," or "call to 
remembrance." The phrase "to remember in prayer" includes 
both senses. It may be noticed that P and some cursives have 
ftV£{av here. 

Page 277, note on T£<pp6Jaa,.-In the fourth century Silvia was 
shown the ruins of the Five Cities. See Pere gr. 12 ( ed. Geyer, 
p. 54), quae tamen Segor sola de illis quinque in hodie constat. 
Nam et memoriale ibi est, de ceteris autem illis ciuitatibus nichil 
aliud apparet nisi subuersio ruinarum, quemadmodum in cinerem 
conuersae sunt. 

Page 283, line 15.-For dKarn7ravcrTov,, Lachmann and W H 
read dKarn7racr-rou,, following the strong combination of A B. See 
W H, Introduction, p. 170. 'AKarn7racrTov, might, without great 
difficulty, be regarded as a vulgar form of &Karn7rav<TTov,, since the 
verb 1ravw in later Greek shows a tendency to <lrop the u ; thus we 
find l7ra17v, 1ra~cro/Lai, &va7ra£cr0£ (reading of D in Mark xiv. 4 r ), 
<i>ll£ &va7ra£-rai in a Roman epitaph (C. I. G. 6595), and &va7raft6, for 
&va7ravcri,. But W H prefer to regard the word as meaning " in­
satiable," and as derived from the poetic verb 7raTeo/Lai. "After 
pointing out that in Homer this verb means no more than to taste, 
Athenaeus adds in contrast (i. 43. p. 24A), o1 oe v£6Jnpoi Kat J7r1 -rov 
7r11.17pw01jvai n0eaui -ro 1racrau0ai." That is to say, in later Greek, 
7racrau0ai meant "to eat heartily," or "to repletion," not merely "to 
taste." ¥ A7racrTo, means "fasting," or, not having tasted, but it is 
just possible that dKaTa7ra<rTo,, if the word could be shown to exist, 
might mean "hungry" or "greedy." The word might more easily 
be derived from Ka-ra7racrcrw. Thus it might be used of diseased eyes 
"not anointed" with collyrium (Epict. ii. 21. 20, iii. 2 r. 21 ), or with 
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clay (John xix. 6). I cannot find that Kam-rrd.uuw is employed in this 
medical sense, but in To bit xi. I I we read, Kal -rrpoul:-rrau,r T~v xoi\.~v 
£7ri. TOil<; ocp0ai\.µoi1<; TOV -rraTpos avrov. In this way ciKaTa-rra<TTO<; might 
mean "purblind." But it is safer to stand by the reading of the 
Sinaitic MS., ocp0ai\.µovs £XOVTE<; µ,£uTovs µ,oixai\.ias Kai aKaTa-rravuTov, 
aµ,apnai, 8eAEa(ovT£<; if,vxas a<TT'YJpLKTovs. The erroneous form 
µ,oixai\.{a, may easily be explained (seep. zr2). 'Aµ,apr{ai, will go 
with OEA<a(ovn,, which can hardly stand without a dative to express 
the nature of the bait employed, and aKam-rravurnvs is an apt epithet 
for roving licentious eyes. Translate " Having eyes full of adultery 
and restless, catching unstable souls with the bait of sin." 

Page 310.-Add to the list of a.-rra~ i\.,ry6µ,wa, in Jude, EK7r0pV€V€lV1 

and v-rrl:xrn,1• 

Page 336.-The word µ,eµ,ij,{µ,oipos occurs in Epictetus, iii. 2. 14. 
Other references are given in Liddell and Scott. 

Page 344, note on µ,6v<p 0e,;;.-It should be observed that, in 
using the phrase, "the only God," of the Father, Jude is in agree­
ment with St. John (xvii. 3), St. Paul (Eph. iv. 6), all the early 
Fathers (Hermas, Mand. I; Irenaeus (Stieren), i. 9. 2, 3, i. 10. r, 
and passim; Tertullian, ad. Prax. 2, de praescr. lzaer. 36, de uirg. 
uel. 1 ; N ovatian, de .Reg. Fidei, 9 ; Justin, Dial. 1 26 ; Clem. Alex. 
Protrep. x. 103; Cyprian, quod idola dii non sint, 8-11 ; Origen, 
in Joann. i. 22 and passim), and the Nicene Creed itself, which, 
in accordance with earlier creeds and theology, begins with the 
words 7rL<TTEVOµ,ev El, lva ®eov -rraTtpa -rravToKpaTopa. The Father 
was held to be the one ultimate author of all that exists in heaven 
or on earth. This view was not thought to be inconsistent with 
belief in the true divinity of the Son, though it led to the use of 
guarded expressions (Ignatius, o 0£o, ~µ,wv; Cyprian, Deus noster ; 
Justin, 0£6,, not o 0,r6,). · 
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THE 

EPISTLES OF PETER AND JUDE. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRST EPISTLE OF 
ST. PETER. 

§ I. THE CATHOLIC EPISTLES. 

THE group of Epistles in which I Peter occupies a place is variously 
known as Catholic, Canonic, or Apostolic. 

The title Catholic is used by the Council of Laodicea, Chry­
sostom, Johannes Damascenus, Ebed Jesu, Cyril of Jerusalem, 
Epiphanius, the Alexandrine Codex, Athanasius, Gregory Nazianzen, 
Amphilochius, Leontius, Nicephorus. 

Canonic is used by Junilius, Gelasius (according to two MSS.), 
John of Salisbury, Hugo of St. Victor, and by the Liber Pontijicalis 
(see Duchesne). 

Apostolic is used by Gelasius (according to the reading pre­
ferred by Bishop Westcott), and perhaps also by Ebed Jesu. 

The title Catholic appears to be understood by Ebed Jesu as 
signifying the universal acceptance of the Epistles. His words are: 

" Tres etiam Epistolae quae inscribuntur 
Apostolis in omni codice et lingua, 
Jacobo scilicet et Petro et J oanni ; 
Et Catholicae nuncupantur." 

But Leontius explains it differently : Ka0oAiKat 3£ lKA~0rJ<rnv bm3~ 
ov 7rpo, ~v Wvo, lypacprJ<rav, w, ai TOV IIavAov, aAAa Ka06"A.ov 7rpo, 
7f"avrn. This, however, can hardly be the true explanation, for 
James, 1 and 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, all have a limited address, 
and there can be little doubt that I John and Jude are also intended 
for a definite circle of readers. 

Canonic is understood by J unilius to mean "containing the rule 
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of faith" : Qui libri ad simplicem doctrina\)1 pertinent? Canonici 
septemdecim .... Quae sunt perfectae auctoritatis? Quae canonica 
in singulis speciebus absolute numeravimus. 

The references for this section will be found in Westcott, 
On the Canon of the New Testament, Appendix D. 

Canonic appears to be the Western title, Catholic the Eastern. 
The two words probably mean the same thing, "included in the 
Canon," "universally received," "orthodox." 

The order of the books in the New Testament varies greatly in 
different authorities. 

In the Greek MSS. it is usually Gospels, Acts, Catholic Epistles, 
Pauline Epistles, Apocalypse. 

In the Sinaitic MS. and Peshito Version it is Gospels, Pauline 
Epistles, Acts, Catholic Epistles, Apocalypse. 

In the Canones Apostolici, the Memphitic and Sahidic Versions, 
it is Gospels, Pauline Epistles, Catholic Epistles, Acts, Apocalypse. 

In the Muratorian Fragment the order is apparently (see third 
section) Gospels, Acts, Pauline Epistles, Catholic Epistles, Apoca­
lypse. This is the prevalent usage in the West. There are 
numerous variations of minor importance. (See Gregory and 
Abbot, p. 132 sqq.) 

Since the fourth century the generally received order of the 
Catholic Epistles has been James, Peter, John, Jude, but there are 
many ancient variations which will be found in Gregory and Abbot, 
pp. 138, 139. 

§ 2. VOCABULARY AND STYLE OF THE FIRST EPISTLE 
OF ST. PETER. 

The vocabulary of the Epistle is remarkable as containing a 
large number of words which are not used by any other of the New 
Testament writers. · The list of them is as follows: 

aya0oTrOlla, aya0oTroi6,1, o.OeAcp6T'f/S1, a8tKw,1, ,iaoAo,, al<FxpoKEpOw,, 
&AAorpweTr{O'KOTro,, &µapa.vnvos, &.µa.paVTos1, &.vayewav1, &.vayKa<Frws, 
avatwvvv<F0ai 1, ava.xVO'l'>, dVEKAa.A'f/TO<;, avnAoioopELV, dTroy{ve<F0ai2' 
O.'TrOJ/f.fJ,ElJ/1, d7rpOO'W7rOA~7rTW<;, apera[l, &.pnytlll/'f/TO'>, apxi7ro{µ'f/112, {3wvv1, 
ywaiKEtos1, lyKoµ{3ov<F0ai ( lyKoATrOV0'0ai), lµTrAOK~, €1/0VO'l'>\ ,tayyeA­
Aew1, ltepevvav1, £7repwr'f/µa1, £TrLKa.Avµµa1, lTr{AoiTro,1, lmµaprvpe'iv1, 
£7r07rTE1JElll2, 1epa.rwµa1, KAf.0,1, KA~poi, Kparai6,1, KTlO'T'f/'>1. µwAw1/J1, 
olvocf,Avy{a, &µocf,pwv, 6TrMte<F0ai2, TraTp07rapa.OoTO'>, 7rep{0e<Fi.2, TrOT0,1, 
7rpo0vµw,1, 7rpoµaprvpe<F0ai, 7rT6'f/O'l'>1, (JVTr0,1, 0'0E11ov11, <T7ropa.1, O'VfJ,TrU-
01.1, O'VfJ,Trpe<F/3VTf;pos, <FVIIEKAEKr6s, O'VIIOLKELV1, TaTreiv6cf,pwv1, reAdws1, 
vTroypa/1-µ6,1, vTroAiµTra.vnv, cf,iAa.OEAcpos1, cf,iA6cf,pwv (v.l. in iii. 8), 
~pVE<F0ai1• 

They number in all sixty-two. Words marked (1) are found in 
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the Septuagint. Words marked (2) are found in one of the other 
Greek versions of the Old Testament. 

'Avayevv-1)0e{, occurs only as a doubtful variant for 7rapayev'l)0e{, 
in the preface to Sirach. Some MSS. appear to have read this word 
in John iii. 3, 5, but here it is possibly borrowed from St. Peter. 

What observations are necessary on these words will be found 
in the Notes. Here we may remark that the language and the 
thoughts of the author are deeply tinged by the influence of the 
Greek Old Testament. He appears to have had a special predilec­
tion for Maccabees, with which he has many words in common 
(rnrn/30A~, 8ta(T7rOpa, aplavTo,, 86[ai, avaU"Tpocp~, 7ropoL1da, tEpa.TEVJJ-a, 
7rEpd.xw, &.peTai, iJ7roypaJJ-JJ-6,, 7rT6'1)U"t,, &.7roVEJJ-ELV, U"VJJ,7ra.0~,, [evilew, 
KTiU"T'I)'>, &.8e>..cp6T'YJ,), and for Wisdom (acp0apTO,, UJJ,{avTO,, UJJ-d.paVTo,). 
His vocabulary is marked by a certain dignity and elevation. It 
shows no trace of the Atticist affectation which was common in the 
second century, but is such as might have been employed by a well­
read Jew of good social standing in the first. 

The Hebraisms which occur are neither many nor harsh. We 
find £A7r{lELv £'Tri (i. 13); TEKVa iJ7raKo~<; (i. 14); TO.<; OU"cpva<; T~<; 
Biavoia, (i. 13); a7rpOU"W7rOA~7rTWS (i. 17); P~/1-a Kvp{ov (i. 25); Aaos 
el, 7rept7ro{'YJU"Lv (ii. 9); U"Kwo, (iii. 7); 7ropeveU"0ai lv (iv. 3), and so on; 
but there is nothing to suggest that the writer habitually spoke or 
thought in Hebrew, or that he was translating from a Hebrew original. 
There are no Latinisms. 

What may be called the new Christian vocabulary appears, of 
course. We find Xpurnav6., {3a7rTLU-JJ-O, aya7rav, 7r{(TTLS, evayye>..{lELv, 
&.>..~0ELa, £KAEKT6,, [v>..ov, 7rp6yvwU"t,, aytaU"JJ,6,, 7rElpaU"JJ-6,, 7rV€VJJ,a, 
7rpeU"/3vupos, ra7reiv6,, KA~poi, and other words might be added. 
But we do not meet with v6p,os, £7rLU"K07ro,, 8iaKovo,, eKKA'YJU"{a. 
There is no mention of the Christian Prophet, or of Widows or 
Orphans. Nor do we find any of those words which belong especi­
ally to the circle of St. Paul's ideas (BiKawvv and its family: aKpo­
/3vU"T{a, 7rEplTOJJ,~: EAAoye'i.'v: avaKecpaAawvU"0aL: vfo0mla: 7rA~pWJJ-a: 
JJ,VU"T~plOV ; appo{3wv : 7rapa7rTWJJ,a, 7rapa/3aU"LS, 7rapa/3aT"7<; : 7rp60EU"l<;, 
7rpoop{lnv: KavxaU"0at: KaTapye'i.'v: (TTOVp6s, (]"Tavpovv : JJ-Opcp~: lvJJ-'Y/ : 
ypafJ-p,a, and so forth). 

What grammarians note as vulgarisms or colloquialisms of later 
Greek .are present, but not in any striking degree. There are a few 
words of late coinage, like Ka0w,, v7rOALJJ-7raveiv. The terminations 
-p,a and -JJ,o, are confused; thus we have koypap,JJ-6, for iJ7r6-
ypaJJ-JJ-a, and some words, e.g. 7rpop,apTvpeU"0ai, OoKiJJ-wv, seem to 
be incorrectly used. But, generally speaking, the orthography 
and grammar are not bad. In some points, indeed, there is 
remarkable correctness in the writer's use. 

Thus the particle JJ-EV occurs six times, and is always followed 
by U. But two of these instances (ii. 14, iv. 14) are dubious. 
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The article is employed in more classical style than by any other 
writer of the New Testament. Take, for instance, the quite 
Thucydidean clause in iii. 3, o ltw0£v ;.µ:1rA0Kij, Tpixwv Kal 1r£pi0l<r£w, 
xpv<rtwv ~ lvOV<r£wt; iµaT{wv K6<rµ.o,, and eight times he uses the nice 
arrangement exemplified in the phrase Tov ~, 1rapoiK{a, ilµ,wv xp6vov 
(i. 17, iii. 1, 3, 20, iv. 14, v. 1 bis, 4). In iv. 3 he has To (3ovAYJµa 
Twv Wvwv, the collocation which in the rest of the New Testament is 
almost universal. 

Still more striking is the refined accuracy of his use of w, in 
i. 19, w, &µ,vov &µ,wµov Kal d<r1rO,ov Xpl<TTOV: ii. 16, µ,~ w, £7rlKd.Avµ,µ,a 
lxoVT€S ~> KaK{at; T~V f.A€V0£ptav : iii. 7, Wt; ci<T0€V£<TT€P'J! <TK€V€l T<p yvvai­
Kd'J!, In the first passage Xpl<TTOV w, &µ,vov &µ,wµ,ov Kat 6-<r1r{>..ov would 
be Greek, but the masters of style prefer the arrangement followed 
by Peter; for instance, Plato, Laws, 905 B, wt; lv KaT61rTpoi,; avTWv 
rat, 1rpat€<TlV, compare Diognetus, vi. 6, KaT€XOVTal wt; f.V cppovpi, T4i 
Ko<rµ,ce: Josephus, Ant. xviii. 9. 5, w, i11ro KpdTTovo,; KaKov ~, 
lm0vµ,{a,; viKwµ,lvov. This subtlety was a stumbling-block in later 
Greek (see Cobet, Variae Lectiones, pp. 163, 532). I find no other 
instance of this nicety in the New Testament except in Hebrews, 
xii. 7, w, vio'i:, ilµ,1,v 1rpocrcplp£Tai o ®£6,. Peter himself follows the 
other, to us more natural, order in ii. 12, Kara>..a>..ov<rw ilµ,wv w, 
KaKO'lrOlWV, 

On the other hand, Peter constantly omits the article altogether, 
especially in the case of a noun used with another noun in the 
attributive genitive,-lv ayw<rµ,cp ITv£vµ,aTO,, d, pavn<rµ,ov aZµ,aTo,, 
i. 2; Si' &va<TTU<T€WS 'IYJ<TOV XpL<TTOV, i. 3; £V &1roKaAvtfm 'IYJ<TOV Xpl<TTOV, 
i. 7 ; <TWTYJp{av ifroxwv, i. 9; £V ~µ,lp,z, f.7rl<TK07rij,, ii. I 2,-but also with 
single nouns, 1rV£vµ,a aywv, i. 12; ®£6,, passim; iv Kaip4i E<TXUT'J!, 
i. 5 ; ypacp~, ii. 6 ; yvvatK£,, iii. I ; a..yy£Aoi, i. I 2 ; V€Kpwv, i. 3 ; 
{wvTa', Kal V€Kpo~,, iv. 5; 7rOLKlAYJ',; xapiTo,, iv. 10; >..6-yw, iv. I I; 

1rp£<r/3vrlpov,, v. 1. Some of these may be instances of that dropping 
of the article before familiar words or in current phrases which is 
common in all Greek writers; in some again there may be a doubt 
whether the absence of the article does not give the noun a qualita­
tive force, whether, for instance, a..yy£Aot, in i. 12, means "the 
angels," or "even angels," "such wonderful beings as angels." 
But there are cases where no reason can be found, and where the 
attempt to find one only leads to mistranslation. 

As elsewhere in the New Testament, µ,~ is used with the 
participle where classic usage would exact ov; see i. 8, iv. 4; but 
we have ovK 136vn,, i. 8. 

It is doubtful whether any distinction is made between the 
present and the aorist imperative in ii. 17. 

"Iva is followed once by the fut. ind. (iii. 1) ; elsewhere invariably 
by the subjunctive, whatever the tense of the principal verb. 

Very few connecting particles are em played. ~ Apa, y£, E1r£[, 
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bmS~, n, S~, ,rov, 1rws, do not occur. Nor is a.v to be found in the 
Epistle. This fact alone is sufficient to show that the writer was 
not a Greek. 

The writer of the Epistle was probably unable to produce such 
work as we see in the highly finished preface to St. Luke's Gospel. 
Nevertheless he was quite awake to the difference between good 
Gr(;ek and bad, and used the language with freedom and a not 
inconsiderable degree of correctness. It follows almost necessarily 
that St. Peter cannot have written the Epistle himself. The 
apostle could not speak even his own native tongue, with refined 
precision, but was easily recognised by dialect or accent as a 
Galilaean (Matt. xxvi. 7 3; Mark xiv. 70; Luke xxii. 59). He 
struck his own countrymen as an unlearned and ignorant man 
(Acts iv. r 3), and it is not probable that he ever acquired an easy 
mastery of Greek, for primitive tradition represents him as making 
use of Mark as interpreter (Papias in Eus. H. E. iii. 39. 15; 
Irenaeus, iii. r. 1; ro. 6). Basilides the Gnostic pretended to have 
learned some part of his doctrine from Glaucias, "the interpreter of 
Peter" (Clem. Al. Strom. vii. 17. 106); and though this is fiction, it 
testifies to the prevalent belief of the early Church that St. Peter 
shrank from the effort of literary composition in Greek. On the 
other hand, the Epistle shows no trace of translation, and we may 
dismiss with confidence Jerome's view (Epist. ad Hedib. 150) that 
it was originally written in Aramaic. 

It is highly probable that the Ep,istle as it stands is the work of 
an "interpreter," and this was the general view held by scholars of 
the last generation (Semler, Eichhorn, Ewald, W. Grimm, Renan, 
Weisse; in recent times Ki.ihl). Opinions differ as to who the 
interpreter was. Many have fixed upon St. Mark, guided by the 
old tradition which makes him the JpµYJv£v, of Peter. But the 
evangelist was probably not the only friend who helped the apostle 
in literary composition, and the style of the Epistle is very unlike 
that of the second Gospel. It is more probable that the interpreter 
was Silvanus; indeed this may very well be the meaning of the 
words Sia };i.\ovavov vµ'tv lypatf!a (v. l 2 ). Ki.ihl insists that Sul can 
only denote the bearer, not the draughtsman of the Epistle. But 
he is certainly mistaken in thus limiting the sense of the pre­
position. Dionysius of Corinth (in Eus. H. E. iv. 23. II) speaks of 
the Epistle of Clement as ~µ'iv Sia K.\~µ£vro, ypacf,£'ia-av, meaning 
clearly that Clement was the mouthpiece or interpreter of the 
Church of Rome. It is quite possible that St. Peter's phrase is to 
be understood in the same way. At the same time, Silvanus might 
be, and probably was, the bearer as well as the draughtsman of the 
Epistle. 

Neither is it certain what was the precise function of the 
"interpreter." He would be more than an amanuensis (i1roypacf,£v,, 



6 INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER 

rnxvyp&.cpos), such as was employed by St. Pa,ul, Origen, and indeed 
most ancient writers; but how much more we cannot say. We 
might suppose that the apostle dictated in Aramaic, and that 
Silvanus expressed the substance in his own Greek. In this sense 
King Oswald served Aidan as interpres uerbi caelestis (Bede, H. E. 
iii. 3; see Mr. Plummer's note). Or the apostle may have dictated 
in Greek-St. Peter must have been able to speak the language in 
some degree-and the interpreter may have altered and corrected 
his expressions more or less, as was necessary. Thus Josephus 
(contra Apion. i. 9) availed himself of the assistance of Greek 
scholars to polish and correct the style of his writings. There is 
yet a third possibility, that the interpreter received only general 
instructions, and was allowed a free hand as to the manner in 
which they should be carried out, subject to the revision and 
approval of the author. This seems to have been the position of 
Clement of Rome. But Clement, though the servant of the Church, 
was yet its leading member, and we can hardly suppose that the 
liberty allowed to St. Peter's assistant would be so wide as this. 

If an interpreter, in any of these senses, was employed, it 
follows that the actual words of the Epistle are not altogether those 
of the apostle himself; and this consequence must be borne in 
mind when we come, as we shall come later on, to discuss the 
relation of I Peter to other documents in the New Testament. 
But there is nothing to prevent us from supposing that the points 
handled, the manner in which they are developed, the general tone 
of thought, are those of St. Peter himself. There are certain 
striking characteristics which undoubtedly are the property of the 
author: the constant allusions to the Old Testament; the strong 
sense of an unbroken continuity between the Law, the Prophets, 
and the Gospel ; the absence of anything that can be called specula­
tion; the fatherly pastoral temper, and constant preference of the 
concrete to the abstract; the imagination which, though never lofty 
or soaring, is yet tender and picturesque; and, lastly, the connexion 
of ideas, which is conversational, like that of a good old man 
talking to his children. There is no definite plan or logical 
evolution of a train of thought. One idea haunts the whole 
Epistle; to the author, as to the patriarch Jacob, life is a pilgrim­
age : it is essentially an old man's view. Out of this central 
sentiment (which differs from that of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
inasmuch as there the pilgrimage is that of the world, here that of 
the individual soul) spring the sister thoughts of suffering, patience, 
humility. These constantly return, each time with some new 
application; the apostle travels round and round his beloved spot, 
and at each recurring halt some fresh feature in the view presents 
itself. Even the words repeat themselves, always in a different 
connexion ; the repeated word appears to suggest the thought 
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which follows (see a list of instances in the Prolegomena to 2 Peter, 
§ 4). This habit of verbal iteration deserves more notice than may 
at first sight appear, because it meets us again in 2 Peter, and is a 
point of some importance in the discussion of the authenticity of 
the later Epistle. 

§ 3. TESTIMONIA VETERUM. 

Eusebius (H. E. iii. 2 5. 2) places the First Epistle of Peter 
among the 'Oµo'A.oyovµeya, or books which were accepted by the 
whole Church without any feeling of doubt. There is no book in 
the New Testament which has earlier, better, or stronger attestation, 
though Irenaeus is the first to quote it by name. 

The Second Epistle of St. Peter. 

"The earliest attestation to Peter's First Epistle is that given in 
the Second (iii. 1) ; for those who deny this Second Epistle to be 
the work of Peter acknowledge that it is a very early document" 
(Salmon, Introd. pp. 457, 458). This reference in 2 Peter would 
prove not only that 1 Peter existed, but that it bore the name of 
Peter. But it should be observed that Spitta, Zahn, and others 
consider that 2 Pet. iii. 1 refers not to I Peter, but to a lost Epistle, 
and that 2 Peter is the older of the two. 

The Epistle of St. James. 

This also may be cited as an attesting witness; see next section. 

Barnabas. 

The date of the Epistle of Barnabas is 70-79, Lightfoot; 
80-130, probably towards the end of this period, Harnack, Chrono­
logie, p. 42 7. 

Barn. i. 5, tw~. EA'lr{,, rlpx~ KUt T(AO', 7r{(J'T£W,, cf. 1 Pet. i. 9, 
KOJl,t(oµevot TO T(AO<, ~. 7r{(J'T£W<, Vfl-WY. 

Barn. iv. I 2, ;, Kvpw, d7rpO<J"W7rOA1fl-7rTW', KptYEt TOY KO<J'Jl,OY' 
€KU(J'T0', Ka0w, E'lrO{-Y]<J'EY KOJl,LEtTat, cf. I Pet. i. 17, Kat £i 7raTl.pa 
£1rtKaA£t<J"0£ TOY a7rpO<l"W7roA17rTW', Kp{yona KUTO. TO €KO.<J'TOV lpyoy. 

Barn. v. 1, /ya TV acf,l.<J"Et TWY aµapnwY ayYt<J"0wµ£Y, ;; E<J'TtY EY T'(' 
a,µan TOV pan{<J"µaTO', avrnv, cf. I Pet. i. 2, EY ayta(J"µij) IlYevµaTO,, 
d, v7raKo~y Kat pani<J"µov aiµaTo, 'l'Y}<J"ov Xpt<l'Tov (but see also Heb. 
xii. 24, where a,µan paYTt<J'f-lDV occurs, though without mention of 
sanctification). 

Barn. v. 6, ot 7rpocp~Tat, a7r' a&ov lxovn, T~V x&.piv, Ei, UVTOY 
E7rpocp~T£V<J'aY, cf. I Pet. i. IT, 7rpocp~Tat .•• lpavvwYTES Et', T£va ~ 
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1rolov KaipOv £81}Aov TD Ev aVTols ITvEVµa Xpi<rToll 1rpoµapTvp6µE11ov Ttl 
· £ls Xpun6v 7ra0~µarn. 

Barn. xvi. 10, 7rvwµaTLK6S va6,, cf. r Pet. ii. 5, olKo, 7rVH'· 

µaTLK6,. 

Clement of Rome. 

About 95, Lightfoot; 93-95, hardly so late as 96 or 97, 
Harnack, Clzrono!ogie, p. 255. 

Bishop Lightfoot gives a list of twelve parallelisms between 
I Peter and Clement; Harnack in his edition numbers twenty. 
The following points may be selected : 

Clement has a considerable number of words from the vocabu­
lary of I Peter :-&ya0o7rOL£tv1, &ya001roda, &ti£Acp6T17,, a.µwµo,1, &vT[­
TV7rov1, &7rpoa-w7roA~µ7rTw,, &pK£T6,1, a.a-mAo,1, 7rapoiK{a1, {i7roypaµp,6,. 
These words, with the exception of those marked (1), and even these 
are rare, are not found in the New Testament except in r Peter. 

The salutation of Clement's Epistle appears to be suggested by 
that of r Peter : xapis {iµ7v Kal £ip~V1J &,7r() 7rUVTOKprfropo, ®rnv Dia 
'I17a-ov Xpia-Tov 7rA170vv0d17. This resemblance is peculiarly important 
in view of Harnack's suggestion that the Address of I Peter is a 
later addition. 

Clem. vii. 4, &nv[a-wµ£v £i, T6 aiµa Tov Xpia-Tov Kat yvwµ£v ws 
(U-TLV T{µiov T<p IlaTpl avTOv, cf. r Pet. i. r 9· 

Clem. ix. 4, Nw£ 7rl<rT6!, £Vp£0£ls Ota T~!, A£LTOvpy[a, UVTOV 7raAiy­
yw£a-lav K6<rp,<p £K1pvt£v, KUl 8da-w<r£V oi' UVTOV O 0£a-7r6T17, Ta €t<r£A06vrn 
l:v oµovo[<!- (wa £is T~v Ki/3wT6v, which is apparently a reminiscence of 
r Pet. iii. 20. 

Clem. xxxvi. 2, £1, T6 0avµaa-T6v avTov cpws (the words 0avp,aa-Tov 
avrov are omitted by Clement of Alexandria in quoting this passage): 
lix. 2, 'I17a-ov Xpta-Tov, tii' Oil €Ka.A£<r£V 'Y]µas &7ro a-K6Tovs £ls cpws, cf. 
1 Pet. ii. 9. 

Clement has also in common with r Peter two quotations. 
Clem. XXX. 2, ®£0!, yap, cp17a-{v, {i7r£p1]<pO.VOlS &nm1.<r<r£Tai, TU1T£lVOLS 

0€ 8£8wa-l xapiv, cf. 1 Pet. v. 5; Jas. iv. 6. Both have ®£os, while 
the LXX. (Prov. iii. 34) has Kvpios. -

Clem. xlix. 5, &ya7r17 KaAV1TT£l 7rA~0os aµapnwv, so r Pet. iv. 8: 
here the LXX. (Prov. x. r 2) has 7ravrns DE Tovs µ~ cpiAovnKovvrns 
KaAv7rT£l cpiAta. 

Testamenta XIJ. Patriarcharum. 
Mr. Sinker thinks that the date of this book is to be placed in 

a period ranging from late in the first century to the revolt of Bar 
Cochba. Professor Harnack ( Chrono!ogie, p. 569 sqq.) distinguishes 
between a Hebrew original and a Christian edition ; the latter, he 
thinks, was known to Origen, and possibly but doubtfully to Irenaeus. 

The book offers certain similarities to 1 Peter which are deserv• 
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ing of notice, the words &:ya001roda, Jo. r 8 ; a-ya001roi£,11, Benj. 5 ; 
/UUCTJJ,6,, Benj. 8 : and certain phrases, Nepht. 4, KaTa TO 1ro.\v UVTOV 
l.\w,, cf. 1 Pet. i. 3 ; Jo. 19, aJJ,vo, d.JLWJJ,o,, cf. r Pet. i. 19; Gad 6, 
aya1raT£ otv a.\.\~.\ov, a1ro Kap8[a,, cf. l Pet. i. 22; Benj. 8, ava-
1rav£Tat £11 a{mj, TO 7rV€VJ1,U TOV ®wv, cf. I Pet. iv. l 4 ; As er 4, OV 0e.\n 
hfl,•pav aya0~v l8£'i:v (from Ps. xxxiii. 13 ?), cf. 1 Pet. iii. JO; and in 
Levi 4 there is mention of the Harrowing of Hell, Tov ~8ov crKv­
A£VOJJ,evov £7r£ T<f mi0n TOV Vlf [CTTOV. 

Hermas. 

The Pastor was probably published about 140, and written at 
various times between r 10 and that date; Harnack, Chronologie, 
pp. 266, 267. 

Vis. iii. 5, the account of the stones in the Tower may have 
been suggested by the .\[0oi (wvn, of r Pet. ii. 5. 

Vis. iv. 3. 4, 6J(T7r€p yap TO XPVCTLOJ/ 8oKtJJ,d.(€-rat Sia TOV 1rvp6,, 
cf. 1 Pet. i. 7. 

Sim. ix. 28. 5, VJJ,El', 8€ oi 1r1:l.crxovT£, l11£K€V TOV ov6µaTO, 8ota(nv 
ocf,£[.\£T€ TOV ®eov, cf. I Pet. iv. 14. 

Mand. viii. 10, in the list of Christian virtues, several Petrine 
words occur close together : cpiMt€1'0',, h(Tvxw,, a0€Acp6T'f/>, aya0o-
7rO[YJCTt', ( = aya001roda). 

Sim. ix. 16. 5. O~TOt oi a,7r()(TTOAot Kal oi 8i8acrKa.\oi oi KYJpvtavns 
TO ovoµa TOV viov TOV ®wv, KOtJJ,YJ0evn, l.v tivvafl,Et KU< 1r[CTT£t TOV viov TOV 
®wv £K~pvtav Ka< TOl', 1rpOK€KOtJJ,YJfLfVOt,, KUl avTOl E8wKav avTOl', T~V 
CTcppay'i:8a Tov KYJpvyJJ,aTos: these words are probably an expansion 
and explanation of 1 Pet. iv. 6 ; just before them comes the Petrine 
word (wo1roiei'v. 

Po!ycarp. 

He died a martyr in 155. Eus. H. E. iv. 14. 9, & ye TOt IT0.\v­
Kap1ro, £V Tfj 8'f/.\w0dCTTl 1rpos cf.>tA;t7r7r'f/CT[ov, UVTOV ypacf,ii cpEpOfLEJ!Tl d, 
8£vpo, KEXP'f/TU[ Tt(Tt µapTvp{ai, 0.7r0 T~', ITfrpov 1rpoTEpa, £7rt(TTOA~ •• 

In Polycarp we find not merely similarities, but actual quotations 
-i. 3 = 1 Pet. i. 8 ; ii. 1 = 1 Pet. i. r 3, 2 r ; ii. 2 = r Pet. iii. 9; v. 3 = 
1 Pet. ii. 11; vii. 2 = r Pet. iv. 7; viii. r = r Pet. ii. 24, 22; x. 2 = 
1 Pet. ii. r 2. Polycarp does not name St. Peter; hence Professor 
Harnack thinks that though he knew the Epistle, he did not know 
it as Peter's. St. Paul is mentioned four times, and twice quoted 
by name, xi. 2, 3; but there is a special reason for this, because St. 
Paul also had written to the Philippians, and Polycarp writes to 
remind them of the fact. Otherwise, though his epistle abounds in 
quotations, it is not his habit to name his authority. On this point 
see Dr. Chase's article on Peter, First Epistle, in Hastings' Dictionary 
of the Bible, vol. iii. pp. 780, 781. 
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Papias. 

He wrote between 130-140 or even later; Lightfoot. 
Eus. H.E. iii. 39· r 7, K£)(P-,JTaL 8' aln-os µaprvp[aLS U.11"0 T~S 'Iwavvoi, 

,rporlpas £1TLU'TOll.~S Kat a,ro ~. Ilfrpov bµo[ws. 

Justin Martyr. 

His death has been placed as late as r63-r65, but Dr. Hort 
(Journal of Pht'lology, iii. 155, On the Date o.f Justin Martyr) sets it 
as early as 148. The later date is more probable. 

Apo!. i. 61 we find the word avay£vvav: Trypho, no, arrm>..os, is 
used as an epithet of Christ; it is so used in the New Testament only 
in I Pet. i. r9; Trypho, 35, 3.µwµos, of Christ (r Pet. i. 19 or Heb. ix. 
r4); Trypho, n4, Tov aKpoywvia{ov >..£0ov, of Christ ( 1 Pet. ii. 6 or 
Isa. xxviii. 16); Trypho, 116, T~S ,rvpw<T(W<;, ~v ,rvpov<TlV ~µas g TE 
8ia/3011.os Kal oi aln-ov V1n]ptTal 11'UVT£<;. The word ,rvpw<TlS in this 
sense is peculiar to r Pet. iv. 12. Ibid., apxiEpanKov Tt> &.>..110iv6v 
ylvos irrµEv -rjµE'is, cf. I Pet. ii. 9 ; Trypho, 1 r 9, -rjµlis 8£. otJ µ611011 
>..a6s, &,,\>..a Kat hos ayi6s l:rrµEv, c£ 1 Pet. ii. 10 (but Justin is here 
referring to Isa. !xii. 12); Trypho, 138, the story of Noah is .corn• 
mented upon in a manner that seems to imply a knowledge of 1 Pet. 
iii. 18-2 1. Noah is a type of Baptism, the eight persons are 
dwelt upon, and we find close together avay£vvav, 8i£rrw011, 8i' 
viJaTOS, 

Justin speaks also of the descent of our Lord into Hell, to preach 
the gospel to the dead ( Trypho, 7 2); but he appeals to an apocryphal 
quotation which he ascribes to Jeremiah. The same quotation is 
used by Irenaeus. 

It is probable, but not certain, that Justin knew I Peter. 

Melito o.f Sardi's. 

His Apology, the latest of his writings, is assigned by ancient 
authorities to the year 169 or 170. 

Apology (Otto, vol. ix. p. 432), "haec cum didiceris, Antonine 
Caesar, et filii quoque tui tecum, trades iis haereditatem aeternam 
quae non perit "; cf. 1 Pet. i. 4. The authenticity of this Apology, 
which exists only in Syriac, has been impugned. Bishop Westcott 
( Canon, p. 222) thinks that "though, if it be entire, it is not the Apology 
with which Eusebius was acquainted, the general character of the 
writing leads to the belief that it is a genuine book of Melito of 
Sardis." But Professor Harnack ( Chrono!ogie, p. 5 2 2 sqq.) main­
tains that the piece is of Syrian origin, and belongs to the beginning 
of the third century. 
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Theophilus of Antioch. 

He died probably 183-185; Lightfoot. 
Ad Auto!. ii. 34, 7m0op.€110t ooyp.a<TLJ/ p.arn{oi, Sia 7rA0.111)> 7raTpa 

7rapa80TOv yvwp.1), &.crvJ/£TOV, cf. l Pet. i. 18. 
Ibid., 6,7r£XE<T0ai 6,7ro ,--i), &.0Ep.[TOV ELOWAOAaTpda,, cf. 1 Pet. iv. 3. 

Letter ef the Churches of Vienna and Lugdunum. 

The date is 177. 
Eus. H. E. v. 2. 5, fra7r£{11ovv fovTOv, ~7ro T~V kpaTaio.v xnpa, 

cf. 1 Pet. v. 6. 
ibid. v. I. 32, we find the Petrine word &.8EAcpoT1J,. 
Ibid. v. 2. 6, iva &.7ro11'11ix0d, o 0~p, oil, 7rpoTEpov <fETo KaTa1!'£1l'w­

K£11a1, twl/Ta', f.t£JJ,€<T'[J, cf. I Pet. v. 8. 

Acts of the Scillitan Martyrs. 

The date is 180. See Texts and Studies, vol. i. No. 2, ed. J. A. 
Robinson, p. 114, "Donata dixit: Honorem Caesari quasi Caesari; 
timorem autem Deo"; cf. 1 Pet. ii. 17, TOV ®Eov cpof3lur0£· TOIi 
/3a<TtA£a Ttp,an'. 

Irenaeus. 

Harvey thinks that he was b.orn in 130. This Father is the 
first to quote I Peter by name; see iv. 9. 2; 16. 5; v. 7. 2. 

Earlier than Irenaeus himself is the Presbyter "qui audierat ab 
his qui apostolos uiderant." From him come the words, iv. 27. 2, 
"et propter hoe Dominum in ea quae sunt sub terra descendisse, 
euangelizantem et illis aduentum suum; remissione peccatorum 
exsistente his qui credunt in eum." Irenaeus appeals to the same 
apocryphal quotation as Justin, ascribing it in one place (iii. 20. 4) 
to Isaiah, in another (iv. 2 2. 1) to Jeremiah. It may be suspected 
that this apocryphon is itself shaped on the words of 1 Pet. iv. 6, 
J/£KpoZ, EV1JYYEA{<T01). 

Tert11llian. 

Born, 150-160; died, 220-240. 

Scorpiace, xii., "Petrus quidem ad Ponticos, Quanta enim, inquit, 
gloria est," etc. ; cf. 1 Pet. ii. 20 sqq. 

Ibid., "et rursus; Dilecti ne epauescatis ustionem," etc. ; cf. 
1 Pet. iv. 1 2 sqq. 

Adu. Judaeos, x., "Christus, qui dolum de ore suo locutus non 
est"; cf. 1 Pet. ii. 2 2. 
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Adu. Marcionem, iv. r 3, "sed et cur Petrum? ... An quia et 
petra et lapis Christus? Siquidem et legimus positum eum in 
lapidem offendiculi et in petram scandali '' ; cf. r Pet. ii. 8. This 
reference Bishop Westcott considers very doubtful. The same 
phrase is found also Rom. ix. 33, but it is used by Tertullian to 
explain the name Peter, and is therefore probably taken from the 
Petrine Epistle. 

De Oratione, xv., "de modestia quidem cultus et ornatus aperta 
praescriptio est etiam Petri, cohibentis eodem ore, quia eodem et 
spiritu quo Paulus, et uestium gloriam et. auri superbiam et crinium 
lenoniam operositatem ; cf. r Pet. iii. 3 ; 1 Tim. ii. 9. 

Bishop Westcott ( Canon, p. 263, note 3) thinks that both the 
Scorpiace and the aduersus Judaeos are "more or less open to sus­
picion." But Jerome mentions the Scorpiacum (ad Vigil. viii.) as a 
work of Tertullian's, and quotes the Ad. Judaeos ( Com. in Dan. ix. 
24; v. 691, Vall.). See Geschichte der altchristlichen Litteratur, 
p. 68r. 

Epistula ad Diognetum. 

Harnack thinks that for the present the Epistle must be assigned 
to the end of the second or beginning of the third century ( Chrono­
logi'e, p. 515). 

Ad Diogn. ix., Tall UKawv V7rEp TWII &3£Kwv, cf. 1 Pet. iii. r 8. 
Ibid., TUS ap,aprlas KaAvfai, cf. 1 Pet. iv. 8 (?). 

Clement of Alexandria. 

Died about 213, probably. 
Clement quotes very freely from every chapter of the Epistle ; 

it is needless to set out the references. He commented on 1 Peter 
in his Hypotyposes, and a Latin version or abstract of the Com­
mentary is extant. See the text in Zahn's Forschungen, iii. p. 79 sqq., 
and Zahn's remarks, p. 133 sqq, 

The First Epistle of Peter was known to several of the Gnostic 
writers. 

Basilzdes. 

Zahn (Kanongesclz. i. p. 763) dates his commentary on the Gospels 
120-125; Professor Harnack, soon after 133 (Chronologie, p. 291); 
Basilides professed to be a pupil of Glaucias, "the interpreter of 
Peter" (Clem. Alex. Strom. vii. 17. ro6). 

Clem. Strom. iv. 12. 81, iva ,,,~ KQT<iBlKOl £7rt KQK0/8 op,o"Aoyovp,/.vois 
1ra0W<n, p,YJBE Aoi8opovp,£110l W!, 0 p,oixos ~ 0 <pOll(VS, aAX bTl Xpurnavo'i 
1rnpvKor£s, cf. 1 Pet. iv. 1 5, r 6. 
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The Valentinians. 

Clem. Excerpta ex Theod. 12, Ei, & t,n0vµovaw oi lf.yyeAoi 1rapa• 
Kvtf!ai, o Ilfrpo, <f,ricr{v (the same passage is quoted again in 86), 
cf. 1 Pet. i. 1 2. 

Ibid. 12, KaTa TOV U7!'0CTTOAOV Tljl,l'-',! Kat aµ6Jµ'-',! Kat aCT7!'lA'-',! aZµan 
£AVTp6J0riµev, cf. 1 Pet. i. I 8, I 9. 

Ibid. 41, Si6n 1rpo Karn/30A~S K6crµ.ov £1KOTCJl<; At"(£Ta£ ~ £KKA'fJCTla 
i.KAEAtx0ai, cf. I Pet. i. 20 (?). 

The Marcosians. 

Irenaeus, i. 18. 3, Kat T~V T~S Kl/3WTOV s~ oiKovoµ{av £V T<f KaTa­
KAVCTJJ,<f, lv 'U OKTti> a.v0pw1roi Si£cr6J0ricrav <f,avep6Jrnn1. <f,acri T~V crwT~pwv 

. oySoaSa µ.rivv£w. Bishop Westcott thinks that these words have a 
· marked similarity to I Pet. iii. 20. The correspondence becomes 
more striking if we compare Justin, Trypho, 138 (referred to above), 
and if we add 

Marcion. 

Theod. Haer. Fab. i. 24 (cf. Irenaeus, i. 27. 3), o~To, Tov µev 
Kaiv Kat TOV', '2.oS,oµfras Kat TOVS Svcrcr£/3e'is a1ravTa<; CTWT'YJp[as (<p'Y}CTEV 
a7!'0AEAaVKtvai 1rpoCTM'YJAV0orn<; £V T<f 4Sv T<f crw~p, XptCTT<f Kat £i, T~V 
f3acr{Aeiav avaA'YJ<p~va,. Marcion goes on to say that Abel, Enoch, 
Noah, the Patriarchs, prophets, and just were not saved, because 
they refused to come to Christ. Marcion did not accept, and is 
here giving one of the reasons why he did not accept, 1 Peter. Just 
Noah was not saved, because our Lord said, "I came not to call 
the just." 

The First Epistle of Peter is found in the Syriac Peshito, and in 
the Egyptian, Aethiopic, Armenian, and Arabic versions. See West­
cott and Hort, Introduction, p. 84 sqq.; Gregory, Prolegomena, 
pp. 814-929. 

There is, however, an ancient Syriac tradition represented by the 
Doctrine of Addai and the Homilies of Aphraates, which ignores the 
Catholic Epistles altogether; see Dr. Sanday's article in Studia 
Biblica, vol. iii. p. 245 sqq. 

It existed also in the Vetus Latina, though only fragments are 
now extant, 1 Pet. i. r-12 in s (Gregory, p. 966); 1 Pet. i. 8-19, 
ii. 20-iii. 7, iv. 10 to end in q (Gregory, pp. 967,968). But Westcott 
and Hort (p. 83) consider that q exhibits "a later (? Italian) text," 
and that "the palimpsest fragments of I Peter accompanying s of 
the Acts are :J.pparently Vulgate only." 

The First Epistle of Peter is found in all the catalogues of the 



14 INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER 

New Testament given by Bishop Westcott in Appendix D of his 
Canon, and also in the Cheltenham List (see Dr. Sanday, Studia 
Biblica, vol. iii. p. 2 1 7 ). No one of these catalogues is older in its 
present shape than the fourth century. 

On the other hand, it is not to be found in the Muratorianum, 
which probably belongs to the end of the second century (see Light­
foot, Clement of Rome, ii. p. 405 sqq.; Westcott, Canon, p. 52 r; 
Geschichte der aitch. Litteratur, p. 646). 

The Muratorianum is mutilated both at the beginning (where 
the notice of Matthew and Mark has perished) and at the end. It 
treats in succession of the Gospels of Luke and John, the J ohannine 
Epistles, Acts, Pauline Epistles, Gnostic forgeries, Jude, two 
Epistles of John, Wisdom, the Apocalypse of John, the Apocalypse of 
Peter, Hermas, other Gnostic and Montanist v60a. In the existing 
text there is no mention of Hebrews, 1 and 2 Peter, James, 3 John. 

There is at least one lacuna in the text. The notice of Acts 
ends with the words sicute et semote passione petri euidenter declarat. 
sed profectione pauli ab urbes ad spaniii projicescenti's. "The passion 
of Peter" may refer to John xxi. 18, 19, or to 2 Pet. i. 14; the 
journey of Paul to Spain is mentioned only in Rom. xv. 24. It is 
clear that some words, we cannot guess how many, have dropped 
out here. 

Again, the three Catholic Epistles are introduced in a very 
peculiar way, in the midst of a list of v60a and &.vr1A£yowva. After 
speaking of Marcionite documents, which are to be rejected, be­
cause "gall must not be mingled with honey," the text proceeds : 
epistola sane iude et superscrictio iohannz's duas i·n catholica habentur. 
The apologetic sane, "it is true that," seems to imply, what we 
gather from the general run of the passage, that the three Epistles 
named here had all been challenged. The Epistles of John had 
already been mentioned immediately after the Gospel, but it is not 
stated there how many they were. Now, if for the corrupt super­
scrictio we take Dr. W estcott's emendation superscripti, " of the 
before-named John," it may very well be the case that the Mura­
torianum is here defending 2 and 3 John and Jude. It is possible, 
however, though less probable, that the right reading is superscriptae; 
and if so, only two J ohannine Epistles are recognised. 

It seems highly improbable that I Peter should have been passed 
over in silence by one who accepted the Apocalypse of Peter. Two 
explanations may be hazarded-( 1) the Petrine Epistle, or indeed 
Epistles, may have been noticed after the Gospel of St. Mark, as 
those of St. John are after the Gospel of St. John ; or ( 2) the 
Catholic Epistles may have been placed after Acts; this is a 
position which they frequently occupy. The words sicute et semote, 
etc., "as also (Scripture?) expressly mentions in separate places, in 
passages which do not come quite where we should expect them, 
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the passion of Peter and Paul's journey to Spain," seem to imply 
that other information about the apostles not to be found in Acts 
has just been given. Such might very well be the connexion of 
James with the Diaspora and of Peter with Asia Minor. The 
author of the Fragment, whoever he was, may have regarded James, 
1 and possibly 2 Peter, r John as undisputed, and have recurred to 
Jude, 2 and 3 John in his list of spurious or doubtful works, 
because he knew that some authorities viewed them with suspicion. 

But conjecture more or·less plausible is all that we can attain to 
on this point. 

Some of the Testimonia adduced in this section may be 
challenged, but the chain as a whole is strong, and the evidence of 
Clement of Rome is very remarkable. 

§ 4. THE RELATION OF THE FIRST EPISTLE .OF PETER 
TO THE REST OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

The facts collected in the foregoing section prove that the First 
Epistle of Peter was regarded as canonical from the time when 
"canonical" first began to have a meaning. They may be held to 
show that the Epistle is older than that of Clement of Rome, 
probably older than that of Barnabas. We now proceed to inquire 
to what books of the New Testament r Peter bears any resem­
blance, and what is the extent and nature of the resemblance; 
whether, in so far as it exists, it is such as may be accounted for by 
the general similarity of all Christian writers, or whether it goes 
beyond this, and can only be explained by actual documentary 
use. We must bear in mind that the actual words of r Peter 
may very probably be the creation not of the apostle, but of his 
interpreter. 

There can be little doubt that St. Peter had read several of 
St. Paul's Epistles. In the Second Epistle (iii. 16) he tells us so; 
and even if the Second Epistle is l'egarded as a forgery, it lies in 
the nature of things that each apostle would desire to know what 
the other was doing, and would take pains to keep himself informed. 
But what we want to ascertain is whether there is anything like 
positive proof that St. Peter had any of the Pauline writings, or 
indeed any book of the New Testament, in his mind as he wrote or 
dictated; whether his words, ideas, beliefs were in any degree 
shaped or given to him by anybody else. 

It should hardly be necessary to guard the reader against the 
presupposition that St. Paul invented either the doctrines or the 
terminology of the Church. In certain directions he modified both. 
But there is no reason why we should not here apply the common­
sense rule, that what is peculiar to a writer belongs to himself, and 
what is not is the property of the society of which he is a member. 
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Only, if we are to use this rule with profit, we must look more 
narrowly into differences between the sacred writers than theologians 
are generally willing to do. 

With what books, then, in the New Testament does St. Peter · 
display an acquaintance in his First Epistle? The extraordinary 
variety of the answers to this question shows the uncertainty of the 
ground. Early in the century Daniel Schulze maintained that the 
Petrine Epistle was little more than a cento of reminiscences of the 
Epistles of St. Paul; and in recent times Holtzmann and Jiilicher 
think it can be proved that our author was acquainted with nearly 
the whole of the New Testament. On the other hand, Rauch, 
J achmann, B. Bruckner regard Peter as wholly independent. Be­
tween these extreme views lie others of a more moderate character. 
Von Soden finds a definite literary connexion between 1 Peter, 
Romans, Galatians, 1 Timothy, and Titus. Bishop Lightfoot 
( Clement, ii. p. 499) judged that "with two Epistles of St. Paul 
more especially the writer shows a familiar acquaintance-the 
Epistle to the Romans and the Epistle to the Ephesians." Dr. 
Hort entertained the same view. Sieffert even maintained the 
amazing proposition that Ephesians and 1 Peter were written by 
the same hand. The elder and younger Weiss, with Kiihl, admit a 
connexion between 1 Peter, Romans, and Ephesians, but assign 
the priority to 1 Peter. 

We will take the Pauline Epistles first and begin with Ephesians. 
The parallelisms most commonly cited are the following : 

Eph. i. 1-3 = 1 Pet. i. 1-3. There is no special similarity in the 
Address. In both there follows a benediction of Hebrew type. 
This appears to have been a common form in the letters of devout 
Jews. See the letter of Suron (Hiram), king of Tyre, given by the 
historian Eupolemus of Alexandria (in Eus. Praep. Euang. ix. 34), 
lovpwv loAop,wvl (3auiAli P,€yaAip xa[p€LV. EvAoy'l]To, o ®€6,, Si TOV 
ovpavov Kal T~V y~v lKTL<T€1'. On the form of the Petrine Address, 
see note. 

Eph. i. 4 = 1 Pet. i. 20, 1rpb Kara/30A~, K6up,ov. The phrase is 
quite common; found in the Synoptists, Hebrews, and the Assump­
tion of Moses. 

Eph. i. 14, d. 6.1roAvrpwuiv 'n]> 7r€pl7rDl~<T€W\,= l Pet. ii. 9, Aa6, 
El, 1r£pmolYJ<TlV (from Ma!. iii. 17 ). 

Eph. i. 14, d, J1raivov T~<; o6(YJ, avrov = 1 Pet. i. 7, €t\, ('1T"UlVOV Kat 
061;av. 

Eph. i. 2 I' Ka, Ka0[ua, EV 0€1;tij. avrov EV TOl\, e1rovpav[oi, V7r€pavw 
mf.uYJ, &px~• Kat l.(ovu[a, Kat ovva.p,Ew, Ka, Kvpi6rYJro, = 1 Pet. iii. 22, 

'IYJ<TOV Xpiurov, 0\, E<TTll' EV 0€1;iij. TOV ®wv, 1ropw0d, El, ovpav6v, V7r0-
raylvrwv avr<ii &yyl.\wv Kal ii;OV<TLWV Kal ovvap,€WV. Here we have a 
remarkable similarity, yet it may be based upon a common formula 
attached to the common doctrine of the Session at the Right Hand. 
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The names of angels are found elsewhere; see note, and add 
Test. XII. Patr., Levi, 3, 0poYot, i[owfoi. 

Eph. ii. 21, 22 = r Pet. ii. 5, the brotherhood form a spiritual 
temple; the same thought is expressed in quite different terms. 

Eph. v. 22-24 = r Pet. iii. r-6. Instructions to Wives. One 
phrase, ai yvYalKE<; TOL<; 1Uot<; a,yOpaaw w<; T0 KVPll.J,! = yvyo,LKE<; V'lrOTa(T<TO­
p.EYat TOt<; 1Uot<; a,yOpaaw, is nearly identical, but the treatment of the 
subject is altogether different. Paul is mystical; the husband is 
the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the Church; Peter is 
very simple and practical. 

Eph. v. 25-33 = r Pet. iii. 7. Instructions to Husbands. Here, 
again, the treatment is wholly different. In Ephesians marriage is 
a type of the union between Christ and the Church. Peter bids 
the husband honour the wife as the weaker vessel, because she is 
fellow-heir of the grace of life. 

Eph. vi. 1-4. Instructions to Children. Not in Peter. 
Eph. vi. 5-9. Instructions to Slaves and Masters= 1 Pet. ii. 

18-2 5. Instructions to Slaves alone. Quite different in detail. 
Similar addresses to the members of families may very well 

have been a commonplace. 
The Epistle to the Ephesians abounds in strong words and 

striking thoughts of which there is no trace in r Peter-e.g. v1o0€trta, 
d.c/mn,, JLV<TT~ptoY, UYUKHpaA.atw<Ta<T0at, appa/3wy, OtKOVOJL{a, 7rA.~pwp.a, 
7rpocf,~-rat ( of Christian prophets), 7rporrrf,opa, T£KYa <pV<TEt opyri,, T£KYa 
cf,wTo,, 7rayo1rA.{a. Some of these mµst have been found in r Peter, 
if the writer was familiar with Ephesians. Not one of the re­
semblances cited above turns upon a phrase of any significance, 
except the Benediction of God; if this is struck off the list, very 
little remains. 

Dr. Hort says that "the connexion (between r Peter and 
Ephesians) though very close does not lie on the surface. It is 
shown more by identities of thought, and similarity in the structure 
of the two Epistles as wholes, than by identities of phrase." But 
others will fail to detect these subtle affinities. Indeed the two 
Epistles may seem to illustrate two wholly different types of mind, 
that of the mystic and that of the simple pastor. 

The majority of critics regard the two Epistles as connected, 
and many believe that Ephesians is the later of the two. Von 
Soden decides that it is possible, but not certain, that the one author 
had seen the work of the other. But a doubt may be expressed 
whether the evidence carries us even so far as this. 

As regards Romans, the passages generally cited are as follows : 
Rom. iv. 24, 8,' ~p.as, oI, µIA.An Aoy{(Err0ai, To'i, mrr-revovrriY ,17r); 

TOY <yeipav-ra 'I'l)<TOVY TOY KvptoY ~P,WY EK YEKpwy = I Pet. i. 2 I, oi' vp.as 
Toti, 8i' avTOV 7rt<TTOV<; Et<; ®€oY TOY iydpaYTa UVTOY EK Y€KpWY. Here the 
specially Pauline word Aoy{(Err0ai is not in Peter; the phrase 

2 
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1rurTovc; d, 0EoY in the latter is unique (see note); the other words 
are probably common property. 

Rom. vi. 7, 0 yap &.1ro0a11<i>J1 iJE8lKa{wTal 0.7!"0 T~c; aµapT[ac; = I P~t.' 
iv. r, o 1ra0<i>11 <TapKl 1rl1ravTai aµapT{ac;. Neither language nor 
meaning is the same. 

Rom. vi. I r, OVTW Kal iJµe,s Aoy{(E<T0E foVTovc; VEKpov, µe11 Eival Tfj 
aµapT{q. (<7wrac; Se T<f 0E!f £JI Xpl<TT<(J 'I17<Tov = I Pet. ii. 24, i11a Tal, 
aµapT{ai, &.1royE11oµE11oi Tfj 8iKalD<Tv1171 (~<Twp.Ell. In Peter ,hoyEv6µEvoi 
does not mean "having died"; Peter again uses 8iKaio<TV1117 in a sense 
which is not that of St. Paul, and aµapTla has in the one passage a 
meaning which it does not possess in the other. 

Rom. viii. 18, ,rpoc; T~J/ µfA.Aoway S6tav 0.1T'OKaAvcf,0~vai d, ~µa,= 
r Pet. v. r, o Kal tj, JJ.EAAOV<T']'> 0.1T'OKaAv7!"TEU0ai S6t17, KOlJ/WV6c;. 

Rom. viii. 34, Xpt<TTO'> 'I17<Tovc; .•• o, £<TTlJ/ £JI BEtiif, TOV @wv = 
I Pet. iii. 22, 'I17<ToV Xpl<TTOV, Oc; E<TTlV CV ilEtiif, TOV @Eov. Probably a 
common form. 

Rom. xii. r, ,rapa<TT~<Tal Ta <Twµara ilpJ1w 0v<T{ay tw<TaY, ay{a11, 
EMpE<TTOV T<f 0E<i_i = r Pet. ii. 5, d, lEpanvµa ayiov, O.VEVE')'Kal 7!"J/WµanKa, 
0v<T{a, Einrpo<T8iKTovc; @E,;;. This is one of the most original passages 
in Peter. 

Rom. xii. 2 = r Pet. i. I 4. Both have <Tl!<TX1JP.aT{(E<T0ai, which is 
not found elsewhere in the New Testament. 

Rom. xii. 3-8 = 1 Pet. iv. ro, 11. Both inculcate the duty of 
diligence in the use of the diverse gifts of grace. The mode in 
which the subject is treated is similar, but there is little resemblance 
in phrase. St. Paul dwells upon the figure of the One Body, and 
mentions prophecy ; both these points are missing in Peter. 

Rom. xii. 9, r o, ~ &.y&.1r17 &.vv1r6KplToc;. 0.1T'O<TTvyovvTE'> TO 1rov17p6v, 
KOAA6Jp.EYOl T'f &.ya04', Tfj cf,iAaiJEAcf,[q. £is a.AA~Aov, cf,iA6<TTopyoi = 
I Pet. i. 22, Ta, if,vxas vµw11 ~yviK6TE, £JI Tfj V1T'aKofj tjc; &.A.170E{a, de; 
cf,iAaiJEAcplav O.J/V1T'OKplTOV £K Kap8tac; a.AA~Aovc; &.ya1r~<TaTE £KTEvwc;. 
There is little resemblance except in the word &.11v1r6KptToc;, which 
is found also in Jas. iii. 17. Little importance can be attached to 
<plAa8EA<p{a, 

Rom. xii. 14-19, EiJAOYElTE Tovc; SiwKOVTa'> ilµac;' EiJADYElT\Kal /J:_~ 
KaTapa<T0E ••• TO avTo El, O.AA~Aovc; cf,povoVJ/TE, ••• µ17iJEJ1l KaKOV 
avTl KaKov a.1ro8i86J1TE<; .•• dp1711EvovTEc; = r Pet. iii. 8-12, 0µ6cf,po11Ec; 
• • • µ~ &.1ro8i86vTE<; KaKOY a.J/Tl KaKov, ~ Aoi8op{av avTt Aoi8oplac;, 
TovvavT{ov 8e EVAO')'OVJ/TEC, ••• t1JT1]<TUTW dp~v17v KaL 8iwt&.Tw aiJT~V. 
In Peter "seek peace, and ensue it," is quoted from a Psalm; but 
there is a strong resemblance between the two passages. 

Rom. xiii. 1-4= 1 Pet. ii. 13-15. Duty of Obedience to 
Magistrates. Here there is a considerable similarity, not so much in 
expression as in the general idea. Like the sections on the Family 
Duties in Ephesians, the passage may be a recognised commonplace. 

There remains for consideration the remarkable similarity 
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between Rom. ix. 33 and r Pet. ii. 6, 7. Here we find a peculiar 
combination of quotations from the Old Testament which can hardly 
have been made independently by two different writers. For the sake 
of clearness the text may be broken up into its component clauses. 

Rom. ix. 33, Ka0w, ylypa1rrn1. 
(i.) loov r{0riµi iv liwv, Isa. xxviii. 16a. 
(ii.) )\.{0ov 1rpocrKoµµaro, Kat 1rfrpav crKavM.\ov, Isa. viii. 14. 
(iii.) KUt O 7!'!CJ'T€1JWV e1r' avrce ov Karn1crxvv0~cr£rnt, Isa. xxviii. I 6b. 
1 Pet. ii. 6, 7, OtOTt 7r£pilxn EV ypacpfi. 
(i. iii.) loov r{0riµi EV l1wv )\.{0ov 0.Kpoywvw'iov, EKA£KTov, lvnµov· 

Kat o 7rlCJ'T€VWV e1r' avrce ov /LT/ Karaicrxvv0fi, Isa. xxviii. 16a b. 
vµ,v oilv 'YJ TtfJ,TJ ro,, 7!'l(J'T€VOVCJ'lV' 0.7!'LCJ'TOVCJ'l 0£ 
(iv.) )\_{Bo, Sv 0.7!'£0oK{µacrav oi OLKOOoµovvn,, OilTOS ey£v~0ri de; 

K£cpa.\11v ywv{ac;, Ps. cxvii. ( cxviii.) 2 2. 

(ii.) Kal )\_{0o, 1rpocrKoµµaroc; KUl 7r€Tpa CJ'KavOaAov, Isa. viii. 14. 
In (i.) there is a remarkable departure from the original. The 

LXX. has loov eyw eµf]aUw d, Ta 0£µ£Ata liwv, which is a fair trans­
lation of the Hebrew (Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, R.V.). 
In both writers this has been altered, in Peter we might suppose 
because the )\.{0o, O.Kpoywvwfo, is regarded as the " head of the 
corner," in Romans because the stone is immediately spoken of as 
M0o, 1rpocrKoµµ,arnc;, a loose stone which could not be a foundation. 

In (ii.), again, both writers abandon the text of the LXX., which 
has KUt ovx w, )\.{0ov 1rpocrKoµµan crvvavr~cr£cr0£, OV0£ we; 7r€Tpac; 
1rrwµan. " The LXX. translators shrank from the plain sense, and 
boldly substituted a loose paraphrase containing a negative which 
inverts Isaiah's drift" (Hort). Theodotion and Symmachus have 
de; )\.{0ov 1rpocrKoµµ,aro, Kal £LS 7r€Tpav 7!'Twµaroc; : Aquila, de; .\.{0ov 
1rpocrK6µ,µ,arnc; Kat d, crr£p£ov crKavM.\.ov (Field, Hexapla ). Both 
St. Peter and St. Paul here represent the Hebrew original, but it is 
not necessary to suppose that either invented the phrase M0o, 1rpocr­
Koµµaroc; Kat 1rfrpa crKavM.\ov. Von Soden thinks it probable that 
both writers used a Greek Bible, the text of which differed from 
that of the LXX (see Swete, Introd. to 0. T. in Greek, pp. 47, 
4o3). 

But how are we to explain the peculiar combination of passages 
which, as most critics have felt, can hardly be independent? Kiihl 
argues positively that St. Paul has borrowed from St. Peter, because 
( 1) the words 1ru:Tnvwv K.T.A. belong to the "chief corner stone elect 
precious" with which they are rightly connected in I Peter, while 
their connexion with .\.{0oc; 1rpocrKoµµ,aro, in Romans is so harsh 
that St. Paul could hardly have written as he does unless he had 
somewhere seen the two passages of Isaiah brought into juxta­
position ; ( 2) the whole run of the passage in 1 Peter is easier 
and more natural. Peter begins (ii. 4) by an allusion to Ps. cxviii. 
and Isa. xxviii., and proceeds in his habitual fashion to develop 
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the allusion by quoting the two passages, and adding to them 
Isa. viii. One word suggests another-i\.{0os lvnµos, ,ruruvwv, 
nµ~, a,riurovvr£s, a,r/60K[µaua11, i\.[0os ,rpouK6µµaros. St. Peter, it 
may be added, elsewhere (Acts iv. 11) makes use of Ps. cxviii., buf 
St. Paul nowhere does so. There is some force in this argument 
of Kiihl's, though Dr. Hort dismisses it as a paradox. Yet the 
facts admit of a different explanation. V olkmar ( die alttestamentl. 
Citate bei Paulus, p. 41) thinks that the early Christians may have 
possessed anthologies of Messianic prophecies, and it is noticeable 
that in Lk. xx. r 7 the quotation from Ps. cxviii. is followed by 
words (,ras o 7r£uwv ;_,r' EK£t11011 rov i\.{0011) which may be, or may 
have been thought to be, an allusion to Isa. viii. 14. It is possible, 
therefore, that St. Peter and St. Paul may both have drawn from a 
common source (see Swete, pp. 394, 397). 

In the case of Romans as in that of Ephesians the resemblances 
to r Peter are quite superficial, attaching only to current common­
places. As Ephesians is the most mystic, so Romans is the most 
scholastic of the Pauline Epistles; but not one of its salient features 
in words, in imagery, in argument reappears in r Peter. If the author 
of the latter Epistle was really familiar with the great Apologia of St. 
Paul, it is most singular that he should never draw any distinction 
between Grace and Works, Spirit and Letter, Law and Promise ; that 
he should omit the figure of the One Body in passages which were, 
as some think, actually before his eyes; that he should never touch 
upon the rejection of Israel, or that he should speak of pre­
destination as he does (ii. 8) without a hint that any difficulty on 
that subject had ever been suggested to him. In truth, the two 
Epistles are as different as they can be, except that they have a few 
not very remarkable phrases, and a couple of obvious practical 
topics in common. It may be argued with some force that this 
peculiar combination of agreement in the commonplace, and dis­
agreement in the remarkable, tends to prove the originality of St. 
Peter. St. Paul might very easily have borrowed any of the phrases 
quoted above. But if St. Peter was the borrower, it is surely a very 
curious fact that he should carefully have avoided every one of that 
large family of words, images, and ideas that St. Paul delights in. 
We can, however, sufficiently explain the phenomena of the case 
by supposing that the draughtsman of r Peter was one who had 
often heard St. Paul preach. Or, again, all the resemblances may 
very well be covered by what we may call the pulpit formula! of 
the time. 

As regards Galatians, Von Soden rests his judgment on Gal. 
iii. 23, iv. 7 = 1 Pet. i. 4 sqq.; Gal. v. 13 = r Pet. ii. 16; Gal. iv. 
24= r Pet. iii. 16. None of these points seems serious. But, 
if a writer calling himself Peter had read Galatians, it is hard to 
believe that he would not have made some distinct allusion to the 
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second chapter of that Epistle. The fact that no such allusion is 
to be found in I Peter may be regarded as a strong indirect 
argument in favour of its authenticity. If the author wrote before 
the publication of Galatians, his silence is natural; but, if he wrote 
after that date, he must have possessed great strength of mind or 
great dignity of position. 

The Epistles to Timothy present little that is germane to our 
present purpose, but the relation between Titus and I Peter 
deserves closer consideration. 

In the Address we find the word "elect" (Tit. i. 1 = 1 Pet. i. 1 ). 

The readers are "a peculiar people" (.\aos ?Tepwvcnos,' Tit. ii. 14 = 
.\aos els ?TEpi?Tot11cnv, 1 Pet. ii. 9), who are saved by the washing of 
regeneration (Aovrplw ?TaAiyyeveaias, Tit. iii. 5 = dvayewiiv, 1 Pet. i. 3 ; 
<rwtn /3a?TTi<rp.,a, 1 Pet. iii. 2 1 ). They are heirs according to hope 
of eternal life (Tit. iii. 7 = 1 Pet. iii. 7, i. 3, 4), and throughout 
this Pastoral Epistle hope is brought to the front as in I Peter and 
Hebrews (i. 2, ii. 13). The readers are redeemed (.\wpov<rOai, 
Tit. ii. 14, here only is the verb used by St. Paul,= 1 Pet. i. 18). 
They are to deny worldly lusts (Tit. ii. r 2 = r Pet. ii. 11 ), and 
emphasis is laid on the necessity of good works (Tit. i. 16, 
iii. r, 8, 14) and sound doctrine (Tit. i. 9, ii. 1). Titus is "mine 
own child," yv~<rwv rlKvov (Tit. i. 4), as Mark is Peter's vi6,. The 
authority of the Elder is rated very high, and Elder is here an 
official title, though Bishop may be used as an alternative designa­
tion (Tit. i. 5, 7). St. Paul stin maintains his own doctrinal 
position (Tit. iii. 5), and is still vexed by those of the circumcision 
(Tit. i. I O ). 

In Titus we also find another edition of the family duties (old 
men and women, wives, young men, servants), and the special 
phrases V?l'OTa<J"<J"6p.,evai TOLS" l8£ois avopa<rw-apxa'i:,, l.[ov<r{ai, V?l'OTct.a­
(J"£<J"0ai : but these commonplaces occur also in Romans and 
Ephesians. 

Upon the whole, the resemblance between Titus and I Peter 
lies not in mere words, as is the case in regard to the other Pauline 
Epistles, but in ideas; and these ideas seem to imply a certain 
change in St. Paul's mental attitude towards discipline and ordi­
nances. But in this St. Paul was drawing perceptibly nearer to a 
type of Church life older and stronger than that depicted in his 
Epistles of the first and second groups-in other words, he was 
approximating to the Petrine view, and the inference that I Peter is 
older than the Pastoral Epistles has much to recommend it. 

The affinity between I Peter and Hebrews is of a more intimate 
kind. Let us take the facts as they are given by Von Soden with 
some slight modification. The two documents employ in common a 
considerable number of words and phrases not found elsewhere in 
the New Testament, or not in the same sense and connexion, e.g. 
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rlVT{rv-rros, 1raprn-[87Jµos, yEvw-Oai, oiKOS ( of the Church), ,\oyo. twv, 
EvAoy[av KAYJpovoµEtv, 1roiµ~v ( of Christ ; but so also in John x. ), 
&vacf,ipEiv ( of sacrifice ; so also J as. ii. 2 1 ). Other resemblances of 
diction are to be found : e.g. the Doxology ( 1 Pet. iv. 11 = Heb. xiii. 
21); the final prayer ( 1 Pet. v. 10 = Heb. xiii. 2 1); Elp~VYJV 8iwwv 
( 1 Pet. iii. r 1 = Heb. xii. 14); the reproach of Christ ( 1 Pet. iv. 
I4 = Heb. xi. 26, xiii. 13); l1r' lax&.rov TWV ~µrpwv or TWV xP6vwv 
( r Pet. i. 20 = Heb. i. 2 ). There is an affinity between the terms 
used of the work of Redemption, aµwµo, of Christ ( 1 Pet. i. 19 = 
Heb. ix. 14); a1rat (1 Pet. iii. 18=Heb. ix. 28); the phrases 
&.vacf,lpnv aµapT{a, (1 Pet. ii. 24=Heb. ix. 28) and pavrnrµ6, (1 Pet. 
i. 2 = Heb. xii. 24). Faith is nearly identified with l,\1r[s, and 
the object of Faith is the invisible ( 1 Pet. i. 8 = Heb. xi. 1 ). It 
is the habit of both writers to clothe their admonitions in Old 
Testament words, to use Old Testament personages as examples, 
and transfer Old Testament predicates to the Christian Church. 
Patience under suffering is enforced by the example of our Lord 
(1 Pet. ii. 21-23, iii. 17, 18=Heb. xii. 1-3). Both Epistles describe 
themselves as short exhortations ( 1 Pet. v. 12 = Heb. xiii. 2 2) ; both 
authors are bracing their readers to endure persecution which is 
impending, and is a sign of the end (1 Pet. iv. 7, 17-19 = Heb. x. 
37). 

Von Soden himself considers that these resemblances are 
sufficiently accounted for by the supposition that the authors 
were contemporaries, and breathed the same spiritual atmosphere. 
The affinities, however, are very close, and the two Epistles may 
be said to belong to the same school of thought, which is neither 
J ohannine nor Pauline; on the great question of the relation of 
the Law to the Gospel they seem to be in complete accord. Their 
resemblances should be borne in mind when we come to compare 
the Petrine and Pauline theologies. 

The points of contact between I Peter and the Apocalypse are 
that Christians are called 8ovAoi ®Eov ( 1 Pet. ii. 16 = Apoc. i. 1 ), and 
priests (1 Pet. ii. 9=Apoc. i. 6, v. 10); that Christ is Shepherd 
(1 Pet. ii. 25, v. 4=Apoc. vii. 17), and Lamb (1 Pet. i. 19, &.µv6,= 
Apoc. v. 6, apvfov ). There is a doxology to Christ ( 1 Pet. iv. 11 = 
Apoc. i. 6); Rome is called Babylon (1 Pet. v. 13 = Apoc. xiv. 8 
and five other passages). There is a certain similarity between 
urlcf,avo, rijs 86tYJs (1 Pet. v. 4) and <ntcf,avo, Tij, twijs (Apoc. ii. 10), 
and the metaphor of gold tried in the fire is employed in both ( 1 Pet. 
i. 7 = Apoc. iii. 18). For our purpose the most important of these 
points is the use of Babylon for Rome. There is a certain affinity 
between the minds of the two authors; the imagination of both is 
concrete not abstract, and it was not without some fitness that an 
Apocalypse was composed in the name of Peter. But there is nothing 
to show that the one book was known to the author of the other. 
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But there can be little doubt that a positive literary connexion 
exists between James and 1 Peter. The student may compare 
especially 1 Pet. i. 1 = J as. i. 1 (the Diaspora); 1 Pet. i. 6, 7 = 
Jas. i. 2, 3 (3oK{µwv); I Pet. i. 23-ii. 2 = Jas. i. 10, II, 18-22; 
1 Pet. v. 5-9 = Jas. iv. 6, 7, 10. The general opinion is that the 
one writer was acquainted with the work of the other; and Von 
Soden agrees with Grimm, Holtzmann, Bruckner, Weiss, U steri, 
that St. James was the borrower. Intrinsic probability is in favour 
of this view. We can sometimes explain St. Peter's phrases by 
showing how he came to form them (see notes on 3oK{µwv and on 
aya1r"YJ KaAV1T'TEL 7rA~0os aµapnwv: this last instance' seems very 
strong), while the corresponding phrase in the Epistle of St. James 
seems to have been picked up ready made. Dr. Hort, however, 
is of opinion that the Epistle of St. James was used by St. Peter ; 
and the same view is held by Dr. Mayor (article on Epistle of James 
in Hastings' Dicfz'onary of the Bible). 

Von Soden thinks that in 1 Peter we cannot fail to observe a 
large number of allusions to the Gospels in some pre-canonical 
shape. This is a point of great importance, for it may be main­
tained that St. Peter stands appreciably nearer to the Synoptical 
Gospels than any other apostolical writer. 

The use of the leading facts in our Lord's history is much the 
same as we find elsewhere. Here we have Father, Son, and Spirit; 
the Passion, Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension; the Second 
Advent; the sacrament of Baptism. A peculiar feature of the 
Epistle is the Preaching of Christ fo Hades, to which we have an 
allusion in Matt. xxvii. 51-53. But besides these, there are a 
number of phrases which may well be regarded as reminiscences 
of the Gospel story. We may take as the general standard of 
reference the Gospel of St. Luke, to which 1 Peter shows upon 
the whole the nearest resemblance-I Pet. i. 10 = Luke x. 24, 25; 
1 Pet. i. 11, 21 = Luke xxiv. 26; 1 Pet. i. 13 = Luke xii. 35; 1 Pet. 
i. 1 7 = Luke xi. 2 ; 1 Pet. i. 23 = Luke viii. I 2 ; 1 Pet. ii. 7 = Luke 
xx. 17, 18; r Pet. iii. 9 = Luke vi. 28; 1 Pet. iv. 10 = Luke xii. 42; 
1 Pet. ii. 12=Matt. v. 16; I Pet. iii. 14=Matt.v.10. We may 
add certain points of resemblance between 1 Peter and the Gospel 
of St. John-I Pet. i. 3=John iii. 3; I Pet. i. 23=John i. 13; 
1 Pet. i. 19=John i. 29; 1 Pet. ii. 25=John x. 11; 1 Pet. v. 2= 
John xxi. 16. Any single one of these allusions may be disputed, 
but much will remain. Von Soden remarks that we do not find in 
1 Peter certain ideas or phrases which are familiar in the Synoptical 
Gospels, especially Kingdom of God and Son of Man. We have 
an allusion to the kingdom in the (3acr{>..eiov 1EpaTwµa of ii. 9, and 
our Lord never appears to have been called Son of Man except by 
St. Stephen. 

Our Epistle has certain words in common with Acts-mzpoiK{a, 
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1rp6yvw<n,, £KTEII~,, £KTE11w,, KaKovv, [E11l{n11 (to astonish), Xpunia116,, 
aya,\Aiav (in Gospels and Apoc.), ayvoia (in Eph.), a0lµirn,, &µ116, 
(in John's Gospel), &,mAEi'11, 8iarrw{Ei11 (in Matt. and Luke), ~yEµwv 
(in Gospels), KaTaKvpmfov (in Matt. and Mark), 1rrpdxn11 (of the 
contents of a document), <TV11Tplxn11 (in Mark), cf,011Ev, (in Matt. and 
Apoc.). 

A few other parallelisms may be noted; we may divide them 
into phrases connected in Acts-(i.) with St. Peter, (ii.) with St. Paul. 

(i.) Petrine. God is no respecter of persons, r Pet. i. 17 = 
Acts x. 34; the soul is purified through faith, r Pet. i. 2 2 = Acts 
xv. 9; Ps. cxviii. quoted, r Pet. ii. 4 = Acts iv. r r ; the Christian 
rejoices in shame, I Pet. iv. 13, 16=Acts v. 41; the qualification 
of an apostle is that he is a "witness," 1 Pet. v. r =Acts i. 8, 22, 

'v. 32, x. 39. (ii.) Pauline. Heathenism is ignorance, r Pet. i. 14 
= Acts xvii. 30; God has called the Christian out of darkness into 
light, r Pet. ii. 9 = Acts xxvi. r 8 ; feed the flock, r Pet. v. 2 = 
Acts xx. 28 (or John xxi. 15). 

The evidence of style, vocabulary, phraseology does not appear 
to afford any conclusive evidence of either the absolute or relative 
date of r Peter. It has been dated after Ephesians, or after 62; 
between Ephesians and Romans, between 62 and 58; or before 
Romans. For each of these opinions plausible grounds may be 
alleged. Such uncertainty attaches from the nature of things to all 
arguments drawn from language or ideas, unless the marks of 
derivation are strong and clear. In the present case, if it be 
granted that there is a connexion, direct or indirect, between 
Romans and r Peter, we cannot cut the knot by the round asser• 
tion that St. Paul could not have borrowed from St. Peter. On 
the contrary, the supposition in itself is probable enough. We 
must therefore look round and consider what other means we have 
at our disposal for fix,ing the relative dates of the documents in 
question. 

§ 5, ON THE ALLUSIONS TO PERSECUTION IN I PETER. 

The date of our Epistle will depend in part on the exact signi­
ficance of those allusions to the sufferings of Christians in which 
it abounds. It will therefore be necessary to survey the history of 
persecution during the period in question; and we cannot well stop 
short of the Rescript of Trajan, for it has been held that the 
language of the Epistle is such as could not have been employed 
till after the issue of the famous directions to Pliny. We may 
take in order the state of things depicted in Acts, in the Epistles, 
in the Apocalypse, and in profane history. After this review, it 
will be possible, perhaps, to attach a definite value to the phrase­
ology of St. Peter. 
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In the Book of Acts the treatment of the rising Church within 
the limits of J udaea proper depends mainly on the attitude of the 
Sanhedrin, though the reign of Herod Agrippa 1. comes in as an 
interlude. Even under Roman rule the Sanhedrin, the Court of 
the Seventy-one, enjoyed very considerable power. Theoretically, 
its authority did not exist outside of the eleven toparchies which 
made up J udaea proper; Galilee and Samaria were exempt from its 
jurisdiction; but wherever a synagogue of Jews was to be found, 
its orders were executed so far as the secular authorities would 
sanction or connive. Within J udaea the Sanhedrin could order 
arrests (Matt. xxvi. 47; Mark xiv. 43; Acts iv. 3, v .. 17, 18), and 
could finally dispose of any case which did not involve the death 
penalty (Acts iv. 5-23, v. 21-40). It could even pronounce sen­
tence of death, though all judgments of this nature were invalid 
until ratified by the procurator (John xviii. 31 ). The procurator 
was not compelled to guide himself by the Jewish law, but he was 
at liberty to take (his course, and often did so. Indeed, in one 
most remarkable case, the Roman governor appears to have had no 
option. If any one, who was not a Jew, intruded into the inner 
court of the temple, he was put to death, and even the privilege 
of Roman citizenship did not save the offender from his doom 
(see Schurer, The Jewish People in the Time of Christ, English 
trans. II. i. 184 sqq.). 

Thus in the Book of Acts we find the Sanhedrin arresting, 
imprisoning, flogging, and menacing the apostles. Shortly after­
wards the rapid increase in the number of the brethren led to the 
stoning of St. Stephen. It is most likely that this bloody deed was 
in excess of jurisdiction; still it was the act of the Sanhedrin; its 
method was in strict accordance with Jewish law; and it shows at 
least what extravagances might be and were tolerated by the Roman 
government. The death of St. Stephen was followed by a short 
reign of terror. Pushed on probably by the fiery energy of Saul, 
the Sanhedrin ordered domiciliary visitation. Many were cast 
into prison, and many fled from Jerusalem. At the same time 
it seems to have been possible for Peter and John to remain 
unharmed in the sacred city. But Saul even went so far as to 
set out for Damascus, armed with a warrant, which he had per­
suaded the high priest to grant, empowering him to arrest 
Christians, man or woman, and bring them away in chains to 
Jerusalem for trial. Such a warrant would, of course, need endorse­
ment, but Saul does not appear to have felt the slightest doubt 
that he would obtain the exequatur of the civil authority. Who 
this was is not quite certain; but Aretas, who within three years 
was so anxious to apprehend Saul himself on the same charge of 
Christianity, was possibly already master of the city. 

That Saul was the prime mover and instigator of this violent 



26 INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER 

measure appears from the fact that from the moment of his con­
version the persecution ceased. Not only in Samaria and Galilee 
but in J udaea, the legitimate sphere of the Sanhedrin's power, the 
Churches had rest and were edified. From this time the anger of 
the Jewish powers seems to have concentrated itself with undying 
animosity on the head of him whom they regarded as the great 
renegade and traitor, and the chief enemy of the sacred law. 
When Saul revisited Jerusalem for the first time after his conversion, 
we read that the Jews "went about to slay him." Some years 
later, Herod Agrippa, perhaps taking occasion of discontent excited 
by the famine in the reign of Claudius, vexed certain of the Church, 
beheaded St. James, and imprisoned St. Peter. Peter was released 
by an angel, and "went into another place,"-fled for refuge, prob­
ably, to some spot outside Herod's jurisdiction. But the king died 
shortly afterwards, the persecution did not outlive him, and as 
far as we can gather from Acts, the Christians in Judaea lived a 
quiet life till Paul, no longer Saul, reappeared upon the scene, after 
the end of his third mission journey. On this occasion, again, the 
fury of the Jews seems to have bent itself entirely against the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, whom they would undoubtedly have killed, 
if they had not been prevented by the Roman government. 

St. Luke, however, tells us little of the condition of the Church 
in Jerusalem from the time when St. Paul began his mission labours. 
There are some words in the First Epistle to the Thessalonians 
which may point to troubles of which we do not read in the Book 
of Acts-" For ye, brethren, became followers of the Churches of 
God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered 
like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the 
Jews" (I ii. r4). There was probably many a scourging and many 
an imprisonment of which we have no record. Even without these 
penalties a people like the Jews, in which the Church is identical 
with the nation, has the power of inflicting, by excommunication 
and social outlawry, sufferings of a very poignant kind. No doubt 
this power was used then, as itis now in India. 

In the countries·which St. Paul traversed as a missionary he was 
far away from the domains of the Sanhedrin, yet even here his 
enemies were able to reach him. They drove him out of Antioch 
and Iconium, and stoned him at Lystra. Even in Europe, at 
Thessalonica, Beroea, and Corinth, they were strong enough to 
occasion dangerous tumults. But in Greece the Jewish law was 
held in scanty reverence. Any disturbance came immediately 
before a Gentile magistrate, whose sole care was for the maintenance 
of order. A high official, like Gallio, would not at this time dream 
of going into points of theology; the only question he would ask 
would be, who began the brawl, and the answer might be anything 
but satisfactory to the ruler of the synagogue. But at Philippi, and 
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again at Ephesus, we catch sight of one ,result of the new faith 
which led instantly to serious trouble, and was fraught with evil 
consequences in the future. Nearly every way in which a man 
gained his living in the Greco-Roman world was connected with 
idolatry, but the law insisted that every man should be allowed to 
gain his living without interference. At Philippi, Paul and Silas 
were flogged and imprisoned for stopping the trade of some men 
who kept a slave-girl to tell fortunes, and it is curious to notice that 
these rogues were the first to formulate the real crime of the Christian 
missiorary. They charged the apostles not with disloyalty to Caesar, 
but with "teaching customs which it is not lawful for us to receive, 
neither to observe, being Romans." They had seen at a glance, 
with the keen eye of a disappointed tradesman, that heathenism 
and Christianity were , two incompatible lives. Later on the same 
cause brought the apostle into collision with the silversmiths of 
Ephesus, who drove a profi.table trade in silver images of Artemis. 
These men also found their receipts falling off, and at once appealed 
to mob-law. We read no more. of these incidents, but it is evident 
that we have here a cause of hostility which would be immediately 
and universally operative. In every town and village where Chris­
tianity struck root the local tradesman would find his custom 
diminished, and his shop placed under what we have learned to 
call a boycott. He would protest against this, and the magistrate 
would be quite ready to help him with a strong hand. 

The references to persecution in the Epistles of St. Paul are in 
the same key as those in the PauHne chapters of the Book of Acts. 
In Thessalonians we read of afflictions, persecutions, and tribulations 
(I i. 6, ii. 2, 14, iii. 3; II i. 4). The apostle is afraid that his novices 
may be "moved" by these trials; but the phrases he employs 
and the tone in which he speaks are such as might be employed of 
the sufferings, for instance, of a Hindu convert in British India. 
In Galatians we find only the words "did ye suffer so much in 
vain?" In Romans we read how Priscilla and Aquila had laid 
down their own necks for the apostle's life; in order to save 
St. Paul they had brought themselves into some real danger of 
death either at Corinth (Acts xviii. r2) or at Ephesus (Acts xix. 23), 
and there is a passing allusion to the sword (Rom. viii. 35), which 
is perhaps not to be interpreted literally. In Corinthians, St. Paul 
appeals repeatedly to his own sufferings as the seal of his commission 
(I iv. 9, xv. 32; II iv. 9, vi. 5, xi. 23). Some of these passages 
show that the narrative of St. Luke gives a very inadequate idea 
of the apostle's persecutions. It may well be that the Jews were 
fiercer against St. Paul than against the other apostles, and that 
he had really more to bear; certainly he claims this distinction 
(II xi. 23); and again his words may be used to show how much 
pain was endured by the early belieYers in silence. But the 
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apostle does not speak as if the Corinthians themselves had much 
to fear. 

In the Epistles of the Captivity and the Pastoral Epistles we 
perceive the same tone. The apostle speaks naturally of his own 
chain and his own fears. He exhorts the Philippians (i. 28-30) 
not only to believe on Christ, but also to suffer for His sake ; but 
the exhortation is not specially pressing or urgent. Even in his 
second captivity he speaks of his own death as imminent (2 Tim. 
iv. 6 ), but gives no indication of any special peril hanging over the 
heads of the brethren. They dared not stand by him at his first 
answer (ibid. 16); but the apostle would hardly have blamed their 
timidity, if Nero's fury against the Church had already declared 
itself. 

So far it would seem as if the ordinary Christian, though he had 
much to bear, was not confronted by any perils, except such as a 
sincere and resolute believer might be expected to overcome. In 
the Epistle to the Hebrews we come upon an entirely different state 
of things. The Epistle comes from a Church where many were in 
bonds, and many were bearing great sufferings (KaKovxovµ£Poi), and 
its language is marked by that stern solemnity which betokens the 
imminence of the supreme moment. The Hebrews are warned 
against apostasy, as a quite possible and yet absolutely unforgivable 
offence, worse than any death (vi. 6, x. 26-39). So far they had 
done well; they had taken joyfully the spoiling of their goods. But a 
worse and more fearful trial was at hand. And at last we come to 
the decisive words: "Ye have not yet resisted unto blood." 

Here we have a new language. The time has arrived when 
Christians saw their property confiscated by process of law, and 
when not apostles only, but everybody must make up his mind 
whether he was or was not ready to shed his blood for the Name's 
sake. The State has drawn the sword. What is the particular 
persecution referred to we cannot say, but it was clearly widely 
spread. It was in full action in the Church from which the letter 
came, and it had begun in the Church to which the letter is 
addressed. It may very well have been the persecution of Nero. 

The Apocalypse was, no doubt, written later. Many had been 
slain for the word of God (vi. 9), one of them, Antipas, at Pergamos, 
(ii. 13). Rome was drunken with the blood of the saints, and with 
the blood of the martyrs of Jesus (xvii. 6, xviii. 24). We need not 
ask whether this language refers to the time of Nero or of Domitian. 
The point is that it is quite different from the language of Acts or of 
the Pauline Epistles. Christian blood had been shed deliberately, 
not by Jews, but by the pagan government. The fact caused an 
indescribable shock of horror, alarm, and execration. After this no 
Christian could speak of tribulation or persecution in the same tone 
as before. 
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What kind of language, then, is used on this subject in the First 
Epistle of St. Peter? 

Christians were spoken against as evil-doers (ii. I 2 ). So they 
were in the time of Nero (Tac. Ann. xv. 44), and so they had been 
by the masters of the Philippian slave-girl. They suffered reproach 
for the name of Christ (iv. 14). So also did the apostles in the 
very first days of the Church (Acts v. 41 ). They were to be ready 
to give an answer to every man that asked a reason of their hope 
(iii. 15), and even to suffer for righteousness' sake (iii. 14; compare 
Matt. v. 10-12 ). Suffering in St. Peter's mind does not by any 
means necessarily extend to death, even when it is ·spoken of in 
immediate connexion with the death of Christ. Thus we read : 
" Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm 
yourselves likewise with the same mind : for he that hath suffered 
in the flesh hath ceased from sin ; that he no longer should live the 
rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of 
God" (iv. r, 2). There is but one passage that seems to go beyond 
these : " Let none of you suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or an evil­
doer, or as a meddler in strange matters (aAA0Tpto£1rLuK01ro,; see 
note on the passage); but if as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; 
but let him glorify God in this name." It is urged that murderers 
were put to death by process of law, and that, therefore, the Chris­
tian who is coupled with them must have been in the same danger. 
But thieves were not put to death, not to speak of "busybodies " 
(or whatever the word so translated may mean). And suffering, as 
has already been pointed out, need· not by any means imply loss of 
life. The passage is, beyond a doubt, ambiguous, to say the least, 
and St. Peter could not have spoken ambiguously, if both himself 
and those whom he addresses were in imminent peril of the death 
sentence. If we recall the language of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
and of the Apocalypse, it seems quite clear that Christian blood 
had not been shed in any formal systematic way by the Roman 
government at the time when St. Peter wrote. 

Professor Ramsay, in his Church in the Roman Empire, maintains 
that not only is State persecution referred to in the Epistle, but that 
this persecution had already entered on a later and more formidable 
stage. He holds that "Nero introduced the principle of punishing 
the Christians " on the ground that " certain acts which all Christians 
were regularly guilty of were worthy of death" (p. 244); in other 
words, that at first Christians were executed for what Pliny calls the 
jlagitia cohaerentia nomini, the crimes and moral offences which 
were popularly believed to be practised in secret by all members of 
the Church. But between 7 5 and So A.D., under the reign of the 
Flavian emperors, a new form of process was adopted. Henceforth 
the Christian was condemned propter nomen ipsum. No charge of 
crime or immorality was brought against him; he was simply asked, 
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"Are you a Christian?" Further, the Christian ,vas placed in the 
same class as the sacrilegi, latrones, p!agiarii, fure,s, who were to be 
hunted out by the Roman governors in pursuance of their standing 
instructions (D1;1;est, i. r8. 13); and in whose case no definite accuser 
was needed. Trajan by his famous Rescript adopted in the main 
the Flavian policy, but ameliorated the position of the Church in 
so far as he forbade the governors to seek out Christians, and 
required procedings against them to be set on foot by an informer 
who should give his name and take responsibility for his action. 
Thus the Rescript "marks the end of the old system of uncom­
promising hostility." In conclusion, Mr. Ramsay thinks that the 
First Epistle of St. Peter was written " soon after V espasian 's 
resumption of the Neronian policy in a more precise and definite 
form," probably about So A.D. (see Church in Roman Empire, 
p. 196 sqq.). 

But this elaborate argument is really baseless. There is no 
evidence whatever that a new form of procedure against Christianity 
was adopted by the Flavians. Mr. Ramsay builds his view almost 
entirely on the words of St. Peter, "If ye be reproached for the 
name of Christ" (iv. 14), which he regards as substantially identical 
with the phrase of Pliny, propter ipsum nomen, "for the name alone," 
and takes as meaning that Christians at this time were punished as 
such, and not as evil-doers. But St. Peter tells us that Christians 
were regarded as evil-doers (ii. 12 ), and he says, "for the name," not 
"for the name alone." It is surely obvious that, whatever the 
pagan might say, the Christian would from the first regard the 
sufferings entailed by his profession as borne "for the name" and 
for no other cause, however the true issue might be disguised by 
the malice or prejudice of his adversaries. Nor, again, can Mr. 
Ramsay be right in maintaining that Pliny followed a mode of pro­
cedure marked out for him by the Flavian cognitiones. Pliny 
expressly says that he did not know anything about the method 
which had been pursued in these cases. He invented a method for 
himself, and the object of his despatch is to obtain from Trajan 
a sanction for what he had done, and a clear direction for his future 
guidance in a matter which had proved much more serious than he 
anticipated. Certain persons had been definitely informed against 
as Christians (dejerebantur). These he simply asked, three times 
over, whether they were Christians, warning them at the same time 
of the consequences of their reply. Those who persisted in their 
faith he ordered for immediate execution (duci iussi), except some 
who were Roman citizens; these he directed to be sent to Rome 
for trial there. Here we have an instance of the regular three 
summonses, disobedience to which constituted the offence of con­
tumacia (Digest, xiii. 1. 53). Pliny possessed the undefined and 
formidable power of coercitio. He simply ordered these unfortunate 
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people to give up their faith, and, on their refusal, dealt with them as 
rebels. Later on, an anonymous accuser posted up or sent to Pliny 
a list of many names of persons who were liable to the same charge. 
These Pliny examined-; clearly he had taken alarm at the magnitude 
of the task before him. Some denied that they were or ever had 
been Christians ; these he ordered to worship the gods and Caesar, 
and especially to "curse Christ," and, on their compliance, dis­
missed. Others asserted that, though they had been Christians, 
they had ceased to be so. When these also had justified themselves 
by the same tests, Pliny proceeded to find out from them, what one 
would think he might have tried to learn at an earliet stage of the 
proceedings, what Christianity really was. They told him that it 
was not a conspiracy but a religion, that it consisted in the worship 
of Christ as God, that there were no jlagitia at all, and that the 
reason why they had left the Church was, that the religious practices 
of Christians conflicted with the law against clubs or guilds 
(hetaeriae). Pliny obtained corroboration of this statement by 
putting to the torture two slave-women, who were possibly deacon­
esses (quae ministrae dicebantur). Upon the whole, he came to the 
conclusion that Christianity was nothing worse than a debased 
and extravagant superstition. And so he turns to the emperor and 
asks whether he had done right; whether he is to punish Christianity 
as such (nomen ipsum), or only wicked and criminal Christians 
(flagitia cohaerentia nomini) ; whether Christianity is a crime like 
murder, for which repentance is no atonement, or a merely religious 
offence, which change of mind wipes out; and, lastly, whether it 
admits of degrees and distinctions, or whether all offenders, man 
and woman, young and old, are to be treated with the same 
severity. 

Trajan replies that Pliny has acted rightly, and proceeds to state 
certain rul€ts for his future guidance. Christianity is not a crime 
like others, and no definite formula can be laid down. Christians 
are not to be hunted out, like notorious malefactors, by the police. 
The contumacious are to be put to death; those who recant may be 
discharged. But anonymous accusations are on no account to be 
received. They are bad in themselves, and the spirit of the age 
condemns them. 

In these last words the emperor administers a severe and well­
merited rebuke to Pliny. But Pliny's despatch throughout is as 
silly and helpless a production as was ever penned. First he puts 
men to death without inquiry, then he inquires, and then he does 
not know what to do. We can gather little from him for our 
present purpose beyond the fact that cognitiones had been held 
upon Christians in Rome, probably not long before and not 
infrequently. 

The precise effect of Trajan's Rescript has been much debated. 
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Some have held that it altered the position of the Christian for the 
better, some for the worse. It may be maintained that it made no 
difference at all. "So far as I can see," says Professor Harnack, 
"Tertullian is the only independent witness for the Rescript in 
ecclesiastical literature." It is not mentioned in the Rescript of 
Hadrian. In the Vienna persecution the proconsul acted without 
any reference to it; "sought out" Christians; listened to charges of 
"Thyestean banquets and Oedipodean incest"; tortured Blandina, 
Sanctus, Biblias, Pothinus, to ascertain the truth of these horrid 
stories, just as Pliny had done; finally, wrote to Rome for instruc­
tions, and received much the same answer as Pliny (Eus. H. E. v. 1. 

r4, r9, 20, 25, 29, 44, 47, 52). It is not clear what was the force 
of a Rescript in the time of Trajan. Gaius, writing under Marcus 
Aurelius, says that it has never been doubted that a Rescript has 
the force of law; yet again he tells us that a letter from the emperor 
had not always a general application (Gaius, i. 2, 5, 73, in Huschke, 
Iurisprudentiae anteiustinianae quae supersunt, pp. r 7 1, r 89-the text 
in the last passage is uncertain). Before the time of Hadrian there 
are very few traces of general rescripts (see the Index Fontium at the 
end of Huschke), and they seem to be unknown to Tacitus. The 
Emperor Macrinus, who was an accomplished lawyer (see his Life in 
Hist. Aug. chap. r3), at one time thought of repealing all the 
rescripts of his predecessors, "saying it was monstrous that the will 
of Commodus and Caracallus and other ignorant men should be 
counted law, when Trajan never answered petitions (cum Traianus 
numqifam libellis responderit)." Macrinus was thinking, perhaps, 
rather of favours or exemptions granted by rescript; but he could 
hardly have said what he did if Trajan's rescripts laid down general 
rules, modified accepted methods of procedure, and formed a new 
law to be followed in all similar cases. 

At any rate it seems clear that Trajan's Rescript was not pub­
lished, or was not included in the directions given to provincial 
governors. It was not known at Vienna; just as another rescript 
referred to by Tertullian (ad Scapu!am, 4), by which Christians were 
ordered to be beheaded, not burnt alive, was not known, or not 
obeyed, in his province. 

Yet Trajan's words clearly dictate a sterner line of conduct than 
Pliny would probably have followed if left to himself. What the 
emperor approves is Pliny's treatment of his first batch of prisoners. 
Pliny had inquired into the flagitia. But Trajan tells him that this 
is mere waste of time; the offence is the nomen ipsum. Gradually, 
as the issues of the struggle between paganism and the Church 
became clearer, this rule prevailed. The Christian was not allowed 
to plead his loyalty or his moral innocence. His mouth was shut, 
and his trial resolved itself into a plain yes or no. Hence the bitter 
complaints of the Apologists that the Christian, unlike all other 
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offenders, was punished for a mere name (Justin, Apo!. i. 4 ; 
Athenagoras, Suppl. 2 ; Tatian, Oratio ad Graecos, z. 7 ; Theo­
philus Antioch. i. 1 ; Tertullian, Apo!. 1 ). The best illustration of 
the justice of these complaints may be found in the Acts of the 
Scillitan Martyrs (the date is A.D. 180; see the text in Texts and 
Studies, edit. J. A. Robinson, p. 112 sqq., Cambridge, 1891 ). 

We have been wandering rather far afield in the latter ·part of 
this discussion. But the reader who will consider the Rescript 
of Trajan, the way in which Tacitus speaks of the Neronian per­
secution (Annals, xv. 44), the language of the Apocalypse and even 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, will feel that the First Epistle of 
St. Peter must come in point of date before them all. At the time 
when it was written Babylon had not yet unmasked all its terrors, 
and the ordinary Christian was not in immediate danger of the 
tunica ardens, or the red-hot iron chair, or the wild beasts, or the 
stake. 

§ 6. DOCTRINE, DISCIPLINE, AND ORGANISATION 
IN I PETER. 

It has been argued in preceding sections that 1 Peter was 
probably not composed by the hand of the apostle himself-that, 
though the ideas of the Epistle are those of St. Peter, the words, to 
a degree which cannot be precisely ascertained, belong to his 
draughtsman-that the resemblances of expression between I Peter 
and the Pauline Epistles turn upon phrases and topics of a 
commonplace kind, do not include any of the favourite words, 
ideas, or metaphors of St. Paul, and generally are not such as to 
prove a literary use of any of the Pauline Epistles by the author 
or composer of 1 Peter, and that the language of I Peter on the 
subject of Christian suffering is such as to lead to the conclusion 
that our Epistle was written before the outbreak of the Neronian 
persecution. We may now turn to another topic, the realisation of 
the Christian idea as it is presented to us in r Peter. The question 
is of some interest as regards the date, but may be called vital as 
regards the authenticity of the Epistle. Does I Peter represent, as 
has been said, "a step in the process by which Pauline ideas passed 
into the consciousness of the Church"? If so, the author may have 
been a very good man, but he was certainly not St. Peter, though 
he decked himself with the apostle's name. This opinion is, how­
ever, widely entertained by scholars of great authority. Professor 
Harnack ( Chronologie, p. 45 2) holds that "the author of I Peter is 
thoroughly imbued with the spirit of Pauline Christianity," and 
many other scholars use terms implying that he was a docile but 
not very intelligent disciple of the one great apostle. Indeed, many 

. go further still, and regard St. Paul as having given such a stamp, 
3 
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such a direction and impulse to Christianity, that he might without 
impropriety be called its founder, It must be of importance to get 
clear ideas upon this point. 

Let us endeavour, then, to see what is the agreement, and what is 
the disagreement, between St. Paul and St. Peter. It will be argued 
in the following pages that in what we may call dogma the two 
apostles are substantially in accord; that in the practical sphere St. 
Peter differs widely from St. Paul, not as one who misunderstands a 
teacher, but as one who looks at things from a different point of 
view. It will be argued also, and this is a point that is usually 
passed over, that, where the two differ, St. Peter stands perceptibly 
nearer to the evangelists and to the Book of Acts. We may 
venture to assume here that Acts is a genuine history, written by 
St. Luke, an educated, intelligent, sincere man, who had personal 
knowledge of much that he relates, and took pains to inform 
himself about the rest. 

It is of the highest importance that we should study the 
differences between the sacred writers. As yet this task has hardly 
been attempted except by Baur and Ritschl with their respective 
followers. Baur was a Hegelian, and the Hegelian theory of 
history, with its perpetual thesis and antithesis, led him to imagine 
that there were great differences in dogma between the Twelve and 
St. Paul. Yet Hegelianism has the great merit of giving to Art, 
Knowledge, and Discipline their true value as means of education. 
Ritschl was a Kantian, and Kantism may be called the philosophy 
of Lutheranism. From the Kantian point of view Art, Knowledge, 
and Discipline have no religious worth, and the one thing necessary 
is Faith. Hence the disciplinary system of I Peter is to be 
regarded as a degradation or misapprehension of the Pauline view 
of freedom. On the other hand, theologians as a rule have refused 
to see any differences at all. One school has interpreted the whole 
of the New Testament in terms of St. Peter, another in terms of 
St. Paul. Since the time of Mr. Maurice there has been a strong 
tendency in England to make St. John the norm. But the duty of 
the critic is neither to separate things which are the same, nor to 
confuse things which are different. Harmonising, as it is wrongly 
called, is the more pressing danger of the two. Out of it flow all 
our mutual excommunications, and by it we impoverish the rich 
variety of the Christian life. 

There are, as is well known, grave practical differences between 
eminent and sincere Christians. Is it absurd to maintain that these 
differences have always existed, that they are to be found in the 
Gospels, that they correspond to the ancient and inevitable distinc­
tion between the Realist and the N ominalist, that they caused as 
much heat in primitive times as in our own, that they brought even 
apostles into sharp antagonisms, that in effect St. Peter was the first 
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great High Churchman, and St. Paul the first great Low Church­
man? At any rate we may look at matters from this point of view, 
and endeavour to ascertain how far it is in agreement with facts. 

That the dogmatic teaching of the two apostles was identical we 
know on indisputable authority, that of St. Paul himself. In the 
Conference at Jerusalem the apostles "added nothing to him," in 
other words they approved his creed, there was no dispute about 
the essential points of the truth of the gospel (Gal. ii. 6). And at 
a moment when St. Paul's feelings were warmly excited, and he was 
the less likely to minimise differences, he based his rebuke of St. 
Peter on the very fact that in theology they occupied common 
ground: "\Ve, who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the 
Gentiles, knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the 
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ" (Gal. ii. 15, 16). Such words 
could not possibly have been uttered and written down, after time 
for reflexion had intervened, if St. Paul had been divided from St. 
Peter by such a gulf as Baur imagined. 

Let us endeavour to see how the matter stands. It will be well 
to begin by considering how far the theology of the Epistle agrees 
with the doctrine of St. Peter, as he is depicted by St. Luke in the 
Book of Acts. The following points call for notice. In Acts (ii. 
22) St. Peter calls the Saviour 'I17crouv Tov Na(wpa'i:ov. In the 
Epistle the name Jesus is not used by itself, and the nickname 
"Nazoraean" has given way to the other nickname "Christian" 
(see note on 1 Pet. iv. 16). In the Epistle we do not find the 
phrase 7ra'i:, ®wv (Acts iii. 13); but the· passage of Isaiah, from which 
the phrase is taken, is constantly before the writer's eyes. Much 
significance has been found in two expressions that are used by St. 
Peter in Acts-av8pa U71'08£8nyµ.lvov U1TO TOV ®£ov (ii. 22 ), and Kvpwv 
avrov Kal XpicrTov o ®£0, l.1ro{17cr£ (ii. 36)-which have been thought to 
involve what was afterwards known as the Adoptianist view. But 
they do not necessarily involve it, and language of precisely the 
same character is found in the Epistle to the Hebrews, the author 
of which was certainly not an Adoptianist (i. z, Sv W17K£ KA17pov6p.,011 
71'0.YTWY, 8i' Oil Kat £1T0{1)<T€ TOVS alwva,: 4, Kp£frTWY y£v6p.,€1'0'> TWV 
ayye'.\wv; iii. z, 'Ir,crovv 71'l<TTOII OYTU Tu;; 71'0L~<TUYTl UVTC>V). The 
relation between the divine and human natures of our Lord is not 
expressed in the New Testament with the precision insisted upon 
by later theology. Even St. John writes that "the Word became 
flesh" (i. 14), and in the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs we 
find phrases that might seem to involve psilanthropism side by side 
with others that might be interpreted as Sabellianism (see Sinker's 
Introduction, p. 91 sqq.). But the broad similarity between the 
Peter of the Acts and the Peter of the Epistle is so strong that it far 
outweighs these verbal differences. In Acts, as in the Epistle, Jesus 
_was crucified by the foreknowledge of God (Acts ii. 23); God hath 
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raised Him up, and now He is exalted at the right hand of God (ii. 
32, 33), to return once more at the restitution of all things and 
judge both quick and dead (x. 42). Even the most striking pecu­
liarity of the Epistle, the Descent into Hell, is implicitly contained 
in the quotation from Ps. xvi. (Acts ii. 25 sqq.), which is not applied 
to our Lord elsewhere in the New Testament. To Christ, again, all 
the prophets give witness (x. 43); He is Lord of all (x. 36), and for 
His Name the disciples suffer shame (v. 41). 

The last two passages are of the greatest importance. In the 
Epistle "the word of the living God" is "the word of the Lord " 
(i. 23, 25), and also the word of the spirit of Christ which spoke in 
the prophets (i. 11 ). Again, the Lord of the Psalmist is Christ 
(ii. 3). Thus the Name of Christ for which the Christian suffers 
reproach (iv. 14), is that same Name of the Lord on which whoso­
ever calleth shall be saved, the only Name given under heaven 
among men whereby they can be saved (Acts ii. 21, iv. 12). It is 
St. Paul's "Name that is above every nar,n.e" (Eph. i. 2 r ; Phil. 
ii. 9), and it is identified in many places with the Divine Name in 
the Old Testament. 

There is, in fact, no theological difference of any moment 
between the Peter of the Epistle and the Peter of Acts, nor, on the 
other hand, between St. Peter and St. Paul. Our Epistle opens with 
the Three Na mes of the Trinity, and assigns to each a distinct 
part in the redemption of mankind. God is the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, as in Eph. i. 3 and in the Gospel of St. 
John xx. 17. He is also our Father (i. 17), as Creator (iv. 19), and 
Regenerator (i. 3). To Him belong foreknowledge and election 
(i. 2), judgment (i. 17), great mercy (i. 3), our calling (v. 10) and 
stablishing because He is the giver of all grace. The Son is Lord 
(i. 3), in such a sense that passages used in the Old Testament of 
Jehovah may without fear be applied to Him (ii. 3). To Him a 
doxology is addressed (iv. 11). He it was that inspired the 
prophets (i. r 1 ). He was the spotless Lamb by whose blood we 
are redeemed (i. 19). He suffered for us, the just for the unjust 
(iii. r8). He was our sin-offering and expiation (ii. 24, iii. 18), and 
is our Pattern (ii. 21 ), Shepherd (ii. 2 5 ), and Overseer. He de­
scended into Hades to preach to the dead (iii. 19, iv. 6), ascended 
into heaven, is on the right hand of God (iii. 2 2 ), and shall come 
again in the Revelation of Glory to bestow the amaranthine crown 
(v. 4). The Spirit is one of the Three (i. 2 ), and a Person, for 
7rV£vµa in our Epistle means a personality (see below), who was 
" sent" from heaven to forward the preaching of the gospel (i. 12 ). 
He sanctifies (i. 2 ), and rests upon the Christian (iv. 14), as the 
Spirit of glory and of God. 

Two points only are peculiar to St. Peter-the preaching in 
Hades, which is probably alluded to in Matt. xxvii. 5 r, 52, and 
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possibly in Eph. iv. 9 ; and the inspiration of prophecy by Christ, 
which may be found without great difficulty in 2 Cor. iii. 7 sqq. 
We can therefore easily understand the appeal made by St. Paul to 
St. Peter at Antioch on the ground of their common belief. The 
creed was the same, though the manner in which it expressed itself 
in conduct might be very different. 

For all tho.se terms that we use in theology may be employed in 
two senses, the Mystic and the Disciplinarian. These two words 
denote not a difference in the thing believed, but a difference in the 
way of believing it. Let us try to make this clear without going too 
far into metaphysics. ' 

A Disciplinarian is one who hears God speaking to him ; a 
Mystic is one who feels the presence of God within. The former 
says, "Christ is my Saviour, Shepherd, Friend, my Judge, my 
Rewarder"; the latter says, "Not I live, but Christ liveth in me." 
The former sedulously distinguishes the human personality from the 
divine; the latter desires to sink his own personality in the divine. 
Hence the leading Disciplinarian ideas are Grace considered as a 
gift, Law, Learning, Continuity, Godly Fear-in all these human 
responsibility is kept steadily in view. But the leading Mystic ideas 
are Grace as an indwelling power, Freedom, the Inner Light, 
Discontinuity (Law and Gospel, Flesh and Spirit, World and God), 
and Love. Nothing is more difficult than to define these two 
tendencies in the abstract, because they run into one another in 
shapes of manifold diversity. Yet it ,is easy in practice to see the 
difference between, for instance, William Laud and George Fox. 
A great part of the difficulty of discrimination arises from the fact 
that many people use mystic language, though they are really and 
truly disciplinarians. . 

Now this is just the difference of which we are sensible in 
reading the Pauline and the Petrine Epistles. Let us compare 
the two theologies from this point of view. 

In r Peter, God though full of mercy (i. 3), and the giver of all 
grace (v. ro), is above all holy (i. 15), and mighty (v. 6); our 
chastening Father, who sends suffering for our good (iv. r 9, v. 
S sqq.) ; the just Judge (i. r 7); and on all these accounts He is to 
be feared with godly fear (i. r 7, ii. r 7 ). St. Peter does not speak 
of loving God, though Christians love Christ with joy unspeakable 
(i. 8). Throughout the Epistle the attitude is one of profound 
awe and reverence. Bishop Butler was a true disciple of St. 
Peter. 

On the other hand, St. Paul's thought tends rather to the love 
of God, to joy in God (Rom. v. 8, viii. 39); and God is not merely 
Judge, Rewarder, Father, but that infinite and eternal Spirit who 
shall one day fill all things, and in whom all things shall find 
Ferfect rest ( r Cor. xv. 28). St. Peter teaches that after this life 
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we shall meet God, and that this must be an awful thought even 
to the righteous (iv. 18). St. Paul rejoices in the expectation of 
knowing even as we are known, and seeing face to face ( 1 Cor. xiii. 
1 2, 13). . It is sufficient briefly to refer to those many passages 
where St. Paul dwells on the unity of the believer with God in 
Christ ( r Cor. vi. 17 ). 

Both these views of the spiritual life have been taken by great 
saints, and both are to be found in the Gospels. What we are to 
observe is that St. Paul's view is the more mystical, and that St. 
Peter's view is the more disciplinarian. It will be remembered 
with what sympathy St. Paul quoted upon the Areopagus the words 
of the Greek mystic-" For in Him we live, and move, an(i have 
our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are 
also His offspring." 

This general difference of intention makes itself felt at every 
point. We may select by way of illustration a few striking instances. 

Take 7r{<rrn;. St. Paul uses this word in more than one shade 
of meaning, and nowhere exactly defines it. Yet we may say that 
to him it signifies much more than loving trust. It is the comfort­
able sense of the Lord's presence in the heart, whereby the believer 
is able to say, "Yet I live; and yet no longer I, but Christ liveth 
in me : and that life which now I live in the flesh I live in faith, 
the faith which is in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
Himself up for me" (Gal. ii. 20). It is because of this mystic sense 
of faith as producing a real unifying contact between the soul and 
Christ, that St. Paul is able to speak of the believer as justified by 
faith and not by works of law. He is so justified because he has 
within him the Source of life and righteousness, because by faith 
he is one with the Risen Lord. 

Now, compare the language of St. Paul with that of St. James, 
"By works a man is justified, and not by faith only." St. James 
has been harmonised with St. Paul, but only by force. It is palpable 
that the two use "faith" and "justify " in different senses. St. 
Peter says that good conduct is thankworthy (ii. 19), that the 
righteous man is hardly saved (iv. 18); and these phrases imply a 
similar conception to that of St. James. Conduct is something; 
it springs from the motive, and receives its value from the motive ; 
yet at the same time it reacts upon the motive. In the view of 
St. Paul, action is merely the sign of the inspiration within, and has 
no other value; in that of St. Peter and St. James it is not merely 
the sign of faith, but the necessary condition of a higher and stronger 
faith. Neither St. Peter nor St. James would have denied that the 
Christian is saved by faith, though probably they would not have 
said that he is justified by faith (cf. 1 Pet. i. 5, 9 with Gal. ii. 16). 
But to them faith is not so much the presence of God in the heart, 
as the steadfast will to follow God through all the trials of life. The 
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practical difference between these two conceptions of the same 
thing is very great indeed, as we know from history. 

St. Peter does not define Faith, but he uses the word in the 
same sense as the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews. "Faith 
is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen ... he that cometh unto God must believe that He is, and 
that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him" (Heb. 
xi. r, 6). It is not merely belief, which may be non-moral or 
even immoral (J as. ii. r 9 ), but strong conviction, carrying with it 
trustful obedience in the midst of trials which we do not under­
stand, godly fear, and the love of Christ. It is not salvation, but 
it is the way to salvation ( 1 Pet. i. 9); it destroys sin, but only 
through patience under suffering ( r Pet. iv. 1 ). Strong conviction 
is its beginning, but the blessing of God rests upon the disposition 
which it produces, on the conduct in which it finds expression. St. 
Peter's conception of faith we may say is simpler, more Hebrew, 
more evangelical, than that of St. Paul. His Faith is that which 
we find expressed in Ps. cxix. 

Or take again the word xapi,. From the mystical Pauline point 
of view Faith and Grace are really the same thing; they differ only 
in so far as the divine immanence, the unity between God and man, 
must have an earthward as well as a heavenward side. Faith is 
Grace, the inner life, the divine life manifesting itself in man ; and 
the gifts of Grace (xapCap,a-ra) are those spiritual supernatural 
infusions which testify to the immediate presence of the Holy 
Ghost (Rom. i. 11, vi. 23; r Cor. ·xii.; even in Rom. xii. 6 the 
idea is the same). In St. Peter, Grace is not the life, but anything 
that conduces to the life, any gift of the personal God to the 
personal man, any good thing whatever that comes down to us 
from the merciful Father-the gospel (i. 10), the promised joy of 
heaven (i. 13), or life (iii. 7), or money and the power of dispensing 
hospitality (iv. 9, 10). Grace is the bounty, or mercy, or favour 
of God. Here again St. Peter is more evangelical, more Jewish. 
God is the good Father who bestows ; the Christian is the good 
child, the faithful servant, who receives, and receives more in pro­
portion to the faithfulness of his service. God's gifts are free, of 
course, but this thought does not trouble St. Peter. He does not 
speculate about it, nor go out of his way to ask why some men 
receive and some do not. God is free, but He is good, and not 
arbitrary, and this suffices for the apostle's simple creed. 

One striking consequence of this theological attitude is, that 
in the mind of St. Peter the future outweighs the present to a much 
greater degree than in that of St. Paul, St. John, or the mystics 
generally. Faith has, indeed, a present assurance in the Spirit of 
glory and of God which "rests upon" the Christian, as the 
Shechinah rested on the tabernacle (iv. r 4), and causes joy un-
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speakable and full of glory (i. 8); but it is closely allied, indeed 
it is almost the same thing with Hope, as it is also in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews. Here, again, Peter is more evangelical; an<l his 
sober patience is just what we should expect in a personal companion 
of Christ's after the day of Ascension. His frame of mind is that 
which is suggested by the later parables in St. Matthew's Gospel. 
The kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country. 
Soon He will return bringing His reward with Him. Meanwhile 
His servants dwell as strangers, as pilgrims, in a world of trouble. 
They are kept through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed 
(i. 5) ; they are to hope perfectly for the grace that is to be brought 
(i. 13); they are to look for the return of the Chief Shepherd witp. 
the amaranthine crown (v. 4). The Christian has joy, peace, good 
days (iii. 10), but his lot here is one of temptation; and tempta­
tion is not the bitter strife against evil within, but the crushing 
load of sorrow from without (i. 6, 7). What we mean by temptation 
in our modern phraseology is called by St. Paul aµaprfa, by St. 
Peter bn0vµ{a. The same sense of the inadequacy of the present 
life is to be found, of course, in St. Paul (1 Cor. xv. 19); but St. 
Paul had felt a deeper mental anguish, and risen to a more 
triumphant sense of victory than St. Peter. Hence, though he 
prizes hope, he is less oppressed by the deferring of the hope. 

A few words may be added here on the psychological and 
ethical terminology of St. Peter, which is entirely unlike that of 
St. Paul. ITvevµa, as applied to man, denotes his soul as a whole, 
considered as immaterial and immortal. It is used of disembodied 
spirits (iii. 19), and is opposed to uapt as mind to body. In one 
place (iii. 4, ~uvx[ov 7rvevµaros) it signifies merely disposition or 
temper. But St. Peter never employs it, as St. Paul frequently 
does, to denote inspiration, or the faculty through which man is 
capable of inspiration. He does not distinguish it from ifrvx~ (cf. 
1 Thess. v. 23; 1 Cor. xv. 45, 46) or from vov, (cf. 1 Cor. xiv. 
14, 15). Two very important points are here involved. One has 
already been noticed, that, as applied to the Holy Spirit, 7rvevµa must 
certainly in I Peter mean Ghost or Personality. The other is that 
St. Peter could not say, as St. Paul does, "the spiritual man judgeth 
all things." Both the phrase and the idea are foreign to him. He 
points no antithesis between 7rvevµa and ypaµµa, nor, in an ethical 
sense, between 7rVEvµa and <Tapt. Indeed, in the First Epistle <Tapt 
has no moral significance at all; it means simply the body (cf., how­
ever, 2 Pet. ii. IO, 18), though the desires belong to the flesh (ii. II). 
Ko<Tµos also is simply the world (i. 20, v. 9 ), not the evil world. 
\Jlvx~, again, denotes the whole inner nature of man, the principle 
of life, the personality (see i. 9, 22, ii. 25, iii. 20, iv. 19). It does 
not bear the sense of the lower life of sense or carnal understand­
ing, opposed to the higher life of reason or intelligence; hence such 
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phrases as t/tvxiK6S av0pw1ros (1 Cor. ii. 14), uwµ,a t/tvxiK6v (i'bza. 
xv. 44), do not, and indeed could not, occur. \Jlvx~ is, in fact, the 
very word which St. Peter uses throughout of the soul in relation 
to the religious life. Besides these words, we have 3ufvoia (i. 13), 
~vvoia (iv. 1), lm0vµ,{ai (i. 14, ii. II, iv. 2, 3), and the Hebraistic 
KapUa (i. 22, iii. 4, 15). It is a simple, slender, rather archaic list 
of words, just sufficient for the author's purpose, taken from common 
usage, and clearly untinged by speculation. 

It has been pointed out in the foregoing paragraphs that the 
Petrine theology regards God as the object of Christian thought, 
aspiration, worship, rather than of experience, possession, inner 
realisation; that it dwells on the transcendental nature and majesty 
of God, rather than on the mystic union between God and the 
believer. St. Peter does not, indeed, fail to do justice to the 
experimental side of the religious life; his people have " tasted 
that the Lord is good" (ii. 3). Still, his view is predominantly 
objective; and this is at all times the attitude of the disciplinarian. 
He gives very few details of the religious life as it existed among 
his readers; this was not his object. But there are in the Epistle 
a certain number of ideas and words belonging to the sphere of 
practical theology; and these all point in the same direction. 
Everything is simple, easy, stamped by plain, pastoral common 
sense ; everything again is conservative; the Church has advanced 
from its old Hebrew resting-place, but no further than is necessary. 

The first great point that we notice is, that the corrupt10n of man 
is still regarded in· the same light as· in the Old Testament and the 
Gospels. There is, at any rate, no trace of the Pauline doctrine of 
inherited sin, and aµ,apr{a always means the concrete act, "a sin/ 
as in the Synoptic Gospels, not "sinfulness," as in the mystics St. 
Paul and St. John. Even when he is speaking of the saving power 
of Baptism, St. Peter calls moral evil "the filth of the flesh," and 
appears to mean simply that sin is the yielding to those desires 
which have their root in the body. We cannot absolutely infer 
from his silence that he did not know, or did not approve, the 
doctrine of St. Paul, but he certainly is silent. To another very 
important Pauline doctrine, that of Imputation, he makes not the 
slightest allusion, and we may gather with confidence that he would 
not have admitted it without reservation, for he speaks of "the 
righteous man" in exactly the same way as the Psalmist or the 
Book of Proverbs (iv. 18). 

Equally important is the absence of the word Law. There is no 
sign of any difficulty or dispute, nor is any difference whatever made, 
between Jew and Gentile. Both appear to be living in peace, side 
by side under the same authoritative supervision. We may account 
for this remarkable fact in different ways. We may suppose that 
the whole Church was violently agitated by the circumcision dispute, 
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and did not settle down in quiet for some years; and this is the 
view which has been derived from too exclusive a use of the 
Epistles of St. Paul. Or we may suppose that the heat was 
generated by a handful of fanatics, that it was a mere crackling of 
thorns, which never received any support from the Twelve, and died 
away at once; and this is the view which we should gather from the 
Book of Acts. What St. Paul wrote about the Law, except in 
Galatians, is not directly polemical-it is simply the free expression 
of his mystic belief that all external authority disappeared with the 
advent of the Spirit. That St. Peter did not share this belief is 
abundantly evident ; but why should we expect him to write against 
it? Or if he was writing against it, how could he do so more properly 
than by such an Epistle as the present? 

The truth appears to be that, in the mind of St. Peter, Chris­
tianity itself is a Law, the will of God (ii. 15), the Law fulfilled, 
transfigured, re-established on a surer foundation by Jesus Christ, 
yet still in its eternal elements, in its essential nature as Law, lying 
at the root of all moral life. Hence in St. Peter we find that same 
sense of the continuity of history which is so nobly expressed in 
Hebrews. There has been no rejection of the Jew; he has simply 
been called like everybody else to move on to a higher plane. There 
is no antithesis between Law and Promise. The titles of the chosen 
people are transferred without hesitation to the Christian community. 
The Christians are priests, kings, a holy nation, the people that God 
always had in view; they are the Diaspora, pilgrims like Abraham; 
and all good women are daughters of Sarah. There is no trace of 
bitterness against the Jews. In a word, history flows on from the 
far past to the present in a widening but continuous stream. 

Closely allied to the continuity .of the faith is its authority. In 
the view of St. Paul there is no authority except that of the inner 
light; the spiritual man judgeth all things, and is judged of none. 
Freedom is emancipation from all external control ; it is based on 
that conscious union with God which lifts a man above all precepts 
and ordinances. 

But there is another view that Grace (as John Wesley said) is 
not necessarily Light, and that, at the outset of the spiritual life, 
men must do, not because they understand and love, but in order 
that they may understand and love. 

Here, again, we may test the difference between the apostles at 
many significant points. In the eyes of St. Peter all Christians are 
"babes" (ii. 2); it is their natural estate in this life, and to the end 
of their earthly probation they need to be fed with the "milk" of 
God's word. The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, influenced, 
perhaps, by some writer of the same school as Philo, speaks of the 
Catechism as " milk " for babes, and contrasts it with the "strong 
meat," the deeper and wider belief of the grown-up Christian. Still 
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he seems to mean that the lower belief of obedience is a natural 
preparation for the higher belief of intelligence, that as a regular 
thing men do rise through the state of Law to the state of Freedom. 
This attitude we may call that of disciplinary mysticism (Heb. v. 12, 

13). But to the mind of St. Paul the evil of this lower stage is 
more obvious than its good. "Milk " is the food of the carnal, of 
the weak brother who sets great store by externals, and is always 
ready to quarrel about them. To him the "babe" is not the 
Christian, as to St. Peter, nor the novice, as to the author of 
Hebrews, but the formalist, the disciplinarian ( 1 Cor. iii. 1 ). Ob­
viously St. Peter would restrict within reasonable limits that right 
of private judgment which St. Paul bestows without reserve on 
all Christians. Notice again the use of the word 7roiµa{vnv and 
7ro1µ~v in St. Peter (ii. 25, v. 2, 4). St. Paul hardly uses this 
appropriate metaphor of the Christian pastor (Acts xx. 2 8 ; Eph. 
iv. 11 ), and ne\·er applies it to Christ. Another important word is 
ayio~, which in St. Paul is often a noun-all Christians are saints ; 
but in St. Peter is only an adjective-all Christians ought to become 
saints. Or observe how St. Peter directs his people to speak like 
the oracles of God (iv. 11 ). Scripture is the external norm or 
pattern for all our words. Or, again, how St. Paul relaxes the gospel 
rule of marriage, to this extent at least, that in the case of mixed 
marriages, if the heathen partner desires a separation, the Christian 
partner is not under bondage ( 1 Cor. vii. 15). "For," the apostle 
adds, "what knowest thou, 0 wife, whether thou shalt save thy 
husband? or what knowest thou, ·o man, whether thou shalt save 
thy wife?" But St. Peter appears to know of no such liberty, and 
exhorts all wives to be in subjection to their own husbands, "that 
if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won 
by the conversation of the wives" (iii. r ). 

But more important than all is the entire absence in I Peter of 
any allusion to Christian prophecy. The point is of such conse­
quence that it may be permissible to deal with it at some little 
length. 

In the Gospels of St. Matthew and St. Luke (not in St. Mark or 
St. John) our Lord speaks of sending prophets to the Church 
(Matt. x. 41 ; Luke xi. 49). They are distinguished from "wise 
men and scribes" (Matt. xxiii. 34). Prophecy is a miraculous gift, 
analogous to the power of casting out devils, and might be bestowed 
on or assumed by people whose conduct was not good (Matt. 
vii. 22 ). These are false prophets (Matt. vii. r 5) ; and we gather 
that the false prophet specially concerned himself with that topic 
on which Christians are forbidden to speculate (Matt. xxiv. 36), 
the day and hour of the Second Advent (Matt. xxiv. r 1, 23, 24). 

At the beginniJ"Jg of the Book of Acts we read of the outpouring 
of the spirit of prophecy on the day of Pentecost, and on several 
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occasions we find the same gift bestowed on the newly baptized. 
We may suppose this form of prophecy to have been an ecstatic 
outburst of thanksgiving and adoration; but this particular form of 
the grace does not appear to have been universal or permanent, 
nor did it make its recipient a prophet in the regular acceptation 
of the word. 

But we meet also with persons who were recognised as prophets 
and of the same family as the prophets of old, because in their case 
inspiration was not, indeed, habitual,-this it never was,-but at 
any rate frequently recurrent. We find them at Jerusalem {xi. 27), 
at Antioch (xiii. r ), at Tyre (xxi. 4), at Caesarea (xxi. 9), but not 
elsewhere. Some of them were men, some were "virgins." They 
read the secrets of men's hearts (v. 3), or predicted future events 
(xi. 28, xxi. I r ), or delivered special mandates from the Holy Spirit 
to the Church (xiii. 2). Some of them were also teachers (xiii. r); 
and two, Judas and Silas, exhorted the brethren at Antioch with 
many words (xv. 32), explaining to them the circumcision dispute, 
and pressing upon them the acceptance of the Jerusalem Decree. 

One passage in the Book of Acts relating to prophecy is so 
important that it calls for special comment. Originally there were 
at Antioch two Churches, one of Jews and one of Greeks, and even 
at the time described in the thirteenth chapter it is not clear to 
what extent the two had been amalgamated. The Gentile Church 
was founded by men of Cyrene, and Lucius of Cyrene was one of 
the prophets and teachers by whom Barnabas and Saul were set 
apart for their mission (xi. 19, 20, xiii. r ). The selection or 
ordination of the two evangelists may possibly have been the act 
of the Greek Church alone. Nor is it certain what it was that the 
prophets and teachers actually did. We may, however, suppose 
with great probability that the plan of a missionary campaign had 
already been discussed and approved, and that the whole Church 
was gathered together, fasting and praying for some definite word 
from the Holy Ghost, telling them whither to go and whom to 
send. All eyes and hearts would be fixed upon the five prophets 
through whom the heavenly voice had so often made itself heard 
before. At last the mandate comes and the mouthpiece speaks: 
"Separate me Barnabas and Saul." A very similar account of the 
method of prophecy is given by Hermas, who knew it well. "When 
the man who hath the divine spirit cometh into a congregation of 
righteous men who have the faith of the divine spirit, and inter­
cession of the congregation of those men is made to God, then the 
angel of the prophetic spirit, who is attached to him, fills the man, 
and the man being filled with the Holy Ghost speaketh to the 
assembly as the Lord willeth" (Mand. xi. 9). What we find 
described here is not the ordinary meeting for public worship, but 
a special assembly of intercession for a definite object. 
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Elsewhere also (r Tim. i. 18, iv. 14) we find the prophet playing 
the same part in the selection of God's ministers. Timothy, how­
ever, though marked out by the prophets, was commissioned and, 
as we should say, ordained by the laying on of the hands of the 
presbytery. St. Luke does not expressly say that the presbyters laid 
hands on Barnabas and Saul, but this is probably what he means. 

Generally speaking, from the Book of Acts we should infer 
that the gift of prophecy, in the proper sense of the word, was not 
commonly bestowed, that its form was that of direct inspiration, 
that its expression was occasional and limited. In r Peter, James, 
Jude, Hebrews, we read of no prophets at all. In 2 · Peter (ii. 1) 
mention is made of false prophets. John knows both of false 
prophets and of true (1 John iv. 1; Apoc. xi. 18, xix. 20). If 
we take the Pauline Epistles, we find little or no trace of the 
existence• of prophets at Ephesus (see, however, Eph. iv. II), or 
Philippi, or Colossae, or in Galatia, or at Rome. Prophecy is, 
indeed, mentioned in the Epistle to the Romans (xii. 6); but when 
the apostle tells us that he longed to impart unto that Church some 
spiritual gift (i. II), we are probably to understand that he hoped 
to stir up a grace which as yet had not been bestowed upon it. 
But in two Churches, at Thessalonica and at Corinth, we find a 
very different state of things. Both were new Churches, composed 
probably in the main of Gentiles, who but a few months before had 
been idolaters. Yet in both these communities prophets were very 
numerous, and the apostle gave them great encouragement ( r Thess. 
v. 19; 1 Cor. xiv. 39). · 

At Thessalonica the prophets were busily doing exactly what 
our Lord forbade, they were proclaiming that the day of Christ 
was imminent ( lvtun7Kev, ii. 2); and for this error they were rebuked 
by St. Paul. Even in this town, prophetism appears to have been 
very active and, on the whole, mischievous. There were those who 
regarded it with disfavour, and wished to suppress it altogether, or, 
at any rate, to bring it under control by the imposition of restraints 
which St. Paul thought too rigorous. " Quench not the Spirit," he 
says ; "despise not prophesyings " ( 1 Thess. v. 19, 20 ). At the 
same time he adds a needful word of warning : "Prove all things ; 
hold fast that which is good." 

But at Corinth the state of affairs was really extraordinary. 
The number of those who laid claim to the spiritual gifts of speak­
ing with tongues and of prophecy must have been very large. But 
these miraculous endowments, instead of leading to meekness and 
unity, caused much angry rivalry, which turned even the public 
worship of the Church into a scene of disorder. These were not 
good fruits ; indeed, to speak quite plainly, they are the contra­
diction of anything that we can reasonably attribute to the Spirit of 
God. St. Paul treats these extravagances with great wisdom. He 
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asserts his own authority, both as apostle and as prophet, with 
explicit resolution. But he deals only with the symptoms, with the 
disorders. He does not name the offenders, nor does he charge 
them with self-deceit, nor does he expressly point out in what way 
their notion of" prophecy," of "liberty,'' was connected with those 
moral and doctrinal extravagances which he condemns. But he 
lays down firmly the rule of decency and order, the great principles 
of Charity and Unity, and points out clearly the besetting danger of 
what in the eigh'.eenth century was called Enthusiasm. "Know­
ledge puffeth up." Knowledge, the knowledge of mysteries, is 
very closely related to prophecy. A close parallel to the conduct 
of St. Paul is to be found in that of George Fox towards the 
Bristol fanatics. Fox was in the same position as the apostle. 
He, too, had fostered and encouraged prophecy, and, when the 
behaviour of Naylor opened his eyes to the gulf at his feet, he acted 
in the same way as St. Paul, not denying his own principles, but 
building the necessary fence along the edge of the precipice with 
authority, discretion, and reserve. 

From Fox's own account we could hardly guess the nature and 
the peril of the Bristol crisis, and we can do little more than guess 
at the inner history of the Corinthian Church. But in the time of 
Fox, and afterwards of Wesley, Bristol, a seaport and a great seat 
of the slave trade, was not unlike Corinth in some pertinent features. 
Corinth had never borne a good reputation, nor had Greeks ever 
been patient of discipline in any shape. It is in such places that 
the leaven of Christianity produces the most violent fermentation. 
Sudden conversions are common; and the sudden conversion of an 
undisciplined character is always strongly mystical. It is not sur­
prising, therefore, to find many prophets in the town, nor is it difficult 
to conjecture what would be the results. 

At Corinth, as elsewhere, prophecy bore its usual and proper 
form of "revelation" ( 1 Cor. xiv. 26), that is to say, of immediate 
communication from the Holy Spirit. Revelation always implies 
Ecstasy (Acts x. 10, xi. 5, xxii. 17), that state which is also called 
"being in the Spirit" (Apoc. 1. 10), and is described by St. Paul 
himself (2 Cor. xii. 2) as a condition in which the man knew not 
whether he were in the body or out of it. It was, in fact, a trance, 
in which sense was suspended, but intelligence, though not active, 
was quickened into a condition of high receptivity. The prophet 
understood what he saw or heard, and when he spoke, spoke intelli­
gible words. Hence he might be said to edify, comfort, console 
(1 Cor. xiv. 3). He read the secrets of men's hearts (ibid. 24, 25), 
and the hearers might learn from his prophecies (ibid. 31). Both 
the prophet and the speaker with tongues were allowed to "give 
thanks" after Communion (ibid. 16). But the Prophet is expressly 
distinguished from the Teacher (1 Cor. xii. 28). The distinction 
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rests not so much on the matter of prophecy as on its form. 
Prophecy was ecstatic (those later writers who denied this only 
meant that Christian ecstasy differed from Pagan); it was a direct 
communication from the Spirit, a revelation, not, like Teaching, an 
exposition of other men's revelations. For this reason the Prophet 
took rank before the Teacher, indeed before every member of the 
Church except the apostles. Yet, of course, the same man might 
be at once Apostle, Prophet, and Teacher. The Prophet was an 
ornament, but not an officer of the Church; and the manifestation 
of his gift was so occasional that he cannot have been intrusted, at 
any rate in his capacity of Prophet, with any regular ministrations. 
Indeed this is self-evident from the fact that there were women who 
prophesied as well as men. 

When we come to ask what were the precise subjects of Corin­
thian prophecy, we find ourselves on uncertain ground. Yet, when 
we consider the topics dwelt upon by the apostle, and compare them 
with what we know to have been the themes of prophecy elsewhere, 
we can arrive at a tenable conclusion. 

At Thessalonica, the favourite subject was the Second Advent, 
a question which involved that of the condition of the faithful dead 
( I Thess. iv. I4 sqq. ). Beyond a doubt this would be the pre­
dominant burden of speculation at Corinth also, as it always has 
been everywhere. Hence St. Paul addresses to that Church the 
noblest of all his prophecies on this very point (I Cor. xv.). There 
were many ways in which the prophet might speak of Eschatology 
without infringing our Lord's prohibition. He might have a vision 
of the angelic hierarchy, like Ignatius, or of the state of the soul 
after death, like Perpetua, or of heaven and hell, like the author 
of the Apocalypse of Peter, or of the signs that precede the Second 
Advent, like the author of the Didache. Even this alluring theme 
was full of peril. It was forbidden to fix a date for the Second 
Advent, and this command was often forgotten. But there were 
some at Corinth who denied the resurrection of the dead. If 
St. Paul means that they denied the resurrection of the body, there 
were Gnostic prophets who did the same thing. 

Again, there were those who defended the act of the man who 
had married his father's wife (I Cor. v. I, 2). St. Paul tells them 
that they are "puffed up." But it is knowledge which "puffeth up" 
(viii. I), and knowledge is practically identical with prophecy (xiii. 2 ). 
Sexual irregularity has, in fact, often been justified by pretenders to 
the inner light, and cannot be justified in any other way. 

Another subject which exercised the minds of the prophets was 
that of Church discipline, Ignatius gives us the text of one of his 
own prophecies, in which occur the words, " Do nothing without 
the bishop" (Phil. vii.). Hermas also touches on the relation of 
the prophet to the presbyter ( Vis. iii. 1. 8, 9), and Montanism was 
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largely concerned with this point. If there were prophecies on the 
one side, there would be prophecies also on the other, and certainly 
the Corinthian prophets, numerous and self-assertive, and claiming 
some authority in the regulation of public worship, would not 
tamely submit to the direction of officials. Indeed, in the Corin­
thian Church we cannot affirm with confidence that there were any 
officials at all. 

To some extent the Corinthians must have been self-deluded. 
The genuine spirit of prophecy has never been given to masses of 
men; nor can it often have been bestowed upon those who, but the 
other day, were worshipping stocks and stones, and contaminated 
by the vices of such a city as Corinth. But St. Paul could not 
absolutely forbid this outbreak of fanaticism. He was himself the 
most remarkable of Christian prophets, full of the Holy Ghost, and 
longing unspeakably to see others like himself. He would believe 
the best. After all, among the tares would be blades of wheat, and 
he would not dare to run the risk of plucking up these. But the 
consequences are very clearly to be discerned. The Church of 
Corinth was full of the most shocking disorders, both in faith ( 1 Cor. 
xv. I 2) and in morals. If there was any control there, we cannot 
see where it resided, or what was its good. It is not too much to 
say, that if this form of prophetism had not disappeared, the Church 
could not possibly have endured. 

Prophetism sums up in one word the difference between St. Paul 
the mystic and St. Peter the disciplinarian. Where a body of 
prophets has assumed the direction of affairs, discipline is impos­
sible. But it is evident that the confusion which reigned at Corinth, 
and possibly in a lower degree at Thessalonica, was abnormal. The 
vast majority of the Churches were, as they had been from the first, 
carefully instructed and diligently supervised; and what is true of a 
couple of Greek communities in Europe is by no means true of 
Asiatic Christianity. How things were ordered in the Eastern 
Churches we can gather with confidence from the notices in the 
Book of Acts, from I Peter, from Hebrews, and from the Letters 
to the Seven Churches in the Apocalypse. Indeed, the Pastoral 
Epistles of St. Paul tell the same tale. 

The communities addressed in I Peter were clearly under strict 
and sober government; but their organisation, as far as we are able 
to descry it, was of a very simple, primitive kind. In the first place, 
the writer does not use the word "Church," a peculiarity which he 
shares with Hebrews, for in that Epistle also, "Church," though 
it twice occurs (ii. 12, in quotation from O.T., xii. 23), does not 
bear its familiar technical sense. He calls himself "an apostle 
of Jesus Christ" (i. 1 ), or, what is the same thing, "a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ" (v. 1); but he writes with the greatest modesty 
in a tone of exhortation, not of command, exhorting, not rebuking, 
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calling himselfa brother of the presbyters. Nothing in the Epistle 
is more authoritative than the brief emphatic phrase in which he 
commends the faithfulness of so eminent a man as Silvanus. 
Clearly he expected to be heard with deference; but the tone is just 
what we should have expected in St. Peter, and just what we should 
not have expected in anyone masquerading under his name. He 
addresses his. readers as the Dispersion, the brethren or brotherhood 
(" the brethren" is a familiar phrase in Acts), and uses the word 
"Christian." If there were any widows or orphans receiving 
regular assistance from the common fund, at any rate tp.ey are not 
mentioned. The Deacon possibly did not exist, certainly is not 
named. There was no Bishop; the noun l.1r{a-Ko1ro, is used of 
Christ (ii. 25), and the verb ,ma-Ko1re'tv of the Presbyters (v. 2), in a 
manner which shows us how the title came into being as a synonym 
for Shepherd; but it has not as yet definitely assumed an official 
sense. On the other hand, the Presbyter who, as we know from 
Acts, was the original rector and pastor of the Church, wields great 
authority, which he is strongly admonished to exert with willingness, 
uprightness, and sobriety. Of the Sacraments, Baptism is spoken of 
as having a saving power (iii. 2 I) ; the Eucharist is not mentioned. 

Thus the organisation also appears to be marked by the same 
primitive simplicity that we have noticed as characteristic of the 
Epistle in other points. If we attach any historical value to Acts 
-and how can we help doing this ?-the polity of the Petrine 
Churches is more conservative than that depicted in or suggested by 
any of the Pauline Epistles. 

But, now, if the relation between the Petrine and Pauline 
Epistles is as it has here been described, if in dogma they agree 
and in practice they differ, and if, when they differ, the Petrine 
Epistle is more primitive, as it proved to be more enduring, how 
are we to explain these singular facts ? 

We may say that the sub-apostolic Church, with all its reverence 
for St. Paul, failed to understand his idea of Freedom, that his pure 
and noble mysticism was too hard for them (llva-v6'1}Tov, 2 Pet. iii. 16), 
that the time for it was not yet come, and that God sent His people 
back again into the wilderness after a first glimpse of the Promised 
Land. 

But, then, how are we to account for the fact that where the 
Petrine writer falls away from St. Paul he is falling back upon 
the Synoptic Gospels? If his Christianity had been derived from 
that of St. Paul he could not have taken this line. Those who 
started from a misunderstanding of the mysticism of St. Paul became 
Antinomians; this is what actually happened to many of the Gnostics, 
and to many sects in later times. If the Petrine writer fell back, he 
must have had something to fall back upon. There must have 

· been some other stamp of Christianity, some other method of 
4 
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working out in detail the truth of the Resurrection, than that 
described in the Pauline Epistles. That there actually was one­
indeed that there were several-we learn not only from the Gospels 
and the rest of the New Testament, but from St. Paul's own 
testimony. 

But if this is the case, why should the Petrine writer be thought 
to have fallen back at all? Why should not his Epistle be just 
what it professes to be, the work of St. Peter himself? 

Note on Post-Apostolic Prophecy. 

Ignatius describes one subject of his prophetic visions in Trall. 
v., 8vvaµat V0£lV Ta brovpa.vta KaL Ta<; T01ro0w-£a<; T<JS ayy£AlKCl<; Kal Ta<; 
CTVCTTO.CT£t<; Ta<; apxovnKa.<;, opani T£ KaL a6paTa. 

In another very remarkable passage, Phil. vii., he gives the actual 
text of one of his prophecies, T<> 8e llv£vµa iK~pvcrcr£v Myov Ta.Se 
xwpl.<; TOV l1rtcrK61rov /L'l8ev 1TOL£lT£' Tt/V cra.pKa vµwv W<; vaov ®wv 
T'}P£lT£' T~V tvwcrtv aya1rUT£' TOV<; f:L£ptcrp,ov<; cj,£V')'£T£' f:LlfL'}TaL y[v£cr0£ 
'l']CTOV XptCTTOV, w<; Kat aVTOS TOV llaTpo<; UVTOV. 

Here it is to be observed that the subject-matter is the same as 
that of the Teacher, but that the form is entirely different from that 
of Teaching. The admonitions are given as a direct communica­
tion from the Holy Spirit, hence in style they are ejaculatory and 
dogmatic, not discursive. 

Ignatius exhorted Polycarp to pray for the same gift. 
Polycarp, i., aiTov crvv£criv 1rA.£fova ~. lx£i<;. 
Ibid. ii., Ta 8e &.6paTa afrn tva CTOL cpav£pw0fj, i.'va /J,']8£VO<; A£[1ry 

Kal 1TaVTO<; xap{crµaTO<; 7T£plCTCT£VrJ<;, 
Polycarp acknowledges that he himself did not possess the gift 

of prophecy. 
Ad Phil. xii., "confido enim uos bene exercitatos esse in sacris 

literis, et nihil uos latet; mihi autem non est concessum." It was 
enough for him to follow humbly in the footsteps of St. Paul, 
ibid. iii. 

Here we see that a great and recognised and most authoritative 
Teacher might yet not be a prophet. But before Polycarp's death 
this grace was vouchsafed to him. Martyrium Po/ye. v., 8£, µ£ 
twVTa KaTaKa-ryvai. With him as with all prophets the gift took the 
form of a vision or voice. 

The prophecies of Montanus, Prisca, Maximilla, and others of 
the same sect, will be found collected in Bonwetsch, Montanismus, 
P· 1 97 sqq. 

Tertullian says of them, de exhort. cast. 10, " uisiones uident et 
ponentes faciem deorsum etiam uoces audiunt manifestas tarn 
salutares quam occultas." 

Salutares means moral or disciplinary, as in the second passage 
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from Ignatius. Orcultas means pertaining to heavenly mysteries, 
as in the first. Oehler does not explain the words ponentes faciem 
deorsum ; apparently the prophet bent his head downwards in the 
attitude of listening to a voice from above. 

Of Ecstasy, Tertullian says, adu. Marc. iv. 22, "gratiae extasis 
amentia. In spiritu enim homo constitutus, praesertim cum gloriam 
Dei conspicit, uel cum per eum Deus loquitur, necesse est excidat 
sensu, obuinbratus scilicet uirtute diuina." This agrees very well 
with the language of St. Paul. 

Alcibiades (or Miltiades), Eus. H. E. v. 17. 1, wrc;ite a treatise 
against the Montanists entitled -rr£pl Tov µ~ iMv iv .1KcrTacr£t AaA£tv: 
but he was certainly using the word tKcr-racri<; in a peculiar sense, 
for it is used of true Christian prophecy, Acts x. 10, xi. 5, xxii. 17, 
and "to speak in ecstasy" means neither more nor less than "to 
speak in the Spirit." And the author to whom we owe our know­
ledge of this treatise of Alcibiades (or Miltiades) goes on to say that 
the mark of the false prophet is not ecstasy but parecstasy-that is 
to say, debased ecstasy. o ifrwoo1rpo<p~rYJ<; iv. 1rap£KCTTacr£t, <ii l1r£rni 
a0£ta KQl rl<f,o/3£a, rlpxoJJ-EVO<; /J,£11 it iKovcrfov rlµa0{a<;, KQTUCT'Tpl.<f,wv D! 
d<; rlKovcrwv µav{av ifrvx~<;. The false prophet was culpably ignorant 
-that is to say, he was one so far deficient in morals, or instruction, 
or both, that the brethren could not regard him as a likely organ 
for the prophetic spirit, and his trance was "a madness." Madness 
will mean frenzied utterance or gesticulation and "possession." 
The last, in particular, was a most. serious point. Simon Magus 
"gave out that he himself was some great one" (Acts viii. 9); and 
Montanus said, "I am the Lord God Almighty coming down in 
man" (Epiph. Haer. xi. p. 437),~a phrase which is strictly analogous 
to that of the demoniac, "My name is Legion" (Mark v. 9). The 
idea that the spirit, good or bad, takes possession of the man, 
replaces his personality, and speaks with his own voice, is wholly 
alien to Biblical prophecy, and belongs to demonology or heathen 
vaticination. But ignorance was quite serious enough. It would 
be shown by demanding payment or expecting reward as a prophet 
(Eus. H. E. v. 18; Hermas, Mand. xi.); by doctrinal unsoundness 
( 1 John iv. 1, 2); and in the eyes of a loyal Churchman by inter­
ference with the wholesome and apostolic discipline of the Church. 

Professor Harnack (Lehre der zwiilf Apostel, p. 126) is inclined 
to regard all these tests as invented by the later Church for the 
purpose of condemning the Montanists. But they are obvious 
deductions from eternal common sense. Except non-fulfilment of 
predictions, for which the existing brotherhood might have to wait 
in vain, the one and only test of genuine prophecy is that of con­
formity to the teaching and practice of undoubted prophets, of 
Christ and His apostles ; and this test all Christians were bound to 
apply at all times under very serious penalties. 
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A careful review of the facts seems to show two things very 
distinctly: ( 1) that the condition of the Corinthian Church is not to 
be regarded as the normal state of a Christian community in the 
time of the apostles ; ( 2) that the Prophet is not, and cannot be, the 
same thing as the Teacher. The two functions might, no doubt, be 
combined, but in themselves they are radically different. 

§ 7. ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

We may proceed to compare, in the next place, the characters 
and histories of St. Paul and St. Peter. To some extent, at any­
rate, the investigation will throw further light upon the conclusions 
arrived at in the preceding chapter. 

When St. Stephen was stoned to death the witnesses laid down 
their clothes at the feet of a young man whose name was Saul 
(Acts vii. 58). He was of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews, and a Pharisee (Phil. iii. 5), born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but 
brought up in Jerusalem, where he sat at the feet of the famous 
Gamaliel (Acts xxii. 3). He was a Roman citizen, and son of a 
Roman citizen (Acts xxii. 28), spoke and wrote Greek, used the 
Gretk Bible, and had some acquaintance with Greek literature 
(Acts xvii. 28; 1 Cor. xv. 33 ; Tit. i. 12 ). 

We are not told at what age he left Tarsus, but he was probably 
verging on man's estate at the time, for he had already been intro­
duced to the study of the Greek poets, and he continued to regard 
the city as his home and natural place of shelter (Acts ix. 30). He 
was no cosmopolitan, and though he passed his early years under 
the shadow of a Greek university, remained a strict Jew. Yet 
Tarsus was a Stoic stronghold, and St. Paul had read and admired 
at least one Stoic poet. He was aware then that _there was current 
among educated heathen a view of God as the great indwelling 
Spirit which is antagonistic to any shape of formalism. But doubt­
less he had imbibed this belief from Scripture, and from the 
struggles of his own spiritual experience-if we may regard Rom. 
vii. 9 sqq. as referring to a time preceding that of his conversion. 
We may suppose that he was a Pharisaic Mystic of the same type 
as St. James. But we first see him at Jerusalem, approving of 
Stephen's death, leading and goading on the party of persecution. 

So far he appears to us as well-born, probably wealthy, well­
educated, still young, full of fiery conviction and prompt resolution, 
a natural leader of men in times of great excitement. He was 
unmarried and childless, and seems to have owed his power 
entirely to the vigour of his character, for he does not appear to 
have been a member of the Sanhedrin. 

Not content with oppressing the disciples in Jerusalem, he 
extorted from the high priest a despatch authorising the extermina-
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tion of the heretics at Damascus, and was on his way to that city, 
"breathing threatenings and slaughter," when he was struck down 
to the earth by that Jesus whom he was persecuting. Thus in one 
moment he became a Christian. 

All attempts to account for his conversion by natural agencies 
are vain. No doubt the way for this astounding change had been 
prepared. St. Paul was familiar with many thoughts of many 
minds ; he must have been familiar also with that lurking sense of 
disappointment which always besets those who set their hopes on 
anything lower than the highest, and he had seen St.. Stephen die. 
But the final blow was struck from above with overwhelming force 
and instantaneous effect. 

His change was not from immorality to morality, but from one 
principle of action to another, from moralism to mysticism. It was 
analogous, not to the conversion of St. Augustine, but to that of 
Luther, or Wesley, or Law. But the point is, that these sudden 
changes always leave a mark. A swift uplifting, because it is so 
immediately divine, gives great nobility of mind. It carries the 
man up at once into a sphere from which all forms, props, 
mechanisms, seem very little things, and it imparts great peace, 
confidence, and joy. At the same time it makes a breach between 
the present and the past. The converted man looks back upon his 
old struggles with fear, pain, and horror. For him the hopeful 
promise of discipline and obedience ended only in cruel defeat. 
Of what value, then, can they be to others? 

The Vision on the road to Damascus is enough to stamp St. 
Paul as a prophet; but throughout his life he continued to receive 
immediate manifestations of God's presence and care. His revela­
tions, conveyed sometimes in trance, sometimes in dream; bringing 
sometimes directions, sometimes prohibitions; sometimes unfolding 
mysteries, sometimes displaying the formless glory of things un­
speakable-were very numerous (Acts xvi. 6, 9, xviii. 9, 10, xix. 21, 

xx. 23, 29, xxii. 17, xxvii. 23, 24; Gal. ii. 2; 2 Cor. xii. 1-7). 
The sense of direct inspiration seems never to have failed him, 
except perhaps when discipline was in question ( r Cor. vii. 1 2 ). 

Much of 1i.is knowledge in the faith was imparted to him through 
the same channel (Eph. iii: 3 ; Gal. i. 12 sqq., ii. 6 ; 1 Cor. xv. 3). 
But here we are perhaps justified in making a distinction. Even 
though he never saw Christ in the flesh, he would know, from 
hearsay or from reading, the general facts of the Gospel history, and 
he must surely have learned from ordinary sources the saying of our 
Lord's which he quoted in his speech at Miletus (Acts xx. 35). 
What he means is probably, that the one fact of the Resurrection 
and the inner meaning of all the facts, his whole theology, came to 
him direct by way of revelation. We find unmistakable fruits of 
his prophetic gift in Thessalonians and in I Cor. xv. 
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Such were the salient features in the character and history of St. 
Paul. St. Peter on every point forms a strong contrast. He was a 
poor Galilean fisherman, a labouring man, uneducated, rough in 
speech and manner (Matt. xxvi. 73; Luke xxii. 59; Acts iv. 13), a 
husband, and, according to ancient tradition, a father, and he had 
lived in close intimacy with the Saviour upon earth. He was a 
simple pious Jew, if not actually a disciple of John the Baptist at 
any rate the brother of one who was (John i. 40 ),-that is to say, he 
was open-minded and docile, a son of Abraham who did not pre­
sume upon that privilege (Luke iii. 8), but was well aware of the 
need of repentance, and was looking for the kingdom of heaven 
and the advent of Messiah. 

He was a married, uneducated labourer. Such men always bear 
the stamp of their class. In England, and presumably elsewhere, 
they are tender-hearted, but slow. They have seen too much of the 
hard realities of life to be greatly elated or greatly depressed. But 
they make fine soldiers, who will follow their captain to the last, 
and fall where he has placed them. 

St. Peter is often spoken of as ardent and impulsive, but our 
Lord called him Cephas, " Rock," and the fiery apostles were James 
and John. He was often the first to speak, because he was the 
leader and mouthpiece of the Twelve. The quietest of men, when 
driven past endurance, are often fiercest; and as Moses, the meek, 
once smote an Egyptian, so Peter struck a hasty blow in the Garden 
of Gethsemane. In an hour of utter despair and extreme alarm, he 
denied his Lord. The Gospels paint him as a man of slow under­
standing, but strong conviction, of tender, but not demonstrative 
feeling, with an exquisitely delicate conscience, and a deep sense of 
the majesty of God. It was he who made the great confession, 
"Thou art the Christ," and yet would have saved Christ from 
suffering and the Cross (Matt. xvi. 16, 22), just as the disciples 
besought St. Paul not to go up to Jerusalem where he was to be 
delivered to the Gentiles (Acts xxi. 12); it was he who at the Last 
Supper beckoned to St. John to ask the question which he dared 
not ask himself (John xiii. 24)-; it was he, again, who said, "Depart 
from me; for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord" (Luke v. 8); who went 
out and wept bitterly when the Saviour turned and looked upon 
him (Luke xxii. 62), and whose repentance and forgiveness are 
described with magical power in the last chapter of St. John's 
Gospel. The Lord loved John better, but He trusted Peter more 
(Luke xxii. 3 r, 3 2 ). 

We may imagine Peter as a shy, timid, embarrassed man, apt 
on a sudden emergency to say and do the wrong thing, not because 
he was hasty, but because he was not quick. He was one of those 
who become leaders because they have been called and appointed, 
not because nature seems to have marked them out for command. 
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His defect had been want of readiness and decision. When this 
was cured, he was all the better fitted to be a guide and pastor by 
reason of the weakness which the Holy Spirit redressed. "Be ye 
ready," he says in his Epistle (1 Pet. iii. 15), "always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh for a reason of the hope that is in 
you, with meekness and fear." He was meek and fearful, and he 
knew well the danger of unreadiness. 

St. Peter had been instructed, trained, disciplined by our Lord. 
Himself, and led on in smooth and unbroken progress from the 
law to the gospel. He was a prophet, but hardly a visionary. He 
had witnessed the Transfiguration, he had seen the risen Saviour, 
he had received admonition in his trance at J oppa, and an angel 
had been sent to deliver him from prison. The Holy Ghost had 
come down upon him at Pentecost. But we do not read that he 
enjoyed the same kind, or the same frequency, of communion with 
the unseen world which was given to St. Paul or St. John. There 
is the same shade of difference that we observe in the Old Testa­
ment between Moses and Jacob. Further, it is evident that to St. 
Peter the past would not wear the same colour as to St. Paul. 
He would look back with affection and regret to days spent in 
company with our Lord on earth, and he would look forward with 
intense longing to the time when the Chief Shepherd should reappear. 
The interval would appear to him as a period of loss, of hope 
deferred; and this is exactly what we find in the Epistle. St. Paul's 
past was one of shame ; there was no brightness in it ; and his 
heart swells with a rapture of gratitude when he thinks of his 
deliverance from the city of confusion and house of bondage. 

We need not here dwell minutely on the history of St. Peter 
as it is given in the first twelve chapters of the Book of Acts. There 
he appears for some ten or twelve years as spokesman, judge, leader 
of the disciples at Jerusalem. As occasion served, and the frontier 
of the Church was pushed forward, he made excursions to other 
places. We see him at Samaria, passing through all quarters to 
Lydda and J oppa, and again at Caesarea. After this we read of 
the visit of Barnabas and Saul to Jerusalem, of Herod's persecution, 
of Peter's imprisonment, deliverance, and departure "to another 
place." From this point St. Luke's thoughts are occupied almost 
exclusively with the history of St. Paul. But on three occasions 
we find the two great apostles in actual personal contact. Here, 
then, it becomes necessary to compare the narrative given in the 
Book of Acts with that of the Epistle to the Galatians (Gal. i. 
15-24, ii. 1-IO, 11 sqq.). But let us first grasp firmly the key 
to all the difficulties which may arise. St. Luke is writing as a 
historian ; his object is summa sequi fastigia rerum ; his interest lies 
in the permanent, and specially in the Decree of the Council of 
Jerusalem, which was the first monument of Canon Law, and was 
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unquestionably accepted and obeyed by the Church (Acts xxi. 25; 
Apoc. ii. 14, 20; Eus. H. E. v. 1. 26; Tert. de Idol. x.; Apo!. ix.; 
Clem. Alex. Paed. ii. 1. 8; Didache vi.-I quote this as a fourth 
century authority. The Decree was falling into desuetude in the 
West in St. Augustine's time, contra Faust. xxxii. 13). St. Paul's 
intention, on the other hand, is polemical, autobiographical, and 
apologetic. He wrote in the midst of a very heated dispute which 
touched him particularly. His first object is to show that the 
Gentile Christian ought not to accept circumcision; and, in order 
to establish this first point, he goes on to maintain a second, that 
his own authority is equal, and even superior, to that of St. Peter. 

In St. Paul's account of his first meeting with St. Peter there is 
very little difficulty (Gal. i. 15-24 compared with Acts ix. 19-30). 
St. Luke says that immediately after his conversion St. Paul 
preached Christ in the synagogues at Damascus, and does not 
mention his retirement into Arabia. But we do not know how 
long that retirement lasted, and it was certainly devoid of external 
incident. It was of deep significance in the eyes of the apostle 
himself. When he says "immediately I conferred not with flesh 
and blood" (Gal. i. 16), what he means is that he did confer with 
the Holy Spirit, and did not apply for instruction to the Twelve. 
He looks back upon that time, as St. Augustine remembered 
the days that immediately followed his own conversion, as a period 
of rapid growth and great joy; but he uses it in the Epistle as 
the proof of his independence. It is natural enough that it 
should be passed over in Acts; nor is there any stumbling-block 
in St. Luke's statement that St. Paul "immediately" preached 
Christ. The very day after his baptism the apostle may have 
given "in the synagogues " some explanation of his sudden change ; 
he was a fearless man, and would not shrink from the ordeal of 
publicly resigning his commission from the high priest. We may 
suppose that he did this, and then withdrew for a brief space of 
recollection, before he felt able definitely to advocate his new faith. 
But, in any case, if the retirement to Arabia lasted but a few weeks, 
the word "immediately" may very well pass. A proof of the 
general accuracy of St. Luke's information is to be found in his 
notice of the manner of St. Paul's escape from Damascus, when he 
was let down from the wall in a basket. St. Paul does not mention 
the fact in Galatians, but in another Epistle he incidentally confirms 
what St. Luke tells us ( 2 Cor. xi. 32 ). 

After "many days," the narrative in Acts proceeds (and by the 
vague Hebrew phrase a period of three years is here covered), St. 
Paul went up to Jerusalem, and endeavoured to join himself to the 
disciples. The phrase is a little singular, and seems to imply that 
he did not address himself to the recognised leaders of the Church. 
His advances were niet with great and not unnatural suspicion; but 
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the good Barnabas, who was always merciful and charitable, took 
him by the hand, brought him to the apostles, and acted as his 
sponsor, defending Paul against those whom he had persecuted, as 
he afterwards defended Mark and Peter against Paul himself. We 
learn from Galatians that the particular apostles in question were 
Peter and James the Lord's brother. In Acts we read that St. 
Paul spent some time in Jerusalem, disputing against the Hellenists. 
St. Paul himself says simply that he abode with Peter fifteen days. 
We are to understand, either that he spent a fortnight in Peter's 
house, or that at the end of this fortnight Peter was called away from 
Jerusalem; for Paul's object here is simply to show that his 
personal contact with Peter had been very slender. For the same 
reason he omits to mention the attempt upon his life and his flight 
from Jerusalem (Acts ix. 29, 30), simply informing us that he went 
away to Syria and Cilicia. St. Luke says that he went home to 
Tarsus. The difference in the form of expression may possibly 
imply that Paul used Tarsus as a centre for single-handed missionary 
excursions in the neighbouring regions. It is difficult to suppose 
that he would be idle, and he would hardly have been invited to 
Antioch unless he had continued to display both zeal and capacity. 
From the time of his flight from Jerusalem, St. Paul tells us he 
remained unknown by face ( ~JLYJV &yvoovp,evo~ T<{) 7rpocrw7T''J!, Gal. i. 
22) unto the Churches of Judaea which were in Christ. In other 
words, he saw them no more till his next visit eleven years later; for 
we give the more natural meaning to his "fourteen years," if we 
suppose that here also he is dating from his spiritual birthday. 

So far all is pretty clear. St. Paul had seen but little of St. 
Peter, but what intercourse there had been was not unfriendly, at 
any rate after the first approach. As regards the second meeting 
(Gal. ii. 1-6 compared with Acts xv.) there is much perplexity, 
which we can only resolve by making large allowance for the 
difference of intention which underlies the two narratives. 

The visit to Jerusalem, which St. Paul describes in the second 
chapter of Galatians, has been identified with that incidentally 
mentioned in Acts (xi. 30); but there are many objections to this. 
In the first place, we should be compelled to leave a blank space 
of ten years at least in the apostle's working life. But it does not 
seem at all probable that Barnabas, having once taken St. Paul by 
the hand, would leave him unemployed for so long a time. Again, 
there was at the time no trace of the circumcision dispute; and, 
moreover, we still read of "Barnabas and Saul" at that date. Saul 
was as yet known only as a preacher who was doing good work at 
Antioch, and had by no means that standing which is implied in 
the narrative of Galatians. It is far easier to suppose that St. Paul 
does not mention his second visit to Jerusalem ; and an adequate 
reason for his silence is to be found in the words of St. Luke, who 
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tells us that Barnabas and Saul visited the elders, but does not 
mention the apostles. It was "about that time" (Acts xii. 1) that 
Herod's persecution was in progress, and we can readily imagine 
that the two Antiochene envoys did not on this occasion meet 
any of the Twelve. But, if so, this visit was perfectly immaterial to 
the argument of Galatians, for the object of St. Paul there is to 
reckon up the number of occasions on which he had seen and 
discoursed with St. Peter. 

We shall be on safe ground if we follow Bishop Lightfoot rather 
than Professor Ramsay, and conclude that what we find in the 
second chapter of Galatians is that occasion on which "Paul and 
Barnabas" (no longer "Barnabas and Saul") were sent up by the 
Church of Antioch to attend the Council at Jerusalem. With them 
went certain others; and their journey was a triumphal progress 
through Phenice and Samaria (Acts xv. 3). The question to be 
decided was that of the continued obligation of circumcision, which 
had been causing great trouble. The question had been pushed 
forward not by any of the apostles, but by "certain men which 
came down from J udaea" to Antioch, "certain of the sect of the 
Pharisees which believed" (Acts xv. r, 5), by the Hotspurs among 
the Jewish Christians. These extreme ritualists probably looked 
to James as their leader (Gal. ii. 12). They would be, as often 
happens in such cases, a sore trouble to their nominal chief, whose 
opinions they exaggerated and caricatured. At the same time, 
James would be extremely anxious to retain his hold upon them, 
and not to see them driven into open revolt. Such a position of 
things is always fruitful of grave misunderstandings between the 
leaders themselves. They want to keep together men who are 
pulling in different directions, and they lay themselves open to the 
charges of tergiversation and of disloyalty to first principles. 

According to St. Luke, the two envoys went up to Jerusalem 
by commission from the Church of Antioch; St. Paul tells us that 
he was directed or permitted to go by "revelation," by an imme­
diate communication from the Holy Spirit. The two modes of 
expression are easily reconcilable. A commission from the Church 
of Antioch implied a revelation (Acts xiii. 1); but we may observe 
that here again St. Paul is striking the note of independence. He 
was received with all the respect due to his character, services, and 
position. And yet the tone of his narrative seems to say that there 
was something wanting, something which he does not quite know how 
to express. The main point had been established, yet not quite 
by himself. He had been met by agreement where perhaps he did 
not quite expect it, and he had been obliged to make concessions of 
which he did not quite approve; hence he manifests a certain 
uneasiness lest his authority should have suffered disparagement 
in the opinion of his more immediate followers. For there were 
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jealous eyes and bitter spirits on the watch to magnify and distort 
every point that could be made against him. 

What had really happened we may gather with tolerable clear­
ness by piecing together the accounts given in Galatians and in 
Acts. There can be little doubt that the main business of the 
Council of Jerusalem, like that of all other councils, was transacted 
in committee. St. Paul tells us of the committee ; St. Luke, of the 
general assembly in which formal speeches were delivered and the 
decree was solemnly adopted. 

It seems evident that in this committee St. Paul had been in 
some sense put upon his trial before the twelve apostles: "I com­
municated unto them," he says, "that gospel which I preach among 
the Gentiles; but privately to them which were of reputation, lest 
by any means I should run or had run in vain." He had been 
called upon to state his position before the supreme tribunal of 
the Church, and had received their sanction and approval. 

This seems to be the fact which St. Paul expresses by the 
singular phrase "they added nothing to me," that is to say, "they 
had nothing to teach me." There is an embarrassment, there is even 
a touch of anger in St. Paul's language here (Gal. ii. 6), which seems 
to spring from a mortifying sense that after all he cannot make 
his position quite clear. He had gone to Jerusalem to dictate 
terms, and those from whom he expected opposition had offered 
none. He had gone as the equal of the apostles, and his enemies 
might say that the apostles had tried and acquitted him. There 
had been agreement as to the burn'ing question of circumcision, 
and yet he had been made to feel that between himself and the 
Twelve there existed that difference of principle which, though it 
can hardly be defined, often divides men like a river. 

One of the most difficult sentences in St. Paul's narrative is that 
in which he describes the result of the conference: "James, 
Cephas, and John, who were reputed to be pillars " (here again the 
note of irony is heard), "gave to me and Barnabas the right hand 
of fellowship; that we should go unto the Gentiles, and they unto 
the circumcision." There was a compact, St. Paul says. The field 
of labour was divided. Each party was to take its own way, but 
within its own sphere. 

But how is this to be understood? St. Paul himself constantly 
preached to Jews after this date, and, in fact, never ceased to do so. 
At Corinth he turned away in despair from blaspheming Jews (Acts 
xviii. 6); yet at Ephesus, again, he preached in the synagogue (Acts 
xix. 8), and almost his first act on arriving in Rome was to call 
together the chief of the Jews (Acts xxviii. 17 ). St. Peter, on the 
other hand, visited Antioch; and though St. Paul blamed the 
conduct, he made no complaint of the presence of his brother 

. apostle. St. Peter again, if he had not actually preached in Corinth, 
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which is far from unlikely, had friends there, and a party known 
by his name; yet here, again, St. Paul does not assert that any 
compact had been broken. The brethren of the Lord again were 
known at Corinth; and St. John, perhaps in St. Paul's lifetime, 
exercised authority over the Seven Churches of Asia. Other 
apostles again are connected by strong tradition with Gentile 
Churches. Nor, in the case of Peter and John, can we see any 
reason for such a positive delimitation of the sphere of work as 
seems to be here indicated. Neither of them taught the universal 
necessity of circumcision; both allowed the rite in the case of 
Jewish Christians; St. John (in the Apocalypse), and probably St. 
Peter, admitted a certain precedence of Jew Christian over Gentile 
Christian, and this was in all respects the position of St. Paul 
himself (Acts xi. 2 sqq., xv. 2 I; Apoc. vii. 4, 9; I Cor. vii. 18; 
Rom. iii. r). It was the position of St. James also. But within 
this general agreement in principle there might be, and no doubt 
were, considerable differences in practice. St. Paul obeyed the 
ceremonial Law on occasion (r Cor. ix. 20; Acts xxi. 26), but on 
occasion also held himself perfectly at liberty to disregard it. St. 
James, on the other hand, maintained that the Law was always and 
everywhere binding upon a born Jew (Acts xxi. 20, xv. 2r). It 
followed that, in the opinion of St. James, when Jew and Gentile 
met, they could not eat at the same table. St. Paul held very 
strongly that in such cases the Jew ought to give way. St. Peter 
held that in such cases the Jew might very well give way, but was 
not compelled to do so. This appears to have been the whole 
extent of the difference among the apostles themselves. 

The dispute about the Law was local, transient, and insignifi­
cant. The feeling out of which it sprang hardly existed except at 
Jerusalem; and even there the body of the Church was contented 
with the tolerant Judaism of St. James. They were "zealous of 
the Law," and regarded St. Paul with suspicion, not on account 
of his treatment of Gentile converts, but because they had been 
informed that he taught Jews to forsake Moses (Acts xxi. 20, 21). 

There was, however, a party at Jerusalem who insisted that every 
Christian ought to become a Jew. It existed still in the days of 
Justin Martyr (Trypho, 47), and for a short time maintained an 
active propaganda at Antioch and in Galatia; but their efforts were 
discountenanced by the authorities of the Church, and must have 
quickly died away. Nevertheless Jerusalem was clearly a place 
which required special treatment. The community there was 
almost entirely Jewish, the slightest indiscretion might have caused 
a rupture, and St. Paul was regarded there with jealousy or positive 
dislike. Under these circumstances the most politic course would 
be to make some sort of compact by which Paul and Barnabas 
bound themselves not to preach in Judaea, while James agreed not 
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to preach elsewhere. To this Cephas and John would be assenting 
parties, though the terms did not limit their own personal activity, 
nor, indeed, that of the other apostles. This appears to be the only 
tenable interpretation of the words "that we should go unto the 
heathen, and they unto the circumcision." A necessary article in 
such a treaty would be that Paul and Barnabas should "remember 
the poor." The Jew Christians at Jerusalem would lose all share 
in the distribution of the temple funds, and, if they were not to 
send out collectors of their own, it was imperative that Paul and 
Barnabas should undertake to make good the deficiency. They 
agreed to do so, and subsequent references to the great collection in 
the Pauline Epistles show that their promise was loyally carried out. 

Here St. Paul's narrative breaks off, and to the actual session 
of the Council he makes no allusion. We should know the reason 
of his silence if we knew exactly what had been said against him 
in Galatia. Clearly he is defending himself, not striking at random, 
but replying to particular accusations, or, we should rather say, to 
particular scoffs and insinuations. In regard to the Council itself, 
his enemies had found nothing that they could turn against him, 
and therefore he passes it over. It is not necessary to suppose 
that at this time he felt any difficulty in speaking about the Decree. 
Yet this may have been a further reason for his silence. That 
St. Paul never can have approved of the Decree, that he could 
not on principle regard this, or any other ecclesiastical canon, as 
binding upon the conscience, is certain. At first he appears from 
Acts to have accepted it; though St.· Luke nowhere tells us that he 
personally recommended it. But he ate the meal set before him by 
the jailer at Philippi (Acts xvi. 34) without question, and at Corinth 
he treated the eating of things offered unto idols as a matter which 
the individual must decide entirely for himself ( r Cor. viii.). St. 
Paul's language on this subject cannot have been regarded with 
favour either by the Twelve or by those who in the Gentile com­
munities still looked upon the Twelve as the princes of the Church. 
It is highly probable that it created a new and formidable stumbling­
block in St. Paul's path. The Petrine party at Corinth would 
certainly ask how St. Paul, who was not in the strict sense of the 
word an apostle at all, could thus treat an apostolic decree as a 
mere matter of opinion. That they did so seems probable from 
St. Paul's own words ( r Cor. ix. r-4 ), " Am I not free? am I not 
an apostle? ... have we not authority to eat and drink?" where 
the meaning is, "Because I am an apostle I too can legislate." 
But we can understand how men's minds would be perplexed by 
these conflicting views of duty. We may take as a strictly analogous 
case the rule of fasting communion which makes much trouble in 
our own times. Some regard it as an ecclesiastical rule; some as 
merely an ecclesiastical rule. St. Peter would probably have taken 
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the former view, St. Paul the latter. The distinction is one of those 
that are small to great minds and great to small minds, and will 
serve to show the difference between St. Peter and St. Paul on the 
one hand, and their followers on the other. 

A third meeting between St. Peter and St. Paul is recorded 
in Galatians (ii. r r sqq. ). We may assume with certainty that it 
happened after that which we have just been considering, though 
this has been questioned. It is true that in one place the order 
of St. Paul's narrative is not the order of time ( 2 Cor. xi. 2 3-33), 
but there is no reason for doubting that in Galatians events are 
described in their proper sequence. 

Not long probably after the Council, St. Peter visited Antioch, 
stayed there some time, and was present on more than one occasion 
at the Agape. The Church there was still divided, and separate 
tables were laid, possibly in separate buildings, for Gentiles and 
Jews. At first Peter took his seat among the Gentiles. This was 
what he had done in the house of Cornelius; and it is not easy to 
see how his conduct involved any breach of the recent Decree. 
Shortly afterwards, certain emissaries of St. James came down to 
Antioch, and learning what had occurred, remonstrated with St. 
Peter on his conduct. Their point probably was that the Decree 
was intended only for Gentile Christians, that under it unclean 
meat, for instance swine's flesh, might be set upon the table, and 
that therefore no Jew could be present at the Gentile Agape 
without violating the spirit, if not the letter, of the Decree. Upon 
this St. Peter " withdrew himself" and took his place at the table 
of the Jews, Barnabas and the other Jews following his example. 
This led to a stormy scene. St. Paul reprimanded St. Peter in 
public and in very strong language, charging him with an attempt 
"to compel the Gentiles to live as do the Jews," and with 
"hypocrisy," by which we are to understand not merely vacillation, 
but dereliction of the principles of the gospel. 

Unfortunately we have no other account of this incident, and we 
are left to construct St. Peter's apology as best we can from the 
Book of Acts. But it is evident that there is much more to be said 
in his defence than is allowed even by Bishop Lightfoot ( Galatians, 
"St. Paul and the Three"). In the first place, St. Peter was not 
compelling the Gentiles to live as do the Jews; the question at 
issue was whether Jews ought to be compelled to live as do the 
Gentiles. St. Peter did not endeavour to force one law upon every­
body; on the contrary, he allowed a difft,rence of ritual. He 
shaped his own conduct first by the one ritual and then by the 
other, and this tolerance may be regarded as criminal inconsist­
ency by zealots on either side. Nor is St. Paul himself less incon­
sistent. He circumcised Timothy not because he was obliged on 
principle to do so, but for the sake of expedience (Acts xvi. 3); he 
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tells the Galatians (v. 1-3) that circumcision carries with it the 
obligation to fulfil the whole law; yet he certainly did not regard 
Timothy as bound to observe the law of clean and unclean meats 
( r Tim. iv. 4). Nor can it reasonably be doubted that St. Peter 
held the doctrine of the Atonement in the same sense as St. Paul 
(Acts xi. 17; Gal. ii. 16), or that he regarded his conduct at Antioch 
as not involving any disloyalty to the gospel. Nor, again, can we 
imagine that Barnabas felt that he had done wrong in following the 
example of St. Peter. On the contrary, we may connect this sharp 
altercation at Antioch with another which occurred probably im­
mediately afterwards at the same place, and led to a temporary 
estrangement between Paul and Barnabas (Acts xv. 37-39). If we 
suppose that Mark had openly espoused the cause of his cousin 
in the matter of the Agape, we find at once very serious reason for 
this division. 

It would seem that St. Paul in the heat of the moment did not 
make the necessary distinction between St. Peter and St. James, or 
between these two apostles and that extreme party whom they were 
anxious to conciliate, and against whom he himself had so much 
reason for legitimate indignation. Even at Antioch his position was 
not secure; there was a Jew as well as a Gentile party. The 
question of the hour was not really one of principle but of com­
promise, of policy, of comprehension. The Council of Jerusalem 
had decided that there should be a compromise, with the usual 
result that neither party was satisfi~d. It is true that beneath this 
question of the hour there lay a question of principle, of mysticism 
or disciplinarianism, of the kind and degree of respect due to 
ecclesiastical regulations. We have not settled this question yet, 
and it was not even formulated by the primitive Church. All we 
can say is, that St. Paul was pulling in the one direction and St. 
Peter in the other; that St. Peter was silent and St. Paul protested; 
that St. Paul was right in one sense and St. Peter in another; that 
compromise is necessary to unity, and that, whenever the terms of a 
compromise are called in question, heats and misunderstandings are 
certain to arise. 

St. Paul does not record any other meeting between himself and 
St. Peter. Yet, directly or indirectly, the two apostles came into 
collision at Corinth, also. Whether St. Peter had actually visited 
that city we cannot say with certainty. Yet, not Peter only, but his 
wife also were well known there, and there is ground for thinking 
that both had received pecuniary assistance from the common fund 
of the Church ( 1 Cor. ix. 5). By the time when he wrote to the 
Corinthians, St. Paul had quite made up his mind about the J eru­
salem Decree, and laid down clearly his two great principles, that 
"the spiritual man judgeth all things," and that "meat commendeth 
us not to God." Those who observed precepts and insisted upon 
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rules appeared to him as cherishing needless scruples, as the weaker 
brethren, as the carnal agents of strife and division. Whatever may 
have been the party of Christ (it was most probably composed of the 
advocates of antinomian freedom), we may suppose that that called 
by the name of Apollos, the Alexandrine, was allegorical, and held 
opinions in which mysticism and discipline were combined as they 
are in the Epistle to the Hebrews. The Petrine party we may well 
suppose to have observed the Decree of Jerusalem, and to have 
doubted St. Paul's claim to the title of apostle. Certainly there 
were at Corinth Christians of whom these statements may be made 
with confidence. 

Here we can hardly avoid the question, when St. Paul was first 
recognised as an apostle. We need not ask when he first became 
an apostle. The answer to the question in this shape is given in 
the history of his conversion ( Acts ix. I 5), and his selection by the 
Church of Antioch was only a confirmation of his original divine 
commission. But by what steps did he come to be regarded by the 
Church as an apostle and as equal to the Twelve? Obviously he 
won his way by degrees. Saul does not fill the same place in the eyes 
of men as Paul. Obviously, also, there were for many years those 
who denied his right to be called an apostle ; and it is not necessary 

. to suppose that these were in all cases bitter and fanatical opponents. 
"Apostle" is one of a large class of words which, having origin­

ally been no more than temporary appellatives or descriptions, 
begin in time to denote a fixed rank and authority. All titles 
belong to the same class-duke, count, minister, elder, bishop. 
What is true of one is true of all. They have come to be titles, 
and there are cases in which it is hard to decide whether they have 
as yet become definitely titles or not. 

The way in which the title apostle first came into being is given 
by Matthew (x. 5), Mark (vi. 30), and Luke (ix. 10). Jesus sent forth 
His twelve disciples, and thus they became His envoys, ernis-· 
saries, or missionaries. Matthew and Mark do not use the word 
apostle except on this occasion. John, in his Gospel, exhibits it 
only once, and then in the loose popular sense (xiii. 16). But in 
Luke's Gospel it occurs several times, and in Acts it is the regular 
official designation of the Twelve. It was even thought necessary 
to maintain the exact number of the college by the election of 
Matthias. In fact, after the Resurrection, Envoy has become a 
definite title; it denotes no longer a temporary occupation, but a 
special office. The Twelve are no longer envoys, but The Envoys; 
and there are neither more nor less than twelve, corresponding to 
the number of the tribes of Israel (Apoc. xxi. 14). We have here 
what we may call the official view. At the same time, the looser use 
of the word continued. There were those who "said that they were 
apostles" in the titular sense, though they were apostles only in the 
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occasional sense, and the author of the Apocalypse severely blames 
this misuse of language (ii. 2). 

In the First Epistle to the Thessalonians, the earliest of his 
Epistles, written during his second journey, soon after his arrival in 
Corinth, St. Paul speaks of himself, Silvanus, and Timotheus, not 
in the address, but in the body of the Epistle (ii. 6), as "apostles of 
Christ." Here, apparently, the word is still used in its general 
sense; we might substitute "ambassadors" for "apostles" without 
altering the meaning. Neither Silvanus nor Timothy is elsewhere 
called an apostle ; and there are passages in which it is pretty 
clearly implied that Timothy was not one (2 Cor. i. 1 '; Col. i. 1; 
2 Tim. iv. 5). In all his later Epistles, except Philippians and 
Philemon, St. Paul distinctly claims the style and title of apostle 
for himself in the address. He applies the title also to the Twelve, 
and probably, not quite certainly, to James the Lord's brother 
( Gal. i. 19 ). Some think that he speaks of Andronicus and J unias 
(Rom. xvi. 7) as apostles, but the second name is more probably 
Junia, and the sense is uncertain. In Acts (xiv. 4, 14), Paul and 
Barnabas are called apostles after their commission by the Church of 
Antioch. At an earlier date, St. Luke distinguishes Barnabas (ix. 2 7 ), 
and, at a later date, in the account of the Council, both Barnabas and 
Paul from the apostles (Acts xv.). Nor does St. Paul himself ever 
expressly call Barnabas an apostle (not even in I Cor. ix. 6). Upon 
the whole, it may be said that the title apostle, in the full official sense, 
is not given in the New Testament t~ anyone except the Twelve. 

But in Galatians and Corinthians, St. Paul unmistakably claims 
the title, maintaining his right in the face of all opposition with 
great resolution and not a little warmth. In Galatians he uses 
of the Twelve language which, however measured, is certainly lan­
guage of disparagement. The Twelve are "those who seemed to 
be somewhat," "those who seemed to be pillars" (ii. 6, 9); and in 
Corinthians there are even stronger expressions ( o1 v1r£pALav &1r6a-­
T0Aoi, tf,rwoa1r6a-T0Aoi, 2 Cor. xi. 5, 13), which, if they are not directly 
aimed at the Twelve, certainly glance very near them. In the later 
Epistles, though the old lion is still vexed by opposition (Phil. 
i. 15), the warmth has passed away; his position is adequate to 
his purpose, and there is no more need of self-assertion. 

It seems clear that the period at which Galatians and Corin­
thians were written marks a great change in the attitude of St. Paul. 
Then, for the first time, as he looked round on the success with 
which God had blessed his ministry, he felt the need of openly 
asserting his authority and thus consolidating his work. If we 
could pretend to fix more precisely the date at which he first openly 
asserted his equality with the Twelve, we might place it at that 
moment when he ceased to baptize with his own hands ( 1 Cor. 

· 1. 14-16). St. Peter does not appear to have baptized anybody 
5 
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(Acts x. 48), following in this the precedent set by our Lord Him­
self (John iv. 2). It may be that one of the marks by which 
an apostle was distinguished from, for instance, the deacon (Acts 
viii. 38) was that the former did not personally administer the rite of 
baptism, and that by ceasing to do so St. Paul intended to declare 
his assumption of the apostolic dignity. 

We, who look back upon the history of St. Paul in the light of 
its glorious completion, and whose knowledge of the primitive 
Church is so largely derived from his writings, can hardly grasp the 
fact that, great as he was, there were other figures which in the eyes 
of the first Christians seemed even greater. They were not prolific 
writers; probably they were not eloquent speakers; very likely they 
were not what we should call profound thinkers or ready debaters. 
When St. Peter met Simon Magus, he did not argue with him, 
because he had neither the learning nor the logic for such an 
attempt. All he could find to say was, "Thy heart is not right 
in the sight of God" ( Acts viii. 2 1 ). The Twelve, with the excep­
tion of St. John, were not intellectual, and even St. John was not 
cultivated ; they found and wished for no biographer; their names 
are written on the foundations of the New Jerusalem, but their 
portion has been oblivion, or, at best, a vague and impersonal 
respect among men. Yet the Lord meant them to be, and no 
doubt they were, the great builders of the Church. 

If we had lived in Corinth, if we had been taught to obey the 
Decree of the Council of Jerusalem, and to regard St. Peter with 
the greatest reverence,-and if then we had looked round upon that 
wild sea of spiritual anarchy-for this is not too strong a phrase for 
the condition of that unhappy Church,-what should we have 
thought? No good Christian could be blind to the nobleness of 
St. Paul's character, or would seek to extenuate his magnificent 
services. But might we not have asked in much perplexity what 
precisely were the nature and the reach of his commission? He had 
"seen the Lord"; yet not in the same sense as the Twelve. And five 
hundred brethren at once had also seen the Lord without on that 
account claiming to be apostles. His visions, which are now 
recorded in Scripture, lay at that time between himself and God ; 
yet he was manifestly not working in perfect harmony with the 
Twelve, and he was not upon the Church roll. St. Paul's conduct 
in this last respect was nobly disinterested; yet it might be inter­
preted as implying an unwillingness to come under control, and 
range himself frankly on the side of authority. We cannot imagine 
that all those Corinthians who called themselves followers of Peter 
or of Apollos, were simply dogging the footsteps of St. Paul with the 
malignant intention of making mischief. 

Even to fair-minded men the only positive credential that St. 
Paul could produce was the rich harvest that had followed his 
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labours. Upon this he himself falls back-" The seal of mine 
apostleship are ye in the Lord " ( r Cor. ix. 2 ). But this proof 
would have very different cogency at different times; it would be 
one thing at Tarsus, another at Antioch, another at Jerusalem, 
and another at Rome. It is certain that St. Paul's claim to rank 
on an equality with the Twelve met at first with much opposition, 
down, at any rate, to the date of Corinthians; it is probable that 
even the Twelve at the time of the Council regarded him with a 
certain uneasiness and coolness. Time alone could heal these feel­
ings. It is possible that St. Paul was not generally regarded as an 
apostle, in the eminent sense of the word, till his imprisonment marked 
him out as the most conspicuous sufferer for the Name. Finally, 
his martyr death placed him once for all on his deserved pinnacle. 

Some conclusions of importance may be drawn from this review. 
We have seen that in the earlier chapters of Acts, St. Peter is repre­
sented as constantly on the move. He certainly spent some time 
in Antioch, most likely not very long after the Council. It is 
possible, even probable, that he had been in Corinth, and in Galatia 
he was well known, at any rate by ,repute. St. Paul had treated 
him with great rigour at Antioch, and was not on easy terms with 
him even at the date of Corinthians. There is no evidence that St. 
Peter ever retaliated. In r Peter St. Paul is not alluded to, and 
the personal relations of the two apostles do not assist us in fixing a 
date. In 2 Peter he is mentioned with affection and great respect, 
yet with a certain reserve. . 

It is clear that there was a difference between St. Peter and St. 
Paul, which we may call little or great according to the point of 
view. It was little, because it turned not on dogma but on 
conduct; it was great, because it was a party question. An attempt 
has been made in the foregoing pages to ascertain as exactly as 
possible what was its real nature, and the result appears to confirm 
in substance the conclusions arrived at in the last chapter from s 
comparison of the Petrine and Pauline Epistles. 

§ 8. THE DIASPORA, BABYLON, AND THE ELECT LADY. 

The First Epistle of St. Peter is directed to the elect, that is to 
say Christian, sojourners of the Diaspora, or Dispersion, in Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. Are we to take these 
district names in their official or in their popular sense? Four of 
them are names of Roman provinces, but Pontus is not; and all of 
them except Cappadocia mean one thing in the usage of the 
Roman government, another in the mouths of the people, who 
still remembered the old kingdoms out of which the provinces had 
been carved. Let us see what the difference was. 
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Pontus was the ancient kingdom of Mithridates. The sea­
coast of Paphlagonia, as far as a point a little east of the bay of 
Amisos, belonged in the first century A.D. to the province of 
Bithynia, which, according to Professor Ramsay ( Church in the 
Roman Empire, p. 15), was officially known as Bithynia Pontus. 
The rest of Paphlagonia was given to the province of Galatia, and 
the other regions of Pontus (Pontus Galaticus, Polemoniacus) as they 
fell into Roman possession were assigned in A.D. 63 to Galatia, in 
A.D. 99 to Cappadocia. 

Galatia, another ancient kingdom, was formed into a province in 
B.C. 25. In the first century after Christ the province included a 
great part of Phrygia, Pisidia, Lycaonia, and Isauria; in A.D. 6 3 
it was enlarged by the addition of the Pontine districts already 
mentioned; and from the time of Galba to that of Vespasian it 
embraced also Lycia and Pamphylia. The province of Galatia, 
therefore, was very much wider than the country of the Galatae or 
Gallograeci from which it took its name. 

Cappadocia became a province in A.D. 17, and in the first 
century there appears to be no noteworthy difference between the 
name of the province and that of the old kingdom, though in A.D. 78 
the province was united to that of Galatia, continuing nevertheless 
to retain a separate administrative existence (Ramsay, C.R. E. p. 15). 

Asia was bequeathed to the Romans by its last sovereign, 
Attalus m., in B.c. 133. The province included western Asia 
Minor as far as Bithynia on the north and Lycia on the south. 
Eastwards it included a large part of Phrygia, as far as the frontiers 
of the province of Galatia. The name Asia had also a popular use 
in which it embraced the coast lands of the Aegean, but not any 
part of Phrygia (Ramsay, C. R. E. p. 150). The reader may 
consult with advantage the maps which he will find in Mr. 
Ramsay's book, or in Mommsen, die Provinzen, vol. v. of his 
Roman History. See also Dr. Hort's Excursus on The Provinces of 
Asia Minor included in St. Peter's Address; and Zahn, Einleitung. 

The question arises, then, whether the geographical names are 
to be taken in their stricter official or in their looser popular sense. 
On the first hypothesis, which is maintained by Professor Hort and 
Professor Ramsay, we are confronted by the fact that Pontus was 
never by itself a distinct province, and that the Pontine districts 
already referred to were not included in the province of Galatia till 
A.D. 63. On the second, Phrygia, the great central district of Asia 
Minor, might seem to be excluded; and this can hardly be intended, 
for the bearer of the Epistle could not pass from Cappadocia to 
Asia without traversing Phrygia, where, as we know, there were 
many Christians (Acts xviii. 2 3). But the point is, for our present 
purpose, hardly worth debating, though it may be observed that 
Galatia, coming as it does between Fontus and Cappadocia, must 
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certainly include N.-W. Galatia. Whether St. Peter is thinking of 
the Roman provinces or of the ancient kingdoms, his list of names 
embraces the whole of Asia Minor except the south coast. Lycia, 
Pamphylia, the kingdom of Antiochus and Cilicia seem clearly to 
be omitted; though, as has been observed, Lycia and Pamphylia 
belonged for a time and in a sense to the province of Galatia. 

We have here distinct evidence of a bold and extensive mission, 
larger in scale than any of the journeys of St. Paul. It was not a 
voyage of discovery or conquest, but belonged rather to the 
secondary stage of missionary enterprise. There were Christian 
communities scattered all over Asia Minor-we do no't know how 
many, or at what intervals, or how large. Silvanus is to visit them 
all, in person or by deputy, and to send copies of the Epistle every­
where. The object was to establish and confirm the Churches, to 
bring them into touch, consolidate, comfort them, and so pave the 
way for a further advance. For such a purpose no better Epistle 
could have been written, and it would be largely supplemented by 
word of mouth. 

Another question that has been much discussed is that arising 
from the order in which the countries are named. The list begins 
in a surprising way at Fontus, takes a circular sweep from left to 
right through Asia Minor, and ends where it began. Dr. Hort 
describes, with every appearance of probability, the route intended. 
It would run from some Pontic seaport, through Galatia proper to 
Ancyra, thence to Cappadocian Caesa,rea. Here the traveller would 
strike the great highroad leading westward through Phrygia by way 
of Apamea and Laodicea to Ephesus in Asia. Hence another 
great route would take him northward past Smyrna and Pergamos 
to Cyzicus in Mysia on the shore of- the Propontis, and from this 
town a short voyage would carry him to some Bithynian harbour. 
Or from Pergamos he might strike off to the east up the valley of 
the Caicus, and so reach Bithynia by land. The only difficulty 
lies in the fact that Pontus is selected as the point of departure. 
If St. Peter was writing from Babylon proper, it seems incredible 
that Fontus should have been the first region in Asia Minor to 
occur to his mind; and even if he was writing from Rome, which is 
by far the more probable supposition, it is not easy to see why he 
did not direct his envoy to start from Ephesus. There must have 
been some good grounds for this peculiar arrangement. Dr. Hort 
thought that Silvanus may have found it more convenient to carry 
the Epistle from Rome by sea, and that circumstances unknown to 
us, the opportunity of a good ship or some other reason, may have 
induced him to go first to Sinope, on the Euxine coast. Another 
likely port would be Amisos, from which the merchandise of Central 
Asia was carried to Rome (Ramsay, C.R. E. p. 10). But the 

. personal convenience of the envoy would hardly determine the 
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choice of route. There must have been some further reason, 
though we can only guess what it was. But, if a great mission was 
in contemplation, the movement must have originated in some 
particular Church. The first mission of St. Paul was planned by the 
Church of Antioch, and it is permissible to think that the Holy 
Spirit may have put a similar purpose in the heart of the Pontic 
Christians. If so, they might ver"} naturally apply to St. Peter for 
his sanction and guidance; and, as the scheme was their own, the 
envoy would certainly go first to them. 

The Epistle clearly implies that there were Christian com­
munities dotted all over Asia Minor. \Vhat would be their nature 
and composition? They are regarded as belonging to the Dia­
spora, a word which in its proper sense denotes those Jews who for 
one reason or another were domiciled in foreign countries. They 
abounded in Asia Minor from an early date. Even in the fourth 
century before Christ, Aristotle had met there a Jew who was 
"Hellenic, not in language only, but in soul." Antiochus the Great 
settled two thousand Jewish families from Mesopotamia and Baby­
lonia in Phrygia and Lydia (Jos. Ant. xii. 3. 4). In B.c. 138 the 
Roman Senate wrote on behalf of the Jews to the kings of Per­
gamos and Cappadocia ( r Mace. xv. r 6-24). Agrippa in his letter 
to Caligula (Philo, Legatio ad Caium, 36, Mangey, ii. 587) asserts 
that there were numerous Jewish settlements in Pamphylia, Cilicia, 
and the greater part of Asia as far as Bithynia and the recesses of 
Fontus. Petronius (ibid. 33, Mangey, ii. 582) says that Jews 
abound in every city of Asia and Syria (see Schurer, Jewish People 
in the Time of Jesus Christ, Eng. trans. ii. 2. 2 2 r sqq. ). 

It is possible that around these Asiatic Jewish communities the 
same state of things may have existed as in the Crimea. We have 
a number of inscriptions from Tanais (belonging probably .to the 
second or third century A.D.), emanating from Greek religious 
societies, who worshipped exclusively the Most High God (®dJs 
vi.f;t<J'To, ). The authors describe themselves as "adopted brethren 
worshipping the Most High God" ( d<I'TrOL'JTOl &.8e>-..<f,o, <J'ef36p.evoi 
®eov vi.f;t<J'Tov),-they must have been some kind of proselytes,-and 
as having given in their names to a presbyter (ivypai.f;avns fovTwv 
Ta ov6p.aTa Trept 7rpe<I'/3vTepov)-obviously for the purpose of instruc­
tion. Professor Schi_irer thinks that they were not exactly Jewish 
proselytes, because the communities are distinctly Greek, and 
identify the Highest God with Zeus. It may be that we have 
in these inscriptions merely one of many symptoms of that inclina­
tion to a kind of monotheism which we know to have existed among 
the heathen in imperial times; but as Judaism was strong in 
Panticapaeum and Gorgippia, and had been so for a long time 
before, Schi_irer considers that they are very possibly an indirect 
fruit of Jewish propaganda (Latyschev, Inscriftiones antiquae orae 
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septentn'onalis Ponti Euxini graecae et latinae; vol. ii., inscriptiones 
regni Bosporani, Petropoli, 1890; Schurer in Theologische Litera­
turzeitung, No. 9, 1 Mai, 1897). 

If we may transfer these ideas from the Crimea to Asia, and 
suppose them to have been current in the first century, we may 
imagine the Jews of the Diaspora and their proselytes to have 
been surrounded by a number of hybrid societies, who watched 
their ways and copied their belief and practice without definitely 
breaking loose from heathenism. Indeed, we know that "prose­
lyte" was a term of very loose application. The formal distinction 
between the proselyte of righteousness and the proselyte ·of the gate 
is later than apostolic times. But even in the first century the 
Jewish propaganda was active and widely spread. It desired to 
make of every convert a strict observer of the Law; but it con­
tented itself with accepting from every man as much as he was 
willing to give. There were proselytes who were circumcised and 
obeyed the whole Law. Others kept the Sabbath, fasted on the 
appointed days, burned the Sabbath lights, and observed the 
precepts respecting clean and unclean meats (Josephus, A pion. ii. 
39). Others, again, were united to the synagogue by a still looser 
tie. In Antioch the Jews persuaded a large number of Greeks to 
attend their religious services, and treated them as, in a certain 
sense, a part of themselves (Josephus, de Bell. Jud. vii. 3. 3). 
In this the synagogue resembled the church; the doors stood 
open, and heathen were not only permitted but encouraged to 
attend certain portions of the public worship. Thus every Jewish 
community became the nucleus of a large group of adherents, of 
whom some were converts in the strict sense of the word ; others, in 
various shades and degrees, were partial conformists, allies, interested 
spectators, well-wishers (see Schurer, ii. 2. 305 sqq.). 

Some synagogues probably went over to Christianity in a body; 
in other cases a part would secede, and this part would exhibit a 
vertical section of 1:he parent group from top to bottom. It would 
include proper Jews, half Jews, and a number of persons who, 
though attracted by Judaism, had never definitely adopted its 
tenets or its practices, but hovered on its outskirts. There would 
be no difficulty about the Law. Anyone who chose still to observe 
it in its integrity could no doubt do so, just as anyone was at 
liberty to lead an ascetic life, provided that he did not interfere 
with the liberty of others. But even the proper Jews of the 
Diaspora were thought lax by the Pharisees of Jerusalem, and 
many of their converts and adherents never had professed to keep 
the whole body of the Mosaic ordinances. Baptism would readily 
take the place of that bath which was common in the case of 
proselytes; the Eucharist represented the Passover ; the "blood 

• which was sprinkled" for the proselyte was no longer necessary, 
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because all Christians have been sprinkled once for all with the 
blood of Christ ( r Pet. i. 2 ), and the strict law of meats was 
replaced by the Jerusalem Decree (see Schurer, ii. 2. 319 sqq.). 
Hence (as has been already observed in § vi.) the Church 
appears to St. Peter as a continuous entity; God's purpose seems 
to have grown and widened without any breach of sequence, and 
all the titles, which in old times He bestowed upon the chosen 
people, have passed on in the natural course of things to the 
Christian brotherhood, just as in the history of our own race the 
name Englishman survived the absorption of Danes and Normans 
into the great national family. 

It hardly seems probable that many of the primitive Churches 
were exclusively Gentile, composed, that is to say, wholly of 
brethren who, up to the time of their conversion, had no know­
ledge, direct or indirect, of the Old Testament. On the other 
hand, scarcely any can have been exclusively Jewish, excepting, 
perhaps, that of Jerusalem. In some large towns where Jews 
were numerous, there may have been for a time a double Church, 
as at Antioch. But it is not at all likely that this often happened, 
or that it long endured when it did happen. Generally speaking, 
we must ask not whether a Church was Jewish or Gentile, but what 
proportion the Jews, with their proselytes and allies, bore to the 
rest of the congregation, or, in other words, who set the tone of the 
new religious life at the outset. Even in this shape we cannot 
answer the question with any great degree of precision. 

At what date may we suppose Christianity to have first gained 
a footing in the regions addressed by St. Peter? It is not easy to 
say. We know from Pliny's despatch to Trajan that there were 
many Christians at Amisos, in the extreme north of Asia Minor, 
on the coast of the Black Sea, about A.D. 87. But long before this, 
on the day of Pentecost, we read that among St. Peter's audience 
were people from Cappadocia, Fontus, Asia, Phrygia, and Pam­
phylia (Acts ii. 9, 10). St. Luke can hardly have given this list 
of countries without an ulterior reason; it is probable that he knew 
the work of evangelisation to have begun immediately afterwards in 
all of them. At any rate, among the three thousand souls who 
received baptism at the time of that great outpouring of the Spirit, 
there must have been many who went home and preached their 
new faith. Very much good work must have been done by obscure 
missionaries of whom we have no record at all. By unknown hands 
Christianity had been planted in Rome before A.D. 58, and no 
reason can be given why it should not have taken root in Fontus 
quite as early. Even in N.-W. Galatia, though the region may very 
possibly not have been visited by St. Paul himself, there would be 
no lack of voices to spread the good tidings. Pilgrims, chapmen, 
and traders of all kinds, soldiers, subordinate officials, played a part 
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in the dissemination of the gospel, and there was probably no 
corner of the empire where Christianity had not been heard of 
within a very few years. 

It has been thought surprising that St. Peter should address his 
Epistle to Churches connected, in part at any rate, with the name 
of St. Paul. But we must consider in the first place how small a 
portion of Asia Minor was visited by St. Paul. In Lycia, Caria, 
Mysia, Bithynia, Fontus, and Cappadocia he never set foot. Of 
Galatia and Phrygia, if Mr. Ramsay is right, he touched but the 
southern fringe; and, if Mr. Ramsay is wrong, we do not know at 
all what was the extent of his voyagings. In Asia, of the Seven 
Churches mentioned in the Apocalypse, Ephesus alone is known to 
have enjoyed his presence, though he wrote to Laodicea. We do 
not hear of his working at Miletus, and at Troas he stayed but 
seven days. There are, indeed, large gaps in our information about 
St. Paul. We do not know by what road he travelled from Syria 
to Ephesus at the end of his second journey (Acts xviii. 18, 19), 
or how much is covered by such expressions as "the upper coasts," 
or "all they which dwelt in Asia" (Acts xix. 1, 10 ). Yet much 
must have been left for other hands to do; and there is no reason 
for supposing that it was undertaken exclusively by personal 
adherents of St. Paul, or that the communities were of a specially 
Pauline type. Indeed, even Ephesus was governed, as we know, 
by presbyters; but we could not affirm this fact with confidence of 
Thessalonica or of Corinth. 

And here may be expressed a suspicion that there is more in a 
conjecture of Weiss than has generally been allowed. Why was 
St. Paul forbidden by the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia 
and Bithynia on his second expedition? (Acts xvi. 6, 7 ). The Holy 
Ghost is Wisdom, and there must have been some reason for this 
prohibition. It may have been merely that the providence of God 
was calling St. Paul onwards, to carry the war straight into the 
enemy's country, and advance boldly upon his western strongholds. 
But it may also have been, as Weiss thinks, that other preachers 
were already at work in the forbidden regions, and that it was 
neither necessary nor desirable that St. Paul should direct his 
energies thitherwards. The apostle pas~ed by Mysia, where not 
long afterwards, if the earlier date of the Apocalypse is correct, we 
find the Church of Pergamos. It may have been in process of 
formation at this very time. Nay, if conjecture be permissible, we 
might venture a step further. Even on his first journey, St. Paul 
hurried through Pamphylia without stopping, and did not preach 
in the country, except once at Perga, on his return (Acts xiv. 25), 
though Pamphylians had been present in Jerusalem on the day of 
Pentecost, and the ground was therefore to some extent prepared 
for the seed. Again, it was immediately after entering Pamphylia 
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that Mark parted from St. Paul. The two facts, the hasty advance 
and the return of St. Mark, may possibly be connected, and, if they 
are, we must ask what explanation will fit them both. Considera­
tions of health might conceivably, as Mr. Ramsay urges, determine 
the apostle to press on and leave Pamphylia unworked; but this 
reason, which might have been expressed in two words, is not given 
by St. Luke, and still we are left to wonder why Mark went back, 
why Paul resented his conduct, and why Barnabas excused it. It 
is possible to suppose that evangelists were already at work in 
Pamphylia; that Mark did not think it desirable to interfere with 
them; that, being a young man, he pressed his opinion in a manner 
that might give offence; that Barnabas agreed with Mark in sub­
stance though not in expression, and that Paul yielded and moved 
on to Antioch without delay. 

Upon the whole, it seems tolerably certain, not only that 
Christianity advanced with great rapidity in Asia Minor, but that 
there were many Churches which were not founded by the direct 
personal initiative of St. Paul. It is clear also that the apostle's 
hold upon Asiatic Christianity was neither deep nor lasting. At the 
time when he wrote the Second Epistle to Timothy (i. 15), all the 
Churches of Asia-the province of Asia-had turned away from 
him, though he had still a footing in Ephesus, where Onesiphorus 
remained true. There may have been signs of defection in Galatia 
also, whither Crescens is despatched (iv. 10 ). Yet this cannot have 
been the precise date of 1 Peter, because Mark was in Asia, not in 
Rome, and was in close personal relations with St. Paul (iv. II). 
What conclusions are we to draw? We can but grope our way 
through the dim light. There were probably at a very early date 
Churches dotted all over Asia Minor. Some of them were Pauline, 
some were of another type, which we may loosely call Petrine. 
There was agitation among them, and some passed from the one 
side to the other. To our modern eyes the difference between the 
Mystic and the Disciplinarian seems very great, because it has been 
embittered by the fierce controversies of the last five centuries. 
To St. Paul also it seemed very great. Law, in his eyes, was 
incompatible with mystic freedom, and he united in a very high 
degree speculative keenness and masterful enthusiasm. But did 
it seem equally great to the other apostles, or even to St. Paul's 
own attached followers? The difference as yet existed only in 
germ ; its consequences had not developed themselves. Can we 
not imagine that Mark or Silvanus may have been equally ready 
to take their orders either from St. Peter or from St. Paul. 

Is there any real reason why, if the Pontic Christians had 
planned a great mission or visitation of the Churches, St. Peter 
should not have been asked to write a circular letter which should 
give an authoritative basis to the enterprise? or why Silvan us, if 
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he was not at the time in actual personal attendance upon St. Paul, 
should not have been the envoy? or why St. Mark, if he was at 
the time with St. Peter, should not have been mentioned affec­
tionately in the Epistle? 

Whence was St. Peter writing, and what is the exact place which 
he calls Babylon? Three answers have been given to this question; 
for we may leave Joppa and Jerusalem on one side, though both 
towns have found advocates. Down to the Reformation, Babylon 
was generally understood as here signifying Rome. Since that date 
many commentators, following the lead of Erasmus and Calvin, 
have argued that the name must be taken in its natural sense, and 
that the Assyrian Babylon is intended. Others again, notably 
Bishop Pearson, have advocated the claims of the Egyptian 
Babylon or Old Cairo. We may consider these three views in 
the reverse order. 

Strabo the geographer, who was writing as late as A.D. 18, tells 
us (xvii. p. 807) that the Egyptian Babylon is a strong fortress, 
founded with the permission of the Pharaoh of the time by certain 
refugees from the Assyrian Babylon. "At present," he adds, "it is 
the camp of one of the three corps which form the garrison of 
Egypt." Near it, or round it, grew up a town which is of consider­
able interest in the history of the Coptic Church, of the Arab 
invasion, and of the Crusades. But in the first century it appears 
to have been merely a great military station, the last place where 
we should expect to find St. Peter and his friends (see A. J. Butler, 
The Ancient Coptic Churches of Egypt; Evetts, The Clf,urches and 
lvfonasteries of Exypt; Amelineau, La Geographze de l'Egypte). 

According to the letter of Agrippa to the Emperor Caius (in 
Philo, Legatio ad Caium, 36, Mangey, ii. 588), there were at that 
date many Jews in Babylon of Assyria. Persons from this region 
had been present in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, and it is 
possible that evangelists were at work there not long afterwards. 
But towards the end of the reign of Caius great disasters fell upon 
the Babylonian Jews. Many were massacred; many fled to 
Seleucia and thence to Ctesiphon (Josephus, Ant. xviii. 9 ). If St. 
Peter ever went to the East, it is rather in the last-named city than 
in Babylon that we should expect to find him. Again, tradition 
associates with Parthia the name, not of Peter, but of Thomas, and 
considerable weight may be attached to this fact. Besides, the 
regions beyond Euphrates lay in another world. It is hardly 
credible that one and the same person should have taken an active 
part in evangelising the far Orient, and yet have kept up a close 
connexion with Greek-speaking communities in Asia Minor. The 
earliest Syriac tradition connects St. Peter with Rome, and does not 
mention Babylon (Dr. Chase, article on Peter, in Hastings' Dictionary 
of the Bible). Nor have we the least reason for supposing that 



76 INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER 

Mark and Silvanus ever visited Assyria; indeed, all the probabili­
ties are heavily against it. 

There remains only the third explanation, that by Babylon St. 
Peter means Rome. Down to the time of the Reformation this 
view was universal. It was rejected by the Reformed divines, partly, 
perhaps, because it appeared to favour the Papal claims. But 
among modern commentators it is still the predominant opinion. 

That Rome was commonly spoken of as Babylon by Jewish 
writers of an apocalyptic tinge is beyond question. No one doubts 
what is meant by Babylon in the Book of the Apocalypse. There 
is, indeed, some difficulty in ascertaining the precise date at which 
this metaphor came into vogue. 

Bishop Lightfoot (St. Clement of Rome, vol. ii. p. 492) refers to a 
passage in the Sibylline Oracles (v. 158): Kal <p°Al.[n 1rovrov f3a0vv 
avrriv TE Ba/3vAwva 'Ira>..[a, ya'iav 0' ~- EiVEKQ 1roAAol oAOVTO 'E/3pa{wv 
3.ywi m<Trol Kal vao, M'IJ0ri,. But these particular lines in which there 
is a reference to the destruction of the temple must have been written 
after the time of Vespasian. The same observation will apply to 
a passage in the Apocalypse of Baruch (xi. 1, ed. R. H. Charles, 
I 896), "Moreover, I, Baruch, say this against thee, Babylon : If thou 
hadst prospered and Zion had dwelt in her glory, it would have been 
a great grief to us that thou shouldest be equal to Zion. But now, 
lo, the grief is infinite, and the lamentation measureless, for, lo, thou 
art prospered and Zion desolate." This passage also Mr. Charles, 
the learned editor, assigns to a date after A.D. 70 and before A.D. 90. 
It is obvious that the sack of Jerusalem would bring the name 
of Vespasian into close proximity to that of Nebuchadnezzar, and 
suggest at once the parallel between Rome and Babylon. But 
there is no reason why this comparison should not have been 
vividly present to the minds both of Jews and Christians long 
before the final catastrophe. In the Apocalypse, which was most 
probably written before the fall of Jerusalem, Rome is Babylon, 
not because she has destroyed the Holy City, but because she is 
the mother of harlots and abominations, drunken with the blood of 
the saints (xvii. 5, 6). Such metaphors, or applications of prophecy, 
seem to have been not uncommon among the first Christians; and 
even Jerusalem, "the great city where our Lord was crucified," was 
spoken of " spiritually" as Sodom or Egypt (Apoc. xi. 8). St. Paul 
had called the Holy City "Sinai" (Gal. iv. 25). Such turns of 
speech are very natural, and present little or no difficulty. The 
moment a pious Jew set his foot in the Transtiberine Ghetto, and 
saw with his own eyes the splendour and the vices of the capital, or 
heard of the influence of the " Chaldaean" astrologers, or of the 
blasphemous follies of Caligula, he might very well bethink him of 
Isaiah, and say to himself, "Surely this is Babylon, not Rome." 

It has been urged that to use such a metaphor in the actual 
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dating of an official letter might cause uncertainty and confusion. 
But there is little force in this objection. The letter did not drop 
from the sky, nor even go through the post. It was carried by 
Silvanus, who had come from the place, whatever it was, where the 
author was residing. It is quite possible that there is another 
metaphor in the same verse ( I Pet. v. I 3). For, although the 
Sinaitic MS. and other ancient authorities insert the word £KKA1Jaia 

before uvvEKAEKT'Y/, we may maintain with confidence that the right 
translation of what St. Peter wrote is not " the fellow-elect Church," 
but "the fellow-elect Lady in Babylon greeteth you." But this, 
again, may be a metaphor, for many hold with Bishop' Lightfoot 
that we must see in the phrase a personification of the Church in 
which the apostle was resident at the time. Bishop Lightfoot 
compares the (probably not parallel) use of Kvp{a, 2 John i. 5; see 
Clement of Rome, ii. 491; we may add the Lady of Hermas. 

But it is not necessary to treat the lady also as a figure of 
speech. The sister-wife whom St. Peter led about with him must 
have been a well-known and well-loved personage in many places. 
Clement of Alexandria had heard that she died a martyr death 
before her husband (Strom. vii. r r. 63). There is no reason for 
doubting his story; and, if it is true, it implies that she had been 
not only the companion, but the active assistant of her husband. 
She was one of the heroines of the primitive Church, and would 
hold a far higher position in the eyes of men than Phoebe, or 
Priscilla, or Euodia, or Syntyche, or tl;10se other good women who 
laboured with St. Paul. She may very well have desired to add a 
brief message of Christian affection to her great husband's Epistle. 
Peter, again, was not only a husband but a father {Clem. Alex. 
Strom. iii. 6. 52; Eus. H. E. iii. 30. r); he never mentions 
divorce; he does not appear to have attached any merit to 
celibacy; he seems to have been a typical Hebrew, who looked 
upon married life as the best, happiest, and most blessed condition; 
the Lord Jesus had deigned to visit his wife, and had been good to 
his wife's mother. He would speak of his wife, as Synesius in a 
later age spoke of his, with affection that was not ashamed, and 
knew no reason why it should be ashamed, of expressing itself. 

If we take the word "lady" in a metaphorical sense, we are 
probably sacrificing to mere prudery a noble and distinctive feature 
of St. Peter's character, and losing a touch of nature which speaks 
strongly in favour of the genuineness of the Epistle. "My wife and 
my son Marcus, two persons who are very near and dear to me, 
join in my greeting to you "-this is surely what St. Peter means. 
We must add that the word "lady" is not found in the Greek text. 
Kvp{a may, indeed, be used in a figure of the Church, but what 
St. Peter actually says is "she who is fellow-elect." We may 
supply yvv~, if we please, and even more easily than Kvp{a. Thus, 
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even if Kvp{a in 2 John meant a Church, the case would not be 
parallel. l'v11~ could hardly be used in a metaphorical sense. 

Nothing has been said in the foregoing paragraphs as to the 
authenticity of the address and concluding verses of the Epistle 
which has lately been impugned by Professor Harnack ( Chronologie, 
p. 451 sqq.). A few words on the subject will not be inappropriate 
here. 

Dr. Harnack thinks that the Epistle does not profess to be the 
work of a personal disciple of Jesus, fl,aprv, in v. 1 meaning, not 
an apostle, but merely one who has suffered after the pattern of 
Christ; that it is so saturated with Pauline ideas that it might 
conceivably have been written by St. Paul himself; that it displays 
no personal acquaintance with the life of Jesus, and hardly a trace 
of any knowledge of the gospel; that it describes the state of the 
Church and its afflictions in such a manner that the date may be 
fixed between 83 and 93, but possibly as early as 7 3 or 63 A.D. ; 
that it is the production of some distinguished teacher and con­
fessor; that it was known to Clement of Rome, Polycarp, Papias, 
and the author of the so-called Second Epistle of Clement, but 
not under the name of Peter; that Babylon means possibly Rome, 
but more probably Jerusalem; that it floated about in an anony­
mous condition, till between A.D. 150 and 170 it was seized upon 
by the writer who forged the Second Epistle of Peter and furnished 
with a head- and tail-piece. 

Dr. Harnack admits that the general state of things described 
in the Epistle is such that the date might be fixed without absurdity 
as early as A.D. 63, before the outbreak of the Neronian persecution, 
and within the lifetime of St. Peter. But he maintains that it 
cannot be the work of St. Peter himself, because of its Paulinism, 
of its impersonality, and of the vagueness of its references to the 
Gospels. Hence it becomes necessary a prion· to regard the 
address and subscription as forged ; but Dr. Harnack also finds 
these passages full of difficulty. 

As to the general character of the Epistle, much has already 
been said in the course of this Introduction, and more will be 
added in the Notes. Paulinism is not to be found in the Epistle, 
except in that sense in which Paulinism is identical with Chris­
tianity; the Gospel allusions are more numerous than Dr. Harnack 
is disposed to admit; in a circular letter, written at a very early 
date, there was neither room nor occasion for precise quotation or 
detailed information; and for the note of personality, we should 
look naturally to the beginning and end, which the hypothesis 
requires us to regard as spurious. There are difficulties and 
obscurities, no doubt, but the worst conceivable method of hand­
ling them is to regard them as traces of interpolation or forgery. 
The forger's object is to make things as clear and natural as 
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possible; why, then, should anyone, writing as late as A.D. 160, with 
the Pauline Epistles, if not the Book of Acts, before him, have 
pitched upon Silvanus and Mark, of all people in the world, as 
likely to be in attendance upon St. Peter? The mention of these 
two names causes great perplexity in modern times, and certainly 
could not have caused less in ancient. Further, it is not easy, 
though it is not impossible, to suppose that some unscrupulous 
person first concocted an epistle in the name of Peter, and then 
seized upon a well-known but anonymous ancient document, and 
affixed to it the name of Peter, in order to give some sort of support 
to his own fabrication. If 2 Peter is to be regarded as a 'forgery, it 
is much more likely that what happened was. just the reverse ; that 
the forger found I Peter in existence as we have it, and used it, 
address, subscription and all, as a pattern for his own concoction. 
But, indeed, forgery is even a more dangerous word than interpola­
tion. It is our bounden moral duty to require cogent evidence 
before we charge one who is presumably an honest and sensible 
man with deliberate falsification. For that harmless masquerading 
which we find later on in the Judicium Petri, the Clementine 
Homilies, the Constitutions of the Apostles, or Dionysius the Areopa­
gite, is in the present instance quite out of the question. 

In style, the address and subscription are indistinguishable from 
the body of the Epistle. The language of the address (8iacnropa, 
7rap€'1d8'YJ/Wt, ayta<Tµ,o,, V7I"UKO~, pavn<rµ,6,) paves the way with great 
propriety for the admonitions which follow, and contains a sort of 
abstract or premonition of all that was in the writer's mind. St. 
Clement of Rome, writing about A.D. 95, not only makes use of 
the body of the Epistle, but moulds his own address very closely 
on the address of the Epistle (xapt, vµ,1,v Kat dp~V'IJ 0.7r0 'lT'UVTOKpUTopo, 
®rnv Bia 'l'IJ<rov Xpt<rTov 1T'A'IJ0vv0d'I/: see Lightfoot's note). Dr. Har­
nack's view involves the extremely improbable supposition that this 
form of address was the invention of Clement ; that at a somewhat 
later date it was loosely imitated by Jude ; that half a century after­
wards the forger of 2 Peter, writing with both Clement and Jude 
before him, copied more accurately the Clementine address, and 
prefixed it not only to his own concoction, but to an ancient Epistle 
which he found floating about without a name. It is true that St. 
Clement does not quote St. Peter by name, but it is equally true 
that though, according to Dr. Harnack's Index Locorum, he quotes 
or alludes to twenty-two of the New Testament documents, he no­
where gives the name of his authority. Yet, though he quotes St. 
Paul without naming him, he knew quite well that St. Paul was the 
author of the Epistles from which he quotes (xlvii. 1, ava>..a/3£T£ T~v 
f.7rt<TToA.~v Tov µarnpfov ITaiJA.ov Tov a7ro<TToA.ov), and we may con­
fidently infer that he had the same knowledge in the case of St. Peter, 

There is therefore some internal and strong external evidence in 
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favour of the authenticity of the address. But if the address is 
genuine, no one will care to dispute the genuineness of the subscrip­
tion. The difficulties involved in the latter passage are not of a 
kind that can be regarded as insuperable. 

For the later evidence on the subject of St. Peter's sojourn in 
Rome, the reader may consult the article by Dr. Chase, who has 
marshalled all the statements with great care and lucidity. There 
also will be found references to the literature of the question. The 
only addition which I can make to Dr. Chase's quotations is one 
from Clement of Alexandria, taken from a note in the Codex 
Marcianus (text in Zahn, Forschungen, iii. 70): "Petrus et Paulus 
Romae sepulti sunt • • . Clemens in quinto libro hypotyposeon id 
est informationum." Zahn expresses a doubt whether this state­
ment is really derived from Clement, but gives no reason. It may 
very well be genuine. The fifth book of the Hypotyposes certainly 
contained information about the apostles, as we know from Eus. 
H. E. i. 12. 

§ 9. MARK AND SIL V ANUS, 

When St. Peter despatched his Epistle, Mark and Silvanus were 
in his company. 

Mark is called by St. Paul (Col. iv. 10) the cousin of Barnabas. 
We may therefore with confidence identify him with the John Mark 
of whom we read in Acts (xii. 12). It can hardly be doubted that 
this is the same Mark who was with St. Peter. 

Mark was the son of a woman named Mary, who lived in 
Jerusalem, and whose house was a meeting-place for the brethren. 
Like his cousin Barnabas, he was probably a Levite. St. Peter was 
well acquainted with Mark's mother, for it was to her house that he 
turned his steps on his deliverance from prison. He knew Mark, 
therefore, before St. Paul did ; and when he calls him his son, he 
may mean that he induced Mark to accept baptism, or at any rate 
was instrumental in bringing him to Christ. But the term may 
denote nothing more than close and affectionate familiarity. 

Barnabas and Saul took John Mark with them on what is 
known as the First Mission Journey (Acts xii. 25), as their 
"minister" (inrripfrri,, Acts xiii. 5. E has here ds lltaKov{av, 
evidently wishing to get rid of an ambiguous word). It is not 
quite clear what we are to understand by the word "minister." 
Sometimes, but rarely, it means "a minister of the word" (so Luke 
i. 2; 1 Cor. iv. 1; Acts xxvi. 16: in this last passage it is applied 
by Jesus to St. Paul), but more commonly it is used in the New 
Testament of menials or subordinate officers of an inferior class. 
Possibly Mark went as personal attendant on the apostles, as their 
courier or dragoman ; but for this purpose they would naturally 
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select a fellow-believer who had a gift of exposition, and could help 
in other ways, besides ministering to their comfort, arranging routes, 
and managing business generally. With Barnabas and Saul, Mark 
traversed Cyprus-a country which may have been known to him, 
for it was the native land of Barnabas. But at Perga in Pamphylia 
"John departing from them returned to Jerusalem" (Acts xiii. 13). 
Paul resented his conduct, and when Barnabas proposed to take 
John Mark with them on their second journey (Acts xv. 37), 
objected so strongly that there was a sharp contention between him 
and Barnabas. Finally, the two great friends departed asunder, 
Paul taking for his companion the prophet Silas, while Barnabas 
went with Mark to Cyprus. 

Two questions suggest themselves here. The first is, What was 
the age of Mark at this time ? A worthless tradition, which is 
directly contradicted by the Elder of Papias (Eus. H. E. iii. 39. r 5), 
represents him as having been one of the Seventy. Some com­
mentators in recent times have identified him with the young man 
mentioned in his Gospel (Mark xiv. 5 r ). This, again, is somewhat 
unsubstantial conjecture. But the word "minister" seems to imply 
that he was a novice to mission work, and that he was a young man. 
Though he was cousin, not "sister's son," of Barnabas, he may 
have been many years younger than that apostolic man. 

Again, why did he leave the apostles so abruptly? St. Luke 
makes no comment, and we are thrown back on hypothesis. Yet 
it is clear that the breach was not bet-ween Mark and Barnabas, but 
between Mark and Paul. Barnabas defended him with great 
warmth. The reason for Mark's departure, therefore, can hardly 
have been that his courage failed, or that his health broke down, or 
that he proved incompetent for his office. But if these causes are 
inadequate, what can we suppose but that there was some difference 
of opinion between Paul and Mark which Paul regarded as un­
fitting him for the purpose in hand, while Barnabas, who inclined 
to the party of Peter (Gal. ii. 13), did not. It is not easy to suppose 
that Barnabas, however strong his family affection may have been, 
would have selected again for his helpmate one who could not be 
trusted on an emergency. Nor would Mark himself have been 
willing to renew an adventure of which he knew that he was 
incapable. He ended by going with Barnabas to Cyprus, where 
possibly the dangers were less; but he appears to have been quite 
willing to plunge into Asia Minor, though he must have heard all 
about the sufferings of the previous expedition. Nor is it easy 
to suppose that St. Paul would have still been embittered by a 
failure of courage of which Mark had so evidently repented. It 
seems far more likely that Mark had taken alarm at St. Paul's 
views; that during the interval, probably under the persuasion of 

· Barnabas, he had come to regard the difference as unimportant; 
.. • 6 . 
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and that St. Paul felt rightly, though with some sense of personal 
vexation, that, however slight the grounds of disagreement might 
look to others, they would prevent him from working successfully 
with one who was disposed to criticise and disapprove. Some 
slight confirmation of this view may be found in the fact that the 
companion chosen by St. Paul was Silas, a prophet, and in the 
previous connexion between Mark and St. Peter. Mark is not 
again mentioned in the Book of Acts. 

At a later date, when the apostle's own views were much milder 
and more tolerant than they had been, we find Mark with St. Paul 
in Rome (Col. iv. 10), and contemplating a journey to Colossae. 
Possibly he was not personally known to the Colossians, for the 
apostle adds, "if he come unto you, receive him." It may be that 
St. Paul is here giving Mark an introduction, but we should hardly 
be justified in pressing this sense upon the words. At a later 
date ( 2 Tim. iv. 11) Mark was somewhere in Asia Minor, and 
Timothy is desired to bring him to Rome; for, says the apostle, 
"he is useful to me for ministry" ( EVXP'YJ<TToi;; di;; 8iaK011la11 ). And in 
the Epistle to Philemon (24) we find him in Rome with Epaphras, 
Aristarchus, Demas, and Lucas, the fellow-labourers of St. Paul. 
But we do not know when or how St. Mark first set foot in the 
capital. 

Ancient tradition connected St. Mark very closely with St. Peter. 
Papias stated, on the authority of the Elder (Eus. H. E. iii. 39. 15), 
that Mark had never been a follower of the Lord Himself, but had 
served Peter as interpreter, and that his Gospel represents the 
occasional discourses of St. Peter, which Mark reproduced accurately 
from memory. The Elder, as reported by Papias, does not actually 
mention Rome, and does not say expressly that the Gospel was 
composed after Peter's death, though this is probably implied in 
his statement that Mark wrote from memory. 

Irenaeus, after telling us (iii. r. r) that Matthew wrote while 
Peter and Paul were preaching the gospel in Rome and founding 
the Church, proceeds, "After their death (/[08011) Mark also, the 
disciple and interpreter of Peter, delivered to us in writing the 
substance of Peter's preaching." Clement of Alexandria (in Eus. 
I£. E. ii. 15) affirms that Mark wrote his Gospel to satisfy the 
importunities of the brethren, and without the apostle's knowledge, 
before the death of Peter, and submi.tted it when complete to the 
apostle's judgment. Origen (Lomm. vol. iii. p. 1 ; Eus. H. E. vi. 
25. 5) says that Mark wrote as Peter dictated to him (ws ITlTpos 
V<p'Y}y~<raTo a&ce)- These four accounts, while they differ in details 
and may be independent, agree in bringing Mark into close per­
sonal relations with Peter. Not one of them says in so many 
words that his Gospel was written in Rome, but the language of 
Irenaeus seems clearly to imply this, and it was probably the belief 
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of the other three also. Clement certainly thought that the First 
Epistle of Peter was written from Rome. 

Tradition also taught that, after publishing bis Gospel, Mark 
went to Egypt, there preached the faith, and became first Bishop 
of Alexandria (Eus. H. E. ii. r 6. r ; Epiph. Haer. Ii. 6; Jerome, 
de Vir. Ill. 8). Here in later days his tomb was shown in the 
great church of Baucalis, which stood near the harbour. There 
was, however, an ancient opinion, which has been preserved in the 
heterodox Clementine Homilies (i. 8), that the Church of Egypt 
owed its origin to Barnabas, not to Mark. , 

The Silvanus of Peter has been generally identified with the 
Silas of Acts, the Silvanus of the Pauline Epistles. Like St. Paul, 
he was a Roman citizen (Acts xvi. 37, 38). A foreign burgess 
would have a Roman name borrowed from the personage from 
whom he or his ancestor had received the franchise. Silvanus is 
a well-known cognomen borne by many distinguished families, the 
Ceionii, Granii, Pomponii, and others. See Hoole, The Classical 
Element in the N.T., p. 6r. 

In Orelli there is a long inscription (No. 750) in honour of Ti. 
Plautius Silvanus Aelianus, who was consul suffect in A.D. 45. He 
was a meritorious officer, who stood high in the favour of Ves­
pasian, and had been proconsul of Asia, as Wilmanns thinks, just 
before or just after Silanus, who held the same office in A.D. 54. 
M. Plautius Silvanus (OreJli, No. 622) was consul in B.c. 2, and re­
ceived the triumphal ornaments for serv;ice in Illyricum. L. Flavius 
Silvanus (Wilmanns, Inscrijtiones Latinae, No. 285) was consul in 
A,D, 8r. 

The name Silvanus was also borne by persons of lower station, 
freedmen or dependants of the great houses. Thus (Orelli, No. 695) 
we find a funeral inscription to Silvania Maria, which is dated 
duobus Geminis; this, according to Tertullian, was the year of our 
Lord's crucifixion. Another epitaph ( C. I. L. vol. vi. No. 407 3) in 
the columbarium of the servants of Livia Augusta runs thus: 

M. L1v1vs. S1LVANvs. DECVR. THYMELE. SILVANI. 

This Silvanus was decurion, or head, of one of the numerous 
bodies of officials or servants in the Imperial household. Thy­
mele was probably his wife. Again (ibid. No. 4316) we read: 
A. SILVANIO. 

The name Silvanus or Silvanius was not uncommonly borne by 
persons of the same class to which we may suppose the companion 
of the apostles to have belonged ; and from the name Maria, which 
:in one instance we find associated with it, we many infer that some 
of them were of Jewish parentage. It is particularly interesting to 
find a Silvanus actually employed in the family of the Caesars. 
Here we may possibly discern one of the little links by which 
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Christianity attached itself from the very first to the Imperial court. 
Our Silvanus had certainly namesakes, possibly relatives, among 
that vast body of servants, clerks, readers, physicians, librarians, 
civil and domestic officials, who surrounded the emperor and 
served him in all sorts of capacities, from that of cook to some­
thing very like what we should call a Secretary of State. And it is 
in no way surprising to find him in Rome. 

There can be little doubt that the Silas of Acts is the Silvanus 
of the Pauline and Petrine Epistles, but the relation between his 
two names is not quite clear. The vulgar abbreviation of Silvanus 
would naturally be ~i11./3os or ~i11.ova,. Hence it has been main­
tained that the real name of this apostolic man was the Aramaic 
Sili, which by the addition of a common Greek termination be­
comes Silas; and that Silvanus is not a lengthened form of Silas, but 
a Gentile by-name adopted merely because it was similar in sound 
to the original (compare Joshua, Jason. See Zahn, Einleitung, i. 
p. 23; Deissmann, Bibelstudien, p. 184). If this view is correct, 
the name of Silvanus ceases to have any particular meaning. But 
Zahn does not quite solve the problem. If Silvanus is equivalent 
to Silvas, not to Silas, why, we may ask, did Silas call himself 
Silvanus and not rather Silanus? The same difficulty recurs in 
either case. Again, though Silvas is actually used for Silvanus 
(Zahn cites a <I>,\aovto, ~t11./3ii, from Josephus, Bell. Jud. vii. 8. 1 ), 

it is not safe to assert that the same rule was always observed. In 
these vulgar abbreviations the final -a, represents a large variety of 
terminations; thus we have Hermas for Hermogenes, Epaphras for 
Epaphroditus, Nymphas for Nymphodorus, and so on. Popular 
usage follows very loose rules, as we know from the analogy of 
English pet names. Finally, there is the probability that Silas and 
Silvanus only accidentally resemble one another, that the first was 
the name given to the man by his Hebrew parents, the second his 
name as a Roman burgess and client of a noble Roman house. 
We are left to make the same choice of alternatives in the case of 
a more famous pair of names, Saul and Paul. 

It is probable then that Silvanus or one of his ancestors had 
been manumitted by one or other of the Roman Silvani. He 
appears first as one of the leading men among the brethren at 
Jerusalem, and was one of the delegates appointed to carry to 
Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia the Decree of the Council. He must, 
therefore, have been heartily in accord with the substance of the 
Decree. He was a prophet, meeting St. Paul on this side, and at 
Antioch he exhorted the brethren, probably the Gentile brethren, 
with many words and confirmed them. From Antioch he appears 
to have returned to Jerusalem (Acts xv. 34 is to be omitted), but 
shortly afterwards he was chosen by St. Paul to accompany him on 
his Second Mission Journey. We hear of him for the last time in 



MARK AND SILVANUS 85 

the Book of Acts at Corinth (Acts xviii. 5; compare 2 Cor. i. 19), 
where again, as at Antioch, he appears as a preacher. Silvanus 
also, like Mark, dwelt at first in Jerusalem, and must have been 
well known to St. Peter before he became acquainted with St. Paul. 

This a'ccQunt of Mark and Silvanus enables us to fix with cer­
tainty a prior limit of date for the First Epistle of St. Peter. Mark 
was probably .a novice when first we read of him, and attended 
St. Paul on the First Journey. Silvanus went with the apostle on 
the Second. Hence I Peter cannot possibly have been written 
before the end of the Second Journey. The date of th~ apostle's 
fourth visit to Jerusalem, with which this journey terminated (Acts 
xviii. 2 2 ), is very variously computed from A.D. 49 (Bengel) or A,D. 

5 r (Schrader) or A.D. 52 (Turner) to A.D. 56 (Eichhorn and Ideler). 
The date most in favour is A.D. 54. (See the table in Farrar's Life of 
St. Paul, vol. ii. p. 624.) But all calculations of time for the Book 
of Acts are inferential, and this is probably some few years too late. 

As to the posterior limit of date, there is not the same certainty. 
Reasons have been assigned in a previous section for believing that 
the Epistle was written before the outbreak of the Neronian per­
secution in A.D. 64, but many eminent authorities dispute this 
conclusion. 

Are there any other considerations that will enable us to come 
to a more definite result? 

It has been thought that Mark and Silvanus could not possibly 
have been in Rome, and in attendance on St. Peter, till after the 
death of St. Paul. But, in the first place, there is no reason for 
supposing that St. Peter outlived St. Paul by any considerable 
length of time. Dionysius of Corinth, our earliest authority (Jerome, 
de Vir. Ill. 27, places him under M. Aurelius and Commodus), 
says that the apostles perished "about the same time" (KaTa T<iv 
avT<iv Katp6v, Eus. H. E. ii. 25. 8; Routh, vol. i. p. 180); and the 
natural inference from these words is, that though the apostles may 
not have ended their lives on the same day, their deaths were not 
far separated. But it is surely incredible that, if the Neronian per­
secution were actually raging at the time, and St. Paul himself had 
been slain with the sword not long before, the language of St. Peter's 
Epistle should be what it is. 

Nor can it reasonably be supposed that Mark and Silvanus were 
adherents of St. Paul in such a sense that they could not at any 
time have written and carried a letter for St. Peter, and joined him 
in sending a greeting to the Asiatic Churches. On the contrary, the 
difficulty is to understand how either Mark or Silvanus can ever 
have been thoroughgoing advocates of the distinctively Pauline 
teaching. Let it be remembered that Mark parted from St. Paul 
under painful circumstances at the very outset of the First Journey, 
and that Silas was the chosen advocate of the Jerusalem Decree. 
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The natural inference from such facts as we have is that, till the 
dispute about the law which St. Paul presses so vehemently in 
Galatians and Romans had died down, neither Mark nor Silvanus 
can have been in quite unclouded relations with the outspoken 
champion of Faith against Works. 

There are long blank spaces to be filled up in the history of 
both men. What was Mark doing after he went with Barnabas to 
Cyprus, during St. Paul's Second and Third Journeys, or during the 
imprisonment at Caesarea? Even after this date we catch but a 
few flying glimpses of him; and of Silvanus we know absolutely 

. nothing from the time of his arrival in Corinth. 
Thus we are driven back upon the question of the literary inter­

dependence of the Pauline and Petrine Epistles. According to most 
scholars, the Petrine Epistle is later than Romans (A.D. 58) or 
Ephesians (A.D., 63). In the view of others it is later than any of 
the Pauline Epistles; indeed it has been supposed to borrow from 
almost every book in the New Testament. 

The evidence, both linguistic and doctrinal, has been considered 
in previous sections, and it does not appear to point to any definite 
conclusion. 

Mark and Silvan us may very well have been together in Rome 
at any time after the Second Mission Journey. But at what 
date can we suppose St. Peter to have been in the city with 
them? 

This is a question which cannot be answered with certainty. 
Lipsius maintained that St. Peter never visited Rome at all. Of 
late it has been generally allowed that the evidence on the other 
side is too strong to be rejected. But the tendency is to place St. 
Peter's arrival in the capital as late as possible, towards the end of 
St. Paul's first imprisonment, at the end of A.D. 63 (Dr. Chase) or 
in the beginning of A.D. 64 (Bishop Lightfoot). 

Both these dates rest upon the assumption that, if St. Peter had 
visited Rome at any earlier time, the fact must have been mentioned 
in the Book of Acts or in the Pauline Epistles. But it can hardly 
be said that the silence of either of these authorities amounts to 
negative proof. In Acts, St. Peter disappears from the scene alto­
gether after the Council of Jerusalem. St. Luke must have known 
much about the apostle's later movements, but for some reason or 
another he did not see fit to say a single word upon the subject. 
The silence of St. Paul affords an extremely difficult problem. St. 
Peter had certainly visited Antioch, but St. Paul only mentions the 
fact incidentally, and with a polemical object. Dr. Harnack thinks 
it highly probable ( Chrono!ogie, p. 244, note) that he had also been 
in Corinth ; but we cannot gather this with certainty from the words 
of St. Paul. He may have preached in Galatia also; but this again 
we can only suspect. As to the origin of the Church in Rome we 
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are left to grope in the dark; but questions arise to which we must 
not too readily assume an answer. 

A Church had been founded there many years before (Rom. xv. 
2 2 ), not by St. Paul, and had attained some considerable dimen­
sions. Whom would these believers be so anxious to see as Peter, 
whose name must have been familiar to them from the day of their 
conversion? Who was that " other man" upon whose foundation 
the Roman Church was built? (Rom. xv. 20). Why, again, does St. 
Paul, writi11g to a Church that he had never seen, enter so fully and 
controversially into questions which had probably never been heard 
of in Rome? for the Jews of Rome, when he came there a's a prisoner 
five or six years later, knew "no harm" about him (Acts xxviii. 21); 
and, though these Jews were not Christians, they could hardly have 
spoken thus, if the Pauline view of Law had been debated among 
their compatriots in the city. Or what was that spiritual gift which 
St. Paul desired to impart at Rome (Rom. i. 11 ), if not prophecy, 
the essential mark of difference between Pauline and Petrine Chris­
tianity? The Epistle to the Romans is, in fact, an Apologia, and 
seems to imply the pre-existence of that form of doctrine which we 
find in the First Epistle of St. Peter. And this mode of opinion 
continued to be actively taught in Rome during St. Paul's first 
imprisonment, as we may gather from Philippians (i. 15-18). Pro­
fessor Harnack thinks it not impossible that St. Peter may have 
paid a visit to Rome even under the reign of Claudius, that is to 
say, before A.D. 54 ( Chronologie, p. 244, note); and certainly this 
opinion is not untenable. · 

In any case, if we place the e11d of Acts and of the first im­
prisonment of St. Paul in A.D. 58,-the opinion of Eusebius, which 
has of late received the powerful support of Blass and Harnack,­
there is a space of some six years before the outbreak of the N eroriian 
persecution, in A.D. 64, during which we know nothing of Mark and 
Silvanus, and very little of St. Paul. There is no reason against our 
assigning the First Epistle of St. Peter to this interval of time. If 
the Epistle does after all, as many think, display an acquaintance 
with Romans and Ephesians, the fact would be thus accounted for. 
If Mark made his first acquaintance with Asia Minor immediately 
after the date of Colossians, we should be able to explain how he 
comes to be mentioned. Time would be allowed for the growth of 
the numerous Christian communities implied in the address of the 
Epistle, and also for the wakening of hostility among the Gentiles, 
who, though not yet quite prepared for measures of bloody repres­
sion, were evidently fast moving in that direction. 

On the whole, therefore, it seems the most likely supposition 
that the First Epistle of St. Peter was written between A.D. 58 and 
A.D. 64. 



NOTES ON THE FIRST EPISTLE OF 
ST. PETER. 

The Title. In the oldest MSS. the Epistle is headed Ilfrpov a· (B), 
or Ilfrpov bru,ToA~ ii (~ A C). In Greek cursives we find Ilfrpov 

0 \ ' , • \ , ( • \ ' , ) ~ ' , ' ,, Ka O1\lK'YJ 7rpWT'YJ E1t'UJ'TOl\'YJ or E'ffUTTOl\'YJ 7rpWT'YJ ; TOV aywv a7rOCTTOI\OV 
Ilfrpov f.1t'tCTTOA~ a: L has f.7rtCTTOA~ Ka0oAtK~ ii. 'TOV aylov Kal 
7ravrncf,~µov a1roCTT6Aov Ilfrpov. The Codex Amiatinus gives epistula 
Petri prima ; the Codex Fuldensis, Petri epi'stula ad genies, so 
Junilius and Cassiodorus (in Westcott, Canon, Appendix D); 
Tertullian, Scorpiace 12, quotes the Epistle as Petri ad Ponticos. 

I. I, 2. The Address. The ordinary type of the address of 
a Greek letter is that found in Acts xxiii. 26, KAav8M Aw{a, 
T'f' KpaT[CTTC';! ~yeµ6vi <l>~AtKt xa[pnv: cf. 1 Mace. x. 18, 25, xi. 30, 
xii. 6. Xa[pnv was felt to be objectionable by some of the religious 
heathen; thus the author of the third Platonic Epistle prefers £1j 
1rp&.TTew, on the ground that joy or pleasure befits neither man nor 
God. But the old heathen formula was at first used even in 
apostolic letters. We have an instance in the address of the letter 
which enclosed the Decree of the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 
xv. 23), and another in that of the Epistle of St. James. 

To the name of the writer is naturally added his title. In 2 and 
3 John we find simply o 7rpe<T/3vnpos: in James, 'I,faw/30, ®eoi) Kat 
Kvp{ov 'I'YJCTOV XptCTTOV 8ovAos: in 1 Peter, Ilfrpos a7r6CTTOAos 'I'YJCTOV 
XptCTTOV : in 2 Peter, -:2,{µwv IllTpOS 8ovAos Kal a7r6CTTOAO, 'I'YJCTOV 
XpLCTTOV: in Jude, 'l'YJCTOV XptCTTOV oovAos a.8EAcf,os OE: 'IaK,J,/3ov. The 
usage of St. Paul varies. In I and 2 Thessalonians the names only 
are given ; in the polemical Epistles, Romans and Galatians, he 
defends and explains his right to the title of apostle ; in I and 
2 Corinthians, Ephesians, Colossians, 2 Timothy the words oia 
0eA~µaTos ®wv are added with the same purpose ; in I Tim. we 
have KaT' ,1riTay~1, ®wv added; in Philippians he calls himself oovAor; 
XpiCTrov 'I'YJCTov (like James, Jude); in Titus, Romans, both oovAos 
and a.1r6CTroAos (like 2 Peter); in the pathetic Epistle to Philemon 
the phrase he selects is ol<Tµws Xpi<Trov 'I'YJCTov. 

The name of the addressees is sometimes given quite simply, as 
by James, by St. Paul in Philemon, Galatians; but generally a few 
words descriptive of their Christian character are added, and these 
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are often very significant of the leading thoughts in the writer's 
mind (1rape1r[8YJp.Ol in I Pet.; KA'YJTOl a:ywi in Rom., 1 Cor~; aywi 
KUL 7rLU'TOi in Col. ; aya1rw, a,;\~0ew, 2 and 3 John). 

The heathen xa{pHv becomes the Christian xdpi,. To this is 
naturally added the Jewish Peace ( 1 and 2 Pet., 2 John, all the 
Pauline Epistles), and often Mercy (2 John, 1 and 2 Tim., Tit.), or 
Love (Jude has mercy, peace, and love). 

We are not to suppose that St. Paul set the pattern for all these 
addresses; this is extremely improbable. No one man creates 
epistolary forms. 

Ignatius still uses the old heathen xalpnv, except in ·Philad.; 
and Barnabas begins his Epistle with xa[peu. 

nlTpos. The apostle's name was Simon (properly Simeon). 
Our Lord gave him the surname of Cephas (John i. 42 ), which 
signifies a rock or a stone. What our Lord meant was no doubt 
"rock" not stone, firmness not mere hardness (Matt. xvi. i 8); but 
the Greek noun 1rfrpa is feminine, and when used as the name for 
a man necessarily takes the shape of IIfrpo,. Our Lord always 
addresses the apostle as Simon except Luke xxii. 34, where Peter 
seems to be used with reference to the meaning of the name (in 
ver. 31 we find " Simon, Simon" ; in Matt. xvi. 18, again, Peter is 
an appellative, not the mere name). The apostle is called Simon 
(Symeon) also by his brother apostle St. James, Acts xv. 14, and 
by Mark and Luke before the Mission of the Twelve. John calls 
him indifferently Simon Peter or Peter. Simon Peter is found 
also Matt. xvi. 16; Luke v. 8; 2 Pet. i: 1 ; "Simon who is called 
Peter" occurs in Matt. iv. 18, x. 2, and four times in Acts (x. 5, 
18, 32, xi. 13); all these last occur in the story of Cornelius; 
possibly in his Hebrew original St. Luke found the name Simon 
and added the other words. Even in the Gospels, Peter is the 
name generally used, and in Acts it is employed throughout with 
the few exceptions that have been noted. St. Paul generally speaks 
of"Cephas," r Cor. i. 12, iii. 22, ix. 5, xv. 5; Gal. i. 18, ii. 9, u, 14 
(though he uses Peter in ii. 7, 8), and we may infer that this title 
was current in the Church of Jerusalem where St. Paul first met the 
apostle. Some have supposed that St. Paul uses Cephas with a 
polemical intention, to remind his readers of the compact referred 
to Gal. ii. 9; but probably it was his habit. The older Syriac 
versions of the New Testament, the Curetonian (with the recently 
discovered Sinaitic of the Gospels) and the Peshito, render Peter 
sometimes Kepha, sometimes Simon Kepha, and sometimes Simon. 
Peter is found Acts i. 13; 1 Pet. i. 1. Evidently Simon and Kepha 
were the common usage in the second century in the Aramaic 
countries. Elsewhere Simon went rapidly out of use, and Cephas 
was preserved only by the same archaeological interest which clung 
to Talitha cumi, as the exact words used by our Lord. See Hort; 
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Zahn, Einleitung, i. 2 1, ii. 60 ; Chase on "Peter" in Hastings' 
Dictionary of the Bible, vol. iii. p. 7 5 6 ; Plummer on Luke vi. 14. 

tK>..eKTo~s irapeirL8~fl,OLS 8taa,ropas. "To the elect sojourners of 
the Dispersion": the omission of the article appears here to have no 
significance. See Introduction, § 2. There is no verb to govern the 
dative, cf. Rom. i. 7; 2 John 1-3. It is better to take lKAEKTo'is as 
an adjective, though the R.V. appears to render it as a substantive. 
Those to whom the apostle writes are chosen by God, elect (ylvos 
lKAEKTov, ii. 9, from Isa. xliii. 20). St. Peter does not use the 
Pauline KA'YJTo{, nor does he expressly distinguish KaA.e'iv from 
tKAeyecrOai. Election does not carry with it the final salvation of 
the individual (iv. 15-19). God must guard them (i. 5); but, if 
they resist the devil and remain solid in the faith, He will make 
them perfect and establish them (v. 9 sqq.). There has been no 
change in the counsels of God. Israel has not been rejected. The 
Church is still the Church of old; but the vision of the prophets has 
been realised, and whosoever will may enter in. 

Elect, in fact, means simply Christian. What the apostle is 
thinking of is corporate citizenship among the elect people; the 
individual elements of the new life are faith and obedience. 

In St. Matthew (xxii.) all are "called," but many do not accept 
the invitation; some accept, but have no wedding garment; many 
are called, but few are elect (cf. Matt. xxiv. 22, 24, 31; Mark xiii. 
20, 22, 27; Luke xviii. 7). John does not use KaA.e'i:v in this sense, 
nor KA'YJTos, nor lKA.EKTos in his Gospel, but in the Apoc. xvii. 14 we 
have KA'YJTot Kal lKA.EKrot Kal mcrro{ as different names for the same 
thing. In the Synoptical Gospels, the Pauline Epistles, and the 
Apoc. elect denotes personal, not corporate election. It is true, as 
Dr. Hort remarks, that " the preliminary election to membership of 
an elect race does not exclude individual election," and we cannot 
reconstruct St. Peter's theology with precision from two short 
Epistles. Nevertheless, so far as he has explained himself, he 
appears to mean that the individual is called into the elect society. 
Certainly he attaches more value to the corporate life, as regards 
both growth in knowledge or faith and the efficiency of sacraments 
( <rwtn /3a.1rTL<rµa, iii. 2 l ), than St. Paul does. 

The word 1rapE1rt8'YJµos occurs twice in the LXX. Gen. xxiii. 4, 
1r11,potKOS Kat 1rape1r[8'Y/µos lyw eiµi µe0' vµwv: Ps. xxxviii. (xxxix.) 13, 
6Tl 1ra.potKOS t:yw Elµt lv rii Yii Kal 1rape1r[8'Y/µos Ka0ws 7r0.VTES oi 
1rarJpes µov. These two passages were before St. Peter's mind both 
here and i. 1 7, ii. 11. In the former, Abraham speaks of himself to 
the sons of Heth as a stranger and sojourner among them ; in the 
latter, the same figure is used of man who has on earth no abiding 
city, like the patriarch who sojourned in the land of promise as in 
a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles (Heb. xi. 9). He is an 
exile from heaven, his true home. We must not take the word 
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here in its secular political sense, though this would be very applica­
able to the Jews of the Diaspora, who were exiles from Jerusalem, 
dwellers in a foreign land. For an instance of this use see Justin, 
Apo!. 67 (Otto, p. 188), -ro'i:, 1rape1ri8~µoi, otcn tlvoi,, of strangers 
who are stopping in a town but do not possess a permanent 
domicile there, and examples from the papyri are given by Deiss­
mann, Bibelstudien, p. 146, Eng. trans. p. 149. 

The Christian is chosen and called by God (the choosing pre­
cedes the calling) to leave his earthly father's home. The call 
makes him a pilgrim ; henceforth he journeys by slow stages, 
through many dangers, towards the far-off promised' rest. The 
pilgrim is sustained by faith in the unseen, by hope, godly fear, and 
the love of Christ; he is always a babe (ii. 2); he tastes of joy, 
but only as the wanderer drinks of the brook by the way. It is 
the same conception of the Christian life that we find in Hebrews. 

In this tone of hope deferred we may find a characteristic note. 
St. Peter had walked with the Lord on earth in close personal 
union, and must have felt the Ascension as a bereavement. St. 
Paul had never known the Lord in the flesh, but after the Ascension 
had been delivered by a vision from bitter spiritual struggles. To 
him naturally the sense of joy and freedom, of being here and now 
actually in the Kingdom, was far more than to St. Peter. 

On the Diaspora and the local names, see Introduction, § 8. In 
the address of the Epistle of St. James the Diaspora seems to 
include Christian Jews only. Here it embraces alike Gentiles or 
Jews. There is no difference at all; 'all titles and prerogatives pass 
on from the Church of the fathers to the Church of Christ. There 
has been evolution, but no breach of continuity.· 

Ka-ro. 'll'poyvwcrw ... 'lr,crou Xplcr-rou. The three clauses are strictly 
co-ordinate in the construction, but the order of the whole sentence 
is loose, and the precise connexion of these words has been 
disputed. 

The general and preferable arrangement is to take them with 
£KA£K-ro'i,-" Elect according to foreknowledge," etc. ; this gives 
perfectly good sense; the only difficulty is that we should have 
expected £KA£K-ro'i, to be placed after Bi0vv{a,. The Greek com­
mentators Cyril, Theophylact, and Oecumenius take them with 
&1rocr-ro>..o,. This increases the difficulty arising out of the order of 
the words, and is open to a further objection, that, whereas St. 
Paul feels it necessary to justify his claim to the title of apostle, no 
such necessity would be felt by St. Peter. Hence we should not 
suffer ourselves to be influenced by the supposed analogy of the 
Pauline addresses. 

The three clauses give the three Names and three functions of 
the Trinity (the arrangement of the Names is not significant). Ka-ra. 
1rpoyvwcriv: the Father (Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, i. 3; 
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our Father, i. 1 7) has the attribute of foreknowledge ; on this 
election depends. Foreknowledge includes foreordaining (i. 20, 

ii. 8), but St. Peter does not use the words 7rpoop{(nv or 7rpo0nn,. 
He speaks quite simply as a devout Jew, and the metaphysical 
difficulty does not affect him at all. The problem of predestination 
is suggested in St. John's Gospel and discussed by St. Paul; in 
both cases it arises out of the rejection of the gospel by the mass 
of the Jews. It may be that St. Peter had had good success among 
his countrymen, or that he wrote before it became evident that as a 
nation they would prove refractory. See note on ii. 8. 

lv ayuu1µcii nvEuµaTos. "In (or by) sanctification of the Spirit." 
Compare 2 Thess. ii. 13, on elAETO vµas O ®eos a7r' apx_ris eis (TWT'Y}p{av 
EV ayta(TµC) IIvevµaro,;; Kal 7r{(TTE! aAYJ0efas. It has been supposed, 
without reason, that St. Paul means "sanctification of your spirit." 
In any case the collocation of the three Names, Father, Spirit, 
Jesus Christ, shows that this cannot be the meaning here. Further, 
St. Peter does not use 7rvevµa in the sense of the spiritual faculty of 
man, as distinct from his reason or emotions. See Introduction, 
p. 40, and note on iii. 4. 

Foreknowledge is the condition, Sanctification is the atmo­
sphere, or perhaps rather the instrument, of the elect life. We may 
translate w either " in " or "by means of" ; the latter, Hebraistic, 
use of the preposition is very common in the New Testament. See 
Blass, p. 130. Holiness is the attribute of God in whom is no 
stain of evil, either in thought or in deed : the Spirit, by the act of 
sanctification or hallowing, imparts this divine attribute to the 
Christian society, consecrating it, setting it apart, calling it out of 
the world, devoting it to God, and furnishing it with divine gifts 
and powers. 

Sanctification leads to, results in ( Eis) obedience, and sprinkling 
with the blood of Jesus Christ. 

Obedience is obedience to the law of God, faithful service, 
righteousness, by virtue of which men are just. In the address 
of Romans (i. 5), St. Paul speaks of kaKo~ 7r{(Trews, but in quite a 
different sense. What is meant there is "obedience to faith," 
acceptance of the gospel of Free Grace (cf. Rom. xvi. 26). 

pavnaµov. "Sprinkling" is a sacrificial word, and, as the result 
of Sanctification and Obedience, can here mean nothing but the 
means by which we are brought into real spiritual conformity to 
the Death of Christ ; it conveys to the believer those divine gifts 
which are the fruit of that Death. What this conformity and these 
gifts were in the mind of St. Peter we shall gather from later 
passages. 

pavri(eiv occurs Heb. ix. 13, 19, 21, x. 22; pavn(Tµ6,, Heb. 
xii. 24. It is by "sprinkling" that the merits of Christ's Death 
are transferred to the " brother." The idea is foreign to St. Paul, 
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but recurs in Barnabas viii., o1 pan{tOJ1ns ?Tat8Es or EvayyEXicrap,Evoi 
~P,lV T~V r'J.<J,ECTtV TwV aµ,apnwv Kal TOIi ayvicrµ,ov TY}S KapUas-the 
?Tat3Es, it is added, are the twelve apostles. 

St. Peter is here alluding to some passage or passages of the Old 
Testament, but to which? 

Dr. Hort insists that the reference must be to a passage in 
which the sprinkling of persons with blood is combined with the 
distinct mention of obedience. The only passage which fulfils 
these conditions is "the sprinkling which formed the ratification of 
the covenant between Jehovah and His people through the media­
tor Moses, as described in Ex. xxiv. 3-8." This, however, is too 
logical. A reference to the passages in Hebrews will show that 
many different sprinklings were in the mind of the writer of that 
Epistle, and the same is no doubt the case with St. Peter. If we 
consider the use which our author makes of Isa. liii. we may even 
find here an allusion also to Isa. lii. 15, where _Aquila and Theodo­
tion have "sprinkle many nations" (paVTtEt). See Cheyne's note 
on this passage. 

The obedient are "sprinkled with the Blood of Jesus Christ." 
If we are to lay stress upon the order of words, "sprinkling " cannot 
here mean Forgiveness or Reconciliation, which is the effect of the 
Blood in Rom. v. 8-10. Here the "sprinkling," following obedi­
ence, seems to impart the spirit of readiness, not so much to do 
God's will as to suffer for Christ's sake. This is the highest stage 
in the progress of the Christian life oµ earth. 

Throughout this Epistle the writer dwells so constantly upon the 
sacrifice of the Cross that the Blood of Christ can mean nothing 
else than His Death and Passion. Bishop Westcott will not allow 
this ( The Gospel of Creation : Additional notes on I John i. 7 and 
on Heb. ix. 12). "The Blood (Hebrews, p. 294) represents the 
energy of the physical earthly life as it is. . .. The Blood poured 
out is the energy of present human life made available for others." 
Death (p. 298) "was the condition under the actual circumstances 
of fallen man, whereby alone the life of the Son of Man could be 
made available for the race ... Thus Blood and Death correspond 
generally with the two sides of Christ's work, the fulfilment of the 
destiny of man as created, and the fulfilment of this destiny though 
man has fallen. The first would have been necessary even though 
sin had not interrupted the due course of man's progress and 
relation to God." 

The question whether the Incarnation was contingent or neces­
sary was first expressly raised in the twelfth century by Ruprecht of 
Deutz (see R. L. Ottley, Incarnation, ii. p. 202; Dorner, ii. 1. 322, 

366), but it does not arise here. Nor will any Christian deny that 
Christ gives Life, or that the Life is intimately connected with His 
human and divine personality. The points which arise from the 
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text of I Peter are : ( r) what is the meaning of the words " the 
Blood of Jesus Christ" ; and ( 2) whether the apostle finds any 
distinct value in the Passion, considered as Death and not as Life. 

(I) Much importance has of late been attached to Gen. ix. 4, 5, 
Deut. xii. 23, where the blood is regarded as the seat or ground of 
animal life in man or in the brutes, and on that account might not 
be drunk. The reason of this prohibition may have been that the 
nature of the brute was supposed to pass into him who drank its 
blood, or rather that blood was the favourite beverage of demons 
and false gods (Ps. xvi. 4, see Dr. Cheyne's note ; the "hard gods" 
of the Greeks were blood-drinkers, Aesch. Choeph. 577, 'Epiv~s 
••• /1.KpaTov aTµa 1rfrTai). Demons and ghosts were supposed to 
derive physical vigour from the blood which they lapped (Hom. Od, 
xi. 36, 95, 152, 232). 

Whether in ancient Hebrew belief the blood-soul possessed 
moral and intellectual as well as merely physical faculties, it would 
be hard to say. The prohibition of the drinking of blood seems to 
imply a purely physical conception. But it comes from a time 
when the immortality of the soul was not clearly believed, and 
psychology did not exist. Dr. Liddon remarks (Epistle to the 
Romans, p. 76) that in Scripture, though blood and soul are com­
bined, blood and spirit never are. Indeed, the blood-soul is hardly 
compatible with the image and likeness of God (Gen. i. 26), or with 
the breath of God which makes the soul live (Gen. ii. 7). In early 
Greek psychology Empedocles invested the Homeric blood-soul 
with the power of thought (arµa -yap &.v8pw1rots 7r£ptKap8i6v £(TT£ 
vo'Y}µa, in Stob. Eel. Phys. i. I026; see Ritter and Preller, § 177); 
but this fancy, though it was not forgotten (Arist. de Amina, 2; 
Bekker, p. 405b; Cic. Tusc. Quaest. i. 9. 19; Virg. Georg. ii. 484), did 
not find favour with philosophers or with religious men. Strangely 
enough it was adopted by the materialist Tertullian (de Anima, 15; 
see Oehler's note). But it was not seriously taken by the heathen 
world, nor is it of any moment except for the archaeology of the 
Bible. By the Rabbis the blood-soul, the Nephesh, was dis­
tinguished from Ruach and Neshamah as uapf, tfrvx.1, ?rV£vµa 
are distinguished by Philo (see Gfri:irer, .fahrhundert des Heils, ii. 
58 sqq.; and Siegfried, Pht!o, p. 240). 

The Blood then appears to signify the Life only, or mainly, in a 
peculiar and limited sense. But the common phrase the blood of 
Abel, of Naboth, of the saints, unquestionably denotes the death of 
the persons indicated. 

In the New Testament, if we take Apoc. v. 9, lucf,a-y'Y}, Kal 
~-yopauar; T<p ®£<p lv T<p aZµaTl uov: Acts XX. 28, T¥ £KKA7Ju{<iv TOV 
Kvp[ov (®wv) ~v 7r£pt£7rO£~UaTO 3ia TOV aiµaTor; TOV lUov: Col. i. 20, 
dp7JVO?rOt~ua<; 3ia TOV a'lµaTO<; TOV UTavpov a~ov: or Rom. v. 8-10, 
where XpiuTor; &.1rt8av£v answers to 3iKatw0~vai lv T<p aiµan avTov, or 



CHAP. I. VERS. I, 2 95 

KaTaAAay~rn.t Sia TOV 0anfrov avrov, while ~ tw~ aVTOV corresponds to 
uw0~vat a1ro r~,; opy~-., it seems evident that where Ransom, Pur­
chase, or Reconciliation are in question, the Blood of Christ means 
His Passion. In other connexions than that of the Atonement 
there can be no doubt that aip.a means death and not life. See 
Matt. xxvii. 24, 25; Acts v. 28 (where the Blood of Christ is 
spoken of by Pilate or the Jews); Matt. xxiii. 35; Luke xi. 51; 
Acts xviii. 6, xx. 26; Apoc. vi. 10. 

As regards the Eucharist, Christ's Blood is called the Blood of 
the New Covenant, Luke xxii. 20; 1 Cor. xi. 25, 26; and here 
again the phrase is explained of the Death by St. Paul and in 
Heb. ix. 16, 17. 

One aspect of the Eucharist is that of a feast upon a Sacrifice 
(John vi., probably; 1 Cor. v. 7, x. 20, 21; Heb. xiii. 10). Here 
Christ becomes our Food, filling us with new life, and for this 
purpose commands us to do what the old worshippers were forbidden 
to do. Here not the Blood alone, but the Body and the Blood, are 
a symbol of life, in so far as they are a symbol of the Incarnation. 
Yet the two are separate as in Death; the remembrance of a Death, 
and of a particular kind of violent Death, is forced upon us as of 
primary significance. The Death is more than an accident of 
Christ's Humanity ; it makes the Christian life, let us not say 
available, but possible. 

(2) The material cause of Atonement under the law was the 
blood-soul: Lev. xvii. r r, "For the life of the soul is in the blood; 
and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for 
your soul ; for it is the blood that maketh atonement by reason of 
the soul." The blood-soul of the victim was destroyed in sacrifice. 
What made atonement for the worshipper was not the abiding life, 
but the innocent death and unmerited suffering of the victim. That 
the Blood of Christ was united to a perfect human and divine con­
sciousness seems to make no difference as regards this particular 
point, though the fact vastly enhances the efficacy of the Cross in 
other respects. We can hardly understand 1 Peter without attri­
buting to the author the belief that suffering is distinct from 
obedience, and that innocent, cheerful suffering has in itself a 
power for good, for ourselves and for others. In other words, that 
it is an expiation, and moves the mind both of God and of man. 
But this will appear more clearly as we come to the passages in 
question. 

These three clauses are expanded in the following verses 
( 1rp6yvwui,;, 3-r 2 ; ayiaup.6-., I 3-r 7 ; and the afp.a Xpiurov, inter­
woven with ayiaup.6-. and v1raKo~, 18-25). Indeed, the whole 
Epistle is a commentary upon them. It is exceedingly difficult to 
see any foundation for Dr. Harnack's suspicion that the Address is 
a later addition to the Epistle. 
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xupic;. See i. ro, 13, ii. 19, iii. 7, iv. ro, and Introduction, p. 39. 
Elp~v'IJ, For the use of this word in the address of a letter, see 

2 Esdr. iv. I 7, KaL a7r(CTT£tA€V () /3aCTiA.d8 1rpo;; 'PEovµ. ••• elp~v71v. 
In the addresses of the letter of Nebuchadnezzar and Darius, Dan. 
iii. 31, vi. 25, we have dp1vri vµ.1,v 1rA710vv0E{71. The same verb is 
added in 2 Peter and Jude ; in Clem. Rom. i. ; Polycarp, r ; Mart. 
Polyc. r ; Const. Apost. i. 1. The expression is borrowed from 
Daniel, but I Peter is probably the original of all the other uses. 

3. e&>..oy'l)r6c;. The blessing of God immediately after the 
address appears to have been a regular formula in Jewish letters; 
see Introduction, p. 16. There is therefore no sufficient reason for 
supposing that St. Peter is here imitating 2 Cor. or Eph. Dr. 
Hort notices that "thanksgiving ( d,xaptCTTw, in 2 Tim. xapiv lxw) 
stands for blessing in the corresponding place of St. Paul's other 
Epistles, except Gal., 1 Tim., Titus." Similar blessings are found 
in the Old Testament, especially in the Psalms (Gen. ix. 26; Dan. 
iii. 28; Ps. lxvii. (lxviii.) 20; cf. Luke i. 68). They are of essen­
tially Hebraistic type ; instances of their use in the temple worship 
are given in Lightfoot's Horae Hebraicae on Matt. vi. 13, and they 
are very common in Jewish prayer-books (see F. H. Chase, The 
Lord's Prayer in the Early Church). The form is rare in the 
liturgical portions of early Christian literature; but see the Liturgies 
of Clement, St. James, and St. Chrysostom (Brightman, Lz"turgies 
Eastern and Western, pp. 19, 32, 341). Dr. Hort observes that 
in the LXX. e11Aoy71ro, is nearly always used of God, EvAoy71µ.lvo;; 
nearly always of men, adding that the distinction exists only in 
the Greek Version, the same Hebrew word being found in all 
cases. E11Aoy71ro;; means rather "worthy of blessing" than blessed, 
benedicendus rather than benedictus ; but the distinction is late and 
artificial, and has not been preserved in Latin or in any modern 
Western language. Indeed, what the Septuagint translators wanted 
to bring out, the difference between the natural excellence of God 
and the derived excellence of man, is hardly capable of expression 
in a single word. God is always blessed, because He is perfect, 
and all creation praises Him; if man were dumb, the stones would 
cry out. Man is only conditionally blessed, by God or by his 
fellow-men. But, as blessing is an act and as such contingent, we 
may raise the question whether blessedness is an attribute or an 
accident of the divine perfection, and upon this depends the 
further question whether we are here to supply i<Tr{v or et71. 

c'i 0eoc; Kal 'll'«~p. " The God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." See 2 Cor. i. 3, xi. 31 ; Eph. i. 3; Rom. xv. 6. For the 
phrase God of Jesus, cf. Matt. xxvii. 46; John xx. 1 7 ; Eph. i. 1 7 ; 
Heb. i. 9; Apoc. i. 6, iii. 2, 12. It will be observed that the 
phrase is found in the same Gospel in which we read "the Word 
was God." It may be explained by reference to "the days of His 
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flesh," Heb. v. 7 (where the writer is thinking of our Lord's prayer to 
the Father in the Garden of Gethsemane; see Westcott's note there), 
but St. Peter does not feel it necessary to give any explanation. 

Tou Kupfou 'ljfJ-wv is a translation of the Aramaic Maran (1 Cor. 
xvi. 22) or Marana. The title is one of great interest and import­
ance, but its history involves much difficulty. The dpi£ by which 
the disciples addressed Christ in His lifetime appears generally to 
stand for Rabbi or Rabboni (the Ribbon of the Targums); these 
words actually occur in Matt. xxiii. 8, xxvi. 25, 49; Mark x. 5 I ; 

John xx. I 6. Rabbi (=my great one) does not mean teacher, 
though, as an expression of extraordinary respect, it was given to 
teachers of great eminence; but the evangelists use oioa<rKaAos as 
its equivalent (Luke six times renders it by i1n<rraTTJ,, Matthew 
once by Ka0YJYYJT~,, xxiii. 10). By what title the disciples generally 
spoke of Christ to other people, or to one another, is less clear ; but 
if we compare Matt. xxi. 3, o Kvpws al!rwv XP£{av (XH, ,vith Matt. 
xxvi. 18, o oioa<rKaAos >..iy£i, this also may have been Rabbi. 
Dalman, however, thinks that Maran was used in these cases. Of 
the evangelists, Matthew never calls Jesus o Kvpws; Mark never, 
except in the disputed last verses, xvi. I 9, 20 ; Luke eleven times 
(see Plummer, p. xxxi, and on v. 17); John five times, iv. r, vi. 23, 
xi. 2, xx. 20, xxi. I 2. 

Maran could hardly have come into general use after the Resur­
rection, unless it had been employed on occasion before that date; 
and in the Gospels we can distinguish several groups of instances 
where it is more likely to be the word represented by Kvpws than 
Rabbi. The first is to be found in what we may call the Hymns 
of the Nativity in St. Luke's Gospel, i. 43, 'Y/ fl,'IJTYJP rov Kvpfov µov: 
ii. 11, <rwr~p os i<TTL Xpi<rros Kvpws. The second is connected with 
the mission of John the Baptist: Matt. xi. 10; Mark i. 2; Luke 
vii. 2 7' we read 'Ioov, iyw &.1ro<TTEAAW TOV ayy€ADV f1,0V 1rpo 1Tp0<TW1TOV 
<rov (Ma!. iii. I has 1rpo 1rpo<rw1rov µov). The Lord, therefore, before 
whose face John the Baptist was sent, is identified with Christ, cf. 
Luke i. 76 ; and probably the words of Isaiah, "Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord," Matt. iii. 3; Mark i. 3; Luke iii. 4; John i. 23, 
are understood by the evangelists in the same sense. A third meets 
us in the accounts of the miracles in St. Matthew, Kvpi£, v1e t::.a/3{0; 
xv. 22, XX. 30; or in Luke v. 12, Kvpl€, €0.V 0i>..vs, Ovva<ra{ f1,€ 
Ka0apl<ral : v. 8, :t€A0€ &.1r' lµov, OTl &.v~p aµaprw.\.6s dµi, Kvpl€ 
(this passage in which "Lord" is contrasted with "sinner" is 
particularly noticeable); again, in Mark vii. 28, where it may be 
observed that the vocative Kvpi£ does not occur elsewhere in Mark's 
Gospel, except as a variant in ix. 24, in the account of another 
miracle. A fourth is found in the parables of J udgment, Matt. 
xxiv. 42, xxv. II, 37; in the last passage He who is addressed as 
Kvpi£, had just been described as /3a<rLA£vs. A fifth, again, after the 

7 
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Resurrection, Matt. xxviii. 6, l0£T£ Tov T61Tov 67Tov :K£lTo o Kvpw, 
(words of the angels): Luke xxiv. 3, To crwp,a Tov Kvp{ov 'I1Jcrov: 34, 
01/TW\; 'YJYEP0'Y/ 0 Kvpw, : John xx. 2 8, 0 Kvpi6, p,ov Kal O ®£6, p,ov : 
xxi. 7, 12. 

Mari (my Lord) or Maran (our Lord) is a title of high dignity. 
It is applied in Daniel to Nebuchadnezzar and to God. In the 
Syriac versions of the Old Testament it represents the Hebrew 
Adon or Adonai, and is used of Abraham, of the king, or of God. 
In the Syriac of the New Testament it is used of Pontius Pilate, 
Matt. xxvii. 6 3, and of Christ wherever Kvpw, occurs in the Greek. 
Immediately after the Resurrection it appears to have been in 
general use among those Christians who spoke Aramaic ; and there 
is little doubt that the title was addressed to, and accepted by, 
Christ in His lifetime. Dalman says that after the Resurrection 
Christ declined the Rabboni of Mary and approved the o Kvpw, 
Kat o ®£6, of Thomas; and this was probably the sentiment of the 
Church. Maran has a considerable range of meaning. If we 
suppose it to have been the word actually employed in the third 
and fourth groups, it is connected with deep moral awe, super­
natural power, and the quality of Judge; the last meaning att1tches 
to it also in I Cor. xvi. 22. That it was so employed is rendered 
probable by the fact that in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. vii. 
2 r, 2 2) Christ not only accepts the title Kvpw,, but connects it 
with the power of the Name, in particular with prophecy and with 
the casting out of evil spirits. Compare Matt. x. 24 sqq. ; John 
xiii. 13, where also He accepts the title, and distinguishes it from 
oioacrKaA.o, or Rabbi. In the first and second groups it comes very 
near to Jehovah. The Hymns of the Nativity appear to be taken 
from a Hebrew document which is probably the oldest source ot 
St. Luke's Gospel. . St. Luke regarded them as contemporaneous 
and authentic. Professor Blass (Philology oj the Gospels, p. 57) 
thinks that the Gospel was written before the spring of 59; and it 
may be surmised that these Hymns were in existence before the 
Crucifixion, for they still speak of Messiah as a conquering Prince 
(Luke i. 7 r, 74). At any rate, the identification of Christ with the 
Lord before whose face John Baptist was sent, appears to have been 
made by Jews, and, probably, by Jews of Jerusalem. 

From the Gospels we may infer that Maran was often used even 
before the Resurrection, that it was sanctioned by Christ Himself, 
that it carried with it certain superhuman associations, and that it 
was connected with the power of "the Name." It would bear 
different senses to different persons at different times, and its full 
force is not reached before John xx. 28. In Acts "the name of 
the Lord," "the name of Jesus," "Lord," "the Lord," are hardly 
distinguishable; and here we are still among Hebrew Jews, so that 
heathen usages can have had little or no influence. The same thing 
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is true of the Epistles of the Hebrew St. Paul, who goes so far as 
to say that there is "one Lord" (1 Cor. viii. 6; Eph. iv. 5). We 
are not to suppose that the apostles identified Christ with Jehovah; 
there were passages which made this impossible, for instance, Ps. 
ex. r ; Mal. iii. 1, and, in later writers, Gen. xix. 24. It was God 
who gave Jesus "the Name which is above every name" (Phil. 
ii. 9), who "made" (not "hath made," as R.V.) Jesus Lord (Acts 
ii. 36). In both places the human appellation "Jesus" is used of 
Him who was thus exalted. But passages which belong to Jehovah 
are frequently interpreted of Christ. "The Father" always and 
"God" generally retain a distinct meaning, but "Lord,,, has practi­
cally ceased to do so. The early Church, in fact, interpreted strictly 
the words of Christ. The Son reveals the Father, and to Him 
belongs all Revelation, whether of the New Testament or of the 
Old. It is easy to see how Sabellianism arose out of the New 
Testament, though the present passage, among many others, forbids 
that mode of interpretation. See for this subject Dalman's Die 
WorteJesu. 

e>..eos. The God and Father, in accordance with His abounding 
mercy, begat us anew, regenerated us, became for a second time our 
God and Father. In St. Paul's eyes also the admission of the 
Gentiles (Rom. xi. 30-32, xv. 9), and of Jews and Gentiles alike 
(Eph. ii. 4, 5), into the Church is due to the rich mercy of God. 
But there is a difference to be observed. In the Pauline passages 
God has mercy upon the infirmity of t,he human will, which cannot 
satisfy the law of works. Hence He provides a better way, the 
gospel of free grace. St. Peter's meaning is that God has compas­
sion on our misery. Hence He gives us a gospel, which tells us 
that suffering is the road to glory. The mercy is the simple human 
sympathy of Christ, who would not send the multitude away fasting, 
because He had compassion on them (Matt. xv. 3 2 ). 

dva.yevv~cra.s. The verb occurs as a doubtful variant in Sirach, 
prol. 20, avayn1J11J0ets KaT' Ai"yV1ITov (A B have 7rapayev110ets eis). 
'Avaylvv1]fJ"lS is found in Philo, de incorr. mundt~ 3 (ii. 490), of the 
rebirth of the physical world. Later the term renatus is used of 
those who have received the baptism of blood in the Taurobolium 
(Hort refers to Orelli-Henzen, 2352, 6041), or have been initiated 
in the mysteries of Isis, Apuleius, Metam. xi. 26. It was probably 
borrowed 'by the New Paganism from Christianity. In John iii. 3 
many ancient authorities take av1JJ0ev to mean "again," and Dr. 
Westcott thinks this the correct translation. Irenaeus, referring to 
John iii. 5, uses avayevv110fi for yevv110fi (Stieren, i. p. 846), possibly 
only by a slip of memory; but the Old Latin and Vulgate have 
renatus fuen·t. See Tischendorf's note. There is no good reason for 
thinking that avayevv110ii was found in any Greek MSS. of John. 
In later times &.vayevvav is commonly used of baptism (Justin, Apo!. 
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i. 51; Clem. Hom. xi. 26; see Suicer, s.v. 'Avaylvv-qcn,), and we need 
not doubt that the word is taken from 1 Peter. But it was suggested 
to St. Peter by the saying of our Lord recorded by St. John, and 
goes to show that c'1.vw0ev really does mean "again," and not "from 
above." 

ds i>.:rr(8a. twaa.v. The first result of the new birth and the first 
characteristic of the new pilgrim life is Hope (the anchor of the soul, 
Heb. vi. 19). Hope is living (cf. i. 23, ii. 4, 5), not merely because 
it is active {lwv yap O ,\6yo, TOV ®eov KUl lvepy~., Heb. iv. 12 ), nor 
merely because it is a hope of life, but because it is divine and 
eternal, given through the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead, and 
bound up with His eternal life. Cf. John iv. ro, vi. 51 ; Acts vii. 
38; Apoc. vii. 17, and the fine lines of Sophocles, Ant. 456 sq., ov 
yap TL vvv ye Kax0l,, a,,\,\' ad 71"0TE tii TaVTU KovBd. o!Bev u 6TOV 'cf,av-q. 

4. ds KXripovol-'-Cav. The pilgrim's hope is further defined by its 
object, the inheritance, or rather the paternal estate, the patri­
monium, not the hereditas. Dr. Hort notes that the Hebrew words 
chiefly represented by KA'YJpovoµ{a in the Old Testament denote, not 
hereditary succession, but "sanctioned and settled possession," and 
is inclined to doubt whether any idea of futurity is implied in St. 
Peter's phrase. Even in Greek KA'YJpovoµ{a means a property already 
received as well as one that is expected. But in the present passage 
the KA'YJpovoµ{a is kept for the believer, not on earth, but in heaven, 
and is another name for that salvation which is ready to be revealed. 

The patrimony, the kingdom, may be spoken of in different 
ways. In part it is already present, in fulness it is yet to come. 
To some the present joy seems far more than to others, as to St. 
Paul (Col. i. 13; 2 Cor. iii. 18), or to St. John (iii. 36); but even 
the most enthusiastic spirits feel at times as a heavy burden the 
imperfection of the present, and in St. Peter this is the dominant 
key. We must therefore hold firmly to the future sense here. The 
pilgrim, stranger, sojourner, sees in hope the Promised Land, but 
sees it afar off, and his prayer is "Thy Kingdom come." 

The patrimony is c'1.cf,0apro,, &µ{avTO<;, aµapavro<;. ~ Acf,0apro<; 
means incorruptible, immaterial, spiritual, eternal. 'Aµ{avro<; (in 
Hebrews, James, Wisdom, 2 Mace.), incapable of pollution. Cf. 
Apoc. xxi. 27 for the sense; for the word, Lev. xviii. 27, lµiav0'YJ ~ 
y~-the land was defiled by the abominations of the Canaanites. 
'Aµapavro<; (in Wisd. vi. 12; here only in New Testament), of a 
flower that never fades. Dr. Hort thinks that c'J.cf,0apro<; means 
"never ravaged by a foe," but gives no instance of this use of the 
word. 

TETTJPTJfJ-EVTJV. "Which hath been (and is) kept in heaven for 
you" (et<; vµa.<; = vµ,v: cf. Luke xv. 22, ho8~µara et, TOV<; 1r68a.). 
Those who regard the KA'YJpovoµ{a as present in fruition (as Dr. Hort 
and von Soden) must translate "until you" - kept until your 
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appearance but now bestowed. But this sense appears to be 
foreign to our passage, and "until you," for "until your days," is 
a very singular, if not impossible use of the preposition. Ovpai•o'is, 
"In heaven" : the plural has no more significance here than in the 
Lord's Prayer, Matt. vi. 9. There may be a reminiscence here of 
the Book of Enoch xlviii. 7, "And the wisdom of the Lord of 
spirits hath revealed him to the holy and righteous, for he pre­
serveth the lot of the righteous": lviii. 5, "And after that it will be 
said to the holy that they should seek in heaven the secrets of right­
eousness, the heritage of faith" (see notes in Mr. Charles'. edition). 

5. TOO!, iv 8uvaJJ,H eeou cj,poupou,...lvou<;; 8u1 ,r(aTEWS, "Who in (or 
by) the power of God are guarded by faith." <'Ppovpetv means "to 
keep a city safe with a garrison." Here faith is the garrison which 
keeps the soul ( or the Church) safe till its Lord comes and raises 
the siege. Cf. Phil. iv. 7, where the heart is guarded or garrisoned 
by "the peace of God." 

On St. Peter's conception of faith, and its difference from that of 
St. Paul, see Introduction, § 6. There is no word as to which it is 
more important not to read the thought of the one apostle into the 
language of the other. Faith here, as in Heb. xi., is the power by 
which we grasp the unseen realities, the conviction that God is, 
that He is a Rewarder, and that His reward far exceeds the troubles 
of this life. It is " firm trust in God in spite of suffering : the 
salvation of his soul the Christian will receive only as TE.Ao, T~, 
7rl<J"TEw," (Kiihl, von Soden). It produces "endurance to the 
end," unshaken by offences, false prophets, or lawlessness, Matt. 
xxiv. 10-13; by it we resist the devil, and the 7ra0~µam which he 
brings against us ( r Pet. v. 9 ). There are several points of import­
ance. In St. Peter's mind faith is not the faith of Abraham only, 
but of Moses; it does not justify or save, but is the condition of 
righteousness and salvation (see especially iv. 17-19); it is not so 
intimately connected, as by St. Paul, with love and knowledge, 
carrying with it only the germ of both, and hence it lends itself 
more easily to the notions of authority and discipline. Its object 
is God, but God is seen without rather than felt within. This has 
been called an attenuation (Entleerung) of faith; and certainly it 
differs widely from the Pauline idea, leading to a different practical 
shaping of the Christian society, as was seen, though not quite 
distinctly, by Clement of Alexandria and Origen. But when it is 
called an attenuation, it is implied that it is not an evangelical view 
of faith; and this is highly questionable. It will be observed that 
much of the element of futurity attaches to faith itself; it is largely 

· faith in the distant and as yet unknown; hence it is intimately 
related, as in Hebrews, to hope. 

aWT'IJpla.v. Salvation or rather Deliverance, another aspect of 
that patrimony which is the object of Hope; in Heb. i. 14 we read 
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Tovs 1-d.>..>..ovTas KA.YJpovoµE'iv a-wrYJplav. Salvation itself is here re­
garded as future, and this is the general sense ( a-wrYJp{a is not used 
by St.John except iv. 2 2 and in Apoc. ). In the Gospels a-cf:,tEiv means 
to deliver (a) from danger, Matt. viii. 25; John xii. 27; (b) from 
disease, Matt. ix. 2 r ; John xi. r 2 ; (c) from the condemnation of 
God, Matt. x. 2 2, xxiv. 1 3 ; ( d) from the disease or danger of sin, 
Matt. i. 2 1 ; and one or other of these senses attaches to the verb 
wherever it recurs. In the present passage it is used of the great 
final deliverance, not from the wrath of God (Rom. v. 9 ; cf. also 
1 Pet. iv. 18), but from the siege of Satan, from persecution and 
sorrow. 

The Deliverance is ready to be revealed in the day when Jesus 
Christ Himself will be revealed (i. 7, 13). The epithet "ready" 
introduces a consoling thought, reminding them how short a time 
these sufferings will endure (the End is not far off, iv. 7), and that 
the Deliverer stands waiting for them. 

EV Kcupc:) eaxarc:i, "In the last time." The exact phrase Kaipo<; 
la-xaTos is not elsewhere found. In St. John's Gospel we find Jv rii 
Ja-xa.771 ~µIp<[, (vi. 39, and in five other places): in Acts, Jv ra'is ~µlpais 
Ja-xarais (ii. I7, from Joel iii. r ): in J as. v. 3 and 2 Tim. iii. r, iv ~µlpais 
Ja-xarais (from Joel, or, as Dr. Hort thinks, from Prov. xxix. 44): in 
Heb. i. 2, br' la-xarov TWV ~J1,€pwv: in 2 Pet. iii. 3, t1r' Ja-xarwv TWV ~JJ.,€pwv: 
in Jude r 8, br' la-xarov XPDVOV : in I John ii. r 8, la-xarYJ Jpa. The 
Last Day is the Day of Judgment; the Last Days, Time, Hour·are 
either the age of the Christian dispensation or that portion of it 
which lies nearest to the End, when the signs of the Parousia are 
beginning to show themselves. Either the first or the last of these 
meanings must be that of St. Peter. He may mean "in the last 
time," that is to say, in the Day of the Parousia. Kaip6s means 
not "time " but " the time," the fit or appointed time or season for 
some particular thing, whether it be a period or a moment. It 
might be used quite correctly of the Day of J udgment, and this is 
not an impossible explanation here.. Many commentators, however, 
regard the phrase as meaning "in the last days," in the time of 
darkness and suffering. The Parousia puts an end to the suffering, 
but, coming suddenly, may be said to come in the midst of it all. 
Upon the whole this appears to be the best explanation. Dr. Hort 
translates "in a season of extremity," & la-xaTos Kaip6s being used 
in Polybius and Plutarch for "the direst peril." But in all the 
analogous New Testament phrases la-xaros means simply "last in 
order of time," and the absence of the article cannot be pressed. 

6. iv~ a.yaA>..t&uBe ... 1mpaup.o'ic;. "In which ye exult, though 
just now for a little while ye were grieved, if need were, by manifold 
trials." 'Ev must here be temporal, as in iv. 13 below; cf. Ps. cxvii. 
(cxviii.) 24. 'Aya>..>..iaa-0ai & in the sense of to exult at or over is 
not found in the New Testament (in John v. 35, &yaUiaa-0~vai iv 
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T<p cf,={, the preposition has its local sense "in the light," and the 
same observation applies to the reading of D in Luke x. 2.1 and to 
iv. 13 below), though it must be admitted that xa{pnv lv is some­
ti'1les used for "to rejoice at," Luke x. 20; Phil. i. 18; Col. i. 24; 
see Blass, p. 118. The antecedent is best found in Katp0 foxar'{). 
"In the last days" the brethren exult because their sufferings are 
so nearly at an end, and deliverance and glory are so near. Com­
pare Luke xxi. 28, &.pxophwv Bi rovrwv ylvefr0ai (when the troubles 
that precede the end show themselves) &.vaKvtf;an Kat l-1rapan Tos 
KE<paAo.<; vp,wv· 8t6rt lyy{(et ~ &,,,roAvrpwfrt<; vp,wv: Matt. V. l 1, I 2, p,aKapio{ 
£(,TE, omv ovn8{(,WfrlV vp,ar; KaL 8uI,twfrtV • • • xa{pen KaL &.yaAAtafr0£" 
OTt O p,tfr0o, vp,wv 7!"011.V'> fr 'TOL, ovpavoZr;. These latter words may 
have been in St. Peter's mind, if we consider how immediately the 
phrase nrYJpYJp,lv'Y)v lv ovpavo't, has preceded, and look also at iii. 13, 
d Kat 7rafrxoire Sia 8tKat0fTVVYJV p,aKapioi. There is no real contradic­
tion between this verse and iv. 13, xalpEn, lva KaL lv rii d1roKaAvtf;u 
'T~, 86tYJ, av'TOV xap~n dyaAAt6JP,EVOt. 'Aya>..Atafrt, belongs to the 
Revelation of glory, but living hope makes it present even in the 
midst of suffering. The aorist AV7r'YJ01.vre, is to be taken, not of the 
pain, but of the mental distress caused by persecution. The pain 
still endures, but the grief, the perplexity, the sense of abandonment 
are gone for those who understand what these 7ra0~p,aTa mean. 
Kuhl and von Soden take lv ce as neuter, and find the antecedent in 
the contents of the preceding clause, "in which assurance ye do 
rejoice." Dr. Hort makes the relati".e masculine, and refers it to 
®e6, or 'l'Y)frovr; Xptfrr6,. In either case we must give lv a sense 
which it can hardly bear. 

et 8lov. "If need was"; if it was God's will. This is probably 
the right reading (so ~ B, cscr, Clem. Alex. Strom. iv. 20. 129): 
d 81.ov £fr'Tl has good authority (AC KL P, Origen), but is very 
~i~ cult g;ammatically; we should certainly have expected d 81.ov 
Ef,Tt AV7rOVP,EVOl. 

lv 'll'OLKl>-ots 'll'Etpaa-p.ois. "In manifold trials," in different kinds 
of trial. This sense of 7rOtKlAo, is found in the New Testament, in 
Maccabees, and in Aelian ( V. H. 98), but is almost unknown in 
classical Greek (Hort). Ilnpafrp,6, here means not the inner 
wrestling with evil inclination, but undeserved suffering from with­
out. This is the general sense of the word in the Old Testament 
and even in the New. See Hatch, Essays in Biblical Greek, p. 
7 1 sqq. What we mean by " temptation," as distinct from "trial," 
is in the language of St. Paul expressed by op .. ap'T{a or lm0vp,fo, 
in that of St. Peter by the latter word alone. 

7. i'.va introduces the divine purpose of Av1r'Y)0£VTE,. 
To 8oKlp.tov. The substantive 8oKlp,wv or 8oKip,efov means "a 

test," that is to say, a thing used for testing; and in Jas. i. 3 
manifold trials are perhaps called the test or touchstone of faith ; 
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but the meaning may be "the testing" of your faith worketh 
patience. In Prov. xxvii. 21, 8oK£µwv apyvp{<)! Ka£ XPV<T'f 7rvpw<Tt,, 
the word seems to mean "testing" rather than "test," for 7rvpw<ris 
denotes a method, not a thing. But in Ps. xi. (xii.) 6, ra A6yia 
Kvplov ,\6yia ayva, apy1,ptov 7r€1rvpwµl.vov, 8oK{µwv rfj Yii, K£Ka0apt<rµ/.vov 
E'lrTa1rAa<r{w,, the word is evidently an adjective. St. Peter was 
probably thinking of one or the other or both of these passages 
(see 7rvpw<ris below, iv. 12). "Test" is here a quite impossible 
rendering ; the means by which faith is tested is suffering, and 
suffering cannot be called more precious than gold, nor is it 
"found" in the Last Day. "The testing of your faith," for the 
same reasons, is hardly, if at all, less impossible. We are driven, 
therefore, to take 8oK£µwv here as adjectival, and to translate 
"the tested residue of your faith," that faith which remains when 
all impure alloy has been burnt away .. There is a variant 86Kiµov 
found in a few cursives, which Dr. Hort is inclined to accept as the 
right reading. Otherwise, the passage above quoted from Psalms 
may justify us in regarding 8oK{µws as a vulgar by-form of 86Kiµos. 

If St. Peter's expression here was suggested by a passage, or by 
a combination of two passages from the Old Testament, it becomes 
probable that the phrase of St. James is borrowed from that found 
in our Epistle. 

xpuulou, "Than gold that perisheth, yet is always tested, 
refined, by fire." What we might have expected is x.pv<rlov 8ia 
7rvpo, 8£8oKiµa<rµlvov : but the writer has complicated his expression 
by the sudden introduction of a7roAAvµl.vov, implying a reason for 
'lrO/\.VnµoTEpov, or a contrast to the following evpE0fj. Faith is 
eternal, gold is perishable and temporal. Faith is far more 
precious than gold, yet even gold must be refined by fire; much 
more your faith. 

eup&fi. "May be found," may endure when other things pass 
away, and appear when they disappear. Compare the use of the 
word in Phil. iii. 9 ; Heb. xi. 5, from Gen. v. 24, and possibly 
2 Pet. iii. 10. It means much more than "may prove to be," or 
"may result in"; it is not man, but God who "finds." 

ELS E'll'mvov. The praise is, "Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant," Matt. xxv. 21. Praise is spoken of as bestowed by God 
upon man, 4 Mace. xiii. 3; Rom. ii. 29; 1 Cor. iv. 5. The 
phrase is quite as simple and natural in the mouth of St. Peter, 
who speaks of good conduct as xapis 7rapa ®e0 (below, i~ .zo ), as it 
is in the Gospel. 

Mfav Ka't n,-i.~v. Heb. i. 3; Ps. viii. 6, 86fu Kal nµfj i.<TTE­
cpavw<ras avr6v. Glory and honour belong to God (Job xl. 5; 
1 Tim. i. I 7 ), but He bestows them on man (Rom. ii. 7, 1 o ). 

i.v cl.'ll'oKaX.ui!tn 'l'l')uoG XpiuroG. Cf. i. 13, iv. 13; the phrase is 
suggested by Luke xvii. 30, TI 'Y]µl.pq. o v1os rov &.v0pJ7rov a7roKaAv1r-
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Terni, and is used also by St. Paul, 1 Cor. i. 7; 2 Thess. i. 7. In all 
these passages it denotes the revelation of Christ in His majesty 
as Judge and Rewarder. Here it appears to repeat and define the 
idea involved in the words el, <TWTYJpfov fro{p:YJv &.1roKaAvcp0~vai iv 
Kaipuj E<Tx&.T~. 

8. 6v o&K t8ovn:s • • . 8e8o~ao-1.t.lvn, " Whom, though ye never 
saw Him, ye love; in whom believing, though now ye see Him 
not, ye rejoice with joy unutterable and glorified." AK L P, Clem. 
Alex. and some other Fathers with the Coptic version have ovK 
el86T£,, "though ye never knew Him"; for this use of oTi?a cf. Matt. 
xxv. 12, Luke xxii. 57. Ei. ilv belongs in construction to mcrT£v­
ovre, only, so that opwvre, is left without an object. A similar 
irregularity is found in ii. 1 2 ; see note there. M ~ is used with 
opwvre,, though, according to classical usage, ov would be required. 
Attempts have been made to distinguish the negatives in this 
passage. In modern Greek oxi ( = ovx{) with participle is adversa­
tive, while p,~ is causal (Geldart, Guide to Modern Greek, p. 73). 
Hence Mr. W. H. Simcox would translate here "though ye have 
not seen," "because ye do not see" (Language of the New Testa­
ment, p. 187 ). But the participles here are both adversative. The 
nice classical rules for the use of ov and p,~ were not understood 
even by Lucian, and in the vulgar Greek of the New Testament the 
use of ov with the participle has almost disappeared. There are but 
about thirteen instances of it altogether, and if we take the Gospel 
of St. Matthew, p,~ with the participle. occurs sixteen times, ov once 
(xxii. 11); in St. Luke, ov once. See Blass, p. 253. For the contrast 
of faith and sight, cf. John xx. 29; 2 Cor. v. 7; Heb. xi. I. 

The whole passage (6-9) has caused much trouble, because from 
the whole tone of the Epistle it seems strange that St. Peter should 
tell his readers that they actually do "exult" in the midst of all 
their sufferings. Such language appears to contradict the very 
object with which he wrote. That this difficulty is not merely 
fanciful, is shown by the number and character of the commentators 
who have felt it. Yet others have not felt it; for instance, Leighton, 
who says, "Even in the midst of heaviness itself, such is this joy 
that it can maintain itself in the midst of sorrow ; this oil of glad­
ness still swims above, and cannot be drowned by all the floods of 
affliction, yea, it is often most sweet in the greatest distress." We 
can understand a pastor exhorting his flock to stand fast in trouble, 
and at the same time reminding them that they have a wellspring 
of joy and even of exultation in their living hope. The alternative 
to the explanation given above seems to be to take iv Katpqi icrxa.T'{' 
of the Last Day and make the first &:yaAAiacr0e imperative. But 
the second &:yaAAiacr0e must be indicative (for &.ya1raTe certainly is 
so), and thus we should only stave off the difficulty for a moment. 
Theophylact, Oecumenius, Erasmus, Luther, and others, including 
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Alford, take &:ya.\.)uacr0e as present indicative, but regard it as bear­
ing a future sense in both places ; but this is harsh, even if possible, 
and again aya1rare stands in the way. The text of the passage is not 
free from doubt. In ver. 6 there is some evidence for aya.\..\.u5.crecr0e, 
.\.v1r'Y/0~vai (see Tischendorf), and in ver. 8 ayaAAiare has good 
authority. Polycarp, Phil. r, quotes ver. 8 in an abbreviated form, 
el, <iv OVK lll6vTE, ?l"t(TTE!JETE xapif. aVEKAaA~T<p Kat Oeoofacrphn, 
Irenaeus, iv. 9. 2, v. 7. 2, has quem quum non uideritis diligitis; in 
quem nunc quoque non uidentes creditis, credentes autem exsultabitis 
gaudio inenarrabili (Sv OVK l86vre, aya?TaTE, £1, Sv apTL /J,~ opwvTE, 
mcrrevere, ?Ttcrrevovre, OE aya.\..\.ufcrecr0e). The same reading is found 
in the old Latin version of Polycarp. Augustine, Pecc. Mer. r, has 
quem ignorabatis; in quem modo non ut'dentes creditis; quem cum 
uideritis exsultabitis (Sv ovK £186TE,, El, Sv /J.pri p,~ opwvTE, ?TLCTTEvETe' 
Sv i86vre, aya.\..\.iacrecr0e). Origen, the Vulgate, Peshito, and the 
Armenian appear to have read aya.\..\.iacrecr0e, and it would certainly 
remove a difficulty if the future could be established. 

dvEK>..«>..~n[>, "Unutterable." The word is found here only in 
the Bible, but recurs in Ignatius, Eph. xix. 2, and in Polycarp in 
his quotation of this passage. 'A11.a.\.'Y/ro, is used by St. Paul, Rom. 
viii. 26. The Christian joy is unutterable because it is spiritual, 
heavenly, passing all human speech and understanding, like the 
peace of God (Phil. iv. 7) ; but also because it is so paradoxical : 
it is a joy in the midst of sorrow. 

8e8of«uJJhn, "Glorified.''; Glory in its fulness is bestowed when 
suffering is over (ra ?Ta0~p,ara KaL ra, P,ETa ravra 8o[a,); but even 
here and now, in the midst of trials, the joy of the Christian sufferer 
is irradiated by that glory which will be given in the Revelation. 
The Spirit who rests upon him is the Spirit of glory (iv. 14); hence 
he can glorify God by meek endurance (iv. 16), and teach others 
also to glorify Him (ii. 12 ). 

9. Ko1utop.evoL. '' Receiving the end of your faith, the deliver­
ance of your souls." The absence of the articles with uwr'YJp{av 
lf!vxwv appears to have no significance. The participle "receiving" 
is to be taken as meaning "because ye receive." Deliverance is 
the ground ot the joy, as in Apoc. v. 9 and elsewhere. Dr. Hort, 
however, makes the participle co-ordinate with the verb-" ye 
rejoice and also receive"-on the ground that "exultation in Jesus 
Christ cannot be a mere joy about the saving of their own souls." 
But this thought would hardly have occurred to St. Peter. The 
deliverance delivers from all pain and sorrow, and is open to all. 
Kiihl points out that Kop,{(eu0ai is used in the New Testament of 
receiving that which has been promised, that which men have 
earned by their conduct (see references in Bruder). Deliverance 
is the end of your faith ( or of faith, or perhaps of the faith; B and 
many Fathers omit vp,wv). It is the great promise involved in the 
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name of Jesus, the object of belief, the end of the life of pilgrimage, 
the entry into the Promised Land. It is described as future (i. 5, 
13, v. 4); but even in this life of trial there are "good days" 
(iii. 10). Besides, the gospel is deliverance. Hence we are said 
to receive now, in a foretaste, the reward which will be fully be­
stowed in the Revelation. >Jlvx1 in St. Peter's usage denotes the 
whole inner nature of man, as in Greek philosophy, in common 
Greek parlance, in the Gospels and Acts, and is never opposed, as 
it-is by St. Paul, to 7rv£vp,a or vov,. See Introduction, p. 40. 

10. irEpl ~s uwTlJplas. St. Peter lingers upon the wor,d <rWT'YJp{a, 
at each repetition finding something new to say about it. Here the 
word is practically an equivalent for the gospel, which was revealed 
to the prophets by the Spirit of Christ, and of which the main 
substance is the sufferings of Christ and the glory for Himself and 
others (86tai, plural), in which those sufferings result. 

E~Et~TlJuav Kal. l~lJpauv11uav. The phrase is perhaps a reminis­
cence of 1 Mace. ix. 26. In the New Testament the form ,pavvaw 
is to be preferred to the classic ,pwvaw. See Blass, p. 2 r. 

irpocl>~mi. Again the omission of the article appears to be 
insignificant; the word is adequately defined by the following clause, 
and it is quite needless to translate (with Kiihl and Hort) "even 
prophets," so as to get the sense "even men so highly favoured as 
prophets saw these great things dimly and afar off" (see note on 
ver. 17 below). 

irEpl ~s ELS up.iis xdpiTos. "About the grace intended for you, 
which should be given unto you," cf. E1, vp,a;; above, ver. 4. Xapi, 
here is not "grace," but "a grace," a favour or gift of grace, and in 
I Peter the word usually bears this meaning. 

11. Epauvwvns ... 8o~as. "Searching for what time or for what 
manner of time the Spirit of Christ, which was in them, did declare 
and testify beforehand the sufferings appointed for Christ, and the 
glories that should follow them." The best construction for ,o~Aov 
is found by taking it as governing -ra 7ra01p,am in conjunction with 
7rpop,apTvp6p,Evov (so most of the German commentators and Hort). 
A1JAovv E1~ Katp6v, "to point to a season," appears to be quite unex­
ampled; but this is the translation of the A.V., Alford, and many 
others. Nevertheless, d, Kaip6v has a certain connexion with 
,o~Aov: the Spirit pointed out the sufferings for a particular time. 
Kiihl and others regard '181Aov as standing without any object; but 
it is difficult to see how the word is to be rendered here at all on 
this supposition. IIpop,apTvp6p,£vov (the word is not attested else­
where till after St. Peter's time) ought to mean "calling to witness 
beforehand" (see Dr. Hort's note). If this sense is to be kept 
here, we must translate "the Spirit of Christ pointed out the 
sufferings that should come upon Christ, calling God for a witness 
of the truth." But though p,apT11pop,ai may be used without an 
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object (=I protest, I appeal; see references in Liddell and Scott), 
there is always something in the context to show that an appeal 
is made, and to whom it is made. And this is not the case 
here. In Acts xx. 23, 24, 8iaµaprvpecr0ai means "to bear clear 
witness" (cf. Luke xvi. 28; Acts ii. 40, viii. 25, x. 42, xviii. S; Heb. 
ii. 6); indeed, this word constantly has the meaning of "to affirm 
solemnly," "attest," though it is used with an indistinct reminis­
cence of its proper sense in I Tim. v. 21 ; 2 Tim. ii. r 4, iv. 1. 

The Greek of the New Testament is not correct, even as correctness 
was understood by Epictetus or Plutarch; we have observed already 
that it does not clearly retain the distinction between ov and µ~, 
and it is not surprising that it should confuse µaprvpecr0ai with 
µaprvpe"iv. See note on 8oK[µwv above. 

The prophets knew what they prophesied; they knew not, and 
sought to understand, at what appointed date, or in what stage of 
the world's history, in what kind of time (1roi.'ov Kaip6v), the prophecy 
would be fulfilled. Alford quotes J ustiniani : "non modo quod ... 
sed etiam quale ... pacisne an belli tempore, seruitutis an liber­
tatis, quo denique reipublicae statu . . . Et quidem Dauid Orietur, 
ait, in dieb11s eius iustitia et abundantia pacis (Ps. lxxi. 7, Vulgate): 
et in eandem sententiam Esaias conjlabunt gladios suos in uomeres" 
(ii. 4). Some not unnatural difficulty has been found in the words 
ltel~rricrav, ltripavvricrav, Jpavvwvres, which all express study and 
reflexion, and seem to be inconsistent with the notion of inspira­
tion. Yet the difficulty is only apparent. The great revelation of 
suffering and glory awakes an eager desire to know when and how 
these things shall be, and this is answered by a further revelation 
( ois a1reKaAvcp0ri), • "Knock, and it shall be opened unto you," 
was in some sense true, even of the prophets. So St. Paul prayed 
for the removal of his crK6Aoif;, and at last an answer came ; not the 
answer that he hoped for (2 Cor. xii. 7-9). The revelation described 
iri Acts xiii. 2 was also probably a reply to much anxious thought. 
Both in the Old Testament and in the New, God often answers 
questions. The connexion between study and inspiration, search 
and discovery, is a great mystery, and revelation may be much 
more common than we suppose. How does one investigator 
discover what others do not? Philo thought (de migr. Abr. 7, 
i. 441) that philosophic truth was given by inspiration-" I was 
suddenly filled with thoughts showered upon me from above like 
snowflakes or seed "-and this may apply to all truth; for it is 
certainly not attained by the mere use of logical machinery. Nor 
does this thought detract from the dignity of spiritual revelation, 
which, though the noblest in kind, may yet have its analogies. 

The words ro iv avro"is 1rvevµa Xpicrrov must be accepted quite 
frankly. Christ was in the prophets, and from Him came their 
inspiration. Barnabas (v.) understood St. Peter in this sense, of 
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1rpo<p~To.i, &1r' aVTOV lxovns T~J/ xapiv, ds avrov l1rpocp17nvcrav : on 
which Harnack notes, "Christum Veteris Testamenti prophetas 
inspirasse et ab iis uisum esse ad unum omnes priscae ecclesiae 
scriptores confitentur"; cf. 2 Clem. xvii. 4 ; Ignatius, Mag. viii. 2 ; 

Justin, Apo!. i. 31-33; Dial. lvi. sq.; Iren. iv. 20. 4; Frag. Mur. 
44 sq., "Romanis autem ordine (ordinem ?) scripturarum, sed et 
principium earum Christum esse intimans "(Westcott, Canon, p. 536). 
These passages are sufficient to show the belief of the later Church. 
Note also the use of p~µ,a Kvp{ov, 1 Pet. i. 25, comparing Acts xi. 16, 
where words of Christ are called by St. Peter p~µ,a Kvpfov. In 
Matt. vii. 22 we read, Kvpie, Kvpie, OV T<e cr<ii ov6µ,aTl 7rpDE<pYJ­
'TEVCTUfl,EJ/: xxiii. 34, loov iyw &1rocrr[,\,\w 1rpos vµ,as 1rpocf,17rns. Some 
difficulty attaches to the latter citation, because St. Luke, in the 
parallel passage (xi. 49), has Sict. TOVTo Kat 'YJ crocf,{a rou ®rnv eT1rev· 
'A1rocrTe,\w ds av'TDVS 1rpocf,17rns, and the words have been supposed to 
be a reference to 2 Chron. xxiv. 18-22. But in the Sermon on the 
Mount false Christian prophets claim to be inspired by Christ; 
and in the other passage of Matthew our Lord sends (inspires) 
true Christian prophets. No distinction of kind can be drawn 
between Jewish and Christian prophecy, and thus we have in the 
first Gospel a clear foundation for St. Peter's words. We must take 
into consideration also those passages of the Gospels where Christ 
is described as the Revealer, Matt. xi. 27; John i. 18, xvi. 14, 15. 
In Acts again (ii. 33), in the speech of St. Peter, Christ sheds forth 
the spirit of prophecy. It can hardly be thought but that St. Paul 
held the same view as to the source of Christian prophecy ( 1 Cor. 
xii. 3), as also does the Apocalypse (xix. 10), whether we translate 
'Y/ µaprvp{a 'IYJcrov, "the testimony given by Jesus," or " the testimony 
borne to Jesus"; compare also I John iv. 2, 3. As to the Hebrew 
prophets, St. Paul does not explicitly declare his opinion, but in 
2 Cor. iii. 1 2 sqq. the glory on the face of Moses which he covered 
with a veil, is the glory of Christ, who is the Lord, the Spirit. 

nveup.a XpLaTou probably means that Spirit which is Christ 
(2 Cor. iii. 17, 18, 0 St: Kvpws TO Ilvevµ,a. ECTTlV ••• &1ro Kvpfov 
Ilvevµ,aros); but it may conceivably signify the Holy Spirit of Christ, 
sent by Christ. Often prophecy is attributed to the Holy Ghost 
(Acts i. 16; 2 Pet. i. 21, and elsewhere), and the sending of the 
Spirit is the work of Christ (Acts ii. 33). 

Certainly the repeated "Christ" in this verse must be taken 
each time in exactly the same sense, of the really existing Christ 
who was manifested in history. Kiihl, in an exceedingly com­
plicated note, takes the first of the ideal Christ, who existed only 
in the foreknowledge of God, and the second of the historical 
Christ, and makes 1rVevµ,a Xpicrrov mean "a Christlike spirit," 
because he thinks that St. Peter is not so much affected by theo­
logical reflexions as the rabbinically educated St. Paul, and there-
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fore cannot have personified the ideal. But the distinction between 
person and idea is itself philosophical. Dr. Hort appears to hold 
the same view; the Spirit of Christ is that Spirit of the Lord which 
afterwards came upon Christ, a Spirit of divine anointing, or Christ­
hood, or prophethood. Here, again, we may repeat, that in 1 Peter 
Spirit means not an influence, but a personality. There is no need 
to speak of Rabbinism or Jewish Platonism at all. St. Peter's 
view rests upon a perfectly unscholastic interpretation of Scripture. 
The Lord spoke to the Prophets ; Christ is the Lord; therefore 
Christ spoke to the Prophets. . 

There is no difference upon this point between St. Peter and 
St. Paul. Both held the same belief, though they express it in 
different language. 

In Ta Eis Xpt<TTOV 7ra0~JJ,,aTa Kat TaS JLETa TaVTa 86[as it is quite 
possible that we have a reference to the words recorded by St. Luke 
xxiv. 26, 27, ovxl TaVTa l8€l 7ra0e'tv TOV Xpt<TT6v, Kat £i<TeA0etv ds T~V 
86[av avTOV; Kat ap[aJJ,,EVOS U7r0 Mw<TEWS Kat 0,71'0 71'0.VTWV TWV 7rpO<pYJTWV 
8tEpJL~V€V<TEV aVTOlS £V 71'0.<TalS TalS ypacpats Ta 7rEpt EaVTOV. ~6[at, not 
commonly used in the plural (but see 2 Mace. iv. 15), may refer 
to the successive manifestations of Christ's glory-Resurrection, 
Ascension, Pentecost, Miracles (Acts iii. 13), Judgment-or to the 
glory of Christ, and the glory that shall be bestowed on His faithful. 
To St. Peter, the essence of the gospel seems to lie in suffering and 
glory ; to St. Paul, in free grace and deliverance from law. Hence 
the former sees a just and permanent picture of the Christian life 
in Isa. liii., while the latter looks back, not to the prophets (except 
Hab. ii. 4), but to Abraham. Hence, to St. Peter, the admission 
of the Gentiles is no great mystery; the Church is continuous. 
Further, in St. Peter's view (as in the Gospels), the great obstacle 
to Christianity is the suffering of Christ; and so, in fact, it always 
has been to Jew (Justin's Trypho) and Greek (the True Word of 
Celsus), and in modern times, because His suffering involves our 
acceptance of the law of suffering. But, in the view of St. Paul, 
the great obstacle is the tendency of men to rely upon their own 
merits, which is a common and serious defect, but applies, as regards 
Christianity and Judaism, rather to the professor than to the faith ; it 
could not fairly be charged against the best Jews of old, and modern 
Jews would not plead guilty to it. See Mr. Montefiore's Hibbert 
Lectures for 1892, especially chap. ix., "the Law and its Influence." 

12. otc; direKaM<j>8ri, It was revealed to them that the realisa­
tion of their prophetic vision was not for their own time. The 
reference may be to distinct passages, such as Num. xxiv. 17; Deut. 
xviii. 15, or rather to the general indeterminate futurity of all pro­
phecy. The prophets saw Messiah, and St. Peter evidently means 
that they saw Him with great clearness and accuracy in the broad 
outlines ; but when they strove to know when these things should 
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be, an answer came, " Not yet. The promise is for others, not for 
you. Inquire no further." vµw 8l is the reading of the great bulk 
of MSS., though ~µ'iv 8£ has the support of K and some versions. 
"For you Christians" (we need not here press the fact that they 
were Asiatics), or "for us Christians"; either way there is no 
substantial difference in the sense. 

aura. The substance of their vision, Ta. 1ra0~µam Kat Tds µeTa. 
Tairra 86[a,. Nvv &.v'f)yy£A'f/: &.v~yyeArni would be more strictly 
correct, but the aorist is used for the perfect, as in ii. 25 below. 
See Blass, p. 199. 

8u1 'TWV eua.yye>..tuap.lvwv {ip.ac;. The phrase in itself neither 
includes nor excludes the apostle himself. 

ev nveop.«TL 'Ay[Cf, Dr. Hort omits fr on the authority of A B, 
a few cursives, the Vulgate, and some Fathers; see Tischendorf's 
note. "In (or by) the Holy Spirit sent from heaven." The omission 
of the article with llvevµa •Aywv is very common (John xx. 22 and 
many other passages), and is of no significance (cf. Acts viii. 15, 18). 
Here the Holy Ghost who was "sent from heaven" on the day of 
Pentecost, and inspired the preachers of the gospel, is introdu,ced as 
a guarantee that the gospel cannot contradict the message of the 
prophets who were inspired by the llvevµa Xpunov. Von Soden 
and Dr. Hort translate "by a holy spirit;,; but there can hardly be 
any doubt that the same Spirit is meant here as in ver. 2 above, 
where also there is no article. 'E[a1rouTlUw is used of the sending 
of the Spirit in Luke xxiv. 49; in John xiv. 26, xv. 26, xvi. 7, the 
verb is 1rlµ1rw. 

EL<; a em8up.ouo-tv ayyeAOL 1rupa.Kuii,a.t. "Upon which even angels 
desire to look"; here the omission of the article must certainly have 
its proper force. IlapaKv1rTeiv properly means "to take a shy sidelong 
glance," as when one peeps out of a window or door at a person 
passing in the street, and is perhaps so used in Luke xxiv. 12 ; John 
xx. 5, 11. Even in Jas. i. 25 the meaning may be "he who has 
once cast a glance upon the perfect law of liberty"; the slightest 
look upon the law is sufficient to show the folly of those who hear 
and do not. On the other hand, James may mean "He who has 
gazed steadily upon the law." If we give 1rapaKv1rTeiv its classical 
sense here, a not inconsiderable difficulty arises. The angels are 
"all ministering spirits, sent forth to do service for the sake of them 
that shall inherit salvation" (Heb. i. 14), and they must long for 
much more than a casual glance upon the Church and its gospel of 
suffering and glory. 'EyKv1rTeiv el, means "to pore over," "study 
intently" (Clem. Rom. xl. 1 and elsewhere; see Harnack's note); 
and it may be thought that 1rapaKv1TTeiv el, is used, not quite cor­
rectly, by St. Peter and St. James, in the same sense. The use of 
1rapaKV1rTnv may have been suggested here by Enoch ix. 1, Kal 
ciKoVuaJIT£i ol 7fuuapf.'i JJ,£yaAoi apxO..yyEAo, Mixa'r1A Kat OVpt~A Kal 
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'Pacpa~A. Ka£ ra{3pt~A. 1rapirnf,av £7rt T~V y~v EK TWV ay{wv TOV ovpavov 
(quoted by Hort). Above, on ver. 4, was noticed another possible 
reference to Enoch, and others may be detected. They should be 
borne in mind, because, when we come to consider the relation of 
Jude to 2 Peter, it will appear that while in 1 and 2 Peter there are 
allusions to apocryphal books, these allusions are developed by Jude 
into actual quotations. 

13. 8L<I. " Wherefore" ; the reference is to the general contents 
of vers. 3-12, which were suggested by the third Name of ver. 2. 
From this point to ii. 10 the author develops the meaning of 
&.yiaa-JJ,,6,. 

dvatwcrafl,evot, "Having girded up the loins of your mind"; the 
verb is used of gathering or tucking up long skirts by means of a 
belt so as to be ready for energetic action. Cf. Prov. xxix. 35, 
&va(w<TaJJ,,EV'YJ ia-xvpw, T~V o<rcpvv av~,, of the brave woman. Here, 
where v~,j,ovn, immediately follows, St. Peter is probably thinking 
of our Lord's words, Luke xii. 35, 46. The word used by Luke is 
1repu(wa-µhai (taken probably from the account of the Passover, 
Ex. xii. 11). 'Avat(J)vvva-0ai is not common in classical Greek, 
though it was used by Didymus the grammarian (Athen. 139d), 
but succingz' is well known in Latin. The word recalls the v1raKo~ 
of ver. 2. Those who have girded up their loins are ready for 
instant obedience. 

8ta.vo(a.s, For this word cf. Matt. xxii. 37, &ya~a-a, K-Jpwv Tov 
@e6v a-ov ••• lv 6A.'[/ rfi tnavo{q, a-ov (from Deut. vi. 5). St. Paul 
uses the word in his later Epistles (Eph. ii. 3, iv. r 8 ; Col. i. 2 1 ), 

but always in a bad sense, of the mere logical faculty which sets 
itself against the truth. But what precisely is meant by "girding 
up the mind"? Girding brings the mind into what Carlyle calls 
"a compact frame," cutting off vague loosely flowing thoughts and 
speculations that lead nowhither, and only hamper obedience. 
Hence it is followed immediately by v~q,ovTe,. Sobriety guards 
men against the "intoxication " of false prophets, against false 
views of O,ev0ep{a, against moral and doctrinal caprices such as are 
denounced in 2 Peter. The Girdle is Law or Truth (Eph. vi. 14). 

re°Ae(ws is best taken with v~q,ovTe,, "being perfectly sober" 
(most modern commentators take this view). Down to Dean 
Alford's time it was generally· connected with l>..1r{a-an. In this 
case we must translate "hope with a perfect hope," not "hope unto 
the end." The idea of final perseverance is involved, but not ex­
pressed in the perfection of hope. 

tl°A1r(cra.Te fol ... xaptv. "Hope for the grace that is being 
brought unto you in the revelation of Jesus Christ." 'E.\1r{(eiv l1ri 
followed by the accusative is found only here and r Tim. v. 5 ; 
but the construction (it is a Hebraism) is common in the LXX. 
A question has been raised whether l1r{ introduces the ground or 
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the object of the hope; Dr. Hort takes the former, Ki.ihl the latter 
view (see their notes on this passage). The points are that there 
is no Hebrew verb which exactly answers to V1:1d(Hv; that the five 
Hebrew verbs represented in the LXX. by ,11.1d(Hv mean some 
"to trust upon," some "to wait for"; that in Ps. Ii. (Iii.) 10, 

,11.1r{(Elv ,1r2 -ro i!11.w, -rov ®wv, the Hebrew original means to "trust 
upon the mercy of God," while in Ps. xxxii. (xxxiii.) 18 the same 
Greek words represent what in the Hebrew signifies to "wait for 
the mercy." Upon the whole it seems better to regard ,11.1r{(Ew ,1r{ 
here as equivalent to l11.1r{(Hv d, (John v. 45 ; 2 Cor. i. 1 o; r Pet. 
iii. 5), and to take the following accusative as denoting' the object 
towards which the hope is directed. It is a subtle question, and 
has no direct bearing upon the sense. 

TTJV cf>EpofJ,frlJv UfJ,LV xapw. Xapw is the gracious gift of deliver­
ance, which is being brought, and ere long will surely be given, 
in the Revelation (see vers. 5, 7 above). Many commentators 
(Erasmus, Luther, Calovius, Bengel, Steiger, Hort) take "grace" in 
the Pauline sense, and regard "the revelation " as meaning the 
continuing and progressive unveiling of Christ in the Christian's 
soul (cf. Rom. i. 17); but there can be little doubt what St. Peter 
means here by the Revelation. 

The editions generally place a full stop after Xpunov, as also 
after i. 2 1, ii. r 7. In all these places a colon might be used so as 
to allow the preceding imperative to run on; but after ii. 25·, iii. 6, 
iii. 7 the full stop is clearly right. The style is loose and conversa­
tional, not so strictly bound by grammatical fetters as that of 
practised writers. 

14. c:i-. TEKva. Ull'aKo~-.. "Children of" is a Hebraism; -rtKva 
a1rw11.da,, Isa. lvii. 4; v1o, 0av&.-rov, 2 Sam. xii. 5. In the New Testa­
ment we have -rtKva opy~,, Eph. ii. 3 ; -rtKva cpw-r6,, Eph. v. 8; -rtKva 
Ka-rapa,; 2 Pet. ii. 14; viol. ~- a1rEl0£{a,, Eph. ii. 2, v. 6; Col. iii. 6; 
VtOl cf,w-ro, KO.l ~µipa,, r Thess. v. 5 ; v1o, dp~V'I]'>, Luke x. 6 ; o via, 
-r~, a1rw11.da,, 2 Thess. ii. 3 ; John xvii. 1 2. There is no more 
reason for supposing that -rtKva v1ra.Ko~, was suggested by viol. ~. 
a1rH0£{a, than there is for supposing that St. John borrowed -rtKva 
®rnv from St. Paul; indeed there is not so much.· On the contrary, 
the phrase recurs quite naturally to the v1raKo~ of ver. 2. Children 
of obedience are those whose mother is obedience, in whom is the 
spirit of obedience, who are obedient, not "obedient children." 

fJ,~ 11UCT)(.'l)fJ,aTLtofJ,EVO~ TaL', 11'pOTEpov EV Tfj d.yvo(C[, UfJ,WV E11'L8UfJ,laLS. 
"Not conforming yourselves to the lusts which formerly ruled you 
in your ignorance." The not uncommon verb <J'V<J'X'IJP..a-r{(Hr0ai (see 
Liddell and Scott) is found also Rom. xii. 2, p..~ <J'V<J'X'IJP..a-r{(E<J'0£ -re;, 
alwvi -rov-rce. In respect to Rom. xii. there is somewhat better 
reason for suspecting a direct or indirect connexion between St. 
Peter and St. Paul than elsewhere, but we cannot safely build any 

8 
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inference on this particular word. See pp. 18, 20. ~Ayvoia is 
perhaps more applicable to those of St. Peter's readers who had 
been Gentiles than to those who had been Jews. St. Paul speaks 
of Gentile ignorance, Acts xvii. 30; Eph. iv. 18; see Abbott's 
note; but St. Peter attributes the crucifixion to the ayvoia of the 
Jews, Acts iii. 17. It is not easy to say whether St. Peter here is 
thinking of ignorance of God and His Law, or more particularly of 
ignorance of Christ. If the latter, his words will apply equally to 
Jews and Gentiles. All alike had sat in darkness, Matt. iv. 16 ; 
Luke i. 79; John i. 5, 10, 11. 'E1n0vµ[ai again seems to point rather 
to Gentiles, whose lives were generally more licentious than those 
of Jews. But there were many wicked Jews, Rom. ii. 1 7 sqq.; Eph. 
ii. 3; and our Lord was speaking to Jews when He insisted upon 
the sinfulness of lust, Matt. v. 28. But the readers of the Epistle 
were neither all Gentiles nor all Jews. See Introduction, p. 7 r. 

15. ci~~a KaTcl Tov Ka~foana up.iis clyiov. "But after the pattern 
of that Holy One who called you." It is best to take aywv as 
substantival; it is hardly possible to make it an adjectival pre­
dicate and translate with von Soden, "after the pattern of Him who 
called you, who is holy." This use of KaTli (which is quite classical 
and common; see instances in Liddell and Scott) is found Gal. iv. 
28, KaTa 'IcmaK, like Isaac. KaAEi:v is a word that belongs to the 
vocabulary of Christendom, and St. Peter uses it several times,­
God called us out of darkness unto light, ii. 9; called us unto His 
eternal glory in Christ, v. 10; the call makes the pilgrim, above, 
ver. 1 ;-but he uses it in a simpler and less technical manner than 
St. Paul; he does not speculate on its difference from other verbs 
(cf. Rom. viii. 28 sqq.); nor does he appear to distinguish KAYJ-r6, 
from £KAEK-r6, in the same way as St. Paul (ver. 1 above). St. Peter 
does not use KAYJ-r6s, nor KA~cns, except in the Second Epistle, i. 
10, where A has 1rapaKAYJ<ri,, and £KAoy~ is added apparently as 
identical, or at any rate as giving another aspect of the same thing. 
In the Gospels KaAE'iv has many senses, of which the chief are illus­
trated by Matt. ii. 15, "out of Egypt did I call My Son"; v. 9, 
"they shall be called sons of God" (from Hos. ii. 1); ix. 13, "to 
call sinners " unto repentance; xxii. 9, "call to the wedding " ; xx. 8, 
" call the labourers " into my vineyard. It has, in fact, four chief 
meanings-(a) of calling out of a lower state, Egypt or sin; (b) of 
inviting to a feast; (c) of summoning to a duty; (d) of giving a 
name corresponding to a character. It seldom seems to imply 
selection; all are called alike. In Hebrews it is used of the call 
of Abraham (xi. 8, as in a); of the new name, "in Isaac shall thy 
seed be called" (xi. 18, from Gen. xxi. 12; cf. ii. I r, as in d); of 
those who are invited into the Covenant (ix. 15, as in b); of the call 
of Aaron to the priesthood (v. 4, as in c, but with the notion of 
personal selection). In Peter the typical call appears to be that of 
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Abraham, though the Patriarch is not named in this connexion; 
the Christian is a homeless wanderer, called out of the darkness of 
the past into the light of the gospel, travelling towards glory or an 
inheritance or a crown, called especially to suffer with Christ (ii. 21 ). 

The new name (Christian, iv. 16) is a name of suffering. St. Paul 
alludes to the new calling or name, quoting Gen. xxi. 12 (Rom. 
ix. 7) and Hos. ii. 1 (Rom. ix. 26). He does not connect the Call with 
any Old Testament type. The Call is from the Covenant of Works 
to the Covenant of Grace, and Abraham exemplifies not obedience 
to a summons or command, but belief in a promise; t,wo things 
which, though closely combined, yet represent different sides of the 
same action, and are in theory very distinct. If we throw the 
whole stress upon belief, three difficulties at once arise : why do 
some believe while others do not? what is the value of partial belief? 
how can belief which causes action be itself in any degree the 
effect of action? All these perplexities were acutely felt by St. 
Paul. St. John also felt the difficulty, but found an answer in his 
conception of Love which grows by familiarity and obedience. The 
Synoptic evangelists, St. Peter, the sub-apostolic Fathers, hardly 
touch the problem. Many modern scholars regard Peter as a later 
writer, who was perfectly familiar with the Pauline Epistles, but 
failed to grasp their meaning. But the fact to be explained is 
that, instead of misapprehending or perverting the distinctive 
Pauline thoughts, he leaves them altogether on one side. 

c'iyLov. St. Peter's idea of Holin,ess must be considered in 
relation to the terms in which he speaks of God. Christ is the 
object of Love (ver. 8). God, though Father, of fear; the justice, 
might, majesty of God are predominant thoughts in this Epistle. 
In the present passage we are referred to Lev. xi. 44, xix. 2, xx. 7. 
In all these passages the Israelites are commanded to keep them­
selves from uncleanness, because God is holy. The Hebrew 
Qadesh comes from a root which means to divide. God is holy, 
because He is separate from all uncleanness. No defilement can 
approach Him under penalty of being consumed (Heb. xii. 29); 
He is a1rdparnos KaKow, J as. i. 13 ; cpws oiKwV a1rp6cn-rov, 1 Tim. vi. 
16. Justice is the positive idea most usually connected in the New 
Testament with holiness, John xvii. II, 25; Luke i. 75; Rom. vii. 
12 (the law is holy and just and good). In the present passage the 
holy God is also the just Judge. Justice is more nearly connected 
with holiness than is goodness. The epithet is applied to Christ, 
Luke i. 35, iv. 34 ; John vi. 69 ; -rov c'Iywv Ka2 8fKawv, Acts iii. 14 ; 
iv. 2 7, 30 ; Apoc. iii. 7, possibly also vi. 10, always with reference to 
His purity or majesty. St. Paul uses the epithet only of the Holy 
Ghost, holy things, or holy men. 

There is an important point involved, because Albrecht Ritschl 
maintained that " the conception of the holiness of God is for the 
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religion of the New Testament abolished (aufgehoben), at any rate is 
in no respect essential" (Rechtf. und Vers. ii. 12, 13; see Mielke, 
das System Albrecht Ritschl's, p. 23), on the ground that aloofness 
and transcendent majesty involve mystery in doctrine, and fear as 
in some degree an allowable motive for Christians. Ritschl's view 
is an application of Kant's theory; nothing can be known except 
relations; nothing can have any religious value except God's relation 
to us ; this has been perfectly revealed in Christ as a relation of love. 
It is interesting chiefly as showing the impossibility of squaring any 
philosophical theory with the Bible, or with any book in the Bible. 
Mystery and Fear cannot possibly be eliminated from Religion. 

Ka.L a.~Tol • • • ye~81JTE. " Do ye also become holy in every 
manner of conversation." The aorist of the imperative is con­
stantly used in this Epistle, when, according to the ordinary rule, 
we should have expected the present : see i. 13, I 7, 2 2, ii. 2, I 3, 
17, iii. 10, II, 14, 15, iv. 7, v. 2, 5, 6, 8, 9. Blass (p. 194 sqq.) 
hardly seems to recognise adequately the looseness of New Testa­
ment grammar on this point. Closely parallel in sense are the words 
quoted by St. Paul from Isa. Iii. II, ltD1.0ere iK µ.lvov avrwv Kat 
a<f,op{v0rire, >..lyei Kvpwc;, Kat aKa0aprov µ.~ d.7rT£<r0e· Kayw eivUtoµ.ai 
vµ.as, Kat lvoµ.ai vµ.'iv ei,; 1rarlpa, Kat vµ.e'i,; l<re<r0l µ.oi els v1ov,; Kat 
0vyarlpac;, >..lyei Kvpws 1ravr0Kpct.rwp, 2 Cor. vi. 1 7. It should be 
noticed that St. Peter does not address those to whom he writes as 
aywi, saints, though they belong to the Wvoc; aywv, ii. 9, or what 
Clem. Rom. calls the d.y{ov µ.ep{c;, xxx. I. 'Ava<rrpo<f,~ (a favourite 
word of St. Peter's), which in Aeschylus and Aristotle means "a 
repair," "haunt," or "abode," in Polybius is used of "a manner of 
life," literally "a turning to and fro," "a walking up and down." 
The exact Latin equivalent is conuersatio (see Liddell and Scott, and 
Facciolati). It is greatly to be regretted that the fine word "con­
versation " has been rejected by the Revised Version to the 
impoverishment of the English language. " Different kinds of 
ava<rrpo<f,~ are to be spoken of further on in the Epistle : here at 
the outset St. Peter lays down what is true for them all" (Hort). 

16. ~Ayrnt /!aea8e. Lev. xi. 44, xix. 2, xx. 7 ; the future is here 
equivalent to an imperative; cf. Matt. v. 48. 

17. Ka.Let ira.Tlpa. imKa.>..eLu8e ... dva.<TTpncf>YJTE. "And if ye call 
on him as Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according 
to each man's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear" (R.V.). 
This is the common and, according to classic usage, the better 
translation. But that of the A.V., "if ye call on the Father who," 
etc., may be defended. Ila.nip is one of those words which easily 
dispense with the article ( cf. ver. 2 above), and the article is 
omitted, where a defining clause follows, without any perceptible 
alteration of the sense; cf. 1rpo<f,~rai oi 1rpo<f,rirev<ravrec;, ver. 10 above; 
els v6µ.ov rl>..nov TOY ~s t.>..ev0ep{as, J as. i. 2 5 ; 1raiofoi,; ro'i,; iv d yap~ 
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Ka0'Y}µl.voi<;, Luke vii. 32; vyw{vov<n .\oyoi<; TOl<; 'TOV Kvp{ov, I Tim. 
vi. 3. In any case the stress falls here upon the definition, "If the 
Father, to whom you pray, is also the righteous Judge, see that ye 
fear Him." The Father "giveth good things to them that ask 
Him" (Matt. vii. 11); but He is not merely, as the heathen thought, 
a 8w,-~p Uwv- He chastises His children (Heb. xii. 5, 6), and He 
judges. He is IIa,-~p ayw,, 8{rnw<; (John xvii. II, 2 5). Kiihl 
remarks that in Peter's view the Old Testament motive (Holiness, 
Fear) is not abolished, but rather strengthened by the new relation 
of sonship. The point became of importance in the ,controversy 
with the Gnostics, who maintained that God was Love simply and 
solely. Fear, of course, means such fear as may be felt towards a 
good father, not slavish, superstitious dread. It is a lower motive 
than love, yet is not to be regarded as merely negative ; it is the 
safeguard of holiness, and it prompts obedience in things which we 
do not as yet understand,-and there are always things which we do 
not understand. Even St. Paul uses occasionally the same language 
as St. Peter, see 2 Cor. v. 10, 1 I. St. John (I iv. 18) writes that 
"perfect love casteth out fear"; but his words do not apply to those 
whose love is not yet perfect. Our Lord says at one time, "Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart" (Matt. xxii. 3 7 ), at 
another, "Yea, I say unto you, Fear Him" (Luke xii. 5). 

In the words ITa,-/.pa £mKaAe1,u0e there is a possible allusion to 
the Lord's Prayer (so Weiss, Buther, Kiihl, Hort), but it is not 
certain; the words may be suggested by Ps. lxxxviii. (lxxxix.) 27. 

chrpoac.mo>..~p.1r,-ws, Neither the adverb nor the adjective from 
which it is formed occurs elsewhere in the New Testament, but 
we have the phrases >..aµ{3aveiv, (3>..bmv £1,, 0avµa(eiv 7rpouw1rov. 
They all denote the righteous Judge, who makes no distinction 
between high and low, rich or poor, Jew or Gentile, in the eye of 
whose holy law all men are equal. It is interesting to compare the 
words of St. Peter (Acts x. 34), €7r. 6.AYJ0e{a<; KarnAaµ{3avoµat on OVK 
{un 1rpouw1roA~1r'T'YJ, o ®eo<;' d>..>..' €V 7rQV'Tt Wvet o cpo{3ovµevo, QlJ'TOV Kat 
Epya(oµevo<; /)LKQlO<J"VV'Y}V /)EK'TO<; QVT<t> fon. Cf. also Rom. ii. 10, II, 

Dr. Hort thinks that these passages are based on Deut. x. 17, but 
the thought and expression must have been not uncommon among 
pious Jews; thus we find in the Book of Jubilees(ed. Charles, p. 73), 
"quia Deus uiuens est et sanctus et fidelis et iustus ex omnibus ; et 
non est apud eum accipere personam, ut accipiat munera, quoniam 
Deus iustus est et iudicium exercens in omnibus qui transgrediuntur 
sermones eius et qui contemnunt testimonium eius." Cf. Ep. 
Barn. iv. 12. 

Tov tjs 1ro.potK[o.s up.wv xpovov. The collocation is common in 
Peter but rare elsewhere in the New Testament; cf. 1 Cor. xv. 40; 
2 Cor. viii. 8, and see Introduction, p. 4. IIapoiK{a. See note on 
7rape1rl8"7µ0, above. IIapoiKe,v is found Luke xxiv. 18 ; H eb. xi. 9 ; 
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7rapotKo,, Acts vii. 6, 29; 7rapoiK{a, Acts xiii. 17. St. Paul will not 
use 7rapotKo, of Christians; they are already <J'Vp,11'oA'irai Twv ay{wv, 
Eph. ii. 19. The word 7rapotKla has a very interesting history; the 
"pilgrims" or "sojourners" in a district or town formed the diocese 
or "parish." See Suicer, s.v. 7rapoiK{a. Diet. of Christian Antiqui­
ties, s. v. Parish ; Bede, ed. Plummer, vol. ii. p. 2 1 2 sq. 

18. et8oTE, /ln. The Holiness and Justice of God are the 
ground of Fear, which is strengthened by another thought, that of the 
high cost of Redemption. The same cast of thought finds expression 
in Heb. vi. 5 sqq., and Clem. Rom. xxi., Tov Kvpwv ~µw1, 'l17<J'ovv 
Xpt<J'r611, o~ To aiµa k£p ~p,w11 i86017, i11Tpa7rwp,e11. Further on Clement 
speaks of the fear of God as KaAo, Kai µlya, Kat <J'w(w11 7ravrn, Tov, 
i11 avr0 lJ<J'{w, &.11a<J'rpecf,oµl11ov, i11 Ka0apif, 8ia11o{q.. This fine passage 
affords an admirable illustration of what we may call "Petrinism," 
the mingled severity and tenderness of the Christian disciplinarian. 

oi'.I <!>8a.pTo'i:, ••. 1r«Tpo1rapa80Tou. "That not with corruptible 
things, silver or gold, were ye redeemed from your vain conversa­
tion handed down from your fathers." Silver and gold (which are 
6.1T"oAAvµe11a, ver. 7, or cf,Oapnf) are dross compared with the price 
that was paid for you. Avrpov is the ransom paid for slaves, Matt. 
xx. 28; Mark x. 45 ; I Tim. ii. 6 we have &.11rlAvrpov; Avrpov<J'0ai 
is used Luke xxiv. 2 l ; Tit. ii. 14 ; Awpw<J't,, Luke i. 68, ii. 38 ; 
Heb. ix. 12; Avrpwr~,, Acts vii. 35 of Moses. The Ransom is 
here the Blood of Christ; in Matt. xx. 28 the ,J!vx~ of Christ. We 
are redeemed from our enemies and from the hand of all that hate 
us, Luke i. 68 sqq.; from &.11oµ{a, Tit. ii. 14; here from vain con­
versation : the historical type suggested in all these passages is that 
of the great deliverance from the house of bondage in Egypt ( cf. 
Ex. vi. 6). The Bible does not attempt to say to whom the 
Ransom is paid, a question on which, in later times, there was much 
unfortunate speculation. The question ought never to have been 
asked, because it does not admit of an answer, except in some sense 
which is hardly compatible with the metaphor of Ransom. A 
money ransom is paid to him who holds the slave, but this is not 
true of a spiritual ransom. To take an analogous case, the Algerian 
slaves were redeemed by the blood and suffering of English sailors, 
but to whom was this ransom paid? 

Closely connected, though not identical, with the idea of Ransom 
is that of Buying. By one and the same act God redeemed us 
from captivity and bought us for His own slaves, Acts xx. 28 
(7repte7T'Ot~<Taro); in 1 Cor. vi. 20, vii. 23; 2 Pet. ii. 1; Apoc. v. 9, 
xiv. 3, 4, the verb used is &.yopalei11, and in all these passages the 
price expressed or intended is the Blood of Christ. 

St. Luke uses the word 6.7r0Avrpw<J't, of final deliverance at the 
Last Day, xxi. 28 ; and St. Paul, who does not use the simple 
Avrpw<J't,, has the compound in the same future sense, Rom. viii. 23; 
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Eph. i. 14, iv. 30; such is probably the meaning also in Rom. iii. 
24; Eph. i. 7 ; Col. i. 14; in Heb. xi. 35 a1ro>.:vrpwcns is equivalent 
to >.:vrpWO'lS ; so also in ix. 1 5. See Abbott on Eph. i. 7. 

1l'aTpo1rapa80Tou. This phrase again might seem to be aimed 
rather at Gentiles than at Jews. From the Apologists we may see 
how reluctant the Gentiles were to cast off the "manner of life " of 
their ancestors, and by so doing to pronounce condemnation upon 
their parents, philosophers, statesmen. See Clem. Alex. Protr. x. ; 
Min. Felix, Oct. vi. The strength of this sentiment is powerfully 
exemplified in Mr. Dill's Roman Society in the Last Cen{ury of the 
Roman Empire. Races like the English, whose past history was less 
glorious, did not feel the difference so keenly ; see Bede, H. E. ii. 1 3. 
"Vain" again is constantly used of idolatry (Acts xiv. 15). Yet 
Jews also had a 1rapaOoO'is, Matt. xv. 2 sqq., which came from their 
fathers, Gal. i. 14, and was in some points against the law of God 
and vain. 

19. ana TLJL('l' aLJLan . • . Xpunou. " But with precious blood of 
Christ as of a lamb unblemished and spotless." On the collocation 
of the words, see Introduction, p. 4. On the Blood of Christ see 
note on ver. 2 above. Here, no doubt, the absence of the article 
before nµ,{'-:! aZµ,an is not without meaning. "Ye were redeemed 
not with corruptible gold, but with precious blood"; both the 
adjectives and the substantives are in strong contrast. • Aµ,wµ,os, 
which in classic Greek means blameless, is used by the LXX. of 
victims which have no physical blemi~h. Hence the name of the 
µ,wµ,00'Ko1ros, an official whose business it was to ascertain this fact, 
Philo, de Agric. 29 (i. 320); Clem. Alex. Strom. iv. 18. 117. "The 
translators having to express the Hebrew mum, a blemish, apparently 
caught at the sound of the Greek p,wp,os, and employed it for their 
purpose" (Hort). It should, however, be observed that in the Old 
Testament the ceremonial and the moral are not easily kept apart, 
and that ap,wµ,os is used of moral integrity, Ps. xiv. (xv.) 2, and else­
where. •A0'1riAos, "spotless," is metaphorical, but is rather moral 
than ceremonial; it is found in the version of Symmachus, Job xv. 
15, but not in the LXX. • Ap,wp,os is used of Christ in a passage very 
similar to this, Heb. ix. 14. The physical perfection of the victim 
is regarded as typical of the sinlessness of Christ, which makes His 
Blood ,dµ,wv. 

Christ is called aµ,vos by the Baptist, John i. 29, 36; in 
Apoc. v. 6 and elsewhere the word used is apvtov. The Paschal 
Lamb or Kid is called 1rpo/3arov rl>..twv, Ex. xii. 5; in Isa. liii. 7 we 
read, ws 1rpo/3arov E?Tl O'<pay~v ~X()'f/, Kal ws aµ,vos lvavr{ov TOV K£{poVTOS 
a<f,wvos oiirws OVK avo{yn TO O'Top,a. Here the sheep is slain, the 
lamb is only shorn, and it has been questioned whether the 
prophet in this particular verse is thinking of the Paschal Lamb 
or, indeed, of any sacrifice at all (see Dr. Cheyne's note). The 



I 20 NOTES ON THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. PETER 

chapter, however, is full of sacrificial imagery, and the Suffering 
Servant is depicted both as an Atoner (Tos af-J,apTtas ~f-J,WV <f,lpn), 
and as a Redeemer (Tep f-J,6)Aw1ri avrov ~f-J,EIS la0'Y)f-J,EV); indeed the 
ideas of Atonement and of Redemption are blended through­
out. The Isaianic passage was very early applied to our Lord, 
Acts viii. 3 2. 

There can be little doubt that Isa. liii. was in the mind of St. 
Peter here. Just before we have had an allusion to Isa. lii. 3, ov 
f-J,ETa &pyvpfov Avrpw0~uEu0£, and references to Isaiah, and to chap. 
liii. in particular, abound in the Epistle. But the "blood of the 
Lamb" does not come from this source. It is found most easily 
in Ex. xii. : the difference of the words 1rp6/3aTov and &f-J,vos is a 
merely superficial difficulty, and TtAEiov is equivalent to rlf-J,Wf-J,DV Kal 
au'TrlAov. We really do not know what words St. Peter himself 
used. But in the case of such allusions there is danger in the 
attempt to bind an author down to fixed passages. St. Peter may 
have meant quite generally the lamb of sacrifice. See note on 
pavnuf-J,6,, ver. ,2 above. 

The question has been raised whether the blood of the Paschal 
Lamb was really a ransom, but it is difficult to understand the 
point of view from which the question is framed. In one sense, of 
course, it was not, as the Epistle to the Hebrews teaches us. But 
in another, as a shadow, it was both an Atonement and a Ransom; 
it covered the houses of the Israelites from the destroying Angel, it 
redeemed the firstborn, and was a condition of the deliverance of 
the whole people from the house of bondage. 

Dr. Hort quotes the Midrash on Ex. xii. 22, "With two bloods 
were the Israelites delivered from Egypt, with the blood of the 
paschal lamb and with the blood of circumcision." 

20. 'lrpoEyvwCTp.lvou. The foreknowledge of God does not neces­
sarily imply the pre-existence of the thing or person foreknown 
(see ver. 2 above; Acts xv. 18; Rom. xi. 2 ), but does not exclude it. 

'lrpo KaTa~o>..~s KOCTp.ou. Matt xiii. 35 (here, perhaps, KO<Tf-J,DV 
should be omitted), xxv. 34; the phrase is used also by Luke, 
John, Paul, and in Hebrews: Apoc. xiii. 8, the Lamb was slain 
from the foundation of the world. It is found also in the Assump­
tion of Moses, and is quoted therefrom in the Ada Syn. Nie. 
(Gelasius Cyzic. ii. 18, p. 28), Kat 1rpo£0£a<TaTO f-J,€ 0 ®€OS 1rpo Kara­
/30A~S KO<Tf-J,DV, Eiva{ f-J,E T~, 8ia0~K'YJ, avTov f-J,E<Ttr'Y)V (Moses is speaking 
to Joshua). This passage of the Assumption was possibly alluded 
to by St. Paul, Gal. iii. 19, and may have suggested the language of 
St. Peter here. The word KaTa/30)..~ is used 2 Mace. ii. 29 of the 
foundation or ground-plan of a house. Dr. Hort quotes also 
Plut. Moralia, ii. 956 A, TO u apx~- Kal d.f-J,a rfi 1rpiTTJ KaTa/30>-..fi TWV 
&v0pi1rwv. 

cj,avEpw8eVTos. Cf. John i. 3 r ; 1 Tim. iii. 16 ; 1 John iii. 5, 8. 
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"Taken by itself the word suggests a previous hidden existence, 
and it was not likely to be chosen except in this implied sense" 
(Hort). 

br' eax1hou TWV xpovwv. "In the last of the times," in the 'last 
epoch of the world's history ; or "at the end of the times " ( fo·xa.Tov 
being taken as neuter and substantival, as in the phrase br' iaxa.Tov 
TWV ~JUpwv, Heb. i. 2). 

8L' op.as. The purport of this verse is still further to deepen the 
reader's sense of the need of holiness and godly fear. Not only is 
the blood precious, but the sacrifice of Christ was purposed by God 
before creation, and all for you. · 

21. Tous 8L' mhou irLaTous eis 0e6v. IlurTet5ovTas is supported by 
the authority of~ CK L P, a number of other MSS., and the Syriac 
Versions ; but the great textual critics prefer mo-Tois, the reading of 
A B, a good cursive, and the Vulgate, on the ground that 1rwTEi­
oVTas is an obvious correction designed to get rid of the otherwise 
unexampled phrase 1rto-Tovs els ®e6v. Ilto-T6s in the active sense 
(=believing) is rare even in the New Testament, and except in 
this passage is always used absolutely. See Dr. Hart's elaborate 
note. Nevertheless els is used after 1rto-Teiw, and there is no 
obvious reason why 1rto-T6s in the active sense should not be 
followed by the same preposition. We must translate "who 
through Him do believe in God." No other meaning will suit the 
context, and Eis after 1rto-T6s in its passive meaning ( = trusted, 
trustworthy) appears to be not only unexampled, but impossible. 
For &' avTov cf. Acts iii. 16, ~ 1r{o-ns ~ oi' avTov (the words of St. 
Peter). Above, ver. 8, Christ is Himself the immediate object of 
Faith; here by Him, by the historical Christ, oi' &.vao-Tao-Ews tK 
VEKpwv (ver. 3), by the 1raO~JLCLTa and o6[at (ver. II), in a word, by 
the gospel, we come to believe in God, who raised Him from the 
dead and gave Him glory. It is to be observed that here the 
brethren believe in God, not because the Son has revealed the 
Father (Matt. xi. 27), but because the Father has revealed the Son. 
The two propositions are reciprocal and interchangeable; hence it 
is clear that we believe in God through Christ not in the same 
sense as that in which we believe through Apollos or Paul, who 
were oia.Kovoi (1 Cor. iii. 5). Here, again, it is impossible to say 
whether St. Peter is addressing himself to Jews or to Gentiles; the 
peculiar attribute ascribed to God was equally new to both. 

Tov eyelpa.vrn . . . 86~a.v. The Resurrection and Exaltation are 
appealed to just as in St. Peter's speech on Pentecost, and indeed 
in the Book of Acts throughout. Here the Resurrection is a 
revelation of God and His abounding mercy; it is also the means 
(or one means) of the avaytvv-qo-is (ver. 3), and gives efficacy to 
Baptism (iii. 21 ). But there is no trace in our Epistle of the 
favourite Pauline thought that the Christian is risen with Christ or 
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has died with Christ. The substance of St. Peter's teaching is the 
same, but the expression is not. 

God gave Jesus Christ glory in the eyes of unbelievers (Acts 
iii. 13) and of the Church, bestowing upon Him of grace "the 
Name which is above every name" (Phil. ii. 9; see Lightfoot's 
note). Cf. Apoc. i. 17, 18. Thus we can understand John xvii. 5. 

WC7TE T~V 'll'LC7TLV Op.wv Kal e:\ir18a e!vm ELS 0eov. " So that your 
faith and hope is towards God." Faith in Christ (ver. 8) is also 
faith in God, who gave Christ glory, whose mercy is the ultimate 
source of the resurrection, the regeneration, and the gospel gener­
ally. Kiihl, with a number of German commentators, translates 
"so that your faith is also hope towards God." In this way we 
should get the sense "so that your faith is transformed into hope," 
and thus escape the apparent tautology between ,rio-Tov, £1, ®e6v, 
,r{o-nv el, ®eov. There is no other substantial argument in favour 
of this artificial rendering (it is rightly rejected by Dr. Hort). 
Tautology is a characteristic of St. Peter's style ; see Introduction, 
p. 6. Further, faith and hope are so closely connected in St. 
Peter's mind that they are merely two aspects of the same thing; 
the one involves the other so completely that it is difficult to see 
how he could say that the one becomes the other. 

At this point ends what we may call the doctrinal section of the 
Epistle. St. Peter has been explaining the three Na mes, their 
three attributes, and their several relations. Here he passes to the 
practical Christian life, catching up and expounding the words 
ayiao-µ,5,, avayevvav. The word suggests the thought, doctrine 
and exhortation are blended in easy natural flow, and there are 
constant recurrences and developments of ideas already expressed. 

22, 23. 'HyvtKOTes carries us back to vers. 2, 15 ; v?TaKo~ to 
vers. 2, 14; the following avayeyevvYJp.lvoi to ver. 3; but something 
new is added to each word. The order of conception seems to be 
truth, regeneration, obedience, purity, love of the brethren. Truth 
is explained by the words Sia Myov (wVTO<; ®wv Kal fJ-€VOVTO<;. It is 
the word uttered by the Spirit of Christ through the prophets 
(vers. 10-I2); through this truth comes the New Birth. The 
Truth must be obeyed, carried out in action as a law even before 
we understand it, in order that we may understand it (as in John 
vii. 17); see note on ver. 2. Obedience leads to purity of soul. 
'Ayvo, in classical Greek is mainly a moral word (sanct11s not sacer; 
but these, like ayw,, ayv6,, are connected in etymology); it is used 
especially of .virginity; but the verb is generally used of ceremonial 
purification. In the New Testament ayv6, always has the moral 
sense ; ayv{(eiv is used of ceremonial cleansing in John xi. 5 5 and 
Acts xxi. 24, 26, xxiv. 18, but in Jas. iv. 8, 1 John iii. 3, as 
here, of spiritual cleansing. We may compare the phrase ayul(eiv 
ilv &>..YJ0e{'l-, John xvii. 1 7, 19. Purity from evil inclinations, especi-
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ally from rancour and malice, leads to love of the brethren (not 
"brotherly love"). The word cf,iAaoEA<p{a in' secular Greek and in 
4 Mace. xiii. 21, 23, 26, xiv. 1, means the mutual love of brothers 
by birth; but in 2 Mace. xv. 14 Jeremiah is called o cf,iM'8£Acf,os 
o~-ros because of his love for all Jews (Hort). In the New Testa­
ment it is used (Rom. xii. 10; 1 Thess. iv. 9; Heb. xiii. 1; 2 Pet. 
i. 7) in what is really a new sense, of love for those who are 
brethren by virtue of the &.11ayl1111'Y/cri,. Love of the Christian 
brotherhood must be ( 1) &.YV'rr6Kpi-ros (Rom. xii. 9; 2 Cor. vi. 6), 
not affected, Pharisaic, formal, mechanical, but sincere and from 
the heart. ( 2) EKTEY~,, "fervent"; the word seems to convey the 
idea of straining intensity, but some regard it as meaning "steady," 
"unintermittent." The adverb £KT£11w, occurs only in later Greek, 
'and was regarded as a vulgarism ; see Lo beck's Phrynichus, p. 3 11 ; 
Dr. Rutherford, New Phrynichus, p. 365, thinks that even the 
adjective is not Attic. 

o"rrop&. is fixed to the sense of "seed" (semen not satio) by the 
epithets. Many modern German commentators and Alford under­
stand the meaning to be' "born again not of a human father" (cf. 
John i. 13, iii. 4) ; but a better explanation is found in the parable 
of the Sower; cf. Luke viii. I 1, 0 CT7r6pos €<TTLY O Aoyo, TOV ®wv. 

In lha. Myou twVTos 0Eou Kal JJ,EVOVTos the article is again omitted. 
The epithets are best taken with >-..6yov. As >-..6yov is antithetical to 
<T'll"Opas, so are twnoc; KUL phwro, to ov cf,0ap-r~, &.>-..>-..a &.cf,0ap-rov; again 
we have >-..6yo, tw11 in Heb. iv. 12, and EA7rt, twcra in ver. 3 above; 
and finally Myov phonos is caught up and illustrated by the words 
-ro OE p~µ,a Kvpfov µ,lm in the following quotation. This is the con­
struction adopted by A.V., R.V. (text), Alford, Kiihl, von Soden, 
and most modern commentators. Dr. Hort follows the Vulgate 
and many, especially of the older scholars, in coupling the epithet 
with ®wv (cf. Dan. vi. 26, av-ros yap £(TTlJ/ ®£OS µ,l11wv KQL tw11 £1, 
YEJ/£0.S Y£Y£WY lw, TOV aiw110, ). Aoyos is identified by St. Peter 
himself with p~µ,a, and this again with the gospel which his readers 
had heard (-ro d!ayy£At<T0EY eis vp.,as: cf. Ota. TWJ/ £VUY)'EAl<Tap.,t11w11 
vµ,as, ver. 1 2 above), virtually with the 7ra01µ,a-ra Kat '86lai. 

24. lhon is used by St. Peter to introduce quotations from the 
Old Testament, i. 16, ii. 6, and here. In iii. 10 yap is used 
(Hort). 

iriicra erupt. From Isa. xl. 6-8. St. Peter departs from the LXX. 
in inserting ws before x6pTO,, and in substituting av-r~. for a.110pw7rov 
and Kvpfov for -rov ®wv ~µ,w11, but follows it in omitting two clauses 
of the Hebrew (" because the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it; 
surely the people is grass") after •lt7r£<T£Y. Dr. Hort observes that 
St. Peter possibly found all these changes already made in the text 
of the LXX. which he used. 

e~rip&.v0ri and eflirEcrE are gnomic aorists which may be rendered 
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in English by the present. Dr. Hort illustrates the av0o, xop-rov by 
reference to Sinai and Palestine, p. 139, where Dean Stanley de­
scribes the blazing scarlet of anemones, tulips, and poppies among 
the thin, shortlived grass of spring in the Levant, and points out 
the fine comparison of this 86[a of nature to the "conversation" 
inherited by the Greeks from their fathers, which, "vain" as it was, 
was also so brilliant and attractive. But the main point of the 
quotation is the contrast between the shortness of earthly beauty 
and the eternity of the word of God. St. James manifestly alludes 
to this passage of Isaiah (i. 10, II) in a different context; he is 
disparaging wealth, and omits all reference to the word of God. If 
there is any literary connexion here between the two Epistles, the 
right of priority seems to belong to St. Peter, who introduces the 
quotation with far greater ease, appropriateness, and power. See 
note on lloK{µwv, ver. 7 above. 

25. Kup(ou stands, as already observed, for the -rov ®wv 'Y]µwv of 
the LXX. and Hebrew. Dr. Hort observes that "Kvplov without 
the article must be taken, as in most cases, for Jehovah, the God of 
Israel, our God." But the noticeable point is that in a matter of 
such grave import there should be any exceptions at all: and the 
fact seems to be that if we exclude direct quotations from the Old 
Testament, and such phrases as a''l'/EAo,, cpwv~, xdp, 7rnvµa Kvpi'ov, 
which are taken from the Old Testament and stereotyped by usage, 
it is hardly possible in the New Testament to make any distinction 
between Kvpw, and o Kvpw,. Even in the Old Testament o Kvpw, 
stands not infrequently for Jehovah (passages quoted Matt. xxii. 44; 
Luke ii. 23; Acts ii. 25); and in the New Testament Kvpw,, without 
the article, is constantly used of Christ (Luke ii. 1 r ; Acts x. 36 ; 
in Rom. xiv. 5-9 Kvp{<f' and -rep Kvp{<f' are used quite indifferently ; 
xvi. 2 sqq., iv Kvp{<f', this is a common phrase; r Cor. vii. 17-39, 
x. 21, 22, xvi. 11; 2 Cor. iii. 16-18; Phil. iii. 20; 2 Thess. i. 
r, 2, 12 ). We have seen that in St. Peter's view the Spirit of Christ 
was in the prophets, and it is not possible to say that in the present 
passage he intends to draw any absolute distinction between Kvplov 
and Xpunov. 

EL, up.as. "Unto you," is equivalent to vµ,v, as in vcr. 4 above. 
Dr. Hort would give the preposition its sense of motion, "which 
was preached ( reaching even) to you." The R. V. translates, "And 
this is the word of good tidings which was preached unto you"; and 
it should not be forgotten that in the times of the apostle evayyDuov 
still preserved distinctly the meaning of "good spell " or tidings, 
which we are so apt to forget when we use the abbreviated 
"gospel." 

II. I. Here begins a new passage of exhort::i.tion suggested by 
the word avayeyevV'YJf-LEvoi. It extends to the end of ver. 1 o. 

chro8lp.evOL oov. "Therefore," since ye are burn again, since ye 
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have become babes, lay aside all kinds of wickedness, and desire 
the milk which Christ will give you. Milk causes growth; the 
growth will fit them for their place in the spiritual house, the royal 
priesthood. Here again the Christian is addressed as member of a 
corporation. 'A1ro0fo-0ai is to be taken rather in the sense of cleans­
ing defilements (iii. 2 1, ov uapKos J.1r60£uis pv1rov) than in that of 
putting off clothing (as in Rom. xiii. 12 ; Eph. iv. 2 2; Col. iii. 
5 sqq.). The sins named are such as are specially destructive of 
cpi>-..aoe>-..cp{a. KaK{a in the classics means either vice generally, as 
opposed to JpeT~, or specially cowardice. Suicer distingµishes three 
ecclesiastical uses of the word : ( 1) Evil, misery, trouble ; Matt. vi. 
34, ripKeTov Tfj ~µipq, ~ KaK{a avT~s. ( 2) Vice ; the word is com­
monly so used by the Fathers, and Theophylact gives it this sense 
in Rom. i. 29 (ad Rom. chap. iii.); but it is very doubtful whether 
he is right. (3) Malice; 1 Cor. xiv. 20, T'/] KaK{q, vri1rui(eTE, where 
Theophylact notes llrJ7rta(n Tfj KaK{q, 0 µ,07'8eva KUKO'TrDlWV &AX 6:JU7r£p 
v~1rwv aKaKos. Cf. Col. iii. 8 ; Tit. iii. 3. Dr. Hort maintains 
that in the Pauline Epistles KaK{a always bears this sense. In the 
present passage the A.V. has "malice," the R. V. "wickedness." 
The addition of 1rauav, "every kind or form of," suits "wickedness" 
better than the more determinate " malice," and the same remark 
applies to uvv 1ra<r[J KaK{q,, Eph. iv. 31. In ii. 16 below KaK{a 
seems clearly to mean "wickedness." Upon the whole it seems 
best to regard KaK{a as the general term which is defined by the 
following special vices. In J as. i. 2 r, Bio &1ro0lµ,evoi 1rauav pv1rap{av 
Kal 1repiuudav KaK{as, the general sense "wickedness" seems to suit 
better. It may be observed that James appears to combine I Pet. 
ii. 1, iii. 2 1, so that here, too, he is more naturally regarded as the 
borrower. 

OiroKplou;;. So~ ACK L P, the Vulgate, Philoxenian Syriac, and 
Armenian; B, the Peshito, Coptic, and Aethiopic have v1r6Kpiuiv. 
For the sense see civv1r6KptTos above. St. Peter is probably thinking 
of our Lord's denunciations of the Pharisaic hypocrisy, which was 
strict in outward observances but cold at heart, setting its rules and 
forms above charity. The plural may mean kinds of hypocrisy or 
acts of hypocrisy ; as rlpernl in classical Greek means " virtues " or 
"virtuous deeds." 

Kcmi>..a>..ui,. "All backbitings." The verb KaTaAaAetv is used 
by Aristophanes, Ranae, 7 5 2, of a slave who " blabs " his master's 
secrets; it is quoted also from the lost I'~pas, Bekker, Anecd. i. 102. 

In later Greek it bears the sense of talking or railing against. The 
adjective KaTa>-..aXos (Rom. i. 30) and substantive Karn>-..a>-..ia (2 Cor. 
xii: 20) are found only in the New Testament. 

2. ws &pnylvvriTa l3plcj,ri. "As newborn babes." "'ApnylvvriTos 
is a late and rare word, replacing veoyv6s. This is the only place 
where f3plcpri is used figuratively, v~moi being commonly so used" 
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(Hort). The simile, which is very appropriate for those who are 
&.vay£y£VVTJfLlvoi, recalls Matt. xviii. 3. In St. Peter's view Christians 
are always babes, and therefore also always recently born. This is 
in substance the explanation of Dr. Hort and von Soden. Kiihl 
insists that &.pnylvv'Y/rn must mean that the readers had been quite 
recently converted, and finds in the word a confirmation of his view 
that the readers of the Epistle did not belong to Churches founded 
by St. Paul, and that the Epistle was written before Romans. But 
this is too large a conclusion from so slender a premiss. Even if 
the readers had been converted by St. Paul, their Christianity was 
still young. But in respect of Eternity, as von Soden well says, the 
beginning of the new life must always seem a thing of yesterday. 

e1rmo8~0-«Te ... o-wn1p[a.v. "Desire the sincere milk of the 
word that ye may grow thereby" (A.V.). "Long for the spiritual 
milk, which is without guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salva­
tion" ( R. V. ). The words £ls uwr'YJp{av are undoubtedly genuine; 
see Tischendorf's note. AoyiKov ya,\a is understood by the great 
majority of commentators, as by the A.V., to mean "milk of the 
word," on the grounds that St. Peter is recalling the ,\6yos of i. 23 
(just as in ,WoJ\.ov he recalls the 86,\ov of the preceding verse), and 
that ,\6yos in the New Testament always means "word." Of those 
who thus translate the phrase, some regard " milk of the word" as 
meaning "the milk which is the word" (" lac uerbi est periphrasis 
uerbi ipsius," Bengel); others, "the milk which is contained in the 
word," that is to say, specially Christ (so Kiihl, Weiss, Keil, von 
Soden). This latter point seems unimportant, if we consider what 
St. Peter has said touching the relation of Christ to Scripture. 

Dr. Hort insists that ,\oyiK6, in the Stoic writers (even in Aris­
totle; see Bonitz, Index), in later Greek, and commonly in Philo, 
means rational, and can mean nothing else; further, that in Rom. 
xii. r (the only other passage in the Greek Bible where the word is 
found) it bears this sense, and that Eusebius uses the word with the 
same meaning. It may be observed, however, that St. Paul does 
not use the phrase J\.oyiKov ya,\a, and that his ,\oyiK~ ,\arp£{a corre­
sponds to St. Peter's 1r-vrnfLaTlKas 0vu{a,; that the usage of St. Paul can 
never be compared with that of St. Peter without great caution and 
reserve ; that Myo,, in the sense of the word of God, or scripture, is 
unknown to secular Greek; and that ,\oyiK6,, " belonging to the 
word," is at any rate strictly analogous to ,\oyiK6,, " belonging to the 
human reason." Finally, as it is certainly the habit of St. Peter to 
pick up and repeat his words, it would seem that the balance of 
argument is in favour of the translation of the A.V. "A8oJ\.os does 
not mean "unadulterated," nor exactly "veracious," as in Aescb. 
Ag. 95, XP{fLaTO\, ayvov fLUAaKats &.86,\oicri 1rapTJyop{ai,, but "guileless," 
as the pattern of sincerity, and as forbidding all 86,\o,, cf. ii. 22. · 

I'a,\a is probably a reminiscence of Isa. Iv. r ; if so, there is an 
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additional reason for taking AoyiK011 as above. In any case the 
word is suggested to St. Peter quite simply by &11aye,;nnwhoi and 
{3ptcp'f/. The passage marks better than any other the difference 
between St. Peter, the Epistle to the Hebrews, and St. Paul. In 
St. Peter's eyes the Christian is always a babe, always in need of 
mother's milk, always growing, not to perfection, but to deliverance. 
In Heb. v. 12, vi. 2, milk is the catechism, the rudiments of the 
faith, including repentance, faith, baptisms, laying on of hands, 
resurrection, judgment, and is contrasted with "the solid meat" of 
the perfect, who have a formed character (oia T~11 ltlll ), can judge for 
themselves, and do not need a guide. This is an adaptation of the 
teaching of Philo (de migr. Abr. 9 (i. 443), lnpos Y'f/rr{w11 Kat lnpo, 
TEAe{w11 xwpos £(TTlJI : 6 (i. 440 ), £JI TaVT'[J Tii xwpq. Kat yt110<; £(TT{ CTOL TO 
a&op,a0t,, TO avTooCoaKTOJI, TO ll'f/1/"{a<; Kat yaAaKTwOOV<; Tpocp~t, tlp,froxo11 : 
but Philo probably borrowed it from the Stoics ; cf. Epictetus, ii. 
16. 39, ov 0D,w; ~O'f/, w<; Ta rrat8ta, tl7ToyaAaKnCT0~11ai KO.l d7rTECT0ai 
Tpo<{,~, crrepeJJdpa,; It takes up the old philosophic distinction 
between the /3{0, rrpaKnKo, and 0£wp'f/nKos, and regards the Christian 
as moving up naturally and properly through instruction, obedi­
ence, law, discipline, into knowledge and freedom. This was the 
view adopted by Clement of Alexandria and Origen, and indeed by 
the whole of the later Church. It represents a via media between 
St. Peter and St. Paul. The latter draws the same distinction as 
Hebrews between ya.Aa and f3pwp,a ( 1 Cor. iii. r, 2 ), but regards the 
"babes in Christ "as ov 1r11rup,anKo{, a·apKt11oi, or crapKiKo{. Here also 
the distinction is probably based, if 'not on Philo, on some cognate 
Rabbinical teaching. St. Paul is vexed with "the babe," who is in 
fact the weaker brother, the formalist, and needs not to be carried 
further along the same line, but to be put upon a different line. 
Neither to St. Paul nor to Hebrews is "milk" the biblical milk of 
Isaiah, nor is "the babe " the little child of the Gospels. St. Peter 
not only differs from them both, but he differs as being more 
scriptural and evangelical. This point, which is in many ways of 
the gravest importance, has not received the attention it deserves. 

3. EL eyeoaau9e OTL XPYJO-TO<; o Koptoc;. "If ye have tasted that 
the Lord is good." "Milk" suggests a quotation from Ps. xxxiii. 
(xxxiv.) 9, yevcracr0e Kat l0£TE OTl XP'f/CTTOS b Kvpw,. The words Kat 
i'.oere are omitted as not quite suiting the milk. A. V., R. V. translate 
"that the Lord is gracious," but we need an adjective that will suit 
the figure of speech. "In the Psalm o Kvpws stands for Jehovah, 
as it very often does, the LXX. inserting and omitting the article 
with Kvpws on no apparent principle. On the other hand, the next 
verse shows St. Peter to have used o Kvpw, in its commonest, though 
not universal, N.T. sense of Christ. It would be rash, however, to 
conclude that he meant to identity Jehovah with Christ. No such 
identification can be clearly made out in the N.T." (Hort). But 
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the point, as already observed, is that the writers of the New 
Testament take no trouble to guard their readers against misappre­
hension on a subject of such consequence. Seep. 124, above. 

4. irpos 6v 1rpoaepx611-evoL. "Coming unto whom." The phrase is 
suggested, as Dr. Hort thinks, by ver. 6 of the Psalm just quoted, 
7rpocrD,0aT€ 7rpo, avTOV Kat cpwT[cr0'YJTE. Indeed the whole Psalm was 
present to St. Peter's mind throughout the Epistle; cf. ver. 10, 

cf,oj3~0'YJT€ TOV Kvpwv 7rUVT€<; Ot ayiol avTOv, with i. 15-17; ver. 5, 
£K 7racrwv TWV 7rapOlKlWV p,ov ippvcraT6 p,e, with i. I 7 ; vers. l 3-1 7 are 
quoted below, iii. 10-12; in ver. 23 we have the word AVTpwcrerni, 
and ver. 20, 7rOAAa1 ai 0M,j;ei, Twv DiKa{wv, Kat iK 7racrwv avTwv 
/YvcreTai avTov, o Kvpio,, gives in little the main theme of the Epistle. 
The present participle is used because stones keep coming one after 
another; but it may, as Kiihl thinks, denote the perpetual lifelong 
drawing nigh of the soul to its Redeemer. The idea of stones 
" coming " is not very natural, and it is therefore all the more 
probable that Hermas was influenced by St. Peter when he speaks 
of stones "coming up" (avaf3a{veiv) to be built into the tower 
(Sim. ix. 3. 4). 

>..rnov twna. "A living stone." Cf. J).._7r{aa twcrav, i. 3 ; A6yo, twv, 
i. 23; the phrase means much more than "an animated stone": 
that "lives" in St. Peter's sense which is spiritual, divine, eternal. 
The apostle here brings in a new metaphor, the stones, the house, 
in order to reiterate with fresh force the necessity of holiness ; the 
keyword is the aywv of ver. 5. But he has already in view the 
quotations which he is about to introduce in ver. 6 sqq. The 
word M0o,, once used, draws him on to say more about it. This 
artless conversational method is highly original; and it will be 
observed that the hints or suggestions which guide the thought are 
usually words or phrases of Scripture. This is a consideration 
which ought to be allowed weight in discussing the relation between 
vers. 6-8 and the parallel passage in Romans. 

5. K«l mhoi ... 1rveu11-anK6s. "Be ye also as living stones built 
up a spiritual house." 

It seems best to take oiKoDop,e'icr0e as imperative, the last link of 
the chain of imperatives extending from i. r 3 onwards. Dr. Hort 
regards it as indicative, and translates "ye are being builded." 
Here again St. Peter keeps distinctly in view the corporate idea of 
the Christian life ; the house or temple is the community as in 
Eph. ii. 21, 22, not the individual soul as in 1 Cor. iii. 16, vi. 19. 

The word oTKo, is used here probably because it means both 
"house" and "household," and thus suits both the preceding 
oiKoDop,e'icrOe and the following iepaTevµa. ITvev1tanK6,, "spiritual,'' 
"immaterial," or perhaps "reasonable." Philo has the adjective 
7rvevµaTiK6, (de mundi op{ficio 22, i. 15). In his psychology 
7rvevp,a, the breath of life, which makes the animal soul "live'' 
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(Gen. ii. 7), is synonymous with the Greek 11ovs (quod detur potion· 
insid. 22, i. 207. See Siegfried, p. 240, and Hatch, Essays in 
Biblical Greek, p. 126). 

els tep1heu11-a. uyLov. "To be a holy priesthood." The AV. 
follows KL P, the Vulgate, and Peshito in omitting ek Here again 
St. Peter is looking forward to a passage of Scripture which he 
means to quote more precisely ; in Ex. xix. 6, ayw11 is the epithet 
of W11os not of iepa:rwp,a. The living stones, when they are built 
into the house, become also the body of priests who minister in the 
house, and the priests must be holy. The word ayws is repeated 
here with emphasis from i. 15, and resumes all that has been said 
from that point. 

avevlyKm , .. XpLaTou. "To offer up spiritual sacrifices accept­
able to God through Jesus Christ." 'A11arplpew is thus used, not in 
classical Greek, nor by St. Paul, but commonly in the LXX. (e.g. Gen. 
xxii. 2, 13, of the sacrifice of Isaac), by James (ii. 21), and in Heb. 
(vii. 27, xiii. 15). St. Peter does not define the sacrifices further 
than by saying that they are spiritual, as befits the spiritual house 
and the holy priesthood. The epithet 1r11wp,anKas distinguishes 
them from the offerings of the Law; they are not shadows and 
symbols, but realities, such as spirit offers to spirit, and a holy priest­
hood to a holy God. It would, however, be pressing the word too 
far to regard it as excluding all connexion with material objects ; for 
a gift of money is spoken of as a 0va-la (Phil. iv. 18 ; cf. Acts x. 4; 
Heb. xiii. 16). Purely spiritual acts of self-dedication, praise, faith, 
are also spoken of as sacrifices (Rom. xii. 1 ; Phil. ii. 1 7 ; Eph. v. 
1, 2); and no doubt no sacrifice is 7r11evp,anK~ without the act of self­
surrender. Here, where the sacrifices are those of the community, 
it seems impossible so to restrict them as to make them merely 
another name for rpti\a8ei\cf,{a, or for the putting away of all malice 
or wickedness. The praise and prayers of the assembly of brethren 
are no doubt meant, but their gifts are not excluded. 

e1hrpoa8EKTous 0e4> 8ux. 'ltiaou XpLaTou. " Acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ." "Ev1rp6cr8eKTos is not used in the LXX. or 
Apocrypha (the simple 8eKTos being preferred in this sense), but 
it was known to Greek religion (Schol. on Arist. Pax, 1054), 
and also to ordinary Greek language (Plutarch, Praec. Ger. Reip. 
801 C)" (Hort). Commentators appear to be very evenly divided 
on the question whether 8uf is to be taken with a11e11lyKai or with 
ev1rpocr8lKTovs. Heb. xiii. 15 favours the former construction; the 
order of words, the latter. There is a difference in the sense. In 
the former case we offer through Jesus spiritual sacrifices which 
are acceptable because spiritual; in the second, we offer spiritual 
sacrifices, which are acceptable because offered through Him, 
deriving all their worth from Him who presents them to God, and 
with whose one sacrifice they are bound up. 

9 
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6. 8uln -rrepdxe• lv ypacl>fj. "Because it contains in Scripture." 
rpacp~ drops the article here just as " Scripture" does in English. 
Ilepdxew is absolute and impersonal, as in Josephus, Ant. xi. 4. 7, 
/3ovAoµai y{ve<r0ai 71'<LVTa Ka0w,; iv avrfi 7f'EPi£XEl, The same use of the 
word is found in Origen and in Adamantius (see Hort). In other 
passages, though the verb has ceased to be transitive, it is followed 
by an adverb or adverbial phrase; thus we find £7f't<rroAa2 7repdxov<r< 
TOV rpo7rOV TOVTOV, Josephus, Ant. xii. 4. 11 ; £7f'l<rToAa<; 71'Eptexov<ra<; 
ovrw,, 2 Mace. ix. 18, xi. 22. ITepwx~ is used for a table of 
contents or summary of a book (see Facciolati, Periocha), or for a 
paragraph or passage, Cic. ad Att. xiii. 25. 3; Acts viii. 32. 

In the passage which follows we have a cento of quotations 
from the Old Testament. 'I8ov r{0YJµi ••• Karai<rxvv0fj is from Isa. 
xxviii. 16 ; A{0o, • • • ywv{a, from Ps. cxvii. ( cxviii.) 2 2 ; A{0o, ••• 
<rKav8aAov from Isa. viii. 14; ylvo, iKAeKrov from Isa. xliii. 20; 

{3a<r{Anov 1eparwµa, Wvo<; aywv from Ex. xix. 6 ; Aao<; Et<; 71'Epl7rO{YJ<rlV 
• • • i$,ayye{AYJTE from Isa. xliii. 21 (Aa6v µov 8v 71'EptE7f'OtYJ<r<L}l-YJV -ra, 
tipera<; µov 8iY)yEt<r0ai). 01 7f'OT€ ov .\a6, ••• £AEYJ0lvTE<; is a clause 
made up of phrases taken from Hos. i. ii. 

The relation between I Pet. ii. 6-8 and Rom. ix. 33 is discussed 
in the Introduction, p. 18 sqq. St. Peter is catching up, reiterating, 
justifying from Scripture, words which he has used immediately 
before, in vers. 4 and 5 ; but some of them have been present in 
his thoughts from the first; thus £KAeKr6,, i. 1 ; nµ17, r{µ,w,, i. 7, 
19; ayw,, i. 15; Aoyo,, i. 23, ii. 2; and we may add ov Aao, com­
pared with avayeyevvY)µlvoi, i. 23. The passage which occurred to 
him first was Ps. cxvii. ( cxviii.) 2 2, from which comes the 
ti7ro8e8oKip,a<rµlvov of ver. 4; this word started the train of asso­
ciation which suggested the other quotations. This particular 
quotation is used elsewhere by St. Peter, Acts iv. 11, and in the 
Gospels (Luke xx. 1 7 with parallels), but nowhere else. These 
features seem to be strongly in favour of St. Peter's originality here; 
but Dr. Hort and many other high authorities think it morally 
certain that St. Peter borrowed the common part of his quotation 
from St. Paul. 

t8oo, r(8rip.• ••• Ka.rcuaxuv8fi. "Behold, I lay in Sion a chief 
corner stone, elect, honoured; and he that believeth on him 
shall not be put to shame." The LXX. version of Isa. xxviii. 16 is 
l8ov iyw iµ(3aUw d, TU 0eµlAia ::Siwv At0ov 71'0AVTEA~ £KAEKTOV 
aKpoywviatOV Evnµov, £1, Td 0eµlAia avr~<; Kal o 7f'L<I'TEVWV ov /1-~ 
Karai<rxvv0f,. St. Peter omits 7f'oAvreA~, "precious"; :vriµov might 
bear the same meaning, but he clearly takes it to mean "held in 
honour," which is the more usual sense of the word. 

e-rr' a.iir{ii after ?i'i<rrevwv is found in most MSS. of the LXX., and 
was inserted, as Dr. Hort thinks, before the Christian era. The 
Hebrew text as translated by the R.V. is "Behold, I lay in Zion for 
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a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone of 
sure foundation : he that believeth shall not make haste." The 
Stone is Jehovah Himself (Cheyne), or the Messianic King (Hort). 
"Shall not make haste," shall not flee in terror, is not in itself 
badly represented by ov µ~ Kamurxv110fi: but these words are here 
understood, " shall not be ashamed, but shall come to honour." 
'AKpoyw11iafo11 makes of the stone not a foundation, but the "head 
of the corner"; and this mistranslation probably accounts for the 
substitution of r{0YJp,l iv for iµf3a11.11.w d, Ta 0,µl11.ia. In Rom. ix. 
33, loov, Tl0YJp,l £JI ::Siwv 11.{0011 1rpo<rK6µµaro,, a different but equally 
cogent reason can be assigned for the same substitution; it was not 
possible for St. Paul to speak of "the stone of stumbling," a loose 
stone lying in the road, as a foundation. Both apostles there­
fore may have made the same change independently, but it is 
quite possible that they found it already made in some common 
source. 

nurreuew here has quite the same sense as in Isaiah. St. Paul 
finds in it a proof of the difference between the righteousness of 
faith and that of works. 

7. up.'i:v oov 'lj np.~ To'i:s maTeuouow. "For you therefore which be­
lieve is the honour." The words are an explanation of o 1ri<ru1,w11 
l1r' avT<f ov µ~ KaTai<rxv110fj and of the preceding 211nµo11. Cf. i. 7, 
,l, 21rai11ov Kat 86[av Kat nµ~v. In the following sentence the con­
trasted dishonour is explained by 1rporrK61rrov<ri, the honour itself by 
the lofty titles which are given to those who are built upon the 
stone. The translation of the A.V. "unto you therefore which 
believe he is precious" (it comes from Erasmus, Luther, Calvin, and 
Bengel, and found its way into the English Bible through Tyndale), 
is objectionable grammatically, for 1 nµ~ is subject not predicate. 
The R.V. has, "For you therefore which believe is the precious­
ness." "It is you that are concerned in the preciousness of which 
Isaiah speaks ; for you that stone is before God of great price; the 
benefit of its high prerogatives accrues to you" (Hort). But this ex­
planation is based upon the omitted 1roAVTEA~, assigns no meaning 
to o 1ri<rTEvwv l1r' avT'{' ov µ~ KaTai<rxvv0fi, and gives to nµ~ a sense 
which it cannot bear. Tiµ~ means "a price" (Matt. xxvii. 6), or 
"honour," but is hardly used of intrinsic worth, and never of that 
value in affection which we call "preciousness." 

dnwTouaL 8l. " But to such as disbelieve," "to anybody who 
disbelieves." The article is occasionally omitted before the 
participle when the persons denoted are left quite indeterminate. 
So Plato, Rep. x. 595 C, 7r0/\.Aa TOl o[VTEpov (311.,1r6vTWV aµ/311.v-r,pov 
opwVTE, 1rp6-r,pov doov, "short-sighted men often catch sight of 
things before men of keener vision." 

>..mos ..• ywvlas. From Ps. cxvii. (cxviii.) zz quite literally 
except that the LXX. has M0ov (attracted to the case of 6v). The 
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verse is quoted by our Saviour (Matt. xxi. 42; Mark xii. 10; Luke 
xx. 17), and by St. Peter (Acts iv. rr), but not elsewhere. 

8, M8os "ll'poaK01111aTos Kal "ll'frpa aKavSa>..ou is from Isa. viii. 14. 
The Hebrew text is translated in the R. V. "for a stone of stumbling 
and for a rock of offence." "The LXX. translators apparently 
shrank from the plain sense, and boldly substituted a loose para­
phrase containing a negative which inverts Isaiah's drift, Kal ovx ws 
)\[()ov -;rpoa-K6µµan rrvvavr1a-ea-0e ( avT<i>) ouOE ws -;rfrpas 'lr'Twµan" 
(Hort). Theodotion and Symmachus have ds )\[()ov -;rpoa-K6µµaTO, 
Kat ets -;rfrpav -;rrwµaros. Aquila, ds )\{()ov -;rpoa-K6µµarns Kal £ls 
O-T£peov a-Kavoa,\ou (Field's Hexapla). St. Paul (Rom. ix. 33), )\[()ov 
-;rpoa-K6µµaros Kat -;rfrpav rrKavOaAov. It would seem that the LXX. 
translation was known to be faulty, and that it had been corrected 
into a shape very similar to that given by St. Peter and St. Paul. 
Indeed there is reason for supposing that the exact shape was 
in use. A{0os -;rpoa-Koµµaros is given by Aquila, and -;rl.rpa a-Kavoa.Aov 
seems to underlie the words of our Saviour (Matt. xvi. 23), o OE 
a-rpacpds ei-;re T<(l Ilfrp<tJ' qY-;raye O'lrl<J"W µov, ::Sarava: <J"KavOaAov eT lµov. 
At any rate this speech would very readily suggest to Christian 
minds the slight final correction that was needed. It should be 
noticed, moreover, that these three prophecies were naturally much 
used by Christians, and that they recur in combination. In the 
Gospels, Ps. cxvii. ( cxviii.) 2 2 is followed by words (-;ras a -;rea-ti>v l-;r' 
£KE'i:vov Tov )\[0ov uvv0Aaa-01rrerai, Luke xx. 18) which appear to be 
suggested by Isa. viii. 14. In Rom. ix. 33 and here in Peter we 
have all three; and in Barnabas vi., l-;re1 ws )\{()os lrrxvpos frl0YJ 
£is <J"VVTpl/3~v· 'Ioov lµf3a>..w £is Ta 0eµl>..ia ::Siwv, a quotation of Isa. 
xxviii. 16 is preceded by words (frl()YJ El, a-vvrpif3~v) which seem to 
be a reminiscence of r[0YJµi lv liwv and of )\{()os -;rpoa-K6p.µaros. It 
is therefore quite unnecessary to suppose that St. Peter's version of 
Isaiah is derived from that of St. Paul. 

ot "ll'poaKo"ll'Touat T~ >..oy<tJ a."ll'et8ouVTes. "Who stumble on the 
word through disobedience." The proper meaning of &:1m0e7,v is 
"disobey," and of <hm0~s "disobedient." "Disobey" is not the 
same thing as "disbelieve," but the two are closely connected and 
here practically equivalent, because disobedience is the outward 
expression of disbelief. T<i> Aoy1ll is better taken both with -;rpoa-KO'lr­
rovrri and with a-;rn0ovvT£s, but the German commentators generally 
incline to take it with a-;rn0ovvre, alone: "who stumble through 
disobeying the word." The chief reason given by Ki.ihl for this 
construction is that r<i> A6y<tJ could not without some explanation 
be put for T<(l )\[()<i!, because such a substitution involves a nearer 
approach to the J ohannine use of "word " than we can find in 
Peter. This, however, is needless refinement. The unbelievers 
stumble on the word of prophecy, the word which makes Christ the 
chief corner stone. The participle appears to have its usual adverbial 
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force, they stumble "because they disobey," so that disobedience, 
rebellion, causes the stumbling. We cannot take a7l'n0ovvTEs as 
co-ordinate with 11'po<TK61l'rov<n, "they stumble and disobey," because 
of the parallelism with a1rurrovtrt l.y£v~O'YJ MOos 11'potrK6µµaros. 

Eis 8 Ka.l hlBria-a.v. "Whereunto also they were appointed" 
by the ordinance of God; cf. ds 6 frlO'Y/v l.y6J K~pvt, r Tim. ii. 7 ; 
2 Tim. i. rr; John xv. r6; Acts xiii. 47. The antecedent to ds c$ 
is the main verb -;rpotrK67!'Tovm: this follows as a necessary conse­
quence from the subordination of the participle. Hence those who 
(like Calvin and Beza) make the relative refer to a-;rn0ovvTEs, and 
those who find the antecedent in both -;rpotrK61rrovtri and a71'£t0ovvTEs, 
are no doubt mistaken. The sense, therefore, is "they disobey, and 
for that reason stumble"; "because they disobey, God ordains that 
they shall stumble." Their disobedience is not ordained, the 
penalty of their disobedience is. An illustration may be found 
in the Book of Exodus (v. 2): "And Pharaoh said, Who is the 
Lord, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I know not 
the Lord, neither will I let Israel go." Therefore "the Lord 
hardened Pharaoh's heart" (vii. 3), and brought him to ruin. The 
words may be taken as meaning that disbelief, disobedience, come 
first and entail "hardening,'' judicial blindness, wilful rebellion, and 
destruction as their consequence; and this, which may be supported 
from other passages of Scripture, and is, indeed, the teaching of 
experience, appears to be the view of St. Peter. We may, if we 
please, add the further question, W~ence comes disbelief? Does 
not this imply a preliminary hardening? This question is raised by 
St. Paul (Rom. ix. 17, 18) in the anguish of his desire to find some 
hope for Israel as a-people, and to vindicate what he still regarded 
as a universal promise of God. But the question ought never to be 
asked, because it can never receive an answer. The only logical 
answers are Universalism and Reprobation, of which the former 
contradicts both Scripture and experience, while the latter is irre­
concilable with the idea of God. The Platonic school held, the 
Bible generally and St. Peter here imply, that man has, by virtue 
of his divine creation, a certain knowledge of God, a certain love of 
goodness; that, if he holds fast and obeys this rudimentary faith, 
he is carried forward towards fuller light; that, if he will not 
follow, he becomes "hard," ignorant, impenitent, and openly 
rebellious. The New Testament teaches that the remedy for 
hardness is not instruction, which the hard man despises, nor 
chastisement, against which he rebels, but the vicarious suffering 
of Christ above all, and of good and innocent men in their several 
places and functions, the priest for his people, the mother for her 
child, the teacher for his pupils, and so on. This is the law which 
we see at work in all the world, both physical and moral; why it 
should be the law we are not to inquire. 



I 34 NOTES ON THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. PETER 

9. op.eis 8l ... 'll'Epnrol11uw. "But ye are an elect race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a peculiar possession." In 
these words is explained the Tip.~ of ver. 7. All the titles are 
corporate, and all are transferred from Israel to the brotherhood. 
Israel has been purged, not rejected. l'lvos iKAEKT6v is from 
Isa. xliii. 20; the word ylvos denoting blood-relation is applied to 
the Christians as members of one family through the new birth; 
cf. i. 23. From its use here possibly comes the expression Tp{-rov 
ylvos, applied to Christians (see Aristides, Apo!. ii., -rp{a ylvYJ d<Ttv 
&v0pw1rwv: xv., Ol Xpl<TTWVOl yeveai\.oyovVTal &1ro TOV Kvptov 'IYJ<TOV 
Xpi<TTov). The phrase was also used derisively by the heathen, as if 
this "third race" was not wanted and ought not to exist, Tert. 
ad Nat. i. 8. 20. Ba<T{i\.nov tepa-rwµa, Wvos aywv are from Ex. 
xix. 6. The same passage is referred to in Apoc. i. 6, i1ro{YJ<TEV 
~µas /3a<Tii\.e{av, 1epei:s T'f ®e0 Kal 1ra-rpl avrov : v. I o, i1ro{YJ<Ta<; av-rovs 
-r«;, ®e0 ~µ.wv /3a<Tii\.dav Kat tepei:s, Kat f3arnAEV<TOV<TlV i1rt T~S y~s : here 
there is a closer approximation to the Hebrew, which has "a kingdom 
of priests," or possibly "a kingdom, priests" (see Dr. Hart's note). 
It is barely possible that in the LXX. /3a<T{i\.ewv is a substantive 
(=kingdom), but in Peter it is certainly an adjective. 'Ieprf.TEvµa is 
explained in ver. 5 ; the Christians are a body of 1epei:s, because 
they offer spiritual sacrifices ; the 1ep&TEvµ.a is royal because it 
belongs to the King, who has chosen it as His own possession, 
and because, therefore, it shares in His glory ; not because the 
1epei:s are themselves kings, and shall reign upon earth (as in the 
Apoc. ). The title is applied in Exodus to the people of Israel, who, 
in a sense, were all 1epei:s, yet possessed a specially consecrated 
body of 1epe'i,. Here also, therefore, it affords no presumption 
against the existence in the Christian community of a class of 
spiritual officials. But the spiritual official is 1rpe<T/3vTEpos, not 1epevs. 
"E0vos is generally a secular word, but it is used of God's "nation" 
(1 Esdr. i. 4, 0epa7rE1JETE TO Wvos av-rov 'I<Tpa~i\.: Ps. CV. (cvi.) 5). The 
nation is aywv because separated from other nations and consecrated 
to the service of God (sacrum not sanctum). The consecration 
implies an obligation to personal inward holiness, but does not 
exclude the necessity of such an exhortation as we find in i. 15. 
The following title is taken from Isa. xliii. 21, i\.a6v µov, Sv 1repie1roiYJ· 
<Trf.µYJv -ras &pe-r&, µ.ov 8iYJyei:<T0ai, but the phrase els 1repmo{YJ<Tiv is 
suggested by Mal. iii. 17. In Ex. xix. 5; Deut. vii. 6, xiv. 2, 

xxvi. 18, we find i\.aos 1repwv<Tws. The figure was familiar to St. 
Paul also (Acts xx. 28; Eph. i. 14). 

o'll'ws -ro.s clpmis . . . cj,ws. "That ye may proclaim the excel­
lences of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvellous 
light." 'Aper~ in the Bible never signifies moral virtue, except in 
Phil. iv. 8 (see Vincent's note); 2 Pet. i. 3, 5, and the Apocrypha. 
Here it is used in its proper Greek sense of any shining or eminent 



CHAP. II. VERS. IO, I I 135 

quality, such as makes a man noble in himself and glorious in the 
eyes of others. The Hebrew word represented in Isaiah by Tas &pera, 
means "my praise." Here the sense is very nearly that of p,eya'11.e1.a 
-rov ®eov (Acts ii. 11, the Vulgate has magnalia Dez} The Christian 
is to show forth in word and life, not merely the goodness of God, 
but His glory, His greatness, all His noble attributes, wisdom, 
justice, strength. In the current Greek of St. Peter's time the 
miracles wrought by a god were called his &pe-ra{: see Deissmann, 
Bibelstudien, p. 91, Eng. trans. p. 95; but this special limitation of 
the word must not be attributed to Isaiah, St. Peter, or their readers. 

10. ol 1TOTE o& Aaoc; ••• EAEY)IMVTec;. Hos. ii. 23 •• St. Peter 
appears to follow the reading of A, Kat lXe1rrw -r0v ovK 'YJAEYJJJ,£VYJV Kat 
ip<ii -r0 ov Xa0 p,ov Aa6, p,ov e1 rrv. St. Paul, Rom. ix. 2 5, combines 
Hos. ii. 23 with the second half of i. 10 and follows the text of B, 
KaAlrrw -rov ov Xa6v p,ov Xa6v p,ov Kal -r0v ovK 'YJ'/U1f'YJ/J,€VYJV 'YJYU'1rYJfJ,€VYJV. 
Kat (<TTal EV -r0-r67r<::i 0~ lpp10YJ av-roZ,· Ov Xa6, p,ov vp,ei',, EKEL KAYJ0~rrov­
Tal vio1 ®eov (wv-ro,. St. Paul applies the words to the admission 
of the Gentiles. Hosea was speaking of the conversion of the Jews 
themselves, and St. Peter uses his phrases here in such a way that 
they are equally applicable to all readers of the Epistle, whether 
Jews or Gentiles. It is quite needless to suppose that he was here 
following a lead given by Romans. 

11. d.yair'l)To£ ... lj,ux~c;. Here we might say begins a fresh 
exhortation, the former extending to this point from i. 22. But it 
is extremely difficult to divide the E,pistle into sections, or, if we 
make a new section here, to say precisely where it ends. If we 
regard the subject as being the duty of Christians in their several 
positions and vocations, we may make the next break after iii. 7 ; 
but the same subject recurs iv. 7-11, and the duty of Presbyters 
is treated later on, v. 1 sqq. It is better not to be too systematic. 

"Beloved, I beseech you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from 
the desires of the flesh, which war against the soul." ~BK and the 
V ulgate read &1rlxerr0ai : AC L P, the Syriac, Coptic, and Aethiopic, 
&1rlxerr0e. The balance of authority rather inclines in favour of the 
imperative, and is turned definitely in this direction by the absence 
of vp,as and by the following lxov-re,. Dr. Hort, upon the whole, 
prefers the infinitive, on the ground that St. Peter shows a very 
strong preference for the aorist in imperatives; but just below we 
have three presents imperative. 

The words "strangers and pilgrims " carry us back to i. 1-1 7 ; 
there is still more instruction to be gathered from these words. 

· Here they suggest, not heaven from which the Christian is an exile, 
but the lawless heathen among whom he dwells for a time. Yet, 
because he dwells among them, he has a duty towards them; they 
are not kindly, yet they may become even as he. 

atnvec; = quippe quae, introduces a reason, "abstain, for they 



I 36 NOTES ON THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. PETER 

war." 'A7rlxw·0ai bri0vµiwv is a classical phrase. Dr. Hort quotes 
Plato, Phaedo, 82 C, oi op0ws <ptAO<TO<pOVVT£S a1rixoVTal TWV KaTa TO 
<rwµ,a l1Tl0vµ,iwv a1ra<rwv. The ethical use of <rapt in the Epistles 
may have come from Epicurus (see Ritter and Freiler, p. 424) and 
the Stoics-Epictetus, ii. 23. 20, 1rape>..Bov<ra ~µ,1,v >..eyfrw, KpaTt<rTov 
eTvai -rwv 5vTwv T~v <rapKa: Marcus Anton. ii. 2, Twv p,Ev <rapK{wv 
K<iTa<f,p6vYJ<rov: Plutarch, Consolatio ad Apo!!. 13 (Moralia, 107 F), 
TO yap aoovAWTOV Tfj <rapd Kat TOlS 'TaVTYJS 1ra0e<rl oiayeiv, v<f,' ©V KaTa­
<T1TWfJ,EVOS t, vovs Tijs 0vYJTijs ava7r{µ,1rAaTal <t,>..vaptas, EVOaiµ6v T! Ka~ 
µ,aKapwv. But the question is complex. A large number of New 
Testament words are found in Epictetus, 86yµ,a, Kavwv, <rw(e<r0ai, 
a1r6>..>..v<r0ai, aµapTaveiv, KYJPV<T<J'ElV (=to preach, iv. 6. 23), TO.S £VTOAO.S 
'TOV ®eov (iv. 7. 17), KaAElV (of God, ii. r. 39), a'Trl<T'T{a (ii. 14. 8), 
µ,ap'TVS (ii, 24, 113), ctyyeAOS (iii, 22, 23), KvptE l, @e6, (ii. 16, 13), 
Kvp1e l>..lYJ<rov (ii. 7. 12 ). The Stoics were closely connected with 
the East; one of their strongholds was Tarsus, and their vocabulary 
may well have been modified by Jewish influence. It is possible 
even to think that Epictetus had some acquaintance with Christian 
terminology. New words and ideas spread quite as rapidly under 
the Empire as they do now. But some Christian words come from 
Stoicism, such as 7rp0Ko1r~, Phil. i. 25; Ka-r6p0wµ,a, which some 
MSS. have in Acts xxiv. 2; lti,, Heb. v. 14 (though the Stoics 
distinguished this word from 8ia0E<rl,); oiavoia, I Pet. i. 13; <pv<rl, 
0da, 2 Pet. i. 4. No doubt there was a certain amount of give and 
take. In the present passage the seat of desire is the <rapt, which 
St. Paul opposes to vov, (Rom. vii. 23) in the same way as Plutarch, 
though he generally finds the antithesis in 7rvevµ,a. Here St. Peter 
contrasts <rapt with if!vx~, the soul, the whole immaterial nature of 
man; we may compare the phrase quoted by Antoninus from 
Epictetus, if!vxapwv ei /3a<rTa(ov VEKp6v. "\Jlvx~ here, in opposition 
to <rapt, is the higher spiritual part of man, in which the higher 
spiritual religious life develops itself, to which the final Deliverance 
belongs (i. 9)," Kiihl. In iii. 18, St. Peter contrasts <rapt with 
1TVevµ,a as flesh with spirit or ghost. See note there. 

12. TTJV dvauTpocj,~v Op.wv lv TOLS e8vE<TLV EXOVTES Ka>..~v. " Hav-
ing your conversation honest among the Gentiles" (A.V.). Ka>..~v 
(which is marked as predicate by the position of the article) 
is the Latin honestus, gracious, dignified, commanding admiration. 
Unfortunately the English honest has almost lost its original sense, 
but we ought by all means to rescue it from further degradation. 

'lva lv ~ Ko.-ra>..a>..ouuLV up.wv i:is KaKO'll'OLWV. "In order that 
in that very matter in which they speak against you as evil­
doers." 'Ev ce, which must be taken with both KaTaAaAOV<J'lV 
and oota<rW<rl, cannot here be temporal, because oota<rW<Tl is 
future in sense, and must therefore be regarded as equivalent 
to lv T'tJ ava<rTplrj,e<r0ai. ..Now they vilify your conduct (vilify 
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you in your condue;t); one day they will glorify God for it 
(in it). KaK01roi6s just below, ii. 14, and again in iv. 15, means 
not merely an evil-doer in the general sense of a wicked man, but 
one who does evil in such a way that he is liable to punishment 
from the magistrate. Cf. John xviii. 30, d p.,~ ~v oVTos KaK01roi6,, 
ovK tJ.v uoi 1rapEOwKap.,Ev avT6v. The word, therefore, naturally 
reminded the Tiibingen critics of Suetonius, Nero, 16, "afflicti sup .. 
pliciis Christiani genus hominum superstitionis nouae ac maleficae" ; 
Tac. Ann. xv. 44, "quos per flagitia inuisos uulgus Christianos appel­
labat"; Pliny, Ep. x. 96, "flagitia cohaerentia nomini,.'' We must 
observe, however, that St. Peter does not hint at the existence of 
those accusations of cannibalism and incest which were levelled 
against the Christians in the second century, Eus. H. E. v. r. 14, 26; 
and that the molestation of the brotherhood by their pagan neigh­
bours does not appear to have advanced substantially beyond 
calumny (KarnA.aA.ovuw). The state of things is that described in 
Acts, and all that is said would apply very well to the persecution in 
England of the early Quakers or Methodists. Then also there were 
calumnies, tumults, and the law was invoked, not directly for the 
punishment and suppression of religious opinion, but indirectly and 
occasionally for the punishment of actions arising out of the opinion. 
Calumnies of a very formidable kind would arise immediately in 
that pagan society, which, with all its cultivation, was exceedingly 
savage. Charges of" boycotting" or interference with trade (Acts 
xvi. 16, xix. 23), of setting slaves against masters (Philemon), 
children against parents, and wives against husbands, would be 
made instantly; that of disloyalty to Caesar in some vague and 
general way was also immediate (John xix. 12) and inevitable. 
Beyond this kind of calumny the language of St. Peter does not go. 
Yet we cannot doubt that the viler accusations would instantly 
occur to any pagan who heard of the new religion. Jews were 
regarded as haters of the human race (Mayor's Notes on Juvenal, 
xiv. 96 sqq.), and the Christians were a kind of Jews, only worse 
(Celsus, True iVord). Cicero charges Vatinius quite incidentally 
and in the coolest way with sacrificing boys (in Vat. vi., "cum 
puerorum extis Deos Manes mactare soleas "), and Horace (Epodes, 
v.) makes the same charge against Canidia. What was a jest to the 
light-hearted poet would be deadly earnest to the vulgar. Public 
prostitution again was connected with many Eastern rites, even with 
those of Cybele (Juvenal, ix. 22 sqq.), and accusations of this kind 
would lie near at hand. It should not be forgotten that, in spite 
of the fine language of the philosophers, the really popular religions 
in Greece and Rome were forms of devil-worship, intimately blended 
with magic in all its grades. Hence it is evident what the baser 
sort of men might think and say about Christianity from the very 
first. From the way in which Cicero and Horace talk it is also 
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evident that they might say the most abominable things without any 
intention of putting Christians to death on this account. Yet we 
can also understand that, where men are savage enough to entertain 
such suspicions, they will sooner or later act upon them ; the mob 
will cry out, and there will be a Nero. 

EK Twv KaAwv epywv ••• emaK01r~s- "From your honest actions, 
as they behold them, they may glorify God in the day of visitation": 
£K TWV KaAwv lpywv E7r07rT€lJOVTE<; (avrcf). The grammar is slightly 
embarrassed by the introduction of a participle which requires a 
construction different from that of the main verb. Cf. i. 8, d, 
<iv apn µ,~ opwvTE<; (avTOV) 7rtCTT€1JOVT€<; ill, and in the classics, Hom. 
Il. vii. 303, ilwK€ l{cf,o,; apyvp6YJAOV lilv KOA€cii T€ cplpwv: Soph. o. c. 
475, olo,; V€wpov,; vw1r6K<:! µ,aAACf Aa{3wv: El. 47, ayy€AA€ 8' OPK<:? 
1rpoCTn0£{<;: Arist. Aues. 56, M0</! K6ipov Aa{3wv: Thuc. vi. 34, d T~] 
Taxvvav-rovvn Kovcp{CTaVTE<; 1rpoCT/3aAomv: iii. 59, <p££CTaCT0ai ••• OlKT<e 
<Tw<ppovi Aa(36v-ra,;: in all these places the object of the participle 
must be supplied from an adverbial phrase (dative or preposition 
with noun) attached to the main verb. 'E1ro1rnvovn,; ( cf. iii. 2) 
merely means beholding. The verb is used by Symmachus in his 
version of Ps. ix. 35 (x. r4), xxxii. (xxxiii.) r3, but does not occur 
in the LXX. In the vocabulary of the Greek mysteries the Epopt 
was one who had reached the highest grade of initiation, and was 
admitted to gaze upon the sacred things ; and Clement of Alexandria, 
who is fond of mystic N eoplatonic terms, employs the phrase l1ro1rT£v­
£tv Tov ®£6v (Strom. iv. 23. 152); but we must not attempt to apply 
this non-biblical usage here. Von Soden, Ki.ihl, Weiss, Usteri, 
Hort, observe with justice that in the words of St. Peter there is an 
unmistakable echo of Matt. v 16, 07f'W<; WwCTlV vµ,wv T(L KaAa epya, Kat 
BotaCTWCTl TOY 1raTlpa vµ,wv TOV iv TOl<; ovpavo'i,;. 'Ev ~µ,lpq. £7rlCTK01r~<;, 
a current biblical phrase, from Isa. x. 3, dispenses with the articles. 
God "visits" sometimes with comfort or deliverance (Ex. iii. 16 ; 
r Sam. ii. 21; Job x. 12), sometimes to punish (Ex. xxxii. 34; Ps. 
lviii. (]ix.) 6; Job xxix. 4), sometimes for the purpose of judicial 
investigation (Ps. xvi. (xvii.) 3). In Luke xix. 44, ovK eyvw,; Tov 
Katpov T~, £1rtCTK01r~,; CTov, the sense appears to be this last; Jerusa­
lem had not made herself ready for the coming, the " visitation," of 
her judge. Indeed, this is the general idea which seems to underlie 
all the passages referred to. God "visits" as judge, and rewards or 
punishes as He finds occasion. The question here is whether St. 
Peter is speaking of the supreme and final visitation, in other words, 
of the Day of Judgment, or of an intermediate visitation, when the 
truth of the gospel is brought home to the heart, so that we might 
express it in paraphrase "in the day of their conversion." Ktihl 
and most modern commentators take the latter view, von Soden 
and Schott the former, thus making ~µ,lpa £1rtCTKo~,; refer to that 
&.1roKaAvipi,; which occupies so large a place in St. Peter's thoughts. 
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This seems to be the better explanation. The sense is little dif­
ferent in either case; the heathen could not be said to glorify God 
in the Revelation, unless they had already been converted. 

13. With the following sections compare Rom. xiii. 1-6; Eph. 
v. 21-vi. 9; Tit. ii.; Col. iii. I 8-iv. I. We need not suppose 
that there was any direct borrowing on either side; a few expres­
sions are very similar, but there are also considerable differences. 
The topic is a missionary's commonplace, as we see from its repeti­
tion in the Pauline Epistles. There was great and obvious danger 
of incurring the suspicion of disloyalty or of interference with the 
family bond, especially in the case of slaves. All Christian 
preachers must have received definite instructions as to the attitude 
they were to maintain, and the language they were to employ on 
these highly delicate questions. 

13. 'll"a<Tn dv8pc,mlvn KTl<TEL. "To every human institution." 
KT{<ri, in Rom. i. 20 means "the act of creation"; ibid. viii. 19-2 r, 
the whole assemblage of created things, "creation" _in the concrete 
sense; ibid. viii. 39, "a creature." In secular Greek the word 
usually signifies "the foundation of a city," but KT{tnv is used in the 
sense of founding or instituting (iopT~v or f3wp.6v in Pindar), or 
creating, inventing (xa.\iv6v, Soph. 0. C. 7 r 5). It is by this secular 
use that we must explain St. Peter's phrase ; 1ra<ra &v0pw1r{v'Y) KT{<Tt, 

is "every foundation," or "institution of man." If we attempt to 
give KT{<Tt, the sense of "divine ordinance," we bring the substantive 
into direct contradiction with its epithet, &v0pw1r{v'Y), which can only 
mean "human." The idea involved is that, while order is a divine 
command, all special forms of civil government by consuls or kings, 
republican or monarchical, are mere means of carrying out God's 
design for the welfare of society, depend upon the will of man, _and 
are in themselves indifferent. Both in expression and in point of 
view St. Peter differs very widely here from St. Paul, who speaks of 
Caesar as holding his authority from God, not from the people 
(Rom. xiii. 1 ). A doctrine of divine right could be built upon the 
words of St. Paul, but not upon those of St. Peter. In the early 
days of the Empire it was still seriously debated whether the 
government was a Republic or a Monarchy (see Dion Cassius, 
liii. I 7 ). St. Peter takes the former view, St. Paul the latter. 

8ul Tov KupLov. "For the Lord's sake." Not because the Lord 
ordained Caesar, but because the Lord's life was one of obedi­
ence, because He Himself showed respect to Pilate, and because 
He commanded His people to obey, Matt. xxii. 2 r. Many com­
mentators (Hofmann, Keil, Usteri, von Soden) understand the 
words to mean " so as not to bring dishonour on the name of 
Christ" by unruly behaviour. 

14. e'lTe ~auL>..eL c:is O'll"eplxovn. "Whether to the King as above 
all." Ba<riAevs was the regular title for Caesar in the Greek-speaking 
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parts of the Empire (cf. Apoc. xvii. 10-12), though the Romans 
al ways refused to call him rex. 

ELTE ~yep.6aw ws 8L' «GTou 1rep.1ropiv0Ls. " Or to governours as 
sent by him." "'Hye,uwv was specially applied about this time to 
governours of provinces, whether legati Aul?,us!t~ or proconsuls, or 
anything else" (Hort). Tieµ:1ro,ulvoi, is present, because they are 
sent one by one, from time to time (cf. 1rpoa-epx6,uevoi, ii. 4). They 
are commissioned by Caesar, not by God. .:iuf (generally, not 
always; see Blass, p. 132) expresses the intermediate agent, and Dr. 
Hort regards the preposition as indicating that Caesar is the channel 
through which divine authority is conveyed to the governour. But 
if Caesar himself was an d.v0pw1r[vr, KT{<n,, so assuredly was the pro­
consul. Order, the State, is divine, and the Emperor's authority is 
derived from the State, not immediately from God. St. Paul calls 
the magistrate 8u1.Kovo, ®wv : St. Peter does not go so far as this. 
What he says is that the magistrate is to be obeyed because Caesar 
sends him; and that Caesar, though a human institution, is to be 
obeyed, because order is God's will. The passage is full of interest, 
and its meaning ought not to be missed. St. Peter throughout his 
Epistle maintains that v6,uo, 1ravTwv /3aa-i'A.ev,: God is King, but 
rules through Law. His frame of mind is constitutional. St. Paul, 
the Roman citizen, is Imperialist both in politics and in theology; 
the grace of God is as supreme in the one department as the grace 
of Caesar in the other. 

eis t!KMK'IJ<TLv K«KoiroLwv e,ruivov 8E d.yu801roiwv. " For punish-
ment of evil-doers and praise of well-doers." In these words St. 
Peter comes very close to St. Paul (Rom. xiii. 3, Ol'A.w; 8e ,ur1 
<f,of3e'i:a-0ai T~V l.tovaiav; TO aya0ov 1ro{n, Kal Un, l1rawov 1.t aVT'YJ<; : 4, 
®wv yap 8u1.KOVO<; £<TTLV, EK()lKO<; el, opy~v T<p TO KQKOV 1rpaa-a-ovn), and it 
is not impossible that there may be a connexion between the two 
passages, though it is not necessary to suppose that it was direct or 
documentary. 'EK8iKe'i:v, I.K8tKr,a-i, are common late words for aveng­
ing or punishing. It may be noticed that though the individual 
Christian is forbidden to take the law into his own hands and avenge 
his own injuries (Matt. v. 39), yet it is the duty of the civil power to 
avenge them for him; and unless this duty is firmly discharged the 
State cannot exist. KaK01roiwv. See note above. But it should 
be added that Roman law made no sharp distinction between 
"immoral" and " criminal." The governour was father as well as 
magistrate, and his power extended to every action that was contra 
bonos mores. Thus he was specially directed to take care that 
children obeyed their parents and freedmen their patrons. Digest 
i. 16. 9, "De piano autem proconsul potest expedire haec: ut obse­
quium parentibus et patronis liberisque patronorum exhiberi iubeat; 
comminari etiam et terrere filium a patre oblatum, qui non ut 
oportet conuersari dicatur, poterit de piano: similiter et libertum 
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non obsequentem emendare aut uerbis aut fustium castigatione." 
A Christian son, or freedman, might very well be thought non ut 
oportct conuersari, his dva<npocp~ would be far from KaA~ in the 
sight of a heathen father, or patron, or patron's family. Owing to 
this paternal jurisdiction e1raivos was much more directly and fre­
quently the function of the ancient magistrate than of his modern 
counterpart. Yet we still speak of the sovereign as "the fountain of 
honour," and of late years the scriptural belief that it is the duty of 
the State not only to repress evil but to encourage good, has taken 
practical shape. 

15. on ouTw,; ••• a.yvwu(av. " For this is the will of God, 
that by well-doing we should muzzle the ignorance of foolish men." 
<l>i1wvv (~ reads cfnµotv, and Westcott and Hort retain this vulgar 
form; Introduction, § 410, Appendix, p. 166) is used because 
the ignorance expressed itself in speech (KarnAaAovcnv), which can 
be muzzled. The general sense of the verse is clear, but the con­
struction is open to doubt. We may regard on ovTws as referring 
back to v1r0Ta.YYJTE-" Be subject, for this is the will of God,"-in 
this case the following words, dya001rowvVTas • • • dyvwu{av, must 
be regarded as a loose explanatory afterthought. Or we may take 
the whole verse as a parenthesis referring to the words E1raivov 
dya001roiwv. If we adopt this view ovTws anticipates the infinitive 
-" For this is the will of God, namely, that we should muzzle." 
'Ayvwu{av: "ignorationem de Christianorum probitate. Hoe uerbo 
continetur ratio cur Christiani debeant miserationem ethnicis," 
Bengel. · 

16. Kal p.~ i:is tinKnAup.p.a exovTE,; nj,; KaKLa,; T~v t>-.eu9eplav. 
"And not as men who hold liberty a cloak for vice." The nega­
tive µ~ and the nominative exovTe<, are both determined by the 
imperative v1roTayYJTE. Here again in the position of ws we have 
the same refinement as in i. 19 ; see Introduction, p. 4. The 
Christian e>..rn0ep{a might easily be interpreted to mean emancipa­
tion from moral restraint, and repeated warnings were necessary; 
cf. Gal. v. 13; 2 Pet. ii. 19. It is just possible that emKa.Avµµa n)s 
KaK{a<, is a reminiscence of Menander, Boeotia, 1rAovrns o,: 1roAAwv 
e1riKa.Avµµ' euTtv KaKwv (Stobaeus, Flor. xci. 19; Meineke, iv. p. 94; 
Kock, iii. 2. 28, No. 90). Greek poets are quoted by St. Paul, 
Acts xvii. 28; 1 Cor. xv. 33; Tit. i. 12: and Apoc. v. 8, cpia.Aa<, 
xpvuas yeµovua, 0vµiaµa.Twv, reminds us of Soph. 0. T. 4, 1r6Ai<, o' 
OfLOV fL€V 0vp,tafLO.TWV "f€fLEl, 

8ou>-.m 0eou. Cf. Matt. vi. 24; 1 Thess. i. 9; Tit. i. 1. But St. 
Paul prefers the phrase oovAVi XpiuTov, Rom. i. 1, xiv. 18, xvi. 18, 
and elsewhere. 

17. ,ravrn,; np.~ua.Te. All men are to be honoured, but not 
with the same honour. "Alieniores ciuiliter tractandi : patres 
familiariter," Bengel. The wise Christian will know what degree or 
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kind of observance is due to Caesar, to a master, a husband, or a 
wife. We might have expected nµau, as the command is not 
special but general. But the aorist is repeatedly used in the same 
way, i. 13-22, and it seems clear that St. Peter does not dis­
criminate the tenses. See note on i. 15. Tew ®£ov cpof3li<r0£. 
The slaves of God must fear God; cf. i. 17, v. 6. Ki.ihl rightly 
notes that St. Peter still speaks the language of the Old Testament, 
and regards Fear as the natural and proper attitude (die Grund­
bestimmung) of the Christian soul towards God. It is probable 
that the apostle is here alluding to Prov. xxiv. 2 r, cpo/3ov Tov ®e6v, 
viE, Kal {3autA€a. 

18. ot otKfrm 01r0Tauu6fl-ev01. "Ye domestics being subject." 
This and the three following paragraphs (iii. 1, 7, 8) begin with 
participles, which the writer probably connected in his own mind 
with one of the preceding imperatives. We may compare this 
paragraph with Eph. vi. 5-7; Col. iii. 22-25; 1 Tim. vi. r, 2; 
Tit. ii. 9, ro. St. Peter's treatment of the subject seems to be 
quite independent. 0iK£'T'Y}, means any member of a household, 
and includes wife and children. Here, as usually, it is restricted to 
the slaves : yet denotes them not as slaves, but as belonging to the 
familia or 0T1<0,, like the Latin famuli, or our domestic. Some of 
their masters would be good and brmKe'i:,, equitable, reasonable. 
The latter word is defined by Aristotle, Ethica Nie. v. 14, Kat l<rTtv 
aVT1] 'Y/ <pV<rl'> TOV €7l"LELKOV,, brav6p0wµa v6µov -a /),._),._e{7rei Sia TO 
Ka06Aov. Law is the hard and fast rule which equity modifies 
according to circumstances. St. Paul speaks of the "reasonable­
ness of Christ," 2 Cor. x. r ; the bishop should be lTrmK~<;, 1 Tim. 
iii. 3, and in J as. iii. 17 the wisdom which cometh from above is 
7rpWTOV f-J,f.V ayv~, l7rELTa £1p17vtK~, bmtK~,, EV7rEL0~,, f-1,E<J"'T~ €AEOU', Kat 
Kap7rWV aya0wv, aSi&.Kptro<;, avvrroKptTO<; : this is a string of golden 
words. Some, again, would be crooked, perverse (<rKoAio{). All 
alike are to be obeyed lv TravTt cp6f3'f- The fear is not fear of man 
(as in Eph. vi. 5), but fear of God; this is evident from the follow­
ing Sia <rvvdS17<riv ®wv. Three dangers would beset the Christian 
slave. If his master were a Christian, he might fancy that because 
all men are equal in the Church they are therefore equal in all 
things: this point is touched by St. Paul ( 1 Tim. vi. 2 ). Or he 
might rebel against the injustice of his servile condition and set 
his heart on emancipation ( 1 Cor. vii. 2 1 ). Lastly, if the master 
were a harsh man, the newly learned doctrines of justice and mercy 
might make the slave more inclined to resist. This is the danger 
that occurs to St. Peter; he meets it by reminding the slave that 
innocent suffering is the lot of an Christians. It is instructive to 
notice how completely both apostles abstain from casuistry. 
Neither makes any allusion to the scruples of conscience that 
would suggest themselves so easily to the Christian slave of a 
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heathen master. At every turn he must have been called upon to 
bow his head in the house of Rimmon, to fetch the incense for his 
master to burn, to dress the door with branches on pagan festivals, 
to wear clothing embroidered with idolatrous emblems. A very 
liberal measure of outward compliance must have been tolerated at 
this time. 

19. TOUTO yap xapLS et 8Lct aUV€L8tJaLV 0eou Oiro4>lpeL ns Miras ,raaxwv 
&8(Kws. "For this is thankworthy, if for consciousness of God one 
endures griefs, suffering unjustly." R. V. has in text "this is accept­
able," in margin "this is grace." Both A. V. and R. V. have "for 
conscience towards God." "Acceptable" is ev1rpocr8e~Tov, and if 
we render xapi, by this word we disguise, and indeed pervert, a 
remarkable saying in order to force the teaching of St. Peter into 
harmony with that of St. Paul. It is singular that the Revisers 
should here have departed from their general rule of translating, as 
far as possible, the same Greek word by the same English word. In 
TOVTO xapi,, 7rOtoV KAEO<;; TOVTO xapi, it is very probable that St. Peter 
has in his mind the saying of our Lord recorded in Luke vi. 32-34, 
where the repeated 1ro{a vµ,'iv xapi, icrT{; is rightly translated by the 
Revisers "what thank have ye? " Indeed, no other translation is 
possible. In the parallel passage, Matt. v, 46, the phrase used is 
Tlva µicr0ov :xeTE, Matthew and Mark do not use the word xapi<; at 
all. Luke has it in vi. 32-34 and again xvii. 9, µ~ xapiv lxn -r{ 
8ovAw, in the common Greek sense of a favour done by one person 
to a~other, or of the gratitude called forth by a favour. In Luke 
i. 30, ii. 40, 52, where the evangelist is using Hebrew documents, 
the word has its Old Testament sense, "favour," "goodwill," felt 
by God to man, or by men to one another. But this Hebrew sense 
is familiar in Greek also; the "goodwill" has a reason in the c.har­
acter and conduct of the person towards whom it is entertained, as 
Sophocles says, Ajax, 5 2 2, xapi<; xapiv yap £CTTLV ~ TlKTOVCT, &et. 
"\Vords of grace," Luke iv. 22, may mean "words of beauty," 
which would again be a Greek sense, or " words inspired by the 
divine favour." In John i. 14, 17, xapi, is apparently defined by 
&>..~()ew: it is the special gift of truth: in i. r6, xapi<; O.VTl xapLTO<; 
may mean "one gift or blessing after another," or more easily, 
"God's goodwill towards us in return for our goodwill towards 
God." In the Gospel of St. John the word is only found in the 
first chapter; in the J ohannine Epistles and the Apocalypse it 
occurs only in the benedictions, 2 John 3 ; Apoc. i. 4, xxii. 2 r. 
In Acts xapi. becomes suddenly much more common. It is used 
(1) in the secular Greek sense, xxiv. 27, xxv. 3, 9; (2) of favour 
or goodwill in the eyes of man or God, ii. 47, vii. 46; (3) of the 
favour, in the special sense of the protection, of God, xiv. 26, 
xv. 40; (4) of special divine gifts, xapi<; Kal crocp{a, vii. IO; xapi<; 
Ka), 8vvaµi., vi. 8; (5) of the word of grace, i.e. the gospel, xiv. 3, 
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xx. 24, 32 j cf. xiii. 43, 7rpOO'fJ,€VW' Tfj xapm TOV @rnv, to stand fast 
by the gospel j xv. I 1, Sia T~S xaplTOS 'l170'0V XpiO'TOV 'TrlO'TEVOfJ,EV 
O'W0~vai: xviii. 27, ot 7rE7rlO'TEVK6TEs Sia T~S xapiTO',: (6) of a large 
outpouring of divine love on the disciples at Jerusalem, iv. 33 ; at 
Antioch, xi. 23. We may say that xapis is hardly an evangelical 
word at all. Only on two occasions is it put in our Saviour's 
mouth, and then only in its Greek sense. Even in Acts the 
metaphysical difficulty arising from the freedom of God's gifts is 
no more to be found than in the Old Testament. To some limited 
extent the antithesis between the divine favour and the merits of 
man may be found in those passages where "the grace" means the 
gospel, but it is as yet latent. This applies also to the use of xapi, 
in Hebrews and in James. In the present passage St. Peter speaks 
of good conduct without the slightest embarrassment as thank­
worthy, a glory, a favour in the eyes of God. Those who are 
willing to suffer innocently do what God desires and "find favour." 
Aia O'uvE{S17(J'iv @rnv, "For consciousness of God"; "propter Dei 
conscientiam," Vulg. C reads here Sia O'uvdS170'iv &.ya0~v: A has 
a conflate text, Sia cruvEiS170'iv @rnv &.ya01v. The reading of C is 
not without support (see Tischendorf), but is probably a mere 
correction designed to bring the passage into harmony with others 
where "a good conscience" is spoken of (Acts xxiii. 1 ; 1 Tim. 
i. 5, 19, 1 Pet. iii. 16), and to get rid of a difficult expression. 
'2.vvE{S170'is @wv is without parallel; in 1 Cor. viii. 7 there is a variant 
rv O'uvnS~(J'H Tov dSwAou, but the best MSS. have Tfj O'VV1J0E[fl. 
~uvdS170'i, is a word of late and vulgar formation meaning "con­
sciousness," or, specially, "conscience." Its coinage was facilitated 
by the common use of O'vvoiSa in such phrases as crvvoiSa lµavT~ 
ayvowv. Probably the Greek word was invented to represent the 
Latin conscientia, which has the same two meanings, consciousness 
and "conscience"; for the latter, see Cicero, pro Milone, 2 3, 
"magna uis est conscientiae in utramque partem." In the New 
Testament O'uvE[S170'i, occurs frequently, and, except in Heb. 
x. 2, means "conscience," moral and self-judging consciousness. 
The A. V. and R. V. render "for conscience towards God," keeping 
the general sense of O'uvE[S170'i,, but giving the genitive Tov @rnv a 
sense which it cannot bear. We must translate "for consciousness 
of God." Consciousness of God is, as Alford says, the realisa­
tion in a man's inner being of God's presence and relation to 
himself. "Conscientia Dei, dum quis non hominum sed Dei 
respectu officio suo fungitur" (Calvin). "The consciousness that 
it is God's will, and that God helps, gives strength to bear" (von 
Soden). 

&.8[Kws. The Christian writer does not hesitate to say that a 
master may be "unjust" to his slave. Aristotle teaches that 
justice, in the proper sense of the word, does not exist between a 
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man and his chattels, his children or slaves, Eth. Nie. v. 10. 8, ov 
yap lcrnv a8iK{a 7rpos Ta aVTOV a1rAws, TO 8£ K'T"Y}p.a KUL TO T€KVOV, EWS 
&v y 7rYJALKOV Kat µ~ xwpicr0fi, 6JCT7r£P µlpos avwv, UVTOV 8' ov0ds 
,rpoaipli-rai /3Aa.1rTHV' 8io OVK £CTTLV a8tKla 7rpos a&6v. 

20. 'll'OLov yo.p K}lios, EL &,_..apTavoVTES Kal KoAacj>Lto,...evoi 1hro,...EVELTE; 
"For what glory is it, if, when ye sin and are buffeted for it, ye shall 
endure it patiently?" K;\,los:, which in the classics is mainly a 
poetical word, is found in Job xxviii. 22, xxx. 8. There may be a 
question whether aµapTavovTes should be translated "when ye do 
wrong," "for your faults," as by A.V., or "when ye sin," as by 
R.V. In favour of the first view it may be argued that the master 
would strike the slave, not for sin against God, but for neglect of 
duty towards himself. On the other hand, the KAlos comes from 
God, in whose eyes the neglect of earthly duty is sin. Further, 
ap.apTavovTEs is balanced against aya001rowvvTEs in the following 
clause. Hence it should retain its usual sense here. 

&>->-' EL dya8011"oiouVTes Kal 'll'aoxoVTes. "But if, when ye do well, 
and suffer for it." The words repeat 7r(icrxwv a8iKws, and are anti­
thetical to aµapn5.vwr£s Kat KoAacfn(6µ£voi. 

21. ELS TouTo yo.p '1KA~8TJTE. " For unto this were ye called: 
because Christ also suffered for you." Eis TovTo = El, To aya0o-
7rowvvrn, KaL 7racrxov-ras V7rOp.lvnv. For i11rlp A has 7r€pt. 'Y7rlp is 
constantly thus used of Christ's death ; see for a good instance 
John xi. 50-52. IT£p{ is employed in the same connexion, 1 Cor. 
i. 13, lcr-ravptil0YJ 7rept ilp,wv: cf. 1'4att. xxvi. 28. · The difference 
appears to be that while il7rlp means "on behalf of," 7r£p{ conveys 
an allusion to the sin-offering, the 7rEpt aµapTlas, and thus acquires a 
significance which does not attach to this rather colourless preposi­
tion in itself. The MSS. often vary between the two, Mark xiv. 24; 
1 Cor. i. 13 ; Gal. i. 4; Heb. v. 3; 1 Pet. iii. 18. When the apostle 
says that Christ also suffered on behalf of you, he means that the 
believer profits morally and spiritually by the pains of Christ in 
some way which he does not here define. In ver. 12 above we are 
taught that unbelievers also profit by the sight of the patient 
endurance of the brethren under undeserved suffering; the disciple's 
cross " draws" as does that of his Master ; the sacrifice is the same 
in its degree, and so are the results. In the present passage St. 
Peter begins with the simple object of inculcating patience; hence 
in the opening words he speaks of Christ as the great Example. 
But he proceeds quite naturally to enlarge and deepen the thought, 
and in the following verses Christ is set before us also as Sacrifice, 
as the Giver of the New Life, and as Shepherd. 

&'ll'oAi,...mivw is a late form for iJ1ro;\,e{1rw. 'A7ro'A.tp,7r(J.vw, KaTa­
Aiµ1ravw are also found in secular authors. 'Y7roypaµµ6, is used, 
2 Mace. ii. 28, of the "outlines" of a sketch which the artist fills in 
with details. But in Clem. Alex. Strom. v. 8. 49 the word means 

10 
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"a copyhead" in a child's exercise book, a perfect piece of writ­
ing which the child is to imitate as exactly as it can. So here 
Christ is spoken of as the Pattern which we are to reproduce in 
every stroke of every letter, till our writing is a facsimile of the 
Master's. 

22. 8s &p.a.pT(a.v OOK ll1ro(r,aev, o&8e eopl0r, 8oAos llv T0 (TTop.a.n aOTOU. 
From Isa. liii. 9, 6Tl &voµlav OVK bro{ria-Ev, ovo.: o6Aov ,v 'T'f UT6µ,an 
aVTOV, St. Peter has aµ,apT{av for t'ivoµ,{av, but his ovoe 06,\0, d,p,0ri 
appears to be nearer the Hebrew than the ovoe 86Aov of the LXX. 
The R.V. has," Although he had done no violence, neither was any 
deceit in his mouth." The first clause Professor Cheyne translates, 
"although he had done no injustice." The verse is a good illustra­
tion of St. Peter's method of composition, or manner of talking. 
Constantly there are reminiscences of Scripture, which at first are 
obscure, but are picked up again and made explicit. The sinless­
ness of Christ we have had in the &µ,vov &µ,wµ,ov Ka, &unIAov of i. r 9. 
a6,\o,, aoo,\o,, in ii. r, 2, point forward to Isaiah, and also to the 
quotation from the Psalms given in iii. ro. 

23. 8s Aoi8opoop.evos OOK dneAot8opEL, 'AVTiAoiBopii:v is not found 
elsewhere in the Greek Bible. It is a natural and correct formative, 
but is quoted in the lexicon only from late writers. The language 
is a loose adaptation of Isa. !iii. 7, w, &µ,vo, ,vaVT{ov Tov Kelpovrn, 
acpwvo,, o&w, ovK &vo{yn To uT6µ,a. This verse has already been 
alluded to in the &µ,v6, of i. 19. From Acts viii. 32 we see that it 
was a favourite passage with the first Christians. The imperfect 
tenses, expressing habit, bring out the lesson of v7roµ,ov~. 

miaxwv oOK ~1re[Xei may be illustrated by a passage in the 
Fassio S. Perpetuae (Texts and Studies, ed. J. A. Robinson, 1891, 
p. 89). Some of the martyrs found it difficult to abstain from 
menacing words. As they left the court "Perpetua sang psalms, but 
Reuocatus, Saturnilus, and Saturus addressed the crowd of by­
standers, and, as they passed before Hilarianus, pointed their 
finger at him and said, Thou judgest us, but God will judge 
thee." 

1rapelH8ou. "Committed Himself." The verb is commonly 
used of handing persons over to a judge (see Liddell and Scott), but 
requires an accusative. The omission of the object has occasioned 
some difficulty. Generally speaking, 7rapa8i86vai Tiva. T'f OlKaUTYJPlCJ! 
means "to deliver up a malefactor for punishment," and St. Peter's 
words have been understood to mean that Christ handed over His 
persecutors to the judgment of God. But the whole drift of the 
passage forbids this interpretation, and there is nothing in the word 
7rapa8i86vai itself to imply that the person handed over is guilty. 
It is better therefore to render "committed Himself." A.V., R.V. 
have in the margin "committed His cause," but in judicial phrases 
the object of the verb seems to be always personal. 
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T4i Kp£vovn 8LKalws. Compare Tov &:1rpo<J"WTroAiJ7rTw,; Kp{vona, 
I. 17. 

24. 8s TllS dp.apTlas • e1rl TO ~oX.ov. " Who Himself carried 
up our sins in His own body on to the tree." From Isa. !iii. 
l 2, Kal avTO', O.fJ,OpT{a,; 7!'0AAWV av~veyKe, corn bined with Deut. xxi. 
2 3, on K£Kan1pap.ivo,; -inro ®wv 7l'OS KPEfJ-0.fJ,EVO', E7!'l [v.\ov. The 
verse of Deuteronomy is quoted by St. Paul (Gal. iii. 13), and 
alluded to in those passages of Acts where St. Peter (v. 30, x. 39) 
and St. Paul (xiii. 29) speak of the Cross as To [v.\ov. 'Ava<f,lpew 
is commonly used in the LXX. of bringing a sacrifice ;md laying it 
upon the altar, and the phrase ava<f,lpnv E7l't To [v.\ov bears an 
unquestionable similarity to the common ava<p<p£Lv e7r), To 0v<J"W<J"­
njpwv, J as. ii. 21 ; Lev. xiv. 20; 2 Chron. xxxv. 16 ; Bar. i. 1 o; 
r Mace. iv. 53. Here St. Peter puts the Cross in the place of the 
altar. The addition of eTrt To [v'J...ov was, no doubt, suggested by the 
use of av~1,eyKe in Isa. liii .. 12. But the use of the verb in this 
verse appears to be due to the LXX. translators; in ver. 4 we have 
ras &.fJ-apT[a.. ~fJ-WV <f,lp£L, and the Hebrew word is the same in both 
places. Isaiah is alluding in both verses to the sin-offering. Pro­
fessor Cheyne notes on ver. 4, "The meaning is first of all that the 
consequences of the sins of his people fell upon him the innocent ; 
but next and chiefly that he bore his undeserved sufferings as a 
sacrifice on behalf of his people," and adds that "this is the first of 
twelve distinct assertions in this one chapter of the vicarious 
character of the sufferings of the Ser_vant." But the turn which St. 
Peter has given to the words represents Christ as not only the sin­
offering, who bore the consequences of the sins of His people on 
the Cross of shame OveyKev E7rt Tov [v.\ov), but as the priest who took 
the sins, or the sin-offering ( ~ &.fJ-apT{a ~~ Ta 7rep2 T~'> afJ-apT{a,, Lev. 
vi. 26), and laid the sacrifice on the altar of the Cross (anjveyKev 
E7!'l TO [v'J...ov). Thus Alford appears to be right in giving ava<f,,peiv 
here a double meaning; but the two meanings "bear" and "carry" 
both belong to the one Greek word, and St. Peter has done his 
best to cure the ambiguity by expanding Isaiah's avT6, into the 
highly emphatic avTos fr T<t> <I"WfJ-aTi awov, which, reinforced as they 
are by the following fJ-WAwTri, clearly mean " He Himself, by His own 
personal suffering, carried the sins up "; in other words, the Priest 
was also the Victim. 

Kiihl will not allow the analogy between ava<f,lpnv e7r), To ~Aov 
and ava<p<peiv eTrt To 0v<J"ia<I"~pwv, nor will he admit any reference to 
sacrifice on the grounds ( r) that the cross is never regarded as an 
altar (he should have said not elsewhere, and even this is doubtful, 
if we remember Heb. xiii. ro); (2) that nowhere are sins spoken of 
as the actual sacrifice (but see Lev. vi. 26 referred to above); (3) 
that in the Old Testament the body of the victim is never burnt 
upon the altar (this seems quite beside the point: the sin-offering is 
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certainly said avacpepE<r0ai, and Isaac was actually laid upon the 
altar bravw TWV [vAwv, Gen. xxii. 9); (4) that, above all, we con­
tradict the Old Testament idea of sacrifice, if we think of sin as 
laid upon the victim and brought with the victim to the altar, for 
nothing but what is pure can come to the altar before the sight of 
God (but the essence of sacrifice lies in the idea that the innocent 
victim is not polluted by the load of guilt which it carries). To 
[vAov he takes to mean simply "die bei Sklaven iibliche Todes­
strafe." But in the apostle's time -ro [vAov is not "a gibbet" but 
"the stocks," Acts xvi. 24. Finally, he translates, " He carried our 
sins up on to the tree and thereby took them from us," adding by way 
of explanation, "because He bore our sins, in their consequences, in 
form of sufferings, as evils, in His body, so that, with the life of His 
body, our sins and their consequences were destroyed." But the 
real difficulty of the passage lies in the number of allusions which 
St. Peter has crowded into one short phrase, and Kiihl's explanation 
leaves it untouched. 

iva. TaLS &p.a.pTia.ts d11"oyev6p.EV0, Tfi 8tKa.toauvn t~awp.ev. "That 
having been loosed unto (from) sins we might live unto righteous­
ness." 'A-rroy{yvrn-0ai occurs only here in the New Testament, and 
is not found in the LXX. ; but Theodotion has it in Dan. ii. 1, in the 
sense of "to depart from." In Herodotus and Thucydides it is 
put where a-rro0avetv might have been employed, perhaps by way of 
euphemism; but this use does not appear to attach to the verb 
elsewhere. Schwartz notices three instances of its use in imperial 
times, Tatian, ad Graecos, vi., ovx w<; oi ::STWIKOl ooyµaT{(ov<n KaTa 
nvac; KVK/1.WV 7rEptoOovc;, yivoµevwv ad Kal. a-rroyivoµevwv : Galen, Hist. 
Phil. xxii. p. 612, 15, 'T~V OE cp0opav bTaV .1[ OV'TWV -rrpoc; TO µ~ eTvat 
Ka0un~Tal Ka0a-rrep £7rl 'TWV a-rroyiyvoµevwv t0wv : Plut. Consol. ad 
Apo!!. xv. (Moralia, p. 109 F), aAA' ol:'n (Ti} Otacpopav ElVat µ~ 
yevia0ai, ~ yevoµevov a.-rroyevecr0ai; All these passages are philoso­
phical, and balance y{yvecr0ai against a-rroy{yvecr0ai, " coming ta 
be" against "ceasing to be." It seems highly doubtful whether 
&.-rroy{yvecr0ai could ever have been used as a direct antithesis to 
{77v, and almost certain that it could not in St. Peter's time. Hence 
it is better to translate not "having died unto sins," but "having 
fallen away" or "having been loosed unto sins." Grotius renders 
longejacti a peccatis ; von Soden, los von den Sunden. Beck takes 
the same view, and apparently Bengel, though his language is not 
quite clear. There remains the difficulty of the dative; but this is 
no greater than in Rom. vi. 20, .1Aev0epoi ~TE Tfj 81Kawcrvv11, Here, 
as there, the case is determined by the antithesis. Thus St. Peter 
speaks here of the death of Christ as having for a distinct purpose 
that the believer should be set free from sin and brought into the 
new life of righteousness ; but the Pauline images of death or burial 
with Christ do not cross his mind. In this particular clause he is 
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speaking only of that aspect of our Lord's death which is technically 
called Redemption, chap. i. 18 above. 

00 T'{l p.w>.wm L<i8YJTE. From Isa. liii. 5, T<p µwAW7rt aVTOV 'r]fLEt,S 
la0riµev. Here ~ L P and many cursives have oil T<f µwAwm 
avrov, the avrov of the LXX. having been reinserted by a careless 
scribe. MwAwtf! (" uibex, frequens in corpore seruili," Bengel) is not 
found elsewhere in the New Testament. The weals are those left 
by the scourging, John xix. l; Matt. xxvii. 26; Mark xv. 15. "Ye 
were healed by His scars " is a strong expression of that belief in 
the value of vicarious suffering which recurs in an even stronger 
form in iii. I 8. · ' 

25. ~re yo.p i:is 1Tpol3arn ,,.>.avwp.evot. " For ye were as sheep 
going astray." CK L P have 7!'Aavwµeva, "as sheep that go astray," 
a needless attempt to simplify the grammar. The words are taken 
from Isa. liii. 6, 1ravTE, w, 7!'pof3arn E7rAav~0riµEV. 

d.}.}.' E'll'E<TTp<f<l>YJTE viiv E'!l'l TOV 'll'OLfJ-EVQ Kal E'll'lO'KO'll'OV TWV i!,uxwv 
op.wv. "But are now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 
your souls." The aorist e1r£U'rp&<prJTE is here clearly equivalent to 
the perfect. Cf. i. 12. 'E1rtU'rplcpew means properly only "to turn 
towards," but is used by Lucian and Plutarch of "turning back 
from error." It is a favourite word with Plotinus to express what 
we call "conversion." When a man forgets God he "turns away"; 
when he remembers his Father he "turns back" ( hrurrpl<f,erai). 
See Enn. v. r. 1. The word is used in the same sense in the New 
Testament; hence we may translate ,it "returns," not simply" turns." 

IIoiµ~v, Shepherd, and here Shepherd of souls (for tf!vxwv cf. i. 9 
above), is a word that includes all that Christ does for our souls, 
loving care, feeding, instruction, guidance, government. It brings 
out the general ignorance and helplessness of man, who, without aid 
from above, can only go astray like sheep without a shepherd. In 
the Old Testament we have this figure in Ps. xxiii. ; Zech. xiii. 7 ; Isa. 
xl. 11 ; Ezek. xxxiv. 23, xxxvii. 24. In the Gospels we read of the 
sheep, Matt. x. 6, xxv. 33 ; Mark vi. 34 ; Luke xv. 4. Christ is 
Shepherd, Matt. ix. 36; Mark vi. 34; John x.; Heb. xiii. 20. 

IIoiµaCvew is used of Christ, Matt. ii. 6; Apoc. ii. 27, vii. 17, xii. 
• 5, xix. 15 in the sense of "govern" ; and of Christian ministers, 
John xxi. 16; Acts xx. 28; 1 Pet. v. 2. IIoCµv'YJ is used of the 
Christian flock, Matt. xxvi. 31 ; John x. 16 ; 71'oCµvwv, Luke xii. 3 2 ; 

Acts xx. 28 ; 1 Pet. v. 2, 3. It is curious that St. Paul never uses 
the metaphor, except of the Christian minister, and that but twice 
(Acts xx. 28; Eph. iv. n). On the other hand, 71'otµ~v is never 
used of the Christian minister, except in this last passage from 
Ephesians. John x. shows clearly that it is an error to restrict 
shepherding to government, though this idea is, no doubt, always 
included ; and St. Peter's phrase, Shepherd of souls (" souls " 
including in his usage the whole of man's spiritual nature), implies 
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that the Lord gives us all that is needful for intelligence, emotions, 
or will. 

'E,r{CTKo,ros- is here a description, not a title. It is nearly equiva­
lent to 'll'OlJL~II : cf. Ezek. xxxiv. 1 r, loov <yw <K(YJT~CTW TU ,rp6(3a-ra 
1wv, Kal f.'ll'lCTKit{;oµai av-ra : though it is more general. Philo, de 
Som. i. 15 (i. 634), calls God o -rwv OAwv <'ll'{CTKo,ros-. The ecclesiasti­
cal use of the word comes from Ps. cviii. ( cix.) 8, quoted in Acts i. 
20; in part also from Isa. Ix. 17, Ka-raCTT~CTW TOVS" f.7l'tCTK07l'OVS" av-rwv f.)/ 

8iKawCTv11v, Ka2 -rovs- 8iaK611ovs- av-rwv <11 ,r{CTni, as quoted by Clement of 
Rome, xlii. 5. In Acts xx. 28 (" the flock wherein the Holy Ghost 
made you overseers") <'ll'{CTKo,ros- is used by St. Paul very much as 
St. Peter uses the word here, as a description, and in much the 
same sense as ,roiµ~v. In the later Pauline Epistles (Phil. i. 1 ; 

1 Tim. iii. 2; Tit. i. 7), but not elsewhere in the New Testament, 
we find an official entitled 'E,r{CTKO'll'o,, who in the two Pastoral 
Epistles appears to be also entitled Presbyter. 

It would seem that the ecclesiastical <,r{CTKo,ros- was taken from 
the Old Testament and carried with it its Jewish associations. The 
word was in common use among the Greeks, as Overseer is among 
ourselves, to denote kinds of supervision that were purely secular (see 
Hatch, Bampton Lectures, ed. 1882, p. 36 sqq.); but the ecclesiasti­
cal use can be explained quite easily from the Old Testament, and 
there is no reason for attempting to derive it from other sources. 
Why St. Paul altered the recognised title of the Christian official we 
can only guess, but he may have been influenced by the words of 
Isaiah, in which the mention of 8iKawCTVIIYJ and ,r/CTns- as the divinely 
given qualifications of overseers and ministers fits in so aptly with 
his own views. See note in Addenda. 

'E,r{CTKo,ros- contains an idea of eminence and authority which 
,rpECT/3v-rEpos- in itself does not, and it had also, as we have seen, 
a loose connexion with the Apostolate. Hence, we may suppose, 
as one Elder came to be invested with special functions, he came 
also to be distinguished as 'E,r{CTKo,ros-, which word then became a 
title, Bishop, no longer Overseer. 

III. I. The Duty of Wives is inculcated also, Eph. v. 2 2 ; Col. 
iii. 18 ; Tit. ii. 4. 

op.olws may be taken closely with iJ,ro-raCTCTOp,Evai : slaves are to 
be subject, so likewise wives. But it is best taken as referring to ii. 
17. Slaves are to show honour to masters, likewise wives to husbands. 
For the construction of iJ,rornCTCTOJLEVat, see note on ii. 18. The same 
phrase, ko-raCTCTop,wai -ro,s- l8Cois- &.118paCTi11, is found in Ephesians and 
Titus, and with the omission of lofois- in Colossians also. See Intro­
dtiction, p. 17. 'Iolois- strengthens the article -ro,s-, which by itself is 
possessive and means "your." It gives the same sense that we find 
in the English, "your own husbands"; you belong to them in a 
special way, and your duty to them is very near and clear. Further, 
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it softens the rule of subjection. It is not obedience to a stranger 
that is required. 

lva • • • Kep8tJ!hJaonm. "That if any obey not the word, they 
may without the word be won by the conversation of their wives." 
The use of the future indicative after the final i'11a belongs to late 
and vulgar Greek (Cobet, Variae Lectiones, p. 508; Blass, p. 208); 
instances occur in Mark xv. 20; Luke xx. 10; 1 Cor. xiii. 3; Gal. 
ii. 4; Apoc: iii. 9, and elsewhere. 

2. foo1rreuaa.nes. See note on ii. 1 2 above. In tl.11w X6yov the 
absence of the article is probabiy immaterial, and we may translate 
" without the word," without any direct appeal to the teaching of 
Christ, which, in the eyes of an unbelieving husband, would have no 
authority. Otherwise the meaning will be "without a word"; the 
wife need not argue at all, the mere sight of her conduct will suffice. 
For the sense of Kepoa{11ew, cf. Matt. xviii. 15; 1 Cor. ix. 19-21. It is a 
fine Christian expression, on which Leighton dwells with unction: "A 
soul converted is gained to itself, gained to the pastor, or friend, or 
wife, or husband who sought it, and gained to Jesus Christ; added 
to His treasury, who thought not His own precious blood too dear 
to lay out for this gain." A striking instance of the "gaining" of 
the heathen husband by the Christian wife will be found in the 
account of Monnica in Augustine's Confessions. But, though 
Monnica did not, to use a common expression, " preach" to her 
husband, she owed her influence over him largely to wise words. 
The patient well-doing of the wife ,has power for the salvation of 
others ; cf. ii. 12 above. St. Peter, it will be observed, admits no 
questioning about the indissolubility of marriage in cases of religious 
disparity. At Corinth the question had been raised, and St. Paul 
expresses his personal opinion (I, not the Lord, 1 Cor. vii. 12) to 
the effect that the Christian partner should not seek divorce or 
separation, but that, if the heathen husband or wife choose to dis-. 
solve the tie, it may be done. He adds, "For what knowest thou, 
0 wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband?" 

nJV EV 4>6f3w cl.y~v avaaTpo4>~v. "Your conversation chaste in 
fear." "Your 'chaste conversation coupled with fear" (A.V., R.V.) 
hardly brings out with sufficient force the close collocation of l11 
<t,6{3cp ayVl)11. The conversation is chaste, because it moves in the 
fear of God (cf. ii. 18 above). Here again St. Peter does not mean 
"fear of your husband," though in Eph. v. 33 we read '1/ OE yw~ 
i11a <f,o/3~mi TOV lfropa. 

3. @v eOTw o~x o etw8ev . . . KOafl,os. On the use of the article 
in this passage, see Introduction, p. 4. The translation of A. V., 
" whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning," is not 
strictly accurate, as o K6rrµ,os is not repeated. What St. Peter says is 
"whose must be, not the outward adornment of plaiting hair and 
putting round of jewels or putting on of robes, but the hidden man 
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of the heart." K60"µos is in antithesis to av0pw1ros, visible ornaments 
to the invisible soul. It is possible that there is a play on the two 
meanings of K60"µo~, "ornaments," and the "world," or "multitude 
of men "; at any rate this supposition would help to explain the 
antithesis. As K60"µos is used in classical Greek, so mundus is used 
in classical Latin for all kinds of embellishments. Livy, xxxiv. 7, 
"munditia et ornatus et cultus, haec feminarum insignia sunt : hunc 
mundum muliebrem appellarunt maiores nostri." Tertullian (de 
habitu mu!. 4) makes a distinction between cultus, jewellery and dress, 
and ornatus, the personal beautification of the toilet, and confines 
mundus to the former. "Cultum dicimus, quern mundum muliebrem 
uocant ; ornatum, quern immundum muliebrem conuenit dici. 
Ille in auro et argento et gemmis et uestibus deputatur ; iste in cura 
capilli et cutis et earum partium corporis quae oculos trahunt." 

lp.irX.oK~c;. Cf. 1 Tim. ii. 9-13. The two passages are very 
similar, but our Marriage Service rightly prefers that of St. Peter. 
On plaiting of hair, see Ovid, de arte am. iii. 136 sqq. It was an art 
highly cultivated by Greek and Roman ladies. 

irepL8laewc;. Ornaments of gold were worn round the hair (in 
the shape of golden nets), round the finger, arm, or ankle. 

4. o KpuirToc; ~c; Kap8lac; a.v8pw1roc;. " The hidden person of the 
heart, clothed in the incorruptible of the meek and quiet spirit, 
which is in the sight of God of great price." 'Ev is used as in Jas. 
ii. 2, av~p XPV0"08aKTV)l.lo<; £JI £0"0ijn Aaµ1rpi, With TO acp0apTOJI con­
trast XPVO"toJI -ro a1roAAvµevoJ1 of i. 7. The neuter adjective forms a 
substantive, and no substantive is to be supplied; but the sense is as 
given by the R.V., "the incorruptible apparel." The incorruptible 
or heavenly raiment and jewellery of the hidden person is the meek 
and quiet spirit which befits Christians ; whether the exact ante­
cedent to ;; is To tJ.cp0apToJ1 or 1rJ1evµa, it is impossible to decide, but 
the question does not affect the sense. IIJ1evµa is here spirit, dis­
position, temper, a sense which is not borne by the word elsewhere in 
the New Testament. In this Epistle 1rvevµa, as applied to man, 
does not denote a distinct faculty, but is nearly equivalent to tf;ux~­
In iii. 18, 19, iv. 6 it means the whole of the inner nature of man 
as opposed to O"apt, the body. Man is made up of body and tf;vx~, 
or body and 1rJ1evµa. IIJ1evµa denotes the inner nature as immaterial, 
invisible, impalpable, but this nature in its relation to God is tf;vx~­
Hence in i. 2 it is impossible to translate £JI ayiaO"µ(;J IIJ1evµa-ros, "in 
sanctificati011 of your spirit"; if this had been St. Peter's meaning 
he would have said €JI aytaO"ft~ ,f;vxijs: cf. i. 22, TOS tf;vxas VftWJI 
~yviK6Tes. Hence again, as applied to the Holy Spirit, 1rJ1evp.a means 
"the Immaterial Being," not a special influence or gift of God. It 
will help to make the matter clear if we observe that, in phrases 
which approach the one under consideration, St. Paul always defines 
1rJ1evp.a by a substantival genitive ; thus we find 1rnvµ.a 8nvAefas, 
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ilnA{a,;, uocf,{a,;, Ttpq6n7rn,; ( 1 Cor. iv. 2 1 ; Gal. vi. 1 ). All these are 
modelled upon the Hebrew r.v£vµa Karnvvt£w,; (Rom. xi. 8 from Jsa. 
xxix. 10), and imply that the frame of mind spoken of is breathed 
into the man by God, as the 7rV£vµa Tov K6uµov ( 1 Cor. ii. 1 2) is 
inspired into him by the spirit of evil. 

St. Paul uses "man" in much the same way as St. Peter, dis­
tinguishing o ltw from o cuw av0pw7ro,; (Rom. vii. 22; 2 Cor. iv. 16; 
Eph. iii. 16), and the "old" from the "new" man (Eph. iv. 22, 24; 
Col. iii. 9). The commentators throw no light on this peculiar 
use of av0pw7rD'> for personality; it seems to be Hebrew, and there 
are many phrases in the Old Testament that might suggest it, 
man of God, man whom the Lord doth choose, man of earth, and 
so on. 

5. ouTw y&.p iroTe. "For in this manner in days of old the holy 
women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves." For 
d,; ®£6v ~ reads E7rt Tov ®£6v. In its Biblical meaning (" I have 
hope ") Dcr.{'w is followed by El,; ( 2 Cor. i. 1 o) : l7r{ with dative 
( r Tim. iv. 1 o): l7r{ with accusative ( 1 Pet. i. r 3; 1 Tim. v. 5). 
'Ev Xpi<rT'{J, Kvp{<(), EA7r{'w occur I Cor. xv. r 9 ; Phil. ii. 19; but 
this is not to be counted among the constructions of EA7rl,w, because 
lv XpiuT0 may be added to any verb, and does not belong to one 
more than to another. IIOTl, "in the days of old." The saintly 
women of the Old Testament are cited as a model for Christian 
matrons. Here we find another instance of St. Peter's strong sense 
of the continuity of the religiou~ life. There may be a hidden 
reference to Isaiah's denunciation of women's trinkery (iii. 16 sqq.); 
but St. Peter speaks not of what good women of old did not wear, 
but of what they did wear. They adorned themselves with a meek 
spirit by subjection, or because they were subject. 

6. KUpLov a.,hov Ka.Aouaa.. Gen. xviii. 12. Here again Monnica 
illustrates the language of St. Peter. When other matrons came 
to her and complained of their husbands, she would "blame their 
tongues, telling them that when once they had heard the marriage 
lines read over to them, they ought to have looked upon them as 
indentures by which they were made handmaids; they ought there­
fore to remember their condition, and not rebel against their lords 
and masters " ( Conf ix. 9. 2 ). 

~s eyev~8YJTE TEKva.. "Whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do 
well," A.V. "Whose children ye now are, if ye do well," R.V. 
These translations are substantially identical, and both give the aorist 
eyEv'IJ01JTE the sense of the perfect y£y6vaT£. There is no strong 
objection to this; cf. &vriyyl.>..ri, i. 12: e7reu7pcf.cf,11n, ii. 25. There 
is, however, no sufficient reason why we should not keep the proper 
meaning of the aorist, and render "whose children ye became by 
doing good." It is true that in this case a certain difficulty arises 
out of the participles. 'Ara0o7rowvuai Kat µ~ cf,o/3ovp,evai seems to be 
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clearly an exhortation; and the force of the exhortation may be 
thought to be somewhat blunted, if the apostle is taken to say that 
they have been doing good ever since they became children of 
Sarah, and even before that time. Yet this difficulty is rather 
artificial; the meaning may very well be "Ye became children of 
Sarah by doing good; continue so to do, or ye will cease to be 
her children." Bengel regards the words w, lappa ••• rlKva as 
forming a parenthesis. On this view, v1rornuuoµEvai &ya001rowvuai 
cf,o/3ovµEvai all belong to lK6uµovv. Bengel's expedient is allowed 
a place in the margin of the R.V., but it is unnecessary and awk­
ward. 

rlKva r~, lappa is a phrase of much the same meaning as rlKva 
fi1raKo~, (i. r4). Those who exhibit the same character as Sarah 
may be called in a figure her children. The words are as applic­
able to matrons of Jewish as of heathen origin. 

Kal p.~ <f,o/foop.evm p.ri8ep.£a.v 1TTO?J<TLV. From Prov. iii. 25, Kat ov 
cf,o/3riB+rn 7rTOTJU'lJI l.1r£J\.0ovuav OVi)E opµas <i<r€/Jwv £7r€pxoµlva,. This 
again is one of St. Peter's favourite chapters ; it is quoted again 
v. 5 below. II-r617uis (quite a classical word) means fluttering, 
excitement, perturbation of spirit, caused by any passion, but more 
especially by fear. If the word retains its proper sense here, we 
must take it as a cognate accusative, and translate "are not afraid 
with any alarm." But in Proverbs the epithet i1r£A0ovuav and the 
parallelism with opµa, give it a concrete meaning, and it is better 
to render "are not afraid of any alarm." St. Peter may be thinking, 
in the first place, of alarms caused by the ill-temper of a bad 
husband (it is probable that &uE/3wv opµa, was in his mind). Yet 
his words have a wider scope. Alarms about children, about 
servants, about the fortunes of the family, about the growing ill­
will of heathen neighbours-the Christian matron who hopes on 
God will face them all unperturbed. 

7. <'>p.otws. Here, where there is no duty of subjection to be 
enforced, the "likewise" seems clearly to refer to ii. I7. Honour 
is due to all; honour therefore your wives. For the construction 
of uvvoiKovvns-, see ii. 18, iii. r. 

Ka.Ta. yvwaLv. "According to knowledge," like wise and sensible 
men who understand the due gradations of honour. The Pauline 
sense of yvwcm, in which it signifies the understanding of spiritual 
mysteries, is quite foreign to St. Peter. In the following words we 
observe the same elegant classicism as in i. r9. The sense is 
precisely the s:i.me as if the author had written r<il yvvatKE{Cf! <rKEVEt 
ws- &u0£v£<rTEPCf!· The husband is to pay honour to the wife as to the 
weaker vessel; such honour as is due to the weaker, that is to say, 
consideration, wise guidance, marital helpfulness. 'Os- here has its 
common limiting force, and gives, not the reason for the honour, but 
a qualification of the command. lKEvos- means-( r) a chattel, or 
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piece of furniture, Matt. xii. 29; Mark iii. 27; Luke viii. 16; <rKEVYJ 
in the same house differ in value and purpose, Rom. ix. 2 1-2 3 ; 
( 2) an implement or instrument adapted to a particular end; thus 
we have <rK£vos iK>..oy~s, an elect instrument, Acts ix. 15 ; (3) a 
vessel which contains things, John xix. 29; (4) in 1 Thess. iv. 4 
<TK£vos may mean "wife," a peculiar sense which the word bears 
sometimes .in Rabbinical Hebrew; see Alford's note. Here, how­
ever, this meaning is excluded by the comparative a<r0ev£<rTtpu,J, which 
clearly implies that husband and wife are both vessels. As there 
is here no reference to purpose or contents, we must take <rK£vos to 
mean simply "chattel." Husband and wife are both parts of the 
furniture of God's house, though one is weaker and the other 
stronger. In the passage quoted from I Thess. some commentators 
give <rK£vos the sense of "body." But it is doubtful whether the 
word ever has this sense. In 2 Cor. iv. 7, lxoµev Tov 011<ravpov TovTov 
iv o<rTpaK{vois <rK£vmiv, the apostle does not mean in "earthy bodies," 
but uses a metaphor from money stored, as it often was, "in 
earthen jars." In the present passage we can hardly suppose St. 
Peter to be thinking only of the bodily weakness of the wife. Many 
modern commentators, it should be noticed, connect the dative not 
with a:rrovlµovns, but with <rvvoiKoVVT£S, This leaves the honour 
without any restriction or limitation, which can hardly have been 
the apostle's intention. 

6.IS KO,L uuyK>..,ipovo110L xapLTOS twijs. "As being (not only 
husbands, but) also fellow-heirs of the grace of life." B, the 
Vulgate, Armenian, and some cursives have <rvyKAYJpov6µois. The 
first cos gives the limitation of the honour, the second its reason. 
The wife must not forget the duty of subjection; the husband must 
remember that she, whom nature and the law make his inferior, is 
his equal, and may be his superior, in the eyes of God. Xapis 
(w~s (the article again is dropped before a familiar phrase) is rightly 
understood by Alford to mean God's gracious gift of life eternal; 
for KAYJpovoµ{a compare i. 4; for xapis, i. 13. Desire to make St. 
Peter speak the same language as St. Paul led Erasmus and Grotius 
to paraphrase the words by xapis (w<ra or (wo1rowv<ra. ~ A, and 
some other authorities, including Jerome, read 1roiK{>..11s xo.ptTos (w~s : 
but the epithet has been inserted from iv. IO, where it is natural 
and appropriate. 

ilyKo11'T£u8cu. "Hindered"; K L and other authorities have 
£KK61rn<r0ai, "cut off," a stronger expression. Hofmann seems 
to be right in taking vµwv as referring to the husbands alone; the 
sighs of the injured wife come between the husband's prayer and 
God's hearing: so St. James speaks of the complaints of the 
oppressed as frustrating prayer (v. 4). Others regard vµwv as 
including both husbands and wives. The two cannot join in 
prayer, as they ought to do, for a blessing on their married life, 
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if there is injustice between them. Such prayers are "hindered," 
because the two are not agreed, and the one voice protests against 
the other. 

8. The imperatives still run on, and the section begins with 
adjectives and participles. T6 OE TE11.o,, "finally," is adverbial. 
T.f11.o, 13'- is more usual in the classics, but T6 OE T/11.os is found in 
Plato, Laws, 7 40 E. With the word " finally" St. Peter turns from 
special to general admonitions. "'Op,6cppovEs mente, crvp,1ra0E'is 
affectu, in rebus secundis et adversis," Bengel. 'Op,6cppwv (not 
found elsewhere in the New Testament) is used by the Greek 
poets, as Homer, Il. xxii. 263, op,6cppova 0vp,6v lxovTEs. The word 
expresses rather likeness of sentiment or disposition than of opinion, 
but includes community of faith and hope. Cf. Rom. xii. 16, 
xv. 5; Phil. iii. 16. lvp,1ra0~s (another lha~ A.Ey6p.,€1'ov) is found in 
Aristotle, and denotes community of 1ra0Y/, in the broad Greek sense, 
of all feelings whether of pleasure or of pain. For cp111.aoE11.cpoi, see 
note on cpi11.aO€A.cp{a, i. 22. Evcr1r11.ayxv{a in Eur. Rhesus, 192, means 
courage. But in Hebraistic Greek cr1rA.ayxya are the seat of mercy, 
hence €Vcr1rA.ayxvos here, and Eph. iv. 32, means tender-hearted, 
pitiful. For rn1rEw6cppovE,, "humble-minded," K P have cpi11.6cppovEs, 
"courteous." L, the Vulgate, and some other authorities exhibit 
both adjectives. Ta1rnv6cppwv is found in Prov. xxix. 23, and forms 
one of St. Peter's many allusions to that book. 

9. p.~ chro8~8ovTEs KctKov dVTl KctKoil. In Prov. xvii. 13 we read 
s, a1roo{8wcri KaKa 0.l'Tl aya0wv, DV KlVYJ0~<r€Tal KaKa £K TOV OlKDV 
a&ov. St. Paul, Rom. xii. 17, has the same phrase as St. Peter, 
P.,YJ0€JIL KaK61' al'TL KUKOV a1ro8i86vn,: cf. also l Thess. v. 15. The 
words A.oioop{av 0.l'Tl A.oioopfos look back to ii. 23. Els TOVTO may 
refer to the preceding words ( cf. ii. 2 1 above), or to those which 
follow. It is just possible to render, "Contrariwise blessing (for 
hereunto were ye called) in order that ye may inherit blessing"; 
but the parenthesis is awkward, and the construction appears to be 
the same as in iv. 6, ds TovTo ••• 1'va Kpi0wcri. It is better then 
to translate with R.V. "contrariwise blessing: for hereunto were ye 
called that ye should inherit blessing" or "a blessing." The 
Christian hope is also the Christian rule. " Bless, and ye shall be 
blessed," is strictly parallel to "Forgive, and ye shall be forgiven." 

10. yap. The "for" introduces a reason for the whole admoni­
tion contained in vers. 8, 9, not merely for EvA.oyovvTE<;. The 
passage which St. Peter proceeds to cite treats not only of the 
tongue and its government, but of righteous conduct generally. 
The words which follow are quoted verbatim from Ps. xxxiii. (xxxiv.) 
13-17, except that in the first verse the LXX. has Tl<; lcrnv av0pw1ro, 
o 0i),.,wv tw~v, aya1rwv ~µipa, 10Etl' aya0a,; The Hebrew is translated 
in the R.V. "What man is he tliat desireth life, and loveth many 
days, that he may see good?" St. Peter has, "He that willeth to 
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love life and see good days." Possibly his interpreter, who wrote 
better Greek than the LXX. as a rule, may have been influenced by 
the feeling that o 0tAwv {w~v could carry no meaning to Greek ears. 
'AyaTrwv loe'i:v again is not Greek: ayaTrav (w~v, though unusual, 
may be defended by 2 Tim. iv. 10, aya7r~(TUS TOY vvv alwva. Else­
where the object of the verb is nearly always personal. 

tw~ means this present earthly life (though de Wette and some 
few others have taken it of life eternal). "He that willeth " can in 
spite of all sorrow and unjust usage make his life lovely and his 
days good. The words may be taken in connexion, with i. 6-19, 
but the tenor is different. There the Christian has a joy arising out 
of persecution itself, the joy of the soldier who looks forward to 
victory ; here life in itself may be made sweet and delectable by 
righteousness. The passage illustrates the essentially Hebrew 
character of St. Peter's mind; it serves as a relief to his profound 
sense of the insufficiency of this life ; it shows that persecution was 
as yet no more than a not intolerable vexation, while to such of his 
readers as were Gentiles it would convey in a very persuasive 
manner what is meant by "good days." 

12. ,l,rl 8LK«Cous. The eyes of the Lord are upon righteous men 
for their good, and His ears are turned towards their prayer. 
l:J..{Kaws is quoted from the Old Testament, in the sense which there 
it bears; cf. z Pet. ii. 7, UKawv Ack But the face of the Lord is 
upon men who do evil, not for their good. For the omission of the 
article with Trowvv-ras, cf. ii. 7. 

13. K«l T(s t, K«Kw<Twv op.as; " Who is he that can harm you?" 
Who is able to do you any real hurt? The words are taken from 
Isa. I. 9, loov Ki\pws /307J0~(J'El µoi, 'TlS KaKW(J'El µe; The R. V. has 
"Who is he that will harm you? " that is to say, Who will wish to do 
you any hurt? This rendering might be defended by the words of 
the Didache, i. 3, vµe'is 8£ ayaTrQ'TE 'TOVS fJ,l<J'OVVTaS vµas KaL o,{,x lteTE 
ix0p6v, where possibly we have a reminiscence and attempted 
explanation of St. Peter's words. But the apostle clearly thought 
that suffering is the lot of Christians, and there could be no Tra(J'xElv 
a8tKws without a8iKovvTes. Z7JAWTa{, "zealous ardent lovers ": the 
word, which is quite classical, is similarly used in r Cor. xiv. r z; 
Tit. ii. 14. 

14. a>..>..' et K«l 1raaxoLTE. "But if ye should even suffer." El 
Ka{ generally introduces a supposition which is more or less improb­
able. The optative is rarely used in hypothetical sentences in the 
New Testament; indeed the mood was becoming obsolete in vulgar 
Greek. See Blass, pp. 37, zzo. St. Peter here seems to have had 
in his mind the words of our Lord, Matt. v. r o, µadpwi o1 
8e8iwyµivoi lveKev 8,rnlo<J'VV1J'>• It will be observed that he uses 
8iKato<J'VV'YJ in the old Hebrew sense, as did our Lord Himself (cf. 
8iKafovs above), and that he gives µaKapios that full sense in 
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which it is used in the Gospels, in Jas. i. 12, 25, and in the Apoc. 
xiv. 13 (and six other passages). St. Paul uses it in the same way 
three times in quotations, Acts xx. 35 (in a saying of our Lord's), 
Rom. iv. 7, 8 (from the Old Testament); in r Tim. i. 1 r, vi. 15 he 
applies it to God ; in Tit. ii. r 3 to blessed hope ; but, when he uses 
it of man, gives the word a lower sense ( = happy), Acts xxvi. 2 ; 

1 Cor. vii. 40; perhaps even in Rom. xiv. 22. 

Tov 8E cj,o/3ov a,hwv /1.~ cj,o/3~8!JTE, "Be not afraid of their terror." 
Do not fear their threats. iJ:,6/30, has here a concrete sense, like 
7rT0'7<n, in iii. 6. The words are from Isa. viii. r 2, 13, Tov llt: cf,6/Jov 
avTOV ov fLYJ <f,of3'10~TE ovllt: µ~ Tapax0~T€' Kvpwv avrov ayiacrarE. The , 
passage runs, " Say ye not, a conspiracy, concerning all whereof this 
people shall say a conspiracy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be in 
dread thereof." In the LXX. the meaning is "do not be afraid as 
they are," and <f,6/Jov is a cognate accusative. To this extent St. 
Peter has changed the sense of the original. For the meaning here 
can hardly be, "Do not be afraid, as your heathen neighbours are, 
of mere earthly misfortunes." 

15. KupLOv 8E Tov XptuTov &yufua.Te. "But sanctify the Lord, 
that is to say, the Christ." The words Tov XpLcrTov are substituted 
for avrov in the text of Isaiah to make the meaning clear. Some of 
the early readers of the Epistle were alarmed by this change ; hence 
in KL P and some other authorities we find a variant Tov ®eov for 
Tov Xpicrrov. The R.V. has, "But sanctify in your hearts Christ as 
Lord," taking Kvpwv as predicate by reason of the absence of the 
article. This translation might stand, if we took the words by them­
selves and out of connexion with the Isaianic text, but not other­
wise. The absence of the article before Kvpw, has no significance. 
In any case the Christological import of the passage is not affected. 
'Ayiacrare is sufficiently explained by the words which follow in 
Isaiah, "Let Him be your fear, and let Him be your dread." 

eTOLfJ.OL &el 1rpos &1r0Xoy[av. "Always ready for an answer to 
every man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in 
you." We might have expected 7repl r~, £V vµ'iv 7r{crTEw,, but in St. 
Peter's mind the two words are very nearly identical. 'A7r0Aoy£a 
(followed by a dative, as in 1 Cor. ix. 3) means any kind of answer 
or self-justification, whether formal before a judge, or informal. 
Here 7ravr{ fixes the word to the latter sense. Aoyov alre'iv is a 
classical phrase. Every cultivated sensible man was expected by 
the Greeks to be prepared ,\6yov llillovai TE Kat Utacr0ai, to discuss 
questions of opinion or conduct intelligently and temperately, to 
give and receive a reason. The phrase >..6yov a7rollio6vai, below, iv . 
.5, is quite different. iJ:,6f3ov (cf. ii. r8, iii. 2) is fear of God, not of 
man. It is surely not fanciful to see here an allusion to St. Peter's 
own experience. When the critical moment came upon him, he 
was not ready with his answer, and so denied his Lord. Further, it 
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was through want of meekness and fear that he denied; of meek­
ness, because he had fancied that he loved the Lord "more than 
these "; and of fear, because though he feared man, the Lord at the 
moment was not his dread. 

16. uuvd81juw exovTES d.ya6~v ..• d.vauTpocl>~v. "Having a good 
conscience; in order that, wherein ye are spoken against, those who 
revile your conversation, which is good in Christ, may be ashamed." 
For crw£{817criv, see ii. 19. 'Ev <ii KamAaA£'icr0£, the very thing 
wherein ye are spoken against, is the &vacrTpocp~ : cf. ii. 12, 

&vacrTpocf,~v JxovT£<; KaA~v, iva, iv <ii KamAaAovcrtv. Constantly the 
apostle repeats his phrases with new significance and in a new light. 
In the former passage he speaks of the righteousness of the 
Christian as likely to promote the conversion of the heathen, here 
simply as stopping the mouths of his defamers. T~v &ya0~v iv 
Xpt<TT<f are to be taken together; cf. T~V £V cf,of3'f ayv~v &va<TTpocf,~v, 
iii. 2. Three times (here and v. 10, 14) St. Peter uses the phrase 
iv Xpt<rT<p, which in the Pauline Epistles is very common (there are 
thirteen instances in Romans). Elsewhere it is not found; but the 
idea that all is in Christ constantly recurs in John's Gospel, i. 4, vi. 
56, xiv. 20, xv. 1-5, xvi. 33, xvii. 21. The phrase iv Xpta-T<j, is 
mystical, and this is why St. Paul loves it. But it is not necessary 
to suppose that he invented it. 'E1r17p£aCovn, is generally regarded 
as governing &vaa-Tpocf,~v, which is a possible construction (see Luke 
vi. 28). But in good Greek the verb is not transitive, and is 
followed by a dative or preposition. Here it would be quite 
possible to take &vaa-Tpocf,~v with Kamicrxw0wcriv, "that those who 
revile you may be abashed by your good conversation"; nor is the 
position of vµwv a conclusive argument against this rendering. 

17. KpELTTov yap. A further reason for patient endurance .. Not 
only will it silence calumny, but it is Christlike, and it has a value 
for others. Here again recurs the thought involved in ii. 12, and in 
the v1r£p vµwv of ii. 21. There is a parallelism between the suffer­
ings of Christ and those of the Christian, but it is not quite clear 
how far it is meant to be carried. El 01>..oi To 01>..17µa, "if the will 
of God should will," is a rugged emphatic pleonasm, similar in sense 
to the d 8iov of i. 6. For the optative, see note on ver. 14 above. 

18. 8n Ka.l XptuToc; ihraf irEpl cip.apnwv d.m!6a.vE. It is better 
"because Christ also once for all died for sins." 'A1r .. 0ov£v, ~ AC, 
and all the Versions; BK L P have E1ra0£. •A1raf, as in Heb. ix. 28, 
distinguishes the one sacrifice of Christ .from the repeated deaths of 
victims under the Law. IIEpt aµapT{a, is the regular phrase for the 
sin-offering, Lev. v. 7, vi. 30; Ps. xxxix. (xl.) 7; Ezek. xliii. 21. 'Y1r£p 
aµapT{a, occurs in Ezek. xliii. 25, xliv. 29, xiv. 17, xlvi. 20. The sin­
offering was propitiatory, Lev. v. 6, Kal £flAU<T£Tat 7r£pl avTOV o i£p£v<; 
7r£pt rrj, aµapT{a<; avTOV ~- ~µapn, Kal &cf,£0~'7£Tal almil "7 aµapTLa, and 
is called ,11.acrµo,, Ezek. xliv. 27. Christ suffered not for particular 
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offences, but for all sins of all men; hence in the New Testament 
we frequently find 7r£p£ or v1rep aµapnwv, Heb. v. r, 3, x. 26; 
1 John ii. 2 ; 1 Cor. xv. 3 ; Gal. i. 4. He died as the one true sin­
offering, UKaw, v1rep &3{Kwv, just on behalf of unjust. In i. r9 we 
read that the sinlessness of Christ gave His Blood its value. What 
we see in the world is that the unjust man is saved, or made 
better, by the sufferings of the just, who not only sets an attractive 
example, but actually bears the punishment of the unjust. The 
consequence of moral evil is moral insensibility; the pain of wrong­
doing is felt, at any rate in the first instance, by the innocent person 
who desires to amend the offender; take, for example, the anguish 
of a mother over a theft committed by her child. In the police 
courts a different rule prevails; there iudex damnatur cum nocens 
absoluitur. Owing to a confusion between these two forms of 
justice, the human and the divine, St. Peter's words, UKaw, v1rep 
&UKwv, have often given great offence. Plotinus, one of the best and 
ablest of men, says, probably with reference to Christianity, KaKov, 
(}f. y£voµlvov, &[wvv ttAAov, avTWV UWT~pa<; £lVaL £aVTOl/', 7rpo£µivov, ov 
0£µiTov £vx~v 1rowvµlvwv, "for men who have become evil to demand 
that others should be their saviours by sacrifice of themselves is not 
lawful even in prayer," Enn. iii. 2. 9. The Neoplatonist admitted 
that my suffering makes me better, but thought it absurd to suppose 
that the suffering of another could do so. The same difficulty lay 
at the root of Socinianism (see Ritschl, Christian Doctrine of Justifi­
cation and Reconciliation, Eng. trans. p. 299 sqq.). 

'lva ~,,.as ,rpoo-ay«yn T~ 0e~. "That He might bring us to God." 
As to the mood of 7rpouayayv, it may be noticed that the optative is 
never found in the New Testament in final clauses ; see Blass, pp. 
211, 220. The meaning of 7rpouay£iv has been much debated. It 
is used of the priests, Aaron and his sons, whom Moses "brings 
before God," and who may be regarded as sacrificial gifts. Thus in 
Ex. xxix. 4, Ka( 'Aapwv Kal TOV', viov, aVTOV 7rpoua[n, €7rt TO.<; 0vpa, T~', 

UK1JV~, Tov µapTvp[ov: cf. ver. ro of the same chapter, Kal 7rpoua[n, 
TOV µ6uxov £7rl TO.<; 0vpa, T>J> UK1JV~> TOV µapTvplov. Hence Kiihl 
understands the meaning to be "that He might make us priests to 
God." But there does not appear to be any reference here to the 
priesthood of the Christian ; and in the passages quoted, as von 
Soden points out, 7rpouaynv merely means "to bring near." Others 
have supposed the phrase to signify "that He might make us a 
sacrifice to God"; 7rpouaynv being frequently used of the victim, 
Lev. iii. I 2, iv. 4, viii. 14. But this sense is inapplicable here; for, 
in the words immediately preceding, Christ is spoken of as being 
Himself the Victim. If, therefore, 7rpouaynv possesses here any 
sacrificial sense at all, it is merely in a distant and indirect way. 
We shall find the best explanation in Eph. ii. 18, iii. 1 2 ; He b. 
iv. 16, vii. 25, x. 22, xii. 22, where, as von Soden says, the free 
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access of Christians to the Father corresponds to the priestly 
1rpouayew of Christ. The sin-offering opens the door and leads us 
through it. 

8avaT6>8eCs, tC1>011"0L'l)8e(s. " Being put to death in flesh, but 
quickened in spirit." The participles are not antecedent in point 
of time to &.1rl0ave, but there is no difficulty in this ; they are 
equivalent to S, e0avaTw0TJ, e(w01roi~0TJ. The datives uapKl, 1rvevµan 
are antithetical; Christ died in body, and was quickened in soul or 
spirit. St. Peter does not mean that the spirit had died. The 
divine spirit of Christ which was in the prophets (i. n) cannot have 
been subject to dissolution; and we can hardly suppose the 
meaning to be that His human spirit was first destroyed and then 
re-created, for there is no trace of such an idea elsewhere in the 
Bible, and the next verse shows that in St. Peter's view the spirits 
of the antediluvians were alive. We may explain (worroiTJ0d, 
perhaps by the xapi, (w~, of iii. 7. The life of heaven is not 
unnaturally distinguished from that of earth as a new life, a second 
&.vaylvvTJ<Ti,, a fresh grace of God, though the two are continuous 
and not disparate. Or we may compare John x. 18, "I have 
power to lay down My life, and I have power to take it again," 
where the life is spoken of as ending and beginning again, yet the 
" I " continues through the change. All phrases which apply to the 
point of transition from the old life to the new are necessarily vague, 
and the speculations which may be built upon them are endless. 

How far are we to suppose the parallelism between the Passion 
of Christ and that of the Christian to extend? If we read &.1rl0avev 
for l1ra0ev one point of similarity is greatly attenuated, for nowhere 
in the Epistle does St. Peter regard the sufferings of the brethren as 
likely to culminate in a violent death. A great number of m9dern 
commentators have found a parallel in chat. " He suffered once ; 
His sufferings are summed up and passed away; He shall suffer no 
more. And we are suffering chat; it shall soon be so thought of 
and looked back upon" (Alford). But this interpretation also 
would vanish with l1ra0ev, and is in any case rather artificial. 
Nothing, then, seems to remain except 1repl aµapnwv, UKaio,, Zva 
1rpouayayv, and uapK{. He died as the innocent sin-offering, and 
our innocent sufferings have in their degree a similar value; He 
brought us near to God, and we may bring others. But these 
lessons are only allusively conveyed, and do not lie on the surface. 
The apostle makes clear his chief point in iv. 1 sqq. : Christ 
suffered in the flesh, and in the flesh we also must suffer. 

19, 20. lv ci ••• 8L' u8aTos. "In which also He went and 
preached unto the spirits in prison ; which aforetime were disobe­
dient, when the longsuffering of God was waiting in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, whereunto few, that is, eight 
souls escaped through water." 

II 
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19. This and the following verse seem to be primarily intended 
as a proof of (wo1roi'YJ(h{,. After our Lord's Death He still lived and 
ministered. The order of time is &.1rl0avr, 1ropw0d, £K1pvf£v, o, 
l<Triv lv 3£tui, rov ®wv 1ropw0d, El, o-tipav6v. There can be no doubt 
that the event referred to is placed between the Crucifixion and the 
Ascension. We must therefore dismiss the explanation of Augus­
tine, Bede, Aquinas, and others, that Christ was in Noah when 
Noah preached repentance to the people of his time. On this view 
6n &.1r£g£Btx£ro is taken with lK1pvt£v, not with &.1rn01<Ta<Ti, and ro'i:, 
lv cpvAaKfj is understood to mean "those who were then in the 
prison of sin," or "those who are now in the prison of Hades, but 
were then alive." 

What St. Peter says is that Christ not only ministered to men 
upon earth, but also (Ka{) went as a spirit to preach to spirits in 
prison. Of these spirits we are told that they had been disobedient 
in the days of Noah. 

But who were the spirits? The context seems to imply that 
they were those of the men who refused to listen to Noah. 
Ilv£vµ,ara may be used of men after death (Heb. xii. 23), and the 
v£Kpo'i:, of iv. 6 fixes this as the right sense. 

The £V"f/YY£A{<T0'Y/, again, of iv. 6 must be taken to prove that in 
St. Peter's view our Lord preached the gospel to these spirits, and 
offered them a place of repentance. Under the influence of later 
theological ideas many commentators have been unwilling to admit 
this, maintaining (r) that Christ must have preached to them not 
hope, but condemnation; or (2) that He preached only to those 
that were righteous ; or (3) only to those who, though disobedient, 
repented in the hour of death; or (4) that He preached the gospel 
to those who had been just, and condemnation to those who had 
disobeyed. But all these afterthoughts are excluded by the text. 
St. Peter clearly means that all the men of the time except eight 
souls were disobedient. 

Again, these explanations are all needless. The thought which 
underlies St. Peter's words is that there can be no salvation without 
repentance, and that there is no fair chance of repentance without 
the hearing of the gospel. Those who lived before the Advent of 
our Lord could not hear, and therefore God's mercy would not 
condemn them finally till they had listened to this last appeal. So 
Clement of Alexandria says (Strom. vi. 6. 48) that it would have 
been 1r:A.wvrg{a, ov -n), rvxov<T'Y}, lpyov, "extremely unfair," to con­
demn men for not knowing what they could not know. Clement is 
referring to this very passage, though he does not actually quote it. 
Thus St. Peter does not here contemplate the case of those who 
have actually heard the gospel and refused it ( on this point 
see ii. 6-8). 

It is probable that St. Peter is here expressing in a modified form 
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a belief which was current in the Jewish schools. In the Book of 
Enoch (ed. Charles, chaps. lx. 5, 25, lxiv., lxix. 26) will be found 
obscure and mutilated passages which may be taken to mean that 
the antediluvian sinners, the giants, and the men whom they 
deluded, have a time of repentance allowed them between the first 
judgment (the Deluge) and the final judgment at the end of the 
world. In the last passage referred to we read that there was great 
joy among them " because the name of the Son of Man was 
revealed unto them." Weber (quoted by Kiihl) cites two passages 
from the Bereschit Rabba, "But when they that are bqund, they that 
are in Gehinnom, saw the light of the Messiah, they rejoiced to 
receive Him"; and again, "This is that which stands written: We 
shall rejoice and exult in Thee. When? When the captives climb 
up out of hell and the Shechinah at their head." See also Gfrorer, 
Jahrhundert des Heils, ii. p. 7 7 sqq. St. Peter limits this Jewish 
doctrine to the special case of those who have not heard the gospel 
on earth. It will be observed also that he alludes to Jewish tradi­
tion without expressly quoting it. 

In the second century we find references to a passage which is 
quoted as from the Old Testament (Irenaeus, iii. 20. 4, ascribes it to 
Isaiah, iv. 22. 1 to Jeremiah; Justin, Trypho, 72, ascribes it to Jere­
miah, but adds that the Jews had recently cut it out of the Bible), 
lµv1u0YJ 0£ Kvpw, 0 ®£6, ayw, 'Iupa~A TOW V€Kpwv avrov, TWV KEKOLJJ,YJ­
µ/.vwv El, yijv xiµaTo,, Ka£ KQTf./3YJ 7rp6, avTOV, £vayy£Muau0at avro't, 
TO uwT1Pwv avTOv. The source of. this passage is unknown, but it 
probably comes from some Jewish apocalypse. 

It will be observed that what St. Peter affirms here is not simply 
the Descensus ad Inferos, which is already contained in his Pente­
costal sermon, Acts ii. 27, in Luke xxiii. 43, possibly in Eph. iv 9, 
but a special form of the Descensus, the Harrowing of Hell. Pos­
sibly this belief underlies Matt. xxvii. 52, 53; it is connected with 
this passage of the Gospel in the Testamenta XII. Patriarcharum, 
Levi, 4, <FKVAEVOfJ.f.VOV TOV ~oov l.7rt T<f) 7ra8£t TOV vffo--rov. See also 
Hermas, Sim. ix. 16. 5-7; Iren. iv. 33. 1, 12, v. 31. 1; the Presbyter 
in Irenaeus, iv. 27. 2; Marcion in Irenaeus, i. 27. 2 ; the Fragment of 
the Gospel of Peter, 41; Tert. de Anima, 55; Origen, Ce!sus, ii. 43; 
in Lucam, Hom. iv. (Lomm. v. 99); in Joan. ii. 30 (Lomm. i. 158); 
Acta Thaddaei in Eus. H. E. i. 13. 20; Ignatius, Magn. ix. 3. 

20. li'MyoL may imply a reminiscence of the question-Are there 
few that be saved? Luke xiii. 23. 

oKTW IJ,uxa£. Gen. vii. 7, viii. 18. \Jlvxa{, of living men, Acts 
ii. 41, xxvii. 3 7 ; Rom. xiii. 1 ; Apoc. xvi. 3, and elsewhere. 

8LE<TW8'1')<TllV. Cf. Thuc. i. 1 IO, Kilt oACyot U7r6 7rOAAwv 7rOpw6-
P,£VOt Ota Tij, Ai/3vYJ, ,~ Kvp1VYJV lu610YJ<Fav : iv. I I 3, OtauiCovrat €, T~V 
A1Kv0ov. At£u610YJ<rav oia must mean "escaped through " ; the water 
already surrounded them when they fled into the ark. 
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Many commentators here give 8uf its instrumental force, "were 
saved by water." This not only gives the preposition a sense 
different from that which it bears in the compound verb, and neces­
sitates our translating d, ~v "in which," but produces an impossible 
sense. The very object of the ark was to save Noah from the 
water. 

The difficulty which suggested this false translation arises from 
arguing back, on a mistaken analogy, from the antitype to the type. 
St. Peter has been thought to mean that in Baptism we are saved 
by water, and that therefore Noah was saved in the same way. But 
St. Peter, on the contrary, says here, in this particular figure, that 
we pass through the water of Baptism into safety, as Noah passed 
through the Flood into the ark. Similar language is used elsewhere 
of Baptism. " Our fathers all passed through the sea, and were all 
baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea," 1 Cor. x. r, 2. 

Here also the figure is substantially the same, that of escape through 
water. In Rom. vi. 3, again, the water represents the Death of 
Christ, through which we pass to the Resurrection. In all these 
figures the stress is laid, not on the water, but on the going into or 
under the water, and the rising from it and leaving it. The water 
expresses, not the instrument through which we receive the grace, 
but rather the evil life which we leave behind. Of course the water, 
being tied to the sacrament by divine command, is a condition of 
the grace ; but this particular point is not directly involved in the 
figure of the ark. To bring out this point other figures are needed, 
such as that of washing, to which an allusion immediately follows. 

21. "Which, in an antitype, Baptism, not the putting away of 
filth of flesh, but a question of a good conscience, brings you also 
safe to God." ~, the Coptic, and Aethiopic omit 8 : Erasmus, follow­
ing some cursives, read ce, a mere device to make the construction 
easier. The antecedent to 8 is either v8wp or -ro 8w<Tw0~vai 8i' 
voa-ro,: but St. Peter suddenly changes his figure, introducing two 
new metaphors; hence arises the embarrassment of the grammar. 
The mention of Noah had led him to speak of Baptism, which at 
first strikes him as analogous to the Flood, inasmuch as it is a 
deliverance from drowning in the waters of sin. But here he is 
struck by the thought that this is not an adequate account of Bap­
tism, or that there are other aspects of the sacrament which are 
equally valuable. It has an outward and an inward part ; it is a 
washing, a question which brings you safe to God. No trace of the 
parallel which he set out to draw remains except in d, ®E6v = d, -r~v 
KL/3w-r6v, and Bi' a.va<T-ra<TEW':, = Bi' voa-ro,. The word a.v-rfrV1rov is used 
also Heb. ix. 24 (see Bishop Westcott's note there). Properly 
speaking, the type is the seal of which the antitype is the impres­
sion, or the original document (-ro at,0EvnK6v) of which the antitype 
is the copy. In Hebrews the earthly temple is antitype of the 
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eternal. This is the general use; cf. 2 Clem. xiv. (see Bishop 
Lightfoot's note) Const. App. v. 14. 4, vi. 30. 1, where the Flesh of 
Christ is the antitype of His Spirit, or the bread and wine of His 
Body and Blood. But St. Peter uses &:n{-rV1rov of the nobler 
member of the pair of relatives, of that to which the -rv1ros points 
and in which it finds its fulfilment, of the seal not of the 
copy. 

awteL l31hrnap.a. is a strong phrase. Cf. Mark xvi. 16, /J 1runevcras 
Kat /3a1rncr0d, crw00cre-rai : Tit. iii. 5, E<TW<TEV ~µas Sia Aov-rpov 
1ra>..iyyevecr{a, Kat dvaKaLV(l)crew, ITvev,ua-ro, 'Ayfov. But St. Peter's 
phrase goes beyond either of these. For d1r60ecris see d1ro0iµevoi, 
ii. 1 ; both this word and pv1ro<; are a1rat >..ey6µeva. For crvve{81JCTL<; 
dya01 cf. ii. 19, iii. 16. Baptism is not merely an outward and 
visible form, but an inward and spiritual grace ; not merely a 
cleansing of the body, but a cleansing of the soul. But instead of 
writing 01! rrapKOS d1r60ecrL<; pv1rov dUa i.f!vx~s. St. Peter substitutes for 
i.f!vx~• the difficult words crvvn81rrew, dya0~, l1rep(l)T1JfLa. 'E1repwTav 
means to ask a question, or, in later Greek, to ask for a thing. 
'E1repw-r11µa accordingly means either "a question" or "a demand." 

Commentators almost universally couple d, ®eov with uvvn-
8~uew, dya0~, l1rep(l)T1J/La, and understand the meaning to be prayer 
to God of (proceeding from) a good conscience, or prayer to God 
for a good conscience, or inquiry of a good conscience after God. 
The last version (Alford's) is based upon 2 Kings xi. 7, Kal i1r11pw­
-r11uev ~av18 el, eip~v11v 'Iwa/3 : "Da,vid asked about the peace, or 
health, of J oab." But it requires l1rep(l)T1J<TLs: and though this 
is perhaps not an insuperable difficulty, yet "inquiry after God" 
applies to one who is just turning towards the light, not to one who 
has made up his mind and is actually being baptized. To the other 
two renderings it is a fatal objection that frepwTav signifies to ask 
men for favours, Ps. cxxxvi. (cxxxvii.) 3; Matt. xvi. 1, but is not 
used of prayer to God. Lastly, none of these explanations gives 
the sense required. What we want is a version which will not only 
express the inner reality of baptism, but express it in a shape which 
forms an antithesis to uapKo<; d7r(50eu,, pv1rov. 

The best way seems to be to take d, ®eov with u(l)(n, so as to 
form an antithesis to 8ieuw011uav el, -r~v Ki/3w-r6v, and to understand 
l1rep(l)T1JfLa of the Baptismal "question" or "demand." Faith and 
repentance are the antecedent conditions of baptism ; they may be 
said to make "a good conscience," and to be the real "putting 
off of the filth of the soul." The candidate must always have been 
asked, in the form of words familiar in later times, or in some other, 
whether he possessed these qualifications. We may translate 
"question of" or "concerning," or "demand for, a good con­
science," the question, "Dost thou believe?" the demand, "Wilt 
thou renounce?" "Wilt thou obey?" 
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8L' cl.vacrTacr£ws '111crou XpLcrTou. "Through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ." The words are formally parallel to &' v8aTo,. They 
are connected grammatically with <J"wln : and baptism saves us 
through, in the sense of by the virtue of the Resurrection. Here 
again, then, the mixture of metaphors causes a slight difficulty; but 
this is met by using the word "through," which, like the Greek 8u{, 
means both "passing through" and "by means of." 

Regeneration is connected with the Resurrection above, i. 3. 
22. o, ecrnv lv 8£tL~. Christ is spoken of here as "being" at 

the right hand of God, cf. Rom. viii. 34. The phrase "sitting" 
comes from Ps. ex. (Matt. xxii. 44), but was used by our Lord 
Himself, Matt. xxvi. 64; Mark xiv. 62 ; Luke xxii. 69; cf. Eph. 
i. 20; Heb. i. 13, x. 12, xii. 2; Mark xvi. 19; Acts ii. 34 (where 
Ps. ex. is quoted by St. Peter). St. Stephen (Acts vii. 55, 56) saw 
the Son of Man "standing" at the right hand of God, as if He had 
risen from the throne to succour His dying servant; with this 
compare the story of Carpus in Ep. 8 of Dionysius the Areopagite. 
See also Dr. Milligan, The Ascension of our Lord, p. 5 8. 

'11'op£u8els £is o&pav6v. The Resurrection is distinguished from 
the Ascension, though the interval of time is not stated. 

0'!1'0TayeVTwv mh~ cl.yyt'/1.wv Kal l~oucrLwv Kal 8uvttp.£wv. "Angels 
and authorities and powers having been made subject unto Him." 
Cf. Rom. viii. 38, OJ)T£ /J.yy£Aot, O'UT£ dpxa[, OVT£ £V£<J"TWTa, OVT£ 
f-L€AAOl'Ta, O'UT£ 8vvap,n,, OVT£ vfwp,a, OVT£ f3&0o,, O'UTE Tt<; KT[<J"t<; frl.pa: 
Eph. i. 2 J' V7r£pavw 1T'O.<J"YJ<; &px~- Kal Uov<J"[a, Kal 8vvap,£W', Kal Kvpt6-
T'f/TO<; ••• KQl 1T'O.VTa wfralev KTA. : Col. ii. 10, KE<paA~ 1T'O.<J"YJ<; apx~­
Kal ilov<J"[a,. For the verb v1roTO.<J"<J"£t11 cf. also I Cor. xv. 27; 
Heb. ii. 8: its use was suggested by Ps. viii. 7, 1ravrn wl.mla, 
v1r0Kfrw Twv 1ro8wv avTov. See the Book of Enoch (ed. Charles, 
lxi. 10; the passage comes just before one of the Noachic frag­
ments which St. Peter may possibly have had in view in the· 
preceding verses), "And He will call on all the host of the heavens, 
and all the holy ones above, and the host of God, the Cherubim, 
Seraphim, and Ophanim, and all the angels of power, and all the 
angels of principalities." This part of Enoch, Mr. Charles thinks, 
was written between B.c. 94-79, or more precisely between B.C. 
70-64. From some such source are derived the angelic divisions 
as they are given both by St. Peter and St. Paul. Enoch's phrase 
opens a question whether we ought not, in the present passage, to 
translate "angels both of authorities and of powers." The 
"authorities and powers" probably mean the departments of 
nature over which the several angelic orders bear sway. In the 
Book of Jubilees (ed. Charles, p. 5), the highest angels are those 
that stand before the Face, next come the angels of Glory, then 
angels of Winds, of Clouds and Darkness, of Snow, Hail, Frost, 
and so on. 
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IV. 1. XpLaToii oov ira8oVTos .•• &p,apT(as. Here also ~ has 
,bro0av6VTO<; V7r£p VJLWV : A K L P add V71"£P ~µ.wv after 1ra06VTo<; : 
BC have 1ra06VTo, only. For &µ.apT{a, B has &µ.apT{ai,, and this 
appears to be the reading of the Aethiopic, Vulgate, and Peshito. 

oliv introduces the main lesson to be drawn from iii. 18-22. 
'01r>..{,rn·0ai (one of St. Peter's a.1rat >..ey6µ.eva) is used here in its 
classical poetical sense; cf. Soph. El. 995, 01rM,ecr0ai 0pa<ro,. 
"Evvoia (Heb. iv. 12) is an idea, design, or resolve, that of suffering 
with patience. Here, again, Christus Patiens is our v1roypaµ.µ.6,. 
He suffered in the flesh and so must we; of course, ay.a001rowv11T£, 
or oia oiKaw<Tvv71v is implied. But St. Peter goes on to add a very 
remarkable statement about this bodily suffering. It is not only 
xapl<; 7rapa ®e,p (ii. 20 ), or KpELTTOJ/ (iii. I 7 ), but it also makes the man 
better. "For he who hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from 
sin." "OTt gives the reason for v1rA{<Ta<T0e. ITl1ravTai is middle, not 
passive; the meaning is, "he hath ceased to do evil," not "he hath 
been delivered from the power or guilt of sin." 'Ap,apT{a in I Peter 
always means "a sinful act." He that in meekness and fear bath 
endured persecution rather than join in the wicked ways of the 
heathen, can be trusted to do right; temptation has manifestly 
no power over him. St. Peter does not say that our guilt is taken 
away by our sufferings, or that Christ did not suffer for us all, or 
that our sufferings can do us any good, except in so far as they are 
borne for the love of Christ. These points do not here arise. The 
passage is not to be compared with Rom. vi. 7, o yap a1ro0a11wv 
oeOiKa{wrni a1ro T~<; &µ.apTLa,. 

2. ELS To fJ,TJKtn ••• xpovov. "So that he lives the rest of his 
time in the flesh no longer by the lusts of men, but by the will of 
God." El, T6 gives the result of 7r£7raurni aµ.apT{a,, cf. Rom. i. 20, 

iv. 18, and other passages. If we take el, T6 as "in order that" ( cf. 
iii. 7 above), we must couple it with v1r>..{va<T0e, and translate as 
R. V. "Arm yourselves with the same mind, that ye no longer should 
live." The article is used with the same easy correctness as in 
iii. 3. Biw<Tai (used in LXX., not elsewhere in N. T.) is a classical 
verb, but the first aorist (familiar in the proverb >..a.0e f3iJ,<Tas) is 
late; the Attic form is /3Lw11ai, see Co bet, Nouae Lectiones, p. 5 76. 
The datives <m0vplai,, 0e>..1µ.an express the rule by which the man 
shapes his life. From this verse it is evident that 1ra0e'i:v vapK{, as 
applied to the Christian, rather excludes than suggests the idea 
of death. The prospect of martyrdom .is clearly not immediately 
present to the writer's mind. 

3. dpKeTos y&.p . . • KCITELpy&.a8m. "For the time past may 
suffice to have wrought the wish of the Gentiles." After yap 
CK L P have ~µ.'i:v : ~, the Coptic, and Aethiopic, vµ.'i:v. For the 
construction of apKeT6-. cf. Anthol. Graeca, ix. 749, apKeTov ofv<t> 
aWeu0ai KpaOLrJv· P.TJ 7rVpl 7rvp ;1ray£. But a Greek would probably 
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have written ilpKero, b 1rape'A.rJ'A.v0?», xp6voc;, lv ie ••• Kan{pyaa0e: 
cf. Isocrates, Paneg. 7 5 D, iKavo<; yap o 1rapEA'YJA.v0?», (xp6vo,), lv ~ Tl 
rwv lleivwv ov yiyovev; Bov'A.w1,a is used, Rom. ix. 19, of the will of 
God; here, in contrast to that will, it means the wish of heathen 
neighbours who would gladly see the Christians living the same 
kind of life as themselves. To {3ov>..rJp,a rwv Wvwv is one of the 
phrases relied upon to show that the readers of the Epistle were 
themselves of Gentile birth, but this is not a necessary inference 
from the words. Lax Jews might, and very frequently did, adopt 
the evil ways of the heathen. Possibly St. Peter is thinking of 
passages such as 4 Kings xvii. 8, Kal. bropev0'YJ<TaV TOL<; OlKatwp,a<TL TWV 
i0vwv. St. Paul uses language which implies that the general 
morality of the Jews was little higher than that of the Gentiles, 
Rom. ii. 21-24, iii. 9-18; Eph. ii. 1-3; and ready to hand lie the 
instances of the Herods, Bernice, Drusilla, and the sons of Sceva, 
a chief priest (Acts xix. 14). There is a possibility again that ~p,t.'v_ 
really belongs to the text ; and if it does, the writer is certainly not 
addressing Gentile Christians only. 

"ll'en-opeup.lvous iv is a Hebraism. The tense of the participle is 
adapted to that of Kanipya.<r0ai, cf. 0avarw0d,, (,wo1rot'Y/0e{, in iii. 18. 
'Aai>..yeia in classical Greek means brutality, but is used by later 
writers specially of lasciviousness. The plural means either kinds 
or acts of lasciviousness. Olvocf,'A.vy{a is found in the LXX. Deut. 
xxi. 20, but not elsewhere in the New Testament. Kwp,ot (Rom. 
xiii. 13 ; Gal. v. 2 1) were revels, carousals, merry-makings, some­
times private, sometimes public and religious. Plato regarded them 
with disapproval, as tending to foster the tyrannical licentious 
character, Rep. 5 7 3 D, To p,era TaVTa Eopral. y{yvovrat 1rap' avTOl<; 
Kal. Kwp,ot Kal. 0a.>..nat Kai frat.'pai Kai ra roiavra 1ra.na, <iw ll.v ''Epw<; 
rvpavvo<; €1100V olKwV OlaKv/3£pv,j. ra T11• if,vx~- (havra : Theaet. I 7 3 D, 
lle'ir.va Kal. <rDv aVArJrp[<ri KW/Wt, At such revels the talk seems to 
have turned largely upon "Love," which is the theme of conversa­
tion in the Symposium. By philosophers and poets such a subject 
might be handled as it is by Socrates and his friends; in other 
cases "Love" would signify 1ravOrJp,o, 'Acf,pollfrrJ. Even the excel­
lent Plutarch thought that it was absurd to be squeamish over wine, 
and that it was not only excusable, but a religious duty, to let 
tongues go; the gods required this compliment to their mythological 
characters. Quaest. Conuiu. vii. 7, El yap a>..'A.ore p,a.>..iara /l~ 1rov 
1rapa 1r6rov 1rpoa1raiarlov larl. rovrot<; Kal. llorfov £1, ravra rep ®E<p 
r~v if,vx~v. Among the Romans comissari, comissator, comissatio 
are words which imply debauchery, and carry with them a strong 
moral disapproval (see references in Facciolati). Except in so far 
as they were corrupted by Greek ideas, and this in Imperial times 
is a large exception, the Romans did not regard lust and drunken­
ness as acts of religious observance. 
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aee/l.CTOL<; etSw>..o>..aTpdcuc;. "Unlawful jdolatries." In Acts x. 
28, the only other place where &0lp,i-ros occurs in the New Testament, 
it is used by St. Peter of that which is forbidden by the law of 
Moses; and this is probably the meaning here. In classical Greek 
it means "forbidden by 0lp,is," by the natural law of reason and 
conscience. This is the sense adopted by R.V., which translates 
"abominable idolatries." The question is of importance, because, 
if the meaning is "unlawful," St. Peter would seem to be addressing 
Jews, if "abominable," then Gentiles. Many Jews fell into idolatry, 
like Alexander, the nephew of Philo ; and many mo~e would be 
contaminated by conniving at it. See, for a striking example of 
this fact, the magical formula given by Deissmann, Bibelstudien, 
p. 26 sqq., Eng. trans. p. 274, which must have been composed by a 
Jew. Nor need St. Peter be taken to mean that all his readers had 
joined in idol worship. The phrase forms the chief argument of 
those who maintain that the Epistle was directed to Gentile readers. 
But, upon the whole, the most natural supposition is that among the 
Asiatic Christians were both Gentiles and Jews, and that St. Peter 
uses words that touch sometimes one, sometimes the other, some­
times all alike. 

4. lv i ~ev[tovTaL . . . (3>..ao-cl>l'JflOuVTES, "Wherein they are 
amazed that ye run not with them into the same pool of reckless­
ness, blaspheming." 'Ev ~. "in which thing," "in which manner 
of life " ( EV 6.r;e/vydats KTA. ), should be taken with r;vv-rpexov-rwv. 
The reason of the amazement is given by the genitive absolute, and 
t£v[C£r;0ai ev -rivl is hardly a possible construction. Just below, 
iv. 12, the verb is followed by the simple dative. 'SEvtCEiv, which 
properly means "to entertain a guest," is used in later Greek in the 
sense of "to astonish"; cf. Acts xvii. 20. This "amazement" was 
a fruitful source of persecution. The Christians were compelled to 
stand aloof from all the social pleasures of the world, and the 
Gentiles bitterly resented their puritanism, regarding them as the 
enemies of all joy, and therefore of the human race. An instructive 
passage will be found in Minucius Felix, xii. 

IuVTplxew expresses the blind haste of the wicked man who rushes 
headlong on his pleasure; cf. Rom. iii. 15, "their feet are swift to 
shed blood." 'Ar;w-r[a (Eph. v. 18; Tit. i. 6) in Aristotle (Eth. Ntc. 
iv. r. 3) is opposed to cfmow, and signifies the utter recklessness in 
expenditure of the 6.Ko.\ar;Tos, who has lost all self-control. A good 
instance is to be found in the Prodigal Son. 'Avaxvr;is (not found 
elsewhere in the Greek Bible) means "a pouring out, " "effusion" ; 
hence any broadening of water, such as an estuary or a marsh, caused 
by the overflow of a river. In Virg. Aen. vi. 107, "tenebrosa palus 
Acheronte refuso," Heyne explains rejuso by &vaxv0lVToc;-. Kiihl 
refers to Aelian, de an. xvi. 15, and Script. graec. apud Luper. in 
Harpocr. Suidas, however, gives {3.\aKECa, lK.\vr;is as synonyms, as 
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if the word had taken a physical meaning, of the pouring out or 
loosening of fibre, hence of" dissoluteness." 

/3Aa<rcfrryµovvTEs, "blasphemers that they are," comes with great 
force at the end of the clause, so as to form a strong basis for the 
following words. BAa<r<pYJp,e'iv in classical Greek has a weaker and 
a stronger use, of calumniating man or God; the difference lies, not 
in the verb itself, but in the object. In Tit. iii. 2 it means merely 
"to calumniate," but it is always a stronger word than KaTaAa>-..e;;v 
or >..01/lopE;;v, and brings out the wickedness of calumny ( cf. Rom. 
iii. 8; 1 Car. iv. 13, x. 30; 1 Tim. i. 20 ). It is used of the Jews 
who reviled our Lord (Matt. xxvii. 39), and in many passages means 
what we call "blasphemy," contumely against God (Matt. ix. 3, 
xxvi. 65). In the present passage the run of the sense shows that 
it bears this stronger meaning. The charges made by the heathen 
were not only false, but turned the Christian faith into impiety, the 
Christian virtue into vice, and involved a different and blasphemous 
idea of God. 

5. ot tbro8w<1ou1n Myov. "But they shall give account to Him 
that is ready to judge quick and dead." For the sudden vehement 
use of oi, compare Rom. iii. 8, Jiv To Kp[µa lvll1K6v £<TTL, 'A1ro8186va1 
>..6yov, "to render an account to a master or judge," "to stand 
trial," generally with the implication that defence is not easy (Matt. 
xii. 36; Luke xvi. 2; Acts xix. 40; Heb. xiii. 17), is to be dis­
tinguished from Myov alTELV or 8106va1 (iii. 15 above). 'ETo{µws: 
the Judge is ready; cf. <TWTYJp{av fra{p.,YJV a1r0Ka>..vcf,0~vai, i. 5, and 
~yym just below. The Judge is not here named. Above, i. 17, 
He is the Father; but St. Peter connects the judgment with the 
Revelation of Jesus Christ, i. 13, and w.ith the appearance of the 
Chief Shepherd, v. 4. 

6. eis TOuTo yi'J.p K«l veKpoi:s e~11yye>..(o-811, "For this is the 
reason why the gospel was preached (not only to living, but) also 
to dead, that, after they had been judged like men in flesh, they 
should live like God in spirit." rap introduces an explanation of 
the words immediately preceding. He is ready to judge quick and 
dead; for soon the living will have heard, and the dead have already 
heard the gospel. "Paratus est Judex; nam euangelio praedicato 
nil nisi finis restat," Bengel. NEKpo;;s must be taken in the obvious 
sense of the word ; they were dead at the time when the announce­
ment was made. Further, it must have the same sense as in lwnas 
Kat VEKpovs, that is to say, it must include all the dead, not merely 
those who perished in the Flood. EvY]yyE>..£<r0YJ is impersonal; but, 
if St. Peter had meant that the agent was any other than Christ, 
he must have said so expressly. The difference of tense in Kpd)wai, 
lw<ri, makes the former verb antecedent in time to the latter, and 
the sense is the same as if St. Peter had written i'va Kpi0ivTEs lw<rt. 
Judgment in the flesh is death (cf. the passage from Enoch, quoted 



CHAP. IV. VER. 6 171 

on m. 19 above, where the Deluge is spoken of as a first judgment 
to be followed by a second, "when the name of the Son of Man 
will be revealed unto them"). Death is that penalty which all 
men alike must pay. Kara has the same force as in i. 15. Thus 
we get a complete antithesis, Kpd)wcn answering to tw<n, Kara 
av0pw1rov,; to Kara 0£6v, crapK{ to 1rV£VJJ,ari. Life like God in spirit 
is blessed life; the object of the preaching was the salvation of the 
dead; but St. Peter does not say, and probably does not mean, that 
the object was in all cases attained. The idea seems to be that 
God will not judge any man finally till the whole truth has been 
revealed to him. If this interpretation is right, the "preaching" 
is the same that was spoken of in iii. 19, but the audience here 
includes all those who had died before the Descent into Hell, 
whether saints or sinners; for, if those who ri1r£{07J<Tav before the 
Deluge heard the Word, those who were disobedient afterwards 
cannot have been shut out. 

The meaning of the passage has been much debated. Augustine, 
Cyril, Bede, Erasmus, Luther, and others took V£Kpo{ to mean 
"those who were dead in trespasses and sins," the spiritually dead, 
or more especially the Gentiles (Matt. viii. 22; Eph. ii. 1; Col. 
ii. 13); but it is impossible to suppose that St. Peter used the same 
word twice, almost in the same breath, in two different senses. 
Bengel explained V£Kpo{ of those first Christians who were dead in 
St. Peter's time, giving the word the sense of "those who are now 
dead." This explanation was suggested by his belief that it was im­
possible for Christ to have preached to the dead. "Quum corpus in 
morte exuitur, anima uel in malam uel in bonam partem plane figitur. 
Euangelium nulli post mortem praedicatur." But the same sense 
has been given to v£Kpo{ by a number of modern commentators. 
Von Soden thinks that ver. 6 is intended as a comfort, and that 
St. Peter is replying to a difficulty indirectly suggested by his words 
in the preceding sentence. God will soon judge both quick and 
dead. "Yes," the Christian reader might say, "the blasphemer will 
have his recompense. But how will this avail our friends who have 
died in the midst of suffering?" Even for them, the apostle answers, 
the thought of the judgment is full of consolation; for this is the 
very reason why the gospel was preached to our departed brethren, 
that after death they might have eternal life. This explanation 
makes our passage nearly parallel in sense to I Thess. iv. 13-18, 
but a glance at St. Paul's words in that place will show how differ­
ently St. Peter must have expressed himself, if this had been his 
meaning. Further, on this hypothesis he would surely have written 
roZs r£0V7JK6<Ti or roZ, K£KOLJL'YJJJ,Evois, not V£KpoZ,. Hofmann gives 
VEKpo'is the same signification, but regards the verse as a word of 
menace, making yap refer to (3XaCT<p'YJJLOVVr£s oi a1ro3wCTOV(Tl Myov. 
In this case the sense will be, " Let not the blasphemer think that, 
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if he escapes punishment in this life, he has escaped altogether. 
For this is why the gospel was preached to those who are now dead 
in order that (if they listened) they might have eternal life (but if 
they refused to listen, might heap up to themselves further con­
demnation)." But here we have to make a large and arbitrary 
parenthesis to get the sense which Hofmann desires, and the 
objections to this meaning of veKpo'i, remain. 

In very early times the evriyyeAw·0YJ of iv. 6 was distinguished 
from the iK~pvtev of iii. 19 and ascribed not to Christ, but to the 
apostles; see Hermas, Sim. ix. 16. 5-7; Clem. Alex. Strom. vi. 6. 
45, 46. This view was only rendered possible by the impersonality 
of EvYJyyeAla-0YJ, and is quite fanciful. Further, Hermas, Clement, 
Irenaeus (iv. 22. 1, 2), and Ignatius (Magn. ix. 3) restrict the 
preaching to the just, guided probably by the mention of the 
"saints" in Matt. xxvii. 52. But, as noticed above, the use of 
&:1m0~a-aa-iv in iii. 20 seems clearly to imply that in St. Peter's 
belief the offer was made to all, though some might reject the 
light in Hades, as many do reject it in this world. 

7. ,ranwv 8~ TO TEAos ~YYLKev. "But the end of all things has 
drawn near." The "but" introduces a new train of thought 
suggested by the mention of the judgment. It has drawn near, 
and there is increased need for watchfulness and prayer. The day 
is near (fro{p,YJV, i. 5; oAtyov apn, i. 6; T'{' fro{µw, lxovn, iv. 5; cf. 
Jas. v. 8; Phil. iv. 5; Apoc. xxii. 12). It is nearer than it was 
(Rom. xiii. 11 ), but it is not imminent ( ovK ivl<rTYJKEV, 2 Thess. ii. 2); 
it will not come without warning; men are not to neglect their 
duties, or fall into panic terror. There is a close similarity here 
between St. Peter, Mark xiv. 38 (ypYJyope'ire KaL 1rpoa-evxea-0£), and 
Luke xxi. 36 (&.ypv1rv£'ir£ 8£ iv 1ravri KaLP'f 8£6p,£voi). For v~fau cf. 
i. 13, v. 8; 1 Thess. v. 6; Luke xxi. 34. It may be noticed that 
St. Peter says nothing about the signs of the end. Even in 2 Peter, 
where the Parousia is so immediately in question, this subject is not 
touched except in so far as the Mockers (2 Pet. iii. 3) belong to the 
Last Days. Neither the apostle nor his readers can have felt any 
interest in these speculations. They were rife at Thessalonica. 
From the second century onwards, there were repeated attempts to 
fix a date for the end of the world; see Alexandre, Oracula Sibyllina, 
ii. p. 485 sqq. 

8. niv ds fouTous &ya1r11v .1KTEVlJ exon£s. "Cherishing love 
which is fervent towards one another." 'EKrev~ is marked as predi­
cate by the position of the article. "Amor iam praesupponitur, ut 
sit uehemens praecipitur," Bengel; cf. i. 22, &.A,\~,\ov, &.ya1r~a-au 
iKrevw,. Both there and here Kiihl would give iKuv~, the sense of 
"persistent." The easy rapid connexion of the following sentences 
with the imperative by participle and adjective lxovu,, cf,iMt£voi, 
SiaKovovvu, is found also ii. 18-iii. 8 above. 'Ay&.1rYJ £ls fovrov, (to 
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yourselves = to one another; for this use of the reflexive, which is 
not unclassical, see Blass, p. 169) is the cpiA.a3£A.cp{a of i. 22. 

&yd'ln) KaAU1TT£L ,r}l~8os cl.p.apnwv. "Charity covers," or "atones 
for a multitude of sins." In Prov. x. 12 the LXX. has p,'i:uo, ly£lpH 
V£tKo,, 7rdvTa, 3€ Toil, p,~ cpiA.ovnKovvTa, KaAV7rTH cpiA.{a. The sense 
of the Hebrew is, "Hatred stirreth up strifes, but love covereth all 
transgressions." St. Peter's version is nearer to the Hebrew than 
that of the LXX. The meaning of the Hebrew is that, while hatred 
stirs up strife by dragging the faults of others to light, charity covers 
them up and hides them. This, however, can hardly be the sense 
here, and certainly cannot be in Jas. v. 20, o friuTpltf!a.s ap,apTwAov 
£K 71"Ad,V'Y}'> o3ov avTOV <J"6J<J"€l tf!vx~v £K 0avdTov, Kal KaA.Vtpfl 7rA.~0o, 
ap.apnwv. In this latter passage "cover " must signify "cover from 
the sight of God," "make atonement for,"-a sense suggested by 
P . ( .. ) ' .. •,1.'() ' , '· ' .. , .. \' s. XXXl. xxxn. I' p.aKapwi WV a-,,£ Yj<J"av al avop.ial Kal WV £71"£KUI\V• 
cp0YJuav ai aµ.apT{ai, and other passages where the verb Kipper is used 
(see Cheyne, Isaiah, ii. p. 210, n.); and this appears to be the meaning 
of St. Peter also. The love of Christ covers sins (Luke vii. 4 7) ; 
and love of the brethren, flowing as it does from the love of Christ, 
may be regarded as a kind of secondary atonement. Brother 
becomes a Christ to brother, and, in so far as he renews the great 
Sacrifice, becomes a partaker in its effects and a channel through 
which the effects are made operative for others. If there is any 
connexion here between St. James and St. Peter, it is clear that the 
former is the borrower, for the cmmexion of his phrase with the 
verse of Proverbs can only be made clear by taking the phrase of 
the latter as a help. If St. Peter had not first written ayd7rYJ KaAil71"TH 
71"A~0o, aµ.apnwv, St. James never could have said that he who con­
verteth a sinner KaA.Vtpfl 71"A.~0o, ap.apnwv. 

9. cl>LAO~£voL, By hospitality is not meant the giving of feasts, 
but the reception, entertainment, and relief of travellers. Inns 
were rare and little used, though we read of them in two passages 
of St. Luke's Gospel, ii. 7, x. 34. The entertainment of strangers 
was specially enjoined by our Lord (Matt. xxv. 35). It was to be 
practised without asking questions, for thus angels might be enter­
tained unawares (Heb. xiii. 2); but became a stringent obligation 
in the case of brethren, especially if they were travelling on the 
affairs of the Church (Acts x. 6, xxi. 16), and injunctions to hospi­
tality are frequent (Rom. xii. 13; 1 Tim. iii. 2, v. 10; Tit. i. 8 ; 
3 John 5). Indeed, without a liberal practice of this virtue, the 
missions of the Church would have been impossible. 

10. lKaaTos Ka8ws i!}la~e xaptap.a. "As each bath received a 
gift ministering it to one another." St. Peter does not speak of 
miraculous xaplup,aTa, of healings, or miracles, or prophecy, or 
discerning of spirits, or tongues, or interpretations ( 1 Cor. xii. 9, 10 ). 

Throughout the Epistle he lets fall no word to show that these 
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extraordinary gifts of the Spirit existed among the Diaspora, or that 
he himself attached any importance to them. Here, where the 
injunction to hospitality so closely precedes, it would seem that 
money, the means of hospitality, is regarded as a xapurµa. 

OLKovo,-..oL. St. Paul uses "steward " of himself ( r Cor. iv. I), 
and of the Bishop (Tit. i. 7 ). Here every Christian is a steward. 
There may be a reference to Matt. xxiv. 45, where, as here, the 
mention of the good steward follows immediately on that of the 
Second Coming. For 1rolKlAYJ, see note on i. 6. Xapl, is here 
the bounty of God, of which the xap{uµaTa are the component 
parts. 

11. e't TLS >..a>..e.:, i:is MyLa 0eoii. " If any man speak, speaking as 
the oracles of God." The article is omitted, as with ypacp~, ii. 6; 
but, if it be thought necessary to mark the omission, we may 
translate "as oracles of God speak," that is to say, "as Scripture 
speaks," with sincerity and gravity. The Christian's talk is to be 
modelled on the Bible. The verb AaAe'i:v might be used of speaking 
with tongues or of prophecy (r Cor. xiv. 2, 4), but not without a 
defining addition. Words reveal the character, and should always 
be "words of grace," whether addressed to the heathen ( the &.1r0Aoy{a 
of iii. 15) or to the brethren. We may compare Jas. iii.; Matt. 
xii. 37. Aoyla means Scripture. The word originally signifies 
"oracles," and was borrowed from Greek heathenism by Jews and 
Christians. Ta. Aoyla sometimes means specially the Ten Com­
mandments (Aristeas in Eus. Praep. Eu. viii. 9. 27; Acts vii. 38; 
Philo in Eus. H. E. ii. r8. 5; Basil, de S. S. xiii. 30). Philo, how­
ever, uses Aoyia or XPYJ<rµo{ of all the writings of Moses, the only 
portion of Scripture of which he expressly treats. OvK ayvow µ'tv 
oliv, ci>, 1ravTa d<rt XPYJ<rµol, o<ra lv Tat, i£pa'i:, (3{(3,\ol, ylypa.TrTai, 
XPYJ<r0lne, Bl' avrov-immediately after this he employs the word 
ftoyla, Vita Mosis, iii. 23 (ii. 163). In the De Praemiis et Poenis, 1 

(ii. 408), he says that there were three species of "the Aoyla given 
by the prophet Moses," the cosmogonical, the historical, and the 
legislative. When he speaks of "the ,\6yia given by the prophet 
Moses," he implies that there were other Aoym given by other 
prophets, and as he expressly applies the word "oracles " to the 
narrative portions of Scripture, it would seem that the ,\oyla in his 
view include the whole Hebrew Bible. Though he deals at large 
only with the Mosaic books, he quotes freely from the historical 
books, from Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea, Jonah, 
Zechariah. In Rom. iii. 2 ; Heb. v. 12, Ta Aoyla means the Hebrew 
Bible. As Christian writings gained currency and authority the 
same title was extended to them ; see Clem. Rom. xiii., xix., liii., 
!xii., and 2 Clem. xiii. When Polycarp speaks of Ta. ,\6yla Tov Kvptov 
as including the history of the Resurrection (Phil. vii.), he means 
the Gospels, and embraces under the term not only the words of 
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our Lord, but the narrative; and there can be little doubt that 
Myia KvpiaKa was used in the same sense by Papias (Eus. H. E. iii. 
39. 1, 16). Ephrem Syrus, according to Photius, divided the New 
Testament into KvptaKa A6yia and a?TO<TTOAL/(0, K'Y}pvyµarn, and it is 
probable that all the earlier writers restricted A6yia to the Gospels. 
Eusebius, however, uses To A6ywv of a historical passage in Acts 
(H. E. ii. ro. 1 ), and in his time the word denotes all Holy Scripture, 
Jewish or Christian. Socrates (H. E. iii. 20) calls the prophecy 
that not one stone of the temple should be left upon another To 
Tov lwTi;po, A6ywv, the "oracle," or "prediction" of Christ. This 
is an unusual but quite proper use of the word. The· meaning of 
Myia has been much disputed: the reader may consult Heinichen's 
note on Eus. H. E. iii. 19. 15; Lightfoot, Essays on Supernatural 
Religion, p. 172 sqq.; Salmon, .Introduction to the New Testament, 
p. 98 sqq.; Weiss, Lehrbuch der Ein!eitung, pp. 486 sqq., 492 sqq., 
and the Introductions generally. 

The R. V. translates our passage, " If any man speak, speaking 
as it were oracles of God," taking A6yia as accusative; and many 
commentators follow Bengel in this mode of explaining the words. 
There are, however, serious objections to this rendering. In the 
first place, we must give different senses to w, after oiaKovovvn, and 
after AaA£t: in the former case it will represent ut, in the latter 
quasi or tanquam. But, further, what tolerable sense can be 
gathered from the words "as it were oracles of God " ? Dean 
Alford, who follows the same construction as R. V., thinks that the 
admonition is addressed to the prophet, and that what St. Peter 
means is that the prophet "is to speak what he does speak as 
God's sayings (oracles), not as his own." But AaA£tv alone cannot 
signify AaA£tv lv ?Tv£vµan, and who would exhort a prophet to speak 
as if his utterances were not his own, when this is the very essence 
of all prophecy ? Or, if it be supposed that the teacher is meant, 
how could he be recommended to speak quasi-oracles? It is the 
very thing that a teacher ought to avoid. 

e'l TLS 8iaKove~. All Christians are "ministers," as was the Son 
of Man (Matt. xx. 28, xxiii. II). They are to render their services 
not by way of patronage, with any show or feeling of superiority, 
but "as of strength which God supplies," with humble acknow­
ledgment that all their power of doing good is given by God. ~, is 
in Attic attraction; other instances will be found in Bruder. 

iva lv ircicn 8o~at11rni o 0£os Sia. '111<1oil Xpt<TTou. On the apostolic 
doxologies (Gal. i. 5; Rom. xi. 36, xvi. 27; Phil. iv. 20; Eph. iii. 
21; 1 Tim. i. 17, vi. 16; 2 Tim. iv. 18; Heb. xiii. 21; 1 Pet. iv. 
rr, v. rr; 2 Pet. iii. 18; Jude 25; Apoc. i. 6, v. 13, vii. 12) see 
Westcott, Hebrews, p. 464; Bingham, xiv. 2. 1 ; Hooker, Eccl. Po!. 
v. 42. 7. Glory is given to God "through Christ" in three (Rom. 
xvi. 2 7 ; 1 Pet. iv. 1 r ; Jude 2 5 ; so also in Clem. Rom. lviii. ). In 
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later times this became an Arian watchword; see Basil, de S. S. i. 3 ; 
Socrates, i. 2 1 ; Theodoret, ii. 2 3. 

~fo-nv ~ 8d~u. The collocation of the words is rightly considered 
by Hofmann and von Soden to show that the doxology is addressed 
to Christ, as are those in 2 Tim. iv. 18; 2 Pet. iii. 18; Apoc. i. 6. 
It is hardly to be supposed that any serious writer would lay himself 
open to misunderstanding on so grave a point, when by merely 
throwing back the words oia 'I11uov Xpiu-rov he could have prevented 
all possibility of mistake. The same remark will apply to Heb. xiii. 
20, 21. The Christian doxologies, except that in 2 Pet. iii. 18 (for 
the Jewish form see i. 3), end with Amen. Our Lord used this 
word, in a manner peculiar to Himself, to affirm His own utterances, 
not those of another person ; and this usage was adopted by the 
Church. See Dalman, Worte Jesu, p. 185. Dr. Chase says that 
the addition of Amen marks the formula as liturgical, The Lord's 
Prayer in the Early Church, p. 170. 

12. JJ.~ ~evltea-8e • , • 6/S ~lvou OJJ.LV CTUJL/3«lvovroc;. " Be not 
amazed by the fiery trial in your midst, since it is sent to prove 
you, as though some amazing thing were happening to you." 
Ilvpwuis is used Apoc. xviii. 9, 18, of the conflagration which 
devours Babylon. Here, however, the allusion is to the fire by 
which gold is tested, and the word is probably taken from Prov. 
xxvii. 21, OoK{µ,wv &pyvp{ce K<tt xrvuoj 1rvpWCTlS: cf. Ps. xvi. (xvii.) 3, 
l1rvpwuas. See i. 7 above. What St. Peter desires to bring out is 
not so much the fierceness of the heat and the pain, as the refining 
power of fire. "Trial by fire " would perhaps be a better transla­
tion than "fiery trial." On fEv{(Eu0ai see iv. 4. The participle 
yivoµ,lvn without article is adverbial. 

13. xulpere. Even now the Christian may rejoice in the thought 
that he is a partaker in the sufferings of his Master; but &ya>..>..£auis, 
exultation, rapture, is reserved for the Revelation. Compare i. 6-9. 
"Partake in suffering" is a phrase which seems to imply that the 
Christian not only suffers like Christ, but that his sufferings produce 
in their degree the same result as Christ's. The same thought, as 
von Soden points out, is involved in the section iii. 17-iv. 6. 

14. et 8vei8£tea-8e lv 8v6JL«n Xpia-rov JJ.«Kapioi. " If ye are re-
proached in (in the matter of, for, or, possibly, by) the Name of 
Christ, blessed are ye." There is a striking resemblance here to 
Matt. v. II, 12, µ,aKaptol ECTTE o-rav oveio{uwut i!µ,as Kat Otwfwui, Kat 
ei1rWCTl 71"0.V 1rov17pov Ka0' i!µ,wv 'fEV06µ,evot O'EKEV lµov. Xa{pETE Kat 
&yaUiau0E. For µ,aKapwi see note on iii. 14. This is the only 
passage in the New Testament where 5voµ,a Xpiu-rov occurs. Else­
where we find ovoµ,a Kvplov, 'l17uov, 'I17uov Xpiu-rov, TOV Kvp{ov 'I17uov 
Xpiu-rov, TOV Kvp[ov 'l17uov, TOV Kvpfov 'YJJJ,WV 'I17uov XptCTTOV. St. Peter 
constantly uses "Christ" alone; but there is a special reason for 
his doing so here, where he is leading up to "Christian." Suffering 
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for the Name is a common phrase, cf. Matt. xix. 29; Acts v. 41, 
ix. r 6, xxi. r 3. The most serious and pressing form of suffering as 
yet is reproach, not imprisonment or death, cf. ii. r 2. 

OTL TO T~S 8o~tJS ••• &va,raueTm. "Because the Spirit of glory 
and of God resteth upon you." The phrase is from Is. xi. 2, Kai 
ava?ravemi l?r' avTov ?rvevµa Tov ®eov. The article is repeated with 
great emphasis, "the Spirit of glory, yes, the Spirit of God." He 
is the Spirit who enables us to glorify God through suffering. He 
rests upon the Christian as the Shechinah rested on the tabernacle, 
and brings a foretaste (cf. xapff. oeoota<Tµlvy, i. 8) of th~t glory which 
is fully given at the Revelation. The Spirit of glory is a spirit of 
power; through this power the conduct of the Christian puts his 
adversaries to shame (iii. r6), and his words are unanswerable. 
a6ta is here selected as the attribute of the Spirit, because of the 
preceding oveiU(e<T{h: the Spirit turns reproach into glory. St. 
Peter cannot mean " the temper of glory and of God"; see note on 
iii. 4. Here, as elsewhere, by Spirit he means spiritual being or ghost. 
How he would, if challenged on the point, have distinguished the 
Ghost (i. 2 ), the Ghost of Christ (i. II), the Ghost of God, is not 
easy to say, but we must allow the chain of later belief its due 
weight. 

15. c:is cf>oveus, ~ KM1ITl)s, ~ KllK01TOLOS, ~ c:is &>..>..oTpLOE'lrLUK01TOS. 
"As a murderer, or a thief, or an evil-doer, or as meddling with 
things forbidden." Ila<Txeiv is simply "to suffer"; the verb does 
not define the nature of the suffering, nor the manner, whether by 
legal process or otherwise, in which it is inflicted. <I>ovevc;, a 
murderer, in the ordinary sense of the word. We are not to dis­
cern here an allusion to the charges of child-slaying and canni­
balism brought against Christians at a later date. A Christian 
might quite well be guilty of murder. The times were wild, and 
conversions must often have been imperfect. According to 
Apollonius, one Alexander, a Montanist, was condemned for 
brigandage (Eus. H. E. v. r8. 9). Clement of Alexandria tells of 
a favourite disciple of St. John who became captain of a band of 
robbers; An<TTapxos ~v /3tat6TaTos, µiatcpovwTaTos, xaAE?!'WTaTO<;, 
Q. D. S. 42. There were men in the Apostolic Church who had 
been KAt1rTat, and were still in danger of falling back into evil ways, 
see r Cor. vi. ro; Eph. iv. 28. For KaK01roi6s_see note on ii. 12. 

aAA0Tpwe1r{<rK01ros is a word not found elsewhere, and probably 
coined by St. Peter. How easily it could be formed is shown by 
the passage quoted by Zahn from Epictetus, iii. 22. 97, ov yap Ta 
aAADTpta 11'0A.v1rpayp.ove'i (o KVVtK6,), OTllV Td. av0pwmva £71't<TK07rfj. The 
exact meaning is not certain, but, as the compound must signify 
"one who busies himself about TO. aAA6Tpia," we can classify and 
compare the different senses which are possible. 

1. aAAoTpios may mean "that which belongs to another," and 
I2 
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has been supposed to refer (a) to other people's money,-hence 
the Vulgate has alienorum appetitor; Calvin and Beza, alieni cupidus. 
But trr[a-Korros can hardly mean "one who covets,"-(b) to other 
people's affairs generally. Thus in Tertullian, Scorpiace, 1 2, the 
old Latin version has alieni speculator; A. V. "a busy body " ; R. V. 
"a meddler in other men's matters." In this way we get a tenable 
sense for l.1r{a-Ko1ro,, but meddlesomeness seems a trivial offence to 
be ranked in such a list as that given here. Yet 1r0Av1rpayµoa-vv'Y/ 
was regarded as a high social misdemeanour, and a Christian might 
give great offence by ill-timed protests against common social 
customs, such as the use of garlands, or of " meat offered to idols " 
at dinner parties. The word might even be so understood as to 
convey a reproof of all needless defiance of paganism, such -as that 
of the Christian who would strike with his stick the statue of a god 
in the open market-place; see Origen, contra Celsum, vii. 36, 62, 
viii. 35, 38, 39, 41; Minucius Felix, 8; Tert. de Idol. 11 ; ad 
uxorem, ii. 5; Prudentius, 7r£pt <TT£<p, iii. 130. The Church always 
discouraged these extravagances of zeal. 

2. &,,\MTpws may also mean that which is "foreign to a man's 
character," and from this point of view, again, two different explana­
tions are possible. (a) The Christian may here be warned against 
conduct which "does not befit him as a citizen." 'A>..AoTpwrrpayl'iv 
(see Liddell and Scott) was used like 7roAvrrpayµov£'iv in a political 
sense ( = nouas res moliri). It is just possible that St. Peter is here 
admonishing his readers against sedition, and repeating in another 
form the advice given above, ii. 13. 

Under this head will fall the explanation given by Professor 
Ramsay ( Church in the Roman Empire, pp. 293 note, 348 note), 
who thinks "that the word refers to the charge of tampering with 
family relationships, causing disunion and discord, rousing discon­
tent and disobedience, and so on." 

(b) But it seems best to understand aAA6Tpw, as referring to 
things "which do not befit a Christian." The word is constantly 
used in the LXX. for "outlandish," "unlawful," "heathen," thus 
we have ®wt aAA6Tptot frequently; 7rvp aAA.oTpwv, Lev. x. I ; Num. 
iii. 4; i3la-µaTa aAAoTpta, Sir. xl. 29; cf. Justin, Trypho, 30, d. £<TTLV 
&.Uchpia T~, 0£oa-£(3das Tov ®wv. There were many trades which 
the heathen themselves regarded as disgraceful, those of the lanista, 
the leno, the histrio, and so on. Almost all trades were intimately 
allied with heathenism ; every object might be adorned with images 
of gods (Tert. de .Idol. 3). A Christian might even be a mathe­
maticus (Tert. de Idol. 9): indeed there were innumerable ways in 
which he might be drawn into the gravest inconsistencies, and 
many so-called Christians lived half-heathen lives, as we learn 
from Hermas and Tertullian. Such conformity to heathen customs 
would bring upon the Christian the charge of hypocrisy or cowardice, 
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and this charge canies with it penalties which the pagans would 
take delight in making as severe as possible. 

It will be observed that the meanings given under ( 2) are not 
mutually exclusive and may possibly all be right. The repetition 
of w, before &).),0Tpw£1r{<TK01ro, seems to show that St. Peter is not 
adding another offence, but summing up all possible offences in a 
comprehensive etcetera. "Neither as murderer, nor thief, nor evil­
doer generally, nor, in a word, as a bad Christian." The movement 
of thought is from particular to general, from special crimes to all 
lawlessness and immorality, and from this again to all actions for-
bidden by the still wider rule of the faith. · 

16. el. 8i ~s Xptanavos, " But if he suffers as a Christian, let 
him not be ashamed." ~ has XP'YJ<TTLav6,, B XP£t<Tnav6,. Possibly 
we might translate "as a Christite," or "as a Chrestian," for it may 
be that St. Peter uses the word here as a nickname given to the 
"brethren" by Gentile scorn. If it had been in common use 
among the members of the Church, St. Paul could hardly have 
avoided some reference to the fact in I Cor. i. 13. The name 
Christian was first given to the brethren at Antioch (Acts xi. 26), 
probably at the time when St. Luke notices its emergence, during 
the year which St. Paul spent in that city (about A,D. 43). A 
Gentile Church had been formed there by Barnabas and Paul; this 
new development would excite attention, and the word was coined 
probably by the Gentile Antiochenes who were notorious for their 
factions, biting tongues, and ingem;ity in framing party epithets. 
The Jewish nickname for the disciples of Christ was Na(wpafot 
(Acts xxiv. 5). The word Christian is of Latin formation; it is 
made upon the analogy of many party names which appeared 
during the civil wars, Sullani, Mariani, Caesariani, Pompeiani, and 
so on. But this Roman fashion had been caught up by the 
Greeks ; thus in the Gospels we find 'Hpw8iavo{. St. Luke's words, 
"the disciples were first called Christians at Antioch," imply that 
the name rapidly became current, and it was used by Agrippa 
(Acts xxvi. 28). By A.D. 64 it was in the mouth of the populace in 
Rome (Tac. Ann. xv. 44; Suet. Nero, 16), and possibly it is to be 
found among some mutilated and obscure words scribbled on a 
wall in Pompeii before A.D. 79 (a facsimile of them will be found 
in Aube, Histoire de l'Eglise, i. p. 417). By the time of Ignatius 
it had been completely accepted by the Church (Eph. xi. 2; 
Rom. iii.; Polycarp, vii.). Either it had lost its original reproach, 
as has been the case with many other nicknames, such as Whig 
and Tory, or it was embraced for the very reason that it had not 
lost it. 

The true original form of the nickname is doubtful. Professor 
Blass, following the authority of the Sinaitic MS. (which gives the 
same spelling in both passages of Acts and here), thinks that it 
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was Chrestianus. Chrestus (Good) was a proper name familiar to 
Gentile ears (it is found thirteen times in the Corpus Inscnptionum 
Atticarum, and in Suetonius, Claudius, 25, we find "impulsore 
Chresto "), while Christus was an unknown word. Chrestianus was 
certainly in common use among the Gentiles (Justin, Apo!. i. 55; 
Tert. Apo!. 3), but Tertullian implies that this form was not 
universal. Lactantius (I. D. i. 4) ascribes it to ignorance, but this 
does not touch the point. It is very possible that Professor Blass is 
right; at the same time it should be observed that the difference of 
sound between Xpurnav6s, Xp71unav6s, and XpEL<rTtav6s ( the reading 
of B) would be imperceptible, and that the two latter spellings may 
be merely instances of Etacism. Theories have been built upon 
this interesting word affecting both the date of I Peter and the 
historical character of Acts. It has been found possible to main­
tain that the term "Christian" originated in Rome not before the 
time of Trajan. The reader will find the literature on the subject 
given in the article on Christian in Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible. 

p.~ ataxuvla9w. If St. Peter had been preparing his readers for 
martyrdom he must have used much stronger language; cf. Heb. 
x. 38, 39, xi. 35-37, xii. 4. The sufferings which a Christian 
may have to undergo do not, as a rule, extend beyond reproach 
and insult (ovEi8{(E<r0ai), or cause any worse trial than false shame 
and moral cowardice, which, though grave sins, do not need to be 
dwelt upon. 

So~atfrw 8~ Tov 0eov iv T«;i &v6p.rm To1hc:i- "But let him glorify 
God in this na.me (the name of Christian)." KL P, other later MSS., 
and Theophylact have lv T'f' µ,ipEL TOVT<:> (cf. 2 Car. iii. 10, ix. 3). 
Hence A.V. and some commentators translate "on this behalf." 
But the true reading is no doubt ov6µ,an, and ovoµ,a can only be 
rendered "name." In Mark ix. 41 the R.V. translates lv ov6µ,an 
6n Xpi<rTov E<TTE, "because ye are Christ's," but the A.V. correctly 
has "in my name because ye belong to Christ." There is no other 
passage in the New Testament.where ovoµ,a can mean "reason" or 
"account," nor does the word appear to possess this sense in 
Greek. In Latin hoe nomine (a phrase derived from the names or 
headings in a ledger) sometimes means" on this account"; but we 
must not confuse the idioms of the two languages without authority. 

8o[a(frw is in strong antithesis to a1<Txvvlu0w as 86ta to Ov£i8os 
just above. It is for this purpose t_hat the Spirit of glory rests upon 
the Christian. For the union of glory and suffering cf. i. 11. 

17. iln b Kmp6~. "For it is the time appointed for the judg­
ment to begin with the household of God." It is best to supply 
simply E<TT{: after the neuter verb the article may be used with a 
definite predicate, cf. Matt. xxvi. 63, El <rv el o XpiuT6,, o vi6s Tov 
@wv, and Mark xiii. 33, OVK oi8aTE yap 7TOT£ o KaLpOs E<TTLV. Kp{µ,a 
is used here in the sense of Kp[uis, cf. Acts xxiv. 25; Heb. vi. 2; 
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Apoc. xx. 4. Verbals in -,;_a and -ui, not infrequently interchange 
meanings, for instance otf!u; and 6pap,a. The oiKo, ®eov is not quite 
the same as the olKo<; 7rvwp,aTiK6, of ii. 5. What St. Peter means 
here is the household or family, Christians considered not as living 
stones, but as stewards, ministers, servants. But why does he say 
that judgment begins with or from the household of God? 
Perhaps he is thinking of the parable of the Pounds (Luke xix. ), 
where, after the good and bad servants have been dealt with, 
sentence is pronounced upon "the enemies." There is no 
apparent reference to a First and Second Resurrection ( 1 Thess. 
iv. 1 7 ; I Cor. xv. 2 3 ; Apoc. xx. 4, 5 ). Alford finds a reference 
to Jer. xxv. 15 sqq.; Zeph. i. ii., and other passages where the 
prophet sees the day of the Lord coming first to Jerusalem, and 
then passing on in a widening circle to the whole earth. But none 
of these passages expresses distinctly the idea that the chosen people 
will be judged first and the heathen afterwards. The meaning 
appears to be that the sufferings of the Christians are the actual 
beginning of the final judgment; so Bengel says, "Unum idemque 
est iudicium a tempore euangelii per apostolos praedicati usque ad 
iudicium extremum." Thus the 6n with which the verse begins 
seems to introduce a second reason for steadfastness. The first lies 
in Sotatfrw : the second is that this 1rVpwui, is the immediate pre­
liminary to salvation or deliverance. Hence they may commit 
their souls to God in unshaken confidence. Thus the words of 
menace are parenthetical and s~condary. Kiihl thinks that the 
a7rEi0ovvn,, here and in ii. 8, are the Jews whom the apostle judges 
more severely than the heathen, supposing that ii. II, 12, iii. 
14-16 refer especially to the latter. But we have a similar flash 
of denunciation in o1 a7roSwuowi A6yov, iv. 5, which certainly is 
pointed at the heathen. 

18. d o 8CKcuoc;. See iii. 12, 14, To St. Peter as to Clement 
of Alexandria, Strom. vi. 6. 47, UKaw, SiKa{ov Ka0o SlKai6, lunv oli 
SiacplpEr.. Christian righteousness "exceeds" that of Jews (Matt. 
v. 20 ), but is essentially of the same character. The righteous is 
"hardly saved" because he "comes out of much tribulation," Apoc. 
vii. 14. If they have been safely led through this ordeal the final 
judgment brings not dread but ayaU{auis (iv. 13). The words are 
from the LXX. version of Prov. xi. 31. The Hebrew original is, 
" Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth : how 
much more the wicked and the sinner." 

19. wun: Ka.L The words pick up the thread ot consolation, 
which has been tangled for a moment by the sudden thought of the 
sinners and their doom. There is some question whether the Ka{ 
should be taken with o[ 7rduxovn, or with 7rapan0lu0wuav, but the 
latter course seems the better. Translate, "Wherefore also let them 
that suffer commit." The imperative introduces a new injunction. 
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Let them not only glorify, but also trust God. For KaTci TO 0D,rip.a 
Tov®wv, cf. iii. 17. IltcTT<(I KTlcrry, "to a faithful Creator," may be a 
reminiscence of the prayer of Jonathan in 2 Mace. i. 24, which 
begins, Kvpt£, Kvpt£ o ®€0,, o 7l"UYTWV KTl<rTYJ,, The epithet 7l"t<J"TO', is 
selected, because of the trust implied in ,rapan0l<r0w<rav, the title 
Creator, because it involves power which is able, and love which is 
willing to guard His creatures. That St. Peter, speaking to 
Christians, should have here given this name to God, instead of 
Father or Saviour, shows in a striking way how deeply the Old 
Testament affected his thoughts. The word KT{<rTYJ, does not occur 
elsewhere in the New Testament, but is used of God, not only by 
Philo, de Somn. i. 16 (i. 634), but by Clement of Rome, xix. 2; 
Aristides, Apology, xv., xvii. ; and Clement of Alexandria, Dindorf, 
vol. iii. p. 507. The love of God displayed in creation is used by 
St. Paul as an argument in addresses to heathen, Acts xiv. 15, 
xvii. 25 ; cf. also Rom. i. 20; but the nearest parallel to St. Peter's 
phrase will be found in the Sermon on the Mount, Matt. vi. 26 sqq. 

'lfapan8iu8waav. "Let them commit their souls," or rather 
"deposit them in safe keeping." Cf. Ps. xxx. (xxxi.) 5, £1, X£tpa, <rov 
,rapa0~<roµ,ai TO ,rvevµ,a µ,ov : Luke xxiii. 46. IlapaTl0£<r0ai is used in 
the classics of giving one's money into the safe keeping of a friend. 
In days when there were no banks this was constantly done by 
people going on a long journey, and such a deposit ( ,rapa0~KYJ, 
,rapaKara0~KYJ) was regarded as entailing a peculiarly sacred obliga­
tion, which none could violate or think of violating without the 
deepest guilt. See the story of Glaucus, son of Epicydes, Herod. 
vi. 86. The use of the verb is illustrated by Acts xiv. 23, ,rapl0£vTo 
a~rovs T<j> Kvplcp Eis Sv 7l"E7l"l<J"TE1JKEl<J"UV: xx. 32, ,rapaTl0eµ,ai vµ,os T<jl 

®e4': 1 Tim. i. I 8, TaVTYJV TTJV ,rapayy£)dav ,rapaT{0£µ,a{ <rot : 2 Tim. 
ii. 2, Tavra ,rapa0ov 7rt<J"TOtS av0pw1rois: in the last passage the de­
positaries are to be m<rro{, "trusty," and probably in the first els 
Sv 7r£7l"l<rTt11Kn<rav is "on whom they had trusted." The noun 
,rapa0~KYJ is found I Tim. vi. 20; 2 Tim. i. 12, 14; in all these 
places ,rapaKara0~KYJ occurs as a variant. 

ev dya8o'!fod'f, Well-doing, diligent obedience in the midst of 
suffering is the sign of trust. St. Peter does not seem to be 
thinking of Quietism, but his words form a barrier against that form 
of error. 

V. 1. 'lrpea/3uTc!.pous oov lv ~p.iv 'lf«paKaAw. "The presbyters 
therefore among you I exhort." The reading here given is that of 
A B, which is followed by the great textual critics; K L P and 
other authorities omit otv: ~ has ,rp£<r/3vTlpov, otv rovs EV vµtv : 
KL P, the bulk of the later MSS., the Vulgate, Coptic, and Syriac, 
and some Fathers have ,rp£<r/3vTlpovs rovs Ev vµ,tv. It seems highly 
doubtful whether we should read otv, or rovs, or otv rovs. Otv 
introduces some special applications of the general exhortation just 
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given. The omission of the article appears to have no significance. 
If it is to be insisted upon, the translation will be " I exhort 
presbyters," "such as are presbyters." It has been so pressed as to 
give the meaning "presbyters, if there are any"; and so to imply a 
doubt in St. Peter's mind whether these officials existed in all the 
Churches addressed; but this, as von Soden points out, is im­
possible in view of iii. 1, where yvvatK£, cannot mean "wives, if 
there are any." It seems evident from the words which follow that 
these personages possessed considerable authority, and were in the 
proper sense of the word officials. Age is still a general qualifica­
tion for the office; the original sense of elder is not quite extinct, 
But 7rpw/3vT£pos is distinctly used not only as an official designation, 
but as a personal title (here and in 2 and 3 John), and it is better to 
mark this fact by translating it presbyter or priest, just as it is 
better to render e7r{uK07ros by bishop in Philippians or the Pastoral 
Epistles, but by overseer in Acts and I Peter. 

We read of presbyters at Jerusalem, Acts xi. 30; they were 
ordained KaT' EKKA17ulav by Paul and Barnabas on the First Mission 
Journey, Acts xiv. 23; and they existed at Ephesus, Acts xx. 17, 
Presbyters receive the money brought from Antioch to Jerusalem 
by Barnabas and Saul, Acts xi. 30; apostles, presbyters, and 
brethren form the Council of Jerusalem, Acts xv. 23; the 
presbyters form so important a part of the Council that the Decree 
was attributed to apostles and presbyters alone, Acts xvi. 4. 
Presbyters of Ephesus were summ9ned to Miletus by St. Paul as 
representatives of their Church, Acts xx. 17 ; they knew the 
apostle's doctrine, ibid. 21 ; were his natural defenders, ibid. 26, 
34 ; had been made " overseers " over the flock by the Holy Ghost 
to "shepherd" the Church, ibid. 28; with a special view to keeping 
out erroneous doctrines; the "shepherd" is to resist the "wolf," 
ibid. 29. 

In these passages the presbyter appears as treasurer, member of 
the Church parliament, ambassador, shepherd; as teacher, as exer­
cising some kind of authority in faith and discipline, as deriving 
his power from the Holy Ghost, as ordained (x£poTov£tv) by the 
apostles; and we gather also that . there were as a rule many 
presbyters in each Church. 

On the other hand, in the Gentile Church of Antioch, about the 
year 45 A.D., prophets and teachers (it has been supposed on the 
insufficient ground of the repeated T£ that Barnabas, Symeon, and 
Lucius belong to the former class, Manaen and Saul to the latter) 
minister (.\.££Tovpyovcn) to the Lord, and receive a special mandate 
from the Holy Ghost to set apart ( a<J,op,Cnv) Barnabas and Saul for 
mission work, Acts xiii. 1-3. But neither this passage (see Intro­
duction, p. 44) nor Acts xv. 32 forms an exception to the statement 
that in Acts the prophet is one who sees visions, utters predictions, 
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or delivers to the Church special revealed and occasional mandates, 
and whose province is entirely distinct from that of the presbyter. 

In James, 1 Peter, the J ohannine Epistles, and the Apocalypse 
the presbyter appears to hold the same position as in Acts. In 
James he is called in by the sick that he may pray over them and 
anoint them, v. 14; in the Apocalypse four and twenty presbyters 
sit round the throne, as in later times we find them sitting in a 
semicircle round the altar. In the Pauline Epistles the presbyter 
is not mentioned except in I Timothy and Titus, when he is 
identified with the bishop, and teaching is one of his functions, 
1 Tim. iii. 2 ; Tit. i. 9. The bishop appears also with the deacon 
in the address of Philippians, but the presbyter is not mentioned in 
that Epistle. 

Ilpw·/3vr£pos is a familiar official designation among the Jews, 
and denotes a member of the local f3ovA.~ or uvv.fBpwv which ad­
ministered the local affairs of towns or villages, and acted in 
particular as a judicial body (Deut. xix. 12 ; J udg. viii. 14 ; Matt. 
x. 17 ). Such local courts existed throughout the country of the 
Jews, and consisted usually of at least seven elders with two 
Levites to act as officers. Some of the seven were priests (Schurer, 
Jewish People in Time of Jesus Christ, Eng. trans. ii. 1, p. 150 sqq.). 
Smaller uvv.fBpia were subordinate to larger, and after the Greek 
period (it is doubtful to what extent before) all were subject to the 
great Sanhedrin of Jerusalem, which consisted of seventy-one 
members, elected by co-optation, and admitted to office by the 
laying on of hands. The designation elder belonged in a general 
way to every member (1 Mace. vii. 33) as one of the yEpova-Ca 
(2 Mace. i. 10), but a distinction is made between &pxiEpE'i,, 
ypap,p,aTE'is, and 1rpEu/3vTEpoi (Gospels and Acts passim). Those who 
were neither members of the high priest's family nor professional 
lawyers were simply elders, under which name both priests and 
laymen might be included (Schurer, ii. 1. 165 sqq.). 

The Elders of the local Sanhedrin were also elders of the 
synagogue (Schurer, ii. 2. 58). As such they had exclusive direction 
of all religious matters, and possessed the power of excommunica­
tion. But they did not in their official capacity take any part in 
public worship. In the synagogue no special officer was appointed 
to preach, pray, or read the Scriptures. The lessons were fixed, and 
the prayers were written, but any member of the congregation might 
officiate with the permission of the tlpxiuvvaywyos, who as a rule 
was an elder. 

Schurer notices (ii. 2. 249) that in inscriptions belonging to the 
Diaspora, though we find yEpovuiapxTJ, and 11.pxwv used as personal 
titles, 1rpEu/3vT£pos is never so employed. For pagan usage, see 
Deissmann, s.v. 

The designation elder or presbyter, which, unless Acts is a 
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romance, is certainly many years older than bishop, is generally 
supposed with sufficient reason to have passed over from the 
synagogue to the Church. It does not follow that the offices were 
identical in the Church and in the synagogue. Indeed the passages 
cited above show that the Christian presbyter was not only an 
administrative, but also a spiritual officer. The circumstances of 
the Church would make this change inevitable. The new congrega­
tions would' require to be instructed not only in the gospel, but in 
the whole Bible, and this duty would need to be assigned to 71"unol 
av0pw7roi. Further, instruction was the preliminary to baptism, 
that is to say, to admission into the community; here' there was a 
most important difference between synagogue and church, and 
none but a highly trusted person could be allowed to confer the 
Christian franchise. We are not directly informed whether the 
presbyter actually officiated in public worship. Since the publica­
tion of the Doctrine of the Twelve Apostles in 1883, there has been 
a tendency to suppose that this was the function of the prophet. 
But, on the other hand, it may be urged (a) that this cannot be 
gathered from the New Testament itself; (b) that the term prophet 
is limited to one "who has a revelation" ( 1 Cor. xiv. 30); (c) that 
the condition of the Church of Corinth was quite abnormal; (cl) that 
prophetesses, who were common, could not have led the service 
even in a Pauline church; (e) that even in the Doctrine the function 
of the prophet is confined to prophecy and to extemporary inspired 
outbursts of thanksgiving at the Eucharist ; (/) that the Doctrine 
is probably not older than the fourth century, and that its character 
is exceedingly doubtful; (g) that in the majority of churches it is 
dubious whether there were any prophets at all. In the Apocalypse 
(v. 8, 9) the presbyters offer to the Lamb the prayers of saints and 
sing the new song. This passage is strongly in favour of the tradi­
tional view, and I Peter may be held to make in the same direction. 
Nevertheless it must be admitted that the Pauline Epistles (exclud­
ing the Pastorals) are extraordinarily silent about the presbyter. 
Not only is the name not used, but there is hardly a trace of the 
existence of the authority under this or any other title; and from 
this fact and from the use of bishop in Philippians it might be 
inferred that the Churches of Macedonia and Achaia had, at any 
rate at first, an organisation unlike that of other communities. 
From the Pastoral Epistles, Clement of Rome, and Polycarp, 
bishop and presbyter appear to have been used for a time as 
alternative names for the same personage. We might suppose 
that, towards the end of his ministry, St. Paul brought his special 
adherents into line with the rest of the Church, and that the fusion 
of the two titles was a consequence of this reunion. It is worth 
notice that the peculiar Isaianic nomenclature of the Epistle to the 
l'hilippians had a long life. There were, in the time of Constantine, 
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Novatians and Montanists who had bishops and deacons, but 
apparently no presbyters (Sozomen, vii. 19). The same usage was 
to be found in Arabia and Cyprus, and existed also in the Churches 
for which the Doctrine was compiled. It would be vain, in the 
absence of definite information, to ask whether these communities 
were survivors of a distinct Pauline Church, whether they had 
attempted at a later date to revive the Pauline organisation, or 
whether, owing to the smallness of their settlements and from reasons 
of convenience, they had simply allowed the presbyterate to drop. 

There has been much discussion on these topics, and many 
different opinions are held. The reader may consult Lightfoot's 
Excursus in his edition of Philippians; Hatch, Bampton Lectures; 
Gore, Christian Ministry; the editions of the Didache, especially 
that of Harnack; the articles of Dr. Sanday, Dr. Harnack, and 
others in vols. v. and vi. of the third series of the Expositor ; Pro­
fessor Gwatkin's articles on Bishop and Church Government in 
Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible; Hort, Christian Ecclesia. 

o c,u1i:rrpec,~uTepos. Not a fellow-presbyter, but the fellow-
presbyter whom you know so well. For the word <TVµ1rpm-{3vrepo;; 
(not found elsewhere in the New Testament) see Eu3. H. E. v. 
16. 5, vii. 5. 6, 1 r. 3. 20; Chrys. Hom. i. in Ep. Phil. r (xi. 194 B), 
60Ev Kal vvv 1roA,\ol " a-vµ1rpar/3vrlpcp " l1r{a-Ko1roi ypar:pova-i Kal 
" a-vv8iaK6vcp." The first title which St. Peter gives himself involves 
a claim to their affection; the second, to their reverence. 

/JoO.pTUs. The term is best taken here of "an eye-witness," as 
in Acts i. 8, 22, ii. 32, iii. r5, v. 32, x. 39, 41. In this sense µaprv;; 
is practically equivalent to a1r6a-r0Ao;;. St. Paul claims the title for 
himself as given by revelation, Acts xxii. 15, £<T'{l µ6.prv;; a{miJ 1rp6;; 
1ra11m;; av0pwrrov;; Jv lwpaKa;; Kal ~Kovua;;. His vision had made 
him an eye-witness. When he says in r Cor. xv. 15, lµaprvp1a-aµEv 
Kara TOV ®wv 6n ~ynpfv T6V Xpia-rov, he does not mean merely 
that he had preached the Resurrection, but that he had testified to 
it as a fact of which he was assured by the evidence of his own 
senses. Kuhl and others understand "witness" here to mean no 
more than "preacher," on the ground that, as St. Peter by the use 
of the word a-vµ1rpEa-/3vrEpo, has just put himself on a level with the 
other presbyters, he cannot intend in his next words to exalt him­
self above them, but there is no force in this objection; the climax 
is quite natural, and the author calls himself a1r6a-ro,\o;; in the 
address. Further, if he meant only "fellow-preacher," the word 
a-vµµaprv, lay ready to his hand. If Kuhl is right, the three epithets 
are all brotherly : "fellow-presbyter, fellow-preacher, fellow-heir of 
glory." Professor Harnack ( Chronologie, p. 45 2) takes the meaning 
to be that the author is a witness of the sufferings of Christ by 
reason of the sufferings which he had himself endured for the 
Name. Luther and Calvin held this view. But a witness witnesses 
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to truth or fact. A witness of the sufferings of Christ is one who is 
in a position to certify that the sufferings actually occurred. There 
are special and appropriate phrases for those who imitate the 
patience of their Master ; they are said to partake in the sufferings 
of Christ (1 Pet. iv. 13), to be conformed to Christ's death (Phil. 
iii. 10 ), and so on. In the Apocalypse (ii. 13) µapTvs is used in its 
familiar later sense of one who suffers even unto death for the truth; 
but it would be extremely difficult to introduce this meaning into 
the phrase µaprus Twv 1ra0TJp.aTwv. Jiilicher (Einleitung in das 
Neue Testament, p. 134) remarks on the word µapTv,, that no one 
who had really known Jesus in the flesh could have written an 
Epistle which tells so little about the life of our Lord. The remark 
applies equally to Acts and to the Epistles of James and John. It 
was not the object of any of these writings to add to the knowledge 
given in the Gospels, or to supplement the regular teaching of the 
disciples. Attention has been drawn in preceding notes to the fact 
that our Epistle contains a remarkably large number of allusions to 
the Gospels, which are all the more striking because they are not 
quotations. What looks like one of them is found in the next verse. 
Each such allusion may be disputed, but it is hardly possible that 
all are fallacious. Yet it is a singular fact that the early Christians 
seem to have felt very little curiosity about the details of our Lord's 
earthly life-His features, tones, gestures, daily habits, and so on. 
The thirst for anecdote and minutiae begins with Papias and the 
Gnostics, who pretended to posses,s portraits of Jesus drawn by 
Pilate (Iren. i. 2 5. 6). t, Kal Ti;, fL£AAOV<J"f/> a1roKaAv1rnCT0ai 86l1, : 
"The partaker also of the glory that shall be revealed." The o Ka{ 
seems to mark this as the apostle's third and highest claim, and as 
something peculiar to himself. Hence it is probably right to see 
here an allusion to a definite promise made to the apostle by our 
Lord; we may find it either in John xiii. 36, or better in Matt. 
xix. 28, 6TaV Ka0{CT'(J O vios TOV &.v0pw1rov hl 0povov 86l1s am-ov, 
Ka0{CT£CT0£ Kal ilp.Et<; E11rl 8w8£Ka 0povov,. In this case the meaning is 
that he is to share with Christ in His glory. Otherwise we must 
understand "your partner in the glory." But if this had been St. 
Peter's meaning he would probably have written <TvyKowwvos. 
With T~S fLEAAoVCTTJS &.1roKaAv1rT£CT0ai 86l1s, cf. iv. 13, lv rfi &.1r0Ka· 
Avifm Tijs 8ol1s avTOv, and i. 5, 13. St. Peter's phrase is found 
also Rom. viii. 18; in Gal. iii. 23 we have T~v µI.Uov<Tav 1rt<Tnv 
&.1roKaAv<f,0~vm. These resemblances are not so striking as might 
at first appear; in the New Testament µl)..>-..w is often a mere 
auxiliary (see Blass, p. 204). 

2. 1TOLp.«vaTE TO EV up.LY 1Totp.VLOV TOU 0EOU, "Tend the flock of 
God which is among you." For the metaphor of the Shepherd 
and the sheep, see note on ii. 25. Von Soden remarks that, used 
as it is in I Peter, both of the presbyter and of Christ, the idea 
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conveyed is that of pastoral, spiritual, not administrative, duty. 
There is very probably a reference to John xxi. I 6 ; cf. also Acts 
xx. 28. Calvin translated To EV vµ'tv "as far as in you lies," but the 
run of the words is decidedly against this; Bengel and Luther, 
"which depends upon you," "is entrusted to you"; but this gives Ell 
a sense which it cannot bear without the addition of K£lµ£vov. The 
preposition must be local. "The flock which is among you" may 
be taken to mean "the flock in your town or village." The flock 
is God's, therefore they are to tend it, not because they must, 
(avayKacmns), but with a willing mind (iKov<1lws); not like hirelings 
for the sake of pay (aicrxpoK£p8ws), but gladly and eagerly (7rpo0vµws). 
'EmcrK07rOVVT£S (the word is omitted by NB) is equivalent to 7roiµa[­
vo11T£S, see note on ii. 25. 'AvayKacrTws gives the idea of a definite 
burden of duty, which men may be inclined to rebel against as 
excessive. After i.Kovcr[ws N A P add KaTa. ®£611 : Westcott and 
Hort omit the words, Tischendorf inserts them. If we keep them 
and translate in the most natural way "willingly like God," we 
make God the Shepherd. God is the owner of the flock, but there 
can hardly be a doubt that by the Chief Shepherd of ver. 4 Christ 
is meant. Thus we should be brought very near to the inference 
that St. Peter uses ®£6, and XptCTTos interchangeably ; nor need 
i. 3 be taken to forbid this conclusion; see note there. Possibly 
Rom. viii. 2 7 ; 2 Cor. vii. 10 might justify us in giving Kan£ a 
looser sense, "according to God's will," "in godly fashion." AicrXPo· 
K£p8ws implies that the presbyter was in receipt of a stipend; other­
"'.ise it would have been impossible for him to take the hireling's· 
view. 

8. fJ-riS' i:is KaTaKupLE1foVTes Twv K>..~pwv. " Neither as lording it 
over the lots." K>..~poi (plural), except in the sense of "dice," is 
not found elsewhere in the Greek Bible. K;\,~pos in Matt. xxvii. 35 
is a die; in Acts i. 17, 25 (?), an allotment or office allotted by the 
dice; in Acts viii. 21, a share or portion; so also in Acts xxvi. 18 ; 

in Col. i. 12, els T~v µ£p[8a Tov KA1pov Twv ay{wv lv cpwT{, it is used 
of the lot, inheritance, or estate of the saints (KAYJpovoµ[a). In 
secular Greek KA~pos constantly means an estate. In Deut. ix. 29 
the people of Israel is called the KA~pos of God, His portion or 
estate, distinguished from the portions of other gods. Possibly 
this verse may have been in St. Peter's mind, for it contains the 
phrase Ev rfi X£ip{ CTov TV Kparnu'i,, which is employed just below. 

KA~poi then must have one of two meanings, "offices" or 
"estates," and of these the first will not suit the context. The 
presbyters are not to lord it over their lots or estates, the estates 
are the people committed to them, and the people (to this extent 
we may bring in the passage of Deuteronomy) belong to the estate 
of God. Twv KA1pwv is most naturally taken to imply that each of 
these presbyters had a separate cure. Dr. Hatch thought (Bampton 
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Lectures, p. 77) that the office of the presbyter was "essentially 
collegiate," and that only at a later time was a presbyter thought 
competent to act alone. But from the first there may have been 
small isolated congregations in which there was but one presbyter. 
In cities particular presbyters may have had charge of a particular 
house church, while for certain purposes all the presbyters met in 
council. In KaraKvpi£vovr£,; the preposition gives the notion of 
hostility or oppression, but Kvpm5w by itself denotes behaviour 
forbidden to a Christian pastor, Luke xxii. 25, 26. Here again 
there may be a reminiscence of the gospel. Discipline in those 
days might be exercised in very rough fashion, especially towards 
converted slaves; hence St. Paul warns the bishop that he is to be 
" no striker" ( r Tim. iii. 3, cf. Tit. i. 7 ). Or again, the precise 
sense in which domineering was not unlikely may be found in 
alcr)(pOK£pow,;. But the word is wide enough to include every de­
scription of arrogance or tyranny. Domineering is a personal 
fault, and this again seems more applicable to individuals than to 
colleges. 

TU1roL ywop.£voL. "Becoming, making yourselves, examples." Yet 
it is doubtful whether -yw6µ.£voi means much more than ovn,;, cf. 
Matt. x. 16; Luke xx. 33; John i. 6; Acts v. 24. 

4. cj,av£pw8t!nos is used of the First Advent of Christ, 1 Pet. 
i. 20; 1 Tim. iii. I 6; of the Second, Col. iii. 4; I John ii. 28. 
'Apxi1rolµ.71v is not found elsewhere in the New Testament; cf. 
o 1roiµ.~v o µ.lya,;, Heb. xiii. 20, and ji. 2 5 above. 

TOV &.p.apa.VTLYOV -rijs 86~1JS ITTEcj,avov. 'Aµ.ap&vnvo,; (here only in 
New Testament) is a derivative not from the adjective (i. 4), but 
from the substantive tip.apavTos, and means, not " that fadeth 
not away" (A.V., R.V.), but "made of amaranth," "amaranthine," 
not "immortal," but "made of immortelles." For the "crown" 
cf. I Cor. ix. 25, i1.cf,0aprov crrlcf,avov: 2 Tim. iv. 8, o T~'> 8iKawcrvv71,; 
crrlcf,avo,; : J as. i. I 2, rov crrlcf,avov Tijs lwijs, Sv l1r71-yy£01.arn To'i,; 
tiya1rwCTtv avr6v: Apoc. ii. IO, TOV crrlcf,avov rij,; twij,;: iii. l 1, TOV 
crrlcf,av6v (TOV : iv. 4, <FT£<pd.vov,; xpvcrov,;. Cf. the word /3pa/3£toV, 
1 Cor. ix. 24; Phil. iii. 14. "Amaranthine" is most applicable to 
a crown of leaves and flowers. The question has been raised 
whether St. Peter means us to think of a crown of victory, or of a 
festive crown, such as was not uncommonly used by Gentiles, and 
is said to have been used by Jews also, on occasions of rejoicing; 
but the idea of victory is certainly that which is attached to the 
crown in St. Paul, St. James, and the Apocalypse; and St. Peter 
can hardly have any other meaning. The word "crown" is used 
in the Gospels only of the Crown of Thorns (but Heb. ii. 9 Jesus 
is 86t,9 Kal nµ.fi lcrr£cpavwµ.lvov). But some of the phrases referred 
to above, "the crown," "the crown which He promised," are very 
definite, and _may come from some unrecorded saying of our Lord's. 
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5. OJJ,olws, vewTepot, 6'11'oniyTJTE '11'peuf3uTtp0ts. "Likewise, ye 
younger, submit yourselves to the elder. ·o/J,o{w, (as in iii. r, 7) 
denotes that there is a similarity in principle, though the details are 
different. The same rule of unselfishness applies both to shepherd 
and to sheep. ITpe(J"/3vTEpo, has two senses, the official, in which it 
has been employed in the preceding verses, and the non-official or 
natural. St. Paul passes from one of these senses to the other in 
r Tim. v. 1, 17, "Rebuke not an elder, but exhort him as a father; 
the younger men as brethren ; the elder women as mothers ; the 
younger as sisters. • • • Let the elders that rule well be counted 
worthy of double honour." But here we have an absolute antithesis 
between -rrpe(J"/3vTepoi and vewTepoi: and what is inculcated must be 
respect not to office, but to age (so Ruther, Keil, Hofmann, Usteri). 
Alford, Kiihl, von Soden give -rrpeu-/3vTEpoi the same sense as in ver. 1, 

on the ground that the elder by office was also elder in years. This, 
however, was not universally the case, as we see from the instance 
of Timothy ( 1 Tim. iv. r 2); and, though a certain age was no doubt a 
requisite in the bishop or presbyter, there is no reason to suppose 
that it was such as would distinguish him from the bulk of the 
congregation as older than all of them, or even as older than the 
average. The elder was a man of staid and sober age, but not 
necessarily advanced in years or grey-headed. Indeed, the title 
was taken by the Church from the synagogue, and among the Jews 
it did not imply actual superiority in age. It is, therefore, hardly 
possible to take vewTEpoi as meaning all Christians who are not 
presbyters (as Alford following Bede). Others (Kiihl, Weiss, 
Schott, Bruckner) create an antithesis to -rrpeu-/3vTEpoi by taking 
vewrepoi to denote some kind of inferior official, in whom is to be 
detected the germ of the later deacon, and find the same sense in 
the vewrepoi or veav{u-Koi of Acts v. 6, 10. But in this passage of 
Acts the "young men" are simply those members of the congrega­
tion who, being best fitted for the purpose by their physical strength, 
would naturally volunteer to carry .out the corpses of Ananias and 
Sapphira. 

iravn:s 8~ &>..>.~AOLS niv Tairewoci,pou&v'IJI' iyKoJJ,{3wuau9e. "And 
all of you towards one another apparel yourselves with humility." 
After cl,,\,\~.\oi, KL P and many other MSS. insert inrora(J"(J"6fJ,evoi. 
So A.V. Beza, Lachmann, Buttmann, Hofmann, Huther place the 
full stop after &,,\,\~.\oi,, so as to bring the dative into connexion 
with v1roray1JTE: and no strong reason can be alleged against this 
punctuation, to which R.V. gives a place in the margin. But 
the dative may, without difficulty, be taken with iyKofJ,/3w(J"a(J"0e. 
For this rare verb some few authorities have iyKoA1r{u-au-0e or iyKoA-
1rw<ra(J"0e, which the Vulgate renders insinuate, "take into your 
bosoms." 'EyKofJ,{3ovu-0ai is derived from K6fJ-f3o,, which, according 
to the glossaries, means "a knot," or "anything tied on with a 
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knot." Hence i.yK6p,(3wµa is used of a garment tied on over others. 
Pollux, Onomasticon, iv. 18, describes one form of it as 11wTl816v n 
ArnKov Tjj Twv 8ovil.wv Jtwµ{8i 7rpoa-KElµEvov, a little white garment, 
which slaves wore over their ltwµls: and from Longus, Pastoralia, 
ii. 60, we learn that it was of such a na~ure that a shepherd, who 
wanted to run his fastest, would cast it off. The i.twµls was a 
sleeveless tunic, and from the definition which Suidas gives of 
K6µ(3os-b Kbp,f3os TWV 8vo xnpi8lwv, OTaV T!S 8~a-TI i.7rt TOV t8wv 
Tpax'Y/il.ov-we may infer that this form of i.yK6µ(3wµa was a pair 
of sleeves, which were fastened and held in place by a knot behind 
the neck. But K6µ(3os might also mean the knot of a girdle ; hence 
Koµ(3oil.vT'YJ'>, according to Hesychius, is synonymous with (3ail.avno­
T6µos, "a cutpurse," purses being carried on the girdle. In another 
place, s.v. Koa-a-vµf3'YJ, Hesychius uses i.yK6µ(3wµa as equivalent to 
,.Ep{(wµa .A.iyv1mov, a kind of apron such as that used by black­
smiths. It would seem that any article of dress, that was attached 
by laces, might be called i.yK6µf3wµa. The verb was used by 
Epicharmus (Fragment 4 in Ahrens, de dialecto Dorica, p. 435). 
The words of the fragment are El Y" µEv on Kt:K6µf3wrni Kail.ws: but 
Ahrens notes on the authority of Photius, Epist. 156, that the right 
reading is i.yKt:K6µ(3wTai. The meaning is, " If, indeed, because she 
is bravely apparelled." Hesychius makes Koµ(3wa-aa-0ai equivalent 
to a-ToAia-aa-0ai, and i.yKt:K6µf3wrni to l.vdil.TJTat, as if they were used 
of putting on garments of a certain amplitude and dignity. This is 
probably St. Peter's meaning. Humi.!ity, like "a meek and quiet 
spirit," is an ornament of price, a beautiful robe. The R.V. has 
"gird yourselves with humility," as if the metaphor were derived 
from tying an apron round the waist, so as to be ready for service 
(cf. John xiii. 4). But, upon the whole, the facts given above 
appear to make against this rendering. See Suicer, s.v. 'EyKoµ(36oµai. 

cb b 0t:6s . . . xapLv. Prov. iii. 34, Kvpios {nrEp'YJ<pavois avTL· 
Taua-t:Tai, Ta7!'Etvo'is 8£ 8£8wui xapiv. The same quotation is found 
also in Jas. iv. 6, with the same substitution of b ®E6s for Kvpws. 
See iv. 8 above. The passage in the Epistle of St. James offers 
other resemblances to this part of I Peter, {i7roTaY'YJTE T<i, ®E~, aVTl­
<rT'YJTE T<t> 8ia(36il.!J!, {iipwa-n {iµas. There is probably a connexion 
between the two passages, and there are some apparent reasons 
why we should assign the priority to St. Peter : ( 1) in James the 
mention of humility is sudden and unexpected; ( 2) though he gives 
the quotation from Prov. iii. 34 in the same shape as St. Peter, he 
writes, in ver. 10, Ta7rnvw0'YJTE lvw7rwv Tov Kvplov, as if he were 
aware that b ®E6s was not quite correct: we may infer perhaps that 
he had somewhere seen the quotation in its altered shape; (3) the 
mention of the devil in I Peter is not only more natural but 
more original; (4) in ver. 8, St. James has ayvla-au Kap8las, which 
may be suggested by TCJ.S fvxas {iµwv ~yviKbTES of I Pet. i. 22 : 
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if this is so, St. James is combining different parts of the Petrine 
Epistle. 

6. O,ro T~V Kpcmnav XELpa. B K L P read xlipav. On this 
vulgar form see Westcott and Hort, Introduction, p. 157; Blass, 
p. 26. "The mighty hand of God" is generally connected in the 
Old Testament with the deliverance from Egypt, Ex. iii. 19; Deut. 
iii. 24, iv. 34, ix. 29; Dan. ix. 15; or deliverance generally, 2 Chron. 
vi. 32, but in Ezek. xx. 34 the phrase is used, as here, to denote 
the dread power of the great Judge. 

iv KnLP<tJ· "In the due or appointed time." A P, many curs­
ives, and some versions add l1rurK07rYJ, (from ii. 12 ). Compare 
Matt. xxiv. 45, TOV OtOovai avroi:c; T~V Tpo<p~V iv Katpci!: and, for the 
exaltation of the humble, Luke xiv. 11. 

7. Empp(ij,avTES. Ps. liv. (lv.) 23, l1r{ppufrov ,1r), Kvpiov T~V 
1.dpiµ,v&.v uov, Kal ai>T6, ue oia0piifm. The 1dpiµ,va is here the alarm 
of the persecuted Christian. God will care for him; see Luke xxi. 18. 

8. v~ij,aTe, ypriyop~aa.Te. The Christian may cast the whole 
burden of his anxiety upon God, yet is not thereby absolved from 
the duty of vigilance; cf. iv. 19 above. For v~tfraTE see i. 13, iv. 7. 
He is to be sober and wakeful, because his enemy is always at 
hand: a train of thought which brings us very close to Matt. xxiv. 
42, 43, 49. Much the same combination of words is found 
1 Thess. v. 6, but in a .different connexion; there the Christian is 
enjoined to watch and be sober, because he is a child of the day. 

o dVT(81Kos • • • TWa Ka.Ta.meLv. A has T{va KaTa1r{n, "seeking 
whom he may devour" : B has Kammetv without nva., "seeking to 
devour"; ~ KL P nvii KaTamei:v, "seeking some one to devour" (L P 
wrongly accentuate T{va). 'A.vT{OiKoc; is an adversary in a lawsuit. 
Aia./30Aoc; (almost a personal name, and therefore without article), 
"the slanderer," is a Greek rendering of the Hebrew Satan. 'Opv-
6µ,evo, is probably taken from Ps. xxi. (xxii.) 14, w, >-..lwv o a.p1ra.(wv 
Kal wpvoµ,evoc;: 1rept1raTet, probably from Job i. 7, 1repie>-..Owv T~V -y~v 
Kal lµ,1rept1raT~<Ta<; T~V. v1r' olJpavov 1ra.petp,l. The imagery of the 
sentence is mixed, derived partly from the prowling lion of the 
Psalm, partly from the Accuser of Job, who walks up and down 
the earth to spy out the weakness of God's servants. Satan's 
"slander" is that Job "doth not fear God for nought," and God 
allows him to test the truth of this charge by trying Job, first with 
loss of property and children, afterwards with personal suffering. 
So here the Devil is the author of persecution. Compare the 
Epistle from the Churches of Vienna and Lugdunum, Eus. H. E. 
v. 1. 5, lvt<TKYJtfrev o &vnKdµ,evoc;. In the same epistle, v. 2. 6, those 
who denied the faith are said to have been swallowed by the Beast, 
1'va &1ro1rvix0e1c; o 0~p, ollc; 1rpoTEpov ~ETO KaTa1rE1rWK£Vat, (wna<; 
Ueµ,t<TTJ. It seems clear that the writers had this passage of I Peter 
in view. Throughout his Epistle, St. Peter seems by "suffering" 
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to mean the adventitious pain of deliberate persecution. This was 
Kara ro 0l>..YJµ,a rov ®wv (iv. 19), but possibly in the same sense as 
Job's trials, as permitted but not exactly purposed by God. The 
natural tendency of righteousness is to produce "good days" 
(iii. 10); any other result seems to be regarded as surprising and 
occasional. It will be observed that St. Peter does not use Ko(Tµ,os 
as the name of a hostile, irreligious power. Here, again, we may 
perhaps detect the Hebraistic cast of the apostle's mind. 

9. <1repeol rfi 1rl<1reL. In its proper physical sense U'repeos means 
hard or solid. The word occurs 2 Tim. ii. 19, crrepeo, 0eµ,Duo,, a 
solid foundation; Heb. v. 12, 14, crrepea rpocf,/1, solid food, opposed 
to liquid milk : the verb crrepeovv in Acts iii. 7, 16, is to make solid 
or strong; the substantive is found in Col. ii. 5, ro U'replwµ,a rij, 
e1s XptU'rov 1rlcrrew, vµ,wv, the strong wall or foundation of your faith 
in Christ. When transferred to a moral quality in the classics, 
crrepeos inclines to a bad-sense, hard, harsh, brutal. In the present 
passage its meaning appears to be solid, strong, impenetrable, like 
a wall, rather than steadfast or brave. The adjective will affect the 
translation of rjj 1r{U'rn. 'H 1r{crn, is sometimes "faith" ; the article 
before the abstract noun being constantly used in Greek as in 
French, where the English idiom rejects it, to mark off the virtue 
in question from other kindred virtues, for instance, 'r/ &:yrl1r'YJ in 
1 Cor. xiii.; sometimes "the faith," that is to say, the Christian 
belief as distinguished from other beliefs. Thus we have in 2 Cor. 
i. 24, rfj yap 1r[U'rei i<rr0Kare, for it is by faith that ye stand; and, 
on the other hand, in Acts vi. 7' ?to.\:v, ox>..o, TWV ieplwv v1r0Kovov 
rfj 1r£U'rei, "a great multitude of the priests became obedient to the 
faith "-in other words, changed their convictions and became Chris­
tians. "The faith" is a phrase that does not appear in Romans or 
Corinthians, but Gal. i. 23 we find evayye>..£(erai r~v 1r[U'nv ~Ji 1rore 
l.1rop0n: Eph. iv. 5, µ,£a 1r[U'n,, one faith distinguished from all 
others; Phil. i. 27, µ,i(f. tf!vxfi U'vva0AoVYTE'i rii 1r{a-TEl TOV evayye>..Cov, 
the faith in which all agree, which is defined in the gospel; Col. 
i. 23, rjj 1r[U'ret re0eµ,e>..iwµ,lvoi, the faith is that definite hope of the 
gospel from which the Church is not to be moved; 1 Tim. i. 19, 
1repi r~v 1r[U'nv lvavrly'YJU'av, some have suffered shipwreck as regards 
the faith, by falling into erroneous doctrines : iii. 9, ro µ,wr0pwv 
rijs 1r[crrew,: iv. I, U'TrOU'T0(ToVTa{ TlVES T~'i 1r[(TTEW'i: v. 8, vi. 10, 2 I; 

2 Tim. iv. 7; Tit. i. r 3, ii. 2. The notion of" the faith" as a body of 
sound doctrine naturally became more important in St. Paul's eyes 
from the time of his imprisonment, as contact with one error or 
another awakened him to the fact that there might be semi-Christian 
types of opinion of a misleading nature. In Heb. xi. 1 faith is 
not merely loving trust in God, but strong conviction, which admits 
of definition by its subject-matter, by the particular things hoped 
for and not seen. In the present passage the use of the word 

13 
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,nepw{ inclines the balance in favour of "the faith." Solidity 
applies rather to convictions, which are well-grounded, firmly con­
nected, and therefore impenetrable, than to trust, which is ardent 
or confident, but not solid. 

ei86Te<; .•. llmTe'>.eLo-9aL. "Knowing that the same sufferings 
are being accomplished in your brotherhood which is in the world," 
is the translation generally given. If this is correct, the words must 
be regarded as a consolation. You are not alone in your suffer­
ings ; all Christians have the same burden to bear. But r.lmost 
every word of this rendering is open to serious objection. E13w, 
followed by an infinitive means " knowing how" to do a thing, cf. 
Luke xii. 56; Phil. iv. 12; Kriiger's Greek Grammar,- lvi. 7, 9; 
Blass, p. 2 2 7 ; " knowing that" is d3w, OTl, Ta avTa TWV 1ra0'YJfLO.TWV, 
if it means "the same sufferings," is quite unparalleled; the passages 
quoted by Alford, TO aµ,mi0eTOV T~, (3ov>..~ •• Heb. vi. 1 7 ; TO v1replxov 
~. yvwcrew,, Phil. iii. 8 ; TO 7rlCTTOV ~. 1r0Am{a,, Thuc. i. 68, in 
which the neuter adjective or participle represents an abstract 
substantive, do not help in the least. It is impossible to see why 
St. Peter did not write Ta avTa 1ra0~µ,a-ra, if these words would 
convey his meaning. He was not a scholar, but there are some 
errors of expression which no man could make. Tfj &.3e>..cp6T'YJTL 
vµ,wv, again, is a singular phrase; we should have expected -rfj &.3e>..­
cp6T'YJTL alone or To'i, &.3e>..cpo'i, vµ,wv. The dative is more naturally 
construed with Ta awa than with lmre>..e'i:cr0ai, with which it can 
only be taken loosely as a dativus incommodi. Finally, the meaning 
of lmre>..e'i:v is uncertain; it may be "to accomplish," "bring to an 
end," or possibly "bring towards an end," or, again, "to pay in full." 
Liddell and Scott are mistaken in giving the verb the sense of "to 
lay a penalty upon a person." In the passage referred to, Plato, 
Laws, x. p. 910 D, T~V T~, acref3da, UK'YJV TOVTOl<; £7rlTEAOVVTWV, the 
meaning is "let them carry to a finish the prosecution for impiety 
against these men." The only commentator who has really grappled 
with the text is Hofmann, who translates "knowing how to pay the 
same tax of suffering as your brethren in the world." Compare Xen. 
Mem. iv. 8. 8, Ta Tov y~pw, lmre>..e'i:cr0ai, "to pay the tax of old age," 
in loss of sight, hearing, memory, and so on. This version meets 
most of the difficulties; but Ta avTa TWV 1ra0'YJ/J,O.TWV for "the same 
tax of suffering," is, to say the least, an unusual phrase, and ~ &.3e>..­
cp6T'YJS vµ,wv remains a stumbling-block. Yet neither phrase falls 
outside the limit of toleration. 

10. & 0eo<; ,r«o-'IJ,;; x«pLTos. "The God of every grace." From 
Him comes every good and perfect gift (J as. i. 1 7 ). See note on 
1roiK{A'YJ xapi,, iv. 10. Many commentators couple lv XpicrTi:! with 
KaAlcra,, and we might understand this in a variety of ways. ( 1) 
God was in Christ who called you; or ( 2) God called you by 
Christ as His instrument (cf. Gal. i. 6, 15, Tov KaAlcraVTo, vµ,as lv 
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xcf.pin-Sia T~<; xapiTos); or (3) EV Xpicm~ may be used in that 
vague sense in which everything is said to be in the Lord (cf. 1 Cor. 
vii. 22, o fr Kvp{cp KA:rifh1s BovAos), Christ being, as it were, the 
atmosphere of all Christian life. But Hofmann may be right in 
joining o6tav ev XpuTTo}. The glory which is here attributed to God 
is closely related to Christ in i. 7, 21, iv. II, 13, v. 1, 4. For 
o'A{yov 7ra0.6vrns, "after ye have suffered a little," or "for a little 
while," compare i. 6. KaraPT{,ni, "shall correct" or "amend." 
So Mark i. 19, Karnpr{tnv Ta BlKrva: Gal. vi. 1, Karapr{t€T€ Tov 
Toiovrov (where Lightfoot notes that KaraPT{tnv is used as a surgical 
term of setting a broken bone): 1 Thess. iii. 10, Karapr{tnv Ta 
v<Tr€p1p,ara: 1 Cor. i. 10, ~TE 8£ KaT'YJpTL<Tp,evoi (the apostle is speaking 
of the healing of schisms). God will amend them through suffer­
ing, which is the cure of sin; compare iv. 1, o 71"a06Jv <TapKt 7rt1ravrni 
c1p,aprfos. lrrJp{tEL, "shall stablish," so that you shall not be 
shaken by alarms; compare iv. 12, p,17 tEV£tm0E. l0Ev6)<Tn is one of 
St. Peter's !hat AEyop,Eva. ~ K L P, all later MSS., the Syriac, 
Coptic, and Armenian versions, Theophylact and Oecumenius have 
0Ep,€At6)<Tn after <T0Ev6)<Tn: the word is omitted by A B, the Vulgate, 
and Aethiopic. Many of the later MSS. exhibit the optative, 
Karnpr{<Tai, K.r.A., for the future indicative. 

11. mh<? To Kp<hos. "His (God's) is (or, be) the might." God 
has power to do all if you humble yourselves under His "mighty 
hand." St. Peter dwells, and wishes his readers to dwell, on the 
majesty and power of God, which. to the Jew was always a most 
comfortable thought, and is not less so to the Christian. It is 
perhaps worth observing that Kparos occurs in only one of the eight 
Pauline doxologies, that of I Tim. vi. 16. 

12. The words which follow were possibly added by the hand 
of St. Peter himself (this is the opinion of Blass, Grammar, p. 123), 
just as St. Paul concludes 2 Thess. and Galatians with a few lines 
of autograph. ~ia may denote either the bearer or the draughts­
man of the Epistle, or both ; on this point and on Silvanus see 
Introduction. Tov 1rt<TTov 6.0EAcpov, "the (well-known) trusty brother." 
Similar forms of commendation occur I Cor. iv. J7 ; Eph. vi. 21 ; 

Col. i. 7. 'Os Aoy{top,ai, "as I reckon," in the sense of "as I 
think," cf. 1 Cor. iv. 1 ; Rom. viii. 18. There is no eyci), and the 
"I" is therefore not emphatic. St. Peter does not mean "I think 
him trusty, though others do not." The Epistle is short (3.' oA{ywv, 
cf. Heb. xiii. 2 2 ), not so much in itself, as in comparison with all 
that was in the apostle's heart, and all that he would have liked to 
say. Silvanus would supplement it largely by word of mouth, and 
it is natural that St. Peter should here speak of him as "trusty," one 
who knew the apostle's mind and could expound it faithfully. But 
Silvanus was an eminent man, and only one who was still more 
eminent could venture to praise him for so simple a virtue. 
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~Eypatf,a, "I write," is the epistolary aorist ; instances occur in 
Philem. 19, 21; Rom. xv. 15; 1 Cor. v. 11, ix. 15; Gal. vi. 11; 

! M~cc. x_v. ! 9; 2 Mace. ii. 16; Plato, Epist. vii. ad fin em, avayKafov 
e8ote p,ot pYJ0YJvai. 

,rapaKaAwv KllL bnp,apTupwv TaUT?JI' e!vcu &l\r,8~ xapLv TOU 0eou. 
"Exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God." The 
article is omitted before &) ... .,,0~ x<ipiv. 'Emp,apTvpe'tv is to "bear 
witness to" a fact, not to "bear new, or fresh, testimony." "This" 
refers to the whole of the contents of the Epistle, whether doctrine 
or exhortation. The apostle's words here have a strongly emo­
tional tinge, but not more so than we expect from a pastor who is 
deeply interested in the spiritual welfare of his flock in a time 
which was no doubt one of stress. We need not suppose that 
there was any great danger of apostasy. Still less need we suppose 
that by laying emphasis on the "truth" of his Epistle the apostle is 
here reflecting upon other teachers. The gospel is constantly 
spoken of as "the truth," in opposition to the imperfect light of 
Judaism, or the errors of heathenism, John i. r 7, ~ xapis Kat ~ 
aA.~0eia : Col. i. 6, l.-rrlyvwu. T~V xapiv TOV ®wv l.v UA.YJ0di : 1 Pet. 
i. 22, l.v Tfi v-rraKofi rijs aAYJ0das, means "by obedience to the 
gospel." But Gal. ii. 5, ~ a.A~0eia Tov evayyeACov, is "the right 
conception of the gospel," as of grace not of works, truth, that is 
to say, as opposed to the errors of other Christian teachers. So 
again 2 Pet. ii. 1, "the way of truth" is set against the delusions of 
tf,w8o-rrpocp~Tat and tf,w8o3iMcrKaAoL, who were, no doubt, professedly 
Christian. It has been supposed that here also aAYJ0~s is used of 
orthodox belief. 

Kuhl thinks that the communities addressed had not been 
evangelised by any apostle, and that St. Peter is here giving the 
official seal to the instruction which they had received. The 
Tiibingen school, on the other hand, holding that the author (not 
St. Peter) is writing to Pauline Churches, consider that he is ex­
pressing his approval of the doctrine of St. Paul. But all that he 
means is, "What I have made Silvanus write, this gospel of bearing 
the cross with patience, is God's truth. See that ye stand fast 
m it." 

Usteri, pressing the absence of the article before aJ\.'f/0~ x<ipiv, 
would translate "this (this persecution) is a real grace of God. 
Stand ye fast to meet it." But there is nothing in the text to 
justify such a narrowing of the sense of "this," and persecution, in 
itself, is regarded as the work of the Devil. 

ets ~" a--rijTe, "Wherein stand fast." ~ A B and many cursives 
have the imperative; K L P and the mass of inferior MSS. read 
£CTT~Kwre. Eis is probably used as in o Eis Tov aypov, Mark xiii. 16, 
as a mere equivalent for Ev; see Blass, p. 122. Von Soden, how­
ever, quoting i. 13, T~V cpcpop,lvYJV vp,tv xapiv, thinks that here also 
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the x&pir; is regarded as future, and would translate "whereunto 
stand fast." 

13. ~ iv Ba~u>..wvL uuveKAEKT~- "The fellow-elect woman in 
Babylon." ~ after Baf3v>..wvi adds EKKAYJcr{a: the Vulgate has 
" ecclesia quae est in Babylone," and the same addition is found in 
the Peshito, in the Armenian, in Theophylact, and Oecumenius. 
A catena explains that by Babylon is meant Rome ; Syncellus says 
that some took it to mean Rome, others J oppa. St. Peter's words 
have been the subject of much speculation from an early date. We 
are not to supply <KKAYJcr{a, nor any other word. 'H jv Baf3v>..wvi is 
a complete phrase, and means "the woman in Babylon." This 
may be understood either literally or metaphorically. Bengel, 
Mayerhoff, Jachmann, Alford, and some few others take the words 
literally, and understand the apostle to mean his own wife. On the 
other hand, the great majority of commentators take them meta­
phorically of the Church in Babylon, but are divided on the question 
whether Babylon itself is metaphorical or not. The latter point 
may be treated independently of the former. Both phrases may be 
literal, one may be figurative, or both. 

Against the literal interpretation of ~maybe urged (1) that St. 
Peter would have spoken of his wife in plain terms and by name; 
(2) that ~ ev Baf3v>..wvi is a singular phrase for an ordinary woman 
residing or sojourning in Babylon. Both these objections are con­
siderably weakened, if St. Peter's wife was a very well-known person­
age; and there can be no doubt that she was. St. Paul tells us 
that she accompanied her husband (r Cor. ix. 5), and tradition 
could not have regarded her as a martyr (Clem. Alex. Strom. vii. r r. 
63), unless she had done something to earn martyrdom-unless, 
that is to say, she had taken an active part in her husband's labours. 

Against the metaphorical interpretation it may be argued that 
~ lv Ba/3vAwvi is an unprecedented and perhaps impossible phrase for 
"the Church in Babylon." In the Old Testament we have "the 
daughter of Zion" (Isa. xxxvii. 22); in the New Testament it is 
possible that St. John speaks of a Church as Kvp{a, and of another 
Church as her aoeAcp~ (2 John i. 5, J 3); the meaning of the Woman 
in the Apocalypse is open to doubt. In Hermas ( Vis. i. r. 4, 5) 
the Church appears to the prophet as ywrf, and is addressed by 
him as Kvp{a. But in all these cases the metaphor is far more 
obvious than it is in the present passage. Again, what is easy and 
natural to imaginative writers like Isaiah, John, or Hermas, is not 
so to St. Peter. Lastly, "the Church and Marcus my son " strikes 
one as a somewhat more difficult combination than " my wife and 
Marcus my son" (sec Introduction, § 8). On Marcus and Babylon, 
see Introduction, § 9. 

14. iv 4>LA~JJ,an dya1r'IJS· Compare Rom. xvi. 16; 1 Cor. xvi. 20; 

2 Cor. xiii. I 2 ; 1 Thess. v. 26. St. Paul's phrase is cp{A'YJp.a &.ywv. 



198 NOTES ON THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. PETER 

The kiss is one of the most ancient of ritual usages. Justin, Apo!. 
i. 6 5' a.\.\~.\ov, cf,i.\~µ,an &.a-1ra,oµ,e0a 1rava-aµ,,voi TWV d1xwv, the kiss 
came after certain evxal and before the evxa£ of communion ; Tert. 
de Oral. 14, "quae oratio cum diuortio sancti osculi integra?" In 
Cyril of Jerusalem, Cat. Myst. v. 3, the kiss is placed before the 
Sursum Corda ; he adds, <rrJp,e'iov ,-olvvv £<rTl TO cpl.\7Jµ,a Tov &.vaKpa-
0ijvai TOS tf;vxas Kal 1raa-av lgop£,eiv f:1,VrJ<rLKaKlav. See also Const. 
App. ii. 57, viii. 11; Brightman, Liturgies Eastern and TVestern; 
Palmer, Or. Litt. ii. 102; Suicer, s.v. cf,[A7Jµ,a; Ducange, s.v. 
Osculum; Bingham; Probst, Liturgie; Duchesne, Origines du culte 
chretien. 

dp~vlJ. In this final benediction St. Peter uses the Hebrew and· 
evangelical" Peace" (cf. Luke xxiv. 36; John xx. 19, 21, 26) instead 
of the later "grace," which we find in the corresponding passages 
of the Pauline Epistles, Hebrews, and the Apocalypse. "Peace" 
carries us back to the Address; the Epistle begins and ends with 
peace. The phrase TOLS iv Xpia-ne " can hardly signify the mystical 
life-communion (die mystisclr.e Lebensgemeinschaft) of Paul, of which 
there is no trace in the Epistle, but is merely another name 
for Christians, and conveys the last warning not to forsake this 
community of Christians " (van Soden). 



INTRODUCTION TO THE SECOND EPISTLE 
OF ST. PETER 

§ I. TESTIMONIA VETERUM 

IT will be most convenient to begin the Introduction to 2 Peter by 
a discussion of the external attestation of the Epistle. 

Jerome. 

Born about 346; died, 420. 
In the Epistle to Pault"nus, prefixed to editions of the V ulgate, 

Jerome accepts all the seven Catholic Epistles without reserve : 
"Jacobus, Petrus, J oannes, Judas Apostoli, septem epistolas 

ediderunt tarn mysticas quam succinctas, et breues pariter ac 
longas: breues in uerbis, longas in sententiis; ut rams sit, qui non 
in earum lectione caecutiat." Here the word caecutiat seems to be 
taken from 2 Pet. i. 9. 

In the extracts from the Catalogus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum, 
which also are printed in editions of the Vulgate, he notices that 
there was some considerable doubt as to the authenticity of 
2 Peter, and tells us that the doubt rested on the style of the 
Epistle: 

"Scripsit duas Epistolas, quae Catholicae nominantur : quarum 
secunda a plerisque eius esse negatur, propter stili cum priore 
dissonantiam." 

In the Epistle to Hedibia, I 20, Quaest. xi., he suggests that this 
difference of style might be accounted for by the supposition that 
St. Peter employed two different interpreters: 

"Habebat ergo (Paulus) Titum interpretem, sicut et beatus 
Petrus Marcum, cuius euangelium Petro narrante et eo scribente 
compositum est. Denique et duae epistolae quae feruntur Petri 
stilo inter se et charactere discrepant structuraque uerborum. Ex 
quo intelligimus pro necessitate rerum diuersis eum usum inter­
pretibus." 

Jerome thus records, explains, and perpetuates the doubt, yet 
his great authority practically laid it to sleep in the Greek and Latin 

199 
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Churches. But in or about the time of Jerome there were several 
eminent Fathers who either rejected 2 Peter or regarded it with 
grave suspicion. "Among the innumerable quotations from and 
allusions to Scripture found in the writings of Chrysostom, Theo­
dore, and Theodoret, there does not appear to be one reference to 
2 Peter" (Dr. Chase in Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible, iii. p. 805 ; 
as regards Chrysostom this statement is to some extent modified by 
the note). Amphilochius of Iconium (Westcott, Canon, p. 557} 
says that some accepted seven Catholic Epistles, some only three. 
Didymus of Alexandria accepted 2 Peter as authentic, and wrote a 
commentary upon it; yet at the close of this work the reader is 
startled by the words (only preserved in a Latin translation), "non 
est igitur ignorandum praesentem epistolam esse falsatam, quae, licet 
publicetur, non tamen in canone est." Mr. Warfield (Southern 
Presbyterian Review, Jan. 1882) suggests that Didymus here ex­
presses a view which he afterwards rejected. At a later date 
Junilius of Africa (about 550 A.D.; Westcott, Canon, p. 545) places 
2 Peter among the books which he calls mediae, those which, 
though not absolutely undoubted, are yet accepted by very many 
(quam plurimz). Junilius, though African by birth, lived in Con­
stantinople, and derived his Syrian theology directly or indirectly 
from Theodore of Mopsuestia (see Dr. Salmon's article in the 
Dictionary of Christian Biography). The doubt as to the authen­
ticity of 2 Peter appears to have been most strongly felt in the 
Antiochene Church, and rested largely on the absence of the Epistle 
from the Peshito, which recognised only three of the Catholic 
Epistles, James, r Peter, r John; indeed there is some doubt 
whether the Syriac version originally included even these ; see 
Introduction to r Peter, p. r3. 

Eusebius. 

The date of his History is about 324. 
H. E. iii. 3. 1, 4, IT€rpov µ,Ev oilv' £'rrt<TToA~ µla ~ A£ycµi.v'Y/ aliToV 

1rp0Tepa avwµoAoy'f/Tal' TaVT'{J 8e KaL ol 1raAat 1rpw/3vnpot ws avaµcf,i­
AEKT<J! iv TOlS <T<pWV Q.VTWV KaTaKEXP'YJVTal uvyypaµµaut, T~V 8e 
<pEpOfJ,EV'YJV 8wdpav OVK iv8ia0'YJKOV µev Eivat 1rapnA~cpaµEv, 6p,ws 8e 
7rOAAOlS XP~a-tµos cpaVEL(Ta fl,ETO. TWV aAAwv £<T7rov8aa-0'Y/ ypacf,wv • • • 
,1\,A,a, TO. µev ovoµ,atoµ,EVa ITfrpov, 6JV µlav yv'Y/a-{av Eyvwv £7rl<TTOA~v 
KUl 1rapa TOlS 1raAat 1rpEa-/3vTlpois wµ,oAOY'YJP.,EV'YJV TO<TUVTa. 

H. E. iii. 25. 3, Twv 8' avnAEyoµ,lvwv, yl'wp{µ,wv 8' otv Jµ,ws 
TOlS 1roAAo'i:s, ~ AEyoµ,lv'YJ 'laK61/3ov cf,lpETal KUl ~ 'Iov8a, ~ TE ITfrpov 
8wTrpa im<TToA~. He then goes on to speak about the v60a. 

We gather that ol 1roAAo[, the majority of the Church, accepted 
2 Peter as authentic; that Eusebius himself doubted, but did not 
absolutely deny, its authenticity; that his doubt rested on two 
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grounds, namely, that writers, whose opinion he respected, regarded 
2 Peter as uncanonical (1rapn>..~cpafJ-ev); and that, so far as he knew, 
the Epistle was not quoted by "the ancient presbyters "-by those 
older writers, that is to say, whose works were to be found in the 
library of Jerusalem (H. E. v. 20. 1), and he probably means" not 
quoted by name." It is to be regretted that Eusebius does not 
state from whom he had received his opinion, or who were included 
among the oi 1ro>..>..o{. The seven Catholic Epistles existed in the 
library of Caesarea, and there is some reason for thinking that they 
were all accepted as genuine by Pamphilus (Westcott, Canon, 
P· 393 sq.). 

.J,fethodius. 

Martyred in the Diocletian persecution. 
In a fragment of his treatise, de Resurrectione (Pitra, Anal. Sacra, 

m. p. 6I r, quoted by Dr. Chase), we find an express citation of 
2 Pet. iii. 8, x{>..1a DE frTJ Tij<; {3arn>..e{a<; 6Jvo/J-acrev Tov &1rlpavnw 
aiwva 810.. Tij<; x1>..ufoo<; 8'1/>..wv, 'Ylypacf,ev ia.p O &1roCiTOAO<; Ilfrpo<; 6TL 
/1-{a ~fJ,lpa 1rapa.. Kvp{</_) w<; x{>..1a lT'YJ KaL x{>..1a lTTJ w<; ~µ.lpa /1-{a· 

We may notice also in the same treatise (ed. Jahn, p. 78) the 
words £K1rvpw0~crETaL fJ,f.V 'Yd.P 1rpo<; Ka0apcr1v KaL &vaKaLVlCifJ,DV KaTa­
f3acr{</? 1ra<; KaTaKAvlofJ-EVO<; ci KOCifJ,O<; 1rvp{, ov f-1-~V ei<; &mh>..nav 
€AEVCiETal 1raVT£Afj KaL q,0opav • • • 810 &va'YK'YJ ()~ KaL T~V 'Y'IJV ail01, 
Kal TOV ovpavov fJ,£TO.. T~V £Kcf,Aoywcriv lcrecr0ai 7l"O.VTWV Kal TDV f3pacrfJ,OV. 
Here the 1rvp Karnf3acrwv is taken fr6m Wisdom x. 6 ; but the run 
of the passage reminds the reader strongly of 2 Pet. iii. 9-13, and 
Methodius, as the first quotation shows, was acquainted with the 
Epistle. 

Origen. 
Died, 253. 
In Joann. Comm. v. 3 (Lomm. i. 165); see also Eus. H. E. vi. 

2 5. 8, Ilfrpor; al, l.cf,' ; oiKo8ofJ,EtTal ~ Xp1crTov f.KKA'YJcr{a, ~<; 1l"VAa1 Ai'.8ov 
ov Kancrxvcrovcr1, /1-{av f.1l"ICiTOA~V OfJ,OAoyovfJ,lVTJV KaTa>..l>..011rev, lcrTW ()f. 
KaL 8evdpaw &fJ,cpl/3a>..>..ern1 'Yap. 

Origen does not express himself so positively as Eusebius ; he 
records the doubt, yet is not unwilling to accept the Epistle. He 
does not tell us on what arguments the doubt rested, nor by whom 
it was entertained. In particular, he says nothing about the style of 
2 Peter, though he was a keen critic, as may be seen from his 
remarks on the Epistle to the Hebrews (Eus. H. E. vi. 2 5. r 1 ). In 
the works of Origen are found six quotations from, and two clear 
allusions to 2 Peter. Dr. Chase, however, notices that they all 
occur in those treatises which exist only in the Latin version of 
Rufinus, and it must be admitted that this fact renders it somewhat 
doubtful whether they can be ascribed to Origen himself. 
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Clement of Alexandria. 
Died about 213. 
Eus. H. E. vi. 14. 1, b, B£ TaL, 'Y7roTV7rW<TE<Tt, [vv£.\6vra d7r£LV, 

7r0.<TYJ> T~, lvBw.0~KOV ypacf,~, £1rLT£TP,YJl'ha, 7r£7rO{YJTaL Biriy~<TEL,, p,riBe 
TO.!, aVTLAEyop,lva<; 7rap£.\0wv, T~V 'IovBa .\lyw Kal TO.!, AOL7rO.<; Ka0oALKU.!, 
E7rl<TTOAa,, T~V TE Bapvaf3a Kal T~V llfrpov AEyop,EVYJV U7rOKat..vifnv. 

Nothing can be clearer than this statement, which is con­
firmed by Photius (Biblioth. 109). It is in no degree invalidated 
by the confused utterances of Cassiodorus, who, writing after an 
interval of more than three hundred years, says, first, that Clement 
expounded the whole of the Bible; then that he had commented 
upon I Peter, 1 and 2 John, and James, but not on the other three 
canonic Epistles; and, finally, made a loose and untrustworthy trans­
lation (for the Adumbrationes is supposed to be his version of this 
part of the IIypotyposes) of Clement's notes upon 1 Peter, 1 and 2 

John, and Jude, not James. 
Dr. Chase does not allow that Clement ever quotes 2 Peter. But 

in Protrep. x. 106 we have the phrase r~v oBov ~. &XYJ0da,, which 
is found in 2 Pet. ii. 2 and not elsewhere in the New Testament. 
lapKo, a7r60£<Tt,, Strom. i. 19. 94, may be drawn from 2 Pet. i. 14 
(h60E<Tt, is peculiar to I and 2 Peter). In Eel. Proph. 20, 1 Pet. 
i. 19 is combined with 2 Pet. ii. 1 (see note). See again note on 
ii. 13 for another possible reference. In Pae d. iii. 8. 43, To 
loBop,tTWV 7ra0o, Kp{<Ti, P,€V aBtK~<Ta<Tt, 7ratBaywy{a Be dKOV<Ta<Tt, is 
taken not from Jude, as Dindorf thinks, but from 2 Peter, who 
mentions Lot, while Jude does not (see also Paed. iii. 8. 44, where 
the same remark holds good, though Clement immediately goes on 
to quote Jude 5, 6 by name). From the same verse, 2 Pet. ii. 8, 
comes a phrase which is found in Strom. ii. 12. 55, /3a<Tav{twv Be lcf,' 
oi<; ~p,aprE T~V fovrov if!vx~v aya0o£pyEL. Again, in Strom. vii. 14. 88, 
Clement speaks of the moral law as .;, lvTo.\~, in the singular. 
Cf. 2 Pet. ii. 2 r. Probably many other borrowings might be 
detected by anyone who would carefully read Clement through 
with an eye to this point. It is true that Clement does not quote 
2 Peter by name, and some of the phrases here noticed may not be 
conscious quotations at all. "The way of truth " is found also in 
Clement of Rome, "the putting off of the flesh" may have been a 
common expression among Christians. But if they are ultimately 
derived from 2 Peter, as is probably the case, the fact that these 
phrases had become a regular· part of the parlance of the Church 
seems greatly to increase the strength of the evidence in favour of 
the authenticity of the Epistle. 

It should be remembered that Clement was the successor and 
pupil of another learned man, Pantaenus, who was head of the 
catechetical school perhaps as early as 180. In that year those 
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who advocate the late date of 2 Peter suppose that the Epistle had 
not existed more than five, or at the outside more than twenty or 
thirty years. Pantaenus could hardly have been imposed upon by a 
forgery so recently perpetrated, as Harnack and Dr. Chase suppose, 
in Alexandria. And, if Pantaenus did not know the Epistle, or 
rejected it, how came Clement, the heir of his erudition, to 
accept it? 

Cyprian. 
Died, 257. 

This Father displays no acquaintance with 2 Peter, yet this fact 
serves only to show the precariousness of the argument from 
silence. For a clear allusion to the Epistle is found in a letter 
addressed to Cyprian by 

Firmilian, 

Bishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia (Cyprian, Epp. lxxv. 6), "Ste­
phanus . • . adhuc etiam infamans Petrum et Paulum beatos 
apostolos, . . . qui in epistolis suis haereticos exsecrati sunt et 
ut eos euitemus monuerunt." Cyprian must have known to what 
Epistle of St. Peter Firmilian was appealing. 

Hippolytus. 

Died about the end of the first quarter of the third century. 
Rejut. Omn. Haer. ix. 6, P.,ET, ofi ?ToAv OE E?Tt T6v avTOV (36pf3opov 

dvEKvMov-ro, cf. 2 Pet. ii. 22. The expression is, as Dr. Chase 
says, of the nature of a proverb, but it is not a common proverb. 
See note on the passage. 

Ibid. x. 33, Ta OE ?TaVTa OWlKEL o ;\6yo, o ®wv, o 7rpwT6yovo<; ?TaTp6<; 
?Ta'i:,, ~ 7rp6 £W<np6pov cf,wrnf,6po, cf,wv~, cf. 2 Pet. i. 19, and see note 
on the passage. 

Ibid. x. 34, EK<pEvtw-0E E?TEpxop.,tV'f}V 11"Vp6<; Kpl<UW<; d?TnA~V KUl 
-rapnipov (orpEpov <>p.,p.,a drp<im<TTOV, cf. 2 Pet. ii. 4, 17, iii. 7. 

In Dan. iii. 22, <p yap tf.v TL<; V?TOTayfj TOVT<p KUl OEOOVAWTat, cf. 
2 Pet. ii. r 9. 

Ibid. iv. 10, Et yap Kat vvv (3paOVVEl ?Tp6 Kaipov, p.,~ 0tAwv T~V 
Kp{rnv T<{' K6rrp.,qi E71"EVEyKE'iv, cf. 2 Pet. ii. 5, iii. 9. 

Ibid. xxiii. 24, ~p.,lpa OE Kvplov xOua ET7J, 

The Clementine Literature. 

Passages bearing a more or less close resemblance to 2 Peter 
have been detected in the Recognitions, the Homilies, the Actus 
Petri cum Simone. On this point the reader may consult the 
observations of Dr. Chase, and of Dr. Salmon, Introduction 
(p. 520, ed. 1888). 
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Theophilus of Antioch. 
Died, 183-185. 
ii. 13, 0 .\.6yo, ailrnv, cf,a{vwv 6J(J"lr£p Avxvo, £V olK~µ.an UVV£XOfl.€VCf, 

lcf,wnu£v T~v {nr' oilpav6v, cf. 2 Pet. i. 19. In 4 Esdr. xii. 42 we 
read, "Tu enim nobis superes solus ex omnibus populis ... sicut 
lucerna in loco obscuro "; and the word of God is a .\.vxvo, in Ps. 
cxix. 105. Yet it seems most likely that Theophilus had St. Peter 
in mind. 

ii. 9, o[ 0£ TOV ®eov t1.v0pw1roi 7rV£Vf1.UTocf,6poi 7rV£Vfl.UTO<; ay{ov Kat 
1rpocf,ijrai y£Voµ.£voi, cf. 2 Pet. i. 21. Dr. Chase points out that 
the word 1rvrnµ.arocf,6po, is found in Hos. ix. 7; Zeph. iii. 4. It 
can hardly Le maintained that either of these passages is conclusive, 
but they deserve some weight. 

Tatian. 
Date of Oratio, 150-170. 
Or. ad Graecos, 15 ( Otto, vi. p. 7 o) rowvrov 0£ µ.~ <lvro, rov 

uKrivwµ.aro,. This sense of the word uK~vwµ.a (body) is borrowed 
from 2 Pet. i. 13. Immediately before, in the single word va6,, we 
have an allusion to I Cor. iii. 16. lK~VWfta is so used by Eus. 
H._ E. ii. 25. 6, who possibly found it in Gaius. 

The 11:furatorianum. 

P. 106, line 6 (in W estcott's Canon) "Si cute et semote passione 
petri euidenter declarat." These words must refer either to the 
Gospel of St. John or to 2 Peter. They can hardly refer to the 
Gospel, which had been fully noticed. See on this point Introduc­
tion to I Peter, p. 14. 

Aristides. 

His Apology was presented to Hadrian in 129-130, or, as Mr. 
Rendel Harris thinks, to Antoninus Pius, in the early years of his 
reign. 

Apo!. xvi., ~ boo, TI]> &Ari0£{a, ~Tl, TOV<; 00£VOVTa, aiJT~V d, T~V 
alwvwv xnpaywylt /3aui.\.£lav, cf. 2 Pet. i. 11, ii. 2. This seems 
a clear case. Canon Armitage Robinson considers that the Greek 
text of the Apology "as a rule gives us the actual words of 
Aristides." 

Polycarp. 
Martyred in 155. 
Phil. iii., rii uocp{<f- TOV µ.aKap{ov Kat ivo6tov IIav.\.ov, 8, vµ.1.v 

lypmf;£v l1riuro.\.as, cf. 2 Pet. iii. 15. 
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Mart)'rium Polycarpi. 

XX. 2, d,. T~V a1wvwv avrov {3a<riA.dav. So Harnack. Lightfoot 
has brovpavwv, but alwvwv is the reading of two MSS. out of three. 

Justin Martyr. 

Harnack puts the date of the Dialogue, 155-160. 
Dial. 51, Ka! €V T<p µ.ernfu T~'> 7rapov<r{a<, avrov XPDV<:?, w, 7rpolcfrt]v, 

yev~<rm0ai a[pl<rw; Kal tf!ev8o7rpocf,~ra, fa), r4' /Jvoµ.an avrov 7rpo­
eµ.~vv<rE. Otto refers to Matt. vii. I 5, xxiv. 5 ; 1 Cor. xi. r 9. But 
there would seem to be here a reminiscence of 2 Pet. ii. r, where 
tf!w807rpocf,ijrni and aipl<rei, are mentioned in conjunction. In 
Dial. 82, again, Justin uses the word tf!w8o8iMa-Ka>..oi, which though, 
as Dr. Chase remarks, a word of easy formation, is peculiar to 
2 Peter. 

Dial. 81, (J"VV~KaP,EV Kal T6 elpTJp,Evov OTl 'Hµ.lpa Kvp{ov w, x{>..ia 
lrTJ, Otto notes, "Sic Tanchuma, fol. 335 A, Dies dei est mille 
annorum." Here, again, doubt is legitimate. But we have seen 
above that Methodius quoted this phrase by name from 2 Pet. iii. 8. 

Apo!. i. 28, Kal yap .;, £7l'LP,OV~ TOV p,"]8lm11 TOVTO 7rpatai T6V ®ei'iv 
Sia T6 dv0pw7rtVOV ylvo, yeylv"]Tal • 7rpoytVWU"KEl yap TlVa<, €K JJ,ETavota .. 
a-w0~a-ea-0ai, cf. 2 Pet. iii. 9. 

Melito. 

He flourished in the third quarter of the second century. 
Apology (in Otto, vol. ix. p. 432 ), "Etenim aliquando fuit 

diluuium uenti, et selecti (ad id) homines occisi sunt aquilone 
uehementi, et relicti sunt iusti ad demonstrationem ueritatis. 
Rursus alio tempore fuit diluuium aquarum, et perierunt omnes 
homines et bestiae in multitudine aquarum, et seruati sunt iusti in 
area lignea iussu dei. Atque ita ultimo tempore erit diluuium 
ignis, et ardebit terra cum montibus suis, et ardebunt homines 
cum simulacris quae fecerunt et cum operibus sculptilibus quae 
adorauerunt, et ardebit mare cum insulis suis, et seruabuntur 
iusti ab ira, sicut socii eorum seruati sunt in area ab aquis diluuii." 

On the date of this Syriac version of Melito's Apology, see 
Introduction to I Peter, p. 10. Dr. Chase takes the deluge of 
wind to refer to the destruction of the Tower of Babel, which is 
mentioned in the Sibylline Oracles iii. 97 sqq., in connexion with 
the destruction of the world by fire, and is inclined to think 
that Melito is following the Sibyl rather than 2 Peter. There is, 
however, a different explanation of the Flood of Wind; see Otto's 
note on the passage, vol. ix. p. 476. But it will be necessary to con­
sider the origin of the belief in the approaching destruction of the 
world by fire more fully in a later section. 
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Irenaeus. 
Died, 202 or 203. 

This Father introduces a quotation from I Peter with the words 
Petrus ait in epistola sua (iv. 9. 2); but this phrase does not neces­
sarily imply that he knew only one Petrine letter. Irenaeus 
certainly knew z John, which he quotes explicitly and by name 
(i. 16. 3, iii. 16. 8); yet, says Mr. Warfield, he quotes I John (iii. 16. 
5, 8) just as he quotes I Peter, with the words in sua epistola, lv Tfj 
bmno>.:fj. Two passages call for notice. 

iii. I. 1, µera 8t: T~J/ TOVTWI' l[o8011 MapKOS O µa0'Y}T~S Kal epµYJ­
J/EVT~<; IT.frpov Kal av-ros TO. inro ITlTpov K'Y)pV<nr6µwa lyypa<f,ws 'YJµtv 
7rapa8if8wK£. 

There can be little doubt that :[080, here means "death." It 
is so used Wisd. iii. 2, vii. 6 ; Luke ix. 31 ; 2 Pet. i. 15. In 
secular writers it never, so far as I know, bears this sense by itself, 
though it is commonly used in later Greek in combination with a 
genitive, l[o8o, Tov (3£ov et simm. There is some slight presump­
tion, therefore, that here the word may be a reminiscence of the 
Petrine passage. But, further, there were two traditions as to the 
date at which Mark composed his Gospel. According to the one 
he wrote before, according to the other after, the death of Peter. 
It is a most natural and probable supposition that the latter view 
was connected with z Pet. i. 15. Irenaeus does not tell us whence 
he derived this account of St. Mark's Gospel, but he no doubt 
borrowed it from some earlier writer, most probably Papias. Thus 
it may be argued with some confidence that 2 Peter was known to 
and accepted by men who lived before Irenaeus, and whose 
opinions Irenaeus followed. It might, of course, be replied that 
the writer of 2 Peter was himself following the author or authors 
of this tradition, but this would hardly be reasonable. 

v. 23. 2, "Dies domini sicut mille anni"; v. 28. 3, 'r/ yap 'YJµlpa 
Kvp{ov W', xOua (T'Y}, 

Irenaeus does not tell us where he found these words which so 
strongly resemble those of z Pet. iii. 8. In both places he con­
nects them with Chiliasm; the world was created in six days, and 
will last six thousand years. It has been supposed that he borrowed 
this adaptation of Ps. xc. 4 from Justin, or from Barnabas, or from 
the Rabbis. But this point also will require to be further con­
sidered in a later section. 

Epistle of the Churches of Lyons and Vienne. 

177-179. 
Eus. H. E. v. r. 36, 5 5 ; 2. 3, lto8o, is used absolutely of" death." 
Ibid. v. I. 45, o 8t: 8ia µluov KatpOs olJK apyos av-ro'ts ov8t: O.Kap1ros 

ly[11£-ro, cf. 2 Pet. i. 8. 
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The Epistle, then, was known, if not to Irenaeus, to those with 
whom he was very closely connected. 

Let us notice another phrase in this letter-v. 1. 48, 8ia T'rj, 
dvarrrpocpij, avTwv /3Aa<r<pYJJJ,OVVT£<; T~V o86v, TOVTE<rTlV oi vioi Tij, 
d1rwAdas. Here we seem to find a combination of vers. 2 and 22 

of the Fragment of the Apocalypse of Peter, which is therefore 
older than the Viennese letter. 

Apocalypse of Peter. 

1.ro-r60, or more nearly 120-r40; Harnack. The use of the 
work by the Viennese Church warns us that the date can hardly be 
placed after r40. 

1, 7rOAA.OL Jt QVTWV lr:rovrnt t/;rn801rpocp~Tat KQl o8ov, KQl 86yµ,am 
7rOtKCAa T~<; a1rWA.£{as 8i8atov<nv, cf. 2 Pet. ii. I. 

1, TOS t/;vxa, lavTWV OOKtp,a(ovrn,, cf. 2 Pet. ii. 8. 
2 r' T61rov avxp,YJp6v, cf. 2 Pet. i. I 9. 
22, 28, {3Aa<r<pYJJJ,OVVT£S T~V o8ov ~- OtKQlO<TVVYJ,, cf. 2 Pet. ii. 2, 2I. 
30, 'Y/ frToA~, cf. 2 Pet. ii. 2 r, iii. 2. 

In his edition of the Fragment, Professor Harnack (Bruchstiicke, 
p. 7 r) says that the Apocalypse and 2 Peter are blutsverwandt, 
but does not pronounce upon the question of priority. In the 
Chronologie, p. 47I, he decides that the author of 2 Peter borrows 
from the Apocalypse. But I find it quite impossible to accept this 
view. Before the Apocalypse was written there had been violent 
persecution (oi 8iwtavns ToVs 8iKaCovi Kat 1rapa86vn, avTov,, 27; the 
verb TYJyavi(6µ,£voi, 34, belongs to the times of persecution; the 
word is used in the Viennese letter, Eus. H. E. v. 1. 38), of which 
there is no indication whatever in 2 Peter. Again, the description 
of hell, suggested as it is by Plato, Aristophanes, Homer, and 
especially Virgil, certainly points to a later date than the Epistle. 
Jiilicher thinks it not improbable that 2 Peter made use of the 
Apocalypse; and Kiihl goes so far as to suppose that 2 Pet. ii. may 
have been written by the same author as the Apocalypse. The 
three reasons given by Dr. Chase in the Dictionary of the Bible for 
thinking it impossible that the author of the Apocalypse should 
have borrowed from 2 Peter, appear to be wholly unsubstantial. 
I have suggested in the notes that the whole of the later Petrine 
literature owes its origin to 2 Pet. i. r5; these words gave the busy 
army of inventors the suggestion and the name for their works of 
imagination. If this view is tenable, we have here again a remark­
able proof of the authority of our Epistle in very early times. 

It has been said above that the Apocalypse of Peter bears 
traces of the influence of Virgil and Homer. The general idea which 
underlies the vision, that our pleasant vices are made the whips to 
scourge us, may be found in ,visd. xi. r 6, 8t' ~v Tl'> aµ,apTaV£l Otct. TOVTWV 
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Ko>..&.(£Tat, but in its concrete, pictorial development belongs to the 
Greek and Roman mythology. But even in details the Apocalypse 
closely resembles the Aeneid. Cf. the following passages :-

Apoc. 3, Ta JJ,EV y?i.p Utiip,aTa aVTWV ~v A€VKOT€pa 7rd.U'¥)', xiovo<; Kal 
lpv0poT€pa 1ravTOS p68ov, UVV€KtKpaTO 8€ TO lpv0pov avTWV Tu] ArnK4i, Kal 
U7rAW<; ov 8vvaµai l['¥}y~uau0ai TO KctAAO<; avTwv· ~ T€ y?i.p KOJJ,'¥) avTWV 
OVA.'¥} ~v Kal av0'¥}pd. Kal £1rt1rp/.1rovua avTWV T<i, T€ 1rp0Utii'1r!J,! Kal TO(<; 
Jµoi,, WU7r€p€l UTtef,avo<; EK vap8ouTaxuo<; 7r€7rA€,'JJ,tVO', Kat 7rOlKlAWV 
av0wv, ~ 6JU7r€p !pt<; £V aEpt, TOtaVT'¥} ~v avrwv ~ €V7rpf.7r€ta. 

Virg. Aen. i. 402: 

"Dixit, et auertens rosea ceruice refulsit, 
Ambrosiaeque comae diuinum uertice odorem 
Spirauere." 

For the contrast of white and rose in the complexion of beauty, 
see the description of Euryalus, Aen. ix. 43r-437, or of Aeneas, 
Aen. i. 588-593. Ov>..'¥/ KOJJ,'¥} Kal av0'¥Jpa is a reminiscence also of 
Hom. Od. vi. 230, Ktt8 8€ Kap'¥}TOS Ov>..a<; ~K€ Kop,as vaKtv0{v!J,! av0£t 
oµo[a<;. 

Apoc. 5, µfytuTOV xwpov EKTO<; TOVTOV TOV KOUP.,OV v7r_tp>..aµ1rpov T<i, 
ef,wT[, Kal TOV al.pa TOV fK€t UKTlUlV ~>..tov KaTa>..aµ1r6µ£Vov, Kat T~V y~v 
aVT~ av0ovuav ap,apavTOt<; av0£Ul. 

Virg. Aen. vi. 638: 

" Deuenere locos laetos, et amoena uireta 
Fortunatorum nemorum, sedesque beatas. 
Largior hie campos aether et lumine uestit 
Purpureo, solemque suum, sua sidera norunt." 

We may remember also the &.uef,o8£Ao<; >..np,tiiv of Hom. Od. xi. 539. 
Apoc. 6, the phrase To1ro<; avxp.,'¥Jp6'>, of the place of punishment, 

is taken from 2 Peter, but, used as it is in the Apocalypse, it calls to 
mind the words of Virgil, 

Aen. vi. 534: 

" U t tristis sine sole dom.os, loca turbida, adires." 

Apoc. 8, 9, r6, the region of torment is full of boiling mud. 
Cf. Aen. vi. 296, "Turbidus hie coeno uastaque uoragine gurges 
Aestuat"; 4r6, "Informi limo"; the boiling mud is that of Phlege• 
thon. 

Apoc. 6, OL KOAa(oVT€<; ayy€A.Ot UKOT€tVOV £!xov aVTWV TO Ev8vp.a 
\ \ Sf "' I KaTa TOV a£pa TOU T01l"OV. 
Virg. Aen. vi. 555 : 

"Tisi phone • • • palla succincta cruenta." 

Apoc. ro, Tov<; ef,ov£'i:<; lf3>..€7rov .•• /3£/3A'¥Jp.,lvou<; lv nvt T07r!J,! 
T£0Atp.,p,tv",! Kal 7r£1l"A'¥Jpwµtv",! Ep7r£Twv 1rov'¥)pwv, Kat 1r>..71uuoµtvov<; v1ro 
Tow 0'¥}p[wv EKdvwv. 



TESTIMONIA VETERUM 

Virg. Aen. vi. 570: 

" Continuo sontes ultrix accincta flagello 
Tisiphone quatit insultans, toruosque sinistra 
In ten tans angues uocat agmina saeua sororum." 
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Apoc. 11, ,roAAoL ,ra'i:8£, oZnvE, lf.wpot ET{Krovro (text of Canon 
Armitage Robinson) Ka0~µEVot EKAawv. 

Virg. Aen. vi. 427 : 

"lnfantumque animae flentes in limine primo." 

It may be strongly suspected that the author of the Apocalypse 
was a Western, who had read Virgil. The book first comes before 
our notice at Vienna, and in the Roman .i}furatorianum ; and these 
facts point in the same direction. Further, the Clementina mani­
fest so strong an interest in Rome that we may look for their origin, 
at any rate for that of their Grundschrift, in the same locality. Prob­
ably a good deal of the pseudo-Petrine literature came from Rome. 
But that the whole tone and conception of the Apocalypse is later 
than 2 Peter seems to me to be beyond a doubt. 

The so-called Second Epistle of Clement. 

130-170. 

xvi., yww<TK€T€ 8£ 6Tl 'PXETat ~8'] ~ ~µlpa TijS" Kp{crEWS" w, KM/3avo, 
Kat6JJ,EVOS" Kal TaK~<TOVTat ai 8waµn, TWV ovpavwv KUl ,racra ~ 'Y'f/ WS" 
µ6;\i/380, E'lTl 'lTVpl T']K6JJ,EVOS" Kal T6T€ cf,av~<T€Tal Td. Kpvcf,ia Kal cf,av€pd. 
•pya TWV av0pw1rwv. 

The author here quotes Mal. iv. 1 ; Isa. xxxiv. 4, but his view of 
the world-fire is that of St. Peter. Dr. Salmon (Introduction, p. 521) 
suggests that cf,av~crErat is an attempt to make sense out of the 
corrupt EilpE0~crErat of 2 Pet. iii. 10. Add that ~µlpa KplcrEw, in the 
New Testament is only found in Matthew's Gospel, in I John, and 
in 2 Peter. 

Ignatius. 
105-117. 
Eph., Preface, 'l']<TOV Xpt<TTOV TOV ®€0v ~µwv: see Lightfoot's 

note; the same phrase recurs Eph. xviii. ; Rom. iii.; Polyc. viii., 
cf. 2 Pet. i. 1. 

Eph. xii., ITavAOV ••• 8, El' 'lTCl<TTJ E'lTL<TTOAfj, cf. 2 Pet. iii. 
15, 16. 

Trail. xiii. 3, Ev <p EilpE0El']µEv lf.µwµoi, cf. 2 Pet. iii. 14. 
Magn. ix., ~ tw~ ~µwv ,hlmAEV, cf. 2 Pet. i. 19. 
No one of these phrases can be regardrd as conclusive; yet 

they are worth noticing as probably echoes of 2 Peter. 
14 
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Barnabas. 

70-79, Lightfoot; 130 or 131, Harnack. 
xv. 4, 1rpo<rlX£T£, TlKva, TL Aly£L T<> ::Svv£T£A£<r£v lv U -~µlpai,· 

'j'OVTO Atyn on lv ifaKLCTXLAloL, (TECTLV CTVVT£Al<rn Kvpw, Ta CTVfJ,'lraVTa. 
'H yap ~µlpa 1rap' aiiT<ii XLAla (.T'YJ' avT<» 8l fJ,Ol µapTvpEt Aiywv· 'Ioov 
CT~f',Epov ~µlpa (CTTat w, xl>...ia (T'YJ. 

See remarks on Irenaeus above; but here the 1rap' avne comes 
very close to Peter's 1rapa Kvp{cp. Hilgenfeld here quotes Lejto­
genesi's, 4, "Und (Adam) lebte 70 Jahre weniger als 1000 Jahre, 
denn 1000 Jahre sind wie Ein Tag nach dem himmlischen Zeug­
niss. Desswegen ist geschrieben iiber den Baum des Erkenntnisses : 
An dem Tage da ihr davon esset, werdet ihr sterben. Darum hat 
er die J ahre dieses Tages nicht vollendet, sondern er starb an 
demselben." 

Hermas. 
110-140, Harnack. 
In the Pastor there are a few words and phrases which may 

conceivably have been suggested by 2 Peter; Vi's. iii. 7. 1, T~v o8ov 
T~v aA.'YJ0iv~v: Sim. v. 7. 2, µia<rp,6,: Sim. vi. 2. 5, /3Alµµa, but in a 
different sense: Sim .. ix. 14. 4, 8v<rVO'YJTOS: Sim. ix. 22. 1, false 
teachers are av0t5.8ns. 

Clement of Rome. 

93-95, hardly as late as 97, Harnack. 
Here again we find several phrases which in the New Testament 

are pecular to 2 Peter; such are o 1rpocp'YJTLK<>, Aoyo,, xi. 2 : l1r61rT'YJ, 
(but it is here used of God), lix. 3 : p,wµo,, lxiii. 1 : JJ,£ya>...01rp£1r~,, 
i. 2. In vii. 6 we read Nw£ lK~pvf£v JJ,ETd.voiav, which not unnaturally 
suggests 2 Pet. ii. 5, Nw£ 8iKaiocrvv'YJ, K~pvKa. Bishop Lightfoot in­
geniously suggested that Clement may have borrowed his phrase 
from a lost passage of the pre-Christian third Sibylline book. See 
his note. 

Jude. 

The Epistle of St. Jude may, I believe, be confidently regarded 
as the earliest attestation of 2 Peter. But the point must be dis­
cussed at length in a separate section. 

§ 2. OBSERVATIONS ON THE TESTIMONIA 

The Second Epistle of St. Peter is very short; its subject, the 
disorders of a particular section of the Church, is of limited in-
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terest, and is treated in a vague and general way, very unlike that 
in which the same topic is handled in the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians, and conveying little information about the persons 
and circumstances in view; and it contains very few quotable 
phrases. It is probably very seldom quoted even in the present 
day. Yet its attestation is strong; if we accept the evidence of 
the Apocalypse of Peter, very strong; and if we accept that of 
Jude, overwhelming. 

Its authenticity was doubted by many in Jerome's time, because 
its style was supposed to differ from that of the ,First Epistle. 
Eusebius believed that it was not the work of St. Peter, chiefly 
because he could find no clear instance of its use by the "ancient 
presbyters." Origen knew that it was regarded with doubt, but 
gives no reason for the doubt, and was himself rather inclined to 
accept the Epistle. Of Clement we are expressly informed that 
he gave it a place in his Bible. Before the time of Clement, if we 
put aside the Apocalypse and Jude, we can on! y detect scattered 
phrases and words, which are found in 2 Peter, and of which several 
are not found elsewhere in the New Testament. 

Even scattered words and phrases, such as o8os -r~, J),:r10£fos, 
OVK apyos ov8f a.Kap1ros, aiwvws f3acn>..da, o 1rpo<p'Y}TlKOS >..6yos, 8vu­
v6'Y}TOS, have a certain weight. Phrases have histories. Even in 
our own time how many turns of expression are in vogue which, 
though apparently quite casual, have yet a definite origin, and mark 
the date of the document in which they occur. Not to speak of 
really great coinages, such as "evolution" or "survival of the fittest," 
let us take such trivial instances as "within a measurable distance of 
practical politics," "grand old man," "lost leader," "honest doubt," 
"sweetness and light." Every one of these current insignificant 
phrases belongs to a definite period. But they have become current, 
that is to say, they are constantly used by people who have not the 
slightest idea where they come from. The same fate may have 
befallen 2 Peter; the Church of Vienna, for example, may have 
quoted one of its phrases, and yet never have read the Epistle 
itself. Indeed, there is reason for thinking that the Epistle did 
not enjoy a wide circulation. Otherwise it would be difficult to 
account for the extremely bad state of the text. 

To this point attention has been drawn in the notes; but it will 
be of service to collect here those passages in which the best attested 
readings of the MSS. are either certainly or very probably wrong, 
or in which variants existed at an extremely early date. 

i. 2, 'TOV @wv Kal 'J'YJCTOV 'TOV Kvp{ov ~µ,wv. 
The right reading here is very probably -rov Kvptov ~µ,wv. See 

note. 
ii. 4, <Tlpo'is. 
This is probably the right reading. But KL P have unpa'is, and 
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this seems to have been what Jude found in his copy of the Epistle, 
and paraphrased by 3arµo7s ch3fo,,. 

ii. 13, a3iKOVJJ,€VO£ µur0ov a3iK{a,. 
This is the reading of ~BP, the Bodleian Syriac, and the 

Armenian; it is adopted by Westcott and Hort; Tregelles gives 
it a place in the margin ; and Tischendorf, though he reads Koµwv­
p,Evo,, remarks in his note, "a3iKovp,El'oi si aptum sensum praebere 
iudicabitur omnino praeferendum erit." 

ACK L, all other MSS., the Vulgate, m 97, Jerome, the Sahidic, 
Coptic, Aethiopic, Ephraem, Theophylact, Oecumenius have or 
translate KoµwvµEvoi. 

SyrP has a word which Tischendorf translates ementes. 
It is surely vain to try to get sense out of a&KovµEvoi. Perhaps 

it is worth while to notice that in the Sinaitic MS. &3,KovµEvoi comes 
at the end of a line, while the next line ends with &3,K{a,. It is just 
possible that a hasty scribe may have taken the a3iK- from the latter 
word. 

Koµwvµwoi will make sense, but not good sense. A few verses 
below µur0o, &3,K{a, means the temporal gain of unrighteousness, 
and the phrase can hardly have any other sense in the former place. 
What we appear to want is a participle which should give the sense 
of "seeking after." Ementes might suggest wvovµEvo,. KoµwvµEvo, 
has the look of a mere conjectural emendation. 

ll, I 3, amfrais. 
&ya-7l'at, is the right reading, though it is supported only by B, 

the Versions, and Jude. 
ii. 14, p,oixa>..{3o,. 
So B C K L P : ~ A and three cursives have µoixa>..{a,. 
Moixa>..{, means "adulterous" (Matt. xii. 39, xvi. 4), or "an 

adulteress" (Rom. vii. 3; Jas. iv. 4). "Eyes full of an adulteress" 
is certainly nonsense. Moixa>..{, is not a classical word, but occurs 
in later Greek; see Lobeck's Phrynichus, p. 452, note. Moixa>..{a 
apparently does not exist, and is indeed an impossible formation, 
as there is no verb µoixa>..Evw, nor noun µo{xa>-..o,. It may be 
observed that in ii. 18 the Sinai tic has µa07Jrni6n1ro, for µarai6r7Jro,. 
The scribe had the word p,a0rir~, in his head, and did not perceive 
his error till he had written the first two syllables. So here some 
still earlier scribe may have meant to write µoix{a,, but µoixa>..{, 
occurred to him, and he inserted a wrong syllable. Hence came 
the unmeaning µoixa>..{a,, which some well-intentioned copyist cor­
rected into µoixaM3o,. This error is older than any of the existing 
MSS. 

ii. I 5, rov BoCT6p. 
So AC KL P. B has TOV Biwp µiCT0ov &3,K{a, }iya'1!'7JCTav. ~ has 

TOV BEwopCTop µiCT0ov &3,K{a, 1iya1r"Y)CT€V, Probably in the original of 
the Sinaitic the words rov Biwp ;;, were illegible, and the scribe did 
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the best he could with them. The name Bosor does not exist. It 
will be observed that no single MS. has the right reading -rov 
BEwp ,k 

ii. I 6, 7raparf,povCav. 
This, again, is a vox nihili, but it is the reading of all the great 

MSS. Six cursives have 7raparf,po<n5vrJV, three 1rapavopJav: the 
latter is th~ better conjecture, as it is Peter's habit to repeat words, 
and 7rapavopJas occurs immediately before. 

iii. 3, lµ1raiyµovfJ. 
So ~ A B C P and many cursives. But this word also did not 

exist, and therefore cannot have been used by St. Peter. 
iii. 10, Ka-raKa~cn-rai. 
So A L and some of the Versions; C has &rf,avur0~crov-rai : ~ B K P 

and some Versions £vp£0~cr£-rai : the Sahidic and Bodleian Syriac 
translate non inuenientur; am fu harl omit the clause. Karn 
Ka~cr£-rai, &rf,avicr0~crovTai, seem to be mere corrections ; the right 
reading is probably ovx £vp£0~cr£-rai. But here again we find an 
error -which is older than any of the MSS. 

A document which exhibits so many serious textual corruptions 
can hardly have been very generally read, or very carefully guarded 
during the first stages of its existence. Yet there is some reason 
for thinking that 2 Peter exerted a considerable and widespread 
influence in very early times. Four points call for notice. 

One is the tradition preserved by Irenaeus, that the Gospel of 
St. Mark was written after the death of St. Peter. It may, of course, 
be said that St. Peter does not allude to St. Mark's Gospel in i. 15. 
But it may also be thought that he does ; and certainly his words 
may have been so understood. It is a fair conclusion that the 
statement given by Irenaeus was built by earlier writers on the 
Petrine passage. 

The idea that a day of the Lord was a thousand years, existed 
among the Rabbis. But it was by no means the only idea. Some 
held that the "day" was 36 5 years; some that it was 600. There 
was also great variety among the opinions held as to the duration of 
Messiah's reign; the Rabbis leave us to choose between 40, 60, 90, 
365, 400, 1000, 2000, and 7000 years. Elieser and some others 
fixed upon 1000 years, and defended this number by combining 
Isa. lxiii. 4 with Ps. xc. 4 (see Gfri:irer, Jahrhundert des Heils, ii. 
p. 252 sqq.). This is the opinion which underlies Apoc. xx. 4. 
In the Christian writers quoted above this peculiar explanation of 
the "day" is always connected with the millenary reign of Christ. 
It cannot be maintained that they all based their Chiliasm on our 
Epistle; yet Methodius expressly quotes 2 Peter, and the words of 
Barnabas bear a very close resemblance to the Petrine passage. 

It may be asked how the Fathers came to adopt one particular 
Rabbinic view as to the duration of a day of the Lbrd, and one 
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particular verse of the Old Testament as a proof of this view, unless 
they were guided by a Christian document to which they attached 
high authority. 

But the most remarkable fact is that St. Peter does not give his 
adaptation of Ps. xc. 4 any chiliastic turn at all. He employs 
it simply to prove the long-suffering of God, and to account for the 
delay of the Parousia. This is surely a sign of great antiquity. 
From the time of the Apocalypse and Barnabas to that of the 
Alexandrines, Chiliasm was practically the universal belief of the 
Church (see Justin, Trypho, 80-82), and it is extremely difficult to 
suppose that the author of 2 Peter, dealing as he is with the very 
verse out of which Chiliasm arose, could have refrained from some 
allusion to that opinion, if he had been writing at any date in the 
second century, or even late in the first. It may be observed here 
that he says not one word about the signs of the End. Clearly he 
felt strongly bound by the Lord's command not to speculate on 
the day or hour of the Parousia. This command was soon for­
gotten, and its observance ought to count largely in favour of our 
author. 

Another interesting point is the belief in the destruction of the 
world by fire. This also became the predominant opinion. 

Writing about the middle of the second century, Celsus says 
that Christians generally believed in a world-conflagration (Origen, 
contra Celsum, iv. II, 79), and treats the belief as arising from a 
misunderstanding of the teaching of Greek philosophers, that £K-
7rvpwruis and imKAv<Tw, alternate in the history of the world. Origen, 
in answer, refers to Josephus, Ant. i. 2. 3; to Deut. iv. 24; Dan. 
vii. JO; Mal. iii. 2 ; 1 Cor. iii. 12, but not to 2 Peter, and insists 
that the office of the fire, as described in Scripture, is to purify and 
not to destroy. It may be suspected that here we have a glimpse 
of one of Origen's reasons for his doubts about 2 Peter. 

In Clement, Strom. v. 14. 121, 122, we find an iambic passage, 
which is quoted also in the de monarchia (Otto, vol. iii. p. 136), and 
there attributed to Sophocles. The verses speak, not only of the 
world-fire, but of the Two Ways, and may be later than Barnabas. 
But the words rl:TI'avm Ta7r{yna Kat JA,£Td.p<Tia cp>..l.t£i 11.av£'trr' come very 
close to 2 Pet. iii. 1 o. 

Justin, Apo!. i. 20, appeals to the Sibyl and Hystaspes as 
authorities for the belief in the world-fire. The first reference is to 
Orac. Sib. iv. 172-177; this book is supposed to have been com­
posed in the time of Titus or Domitian. The prophecies of 
Hystaspes were Christian; as to their age, Clement (Strom. vi. 
5. 43) appears to say that they were quoted in the IIl.rpov 
K~pvyµa, the date of which is not later than A.D. 140-150 ( Chron­
o/ogie, p. 472). It may be suspected that both Hystaspes and the 
fourth book of the Oracles belong to the same family as the pseudo-
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Petrine literature. Justin's words explain the opening lines of the 
famous hymn : 

" Dies irae, dies illa 
Soluet saeclum in fauilla, 
Teste Dauid cum Sibylla" ; 

where the testimony of the Sibyl is coupled with that of the Psalms 
(probably Ps. xcvii. 3). 

But whence did the Sibyl and Hystaspes derive their opinion 
that the world would be destroyed by fire? It was held by 
the Valentinians, who may have borrowed it from the· Stoics; but 
it was opposed by Irenaeus (i. 7. 1 ), whose own belief was that the 
world would be transformed by fire, but not destroyed ( v. 3 6. 1 ). 

It is not to be found precisely in the Old Testament, though 
there are passages such as Ps. xcvii. 3, "A fire goeth before 
Him, and burneth up His adversaries round about" ( cf. Isa. 
xxxiv. 4, li. 6, lxvi. 15, 16, 22; Mal. iv. r, quoted by 2 Clement 
xvi.), where the fire of the Lord's presence, the refiner's fire, is 
described as burning up all evil, and so making a new heaven 
and earth. The general language of the New Testament does 
not go beyond this (Heb. xii. 29; 1 Cor. iii. 13, vii. 31; 2 Thess. 
i. 8; Apoc. xxi. r). Origen referred to Josephus, Ant. i. 2. 3, 1rpo­
dp7JK£v 'A'8a.µ, acf,avurµ,?w TWV OAWV luw·0ai, TOV f-1,EV KaT' luxvv 7rVpos, 
Tov lT£pov 'oe KaTa. f3{av Kai 1rll.7J0vv i!'8aTos : but this Adamic prophecy 
puts the world-fire before the Deluge, and this order is not merely 
accidental, as appears from the account of Seth and his two pillars, 
which immediately follows. We should infer from the words of 
Josephus that Adam foretold a catastrophe either by fire or by 
water; or again, if Josephus is quoting loosely, and we are not to 
insist upon the sequence of events, we may suppose that he spoke 
of the Deluge, and of the overthrow of Sodom. It is certain that 
the destruction of the. world by fire was not an article of faith 
among the Jews, for Philo argues strongly against it (de inc. Mundi). 

Here again we may ask how a doctrine which was regarded 
with much suspicion, as belonging to Stoicism and as preached by 
heretics, came, nevertheless, to be widely held, unless it was sup­
ported by some apostolic document. 

The Second Epistle of St. Peter must have been written before 
the persecution of Nero, and therefore must be older than the 
fourth book of the Sibylline Oracles. It is, then, quite a tenable 
opinion that the belief in the world-fire arose ultimately out of 
this Epistle. 

Lastly, it is not improbable that the whole prolific family of 
pseudo-Petrine literature springs from the hint given in 2 Pet. i. 15. 
The apostle had promised something more, and the temptation to 
supply it was irresistible. 
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§ 3. RELATION OF 2 PETER TO JUDE. 

Of these two writers one borrowed from the other; this is quite 
certain. 

The priority of 2 Peter was affirmed with confidence by Luther. 
No one, he says, can deny it. But since the time of Eichhorn the 
opposite view has gained ground, and is maintained with confidence 
quite as great. Holtzmann writes, "It is not necessary again to 
refute this hypothesis (of the priority of 2 P.eter), which at the 
present day is practically abandoned." Weiss says that "there 
can be no question " as to the priority of Jude. Professor Harnack, 
Reuss, J iilicher, von Soden, Dr. Salmon, are of the same opinion. 

Yet Luther's judgment has not been left without supporters. It 
has been defended in recent times by Dr. Lumby (in the Speakers 
Commentary), Mansel, Plummer (in Ellicott's Commentary), Spitta, 
and Zahn. 

An intermediate position is held by Kiihl, who thinks that 2 Pet. 
ii. r-iii. 2 is an interpolation; that the original Epistle was used by 
Jude; that the interpolation was taken from Jude. This peculiar 
view appears to rest mainly on two supports-(1) that Jude r7, 18 
is a quotation from 2 Pet. iii. 3; (2) that the Libertines of the 
second chapter have nothing to do with the Mockers of the third. 
The weakness of the latter argument is palpable. The theory of 
interpolation is always a last and desperate expedient. We shall 
see as we go on that the style of the Epistle is uniform, and that 
the second chapter has natural links of connexion with the first 
and with the third. Nor is there any mark of dislocation at the 
beginning or end of the passage which Kiihl supposes to have 
been thrust into the original text. 

When two writers, whose date cannot be precisely ascertained, 
are clearly in the position of borrower and lender, the question of 
priority must turn to a great degree on points of style, and these 
will always strike different minds in different ways. If the arrange­
ment of the one writer is more logical, and his expression clearer, 
than those of the other, it may be thought either that the first has 
improved upon the second, or that the second has spoiled the first. 
The criterion is of necessity highly subjective, and no very positive 
result will be attained unless we can show that the one has mis­
understood the other, that the one uses words which are not only 
not used by the other, but belong to a different school of thought, 
or that the one has definitely quoted the other. There are passages 
in our Epistles which furnish us with these means of decision. 

(a) 2 Pet. ii. 4, <rnpots locpov -rapTapw<ra, : Jude 6, 8£a-µ.o7s &.iB{oi,. 
Jude's words are most probably to be explained as a paraphrase 

of the ancient variant cmpa'i:,. It is just possible to find both the 
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"pits" and the "chains" in Enoch (see notes), but it is not easy to 
think that the two writers are here drawing independently from the 
same well. 

2 Pet. ii. I 1, ov cpipov<n KaT' aVTWV 7rapa Kvp{'I! f3>..da-cpr11wv 
Kp{a-iv ; Jude 9, ovK fr6Ap,YJ<rE Kpla-w breveyKe'i:v /3Aa<rcpYJp,{w;;. St. 
Peter says that the angels do not bring against 86[ai (the Fallen 
Angels) "a railing accusation in the presence of the Lord" (see 
note on the passage). This gives a perfectly good sense; the 
Angels are not like the False Teachers who do bring railing, 
scandalous, passionate charges against 86[ai, the leaders of the 
Church, and commit this sin in the presence and hearing of the 
Lord. But here Jude inserts his reference to the Assumption of 
Moses. The devil claimed the body of Moses on the ground that he 
was a murderer (because Moses had slain the Egyptian). Michael 
does not "charge the devil with blasphemy," as he might have 
done, but contents himself with saying, "The Lord rebuke thee." 
(See the Assumption of Moses in Hilgenfeld, Nouum Testamentum 
extra Canonem receptum; the passage in question does not exist in 
the large fragment which survives in a Latin translation, but is 
sufficiently attested.) The correct sense of Kp{a-iv erreveyKe'i:v {3>..aa-­
cpYJp,{a, is given by Origen, Ep. ad Alexandrinos, Lomm. xvii. p. 8, 
where, after referring to the words of Jude, he proceeds, "quidam 
eorum qui libenter contentiones reperiunt, adscribunt nobis et 
nostrae doctrinae blasphemiam," "they impute blasphemy to me 
and my doctrine." The passage exists only in a Latin translation, but 
the meaning is quite clear. Jude has, of course, omitted 7rapii Kvp{'I!, 
because the dispute between Michael and Satan did not occur in 
the presence of the Lord. But he has altered and spoiled St. Peter's 
point, and quite destroyed the parallel. The False Teachers did 
bring railing accusations, but did not bring accusations of blasphemy. 

(b) Jude has certain words, which may be called Pauline, and are 
certainly not Petrine. KAYJT6,, 1; ayw, (in the sense of "Christians"), 
3 ; 7rvevp,a, in the sense of" indwelling spirit," and if!vxiK6,, 19. Per­
haps we cannot lay great stress on the first of these words, but the 
second most probably, and the third and fourth certainly, are alien 
from the Petrine vocabulary. To St. Peter if!vx~ means the soul, the 
seat of the religious life, and he could not possibly use if!vxiK6, in the 
sense of carnal. Now it is surely far more natural to suppose that 
Jude was in the habit of using Pauline language, and slipped these 
words in without any sense of incongruity, than that 2 Peter, while 
following Jude slavishly elsewhere, cut out these words on doctrinal 
grounds. Anyhow, Jude mixes up the psychology of St. Peter with 
that of St. Paul, and this fact seems to tell heavily against J.;iim. 

(c) 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4, 'TOVTO 7rpwrov yivw<rKOVT€<; 6Tt eAeva-ovrnt e7r' 
ea-xfrwv 'TWV 'Y)JJ,Epwv EV EJJ,7ratyp,ovfi EJJ,7ratKTat Kara 'TU<; i8{a, em0vp,fa, 
avTWV 7ropev6p,evoi, Kal Aeyovn,, IIov EU'TLV 'Y/ f.7rayy£A{a 'T~<; 7rapova-{a<; 
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avTOV; Jude 1 7, 18, iJµ,£t<; ilE aya7rYJTO{, µ,v~<r07JT£ TWV f,71µ,ctTWV TWV 
1rpo£tp71µ,lvwv iJ1ro TWV U.7r0<FT6Awv TOV Kvp£ov ~µ,wv 'I71<rov Xpt<rTov, 6TL 
l.\£yov vµ,'iv, 'E1r' l<rx&.rnv XP6vov l<roVTal l.µ.1ratKTat KaTa Ta<; EaVTWV 
l.m0vµ,{a, 1ropw6µ.£voi Twv a<r£/3£Lwv. St. Peter gives the warning as 
his own, introducing it just as he does the other warning about the 
interpretation of prophecy, with the words, Tov-ro 1rpwTov yivw<rKovT£, 
(i. 20), and the Hebraism, l.v lµ,rraiyµ,ovfj lµ,rratKTai, is quite in his 
style (see note on ii. 12 ). Jude gives the words as a quotation, but as 
an apostolic commonplace. We cannot lay stress on the verb V,£yov 
when we remember the familiar phrase~ ypa<prJ Aiy£L. But prob­
ably Jude means that he could find the substance of the warning 
in the teaching of more than one of the apostles. No doubt he 
could have done so; we may refer to Acts xx. 29, or to the Chris­
tian prophecy recorded by St. Paul, 1 Tim. iv. r. Jude may very 
well be thinking of St. Paul as well as of St. Peter. But the point 
is, that this particular form of the prophecy is found only in 2 Peter. 
There is certainly strong reason for thinking that Jude is here 
quoting 2 Peter. The reader may consult the remarks of Ki.ihl, 
Spitta, Zahn (Einleitung, § 43, part ii. p. 81 of the second edition) 
on the one side, and of Jiilicher (Einleitung, p. 187) on the other. 
See also the notes on the passages in 2 Peter and Jude. 

It may be thought that the passages and words that have been 
adduced are such in kind and gravity as to form a presumption, 
perhaps it may be said a strong presumption, in favour of 2 Peter. 
But if so, this presumption ought not to be set aside unless it can 
be rebutted by weightier evidence on the other part. No such 
evidence can be adduced. The rest of the argument depends upon 
points of arrangement and style; which can establish nothing beyond 
a more or less vague opinion. Yet it will be worth while to run 
through the two Epistles, and note how far the conclusion already 
suggested is strengthened or weakened by considerations of a more 
general order. 

The Salutation of 2 Peter ends with the words x&.pis fiµ,'tv Kat 
£ip~v711r.\710vv0£{71. The formula agrees verbally with that of the First 
Epistle. It is a salutation of simple archaic type, combining the 
Christian equivalent for the current heathen xa{p£Lv with the ordinary 
Hebrew Peace. Jude has l.\£0, fiµ,'tv Kat £ip~v71 Kat ay&.1r711r.\710vv-
0£{71. The verb is the same as in I Peter; the nouns remind us 
of St. Paul's xapt<; l.\w, £ip~v7J, I Tim. i. 2 ; 2 Tim. i. 2 ; Tit. i. 4 ; 
see also 2 John 3. It should be observed that immediately before 
these words we find the Pauline KA7JTOt<;. St. Jude's formula is 
conflate and later. Some critics believe that 2 Peter is earlier than 
r Peter. But if it is later, and if the author was a forger, it is 
remarkable that he should have quoted the First Epistle here and 
here only. On the other hand, if the author was St. Peter himself, 
it is most natural that he should use his ordinary form of address, 
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and not surprising that every other part of the Second Epistle 
should differ from the First. 

The rest of the first chapter of 2 Peter forms an exordium. The 
author does not dash into his subject, but circles round it, dwelling 
upon thoughts of which we do not quite see the application till they 
are finally brought to a point. This method is characteristic also 
of the First Epistle, in which the special lesson of patient endur­
ance under persecution is slowly and gradually approached. In the 
Second Epistle the object is to guard the readers against the seduc­
tions of the False Teachers and Mockers. With this view the 
writer dwells first upon the fulness and completeness of the apos­
tolic teaching (ver. 3); next, upon its unique power; in this way 
alone we become partakers of the divine nature (ver. 4); next, upon 
the consequent necessity of moral and spiritual growth (vers. 5-10 ), 

which is the condition of entrance into the kingdom (ver. 11 ). From 
this he proceeds to the authority of the apostolic teaching. It 
rests, not on ingenious speculation, but on the witness of facts, 
especially of the Transfiguration (vers. 16-18), and is confirmed by 
Prophecy (ver. 19); but Prophecy must be rightly understood. 

This exordium is quite appropriate, and contains nothing to 
arouse suspicion, unless we are convinced that the Transfiguration 
is itself a myth. It abounds in thoughts and phrases which anti­
cipate not only the second, but the third chapter (&pe'T'l], evrrlf3ew, 
V71'0fJ-Ovq, cj,0opa, 13vvaµi<; Kat 7rapovrr{a, £71'ayyeAµa). 

Some of the phrases employed have been thought to belong 
to the second century; but without any reason. Deissmann (Bibel­
studien, p. 277, Eng. trans. p. 360) prints a portion of an inscription 
from Stratonicea in Caria. It contains the preface to a decree of the 
town council, and is supposed to belong to the year A.D. 2 2 or there­
abouts. It uses not only the phrase 7rarrav <r7rovl3~v elrrcj,lperr0ai ( 2 Pet. 
i. 5), but also 0da 13vvaµi, (2 Pet. i. 3). This latter expression was 
familiar to town authorities and citizens. It may be observed that 
lrr6riµo, (2 Pet. i. 1) is also a political word. It is quite possible 
that St. Peter's amanuensis was a Roman citizen, whether Silvanus 
or another, who had often seen inscriptions like that of Stratonicea, 
and was familiar with the language current among the officials by 
whom they were composed. ®e{a, Koivwvol cf,vrrews (2 Pet. i. 4) 
belongs rather to philosophy, but would be quite intelligible to 
any fairly educated man in St. Peter's time. 

St. J ude's opening consists of an address in two verses, and 
an introduction in one. He tells his people that he had been 
intending to write to them "about our common salvation," an 
ordinary pastoral letter, but "found it necessary to ":rite and exhort 
you to do battle for the faith once for all delivered to the saints." 
Spitta thinks that his words, rfi ,hat 7rapal3o0e[rrn rot, ay[oi,; 
7r{rrni, were suggested by rijs 7rapaoo0d<T'Y)'> QVTOt<; ay[ac; £VTOAij<; 
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(2 Pet. ii. 21). This may be the case; and, if so, it is a strong 
point in favour of the priority of 2 Peter. But, in any case, St. 
Jude here again uses a Pauline expression, rots a:y{oic;. Clearly, 
also, he was writing in a hurry. He had meant to do one thing 
and found himself obliged to do another. It is not difficult to 
suppose either that St. Peter's letter had reached him and opened 
his eyes to the mischief that was going on, or that sudden informa­
tion had been brought to him that Antinomian teachers were at 
work in his district, that time pressed, and that he copied out, with 
no very great alteration, as much of St. Peter's letter as he thought 
necessary. There would be nothing at all extraordinary in this. 
St. Jude's people were not the same as St. Peter's. 

We may notice here another phrase of St. Jude's, which comes 
a little lower down (ver. 5), "I wish to remind you, though once for 
all ye know all things," of the instances of God's judgment in similar 
cases. It is a hasty phrase. What Christians knew once for all, is 
the faith once for all delivered. The term does not apply very 
easily even to particular facts recorded in Old Testament history, 
still less does it apply to the doom of the fallen angels, or to the 
dispute between Michael and Satan. The words of Jude bear a 
close resemblance to those of St. Peter (i. 12 ), "Wherefore I will 
always remind you of these things (the promises, the need of 
growth in virtue), though ye know them." It can hardly be 
denied that the two passages are connected, or that St. Peter's 
phrase is much more natural and intelligible than St. Jude's. 

The second chapter of the Petrine Epistle follows easily and 
without any kind of dislocation from the first. Prophecy witnesses 
to the truth of the apostles' doctrine, but it must be rightly under­
stood. There were, as we know, those who did not interpret 
prophecy in the same sense as St. Peter. Further, even in Israel 
there were false prophets. "So among you there will be false 
teachers." There is some difficulty here about the future tense. 
St. Peter speaks of these fals(:) teachers partly in the future, partly 
in the present, and it is not quite certain whether he means that 
they are already at work in other districts and will soon invade the 
Churches to which he is writing, or whether we are to regard the 
future as meaning "there must be," "there are and al ways will be." 
St. Peter does not say expressly that the false teachers claimed to be 
prophets, but there can be little doubt that they did so, for they 
could hardly justify their doctrine except by a.n appeal to revelation. 
At any rate the analogy between false teacher and false prophet 
is so close that what is true of the one is in the main true of the 
other also. T.he point is, that it does not follow that every one 
who claims to be prophet or teacher is really what he professes 
to be. There must be a test. These teachers are false, because 
they introduce "heresies" (see note on this word), because they 
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deny the Lord who bought them, because they are immoral. They 
deceive men with lying words ; they will gain much success, and 
bring reproach on the way of truth, but their doom is destruction. 

With this passage (2 Pet. ii. r-3) the reader must compare 
Jude 4. St. Jude does not call his antagonists either teachers or 
prophets, though the word e11v1r11ia(oµ,£11oi, in ver. 8, may imply 
that they claimed prophetic inspiration. "Certain men," he says, 
"have slipped in." They are already at work. If we may take 
St. Peter's future, "there will be false teachers," as practically a 
present, St. Jude's letter may have been written very shortly after­
wards. On the other hand, St. J ude's language has been taken to 
imply a not inconsiderable interval of time. He goes on to say 
of these men that they are o1 1raAai 1rpoy£ypapphoi £ls TOvTo To 
Kp{µa. Spitta finds here a reference to 2 Peter; but it is much 
easier to take 1raAai to mean "in the ancient Scriptures," "in the 
Old Testament." But what is the meaning of TOVTo To Kp{µa? No 
judgment has been mentioned. For an explanation we must go to 
2 Pet. ii. 3, where, after the description of the false teachers, we 
find the words ois To Kp{µa (K7raAai ofJK &py£'i:. St. Jude goes on to 
say of these men that they are impious, that they change the grace 
of " our God " into licentiousness, and that they deny our only 
Master and Lord Jesus Christ. " Our God " is from 2 Pet. i. 1 : 

the concluding phrase is surely an exaggeration of St. Peter's Tov 
&yopacra!l'Ta afJTOVS 3£<T1/"0'T1JV &p110Vµ£11oi. Nay, St. Jude not only 
exaggerates, but rather spoils the phi:ase. St. Peter had more than 
one good reason for inserting &yopacra11m before 3£cr1roT1JV, 

Here follow in both writers the instances of God's judgments on 
the impious. It will be convenient to arrange the two lists side by 
side-

2 PETER. 

I. 

2. The Fallen Angels. 
3. The Flood (Noah). 
4. The Cities of the Plain (Lot). 

5· 
6. Balaam. 
7. 

JUDE. 

Israel in the Wilderness. 
The Fallen Angels. 

The Cities of the Plain (Lot 
is not mentioned). 

Cain. 
Balaam. 
Korah. 

It will be observed that St. Peter's instances are arranged in strictly 
chronological order, while J ude's are not. This fact has been 
counted by some in St. Peter's favour; by others, against him. St. 
Peter again twice couples an instance of mercy with an instance of 
judgment; this fact again has been reckoned both on the one side 
and on the other. We may notice that St. Peter, with his mind 
fixed on false teachers, naturally begins with the fallen angels, who, 
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according to Jewish tradition, taught men all kinds of wickedness. 
There is no particular point in St. J ude's first instance, but it may, of 
course, be said that St. Peter saw this, and accordingly left it out. 
The Flood St. Peter mentioned probably because Noah was a 
preacher of righteousness, a "dignity" who was blasphemed by man 
but approved by God. But the instance has a further value for 
him, because he is going to argue in the third chapter that as the 
world was once destroyed by water, so it will again be destroyed by 
fire. Here it may be said that St. Peter had a definite reason for 
adding. Nor is it conclusive, if we say that St. Peter is of a more 
merciful and pastoral spirit than St. Jude, and that his mention oi 
Noah and Lot points towards the beautiful saying (iii. 9) that God's 
will is that all men should come to repentance. It is true that 
there is a certain exaggeration and passion, and a fiery zeal for 
orthodoxy about St. Jude. He describes the sin of the Cities of 
the Plain ( 0.71"€.\0ovCTai 01T{CTw CTapKo, frlpa,) in such a way that it 
ceases to be parallel to that of the false teachers, and his view of the 
proper treatment of penitents (vers. 22, 23) is couched in language 
of great severity. Again, Cain, the murderer, is rather a fierce 
parallel. Some have indeed supposed that we have here Philo's 
whimsical allegorism, in which Cain is the type of the sceptic; but 
this is not at all in St. Jude's manner. The same fierce note sounds 
in the instance of Korah, who rebelled against the priests. St.Jude 
was evidently a zealot, and it may, of course, be said that the author 
of 2 Peter did not quite like this fire and fury, and did what he 
could to soften it down. But it seems more probable that the case 
was the reverse of this, that St. Jude did not think 2 Peter quite 
strong enough. 

Much has been written in Germany about what is called the 
Apokryphenscheu of 2 Peter. St. Jude makes free use of apocryphal 
authorities : he specifies the sin of the fallen angels, mentions the 
dispute between Michael and Satan, and quotes Enoch by name. 
The comparative reticence of 2 Peter is supposed to point to a date 
late in the second century, about A.D. I 70, when the idea of a canon 
of Scripture was taking shape, and men were beginning to look with 
suspicion on all books that were not included in the authorised 
lists. Hence, it is said, we must infer that 2 Peter abbreviated 
and expurgated Jude. But there is nothing in this argument.· 
Enoch was not absolutely rejected before the fourth century (see 
the introduction in Mr. Charles' edition), and the use made of 
Jewish tradition in 2 Peter is very similar to that which we find in 
1 Peter, or in Paul, who probably refers to the Assumption of Moses 
in Gal. iii. 19, and certainly adopts a Rabbinical fancy in I Cor. 
x. 4. Further, what I venture to think a conclusive reason for 
regarding the passage about Michael as an addition made by Jude 
has been given above, p. 2 1 7. 
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It may be asserted that Peter's mind is clearer and more intelli­
gent than that of Jude. In addition to the two instances cited (Ka{1r£p 
£lll6ra,, and the choice and arrangement of the historical examples), 
the reader should take note of the extraordinary haste and con­
fusion of Jude's censure on the people of the Cities of the Plain. 
He not only brings out that feature of their wickedness which is 
not applicable, but goes on to charge them in particular with "blas­
pheming digpities" (ver. 8). St. Peter does not fall into this error. 
What he says (ii. ro, r r) is that the false teachers blaspheme dignities, 
while the angels do not. Certainly St. Peter is the more intelligent 
of the two. On the other hand, he drops at times into awkward and 
confused expressions, and here Jude corrects him. One instance 
of this is to be found in 2 Pet. ii. 13, a badly constructed sentence 
which Jude (ver. ro) has straightened out, dropping the vulgar 
Hebraism (fr Ti, cp0opif- cp0ap~<roVTai), and making things much 
smoother. Another occurs in 2 Pet. ii. 1 7, where the metaphors 
are mixed up in the style of a Hebrew prophet; fountains and mists 
are punished with darkness. Here, again, Jude has laid his finger 
on the artistic defect. Fountains cannot be sent into darkness, he 
said to himself; no, but a<rTip£, 7rAaV'IJTai can (ver. 12). To some 
this will seem an obvious emendation in the style of Bentley; to 
others, again, the prettiness will appear to be a mark of originality. 

Of the concluding section of 2 Peter, of the Parousia section, 
there is only one distinct trace in Jude. Peter introduces it with 
the warning that "in the last days there shall come mockers, say­
ing, Where is the promise of His coming ? " Jude quoted the first 
clause as apostolic (see above), but omitted the second clause, in 
which the nature of the mock is defined. Now, if Peter, on the 
word "mockers," shut up his copy of Jude and plunged into 
original composition, it must be admitted that he has disguised 
the seam with phenomenal skill. On the other hand, if we read 
over Jude 16-19, it will be seen that vers. 17, 18 can be cut out with­
out damage either to the grammar or to the sense. Further, Jude 
has inserted the genitive Twv &.rn(3uwv, which is not wanted, and 
appears to be suggested by the quotation from Enoch, which he 
had inserted just before. It is possible that aµ,wµ,ov,, Jude 24, 
may have been suggested by aµ,wµ,~Tov,, 2 Pet. iii. 14, and 1rpo<r­
ll£x6µ,£voi, Jude 21, by 1rpocrOoKWVT£S, 2 Pet. iii. 14. 

If we are to ask why St. Jude omitted St. Peter's argument 
about the Parousia and the final section of 2 Peter generally, many 
answers may be suggested. It may be that he could not quite 
adopt St. Peter's reasoning. It may be that he thought that his 
quotation from Enoch was a sufficient proof of the Second Advent. 
It may be that among his flock Antinomianism was a burning ques­
tion, while the Parousia was not. It may be, again, that he did 
not quite like the way in which St. Peter speaks of St. Paul, for 
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Jude uses Pauline language, and clearly did not think that there 
was anything ov<rv61JTov in the epithet tf;vxiK6,. Or it may be simply 
that he felt that he had said quite enough, and had no time to spare. 
Sometimes there is a reason for an omission; thus Marcion intention­
ally left out parts of St. Luke's Gospel: sometimes there is none; thus 
in the Apostolical Church Ordinance the Way of Death is not given. 

Nothing has been said in this section about the argument from 
the vocabulary of the two Epistles. This point has been worked 
out with great elaboration by Spitta. It is difficult to see how the 
question can be posed in such a manner as to admit of a definite 
answer. Yet there are two points on which it is possible to lay 
some weight. Jude undoubtedly borrows from a vocabulary which 
is not St. Peter's; and it is noticeable that these peculiar words 
occur before and after the description of the Antinomian teachers, 
in those introductory and concluding verses which are, in the main, 
St. J ude's own property. Again, the style of 2 Peter is uniform 
throughout, and its most distinctive feature, the habit of repeating 
words, marks all three chapters alike. But we must deal with this 
subject, which is of great importance, in the following section. 

§ 4. VOCABULARY, GRAMMAR, AND STYLE OF 2 PETER, 

The following words are found in 2 Peter, but not elsewhere in 
the New Testament: 

• A0wp,o,1, 0.KaT<i?TaV<TTOS ( v.l. 0.KaT<i?Ta<TTo, ), d/1.W<Tl,1, O.JJ,a0~,, 
ci?Tocf,evyeiv1, &pyetv1, <i<TT~plKTOS, aiJXJJ,1Jp6,, /311.iJJ,JJ,a, {36pf3opos1, (3pa­
tivrrf,, Olavy<i(eiv, <)v<TV61)TO!,, f."'/KaTOlKELV, (KT."a/1.al, (Aeyti,1, f.JJ,?TalyJJ,OV~, 
£VTpvcf,iiv1, £taKo/l.ov0etv1, £$ipaµ,a, £'1T<iyyeAJJ,a, £?T6?TT1),1, l<T6TtJJ,O,, KaTa­
KAv(Hv1, KaV<TOV<T0ai, KV/1.l<TJJ,a, A~01)1, JJ,EyaAo?TpE?T~,1, JJ,£YL<TTOS1, µ,{a<TJJ,a1, 
JJ,la<TJJ,6,1, JJ,V~JJ,1)1, JJ,VW?T<i(Hv, µ,wJJ,o,1, &11.{yw, (v.l. 0J1Tws), 6JJ,{XA1)1, ?Tapa­
cppov{a (v.f. r.apaVOJJ,{a), ?Tap€l<ray€lv, ?Tap€l<Tc/,£p€lv, '11"/I.U<TT6,, pol(1)06v, 
<r€lp6s (v.l. <THpa), <TT1JpiyJJ,6,, <TToixefov1, (in sense of physical elements), 
<TTpe/311.ovv\ TapTapovv, Taxiv6,1, ncf,povv, ~Km0ai1, TOl6<roe1, TOAJJ,1JT~., 
{i,1, cpw<rcp6pos, tf;evooblOa<TKa/1.0<;, f.?T{AV<Tl,1• 

Words marked (1) are found in the Greek versions of the Old 
Testament. See Hatch and Redpath. 

'EJJ,?TaiyJJ,ov~, -rrapacppovla are probably due to corruption of 
the text. See above, p. 2 I 3. On /3AiJJ,JJ,a, Kav<rov<r0ai, see note. 
'E?T6'1TT1J, is used in the Old Testament only of God, Esth. v. 1 ; 

2 Mace. iii. 39; 3 Mace. ii. 21. 

Leusden counts one thousand six hundred and eighty-six ct?Ta$ 
Aey6JJ,eva in the New Testament. As there are twenty-seven docu­
ments, this would give them about sixty-two apiece. In 2 Peter 
there are fifty-five, which, considering the brevity of the Epistle1 

is a very high number. 
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The vocabulary of 1 Peter is dignified; that of 2 Peter inclines to 
the grandiose (Jtlpaµa, e1r61r-r-r1s, poi{'YJS6v, rnprnpovv, n<f,povv). 

By the help of Bruder we may make a list of about three hundred 
and sixty-one words which are found in I Peter but not in 2 Peter. 
Among words which, in spite of the great difference of subject, we 
might have expected to find in the latter Epistle, are the following: 

'Ayuf{nv, &.yiaa-µ6s, &.yv{{nv, &.yv6s, avay£vvav, 0.1T'OKO.A.Vi/tts, 8ota{€LV, 
EA€€tV, ~A€0S, £A.1r{{nv, D,1r{s, £1T'lKO.Avµµa, £vayy£'A.{{€tV, Ka0ap6s, KA.'YJpO­
VOf-1,€tV, KA.'Yjpovoµ{a, µaKapws, v~<f,nv, olvo<f,>..vy{a (with KWf-1,0L, 1r6Toi), 
Jvop,a, 1rapotK{a, 1rapOlKO'>, 1T'Oljl,a{V€lV, 1T'Olf-1,~V, 1ro{p,VlOV, . 7rp£a-/3VT€pos, 
a-Kavoa'A.ov, U-KOA.t6s, U-VV€lD'YJU-lS, V'lrQKO~, v1r6Kpta-is. 

In 2 Peter there are about two hundred and thirty-one words which 
are not found in I Peter, and some of these, again, are remarkable : 

"AKap1ros, avoµos, apy6s, /3aa-lA.€la, mo'A.~, £1rayy£Ala, £1rayyl'A.­
A.£a-0ai, l.1rayy€A.f-l,a, l.mytv6JU-K€lV, l1rlyvwa-is, €Va-£/3~s, £va-l./3£ta, 0lios, 
a-WT~P, V1T'Of-l,lfJ-V1a-Kw, v1r6µv'Yja-ts, v1roµov~. 

On the other hand, there are certain points of similarity. Zahn 
(Einleitung, part ii. p. 108) gives the following list: 

'Avaa-Tpo<f,~. avaa-rpE<p£a-0ai, a1r60£a-lS (this word is peculiar to 
I and 2 Peter), ap£T~ of God (but probably in a different sense), 
i1r61rTai (cf. l1ro1rT£vnv, I ii. 12, iii. 2), aa-T~ptKTos and a-Tripiyµ6s 
( cf. a-rript{nv, l v. I0 ), a-1r{A.0L KUL µwµoi and aa-mAos KUL aµtiJP,'YjTOS 
( cf. aa-1ri'A.os Kal aµwµos, I i. 19 ), aKaTa1rava-TOVS &.µapTlas ( cf. 1rt1T'aV'Tal 
&.µapT{as, I iv. I), aa-i'A.yna, iftvx~ (in sense of "soul"). B. Weiss 
(Einleitung, p. 445) considerably extends this list; the most notice­
able fact that he adds to it is the fondness of both I and 2 Peter 
for the plural of abstract nouns. 

In 2 Peter there are even fewer particles than in I Peter. The 
author never uses µlv. He employs very few Hebraisms; there are 
a couple of reduplications & cp0opi, cf,0ap~a-ovTat, ii. 12 ; lv i.µ1raiy­
µovy lµ1ratKTat, iii. 3; in ii. 10 we have Totis &1r{a-w a-apKos 1ropevo­
µlvovs: in ii. 1, a1pla-m a1rwA.£las: in ii. 14, KaTapas TEKva. The 
article he uses much in the same way as I Peter; sometimes 
omitting it, as with apxalov K6a-µov, ii. 5 ; sometimes again employ­
ing it with unexpected freedom and elegance, for instance i. 4, Tijs 
i.v T'f Koa-µcp €V i.m0vµ[q. <f,0opas: iii. 17, r-u TWV &.0ta-µwv 1rA.d.V'{J: 
cf. i. 8, 16, ii. 7, ro, 22, iii. 5, 12. The expression in the first 
chapter is easy and clear; in the later chapters it becomes at times 
laboured, turgid, involved, and obscure, especially in two passages, 
ii. 12-14, iii. 5-7. Some allowance must be made here for passion, 
for the writer was clearly deeply moved by his subject. It should 
be noticed also that the writer of 1 Peter is extremely embarrassed 
at times ; see iii. 2 o, 2 1, iv. 3-6. 

Two features of the style call for special notice. One is the 
habit of repeating words. The following instances may be given : 

i. 5, II, lmxop'Y)y£'i:v: i. rn, 19, /3i/3aws: i. 12, r 3, 15, iii. r, 
15 
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V7f'OJ1,lJ1,V~<TK£LV, £V v1roµv~<rei, µv~µ'Y}v 7f'OlEL<T0ai : i. 17, 18, lvex0e{<T'Y)', 
lvex0li<rav: i. 10, 15, iii. 14, <T7f'Ov3al£Lv: i. 4, ii. 18, 20, a1ro<f,evy£Lv: 
i. 20, 2 l' 1rpO<p7JTda: i. 20, iii. 3, TOVTO 1rpwTOV yivwcTKOVTE',: ii. I. 3, 
iii. 7, l 6, o.1rwAeta: ii. 4, 5, l<j,e{<raTo : ii. 4, 9, 17, iii. 7, T'YJpe'iv: 
ii. ro, II, 12, /3,\a<r<p7Jµo,, /3Aa<r<p7Jµe'i:v: ii. 2, 15, 21,086,: ii. 14, 18, 
ae,\ecf(eiv: ii. 16, 18, <j,0lyye<r0ai: i. 16, ii. 2, 15, ltaKOAov0e'i:v: 
ii. 13, 15, µi<r0o, a3tKla',: ii. 21, iii. 2, €VTOA~: ii. 4, 17, t6<f,o,: 
ii. 9, iii. 7, ~µlpa Kpi<rEW',: iii. 12, 13, 14, 1rpo<r80KaV: iii. 10, 12, 
<TToixe'i:a Kav<rovµeva: i. 3, 20, ii. 16, 22, iii. 3, 16, 17, Wwc i. 16, 
iii. 4, 12, 7rapow{a. This list might be considerably extended. 

Three reflexions may be made upon this peculiarity: 
(1) The repetitions extend throughout the Epistle, and form a 

strong guarantee of its unity against Kiihl's theory of interpolation. 
( 2) Some of the repetitions disappear in the parallel passages of 

Jude, who has, for instance, only the single µi<r0ov (ver. II) for the 
duplicated µi<r0os a3iK{a, of Peter, and corrects the Hebraisms lv 
<j,0op~ <j,0e{pe<r0ai, lv lµ'lf'aiyµovfi lµ1ra'i:Krai. Jude avoids repetitions; 
thus in the verse just quoted we have Mos Tov Ka{v, 'lf'Aav'Y} Tov 
Ba,\a&µ, avTLAoy{a Tov Kopl, and three different verbs are em­
ployed. He has a certain skill in devising synonyms. If we 
take his opening and concluding passages, where he is most 
independent, we find the phrase KaTct. Tct., fovTwv lm0vµ{a, 1ropev6-
µevoi used twice, 16, 18; 'lf'{<TTl'i occurs twice, 3, 20; ct7rat twice, 
3, 5; l,\eos twice, 2, 21; l,\ee'iv twice in 22 and 23 (though this 
is doubtful; see note). But he has more style than Peter, and 
is not given to the needless iteration of insignificant words. It is 
therefore important to observe that in the parallel passage he does 
repeat several of the words which are repeated in 2 Peter, T'Y)pe',,v, 
6 (bis), 13, 21; t6<f,os, 6, 13; Kpl<ri,, 6, 9, 15; /3Aa<r<p7Jµe'i:v, /3,\a<r­
'P'Y//L{a, 8, 9, 10. Now, on these facts it seems far more natural to 
suppose that Jude pruned down, but could not wholly eradicate, 
the repetitions of Peter, than that Peter copied and exaggerated a 
not very marked feature of Jud~'s style. Indeed, we should have 
to suppose that Peter was so captivated by J ude's tautology that 
he introduced the same trick freely into his own first and third 
chapters, where he was writing his own thoughts in his own way. 

(3) It is to be observed that the same habit of repeating words 
is noticeable also in 1 Peter. The following instances may be given : 
i. 7, 8, 86tav, oeBota<rµlvTI: i. 3, iii. 21, ai' ava<TTCl<TEW<; 'I'Y)<TOV Xpt<TTOV: 
i. 7, 13, iv. 13, v. 1, a1roKaAvtfris: i. 9, 10, <TWT'Y)p{a: i. 15, 16, 3.yw, 
(quater): i. 15, 17, 18, ii. 12, iii. 1, 2, r6, ava<rTpE<pe<r0ai, ava<r­
TpO<p~: i. 2, 14, 22, V7f'QKO~: i. 3, 23, avayevvav: i. 25, p~µa (bis): 
ii. 4, 5, ,\{0o, twv, 1rvevµaTLKO', : ii. 4, 6, £KAEKTOV, £VTlfJ-OV : ii. 5, 9, 
iepaTEvµa : ii. 9, I o, ,\ao<; (ter) : i. I, ii. l l, 1rape1r{O'YJ/LO'i : i. l 7, 
ii. II, 7rapoiKla, 1rapolKO'i: ii. 12, 14, iii. r6, iv. 15, KaK07f'OlO',: ii. 
14, 15, 20, iii. 6, iv. 19, aya001roi6,, -7f'Ote'iv, -1roda: ii. 19, 20, 23, 
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and nine other places 1r&.crxnv : ii. 13 and six other places hor&.cr­
crecr0ai: iii. I 6, 2 I' crvve{8")CTl'i: iii. I 8, I 9, 7rl'EVJ1,U: iv. 1, 1ra0wv 
crapK{ (bis): i. 13, iv. 7: v. 8, v~cpnv .: v. 5, 6, ra1rnv6s-, ra1reivovv. 
This list aJso might be extended. 

The habit of verbal repetition is therefore quite as strongly 
marked in the First Epistle as in the Second. This is a matter of 
very high importance. It forms a striking link between the two 
Epistles; and, further, if we suppose St. Peter to have employed an 
amanuensis, and to have allowed him considerable freedom, it is 
yet just in such a point as this that we should expect, the mental 
habit of the real author to be visible through the disguise. 

Another curious feature of the style of 2 Peter is its tendency 
to fall into iambic rhythm. Many sentences can be turned into 
tragic senarii with very little alteration; thus: 

ii. 1, TOI' ayop&.cravra 8ecr1rOT1)V apvo-vµevot. 
ii. 3, 7rAUCTTOtCTlV fiµas lµ1roprucrovrai >..6yois-. 
ii. 4, ®eos- OVK lcpdcrar' aA.Aa crnpotcrt (6cpov 

frapr&.pwcrev Eis- 8{K1JV T1JPOVJ1,tVOVS'. 
In i. 19 the cadence and the colour of the words are the same, and 

in the third chapter again there is a perceptible approach to the 
movement of blank verse in the sonorous futures passive, and in the 
character and metrical value of the language, as, for instance, in 
CTTOlXELa Be KUVCTOVJLEVa Av0~CT£Tat or ovpavol ,rvpovµevoi Av0~crovTat. 

The Attic tragedians were diligently studied and imitated by 
Jewish poetasters in Alexandria ; for instance by Ezekiel, of whom 
some fragments have been preserved by Eusebius (Prep. Euang. 
ix. 28 sqq.). Our knowledge of this interesting man is derived 
through Eusebius and Clement of Alexandria from Alexander 
Polyhistor, a contemporary of Sulla. Ezekiel, probably with the 
special view of introducing the Bible to the knowledge of cultivated 
Greeks, dramatised Exodus in iambic trimeters, and possessed a 
tolerable, though not immaculate, command of the metre. In his 
Exodus he described a wonderful bird which appears to be the 
phrenix, and this may be the source of the reference to the phrenix 
in the epistle of Clement of Rome. 

There were many of these Jewish iambic writers. Some of them 
seem to have palmed off their compositions under the names of the 
famous classic dramatists; thus in the Stromata of Clement (v. 14. 
113 sqq.) we find passages ascribed to Sophocles, Menander, 
Diphilus, which are certainly of Jewish manufacture. Such extracts 
were collected in anthologies, and were probably widely known 
among educated Ghristians at a very early date. Some of the first 
Christians had even read the classic dramatists ; thus St. Paul 
quotes (1 Cor. xv. 33) a verse of Menander, and even in the Apoc­
alypse is found a phrase yeµovcras- 0vµiaµ&.rwv (v. 8), which may 
possibly be derived from Sophocles, 0. T. 4. A possible reminis-
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cence of Menander has been pointed out in the note on 1 Pet. ii. 
16. The habit of iambic composition passed over into the Church, 
and Irenaeus (i. 15. 6) gives some verses of this kind written by 
b 0,7,o, 1rpar/3VT'Y)'> Kal K~pvt T~, aA:YJ0,[a, on the heretic Marcus. 

In Clem. Alex. Protrept. vi. 68 ; Strom. v. 11. 7 5, will be found 
some lines attributed to Euripides. One of these passages, which 
runs thus: 

7rOLOS o' av oiKOS TEKT6PWP 7r/\(L(T0e,s i!,ro 
oeµas TO 0e'iov ,repifJcil\o, rolxwv ,rrvxa'is, 

is clearly taken from 1 Kings viii. 27. Here the author is treating 
of Solomon, at any rate he is representing the words of Solomon, 
and it is possible that Proverbs had been wholly or in part versified 
by one or another of these Jewish paraphrasts. It may be per­
missible to suspect that the 1rapoiµ{a given by 2 Pet. ii. 2 2 comes 
in its actual shape from such a source as this. Certainly it falls 
very readily into iambics : 

h' to,ov ef;epaµ' E'IT'UJ'Tp€q><L KUWP, 
~s r' is Kvl\,,,µa fJopfJ6pou l\el\ouµev-q, 

We should thus be able to account, not only for the combina­
tion of the biblical proverb about the dog with the non-biblical 
proverb about the sow, but for the use of the remarkable words 
itlpaµa and Kvt..urµa. (See note on this passage; and for further 
information on the subject of Jewish Alexandrine poetry, refer to the 
Fragments of Alexander Polyhistor in Muller, Fragmenta Histor­
icorum Graecorum ; Schi.irer, Jewish People in the time of Christ.) 

If the iambic writers really did exercise a certain influence on 
the style of 2 Peter, two questioHs arise. Is the fact consistent 
with an early date? and again, Is it possible to suppose, in view 
of this peculiarity of style, that the two Epistles of Peter were 
written by the same hand ? 

To the first question it may be answered, that the marked 
features of literary style in the second century are Homerism in 
vocabulary and Platonism in thought. Of the former there are 
possibly some faint traces in 2 Peter (see notes on ii. 14, 17), 
though not more than we can well account for in a contemporary 
of Philo's ; of the latter there are none. 

To the second question, again, there is an answer. Many writers 
who compose, as a rule, in pure prose, fall at times, consciously or 
unconsciously, into metre. We have a familiar instance of this peculi­
arity ready to hand in the case of Charles Dickens. Take the follow­
ing passage, which has often been quoted, from Martin Chuzzlewit: 

" If there be fluids, as we know there are, 
Which conscious of a coming wind, or rain, 
Or frost, will shrink and strive to hide themselves 
In their glass arteries ; 
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May not that subtle liquor of the blood 
Perceive by properties within itself, 
That hands are raised to waste and spill it; 
And in the veins of men run cold and dull 
As his did in that hour ! " 

Dickens was familiar with the grave cadences of the stage, and 
here the solemnity of his theme, the mysterious sense of impending 
disaster, shapes his imagination so that his thoughts naturally fall 
into the appropriate vehicle of tragic metre. It is by no means diffi­
cult to suppose that the author of 2 Peter was uplifted in the same 
way. He sees men bringing blasphemy on the way of Truth, and 
defying the terrors of God's judgment. Possibly he knew some­
thing of the Greek tragedians, certainly the swelling and sometimes 
turbid imagery of Wisdom and of the Hebrew prophets would 
recur to his mind. His imagination rises above the region in 
which it habitually dwells; but it rises heavily, and with effort. 
He is no Isaiah, nor even Malachi ; yet for once he is treading 
the same heights, and endeavouring to speak as they would have 
spoken. There is a certain dignity in the style of 1 Peter, which, 
under stress of excitement, might easily become grandiose, and 
even a little incoherent. Both these traits may be discerned in 
2 Peter, though they have been absurdly exaggerated. 

Jerome noticed a diversity of style between the two Epistles, 
but it does not appear that Eusebius, Origen, or Clement, who, on 
such a point, were much better authqrities, had raised this objec­
tion. Even greater differences of style were observed by ancient 
critics in the works of Aristotle and Plotinus. They may be 
detected in the undoubtedly genuine works of Thomas Carlyle, 
or in those of Wordsworth, or of Burns. It is a common remark 
that artists have an earlier and a later manner, or that their inspira­
tion and gift of expression vary with their theme. Unless we can 
say of two writings that they exhibit a different personality and 
tone of mind, a different way of regarding the same objects, it is 
extremely difficult to say at what point formal unlikeness amounts 
to incompatibility. 

Another distinction which has been pointed out between the 
manners of 1 and 2 Peter is the comparative paucity in the latter 
of allusions to the Old Testament or to the gospel. 

1 Peter sometimes refers to the Old Testament, as when he 
speaks of Noah and Sarah, repeatedly quotes it, and constantly 
uses words and phrases which easily remind the reader of their 
biblical origin. On the other hand, though 2 Peter often refers 

· to the Old Testament, appealing to it for the instances of judgment 
and the method of creation, he can hardly be said to quote it, and 
his allusions are not so numerous. The passages specially marked 
by the use of large type in Westcott and Hort's text are five: 
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ii. 2 = Isa. Iii. 5; ii. 22 = Prov. xxvi. 11; iii. 8 = Ps. xc. (lxxxix.) 4; 
iii. 12=Isa. xxxiv. 4; iii. 13=Isa. !xv. 17; !xvi. 22. \\'c may add 
dp~VYJ 1rAri0vv0d11, Dan. iii. 31 ; alwvw, /3a<nA.da, iii. 33 ; KaTa­
K/1.vap,ov i1rayHv, Gen. vi. 17; i1r' iaxaTWV TWV YJJLEpwv, Josh. xxiv. 
27; iv Tu} ay{"! opn, Ps. ii. 6; YJJLEpav it ryp,ipa,, Gen. xxxix. 10; 
Esth. iii. 7 ; Isa. !viii. 2 ; 086,, ev0Eta 086, are biblical phrases; 
UaKoAov0Etv 084' is found in Isa. lvi. 11 and elsewhere; oT8E Kvpw, 
EvaE/3Et, iK 1rHpaaµov pvEa0ai is a reminiscence of Ezek. xiii. 2 1 or 
some similar passage; 1ropEv£a0ai 01r{aw (only here and once in 
Luke) is found in Deut. viii. 19; µ~ /3ovAop,Ev6, nva, &1roA.l.a0ai &AA.a. 
1ravra, El, JLETavoiav xwp~aai is a paraphrase of Ezek. xxxiii. 1 I. 

Further, we must take account of a number of detached words­
Ka0apiap,6,, KaTaarpo<f,~, KaTa1rovEta0ai, <TK~vwp,a, vvaTatnv, µwµos: 
others are noticed in the catalogue of chat A.Eyop,Eva given at the 
beginning of this section. Objection may be taken to some of the 
instances here cited (see Dr. Chase, Dictionary of the Bible, p. 807); 
but, however carefully the list is sifted, enough will remain to show 
that the author of 2 Peter knew his Greek Bible well, and applied 
its thoughts and speech with facility. 

It must be allowed that 2 Peter is not so saturated with the 
Old Testament as I Peter. But on this point great allowance must 
be made for the difference of subject. If a clergyman were to write 
two sermons, one on patience in affliction, another on a peculiar 
form of Antinomian agnosticism, he would find fifty texts applicable 
to the former subject for one that lent itself to the latter. And if 
2 Peter's use of Hebrew scripture differs from that of I Peter to 
some extent in degree, it yet agrees with it in one remarkable point, 
the' manner in which scripture is blended with tradition. In this 
respect the two Epistles are very similar, and both differ from Jude. 

In I Peter, again, there are numerous allusions to words or 
facts which are to be found in the Gospels. In 2 Peter only 
three unquestionable instances have been pointed out. We find 
the phrase yiyovEV aVTOl<; Ta laxam XE{pova TWV 1rpwTwv, ii. 20, cf. 
Matt. xii. 45; Luke xi. 26; a reference to a prophecy made by 
Christ of the "speedy" or "sudden" death of the author, i. 14, cf. 
John xxi. 18, and an account of the Transfiguration. To these 
we may add TOV &yopaaavTa avTOV<; 8E(T71'0TYJV &pvov1uvoi, ii. 1, cf. 
Matt. x, 33; a possible reminiscence of Luke xiii. 7, 8 in ovK 
&pyov, ov8e &Kap1rov,, i. 8 ; and 'Y/ i1rayyEA{a T'I/> 1rapova{a, avrov, iii. 4, 
cf. Matt. xxiv. It has been objected that we should have expected 
to find much more than this. But there is nothing in the Gospels 
so directly applicable to the particular subject of Christian anti­
nomianism as the words of our Lord in Matt. xii. 45; the quotation 
is, at any rate, extremely apt. Again, St. Paul deals with the same 
error, the misinterpretation of Christian freedom, in the same way 
as St. Peter, relying upon general Christian principles, but never 
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even once quoting the words of Christ. Yet, again, the objection is 
like the Delphic knife; it cuts with two edges. If it is difficult to 
understand why St. Peter does not quote the words of our Lord, 
it is far more difficult to explain why a forger, late in the second 
century, does not. The apostles, as all their letters show, did not 
feel bound to be constantly quoting. This habit begins with St. 
Clement of Rome. 

Spitta finds another reference to the gospel history in the words 
Tov KaAt<raV'To, ~µas (i. 3). Christ in person called the apostles. 
The interpretation of the pronouns in the first chapter is much dis­
puted, but Spitta is very possibly right. On this point the reader 
may consult the notes. 

That the reference in i. 14 is to the prophecy of our Lord, 
recorded in the last chapter of St. John's Gospel, may be regarded 
as certain, in spite of Spitta's objections (see the answer of Dr. 
Chase in the Dictionary of the Bible); and that the incident described 
in i. 16 sqq. is the Transfiguration, has been doubted only by Hof­
mann. The details of these two passages will be found in the 
notes ; here two points only need be considered. 

It has been asked why St. Peter, when he is undertaking to 
prove the truth of the Second Advent, should select for his purpose 
the Transfiguration rather than the Ascension. It may seem a 
curious choice, when we remember the words of the angels in Acts 
i. r I. Yet reasons may be found. It is possible, indeed most 
probable, that those who denied _the Parousia denied also the 
Resurrection ; and, if this was so, it was useless for St. Peter to meet 
them by blankly affirming the fact of the Ascension. Nor could he 
well quote the promise of our Lord Himself (Matt. xxiv. 30), for 
this also they denied. But if all the rest of the gospel history was 
accepted by his opponents, the story of the Transfiguration was 
common ground. It may be noticed that St. Peter does not use 
the Transfiguration to prove the Parousia, but to prove the credibility 
of the apostles who had preached the Parousia. For this purpose 
the incident was admirably suited. The apostles had on that 
occasion not only beheld the majesty of the Lord, but had heard a 
voice from heaven; they had come into direct communication with 
God, and this fact was a strong guarantee of the general truth of 
their teaching. May we not also think that the Transfiguration 
may have been directly suggested to St. Peter's mind by the pre­
ceding f-1,E'Ta T~v Ef-L~v Uo8ov? The word £lo3os occurs in St. Luke's 
account of the Transfiguration (ix. 3 r); but this is not the point. 
St. Peter has just been saying that he will take care that even after 
his own death his readers shall be reminded of the truth of his 
doctrine. In Matt. xvii. 9 we read, "Tell the vision to no man 
till the Son of Man have risen from the dead," that is to say, " till 
after My death." It is just possible that the similarity of phrase 
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may have led St. Peter to think of the Transfiguration. This would 
be quite in the manner of I Peter, where the following thought is 
often dictated by the preceding word. 

But it has also been thought that the Transfiguration was selected 
because St. Peter was one of the three who were present on that 
occasion, and that this shows too keen an anxiety on the writer's 
part to identify himself with St. Peter. The same difficulty has been 
raised with regard to the preceding allusion to the prophecy recorded 
in John xxi. The argument is one of those over which men may 
dispute without end. The reader must put himself, as best he can, 
in the writer's place, and ask himself how an apostle might have 
been expected to speak in the circumstances, how a forger would 
probably have expressed himself. If a writer declares his identity 
in the Address only of an Epistle, as is the case in I Peter, the 
Address is treated as a forged addition. If he hints in an unmis­
takable way who he is, as is the case in the Gospel of St. John, his 
words are regarded as so suspicious, and even indecent, that he 
must be a forger. If he does both, as is the case in 2 Peter, the 
evidence against him is often treated as irrefutable. Obviously this 
method of procedure leads to no conclusion. As regards what an 
author says about himself, we can ask only whether, having regard 
to his known character and position, it is possible or impossible. 
Now no man can affirm that what St. Peter tells us about himself, 
in the Second Epistle, is inappropriate; the objection, indeed, is that 
it is much too appropriate. But no document was ever condemned 
as a forgery upon this ground. 

The facts which seem to emerge from this review are partly 
favourable, partly unfavourable, to the view that 2 Peter was written 
by the same hand- as I Peter. Chief among the former are ( r) the 
habit of verbal repetition, (2) the use of Apocrypha. Among the 
latter we have observed (r) that the style of the two Epistles is 
different, but not openly incompatible, in expression, and in formal 
use of Scripture; ( 2) that the favourite phrases of the one Epistle 
are not those of the other: this point is more than verbal, and calls 
for further elucidation. 

It has been also pointed out that the vocabulary and style con· 
tain no elements which were not in existence in the apostolic age. 

So far we may agree with Weiss, that no document in the New 
Testament is so like r Peter as 2 Peter. 

§ 5. ORGANISATION AND DOCTRINE IN 2 PETER. 

Exceedingly little information on the subject of Church organisa­
tion is to be gathered from the Epistle. Even the presbyter, who 
in r Peter occupies a conspicuous position, is not mentioned. On 
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the other hand, great stress is laid in the first chapter on the 
authority of the apostles ; and in the final paragraph St. Paul, though 
he is not expressly called an apostle, is spoken of as one whose 
words carry great weight; whose Epistles, if not actually scripture, 
may at least be named in the same breath with scripture; and whose 
doctrine, though capable of perversion, is in substantial accord with 
that of the Twelve. It has been supposed that in iii. 2 the phrase 
"your apostles " involves a wider use of the title apostles, similar 
to that found in r Thess. ii. 6, where St. Paul calls Silvanus and 
Timotheus apostles. If this point could be established, it would 
afford a strong argument for placing the Epistle at an extremely 
early date. But enough has been said in the Introduction to r Peter 
on the use of the title apostle. There is no sufficient reason for 
thinking that in 2 Peter it is applied to any but the Twelve. 

Some importance may be attached to the absence of all allusion 
to Church officials in 2 Peter. It has been maintained that the 
Epistle was written in the second century, and directed against some 
form of Gnosticism. Now the Gnostic controversy greatly strength­
ened the position of the hierarchy, and it is hard to believe that, if 
this debate had actually been· raging at the time, the Epistle could 
have failed to contain some reference to bishops and presbyters. 
It may be replied that the forger was too clever to betray himself 
by such an anachronism. But a forger of the second century would 
not have known that it was an anachronism. In the Apostolical 
Church Ordinance, which is quoted by Clement of Alexandria, we 
find St. Peter presiding over a highly developed hierarchy. The 
pseudonymous writers of the early Church, from the nature of 
things, were never either intelligent or critical. They did not 
attempt to qualify themselves for their task by an accurate study of 
the past; indeed, it would not have been possible for them to do 
so. There is hardly a single instance of a really gpod pseudo­
antique except the Platonic Letters, the work of an otiose scholar, 
who had thoroughly studied his exemplar, and could reproduce his 
style and circumstances to a nicety. But what was difficult for an 
Athenian professor with a library at his command was quite beyond 
the capabilities of an uneducated Christian. Such a man does not 
comprehend even the simplest rule-s of the forger's art. We may 
apply to him the words of Persius, "Digitum exsere, peccas." 

The doctrine of the Epistle will be most conveniently considered 
under the two headings of practical and speculative. 

As regards practical doctrine, the Second Epistle agrees very 
closely with the first. It is disciplinarian, not mystic. Pauline 
terminology and ideas are absent, and not only absent, but foreign 
to the writer's point of view. This is seen at once from the crucial 
words UKaws (ii. 7, 8) and tf;vx~ (ii. 8, 14). 'E1ran£Ala (iii. 4, 9) 
is not the promise of salvation by faith, but that of new heavens 
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and earth. IIvEvµa does not occur except of the Holy Spirit (i. 21). 
Christian prophecy is not mentioned, but the False Teachers (ii. 1) 
probably claimed authority as prophets. The prophecies of the 
Old Testament were inspired by the Holy Ghost (i. 2 1 ), but they 
need an interpreter. This is the view expressed in I Pet. i. 10-12 ; 

it was held both in the primitive Chui-eh (Acts viii. 31) and in later 
times. Christ has "bought" or ransomed the believer (ii. 1 ), bind­
ing him thereby to a life of moral purity. In baptism men are 
cleansed from their old sins; and he who lives like a barren tree 
has forgotten this cleansing (i. 9; cf. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19, iii. 21 ). 
Faith is given by God (i. 1 ), but is developed by human action, 
through virtue and knowledge into love (i. 5-8). Thus "calling" 
and "election " are made sure (i. IO) ; and this growth in practical 
Christian excellences forms the passport, the right of "entrance" 
into the eternal kingdom of Christ, which will be given by God 
(i. n). Life is progress conditioned by obedience, and the ful­
ness of the reward. is future. And for this progress the Christian 
needs constant admonition and instruction from those who know 
better than he does himself (i. 12-18). It is easy to see why the 
author speaks of moral obligation as "a command" ( £VToA~, ii. 21 ), 

as the Way of Truth, the Straight Way, the Way of Righteousness 
(ii. 2, 15, 21). Throughout the Epistle great stress is laid upon 
Fear, and the thought of the Day of Judgment. Sin (&.µapr{a) is 
not an inner malign power, but the wicked act proceeding from 
"desire '1 (i. 4). It is corruption (cp0opa, i. 4, ii. 19), the pollution 
of the world (ii. 20); but, as in I Peter, there is no indication of a 
belief in the hereditary transmission of evil. In this connexion the 
use of the secular word apEr~ (i. 3, 5) deserves a passing notice. 
Wherever "virtue" is a familiar term, the disciplinary view prevails. 

In ii. 13 there is a reference to the Agape in the word CTvvrnw­
xovµEvoi; but we may go further, and take aya7l"al<; to be the right 
reading. No special information is given about the Agape, unless 
we may infer from the text that. it was celebrated in the daytime. 
But here again, in this very tempting place, there is no trace of 
anachronism. Here again, if the author was a forger, he has dis­
played remarkable skill, and carefully avoided words and ideas 
which were familiar in the second century. 

So far everything is in precise accordance with the teaching of 
1 Peter. Our author was well acquainted with the doctrines of St. 
Paul, but he does not agree with them, and, if he had so chosen, 
could have given reasons for his dissent (iii. 16). Certainly in these 
important practical points, in the general view of the Christian life, 
Weiss is right in saying that no book in the New Testament is so 
like I Peter as 2 Peter. Yet there is something to be said on the 
other side. It has been noticed that the favourite phrases of the 
one Epistle are not those of the other. For instance, the word 



ORGANISATION AND DOCTRINE IN 2 PETER 235 

iA7r{c; is not found in 2 Peter. Nor does he speak of the Christian 
as a pilgrim (mi.po1Ko,, 7raperrffr1µ,oc;), nor of his reward as a patrimony 
(KAYJpovoµ{a). The End of all things again is not "the Revelation" 
of Jesus Christ, but the Day of J udgment. Again, a favourite word 
in 2 Peter is bdyvwnc; (i. 2, 3, 8, ii. 20; it is not a specially Pauline 
word, though often used by St. Paul). All these differences may 
admit of explanation from the difference of subject. The theme of 
1 Peter is that Hope of the promised land which sustains the 
pilgrim's heart in his toilsome march through the desert. And to 
the eye of Hope the Last Day appears as a manifestation of the 
Lord's glory. On the other hand, the object of 2 Peter is to fortify 
his readers against the seductions of false freedom and speculative 
error. For him, therefore, leading thoughts are the knowledge of 
the Lord and the terrors of the Day of Judgment. Further, while 
the tone of the First Epistle is fatherly and pastoral, that of the 
Second is, though with marked exceptions, authoritative and 
denunciatory. It can hardly be said that the differences just noted 
are greater than can be accounted for by these considerations. 

Let us pass on to the speculative theology of 2 Peter. 
As in the First Epistle the Three Names are used. 
God is Father of Christ (i. 1 7 ). That He is not actually called 

Father of the Christian is probably a mere accident; yet it must be 
noticed that this idea is not prominent in I Peter. But a striking 
feature of the Epistle is the use of reverential periphrases-~ 
f1,€yaA07rperri], 86ta, i. I 7 ; ~ 0da 8vvaµic;, i. 3 ; 0£{a cpv<n<;, i. 4. Here 
we shall observe a remarkable similarity of devotional attitude (in 
both Epistles the predominant feeling towards God is one of 
inte~se awe) combined with an equally remarkable dissimilarity of 
expression. 

The Holy Ghost is only mentioned as the inspirer of the 
Hebrew prophets (i. 21 ). 

The Christology of the Epistle is its most distinctive point. 
Christ is "our God" (i. 1 ). If Spitta is right, as he probably is, in 
preferring the shorter reading in the next verse, it is to Christ in 
particular that the words 0£{a 8vvaµic; and 0£{a <f,v<TLc; belong. He is 
our 8nrn6TYJ, (ii. 1 ), and it is His wroA~ that we are to obey (iii. 2 ). 

His is the al<imo, /3a<TLAda (i. 11 ; cf. Luke i. 33; Apoc. xi. 15). 
There is the usual difficulty in iii. 8, 9, 10, to decide whether Kvpw,, 
o Kvpw,, mean specially Christ or God; but it is here evident that 
the question is immaterial. Finally, Christ is the giver of grace 
and knowledge (iii. 18), as He is the object of irr[yvw<n<; (i. 8), and 
to Him alone the concluding doxology is addressed. Yet He is 
distinct from, and in some sense subordinate to His Father, from 
whom He received honour and glory (i. 17 ). 

The subject of the Epistle is, no doubt, the cause of the pro­
minence assigned to our Lord. What the Mockers denied was His 
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Parousia; what the False Teachers broke was His command. They 
did not probably deny the divine origin of the Decalogue; what 
they asserted was that Christ had abrogated it; and St. Peter insists 
that Christ had not only preached, but authoritatively enacted the 
moral law of the Church, that in His "I say unto you" the Way of 
Righteousness received divine sanction. But what we are to ask is, 
whether the Christology of 2 Peter differs from that of r Peter? 
The answer is, that if we attenuate I Peter on the points in question 
-the pre-existence of Christ, the use of "Lord," the "Name," the 
doxology-and at the same time interpret strictly or slightly harden 
the language of 2 Peter, it is possible to make a distinction 
between the two Epistles. But if we apply the same rule to both, 
there is really no difference at all. 

Yet here again in expression, though not in idea, there is a 
difference between the two. The author of the Second Epistle is 
fond of the word "Saviour," which he applies to Christ five times, 
not singly by itself, but in solemn formulas (i. 1, Tov ®wv ~µ,wv Kat 
<rwT~pos 'I. X. : i. 11, Tov Kvp{ov ~µ,wv Kal <rWT~pos 'I. X. : cf. ii. 20, 

iii. 2, iii. 18). Elsewhere in the New Testament, though not so 
commonly as we might have expected, <rwT~P is used to describe 
the work of Christ, as a predicate (Luke ii. 11 ; John iv. 42 ; Acts 
v. 31, xiii. 23; Phil. iii. 20). Even in the Pastorals, where the 
word is more frequent, it seems still to retain a distinctly predicative 
force ; see 2 Tim. i. 10 ; Tit. i. 4, where we may translate "Christ 
Jesus who is our Saviour"; so also Tit. ii. 13, iii. 6. Nowhere in 
the New Testament is "the Saviour" used as a synonym for Jesus 
Christ. But in 2 Peter, especially in iii. 2, "our Lord and Saviour," 
<rwT~P appears as a title and almost a name. In I Peter <rwT~P does 
not occur. 

We can hardly say with confidence that this mode of expression 
is later in date. Quite conceivably also the same man might use it 
in one Epistle and not in another. But again we cannot see why 
the difference in the subject of. the two Epistles should cause this 
particular variation of language. Further, devotional phrases like 
this have often a personal character. Origen, for instance, con­
stantly speaks of "My Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ," while 
Clement of Alexandria never does so. Here again the thought is 
precisely the same as that of I Peter, where redemption is dwelt 
upon with great iteration, but the form of expression is not the same. 

Other points falling under the head of doctrine, the author's 
belief as to the fall of the angels, or the creation and destruction of 
the world, are explained in the notes ; the subject of the world-fire 
has been discussed also in a previous section. It is sufficient to 
say here that they afford no indication of date, and that, in so fat 
as they presume a certain use of Apocrypha, they are quite in 
keeping with I Peter. 
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§ 6. TO WHOM AND AGAINST WHOM WAS 2 PETER WRITTEN? 

The words which we find in iii. r, "this second Epistle I write 
unto you," have generally been taken to mean that 2 Peter was 
addressed to the same Churches as the first. Some critics, notably 
Spitta and Zahn, deny this, chiefly on the ground that the former 
letter here referred to does not appear to have dealt with the same 
topics as I Peter. But this is not a conclusive reason. Jude (3, 4) 
may be taken to show that the disorders complained o( had broken 
out suddenly and unexpectedly ; and, even if we are to explain the 
future tenses of 2 Peter with grammatical rigour, we get the same 
idea - a new and unlooked for danger had suddenly become 
imminent. It follows that a previous letter addressed to the same 
Churches could not have resembled the later letter either in subject 
or in tone. The former letter, if mentioned at all, could only be 
described in general terms as making against Antinomianism and 
the denial of the Parousia quite as conclusively though not so 
explicitly as the later (see notes on the passage). 

The point has some bearing on the question of authenticity. If 
2 Peter was written late in the second century, why did the forger 
refer in this ambiguous way to a former letter? and why did he say 
nothing about the Diaspora in the Address? People say that he 
was transparently anxious to identify himself with St. Peter. Why 
then did he not do so in those places where it was so obvious and 
so easy? Certainly the obscurity is rather in favour of the authen­
ticity of the Epistle. A genuine author, who is quite sure of 
himself, may be excused a little carelessness. Shall we say that the 
forger was so clever, that he was afraid to show his hand too openly? 
But this is just what he is charged with doing; and yet again he is 
supposed to be so stupid, that, having called himself an apostle in 
the Address, he tells us plainly that he was not an apostle in iii. 2. 

He is a very shadowy and inconsistent personage. 
There is no reason why the apostle, having written to the 

Diaspora such an Epistle as I Peter, should not within a very short 
time have written to the same people one just like 2 Peter. We 
often do send very dissimilar letters to the same person within a 
week. We write to a friend at a distance under the impression that 
he is quite prosperous ; in a few days we are sending fresh messages 
full of alarm, or warning, or indignation. We have received dis• 
quieting news in the interval. Probably, if St. Paul had written to 
the Galatians three days before he did, he would have selected very 
different topics. And yet we might say, "I have always told you 
the same thing. Look back at what I wrote in the past, and you 
will see that you were forewarned." 

There is nothing in the body of the Epistle to show that the 
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recipients of 2 Peter were not the same as those of r Peter. The 
pronoun ~fL'iv in i. I has been taken to mean that the writer belonged 
to a Jewish Church and that he was addressing Gentiles ; and the fact 
that St. Paul had written to them has been interpreted in the same 
way; but neither of these reasons is good for much. On the other 
hand, it has been maintained that the Epistle is directed to Jewish 
Christians. The phrase a:rrocpvyovr£, Ta fLlUUfLUTa TOV KOUfLOV is as 
applicable to one as to the other. What is true of r Peter is true 
also of 2 Peter; the author makes no distinction at all between Jew 
and Gentile converts ; in his eyes both are Christians, all Christians 
are alike, and the life of the patriarchs exhibits the same faith and 
obedience that are required of all Christians. In this important 
point he is Petrine and not Pauline. He does not say expressly 
that he had himself preached the gospel to his readers ; we cannot 
so press the l.yvwp{uafL£V of i. I 6 ; nor is it necessary to suppose 
that any of the Twelve had ministered among them (see note on 
iii. 2). The language of the Epistle only means that the people 
addressed knew quite well the doctrine of the apostles, and that it 
was diametrically opposed to that of the false teachers. How long 
these Churches had existed we cannot say ; neither i. 12 nor iii. 4 
justifies the inference that they were of old standing. 

If 2 Peter was not directed to the Churches of Asia Minor, we 
do not know what was its destination; though we may feel quite 
certain that, like all other Epistles, it was addressed to the Christian 
community of some particular district and not to the Church at 
large. Beyond a doubt this is the impression which the author 
wishes to convey. These people had received a particular letter 
from St. Paul, a particular letter from St. Peter, and were exposed 
at the time to a particular danger. In this district there had been, 
or seemed likely in the near future to be, an attempt to propagate 
Antinomian doctrines, and to discredit the belief in the Second 
Advent. Who were these false teachers and mockers? And first, 
were they in part or in whole the .same people or not? 

In Germany there has been a strong tendency to distinguish 
them, and Kiihl goes so far as to say that it is wholly uncritical to 
ignore the difference. But this view rests solely upon the belief 
in the priority of Jude, and is not confirmed by anything in the 
text of 2 Peter. Indeed, if we look at the matter in the light of 
common sense, it is quite certain that an Antinomian could not 
accept the doctrine of the Second Advent as it was held by the 
Apostolic Church. It is possible to reject the belief in judgment 
after death without impugning the moral law, but it is certain that 
among the adherents of this view there will be many who regard it 
as emancipating them from all restraint. There is therefore no 
difficulty in identifying the false teachers with the mockers. There 
may have been shades of difference between them; some, perhaps, 
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had a philosophy and some had not ; but in the eyes of a Christian 
preacher, judging the party as a whole by its practical results, they 
would all seem to wear the same livery. 

At what date may we suppose these sceptical Antinomians to 
have appeared? Schenkel, Mangold, Vi:ilter, and Holtzmann (see 
Spitta, p. 503) think that they were the Carpocratians; but this 
view is historically impossible. The second chapter of 2 Peter is 
either older than Jude or copied from Jude, and Jude is older than 
Carpocrates (see on this point the Introduction to Jude). Professor 
Harnack thinks that 2 Peter appeared between 150 (o,r more prob­
ably 160) and 175, in the midst of the Gnostic controversy; that 
Jude was written between 100 and 130; and that the author of Jude 
was aiming, not at the Carpocratians, but at the older forms of 
Gnosticism, "Archontics, Phibionites, Kainites, Severians, Nicolai­
tans" ( Chronologie, p. 466). But all these sects, so far as we are 
acquainted with them (of the Archontics our knowledge is slender 
and late; of the Nicolaitans we know nothing except what we read 
in the New Testament; and the Severians did not misinterpret Paul, 
but rejected his Epistles altogether, Eus. H. E. iv. 29. 5), exhibit 
the fundamental Gnostic trait of dualism, to which there is not the 
slightest allusion in Jude or in 2 Peter. Yet the latter Epistle must 
surely have said something on the point when dealing with the 
subject of creation. Again, the Gnostic principle of the evil nature 
of matter led equally to immorality and to extreme asceticism; but 
to this latter feature again we find po allusion in Jude or 2 Peter. 
Nor do we meet with any reference to the "genealogies," or to the 
general Gnostic view of the Old Testament as the work of the 
Demiurge. In some shape or another Gnosticism existed in the 
East at a very early time ; one of its sources is Zoroastrianism,. and 
serpent worship is exceedingly ancient. But it cannot be denied 
that Colossians and the Pastoral Epistles are much more anti­
Gnostic than 2 Peter or Jude. 

Every feature in the description of the false teachers and 
mockers is to be found in the apostolic age. If they had "eyes 
full of adultery," there were those at Corinth who defended incest. 
If they "blasphemed dignities," there were those who spoke evil of 
St. Paul. They profaned the Agape, so did the Corinthians. They 
mocked at the Parousia, and some of the Corinthians denied that 
there was any resurrection. They used 1rAaCTTot Aoyoi, and some of 
the Corinthians relied upon "a knowledge which puffeth up." 
Every point is common, except the charge of pecuniary extortion, 
which is repeatedly made in 2 Peter. But it is a necessity of the 
case that a false teacher should live by the contributions of his 
credulous adherents, and in the eyes of an apostle this would be 
extortion. It has been thought that the doubt about the Parousia 
could not be felt in the primitive Church; but it certainly was. 
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Some denied the Resurrection (1 Cor. xv. 12), and were warned by 
St. Paul that they might as well say, "Let us eat and drink; for 
to-morrow we die." What they denied was clearly the future life, 
not merely the Resurrection of the flesh; for belief in a purely 
spiritual after-life does not involve moral indifference. Whether 
their scepticism came from Sadduceeism or from philosophy, we 
cannot say. Others again, at Thessalonica (1 Thess. iv. 13-18), 

were sadly perplexed by difficulties of another kind. Those who 
were alive at Christ's coming would enter into His kingdom, but 
what would be the fate of those who had died beforehand ? This 
doubt would arise over the grave of the first Christian; we have an 
interesting and most pathetical case in point in the anguish of 
Irving over the loss of his son, who was taken away before the dawn 
of that millennium which the father thought to be so near. Others 
again, at Corinth, appear to have urged the familiar arguments 
against the resurrection of the flesh. We do not gather from 
2 Peter the exact nature of the denial of the Parousia which is 
there denounced. But it appears to have been supported by a 
novel argument, derived from the unchanging order of the world. 
In this is probably involved a belief in the eternity of creation, 
which was widely held in the apostolic age (see Philo, de Inc. 
Mundi; and Ocellus Lucanus is probably pre-Christian). 

It is evident that these false teachers were acquainted with the 
writings of St. Paul, and found in them expressions which, with a 
little manipulation, would serve their purpose. Here two questions 
arise. · At what date may the Pauline Epistles have been used as a 
basis for Antinomianism? At what date may they have been 
spoken of in the terms used by 2 Peter? 

To the first we may answer, that the words, if not the writings of 
the apostle, were already misinterpreted in this way at Corinth, and 
probably at Thessalonica. The second question is more difficult; 
it forms, indeed, the one argument in favour of the later date which 
has been assigned to 2 Peter. 

Yet this argument is not convincing. St. Paul's letters were 
read in church from the very first, side by side with Moses and the 
Prophets. There can be no higher testimony to the veneration in 
which they were held than the fact that even in the apostle's life­
time men forged Pauline Epistles ( 2 Thess. ii. 2 ), careful as the 
apostle was to guard against fraud by an autograph subscription 
( 1 Cor. xvi. 2 1 ; Gal. vi. 11 ; 2 Thess. iii. I 7 ). Letters directed to 
one Church were sent on to another (Col. iv. 16), and there read 
publicly. Clearly the apostolic missives were treated with very 
high respect and scrutinised with great care. There is no difficulty 
in believing that they were also collected. Cicero's letters were 
kept together; why not those of Paul ? What sort of conception 
are we to form of the early Church, if we are to imagine that St. 



TO WHOM WAS 2 PETER WRITTEN? 24r 

Peter had not read Galatians, in which he was personally attacked, 
or Corinthians, in which such an extraordinary state of things is 
described? It is not necessary to think of St. Peter as settled in 
Rome, holding in his hands all the strings of a great organisation, 
and receiving constant reports from his lieutenants. But is it 
possible to believe that one apostle knew nothing about another, 
or that he did not care what his brethren were doing or saying? 
There was nothing to prevent his getting every epistle that circulated 
in the Church within a month or two of its publication. If he 
agreed with his brother apostle, he would desire to b.e comforted 
and edified by some token of his activity and success; if he did not 
quite agree with him, as was the case between St. Peter and St. Paul, 
he would be all the more anxious to know what the difference was, 
and how it showed itself in practical results. 

It is quite possible that the author of 2 Peter regarded the 
Pauline Epistles as scripture; but even this is not conclusive proof 
that he lived in the second century. The Jews did not place all 
scripture on the same footing. St. Paul claims to be directly in­
spired by the Holy Spirit, the author of all scripture, and cannot 
have made any distinction of kind between Hebrew and Christian 
prophecy. St. Peter could hardly treat St. Paul as a false prophet; 
but, if he was a prophet, his Epistles are prophecies, and what is 
prophecy but scripture? 

Certainly Clement of Rome had a collection of Pauline Epistles 
(Harnack in the Index of his edition .gives references to eleven), and 
so had Ignatius (iv -rraay l-rrurToA:fi, Eph. xii.), while Barnabas 
(iv. 14) quotes St. Matthew's Gospel as scripture. "Seel caueas," 
Professor Harnack adds in his note on the passage, " ne temere e 
ylypa1rrni illo conicias Barnabam nostrum scripta euangelica tanti 
aestimasse quanti Veteris Testamenti libros." The caution may 
perhaps be admitted, but it does not affect the point as regards 
2 Peter. He, too, may have treated the Pauline Epistles as 
scripture without setting them on an equality with the books of 
Moses. See Plummer on 2 Pet. iii. 15, 16 in Ellicott's Commentary. 

Thus we have no need to go down to the time of the Scillitan 
Martyrs to find some kind of parallel for the language of 2 Peter. 
Even this much disputed passage, then, does not really prove 
anything against the authenticity of 2 Peter. Indeed it may be 
thought that a forger writing late in the second century, when St. 
Paul had been canonised, would not, unless he was amazingly 
clever, have spoken of that great apostle as "our beloved brother," 
nor would he have adopted a discreetly critical attitude towards 
him, and gently objected to his ovuv611rn. The last stroke in 
particular, if not simple nature, is the acme of art. It is easier to 
regard it as nature. 

16 
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§ 7. DATE, AUTHENTICITY, AND OCCASION OF 2 PETER. 

The preceding review seems to show ( r) that 2 Peter is older 
than Jude ; ( 2) that it belongs to the same school of ecclesiastical 
thought as 1 Peter; (3) that it contains no word, idea, or fact which 
does not belong to the apostolic age; (4) that traces of the second 
century are absent at those points where they might have been 
confidently expected to occur; (5) that the style differs from that of 
r Peter in some respects, but in others, notably in verbal iteration 
and in the discreet use of Apocrypha, resembles it. 

These facts are best explained by the theory that the Epistle is 
really the work of St. Peter, but that a differeat amanuensis was 
employed. 

On the other hand, those who hold ( r) that 2 Peter borrows 
from the Apocalypse of Peter; ( 2) that there is no clear trace of its 
existence before Clement of Alexandria; (3) that it is later than 
Jude; (4) that it is directed against Gnosticism; (5) that it implies 
the existence of a Canon of the New Testament, will follow the 
opinion upheld by Dr. Chase and many other eminent scholars, and 
assign to the Epistle a date between 150 and 175. 

In this case the Epistle is neither more nor less than a forgery. 
A good history of ancient forgeries would form a most useful book. 
Pseudonymous composition seems to have begun in the centuries 
immediately preceding the Christian era. Its earliest productions, 
letters of Plato, Aristotle, Phalaris, and so forth, were mere jeux 
d'esprit, like Landor's Imaginary Conversations; but the flood of 
Orphic and Pythagorean fictions enumerated by Zeller had a serious 
object, that of recommending peculiar doctrines under shelter of 
an ancient and venerable name. Alexandrian Jews, as has been 
noticed above, practised the same dishonest art, in order to persuade 
cultivated Greeks that the doctrines of the Bible were " stolen" by 
the classic poets, or that "Plato was an Attic Moses." The early 
Sibylline Oracles belong to the same class. In the Church we find 
the manufacture of Pauline Epistles carried on in the lifetime of the 
apostle. In the second century Gnostics are accused of tampering 
with the text of scripture. They retorted that scripture, as read by 
the Catholics, was spurious or interpolated. From this time 
onward we find a great mass of pseudonymous writings. Some of 
them are forgeries in the worst sense of the word, teaching non­
Christian or unecclesiastical doctrines in the name of our Lord and 
His apostles, and unquestionably intended to deceive. Such are 
the Gnostic Gospels and Acts, and perhaps we may add the 
Clementine Homilies. Others, like the Acts of Paul and Theda, are 
merely edifying romances of the same family as the modern religi0us 
novel. Others again, such as the Apostolical Constitutions or the 
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Apostolz"cal Church Ordinance, describe the Church as it existed in 
the author's place and time, within a slender imaginative framework, 
in which the apostles are introduced as still alive. Books of this 
kind were probably not meant to delude, though they were certain 
to create delusion. Yet another class sprang from the insatiable 
craving to know more about the great personages of the early 
Church than we are told in the genuine books of the New 
Testament. Hence came a large crop of false Gospels and Acts. 

It is difficult to see under which of these classes we can place 
2 Peter. The Epistle is not unorthodox, it is not a romance, it 
contains no anachronism, at any rate none that is indisputable, and it 
tells us nothing new about St. Peter himself. The Gospel of Peter 
is heterodox, and altered the cry from the Cross, Eli~ Elz~ lama 
sabachthani, in such a way as to prove that the Divinity of Jesus left 
Him before He died ( ~ 8vvaµ,{,; µ,ov, ~ 8vvaµ,is KaTiA.rnp&.s fl,£ : where 
~vvaµ,i, represents &:r/d, found in L : cf. Clem. Alex. Excerpta ex 
Theod. i. 6r). The Apocalypse of Peter professes to add to our know­
ledge of the future life, and draws its imagery from the heathen poets. 
The Praedzcatio Petri tells us that Christ commanded His apostles 
not to leave Jerusalem for twelve years after the Ascension, prob­
ably quotes the Gospel of the Hebrews, opposes Docetism (non 
sum daemonium incorporeum), teaches communism (µ,iµ,~<ra<r0£ 
l<roT'IJTa ®wv, Kai ov8d, E<rrni ,,dv'IJ,), is familiar with the later form of 
the polemic against Greeks and Jews, and generally exhibited such 
a character that Origen says, "It was written neither by Peter nor 
by anyone else who was inspired by the Spirit of God" (see the 
Fragments in Geschichte der altchri'stlichen Litteratur). In the Il£pfo8oi 
ITfrpov mention was made of Peter's wife and daughter, and a piece 
of information was given about the apostle's personal appearance; 
he was said to have been bald (GAL, p. 134). Similarly, the 
Acts of Paul and Theda give a portrait of St. Paul (see Conybeare, 
Monuments of Ear~v Christianity, p. 62 ), and some Gnostics had a 
portrait of Christ said to have been drawn by Pilate (Iren. i. 25. 6). 

, Some of these Petrine pseudepigrapha were more or less orthodox, 
some, like the Clementina, are quite the reverse ; but they were all 
peculiar, and all, as far as we have the means of judging, extremely 
unlike 2 Peter. We have to consider, then, the possibility of a 
forgery without any object, without any of the ordinary marks, 
without any resemblance to undoubted forgeries bearing the name 
of the same apostle. (See on this point some good remarks of 
Zahn, Einleitung, ii. 95.) 

As to the place from which the Epistle was written we have no 
information. Professor Harnack, who holds that it is a forgery, 
thinks that it emanated from Egypt ( Chronologze, p. 469). Dr. 
Chase holds the same opinion, on the grounds that the Apocalypse of 
Peter was probably written in Egypt, that 2 Peter makes use of the 
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Apocalypse, and, further, that the Epistle has some resemblance in 
phrase and thought to Philo and Clement. But the Apocalypse 
was read in Gaul (see above, pp. 207-209), in Rome (see the A:fura­
torianum), and probably in many other places, at an early date; if 
it was copied, it might have been copied anywhere ; there is no 
trace of Philonism in 2 Peter, and Clement was only accidentally 
and for a time connected with Alexandria. Jiilicher (Einleitung, 
p. r 8 7) suggests Egypt or Palestine as the birthplace of the Epistle. 
The reason for selecting Palestine is that if the false teachers are to 
be called Gnostics, they must be referred to one of those earlier and 
less known sects which had their domicile in that district or in the 
neighbouring regions of Syria. The truth appears to be that, 
unless the Epistle is what it professes to be, it is entirely in the air; 
we can say nothing, except that the forgery must have been old 
enough to impose upon Clement of Alexandria, and probably upon 
Pantaenus also. 

There are difficulties on either hand. But, if we pay due 
attention to the number and gravity of these disturbing phenomena, 
if we put steadily aside all prepossessions and compare the book 
impartially with the rest of the New Testament, it seems far easier 
to place 2 Peter in the first century than in the second. If we 
consider, again, the absence of any allusion to persecution, or to the 
fall of Jerusalem, it is far easier to place it early in the first century 
than late. But is not this the same thing as saying that it is 
authentic? If it was written in St. Peter's name and lifetime, we 
may well think that it was written by his direction and under his 
supervision. 

We may feel certain that 2 Peter is later than I Corinthians. 
The more probable inference from iii. 1 is that it is also later than 
1 Peter. The interval of time may have been very short. There 
were in Corinth false teachers, probably claiming to be prophets, 
to whom the description of the false teachers in 2 Peter would 
apply in every feature (see Zahn, ii. p. 101). These men would be 
well known to St. Peter, who had adherents in Corinth, if he had 
not visited the town himself. There are, then, two possibilities. If 
we think that the former Epistle referred to in iii. r is non-existent, 
it is within the bounds of credibility that 2 Peter was written before 
1 Peter, and directed to the party of Cephas in Corinth itself. We 
might then discover in the rather obscure phrase, oi arr6cTToAoi ilµ.wv 
(iii. 2 ), an answer to St. Paul's oi iJrrEpAfov arr6<TToAoi ( 2 Cor. xi. 5, 
xii. 1 r ). " Your apostles" may very well mean the Twelve. 
Again, the Epistles of St. Paul to the Corinthians were probably at 
least three in number (see r Cor. v. 9), and thus we should get a 
good explanation of the words iv 1ra<rai, i1ruTTo.\a'i:,, which have 
caused so much trouble. Further, if we are to suppose that the 
Epistle was from the first regarded with suspicion by a certain party 
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in the Church, the fact would thus be easily accounted for. St. Paul 
himself would consider the Epistle as an intrusion, and his friends 
would endeavour to prevent its circulation. Yet upon the whole 
this tempting view is not the more probable. It is easier to suppose 
that not all the Corinthian prophets were reduced to order by St. 
Paul, that some of them were making their way towards Asia Minor, 
or had already begun work in one of the towns in that country. 
Nicolaitans, who were men of the same stamp, existed in the seven 
Churches at the date of the Apocalypse, and our Epistle may have 
been called forth by the first outbreak of that heresy. . If we adopt 
this view we can retain the current explanation of 2 Pet. iii. 1, and 
at the same time account for the intermingling of the future and 
present tenses in the description of the false teachers. They were 
already preaching in some places, and might shortly be expected in 
others also. See Mansel, Gnostic Heresies, pp. 69, 70. 

In this case again, though the Epistle would not cause so much 
offence as if it had been actually directed to a party at Corinth, it 
might still excite the suspicions of the editors of the Peshito. In 
the second century there were in the East many sects, the Severians 
(these have been noticed above), the Ebionites (Eus. H. E. iii. 27. 4; 
Iren. i. 26. 2), the Elkesaites (Origen in Eus. H. E. vi. 38), who 
rejected St. Paul, and spoke against him in very violent terms. 
Every book which seemed to incline in this direction would be 
regarded with unfriendly eyes by the orthodox party. It is notice­
able that three of the books which. were omitted from the Peshito 
are open more or less to this objection, the Epistle of St. James, 
the Second Epistle of St. Peter, and the Apocalypse. Spitta 
observes with perfect truth that the reasons for which documents 
were accepted or rejected by the early Church were not what we 
understand by the word "critical." Men guided their judgment 
largely by what we may call the pedigree of the document in . 
question, but still more by its relation to the orthodoxy of the time. 
The Epistolarittm of the New Testament was almost wholly 
Pauline, and Paulinism shaped the norm of apostolicity. It is true 
that the men of the second century were not Pauline, but they 
thought they were, and hence arose the curious inconsistency that 
those very men who agreed at bottom with St. Peter and St. James 
could not bear to think that these two apostles had ever uttered a 
word in their own defence against the sharp sayings of St. Paul. 
They explained the differences away, or they left out of their canon 
pieces which struck them as anti-Pauline. They admitted Galatians 
and doubted 2 Peter. Fortunately there were some who took a 
different view. Otherwise we should hardly have known that in the 
primitive Church there existed, not only the radicalism of St. Paul 
and the stubborn conservatism of the J udaising section, but also 
the great central party represented by the Twelve Apostles. The 
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cardinal error of Baur and his followers, an error which vitiated 
their many great services to Christian scholarship, was that they 
arranged these Church divisions in chronological order, as if we 
could suppose that in England or any other country the Tories 
produced the Whigs, and, finally, that the fusion of these two gave 
birth to the men of moderation and common sense. What history 
teaches us is that, both in secular and religious affairs, the broad 
catholic party, the party which has no name, always exists and is 
always powerful. It is Reason, flanked on both wings by Emotion, 
on the left by eagerness for the Future, on the right by strong 
affection for the Past. Both Emotions belong to Reason, and 
Reason knows how to use them in time and in measure. It shapes 
that view of Christianity which we find in the Synoptic Gospels, 
in the Book of Acts, and in the Epistles of Peter. It is a disciplin­
ary and logical view; it regards the Bible as a continuous revelation, 
and it limits the right of private judgment. The "J udaisers" never 
found a place in the Canon, though James sheltered them as far as 
he could. On the other wing, the author of Hebrews leans towards 
St. John, the Catholic Mystic, and, finally, in St. Paul we find the 
Protestant Mystic. 

Thus we gain an intelligible view of the early Church, and thus 
we see the value of 2 Peter. Value is not the same as authenticity. 
Yet, if it has been shown that the Epistle fills a definite place, 
represents a definite party, and expresses views that were really held 
by St. Peter, something not inconsiderable has been effected towards 
the removal of hostile preoccupations. 

The conclusion at which Dr. Zahn arrives, after an elaborate 
discussion of all the points involved, is that 2 Peter was written 
before I Peter by the apostle's own hand, not as the former Epistle 
by an amanuensis or representative (thus the difference of style is 
accounted for); that it was sent probably from Antioch shortly 
before the time when St. Peter went to Rome (60-63), to Jewish 
Churches in Palestine; and that it was called forth by the Corinthian 
disorders, which, as the apostle feared, might shortly attack his own 
special flock. 

Zahn's views rest on so strong a support of learning and good 
sense that they must be treated with great respect. The weak point 
in his final verdict appears to me, if I may venture to say so, to be 
the characterisation of the recipients of the Epistle as Jews. The 
conclusion involved, that St. Paul had written an Epistle to a Jewish 
Church, is not impossible, for it is extremely difficult to see what 
precisely is meant by Gal. ii. 9 ; still it is not probable. On the 
other side, Zahn himself allows that I Peter was written, if not by the 
hand, yet by the direction of St. Peter to Gentile communities ; and 
there can be little doubt that St. Peter had close relations with 
Gentile Christians in Corinth, Galatia, and Rome. St. Peter again 
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makes no distinction between Jewish and Gentile Christians, and 
there is nothing in 2 Peter to differentiate its first readers from those 
of I Peter. 

If Dr. Zahn is right in thinking that the former Epistle referred 
to in iii. 1 is lost, the easiest inference is that 2 Peter was directed 
to Corinth not long after the date of the Pauline Epistles, from 
whatever place happened to be St. Peter's residence at the time. 
The difference of style may be explained as by Dr. Zahn ; but here 
again it is more natural to suppose that, if St. Peter availed himself 
of the services of a draughtsman or secretary for one Epistle, this 
was his rule. That he would be assisted at one time by' one brother 
at another time by another, is not only possible, but certain, from 
the nature of things. · 



NOTES ON THE SECOND EPISTLE OF 
ST. PETER. 

The Title. ~ A B have Ilfrpou P: C, ITfrpov bricrro>..~ 'fJ: K and 
m:my cursives, ITfrpov bricrro>..~ 8rnrlpa: other cursives, IIfrpov 
bricrroA~ Ka0oAiK~ 8rnrlpa: L, bricrroA.~ Ka0oA.tK~ 8wrlpa rov ay{ov 
d7!'ocrr6>..ov ITfrpov: the Codex Amiatinus, inapt°! epistula petri 
apostolt: ii. : the Codex Fuldensis, incipit epistula sci. petri secunda. 

I. I. "Symeon (Simon) Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus 
Christ, to those who have obtained a faith of equal honour with 
us in the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

~ A K L P, other inferior MS. authorities, and Theophylact 
have lvp,€6:iV: and this reading was known also to Oecumenius. So 
Tischendorf. B, many cursives, and the Versions have -:2{p,wv. So 
WH (giving lvp,€wv in the margin). 

For the names of the apostle see note on I Pet. i. 1. 

The original Hebrew form, Symeon, is found elsewhere only in 
Acts xv. 14, where it is used by the Apostle St. James. Theophylact 
says, rov lvp,€wV ro l{p,wv vrroKopicrp,6s lcrnv, regarding the latter as 
a home-grown Hebrew diminutive of the former. In 1 Mace. ii. 
3, 6 5, Simon and Symeon are used indifferently of the same son 
of Mattathias. It is, however, possible that the shorter form was 
shaped by Gentile influence, Simon or Simo (from simus) being 
familiar to Latins and Greeks, as we see from Plautus and Terence:. 
See Zahn, Einleitung, i. p. 2 1. 

Hofmann, Ruther, Schott, Kiihl, Zahn, Spitta, accept Symeor. 
as the correct reading. Some think that this form of the name is 
here used to emphasise the Hebrew character of the writer, and 
consequently that also of the recipients of the letter; but it is diffi­
cult to build such an inference on so slender a basis. The First 
Epistle makes no distinction between Jew and Gentile, nor does 
the Second. But, if the reading is correct, it is an argument for the 
early date of the Epistle, as the form Symeon was not in use in the 
second century. Simon is found in The Gospel according to the 
Hebrews, in the Gospel of Peter, in the fragments of the Ebionite 
Gospel (in Hilgenfeld), in the Apostolic Churclt Order (Duae Viae, 
in Hilgenfeld), in the letters of Peter and Clement to James, pre­
fixed to the Homilies, and regularly in the Homilies themselves. 

248 
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No mstance of Symeon is quoted. If the use of the Hebrew form 
here is an archaism, it is very dexterous. For the collocation, Simon 
Peter, see note already referred to. 

8ou>.os KO.t 0.1rO<TTO>.os 'lriuou XpL<TTOU. Cf. Rom. i. 1, ITavAo, 
SovAo, 'l77<TOV XpL<TTOV KA'l)TO, «i7TO<TT0Ao,: Phil. i. 1, IIavAos Kal 
T,JJ,60w, SovAoi Xpl<TTOV 'l']<TOV: Tit. i. 1, IIavAos SovAo, ®wv «i?TO<T­
TOAos SE 'l')<TOV Xpl<TTOV: J as. i. 1, 'laKw/30, ®wv Kal Kvp{ov 'l']<TOV 
Xpt<TTOV SovAo,: Jude 1, 'IovSa, 'l7]<TOV Xpl<TTOV SovAo,: Apoc. i. 1, 

Tu) SovA<Jl O.lJTOV (Xpt<TTOV or ®rnv) 'Iwuwv. ~ovAos is used of Chris­
tians in general, Acts ii. 18; 1 Cor. vii. 22; Eph. vi. 6; Col. iv. 12; 

2 Tim. ii. 24, and frequently in the Apocalypse. Iri I Pet. ii. 16 

we have SovAo, ®wv, but the usual phrase is Sov>..o, Xpl<TTOV. They 
are slaves of Christ as Lord; the correlative of SovAo, being fre­
quently Kvpios (Matt. xxiv. 50 ). But a more familiar correlative of 
Sov>..o, is il£<T7TOT'J,, and possibly this is the word that was in St. 
Peter's mind (see below, ii. 1 ). The question has been raised 
whether "slave of Christ" does not here mean the same as apostle. 
The phrase is by no means exclusively used of apostles, as will be 
seen from the passages quoted. As in I Pet. v. 1, so here the 
writer uses first an expression which puts him on a level with those 
to whom he is speaking before he claims a hearing by right of his 
apostleship. 

luonp.ov (the word is not found elsewhere in the New Testa­
ment) has often been taken to mean "of equal value." So R.V. 
"a like (in margin 'equally') precious faith"; but the precise sense 
is rather "equal in honour," or ' 1 privileges." Mr. Field, in his 
Notes on the Translation of the New Testament, points out that TLJL~ 
has the two meanings of value and of honour, and that while 'IToAv­
TLJLo, generally follows the first, OJLOTLJLO, and l<TonJJ,o, always follow 
the second. 'fo6T,JJ,o, is specially used of civic equality; thus 
Josephus, Ant. xii. 3· I, €JI awfj Tfj Jl,')Tp07TOA£L 'Avnoxd'l- 'lTOAtTdas 
avrnv, TJt{w<T£ KUl TOlS €VOlKL<T0£l<TlV l<ToT{Jl,OV, &1rlSnt€ MaK£ilD<Ti Kat 
'E>..>..77u,: Lucian, Hermot. 24, avT[Ka JJ,UAa 'IToA[T')V Jna Tovrnv, 
o<Tw; ltv YI, Kal l<T6nJLOV 8.1ra<Ti ( other references in Liddell and 
Scott). Probably St. Peter has this civic sense of the word in his 
mind. Faith makes those to whom he is writing burgesses in the 
city of God equally with the apostles. 

~fl-LV is equivalent to Tfj ~p.wv. There is much difference of 
opinion as to the meaning of this "we." ( 1) A large number of 
commentators take it of Jewish Christians as opposed to Gentile, 
quoting Peter's words in Acts xi. 17, T~I' t<T')V Swp£av E'.SwK£V avTo'i, o 
®£a, .:,, Kal. ~JL'i:11• But the Epistle nowhere refers to this dis­
tinction, which, indeed, has nothing to do with the points handled. 
( 2) "We" might be taken to denote the Church from which the 
apostle was writing, and with which he identified himself. This 
interpretation, however, is barred by ver. 4, from which it is clear 
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that "you" stand in the relation of disciples to "us." (3) "We," 
according to an ordinary Greek usage, might mean St. Peter alone ; 
but there is no reason for thus restricting the pronoun here, and 
it will be noticed that when the writer speaks of himself alone he 
uses the first person singular (i. 12-15). (4) Bengel, followed by 
others, including in recent times Keil, Spitta, von Soden, take the 
pronoun to refer to the apostles generally. This gives much the 
best sense. Throughout this chapter St. Peter is thinking of the 
contrast between the doctrine of the apostles and that of the False 
Teachers. "Your faith," he seems to say, "is as honourable as 
ours, though you received yours from us and we received ours from 
Christ." 

>..axouai. "Sortiti's; non sibi ipsi pararunt," Bengel. Their 
faith was given to them by the mercy of God. 

lv 8iKmouuvn, As in 1 Peter (ii. ·24, iii. 12, 14, 18, iv. 18), so in 
2 Peter (ii. 5, 7, 8, 21, iii. 13), 8£Kawi; and 8iKawcrvv17 bear the same 
meaning as in the Old Testament. It is therefore quite impossible 
to find here any reference to the Pauline doctrine of justification. 
'Ev 8iKawcrvv9 can hardly be taken with 1r{crnv. Even if, in Rom. 
iii. 2 5, 1r{crni; lv T<p alµan a~Tov meant "faith in His Blood," which 
is exceedingly doubtful, "faith in the justice of God" would be a 
remarkable expression. Nor can we take as parallels Eph. i. 15; 
Col. i. 4; 1 Tim. iii. 13; 2 Tim. iii. 15, where faith is said to be 
in Christ Jesus, for these are merely expressions of the habitual 
Pauline thought that the whole life of the believer is in his Lord. 
We cannot translate "faith issuing in a righteousness of God" ; for 
the preposition will not bear this meaning. Nor, again, can we 
translate "faith standing in, or built upon, the ( or a) righteousness 
of God"; for if we are to give righteousness here its Pauline sense 
of forensic or imputed righteousness, this follows faith, and does 
not precede it ; while, if we are to give the word its proper Petrine 
sense, faith rests, not on the divine justice, but on the divine goodness. 
For this last reason it seems impossible to connect lv BiKawcrvv[] 
with .\axovcri. The verb .\ayxaveiv implies a gift of favour, and 
favours are not received, strictly speaking, from justice. It remains, 
therefore, to find the determining word in icr6nµov. God is Just, 
and gives to all Christians equal privileges in His City. 

TOU 0eou ~p.wv KUL O"WT~pos '111uou XpL<TTOU, It has been much 
disputed whether Two Persons are here spoken of, or only One. 
Among recent commentators, Alford, Wiesinger, Bruckner, Steinfass, 
Ruther take the former view; Spitta and von Soden, the latter; 
Kiihl answers the question with a non liquet. The argument has 
two branches, the grammatical and the historical. As regards the 
grammar, it may be urged: 

I. That the combination of the two substantives under one 
article is a very strong reason for regarding the two substantives 
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as names of the same person. It is hardly open for anyone to 
translate in I Pet. i. 3 o ®Ee» Kat 1raT0P by "the God and Father," 
and yet hen{ to decline to translate o ®eo, Kai o-wT1P by " the God 
and Saviour." This point is rather strengthened than weakened 
by the addition of ~µ,wv to ®£6,. It must be admitted that if the 
author intended to distinguish two persons, he has expressed him­
self with singular inaccuracy. 

2. If the author had intended to distinguish two persons, it 
is exceedingly doubtful whether he could have omitted the article 
before o-wTijpo,. lwT0P is used in the New Testament of God 
or of Christ twenty-three times. Of these instances, two are in 
St. Luke's Gospel; one in the Gospel, one in the Epistles of 
St. John; two in Acts; one in Philippians, ten in the Pastoral 
Epistles of St. Paul; five in 2 Peter; one in Jude. It is used 
eight times of God, fourteen times of Christ; one passage, Tit. 
ii. 13, is doubted. As used of God, o-wT0P has the article five 
times, and dispenses with it three times ( 1 Tim. i. 1, iv. ro; 
Jude 25). As used of Christ it is anarthrous in Luke ii. II ; 

Acts v. 31, xiii. 23; 1 John iv. 14, but in no one of these 
passages would the article be in place. In Phil. iii. 20, also, 
it is anarthrous, and here possibly the article might have been 
used. Yet in this, the only passage where St. Paul uses o-wT0P 
outside of the Pastoral Epistles, the meaning may very well be 
"we expect," not the Saviour, but "a Saviour." 

3. But what we have specially -to regard is the usage not of 
other writers, but of 2 Peter. Five times the author uses o-wT0P, 
and always in very similar phrases. Here we have Tov ®wv ~µ,wv Kai 
o-w77Jpo, 'I'l)o-ov Xpto-Tov: below, i. II, ii. 20, iii. I 8, TOV Kvp{ov ~µ,wv 
Kal o-wnjpo, 'I'l)o-ov Xpto-Tov: iii. 2, Tov Kvpfov Kal o-wTijpo,. Though 
o-wT0P is one of his favourite words he never uses it alone, but 
always couples it under. the same article with another name. There 
is strong reason for thinking that the two names always belong to 
the same person; undoubtedly they do so in four cases out of the 
five. 

Spitta and von Soden, two very keen critics, regard these argu­
ments as decisive. Alford says, "Undoubtedly, as in Tit. ii. 13, 
in strict grammatical propriety, both ®wv and o-w77Jpo, would be 
predicates of 'I'l)o-ov Xpto-Tov. But here, as there, considerations 
interpose, which seem to remove the strict grammatical rendering 
out of the range of probable meaning." Yet the first and sovereign 
duty of the commentator is to ascertain, and to guide himself by 
the grammatical sense. 

The historical difficulty may be posed in the words of Kiihl. 
"The immediate transfer of ®£6, to Christ might find a parallel in 
Heb. i. 8, and in the doxologies addressed to Christ in Rom. ix. S; 
Heb. xiii. 21 ; on the other hand, the immediate attributive con-
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nexion of @Eo, with 'l17CTovs XptCTros is without analogy." But there 
is really nothing startling in the phrase of 2 Peter, if we think of 
John i. r, xx. 28; or the three, possibly five, doxologies addressed 
indifferently to Christ or Jesus Christ (Westcott, Hebrews, p. 464), 
one of which forms the conclusion of this Epistle; or the meaning 
of "Lord" in r Peter; or the language of the Apocalypse. LwT~P 
itself is a divine title, transferred without hesitation from Jehovah 
to Jesus Christ. But after all, the question is not what other 
authors say, but what 2 Peter says. 

It may be argued that because 2 Peter is here speaking of one 
person, he belongs to the post-apostolic age-to that of Ignatius, 
who speaks of Jesus Christ as o @Eos 7/JJ-°'"• Eph., Preface (see 
Lightfoot's note); but there is no sufficient reason for relegating 
this phrase to the second century. 

A final strong argument for supposing that St. Peter is here 
speaking of One Person only, is that those who consider him to 
be speaking of Two have great difficulty in explaining the word 
8iKaioCTvv17. Granting for the moment that Two Persons are here 
intended, is their righteousness the same, or different? Are we to 
say with Wiesinger · that God is righteous in so far as He ordained 
the Atonement, Jesus Christ in so far as He accomplished it? or 
must we not think with Spitta, that the Atonement is not here in 
question at all; because it can hardly be meant that, on the ground 
of the Atonement, a faith has been given to the readers of the 
Epistle which is iCTonJJ,os to that of the writer? The righteousness 
_intended is not that which makes atonement, but that which gives 
egually. But, if the righteousness is one and the same, it becomes 
exceedingly difficult to keep God and Jesus Christ apart. 

2. xapL!, Op.iv Kal dp~V'IJ 1r>..118uv8e(11. Cf. r Pet. i. 2, where 
precisely the same phrase is found. Jude, in his Address (V .. eo<; 
vJJ,'iv Kal dp~v17 Kal &.ya-rr17 -rrA170vv0e[17), follows the same model, but 
loosely. 

TOU 0eou Kal '111aou TOU Kup(ou ~p.wv. So B CK, Theophylact, 
Oecumenius, Lachm., Treg., Tisch., WH: NA L, TOV @wv Kal 'I17crov 
Xpunov TOU Kvptov 7/fLWI' : jscr, TOU Kvp{ov Kal @wv 7/fLWV: p am fu 
demid harl corb2

, -rov Kvptov : ascr Cser m87 m94 Syriac, TOV Kvpfov 
7/JJ-WV 'I17crov XpiCTrov: the Sahidic omits the whole verse. There is 
great variety of readings here, and all MSS. of 2 Peter are bad (see 
Introduction). Spitta, following Bengel, regards Tov Kvp{ov 7/fLWV 
as the original out of which all these variants arose, on the grounds 
that ( r) the phrase is much more likely to have been expanded 
than curtailed; (2) that the object of yvwcris or hdyvwCTi<;, in i. 8, 
ii. 20, iii. 18, is Christ alone; (3) that the diplomatic evidence of 
the shorter reading is by no means inconsiderable, P, which for 
2 Peter has great value, being supported by the Itala, the best MSS. 
of the Vulgate, and the Syriac. It should, however, be observed, 
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that in regard to 2 Peter, the Syriac is a late and inferior authority. 
Further, it is to be observed (4) that from the following words, rij, 
0£{a, ovvrfµ£w, avrov, it may be inferred, with great probability, that 
only one Divine Person was here mentioned. Upon the whole, it 
may be said that internal probability is strongly, if not conclusively, 
in favour of the shorter reading. External evidence must be left 
to the textu.al critics, but it is certain that there are passages in 
2 Peter where no MS. can be relied upon. Zahn, Einleitung, ii. 61, 
takes the same view as Spitta. 

iv lmyvwaeL. If we compare vers. 5, 6, 8, there appears to be 
a difference intended between yvwcri, and t.7r{yvwcris. The former, 
as in I Pet. iii. 7, appears to denote good sense, understanding, 
practical wisdom ; the latter is used of the knowledge of Christ. 
'E7r{yvwcri, is used by Plutarch of scientific knowledge, for instance, 
of music; and St. Peter may mean that the knowledge of Christ is 
the master-science, the apxinKToviK~. But, generally speaking, in 
the New Testament it is not easy to keep yvwcri, and brCyvwcri, 
distinct. 

3. ws, followed by the genitive absolute, may be rendered 
"seeing that." May grace and peace be multiplied unto you in 
the knowledge of Christ (and I pray this with confidence), seeing 
that He has granted unto us (His apostles) all things that conduce 
to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him that called us, 
by His own glory and virtue. 

Tijs 8eCas 8uv&,,.ews mhou. Christ. has 0da Mvaµi, because He is 
6 ®£0, ~µwv. The phrase is found in an inscription belonging to 
Stratonicea in Caria, the date of which is about A.D. 22. It is 
published in CIG, ii., No. 2 7 15a b; and in part in Deissmann, 
Bibelstudien, p. 277, Eng. trans. p. 361. The expression 0£{a ovvCJ-µi,, 
therefore, was current in St. Peter's lifetime. The author of our Epistle 
has a tendency to use reverent periphrases for the name of God, as 
in ver. 17 below. See Introduction, p. 235. Avvaµi, is one of the 
leading words of the Epistle; note the emphasis with which it 
recurs in ver. 16, ovvaµi, Kal 7rapovcrla. The Ovvaµi,, power and 
majesty, of Christ is the sword which St.· Peter holds over the head 
of the False Teachers. Christ's divine power has given us apostles 
7rrfvrn Ta 7rpo, Cw~v Kal. d1crl/3eiav through the knowledge of Him 
that called us. When He called us, He gave us the knowledge of 
Himself and, through that knowledge as the means, all that fosters 
life and Christian conduct. 

Tou Ka>..laaVTos ~,,.as. He that called the apostles was Christ. 
Compare Matt. ix. 13, where Christ speaks of Himself as calling 
sinners. It was He also that called St. Paul, Acts ix. 5. That this 
is the right explanation seems clear from ver. 11 below. We are 
called by Christ into the kingdom of Christ. Again, t_7r{yvwcri, is 
of Christ, vers. 2, 8. Generally speaking, in the New Testament it 
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is God, not Christ, that calls, but in Rom. i. 6 we have KA:qTOl 
'l17crov Xpicrrov. 

ml~ 8o~n KO.L cl.peTfi. So ~AC P, the Versions, Tisch., Lachm., 
Treg. ; B K L, the bulk of later MSS., WH, read Sia 86t,q, Kat 
&pH~,. "By His own glory and virtue," or "by glory and virtue." 
The divergence of reading is interesting mainly as showing the 
uncertainty of the text. Christ's glory might be called His own, 
though He received it from the Father (ver. 17); for what we have 
received is our own ( 1 Pet. iii. 1 ), and the glory belongs to Him, d, 
.;,µ,l.pav aiwvo, (iii. 18). Von Soden thinks that 86~a and &per~ 
correspond to lw~ and £vcrl./3Eia: and if this view is taken, they may 
be regarded as synonymous with 0£{a cpvcri,, and opposed to cp0opa 
in the following verse. Glory and virtue are the divine nature. 
But, as throughout this introduction St. Peter is paving the way for 
chaps. ii. and iii., and as it is his habit to introduce words which 
he means to explain later on (icr6nµ,o,, br£yvwcri,, 8vvaµ,i,), it is 
very probable that Spitta is right in regarding 86~a as an anticipa­
tion of the reference to the Transfiguration in vers. 16-18. 'Ape~ 
means the moral goodness of the 'Aµ,vo, aµ,wµ,o, Kat acr7TlAO,: this 
is the idea which the apostle immediately proceeds to develop. 

It is remarkable that this familiar Greek word is not used in 
its familiar sense of human ethical virtue in the New Testament, 
except in Phil. iv. 8, here, and in ver. 5 below. "Virtue" is a 
secular and disciplinary term which, owing to the influence of St. 
Paul, has never made itself quite at home in theology. Readers of 
Butler's Analogy will know how it links itself on to the doctrine of 
habit and the idea of moral desert. 

In the present passage the word forms a keynote. Christ has 
virtue, His disciples must add virtue to faith, but the False Teachers 
reject virtue altogether. 

All commentators appear to couple iUq, 86~71 Kat &perfj with 
rov KaA.l.cravro,, yet this construction seems extremely difficult. The 
moving cause of the call is not glory, but mercy. In r Pet. ii. 9, 
the issue, not the ground, of our calling is that we should tell 
forth the &pEra{ of God. It is much easier to take the datives with 
8e8wp17µ,l.v17, : His divine power has given us all things by His glory 
and virtue, because the attributes are, in fact, the power which 
enables Him to bestow the gift. That this is the right construction 
seems clear from the following words, Bi' Jv (practically equivalent 
tO af,) 8E8wp1)Tal, 

If but One Person is spoken of in ver. 1, and if the shorter 
reading is adopted in ver. 2, there can be no doubt that avTOv and 
Tov KaAlcravro, both refer to Christ. But if Two Persons are men­
tioned in either place, difficulties arise, which are not very easy of 
solution. Thus avrov is understood of God by Bengel, de Wette, 
Bruckner, Wiesinger, Keil, and others. But the order of the words 
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is against this ; and though it is quite natural for the writer, after 
calling Jesus Christ "our God," to speak of His "divine power," 
it does not seem quite natural to speak of "the divine power of 
God" ; the phrase in this case becomes a mere tautology. Again, 
if Soln Kal ap£rfj belong here to God, we must give up Spitta's 
explanation of Sola, which has so much to recommend it, and 
deprive ap£rv of all direct bearing upon the subject of the Epistle. 
As applied to God, apETv or ap£ra{ means "excellence" (see note 
on I Pet. ii. 9), and is practically equivalent to Sola (Hab. iii. 3; 
Isa. xlii. 8, xliii. 2 1 ). 

4. lh' Giv ••• 8dlwp'IJT«L, Here, again, the text is in a very un­
satisfactory condition. There is some evidence for Si' ov or Si' ~-, 
and throughout the verse the chief MSS. differ in minute points, 
especially as to the order of the words; see Tischendorf. We may 
translate, "Whereby He hath granted unto us those precious and 
very great promises." il£Swp'YJTai is again middle (Dietlein makes it 
passive); the subject is better found in 'Y/ 0£{a Svvaµ,is avTov than in 
o Ka>..law,. The antecedent to Si' tilv is Sola Kat apeTv. For the use 
of the superlative µ,lyi<JTa, see Blass, Grammar, p. 33. The t-1ray­
yl>..µ,ara (the word is peculiar to 2 Peter) are explained in iii. 13 

to mean the promise of a new heaven and a new earth, wherein 
righteousness dwells. Here, again, we have an instance of St. 
Peter's habit of anticipation, and a link between the introduction and 
the third chapter. Already the author is thinking of the doubts 
about the Parousia. 

Hofmann finds the antecedent' to Si' tilv in 1ravm : but it is not 
easy to see how these necessary aids to life and godliness can be 
spoken of as the means by which the promises are given. Rather 
they are the means by which the promises are held fast. 

iva 8,a TOUTWV yevriu8e 8e(as KOLVWVOL cj,uuews. " In order that 
through these (the promises) ye may become partakers of the 
divine nature." Christ has given us the apostles, as first recipients, 
custodians, witnesses, these promises, to the intent that you, whose 
faith is i<J'onµ,o, with ours, may escape the corruption of lust, and be 
made like God. But the "you" is not so emphatic as to require 
the insertion of vµ,£7s. 

Calvin, de W ette, Bruckner, Hofmann, Spitta refer Tovrwv to 
Ta 1rpo<; (w~v Kal EV(J'£/3£iav: Bengel found the antecedent in Sola 
Kal apETV : but Tavra can hardly signify anything else than l1ray­
yl>..µ,arn, which comes so immediately before it. 

The word 0£7,o,, which is here used for the second time, occurs 
elsewhere in the New Testament only in Acts xvii. 29, where St. 
Paul, speaking to Athenians, aptly speaks of To 0£7,ov, the Deity, 
using a phrase familiar to cultivated Greeks. Here 0£{a <f,v<J'i, has 
a similar ring ; it belongs rather to Hellenism than to the Bible. 
We may compare the Stoic phrase, Ina, elvai T~, <f,v<J'£w, ~' 0£{a,, 
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Stob. Eel. p. 122: or Philo, de Somn. i. 28 (i. 647), AoyiK~s KEKoi­
vwv~Kacn cpv<rEw, : or Joseph. contr. Ap. i. 2 6, 0das 8oKovvn p.ETE<TXYJKevai 
<pv<TEWS. <Pv<TEWS &v0pui1rfr'YJS KOLVWVELV is quoted from an inscription 
belonging to the first century before Christ, Deissmann, Bibelstudien, 
p. 284, Eng. trans. p. 368. But it should be noticed that St. Peter's 
phrase is neither Stoic nor Platonist. What he says is that the 
Christian becomes by grace partaker of the Divine nature. What 
the heathen philosopher taught was that all men are so by nature. 
Professor Harnack ( Chronologie, p. 469) regards the phrase 0das 
Koivwvol cpv<r£ws as one of the proofs that 2 Peter was not written 
before the latter half of the second century. The question has been 
discussed in the Introduction. Here it may be said that the author 
of 2 Peter uses some half-dozen words that were current among 
educated men ; that such words as he uses were familiar in the first 
century; that he shows less acquaintance with Hellenism than St. 
Luke or St. Paul ; that he is in no sense a philosopher, though this 
term might be applied to the author of Hebrews; that he shows no 
acquaintance with the Gnostic controversy in chap. ii. ; and, when 
he is speaking of the destruction of the world by fire in chap. iii., 
makes no reference either to Stoicism or to Platonism. 

®Etas Koivwvol cpv<r£ws means very much the same as St. Paul's 
Koivwv[a ITvEvµaTos, 2 Cor. xiii. 14; Phil. ii. I. But St. Peter, who 
attaches a very different sense to ITvEvµa (see notes on First Epistle), 
could hardly use the Pauline phrase. 

d:rrocj,uyoVTES, They will become partakers of the divine nature, 
not by escaping, but after escaping the corruption which is in the 
world and resides in desire. 'A1ro<f,£vynv, which is not used by any 
other writer in the New Testament, properly takes the accusative, 
as in ii. 20, below. I Peter uses only the plural em0vµ{ai. Here and 
in ii. 20 K6<rµos may have an ethical sense which it hardly exhibits 
in I Peter. We may notice the classical use of the article, as in 
1 Pet. iii. 3. 

5. KQL mho TOUTO 8l. "Yes, and (Ka{ ••• Se) for this very 
reason," because when we have escaped from corruption the pro­
mises, if we hold them fast and follow them, will make us partakers 
of the divine nature. Cf. Xen. Anab. i. 9. 21, Kal yap avTo Tovro 
0B1r£p aVTOS (VEKa <ptAWV c;ETO 8£t<r0ai, ws <TVVEpyovs lxoi, Kat avTOS 
E7rEtpaTO <TVVEpyos TOLS cpD,ois Kpd.Tl<TTOS Eivai, " For, for the very 
same reason for which he himself thought that he needed friends 
-that he might have helpers-he on his part endeavoured to be 
the best of helpers to his friends." So in Plato, avTa Tavm vvv 
17Koµ.w, "That is the very reason why we have come." This ad­
verbial usage of avTo ,,-ovTO, which is strictly analogous to that of 
,,-{, is quite classical; see Kruger, Griech. Gram. xlvi. 4; Blass, p. 
271. 

'll'«peurcj,lpEtv is "to bring in" or "supply besides." The classical 
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phrase is 1T1rov8~v 1Tote'i:a-0ai, but a-1rov'8~v da-cp£p£Lv is quoted from 
Josephus, Ant. xx. 9. 2, 1Tua-av a-1rov'8~v la-cplpea-0ai, from the 
Stratonicean inscription (Deissmann, Bibe!studien, p. 278, Eng. 
trans. p. 361). 

lmxop11yeLv, In Athens the State found the chorus, the 
Choregus provided all that was necessary for its equipment. 
Hence xop'Y}yew came to mean generally "to furnish with," "to 
supply." The verb is commonly used by the moral philosophers. 
Thus Arist. Eth. Nie. i. IO. 15, TOlS £KTOS aya0o'i:s tKavws KEXOP7J· 
Y'Y/1'-{vos, the natural gifts of man require to be equipped with, 
supplemented by external gifts of fortune. Cf. also Diog. Laert. 
vii. l 2 8, 0 f'-{VTOL IIava{nos Kal IIoa-ElOwvws oDK aDrapK7J Af.yova-t T~V 
&per~v, aA.Aa xpdav 1:Iva{ cpaa-t Kal vyie{as Kal xop'Y}y{as Kal la-xvos. It 
is possible that the word is here used as an ethical term, but it was 
commonly employed without any reference to this scholastic applica­
tion, thus Polybius, iii. 68. 8, xop7Jye'i:v ro a-rpar61re8ov ro'i:s E1TLT7JOdois, 
and it is found in this general sense in 2 Cor. ix. 10; 1 Pet. iv. 11 ; 

Gal. iii. 5; Col. ii. 19. In the compound lmxop7Jye'iv the preposi­
tion brings out the idea that the equipment is an addition to the 
original stock, but is not really wanted. Later Greek is much 
addicted to the needless emphasis of compound verbs. We should 
not omit to notice the Petrine and evangelical contrast between 
what God gives and what man adds to the gift. "Confer omnino 
parabolam de decem uirginibus, Matth. xxv. Flammula est id 
quod nobis absque nostro labore a Deo et ex Deo impertitur: sed 
oleum est id quod homo suo studio et fidelitate affundere debet, ut 
flammula nutriatur et augeatur. Sic extra parabolam res pro­
ponitur in hoe loco Petrino" (Bengel). 

5-7. In the list of excellences which follows we have some­
thing analogous to the Stoic 1rp0Ko~, and it is quite possible that 
the writer may have heard of the Stoic doctrine; the word 1rpoK61rreiv 
was current, and is used by St. Paul in its Stoic sense in Gal. i. 14. 
The moral and spiritual life is regarded as a germ which is expanded 
by effort, one step leads on to another, and each step is made by 
the co-operation of the human will with the divine. The list begins 
with 1r{a-ns, practically another name for the divine gift of l1r{yvwa-i,, 
and ends with aya1r'YJ, In H ermas, Vis. iii. 8. 1 -7, a similar list is 
II{a-ns, 'EyKpanw, 'Am\6r11s, 'Ema-T~f'-7/, 'AKaKfo, ":i.EfJ-V6TYJ<;: these are 
daughters one of another. In Sim. ix. 15, Hermas gives a list of 
twelve virtues or virgins which begins and ends in the same way. 
Harnack refers to Acta Pauli et Theclae, where we find the sequence 
1T{a-ns, cf,6/30,, yvwa-i,, ay&.1r7J, In later times Clement of Alex­
andria built his theory of the Two Lives on these passages. 

St. Peter is thinking throughout of the False Teachers, whom he 
is about to attack. 

Faith is to be supplemented by Virtue. See note on ver. 3. 
17 
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Virtue is right conduct under discipline, by which faith, the prin• 
ciple or &px~, is developed, good habits are established, and the 
mists of passionate desire (lm0vµ.Ca) are dissipated. 

Thus Virtue leads to Knowledge, not of spiritual mysteries as in 
r Cor. viii. 1, xiii. 2; Col. ii. 2, but of the goodness and reasonable• 
ness of the will of God. It is that knowledge which makes the 
friend as distinct from the servant, John xv. 15. 

Knowledge has been taken to mean practical skill in the details 
of Christian duty, "die Fiirsichtigkeit, die in allen Dingen das 
rechte Mass innezuhalten versteht" (Luther). "Virtus facit alacres," 
says Bengel, "uigilantes, circumspectos, discretos, ut reputemus 
quid aliorum causa sit faciendum uel fugiendum, et quomodo, ubi, 
quando." 

Knowledg\:! begets Continence, self-mastery, or self-restraint; 
the direct opposite of the 7rArnvEt{a of the False Teachers. 

Continence issues in Patience, which understands that with 
God a thousand years are as one day (here St. Peter is looking 
forward to chap. iii.)-this in Godliness, a large word (see ver. 3) 
summing up the whole of the practical side of the Christian life­
this again in Love of the Brethren (1 Pet. i. 22)-and this again in 
'Aya7r'f/, the love of Christ (1 Pet. i. 8), and in Christ of all mankind. 

Faith is here conceived of as in Heb. xi. 1, 3, as strong con­
viction, belief which determines action; this is the heavenly germ, 
which, if diligently fostered by obedience, issues in love, the per­
fection of the spiritual life. This is the view of r Peter and of the 
sub-apostolic Church. 

Aristotle, Eth. Nie. i. 9, starts three questions with regard to 
what he calls "happiness " : (I) whether it is µ.a0'f/Tov ~ £0urn5v : 
( 2) whether it comes Ka Ta nva 0dav µ.o'tpav : or (3) whether it is 
oia TVXYJV. The third is the naturalistic view; the second on the 
whole is that of St. Paul; the first on the whole that of St. Peter, 
who would say that, given Faith, which comes from God (KaTa TLva 
0E[av µ.o,pav), much depends on .the "thankworthy" obedience of 
man. This is the view of Aristotle himself, as it is also that of 
Bishop Butler. It is a view which makes ethical philosophy 
possible, because it leaves wide room for human reason and will. 
But there is no cause for supposing that St. Peter derived it from 
any other source than that of his own Christian experience. 

8. rnuTa yap. "For, if these things belong to you and increase, 
they make you not idle nor unfruitful with respect to the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." II>..rnva(w may mean either" to abound" 
or "to increase," but Spitta seems to be right in thinking that the 
latter sense is preferable here. Otherwise there is little difference 
between v7rapxoVTa and 'll"Arnva(ovrn. There has been much dis­
cussion as to the precise meaning of Eis in this passage ; the point 
being whether lr.{yvw<n<; is to be regarded as the end of the Christian 
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progress or as its beginning. On the side of the former view is the 
R. V., which translates " unto the knowledge" ; so de W ette, 
Bruckner, Ruther, Fronmiiller, Steinfass, Kuhl; on the side of the 
second, the A. V. (" in the knowledge"), Bengel, Ewald, Hofmann, 
Schott, Weiss, Wiesinger, von Soden, and, substantially, Spitta. The 
dispute turns upon the question whether EL\, is to be taken with the 
adjectives oi;- with the verb. Ka0uTTavai Eis means "to bring a 
person to a place," and we might conceivably translate " these 
things bring you, not being idle nor fruitless, unto the knowledge." 
But Ka0icTTavai nva apy6v means "to make a person iq.le "; and if 
we adopt this construction, £1!. with its case will denote that in 
respect of which he is idle. The two constructions and the two 
translations must not be blended or confused, as they are in the 
R.V. Ka0{rrTYJ<IW must either mean "bring" or "make." But 
now a glance at vers. 2 and 3 will show that the Christian progress 
begins with E'Trlyvw<TL\, (Ilia T~\, lmyvw<TEW\,) and is in £1rlyvw<TL\,, 
'E,rtyvw<rt\, is the germ which makes progress possible, and is de­
veloped by the progress, but is not represented here as the goal 
to which the progress tends. Here, as often, commentators have 
been biassed by the desire to bring the language of St. Peter into 
exact accordance with that of St. Paul, in Col. i. 10, lv 1TaVTt lpylJ: 
Kap1TocpopovvTE\, Ka£ a-titavoµ€VOL Ei\, T~V f.1r{yvw<TLV TOV ®rnv. The two 
apostles do not disagree here; for this knowledge, which grows 
with our growth, might very well be said to be the issue of all our 
strivings. But it is also their root, and this is the point which St. 
Peter wishes to bring out. 

This verse is quoted in. the Epistle of the Churches of Lyons 
and Vienne, Eus. H. E. v. 1. 45, o {)£ Ota JJ,E<TOV Katpo\, o-tJK &.pyo\, 
avTDL\. ov0£ a.Kap1To\, ly{veTO. . 

9. ~ yo.p fL~ ,rapeCTn TauTa. The words are equivalent in sense 
to ; yap µ~ virapxei Tavm Kat 7TAEOva(ei, as TVcpAo\,, µvw7ra(wv, A~0Yjv 
Aa/3wv to apyo\, Kat O.Kap7TO\,, But the group of epithets in this verse 
gives the cause of the barrenness, and forms a second indictment 
against the False Teachers. They are not only barren trees (Luke 
xiii. 6), but they are blind leaders of the blind (Matt. xv. 14). 

Tuct>Ms. He is blind because he has lost the light of the 
l1T{yvw<rt\. of Christ which was given to him (ver. 3), and thus has 
never attained to yvwrri,. 

p.uw,ratwv. The correct form of this verb appears to be either 
µvw7Tla(eiv ( cf. 1J7TW7Tta(etv ), or fJ,VW7T£LV ( cf. &tvw7TELV ). Suidas has in 
one place µvw1Ta(eiv, in another µvwmatew. Commentators, follow­
ing Beza and Budaeus, refer to Arist. Problem. xxxi. 16. 25; but 
though Aristotle there describes the µvwrf;, he does not use 
µ,vw1Ta(nv, nor does the verb appear in the Index of Bonitz. 

Mvwrf; means "short-sighted"; P,VW7Ta(eiv, "to be short-sighted." 
The characteristics of a short-sighted man are that he sees things 
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dimly, or that he sees what is close at hand more distinctly than 
what is far off. The first gives tolerable sense, but many commen­
tators prefer the second ; the purblind see earth far more clearly 
than heaven (Beza, Grotius, Estius, de Wette, Ruther), or sees 
that he is a member of the Church, and does not see clearly how 
and on what conditions he becam~ one (Hofmann). 

Wolf, Bochart, Spitta, and von Soden take 11:vwf to mean "one 
who shuts his eyes" and will not see. But µ,vwf never has this 
sense, though it is derived from µ,vw, and means properly "blinking." 
This explanation "is dictated by the wish to find a climax in Tv<f,>-..6,, 
µ,vwrra(wv: but it is not necessary to suppose that St. Peter was a 
skilled rhetorician. 

The Vulgate translates manu tentans, like a blind man, feeling 
his way with outstretched hand. It is difficult to see how this 
explanation, which represents the Greek lfYJAa<f,wv, arose. 

P reads µ,vorra(wv, which seems to imply a false derivation from 
µ,v, and o7nJ (µ,vwrr{a for "a mouse-hole " is found). Hence Oecu­
menius says, µ,vwrra(nv 8€ TO TV</,AWTT£LV elpYJTal, arro TWV V7r0 TIJV yqv 
µ,vwv TV<f,Awv els &rrav Bian>-..ovvTwv. In this way Erasmus explained 
the translation of the Vulgate, "manu uiam tentans, deducta a 
muribus metaphora, qui parietem, aut tabulam, aut si quid aliud 
obuium fuerit, sequi solent, donec cauum nacti fuerint." See 
Suicer, µ,vwrra(w. 

>.."1611v >..o.~wv. "Because he has forgotten"; cf. Josephus, Ant. 
ii. 9· 1, Bia xp6vov µ,qKO', >..170Yjv >..a/36vn,: Athen. xii. 24, P· 523 A, 
oi fl,ETa TOVTOV', A170Yjv Aa/36vn, Tq, KpYJTWV 7rEpt TOV f3{ov EVKorrµ,{a,. 
Thucydides, ii. 49. 5, has Toti, 8£ Kat >dJBYJ l>-..aµ,/3ave, "forgetfulness 
came upon" the sufferers from the plague. Bengel and von Soden 
would translate "having chosen to forget," but the notion of wilful­
ness does not seem to lie in the phrase. 

TOU Ko.80.puyµ.ou TWV 1ra>..m o.tJTOU ciµ.o.pnwv. "The cleansing from 
his old sins" in Baptism. Cf. I Pet. iii. 21, rrw(ei /3anirrµ,a, ov 
rrapKO', arr60erri, (JV7rOV a.AA.a rrvvn817rrew, aya0q, £7rEpWTYJJ1,U ei, ®eov. 
The reference to Baptism is made certain by the word 1r1f>-..ai : all 
previous sins were cleansed at that time. Here as in 1 Peter "sin" 
is concrete, and there is no necessary implication of birth-sin. The 
cleansing is based upon the sacrificial Death of Christ ( 1 Pet. i. 18, 
ii. 24, iii. 18), and is conditioned by KAqrri, Kat h>-..oy17, and by 
the faith and repentance of the cleansed (rrvvn817rrew, aya0q, 
l-;repwTYJµ,a), but is conveyed by a definite act. 

But what is it precisely that the False Teacher has forgotten? 
First, no doubt, the fear which attaches to the remembrance of the 
price of Redemption (1 Pet. i. 17-19). But does St. Peter mean also 
that the special cleansing of Baptism cannot be repeated ? This 
sense may be found in Heb. x. 26 and in 2 Pet. ii. 20-22. There 
are passages in 1 Peter which seem to mean that the cleansing of 



CHAP. I. VERS. 10, l I 261 

ordinary sins, such as no Christian can avoid, is to be found in 
suffering (r Pet. ii. 21, iii. 14, iv. 1, 16). We might say that in 
Hebrews, 1 and 2 Peter, Christlike suffering for righteousness' sake 
is the condition of post-baptismal cleansing. Out of these 
passages arose the N ovatian schism, the question agitated by 
Hermas, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, whether µeTdvoia was 
admissible after Baptism, and, if so, how often, and the whole system 
of Penance. These consequences could hardly be drawn from the 
Pauline Epistles. 

10. lho ,._..a>..>..ov. "Wherefore the more." l7l'ov3da-aTe repeats the 
exhortation <T7l'ov3~v 7l'aa-av 7rapna-wiyKavn,, but two additional 
reasons for diligence have been given in vers. 8 and 9 ; hence the 
µa.11.11.ov. 

u1rou8auaTe. Here as above (hnxop'Y]y~a-aTe, ver. 5) and again 
in iii. 14 the aorist imperative, which properly refers to a single 
definite action, as in 36Te µoi TovTo, is wrongly used for the present. 
The same grammatical inaccuracy is very common in I Peter 
(ii. 13, iv. 1-7, v. 8). 

iroLeLu8aL, The middle voice signifies "to make for yourselves." 
Here again the necessity for the co-operation of the human will is 
very strongly expressed. Christ has called and elected the 
brethren; it rests with them to hold fast the gift. 

For iKAoy~ see note on I Pet. i. 1. Here as there probably 
the corporate sense predominates ; it denotes selection for a place 
in the yivo, £KAEKT6v. Ideally selection precedes the call or invita­
tion, which must always be addressed to individuals. Men are 
called out of darkness into light ( 1 Pet. ii. 9), out of the Flood into 
the Ark, or, like Abraham, out of an earthly home to the pilgrim 
life. All Christians have been called and selected, otherwise they 
would not be Christians, but they must "work out their own salva­
tion ,, (Phil. ii. I 2 ). St. Paul adds ®eo, y&.p £<TTlV O ivepywv £V vµ1.v 
Kai To 0111.nv Kai To ivepye1.v v7rep rij, ev3oK{a,. St. Peter does not 
add this qualification, though he goes on to remind his hearers that 
the reward is a divine gift. 

o& 11~ ,rrn(u'IJTt! iroTe. "Ye shall never stumble." The apostle 
does not mean "ye shall never sin "-for in this sense we all 
stumble (J as. iii. 2 ). He is thinking of the onward march along the 
King's highway, and the final entry into the kingdom. Ye shall 
come safe to the journey's end. "Ut quouis tempore, inoffenso 
pede, non tanquam ex naufragio uel incendio, sed quasi cum 
triumpho intrare possitis" (Bengel). 

11. tlmxop'l]y'1]8~uETm. The repetition of the verb from ver. 5 
brings out with great emphasis the response of God's grace to man's 
faithfulness. 

Dietlein, Spitta, von Soden, Kuhl find in the verb an allusion 
to the rich ornaments with which the chorus was provided by the 
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choregus for its entry upon the stage ; but it is hardly probable that 
the ancient significance of xopYJyliv was present to St. Peter's mind. 
IL\ovcdw, finds its adequate explanation in the manifold graces of 
God (r Pet. iv. 10), the T{µia Ka, µlyurrn brayyDcµara of ver. 4. 
As man supplements the gift of God by ceaseless endeavour, so 
God supplements man's faithful efforts by a rich and final gift. 
Thus (Matt. xxv.) the man travelling into a far country delivers the 
talents to his servants, returns to take account, and calls those who 
have made due profit into the joy of their Lord. As in 1 Peter, the 
thought is purely evangelical; there is no trace of metaphysical 
speculation. 

The eternal kingdom is that of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ-this the writer says without reserve or qualification. The 
expression justifies the view taken above of o ®£0, ~µwv, of 0£{a 
fMvaµi,, and of o Ka'Ahra,. Christ calls us into the kingdom, because 
it is His own. We are reminded especially of Luke i. 33, Ka, 
{3auiAEVcrH €1rl T6v o!Kov 'laKW/3 £ls ToVs alWvar;, Kal. Trjs {3acrtAElas 
avTov ovK lurai TtAo,. The kingdom of God or of heaven is also 
called the kingdom of Christ in Matt. xiii. 4 r, xvi. 2 8, xx. 2 r ; Luke 
xxiii. 42; John xviii. 36. In Luke xxii. 30 the kingdom is given to 
the Son by the Father. Cf. Heb. i. 8; Apoc. xix. 16. To none of 
these writers does the phrase suggest any difficulty; but on this 
point, as on so many others, St. Paul speculates, r Cor. xv. 24. 

The end of Christian pilgrimage is the crossing of Jordan and 
entrance into the Promised Land, the patrimony, the salvation 
ready to be revealed (r Pet. i. 4, 5), the kingdom of Christ. There 
is in 2 Peter the same attitude of expectancy as in r Peter. 

Obviously the kingdom of Christ does not here mean the Church 
upon earth. But the word EKKAYJ<r[a is not found in either the First 
or the Second Epistle. See Hort, The Christian Ecc!esia, p. 221. 

Even in the Gospels the kingdom is frequently spoken of as 
future. Outside of the Gospels it is seldom regarded as realised 
upon earth, though we find such passages as Col. i. 13 ; Apoc. i. 6; 
1 Pet. ii. 9. In post-apostolic writers the future sense seems to be 
universal; see Clem. Rom. xiii. 3; 2 Clem. v. 5, ix. 6, xi. 7, xii. I; 

Barn. iv. 13, vii. 11; Herm., Sim. ix. 12. 3; Ignatius, Eph. xvi. 1; 
Polycarp, v. 3 ; Mart. Polycarpi, xxii. r. 

The phrase aiwvw, (Jam'Ada does not recur in the New Testa­
ment. It is one of the few salient phrases in this Epistle, and is 
quoted in the Mart. Polycarpi, xx. 2. The word aiwvw, might be 
included in the list of St. Peter's philosophical terms, for the 
distinction between aiwv and xpovo, is an important commonplace 
in later Platonism. Yet aiwvw, is a common word in the New 
Testament, and it would be absurd to cite it as an indication of 
Hellenism, except in so far as Hellenism may mean any degree of 
education whether large or small. 
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12. 810. Here St. Peter passes to a fresh point which completes 
his introduction. The faith of his readers is l<r6np,os with that of 
the apostles, because it embraces all that conduces to life and 
godliness; it must be developed by effort which leads to virtue, not 
to licence; without effort none shall enter into the kingdom of 
Christ. 

From t.his point to the end of the chapter he insists upon the 
truth of this faith. It rests upon the evidence of eye-witnesses, of 
whom he himself was one; and upon that of the Hebrew prophets, 
but the prophets must not be misunderstood. 

"Wherefore I shall always put you in remembrance." MD,Aw 
with the infinitive in the New Testament is frequently merely used 
for the future indicative; the grammar is breaking up, and there is 
a tendency to form tenses by the use of auxiliaries as in low Latin. 
The future p,£AA~<rw is found also in Matt. xxiv. 6, where p,£AA~<T£T£ 
dKoVnv is neither more nor less than dKov<r£<T0£. Suidas, however, 
explains p,£AA~<rw by <r7rov8cf<rw, cppoVT{<rw, and the R.V. translates 
"I shall be ready always to put you in remembrance." The 
rendering of the A.V., "I will not be negligent," represents ovK 
dp,£A~<rw, a variant supported by K L, the bulk of the later MSS., 
and the Syriac. 

The words lv Tfj 7rapov<T'[) &Xr10dq. are explained by £l8oTas, the 
things which they know are the truth which is present to them. 
'E<rTrJpiyp,lvovs lv is a much stronger phrase than £l86rns : "ye not 
only know them, but are established in them," ye know them and 
do them. Truth here embraces not only moral truth,-the necessity 
of growth from 'll"{<rns to dycf7rri,-but historical or doctrinal truth 
opposed to <T£<Tocpi<rp,lvoi p,v0oi. 

13. 8tKmov ~youp.cu, " I deem it right "; it is my bounden 
duty as an apostle. 'Ecp' 8uov, "so long as "; cf. Matt. ix. 15; the 
b<rov is neuter. lK~vwp,a, "a tent"; this metaphor for the body 
suits well with the general conception of life as a pilgrimage, 
1 Pet. i. I, ii. I I. St. Paul uses <TKfjvos in the same sense 2 Cor. v. i. 

The apostles derived the metaphor from the history of the Patriarchs, 
but according to Clement of Alexandria, Strom. v. 14. 94, Plato 
also called the body y~ivov <TKfjvos. 

81eydp£1v iv 1'.rrrop.v,\ae1. "To stir you by a reminder" is a phrase 
that recurs iii. i. The £V is probably instrumental (a Hebraistic, 
not a Greek use). 

14. et8w,; bTt TUXIVIJ fonv ~ tbro8ea1,; TOU (J"K~VWfJ,a.TO,; p.ou. 
"Knowing that the putting off of my tent cometh swiftly." It has 
been disputed whether "swiftly" here means "suddenly" or "soon." 
Either explanation is possible, and either yields good sense. If the 
apostle means that he is to die soon, there was great reason why he 
should be earnest in admonition. If he means that he is to die 
suddenly (i.e. by violence), the necessity for insistence is still the 
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same. "Qui diu aegrotant," says Bengel, "possunt alios adhuc 
pascere. Crux id Petro non erat permissura." In John xxi. 18 our 
Lord foretold that Peter should die a violent death omv y'Y}pa.a-u,, 
If the apostle was rlpwv when he wrote this Epistle, he would feel 
that this prophecy must soon be accomplished. The point must 
be left to the reader's judgment. 'A1ro0£a-ii;, "putting off," is a 
word that suits a garment rather than a tent. The two images are 
blended in much the same way by St. Paul, 2 Cor. v. 2-5. 

Ka9ws •.. e8~>..w1Te p.oi. The most natural explanation of these 
words is to be found in John xxi. 18, 19. An argument has been 
raised against the authenticity of 2 Peter on the ground that the 
author here quotes the most suspected chapter of a very late gospel, 
but all that he does is to refer to a prophecy qf our Lord's, which is 
probably that recorded by St. John. Spitta insists that the passage 
in the Johannine Gospel is not here in question at all, on the 
ground that there our Lord foretold that St. Peter should die in a 
particular way, by crucifixion, while in the prophecy here referred to 
the apostle had been warned that his death should happen soon. 
Hence Spitta thinks that St. Peter is alluding to some saying of our 
Lord's which has not been preserved elsewhere. 

15. 1T11"ou8auw ••• /l.V'r/fl.'rJ" 'll'OLetu9m. "And I will take pains 
also that as occasion requires ye may be able after my death to call 
these things to remembrance." ::S1rov8aa-w is late Greek for a-1rovoa.­
a-oµai, and ifx£iv should be 01rw, ltET£: see Blass, p. 2 2 5. 'EKa.a-roT£, 
"at each time," "whenever the need arises," as often as similar 
errors are propagated. "Eto8o,, "death," as in Luke ix. 3 I (in the 
account of the Transfiguration), and in the Letter of the Churches 
of Vienne and Lyons, Eus. H. E. v. I. 36, 55. The word means 
properly "end" or "close," so Xen. Hell. v. 4. 4, t.1r' Jt68</! r~. 
apx~•· Hence it is used by later writers of the end or close of life, 
but only with the defining genitive, Josephus, Ant. iv. 8. 2, l1r' 
t.t68</! roil (~v. 

Is this promise fulfilled by the writing of this present Epistle, to 
which the readers would be able t6 turn, whenever need arose, after 
the writer was dead and gone? This is the explanation of Bengel, 
Wiesinger, Dietlein, Schott, von Soden, Kiihl; but it is excluded by 
the future a-1rov8,fo·w. The sense seems clearly to be "I will myself 
remind you, so long as I live (as I am doing by this Epistle); and 
further, I will take care that after my decease you shall constantly 
be able to refresh your memory as to my teaching." What he 
promises is something that will show that his teaching did not rest 
upon a-£a-o<f,ia-µlvoi µv0oi, but on historical fact, and this promise 
cannot be thought to be wholly redeemed by the brief reference here 
made to the Transfiguration. 

Ruther thought the meaning to be that St. Peter would establish 
a succession of teachers, who after his death would keep alive the 
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knowledge of the truth. But it seems clear that what is promised 
is a document, to which his disciples would be able to turn and 
confirm their belief. 

In very early times it seems to have been thought that the 
words pointed to the Gospel of St. Mark. Irenaeus, iii. 1. 1, µEra 
0€ T~V TOVTWV ttooov MapKoc;, o µa0~T'f], Kal i:pµ7]VEVTiJ, Ilerpov, Kal 
avroc; Ta l!TrO Ilerpov K'f]pVcr<r6µEVa '-yypac:f,wc; TrapaOF.OWK€, Here Grabe 
cannot possibly be right in taking ;tooov to mean the departure of 
the apostles from Rome. That the statement of Irenaeus rests 
upon the present passage appears partly from the use. of the word 
etoooc;, and partly from the way in which St. Peter's words are 
misunderstood. The apostle does not say that the document of 
which he is speaking should be written after his death, but that it 
should be written so as to be of use after his death. It is possible 
that Irenaeus added from 2 Peter the words f1-€Ta r~v rovrwv Etooov 
to information which he gathered from Papias, Eus. H. E. ii. 15. 2, 

iii. 39. 15; but probably he found them in Papias. 
Certainly no document would redeem the apostle's promise so 

well as a gospel; and if a gospel is meant, the reference can hardly 
be to any other than that of St. Mark. 

It seems highly probable that the composition of the later 
pseudonymous Petrine literature, the Apocalypse, Gospel of Peter, 
Preaching of Peter, and other books, was suggested by these words. 
If so, the fact goes to prove that 2 Peter was well known, and 
regarded as authentic in very early. times. It seems hardly likely 
that such extensive liberties would have been taken with the name 
of Peter, unless there were a phrase, in a writing generally recognised 
as his, which gave plausibility to the forgery. Hence we may see 
in the present passage a reason for dating 2 Peter at any rate before 
any of the extra-canonical Petrine books. 

16. oo yap <1€<10ct,urp.lvots p.o8ois tlfa.KOhou8~<10.VTES • • • ,rapouaCav. 
"For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made 
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Mv0oc; by itself might mean merely "fables," such as the legendary 
history of the heathen gods, "false tales,'' "fictions"; and this may 
be the meaning of the word where it occurs in the Pastorals, 1 Tim. 
i. 4, iv. 7; 2 Tim. iv. 4; Tit. i. 14. Yet even there it may, and 
here the addition of cmroc:f,urµlvoi shows that it must, bear the later 
sense of "a fiction which embodies a truth," "an allegorism." The 
False Teachers, or some of them, must have maintained that the 
Gospel miracles were to be understood in a spiritual sense, and not 
regarded as facts. But they differ from the False Teachers alluded 
to in the Pastorals, inasmuch as they do not appear to have intro­
duced any " myths " of their own. They were therefore not 
Gnostics, as Dietlein and Baur supposed; their TrAaUTot >-.6yoi were 
simply allegorical explanations of the gospel; they denied the literal 
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sense, but professed to hold fast the spiritual. It is obvious how 
this mode of exegesis might be applied to the Second Advent. 

eyvwplaap.ev. "We made known." St. Peter does not say 
that he himself had taught the readers of the Epistle, nor does his 
phrase necessarily imply that any of the Twelve had done so 
personally. All that he means is that the teaching which these 
people had received had come to them mediately or immediately 
from apostles. 

8uvap.w Kal 'll'apoualav are keywords to the second and third 
chapters respectively. For 8vvaµ,i, compare ver. 3 above ; and for 
the connexion between 8vvaµ,i, and 7rapov<T{a, see Matt. xxiv. 30. 

&>.>.' e'll'O'll'TaL yevYJ8EvTES tjs eKelvou p.eya>.eLOTYJTOS, "But we had 
been eye-witnesses of His majesty," and that is why we taught you 
what we did. 'E7ro7rT1J, is equivalent to afiTorrrri,, Luke i. 2 ; 

compare the use of e7ro7rTevw, 1 Pet. ii. 12, iii. 2. It was unneces­
sary for St. Peter to state that three only of the apostles had 
actually been present. MeyaAei6rri, (Luke ix. 43; Acts xix. 27; 
µeyaAe'ia, Luke i. 49; Acts ii. u) is the majesty of Christ which 
directly involves His. 8vvaµ,i,. For the future Parousia no ocular 
testimony could be adduced, but as the Second Coming is the 
arroKaAvifm rrj, 86tri, Xpi<Trov, 1 Pet. iv. 13, no apter confirmation 
could be found than the revelation of glory at the Transfiguration. 
It is to be observed that St. Peter uses the Transfiguration to prove, 
not the 7rapoV<Tla, but the credibility of the apostles who had preached 
the 7rapov<T{a. If we may suppose, what is by no means improbable, 
that the False Teachers, while explaining away the Resurrection, 
admitted the historical truth of the rest of the Gospel, we can see 
a strong reason for St. Peter's choice of this particular incident. 

17. >.a~wv yap. "For having received from God the Father 
honour and glory, such a voice having been borne to Him by the 
magnificent glory, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased." The sentence is anacoluthic, Aa/3w11 having no finite 
verb. <l>wv~ cplpern{ Tivi iJ1r6 is a singular phrase. MeyaAo7rpe7r~<; 
is found Deut. xxxiii. 26; 2 Mace. viii. 15, xv. 13; 3 Mace. ii. 9. 
'H µ,eyaAo7rpe7r~<; 86ta is a reverential paraphrase for God; Bela 
8vvaµ,i,, ver. 3, Bela cpv<Ti,, ver. 4, belong to the same class of 
expressions of which there are many instances in Jewish apocrypha. 
Spitta quotes Test. Levi, 3, El/ T,i, avwrlpw (ovpavoj) 'Tr<l.J/TWJ/ KaTaAVEl 
YJ µ,eya.Ari 86ta: Ascensio Iesaiae, xi. 32, "et uidi quod sedit a dextera 
illius magnae gloriae": Enoch xiv. 18, 20, "And I looked and saw 
therein a lofty throne ... and the Great Glory sat thereon" ; so 
also cii. 3, "And will seek to hide themselves from the presence of 
the Great Glory." Clement of Rome, ix. 2, also has the phrase, 
possibly borrowed from 2 Peter, aTev{<Twµ,ev el, Tov,; TEAe{w,; AnTovpy+ 
<TaVTa-. Tfj µ,eyaAorrpe7ret 86tv a-rirov: but he may have taken it direct 
from Enoch; see Lightfoot's note. The expression again throws 



CHAP. I. VERS. 18, 19 

light upon o ®ro, ~p.wv ; the Great Glory is God, whom no man bath 
seen; Christ is our God, God who hath condescended to become 
visible. 

Wiesinger and Spitta are probably right in identifying p.eya>..o-
1rpe1r~<; 86ta with the vr<j,D1.ri <pwTnv~ (the Shechinah) of Matt. xvii. 5. 

The sentence is anacoluthic. St. Peter has not added the verb 
which he intended, and it is not possible to say what it was. The 
Heavenly Voice arrests his attention and becomes the main object 
of his thought, because it leads him on to speak of the other voice, 
that of prophecy. This has led some commentators to. accuse him 
of having begun by promising ocular evidence, and ended by giving 
aural. The actual vision is described by the words >..af3wv nµ~v Kat 
86tav, which represent V,aµfrv TO 1rp6<rw1rov aiiTOV w<; o ~AW<;, Td. 8e 
1µana aiiTOV E"/f.1'€TO AEVKd. w<; TO <j,w<;. Some, again, have created a 
discrepancy with the evangelical narrative by making evrxOr{<T'YJ, 
come before >..a(36iv in point of time; thus St. Peter is made to say 
that the voice preceded the Transfiguration, whereas in the Gospels 
it follows. This, however, is quite arbitrary; the temporal relation 
of the participles is not to one another, but to the main verb. See, 
for instance, Thuc. iv. 133, o vew, T~<; "Hpa, ev "Ap-yn KanKavOri, 
Xpv<r{8o<; T~<; 1rpda<; >..vxvov Tll'd. Or{<T'Y]<; ~µp./.vov 1rpo<; Td. <TTf.µµarn Kat 
emKarn8apOov<T'YJ,, Chrysis did not fall asleep before she set the 
lamp near the garlands. Here there is no Ka{ between >..a{36iv and 
evrxOd<rri,, but this makes no difference ; the order of the events 
denoted by the participle is fixed, not by their tense, but by their 
sequence. 

The first clause of the Voice is not quite certain. B has o v,6, 
µov o &.-ya1rri-ro<; µov Oi!T6<; E<TTW (so WH, Tisch. vii.): P, Oi!T6<; E<TTll' 
o v16, µov o &.-ya1rriTo, oi!-r6, E<TTLI' : ~ A C K L, oi!T6, E<TTll' o . v16, 
µov o &.-yam1-r6,. This last reading, though the best attested, may 
be due to copyists who remembered the words as given by Matt. 
xvii. 5 and Mark ix. 7. Peter omits &.Koveu aiiTov, which is 
.found in all three Synoptists. He omits also the vision of Moses 
and Elias. His account appears to be quite independent of the 
Gospel text. 

18. Kal -rmhriv ••• &y(°!· "And this voice we heard borne from 
heaven, being with Him in the holy mount." The mountain was 
made holy by the theophany. 

19. Kal exo11-ev ~e~auhepov ••• KapB(aLs 011-wv. "And even surer 
is the word of prophecy which we have, whereunto ye do well to 
take heed, as unto a lamp giving light in a squalid place, till the 
day break and the day star arise in your hearts." The testimony 
of the prophets is one, because it all testifies of Christ, His suffer­
ing, and His glory, 1 Pet. i. 10. For KaAw, 1roir'i:Te, followed by the 

· participle, cf. Acts xv. 29. 'Ev ailXfL'Y/P'f -r67r<p: the light shows up 
the filth, and makes cleansing possible. The Vulgate renders £n loco 
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caliginoso, in a dark place; but avxµ,YJp6, does not appear to bear 
this sense, though Aristotle uses it of dark or dirty-looking colour 
(7rept xpwµ,riTwv, iii. p. 793. rr). Bef3ai6TEpov is predicative. 

It seems at first sight strange that St. Peter should speak of the 
voice of prophecy as even more certain than the voice of God. It 
was, however, the same voice, and, for the apostle's present pur­
pose, it was even more certain and conclusive. The voice at the 
Transfiguration was not A:vxvo<; cpalvwv EV avxl-'YJP'/! T6ml:' : it conveyed 
no moral lesson. What St. Peter desires, in addition, is a word 
that strikes directly and conclusively at Libertinism, and this he 
finds in Hebrew prophecy. 

Augustine took the meaning to be "surer to you." You were 
not on the Mount as we were, and you may not unreasonably 
think the word of the old prophets more trusty than ours ; in 
Johann. Tract. xxxv. 8; Serm. xxvii., de uerb. Apost. vol. v. p. 
149 C. But, if this were the meaning, we should have expected 
<XETe, as Alford says. 

Modern commentators almost universally take the view ex­
pressed in the translation of the R.V. "And we have the word 
of prophecy made more sure," that is to say, the testimony of the 
prophets is confirmed by the voice from heaven. But it is very 
doubtful whether the Greek will bear this meaning, which could 
have been expressed quite easily by Kat ovTw, (3ef3awvrni. The verb 
/3e/3awvv, or the substantive f3ef3a{wcn,, bear the sense of "confirm," 
"confirmation"; but f3lf3aw, in classical Greek always means 
"firm," "steady," "sure." This is its meaning also in the New 
Testament; see 2 Cor. i. 7; Heb. ii. 2, iii. 6, 14, vi. 19; 2 Pet. 
i. 10. Even in Rom. iv. 16, f3ef3a{a i1fayyeA{a, and Heb. ix. 17, 
f3ef3a{a 8ia0~KYJ, the meaning is "valid," not "ratified." The same 
is true of the passages quoted by Mr. Field in his Notes on the 
Translation of the New Testament, Charit. Aphrod. iii. 9, K6:yw 
/3e/3ai6TEpov ,crxov To 0appliv, my courage was firmer; Chaeremon 
in Stobaeus, .Flor. lxxix. 31, /3e/3awTlpav •xe T~v cpiAfov 7rpo, Tov,; 
yove'i\ let your love be stronger; Isocrates, ad Demon. p. 10 A, 
WCTTE (TOl crvµ,f3~rrETat 7rapri TE T'J' 7rA~0Et µ,aA/1..ov EvOOKlP,ELV Kat T~V 7rap' 
EKe{vwv evvoiav /3e/3awTlpav ,xeiv. But in the present passage St. 
Peter is not comparing different degrees of certainty in the prophetic 
word, but the word of prophecy with the word of the Transfigura­
tion. Again, the apostle could hardly make a point of the con­
firmation of prophecy; it needed no confirmation; it was fulfilled 
by the gospel, but not proved; on the contrary, it was regarded as 
a proof of the gospel. The most natural view is that he is here 
appealing to a second witness, which, for the purpose of the second 
chapter, is even stronger than his first. See Dr. Plummer's note. 

It may seem remarkable that St. Peter does not appeal to the 
prophecies of our Lord Himself, though Matt. xxiv. wo;_ild have 
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suited his purpose. But to the apostle the Old Testament is as 
much the voice of Christ as the New; and having glanced at the 
latter, he turns quite naturally to the former, where a rich store of 
instances lay ready to his hand. Further, if the False Teachers 
denied the Parousia, they must also have denied that our Lord 
foretold it. 

8Lauyatew occurs in Aquila's version of Job xxv. 5. St. Peter 
is probably thinking of the Song of Songs ii. 17, iv. 6, :!w, ov 
oia1rvev<Tr, 'YJ TJp,l.pa Kal Ktv'YJ0w<Tiv ai <TKw{. The beautiful word ,j,w<T­
,j,6po, is probably suggested by Ps. cix. (ex.) 3, f.K ya<TTpo, 7rpo 
ew<T,j,6pov lyl.vv'YJ<Ta <Te, The words 7rpo ew<T,j,6pov caused a dis­
tinction to be made between ew<T,j,6po, and ,j,w<T,j,6po,, which in 
Greek poetry are identical. Hence, Hippolytus, Ref. Omn. Haer. 
x. 33 (ed. Duncker, p. 540), calls our Lord 'Y/ 7rpo ew<T<j,6pov <j,w<T• 
<j,6po, <f,wv~, evidently explaining 2 Peter. Compare also Luke i. 78, 
avaroA~ l~ vtf;ov,. Dr. Plummer refers also to Apoc. xxii. 16. 

Why is the Christian to give heed to prophecy till the day star 
arise in his heart? St. Peter cannot mean "till you are converted," 
for he is addressing Christians. Some commentators, taking vers. 
5-8 as the key, think that the apostle is speaking of the day when 
faith is made perfect in love. But it is more probable that the day 
of the Parousia is meant. The voice of prophecy, which is the 
voice of Christ, will guide men to the end. The expression "arise 
in your hearts" need not be regarded as an objection to this; it 
may be taken to denote the ayaAAtat7,i<; which the day will bring. 

20. Touro irpwTov yLvwuKones is best regarded as a grammatical 
irregularity; see below, iii. 3, where the phrase recurs without a 
finite verb. Here it might, with little difficulty, be connected with 
KaAw, 7rOLELTE 7rpO<Tf.XOVTE<;. 

1Ta.ua 1Tpocl>11Tela ypacl>ijs is to be taken of the Old Testament 
prophecies alone. For l1r{Av<Ti,, "interpretation," compare lmi\.veiv, 
Mark iv. 34. Both the noun and verb are common in the Clemen­
tine Homilies (see the Index published by the Lightfoot Trustees); 
Clem. Alex. Strom. vi. i. 1, f.7rLAVTf.OV Ta 1rpoa1ropovp,eva: pseudo­
J ustin, Expos. Rect. Fidei, Ta, l1ra1rop~<Tei, r.7rii\.vfrw. The words 
are indeed familiar in later Greek ; a classic would use the simple 
Aveiv, Av<Tl<;. r{verai cannot possibly be translated, as by Alford, 
"comes from," "springs out of." The word in the New Testa­
ment constantly means no more than "is"; if here we are to 
keep its proper sense, we must render, "does not fall to," "does not 
come under," private interpretation. 

You do well to study the prophets, but first you are to observe 
that you must not interpret them just as you like. There is a right 
way and a wrong. Jews denied the Christian applications of pro­
phecy, and the False Teachers wrested the Epistles of St. Paul and 
"the rest of scripture" (iii. 16) to their own destruction. St. Peter 



270 NOTES ON THE SECOND EPISTLE OF ST. PETER 

warns his people that they may read the Bible amiss, and that 
therefore they need a guide. That scripture required to be 
"opened" was the universal belief of the primitive Church. They 
were opened by Christ (Luke xxiv. 45 ; Apoc. v.) or His ministers 
-as by Peter, Acts ii., or by Philip, Acts viii. 30, or by Apollos, 
Acts xviii. 28. 

Who were the rightful interpreters of scripture St. Peter does 
not say. If he had been asked the question, he might have answered 
in the words of William of St. Theoderic (used by a Kempis, De 
Imit. i. 5), "Quo enim Spiritu scripturae factae sunt, eo Spiritu legi 
desiderant." 

Other explanations of St. Peter's phrase-that ( 1) the prophets 
themselves could not interpret their own prophecies, or that ( 2) they 
did not, in fact, interpret them-may be set aside without hesitation. 

21. o& yap .•. av8pc,nrot. It is not of private interpretation. 
For, as prophecy was not given by the will of man, so neither can 
it be explained by the will of man. God gives both the vision and 
the interpretation thereof (Gen. xl. 8, xii. 16). 

71"0TE. "In the old days," as A.V.; cf. John ix. 13; Rom. vii. 9, 
xi. 30. St. Peter is thinking solely of the Hebrew prophets. R.V. 
and many commentators take 1r0Tl with ov, was never at any time 
given; but this is against the order of the words. 

~vlx8YJ, "Was borne" (as in ver. 18), came from heaven to man. 
cl>Epoµ.EvoL. "Carried along by the Holy Ghost," as a ship by 

the wind (Acts xxvii. 15, 17). Here the Spirit is the wind (Acts 
ii. 2 ; John iii. 8). Similar metaphors are used of inspiration by 
the heathen writers; thus Plutarch, de def. Orac. 40, To Be: µavnKov 
pEvµa Kal. 1rv£vµa 0n6rnT6v ECTTt Kal. &cntiJTaTov. But the word 
which Plutarch applies to the inspired prophet is Ktvovµ£vos. Philo 
commonly speaks of the prophet as 0£ocf,6pYJTO<;: see Qui's rerum div. 
heres, 52 (i. 510). 

l>.a>..tJaav cl.71"o 0Eou av8pw1roL. "Men spoke from God"; as mouth­
pieces of God, not by their own will. The reading here is uncertain. 
BP, Syriac, Armenian, Coptic, Tisch., WH have &.1ro ®rnv av0pw1roi: 
C, &.1ro ®rnv ayioi av0pw1roL : ~ K L, Treg. ayioi ®rnv av0pw1rot : A, 
aywi Tov ®rnv av0pw1roi. Many cursives and Oecumenius insert ot 
after D,aAYJcrav. The variants are most easily accounted for by 
taking the text of B P as the point of departure; the insertion of 
a.yiot by C is easily explained, holy being a common epithet of the 
prophets (Luke i. 70; Acts iii. 21 ; 2 Pet. iii. 2 ). AIIO and 
AI'IOI might easily be confused, the ductus litterarum being very 
similar; but the probability lies on the side of &.1r6, the less tempting 
word. Still, ayioi has authority, and Tregelles, Spitta, and von 
Soden prefer this word. 

There is no difference in the sense in any case. If &1r6 is 
omitted and cI.yioi read, the emphasis falls on <p£p6µwoi, "holy men 
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of God spoke (not by their own will), but as they were moved." 
On the other hand, the text of BP reiterates very forcibly the 
apostle's point-" men spoke as they were moved, and spoke from 
God." 

II. 1. eylvovTo 8~ Kal ij,eu801rpocf,ijrnL. There is another caution 
to be borne in mind. Not only does all prophecy need interpreta­
tion, but even in Israel there were false prophets also as well as 
true. St. Peter is thinking of Balaam, though he did not prophesy, 
strictly speaking, in Israel, and of such passages as J er. vi. 13 ; Ezek. 
xiii. 9. The run of the sentence seems to imply that the False 
Teachers, or some of them, claimed to be prophets. All prophets 
were teachers; differing from ordinary teachers in this essential 
point, that the teaching of the prophet was imparted to him by 
direct inspiration, not by study of scripture, or by any process of 
reasoning; see Introduction to 1 Peter, p. 46. The false teaching 
which the apostle proceeds to denounce was certainly doctrinal as 
well as moral. All ethical teaching rests upon doctrine, and varies 
with its speculative basis. But the only doctrinal error which the 
apostle expressly attributes to them, or some 'of them, is the denial 
of the Parousia. How naturally this might be connected with lax 
morality is evident. 

The False Teachers are spoken of at first in the future; after­
wards in the past or present ( l:;rAav~0YJ<rav, ver. 15 : of!To{ el<ri, ver. 
I7 : OEAEa,owiv, ver. 18). Cf. 2 Tim. iii. 1-6, perilous times shall 
come, for men shall be ... of this sort are they; and 1 Tim. iv. 
1 sqq. St. Peter may mean that he knows these men to be already 
at work elsewhere, and that he foresees their speedy appearance in 
the Churches to which he is writing. Or the future may be taken 
in a more general way. There will, from time to time, as the End 
approaches, be false prophets, as our Lord foretold (Matt. xxiv. 11 ), 

and you may see them already busy among you. Here a second 
test, besides that of scripture rightly explained, becomes applicable. 
These men are False Teachers because they (0Zn11E,) will privily 
bring in heresies of destruction. 

1rapeLaiiyetv may mean simply to introduce, to bring in (El,), and 
set before (1rapa) a person. It may, however, signify to bring in 
privily, 1rapa giving. the idea of creeping along under some sort of 
cover; see Liddell and Scott on 1rapn<rOv11w and other verbs of the 
same formation. Ct: 1rapei<raKTOV<;, Gal. ii. 4. 

The classic meaning of alpe<ri, is a " schooi" or "sect" of 
philosophy, and the word implies, primarily, difference of opinion; 
Cicero Epp. xv. 16. It is so used in Acts of the "schools of 
thought" of the Sadducees, Pharisees, and Nazoraeans (v. 17, xv. 5, 
xxiv. 5). So Acts xxiv. 14, KaTd. T~v o86v, ~v Alyowiv aZpmiv, 
"according to the Way (the true Christian Way), which they call a 
school." Here the Way is distinguished from all the "denomina-
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tions" or aipfow; of the Jews. In its first use atpE<ns does not 
imply falsehood or separation. Yoti might call either Platonism or 
Pharisaism "a heresy," without meaning that it was wrong, or that 
it was an offence against unity. But so soon as men begin to speak 
of the Way (the one Truth), atpE<ns involves both opinion and 
conduct, both error and division. Hence ax{aµa and aZp,ais 
appear to mean the same thing in I Cor. xi. 18, r9 (where possibly 
St. Paul is quoting a prophecy of our Lord's ; cf. Justin, Trypho, 35, 
p. 253 B, :£aovTai ax{aµa-ra KaL a1pla-Hs). Cf. Gal. v. 20, lpi0r'iai 
3ixoa-Taa£ai aipla££s, where also the words are not technically dis­
tinguished, and aipia££s refers to J udaisers who were schismatics 
but not heretics. In Tit. iii. IO the reference to false opinion is 
distinct; new doctrines, of a kind incompatible with the faith of the 
Church, have crept in, and alpEais is changing its meaning with the 
change of circumstances. From the time of Ignatius (Trall. vi. r; 
Eph. vi. 2) the word hardens into its later sense, that of denial of 
the fundamental articles of the Christian creed. 

The use of the word in 2 Peter affords no indication of the 
date of the Epistle. It condemns certain errors of belief and 
conduct, but the errors are as old as the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians. 

aiplcms d'Jl'w>..elas is a Hebraism, the genitive of the substantive 
taking the place of the Greek adjective, as in Luke xvi. 8, Tov 
olKov6µov njs &.3iK{ac;, See Blass, p. 98. Note the repetition thrice 
over of cbrw.\Ela. Similar repetitions are characteristic both of 
2 Peter and of I Peter throughout. 

Kal TOv dyopucmvrn • • • d'll'wheLav. " Even denying the Lord 
who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction." 
Dr. Plummer observes that a forger would hardly have made St. 
Peter speak thus of denying his Lord. For the "denial," cf. Matt. 
x. 33. They were bought by Christ, 1 Cor. vii. 23; Apoc. v. 9, and 
thereby became His 3ov.\oi. Hence He is here called 8£a1r6T17s, a 
word which elsewhere in the New Testament is used of Him only 
by Jude 4 (borrowing from this passage) and in Apoc. vi. 10. See 
Clem. Alex. Eel. Proph. 20, &.yopa(Ei ~µas O Kvpws TlfJ,l",! atµan, 
K.T.,\. Hence the words Tlf-ll".! alµan are from I Peter; but &.yopalH 
and Kvpws, for which lower down 8Ea1r6T17s is substituted, point to 
the present passage. For the omission of the conjunction between 
a.pvovµEv0£ and l1rayovTE<; compare Aa/3wv, f.VEX0El<T1JS in i. 17, and 
the string of unconnected participles in ver. 13 sqq. below. 

Because the Lord bought them they are bound to purity of life, 
I Pet. i. 18 sqq., ii. 24. But by impurity men practically reject their 
Lord's authority and deny His 3vvaµis. For Taxiv~ see note on 
i. I4 ; here the sense of "sudden" is more appropriate; for the 
thought cf. Prov. i. 27. 

Much needless difficulty has been made over these clauses. 
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"Even" is a perfectly familiar sense of Ka{, and the asyndetic 
participles are quite in the manner of 2 Peter. Some commen• 
tators, however, take Ka{ as conjunction. Alford and von Soden 
regard it as connecting tf,rEv808ioa<TKaA.Ol with apvovµEvoi, "shall be 
false teachers and deniers"; Ruther, as connecting 7rapn<Tatov<Ttv 
with brayovTE,, which he considers to be loosely used for the finite 
verb. Both views are untenable. 

Spitta would treat w<; Ka{ ••• a1!'wAda, as a parenthesis, and 
take Kal TOY ayopa<TaVTa ••• a7rC~Anav with l.ylvoYTO 8£ Kal tf;w8o7rp0· 
cp~mi fr T<e Aacp, partly on the ground of the extraordina,ry difficulties 
that have been manufactured out of the last two clauses of the 
verse, partly because he thinks, with Ullmann, that St. Peter was 
bound to say something definite about the False Prophets of Israel. 
But he only creates fresh and greater difficulties; the run of the 
sentence is against him, and TOJ/C ayopa<TaYTa 8E0"7r6nw apvovµEYOl can 
hardly apply to any but Christians. It was quite sufficient for St. 
Peter here to state the fact that there were of old false prophets 
(though, as Ullmann says, "we knew it already"); for he desires 
to make two points, that true prophecy may be misinterpreted, and 
that there is such a thing as false prophecy. Hence he is content 
to say that the False Prophets played the same part as (w, Ka{) the 
False Teachers. 

2. due>..yelms. Compare I Pet. iv. 3 ; the plural may denote 
either different forms, or repeated habitual acts of lasciviousness. 
St. Peter charges these men definite~y with disorder at the Agape, 
adultery, perversion of the Christian idea of freedom, and gener­
ally with falling back into the µia<Tµam of the world. Clearly they 
permitted and defended immorality in a very broad sense. 

8L' oils refers to 7roA.Ao£. Owing to the licentious ways of their 
numerous disciples, the Way of Truth shall be evil spoken of by the 
Gentiles, cf. Rom. ii. 24. In Acts we have 'Y/ o86,, ix. 2, xxii. 4, 
xxiv. 14; Mo, O"WT'Yjp{a,, xvi. I7 ; 'YJ o8o, TOV Kvp{ov, xviii. 2 5. '08o<; 
a.A'YJ0das is found Gen. xxiv. 48 (but in the sense of "the right 
road"); Ps. cxviii. (cxix.) 30; also Pind. Pyth. iii. 184. The Way 
is one of 2 Peter's favourite phrases; see ii. 15, 21, and Knowling 
on Acts ix. 2. In Hermas, Vis. iii. 7. 1, we find T~Y o8ov T~Y 
aA'YJ0w~v: and in Aristides, Apol. xvi., 'YJ 080, T~, a.A'YJ0E{a,, ~n, 
TOV<; oBevovms dc; T~V alwvwv xeipaywy/i /3a<TlAEtaY, we have a direct 
quotation, in which the present verse is combined with i. 11. 

3. iv 11->..eovef('l- Cf. ver. 15; the false teachers extracted money 
from their disciples. 'Eµ7ropE-6E<T0ai is to traffic in a thing; cf. 
Diog. Laert. vii. I. 2, 7ropcp-6pav f.JJ,7rE7rOpwµlvoc; a7ro T~, <Pow{K'YJS : 
Athen. 569 F, 'A<T1!'a<T{a 'YJ O"WKpaTLK~ EYE7r0pEVETO 7rA.~0'Y] KaA.wv 
yvvaiKaw: Philo, in Flacc. 16 (ii. 536 ad fin.), lvE7ropEvETo T~Y A~0'Y/v 
Twv BiKa<TTwv. From this verb was formed in the fourth century the 
word xpi<TTiµ1ropo,. The charge of avarice was brought against 

18 
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Gnostic teachers, Iren. i. 13. 3, and against the Montanists, Eus. 
H. E. v. 18. 2, but the evil existed long before, Tit. i. 1 I. The 
charge might mean merely that the false teacher, not being on the 
church roll, accepted direct gifts from his adherents. This would 
be thought wrong in any case, but shocking if he demanded or 
received money as a prophet. That Antinomian false teachers 
should not only demand remuneration but be extortionate in their 
demands, is probable enough. Comp. Didache xi. 5, 9, 12, xii. 5; 
Hermas, Manda!. xi. 

irAa<TToLc; Myotc;. Herod. i. 68, EK ,\6yov 7r,\acrrov: Soph. Ai. 148, 
,\6yov, ifn0vpov, 7rA<icrcrwv. The "forged words," by which these 
men endeavoured to persuade their hearers, must have contained 
some kind of reasoning, but the only sample is that given in iii. 4. 
See note on i. 16. 

otc; ro Kplp.a EK1ra>..m • • • vuuTar,et. "Whose sentence from of 
old is not idle, and their destruction slumbereth not." Kp{µa is the 
verdict, sentence, doom. It was pronounced of old in the case of 
many similar sinners; it is no dead letter, and will speedily be 
executed on these men also. ~EK7ra,\ai, though not a classical 
word, is not uncommon in later Greek; see Lo beck's Phrynichus, 
p. 45 sqq.; Blass, p. 65 sq. 

4. The First Instance. The Fallen Angels. 
et yap ..• TI)poup.lvouc;. "For if God spared not angels when 

they had sinned, but plunged them in hell, and delivered them to 
pits of darkness to be kept unto trial." The apodosis to £1 may 
be found in 0!8£ Kvpio,, ver. 9, if it be thought necessary to make 
the sentence strictly grammatical. The absence of the article 
before &:yyl,\wv gives the sense of "even angels." It may be 
implied that some of the False Teachers were men of considerable 
eminence. ~nP.6, or crip6, meant originally a kind of large jar used 
for storing grain ; Etym. M. p. 7 I 4, 2 1, cripo{: -ro £7l't-r~3nov &yy£'iov 
d, &7r60£criv 7rvpwv Kat -rwv ,1,\,\wv ocr7rp{wv. The note goes on to say 
that the first syllable was commonly pronounced long, but that 
Euripides in his Phrixus made it short. It is short also in an 
epigram of Eratosthenes, A nth. P., Appendix, 2 5. 4. By the time 
of Varro the word was commonly used in the provinces for under­
ground pits which served as granaries; see references in Facciolati, 
s.v. sirus.. In Provern,al the word became silo, and in this shape it 
passed into our own language not many years ago. 

N A B C and the Latin Fathers have cripo,s or cr£tpo1s: K L P, 
the great majority of later MSS., the Greek Fathers, and the Ver­
sions crnpa'i:,. Jude has 3£crµo'i:, ch3toi,. He may have found 
crnpa'i, in his copy of 2 Peter and paraphrased it, or crnpo'i, and 
misunderstood it. The textual critics (Lachmann, Tischendorf, 
Tregelles, Westcott, and Hort) are unanimous in favour of crnpo'i,: 
and if they are right we have here a strong argument for the priority 
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of 2 Peter. If rmpats is correct, probability still inclines on the 
same side ; for <FEipa is a rare word, not found in the Greek Bible 
except in Prov. v. 22; Judg. xvi. 13; and" chains of darkness" 
is a harsh expression which a paraphrast would be tempted to soften 
and improve. See above, pp. 2rr, 216. 

There is, however, another possibility, if we go back to the 
Apocrypha,. which both writers have in view. Enoch x. 4 (ed. 
Charles), "Bind Azazel hand and foot, and place him in the dark­
ness ; make an opening in the desert, which is in Dudael, and place 
him therein"; x. 12, 13 (here we must give the Greek text), Kal orav 
Karau<f,aywuiv OL VLOL avrwv, KaL Wwui T~V U7l"WA.£Lav TWV aya,rrrrwv 
avrwv, O~<TOV avrnvs E7l"! i/380µ,~KOVTa ,'£V£OS £1, TOS va,ras ~. y~s, 
µ,lxpi ~µ,lpas Kp{<F£WS avrwv, µ,lxpi ~µ,lpas T£A£LW<F£WS T£A£uµ,ov, i!w, 
<FVVT£A£u0fj Kpiµ,a TOV alwvos TWV alwvwv. We may think that this 
latter passage was actually in St. Peter's mind, for here we find in 
close proximity a,rwA£La, the distinction between Kp{uis and Kp{µ,a, 
and the original of his phrase £1, Kp{uiv T'fJpliu0ai. Here also we 
have the "pits" and "binding." But we find also Enoch liv. 4, 5, 
"And I asked the angel of peace who was with me, saying, These 
chain instruments, for whom are they prepared? And he said 
unto me, These are prepared for the hosts of Azazel." Baruch (ed. 
Charles) lvi. 12, 13, "And some of them descended, and mingled 
with women. And then those who did so were tormented in chains." 
It is therefore just within the bounds of possibility that Jude derived 
his ◊£uµ,ot Moioi from an independent·recollection of the Apocrypha. 

TapTapow, "to cast into hell" is correctly formed on the analogy 
of the classical Kara,rovr6w. It is not found elsewhere in the Greek 
Bible, but occurs in a scholiast upon Homer. 

It is most probable that St. Peter is here following the Book of 
Enoch; but he does so allusively and with discretion, in the manner 
of the First Epistle (see notes there on iii. 19, iv. 6). St. Jude 
expands and adds to the allusions, not always correctly (see notes 
on the parallel passages). St. Peter's comparative reserve in the 
use of Apocrypha may be interpreted in two ways. If we allow 
that the same feature is found in the First Epistle, it becomes an 
argument for the priority and authenticity of the Second. But 
many commentators regard the discretion (Apokryphenscheu) of our 
author as a sign that he wrote at a later period when the Apocrypha 
were viewed with growing disfavour. See Introduction, p. 222. 

St. Peter does not specify the sin of the angels. There were 
two traditions on the subject among the Jews, one built on Gen. vi., 
the other on Gen. iii. and Deut. xxxii. 8 (see note on Jude 6), 
St. Peter is most probably following the former. According to 
Enoch vi., the first sin of" the sons of God," "the watchers," was 
lust; the second, that they taught their wives and children the use 
of magic, of weapons of war, and of articles of luxury. Their 
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punishment we have seen in the passages quoted above. This 
part of Enoch Mr. Charles considers to have been written before 
B.c. 1 70. See Salmond's note in Schaff's Commentary. 

5. The Second Instance. The Deluge. 
Kal dpxa(ou ... t'll'a~as. "And spared not the ancient world, 

but kept safe Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, 
when he had brought the deluge on the world of ungodly men." 

It is better, but not necessary, to carry on the d with e<j,Efowro, 
KaTeKpivEv, t.ppv<mTo, "Oy3oov avT6v would be more classic, but the 
avT6s is sometimes omitted; Alford quotes Plato, Laws, iii. 695 C, 
Aa/3tiJv T~V &.px~v lf33oµos, Cf. &KT6J if;vxa{, I Pet. iii. 20. This is 
the generally received explanation; but an old scholiast understood 
the words to mean "the eighth preacher of righteousness," i1rTa 
yap 1rpo avTov, 'Evw,, Kaivav, MaAEA€1A, 'IapE3, 'Evwx, Ma0ovCTaAa, 
Aap,Ex, The origin of this statement is unknown, and the series of 
names (which omits Adam and Seth) is arbitrary. But according 
to Gen. iv. Noah was the eighth from Adam. Jude, following 
Gen. v., or more immediately the Book of Enoch, makes Enoch 
seventh from Adam. But even so, if Methuselah and Lamech, who 
were alive in the time of Enoch, and were not apparently regarded 
as prophets (Enoch, chap. vi.) are omitted, Noah may have been tradi­
tionally considered as the eighth preacher. Again, Basil, Ep. 260. 5, 
counts seven generations from Cain to the Deluge. Thus, again, 
Noah may have been regarded as the eighth preacher who preached 
to the eighth generation. The absence of the article before K1pvKa 
may be significant; "a preacher," "because he was a preacher." 

AiKawCTvv17, 3tKaws are used, as in I Peter, in the Old Testament 
sense. In the <i.1r£L01CTaCTi of I Pet. iii. 20 it is implied that Noah 
preached to the men of his time. This is not stated in Enoch, but 
may have been found in the Apocalypse of Noah (see Charles, p. 25). 
The belief was current in Jewish tradition; see Josephus, Ant. i. 3. 1; 
Beresclzith Rabba, xxx. 6, "K~pvt generationis diluuii, id est N oachus" 
(quoted by Alford from Wetstein); so also Or. Sib. i. 128 sq., NwE, 
Uµa, 0apCTvvov i6v, Aao'iCT{ T£ 1raCTiv K1pvtov P,£T6.vowv. The insertion 
of this instance of mercy among the instances of wrath is quite natural. 
St. Peter wishes to mingle comfort with denunciation. He never 
forgets his pastoral office, and the mention of Noah here is in the 
same vein as the words which we shall find in iii. 9, 17. Further, 
it is to be noticed that St. Peter is probably thinking of Wisd. x., 
where judgment and mercy are balanced against one another in the 
same manner. 

6. Third Instance. The Destruction of the Cities of the Plain. 
Here again St. Peter in his rapid narrative does not specify the 

sin of the cities, and mentions only Sodom and Gomorrha. St. 
J ude's expands and elaborates. 

TEcj,pwaa.~. " Having reduced the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha 



CHAP, II. VERS. 7, 8 277 

to ashes, sentenced them to utter destruction." TEcppovv is not found 
elsewhere in the Greek Bible, but it was known to the lexico­
graphers (Suidas, ncppwuas· lµ1rp~ua,, u1rol3wua,: Bekker, Anecdota, 
65. 5, ncppw0£v 1rvp- avrt Tov Karaµapav0iv). KaTiKplVEV KarauTpocpfi, 
" condemned to destruction" ; cf. Matt. xx. 18, KaTaKpivovuiv avTov 
0avaT</! (the construction is not classical). The aorist participle 
marks the burning as antecedent to the sentence of overthrow. 
Hence Spitta takes KarauTpocp~ to denote the sinking of the earth 
by which the Dead Sea was formed. But it appears to be highly 
doubtful whether there ever was any tradition that the cities were 
submerged by the Lake. Josephus (de Bell. Jud. iv. 8. 4) speaks 
of the traces of the Five Cities as still visible on land. All 
references in the Old Testament imply the same belief (Deut. 
xxix. 2 2 ; Isa. xiii. 19 ; J er. xlix. I 8, 1. 40 ; Ps. cvii. 34 ; Amos iv. 11 ; 

Zeph. ii. 9 ; Wisd. x. 7 ; 2 Esdr. ii. 9 ). See article on Sodom in 
Smith's Dictionary of the Bible. Nothing more need be understood 
from St. Peter's expression than that God destroyed the cities by 
fire, and sentenced them never to be rebuilt. By this contrast 
between the destruction of the N oachic world by water and that of 
the cities by fire, he is leading up to chap. iii. 7. 

~1ro8£iyp.a. is a late word for the classic 1rapa.8Hyµa. See Lobeck, 
Phrynichus, p. 12. Probably it means "a pattern," as in Jas. v. 10; 

Heb. iv. 11, not "a warning" or "example," though it may bear 
this sense. 

f1-£AAOVTwv da-£/3£i:v is equivalent to auE/3YJu6vrwv ( cf. i. 12); for 
the omission of the article see note' on amuTovui, 1 Pet. ii. 7. 

7. 8(K(llov as in vers. 5, 8. The mention of "just Lot" here 
is suggested by Wisd. x. 6, aVTYJ 13{Kawv lga1ro>..>..vµtvwv 6.uE{3wv 
lppvuaTO cpvy6vra 1rvp Kara/30.uwv ITwra1roA€W',. See note on Noah, 
ver. 5. KaTa1rovovµEvov (Acts vii. 24), "worn down," "oppressed." 
'A0Euµoi (cf. a0iµiTO,, 1 Pet. iv. 3), of rebels against the law not of 
Moses, but of nature and conscience. 'AvauTpocp~ is a favourite 
word in I Peter; and in this phrase we see again the correctness 
and ease with which the article is at times employed in this Epistle 
as in I Peter. 

8. /3Aip.p.a.n yap ••• l/3auavit£v. "God delivered righteous Lot, 
and why? Because (ya.p) by sight and hearing that righteous man, 
as he dwelt among them, day by day put his righteous soul to the 
touch by lawless deeds." The sight of the evil round about him 
was to Lot a trial or test ; he emerged victorious from the ordeal, and 
therefore God delivered him. For o!/3€ Kvpw, £vuE/3l1s £K 7mpauµov 
pvEu0ai. These words give the application. The godly to whom 
St. Peter is writing were tempted as Lot had been. ITHpauµ6, is 
here another name for /3auaviuµ6,. See note on I Pet. i. 7. 

It must be allowed that elsewhere in the New Testament 
{3auav{(w bears its derivative sense, "to put to the question," 
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"rack,"" torment." Hence the commentators and R.V. "he vexed" 
or "tormented his righteous soul." But it may be argued ( 1) that 
f3aa-av{lw in this sense is far too strong a word to express mental 
distress caused by the sight of evil ; ( 2) that, though we could 
perhaps understand "his soul was racked," "he racked his soul" is 
a strange expression; (3) that as I Peter, -;rnpaa-µ6, means not 
inward anguish, but outward suffering. The Lord delivered Lot not 
from the fascination of evil or from the anguish of pity for sinners, 
but from the constant annoyance of insult and ill-usage. By this 
he had been sufficiently tested, and the time had come for his rescue. 

The Vulgate has "aspectu enim et auditu iustus erat : habitans 
apud eos, qui de die in diem animam iustam iniquis operibus 
cruciabant." This appears to imply the text o{Kaw, ~v KaroiKwv iv 
avro'Z, ot ..• lf3aa-avilov : but Tischendorf gives no trace of any 
such reading, except that B omits o before UKaio<;. See Wordsworth 
and White on Mark ix. 5; Luke ix. 44, xxii. 55; John v. 45, 
vi. 12, vii. 25, ix. 38, x. 16. These are cases in which J erome's 
version represents an unknown text. 

The use of /3Alµµa here has been objected to as a solecism 
(Chase, Peter, Second Epistle, in Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible, 
iii. 807; Field, Notes on Translation of the New Testament, p. 241 ). 
In the classics /3Alµµa means not "seeing," but "the expression of 
the eye." The word occurs in this sense in Hermas, Sim. vi. 2. 5, 
TO f3A.lµµa eTxe 7rep[mKpov: Test . .Ruben, 5, Oia TOV /3A{µµaro<; TOV 

iov lv<r7rdpova-i. The verb /3A{rmv in classical Greek is used for 
opav only by poets; but in the New Testament "to see" is far more 
frequently expressed by /3A{1reiv than by opav. See Blass, Grammar 
of New Testament Greek, pp. 3, 5 6. Field thought that St. Peter 
should have written opaa-EL. But in the New Testament Jpaa-i, 
means either "a vision" or "outward appearance" (Apoc. iv. 3). 
"Oif,t, again means "appearance" (John vii. 24 ; Apo c. i. 16), or 
"face" (John xi. 44 ). It is rash to assert that St. Peter's expression 
is not in accordance with the vulgar use of his time. 

9. ot8e KopLos. The words sum up the lesson of the two double­
sided instances, the Flood and the Cities of the Plain. God can de­
liver His servants out of vexation (temptation), and will deliver you. 

~p.lpa Kplaews recurs in iii. 7 in connexion with r'Y)pe'Zv, and 
forms one of the many little links of connexion between the two 
chapters. Jude does not use the phrase. For the "day of judg­
ment" see Matt. x. r 5, xi. 22, 24; I John iv. I 7; Test. Leui, 3; 
and Mr. Charles' note on Enoch xiv. 2. The phrase is used in 
different senses in Enoch; here it means the final judgment at the 
Parousia. Even in the interval the wicked dead are in a state of 
suffering (KoAal6µevoi), as the fallen angels are in Tartarus till the 
Kp{a-i<;. Compare the parable of Lazarus and Dives. 

10. p.a>.-LaTa 8{ ... 1ropeuop.lvous. "But especially them that 
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walk after the flesh in lust of pollution." With the word µ&'Ai<rra 
St. Peter turns directly to those libertine heretics who are the 
immediate object of his denunciation. 'OTtt<rw <rapKo, 7rop£v£<r0ai is 
a Hebraism. 'Em0vµ[a µia<rµov may be another (lust of pollution, 
meaning "polluting lust," as aipl<ras a7rw'A.das means "destructive 
heresies"), or µia<rµov may be taken as the ordinary objective 
genitive-" lust for pollution." 

Ka1 KupLOTIJTOS Kaw<j,povouvrns. "And despise lordship." 
Kvpi6n7s is used by St. Paul as the name of a particular class in 
the angelic hierarchy, Eph. i. 21; Col. i. 16; by He~mas, Sim. v. 
6. 1, of the lordship of the Son of God; so also in the Apostolical 
Church Order, 12 (whence it is copied in Didache iv.), 60£v yap ~ 
Kvpt6T'Y}s 'Aa'A.£i:rai eKit Kvpi6s e<rnv. The first sense cannot be 
adopted here, as it is not possible to suppose that the False 
Teachers treated any particular class of Angels with contempt. 
We must therefore fall back upon the second. The False Teachers 
despised the power and majesty of the Lord. How they did so we 
must gather from the following words. The Angels, standing before 
the Lord (7rapri Kvpt<e), never forget the awful restraint of that dread 
presence. Yet these men, though they too speak 7rapa Kvpt<t', in the 
sight and hearing of God, give loose rein to their railing topgues. 

TOAfJ,'IJTaC ••• 13>..a<r<j,11µ.ouVTes. "Self-willed reckless ones, they 
fear not to rail at dignities." To'AµYJra[ is a substantive, av06.8£t, an 
adjective. The plural 86tai occurs Hos. ix. 11 ; Wisd. xviii. 24 ; 

2 Mace. iv. 15; 1 Pet. i. 11 in the ::ibstract sense. In Ex. xv. u, 
,,[, oµoi6s <J'Ot EV ®wi:,, KvptE, ,,[, oµoi6, <rot, 8£Bo[a<rµlvos EV aytoi,, 
0avµa<rTos ev 86gai,, it may have been taken to mean, "the glorious 
ones." Here, as in Jude 8, it is certainly concrete, and must mean 
personages invested with the 86[a of high estate, whether human or 
superhuman. With reference to the False Teachers it seems to 
denote the rulers of the Church. Jude so understood it; hence he is 
led to speak of Korah (ver. 11) who blasphemed Moses and Aaron. 

Every possible diversity is found in the explanation given of 
Kvpi6TYJS and 86gai. The first is taken to mean God or Christ by 
Ritschl, von Soden, Wiesinger, Weiss, Ki.ihl; the second, to denote 
good angels by Ritschl and von Soden, good and bad angels by 
Ki.ihl, Spitta, Hofmann. Bruckner explains both words of good 
angels ; Schott both of bad angels. Hofmann makes Kvpi6TYJ'> 
signify lordship or authority in general. 

It is difficult to see how the False Teachers can have blas­
phemed angels of any kind. There were those at Colossae who 
exaggerated the respect due to these heavenly beings, but we read 
of none who spoke evil of them. Ki.ihl thinks that the False 
Teachers blasphemed angels, because when they were told that 
they were servants of the Devil they laughed and denied his power; 
Ritschl, that they blaspl:emed them indirectly because they looked 
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on immorality as a right of those who are in the kingdom of God, 
and thought that the angels claimed and exercised the same right. 
The latter explanation is the more tenable of the two. A "self­
willed reckless" reader of Gen. vi. (alluded to in ver. 4) might con­
ceivably argue that either all angels are evil, or that lust is angelic. 
The same inference might be drawn by impure minds from the 
practice of women wearing their veils 8ia Tov, o:yylAov, ( 1 Cor. 
xi. 10 ), for fear of tempting the angels ( cf. Tert. de Virg. Ve!. 7 ; de 
Orat. 22 ). But the explanation is far-fetched ; there is no evidence 
that this reasoning was employed. Von Soden thinks that the 
words refer to the insults offered to the angels by the Sodomites ; 
but St. Peter says nothing about the angels in his allusion to the 
fall of Sodom. If we take the explanation given above, there is no 
difficulty. The rulers of the Church would naturally rebuke the False 
Teachers, and these would naturally reply in unmeasured language. 

11. o,rou c'tyye>..oL ••• /3Ma-<J>'IJfJ.OV Kpla-w. "Whereas angels, though 
greater (than the 86[ai) in might and power, bring not against them 
in presence of the Lord a railing judgment." The argument is a 
fortiori. Angels, also, complain of 86[ai (in this case the 86[ai are 
other and evil angels); but though they are greater than those of 
whom they complain, they dare not, in God's presence, use terms 
of condemnation or insult. They are like Christ, of whom it is 
said, r Pet. ii. 23, 7rape8{8ov T<e Kptvovn 8iKa{w,. Whereas these men, 
though they are inferior to their rulers, abstain from no affront. St. 
Peter is probably referring to Enoch ix. Men complained of the 
evil wrought by the fallen angels and their children. The four 
great Archangels-Michael, Uriel, Raphael, and Gabriel-.'.:iay their 
complaint before the Lord the King, saying, "Thou knowest all 
things before they come to pass, and Thou knowest this thing and 
everything affecting them, and yet Thou didst not speak to us. 
What are we to do in regard to this?" The sentence of God is, 
"Bind Azazel hand and foot" (quoted above on ver. 4). Here we 
have the Archangels who are "greater in might and power," a 86[a, 
Azazel, and the careful avoidance of a railing judgment "in the 
presence of the Lord." 

At this point Jude has wrongly inserted the dispute between 
Michael and Satan, which did not occur 7rapa Kvp{ce. (See note on 
the passage.) Hence he omits the words 7rapa Kvp!ce, and hence 
again they are omitted here by A, many cursives, and versions. 
The reading 1rapa Kvptov has very slight support, and, though it 
finds favour with Spitta, makes no tolerable sense. 

12. oOToL 8l ... <J,9ap~a-onm. "But these (the False Teachers 
and their victims), as animals without reason born of mere nature 
to be taken and destroyed, railing in matters whereof they are 
ignorant, shall in their destruction surely be destroyed." <I>vcriKa is 
practically equivalent to ctAoya : they have physical, but not intel-
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lectual life; they are no better than the brutes that perish. 'Ev 
ors= EV rovrois a. Ka{ here adds an emphatic asseveration, a not 
uncommon use of the word; there is a weak variant, Karacf,0ap~­
<Tovrai for Kal cf,0ap~<Tovrni. It is barely possible to take the second 
cf,0op&. of moral corruption, but the comparison to the cf,0opa of 
beasts, and the combination with cf,0ap~<Tovrai make it almost cer­
tain that destruction is meant. Jude has rewritten this rugged 
sentence, arid made it much more correct and much less forcible. 
We may observe, as indicating the priority of St. Peter-(1) that 
cf,0opa is one of his favourite words (it occurs also in i. 4, ii. 19, and, 
of the nine places where it is found in the New Testament, four are in 
2 Peter); (2) that the repetition of the word is one of his mannerisms; 
(3) that the Hebraism lv cf,0op[j. cf,0ap~<Tovrai again is characteristic; 
cf. lv lµ:rraiyp,ovf, lp,1ra1,Krai, iii. 3. All these points disappear in Jude. 

13. Ko1uoup.evoL p.Lu8ov &.llLKLas. "And shall receive the reward of 
unrighteousness." On the text see Introduction, p. 212. If we 
accept this reading, p,iCT0os &8iKlas means that destruction which is the 
final reward of injustice; cf. Rom. vi. 23. But immediately below 
(ver. 15) the phrase is used of the temporal profit of injustice, and it 
is difficult to see how it can bear two different senses almost in the 
same breath. What we should have expected here is "they shall 
be destroyed because they run, or ran, after unrighteous gain." As 
regards the participle, the better attested reading &8iKovp,evoi makes 
no tolerable sense. If we translate with the R.V., "suffering wrong, 
as the hire of wrong-doing," the . difficulty about p,i<T0os &8iKlas 
remains; and, further, it is impossible to think that St. Peter would 
have spoken, even rhetorically, of sinners as "wronged" by God. 
If we translate with Tischendorf, "being deceived as to the wages 
of unrighteousness," we get the right sense for p,iCT0o,;; d8iK{a,;;, but 
go to wreck over &8iKovp,evoi. It is probable that neither reading 
is correct, and that in the MS. from which all our texts are derived 
the letters before -ovp,woi were illegible. All the following participles 
are in the present, and we may suspect that a present participle was 
used here also. The Syriac has a word which Tischendorf renders 
by ementes. If this represents wvovp,woi, it is a possible reading, 
and gives a barely tolerable sense, "they pay a high price for the 
gain of unrighteousness." But perhaps we ought to omit the parti­
ciple altogether, and read cf,0ap~<Tovrai, µi<T0ov d8iKtaS "l8ov~v "l'Yov­
p,evoi · T~Y EY "]fLEpq, rpvcf,~v, u1r01.0i Kai µwµoi, lvrpvcf,wvre<;, "they 
shall be destroyed because they think pleasure the reward of 
unrighteousness; because, spots and blemishes that they are, they 
pursue their daylight revelry," etc. 

'l]llov~v 'l]youp.evoL r~v lv 'IJJJ,Ep~ rpucj,~v. There are many difficulties 
here. 'H8ov~ in the LXX. and in the New Testament means 
always sensual gratification, never high or true or spiritual enjoyment. 
Tpvcf,~, on the other hand, may be used in a good sense of spiritual 



282 NOTES ON THE SECOND EPISTLE OF ST. PETER 

joy or delight; so in o 1rapa8nuos njs Tpvcp~s, Gen. ii. 15, iii. 23, 24; 
Ezek. xxviii. 13, xxxi. 9, 16, 18; cf. also Ps. xxxv. (xxxvi.) 8; Prov. 
iv. 9. The word is used of sensual indulgence or luxury in Luke 
vii. 25. The verb EYTpvcpav generally denotes wantonness. 'Ev 
~1dpq, cannot mean "daily" (as Oecurnenius), but may mean "by 
day," or "in daylight" (so 3 Mace. v. 11, EV vvKTl Kat ~µ,lpq,), 
though this use is rare and incorrect. Generally EV ~p.lpq, means 
on, or in, a particular day. Revelling and drunkenness in the 
daytime were naturally thought worse than similar excess by night; 
see Facciolati, s.v. tempestiuus, and cf. 1 Thess. v. 7 : Assumptio 
Mosis vii., "omni hora diei amantes conuiuia." On the other hand, 
tempestiua conuiuia was used also of banquets which began and 
ended in good time, that is to say in daylight, not in the night. 
Thus the same phrase was used of a drunken orgy, or of a sober 
feast, such as Cicero delighted in. See again Facciolati. 

We cannot translate "counting their daylight revelry pleasure"; 
for it was pleasure, and they were right in so counting it. Nor 
again, "counting daylight revelry true pleasure" ; for ~8ov~ never 
has this sense. There seems nothing left then but to understand 
St. Peter to mean "counting our sober daylight joy (the Agape) 
mere vulgar pleasure." The Agape was dismissed before dark ; 
Canones Hippolyti, 167 (ed. Achelis, p. 106), "missos autem 
faciat eos, antequam tenebrae oboriantur." This explanation may 
be strengthened by the remark that St. Peter is here possibly 
thinking of the Song of Songs vii. 6, TL ~8vv0'1}s, &:ya1r'Y/, EV Tats 
Tpvcpa'i's uov, words which, though not directly applicable, may have 
suggested the language which he here employs of those who turned 
the Tpvcp~ of the Agape into n8ov~. Clement of Alexandria speaks 
of ~ iv .\.6yce Tpvcp~ of the Agape, Paed. ii. 12, and distinguishes 
it very carefully from the ~8ov~ of mere eating and drinking. 

On this view the only difficulty is that Tpvcp~ bears a good 
sense, while EVTpvcpwVT£s, which immediately follows, must be 
taken in a bad,...sense. This, however, is only an apparent objec­
tion. There is very much the same relation in English between 
"joy" and "enjoy." 

u1rlAOL Ka.l p.wp.oi. Cf. Jµ,wµ,os Kat J<rmAos, I Pet. i. l 9. l1r{,\os 
(for the accent see Liddell and Scott; Blass, p. r5), a disfiguring 
spot, is found also in Eph. v. 2 7, µ,wµ,os, a blemish; this meaning 
is given to the word by the LXX. (Lev. xxi. 17 sqq. ). See Dr. Hort's 
note on 1 Pet. i. r 9. These men were spots and blemishes on 
the Agape, which they profaned by their licentious conduct. On 
the reading aya1rais see Introduction, p. 212 ; it must certainly be 
retained here in spite of the MSS. 'Aya1rYJ is not used in the New 
Testament, in this sense of the Lo;-e Feast or Eucharist, except 
here and in Jude 12. On the history of the word see Lightfoot's 
note on Ignatius, Sm)'rn. viii. 
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<J"UVEUWXO&flEVOL ii11'1v, "while they feast with you." Evwx{a is 
applied to the Agape by Clement of Alexandria, Paed. ii. 1. 6. 
It would appear that the False Teachers and their followers had 
not separated from the Church. The abuses here referred to are 
the same as those which existed in the Church of Corinth. 

14. 110Lxa>..l8os. Here, again, the MSS. are certainly wrong; 
see Introduction, p. 2 12 ; the sense absolutely requires µoixE{a,. 
The phrase may have been suggested by Job xxiv. 15, Kat ocp0a>-..­
µo, µoixov lcpi'!Aa(;E (TKOTO',, 

8e>..eaiovTES (cf. Jas. i. 14; the word is repeated in the Petrine 
way in ver. 18 below), "catching with a bait," is commonly used 
in secular Greek in this metaphorical sense : cf. Plato, Timaeus, 
69 D, ~8ov~ KaKov 8{>-..mp. Philo is fond of the verb; see, for 
instance, de congr. erud. grat. i. 14 (i. 530), Tot, cp{ATpoi, Twv 
0Epa1raiv{8wv 8EA.m<r0evn,. 

Kap8lav yeyu11vau11lvriv 1r>..Eove~las lxoVTes, "Having a heart exer­
cised in, familiar with covetousness." The construction is found 
in Philostratus, Heroic. iii. 30, p. 688, 0aAaTT7J', ov1rw YEYVJWa<rµlvoi : 
iv. 1, p. 696, Nl<rTOpa 1roAA.wv 1ro>-..lµwv yEyvµ,vacrµlvo,: xi. 1, p. 708, 
cro<f,{a, ~817 yEyvµva<rµ,ivov. It is semi-poetic, and probably borrowed 
from the rhetoricians of the day. In Homer the genitive is fre­
quently so used after participles denoting familiarity with anything, 
such as £18C:,,, 8i8a<rKoµwo,. 

KaTapas TEKva. "Children of curse," "accursed" (not" accursed 
children"). For this Hebraism cf .. TfKva v1raKo~,, 1 Pet. i. 14 : 
T£KVa opy~,, Eph. ii. 3 : T£KVa <pWTo<;, Eph. v. 8. Ylo, is used in the 
same way 2 Thess. ii. 3, & vlo, T~', a.1rwA.Efa,: Matt. xxiii. I 5, viov 
YEWV'l]S : Luke x. 6, vlo, E1p~v17, : Eph. v. 6, vfo~. ~- a1rn0£ta,. 

15. e&8e'1av o86v. Cf. 1 Kings xii. 23; 2 Esdr. viii. 2 r; Ps. 
xxvi. (xxvii.) II, cvi. (cvii.) 7; Acts xiii. 10, and elsewhere. The 
ways of the wicked are crKoAia{, Prov. ii. 15. Both &8oc, (see ii. 2) 
and ltaKoA.ov0E'i:v (i. 16, ii. 2, not elsewhere in the New Testament) 
are among the favourite words of 2 Peter. The False Teachers 
followed the way of Balaam, because, like him, they loved the 
wages of unrighteousness-filthy lucre-the gifts of Balak ; and 
because, again, they taught uncleanness. Cf. Apoc. ii. 14, TrJv 
8i8ax~v Ba.\aaµ, t .. lU8a<TKE T<p BaAaK {3aAEtV <TKav8a>-..ov lvw1rwv TWV 
VLWV 'fopa~A, cpaye'i.v El8w.\cWvm Kal 1ropVEVCTat. Bocrop for BEwp, 
the name of Balaam's father, is probably a mere blunder, though 
it has the support of all the MSS. except B and partially ~- See 
Introduction, p. 2 12. Vitringa, however, endeavoured to explain 
it either as a Galilaean form of Beer (so also Zahn, Einleitung, ii. 

· p. 110), or as a paronomasia from "l~~ "flesh." Thus, son of 
Bosor he thought might mean "son of flesh " ( Observ. Sacrae, 
i. p. 936 sqq., quoted by Alford). Such plays upon the names 
of people, who for one reason or another were hated by them, are 
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known to have been not uncommon among the Rabbis. But there 
appears to be no trace of this particular scorn-name, Bosor. Other­
wise we might possibly have found here another reference to Jewish 
tradition in 2 Peter. 

16. ir>..ey~w. The word occurs in Job xxi. 4, xxiii. 2 for the 
classical V,eyxoc;. ~Iowc; is a mere possessive. In 1 Pet. iii. r ; 
2 Pet. ii. 22 we may render it by "own"; here it is devoid of 
emphasis; see Blass, p. 169. 

Oirotuyiov in later vulgar Greek means specially "an ass." It is 
so used by the LXX., Theodotion, and Symmachus, in Matt. xxi. 5, 
in papyri, and here; see Deissmann, Bibelstudien, p. 158, Eng. tr. 
p. 160; Hatch, Essays ziz Biblical Greek. 

<1>8eygap.evov. The verb is especially used of a portentous 
prophetic utterance; so Philo, de conj. ling. 14 (i. 414), introduces 
a quotation from Zachariah with the words ~Kovcra p,evroi Ka, rwv 
Mwvcrlwc; fra{pwv TWO<; a1ro<f,0eytap,lvov Toi6voe Myov. Plutarch 
employs it of prophetic or ominous sounds uttered by animals, de 
Pythiae oraculis, 22 (Moralia, 405), a,\.:\.' ~p,e'ic; lpwow,c; ol61u0a Kat 
rpoxO,oic; Kat K6pati xp~cr0ai <t,0eyyop,lvoic; crrwa[vovra rov ®e6v. Cf. 
Herod. ii. 57, lo6K£OV ol CT<pi op,o[wc; opvicri cj,0lyym0ai, where, how­
ever, it means simply "to make a sound." Tov 1rpo<f,frrov: the 
instance is peculiarly apt, if the False Teachers claimed to be 
prophets. 

,rapacl>pov(a is a vox nihili. The derivative from 1rapa<f,povlw is 
1rapa<f,p6V'fJCTt<; (Zech. xii. 4), from 1rap&<f,pwv is formed 1rapa<f,pocrvvrJ, 
which is found in a few cursives. A few other cursives have 
1rapavop,[a, which is probably the right reading; the repetition of the 
word being in its favour. Here again the great MSS. in a body are 
almost certainly wrong. See above, p. 213. 

17. irl')yal itvu8pot. A Teacher without knowledge is as a well 
without water. There is considerable gnomic power in our author; 
a quality which is often dissociated from clearness and finish of style. 

op.(x>..at O,ro >..aG>1..a1ros ~>..auvop.evaL. "Mists driven by a squall." 
The words are poetical, and perhaps exhibit a trace of that 
Homerism which is found in the early Sibylline Oracles and in 
Philo (see Siegfried, p. 37), and became a marked feature in the 
style of the second century ; see note on ver. 14. The special 
quality of a mist is that it baffles the sight. The mist is not borne 
( <f,epop,lvrJ, i. 2 1) by the gentle breath of the Spirit, but driven by 
the fierce gusts of ignorance and self-will, as by a demon (O,avvecr0ai, 
Luke viii. 29). 

ors I; tocl>os roil uKorous reT~pl'JrnL. " For whom the gloom of 
darkness is reserved." The phrase is extremely rugged; darkness is 
hardly an appropriate word to express the punishment of wells or 
mists. Jude here introduces the acrrlpec; 1rAav~rai, a great improve­
ment in point of style. Would the writer of 2 Peter have rejected 
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this suitable image? The masculine o!s refers, of course, to the 
persons; the relative comes here with great force, cf. 1 Pet. iv. 5. 

18. Oll'EpoyKa. yo.p JJ,<tTCUOTIJTOS cj,8eyy6JJ,evoi. " For crying en-
ormous words of vanity." For cf,0eyy6µ£11oi see note on ver. 16 
above, and observe the characteristic repetition of this word and of 
OEAEa(n11. 'Y7dpoyKos (in Deut. xxx. n) is a classical word, express­
ing that which is overgrown or swollen beyond its natural size; cf. 
Plutarch, Luc. xxi., cf,p6nwa -rpayiKov Kat -indpoyK011, of a temper 
which is inclined to bombast and histrionic ostentation. In the 
description of the libertines in the Assumption of Moses, already 
referred to in the note on ver. 1 3, we read et os eoru'm loquetur 
ingentia, which is quoted verbatim by Jude 16; see note there. 
2 Peter uses quite naturally words which he found in his Bible, and 
the verbal repetitions guarantee the originality of his expression. 
Jude was clearly familiar with the Assumption, and has worked 
quotations in. The yap here does not give the reason of the 
preceding sentence, but adds a new touch to the description. 

d~Cyw, d11'04>euyovrn,. The reading is very uncertain. A B, the 
bulk of the cursives and versions have t,,\{yws &.1rocf,evyovrns: ~ C, 
ll11Tws &.1rocpEvyovrns: KL P, llvTws &.1rocf,vy6vrns: Ephraem (see 
Tisch.), 'TOVS Aoyous &.1rocf,wyo11Tas 'TO~•s dJ0lis Kal 'TOVS El/ 7rAltV'{/ 
&.1ro<rrpEcpoµlvovs: apparently he found neither 011-rws nor t,,\{yws, but 
,\6yovs: here again there seems to have been an illegible word 
in the parent MS. OAII'Ol and ONTOl are all but identical in 
Greek capitals. The present &.1rocpEvypVTas is clearly better attested 
than the aorist &.1rocf,vy6VTas, yet the aorist is strongly supported by 
the a1rocf,vy6VT£s, ver. 20. We must make our choice between 
t,,\{yws &.1rocpEvyovTas and ll11Tws.&.1rocf,vy6vTas (cf. Aristoph. Vesp. 997). 

'0,\{yws, a rare word, is found in Aquila's version of Isa. x. 7. 
Tovs EV 7rActV'[J &.varnpE<pOJ-l-f.110VS (governed by &.1rocpEvyo11Ta,) may 
denote either the False Teachers or the heathen. The latter is the 
better way, because, as Hofmann says, it is a little awkward to take 
this accusative as referring to the subject of the sentence, and 
because again the words seem to be explained by d1rocf,vyovTEs -ra. 
µiaa-µarn Tov K6a-µov. The former reading then may be translated, 
"those who were just escaping from them that walk in error," from 
Gentile vices, but as yet were not established in Christian virtue 
(the tfiuxa1 aa-T~plKTOl of ver. 14). 

The second reading must be turned, "those who had actually 
escaped from them that walk in error." In this case the last phrase 
must mean the Gentiles, not the False Teachers. 

There is great passion in the words. Grandiose sophistry is the 
hook, filthy lust is the bait, with which these men catch those 
whom the Lord had delivered or was delivering. 

The asyndeton •1ri0vµCais &.a-E,\ydais is a feature of 2 Peter's 
style; cf. i. 9, 17. With EV 1rAa.vn av. cf. Cicero's in errore versari. 
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19. 'E>..eu8epCav • • • cj>8opcis. "Promising them freedom while 
they themselves are slaves of corruption"; a strong epigram. For 
V,w0ep{a, cf. r Cor. x. 29; 2 Cor. iii. 17; Gal. ii. 4, v. r, 13. In 
Rom. viii. 2 r St. Paul contrasts freedom with the slavery of corrup­
tion as St. Peter does here; in Gal. v. 13 he warns the Galatians 
that freedom is not to be abused d, acpopµ~v rfi crapK{, because 
through love we are still slaves to one another. So in I Pet. ii. 16 
freedom is not to be regarded as brtKaAvµµa r~, KaK{a,. St. James 
regards freedom itself as a law (i. 2 5, ii. 12 ). 'E>..ev0epo, is found 
Matt. xvii. 26; John viii. 32-36; but neither this word nor its 
cognates occur in Acts, Hebrews, the Pastorals, or Apocalypse 
(though in this book ~Aev0epo, is used in its literal sense). 

Freedom may mean two distinct things-( 1) freedom of the spirit 
from the flesh, of the intelligence from the desires ; this is the sense 
which the word bears in philosophy, in Peter, James, and occasion­
ally in the Pauline Epistles (Rom. vi. 15-22); in this sense freedom 
implies Law (cf. Ps. cxix. 32, 45): (2) freedom from Law; Law is 
an external obligation, and in all its forms is superseded and 
abolished for Christians by the inner voice of the Spirit. This is 
the general idea of St. Paul. On this last view the Christian con­
science is absolutely supreme, and its aberrations cannot be corrected 
by any external standard. Where the Spirit truly is, there will be 
no aberrations, and the two theories will in practice coincide. But 
the Pauline theory leaves no weapon available against a man who 
claims to be a prophet; and it is evident from many passages in the 
New Testament that it might be, and was, grossly abused from the 
very first. History has often repeated itself on this point. See the 
accounts of the Ranters in Fox's Journal, or Tyerman's Life of 
Wesley, i. 5 19. 

njs cj>8opiis. "Of corruption"; here of moral corruption, cf. i. 4, 
~- iv r0 Kocrµ'f lv im0vµ{i cp0opas. The two senses of corruption 
and of destruction are not easy to keep apart; in ii. 12 the word 
bears probably the latter meaning. 

; y&.p TLS ~TT'l'JTaL TOUT<:> Kal 8e8ou>..wTm, I say slaves of corrup­
tion, "for by what a man is worsted, by the same is he enslaved." 
In classic Greek ~rrucr0ai is followed by the genitive or inr6. For 
the use of the dative, cf. Josephus, Ant. i. 13. 15, ~rruro 8~ µ6v'f 
r0 7rp6S T~V w1rlpa Kat TOV<; a8e>..cpoV<; oiKT'f : Test. Ruben, 5, a1 
yvvatKE'> ~rr[;wrai Tcii 7rvevµari ~. 7ropvelas. For the idea cf. Rom. 
vi. 16, viii. 2 1 ; John viii. 34' It is quite familiar also to heathen 
writers, epecially to the Stoics; cf. Cic. Verr. iii. 22, "cupiditatum 
seruos"; Seneca, Nat. Quaest. iii. pref. 17, "sibi seruire grauissima 
est seruitus"; Persius, v. 7 3 sqq. ; Epictetus commonly uses av8pa.-
1I"o8ov of the vicious man, ii. 20. 3, 22. 31. 

20. et y&.p. Here again yap is loosely used to introduce a new 
feature. For µlacrµa see Lev. vii. 8; Jud. ix. 2, xiii. 16; Ezek. 
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xxxiii. 3 r; 1 Mace. xiii. 50. It is a classical poetical word. These 
deluded victims had escaped the pollutions of the world (hence 
ovrws ,hrocf,vy6vras is probably the better reading in ver. 18) by 
means of the knowledge of Christ; see i. 2, 8. The 8E after rovrois 
may be understood as referring to a µh which might have been 
inserted after &:1rocpvy6vns: the dative rovrois belongs to ~rrwvrai. 
'Eµ:1rAaKlvr£,, "noosed" or "fettered": Soph. 0. T. 1264, 1rA£Kra'i:s 
Ewpat<; EJJ,7r€7rA€yJJ,EVYJ : Arist. Thestll. lO 3 2' EV 8arµo'i:aw EJ1,7r€7rA£yµlvYJ. 
In Ta foxara there is an allusion to the words of our Lord recorded 
in Matt. xii. 45. The whole passage is very similar ,in sense to 
Heb. x. 26, £KOVCJ"lW'> yap &µaprav6vrwv ~µwv, J1,€T<J. TO Aa(Niv r¼v 
£1rlYVWCJ"lV rrj, aAYj0da,, ovKln 7r€pl &p,apnwv a1roA£l'1r£Tat 0va{a. See 
note on i. 9 above. 

21. KpELTTov y&.p ~v. "For it were better for them never to 
have known the way of righteousness (which is also the way of 
truth, ii. 2, and the straight way, ii. 15), than having known it to 
turn back from the holy commandment delivered unto them." 
Better have remained heathen than thus fall into apostasy. For the 
omission of av with the imperfect indicative, see Goodwin, Greek 
Moods and Tenses, 49. 2, note 2; Blass, p. 206; cf. Matt. xxvi. 24, KaAo11 

~v avr<[,: Rom. ix. 3, 'Y/vx-&µ'YJv. For the singular ivToA~, cf. Deut. 
xxvi. 13; Ps. xviii. (xix.) 8, cxviii. (cxix.) 96, 98; Prov. ii. 1, vi. 23, 
xiii. 13, xix. 16; Eccles. viii. 5. In the New Testament the singular 
appears elsewhere to mean a particular precept; in Rom. vii. 12, ~ 
ivro>..¼ &.y{a is the tenth commandment; possibly I Tim. vi. 14 may 
be an exception. Here "the holy commandment" is the moral 
law which is still regarded as binding upon Christians, and was only 
reiterated and deepened in the Sermon on the Mount and in the 
teaching of the apostles. Spitta is probably right in thinking that 
Jude's ~ a1rat 1rapa800/iaa To'i:, &.yloi, 1r{an, is suggested by this 
phrase of 2 Peter: if this is the case, the change of ivroA.~ into 1r{ans 
and the insertion of the Pauline &ylois are significant. 

22. uuJL/3l/3r,K1av mhois To T~S d>..r,8ous 'll'apoiJLlas. "The word of 
the true proverb has happened unto them," has been verified in 
them. Alford quotes Lucian, dial. mort. viii. 1, Tovro <KE'i:vo To T'Y/• 
1rapoiµ{a,, a v£(3pos Tov >..lovra. The first of the two proverbs may 
be found in Prov. xxvi. 11, (},a1r£p Kvwv oTav £1rl>..0u £1rl Tov favrov 
(JJ,£Tov. The second is not biblical, and can hardly be derived 
from a Hebrew source. AovaaµlvYJ means "having bathed itself in 
mud"; cf. Aristotle, 1r£p'i Ta (wa IaTop. viii. 6 (Bekker, 595a, 31), 
Ta, 8' {;, Kat To A.ot£a0ai Ev 7rYJAf (ma{v£L). The sense is, not that 
the creature has washed itself clean in water (so apparently the 
R.V.), still less that it has been washed clean (as A.V.), and then 
returns to the mud; but that having once bathed in filth it never 
ceases to delight in it. This habit of swine was used as a moral 
emblem both in Greek-Wetstein quotes Michael Apostolius, 1910, 
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6p,owv T<p KpaT'f}To,· ~<; EV /3op/36p!J,! 1.\.vcnra.Tai : Epictetus, iv. 1 r. 29, 
o.7reA0e, Ka< xo{p!J,! 8ia.\.tyov, lv' iv /3op/36p!J,! p,~ KvA[')rni-and in Latin, 
Cicero, Verr. iv. 24, "in Verre quern in luto uolutatum totius 
corporis uestigiis inuenimus." Horace has both the dog and the 
sow in one line, Epp. i. 2. 26, "Vixisset canis immundus uel amica 
luto sus." It has been noticed in the Introduction, p. 228, that the 
proverbs as given by St. Peter run very easily into iambics; in the 
first lglpap,a is substituted for :p,eTo,, and the introductory phrase (To 
T~<; aA')0ov;; 7rapoip.la,) seems to show that he does not quote either 
of them as scripture. Probably he took them both from some 
collection of proverbs. But, as the first is certainly scriptural, we 
may guess that this collection was the work of a Jew, most likely an 
Alexandrine Jew, who to the Solomonic proverbs added others 
derived from Gentile sources. 

t~epttw is used in the sense of " to vomit" by the comic poets 
(see Liddell and Scott), and by Aquila in his version of Lev. 
xviii. 28. Kv.\.urp,a is found in Symmachus' version of Ezek. x. 13; 

it ought to mean "something rolled round," "a cylinder," but is 
here used for KvA{cnpa, "a rolling place," or for KVA.l(rp,6,, "rolling " ; 
B C and some cursives have KvAurp,6v. 

III. 1.' TUUTYJV ~8YJ ..• 8tavota.v. "This is now, beloved, the 
second letter that I write unto you; in each of which I stir up 
your pure mind by putting you in remembrance." "H8"1 is to be 
taken closely with the numeral, as in Soph. Phil. 312, fros T68' ~8'1 
8tKaTov. For 8ieydpeiv lv v7rop,v~crei see i. 13. For 81avo1a see 
1 Pet. i. 13. EiAiKpiv~,, elA.iKp{veia occur I Cor. v. 8 ; 2 Cor. 
i. 12, ii. 17; Phil. i. 10. EiA1Kpiv~, 8ufvoia is used by Plato, Phaed. 
66 A, of " pure reason," such as that which the geometer employs ; 
Phaed. 81 C, eiAiKpiv~, tf!vx~ is opposed to tf!vx~ p,ep,iacrp,tv'f} Ka, 
ad0apTo,. Here in 2 Peter a " pure reason " is one which is not 
stained or warped by sensuality, that is to say, elA.iKpiv~, bears the 
sense which it has in Plato as an epithet of tf!vx~, but not that 
which it has as an epithet of 81avoia. St. Peter has used philosophic 
words caught up in conversation and not quite accurately under­
stood. 

Commentators generally hold that the former letter here re­
ferred to is our r Peter. Spitta, however, maintains that it is not, on 
the grounds that ( 1) 2 Peter is addressed to Jewish Christians, 
1 Peter to Gentiles; (2) Peter himself and others of the Twelve 
had preached to the recipients of 2 Peter, but apparently not to 
those of I Peter ( cf. 1 Pet. i. 12 ; 2 Pet. i. r 6); (3) the contents of 
I Peter are not accurately here described. 

The first and second reasons have little force, if we take 
the view that I Peter was addressed to a mixed community. 
Nor is there anything, not even in ii. I 8, to lead us to suppose 
that the readers of 2 Peter were all Jew Christians. Nor 
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need we force the repeated first person plural of the first 
chapter to imply that the apostles had laboured personally in 
these Churches. Nothing more need be meant than that the 
recipients knew perfectly well what the teaching of the apostles 
was. 

'fhe third objection is more serious. The language used in 
i. 12-21 may mean that the object of the apostle in writing to 
these Churches had always been the same, that of meeting error 
by insisting on the historical truth of the gospel; and here he says 
that in the former letter as in this (lv aI,), he had appealed to the 
testimony of the prophets and of the apostles. Now I Peter is not 
directly pointed against false teaching, nor are proofs alleged in 
the same way as in 2 Peter. It is highly probable that St. Peter 
wrote many Epistles, and quite possible that his first letter to these 
particular Churches may have been lost. And in the Address 
the word oiacnropa is not used, nor are the names of the provinces 
~~ . 

We cannot feel absolutely certain that I Peter is here referred 
to, any more than we say with confidence what particular Epistle 
of St. Paul is meant in iii. I 5. Yet I Peter will satisfy the condi­
tions fairly well. The prophets and evangelists are appealed to 
(i. 10-12), the Passion and Ascension of our Lord are laid down 
as the historical basis of the gospel, and the Parousia, in particular, 
is pointed to repeatedly. The last point is here of great weight. 
Upon the whole it may be held that.Spitta's doubts are groundless, 
though they are enforced also by Zahn. 

2. p.v'l'Ja8fjvm • . • awnjpos. "That ye should rem em her the 
words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and the com­
mandment of the Lord and Saviour through your apostles" (R. V. ). 
There appears to be no doubt as to the MS. text; ~µ,wv for vµ,wv 
has very slight attestation. The infinitive µv71u0~vai must be taken 
to denote purpose, but it is ungrammatical (Alford refers to a 
similar breach of rules in Luke i. 72), and is particularly awkward 
after the words oieye{pw lv v1roµ,v~cm. The author here reverts to 
the end of chap. i., and repeats the appeal to his two witnesses, the 
prophets and the apostles. Both testified to the ovvap,t, KUL 1rapovu{a 
of Christ. Having exhausted what he had to say about the former 
point against those who denied the power of the Lord who bought 
them, St. Peter now turns to the second. The two divisions of his 
subject are marked by two repeated phrases, 8ieye£peiv lv koµ,v~<rEL 
and 'TOVTO 1rpw'TOV yww<rKOV'TE\,, The clause 'T~\, 'TWV &.1ro<rT6Awv vµ,wv 
lvToA~, Tov Kvplov KaL <rWT~po, has caused great trouble; the com­
plication of genitives is very harsh. The A.V. reading ~µwv and 
making TOV Kvplov depend upon &.1ro<rT6Awv, translates "the com­
mandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour"; but this 
construction is difficult in any case, and becomes quite impossible, 

19 



290 NOTES ON THE SECOND EPISTLE OF ST. PETER 

if v11--wv is read. On the other hand, the rendering of the R. V., 
which differentiates the genitives, taking Tov Kvp{ov to mean "of 
the Lord," and Twv a1rocrT6Awv "through the apostles," seems even 
more objectionable. To some extent, indeed, we might meet the 
difficulty by supposing that the words Tov Kvp{ov Kai crwT~po, are 
added as an afterthought, and translating, "the command of your 
apostles, or rather, I should say, of the Lord"; but it may be sus­
pected that the text is unsound. A good reason may be found 
for the use of the possessive, v11--wv. "Your apostles" are the men 
whom you ought to trust; do not listen to these false teachers, 
with whom you have neither part nor lot. It has been supposed 
that the forger of the Epistle here allows his mask to slip, and 
confesses that he himself was not an apostle; but this is quite a 
needless inference. The apostles are the Twelve. Some have 
thought that Paul, Silas, and Barnabas are intended, but it is 
highly doubtful whether the author would have called Silas and 
Barnabas, or even St. Paul, apostles. For EVToA~, see ii. 2 r. 
'EVTlAA011--ai is frequently used of our Lord in the Gospels, Matt. 
xvi i. 9, xxviii. 20; John xv. 14, I 7 ; cf. Acts i. 2, xiii. 4 7 ; it belongs 
to the conception of our Lord as 8ecr1r6n7<;, 2 Pet. ii. r. For &.y{wv 
1rpocpTJTwv, cf. Luke i. 70, and note on i. 21 above. 

3. TouTo 11'pwTov yivwaKoVTes. The phrase is used above, i. 20. 

The repetition is quite in the Petrine manner, but in the present 
place it is by no means free from difficulty. There can be no 
doubt that the accusative is required, and there is no reason why 
our author should not have used this case. Probably yivwcrKovrn, 
ought to be read in spite of all the MSS. The words EA.evcrovTai, 
K.T.A., form a prophecy of St. Peter's own, and what he says is, 
Remember the words of the prophets and the command of the 
apostles, "knowing this first "-taking with you this preliminary 
caution from me-that mockers shall come (for the future see 
note on ii. r ). 

l11'' foxchwv Twv ~p.epwv. "In the last days," in the time of 
distress which precedes the end. Cf. Heb. i. 2, E1r' foxfrov Twv 
~JJ,Epwv TOVTWV: Jude 18, fr' ECTXO.TOV TOV xp6vov: Jas. v. 3, El' 
Ecrxa.rni, ~JJ,lpai'>, See note on E1r' ECTXa.Tov Twv XP6vwv, I Pet. i. 20. 

'Ev EJJ,1Tatyp,ovfj £JJ,1TUlKTaL is a strong Hebraism, cf. £1' Tfj cp0op[j, avrwv 
Kal cp0ap~CTOVTat, above, ii. I 2 : E1Tt0vµ{'l- £1TE0vµ'l]CTa, Luke xxii. Is : 

Kt0ap'{l8wv Kt0api(6vTWV El' TUI,', Kt0apai, avTwv, Apoc. xiv. 2. 'Eµ1ra{(w, 
"to mock," is classical; lµ1ra{KTTJ, is found in the LXX. (in Isa. iii. 4), 
so also are lµ1raiyµa and l11--1raiyp,6, (also in Heb. xi. 36). 'Eµ1raiy-
11--ov~ is not found elsewhere, and is an impossible formation (if 
lµ1ra{yµwv existed, Eµ1raiyµo<rvv'I] woulci be the correct derivative; cf .. 
1TOA.V1Tpayµwv 1TOA.V1rpay11--0CTVVTJ, cppa.8µwv cppa811--0CTVVTJ, 'l8µwv l8µoCTVVTJ), 
It is omitted by K L, by many other of the later MSS., and by some 
Fathers, because it was seen to be a vox nihili, or because it is 



CHAP. III. VER. 4 

omitted by Jude. The true reading is probably lµTraiyµfi,. See 
11ote on 7rapa<f,povfa, ii. 16. For KaTa Ta, 1/l{a, aVTWV lm0vµfa, 
Jude ( vers. r 6, r 8) has Ka Ta Ta, avrwv or faVTWV l.m0vµ{a,, a voiding 
the vulgar use of lUa,, for which cf. ii. 16, 22, 

With these words St. Peter begins his attack upon the denial of 
the Parousia, the doctrinal error which underlay the moral ex­
travagances of the false teachers. He has had the subject in view 
from the outset of the Epistle. The lTrayyl>..µam of i. 4 are the 
brayyEAµa of iii. r 3 ; other connecting links are to be found in 
~ alwvw, {3a<ri"l-..da, i. r r; 7rapov<r{a, i. 16, and the references to 
Kp{rn, and ~,~tpa Kp{<rEw, in the second chapter. 

4. 7rou eanv ~ t7rayye>-..(a T~S 7rapoua(as aihou. "Where is the 
promise of His Coming? " IIapov<r{a means the Second Advent, 
the coming of our Lord to judge, as in Matt. xxiv. 3. Notice 
the Hebraistic manner in which denial is expressed by a question, 
as in Mai. ii. 17; Ps. xiii. 3, lxxix. 10; Jer. xvii. 15; Luke viii. 25. 
"Where is it? It has come to naught; it is vain." Von Soden 
and Kiihl would restrict the promise to that made by the prophets 
of the Old Testament, but we cannot exclude a reference to the 
prophecy of our Lord Himself, Matt. xxiv. 34. It is probable, 
as Spitta points out, that the denial of the Parousia arose out of 
these very words. As the men of " this generation " began to die 
away, doubt would immediately arise. 

&et,' ~s. "Since." The expression occurs also r Mace. i. r r ; 
Acts xxiv. r r ; Luke vii. 45. From the last passage we see that it 
has become a pure adverb. So, indeed, it is here, as the singular 
~µipa, would not suit the context. "Since the fathers fell asleep 
all things remain thus," as we see them, and as they have been 
"from the beginning of creation." Some understand "the fathers" 
of the fathers and founders of the Christian Church, and find in 
the phrase a sign that the Epistle was not written till more than 
one generation of believers had passed away. But no forger would 
have fallen into so obvious and fatal a blunder. The phrase is to 
be explained in the same way as oi TraTEpE, in Heb. i. r ; Rom. ix. 5, 
or oi Trarlp£, ~µwv in Acts iii. 13. The Church is one, as in r Peter, 
and " the fathers " belong to all Christians. 

There must have been. a strong Hebraistic colouring in the 
minds of the deniers as well as in that of St. Peter. Church and 
Scripture are so completely one that the Old Testament can be 
used to strengthen doubts as to the Christian shape of the doctrine 
of the day of judgment. St. Peter's answer rests mainly on the 
Old Testament, with a brief allusion to the gospel and a passing 
appeal to the authority of St. Paul. 

Notice, again, the subtle, almost modern, character of the 
doubt. At Thessalonica men doubted only whether those Chris­
tians who had died before the Parousia would be permitted to live 
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with Jesus in His kingdom ( 1 Thess. iv. 13 sqq. See also Intro­
duction, p. 239). In the Churches addressed by St. Peter the 
doubt rests upon reflexion of a scientific type, the long vista of the 
past, the apparent immutability of the world,-thoughts which in 
our time have become still more oppressive. 

The doubt may have been suggested simply by the broad 
stretch of Old Testament history, but it was very possibly con­
nected with the doctrine of the eternity of the world, which had 
been adopted from Aristotle by the Platonists and by the Jewish 
mystics of the time. This tenet is defended by Philo against the 
Stoic belief in the lK1rvpw,ri,: see de incorr. mundi, 18 sqq. (ii. 505), 
and de mundo, 2 (ii. 604), where he rests his position in part on the 
everlasting law of the eternal God. Philo in these passages makes 
little use of the Old Testament, though he says that Moses taught 
that the world was y£v11rov Kat acp0aprov, de mundo, 8. The doc­
trine of the eternity of matter was found by the Rabbis, and possibly 
by the LXX. translators, in Gen. i. 1 ; see Gfrorer, .f ahrhundert des 
Heils, ii. 9. It is probable that the false teachers were Jews by 
birth and Christians by name, who knew more or less about these 
scholastic debates. The arguments which they would employ­
they may be gathered from Philo-would sound to St. Peter very 
like "mockery." 

5. >..av8ctve~ yap a&roos Toilro 8€'>..ovras. "For this they wilfully 
fail to see." "Wilfully," because they are av0a8Ei,, ii. 10. The 
antecedent to yap is to be found in the assertion 1ravra ovrw 
8iaphn-this is untrue, "for scripture tells us that once already the 
world has been destroyed by water." 

on o&pavol ••• uuveuTwua. "That from of old was heaven, 
and an earth subsisting out of water and by means of water." For 
lK1raAai see ii. 3. Jewish mystics distinguished seven heavens 
(Gfrorer, .fahrhundert des Het'ls, ii. 37); cf. 2 Car. xii. 2; Eph. 
iv. 10. Ovpavo£ is used in the New Testament frequently by St. 
Matthew (as in the Lord's Prayer, vi. 9), not uncommonly by St. 
Mark, rarely by St. Luke, never by St. John (except in Apoc. 
xii. 12 ). In Acts it occurs twice (ii. 34, vii. 56 ). St. Paul uses the 
plural about as often as the singular. St. Peter in the First 
Epistle has the singular twice (i. 12, iii. 22 ), the plural once (i. 4); 
in the Second, the singular once (i. 18), where he is speaking of 
heaven as the abode of God, the plural five times, all in this 
passage (iii. 5-13), where he is treating of cosmogony. Generally, 
the plural seems to be a mere Hebraism, the Hebrew word being 
plural in form, and we need not suppose an allusion to the 
Rabbinical theory unless the context requires it. Hence here we 
ought probably to translate "heaven," not "heavens." Some 
commentators, however, prefer to keep the plural, and think that 
the seven heavens were in St. Peter's mind. 
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Heaven is placed here before earth, as in Gen. i. 1. The order 
of creation was variously explained in the Rabbinical Schools. 
Shammai, relying on Gen. i. 1, distinguished unplwµa from 
ovpav6s, and taught that first heaven and then earth were created 
on the first day. Hille!, relying on Gen. i. 4, ii. 4, identified 
unplwµa with ovpav6,, and taught that earth was created on the 
first day, heaven on the second. Spitta thinks that St. Peter is 
here declaring his adhesion to the opinion of Shammai. This, 
however, can hardly be inferred from the text. St. Peter says 
nothing that a simple Jew could not have gathered from his own 
reading of Genesis. · 

There should be no comma after lK1ra>..ai: the words ~uav 
lK1raAai apply to earth as well as heaven. • Of earth it is said that it 
subsists · 

i~ i/8aTos Kal 8L' i!8aTos. 'Et may be taken to denote the 
emerging of the earth from the waters (Gen. i. 9) in which it had 
lain buried, and the majority of commentators appear to adopt this 
explanation. But, combined as it is here with uvvea-Twua., the 
preposition seems rather to express the material out of which the 
earth was made (so Oecumenius, Hofmann, Kiihl, Alford, Salmond). 
There appears to be no trace of a Jewish belief that water was the 
prime element of which earth was made, except in the later Clemen­
tine Homilies, xi. 24 (quoted by Dr. Plummer); yet it is a possible 
explanation of Gen. i. 2, where water exists at a time when earth is 
aKaTa.a-Keva.a-To,. Ai' {!/:lam, again is very difficult. It can hardly 
mean "in the midst of water," as an island surrounded by the sea, 
for the preposition never bears this sense, though it is used of a 
mental state, in which we are, or rather through which we are 
passing (8t' ~uvx[as eTvat et simm; cf. 8t' v1roµov~<; Tplxnv, Heb. xii. 1 ). 

We must render "by means of water." \Yater is at once the material 
and the instrumental cause of the subsistence of the earth. It is 
made out of the sea below, and its life depends on the rain from 
above. ::Svvea-Tavai means both to have been put together or made, 
and to subsist or endure; for the latter sense compare Col. i. 17. 

T'(l Tou 0eoG My<(). By the fiat of God; cf. Heb. xi. 3, Mµan 
®eov. Here again there is no trace of speculation, though the 
Rabbis had much to say about the creative word. One type of 
theory is to be found in Philo, another refined upon the Ten 
Creative Words discovered in Gen. i. (see Gfrorer, Jahrhundert des 
Heils, ii. 20). 

6. 8L' <ilv. The antecedent may be found in the two waters of 
which we have just read; the fountains of the deep spouted up 
from below and the rain streamed down from above (Gen. viii. 2), 
the matter of the earth was resolved into its original form ancl 
washed away. \Ve may, however, suppose 8i' tw to refer to i58wp 
and >..6yos, the two agents of creation co-operating in destruction; 
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and this view finds support in the following words, in which .\6yo, 
and -rrvp appear as the causes of the second catastrophe. 

o TOTE KOap.os, K6crfLo, may be taken, as by Spitta, to mean the 
universe. It is possible that in the view of St. Peter the first 
heaven and earth were absolutely destroyed and succeeded by the 
present ( oi vvv ovpavol Kal 17 y~), as these again will be replaced by a 
new heaven and earth (ver. 13 below). The same views may be 
found in the Book of Enoch, lxxxiii. 3-5, where Enoch is describing 
his dream of the Flood. "I saw in a vision how the heaven 
collapsed and was borne off and fell to the earth ..• and I lifted 
up my voice to cry aloud and said, The earth is destroyed." (See 
the passage in Mr. Charles' translation.) Cf. also Clem. Rom. ix., 
Nw€ • , • -rraAiyyw€cr{av K6CTfLIJ,! £K~pvtw, and Lightfoot's note there. 
Yet, on the other hand, this view, that the whole universe was 
resolved into water by the Flood, does not represent the obvious 
sense of Scripture, does not square very well with the language of 
ii. 5, where K6CTfLOS dcre(3wv seems to mean simply the impious 
denizens of earth, and is hardly consistent with the preceding verse. 
For, if earth alone subsisted of water and by water, so earth alone, 
we might think, could be destroyed by water. Hence Oecu­
menius, Bengel, Hofmann take K6CTfLOS here to mean the human 
race, or all living things. 

We must make allowance for rhetorical colour. The author 
presses as far as he can the analogy between two cases which were 
not absolutely parallel. 

7. oi 8E vuv otipavol ••• 'ITupt "But the heavens that now are 
and the earth are treasured up by the same word for fire." T4> a&4> 
is the reading of A BP, some cursives, the Sahidic, Coptic, Armenian, 
and Vulgate; ~CK L, many cursives, the Syriac, and Aethiopian 
have Tc;; avrov. There is little or no difference in sense. There are 
many "words of God" in the Old Testament in which fire is spoken 
of as attending the final judgment, such as Ps. xcvii. 3; Isa. lxvi. 
15, 16; Dan. vii. 9, 10; some of them might well be taken to signify 
an actual destruction of the world by fire, especially Isa. xxxiv. 4; 
Mic. i. 4. Hence the belief that, as the world had once perished 
by water, so it would again perish by fire, was possibly held, though 
it was certainly not universal, among the Jews in St. Peter's time. 
It may perhaps be found in a book of prophecies attributed to 
Adam; see Josephus, Ant. i. 2. 3, -rrponpriK6ros &.cf,avicrfLOV 'A8a/Lov 
TWV oAwv lcr€cr0ai, TOV p.,ev Kar' icrxiiv -rrvp6s, TOV lrepov 8e Kara f3{av Kat 
-rrAri0iiv i)8aro,. But on this subject see Introduction, p. 214. 

Ilvp{, "for fire," is the dativus commodi. The R.V. in the 
margin gives " stored with fire " as an alternative rendering for 
re0ricravpicr/Ltvoi -rrvp[. But 0ricravp[tnv means "to lay up a treasure," 
and no instance is given of its use with the dative in the sense 
required. What St. Peter has to tell us here is, not where the fire 
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is, but what it will do. Irenaeus, i. 7. r, attributes to the Valen­
tinians the doctrine that at the End "the fire which lurks in the 
world, shining and kindling and destroying all matter, will be burnt 
out with the matter and go into nothingness." The earth is 
"stored with fire," which will one day burst forth and consume 
everything. This, however, is purely Stoic doctrine, based upon the 
theory of Heraclitus that fire was the prime element. St. Peter 
cannot have meant that the post-diluvian world was made of fire, as 
the antediluvian world was made of water; no "word of God" 
could have led him to think thus. Yet it is possible that the 
Valentinians found a scriptural handle for their tenet in -this passage 
of 2 Peter. 

TTJpoup.uoL ELS 'IJJJ,Epav Kpt<TEws. Note again this favourite phrase; 
cf. ii. 4, 9, and I Pet. i. 4. 'A1rwA.ELa is another word which 2 Peter 
repeats, see ii. r, 3. 

8. EV 8J ToilTo p.~ >.av8avlTw lip.&s. "But do not you fail to see 
this one thing." The vp.as forms an emphatic antithesis to avrovs 
in ver. 5. 

on p.(a ~p.lpa. "That in the Lord's sight one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day." The phrase is 
suggested by Ps. lxxxix. (xc.) 4, 8n x{')...ia lTTJ lv ocp0aA.p.o,s CTov ws ~ 
~p.lpa ~ lx0es ~ns 8i~A.0f. St. Peter is not quoting, but drawing an 
inference from, the Psalm. The desire of the Psalmist is to 
contrast the eternity of God with the short span of human life. 
What St. Peter wishes is to contrast the eternity of God with the 
impatience of human expectations. · As Augustine says, God is 
patiens quia aeternus. The day of judgment is at hand ( 1 Pet. iv. 7 ). 
It may come to-morrow; but what is to-morrow? What does God 
mean by a day? It may be a thousand years. 

This verse of 2 Peter (like i. r 5) has a history, which is no 
longer easy to trace. From this peculiar adaptation of the words of 
the Psalm sprang Chiliasm. On this subject see Introduction, p. 2 r 3. 

Observe that St. Peter says nothing about signs that should 
precede our Lord's Coming. Cf. the present passage with 
2 Thess. ii. St. Paul appeals to his own prophecies on the subject. 
Certain events are to happen before the Parousia, and these must 
take a considerable time. 

We may find here a sign of authenticity, if we remember John 
xxi. r 8, r 9. St. Peter had been warned that he should not live to 
see the Parousia (cf. i. 14). He could not therefore feel the 
difficulty which troubled the Thessalonians as to what would be the 
lot of those who died before the Lord's return ; nor could he speak, 
like St. Paul, of "us which are alive and remain"; nor would he 
have any personal interest in the Signs of the End. It may be 
doubted whether a forger would have been so reticent. 

Again, though this passage is the base, or one of the bases, of 
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Chiliasm, St. Peter makes no allusion to that doctrine. Here again 
we may discern a sign of great antiquity. 

9. OU /3pa8uvEL t, KupLOc; T~c; e,myye>..[ac;. "The Lord is not slow 
concerning His promise." The genitive is perhaps analogous to 
that used commonly after verbs of failing, or missing, such as 
aµapravw, U<pd..A.Aoµai, VUTEpw. Or, possibly, we may compare Soph. 
El. 3 1 7, TOV Kauiyv~TOV r{ 'PY/'• ; Phi!. 4 3 9, avat{ov µw <pWTOS itEp/2-
uoµat, where the genitive alone has the sense of the case accom­
panied by 1rEp{: see Blass, p. 10 5. Bengel quotes Sirach xxxii. 
(xxxv.) 22, Kal KpivE'i BtKa{w, Kal 1roi,fuH Kp{uiv Kal o K1;pt0<, ov µ17 
f3pa8vvr, ov8€ µ17 µaKpo0vµ~un br' avTO'i,. The Lord is certainly 
Christ; see ver. 15 below. 

we; -rwEc; /3pa8utjTa ~youVTm. "As some (the mockers) count 
slowness"; as if delay sprang from impotence or unwillingness to 
perform. 

p.~ /3ou>..6p.Evoc;, "Not because He wishes that some should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance." Some will perish 
(ver. 7 above), but this is not the purpose of God. 

10. ~feL receives emphasis from its position. "It will come, 
that day of the Lord." For i]µlpa Kvptov (from Joel iii. 4) see Acts 
ii. 20; 1 Cor. v. 5; 1 Thess. v. 2; 2 Thess. ii. 2. In Phil. ii. 16 

we have i]µlpa Xpiurov, cf. Luke xvii. 26, 31. Above, ii. 9, iii. 7, 
i]µlpa Kp{<rEws: below, ver. 12, TJµlpa ®wv. The day of the Lord, 
of God, of Christ, of the Son of Man, are not distinguished. 

t:ic; KAE1TT\'JS· Cf. Matt. xxiv. 43 ; C K L add iv vvKrl, from 
1 Thess. v. 2. Whenever it comes, soon or late, the day of the 
Lord will be sudden and unexpected, like the attack of a thief. 
There will be no time for repentance then. This is the essential 
point on which the wise teacher will dwell. 

pOLtl'J8ov. 'Po'iCo,, poiClw, and cognates, are used of shrill 
rushing sounds, the hissing of a snake, the whirr of a bird's wings, 
the hurtling of an arrow. Here probably the roaring of flame is 
meant. The adverb is probably formed from poiClw, but it may 
come directly from potCos. Lucian, Timon, 3, uses three similar 
words, KOUKLY'YJ86v, <rwp'YJ86v, 1rErp7J86v, all formed from nouns. 

<TTOLXELa. lrol)(os means "a row"; hence uroixE'ia, "things 
arranged in a row," the letters of the alphabet, or the elements of 
Nature. Jn Heb. v. 12, Td. fJ"TO!XEta T~c; apx~s TWV Aoy{wv TOV 
®wv, are the Christian alphabet, the first rudimentary lessons of the 
creed. In Gal. iv. 3, 9, Ta fJ"TOlXEla TOV K6uµov, Td. au0£v~ Kal 1rrwxa 
urotXEta, are again rudimentary lessons; but these, in St. Paul's 
view, are laws, precepts, rites and ceremonies, distinguished from 
gospel freedom. So again, Col. ii. 8, 20, the word is used of 
precepts based upon philosophy, vain deceit, and the traditions of 
men ; school lessons which are no longer good for enlightened men. 

St. Peter is clearly speaking of physical elements. He may 
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mean-(1) The four elements, earth, air, water, fire (so Bede). 
This sense is common in Greek philosophy. The objection that 
fire cannot destroy fire is not serious, for earthly sensible fire 
might very well be thought of as destroyed by heavenly ideal fire. 
But this explanation is too scientific for St. Peter. 

(2) The great parts of which the world is composed, sun, moon, 
stars, earth, sea. In this sense our passage seems to have been 
understood by the author of the second book of the Sibylline Oracles 
(ii. 206): 

Ka! rore X'f/PEV/J'El IJ'TotxeZa 7rpo7ravra ra. KOIJ'µou, 
'.A:fip, '}'a,a, OaA<l/J'IJ'<l, <f,aos, 'Tl'OAos, ijµara, PVKT€S,' 

(3) The heavenly bodies, sun, moon, and stars. In this sense 
uToix£'i:a is used by Justin, Apol. ii. 5; Trypho, 23; Theoph. Ant. 
i. 4, 5, 6, ii. 15, 35; Athenag. Suppl. 16, and many Greek Fathers. 
In the Letter of Polycrates, Eus. H E. iii. 31. 2, CTToix£'i:a means 
"stars of the Church"; see note of Valesius in Heinichen. Hence 
the Latin Fathers not uncommonly called the stars elementa. Isa. 
xxxiv. 4 was quoted by the Rabbis to show that the stars will perish 
at the end of the world; see Gfrorer, Jahrhundert des Heils, ii. 2 7 4. 
This is the most probable sense here (Bengel, Alford, Plumptre). 
The run of the sentence distinguishes the heavens and the elements 
(stars) from the earth and the works that are therein. 

In Test. Levi~ 4, there is a passage which Spitta (adopting a con­
jectural emendation of Schrapp's) quotes thus-rov 7rvpos Karn7T'T~CT-

, , I I • ' ,.. > f I 
CTOVTOS Kal 7rau71s KTlCT€WS KaVCTOVf1,€V'fJS Kal TWP aopaTWV '1T'VWfl,aTWV 

T'f/Koµlvwv. Hence Spitta (followed by Kuhl and van Soden) main­
tains that St. Peter means by CTToix£'i:a not the stars, but the spirits, 
which were regarded as inhabiting and animating them. The same 
explanation of CTToixe'i:a in Gal. iv. 3, 9; Col. ii. 8, is given by Ritschl, 
Everling, Diels (Elementum, Teubner, 1899; reviewed by A. Deiss­
mann in Theo!. Literaturzeitung, Jan. 5, 1901). There was such 
a belief (see Enoch lx. 12, lxix. 22) among both Jews and Gentiles. 
But Mr. Sinker's text of the Testamenta has KAovovµlv'f/, not Kavuov­

µlv71s, and that careful scholar notices no variant. Nor, if we put 
on one side the disputed passages in the Pauline Epistles, is any 
instance of this peculiar use of uToixe'i:ov quoted. It is not possible 
to find the star-spirits in the words of 2 Peter, though they may 
very well be meant by the &6parn 7rvevµaTa of Levi. Possibly the 
words of Levi may be a reminiscence of the present passage. 

Ka.uaoup.ua.. Kavuos means a peculiar kind of fever, and Kav­

uovu0ai is used by medical writers of those who suffer from that 
special complaint. It is obvious that this sense will not suit the 
present passage, but Kavuovu0ai does not appear to be used in any 
other. It seems highly probable that Kav,rovµe"a does not belong 
to Kavuovu0ai at all, but is merely a vulgarism for Kavu6µeva. In 
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later Greek the middle future constantly assumes the Doric form ; 
thus we find vevu-ovµai, 1TVEV<Tovµai, 1TAEV<TOVµai, movµai, 1T£V<Tovµai. 
In 2 Clem. vii. 5 we have 1Ta0ovµai. if>evtovµai is commonly used 
even by the classics. See Lobecl,, Phrynichus, p. 30; Rutherford, 
New Phrynichus, p. 91; Moeris, 7r{oµai: Cobet, Nouae Lectiones, 
p. 61 7 ; Veitch, Ka{w. 

. KaTaKa.~aeT«L. Here again the text is corrupt. See Introduc­
tion, p. 2 13. 

epya are opera naturae et artis (Bengel). 
11. >..uophwv is used loosely for J\v0rJ<Toµi1 1wv. See Blass, p. 189, 

and compare T~KeTai just below. 
1r0Ta.1roos. "What sort of men." Both sense and spelling 

belong to later Greek ; the classic word is 1To8a1T6,, which means 
"of what country." See Lobeck, Phrynichus, p. 56; Rutherford, 
New Phrynichus, p. I 28. 

iv aylais dva.UTpocl>a.i:s Ka.1 Ef,aef3elms. "In holy behaviours and 
pieties" (Alford). Neither word is used in the plural elsewhere in 
the New Testament, but in I Pet. i. 15 we have iv miayJ avaa-rpo<f,fi, 
"in every behaviour," which is practically a plural. 1 Pet. ii. 1 we 
find im"OKp{u-w; <t,06vov,: ii. 9, apem{: iv. 3, au-e'J\:ye{aic; oivo<f,J\vy{aic; 
ei8wAoAa.Tpe{aic;: 2 Pet. ii. 2, a<reAydaic;: ii. 14, 1TAeovet{aic; (v.l.). In 
both Epistles there is the same tendency to use the abstract noun 
in the plural. 

12. 0"11"eo8ona.s. Not "hastening towards the coming" ; this 
version would require a preposition, and yields no satisfactory sense. 
We may translate-(1) "Giving diligence about," "zealously guard­
ing, the Coming." So Plato, Protag. 361 A, speaks of a man as 
u-1rev8wv aimi,i ivavr{a, "fighting for propositions that confute him." 
( 2) "Hastening the Coming." The Church may be said to bring 
the day nearer when it prays "Thy Kingdom come." And not 
prayer only, but the "holy behaviours and pieties" of God's children, 
which promote the repentance of the ungodly ( I Pet. ii. 12 ), are 
a condition of the coming of the Kingdom, and prepare the Lord's 
way. It is possible that St. Peter may be referring to the Jewish 
belief that the sins of men prevented Messiah from appearing. In 
the Talmud it is said, "Si Judaei poenitentiam facerent una die 
statim ueniret Messias, filius Dauid "; see Gfrorer, Jahrhundert des 
Heils, ii. p. 224. If we follow this interpretation, we have here 
again a view different from St. Paul's; see 2 Thess. ii. 6, 7, To 
KO.T€XOV : 0 KO.T£XWV. 

T!]KETO.L. The present is used for the future. But C P, many 
cursives, the V ulgate, Armenian, and Syriac read mK~a-emi or mK+ 
u-ovTai. For the verb, cf. Isa. xxxiv. 4, Kat TaK~a-ovTai 1Ta.<rai ai 
8vvaµnc; TWV ovpavwv: Mic. i. 4, KUt ai KotAa8ec; TO.K~<TOVTa.t we; K'Y}poc; 
a1ro 1Tpornfnrov 1Tvp6,. The reader will observe the characteristic 
repetition of words and phrases in this passage 
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13. Kcu.voOs 8~ oUpavoOs K«l y~v Kcuv~v. Cf. Isa. lxv. l 7, l,rrar. 
yap o ovpavo, Kaivo, KaL 'Y/ "I~ KatV~ : Enoch xci. 1 6, " And the 
first heaven will depart and pass away, and a new heaven will 
appear"; Apoc. xxi. 1. 

iv ots 8LK«10<1uV1J KaTmKeL. "Has its home" (Acts vii. 48; Eph. 
iii. 17; Col. ii. 9). This beautiful phrase is probably St. Peter's 
own, but we may compare Enoch xlvi. 3, "the Son of Man, who 
bath righteousness, with whom dwelleth righteousness." 

14. 11'poa8oKwVTes is repeated from ver. 12; ,nrov8&.<raTe from 
i. 5, 10, 15; /J.<rmAot Ka2 aµJp,'YJTOt reminds us of 1 Pet. i. 19, /J.µwµo, 
KaL /J.,nnAo,: 2 Pet. ii. 13, <T'Tr{Aot KaL µwµoi. The dative avT&j may 
be taken with the adjectives, "spotless and blameless in His sight," 
or with evpe0~vai, "to be found by Him," as in Isa. lxv. I ( quoted 
in Rom. x. 20 ). 

15. K«l TIJV Tou Kup(ou ~p,wv p,aKpo8up,£av uWT1Jplav ~yefo8e. "And 
count the long-suffering of our Lord salvation." "Our Lord" must 
undoubtedly signify Christ, to whom alone the doxology in ver. 18 
is addressed. His patience (cf. ver. 9) is not slowness, but salva­
tion; the Lord delays in order that all men may have time to 
repent and be saved. °2.wT'Y}p{a is used here in an unusual sense, 
of that which conduces to salvation. We might be tempted to 
regard it as the feminine of the adjective, if it could be shown 
that <rwT~pw, ever possessed more than two genders. 

Ka8ws K«l , • • eypmj,ev op,.:v. " Even as also our beloved 
brother Paul, according to the wisdom given unto him, wrote unto 
you." St. Paul never calls St. Peter "our beloved brother Cephas." 
He is apparently represented as alive (AaAwv not AaA~<ra, in ver. 16; 
but this is not conclusive, because the participle is contemporaneous 
with lypmf;ev). St. Peter speaks of him with affection and respect, 
yet maintains the right to criticise. His words are not perceptibly 
stronger than those which he uses of Silvanus, 1 Pet. v. 12. Kara 
T~v oo0e'i<rav avT4' cro<f,{av may be understood as a commendation 
or as a caution. 'Yµ7,v (see iii. 1) means probably the Asiatic 
Christians to whom I Peter was addressed, possibly some other 
Church or group of Churches. Whoever they were, they had 
received a letter ( or possibly letters) from St. Paul. The substance 
of what St. Paul had written to them is more or less exactly indi­
cated by the words of vers. 1 4 and 15. 

We may suppose St. Peter to lay the main stress on tf.<rmAoi, 
aµJµ'Y}Toi, ,v dp~vu, and to be chiefly anxious for the correction of 
the moral disorders described in the second chapter. In this case 
any of the Pauline Epistles may be meant. Bengel selected 
Hebrews (he held the Pauline authorship of this Epistle); others 
have fixed upon Romans (Oecumenius, Grotius, Dietlein; see 
esp. Rom. ix. 22); Jachmann decides for I Corinthians; Augusti, 
for Galatians ; Benson, for Galatians, Ephesians, and Colossians 
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(see Col. i. , r sqq. These three Epistles have the advantage of 
being addressed to Asiatics). Von Soden thinks that Ephesians 
may be meant (see Eph. i. 4-14, vi. 10-18). Clearly, if St. Peter 
only means "St. Paul, who has himself written to you, condemns 
licence and disorder as emphatically as I do myself," it makes little 
difference which Epistle we choose. Indeed, St. Peter goes on to 
say that all St. Paul's Epistles teach the same lesson. 

If, on the other hand, the stress falls on the words -r~v -rov 
Kvp{ov ~µwv µaKpo0vµtav <FWT'YJp{av ~yE,a-0£, and if we suppose the 
reference to be to an Epistle in which moral disorder was connected 
with difficulties about the Parousia, none of the existing Pauline 
Epistles can be in question except I Corinthians (in this Church 
there were very similar extravagances, and the Resurrection was by 
some denied) and Thessalonians. Alford elects for I Thess., 
thinking that St. Peter actually refers to this Epistle in ver. 10 

above (but see note there). 
The reader must make his choice between more or less uncertain 

possibilities. If 2 Peter was not written to Asiatic Christians, 
Corinthians (see Introduction, p. 244) or Thessalonians may very 
well be meant. If, on the other hand, it was,-and this seems 
more probable,-then Galatians, Ephesians, or Colossians may con­
ceivably be referred to. But if we judge both that the recipients 
of 2 Peter were Asiatics, and that the Pauline letter in question 
dealt explicitly with disorders arising out of doubts about the 
Parousia, we are forced to conclude that St. Peter is speaking of 
a Pauline Epistle which, like that to the Laodiceans, or that to 
the Corinthians (1 Cor. v. 9), no longer exists. This is the opinion 
maintained on various grounds by Pott, Spitta, Kiihl, and Zahn. 

16. c:is Kal ev 'll'aaaLs ema-ro>..aLs. This is the reading of A B C ; 
~ KL P have 1racrai~ -ra,~. "As also (he writes), in each and every 
letter (or in all his letters), speaking about these things." It is by 
no means necessary to see in these words, as some have done, a 
reference to a definite canonical body of Pauline Epistles. St. 
Peter tells us that he was acquainted with several letters of St. 
Paul's, but does not say how many, nor whether they were earlier 
or later in date than the letter or letters referred to in lypmf,Ev vp,'iv. 
Nor, again, does he expressly say that these other letters were 
known to his readers, though this is probably implied in the 
following words of caution. In all these letters St. Paul speaks 
about "these things," the coming of our Lord to judge, and the 
need of being found spotless and blameless in peace. The doc­
trine of the two great teachers is for all purposes of the present 
Epistle the same. 

There is nothing surprising in these words. Under the Empire 
epistolary communication was as easy as it is now, though the 
speed of conveyance was not quite so great. It is not only possible, 



CHAP. III. VER. I 6 301 

but probable, that St. Peter received every one of St. Paul's Epistles 
within a month or two of its publication. We cannot imagine that 
one apostle should have remained in ignorance of what other 
apostles were doing, and it is quite inconceivable that St. Peter 
should not have read Galatians and I Corinthians. See Intro­
duction, p. 241. 

ev ats. CK L P have ,v oT,. 
8uavoYJTll. In the Pauline Epistles there were passages which 

St. Peter regarded as hard to understand, difficult, obscure, capable 
of a right interpretation, but capable also of being wrested to a 
man's destruction. Alford reads ,v oT, (" in which matters"), and 
follows De W ette in thinking that the reference is specially to St. 
Paul's teaching about the Parousia, in particular to 2 Thess. ii. 
1 sqq. But what St. Paul says there as to the signs of the End, 
though 8v<TvoriTov, could not be so distorted as to endanger the 
reader's salvation. Clearly St. Peter has in view "utterances 
which could be so twisted that they might serve to justify moral 
laxity" (Spitta; so also von Soden, Kiihl, Weiss, Wiesinger). 
Such are Rom. iii. 20, 28, iv. 15, v. 20, vii. 7; 1 Cor. xv. 56; 
Gal. iii. 10, from which "the ignorant and unsteadfast" could (Rom. 
vi. 1), and in fact did, draw the false inference that morality is 
indifferent, and that the Christian is "free" from the Ten Com­
mandments. Hofmann, however, is very possibly right in think­
ing that among the 8v<TVorJTa are to be reckoned also those passages 
where St. Paul speaks of the spiritual .resurrection of baptism (Eph. 
ii. 5; Col. ii. 12, iii. 1), which Hymenaeus and Philetus (2 Tim. 
ii. 17) may have "twisted" into the sense that there is no other 
resurrection. St. Peter expresses himself with wisdom and modera­
tion. St. James is more directly polemical, and comes very near to 
making St. Paul responsible for the erroneous interpretation which 
some had fixed upon his view of Faith and Freedom. 

ot d.p.a8ELS Kal d.a-T~PLKTOL. For acrT~piKTOl cf. i. 12, ii. 14; 1 Pet. 
v. 10. "Ap.a0~, (not used elsewhere in the New Testament), bring­
ing out, as it does, the moral value of teaching, of trained habits 
of reflexion, of disciplined good sense, is highly characteristic of 
St. Peter. By teaching the Christian is established in the way of 
truth (ii. 2), and of justice (ii. 21), the straight way (ii. 15), the way 
which is substantially one and the same in the Old Testament and 
in the New. 

ws Kal Tns >..oL'll'ns ypa<!>as. "As they also wrest the other scrip­
tures." We might translate "the scriptures as well," or "the 
scriptures on the other hand"; cf. Hom. Od. i. 132, i!KTo0£v 
a,\,\wv JLVrJ<TT~pwv (see Mr. Merry's note), where Odysseus is dis­
tinguished from the others, the suitors ; Luke xxiii. 32, lnpoi 8vo 
KaKovpyoi : 1 Thess. iv. 13, where ot Aot7f'ot means not " other 
Christians," but "other people who are not Christians": Deut. 
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vm. 20, Ka0a Ka, -ra ,\,oi,ra Wv"f/: here again "the other nations" 
are contrasted with Israel (this is a common phrase). In this case 
the Pauline Epistles are not here included in, but distinguished 
from, "the other scriptures." Yet it is possible that St. Peter 
speaks of the writings of his brother apostle as "scripture" in 
the full sense of the word. Scripture is the voice of the Spirit 
of Christ speaking through man ( r Pet. i. r r ), that Spirit which 
St. Paul claims as his teacher (r Cor. ii. 12, 13), and by which 
his <ro<f,{a was given. There can be little doubt that the apostles 
were regarded, and regarded themselves, as v,ro llvev,uaro, ay{ov 
<f,ep6µEvoi. Writing inspired by the Holy Spirit was "holy writing," 
and was afterwards canonised, because it had from the first been 
so considered. The Pauline Epistles were read in church, and 
even in churches to which they were not addressed ( Col. iv. r 6 ; 
1 Thess. v. 27), just as scripture was. See Introduction, p. 240. 

St. Peter has already warned his readers (i. 20) that all pro­
phecy may be distorted by "private interpretations." Here he 
adds that the Epistles of St. Paul may be garbled in the same 
way. 

Spitta rejects both the explanations given above, the second, 
on the ground that Peter cannot possibly have placed the Pauline 
Epistles on a level with the Old Testament; the first, mainly 
because the perversion of the ,\,oi1ra, ypa<f,a{ is mentioned incident­
ally, and, as it were, by-the-way, after that of the Pauline Epistles, 
as if it were a matter of less consequence. Hence he concludes 
that these "other writings" were Epistles written by the companions 
of St. Paul. But this objection is not serious. St. Peter had 
already said that prophecy might be misinterpreted, and he would 
hardly have said this unless he meant that the Libertines did 
actually misinterpret it. Hence, in the present passage, it is 
quite sufficient for him to throw in a passing reminder. "These 
men gloze St. Paul, as I have told you that they gloze the scrip­
tures." Besides, the meaning of ypa<f,a{, used in this way without 
the name of an author, is so fixed that it cannot here mean any­
thing but scripture. 

The most important question arising out of the present passage 
is whether, if St. Paul's Epistles are here spoken of as ypa<f,~, this 
fact implies the existence of a settled Canon of the New Testament. 
If so, the date of 2 Peter might be held to fall somewhat late in the 
second century; and many commentators do so place it accordingly. 
The point must be taken in connexion with the other indications 
of date which are discussed in the Introduction. Here it is suffi­
cient to say that there is nothing in the language of 2 Peter which 
implies the existence of a fixed and definite corpus of Pauline 
Epistles,-we should infer, rather, that St. Paul was still alive, and 
writing,-and that the use of the later technical terms "canon " 
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and "canonical" only confuse matters. What we are to ask is 
not whether the Pauline Epistles are here treated as "canonical," 
but whether they are regarded as possessing those qualities which 
a later generation made the standard of canonicity; whether, in 
other words, they are treated as apostolical and inspired. If we 
put the question in this shape, there is no reason why St. Peter 
should not .have believed St. Paul's utterances to be the word 
of the Lord; and it is certain that St. Paul himself held them 
so to be. It does not necessarily follow that St. Peter placed 
his fellow - apostles on the same level with Moses and the old 
prophets; but he may very well have placed them even higher. 
St. Paul sets apostles before prophets (Eph. iv. 11) ; and, though 
he is speaking here primarily of Christian prophets, there is no 
essential difference between one prophet and another. And it 
follows from 1 Pet. i. 12 that the Christian evangelist was superior 
to the old prophets, as Christ Himself was greater than Moses. 

17. Op.e'ts oov. "Ye therefore, beloved, since ye know before­
hand, be on your guard; lest, being carried away with the error of 
the lawless, ye fall from your own steadfastness (or foundation)." 
IIpoyiv(l)CTKOVTES' is equivalent to ravra 7rpwrov yiv(l)CTKOVT£c;, i. 20, 

iii. 3; o.0lcrµwv is repeated from ii. 7, 7rA&v7J from ii. 18. For 
crvva7rax0lvT£s- cf. Gal. ii. 13. -:2.r7Jpiyµ6s- (antithesis to &.crr~piKroi) 
is not used elsewhere in the New Testament. Commentators 
generally render the word here by "steadfastness," but it more 
probably means "a strong foundation." Thus Longinus, de Subl. 
chap. 40, CTT7Jpiyµovs- T€ :xnv 7rpos- ctAA7JAa TO. &v6µara Kal Et€p€{crµara 
rwv XP6vwv, the words, in a passage of the Antiope of Euripides, 
do not rush on too fast, but have stays, or supports, or something 
that makes a pause in their connexion with one another. The 
sense of "a foundation" belongs, it is true, rather to crr~piyµa, but 
verbals in -µa and -µos- are confused in later Greek ; see KvAicrµa, 
2 Pet. ii. 22, and ap7rayµ6,, Phil. ii. 6. The foundation is defined 
as x&pis- Kai yvwcris-, which are at once the solid base on which 
the Christian is established, and the root in or from which he is 
to grow. 'I8tov is perhaps more than a mere possessive; you 
have your own foundation, which is not that of the Libertines, 
who, indeed, have none. 

18. aofavere. The active voice is here employed where classical 
usage would require the middle, as is frequently the case in later 
Greek. With the whole phrase cf. i. 2, x&pis- vµw ••• 7rA'YJ0vv0£{'f/ 
iv £7rtyv(l)crn. The construction is not certain. We may translate, 
" in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord" ; in this case rov 
Kvpfov belongs as objective genitive to yv(l)crEL alone; or, "in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord," our Lord being regarded as 
the giver of both gifts. If we take the first view, yvwcris- will be 
another name for the £7r{yvwcris-, cf. i. 2, S. If the second, yvwcric; 
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is to be explained as in i. 5, 6. The latter course is preferable, 
because the words appear to mean different things, br{yvwrn, 
meaning that personal acquaintance with the Saviour which is 
the beginning and end of the spiritual life, while yvwcn, is rather 
"understanding," "Christian instruction," and here forms an anti• 
thesis to &.µa0l,s. I'vwcn, is the articulation of ;_,,r[yvwcn,. 

mh<ii ~ 86~a. The doxology is addressed to Christ (see notes 
on I Pet. iv. II, v. n), as indeed is natural considering the high 
Christology of this Epistle. El, ~µ•pav alwvo,, "unto the day of 
eternity," is found only here in the New Testament; but see 
Sir. xviii. 9, 10, &.pi0µo, ~µ£pwv &.v0pcil7rOV 7rOAAa frYJ £KaT6v· w, 
crmywv v8aTo, a:1ro 0aAO.CTCT'f/!, KUl tft~cpo, aµµov, OVTW, oA{ya frT] lv 
~µ•pq. alwvo,, "the number of man's days at the most are a 
hundred years. As a drop of water from the sea, and as a pebble 
from the sand ; so are a few years in the day of eternity." In 
Sirach "day of eternity" clearly means "eternity," in which years 
are lost as a drop in the ocean. So here, also, d, ~µ•pav alwvo, 
is equivalent to £1, Tov, alwva, Twv alcilvwv. Mr. Chase, in his 
Lord's Prayer in the Early Church, does not comment on this 
remarkable phrase. But d, Tov, alwva, becomes so immediately 
the ruling phrase that this Petrine doxology cannot have been 
written after liturgical expressions had become in any degree stereo­
typed. Contrast the doxology of Jude, which offers a strong 
resemblance to later forms, and is followed by the "Amen," which 
is not genuine here. 



INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE OF 
ST. JUDE. 

§ I. TESTIMONIA VETERUM. 

Jerome. 
346-420. 
De uir. ill. iv., "Judas frater Jacobi paruam quae de septem 

catholicis est epistolam reliquit. Et quia de libro Enoch, qui 
apocryphus est, in ea assumit testimonia a plerisque reiicitur : 
tamen auctoritatem uetustate iam et usu meruit et inter sanctas 
computatur." 

Eusebius. 
260-340. 
H. E. ii. 23. 25, 'fo7tov 8£ 6n vo0£v£rnt µiv (he is speaking of 

the Epistle of James), ov ?ToAAol yovv TOW ?TaAatwV av1'1}, £f1,V'f/P.,6vwuav, 
W<; ov/le T~S AEyoµ,lv'I'), 'Iov8a, µ,ius KaL a.vnjs OVUTJS TWV E?TTa AEyoµ,lvwv 
Ka0oAtKwv, 6p.,w, 8' iup.,EV Kal ravTa<;; f1,ETa TWV AOL?TWV £V ?TAE{(J'Tat<; 
8£81)µ,ouiwµ,lva, £KKA1Ju[ai,. 

Here Eusebius gives it as his own opinion that Jude was v60o,, 
on the ground that few of the ancients mentioned it, that is to say, 
quoted it by name. But he admits that some of the ancients had 
doae so, and that it was regarded as genuine by very many Churches. 

H. E. iii. 25. 3. Here Eusebius ranks Jude in the number of 
rwv avrLAEyoµ,lvwv yvwp{µ,wv 8' oiv 6p.,w, To'i, 1roAAo'i,, and expressly 
distinguishes writings of this class from the v60a. 

H. E. vi. 13. 6, 14. 1. Clement quoted Jude and commented 
upon it in the Ifypotyposes. 

Didymus of Alexandria. 

Died, 394 or 399· 
Comments on Jude, and defends it against those who questioned 

the authority of the Epistle on the ground of the use therein made 
of apocryphal books. Migne, xxxix. 1811-1818; Zahn, Forschungen, 
iii. 97. 

20 
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Synod of Antioch. 

264, or perhaps the second synod held a few years later. 
Eus. H. E. vii. 30. 4. The bishops speak of Paul of Samosata 

as TOV Kal TOV ®eov TOV fovTOv &pvovphov, Kal T~V 1r{a-nv, ~v Kal avTO<; 
1rp6TEpov eTxe, p,~ cf,v11.ritavTO,, Some MSS. insert Kat Kvpwv before 
&pvovµhov: and if this reading could be guaranteed (it is rejected 
by Heinichen), we might find here a reference to Jude 4 where 
K L P have TOV p,6vov 0E(T7rbT'YJV ®eov Kal Kvpwv ~p,wv 'I-ria-ovv Xpia-TOV 
&pvotp,evoi. But this reading again is doubtful. 

Origen. 

InMatth. tom. xvii. 30 (Lomm. iv. 149), after the words e1 OE Kal 
T~V 'Iovoa 1rp6a-oiT6 Tl<; £7rl(TTOA~v, proceeds to quote Jude 6. 

Ibid. X, 17 (Lomm. iii. 46), KQl 'Iovoas lypmfrev €7Tl(TTOA~v, &11.iy6-
a-nxov p,lv, '11'E7rArJpWP,€V'YJV OE TWV T~<; ol,pav{ov xriplTO<; lppwp,lvwv 
11.6ywv, da-TL<; lv T<[' 1rpooip,{ie Elp'YJKEV' 'lovOa<; 'IrJa-Ov Xpia-TOV OovA.o<;, 
6-0eAcf,os OE 'IaKw/3ov. 

Again in Matth. tom. xv. 27 (Lomm. iii. 386); in Joan. tom. 
xiii. 37 (Lomm. ii. 70), he quotes Jude 6 without naming the Epistle. 

In the Latin version of Origen, Jude 6 is quoted in ad Rom. iii. 6 
(Lomm. vi. 192), v. 1 (Lomm. vi. 338, "quod apostolus Iudas in sua 
epistola dicit ") ; z'n Ezech. Hom. iv. I (Lomm. xiv. 58), and Jude 8 
and 9 in Epist. ad Alex. (Lomm. xvii. 7, 8); de pn·nc. iii. 2. 1 

(Lomm. xxi. 303, "de quo in adscensione Mosis, cuius libelli 
meminit in epistola sua apostolus Judas "). 

Origen treats Jude much as he treats 2 Peter. He acknow­
ledges that there were doubts, but does not appear to have felt 
them himself. He was attracted to the Epistle by that very 
feature which repelled others, its angelology. The title apostle is 
given to Jude only in the Latin version of Origen. 

Clement of Alexandria. 

Commented on Jude in his Hypotyposes. The substance of his 
commentary is still extant in the Latin Adumbrationes, which may 
be found in the edition of Dindorf or in Zahn's Forschungen. Dr. 
Westcott with justice regards the latter part of this Adumbration, 
from immaculatos autem, as an interpolation due to Cassiodorus, and 
in the former part the words "sic etiam peccato Adae subiacemus 
secundum peccati similitudinem" can hardly be genuine, but the 
rest is not open to suspicion. 

In Paed. iii. 8. 44, Clement quotes Jude 5, 6 by name: in the 
next section, 45, Jude II is quoted, not by name. 

In Strom. iii. 2. II he quotes by name Jude 8-16, giving, as he 
often does, the first and last words of the section. 
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Tertullian, 

De cultu fem. i. 3, "Enoch apud J udam apostolum testimonium 
possidet." "His words seem to imply that the Epistle was known 
to his readers, and therefore current in a Latin translation." "It 
should be added that it has no place among the books contained 
in the Latin antiqua translatio referred to by Cassiodorus, de inst. 
diu. litt. xiv." (Dr. Chase, article on Jude in Hastings' Dictionary 
of the Bible). The Epistle is omitted in the Canon Mommsenianus, 
an African catalogue of about 350 A.D.; see Intrbduction to 
1 Peter above, p. 14, but is included in the list of canonical 
Scriptures set forth by the third Council of Carthage in 397 ; see 
Westcott, Canon, p. 542. 

The Muraton·anum. 

Accepts Jude, but mentions it in a manner which implies that 
it was doubted by some; see Introduction to 1 Peter above, p. 14. 

Theophilus of Antioch. 
Died, 183-185. 
ii. 1 5 ad Jin., oi 8' at fJ,€Ta/3a{vorr£s Kat cf,wyovTE<; T61rov l:K T61rov, 

oi Kat 1rA.aV7J'T€', KaAovµwoi, Kat avro, 'TV'lrO', Tvyxavovcnv 'TWV acptuTaµlvwv 
av0pchwv a1r6 Tov ®wv. Only in Jude (not in Enoch) are the 
planets a type of fallen man. · 

Athenagoras. 
About 177 A.D. 
Suppl. xxiv. (Otto, pp. 129, 130). The good angels lµnvav ;cp' 

oi,; aV'TOVS f.'1ro{71u£V Kat 8ilrn[£v & ®€oS, but others 'TWV 7r€pt 'T<J 1rpw7ov 
crnpiwµa (these are the planets whose place is the first heaven 
below the a1r:A.av~s crcf,a'ipa) fell through lust. They are the angels 
~v 86[ai ov p,tKpa{, xxv. (Otto, p. 136). Here there is a clear refer­
ence to Jude. 

Polycarp. 

Phil. address. ¥E:A.ws i!µ'iv Ka, dp~v711r:A.710vv0£{71, cf. Jude 2. 

Phil. iii. 2, oiKo8op,Etcr0ai Eis T~v 8o0£'icrav i!µ'iv ,r{crnv, cf. Jude 
3, 20; only here do we find the figure of building on or into the 
faith. 

Plzil. x., "mansuetudinem Domini alterutri praestolantes." The 
Greek text may have been T6 e:A.ws Tov Kvpfov a:A.:A.~:A.ois 1rpou8£x6µ£voi, 
thus we should get the right word for praestolantes, cf. Jude 2 1 ; see, 
however, the notes of Lightfoot and Zahn. 

Phil. xi. 4, "sed sicut passibilia membra et errantia eos reuocate, 
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ut omnium uestrum corpus saluetis. Hoe enim agentes uos ipsos 
aedificatis." The same two thoughts are found in juxtaposition m 
Jude 20, 23. 

Martyrium Polycarpi. 

xxi., in doxology, ll6ta, nµ~, 1uya>..w,rvv71, cf. Jude 25. 

Second Epistle of Clement. 

xvi. 2, µETaAYJ1fDJJ,E0a Tov l>..fovs '!71,rov, cf. Jude 2 r. 

Hermas. 

Sim. v. 7. 2, µwfvnv T~v <rapKa, cf. Jude 8. 

Clement of Rome. 

xx. I 2' ~ 'Y/ o6ta Ka2 'Y/ µEyaAW<TVVYJ, 
lxv. 2, llota, nµ~, KpaTo<;, µeyaAW<TVVYJ. 
Both these phrases occur in doxologies and may be liturgical. 

Sir. xviii. 5 has Kpd.TO<; µEyaAW<TVVYJS am-ov T{<; etap10µ~<THai, but it 
is still possible that the form is suggested by Jude 25, 

Barnabas. 

ii. ro, aKpt/3€V€<T0ai o{;v orf,d>..oµEv, a0€Arpo{, 7r€p2 T~S <TWTYJptas 'Y]µwv, 
iva µ~ 0 1rov71pos 1rap€{<TOV<TLV 1T'Ad.VfJS 7r0L~O'US EV 'Y]fltV £K<T<p€VOOV~<T'[J 
·qµas a,ro 'T~S ,w~s 'Y]µwv, cf. Jude 3, 4. ITapdtrllva·ic; does not occur 
in the Greek Bible; 1rapn<rovvw is found only in Jude. It is just 
possible that Barnabas was thinking of Jude. 

There can be little doubt that Athenagoras knew Jude, and the 
references to Polycarp will bear some weight. Above that time it 
must be allowed that the evidence is scanty and shadowy. There 
is less to produce than in the case of 2 Peter, but Jude is less 
interesting and much shorter. The testimony of Athenagoras is 
sufficient to carry back the date of Jude as high as the early years 
of the second century; if we accept the witness of Polycarp we 
must proceed still further, and there is nothing to prevent us from 
ascribing the Epistle even to the first century. 

The most serious points in the case against Jude are the omis­
sion of the Epistle by the editors of the Peshito, and the fact that 
its authenticity was doubted in the time of Origen. It is possible 
that the omission and the doubt are connected, and that both may 
be accounted for by the same reason, namely, the use made in the 
Epistle of apocryphal writings. Certainly this was one reason for 
its rejection, as we learn from Jerome and Didymus, and it may 
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very well have been the only one. We may consider this point in 
some little detail. 

It has been maintained by Hofmann, Weisse, Volkmar, and 
others that Enoch did not exist, at any rate in its complete form, 
before the beginning of the second century A.D., and this contention 
has formed one of the main grounds for ascribing a still later date to 
the Epistle .of Jude. Mr. Charles, however, in his admirable edition, 
explains and justifies the conclusion that of the six elements which may 
be distinguished in Enoch, not one is-later than the Christian era. 

Enoch was used by the author of the Assumpti~n of Moses, 
writing about the time of the Christian era, in the Book of Jubilees 
(before 70 A.n.), in the Apocalypse if Baruch (not long after 70 A.D.), 
in 4 Ezra (between 81 and 96 A.D.), and in the Testaments of the 
Twelve Patriarchs. It was known also to many of the writers of 
the New Testament. Mr. Charles gives a list of passages which 
attest this fact. They abound in the Apocalypse, but they are to be 
discovered also in the Pauline Epistles, 1 and 2 Peter, Hebrews, 
Acts, and even the Gospels. 

Barnabas cites Enoch three times, twice as scripture; and the 
book was used also by Justin Martyr, Athenagoras, Tertullian, and 
Clement. Irenaeus also knew Enoch, but it is to be noticed that 
on the crucial point he refuses to follow its teaching. The reason 
why the angels sinned, he tells us, must be left to God (ii. 28. 7). 
They sinned before they fell to earth (iv. 16. 2); hence lust was the 
consequence and punishment, not the cause of their fall. Origen 
doubted the inspiration of the book, but does not absolutely reject 
it; he was attracted towards it by its promise of mysteries, but 
he believed that the angels fell through pride. Somewhat later 
Anatolius of Laodicea (bishop in 269; Eus. H. E. vii. 32. 19) refers 
to Enoch for an astronomical point. From this time the book fell 
into disrepute. Chrysostom treated the account therein given of 
the fall of the angels as blasphemy (Hom. in Gen. vi. 1 ). Jerome 
called Enoch apocryphal. Augustine pronounced strongly against it 
on the ground of its angelology (de cz·u. dez; xv. 23. 4), and Photius 
blames Clement of Alexandria in very severe terms for adopting its 
account of the angelic sin (Cod. cix.). 

In short, at the time when Barnabas wrote, Enoch was held 
to be an inspired book; it retained this reputation more or less 
throughout the second century, and from that date onwards was 
more or less emphatically condemned. And the ground of con­
demnation was its attribution of carnal lust to heavenly beings. 

More than one inference may be drawn from these facts. It is 
certain that the authors of 2 Peter and of Jude would hold much 
the same opinion of Enoch; both would regard the book with high 
respect. Hence it is impossible to fix the relative dates of the two 
Epistles by that Apokryphenscheu, or comparative reserve in the use 
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of Apocrypha, which some German scholars detect in 2 Peter. 
Indeed, if it could be admitted that the later of the two was likely 
to be more discreet in his use of Enoclz, the fact would tell in 
favour of the priority of 2 Peter, who may be thought to adopt the 
objectionable interpretation of Gen. vi., while Jude rather avoids it 
(see notes on the respective passages). 

Again, the offence of Jude was not so much that he made use of 
Enoch, as that he actually quoted the book by name. Some, like 
Tertullian, would regard this fact as canonising Enoch ; others, 
again, would regard it as condemning Jude. There must have been 
many men of authority even in the second century who took the 
latter view. For the Enochian account of the fall of the angels was 
not only repulsive to devout minds, but lent itself with great facility 
to more than one of the Gnostic systems. 

Here we may find a very probable reason for the rejection of 
Jude by the editors of the Peshito. It is precisely in Syria, where 
the extravagances of Jewish angelology were most familiar, that we 
should expect to find the strongest reaction against them. (On the 
subject of Enoch see especially Mr. Charles' edition, and Schi.irer, 
History of the Jewish People in the Time of Christ, Eng. trans., 
references in Index). 

J ude's use of the Assumption of ll[oses also gave great offence, 
as we see from Didymus, not because of the source of what he says 
about the archangel, but because of its nature. , 

Finally, it may be said that the use of Jewish apocalypses forms 
a bond of relationship between r and 2 Peter and Jude. All three 
employ them in much the same way, a way that is different from 
that in which they are employed in other books of the New Testa­
ment, in order to give concrete details of our Lord's ministrations in 
the world of spirits, or of the history of the angels. If we compare 
their utterances with what we know from other sources of Jewish 
speculations on topics of this nature, we shall see that all three 
exercise great reserve. Jude goes slightly further than the other 
two, but there is no considerable difference. This feature may be 
taken as an indication that all three documents belong to nearly 
the same date, that the authors of all three were Jews who still bore 
legible traits of their Jewish education, yet at the same time ex­
hibited that delicacy of spiritual perception which distinguishes the 
Church from the sectarians. 

§ 2. VOCABULARY AND STYLE. 

The words peculiar to Jude are &.1ro8wp{(nv, &1rrat<rro,1, yoyyv<r­
T~,1, fkiyµa, Jt£Alyxnv ( v.!. in ver. I 5) 1, i1raywv{(£<r0ai, i1racppi(nv, 
fJ,EJJ,lflfJ,Olpo,, 1rap€t<r8v£LV, 1rA.aV~'Y}•, <T7rtA.<l,, cp0tvo1rwptv6,, <pV<TlKW',. 
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The words marked (1) are found in one or other of the Greek 
versions of the Old Testament. "A1rTaurTos occurs only once in 
the LXX., 3 Mace. vi. 39. l'oyyvU'n)s, in Sym. Prov. xxvi. 22; 
Isa. xxix. 24; Theod. Prov. xxvi. 20, but not in the LXX., though 
yoyyv{civ, yoyyvuµ,os, royyvuis are there found. ID .. av~n7s is found 
Hos. ix. 17 in the sense of "wanderers," but is not used in the 
Greek Bible of." wandering stars." 

The use of the Old Testament in Jude is very similar to that in 
2 Peter. Biblical words are used, and the facts of the ancient 
history are known, but there is no direct quotation. Dr. Chase 
goes too far when he says that the writer i-=; steeped in the language 
of. the LXX. Of the phrases which he cites, lµ,1ra{KT'YJS is borrowed 
from 2 Peter, 0avµ,a(ELv 1rpouw1ra and AaA(tV {;7rJpoyKa are probably 
taken from the Assumption of Moses, and lvv1rvi&.{cu0ai is used 
without the accusative lvv1rviov. 

Many of Jude's phrases have a poetic ring about them, l1racpp{­
(eiv, <T7TLAas, cp0ivor.wpiv6s, Kvµ,am aypia, 7rp0K£La-0ai 'Sct'yµ,a, UK'Y}V 
wlxnv. In this also he bears resemblance to 2 Peter. 

He is, however, more correct. Thus he has a-1rov'8~v 1Toict'a-0ai, 
ver. 3, for the vulgar a-1Tov'8~v 1rapnucplpciv, 2 Pet. i. 5. The intro­
ductory vers. 3, 4 are well written; this is true also of vers. 11 
and 13, and of the concluding passage vers. 20-25, which is finely 
expressed. He corrects and simplifies 2 Peter in vers. 10 and 17, 
drops his awkward Hebraisms in vers. 10 and 18, and does not 
needlessly repeat words ; the only striking instances of repetition 
are those of KaTa Tct.s lm0vµ,{as avTwv 1Toprnoµ,cvoi, vers. 16, 18, and 
of auc{3~s, vers. 15, 18. Ver. II is sufficient to show how greatly 
superior he is to 2 Peter in command of language. 

The lppwµ,lvoi Myoi which Origen admired are to be looked for 
mainly in the denunciatory passage, where the style is affected by 
the model of 2 Peter. But Jude's own writing is strong, dignified, 
and sonorous. 

The style and tone of the Epistle set before us a stern and 
unbending nature. There is no pathos in Jude, and he inclines 
always to a harsh view. See Introduction to 2 Peter, p. 221 sq. 
There is severity approaching to rigour in vers. 3, 22, 23. In this 
point 2 Peter bears a close resemblance to I Peter, but is very 
different from Jude. 

Lastly, attention must again be drawn to the use of Pauline 
phraseology. In J ude's vocabulary ayios means "a Christian," and, 
whether accidentally or not, the word does not carry this significance 
in either I or 2 Peter. K,\'YJT6s belongs to the same family, and the 
phrase used in ver. 19, tftvxiKo{, 1TVcvµ,a µ,~ lxovTcs, is strongly Pauline. 
Peter could hardly have used 1rvcvµ,a lxciv in this sense, of men who 
are guided by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and tftvxiKos, carnal, 
is wholly incompatible with the Petrine use of tftvx~- Jude does not 
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employ the other crucial words 8£Kaws or 3iKalO<TV11'YJ, and we are 
therefore unable to say what signification he attached to them. 
But if 31, &:,ro0a11611Ta, ver. 12, means "dead first in trespasses and sins, 
and afterwards in apostasy," we have here another Pauline thought. 

We must suppose either that a Petrine Epistle was recast by a 
friend of St. Paul's, or that a Pauline Epistle was adapted by a 
disciple of St. Peter's. The former seems much the easier of the 
two alternatives. 

§ 3. INDICATIONS OF DATE IN JUDE. 

Till recently it was held by many scholars that the Book 'of 
Enoch did not exist before the time of Barcochba. This opinion 
has now been generally abandoned, and with it disappears one 
strong argument for the late date of the Epistle. 

Pfleiderer and others maintained that the false teachers de­
nounced in Jude were the Carpocratians. If this were true, we 
should be obliged to place the Epistle somewhere about the middle 
of the second century. But it is not really a tenable view. 

As to the date of Carpocratianism we only know that the sect 
was in existence before the time of Hegesippus (Eus. H. E. iv. 22. 5) 
and of Irenaeus (i. 25, ii. 31-34). Carpocrates is said to have in­
sisted on the unity of God, but to have taught that the world was 
made by evil angels. According to this statement of Irenaeus he 
was therefore a dualist, like all the Gnostics. It is possible, how­
ever, that Irenaeus did not rightly apprehend the precise form of 
his teaching on this point. At any rate the doctrine of his son, 
Epiphanes, was quite different. Epiphanes based his moral system 
on the state of nature, which is divine, yet neither chaste nor 
honest. "God," he said, "made the vines in common for all men; 
they reject neither the sparrow nor the thief." The same rule 
applies to difference of sex. In all things the divine justice is 
1wi11w11la ftET

0 
i<T6T'YJTO'>, Human law violates this natural equality of 

right, makes the thief, and makes the adulterer. Nature is divine, 
but law is devilish. In the fragments from the work of Epiphanes 
on Justice, preserved by Clement of Alexandria (Strom. iii. 2), we 
are not told expressly who was supposed to be the author of law, 
but it was probably the adversary, the Devil. Our Lord taught us 
that we are to "free ourselves from the adversary" (Luke xii. 58). 
This is to be done by breaking all his rules, and completing the 
cycle of experience which he forbids. Those who have not attained 
in this way to perfect emancipation must return again to life in 
other bodies till they have found freedom (Iren. i. 25. 4). 

It is not difficult to reconcile Epiphanes and Carpocrates, and it 
may probably be true that the Carpocrati:111 dualism opposed not 
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God and Nature, but Nature and Law. But Irenaeus tells us that 
according to Carpocrates the world itself was created by evil beings ; 
and, though this may be a misconception, it is the view current 
among the Christian writers against Gnosticism, and would be that 
of Jude himself, if he lived at the time when this heresy was at 
work. 

Some of the Gnostics did not desire to separate wholly from the 
Church, but this can hardly have been the case with the Carpo­
cratians. 

Whatever view we take of this extravagant sect, it i~ impossible 
• to suppose that Jude had actually seen or heard of them. Carpo­
cratianism was built on Stoicism ((~v KaTa cpvaw) and on the 
Republic of Plato, but Jude says not one word about philosophy. 
The sect practised magic to show that they were masters over the 
evil spirits, believed in the transmigration of souls, possessed 
pictures or statues of Christ and the philosophers, which they 
crowned, or, in other words, worshipped, with equal honour. Some 
of them marked themselves with a brand on the right ear. They 
have nothing whatever in common with the men denounced by 
Jude except Antinomianism, and to find this error at work we 
have no need to look beyond the apostolic times. 

J iilicher, however, is still unwilling to admit this. The oppo­
nents denounced by Jude, he says (Einleitung, i. 180), "are not 
simply vicious and characterless Christians, who had perhaps fallen 
away in the persecution (Jude 4, 16), or even Jewish revolutionaries, 
but Antinomian Gnostics." They are Gnostics because they call the 
catholics "psychic" (ver. 19), regard the God of the Old Testament 
and His angels either as evil or as far inferior to the true God 
(vers. 8, 10 ), treat the violation of the Decalogue as a duty, and e:ven 
practise unnatural vices (vers. 8, 23). Hence we must regard them 
as Carpocratians, or as Archontics, or as "a school of Gnostics 
which afterwards disappeared." 

Every word of this reasoning is disputable in the highest degree. 
But there is a sense in which we may accept the last of Jiilicher's 
alternative conclusions. These people may be called Gnostics, at 
the cost of a slight anachronism, in so far as they set reason ( or the 
inner light) against Scripture, and "they afterwards disappeared" in 
this sense, that these early Antinomian movements, which had in 
themselves no principle except a gross misconception of Pauline 
freedom, were finally lost in the developed Gnosticism of the second 
century. 

J i.ilicher maintains, further, that the author of Jude is shown to be 
a man of late date by his stiff orthodoxy (vers. 3, 20 ), by his allusion to 
the time of the apostles as quite past (ver. 17 ), by his quotation of a 
Christian saying as written long ago (ver. 4), by his use of apocrypha, 
which is not in the apostolic manner. The general conclusion at 
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which he arrives is that Jude must have been written before 180 

(on the ground of the external attestation), that we cannot fix the 
exact date between 100 and 180, but that it must have been rather 
early than late between these two limits, because the author evi­
dently regards this outbreak of Gnostic godlessness as a new thing. 

Here again every point is highly disputable. Jude's use of 
apocrypha is certainly not later than that of Barnabas, and one of 
the reasons for which Harnack and others place 2 Peter after Jude 
is that the latter employs apocrypha more courageously, that is to 
say, more in the primitive manner, than the former. Again, ver. 17 
need not be understood to imply that the apostolic age was quite 
past. Jude tells us that he himself was not an apostle; and this 
counts in his favour, for Tertullian gives him the title, and a second 
century forger would probably have done the same. The writer of 
this Epistle knew that the brother of James was not one of the 
Twelve. For the rest he bids his disciples "remember the words 
spoken before by the apostles" (ver. 17). In 2 Peter the apostles 
appear as still active. From the words of Jude we may infer one 
of two things, either that they ( or some of them) were dead, or that 
they were dispersed in such a way that their voice could not at the 
time be heard by those to whom the Epistle was directed. The 
latter supposition, as Dr. Chase thinks, will quite satisfy the require­
ments of the expression. Indeed it is hard to believe that a writer, 
who claimed to be the brother of James, yet was clever enough not 
to pretend to be an apostle, would betray himself by any very gross 
anachronism. Again, there is no reason for thinking that the words 
oI ,ra.\ai ,rpoye·ypap,µ.lvoi, in ver. 4, refer to a Christian document ; if 
there were, there would be strong grounds for holding, with Spitta 
and Zahn, that 2 Peter is the document in question. This Jiilicher 
would not allow, and his Christian document is a mere fiction of 
the imagination. As to J ude's orthodoxy, the same objective con­
ception of" the faith" is found elsewhere in the New Testament, 
even in the Pauline Epistles (Gal. i. 23, vi. 10; Rom. x. 8); and, 
though J ude's language is stern, his belief in the exclusiveness of 
the Christian creed is readily illustrated (Acts iv. r 2 ; John iii. 18; 

Matt. iii. 12; Apoc. xxi. 8; Rom. x. 9; 1 Cor. xvi. 22; Eph. ii. 3; 
Heb. x. 29). 

Dr. Zahn (Einleitung, ii. 83) infers from ver. 5 that Jerusalem 
had been destroyed at the time when Jude wrote; but this meaning 
can hardly be extracted from the passage. There is no allusion to 
persecution; at the time when the Epistle was written it is probable 
that none had occurred. Very little can be gathered as to the 
organisation of the Church. The writer clearly regards himself as 
responsible for the oversight of a group of communities; and as in 
2 Peter, the 86[ai are probably the presbyters who have Kvpi6TrJ',: 
the same officials seem to be alluded• to in the phrase ,roip.a{vwre; 
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eavro1k This is the same state of things that we find in the Petrine 
Epistles, and it may be said with great confidence that, if Jude had 
been writing in the midst of the Gnostic controversy, he would 
certainly have said more about the position of the clergy. The 
adversaries whom he denounces are the same who appear in 
2 Peter, and enough has been said about them in the Introduction 
to that Epistle. 

Some help towards fixing the date would be gained, if we could 
settle the precise relationship of Jude to our Lord. Clement of 
Alexandria, following the very ancient tradition embodied in the 
Protevangelium of James, regarded him as the son of Joseph by a 
previous marriage (Adumb. in Ep. Judae ad initium). If we accept 
this view Jude was older than Christ, though possibly not by many 
years, as he is named last or last but one of the brethren. And 
this view is commended not only by the peculiar form of J ude's 
address,-he seems to shrink from calling himself the Lord's brother, 
-but by the fact that the brethren on more than one occasion 
appear to have claimed a certain right to interfere with our Lord's 
freedom of action (Matt. xii. 46 ; John vii. 3 ; indeed all the 
passages where the Lord's brethren are mentioned in the Gospels 
are most readily understood in the same way). But if this is so, 
and if Jude was born some six or seven years at least before the 
Christian era, we could not safely date the Epistle after 65 A.D. or 
thereabouts. Those who, while accepting the Epistle as authentic, 
would yet place it about So or 90 A:D., must face this as well as 
other difficulties. 

Dismissing the theory that the Epistle is the work of a forger, 
we find the posterior limit of time in the probable duration of 
J ude's active powers. The anterior limit is given by 2 Peter. But 
there still remains a question as to the interval of time that may be 
supposed to have elapsed between the two Epistles. 

It is not at all likely that this interval was considerable. In the 
first place, the circumstances which called forth the two Epistles 
are in all substantial features identical. But Antinomianism, or 
anarchism, is perpetually changing its shape. Even in its em­
bryonic stage it is never the same for two moments together. We 
need only turn to the life of Luther, and read again the well-known 
history of his dealings with Carlstadt and Miinzer for an illustration. 
Before very long this void and formless anarchy takes shape, 
enunciates definite propositions, forms a school or conventicle. 
But neither St. Peter nor St. Jude mentions any distinct persons, or 
facts, or doctrines. They do not give so many details about the 
errors which they denounce as Colossians, or the Pastoral Epistles, 
or the Apocalypse. It is quite certain that they would have done 
so, if it had been in their power. If they are vague, it is for the 
obvious reason that they are obliged to be vague. They deal with 
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this new heresy just as I Peter deals with persecution. There is 
as yet nothing very definite to lay hold of; the peril is inchoate, 
and their warning is like an alarm in the night; it is only known 
that there is an enemy. In five or ten years' time this state of 
things must have undergone a material change. Again, it is 
exceedingly difficult to believe that these moral disorders endured 
after the outbreak of the Neronian persecution : 

"Hi motus animorum atque haec certamina tanta 
Sanguinis exigui iactu compressa quiescunt." 

Nor, again, is it easy to understand how St. Jude came to make so 
free and yet unacknowledged a use of 2 Peter after a lapse of time. 
Can we think that the previous Epistle had been forgotten, that by 
some miracle precisely the same state of things had recurred, that 
Jude happened to possess a copy of 2 Peter, and adapted it to his 
purpose without saying what he had done? This is not a plausible 
hypothesis. 

The same difficulty recurs whichever Epistle we put first, and 
it is greatly aggravated if we regard both as forgeries. Between 
such forgeries we could hardly allow a smaller interval than thirty 
years. But if we are to date Jude about 125-130 and 2 Peter 
about 155-160, how did the latter succeed in imposing upon the 
learned Clement? 

By far the easiest and most probable explanation of the facts 
is that which has already been propounded, that the errors denounced 
in both Epistles took their origin from Corinth, that the disorder 
was spreading, that St. Peter took alarm and wrote his Second 
Epistle, sending a copy to St. Jude with a warning of the urgency 
of the danger, and that St. Jude at once issued a similar letter 
to the Churches in which he was personally interested. In fact, 
both Epistles may be samples of a circular that was addressed to 
many groups of Churches at the same time. In this way we get 
a perfectly natural explanation of Jude 3, a most significant verse. 
The writer had evidently received a sudden alarm, which had 
obliged him to write one thing when he was purposing to write 
quite another. The avayK'rJ arose from the arrival of 2 Peter. 

Thus also we find an intelligible explanation of the resemblance 
and of the difference between the two Epistles. In the second 
century a number of bishops sent round a circular against Mon­
tanism (Eus. H. E. v. 19), signed with their names. So the 
apostles in the early years of the Church sent round a circular 
in the matter of the circumcision dispute. Why should not the 
Corinthian disorders have called forth a similar manifesto? There 
may have been an apostolic meeting on the subject, or, if for any 
reason a meeting was not possible, a model epistle might be cir­
culated, "·hich each apostle or apostolic man would be at liberty 
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to modify, within reasonable limits, according to his personal 
inclination. This is certainly what would be done now, and 
common sense would dictate a very similar course at all times. 

Thus we may conclude that Jude is practically contempor­
aneous with 2 Peter. Nor can the difference of tense between 
the 1raprnrlliv<Tav of the one and the l<Tovrni if,rw8o3i8a<TKaA.oi of 
the other be taken as a serious objection to this view. It is the 
nature of Jude to put things more forcibly. But the two Epistles 
were addressed to different Churches, and the danger which was 
imminent in one place may have been present in anothei:, 

§ 4. AUTHORSHIP OF THE EPISTLE. WHERE, AND TO 
WHOM WAS IT WRITTEN? 

In the Address the author styles himself "Jude, the slave of 
Jesus Christ, but brother of James." "Slave of Jesus Christ" 
means "faithful Christian," or "labourer in the Lord's vineyard " 
(see note); the second qualification marks him out as brother of 
that James who appears in Acts xv. xxi. as president of the Church 
at Jerusalem, who is called " the Lord's brother " by St. Paul, Gal. 
i. 19, and is commonly regarded as the author of the Epistle of 
James. 

We may identify him with that Jude or Judas of whom we read 
in the Gospels as one of the Lord's Brethren. The list, as given 
by Matt. xiii. 55, is James, and Joseph (v.l. Joses), and Simon, 
and Judas; as given by Mark vi. 3, James, and J oses, and Judas, 
and Simon. Both evangelists tell us that there were also sisters, 
and place Judas last, or last but one; and as the order which they 
follow is not an order of honour, for Joseph or J oses is unknown, 
we may probably infer that Jude was third or fourth of the sons in 
respect of age. What was the position of the daughters in the 
family sequence we cannot ascertain. 

Jude is first expressly called "brother of the Lord" by Hege­
sippus, and it is probable that neither he nor James used this title 
themselves. But it was freely given to them by the Church, as we 
see from I Cor. ix. 5. From this passage we gather also two 
important facts, that the brethren were well known in Corinth, a 
Gentile city, and that more than one of them were married. 
Hegesippus tells us that two grandsons of Jude were brought 
before Domitian, the authorities having taken alarm at their claim 

· of descent from David, and of relationship to Christ; but that 
when they had showed their horny hands, described the little 
farm which they held in common, and explained that the kingdom 
which they looked for was not of this world, they were scornfully 
dismissed (Eus. H. E. iii. 20 ). Hegesippus further related that 



3 I 8 INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE OF ST. JUDE 

both these descendants of Jude lived on into the reign of Trajan, 
and seems clearly to imply that they were old men when they died 
(Eus. H. E. iii. 32. 5). Beyond this we have no knowledge of Jude, 
except what we can gather from the Epistle itsel£ 

It is perhaps possible to draw an important inference from this 
narrative. If these grandsons of Jude were middle-aged men in 
the time of Domitian, and old men in the time of Trajan, when 
was Jude himself born? Suppose that the grandson died in 
105 A.D., about the middle of Trajan's reign, at the age of 70. He 
would have been born in 35 A.D. ; his father could hardly have 
been born after 13 A.D., or his grandfather after 9 B.c. On the other 
hand, if we suppose Jude to have been one of the younger children 
of Joseph and Mary, he can hardly have been born before r A.D.; 

his son hardly before 24 A.D., or his grandson before 47 A.D. In 
this case the elder grandson would only have been 70 in the year 
of Trajan's death, and there would have been nothing surprising, 
if he or his younger brother had lived on well into the reign of 
Hadrian. If, then, we may regard the narrative of Hegesippus as 
based on fact, the natural conclusion seems to be that Jude was older 
than our Lord,-in other words, that he was the son of Joseph by 
an earlier marriage. Further, Hegesippus clearly believed that 
Jude himself was no longer alive in the reign of Domitian, who 
assumed the purple in Sr A.D. When Jude died we do not know, 
but, if he was born nine or ten years before the Christian era, we 
can hardly suppose that he retained the full enjoyment of his 
faculties much after 65 A.D. For further information on the com­
plicated problems involved in the term "Brethren of the Lord," 
the reader must be referred to Bishop Lightfoot's well - known 
Excursus, or to the article in Hastings' Dictionary ef the Bible. 

It is probable, as has been already said, that Jude did not call 
himself" Brother of the Lord." But, then, why does he call himself 
"Brother of James"? James was the special patron of the Jewish 
Christians. Now, the Epistle of Jude is not Jewish in any special 
sense, either in language or in thought, nor is there any reason for 
imagining that the Churches to which it was addressed were com­
posed, to any marked extent, of Jewish converts. The writer, 
therefore, can hardly have intended to conciliate his readers by 
putting himself, as it were, under the wing of his great brother. 
Those to whom the letter was sent must have known perfectly well 
who he was, and what was his authority. The true explanation 
is probably that suggested long ago by Clement of Alexandria. 
Though Jude was not in the habit of calling himself " Brother 
of the Lord," he knew that others were, and he deprecates this 
usage. "I am Jude," he says, in effect, "whom you call brother 
of Christ. Call me slave of Christ, but brother of James." 
"Brother of the Lord" was not an official designation, and, if 
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used by Jude himself, might seem to imply a claim to an authority 
above that of an apostle. There is no affectation of humility in 
its avoidance. 

Most of the commentators, whether they regard the Epistle as 
genuine or not, would accept the foregoing explanation of the 
Address. There have, however, been other opinions. 

Keil and others thought that the writer might be Jude the 
Apostle. 'Iov8as 'laKw/3ov, Luke vi. 16; Acts i. 13, may possibly 
mean "Judas the brother of James" (Blass, p. 95); and it is 
conceivable that if "James, the son of Alphaeus," was the same 
person as "James, the Lord's brother," his younger and less 
distinguished brother might be known as "James' Jude." But this 
identification is extremely doubtful ; and if in St. Luke's list of the 
apostles we must translate '!aKw/3ov 'A>-..<t,a{ov, "James, son of 
Alphaeus," it is almost or quite certain that 'Iov8as 'laKw/3ov must 
mean "Jude, son of James." Further, it cannot be shown that 
any of the Lord's brethren, even James, was reckoned among the 
Twelve. Again, the author of our Epistle does not call himself an 
apostle in the Address, and appears clearly to imply in ver. 17 that 
he was not one. Tertullian, indeed, calls him so (see above, p. 307), 
and he is so called also in the Latin translation of Origen's works, 
but not in Origen's Greek text, and not by Clement. 

Grotius conjectured that 2 Peter was written by Symeon the 
second, and Jude by that Judas who, according to Eusebius, was 
fifteenth and last of the Jewish line of bishops of Jerusalem. 
Before anyone can adopt this view he must persuade himself 
either that the words a8€>-..cpos 8~ 'laKw/3ov are an interpolation, or 
that they form a standing title borne by all the successors of James 
in his episcopal chair ; and no reason can be given in support of 
either alternative. It may be noticed, however, in passing, that this 
Judas, the fifteenth bishop of Jerusalem, is probably a real person­
age. It is true that the list of bishops given by Eusebius (H. E. 
iv. 5. 3) seems to have been unknown to Hegesippus, who says that 
Symeon, son of Clopas, the second bishop, lived to a great age, 
and suffered martyrdom in the reign of Trajan (Eus. H. E. iii. 1 r, 
32. 1). But in the Codex Marcianus there is a note which professes 
to be derived from the fifth book of the Hypotyposes of Clement, 
and gives the places of sepulture of certain apostles and apostolic 
men (the text will be found in Zahn, Forschungen, iii. 70). Here 
we read "Simon Cleophas, qui et Judas, post J acobum episcopus, 
cxx annorum crucifixus est in Jerusalem Traiano mandante." It 
seems clear that Clement had combined the statement of Hegesippus 
with another that made Judas bishop in Trajan's time. Hence we 
may infer that the :yypa<f,a from which Eusebius drew his list of 
bishops were older than 200 A.D. 

The conjecture of Grotius has been recently revived with some 
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modification by Jiilicher (quoted by Harnack, Chronologie, p. 467), 
who thought at one time that Judas was probably the real name of 
the author of the Epistle, and that "brother of Ja mes" meant 
nothing more than bishop. But in his Einleitung (1901, i. p. 182) 
Jiilicher has abandoned this view, and now thinks it most probable 
"that the author belonged by birth to that circle in which the 
memory of James was held in special honour; that he did not 
venture to foist his well-meant work on James himself, but con­
tented himself with a member of his family. Perhaps Judas lived 
on after his brother, down to a time at which none of the apostles 
of the Lord survived in Palestine, and therefore could most easily 
be selected out of the men of the first generation as the announcer 
of the appearance of the prophesied abominations." But there is, as 
we have seen, some reason for thinking that Jude did not long 
outlive James. 

Dr. Harnack thinks ( Chronologie, p. 468) that the author was 
possibly named Judas, and that the words &8EA<po~ 8e 'IaKJ/3av were 
inserted in the Address at some date between 150 and 180 A.D. "in 
order to set this unknown Judas back into the apostolic time, and 
to secure respect for his piece, which, in days when Gnosticism 
flourished, must have appeared especially valuable." He was not 
the Bishop of Jerusalem, "for it is difficult, if not impossible, to 
suppose that such Jewish-Christian bishops gave anything to the 
Church at large." A bishop, though circumcised, may have been 
an eminent man, but the Epistle is certainly not what we should 
expect to have been written by an author of pronouncedly Jewish 
tendencies. Harnack's theory, however, would require us to believe 
that the Address was falsified in a very glaring way within the life­
time of Clement of Alexandria. 

All these theories rest upon the presupposition that Jude must 
have been written in the second century, because it is directed 
against Gnosticism, and have no value for those who hold the 
opposite belief. The sum of the matter is that, if Jude belongs to 
Gnostic times, we know nothing whatever about the author, except 
that he was not what he calls himself. 

The place of composition is unknown. Egypt or specially 
Alexandria, Palestine or specially Jerusalem, have been suggested. 
There is no reason whatever for selecting Alexandria, beyond the 
fact that the Epistle was known to Clement and Origen, who 
collected books from every quarter. Of any specially Egyptian or 
Alexandrine ideas it exhibits not the faintest trace. The other 
locality seems equally improbable. The death of James occurred 
probably in 62 A.D., and Jude, if he took any active part in the 
affairs of the Church, can hardly have lived in Jerusalem before this 
date. Even after his great brother's martyrdom he was not Bishop 
of Jerusalem, and can scarcely have had a fixed abode in the sacred 
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city. Nor should we be inclined to look for him in one of the 
smaller towns of Palestine. The brethren of the Lord were known 
to the Galatians and to the Corinthians. Who can say where they 
were not known, what places they had visited, or where they were 
usually to be found? We need not suppose that they stuck like 
limpets to the rock of Zion. Such little information as we possess 
gives quite a different idea. 

Again, as to the Churches to which the Epistle was directed, we 
are left absolutely to conjecture. The only points which give us 
any kind of hold are the similarity of Jude to 2 Peter, and the 
similarity of the evils denounced to those of the Corinthian Church. 
But what conclusion can be built upon this slender basis? Corinth 
was a seaport town within a short sail of many places. In a limited 
number of hours an Antinomian missionary would find himself at 
any harbour in the Eastern half of the Mediterranean, at Thessa­
lonica, or on the Asiatic shore, or at Alexandria. People were 
constantly going to and fro. 

Dr. Chase thinks it probable that the Epistle was sent to the 
Syrian Antioch, and possibly to other Churches in that district. 
The reader will find his argument in Hastings' Bible Dictionary. Dr. 
Chase relies chiefly upon three points : that the Christians addressed 
were mainly Gentiles, that they were men among whom St. Paul 
had worked, and that they had received oral instruction from the 
apostles generally, and, therefore, probably lived at no great distance 
from Jerusalem. We may say that no better conjecture can be 
proposed; but even this is far from certain. It seems most probable 
that the Churches addressed were mainly Gentile, though this is dis­
puted; that they were acquainted with St. Paul's form of teaching is 
most likely, but St. Paul had laboured in many places ; they knew 
the apostles also, but how many of them or in what way is doubtful. 
For it is not necessary to understand V,eyov, in ver. r8, of oral 
instruction alone, and in any case we need not imagine that more 
than one or two of the Twelve had visited the district in question. 
But there is really no clear light. We might be tempted to infer 
from the resemblance between the two Epistles that the Churches 
addressed in 2 Peter and in Jude lay in proximity to one another; 
but even this is perilous. Jude may have been addressed to almost 
any community in which Greek was spoken. The two Epistles 
must have been written at nearly the same time, but they may have 
been sent in very different directions. 

As to the personal characteristics of Jude something has already 
. been said, and what little remains will be found in the notes. 

Compared with 2 Peter he exhibits a certain hastiness and tendency 
to take things at their worst, compared with either I or 2 Peter a 
certain hardness. No document in the New Testament is so 
exquisitely tender and pastoral as the First Epistle of St. Peter, and 

2I 



322 INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE OF ST. JUDE 

even in the Second Epistle, in the midst of the anger and indigna• 
tion so naturally excited by the cruel wickedness of the false 
teachers, there are still beautiful phrases, steeped in sympathy and 
fatherly affection. Jude is undoubtedly stern and unbending. On 
the other hand, Jude is in closer intellectual sympathy with St. Paul. 
St. Peter commends the Apostle of the Gentiles in high terms, yet 
with qualifications. St. Jude speaks Pauline language, and inclines 
towards the Pauline mysticism, though to what extent it is impos­
sible to say. The notable word if!vxiK6-; is used also by his brother 
James in the same sense, and, though it belongs to the Pauline 
psychology, in which if!vx~ was sharply distinguished from 7TV£vµa or 
vov,;, does not necessarily involve the Pauline conceptions of law or 
of justification. St. James was probably as mystical as St. Paul, 
yet he was a strong legalist. Like St. Paul, he held that whoever 
breaks one article of the law breaks the law as a whole (Jas. ii. 10; 
Gal. iii. 10). This view (it was held also by the Stoics) is highly 
metaphysical or mystical, but it led the two apostles to very different 
conclusions, the one to the necessity of perfect obedience, the other 
to the idea of a righteousness which was not of law at all. It is 
possible that Jude also belonged to the same type of Pharisaic 
mysticism as his brother. But in any case his ideas and language 
differ noticeably from those of St. Peter. 

But here we touch upon a question which is unhappily among 
the obscurest of all the problems that surround the history of the 
early Church. Who can enumerate the countless modes in which 
the relation of law and gospel presented itself to the first believers? 
Many writers content themselves with the rough and unintelligent 
distinction between Jewish and Gentile Christians, but this rests 
upon the mere accident of birth. The most Gentile of all teachers, 
St. Paul himself, was a Jew, and on either side there are endless 
shades and gradations. On the one extreme there are certain sects 
which we may call exclusively Jewish, or rather Oriental, but a 
Gentile Christian might be anything. Certainly there can be no 
greater error than that of using "Pauline" and " Gentile" as if 
these words were coextensive. 
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I. ON the general form of J ude's Address see notes on ; Pet. i. r ; 
2 Pet. i. 1, and Introductions tor and 2 Pet., pp. 79, 219. Jude has, 
in common with 2 Peter, 'I11a-ov Xpia--rov oovAo,, a similarly general 
description of those to whom the Epistle is directed, the verb 
1rA110vv0d11, and the word elp-fJvYJ, which, however, is here combined 
with [,\eo, and aya.1r11, If we suppose that 2 Peter is here copying 
Jude, we must also suppose either that he went back to r Peter for 
part of his formula, or that (as Professor Harnack thinks) he forged 
both addresses, but adopted a simpler and more archaic form than 
that of Jude. But the easier inference is that Jude followed Peter; 
indeed, this is a necessary conclusion, if it is allowed that Jude here 
uses Pauline phrases. 

Five personages of the name of Jude occur in apostolic or 
sub-apostolic times. ( r) Judas Iscariot. ( 2) The Apostle 'Iovoa, 
'IaKw/3ov, Luke vi. 16; Acts i. 13; John xiv. 22; this "son of 
James" is commonly identified with Lebbaeus or Thaddaeus. (3) 
Judas, the Lord's brother, brother also of James, Matt. xiii. 55; 
Mark vi. 3, where he is named last or last but one. (4) Judas 
Barsabbas, Acts xv. 2 2-33. (5) Judas, the last Jewish bishop of 
Jerusalem in the time of Hadrian, Eus. H. E. iv. 5. 3. 

The author of our Epistle gives two descriptions of himself­
( I) 'I11a-ov Xpta-TOV OovAo, : ( 2) aOeA<po, OE 'IaKw/3ov. The first does 
not mean that he was an apostle (see note on 2 Pet. i. 1 ), and 
ver. 17 is generally understood to mean that he did not so regard 
himself. His brother James also was not an apostle. The second 
identifies our Jude with the brother of the Lord. 

But why does he not call himself the brother of the Lord? 
Clement of Alexandria in his commentary, which still exists in a 
Latin version, answered the question thus-" Judas, qui catholicam 
scripsit epistolam, frater filiorum Joseph exstans ualde religiosus et 
cum sciret propinquitatem domini, non tamen dicit se ipsum 
fratrem eius esse, sed quid dixit? Judas seruus Jesu Christi, utpote 
domini, frater autem Jacobi." Zahn (Einleitung, ii. p. 84) adopts 
this explanation, which is probably correct. The sense is, "Jude, 
the slave, I dare not say the brother, of Jesus Christ, but certainly 
the brother of James." 

323 
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The description, "brother of James," cannot have been needed 
as an introduction or recommendation, for the brethren of the Lord 
were all held in· high esteem (Acts i. 14). Certainly Jude must 
have been well known to the people whom he is addressing. Nor 
can the description be taken to show that he is writing to Churches 
of Palestine or to Jewish Christians, by whom St. James was held 
in special honour. For, apart from the fact that St. James would 
not need his help, the brethren of the Lord were known to the 
Gentile Churches, for instance, to the Corinthians ( 1 Cor. ix. 5), 
and may quite possibly have visited and preached in Corinth. 

Tois iv 0£<e ,ra.TpL ••• K>..1JTois. "To the Called,. which in 
God the Father are beloved and kept unto Jesus Chnst." The 
Father is our Father. K.\.17To'i:s- is a substantive, as in Rom. i. 6 ; 
r Cor. i. 24. The word is not used by Peter in either of his 
Epistles, and belongs to the Pauline vocabulary; the same thing is 
true of aywi, ver. 3 ; if;vxiKo{ and 7n'£vµa, ver. r 9. 'Ev can hardly 
mean "by," for the preposition appears to be never used to denote 
the agent. Nor is it possible to translate "who in God are beloved 
by me and kept unto Jesus Christ," because both participles must 
be referred to the same agent. Yet again, there is no instance of 
iv ®E"l being used in that general sense which belongs to iv Kvp{!J,! 
or iv Xpum'i1 in the Pauline Epistles (unless I Thess. i. r ; 2 Thess. 
i. r are in point), and, even if there were, the sense required, "who 
in God are beloved by God," is not obtained without difficulty. 
But this seems to be the meaning. In ver. 21 St. Jude has favrnvs­
'lv ay&.7r'f] @wv T1JP~C1'aT£, St. Peter does not speak of the love of 
God, and here again we may possibly detect the same affinity 
between St. Paul and St. Jude that has already appeared in the 
word KA17To'i:s-. 

The variants Tots- WvEC1'iv Tots- iv ®E<i, and To'i:s- iv ®£0 7ra.Tpl 
~yiaC1'µlvois- have very little support. The latter was probably sug­
gested by the embarrassment of the text; the former shows that at 
an early date the recipients of the Epistle were thought to have been 
Gentiles. 

The Epistle cannot have been meant for the Church at large. 
It is directed to some group of Churches in which St. Jude was 
personally interested, and called forth by definite and peculiar cir­
cumstances. 

3. dya.1T1JT0( . • • ,r(aTEL. "Beloved, while I was giving all 
diligence to write to you about our common salvation, I found it 
necessary to write to you exhorting you to do battle for the faith 
which was once for all delivered to the saints." With 7ra(l'av C1'7rov8~v 
1rowiµ£vos- compare the language of 2 Pet. i. 5, ro, 15, iii. 14. These 
repeated phrases have caught St. Jude's ear. 

i,ra.ywvltea8m is not used elsewhere in the New Testament; the 
preposition merely strengthens the verb, but the simple aywv{(£C1'0a.L 
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is as strong a word as could be found. For 7rapa800e{un cf. Acts 
xvi. 4; 1 Cor. xi. 2, xv. 3; 2 Pet. ii. 21 ; Spitta thinks that the use 
of the word here is suggested by this last passage. 

aytot. "The saints " is here another name for Christians, as in 
Acts ix. 13, 32, 41; Rom. xii. 13; Heh. vi. 10; Apoc. v. 8, but 
the word is not used as a substantive by Mark, Luke, John (in 
Gospel or Epistles), James, or Peter. See Hort, Chn'stian Ecclesia, 
pp. 56, 57. 'H 7r{unc;, in defence of which men are to contend, is 
not trust or the inner light, but a body of doctrine, dogmatic and 
practical, which is given to them by authority, is fixed and unalter­
able, and well known to all Christians. It is "your· most holy 
faith," ver. 20, a foundation on which the readers are to build 
themselves up. It combined intellectual and moral truth. See 
Sanday and Headlam on Rom. i. 17. It had been attacked by men 
who turned the grace of our God into lasciviousness, that is to say, 
by Antinomians ; but these men were mockers, ver. 18, and, from 
the emphasis with which Jude introduces his quotation from Enoc/1, 
ver. 14, we may presume that they mocked at the Parousia. 

Jude's language about the Faith is highly dogmatic, highly 
orthodox, highly zealous. His tone is that of a bishop of the 
fourth century. The character may be differently estimated, but 
its appearance at this early date, before Montanism and before 
Gnosticism, is of great historical significance. Men who used such 
phrases believed passionately in a creed. 

Lachmann, and some of the older school of commentators, 
placed a comma after vp,'iv, and took 7repl T~s Koi~s TJp,wv uw77Jp{as 
with ypatfrai: but recent scholars generally reject this unnatural 
punctuation. 

St. Jude says that he had been busy with, or intent upon, 
writing to his people 7repl T~s Koiv~i; uwn1p{as, an ordinary pastoral 
Epistle dealing with general topics of instruction and exhortation, 
but found it necessary to change his'plan and utter this stirring cry 
to arms. Evidently he is referring to some definite and unexpected 
circumstance. News had been brought to him of the appearance 
of the false teachers ; possibly he had just received 2 Peter; if so, 
we can understand the use which he makes of that Epistle. 

De Wette, Bri.ickner, Spitta, Zahn think that the writing referred 
to by the ypacpeiv was not an ordinary Epistle, but a treatise of some 
considerable length ; but the age was hardly one of treatises, and 
there is nothing in the text to support the idea. 

4. ,ra.petcrl8ucra.v yap. "For certain men have crept in privily, 
who of old were appointed in scripture unto this doom." rap 
introduces the reason of avayK'Y)Y luxov. For 7rapnul.8vuav B has 
1Tapnue8v'Y)uav, a vulgar form ; see Blass, p. 43. The aorist is here 
not distinguishable in sense from the perfect; as to the meaning 
of the compound verb, refer to note on 1Tapeiuayeiv, 2 Pet. ii. 1. 
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Ila,\ai is most naturally taken to mean in the Old Testament, in 
the many denunciations of false prophets. The word, however, 
does not always denote a long interval of time; hence Zahn and 
Spitta would render, "who were some time ago appointed in a 
writing for this doom," and find here a direct reference to 2 Pet. 
ii. 3. But though the Greeks (more especially the poets; see 
references in Liddell and Scott) sometimes use 1raAai in a loose 
colloquial way, just as we use "long ago" of things that happened 
quite recent_ly, we must not give the word this sense without good 
reason. Jude could hardly have spoken of 2 Peter as written 1ra,\ai, 
unless he were looking back over a space of twenty or thirty years. 
Unless we are to suppose that the two Epistles were separated by 
such an interval as this, the explanation of Zahn and Spitta can 
hardly be adopted. 

Nevertheless we have here a reference to 2 Pet. ii. 3. As used 
by Jude, Kp{µa has no meaning, for he has entirely omitted to say 
what the doom is. The best explanation of this curious difficulty is 
that he was writing in haste, with 2 Peter fresh in his mind, and 
that his words are suggested by of, To Kp{µa lK1ra,\ai ovK &pyet in the 
Petrine passage. If this be so, we have here one of the strongest 
proofs of the posteriority of Jude. 

Some support for this view may be found in the weakness of the 
various explanations which have been found for Kp{µa. Wiesinger, 
Hofmann, Schott find the key in 1rapeurt8V<Tav, they have wickedly 
crept in, and this is their judgment. But, we must answer, the 
creeping in is their sin, not their punishment. Zahn also (Ein­
leitung, ii. So) goes back for his solution to the main verb; they 
have crept in, and their appearance is a judgment, not on them, but 
on the Church, inasmuch as it will lead to a sifting out of bad 
Christians from among the good. Cf. John ix. 39, d, Kp{µa lyw 
d, TOV K6a-µov ~,\0ov, iva oi µ~ /3,\t1rovn, {3,\frwrn, Kat oi /3At1rOVTES 
Tvcf,,\ol ylvwvrni: the reader may refer to Westcott's note upon this 
passage. But it seems evident that here the Kp{µa is one which 
hangs over the intruders themselves. Ruther found the explanation 
of Kp{µa in the ci7r(J),\ea-ev of ver. 5 ; but this verb stands much too 
far off, and does not directly apply to the evildoers in question; 
further, if this had been the writer's meaning, we should have 
expected yap, not al, after hoµvrJa-ai. Spitta finds it in the words 
&a-e{3et, ••• &pvovµevoi: their judgment is that they are impious 
and deny the Lord. But here again impiety and denial are sins, not 
sentences. It may be replied that sin may be regarded as its own 
punishment, but this idea certainly does not belong to Jude. Not 
one of these views is satisfactory. Each commentator destroys the 
opinion of others without establishing his own, and we are really 
driven to suppose that St. Jude, in his hurry, picked out St. Peter's 
word without observing that it required an explanation. 
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xapmi. The grace is the 1r{<rns, or the gospel ( 1 Pet. i. 10); it pro­
mises a freedom which these impious men turn into lasciviousness. 

TOV JLOVOV Be111TOT1]V Ka.1 Kuptov ~JLWV 'l1111ouv XpL<rTOV dpvoUJJ,EVOL. 
Cf. 2 Pet. ii. 1, TOV ayopa<ravrn afrro~s 8m1r6n1v apvoi5µevoi. St. 
Peter's phrase is certainly the finer, and is probably the original; 
it is marked by his favourite iambic rhythm; the ayopa<ravrn ex­
plains and limits 8e<r1ror1Jv, and here, as in other passages to be 
noticed as we proceed, Jude has a tendency to exaggerate and 
harden the thought of St. Peter. Tov p,6vov 8e<r1ror1Jv is so strong a 
phrase that it has been regarded as impossible. Hence KL P and 
several other authorities, followed by the textus receptus, insert ®e6v 
after 8e<r1r6r1Jv: and many commentators, who do not accept this read­
ing, yet translate in the same sense, "the only Master and our Lord 
Jesus Christ." But this misrendering is needless. If Christ may be 
called 8e<r1ror1J,, He may also be called µ6vos 8e<r1ror1Js in distinction 
not from the Father, but from all false masters. Cf. note on ver. 25, 

5. UlTOJJ,vijacn. Cf. 2 Pet. i. 12, -inroµip,v~<rKEtV: i. 15, p,v~p,1JV 
1roie'i<r3ai: i. 13, iii. 1, .8ieydpew iv fi1rop,v~<rei. See note on 
<r1rov8~v, ver. 3. Either Peter has caught up and reiterated certain 
unimportant words from Jude, or Jude had read the first chapter 
of the Petrine Epistle and adopts from it words which, from their 
iteration there, were likely to catch the ear. The latter is the more 
probable view. Jude exhibits manifest tokens of haste, abbrevia­
tion, and confusion. A glance back at the preceding Epistle will 
show that St. Peter uses "remind" quite naturally, where he is 
recalling tq the memory of his readeFs lessons that they had cer­
tainly often been taught. Jude "reminds" his people of the 
instances of judgment, none of which belonged to the catechism, 
and some of which, at least the story of Michael, may have been 
quite new to them. The 8l also is difficult: Probably we must 
find the antithesis in a<re/3e'i, and apvoi5p,evoi: they are impious and 
deny the Lord, "but" God punishes such men. Certainly the 
sense is more clearly unfolded in 2 Peter; and this is a remarkable 
fact, because Jude is the more skilful writer of the two. 

et86ras a,ra~ ,ravrn. "Though once for all ye know all things." 
But the things which Christians know once for all are those which 
are included in "the faith once for all delivered to the saints," not 
historical instances of God's wrath. Here again we have a confused 
reminiscence of Ka{1rep el86ras, 2 Pet. i. I 2, where the words are 
quite intelligible. 

For the comparison between the instances of Judgment as they 
are given in the two Epistles, see Introduction to 2 Peter, p. 2 2 r. 

. The first instance, that of the destruction of the sinful Israelites in 
the desert, is peculiar to Jude. It reminds us of Heh. iii. 18-iv. 2; 
r Cor. x. 5-1 r. Its introduction here disturbs the strictly chrono­
logical order of the instances given in 2 Peter. 
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0T1 l, Kop1os. "Th.at the Lord, when He had brought the 
people safe out of the land of Egypt, afterwards destroyed them 
which believed not." By "the Lord" is no doubt meant Christ, 
cf. I Cor. x. 4, 9· With TO 8Ev'T€pov cf. j}£1JT€pov, I Cor. xii. 28; 
i.K 8wTlpov, Heb. ix. 28. Here it marks a strong contrast, and 
sharpens the point of the warning. " It is true that the Lord saved 
Israel from Egypt; yet notwithstanding He afterwards slew the 
faithless. So he has saved you, but so also He may slay you." 

The text of the verse is uncertain. ~ K L insert a second ilµas 
after Ei86rn,. ~, many Fathers, and versions place a:rraf after Kvpw, 
(®£6,). For 1ravTa KL and others read TOvTo. KL and many 
others have & Kvpw,: ~ C Kvpw,: A B and many versions with 
Didymus and Jerome 'I'Y/crov,, and there is some inferior authority 
for b ®£6,. The second vµas is probably a mere slip; the trans­
position of ct.1ra.t may be due to a desire to provide an antecedent 
for TO 8EvTEpov, though, if so, it involves a grammatical error, as 
&1ra.f cannot mean "firstly." Tovrn for 1ravrn is again a slip, or an 
attempt at emendation. The variants ®£6, and 'I'Y}crov, for Kvpw, 
are also emendations; the copyists did not feel quite certain what 
Jude meant. 

6. &yye>..ous. The Second Instance;_ the Fallen Angels. 
"And the angels who kept not their own principality, but for­

sook their proper habitation, He hath kept in everlasting bonds 
under darkness unto the judgment of the great day." Jude prob­
ably found crnpa.L> in his copy of 2 Peter (see note on the corre­
sponding passage), but it is just possible that he remembered to 
have read of "bonds" in Enoch. 'A{8w, (it is an Aristotelian 
word, while aiJ,vw, is Platonist) occurs also in Rom. i. 20. The 
absence of the article with &:yye.\ov, is of no consequence, the par­
ticular angels being defined by the following article and participles, 
cf. 1 Pet. i. 10. 

The principality of the angels is the special government or 
province intrusted to them by God. The passage which lay at the 
foundation of Jewish belief on ·this point is Deut. xxxii. 8, ou 
8iEµlpi(EV & i'JlflCTTOS Wv'Y}, w, 8dcr1rnpev vfo~, 'AMµ, 'lCTT'Y}CTEV opia .. 0vwv 
Ka.Ta lipi0µov &yyl.\wv ®wv, Kal. E')IEV~0'Y} µepl., Kvp{ov ,\a.a, awov 'Ia.KJ,/3 
-where KaTa dpi0µov dyyl;\wv ®wv represent Hebrew words which 
in A. V. and R. V. are rendered "according to the number of the 
children of Israel." The passage was taken to mean that God 
assigned the government of the several nations to guardian angels. 
Probably this view was older than the Septuagint, for there are 
many indications in the Old Testament that the gods of the nations 
were regarded as wicked angels. There was also another tradition 
that the seven planets were ruled by the seven chiefs of the angels 
of service. The planets, wandering stars (see below, ver. 13), were 
wicked stars, because they had broken loose from their appointed 



VER. 7 

station. Hence their angels were punished. Enoch xviii. 13 sqq., 
" And what I saw there was horrible-seven stars like great burning 
mountains, and like spirits, which besought me. The Angel said, 
This is the place where heaven and earth terminate; it serves as a 
prison for the stars of heaven and the host of heaven. And the 
stars which roll over the fire are they which have transgressed 
the commandment of God before their rising, because they did not 
come forth at the appointed time. And He was wroth with them, 
and bound them till the time when their guilt should be consum­
mated in the year of the mystery." Cf. Enoch xxi. 2 sqq. Jude 
says that they are bound "till the judgment of the great day." 
This phrase also is suggested by Enoch, where we find fo, T~r; 
Kpl<rnor; T~r; µeyaA:YJr;, µ•xpi, ~µlpar; Kpl<nwr; T~r; µeya.A.'Y)r; ( ed. Charles, 
pp. 85, 86. See also Gfrorer, Jahrhundert des Heils, i. 394; 
Harnack's note on Hermas, Sim. viii. 3. 3). According to these 
traditions the sin of the fallen angels was pride or disobedience. 
This is the view adopted by Origen, in Ezech. Hom. ix. 2 (Lomm. 
i. 12 r ), "Inflatio, superbia, arrogantia, peccatum diaboli est ; et ob 
haec delicta ad terras migrauit de coelo." 

By the side of these ran another stream of tradition based on 
Gen. vi., according to which the sin of the fallen angels was lust. 
Justin, Apo!. ii. 5, combines both, Oto' ayyeAot, 1rapa/3avur; 'T~VOE 'T~V 
-rativ, yvvatKWV µ{t€<Jw ~'T'T~0rwav. 

St. Peter does not specify the sin of the fallen angels, but he is 
evidently referring to their a<J'eA.ynai. St. Jude is not content with 
a passing allusion; he develops and ·confuses it. When he says 
that the angels forsook their proper habitation ( came down from 
heaven to earth), he is thinking of Gen. vi.; when he says that 
they kept not their own principality, of Deut. xxxii. 8. Yet after all 
he has not made his point clear. For how could either the false 
teachers or their victims be said µ~ T'YJP~<1'at T~v .aVTwv apx~v? 

7. The Third Instance ; the Cities of the Plain. 
Jude omits the Deluge, and here does not mention Lot. 
ws Icillop.u K«l rcip.oppu Ka.l al. 'll'epl a.On1.s 'll'O~ELS, The other 

cities were Admah and Zeboim, Deut. xxix. 23; Hos. xi. 8. There 
were five cities of the plain, but Zoar was spared. Tbv oµowv Tp61rov 
TOVToir;, " like these fallen angels " ; here at last the a<J'lA.yna is 
brought out. The compound eK1ropvevnv is not found elsewhere in 
the New Testament, but is used by the LXX. in Gen. xxxviii. 24 
and elsewhere. The EK- may, as Hofmann thinks, add the notion 
of going outside the moral iaw. In a1reA00v<J'ai 01r£<rw <1'apK6, e-r/.pa, 
we have another illustration of the manner in which Jude used 
2 Peter. The latter has (ii. 10) Tov, 01rl<J'W <1'apK6'> iv lm0vµf.q, 
µia<J'µov 1ropevoµ/.vov,. Jude has caught up this phrase, but by 
adding fr/.pa, has made it refer to the sin connected with the name 
of Sodom,-a sin which, though horribly common in heathen Greece 
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and Rome, was never alleged against teachers who could in any 
sense be called Christians. The language of 2 Pet. ii. 6, 10 is 
greatly exaggerated here. Further, St. Peter does not fall into the 
error of saying that the sin of Sodom was like that of the angels, 
for the fallen angels could not be said ,bm\.0£i:v cJ1d<rw <rapKos frlpa,;. 

8ei:yµa. (here only in the New Testament) properly means "a 
sample" or "specimen"; it is here used in the sense of the 
classical 1rapa.Seiyµa or the later inr6<3eiyµa (2 Pet. ii. 6), "a pattern," 
or "example," or "warning." Ilvpos a,wv{ov is best taken with 
UKYJV : "they are set forth as a warning, suffering the punishment of 
eternal fire." Jude omits all mention of Lot, fixing his mind only 

·on the divine vengeance, and here again sharpens and hardens the 
words of St. Peter, -inr6<3eiyµa µ£>...MvTwv &.<re(3£tv T£0eiKw<;. 

8. oOTo,, the false teachers of ver. 4. 'EvV1rvia.(£<r0ai, "to dream." 
Their dreams may be those of prophecy; these false teachers 
being also false prophets ( 2 Pet. ii. 1 ), who support their evil 
doctrines by pretended revelations; cf. Deut. xiii. 1, 3, 5. This 
explanation is favoured by von Soden and Spitta, and is much the 
best. Or possibly, as some hold, "dream" may be used in the 
sense of "vain imagination." The difficulty is that, though the 
Latin somnium is used in this sense, the Greek lvv1rViov is not. 
Nevertheless this is the interpretation of Clement of Alexandria, 
Strom. iii. 2. I 1, lvv1rvta(6µwot (8 yap v1rap Tfj 6.AYJ0dq. bn(Ja.Uowiv). 
'Em(Ja.>..>...ov<riv most probably means "attack," and o should be 
corrected to ov. So also A dumb. in Ep.Judae, "hi somniantes, hoe 
est, qui somniant imaginatione sua libidines et reprobas cupidi­
tates." The meaning involved in the "filthy dreamers" of the AV 
may be confidently rejected, because, as Alford points out, the 
participle belongs not only to <ra.pKa µia{vov<ri, but equally to 
KVpt6TYJTa &.0eTov<rt and S6tas (3>...a<r<pYJµov<rt. 

aapKa. 1ua.lvoua,. Here Jude is adapting 2 Pet. ii. 10, and the 
passages should be carefully compared. Peter says, "the Lord 
knows how to deliver the godly out of trial, and keep the unjust 
under punishment till the day of judgment, but especially those 
who walk after the flesh ... and despise lordship. Self-willed 
daring ones, they fear not to blaspheme dignities." He has passed 
away from Sodom, and is speaking of the False Teachers ; it is they 
who despise lordship and rail at dignities. Jude says that the 
false teachers are like the people of the cities of the plain in that 
they despise lordship and blaspheme dignities. But it is only by a 
great effort of exegesis that we can fasten these two charges on the 
people of Sodom. Jude has abbreviated and confused his text. 
For Kvpi6rYJs and S6ta see notes on 2 Peter. 

9. o 8~ M,xa.~>... "But Michael the archangel, when contend­
ing with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not 
bring against him a sentence of blasphemy, but said, May the Lord 
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rebuke thee." That is to say, "may the Lord rebuke thee for thy 
blasphemy." Peter says that the angels will not bring against 
dignities "a railing accusation" ({3>..aa-cpTJµov Kp[a-iv), which is quite 
a different thing. See Introduction to 2 Peter, p. 217. l:i.iaKp{vm0ai 
is used here in its proper sense, "to get a dispute decided," 
"contend with an adversary in a court of law." The dative Sia/36>-..Cf! 
is governed by SieAiyeTo. For Kp{a-i, see 2 Pet. ii. 11. 'Emnµ~a-ai 
is, of course, optative. 

The incident is taken by St. Jude from the Assumption of Moses, 
as we are informed by Clement of Alexandria (Adut71b. in Ep. 
fudae), Origen (de Prine. iii. 2. 1), and Didymus. The passage as 
given, perhaps loosely, by a Scholiast on Jude (text in Hilgenfeld, 
Nouum Testamentum extra Canonem receptum, i. p. 128) runs 
thus : TEAEVT~<TUVTO', El' T'e OpEL Mwva-iw, o apxayye>-..o, Mixa~.\ 
&1ro<rTEAAETUl µern0~a-wv TO a-wµa. 0 f',EV Of!V Sia/30>-..o, Ul'TEl_XE e,>..wv 
&.1ranja-ai, >...fywv OTL EJLOl TO uwµa W', T~', VATJ, 8eu1r6tovn, ¥oi Sia TO 
,ranltai TOV Alyv1TTWV (3>-..aucpTJf',OVVTO', KUTO. TOV ay{ov Kal cpovia 
avayopevuavro,· µ~ EVEYKWV T~V KUTO. TOV ay{ov /3Aa<r<pTJµ{av o ayye>-..o, 
'Emnµ~a-ai <TOL O ®e6,, 1rpo, TOI' Sia/30>..ov (<pTJ, Here we see from 
&.1roa-TEAAerni that the dispute did not occur in the presence of the 
Lord; hence Jude omits St. Peter's 1rapa Kvp{Cf!: again the meaning 
of (3>..aucpTJJL{a, Kp{ui, comes out very clearly. Satan blasphemed 
Moses, claiming his body as that of a murderer. Michael would 
not tolerate his sin of blasphemy against the saint, yet abstains from 
openly charging him with blasphemy. . The date of the Assumption 
is variously given; but as it was probably used by St. Paul in Gal. 
iii. 19, where Moses is called the JLE<rfrTJ, of the law (the phrase in 
the Assumption as quoted by Gelasius Cyz. Acta Syn. Nzi:aen. 
ii. 18, p. 28, is T~'> 8ia0~KTJ'> µeufrTJv: in the existing Latin vers.ion 
arbiter testamenti), it is also probably considerably older than that 
Epistle. Hilgenfeld thinks that it was written after 44 A.D. ; others 
place it as early as 2 B.c. It is possible that Jude refers to the 
Assumption again in ver. 1 6. 

10. o~Toi 8E • • • cj>8Elpovrm. " But these rail at whatsoever 
things they know not; and what they understand naturally, like the 
creatures without mason, in these things are they destroyed (or 
corrupted)," R.V. The things that they know not are Kvpi6TTJ,, 
Mta, and generally the world of spirit to which these conceptions 
belong; the things which they understand are fleshly delight. 
Jude has made the rough-hewn sentence of 2 Pet. ii. 12 much 
smoother and clearer ; see also vers. 13 and 1 7. In particular he has 
corrected the awkward iteration of cp0opi,, cp0opav, cp0dpovrni, which 
is so characteristic of 2 Peter. 

11. o&a.l mhoL,. Outside of the Gospels this phrase is used only 
in 1 Cor. ix. 16 and in the Apocalypse. It is rare in later writers, 
but occurs in a Fragment of Clement of Alexandria (Dindorf, 
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vol. iii. p. 492 ), o,',a, 0€ TOl, lxov<n Kat EV V7r0Kp£crn Aaµ,f3avov<n, which 
is quoted in the Didache. 

Jude's fourth instance is Cain, who is not introduced by Peter, 
and whose mention here has caused difficulty. De W ette and 
Arnaud thought that Cain here was a type of all wicked men. 
Schneckenburger, Spitta, von Soden, and Kiihl (the last with some 
hesitation) appeal to the Jerusalem Targum on Gen. iv. 7, where 
Cain is represented as the first sceptic and sophist, and as saying, 
"Non est iudicium nee iudex, nee est aliud saeculum, nee dabitur 
merces bona iustis, nee ultio sumetur de improbis, neque per 
miserationem creatus est mundus, neque per miserationem guber­
natur." The Targum is later than Jude; but the same idea is found 
in Philo, from whom it is possibly derived. See references in 
Siegfried. This explanation would give tolerable sense, but is much 
too artificial. The name Cain, standing as it does without qualifi­
cation, must mean Cain the murderer. See Wisd. x. 3 (a passage 
which was probably in Jude's mind as he wrote ver. 7), where Cain 
is "the unrighteous man who fell away from her (Wisdom) in his 
anger, and perished himself in the rage wherewith he slew his 
brother." Hence Grotius, Oecumenius, and others rightly account 
for his introduction here by supposing Jude to mean that the false 
teachers murder men's souls. "Cain," says Grotius, "fratri uitam 
caducam ademit; illi fratribus adimunt aeternam." The same lan­
guage has often been used in later times. We have before noticed the 
fiery zeal of Jude, and his tendency to exaggerate; see vers. 3, 7, 23. 

The fifth instance is Balaam, who appears in 2 Peter also. 
Jude devotes less space to him, and again darkens the picture. 
Peter charges Balaam only with covetousness; Jude says that for 
the sake of money (µ,ur0ov, genitive of price) the false teachers 
fling themselves into the -;rAav'Y/ of Balaam-that is to say, into the 
sin of Baal Peor (Num. xxv., xxxi. 8; Apoc. ii. 14). Hence the verb 
ltExv0YJ<rav, which, like the Latin effundi in, is used of those who 
pour themselves out, fling themselves into sensual indulgence. 
Jude does not press the charge of greed and extortion so strongly 
as 2 Peter; he barely alludes to it here and in ver. 1 6 ; in his eyes 
the covetousness of the false teachers is as nothing in comparison 
with their uncleanness. 

The sixth instance is Korah, who is not mentioned in :2 Peter. 
Korah "gainsaid" Moses and Aaron (Num. xvi.) because 

Moses by God's command had restricted the priesthood to the 
family of Aaron. He despised not God's ordinances generally 
(as Ruther, Ritschl, Alford, Kiihl think), but this particular 
ordinance. Jude must mean that those of whom he is speaking 
defied the authorities of the Church, and claimed the right to make 
rules for themselves. So he speaks of them just below as a.cf,6/3w, 
foVTov, -;roiµ,a{vovn,, in other words as making themselves their 
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own presbyters; cf. 1 Pet. v. 2. Here we find support for the 
explanation of 36tai given on 2 Pet. ii. 10. The "dignities" whom 
these false teachers blaspheme were the rulers of the Church. We 
notice in this verse that Jude possesses a certain copia uerborum, 
three different nouns, 036,, 7rAct.vYJ, <iVTiAoy{a, are coupled with three 
different verbs, 7roprn0~vai, EKxv0~vai, ti7ro)..ia·0ai. It is clear that 
he was a bett.er writer than 2 Peter, and in particular that he 
dislikes needless iteration. See on this point Introduction to 
2 Peter, p. 2 2 5 sq. 

12. OOTOL ELO'LV 0~ iv TaLS d.yairm<; Op.wv am>-«8E<;, "These are 
they who are spots in your love feasts." 'Aya1rai, is undoubtedly 
the right reading, though AC have &1rarni,, cf. 2 Pet. ii. 13. O! 
before CTm.\a3E, is given by A B L, but omitted by ~ K on account 
of the difficulty which it creates. 

For the meaning of <TmMs see Orpheus, Lithica, 614 (ed. G. 
Hermann), where the agate is described as Kara.CTnKro, CT1TtAa.-
3ECTCTt, "dappled with spots " (Tyrwhitt thought that this treatise 
was composed as late as the reign of Constantius, but there is no 
reason for suspecting that the author invented this use of the word); 
Hesychius, CT1ri.\a3E,' 1uµia<Tµlvoi. Thus the word is merely a 
variant for the CT1r{.\oi of 2 Peter. 

The R.V. translates "these are they that are hidden rocks," 
following the Etym. Mag., which explains CT1ri.\a3E, by vcpaAoi 7r[rpai. 
But in the Anthology, xi. 390, the two are expressly distinguished­
cpad 3£ KUt v0ECTCTlV a.\i,rAavlECTCTl XEp~Cov, TdS vcpa.AOV<; 1rfrpa<; TWV 

cpavEpwv CT1TiAa3wv, and in Hom. Od. iii. the CT7rtAa.3E, of 298 are 
the same as the .\iCTCT~ al1rE'i:a TE d, ct.Aa 1rfrpYJ of 293. The epithet 
"hidden" therefore must be struck out, and with it the notion of 
a hidden danger. Further, CTmAa., means a rock, not only in the 
sea, or on the beach, but in land, see Soph. Trach. 678; Theocritus, 
Epigr. iv. 6. Thus the word does not include an allusion to ship­
wreck, nor indeed to danger of any kind. Hence the statements 
of Suidas, CTmACL3E,· ai lv v3aCT, Ko'i:Aai 1rfrpai, and of Hesychius, 
CTmAa.3,,· ai 7rEpiEx6µ,Evai -rfi 0aAct.CTCTTJ 7rfrpai (this he gives as an 
alternative explanation), are not strictly accurate. Nor is the note 
of Oecumenius, ai CTmAa.3E, -ro'i:, 7r)..fovcnv o)..l0pwi, &1rpoCT3oK,rrws 
lmyiv6µwai, to be taken for more than it is worth, as the expres­
sion of his own opinion. 

am>-<£-. is feminine, hence there is a difficulty in the masculine 
article oi. We must supply either ovrE<; or KEKAYJp..lvoi, and trans­
late "these are the men who are spots," or "these are the men 
who have been called spots." The insertion of the article seems to 

· show that Jude had in his mind some definite passage where 
these men or men like them had been actually spoken of as 
"spots." Thus it becomes probable that he is here directly re­
ferring to 2 Pet. ii. 13. This is the opinion maintained by Spitta. 
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Dr. Chase dismisses this view with the remark that this (oiJrol 
elcnv o1) is a regular form in apocalyptic literature. See for in­
stances Zech. i. ro; Apoc. vii. 14, xi. 4, xiv. 4; Enoch xlvi. 3; 
Apoc. Petri, 4. 7. 9. 14. 15. 16. The remark is true, but does 
not meet the point. The form is not specially apocalyptic (see 
Matt. iii. 3, 17, and numberless other examples might be given 
from writings of all kinds). Either it points a reference to some­
thing that the readers know already, as in Apoc. xi. 4, oT!ro[ dcriv a1 
8vo V,a?ai, "these are the two olive trees" that you have read of 
in Zech. iv. 3, or it answers the question, Who are these? identify­
ing two known persons or classes of persons. But it does not 
convey fresh information about the persons. Thus oT!rot eicriv oi 
/3Aa<npYJµ,ovvre, r~v Mew r~, 8iKat0(Tl}VYJ, is "these are the men who 
blaspheme the way of righteousness" (oiJrot is predicate), while 
ovroi /3Aacr<f,Y]µ,ovcri is "these men blaspheme" (here oilrot is sub­
ject). Jude is quite aware of this difference, and uses both forms 
correctly; thus we have, ver. 16, ovro[ eicriv yoyyvcrra[, "these men 
are murmurers"; and, on the other hand, ovrot dcriv oi 7rpoyeypaµ,­
µ,lvoi, ver. 4, not oilro[ elcrt 7rpoyeypaµ,µ,lvoi. Hence it is not 
probable that he would write ovro[ eicriv oi CT7rtAa.8e,; for ovro{ €LCTL 

crmAa.8e,. He must mean either "these are the men whom every­
body calls spots," or "these are the men whom some particular 
person has called so." The latter is the more probable, and 
Spitta's opinion may therefore well be defended. An objection 
might be raised on the ground of Apoc. xiv. 4, ovro{ dcriv o! µ,eru. 
yvvatKWV o!JK lµ,oAvv0rwav, 7rap0ivoi yap €LCTLV' OilTOL oi dKoAov0ovvr£<; 
r«;:; &pvt"! o7rov llv hayv, where no question has been distinctly asked; 
but even this case falls under the rule. The meaning is not "these 
men are virgins," but "these men are the virgins," whom you knew 
in the Church. There may again be a reference to some well-known 
phrase, for the second clause contains an apparent allusion to the 
familiar words "follow thou me." 

If we adopt the other rendering, " these are they that are 
rocks," we must still regard the words as an allusion to some well­
known passage. But none can be found. Ilepl r~v 7r{crnv frava­
YYJcrav, 1 Tim. i. 19, is much too vague. 

UUVEUWXOUfl.EVOt. Cf. 2 Pet. ii. l 3, CT7r{Aot Kal µ,wµ,oi, lvrpv<f,wvr£<; 
f.V rat<; aya.7rat<; avrwv crvvwwxovµ,evoi vµ,'i:v. St. Peter means "while 
they share the feast with you." Jude's language may bear the 
same sen ,e, but he seems rather to give crvvevwxovµ,evoi a different 
turn, "while they carouse together," by themselves. We may 
possibly infer from &<f,6f3w,; fovrov,; 7roiµ,a[vovn, and d7ro8wp[(ovre,, 
ver. r 9, that these men drew together at a separate part of the 
table, or even that they kept an Agape of their own; and the 
words iv ra'i:,; &ya.7rai,; vµ,wv are not conclusive against the latter 
hypothesis, for they may mean "in the Agape of your community." 
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Certainly the language of St. Jude leads us to infer that the division 
was more clearly marked than we should gather from 2 Peter, and 
this point again makes in favour of the priority of the latter. 

dcl>6'3ws fauTous iroip.alvovTES, "Shepherding themselves without 
fear." 'Acf,6{3w,; must be taken with 7roiµa{11011-re,; not with CTVJ1evw­
xovµe11oi, with which it yields no good sense. lloiµa{11eiv is the 
verb which expresses the whole authority of Christ, or of the priest, 
over the flock. The instance of Korab, employed in ver. 11, shows 
that Jude is here thinking of the latter. These men defied the 
authority of their rulers, made themselves their own ~hepherds, 
and yet feared no harm. If we think of the way in which Balaam 
is mentioned in Apoc. ii. 14, it is tempting to suppose that one 
way in which they exhibited their lawlessness was by eating -ra. 
e18wM0vTa at the Agape. Dr. Chase (article on Jude in Hastings' 
Dictionary of the Bible) thinks there may be a reference here to 
Ezek. xxxiv. 2, µ~ /30CTKovCTiv 7roiµi11e,; fovrnv,;; 

vecl>EAm civu8pOL u,ro dvlp.wv ,rapacl>epop.evm. Peter has 1f''Y)ya2 
tf.vvopoi Kal oµ{x">...ai mro >..a01.a1f'o<; tAaVIIOJI-EVat. Jude, using only one 
figure, calls his opponents "Clouds which drop no water, and are 
blown past by winds." From teachers we expect the beneficent rain 
of doctrine and example : these men are like clouds which give no 
rain and only hide the sun; they are blown past and seen no more. 
There is a weak variant 7rEpicf,ep6µevai, "tossed about," an image of 
instability; the word is possibly suggested by Eph. iv. 14. 

8lv8pa. <1>8woirwpwa. The epithet means more than autumnal. 
lf.>0ivo7rwpov means not autumn, the season of fruit (Te0a>..v'ia om:.ip'YJ: 
autumnus from augeo), but the "fall of the year," the season just 
before winter, when growth has stopped, and the branches are bare. 
We may translate "trees in the fall," or even "trees in winter." 
¥ AKap7ra is probably suggested by OVK apyov,; OVOE aKap7rov,;, 2 Pet. i. 8. 
Als a1f'o0avovTa, " twice dead," not only fruitless, but actually dead 
and incapable of bearing fruit ; or not only dead, but uprooted ; 
or, again, St. Jude may be thinking of these men no longer as 
trees, but as Christians ; they were dead once in trespasses and 
sins, now again they have died by apostasy. If this last explana­
tion is tenable,·St. Jude may have been thinking of 2 Pet. i. 9, ii. 20, 

and strengthening the expression. 'EKpi(w0iv-ra, they are already 
cut off from their root; the root is either the Church (a7roowp{­
(0VTE'>) or Christ. 

13. Kup.o.Ta • • • alaxuvas. "Wild waves of the sea, foaming 
up their own shames." The language is tinctured by reminiscences 
of Greek poetry; cf. Moschus, Idyll. v. 5, a oe 0&.>..aCTCTa Kvp-ro11 
·t7racf,p{(r,: Euripides, Here. Fur. 851, 0a.Aa<TCTav ayp{av, but the 
image is probably suggested by Isa. lvii. 20. 

daTepes irAa.v-ijTm. See note on ver. 6. We find an allusion 
to the sin of the planets also in Isa. xiv. 12, where the king of 
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Babylon is compared to the Day-star, son of the morning, who fell 
through pride. St. Jude here gives a more correct turn to the 
imagery than St. Peter, who speaks of springs and mists as punished 
by darkness, though at the same time he has departed somewhat 
from Enoch, who saw the stars of heaven imprisoned in a place of fire. 

14. 1rp0Ecl>~TEU<TE l>E Ko.l TouToi,. "But Enoch prophesied to 
these men also" ; his words strike them as well as others. 

E~l>op.os &.1ro 'Al>ap.. Gen. v. ; Enoch Ix. 8, xciii. 3 ; Book of 
Jubilees, vii. The quotation which follows is a combination of 
passages from Enoch. "And, lo, He comes with ten thousand 
of His holy ones to execute judgment upon them; and He will 
destroy the ungodly, and will convict all flesh of all that the sinners 
and ungodly have wrought and ungodly committed against Him," 
i. 9; "Ye have slanderously spoken proud and hard words with 
your impure mouths against His greatness," v. 4; cf. also xxvii. 2 : 

the translation here given is that of Mr. Charles. 
The earlier Fathers regarded this passage as showing that Enoch 

was inspired; Clement of Alexandria, Adumb. in Ep. Judae, "his 
verbis prophetiam comprobat"; Tertullian, de cultu fem. i. 3, "eo 
accedit quad Enoch apud Judam apostolum testimonium possidet." 
In the time of Jerome many viewed it as a proof that Jude was not 
inspired, de uir. ill. 4, "et quia de libro Enoch, qui apocryphus est, 
in ea assumit testimonium a plerisque reiicitur." Augustine still held 
the more ancient and liberal view, de ciui"tate dei, xv. 23, "scripsisse 
quidem nonnulla diuina Enoch illum septimum ab Adam negare 
non possumus, cum hoe in epistula canonica Judas apostolus dicat." 

After inserting this passage from Enoch, which speaks so dis­
tinctly of the coming of the Lord to judgment, St. Jude may have 
felt that no more remained to be said on this point ; and this may 
have been the chief reason why he omitted the third ch~pter of 
2 Peter. 

16. yoyyu<TTo.C. The substantive occurs here only in the New 
Testament. In the LXX. yoyyvlHv and 8iayoyyvt£lv are used of the 
Israelites who complained against God and Moses, Ex. xv. 24, xvii. 
3; Num. xiv. 29. So here these false brethren murmur not against 
the trials of life, but against their superiors, God and the 86tai. 

p.Ep.ij,[p.otpos (this word again is ct.'l!'a.t Aqo1uvov) means "com­
plaining of one's lot," "querulous." But here again we must 
understand, not that the false teachers lacked the spirit of resigna­
tion, but that they were recalcitrant and grumbled against authority. 
'AµEµfiµo[pYJTo, occurs, apparently in the sense of" uncomplaining," 
in a letter found on a papyrus of the second century B.C. ; see 
Deissmann, Bibelstudien, p. 2 r r ; omitted in Eng. tr. 

Ko.l To a-T6p.o. mhwv >..a.>..EL 1mlpoyKo.. Cf. 2 Pet. ii. r8, -{nrlpoyKa 
yap µaraioTYJTO, <f,0eyy6µevoi. Jude's phrase bears resemblance to 
Ps. cxliii. ( cxliv.) 8, rr, ~v TO <TToµa i.Aa.AYJUE f-1,0.TalDT'YJTO.. But it is 



VERS. 17, 18 337 

probable that here again he is quoting from the Assumption of 
Moses vii. 2 r, "et os eorum loquetur ingentia" (the Greek text is not 
extant). ®avµ,ateiv 1rp6<n,Y1rov (the phrase does not occur elsewhere 
in the New Testament, though we find (3>..i1rnv ds 1rp6a-w1rov, Matt. 
xxii. 16: >..aµ,{3avnv 1rp6a-w1rov, Luke xx. 21) may come from Gen. 
xix. 21 ; Lev. xix. 15, or from the Assumption ef Moses v. I 6, "qui 
enim magistri sunt doctores eorum illis temporibus erunt mirantes 
personas cupiditatum (Fritzsche corrects nobilitatum) et acceptiones 
munerum et peruendent iustitias accipiendo poenas." It has been 
observed that Jude does not attack the covetousness of. the false 
teachers except here and in the word µia-0ov, ver. II. 

17. 6p.eLs 8t ... 'l11aoil XptaToil. "But ye, beloved, remember 
ye the words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 'Yµ,e',,s is placed in front of the sentence with great 
emphasis in opposition to the o~TOt of ver. 16. A comparison with 
2 Pet. iii. 2 will show that either Peter has greatly complicated the 
expression of Jude, or Jude has greatly simplified that of Peter. 
The latter seems more probable; see ver. 10 above. The sub­
stance of this apostolic warning may be found in I Tim. iv. r 
(where the words T<> 8£ Ilvevµ,a p7JTws >..iyei may introduce a predic­
tion given orally by a Christian prophet); 2 Tim. iii. 1-5 ; Acts 
xx. 29. These passages show that similar admonitions were current. 
But the exact form of the prophecy, as it is here expressed, is found 
only in 2 Pet. iii. 3, and it is there given by an apostle as his own. 
Neither p~µa nor the following Alyw need be taken to show that St. 
Jude was referring to mere words, for p~µa is constantly used of 
scripture, and the phrase ~ ypacp~ >..iyei is familiar. But, even if the 
words are taken in their strict sense, the possibility of a direct 
quotation from 2 Peter is not excluded. St. Jude reminds his 
readers that the apostles had often said that mockers would come, 
and then proceeds to quote an apostolic document in which this 
saying was recorded in a particular shape. See Mansel, Gnostic 
Heresies, p. 70. 

St. Jude here distinctly tells us that he was not an apostle 
himself. 

18. trr' tax«TOU xpovou ••• &ae~EIWV. "In the last time there 
shall be mockers walking after their own lusts of ungodlinesses." 
There is considerable authority for the insertion of on before l1r' 
la-xaTOv : it makes no difference in the sense, on in such a case 
being merely equivalent to our inverted commas; see Blass, pp. 
233, 286. KL p have £V la-xane (T<e) XP6V<j!, Twv aa-e/Jnwv is best 
taken as objective genitive after l1ri0vµ{as, cf. 2 Pet. ii. 10. The 
R.V. (text) translates "ungodly lusts," finding here the same 
Hebraism as in alpla-ns a.1rw>..e{as, 2 Pet. ii. I; but St. Jude does not 
use this idiom (Kp{a-iv {3>..aa-cp7Jp.{as, ver. 9, is certainly not an 
instance), and it is needless to force it upon him here. 

22 
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St. J ude's text differs from that of 2 Peter in the following points : 
-( 1) He has hr' lux&.rov xp6vov for br' E<TXllTWV TWV ~JJ.,Epwv. Cf. 
i:rr' luxarov rwv XP6vwv, 1 Pet. i. 20. J ude's phrase is less Hebraistic 
than that of 2 Peter, and better Greek than that of I Peter. ( 2) He 
has l.fma'iKrai alone; here again he corrects the rugged Hebraism, l.v 
£JJ.,1raiyJJ.,ovfi l,u1ra'iKrai, as he had already corrected iv <j,0opr'j, <j,0apr;­
crovrai, 2 Pet. ii. 12; Jude 10. (3) In Kara Ta', £aVTWV bn0vJJ.,{a'> 
1rop£v6JJ.,Evoi he corrects another vulgarism; 2 Peter has iota-.. (4) 
The genitive rwv au£/3£iwv is redundant, and appears to be suggested 
by the auE/3~-., au£/3£ia, au£/3£'iv of the passage from Enoch. If we 
regard 2 Peter as the later, we must suppose that he first struck out 
the quotation from Enoch, though it suited his purpose admirably 
well, and then dropped the au£/3awv, because without the Enoch 
passage it was no longer easily intelligible. But this mode of 
procedure is too artificial to be probable. (5) St. Jude has left 
I.JJ.,1ra'iKrai without any explanation. In 2 Peter the "mock" is 
defined quite easily and naturally by the following words, 1rov l.unv 
~ l.1rayy£Ala rij-. 1rapovu{as ai'.irov; If 2 Peter is here following Jude, 
it must be allowed that he has displayed great skill in his adaptation. 
All through this important verse it clearly seems far easier to explain 
Jude by 2 Peter than to reverse the process. 

Among modern commentators there is a growing tendency to 
adopt this view; the reader may consult the arguments of Spitta, 
Ki.ihl, Zahn. But the question is crucial as to the relation between 
the two Epistles, and it cannot be denied that a heavy weight of 
authority lies in the other scale. J i.ilicher settles the question in a 
very off-hand way. "It appears to speak in favour of the priority 
of 2 Peter, that Jude, ver. 18, quotes something as an apostolical 
prophecy which might be derived from 2 Pet. iii. 3, yet at bottom 
it is given there also as a generally known prophecy" (Einleitung, 
p. 186). But 2 Peter certainly gives the warning as his own, and, 
if we make him the later, we must suppose that he has here made a 
very serious alteration in St. J ude's text. 

19. oOTo( EL<Ttv ot &1ro8topltovre5. "These are they that make 
separations." 'A1rol3iop[(nv is found only here in the New Testa­
ment. C and some other authorities add fovrovs, but the insertio:1 
is needless. Here again Jude uses the article as in vers. 4, 12, 

though he omits it when not required, as in ver. 16. He means 
"these are they of whom you have been told that they make 
separations," or "these are they who, as you see, make separations"; 
if we take the former sense we may find here a reference to the 
aipl<r£ts of 2 Pet. ii. 1. But in what sense did they separate? 
They may, as suggested on ver. 12, have kept a distinct Agape. 
Even this would not imply that they had definitely gone out from 
the Church. At a later date there were some who celebrated the 
Agape "without the bishop," yet did not regard themselves as 
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sch1smatics, though Ignatius strongly reproves their conduct as 
unlawful (Smyrn. viii.). Or they may have kept together at a 
separate part of the table. There was probably some visible sign 
of exclusiveness. But probably also the division would largely 
correspond to distinctions of class. The false teachers of whom 
Jude is speaking attached themselves to the rich (vers. II, 16). But 
the rich would be in the main the educated. Thus we may see 
here a "separation" caused partly by wealth, displaying itself in 
insolent ostentation at the Agape; partly by social position, rebelling 
against the authority of of-ficials who were not always men of much 
worldly consideration ; partly by an assumption of intellectual 
superiority, of "knowledge." The same dividing influences were 
working at Corinth, and amongst those to whom St. Ja mes wrote, 
and sprang naturally out of the constitution of the Church, which 
was strongly democratic on one side, strongly aristocratic on 
another. In early days, before the Church was wealthy or edu­
cated, and before the tradition of her discipline had established 
itself, a rich Christian, unless he was a very devout man, must have 
found himself in a very trying position. It was out of this state 
of things that Gnosticism arose. Gnosticism was the revolt of the 
well-to-do half-educated bourgeois class. 

Here again we may note a resemblance between Jude and the 
Assumption of Moses, which, after the words already quoted, "et 
os eorum loquetur ingentia," proceeds thus, "et super dicent Noli 
tu me tangere, ne inquines me in loco. in quo uersor" (vii. 21 ; the 
text, however, is largely conjectural, and is followed by two or three 
lines which are quite illegible; see Hilgenfeld). 

lj,uxLKol, 'll"veup.a. p.~ exovres. "Sensual, not having the spirit." 
\JtvxiKo,, opposed to 7rvwµ,anKo,, is a Pauline phrase resting on the 
peculiar Pauline psychology; see r Cor. ii. 14, xv. 44. The word is 
found in Jas. iii. 15, but could not be used by St. Peter, in whose 
vocabulary iftvx1 means the religious soul (see note on 1 Pet. i. 9, 
and Introduction, p. 40). Nor is 7rvevµ,a. used by St. Peter as it is 
here; to him 7rVEvµ,a differs from iftvx~ merely as ghost from soul. 
He speaks of the Holy Ghost as resting on man ( r Pet. iv. 14), but 
could hardly have spoken of true Christians· as "having spirit," 
because in his view all men are 7rvevµ,arn. St. Jude has here intro­
duced into 2 Peter an alien vocabulary and an alien psychology ; 
see notes on vers. r, 3. 

St. Jude means simply what he says, that these men were 
psychic, not spiritual. He has been taken to mean that the people 
against whom he is writing called the catholics "psychic," as did 
·the Gnostics and Montanists. Thus his words have been twisted 
into an argument for the late date of the Epistle. This, however, 
is quite gratuitous. 

20. E'll"OLKo8op.ouVTES • • • 'll"LCTTEL. 'Eavrov, represents vµ,as 
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avToiJs: see Matt. iii. 9, xvi. 8; Blass, p. 35. For the superlative, 
ayiwnf,T'{J, see z Pet. i. 4. Here, as there, it is intensive (" most 
holy," not "holiest"); the true superlative being exceedingly rare in 
the New Testament; see Blass, p. 33. IT{crns is again fides cui 
creditur, as in ver. 3. We may translate "building yourselves up 
by means of your most holy faith," or "upon your most holy faith"; 
though, in this latter sense, i1roiK0'80µ£'iv is followed by i1r{ with 
accusative in .I Cor. iii. 12, and by fa{ with dative in Eph. ii. 20. 

1Tpo<rEuxop.Evot is best taken with iv ay{<p llv£i5µan : the believer 
prays in the Holy Spirit, as the prophet speaks in the Holy Spirit, 
I Cor. xii. 3. It is possible to translate, with Luther, "build your­
selves up by (or on) faith, in the Holy Spirit, through prayer." 

21. fouTous lv dya-rrn 0Eou TIJp~uan. God keeps them, ver. 1, yet 
they may be said to keep themselves; cf. 1 Tim. v. 22; Jas. i. 27. 

The "love of God," coupled as it is here with the mercy of Christ, 
almost certainly means the love of God for man ; they are to keep 
themselves safe within the covenant by obedience. Some com­
mentators take the words to mean "love for God," as in 2 Thess. 
iii. 5. See note on ver. 1. 

TO eX.Eos. Mercy is ascribed generally to God, as in I Pet. i. 3 ; 
in the addresses of I and 2 Timothy and of 2 John, to God and 
Christ; here to Christ alone. Here again there is a possible refer­
ence to Enoch xxvii. 3, 4, "in the last days ... the righteous ... 
who have found mercy will bless the Lord of glory, the Eternal 
King." They will bless Him for the mercy in accordance with 
which He has assigned them their lot. Els (w~v alwvwv is by many 
commentators coupled with -rYJp~craT£, In this case, "keep your­
selves unto eternal life" may be thought to correspond to "kept 
unto Jesus Christ," who is Life Eternal, in ver. I. Others find the 
connexion in 11'po0''8£x6µ£voi -ro V1.£os, but it is difficult to find a 
satisfactory explanation for Eis either with the participle or with the 
substantive. With the former, it must be taken to mean "waiting 
until" or "waiting with your eyes fixed upon," with the latter, 
" mercy that leads to "; and none of these renderings is easy. 

22, 23. The text of this passage is extremely uncertain. Some 
of the authorities give only two clauses, some have three, and there 
are variations in details. (I) Those which give two clauses are­
(a) Clement of Alexandria, who twice quotes the verses, giving a 
different text each time, Strom. vi. 8. 6 5, Kal oils µev £K 11'vpos 
ap7r<1,(£T£, '8taKptvophovs '8e €/1.€€tT€ : A dumb. in Ep. Judae, " Quosdam 
autem saluate de igne rapientes, quibusdam uero miseremini in 
timore" (Kal oils µev crw(£T£ £K 11'vpos ap7r<1,(ovw,, oils '8e €/1.€EtT€ £V 
<f,6/3<p), (b) C, oils µev v .. ,YXETE '8taKptvophovs, oils '8e crw(ETE £K 1rvpos 
ap7r<5.(ovns fr <f,6/3<p, (c) KL P, oils µev £/1.€€t'TE '8taKptv6µEvot, ovs '8e 
£V <f,6/3<p crw(ETE £K 1rvpos ap1ra(oVT£S: Peshito, "et hos quidem miser­
emini resipiscentes ('8taKpivoµtvovs), hos autem seruate de igne 
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rapientes in timore." (d) Jerome, Ezek. 18, "et alios quidem de 
igne rapite, aliorum uero qui iudicantur miseremini" (oi:\s JJ,EV EK 
1rvpos ap1r1flere, oi:\s BE BtaKplYOJJ,£VOVS V,EEtTE). (e) The Bodleian 
Syriac, "et quosdam de illis quidem ex igne rapite, cum autem resi­
puerint miseremini super eis in timore" ( oi:\s fLEV EK 1rvpos ap1r1i(ere, 
BtaKpwop,ivovs Be D,HlTE EV cf,6/3,p ). Those which make three clauses 
are-(a) A, oi:\s JJ,EV Eil.£YXET£ BiaKptvop,evovs, oi:\s BE <T6J,£T£ EK 1rvpos 
ap1r1i(ovns, oi:\s BE EAHlTE EV cf,6(3,p: so the Vulgate, Cassiodorus, and 
Theophylact. (b) ~, oi:\s JJ,EV EAEO.T£ BtaKplYop,lvovs, oi:\s Be <r6J(£T£ EK 
1rvpos ap1r1flovns, oi:\s Be E/1.£0.TE EV cf,6(3,p. Between the ~WO classes 
stands B, oi:\s JJ,EV EAEO.T£ BtaKplYOJJ,£VOVS <r6J(ET£ EK. 7rVpos ap1r1i(ovns, 
oi:\s Se Ell.ear£ lv cf,6(3,p. This text of B cannot be correct. If we 
translate "those, whom you pity when they dispute, save and snatch 
from the fire, but some pity in fear," we must give oi:\s p,lv one 
sense and oi:\s al another, which must be wrong. It is clear that 
the scribe of B has either omitted oi:\s al before <rtiJCen, in which 
case he agrees with ~, or wrongly inserted EA£o.re BiaKpivop,lvovs. 
The confusion is clearly very ancient. 

Most of the textual critics and commentators, Lachmann, 
Tischendorf, Tregelles, Bruckner, Wiesinger, Schott, Keil, Alford, 
Spitta, adopt the text of A. Translate, "Some confute when they 
dispute, some save snatching them from fire, on some have mercy 
in fear." 

In this case we have BiaKpwop,lvovs used in that sense which is 
borne by the verb in ver. 9. This is. the proper sense of the verb, 
and it is hardly likely that Jude used it in any other. But is it 
possible that there were originally three clauses? in other words, 
can Jude be recommending three distinct courses of action towards 
three distinct classes of people? It is extremely difficult to dis­
tinguish thei;n. Who are the "some who dispute," who are neither 
to be saved nor pitied? Surely but two classes of opponents are 
in view. All would dispute, some would recant their error, some 
would not. The authority for three clauses is limited to A ~, the 
Vulgate, Armenian, and Aethiopic. 

Some follow the text of ~, reading EAEelT£ (l11.eo.n) for l11.eyxer£. 
Thus the R.V. renders, "On some have mercy who are in doubt; 
and some save, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have 
mercy with fear." This reading is supported by one MS. only, and 
compels us to give BiaKpfrE<r0ai a meaning which it bears in Matthew, 
Mark, Acts, Romans, James, but not in Jude. Again, the repetition 
of lAHlT"- is not in J ude's manner, and is objectionable in point of 
sense. Lastly, the difficulty about the three clauses still remains 

·unbroken. 
The Textus Receptus and A.V. follow KL P, translating, with 

Luther, "Of some have compassion making a difference; and others 
save with fear." But BiaKpiv6p,evoi cannot possibly have this mean-
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mg. We must certainly correct the nominative, and read SiaKpivo­
µivovs. 

Weiss adopts the text of B, upon which Westcott and Hort 
remark with justice that it "involves the incongruity that the first 
ois must be taken as a relative, and the first D\.Ea.n as indicative. 
Some primitive error evidently affects the passage. Perhaps the 
first iAEa.n, which is not represented in Syr-Bod Clem Hier is 
intrusive, and was inserted mechanically from the second clause." 

The knot of the whole difficulty is to be found in B, the text 
of which is either conflate or erroneous. The most probable solu­
tion is that the scribe of B, or of B's archetype, meant to give a 
two-clause text, that by accident he wrote down the second clause 
first and then corrected himself, but did not delete iAEa.T£ SiaKpivo­
µ,l.vovs, and fell into another slip by omitting the participle in the 
second clause. Out of the confused text thus produced arose the 
readings of A !:{. 

We may thus believe that there were originally but two clauses, 
but the order of these two is doubtful. We are left to choose be­
tween ons fLEV iAl.yxET£ (iAEElTE) 8iaKpivoµ,/.vovs, ons Se <rw(ETE £K 1rvpos 
apml(ovTEs iv <f,6(3cp, with KL P (corrected) C and the Peshito, and ofis 
fLEV <rw(ETE £K 1rvpos apmf(ovns, ofis Se 8iaKpwoµ,l.vovs £AEElT£ £V <f,6f3cp, 
which would fairly represent Clement, the Bodleian Syriac, and 
Jerome. If the ,J\/.yXET£ of C is the right reading, the former seems 
preferable, for " confutation" would naturally come first; otherwise, 
the latter, for "pity" would naturally come last. As ,AEEtTE is upon 
the whole the better attested, we may take our stand upon the latter. 

Translate then finally, " Some save, plucking them from fire ; 
some, who dispute, pity in fear." 'EK 1rvpos ap1ratovT£S is probably 
suggested by Amos iv. 1 r, KaTf.<TTpEtpa vµ,iis Ka0ws KaTf.<TTPEifEV b 
®Eos l68oµ,a Kat "f'6µ,oppa, Kat ,yl.vE<r0£ ws Sai\os ,tE<T7ra<rµ,l.vos EK 
1rvp6s: or by Zech. iii. 2, Kat £l7r£ Kvpios 1rpos T6V Sia/30Aov 'E1rm­
µ,~<rat Kvpios EV (T0t 8ia/30AE, Kat E7rlTlfL~<Tat Kvpws £V <TOt b £KAEtaµ,EVos 
T~V 'frpov<raA~fL • OVK iaov TOVTO ws 8ai\os ltE<T7ra<rµ,l.vos £K 1rvp6s; The 
former passage might well be recalled to St. Jude's mind by ver. 7, 
the latter by ver. 9. 'Ev <f,6(3cp, "in fear of contamination." "Pity 
them, yet fear, lest the same doom overtake yourselves." The faith 
once for all delivered to the saints, ver. 3, most holy, ver. 20, is the 
one way of salvation; those who reject it are rooted out, ver. I 2, 

and doomed to the fire. Cf. Mark xvi. 16, b 8.: am<rT~<ras (T0 
K'YJpvyµ,an) KarnKpi0~<rETal, We might possibly find here an argu­
ment in favour of the concluding verses of St. Mark's Gospel, which 
were rejected by ancient critics merely because the words ava<rTo.s 
Se 1rpwt 1rp<»TrJ <ra/3/36.TOv were thought to contradict those of St. 
11Iatthew, otpe Se <ra/3/3rfrwv, Ti) £7rl<pW<TKOV<TrJ ds µ,tav <ra/3/3,frwv. See 
Eusebius, Quaest. ad Marinum, and Victor, quoted by Tischendorf, 
eighth edition, p. 405. 
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p.Luounes XLT<7wa. "Hating even the tunic spotted by 
the flesh." St. Jude may be thinking of the garment that is infected 
with leprosy, Lev. xiii. 47, though the word there used is lµ,anov. 
The xmov was worn next to the skin, and therefore peculiarly liable 
to contamination. All contact with these moral lepers was to be 
arnided. Dr. Chase, however, finds here an allusion to the "filthy 
garments," lµ,ana pV1rapa, of Joshua the high priest in Zech. iii. 3 ; 
and this explanation would be possible, if we could be sure that 
the figure of the brand plucked from the burning is borrowed 
from this chapter. It may be questioned whether St. Jude con­
templates only sorrowful avoidance of the company of these men, 
or actual excommunication (1 Cor. v. 5; 1 Tim. i. 20), but his 
language is very strong. 

24. T~ 8~ 8uvap.lv<:;> ••• il.ya>..>..LaueL. "Now to him that is able 
to guard you without stumbling, and to make you stand before 
the presence of His glory without blemish in exceeding joy." The 
dative depends upon the attribution implied in M~a, K,T.i\., in ver. 25; 
but as the attribution refers at once to past, present, and future, it 
is not possible to supply any definite verb. The doxology in Rom. 
xvi. 25 begins with the same words, T'fl i>E 8vvaµ,lvl/!: cf. also Eph. 
iii. 2 o. 'A-rrraC,novs, "surefooted," is used of a horse which does 
not stumble, Xen. Eq. i. 6, and of a good man who does not make 
moral stumbles, Epictetus, Frag. 62 ; M. Antoninus, v. 9. The 
word is probably suggested here by oli µ,~ -rrra{<r'YJTl -rroTe, 2 Pet. i. 10. 

:STTJ<rai, "to make you stand," is prob~bly more than "to present," 
though we may compare -rrapa<rT~<rat -oµ,Ss ay{ovs Kat dµ,wµ,ovs Kat 
aveyKi\1TOvS KaTEVW7rLOV avTov, Col. i. 22, or Acts vi. 6, otls (<TT'Y}<rav 
ivw-rrwv Twv a-rrocrr6i\wv. But we seem to have here the notion of 
standing in the judgment, cf. Eph. vi. 13. For 86~'YJS and ayai\-
i\iacrei, see I Pet. iv. 13· . 

25. K L P and the Textus Receptus insert crocf,fi? before ®ei, 
probably from Rom. xvi. 27; the same MSS. make the same 
addition in I Tim. i. 17. K P and Oecumenius omit Sia 'I'Y}rrov 
Xpicrrov Tov Kvp{ov ~µ,wv: the clause, though so familiar in the late 
doxologies, is found only here, Rom. xvi. 27, and (in substance 
though not exactly in form) 1 Pet. iv. 11, and may possibly have 
been inserted with crocf,i from Romans. On the other hand, 
Jude may be quoting Romans, or both St. Paul and St. Jude may 
be using a current form. K P again omit -rrpo -rraVTos rov alwvos. 
These words remind us of the later "ut erat in principio," and are 
not found in any · other apostolic doxology. ~, three cursives, 
and the Coptic omit -rravras. L, four cursives, and some Latin 
MSS. have aiwvas rwv alwvwv. Two cursives and Cassiodorus omit 
ap,1v, The text has clearly been affected by liturgical influence. 

p.ov<:;> ee~ uw~pL ~p.wv. :Sw~p is used of God eight times in the 
New Testament, Luke i. 47; 1 Tim. i. 1, ii. 3, iv. 10; Tit. i. 3, 
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ii. ro, iii. 4, and here. Of these instances six are in the Pastoral 
Epistles. The word is used of Christ in fifteen places, of which 
five are in 2 Peter, five in Luke, John and Acts, one in Philippians, 
four in the Pastoral Epistles. Both uses are found in the ancient 
Hebrew documents used by St. Luke (i. 47, ii. r r). For µ,6vo, 
®£6, see John v. 44, B6tav 7rapa aM~.\wv .\aµ/30.vovn,, Kat T~V B6tav 
-r~v 7rapa -rov µ6vov ®wv ov l'YJn'ih, where, in spite of the antithesis 
to 7rapa aM~.\wv, the words appear to mean "the only God "; 
Rom. xvi. 27, µ,6vCJ,? uorf>ci! ®r0, "to the only wise God"; here the 
first attribute qualifies the second, "to God who alone is wise " ; 
1 Tim. i. 17, µ6v".! ®€!ii, "the only God," "who alone is God." In 
the present passage it is open to question whether Jude means "to 
the only God," or "to God alone," but the commentators seem to 
be unanimous in preferring the former rendering. "The only 
God " is, as Spitta points out, an expression directed against the 
polytheism of the Gentiles. A close parallel in sense is to be 
found I Tim. vi. 15, 16. We must take such passages in con­
nexion with others such as John i. 1; Rom. ix. 5; 2 Pet. i. 1; Jude 
4, 21, or the doxologies addressed to Christ, or the uses of Kvpw, 
or of ':z,w-r~p. 

Kiihl, Schott, von Soden, Spitta connect <rw-r~pi with Bia 'I'YJ<rov 
Xpi<r-rov, "God who is our Saviour through Jesus Christ," but this 
construction is unexampled and barely possible; we should have 
expected -r<i> u6Juavn -rjµas. The use of Bia in the doxologies is 
strongly in favour of transiating, "Glory to God through Jesus 
Christ." 

Sofa is ascribed to God or Christ in all the doxologies except 
1 Tim. vi. 16: µrya.\wuvv'YJ (a late word which occurs also in Heb. 
i. 3, viii. 1, and several times in Enoch, v. 4, 9, xii. 3, xiv. 16; see 
Dr. Chase's article on Jude in Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible) 
only here; for Kpa-ro, see I Tim. vi. 16; 1 Pet. iv. 1 r, v. r r; Apoc. 
i. 6, v. r3. Compare the doxologies of Clement of Rome and of 
the Martyrium Polycarpi given in the Introduction. 'Etovu{a, 
which generally signifies subordinate and delegated authority, is 
used of the power of God, Luke xii. 5 ; Acts i. 7. Ilpo 7rav-ro, TOV 

alwvo,. " Before all eternity " glory was to God through Jesus 
Christ, and "now " is, and "to all the eternities" will be. Words 
could hardly express more clearly Jude's belief in the pre-existence 
and eternity of Christ. 

«l.p.~v. See note on 1 Pet. iv. 1 r. 
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I. SUBJECTS AND NAMES. 

(The names of modern scholars and commentators are not inciuded.) 

Abraham, his significance to St. Peter, 
42, u5. 

Abstract nouns, plural of, 225. 
Acceptable, 143. 
Acts, date of, 87. 

of Paul and Thecla, 243. 
Adam, prophecies of, 215. 
Address of I Peter; Dr. Harnack's 

view, 78. 
Heathen and Christian types of, 

88. 
Adoptianism, 35. 
Advent, Christians forbidden to fix a 

date for the Second, 43, 45, 47. 
Agape at Antioch, 62. 

dismissed before dark, 282. 
Aidan assisted by King Oswald as in­

terpreter, 6. 
Alexander, a Montanist, condemned 

for brigandage, 177. 
Alexandria, Jewish poets at, 227. 

was Jude written at? 320. 
Allegorism, 265. 
Alphaeus, 319. 
Amen, use of, by our Lord and in 

liturgical formulae, I 76, 344. 
Andronicus and Junia, 65. 
Angels, 166, 221, 274, 279, 328. 
Anthologies of Messianic prophecy, 20. 

of Greek poets, 227. 
Antinomians, v, 238, 315. 
Antioch, Paul goes up from Antioch to 

Jerusalem, 58. 
Peter at, 59. 
synagogue at, 7 I. 
two churches at, 44, 62. 

Antioch, dispute between Peter am: 
Paul at, 62. 

prophets at, 44. 
Antiochenes fond of nicknames, 179. 
Aorist imperative, 4, 142. 

indicative, I II, 153. 
participle, 161, 267, 299. 
subjunctive, 170. 

Apocalypse of John, 22, 28, 76. 
of Peter, in Muratorianum, 14. 
tinged by reminiscences of Virgil, 

207. 
probably composed in the West, 

209, 243. 
of Baruch, 76. 

Apocrypha, Biblical, well known 'to 
Peter, 3. 

Apokryphenscheu, supposed, in I Peter, 
222, 275. 

Apollos party at Corinth, 64. 
Apostle, as description and as title, 64. 

use of the title in 2 Peter, 290. 
Jude not an Apostle, 306, 314. 

Apostolic, as title of Epistles, I, 245. 
Aquila, 19, 93, 132, 269. 
Arabia, St. Paul's retirement to, 56. 

Churches in Arabia which had no 
presbyters, 186. 

Archangels, III, 28o. 
Archontics, 239. 
Aristotle, met a Jew in Asia, 70. 

on colour, 268. 
on habits of swine, 287. 
on nature of happiness, 258. 
on short-sight, 259. 
on value of external goods, 257. 
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Ark of Noah, 164, 
Article, use of, in l and 2 Peter, 4, 225. 

omitted with single nouns that 
may be regarded almost as 
proper names, Kvp,os, 124 ; 
'YPa<f,r,, 130. 

with noun coupled with another 
noun in attribution, d'YtalJ'µ,os 
llvevµ,aros, 92; Xfryos 0eo0, 123; 
M-yia 0eo0, 174. 

with noun and adjective, ll-ywv 
llvev/La, II l ; 7r0tKiA7J xap,s, l 7 4; 
apxafos K61J'µ,os, 225. 

Ascension, its significance to St. Peter 
and to St. Paul, 55, 91. 

Asceticism among Gnostics, 239. 
Asia, 6o, 68, 73. 

Jews in Asia Minor, 70. 
Christians in Asia Minor, 72, 74. 
St. Paul forbidden to preach in, 73. 
Antinomians in, 245. 

Assumption of Moses, 120, 217, 222, 
282, 285, 306, 310, 3u, 331, 337, 
339. 

Atonement, connected with Blood of 
Christ, 93. 

with sinlessness of Christ and 
Lamb, 119. 

with ideas of Ransom and Buying, 
u8, 234. 

of Sin-offering and Example, 145, 
147, 159. 

Authority, conception of, in Pauline 
and Petrine Epistles, 42. 

Authorities, Angels of, 166. 
Auxiliaries, use of, in vulgar Greek, 

187, 263. 
Avarice charged against Gnostics and 

Montanists, 273. 
Azazel, 275. 

Babes, in Peter, Paul, and Hebrews, 
42, 125, 127. 

Babylon, 22, 75, 197. 
Balaam, type of covetousness, 283. 

of uncleanness, 332. 
Baptism, in Pastoral Epp., 21. 

in 1 Peter, 41, 49. 
Apostles did not baptize, 65. 
of proselytes, 71. 
regeneration in, 99. 
different figures for, 164. 
in 2 Peter, 234. 
repentance after, 26o. 

Barnabas, 57 sqq., 65, 80. 
Epistle of, quotes St. Matthe.v's 

Gospel as Scripture, 241. 

Basilides, pupil of Glaucias the inter-
preter of Peter, 5, 12. 

Baucalis, church of, at Alexandria, 83. 
Baur, 34, 246. 
Bede, 6. 
Benediction of God, 16, 96. 
Bereshith Rabba, 163, 276. 
Bernice, 168. 
Bishop, as description and as title, 21, 

49, 150, 185. 
bishops of Jerusalem, 319 sq. 

Bithynia, 68, 73. 
Blindness, cure of, by vicarious suffer-

ing, 133. 
Blood of Christ, 93, II9. 
Blood-soul, the, 94. 
Body, the One, figure not used by 

Peter, 18, 20. 
Boycotting, against the Roman law, 

27, 137. 
Brethren of Lord, known at Corinth, 

60. 
older than our Lord, 315, 317. 

Bristol, in Fox's time like Corinth, 
46. 

Brotherhood, 49. 
Butler, Bishop, 3i, 254, 258. 
Buying, idea of, in doctrine of Atone­

ment, II8, 234, 272. 

Caesar, a human institution, 139. 
Caesarea, prophets at, 44. 

St. Peter at, 55. 
Cain, type of murderer not of sceptic, 

222, 232. 
Cairo, Old, 75. 
Calling, 90, II4, 234, 253, 261. 
Canon, ofN.T., 302. 

Canon Law, 55, 6r. 
Canonic, as title of Epistles, 2. 
Cappadocia, 68. 
Carlstadt, 315. 
Carpocrates, 239. 

nature of his doctrine, 312. 
Casuistry, not found in N. T., 142. 
Catechism, 127. 
Catholic Epistles, not addressed to 

church at large, 2, 238, 321. 
their treatment in the Muratori­

anum, 14. 
and in the Peshito, 245. 

Cephas, meaning of the name, 54, 89. 
Chiliasm, 214, 295. 
Christian vocabulary, 3. 

origin, form and date of the name, 
35, 49, 179. 

Christology, 35, 109, 158, 235. 



I. SUBJECTS AND NAMES 347 

Church, word not used in Peter, 3. 
nor in its technical sense in 

Hebrews, 48. 
Chrysis, 267. 
Cicero, 137, 144. 
Circunicision, dispute concerning, 41, 

57. 
Cities of Plain, 221, 276, 329. 
Collection, the great, 6 I. 
Collections of Epistles, 240. 
Commandment, used in the singular 

for the whole moral law, 287. 
Compromise made by Council of Jeru-

salem, 63. 
Conduct, good, 38, 
Conscience, 144. 
Conservatism of St. Peter, 41, 49. 
Constantine, Novatians and Mon-

tanists in reign of, 185. 
Continuity, 37, 42, 153. 
Conversion of St. Paul, 53. 

character of sudden conversions, 
46. 

Conviction, its relation to faith, 39. 
Corinth, prophecy at, 45. 

probably visited by St. Peter, 59. 
parties at, 61, 64. 

Corrupt text of 2 Peter, 211. 
Court, the Imperial, 84. 
Crimean Inscriptions, 70. 
Criminal, not sharply distinguished 

from immoral in Roman law, 140. 
Criticism, method of ancient, 245. 
Crown, 189. 
Ctesiphon, Jews at, 75. 
Cyprus, Sr. 

Day of the Lord, 295 sq. 
Rabbinic opinions as to its dura-

tion, 213. 
of Judgment, 209, 278, 295, 296. 
of Christ, 296. 
of Visitation, I 38. 
great Day, 329. 
of Eternity, 304. 

Deacon, not mentioned by Peter, 49. 
Dead Sea, 277. 
Decree of Jerusalem, first monument 

of Canon Law, 55. 
St. Paul's attitude towards it, 

61. 
a compromise, 63. 
probably mark of the l'etrine party 

at Corinth, 64, 66. 
Deliverance, 102. 
Deluge, a type of Baptism, 164. 

an instance of judgment, 176. 

· Deluge, does Peter mean that the whole 
universe was destroyed? 293 sq. 

Demand, the Baptismal, 165. 
Demiurge, the Gnostic, 239. 
Demons, delight in blood, 94. 
Demoniacal possession, 5 I. 
Deposits, sacredness of, 182. 
Descensus ad Inferos, 10, 11, 13, 163, 

170. 
Devil, author of persecution, r 92. 

dispute with Michael, 217, 331. 
his sin, 329. 
worship of devils, 137. · 

Diaspora, 67 sqq. 
Dickens, Charles, falls occasionally into 

blank verse, 228. 
Different types of Christianity, 50. 
Disciplinarianism, viii, 37, 48, 74, 234, 
· andpassim. 
Divine Right of kings, idea not to be 

found in Peter, r 39 sq. 
Divorce, how treated by St. Peter and 

by St. Paul, 43. 
Docetism, 243. 
Doxology, Hebrew type of, 96. 

Christian types, 175, 195, 304, 
343. 

Dualism of Epiphanes, 312. 
constant trait of Gnosticism, 239. 

Dudael, 275. 

Ebionites, 245. 
Ecstasy, the form of prophecy, 46, 5 r. 
Egypt, Babylon in, 75. 

tomb of St. Mark, 83. 
Barnabas in, 83. 
2 Peter thought to have been 

written in, 2n. 
Elder, see Presbyter. 
Election, 90, 234, 261. 
Element, 293, 296. 
Eli, Eli, the cry from the Cross, 243. 
Elkesaites, 245. 

: Empedocles, 94. 
; End, ro2, 172, 235 ; see Advent, 

Eschatology, Revelation, Signs. 
Enoch, the Book of, 111, 163, 166, 

294, 299, 309. 
Enthusiasm, 46. 
Epicharmus, 191. 
Epictetus, 136, 177. 
Epiphanes, 312. 
Epistles, collections of, 241, 301. 
Eschatology, favourite theme of pro 

phecy, 47. 
Etacisrn, 180. 
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Eternity, day of, 304. 
of creation, 240, 292. 

Eucharist, 49, 95. 
Eupolemus of Alexandria, 16. 
Evangelicalism of St. Peter, 39, 40. 
Exaltation of Christ, 121. 
Expectancy, characteristic trait of St. 

Peter, 39, 55, 100. 
Exultation in the midst of suffering, 

102 sqq. 
in the Revelation, 176. 

Ezekiel of Alexandria, 227. 

Faith, Pauline and Petrine view of, 38. 
in I Peter, 101, 193. 
in 2 Peter, 234, 257. 
in Jude, 325. 

Father, God and Father of Jesus Christ, 
36, 96. 

our Father, I 16. 
St. Peter probably a father, 54, 243. 
See also 235, 266. 

Fatherly jurisdiction of Roman magis­
trates, 140. 

temper of St. Peter, 6. 
Fear, a disciplinarian idea, 37. 

of God, II7, 142, 234. 
Fire, destruction of the world by, 214. 
Flesh, hardly bears an ethical sense in 

I Peter, 40. 
ethical sense of the word derived 

from the Stoics, 136. 
Foreknowledge, 91, 120, 133. 
Forgery, beginning and end of I Peter 

supposed to be a, 79. 
difficulty of, 2 33. 
Pauline Epistles forged, 240. 
ancient forgeries, 242. 
Petrine forgeries, 243. 
possibly suggested by 2 Pet. i. 

15, 215, 265. 
Fox, George, 37, 46, 286. 
Freedom, differently understood by 

St. Paul, St. Peter, the author of 
Hebrews, and the Antinomians, 42, 
74, 141, 286. 

Gabriel, the archangel, II 2, 280. 
Galatia, 68. 
Galilaean dialect of St. Peter, 5. 
Galilee, not under the jurisdiction of 

the Sanhedrin, 2 5. 
Garland, 178, 189. 
Gentile churches, 62, 72. 

admission of the Gentiles into the 
Church differently regarded by St. 
Peter and St. Paul, 42, 91, 101. 

1 Ghost, denotes personality, 40. 
the Holy G., 109, 152, 235. 
ghost of man, 40, 161. 

Glaucias, said to have been employed 
as interpreter by Peter, 5, 12. 

Glaucus, son of Epicydes, 182. 
Glory, the Spirit of, 39, I 77. 

Revelation of, 176, 187. 
of the Transfiguration, 2 54, 266. 
a paraphrase for God, 266. 
glory and suffering, 101, 177. 

Gnostics, in Hayti, vi. 
belonged to the half - educated 

middle class, 339. 
rejected Fear as a motive, u7. 
Gnostic controversy strengthened 

the hierarchy, 233. 
sects of, 239. 
tampered with Scripture, 242. 

Goodness of God, 115. 
Gorgippia, 70. 
Gospel, relation of I Peter to the 

Gospels, 23, 49, 187 
of 2 Peter, 230. 
essence of the, 101. 
preached to the dead, 162, I 70. 
St. Paul's knowledge of, 53. 
of St. Mark, 82, 206, 213. 
of St. Matthew quoted as Scrip-

ture in Barnabas, 241. 
date of St. Luke's, 98. 
of Hebrews, 243. 
of Peter, 243, 248. 

Grace, different conceptions of, 37, 39. 
not same as Light, 42. 
use of the word, 143. 

Greek, vulgar, vi, 3, 105, 108, and 
notes passim. 

poets quoted in N. T., 141, 227. 
Growth of Christian excellence, 257. 

Harmonising, danger of, 34. 
Harrowing of Hell, see Descensus ad 

Inferos. 
Hayti, Gnosticism in, vi. 
Heavens, the seven, 292. 
Hehraisms, 3, u2, 113, 168, 223, 338. 
Heresy, 271. 
Hermas, nature and tests of prophecy 

in, 44, 47• 
Hierarchy, strengthened by Gnostic 

controversy, 233. 
the angelic, 166, 279. 

Hippolytus, Canons of, 282. 
Hiram of Tyre, 16. 
Holiness, Ritschl's view of, n5. 

imparted by the Spirit, 92. 
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Holy, epithet of Ghost, 1 II. 
of Christians, 43, 217, 3n. 
of prophets, 270. 

Homer, author of Apocalypse of Peter 
acquainted with, 207. 

Homerism, 228, 283. 
Hope, importance of, in 1 Peter, 39, 

IOO, 

not in 2 Peter, 235. 
Horace, 137. 
Hospitality, 173. 
Humility, a beautiful robe, 191, 

Iambic rhythm in 2 Peter, 227. 
Idolatry amongst Jews, 169. 
Ignatius, a prophet, 47, 50. 
Ignorance, 24, 114. 

how cured, 133. 
Immanence, a mystic idea, 37, 39, 41. 
Imputation, doctrine of, not in Peter, 

41. 
Incarnation, Ruprecht's view of the, 

93. 
Inheritance, roo. 
Inherited sin, 41, 234. 
Inner Light, 37 ; see Grace, Freedom, 

Prophecy. 
Inns, little used in apostolic times, 

173. 
Interpolation, 216. 
Interpreter, office of the, 5. 

St. Peter used an, 5. 
possibly more than one, 199, 247. 
Josephus used Greek scholars to 

correct his style, 6. 
prophecy needs an, 269. 

Intoxication of false prophecy, II2. 
Irving, 240. 

James, St., 52, 58, 62, 65, 317. 
Epistle of, 23, I04, 125, 173, 301. 

Jerusalem, destruction of, 76, 314. 
bishops of, 319. 

Jews, lax morality of, 168. 
idolatry not unknown amongst, 

169. 
J oppa, some suppose 1 Peter to have 

been written from, 7 5. 
Josephus used interpreters, 6. 

quoted book of Adam, 215. 
on destruction of the Five Cities, 

2 77, 
Jubilees, Book of, rr7, 166. 
J udaisers, 58, 246. 
Judgment, day of, 209, 235, 278, 295, 

296. 
Juvenal, 137. 

King, used of Caesar in the East, 139. 
Kingdom of God, 23. 

of Christ, 262. 
Kiss, 197. 
Knowledge, in St. Paul a mystic 

phrase, 46, 47. 
not so in Peter, 154, 258, 303. 

Lamb, u9. 
Last time, !02; see Day, End, Perse-

cution. 
Laud, William, a disciplinarian, 37. 
Law, William, 53. · 
Law, Pauline and Petrine views of 

the, 41. 
dispute about the, 60. 
doctrine of Epiphanes, 312; see 

Freedom. 
Legion, my name is, 51. 
Leptogenesis, 2IO. 
Letter, not contrasted with spirit by 

Peter, 40. 
Light, the inner, 37. 

grace not light, 42. 
Livia, the columbarium of, 83. 
Lord, use of the title in the N.T., 97. 

in I Peter 124, 127, 158. 
in 2 Peter, 236. 
in Jude, 327, 328, 340. 
Lord's Prayer, II7, 298. 

Luke, .date of his Gospel, 98. 

Macrinus, the Emperor, his opinion of 
rescripts, 32. 

Maran, Mari, 97. 
Marcion taught that the Patriarchs were 

not saved, 13. 
Mark, 63, 74, 80; see Gospel. 
Marriage, 17, 43, 77. 
Menander, 141, 227. 
Mercy, 99, 340. 
Milk, the food of babes, 43, 125. 
Millennium, 240; see Chiliasm. 
Miltiades, 5 r. 
Mission, the Pontic, 69, 74. 

the Antiochene, 44. 
Mockers, the, in 2 Peter, 216, 223, 

291, 292. 
Monnica, 151, 153. 
Most High God, of Christ, 9. 

in Crimean Inscriptions, 70. 
Miinzer, 315. 
lliuratorianum, 14. 
Mystical names for places, 76. 
Mysticism, viii, 37. 
Myth, different senses of the word, 

265. 
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Name, Christians persecuted for the, 29. 
above every name, 99. 
of Christ, l 76. 

N azoraean, a Jewish nickname, 35, l 79, 
271. 

Nebuchadnezzar, 76. 
Neoplatonism, 138, 160. 
Nero, persecution of, 28. 
Noah, 10, 13, 229, 276. 

Obedience, 39, 92, l 13. 
Ocel!us Lucanus taught eternity of 

creation probably before time of 
Peter, 240. 

Optative mood, 157, 159. 
Oracles, the Sibylline, 76, 205, 214, 

242, 297. 
or My,a, in the sense of "Scrip­

ture," 174. 
Order of books in the N.T., 2. 
Oswald, King, helped Aidan as inter-

preter, 6. 
Our God, 221 1 251. 

Pamphylia, 69, 73. 
Participle, coupled with verb requiring 

different construction, 105, l 38. 
Paschal Lamb, rr9. 
Paul, his education, conversion, visions, 

52 , 53. 
in Arabia, 56. 
his first visit to Jerusalem, 56. 
the second, 57 ; the third, 58. 
meeting with Peter at Antioch, 62. 
when recognised as Apostle? 64. 
extent of his labours in Asia, 73. 
Paul and Mark, 81 ; and Sil-

vanus, 85. 
his persecutions, 25. 
his encouragement of prophecy, 45. 
his difference from Peter not dog, 

matic, 35 ; but practical, 37. 
mentioned in 2 Peter, 241, 299. 

Pauline Epistles, forged in the Apostle's 
own lifetime, 240 ; regarded as 
Scripture, 241 ; collected, 241. 

words in Jude, 3rr. 
Payment of clergy, 188. 

of prophets, 51, 274 
Perpetua, 47, 146. 
Persecution in N.T., 25. 

Nero's, 28. 
Trajan's, 30. 
caused by the devil, 192. 

Peshito, 13, 245. 
Peter probably used an interpreter, 5. 

possibly more than one, 199, 247. 

Peter, personal traits in his style, 6. 
especially repetition of words, 225. 
his life, name, character, training, 

54. 
agreed with St. Paul in dogma, 

35, 67. 
differed from him as disciplinarian 

from mystic, 37. 
more evangelical than St. Paul, 

23, 39, 49. 
does not speculate, 41, 262, 293. 
does not speak of Christian pro-

phecy, 43. 
personal relations with St. Paul, 54. 
at Antioch, 59. 
probably visited Corinth, 59, 621 

86. 
possibly Galatia, 86. 
at Rome, 76, So, 86. 
did not baptize with his own hands, 

65. 
his wife, 77 ; wife and daughter, 

243. 
his personal appearance, 243. 
relations with Mark and Silvanus, 

So, 84. 
death, 85. 

Petrine party at Corinth, 64. 
Pharisaic mystics, 52, 322. 
Philo of Alexandria, 94, 127, 128, 240. 
Phrenix described by Ezekiel, 227. 
Phrases as marks of date, 2 II. 

Pilgrimage, 6, 90. 
Planets, 307, 31 r. 
Pliny, despatch of, to Trajan, 29. 
Plotinus, 149, 160. 
Plutarch, l 36. 
Polycarp, how he became a prophet, 50. 
Fontus, 68. 
Portraits of Christ, 243. 

verbal portraits of Peter and of 
Paul, 243. 

Possession, of heathen prophecy, 51. 
Post-apostolic prophecy, 5 I ; see also 

Hermas. 
Predestination, I 33. 
Pre-existence of Christ, 1091 I 20. 
Presbyter, 49. 

in N. T. generally, 183. 
in synagogue, 184. 
exercised spiritual functions, 185, 

187. 
not necessarily a collegiate office, 

189. 
age only in a limited sense a 

qualification, 190. 
how related to bishops, 1501 185, 
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Priesthood, sacrificial, of the brother­
hood, 134. 

Prophet, in Gospels, 43. 
in Acts, 44. 
form and themes of prophecy, 45, 

50. 
not to be confounded with teacher, 

47. 
tests of false prophets, 5 r. 
his place in the Church, 184. 

Proselytes, 7 I. 
Proverbs, 228, 287. 

Rabbi, meaning of the title, 97. 
doctrines of the Rabbis, 94, r63, 

206, 213, 2r5, 293, 297, 298. 
scorn-names used by the Rabbis, 

283. 
Race, Christians a third, r 34. 
Ransom, u8, 120. 
Raphael, the archangel, r r2, 280. 
Redemption, l rS, 120. 
Regeneration, 21, 99, 122. 

in the Taurobolium and in Isis­
worship, 99. 

Repentance after Baptism, 260. 
Repetition of words in l and 2 Peter, 

225. 
Republican tendency of Peter, 139. 
Rescripts, effect of, 32. 
Resurrection, doctrine of the, 47, 12r, 

181, 240, 301. 
Revelation, the form of prophecy, 46, 

58. 
of Glory, l 76, 187. 
of Jesus Christ, II 2. 
related to study and discovery, 

108. 
Revels, nature of conversation at, 168. 
Rhythm, iambic, in 2 Peter, 227. 
Righteousness of God, rr5, 250, 252. 

of man, 41, 157, 181, 276. 
Ritschl, Albrecht, 34, u5. 
Rome, meant by Babylon, 76. 

St. Peter in, So, 87. 
Apocalypse of Peter probably 

written in, 209. 

Sabellianism, 35, 99. 
Sacrifice of Christ, 95, 145, 147, 159. 

of the Church, l 29. 
Saints, 43, 325. 
Salvation, see Deliverance. 
Sanctification, 92. 
Sanhedrin, its constitution and juris­

diction, 25, 184. 
St. Paul not a member of the, 52. 

Sarah, 229. 
Saviour, 236, 251, 344. 
Scillitan martyrs, 33, 241. 
Scripture, pattern for Christian con­

versation, 43, 17 4. 
degrees of inspiration in, 241. 
needs an interpreter, 270. 

Severians, 239. 
Shepherd, of Christ, 43, 149. 

of Christian pastor, 43, 187. 
Signs of the End, 172. 

St. Peter not interested. in, 295. 
Silas, Sili, Silvanus, 84. 
Silo, the agricultural term, 274. 
Simon Magus, 51, 66. 
Sin, inherited, 41. 
Sinlessness of Christ, II 9. 
Sin-offering, 145, 147, 159. 
Slave of Christ, 249. 
Socinianism, 160. 
Son of Man, 23. 
Soul, 40, 3u. 
Spirit, 40 ; see Ghost. 
Sprinkling, 92. 
Stars, 223, 297, 328, 335. 
Stoics, 38, 52, 136, 257. 
Stratonicean Inscription, 257. 
Suetonius, 137. 
Suffering and glory the essence of the 

gospel, l IO. 
of Christ, 95, 160. 
value of the believer's sufferings 

for himself, 167. 
for others, 138, I 77. 
a sign that the last time has begun, 

181. 
work of the devil, 192. 

Superlative, use of the, 255, 340. 

Tacitus, r37. 
Talitha cumi, 89. 
Tarsus, 52, 57, 67. 
Taurobolium, 99. 
Teacher, not t;:; be identified with 

prophet, 47. 
Temptation, 40, 103, 278. 
Ten words of creation, 293. 
Theodotion, 19, 93, 132. 
Third race, the Christians a, l 34. 
Thymele, 83. 
Trajan, his correspondence with Pliny, 

29. 
Transcendence of God, a leading 

disciplinarian idea, 37, 41. 
Transfiguration, 23 I. 
Trinity, the Holy, 91, 235. 
TUbingen School, 34, 246. 
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Type, 164-
Tyre, prophets at, 44-

Vatinius, 137. 
Vaudoux, vi. 
Vengeance, when a duty, 140. 
Vespasian, 76. 
Virgil, influence of, on the author of 

the Apocalypse of Peter, 207. 

Virtue, 134, 234, 254, 258. 
Visitation of God, 138. 
Visions of St. Paul, 53. 

of St. Peter, 55. 
of prophets, 47, 50. 

Vulgar Greek, vi, 3, 105, 108. 

Wesley, John, 42, 286. 
Works, good, 38, 322. 

JI. LATIN WORDS AND PHRASES. 

alieni speculator, I 78. 
arbiter testamenti, 33 I. 
benedictus, benedicendus, 96. 
christianus, 137, 
coerci'tio, 30. 
cognitio, 31. 
comissari, I 68. 
conscientia, 144. 
contumacia, 30. 
conuersatio, n6, 
cultus, 152. 
de piano, 140, 
decur, 83. 
dies irae, 215, 
effundi in, 332. 
elementum, 297, 
familia, famuli, 142, 
jlagitia, 29, 31, 137. 
hereditas, 100. 
histrio, 178. 
hoe nomine, 180, 
hones/us, 136. 
iudex damnatur cum nocens absoluitur, 

160. 

Zeno, 178. 
magnalia, 135. 
manu tentans, 260. 
mathematicus, 178, 
mediae, 200. 
mundus, 152. 
nomen ipsum, 29 sq, 
occultus, 51. 
ornatus, 152. 
patrimonium, roo. 
ponentesfaciem deorsum, 51. 
praestolantes, 307. 
renatus, 99. 
rex, 140. 
sacer, sanctus, 122, 134- , 
salutaris, 50. 
sane, 14. 
somnium, 330. 
Sultani et simm., 179, 
taurobolium, 99. 
tempestiua conuiuia, 282. 
ustio, 12. 

III. GREEK WORDS AND PHRASES. 

,J,"J,.'/l.orp,oe1rl<TK01ros, 177, 
aµ,apavrivos, 189. 
aµ,aprla, 41, 
aµ,116s, n9. 
ll,µ,wµ,os, ll,o-1r,'/\os, II9, 
ll,11, .5. 
a11a-yev11a11, 99. 
ava</>fpe,11, 147. 
aPaXV<TLS, 169. 

a11rlrv1ro11, 164. 
ll,vw0ev, 99. 
a1ro-yl-y11e<T0a,, 148. 
a1ro'/\vrpW<TLS, l 18, 
aperfJ, aperal, 135, 254. 

{Jao-l'/1.ewv, I 34, 
{Jaa-,'/1.evs, 139. 
{Jtw<Ta<, l 67. 
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-y,D,a, 127. 
')'Pw<m, 154, 258, 303. 
')'paµµa, 40. 

-01&,, 5, 163, 195, 293. 
-0,d/30>..os, 192. 
-0ia,cplvea-Oa1, 33 l, 340. 
Ot&.voia, 4 I. 
-00,clµ,ov, 103. 

£')'Koµf3ofJa-Oa1, 190. 
iOvos, 134. 
ei/Jws, construction of, 194. 
ds, 100, 196. 
i"/\1rl!;e1v, II2, 153. 
€P Xp,a-T~, 159, 198. 
€PPOLa, 41. 
i~!paµa, 288. 
i~ovcrla, 17, 21, 166. 
£7repwn7µ,a, 165. 
i1r1/Jvµla, 41. 

. €7rLKa"/\vµµa, l4I. 
i1rla-Ko1ros, 49, 150, 188. 
i1r1Te"/\eta-Oa1, 194. 
ipawav, 107. 
ev"/\oyriT6s, 16, 96. 
evpeOf'Jva,, ro4. 

7/')'€/J,WP, 140. 

Oeµ,s, 169. 
Op6vo,, 17. 

rows, 150, 254, 269, 291, 303. 
lepeus, 134. 
fva, 4. 

,ca,pbs, 102, 192. 
xa,cla, 125. 
KaK07rOL6s, 136, 140. 
Ka"/\e,v, 114. 
,ca"/\61ru1v, 173. 
Karn/30"/\r,, 120. 
KaV<TOVfl,€POS, 297. 
,c"/\f'Jpo,, 188. 
KA71povoµla, 100. 
K6crµos, 40, 152, 193, 294. 
Kvpia, 77. 
Kvp,os, 97, 124, 127, 158. 

M-y,a, 174. 
. "/\o-yl!;ea-Oa,, 195. 
M-yov /5,/56va,, a1ro/5,/56va,, I 70. 
AVTpov, II8. 

23 

µad1.p1os, 157. 
µapTVS, 78, 186. 
µ-fi, ro5. 

Na!;wpaws, 35. 

~evl!;ea-Oa,, 169, l 76. 
~11)\ov, 147. 

6voµa, 176, 180. 
ov, ro5. 

1rapa/5106va1, 146. 
1rapa8-fi,c71, 182. 
1rapaKIJ1T'T€LV, I I I. 

1rape1cre/5671crav, 325. 
1rapfra-Taa-1s, 5 I. 
1rapoi,cla, u8. 
1re1pacrµ,6s, 103. 
1r<pl, 145, 159. 
7r€PL€XELP, 130. 
1rlcrns, 38, 122, 193. 
7rLa-T6s, 121 • 
1rvefJµa, 40, 92, 109, I II, 128, 152. 
1ro1µ-fiv, 149, 187. 
1rpecr/311upos, 182, 190. 
1rpoµapTvp<a-8a1, ro7. 

paPTL<Tµa, -µ6s, 7, 92• 

era~, 40, 136. 
<TKEVOS, 154. 
crvvel/571cr1s, 144. 
crw!;e,v, <TWT71pla, IOI. 

rnxV"fpdq,os, 6. 
TplTov -ylvos, 134. 

v1rep, 145, 159. 
u1r71pfr71s, So. 
Vif;ia-Tos 0e6s, 9, 70. 
v1ro-ypaµ,µ6s, 145. 
v1ro-ypaq,e11s, 5. 
()7ro)\1µ1raveiv, 145. 

q,1)\a/Je)\q,1a, 123. 
,p,M~evos, 173. 
,p,µow, 141. 

xalp€LP, 88. 
xap,s, 39, II3, 143, 155, 194. 
xap,crµa, 39, 173. 

if;vx-fi, if;vxi,c6s, 40, ro7, 149, 339 . 

ws, 4, 141, 154, 174, 176. 
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