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THE 

CHURCHMAN 
MARCH, 1886. 

ART. I.-FREE EDUCATION. 

THE agitation for Free Education, which failed so signally 
in 1870, can hardly be said to have achieved any con­

spicuous success in 1885. Mr. Gladstone pointed out the 
difficulties which beset the question-" difficulties which de­
mand, at any rate, grave consideration "-and expressly 
excluded it from his programme. The electors of the London 
School Board, looking at it, perhaps, from a ratepayer's point 
of view, pronounced very decidedly against it .. It is true that 
a considerable number of Liberal candidates, following the 
lead of the Bradford Conference, gave it a more or less hearty 
support; but this only served to bring into greater prominence 
the entire absence of any enthusiasm, and even of any demand 
for it on the part of the people. The whole agitation was 
forced, artificial-from above, and not from below. There could 
be no mistake, indeed, about the earnestness of Mr. Chamber­
lain, and l\lr. John Morley, and Mr. Jesse Collings. Their 
persistence gave the subject a prominence which there was 
nothing :else in the course of the elections to warrant. Put 
by Mr. Chamberlain in the forefront of his programme, offered 
as a boon-I will not say as a bribe-to the workinO" classes, 
and especially to the agricultural labourers, it failed altogether 
to arouse their interest; it hardly attracted their attention. 
I have heard and read almost innumerable explanations of 
the vote of the agricultural labourers. I do not remember to 
have met with one, either from Liberals, or Radicals, or Con­
servatives, which ascribed the slightest importance or eflect 
to the cry for Free Education. The Land question, and still 
more the question of Free Trade or Fair Trade, and in some 
parts of the country the question of Disestablishment, excited 
the strongest feeling on both sides, and were the turninD"­
points of many contests; but I do not suppose that anyone could 
point to a single election where the cry for Free Education 
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affected the result. It was recognised almost from the begin­
ning as being factitious-a cry of politicians, and not a want 
of the people. Here in Plymouth, as I write, we have just 
had a School Board election. There were four candidates who 
claimed to represent the working-classes. They were eager 
for economy; they complained of extravagance Im the build­
ing and fitting-up of schools ; they demanded the reduction 
of salaries; they were divided about religious instruction; but 
not one of them made a point of Free Education, nor at any 
of their meetings did there appear to be the least interest 
shown in the subject. It is the same in other parts of the 
country. But for Mr. Chamberlain and his friends, who are 
still striving laboriously to keep it alive, the agitation would 
soon die a natural death and be foro-otten. 

But the persistent efforts of such men as Mr. Chamberlain 
and Mr. John Morley cannot safely be ignored. Though they 
do not represent a popular movement, they may at least create 
it. It is necessary for us to be equally alert. Both as citizens 
and as Churchmen, we must bear in mind what this cry really 
means and what it involves, and lose no opportunity of making 
known the grave issues which lie under a proposal apparently 
so innocent. Fortunately its advocates have not attempted to 
conceal their ultimate object. Their programme in 1869-
the programme of the Birmingham Education League-was 
compulsory, free, secular education.1 Mr. John Morley, speak­
ing at Cambridge on the 29th of September last, said : " Of 
course I am one who believe that the question will not end 
with free schools. You must have your primary instruction 
not only easily accessible, but you must do other things when 
the time comes. You must first of all make it good and make 
it better t l1an it now is; and the second thing is, you must 
bring this whole scheme of popular instruction, which is mair_ily 
provided for out of the public purse, under popular and elective 
management." A few days later Mr. Chamberlain, speaking 
at Bradford on this same question of Free Education, went on 
to say: "The existence of sectarian schools supported by State 
grants is no doubt a very serious question in itself, and one 
which some day or other ought to receive consideration. 

1 The League adopted the word "unsectarian," but in answer to a 
member who complained of this, Mr. George Dixon, the chairman, _ex­
plained, "We do not use the word 'secular,' but we exclude all theological 
parts of religion, and I am sure that what is left is what even Mr. Dowson 
himself [the objector] would call' secular."' Mr. George Dawson, _Mr. 
Cremer, Professor Thorold Rogers, Mr. Holyoake, and others, plainly 
called their scheme of education "secular." l\Ir. Applegarth said, ''. I_t 18 

no use trying to mix up a national education with any portion of rehg10n, 
however small the dose." 





404 F1•ee Editcation. 

answer of the country to the offer of an unsoctarian, rate­
supported education. Two out of every three children in at­
tendance are attending volunt~ry schools. . ~emembering that 
the voluntary schools comprise the maJority of schools in 
country districts and in the poorer quarters of large towns 
and that their buildings and equipment are for the most part 
older and less complete than those of Board schools, and their 
teaching staff, for lack of means, often inferior, it cannot be 
said that they are inefficient or compare badly with the Board 
~chools! ~hen it app_ears t~at _the percentage of passes in read­
mg, writmg, and arithmetic m all voluntary schools in 1884 
was 83·89 against 85·47 in the Board schools.1 The voluntary 
schools are strong, therefore, in their results, and in the pos­
sesssion of the confidence of the country, and an immediate 
and direct attack upon them would not be likely to be suc­
cessful The attack, therefore, is to be made covertly, and 
evrn with an outward show of liberality. The proposal now 
made is to establish a system of Free (or rather tax-paid) 
Education by a grant from the national exchequer of a sum 
equivalent to the present amount of school fees in all elemen­
tary schools. The ostensible purpose of the proposal is, of 
course, to relieve the labourer from the payment of school­
pence, which Mr. Chamberlain, with his usual extravagance 
of language, describes as "an intolerable burden"-" a cruel 
and abominable tax." Let us see what relief the poor would 
really derive from such a measure. 

The amount of school-pence paid in all the elementary 
sr-hools in England and Wales in 1884 was £1,734,115, an 
increase of £74,372 upon the previous year. 2 It suits Mr. 
Chamberlain to describe this as a mere trifle. It is more than 
a quarter of the income of the schools from all sources. It 
is nearly double the amount now raised by rates throughout the 
country. It would add considerably more than half as much 
again to the present Government grant.3 It is a sum which, I 
venture to say, no Chancellor of the Exchequer would be 
willing to add to the annual taxation of the country without 
very urgent reason. And it does not include any provision 
for Scotland or Ireland, which, I presume, would demand to 
Le treated in the same manner; nor can it be taken to be the 
limit of the cost of such a measure even for England and 
\Vales, as the amount must be expected to increase annually 
with the increase of the number of children on the books and 
in average attendance. But it is quite impossible to supp?se 
that the addition to the national expenditure would end with 

1 "Report of Committee of Council," 1851:i, p. 222. 
a See Table XIV., " Report," p. 230. 

11 Ibid., p. viii. 
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~his large and continually increasing grant. With so great an 
mcrease of the Government grant to voluntary schools, there 
must inevitably come a large increase of Government control, 
more imperative demands upon managers and teachers, and. 
the exaction of a greater quantity and higher quality of 
secular instruction, which will still further encroach upon the 
time and diminish the attention given to religious teaching, 
and thus vitally affect the very object for which the schools 
are maintained, and tend to destroy their value in the eyes of 
their supporters. This would, I fear, be the certain result of 
such a measure, if it were to take its natural course unaided. 
But the declarations of Mr. Chamberlain and his friends, which 
I .have already quoted, show that they would endeavour to 
accelerate such a result by insisting upon "some form of 
representative control" as a condition or consequence of the 
increase of the grant. The author of the Radical Programme 
refers (p. 172) to "the determination of the Liberals" ( or 
rather of his section of the Liberal Party) " to bring up again, 
when occasion should serve, the whole question of education 
by means of schools under private management;" and Mr. 
Chamberlain, in his letter to the Dean of Wells, declared that 
he regarded "the present position of voluntary schools as 
anomalous," and would make provision for "some popular repre­
sentative control of the schools during school hours, leaving the 
use of the buildings at all times, except those when the secular 
instruction is being given, to the subscribers and general 
managers." But we may retain as much use of our school 
builuings as this on a transfer to a School Board under the 
23rd section of the Act of 1870, and is it likely that managers 
and subscribers would continue to bear the expense and trouble 
and responsibility of maintaining schools, when they might 
have just as much use and control of them without? The 
inevitable result must be that sooner or later the cost of main­
taining the present voluntary schools must fall upon School 
Boards, or their place be supplied by schools under Board 
management. How vast an increase of expenditure this would 
involve may be imagined when we remember that while the 
cost per scholar in ave~~Pe attendance in all the voluntary 
schools in England and w ales in 1884 was £1 14s. lO½d.,1 the 
cost per scholar in Board schools, excluding charges on account 
of capital, was £3 2s. 8¼d., or, including capital charges, was 
£4 lls. 5½d.2 Let me illustrate this by saying that while at 

1 
" Report," pp. 23G, 237. 

" The cost per scholar given in the "Report," pp. xxxvii. and 237, as 
£2 I~. B½d,, includes the cost of" maintenance" only. The figures above 
given are arrived at by comparing the expenditure of the Boards shown 
on p. \Jl, col. 7, with the number of children in averago attendance, p. 237. 
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this rate a voluntary school, with an average attendance of 
:l00 children, would cost £523 per annum, a Board school with 
the same attendance would cost £940 per annum, or, reckon­
ing-as must, indeed, fairly be reckoned-its proportionate 
share of capital charges, such as purchase of land, furnishing, 
and repayment of loans, no less than £1,371 per annum. The 
absorption of the voluntary schools into the costly School 
Board system would involve, therefore, a total expenditure 
assuming only the present attendance, of at least ten and �~� 
half millions; or, including capital charges-which, as I have 
said, cannot properly be excluded-of upwards of fifteen 
millions per annum. How rapidly this expenditure would 
increase may be inferred from a statement in the "Report" for 
1885, that " the amount annually required to meet the lia­
bilities incurred by School Boards in providing school accom­
modation .... increased from £627,112 in 1882 to £734,262 
in 1884, and now requires a rate of 2·ld. in the pound on the 
ratable value of school districts, as against a rate of l ·9d. in 
1882." 1 The loans to School Boards sanctioned up to the 1st of 
April, 1885, amounted to £17,355,954 19s. 3d.2 The" Report" 
remarks, with a grim humour not common in official documents, 
that "the School Boards have availed themselves freely of the 
power of borrowing on the security of the rates given by the 
Acts of 1870 and 1873." 

·what relief would the poor derive from this enormous in­
crease of expenditure ? Levied thouo-h it would be, of course, 
by direct taxation, the burden must fall upon all classes of the 
community, and the pressure of it must be felt most severely, 
as is al ways the case, by the poorest, because it is the poorest 
who can least afford any increase of their expenses. The over­
taxed shop-keeper must increase the price of his goods, the 
over-taxed landlord must raise his rent, and the labouring man 
must suffer. And for what ? Not for the schooling of his own 
children mainly, but for the instruction of the children of 

The Rev. J. Glendinning Nash, in his letters to the Jfornin_q Post in Septem­
ber last, estimated the cost of each scholar in Board schools at £5 2s. 5d., 
and I have hitherto adopted his estimate. But he includes in the total 
expenditure of the Boards, outstanding liabilities other than Joans, which, 
on consideration, I think ought not to be included, as they may be 
expected to come into the account next year. 

1 Page x.xxiii. How reckless the expenditure has been is shown by 
the statement (p. xi.) that the average cost of erecting voluntary schools, 
with residences for the teachers, has been about £5 7s. per scholar, in­
cluding, as a rule, the value of the sites, very often given gratuitously; 
while the !estimated cost per scholar of the School Board schools, m­
cluding the cost of sites, is about £12 5s. The average salary of 380 
masters in voluntary schools in the metropolitan distt·ict in the pa,t 
year was £1&2 !is. 5d., and that of 313 masters in Board schools was 
£2&7 15s. 5d. (p. xxv.). 2 Page xi. 
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people who are perfectly well able to pay for it themselves, who 
do not ask and do not want a remission of fees, but who would 
in fact derive the greatest benefit from this vast expenditure. 
Nearly half the entire number of children in elementary 
schools are paying from 3d. to 9d. a week. These cannot be 
supposed to be subject to any hardship. The" Report" mentions 
schools in Cambridge-schools receiving a Government grant, 
and classed as elementary schools,1 and therefore included 
among those in which fees are proposed to be remitted, where 
"an observer might note, say, a wealthy merchant's children 
descending at the . . . . school door from a carriage and pair, 
[or] a clergyman's children coming in daily by rail from the 
country " (p. 309). The Oxford Garden School of the London 
School Board is said to be "draining the higher class private 
schools, not only in its immediate vicinity, but elsewhere."2 It 
is children going to such schools as these, and at present pay­
ing, as I have said, from 3d. to 9d. a week, children who 
remain longer at school than the children of the working­
classes, who require the instruction of superior teachers, and 
use more expensive books and materials-it is these children 
whose education costs the most, and it is the cost of educating 
these children that this measure would throw upon the labour­
ing classes. The relief would be altogether illusive. The 
working-man now pays a small sum in school-pence, "the 
price of a quart of beer a week," as l\Ir. John Bright said the 
other day, for the brief period of his children's school-days. 
This measure would relieve him of this small payment 
to saddle him in ex.change with a burden to be borne 
throughout his whole lifetime. The French peasant says, 
according to M. .Monod, "I used to pay for my own 
children, now I pay for other people's.". The English labourer 
might say, if this measure were passed," I used to pay for my 
own children for a few years, now I pay for people who can 
perfectly well afford to pay for themselves, and I have to pay 
for them all my life long." 

And what other advantage is claimed for the system of Free 
Education, besides this more than doubtful relief of the work­
ing-classes? We are told it will promote regularity of 
attendance. The author of the Radical Programme quotes a 
comparison made by Dr. Watts of the attendance at the 
Manchester Free School with the attendance at some of the 
Board schools in Manchester, in favour of the Free School by 

1 They are so entered on p. 522. 
2 Kensington News, October 31, 1885, quoted in Clw~ch Quarterly 

Review, January, 1886, p. 352. It appears from _the ~nanc1al state~ent 
of the Board that the children are actually supplied with books gratis at 
the cost of the mtepayers.-Times, February 5, 1886. 
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from 22 to 37 per cent. On the other hand, the Rev. R. R. 
Hutton, Chairman of the School Attendance Committee for 
the Barnet Union, compares two schools in Barnet, at which 
the fees range from ld. to 6d. with a free school there. The 
total accommodation of the former is 760, and of the latter 
about 100. The number of complaints of non-attendance at 
the former in the three weeks taken was 34, and at the latter 
in the same three weeks was 20, a difference of at least 16 per 
cent. in favour of the schools where fees are paid. But I do 
not believe that the question can be determined by any com­
parison of individual instances. The attendance at individual 
schools may depend very much upon the master, or the man­
agers, or the reputation, or even the situation, of the school. 
The question can only be fairly settled by a large induction. I 
ascribe more importance to the statement of Mr. Miall in 1870, 
that the whole of the evidence produced before the Duke of 
Xewcastle's Commission, of which he was a member, went to 
show that free schools" were the worst possible schools, and that 
parents who had to pay something for the education of their 
children valued the instruction thus Kiven much more."1 And 
the reports on education in the united States, where the 
experiment has been tried on the largest scale, point to the 
same conclusion. It is true that the author of the Radical 
Programme asserts that" in the United States they get a 
much better attendance without compulsion than we do with 
all our irritating compulsory machinery ;"2 but as a matter of 
fact, there is compulsion in several of the American States, 
and the percentage of average attendance, according to the 
" Report of the Commissioner of Education for 1884," shows a 
percentage of average daily attendance varying from 33·41 in 
.Maryland, where there is no compulsion, to 86·32 in New 
Hampshire, where there is compulsion. The length of the 
school year in America varies, however, from only 62 days in 
~orth Carolina to 199 in Maryland. Supposing, for the sake 
of comparison with our own average attendance, a uniform 
school year of 200 days, the average attendance would vary 
from 26·93 in Western Virginia to 65-11 (the highest) in Massa­
chusetts.3 The average attendance in this country being about 
7-5,4 it cannot be said that the experience of America tends to 

1 The Chairman of the London School Board has stated that "he had 
obtained statistics to show that the attendance of children whose fees 
were remitted was worse than the attendance of children whose fees 
were paid."-Standard, 1st February, 1886. 

2 It is delicious to see this attempt to throw odium on compulsion by 
those who were the strenuous advocates of compulsion in 1869. 

3 Letter of the Rev. T. C. Morse, Times, September 12, 1885. See also 
Dr. Rigg's letter in the Times of November 10, 1885. 

' Report, 1885, p. xvi. 
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show that free schools promote regularity of attendance. Non­
attendance and irregularity of attendance are in fact the 
standing complaints of educationists in the United States, and 
Mr. Jacobson, a citizen of Chicago, has lately published a 
pamphlet in which he gravely proposes that a pecuniary com­
pensation should be made to parents for the loss of their 
children's labour, in order to induce them to send them to 
school. In fact, the causes of irregularity are there, as here, 
not the school-pence, but the want of the children's earnings, 
or of their help at home ; sickness, want of clothing, and 
especially want of boots; distance from school in country 
places and bad weather; and, above all, inability of the parents to 
control their children. Sitting as a magistrate I have over 
and over again heard parents declare that they were utterly 
unable to manage children of eight and ten years old; that they 
sent them to school, but the children did not choose to go, 
and nobody could make them. These are excuses which Free 
Education will not affect here, as it has not affected them in 
America. I do not say that there is no hardship at all. I have 
no doubt that there are many cases where poor parents have to 
struggle hard to pay for their children's schooling. They 
have to struggle much harder, however, to pay for their 
children's food and clothing, and it would be as reasonable to 
provide free boots for everybody or free bread, because some 
people find it hard to pay the shoemaker or the baker, as to 
provide Free Education for everybody, because some people 
find it hard to pay the school-pence. It is a hardship, I think, 
that parents not of the pauper class should have to apply to 
the guardians for the payment of school fees for their children. 
To say the least, it must make the road to pauperism easier. 
But the proportion of children whose fees are paid by the 
guardians is very small-a little over 3 per cent. of the 
number on the registers. I am sure that a remedy might be 
found for these cases. Some of the inspectors suggest that 
representatives of the school managers should be elected to 
the Attendance Committee. I have proposed that a com­
mittee be appointed by the School Board or Magistrates in 
every district, of which the Correspondents of voluntary 
schools should be ex-officio members. Let application for 
aid be made to this committee. Let them grant certificates 
which may be accepted by the managers of any school, and 
the amount due on them be claimed and paid by the Educa­
tion Department with the annual grant. There will be no 
disgrace in this, no taint of pauperism. It will secure inde­
pendence and a due sense of parental responsibility to the 
great body of parents, and the increase of expense will be 
almost inappreciable. The payments will probably go almost 
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entirely to Board schools ; but where they do not, beino- a 
Government grant, they will not be open to the objecti~ns 
alleged against the 25th clause of the Act of 1870. 

Mr. Chamberlain talks about the unpopularity of our present 
system of education. I do not believe 1t is unpopular on the 
whole. But Free Education will not make it less so, for it will 
not remove either of the complaints which are now made 
against it. It will not lessen the rates, which are the chief 
cause of grumbling amon& the middle class; nor is it proposed, 
as far as I know, to abolish compulsion, which is the chief 
cause of grumblino- among the poor. I heard, indeed, the 
other day, of a Wiltshire labourer who, when he was asked 
why he supported Free Education, said it was because he 
thought it was quite right that a man should be free to send 
his children to school or not as he liked, just as it used to be 
in the old days ; but if the good man imagined that this is 
what M:r. Chamberlain means by Free Education, he is cer­
tainly doomed to disappointment. What Mr. Chamberlain 
does mean by Free Education, however, is a much more 
serious thing. It is an alteration of the whole basis of our 
system. It is a shifting of the responsibility from the parent 
to the State. The Government of 1870 was most careful to 
leave this responsibility upon the parent, while aiding him, 
whenever necessary, to fulfil it. The principle is actually 
enacted in the Act of 1876, in the fourth section of which it is 
provided that "it shall be the duty of the parent of every 
child to cause such child to receive efficient elementary in­
struction in reading, writing, and arithmetic." In opposing 
M:r. Dixon's amendment in favour of Free Education in 1870, 
M:r. Forster said: " If they were broadly to lay down the 
principle that the State ought to pay the cost of the educa­
tion, they would, in effect, say to the great body of parents 
throughout the country-' We think it our business rather 
than yours to educate your children.'" And this is precisely 
what Mr. Chamberlain and his friends now propose to do. It 
is true that the parent may still pay in rates or taxes, but ~e 
will pay as a ratepayer or taxpayer, and not as a parent. It 1s 
true that at the present time he is assisted by the State, and 
perhaps by private benevolence ; but the school-pence are a 
continual reminder, and the payment of them a constant exer­
cise of his duty. Free Education must inevitably weaken t~e 
parent's sense of obligation to his child. And it will as inevit­
ably, I fear, weaken the obligation of the child to the pare~t. 
But more than this. In assuming the entire responsibility for 
the education of the child, the State must necessarily assume 
a very much larger share of control. And with the extension 
of State control our schools must lose the independence, 
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variety and freedom which have hitherto been their character­
istic excellences. At the Trades Union Congress, at South­
port, last autumn, a resolution was passed protesting against 
the introduction of drill into elementary schools as a cun­
ningly devised plan to prepare the way for conscription. In 
this particular case I think the Congress was wrong. I believe 
that drill was introduced only for the sake of the physical 
improvement of the children. But the alarm arose out of a 
right instinct. The Government control of our schools would 
involve serious danger both to civil and religious liberty. And 
it is no answer to this to say that the Government is dependent 
on the will of the people. The despotism of a democracy may 
be as dangerous as the despotism of an autocrat. 

But the most fatal result of Free Education would be the 
loss of religious teaching. For a system of State education 
which, as I have shown, must be the result of Free Education, 
and which is indeed the declared object of its advocates, must 
be in the end a secular system. For a little time School 
Boards might maintain that unsectarian teaching which Mr. 
Holyoake called "Parliamentary piety." But what no one 
would be much interested in keeping up, and what a great 
many people would be eager to put down, would not be likely 
to last very long. Even now I suspect that the religious 
instruction in Board schools would not bear much looking 
into. The Devonport School Board professes, and I believe 
with perfect sincerity, its desire to provide religious instruction 
in its schools. On the eve of the recent election a ratepayer 
took the trouble to make some inquiry at the nearest Board 
school. He found that no religious instruction had been given 
there for a month. The explanation of the master is that his 
school was a little backward in some subjects, and he had omitted 
the religious instruction in order to work up the children in 
other matters. I have heard of other instances of the same 
kind, and I believe that if careful inquiry were made, it would 
be found to be no uncommon occurrence. I say deliberately 
that I think it would be better to have no religious instruction 
at all, than to have it treated like this. I can imagine nothing 
more likely to injure and degrade religion in the eyes of the 
children than to have it dealt with as a subject of secondary 
importance, to be set aside for the sake of vulgar fractions or 
geography. But with the great and constantly increasing 
requirements of the Code, this is certain to be the case, unless 
the manarrers themselves feel the primary importance of 
religious t~aching, and are resolved that before all thinp;s the 
school shall be a religious school.1 It was declared by the 

1 As a. school manager for ne:i.rly twenty years, r may venture to urge 
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9om~ittee of Council in their i~structions to their inspectors 
m 1840, that "no J?lan of education ought to be encouraged in 
which intellectual mstruction is not subordinate to the reo-ula­
tion of the thoughts and habits of the children by the doct;ines 
and precepts of revealed religion." Five-and-fortv years have 
greatly altered the views of the Committee of Council. Under 
their present Code, reading, writing and arithmetic are oblio-a­
tory. Other subjects, such as singing, drawing, and geoo-rap

0

hy 
are optional. Specific subjects, such as Mechanics, Che~istry, 
Latin and French, may be taken by individual children in the 
upper classes. Over and above these, "instruction may be 
given in other secular subjects, and in religious subjects." 
This, I believe, is the only mention of religious teaching in the 
Code. A school may be classed as excellent in which not a 
prayer is offered, nor one verse of the Bible read, nor one 
syllable of religious instruction given from the beginning of 
the year to the end. We, as managers of Church schools, 
however, still remain faithful to the principle that intellectual 
instruction should be made "subordinate to the regulation of 
the thoughts and habits of the children by the doctrines and 
precepts of revealed religion." It is for this that we are 
spending our time, our money, and our labour upon our 
schools, our training colleges, and our system of diocesan 
inspection. It is this that we are defending against Mr. 
Chamberlain and his friends. I believe that the country is 
still loyal to religious teaching. In spite of the lavish expen­
diture of School Boards, and the great inducements they can 
offer, two-thirds of the children are still sent to voluntary 
schools. The result of this agitation, if it were successful, 
would be to deprive the people of these schools, which they 
have shown that they prefer. It would be to impose an 
enormous burden of taxation, under which the poor must 
chiefly suffer. It would be to take the education of children 
out of the hands of their parents and entrust it to the State. 
It would be to destroy a religious system, and to set up a 
secular system in its place. To all this, when the facts are 
plainly put before the country, I cannot believe that it will 
consent. JOHN SHELLY. 

0n my fellow-managers the importance of attending at the Diocesan 
Inspection, and of showing thP. teachers and children that they consider it 
to be at least of equal importance with the visit of the Government 
Inspector. It is also most necessary on engaging a new teacher to ask 
for the Report of the Diocesan Inspector as well as the Government 
Inspector on the teacher·s previous work. I wish it were not needful_ to 
add that the religious instruction of the pupil teachers is of vital im­

portance to the future as well as the present usefulness of our schools. 
Unless religious teaching is so real as to be worth fighting for, Church­
men cannot he expected to fight for it. 
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ART. II.-THE MASSORETIC TEXT, AND THE 
VERSIONS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

IN the February number of this Magazine, I endeavoured to 
give some account of the Massorites, and I pointed out 

that the object of the Massorah was not the formation of the 
text, but the fencing it round with safeguards, to prevent any 
qeviation whatever from that which they had received. And 
the great bulk of the notes by which they effected this was 
not invented by them, but hande<l down to them by 
tradition. 

Now this word tradition has an evil reputation. When the 
controversy raged between the Buxtorfs and L. Capellus as to 
the date of the vowels, what made it so bitter was the tacit 
assumption that if tradition was on one side, truth must be on 
the other. And when the controversy was ended by the con­
cession that the vowels were modern, or at all events, that the 
sounds remained unwritten until forms for expressing them 
were invented in the years 550 and 570 A.D. respectively, some 
of the most learned scholars of the Reformation period 
rejected them. And to this day many Hebraists persist in 
the refusal to concede to them any authority whatsoever. 
Since the appearance even of the Revised Version a new 
translation of the Old Testament has been published, the 
work of Mrs. Spurrell, a lady .of no mean attainments; and 
in it she rejects the vowels, and makes her transl::ttion direct 
from a text consisting of consonants only. And this is nothing 
new or extraordinary. All Biblical scholars who possess for 
their studies that indispensable condition for accuracy, n 
knowledge of the languages in which the Scriptures were 
written, draw a sharp line of demarcation between the con­
sonants and the vowels; though I for one am prepared to 
attach considerable authority to the latter. And if I must 
give my reason, it is because I regard them as having the 
authority of the Jewish Synagogue. The Palestinian Masso­
rites began to commit them to writing about 570 A.D., but I 
believe them to be, as far as the sounds went, ancient, and 
that the work of the Massorites was to contrive a system 
which made the traditional method of reading the Scriptures 
independent of oral teaching and memory. And even before 
this date something had been done to settle doubtful places 
by the insertion in the text of what are called mcitres lectionis; 
that is, certain consonants which indicated what were the right 
vowels. 

But what authority had the tradition itself? Had corrup­
tions crept in unawares? Had the text even been falsified 
wilfully under the influence of dislike to Christianity? The 
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,Terusa1em Talmud, as I mentioned in my last paper, gives an 
account of the Tikknn Soferi111, "the Restoration of the Scribes." 
Might not the scribes have been right, and these restMations 
been amendments without MS. authority ? Let me take a 
suspicious case. St. Paul quotes Hab. i. 5, as follows : 
" Behold ye despisers, and wonder, and perish." The LXX. 
has : " Behold ye despisers and regard, and wonder wonder­
fully and perish." The Syriac: "Look ye audacious ones 
and regard, and wonder, and be astonished." But the 
Massoretic text and the Yulgate : "Look on the nations " 
etc. Now first of all, the preposition is :;i, difficulty, though 
cleverly got over by rendering, " Behold ye among the 
nations," so that it does not trouble an English reader as it 
does one who has a knowledge of Hebrew. He is used to 
find that preposition indicating the object and not the subject 
(see Gen. xxi. 16, xxxiv. 1; Exod. ii. 11; Ps. cvi. 5), and would 
translate, " Look ye on the nations." 

And in the second place, commentators always have to 
explain why the heathen are addressed, when the sense 
requires that it should be the Jews. Now the whole difference 
in the Hebrew consists in the lengthening of the top of a 
single letter, whereby a w becomes d. Evidently it was read 
in the second century with a d in Palestine, for so it appears 
in the Versions of Aquila, Theodotion, and Symmachus. In 
the Yulgate, too, we find" in gentibus ;" but Jerome notices 
that he had found authorities which read, one contemptores, 
the other cleclinantes. But surely St. Paul, who had studied 
at the feet of Gamaliel, must have known what was the read­
inO' in his days, that is, in the first century; and as the LXX. 
wts made, as we have reason for believing, from copies written 
in the old, now called the Samaritan, character-and as wand 
d are quite unlike there, it would not have been easy for the 
translators of the Septuagint to have made the mistake. 

Now I mention this simply as one out of many instances in 
which the Massoretic text has been accused of an anti­
Christian bias. And this is a case in which it is averred that 
a consonant has been tampered with, and not merely the 
vowels changed. Was it beyond the power of the scribes at 
Tiberias, or even of one leading Rabbi, to indoctrinate his 
pupils with a "restored" text, which suited controversial 
purposes? Had we only the Massoretic text, with what scorn 
would the negative critics treat a work which was the outcome 
of the silent studies of a very obscure body of men, many 
centuries after the Christian era had begun. And what answer 
could we give? Where should we find that " reason for the 
hope that is in us,'' which St. Peter requires every well-taught 
Christian to be prepared to give to all questioners? 
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I venture to think that the Versions alone enable us to give 
a confident answer to gainsayers. I grant all their imperfec­
tions, though the charges brought against them are often 
greatly exaggerated, and made by men who do not know how 
to use them rightly. With shame I acknowledge that not one 
of the chief authorities bas received thoroughly satisfactory 
editing, nor bas anyone been examined as to its bearing upon 
the Massoretic text. Here and there commentators have made 
a passing remark upon some differences of reading. What 
we need is, first an accurate edition of the Massoretic text, 
such as that which Dr. Ginsburg is preparing; and next, 
accurate editions of the LXX., the Peshito, and the Vulgate; 
finally, that some company of scholars should collate these 
with the Hebrew text, treating them as MSS.,just as in critical 
editions of the New Testament the readings are given which 
are found in the most ancient translations. Such a comparison 
of the Hebrew text, the weakness of which lies in its modern 
date, with these ancient authorities, would prove its general 
trustworthiness, while .in many places it would certainly offer 
us better readings. 

For the Massoretic text, though remarkably good, is, like all 
human things, not absolutely perfect. I will mention only a 
solitary instance. In I Sam. xiii. I it says : " Saul was one 
year old when he began to reign." I regret that any attempt 
was made in the margin to amend the passage, because what 
the Revisers have put there is misleading. The Alexandrian 
text of the LXX. agrees with the Massorites, and we thus have 
proof, first, that this error-for it can scarcely be anything else 
-is of vast antiquity; and secondly, that the Massorites did 
not tinker up their text. 

I propose, then, to give a brief account of these texts and 
versions, considering them as ancient witnesses, whose testi­
mony really gives us confidence in the general trustworthiness 
of the work of the Jewish scribes. 

And first we have the text of the Pentateuch, written in 
Samaritan characters, and also a translation of it into the 
Samaritan dialect. The first is a very important document, if 
only because it has been in the custody of a sect who were 
bitter enemies of the Jews, and also because it is in the ancient 
character. For what is now called the Samaritan alphabet is 
really that of the Jews before the exile, as 'is proved by the 
inscriptions found in the aqueduct of Siloam and on tho 
Mon.bite Stone. 

Now the Samaritans assert that they have at Nablous a copy 
of the Pentateueh which belonged to Abishah, son of Phinehas, 
son of Eleazar, son of Aaron. And this they preserve in an 
antique silver case, photographs of which were taken by the 
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Leaving out of consideration the Samaritan text and Targum, 
we have had before us five Palestinian authorities, and they 
at least show that the Massorites did not form the textus 
receptus of the Jews; for it existed two centuries before in 
Jerome's days, and four centuries before in the days of Aquila 
and his compeers. They give us different readings, but the 
same text. But what security have we that this text had not 
been tampered with at Tiberias by those translators into Greek, 
seeing that two at least were perverts, who had abandoned 
Christianity for Judaism ? 

We appeal, then, to a document even more important than 
the:v ulgate-namely, the Peshito-Syriac. Here, again, we have 
a text which deserves a scholar-like edition. The materials for 
the work lie unused in the British Museum in the shape of 
valuable MSS.; and whereas in Walton's Polyglott the vowels 
have little authority, a Syriac Massorah is to be found there, 
ready for the editor's use. Something was done by Dr. Samuel 
Lee for an edition of the Peshito published by the Bible 
Society, but we need much more before we can rely upon its 
readings. Now, for this translation of the Old Testament into 
Syriac, the claim has been put forward that it was made cen­
turies before Christ. This I think improbable ; but Edessa 
was converted to Christianity at an early date, and claimed 
Adai, one of the Seventy, as its apostle. It was its great pride 
that it accepted Christ in the years immediately following 
His crucifixion, and it claimed to be impregnable owing to a 
promise of its inviolability given by Him to Abgarus, its king. 
Now, we find that the Peshito Version not merely existed in 
the fourth century, but is treated by the great Syriac poet and 
commentator, Ephraim Syrus, who flourished in that century, 
as the received Version of the Bible in his Church. We may 
well believe that the Christian missionaries to Mesopotamia 
carried with them there copies of the Hebrew Scriptures, and 
that a translation was made, gradually perhaps, but early 
enough for it to be an old book in Ephraim's time. Here, 
then, we get two things of primary importance: for, first, the 
Peshito is a Christian translation ; and, next, we have good 
reason for believin&: that it was made from MSS. older than 
the time when the Jews might have been induced to tamper 
with the Scriptures under the influence of feelings hostile to 
Christianity. 

Now, generally this Version supports the Massoretic text, 
but it offers us many more variations than we find in the 
Vulgate. It often has a difference of consonants; still more 
frequently a difference of vowels. But this is just what we 
should expect; for the second century of our era was the great 
age of Jewish activity upon their sacred books. It was then 

VOL. XIII.-NO. LXXVIII. 2 E 
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that the right reading in many doubtful places was settled, and 
notes began to be contrived for preventing uncertainty for the 
future. In the Peshito we have a text of a date anterior to 
this labour, and one, therefore, which enables us to form a 
judament upon it. 

" e need not suppose that the MSS. taken into Mesopotamia 
were very choice. and of especial merit; more probably they 
were aYerage specimens of what was then current. Nor need 
we condemn the work of the Jewish schools during the second 
century. It may have removed many errors and settled many 
difficulties correctly. But in the Peshito we have the materials 
for forming a judgment both upon the Hebrew text current in 
our Lord's days, and upon the work of the scribes of Tiberias. 
And we must add that Ephraim, a competent authority, speaks 
of" our Yersion" in a way that shows his respect for it. 

There remains one still more venerable witness, namely, the 
Septuagint. This was the work of Jews, but settled in Egypt, 
chiefly at Alexandria, and betrays, except in the Pentateuch, a 
defective knowledge of Hebrew, and the use apparently of indif­
fferent MSS. But it does not, therefore, cease to be of immense 
value, though it does require care and judgment in its use. 

It probably began with the translation of portions of Holy 
Scripture to be read in the synagogue, and as the Pentateuch 
would be the part most needed, this would be first turned into 
Greek, and hence its greater correctness. But the very 
necessity of the translation arose from the fact that the Jews 
in Egypt,giving themselves to trade, were losing the knowledge 
of their mother tongue. There would still be Rabbins and 
learned men, but as more and more of the commonalty ceased 
to have a knowledge of Hebrew, it was a wise forethought 
which led to their Scriptures being given them in a language 
which they understood. As for the want of knowledge of 
Hebrew, we must remember that even in Palestine the common 
people spoke an Aramaean dialect, and that Hebrew was a 
learned language. And the longer they Ii ved in Egypt, the 
more the knowledge possessed even by their most learned men 
would decline; so that we do not wonder that often they could 
not translate a word at all, but were content to write it down 
in Greek characters. 

The story of the Version having been made by seventy-two 
men, six from each tribe, was r~jected long ago by Jerome, a!ld 
is scarcely worth referring to. It is more important to notice 
that the Vatican and our Alexandrine MSS. seem to represent 
two recensions. Of the former there is a valuable critical 
edition by Holmes, and Dr. Field has given us a very careful 
edition of the Codex Alexandrinus, which is one of the many 
precious treasures of our own British Museum. 
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Now, as regards the LXX. I shall make but two remarks: 
the first, that it absolutely knows nothing of the vowels used 
by the Massorites. Its pronunciation of the words is altogether 
different, and as the vowels constantly settle the sense, even 
where it represents the same consonants it often gives them a. 
different meaning. And next as regards the consonants, these 
it often groups differently; and even where it separates them 
into . the same words, it presents a large number of various 
readmgs. 

Now, granting that the .MSS. used in Egypt were of in­
different quality, and the knowledge of the translators small, 
yet it was the LXX. which prepared the heathen world to 
receive Christ. It is quoted as Scripture in the New Testament, 
and for centuries it sufficed for the sustenance of souls in the 
Christian Church. And to us it is valuable, not merely for its 
antiquity, but because it is so absolutely independent of the 
learning of the Jews in Palestine. I do not believe that such 
learning existed anywhere at the time when the LXX. was made. 
It was a slow upgrowth, which arrived at maturity in the second 
and following centuries at Tiberias and Sura. I believe that 
the textual work of the scribes there was thoughtful, and, 
upon the whole, trustworthy. But I could not come to this 
conclusion unless I had the materials for forming a judgment �~� 
and those materials are chiefly given me by the Peshito-Syriac 
and the Septuagint texts. And for a last word, I find in these 
many "recensions,'' to use the word employed in the Preface to 
the Revised Version of the Old Testament, not a very large un­
certainty, but its corrective. I believe the Massoretic text to be 
eminently good and trustworthy, because I have the materials 
for formingajudgment; and that is supplied me by the evidence 
of the many witnesses which the good Providence of God has 
given us, from various countries and of various dates, but all 
testifying to the substantial accuracy of the Jewish traditional 
text. It is not perfect; nothin~ with any human admixture is so. 
But it justly holds the post ot authority, and emendations can 
be accepted only if supported by solid proof. To make light 
of these documents is to turn out of court our witnesses, and 
depend upon the loud assertions of an advocate. So to do 
were folly indeed. The true scholar will reverently use all the 
helps that God has given him, and it is only one weak in faith 
who fancies that the Word of God cannot endure the most 
searching inquiry. The believer regards it as the gold that 
will be made only the more pure by the refiner's fire. 

R. PAYNE SMITH. 

------c¥-
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ART. III.-THE HOUR OF COMMUNION. 

WE feel assured that the readers of THE CHURCHMAN will 
~ladly_ welcom~ a paper ~vhich 3:i~s at ~peni_ng tJie way 

for a d1scuss10n of this subject m a spmt of h1stoncal mvesti­
gation and honest criticism. 

It is a subject of which it may perhaps be said that it has 
had of late years too much and too little attention directP,d to 
it-too little, inasmuch as hasty deductions have sometimes 
been drawn from premises too lig-htly investigated-too much 
because we believe it will be fo'--'und, as the result of a mor~ 
careful inquiry, that in the earliest and purest ages of the 
Christian Church it was regarded as among things indifferent. 

The best known, if not the most noteworthy, utterance in 
the writings of Christian antiquity on the matter, is found in 
the oft-quoted Epistle of St. Augustin to Januarius. He 
regards the prevalent custom of coming to the Communion 
fasting as resting on Apostolic authority, and as due to the 
teaching or guiding of the Holy Ghost. He says: 

Liquido apparet, quando primum acceperunt discipuli Corpus et 
Sanguinem Domini, non eos accepisse jejunos. Numquid tamen propterea 
calumniandum est universre Ecclesire quod a jejunis semper accipitur? 
Ex hoe enim placuit Spiritui Sancto, ut in honorem tanti Sacramenti in 
os Christiani prius Dominicum Corpus intraret, quam ceteri cibi. Nam 
ideo per universum orbem mos iste servatur. Neque enim quia post cibos 
dedit Dominus, propterea pransi aut crenati fratres ad illud sacramentum 
accipiendum convenire debent, aut sicut faciebant quos .A.postolus arguit 
et emendat, mensis snis ista miscere. Namque Salvator, quo vehementius 
commendaret mysterii illius altitudinem, ultimum hoe voluit altius 
infigere cordibus et memorire discipulorum, a quibus ad passionem digres­
surus erat. Et ideo non prrecepit quo deinceps ordine sumeretur, ut 
.A.postolis, per quos ecclesias dispositurus erat, servaret hunc locum. 
Nam si hoe ille monuisset, ut post cibos alios semper acciperetur, credo 
quod eum morem nemo variasset. Cum vero ait ApoHtolus de hoe 
Sacramentoloquens; Propterquodfratres cum convenitis ad manducandurn, 
im:icem e:rpectate: Si quis esurit, domi manducet, ut non ad Judiciurn con­
i-eniatir: statim subtexuit; Cetera autem, curn venero ordinabo. Unde 
intelligi datur (quia multum erat, ut in epistola totum ilium agendi 
insinuaret, quern universa per orbem servat Ecclesia), ah ipso ordinatum 
esse quod nulla morum diversitate variatur.-Epist., Lib. ii., Ep. !iv. § 8. 
Op., tom. ii., c. 126-7. Edit. Ben., Paris, 1679. 

Those who know anything of the paramount influence 
exercised by the writings of St. Augustin on W estem 
Christendom (an influence for which we should be devoutly 
thankful) will not be disposed to wonder that after such a 
d'i.cttim as this from the Bishop of Hippo, a kind of horror 
should have affected men's minds at the thought of evening 
and post-prandial Communions, as if there wore da~B'er in 
allowing them of sinning against the Holy Ghost. We feel 
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sure that pious minds, in our own days, and in our own 
reformed Communion (following herein the example of some 
even of the most ultra-Protestant of the Reformers1), have 
been affected by this influence, as well as those in the ages 
wh~ch more immediately followed the great African theo­
logian. 

And in saying this, we do not mean at all to imply that 
such a feeling was not older than St. Augustin. It appears to 
have been growing in the previous centuries. 

But with respect to the change of practice as to receiving 
the Holy Communion (and it is generally acknowledged that a, 
change of practice there was), from the more primitive custom 
of evening celebration to the later habits which prevailed long 
before St. Augustin's days, we should remember that, scant 
as are the materials for investigation in the early part of the 
second century, we are yet, after the lapse of so many ages, in a, 
better position than St. Augustin was for instituting an inquiry 
as to the origin and history of this very remarkable change. 

Will St. Augustin's theory of an Apostolic origin of the 
later practice bear the light of closer historical inquiry? If 
not, can history su&'gest any other cause that may account for 
so conspicuous a change in the religious customs prevailing 
throughout the Christian world ? 

These are questions on the answers to which very much 
must depend. 

As to the first question, there is, we believe, an entire 
absence of any trace, in the days of St. Augustin or in any 
previous days, of anything like a tradition bearing witness to 
an injunction for such a change having proceeded either from 
the Apostolic College, or from any number of Apostles, or from 
any single Apostle, St. Augustin's language does not sug~~st 
the idea of his having ever heard of such a tradition. 11is 
argument in favour of an Apostolic origin for the change seems 
to rest entirely on the fact of the new custom being so widely 
prevalent, and on the words of St. Paul, " the rest will I set 
m order when I come," as suggestive of some regulation which 
the Apostle was intending to make, and which might have 
been such an admonition as would account for the change. 

And this absence of all tradition on the subject, if it be a 
fact, must be felt to be a very significant fact. 

On the theory of any Apostolic ordinance on the matter, 
this silence would be very difficult to account for, even if there 

1 See e.g., Bullinger. 11 This banquet requireth fasting and empty 
guests ; but yet not so, fasting that a man may not taste of somewhat 
aforehand for his health's sake" (Decades, V., Sermon IX., . 423. P.S. 
Edit). See also Hutchinson's Works, P.S. Edit., p. 222. 
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were no occasions on which an appeal to such a tradition 
might be expected. But, as a matter of fact, there are say­
ings to be found in the writings of early Christians in which 
reference to such a tradition would have been natural-we 
might almost say, would have been called for-if it had 
existed.1 

But the importance of these passages is brought low by the 
fact that there are statements of history and there are sayings 
of Fathers which seem sufficient not only to disprove the 
knowledge of any such tradition, but to prove (or to go a 
good way towards proving) that the position of such as hold 
an Apostolic origin for the change is absolutely untenable. 

It is not necessary to lay stress on the acknowledged excep­
tions to the rule of fasting Communion as generally prevalent. 
It is of course conceivable that an Apostolic ordinance against 
evening Communion may have allowed the exception of 
M:aundy Thursday, even as St. Augustin allows it in this 
same Epistle ;2 though, if there were anything in afternoon 
Communion repugnant to the true doctrine of the Eucharist, 
or to any sacred instinct awakened in the Church by such 
doctrine, the exception is not easy to be accounted for. 

But the statement of Socrates concerning the custom of 
evening and post-crenal Communion in the Thebaid, and the 
parts of Egypt about Alexandria,3 must be allowed to present 
an enormous difficulty in the way of accepting any theory of 
the Apostolic origin of an injunction forbidding the practice. 

It has, indeed, been urged that this remarkable exception 
serves to "prove the rule."4 And it may be very well admitted 
that it does, by its peculiarity, serve to draw attention to the 
prevalent rule which it violates. But none the less would it 
avail, even if the Thebaid had been a far less considerable 
portion of Christendom than it was, to break the neck of any 
"9uod semper, 9uod ubique, quod ab omnibus" argument. 
Will anyone believe that a Church which had occu:pied so 
prominent a position in the early history of Christianity had 
in such a matter as this deliberately gone counter to the 
ordinance of Apostles and the guidance of the Holy Ghost ?5 

1 See e.g., quotations in Bingham, xv., eh. vii. § 8, vol. v., pp. 298, 299. 
It will be observed that the Canons of :councils (for the most part) 
have relation especially to the fasting of Presbyters. The Council in 
Trullo is the first (A.D. 691 or 692) to claim the authority of tradition 
(a7T'OO'TOA<Kai!: Kill 1T'aTptKai!: i,ruµEVO< ,rapaOOO'f0'11 C, XXiX), 

2 This was afterwards forbidden by the Council in Trullo, and that on 
the alleged ground of Apostolic tradition. 

3 Socrate~, "Hist. Eccles.," v. 22. See Sozomen, 11 Hist. Eccles.,·• vii. 19. 
4 "Evening Communions" (Church Press Co.). 
0 Mr. Scudamore "Not. Euch.," p. 34, Edit. 2) says, "There was a 
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Could St. Chrysostom have written such words as these, if 
he had had the faintest suspicion of the practi~e having been 
forbidden by Apostolic authority? 

Besides this, we have a homily of St. Chrysostom addressed 
to the people of Antioch, in which, supposmg his hearers to 
come sometimes (however unwillingly) to Communion after 
eating and drinking, he expressed no horror at such conduct, 
but speaks of the care that should be taken to preserve mode­
ration and sobriety in such circumstances ; and he adds a 
warning to those who turned away from the Lord"s Table 
because they were not fasting in these words-,n, oe uvrayvw,m 

d,a, voµ.i~wv ,o µ,r, v,ic!',euo-a, xa./ E'l"ffOV '"fOc!''T'iO,i; iiyxA,iµ,a '7rOAA/(, µ,ei~ov xa.i' 

%a1,e,;.,:inpov d µ,~ ,~; ,iga • ..-a.vl"ii, µ.emc!'x,ei'v ,ga..-i~ii. ;-Edit. Bened., 
1718, tom. ii., pp. 97, 98. 

Certainly these are not the words of one who regarded 
fasting Communion to be of Apostolic ordering. 

Again, to go back to the middle of the third century, St. 
CYJ?rian rebukes the Aquarians for this, that they used for 
their Communion water only in the morning, though they 
used also wine in the evening. But in his rebuke is not a 
word of censure for their practice of administering the Com­
munion at all in the evening. 1 Is it possible that St. Cyprian 

tion of Baptism and the administration of the Holy Communion after 
supper as standing on the same ground. And then the followin~ words 
will be found very important : El o, ica, ,q,ayov ica, i{3a1rnaa, ovoiv aica,pov 
TWV 1rpny11a,wv E1Toi7111a .... ">.iyova,v OTL ,q,ayov ,ea, i{3a1rnaa· ica0,">.irwaav 
ouv Ilaii:\ov, on, ,,,,c', TO OE<1rvijaa, ixapiaaTO T<p OE/1/10,PVAar« TO {3a1rnaµa. TOA/1W 
AEyELv, .-:a0,">.irwaav ,ea, avTOV TOV Xp,aTov, on /lETa TO o,i1rvov TOi!: 11a071Tait; T!jv 
.-:o,vwv,av ixapiaaTo.-" Hom. ante Exilium" (Edit. Bened., Paris, 1721; 
tom. iii., p. 418). Note.-This part of the homily is considered by the 
Benedictine editor of doubtful authenticity. Whoever the writer may 
be, he is expressing the opinion of St. Chrysostom as contained in the 
letter to Cyriacus, which Montfaucon receives as genuine. 

1 Bingham, in reference to this, remarks very well, " He would not so 
easily have passed over the practice of the Aquarians, in celebrating in 
the evening, had there been no instances of the like practices in the 
Church ; but as it was customary in Egypt to celebrate the Eucharist on 
Saturday, after dinner, and in Afric one day in a year after supper ; all 
he pleads for upon this point is only this, that the general custom of the 
Church to celebrate the Eucharist in the morning only, was not against 
the rule of Christ, though He gave it in the evening after supper: because 
Christ had a particular reason for what He did, which He did not intend 
should oblige the Church. Christ offered in the evening to signify the 
evening or end of the world ; but we offer in the morning to celebrate 
our Saviour's resurrection. And he gives another reason why they did 
not celebrate in the evening generally as in the morning, because the 
people could not so well all come together in the evening as in the morn­
ing."-Ant., b. xv., eh. vii., § 8. 
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could have taken no notice of this if he had known of any 
Apostolic rule against such a usage? 

But, perhaps, the most important witnesses in this matter 
will be found in documents which have only recently become 
available as evidence in this case. Whatever date may be 
assigned to the "Teaching of the Apostles" ( i.e., within possible 
limits), and whatever value may be assigned to this discovery of 
Bryennius-and we incline to think that, some years to come, 
its value will not be rated so high as at present-there can be 
scarcely a doubt that it represents a state of thinas in the 
Church, or some portion of it, in which post-prandial or post­
camal Communion was the ordinary rule and practice. 

It has been suggested, indeed, that the words l\I,,a /l, d, 
Eµ,,r:>..11110~Hu 1 may possibly be_ interprete_d _metaphorically, as _when 
St. Paul says," Be filled with the Spmt." But such an mter­
pretation must be acknowledged to be highly forced. And Dean 
Howson,2 who made it, adds, "It is more natural to us to see 
here the agape, the combination of a common meal with the 
Eucharist. 'Cama communis nondum separata ab agape,' 
says Hilgenfeld.'' That such is the true meaning of the 
~,ila.x~ can hardly, we think, admit of a doubt.3 But if this 
is so, the evidence is unmistakably clear, and indissolubly 
cogent. We are looking at a scene of post-Apostolic times, and 
we see the Eucharist partaken of by Christians after being 
filled with a repast (or as a part of a repast), and a repast which 
none will maintain to have been the meal of the morning. 
Certainly at this date no known Apostolic ordinance had 
enjoined early or fasting Communion; nor had any instinct of 
reverence taught Christians to shun a post-prandial Eucharist. 

And this evidence is strongly confirmed by the witness 
which has just been made available by the learning of the 
Bishop of Durham. We say" just made available," because the 
words we are about to quote from the Epistle of St. Ignatius 
belong to a recension which some (especially since the publica­
tion of the" Corpus Ignatianum ") have regarded as of doubtful 
authority, but which is now established as the genuine writing 

1 The "Constitutiones .Apostolicre," which stand to the a.,oax,) in some­
what the same relation as the interpolated Ignatius to the genuine (Pro­
fessor Harnack regards both these interpolations as coming from the same 
hand), paraphrases the words by Mm, oi n)v µmi.\11,J,•~. See Swainson's 
"Greek Liturgies," postscript, p. xlix. 

�~� CHURCHMAN, .Aug., 1884, p. 331. 
a "The Communion and the agape," says Dr. P. Schaff, in his edition 

of the "Didache," "were then inseparably connected, the agape pre­
ceding, the Communion completing, the Christian Passover."-" The 
Oldest Church Manual," p. 60, 1885 .. 
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of the Martyr.I "It is not lawful," says St. Ignatius, "apart 
from the Dishop, either to baptize or to hold an agape" (o~r, 
/3at;";)f~EIV (l~)E ciyci.'lojjL' 'i."'Oit/V). 

Observe the things which are here forbidden to be done with­
out the Bishop's sanction. 

The one is to administer the sacrament of Baptism. What 
should we expect the other to be ? Assuredly to administer 
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper.2 How is it expressed? 
By the words aya-::-11, -::-o,eiil. 

Now we can very well understand how a special pleader, 
~i1m /')ICL;:u,,a,.,.t,J,·, might insist on the fact that there is nere no 
distinct mention of the Eucharist at all ; that the words may 
,ery well be understood of simply keeping a love-feast. But 
if we are so to interpret St. Ignatius, we are driven to the 
conclusion that he did not think it necessary to prohibit the 
celebration of the Eucharist apart from the Bishop, while he 
did feel it needful to forbid a social meal. Is not this a 
reductio ad absurdwrn? 

And the only alternative is to suppose that aya'11"71, '7t'o1eiil 
included the partaking of the Supper of the Lord. In other 
words, we are driven to the conclusion that at the date of the 
martyrdom of St. Ignatius, the Eucharist still formed part of 
the ayci,,.-11 as it had done, we know, in the Apostolic age.3 

1 Professor Harnack, while in some points differing from the Bishop, 
writes (in Expo,;itor, Jan., 1886, pp. 9, 10): "He (Bishop Lightfoot) has 
discussed the longer Greek recension and the Curetonian Epistles, and 
has shown that the former was fabricated in the fourth century, and 
that the latter is a harmless collection made about the year 400, or some­
what earlier. The demonstration is so complete that it is no longer 
necessary to spend words on the question .... After repeated investiga­
tion, the genuineness of the Epistles seems to me certain, and I hold the 
hypothesis of their spuriousness to be untenable." 

2 The lgnatian interpolator accordingly substitutes oi,rE 7rpMtf,•pHv ovn 
Bvo-iav 7rpoo-,wµ.i,Hv ovn oox>iv imnXEiv.-See Bishop Lightfoot's note, 
vol i, p. 387. 

3 We venture to quote the following from BishopJLightfoot: "In the 
Apostolic age the Eucharist formed part of the a,qape. The original form of 
the Lord's Supper, as it was first instituted by Christ, was thus in a manner 
kept up. This appears from 1 Cor. xi. I 7, seq. (comp.Acts xx. 7), from 
which passage we infer that the celebration of the Eucharist came, as it 
naturally would,at a late stage in the entertainment. In aftertimes, however, 
the agape was held at a separate time from the Eucharist. Had this change 
taken place before Ignatius wrote 7 I think not. The words ovrE {3a7r• 
r,,E<v oim aya1r11v 7rouiv seem to describe the two most important func­
tions in which the Bishop could bear a part, so that the aya1r11 must 
include the Eucharist. Indeed, there would be an incongruity in this 
juxtaposition, as Zahn truly says (I. v. A., p. 348), unless the other great 
sacrament were intended.-See, e.g., Tertull., 'De Virg. Ve!.,' 9: 'Non 
permittitur mulieri in:ccclesiA. loqui, sed nee docere nee tingue,·e nee offerre ;' 
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Early and fastinO' Communions were not yet the rule of the 
Christian Church. The date of this writing of St. Ignatius 
was probably within the first twenty years of the second 
century.1 And it will be allowed that this mere obiter dictum 
of his carries with it great weight as evidence, tending to show 
that an Apostolic rule for receiving the Holy Communion only 
in the morning, and only before any other food, there could 
hardly have been. 

It would appear, then, that we are driven by a considerable 
combination of evidence to seek elsewhere for a cause to 
account for such a remarkable phenomenon as the general 
change in this matter of the practice of almost the Universal 
Church. Can any such cause be sucrgested? We think it can. 
We believe it may, with considerab1e probability, be found in 
the edict of a Roman Emperor. "What!" it will be asked, 
" could a heathen potentate's command avail to alter the 
custom of the Christian Church, and that in the matter of 
their ~most sacred ordinance ? Is it conceivable that 
Christians of old time would not rather have suffered death 
than submit to receive orders from a Roman Emperor con­
cerning the observances of their holy mysteries?'' \Ve answer 
-Doubtless in any matter which pertained to what was of 
sacred obligation, faithful Christians would have shed their 
blood rather than disobey the injunction of their Lord; but in 
a matter which they regarded as indifferent, there was no 
reason why they should not have altered their practice in 
obedience to the laws of the empire under which they lived. 
Their reli&'ious disobedience in matters which pertained to the 
faith of the Christian Church was made impressive by their 
willing obedience in matters non-essential, in accordance with 
the Apostolic injunction, "Put them in mind to be subject to 
principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to 
every good work" (Titus iii. 1). 

And, indeed, it seems to us somewhat strange that so little 
account has been taken of the evidence which we have of 
an edict which seems fairly to satisfy the requirements of the 
problem, and which (as far as we have the means of judging, 
and speaking generally) appears also to synchronize with the 
change to be accounted for. 

In the letter2 from the younger Pliny to Trajan the Emperor, 
relating to the Christians, he states : 

Adfirmabant hanc fuisse summam vel culpre sure vel erroris, quod 
essent soliti stato die ante lucem convenire carmenque Christo quas 

'De Exh. Cast.,' 7 : 'Et o_ffers et tinguis et sacerdos es tibi solus. "-'­
Vol. ii., Sect. I., p. 313 ; see also vol. i., p. 386. 

1 See Lightfoot, vol. ii., Sect. I., p. 470; vol. i., p. 30. 
2 Written probably A.D. 112. See Lightfoot, i. 56. 
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deo dicere ~ecum invicem, i:eque sacramento non in scelus aliquod ob­
stringere, 8ed ne furta, ne latrocinia, ne adulteria committerent, ne fidem 
fallerent, ne depositum appellati abnegarent : quibus peractis morem 
sibi discedendi fuisse, rursus que [coeundiJ ad capiendum cibum, promis­
cuum tamen et innoxium: c:iuod ipsum facere desisse post edictum meum 
quo, secundum mandata tua, betrerias esse vetueram. ' 

The Emperor Trajan had a special dislike to clubs or guilds. 
He regarded them as having a dangerous political tendency. 
His exceeding sen!iitiveness in this particular is strikingly 
exhibited in a letter to Pliny, who had asked permission to 
organize a guild of workmen-to consist of not more than one 
hundred and fifty men-to be used only for the purpose of 
being ready to act as a fire-brigade. Trajan, in reply, says: 
"\\re must remember that this province, and especially those 
cities, are harassed by party associations of that kind. What­
ever name we may give them, and whatever may be the 
purpose, those who have been brotight together will form 
themselves into clubs all the same." 

Again: the people of Amisa had presented a petition to 
Pliny respecting certain convivial gatherings, where there was 
a subscription supper. The city of Amisa was one to be dealt 
with, exceptionally, as being a free city under a special treaty. 
Their petition was sent by Pliny to the Emperor. And the 
Emperor's reply is to this effect: "As regards the Amisenes, 
whose petition you attached to your letter, if they are allowed 
by their laws, which they enjoy by virtue of the treaty, to hold 
a subscription supper (benefit club), it is competent for us to 
abstain from preventing their holding it ; and this the more 
easily, if they employ such a contribution not for making 
disturbances or for unlawful gatherings, but to support the 
needs of the poorer members. In all the other citie8, which 
are subject to our laws, anything of the kind must be pro­
hibited." 

The reader is requested to give due attention to the sentence 
in italics. Its importance, in its bearing on the subject before 
us, is obvious. 

Bishop Lightfoot, whose translation we have transcribed,1 

adds: "The letters [i.e., the letters of Pliny] relating to the 
Christians follow almost immediately after this correspondence 
about Amisa; and Pliny not unnaturally, when this new 
emergency arose, viewed it in the light of the Emperor's 
previous instructions." 

It was doubtless in reference to this direction of Trajan 
that Pliny writes concerning the Christians, " They asserted 
. . . it was their practice . . . to meet together again for a 
meal. . . But even from this they had desisted after my 

1 ".Apostolic Fathers," vol. i., pp. 19, 20. 
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edict, in which, in pursuance of your commands, I had for­
bidden the existence of clubs (hetwrias)." 

"Lawful religions," writes Bishop Lightfoot, "held a license 
from the state for worship or for sacrifice, and thus these 
gatherings were exempted from the operation of the laws 
against clubs. Christianity enjoyed no such privilege. The 
first form in which any Christian body was recognised by the 
law was as a benefit-club, with special view to the interment 
of the dead.'' This fact appears to have been brought into 
prominence by De Rossi (" Roma Sotterranea ").1 

It seems inevitable, therefore, that the love-feasts of the 
Christians would fall under the imperial prohibition. And we 
have the direct evidence of Pliny tnat, as regards those under 
his jurisdiction, Christians declared that they had ceased to 
hold them after the promulgation of his edict. 

The agape then was, we may suppose, from this time tempo­
rarily laid aside. But what as regards the Eucharist which 
had formed part of it? That they could not lay aside. But 
if it was not an essential part of the ordinance that it should 
be held in the evening ; it might very well be celebrated as 
part of their early morning service.2 

Is there anything very unnatural in the supposition that 
this change was made at this time in the region which came 
under the proprretorship of Pliny, and that the same cause 
was operative in the same direction sooner or later in other 
provinces of the empire ? 

There is no evidence of any early Communion before this 
date. After the reign of Trajan, we believe it will be found 
that although the agape 3 has by no means disappeared from 
view (it was but natural that under succeeding Emperors it 
should have its revival),4 the Eucharist has become (though 
not without exception) the service of the morning.5 

And if this be so, then it will be admitted that some con­
siderable amount of evidence has been adduced to show that 
the practice of early and fasting Communion came into the 

1 See Lightfoot, vol. i., p. 20. 
2 That the separation of the Eucharist from the agape resulted from 

the edict of Trajan is the view advocated by Professor Harnack. 
Probst supposes that the separation had been made earlier. "But he 
assumes," says Bishop Lightfoot, "without any evidence, &hat the change 
took place in St. Pa:ul's time, in consequence of the Apostle's denuncia­
tions of the irregularities at Corinth."-See Lightfoot, vol. i., p. 52. 

3 Tertullian's description of the agape gives no place for the Eucharist 
(Apo!., c. xxxix.), which, in Justin Martyr's time, had become a separate 
Service. 

• It seems to have had power to survive even the prohibition of Councils. 
fi When, on stationary days, it was deferred till 3 p.m., it was still, in 

the African Church, always received fasting. Cone. Carth. III., c. x.xix. 
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Christian Church, not of Apostolic ordering, but in part, at 
least, of Christian obedience to imperial regulation.1 

There are, no doubt, difficulties-some of them sufficiently 
obvious, and some of them apparently serious-in the way of 
accepting this theory. 

There is, first, the entire absence of any support for the 
theory from the writings of Christian antiquity. The evidence 
in its favour, such as it is, comes altogetber from without­
there is none from within the Christian Church. We look in 
vain for any statement made by any Christian writer of that 
age bearing any sort of witness to this imperial command 
as influenc1.ng the practice of the Church. And equally vain 
is the search (we believe) for any trace of any tradition in 
succeeding generations such as will give any support to the 
statement of Pliny. And certainly some trace of such a 
tradition might have been looked for; its absence undoubtedly 
seems strange. 

In answer, however, to this objection, it may be pleaded that 
there is an entire absence of crny reliable tradition of any other 
cause to account for the change. Some reason for the change 
there must have been. It may be very strange-it is a curious 
fact, that we have no account whatever of the change from the 
internal history of the Church. It is not more strange and 
unaccountable-it is, perhaps, rather somewhat less strange­
that there should be such a silence concerning it from this 
cause than from any other cause that may be assigned. 

Another difficulty arises from the way in which, afterwards, 
a religious character attached itself to the observance of the 
new rule. There is no question that before long, whatever ac­
count may be given of the change, the new practice assumed 
in the eyes of Christians an appearance of propriety and 
sacredness, such as is more easily accounted for on the sup­
position of its having a Christian than a heathen origin. This 
objection should have due weight given to it. We will only 
venture to express an opinion that it will lose weight in pro­
portion as we become conversant with the way in which 
feelings varied and changes grew, and habits of mind 
developed, and tendencies to asceticism multiplied, and ap­
proaches to superstition increased, as years rolled on, even m 
the early ages of the Christian Church.2 

1 Other circumstances may doubtless have concurred to bring about 
the change. Bishop Lightfoot considers it a reasonable inference, from 
Pliny's language, that the severance was due to those charges of immorality 
brought against the Christian festivals in the age of Trajan, and to the 
persecutions eMuing thereupon. Vol. i., p. 386. 

2 Even if, rejecting altogether the testimony of Pliny, we suppose that 
the growing tendencies of the Church, which enjoined fasting for the 
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A far more serious difficulty remains. If we are to rely on 
Pliny's statement, the Christians asserted that as the result of 
his edict, their love-feasts had already been discontinued. 
But Ignatius, if we accept the date usually assigned to his 
martyrdom, writi~g towards the close of the reign of Trajan, 
uses language which, as we have already seen, must be under­
stood to connect the Eucharist with the agape. 

This is a difficulty. But it must be remembered that the 
date of Ignatius's writing is, after all, very uncertain. It may 
have been before the issue of Trajan's edict. And even if it 
were after that date, it is quite open to us to suppose that the 
influence of the edict had not yet been felt in the parts with 
which Ignatius was conversant. It is clear that (to use the 
words of Bishop Lightfoot) " in some parts of Asia Minor, and 
probably at Antioch, the two (the agape and the Eucharist) 
were still connected when Ignatius wrote" (i., p. 52). 

And this supposition will harmonize with the suggestion we 
have already made that the mandate of the Emperor with 
reference to hetcerice, would affect the different parts of the 
empire, not probably all at once, but gradually, and as circum­
stances might make its operation to be tardy or expedited.1 

But at all events the difficulty will not be anyway removed 
or lessened by supposing, as has been supposed by some 
learned men, that the separation of the Eucharist from the 
agape, and its removal to the early service, had been effected 
before the imperial prohibition. There seems to us little to 
support this supposition, and something considerable to be 
urged against it.2 But what we are concerned with now is to 

sacrament of Baptism, are sufficient to account for the general spread 
of the requirement that the Eucharist also should be received fasting, 
which would necessitate its separation from the a,qape; and that this 
alone was the cause of the change of practice in the Church, it must 
still (we think) be acknowledged to be a post-Apostolic innovation, which 
crept in with no real Church authority. Even at the date of the A,oax•i 
fasting was enjoined before baptism. 

1 It seems not altogether improbable that in some places the first effect 
of the edict may have been to break up the larger gatherings of the 
agape into more private meetings for the same purpose. A.nd it is not 
perhaps an impossible supposition that this practice, in part, may have 
led to the admonition of Ignatius that they should not be held apart 
from the Bishop. In some provinces the Emperor may not have thought 
it necessary to issue any instructions OD. the subject. 

2 It rests on the'words of Pliny: 11 Se sacramento obstringere," etc. But 
there is nothing in' any ancient liturgy to which the description of Pliny 
could apply. If his sacramentum is to be understood as II a sacrament," 
it could hardly be any other than the sacram~nt of Baptis~. . But it is 
probable that Pliny did not use the word m any ecclesiastical sense. 
A.nd it must be remembered he is only repeating what had been re-
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observe that it leaves this difficulty exactly where it was. We 
have to reconcile the assertion of Christians, as reported by 
Pliny, that the agape was held no more, with the language of 
Ignatius, which evidently implies that those to whom he was 
writing were accustomed to hold their agape still. How the 
language of Pliny is to be reconciled with the languaO'e of 
Ignatius is more than we can presume with any confiden~e to 
determine. But certainly that reconciliation will not be ex­
pedited by supposing that the Supper of the Lord had before 
this ceased to form a part of the agape. And the connection 
in which the words of Ignatius stand, serves at least very 
strongly to suggest that no such separation was so much as 
known to him. 

\Ye are not aware that any other objections of any weight 
can be urged against the view we have ventured to maintain. 

It is too much, doubtless, to expect that we shall carry all 
our readers with us in all the particulars of our argument. 
Kor would we ourselves desire to speak too confidently on 
matters over which the light is dim-too dim for any to see 
clearly-and on which, therefore, all conclusions must be more 
or less conjectures.1 But this much, we venture to submit, 
may be regarded as pretty certain, that the rule of early and 
fa.stinO' Communion is as destitute of any kind of Apostolic 
sup:po~t as it is of any synodal2 authority in the primitive 
Chnstian Church. 

And now, in conclusion, we will venture to take with us this 
deduction, to add force to a very cogent Scriptural argument.3 

ported to him, and what be may probably have very imperfectly under­
stood. See also the well-considered statement of Canon Robertson, 
"Hi~t.," vol. i., p. 18. 

1 Many will probably think (perhaps with good reason) that too-much 
prominence has been given to one cause of the separation between the 
agape and the Holy Communion. The profound silence of the early 
Church leaves room for the suggestion of various causes. The effects of 
persecution, rendering the meetings for the agape impossible; the strange 
growth of asceticism, which peopled the deserts with men whose religion 
largely consisted in fasting-these and other causes must doubtless, at 
any rate, have conduced to make the change easy and natu~al. And 
when the change was once effected, these causes would certamly have 
operated in the way of making the practice of early Communion to be 
permanent. But we are disposed to question whether t_hese causes alone 
are sufficient to account for so remarkable a change bemg effected about 
the same time so generally throughout the empire. 

2 The Third Council of Carthage which enjoined fasting Communion 
was held A.D. 397. 

a 1£, with Bi~hop Lightfoot and others, we should be induced to thi~ 
the Eucharist bad been removed to the morning service before the edict 
of Trajan by reason of persecution and the stigma of "Thyestean ban­
quets," there will be nothing deducted from the force of this argument. 
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Irreverent abuses, nay, serious profanation did occur in the 
Corinthian Church in the days of Apostles, in connection with 
evening Communion. We have in Scripture a severe 
Apostolic rebuke of the behaviour of some members of that 
church at their evening gatherings to receive the Supper of 
the Lord. Bnt we know that, so far as Scripture is concerned, 
these abuses were not corrected by any injunction that Holy 
Communion should be received early and fasting. And we 
certainly think that it is something like a derogation from the 
high prerogative of Holy Scripture to suppose, that under 
such circumstances evening Communion should not have 
been clearly and absolutely prohibited in Holy Scripture, if the 
mind of the Spirit had been that evening Communions were 
in themselves reprehensible, or even to be generally avoided on 
account of the risk of irreverence. 

But still it was, perhaps, possible for those who regard 
evening Communions as always and of necessity evil to 
suppose that there were some wise reasons unknown to us on 
account of which the Apostle refrained from expressing his 
full mind on the subject m his letter, intending to prohibit the 
practice on his arrival at Corinth ; and that he was preparing 
them for such further ordering when he wrote, " The rest will 
I set in order when I come." 

Against such a theory there are, indeed, objections of 
enormous weight. To say nothing of the unnatural force 
which it seems to put on the Apostle's words,1 how could we 
reconcile such an intention of the Apostle with the fact that 
after this, evening Communion was his own Apostolic practice ?2 

But now looking back at the language of Scripture from the 
1 It would make Ta Xo,1ra mean, or at least include in its meaning, other 

and different, and in some points contrary, directions concerning the same 
matter. 

2 It is, with· some probability, inferred indeed from Acts xx. that at 
Troas the Apostle held the agape after administering the Holy Com­
munion ; whereas the language of 1 Cor. xi. has (with good reason) led 
many learned men to conclude that the:re the Eucharist bad followed the 
agape. (See Suicer, in voc. 'Aya1r11 ; and Bingham, xv. 7, § 7.) But it is 
impossible to escape the evidence that at Troas the brethren came to­
gether in the evening for the purpose of Communion. It has been argued, 
indeed, that " as St. Paul's sermon continued till midnight, he did not 
communicate till some time after" (Rodwell's "Are Evening Communions 
Scriptural?") ; so that this was a 'i:try early Communion. But will it be 
maintained that when the brethren came together to break bread they 
knew that the Apostle's discourse would last till the morning? or that 
St. Paul purposely prolonged his sermon that the Communion might 
come after midnight ? On the connexion of the agape with the Eucharist 
and the practice of Apostolic times, see Dollinger's " First Age of the 
Church," pp. 228-300. 

VOL. XIII.-NO. LXXVIII. 2 F 
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standpoint to which (as it seems to us) we have attained-the 
assurance that the practice of evening Communion was never 
prohibited by the Apostle St. Paul, nor by other Apostolic 
authority-how are we to reconcile it with any adequate view 
of the sufficiency of Holy Scripture or of any divine guidance 
for the Apostles, that the practice of evening Communion was 
allowed-and after evil resulting was continued to be allowed 
-was never reproved, never forbidden (not even temporarily 
when it led to profanation)-on the hypothesis that now 
evenin~ Communion ought always to be reproved, and never 
to be allowed in the Christian Church ? 

The feeling-the sentiment of St. Augustin and his days, 
was by St. Augustin made to rest upon-it was felt (and, we 
think, it is felt) that it needs to be supported by-Apostolic 
authority; and Apostolic authority is found utterly to fail it. 

In Apostolic times we see Apostles sanctioning evening 
Communion by their ow'n practice. We see an Apostle deal­
ing severely with evils that have connected themselves with 
the practice ; and we find him still not only allowing the 
practice, but not even suggesting that in consequence of the 
evil attending it might be well to discontinue it. 

In Apostolic and sub-Apostolic times, we have no reason to 
believe that the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, with all its 
awful sacredness and all its high significance, was usually received 
otherwise than (in some sense) as a supper, at supper-time. 

And if it be so that the Christian Church was moved, or 
mainly moved, to deviate in this matter from Apostolic pre­
cedent, not by any sense of religious fitness, but by willing 
accommodation of its practice in things indifferent to the 
authority of the empire, or to circumstances which made 
evening assemblies to be dangerous, then certainly there is 
something to be said in favour-now that he that letteth hath 
ceased to let-of a reformed Church-a Church reformed on 
the principle of acknowledging the supremacy of Scripture, 
and going back to follow the example of the earliest and purest 
ages of Christianity, returning in this matter-or at least 
allowing the return-to what was undoubtedly the rule of t~e 
Christian Church in the days of Apostles and of Apostolic 
traditions. 

We should be deeply grieved to be, and we should be sorry 
even to seem to be, advocates of anything tending to irre­
verence, or of anything that might derogate from the dignity 
of these holy mysteries. And we gladly acknowledge _that 
the dislike of eveningiCommunion is in many minds assoc1_ated 
only with a fear of its possibly leading to a less sacred estu~a­
tion of the Eucharist, and has no necessary connection w~th 
the dangerous and materialistic view of the sacrament which 
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has of late years been brought into this Church of England. 
Nevertheless, we believe that the practice of Apostolic times 
and the revival of that practice in our own times bears a very 
important testimony against these innovating doctrines. 

And we can hardly think that a charge of irreverence can 
justly be brought against a custom which Apostolic practice 
has certainly sanctioned, and which in the Scriptures of the 
New Testament is nowhere disallowed. N. DIMOCK. 

---®¥---

ART. IV.-CLERGY PENSIONS. 

THE subject of pensions for the clergy has been so long 
under discussion that it is a relief to have it at last pre­

sented to the Church in a practical form, by the promoters of 
the " CLERGY PENSIONS INSTTTUTION." And for this we are 
mainly indebted to the Rev. C. J. Robinson, Rector of West 
Hackney, and Mr. John Duncan, F.I.A .. 

Now that the " Form of Application for Admission " to 
membership has gone out to every clergyman in England and 
Wales, it may be worth while to sum up the arguments in 
favour of the establishment of such a scheme, and to explain 
the nature and object of this Institution, which proposes to 
deal with the question at once. 

Briefly, the "Clergy Pensions Institution" is a scheme for 
increasing the endowments of the Church of England, with a 
view to providing for her clergy the benefit which is secured 
to officers in the Army and Navy, by the system of retirement 
on half-pay. The Church of England has no funds at her 
disposal at the present time for this purpose. Neither the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, nor the Governors of Queen 
Anne's Bounty, have any monies out of which they could 
legally grant pensions. Existing endowments are inadequate. 
If the incomes of the beneficed clergy were equalized they 
would only provide an average gross income of less than £250 
a year. A thousand benefices offer an annual income under 
£100, and three thousand under £200. The incomes of the 
beneficed clergy are further reduced by the payment of a very 
large proportion of the stipends of seven thousand assistant 
curates; by a diminution of about 20 per cent. (or one-fifth) 
in the value of tithe rent-charge since 1880 ;- and by the 
difficulty of letting g-lebe farms, and the low rent at which it 
is now alone possible to let them at all. Then there are but 
fourteen thousand benefices, and the clergy number twenty­
four thousand. Of the beneficed clergy many have new 

2F2 
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district parishes, in which they are dependent for their income 
on seat-rents, or on the offertory, sources which suffer by the 
long-continued depression of trade ; and which sufter, too, 
when age or failing health interferes with the efficiency of 
the incumbent's ministrations in the parish or in the pulpit. 

The only provision now made for the retirement of the 
beneficed clergy is under the" Incumbents' Resignation Act, 
1871." The objections to that Act are-that it deals with the 
case of the beneficed clergy only; that it is practically useless 
for the four thousand of those who hold benefices of a less 
value than £200 a year ; that it provides the retiring incum­
bent with his pension at the expense of his successor, who 
has done nothing to deserve to forfeit a third of his income, 
and whose work may be considerably hampered in consequence 
of his diminished means. It is clear that fresh endowments 
are needed to supply for the clergy retiring pensions which 
shall be adequate in amount, securely guaranteed, and claim­
able by every clergyman who has spent his life in the service 
of the Church as the reward of that service, and therefore 
due to him from the Church. The establishment of such 
pensions would confer a benefit on the Church of England 
generally. It would benefit the older clergy, by holding out 
to them the certainty of an income on which they could 
afford to retire when overtaken by age or infirmity; the 
younger, by opening the prospect of a more rapid flow of 
promotion. It would benefit the laity by making far more 
easy than at present the removal of infirm incumbents, to be 
replaced by younger and more active men. Above all, it would 
be an act of justice on the part of the Church to her ministers. 

Let us examine the method by which the " Clergy Pensions 
Institution " proposes to meet the needs of the Church in this 
respect. 

We observe that it is a method which has the approval of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, who has accepted the position 
of President, and of a considerable number of our Bishops, 
amongst whom are such cautious and practical men as the 
Bishops of London, Durham, Rochester, and Worcester; 3:nd 
we are in a position to know that financially it has the sanct10n 
of the highest actuarial authorit;y. We are further informed 
that in the first instance it will be registered under th_e 
Friendly Societies Acts, and will be in effect a Mutual Provi­
dent Society, under the administration of a Board of Dir~ctors 
of influence and business experience. The whole available 
funds, after meeting necessary expenses, will be devoted to. the 
beneficiaries, there being no shareholders, nor capital, a~ lll _a 
Joint Stock Company. ~he main feature of th~ Instit~t10n_ is 
that there are two Sect10ns, A and B, the former msurmg 
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Deferred Annuities for the clergy in return for definite pay­
ments made to them on business terms ; the latter proposing 
to increase these annuities in the case of the clergy who are, 
or who become, unbeneficed, by a pension derived from an 
endowment fund created by extraneous contributions. 

The deferred annuities under Section A will be granted at 
exactly the same rates as those of the recently published 
Government Tables. No clergyman will benefit under Section 
B who has not become a member of the Institution under 
Section A; for Self-help is the fundamental principle of the 
Institution. If the laity of the Church are to be expected to 
do their duty, the clergy must also do theirs. 

In order to meet the immediate wants of the clergy, it is 
intended to admit any clergyman in England or Wales under 
the age of sixty-five, who applies for admission at once as an 
"original member," on payment of an annual subscription 
rano-ing from £2 2s. up to £7 7s., according to the age of the 
applicant. Subsequently clergymen not joining under twenty­
five years of age can only be admitted by purchasing a deferred 
annuity of £15, at the tabular cost according to their age; 
and the Directors will have full power to raise the terms in 
their case, if necessary. 

The position of an " ori~inal member " is privileged, because 
up to the present the clergy have had no opportunity of 
qualifying for a pension. But the privilege is limited to the 
amount of the pension which he may hope to receive. The 
annuity which he can claim by virtue of the annual premium 
which he pays, will be the same as that which he could pur­
chase at the Post Office on payment of the same amount, 
beginning at the same age-neither more nor less ; but it is 
intended to allot the pensions under Section B so as to 
equalize the amount payable to the original members under 
the two sections together. The amount of pension which can 
be granted to all who may become beneficiaries in any one 
year will be determined every year by actuarial advice, and 
publicly declared. The pension so declared will be guaranteed 
to the beneficiary for life, either by the purchase of a Govern­
ment Annuity, or by the hypothecation of the necessary 
portion of the funds of the Institution itself. It should be 
observed that as none of the annual payments of the clergy are 
applied to the purposes of Section B, the youn~er clergy are 
not placed at a disadvantage by the plan adopted for the bene­
fit of "original members " of all ages. When the list of 
" original members" is closed, the normal condition will be at 
once attained, in which new members will be ordinees under 
twenty-five years of age, who can qualify for a premium by 
the annual payment of £2 2s., to secure a deferred annuity of 
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£15 on reaching the age of sixty-five (premiums repayable at 
death before that age). In all other cases-viz., that of clergy­
men neglecting to apply now and applying later oh, that of 
fnture ordinees over twenty-five years of age at the date of 
their ordination, and that of future ordinees who neglect to 
apply till they are over twenty-five years of age, the rule will 
hold o-ood that they must buy a deferred annuity of £15 at 
the tabular cost accordine- to their age, or on such other terms 
as the Directors may deem desirable. Should a member 
become permanently incapacitated for work before reaching 
the age of sixty-five, he may retire on such proportion of his 
annuity as he would be entitled to claim at his then age, 
together with a pension reduced in the same proportion; or 
should he retain his vigour, and desire to continue his duties 
and his payments of premium beyond the age of sixty-five, he 
would receive a larger annuity on his subsequent retirement, 
and the full amount of pension to which he would have been 
entitled at sixty-five under Section B. Provision is also made 
for the case of members who wish to reduce, or to discontinue, 
their payments ; so that the utmost care is taken that the 
clergy should not, under any circumstances, be losers by 
associating themselves with the Institution. 

The principal objections that we have heard offered to the 
scheme are :-1. That it is not compulsory; 2. That it makes 
no provision for widows and orphans; 3. That it is one more 
added to the numerous clerical charities ; 4. That it does not 
take into consideration men's private means, nor the value of 
the benefices which they have held, in regulating the amount 
of their pensions ; 5. That it does not offer sufficient advan­
tages to the members. 

We believe that these objections may be satisfactorily dis­
posed of. 

I. A compulsory scheme would need an Act of Parliament, 
in other words, would involve indefinite delay; and it could 
only be imposed on future ordinees, and therefore would not 
come into operation for some thirty or thirty-five years after 
the passing of the Act. 

2. Provision is already made for the widows and children of 
clergymen by existing charities, having an aggregate income of 
not less than £100,000 a year. No provision is yet made for 
clergy pensions. 

3. The fund which the Institution proposes to raise under 
Section B is not more in the nature of charity than are the 
existing endowments of the Church. It is a righteous 
supplement to those endO"Wments. . 

4. As a corollary from the above, the amou~t of the peJ?,SlOll 
could not justly be made to depend on either the private 
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means, or the previous professional income, of the retiring 
incumbent. He has the same claim to the full amount that a 
retiring officer in her Majesty's service has to his half-pay, or 
a civil servant to his pension. In his case, as in theirs, it is 
allotted to him as the reward of service ; the fact that he has 
served the Church for so many years of his life is alone taken 
into account. If a retiring clergyman feels that he does not 
need the pension, and declines to take it, it is an act of 
generosity on his part, which will operate to the benefit of his 
poorer brethren; but if he feels that, being justly entitled to 
1t, he desires to claim it that he may use it as he pleases, he 
wrongs no one, and no one has a right to complain. The 
equal right to claim the pension is of the essence of the 
scheme. The question whether an incumbent availing him­
self of the Incumbents' Resignation Act would be qualified to 
draw a pension from the Institution, as well as from the 
benefice which he has vacated, would require careful considera­
tion. The permission to avail himself of both sources of 
income would, however, have the advantage of increasing the 
inducement to retire, and so expediting the flow of promotion 
in the Church. 

5. In adopting the Government Tables as the basis of the 
deferred annuities which it proposes to purchase for the 
clergy, the Institution aims at absolute security. The 
annuities themselves are small, because the scale is that by 
which the premiums are returnable in case of death ; and this 
scale has been selected in deference to the expressed wishes of 
the clergy themselves, and for the benefit of their families. 
But though the annuity purchased by an annual subscription 
of £2 2s., may be small, members are at liberty to pay any 
lar~er premium they please to secure a larger annuity; and it 
is the pension to be added to the annuity which, it is hoped, 
will constitute the principal portion of the income on which an 
a(J'ed clergyman will have to depend on his retirement, and 
which no ordinary insurance office can give him. Consider­
able sums of money have already been offered to found the 
Pensions Fund, and there can be little doubt that when 
wealthy and faithful Churchmen realize the benefit which the 
Institution is calculated to confer upon the Church at large, 
they will come forward readily, and contribute largely towards 
this supplementary Church endowment. That the clergy 
themselves are alive to the advantages of the scheme is 
proved by the fact that before the end of January more than 
a thousand had applied to become "oricrinal members.'' 

To sum up the advantages of the "cfergy Pensions Institu­
tion." It suggests a method by which adequate pensions may 
at once be secured to the aged and infirm clergy of our Church; 
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it offers absolute security; it is not dependent on the number 
of members, but will work as beneficially for twenty as for two 
thousand; it is no new charity, but a scheme for doing justice 
to the clergy; it er.tails no inquisitorial examinations into the 
means of the beneficiaries ; it is national in its scope ; it will 
welcome co-operation from existing Diocesan and General 
Clerical Charities; it establishes the two principles of self­
help on the part of the clergy, and of the claim which the 
Church has on the laity to promote the efficiency of the 
ministrations which she offers them. 

A large field is still open for the operations of the clergy 
charities, and it is much to be hoped that their administrators 
may see their way in the future to confer a benefit on the Church 
generally, by assisting the clergy whose means are limited to in­
sure for deferred annuities of a larger amount than that which 
an annual payment of £2 2s. can secure; and that parishes and 
congregations may be induced to aid their clergy in the same 
way; while societies like the Additional Curates, or Church 
Pastoral Aid, Society might impress on the younger clergy the 
obligation of making some provision for their later years, by 
insisting on membership of the Institution as a qualification 
for the reception of a grant. Above all, we must look to our 
Bishops to bring the matter before their candidates for ordina­
ti m, and, so far as they legally can, to stipulate with incum­
bents who give titles that the payment of the qualifying 
subscription to the Institution shall be included in the stipend 
which they undertake to give. By this means an important 
reform would gradually be effected in Church finance; those 
objects which the Institution has in view for the benefit of the 
whole Church would be attained; the clergy would be provided 
for in their old age; the flow of promotion would be accele­
rated, and the laity would be secured against inefficient minis­
trations. 

AUGUSTUS LEGGE. 

ART. V.-PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS OF ALGERIA. 

AS a general rule, the people who visit Algeria are probably 
in search of a health-resort either for themselves or 

others. As a winter residence, it has unquestionably ma~y 
charms. At the first sight of Algeria, one feels that 3:11 its 
surroundings indicate a state of things as regards climate 
quite unlike anything which the visitor had ever experienced 
before, at least in any part of Western Europe. He feels that 
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he has entered a new quarter of the world, in which there is 
nothing to remind him of the scenery or the sights of the various 
countries which he has left behind him on the northern side 
of the Mediterranean. As he enters the harbour, there rises 
on his left the peaks of the mighty Atlas range, and the 
Djurjura with snow-clad summits, not too near, nor yet too 
far, to spoil the enchantment of the view. On his right the 
blue waters of the Mediterranean stretch far away into the 
hazy distance; while immediately before him, full in view, the 
city of Algiers rises up in a series of terraces, displaying very 
conspicuously houses of dazzling whiteness as the bright sun 
shines out upon them from a cloudless sky. 

On the arrival of the steamer, the usual bustling energy 
may be observed among the rank and file of the luggage­
carriers and hotel-touters. The features of many of these 
men is unmistakably of the Arab type. As the passengers 
land on the quay, the excitement becomes more intense, as 
each one is trying to secure the necessary arrangement for the 
transport of himself and family (unless he be what the Irish 
peasant calls "a lone man"), together with bag and baggage, 
to the hotel whi0h he may have previously selected. 

When fairly fixed in his "quarters," and after a somewhat 
late breakfast, he saunters forth to take the bearings of the 
place where, "barring accidents" (to use the phraseology of 
University boating language), he has made up his mind to 
spend the next five months. Solemn-visaged Moors, dressed 
in the peculiar costume of the country, may be seen listlessly 
loitering about. French soldiers, conspicuous by their well­
known uniforms, are easily recognised; French priests, with 
their beards of nature's growth, 1pass and repass. Moorish 
Jews, in groups of twos and threes, stand chatting together. 
There is a balmy freshness in the air, and a clearness m the 
atmosphere, which at once impress the visitor the moment 
he leaves the house. The prominent character of Algerian 
meteorology is-light. No place has more of it. The sobri­
quet given to the city in the Arab vernacular language is 
El Behejia, which means "the brilliant." I have had expe­
rience of the Riviera, with its many prettily-situated health­
rer,orts along the shore of the Mediterranean from Marseilles 
to Genoa; but in spite of all the advantao-es which they 
undoubtedly possess from their situation an~ climate, none 
of them, in my opinion, can be compared to Algiers. Evi­
dently there are very many who inhabit the most favoured 
cities in Southern Europe who seem to give the preference to 
Algiers. This may be seen from the variety of nationalities 
which one meets with in the Arcade, in the streets-every­
where in fact. Marseilles, Lyons, Malaga, Rome, Palermo, 
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everything presents unusual appearances, there must neces­
sarily be a good deal which appeals to one's natural curiosity. 
The types of the various races, and their singular and, in 
many cases, picturesque costumes, will at first engage the 
attention of the stranger. Then there is the special charm of 
the suburban gardens, with their constant verdure. The trees 
everywhere are clad in the brightest of green; palms, bamboos, 
orange groves, the eucalyptus, fig-trees. The interesting fact 
for the stranger is that it 1s in winter, while he is a resident in 
the country, that the trees are considerate eno~~h to appear 
to their best advantage. In the spring the etfect is by no 
means so striking. But what of tliat? the visitor has gone 
after enjoying the full benefit of his winter's sojourn. 

Apart from the natural advantages of the place, the town 
itself will always afford the European much interesting research. 
The high town and the low town into which Algiers is divided 
are as distinct in their details as if they belonged to different 
countries separated by continents and by centuries from each 
other. In the low town are arcades where persons can exercise 
during all weathers, and never want some object of art to 
amuse the eye. The high town is particularly distinguished 
by its Moorish streets. There is nothing in the East which 
presents a more curious spectacle, which to the stranger 
supplies a source of inexhaustible explorations and sur:rrises. 
The streets, if such they can be called, are unlike anythmg of 
the kind to be seen in Europe. In some respects they present 
a faint resemblance to the narrow alleys in the Chinese 
quarters of San Francisco, and with something of the same 
low type of demoralization. It would be impossible to 
describe the tortuosity of these streets-lanes would be a 
better word-so sombre, and primitive. The mysterious­
lookin&° dens which meet the eye as one goes forward, and the 
Moorish women, with their arabesque ornaments and dress, 
present a si~ht which can nowhere be met with except in the 
far East. 'I hose who have been at Cairo or Constantinople say 
that on their return to Algiers, this part of the town loses 
nothing of its singularity and interest m their estimation. 

All Arab women,from theageoffifteen to fifty-five, are obliged, 
in conformity with the rigorous caprice of conventional pro­
priety, to be veiled. Some show both their eyes, others only one. 
It is said, I do not know whether it may not be in mild irony, 
that those who go about with both eyes exposed are married 
women, and that those who have but one eye visible are tho 
unmarried. However this may be, one sees the two forms of 
head-gear at almost every turn. 

There is a very urgent necessity for some kind-hearted 
Christian women to organize, or to assist in organizing, a 
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mission to the members of their sex among the :eopulation in 
the high town. The condition of the women is something 
deplorable, far exceeding anything that could be credited if it 
were described in its true colours. The women are extrava­
gantly fond of ornaments. Their head-dress is composed 
mainly of small coins strung together, and carefully arranged 
so as to fall gracefully from their dark hair. Also chains of 
the same kind are worn round their necks. In the villages in 
the country no man who is a stranger is permitted to enter 
the house of any of the people. While the husband is out 
~orking, his wife r~mains rigidly indoors, engaged probably 
rn makmg some article of dress. Frequently there are two or 
more :women engaged in this occupation. Then they sit on 
mats m a sort of work-room, not belonging to their houses, 
and if anyone wishes to buy a burnous or anything of 
that kind, they are allowed under certain restrictions to enter. 

I saw one young woman in one of the villages, about six 
miles or so in the country, about twenty years of a~e, 
walking from one house to another, and judging from the 
extraordinarily elaborate way in which her back-hair was 
plaited and interwoven with some bright yellow material, I 
should think that it must have taken up some considerable 
portion of the morning to work it into such a wonderful 
arrangement. It was all twined together into a single twist, 
about a foot in length, and so substantially inwrought with the 
yellow fabric that it stood out in exclusive independence from 
her head. The guide who was with me, being- a Mussulman, 
was a privileged individual, and through his mfiuence I was 
permitted to see the interior of some of the houses of the 
villagers in which there were no women at the time. As to 
the men-the Mussulmans-with rare exceptions they dress 
to-dav as was the custom in the time of Abraham. 

The language we hear in the street is many-tongued. 
Algiers in a remarkable degree possesses a polyg-lot population. 
You could not walk through any of the principal streets for 
half an hour without hearing a distracting variety of languages. 
Spanish, French, German, Turkish, Italian, Arabic, English, 
etc., combine in bewildering mixture all the languages of the 
world. The Algerians, like every other people, have their good 
and their bad sides of character. They are quick-tempered 
and irritable, not too sober as regards strong drink, jealous 
and vindictive. The least novelty attracts and amuses them 
like children. Their festivals are carried on with uproarious 
mirth, for which they have powers of endurance, which few 
people in other countries possess. On the other hand they are 
very obliging and kind-hearted, much enduring, and resigned 
to annoyances against which others would loudly protest. 
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They are very liberal; whether it be for the help of the poor 
who have suffered in France from sudden inundation, or what­
ever be the occasion, they subscribe cheerfully to the calls of 
philanthropy. On the whole they are a pleasant people to live 
amongst, and as a stranger, so long as you treat them fairly 
you will never have reason to complain of them. Owing to 
their climate they are very precocious. At fifteen they are 
young men and young women-married, and quite settled. 
At twenty-five or thirty all the charm of life is over and they 
begin to look old. 

As to the personal experiences of the hybernating strangers, 
so far as the climate is concerned, there may be somewhat 
different opinions according to the season, which is not always 
equally favourable. If his first acquaintance with Algiers be 
in the early part of the month of November, the change from 
England to Al~iers will be specially noticeable. Anyone who 
has experienced the depressing influence of a London fog at 
the setting in of an Eng1ish winter, and who has had the good 
fortune to leave the heavy atmosphere of the comfort-killing 
metropolis behind him, will never forget his first sensation of 
thankfulness on his landing in Algeria. If you leave London, 
say on a Thursday morning, Paris is reached the same evening. 
Starting from the French capital on Friday, Marseilles is 
reached about noon next day. If speed be of consequence to 
the health-seeker, he can embark the same day on board a 
steamer which leaves Marseilles for Algiers at five o'clock in 
the afternoon. If the passa~e be tolerably good, Africa should 
be reached about eleven o'clock on Monday morning. Thus 
by fair and easy-going locomotion, anyone can arrive at 
Algiers from London in four days and a few hours. By 
continuous travelling it could be done in one day less. 

The steamers are small, but well found. The passage is 
generally smooth. In my case I was unfortunate, both in going 
to and returning from Algeria, to have come in for unusually 
exceptional weather. It blew a heavy gale on both occasions. 
In returning to Marseilles we had to make for the Spanish 
coast, so as to get under shelter, and having wearily beaten 
about the Gulf for many hours, we turned up at Marseilles after 
a very unpleasant passage. The most motley group of pas­
sengers that I have ever seen on ship-board in any part of 
the world were congregated on this occasion. Arab traders 
going to France to purchase their stock-in-trade; soldiers and 
officers of the French army, representincr a contingent of 
almost every arm of the service, returning home on furlough ; 
Algerian Jews, merchants from Marseilles and the chief towns 
along the Riviera, together with a few English and French 
passengers whom" urgent private affairs" compelled to return 
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to their respective homes-all these formed my compagnons 
de 'l'Oyage. �~� othing could have been more agreeable than our 
experiences of the Mediterranean, during the first twelve 
hours after our departure from Algiers. Then the wind shifted 
round, and we gradually became aware, by the motion of the 
vessel, that the surface of the water was no longer in that mill­
pond smoothness which it presented since we had left port. In 
a very short time we had all the signs and tokens of a coming 
hurricane, which lasted for more than thirty hours. One by 
one the saloon passengers disappeared from the festive board 
at breakfast or dinner time, until of the whole assembly the 
captain, the surgeon, and myself were the only persons left to 
sit down to our quiet repast. So far as I was concerned the 
sensation was far from being agreeable. Dinner over, I came 
to the conclusion that the better part of valour was discretion. 
Accordingly I returned to my cabin, and there I remained 
until we came well within easy distance of the French 
harbour. The bustle on our arrival was according to usual 
experience on such occasions. The only exception seemed to 
me to arise from the fact that suspicious-looking persons came 
on board, and in confidential whispers suggested to me and 
other English passengers that, for a trifling consideration, they 
could save all trouble as to having our luggage examined by 
the Custom officers. 

But I must return in imagination to Algiers, and describe 
the society and everyday life there during the temporary 
m_igration of our winter visitors, whether as invalids or other­
wise. 

The first thing which demands attention is your place of 
residence. When I was there the hotels were not very Rood. 
Since then a new and handsome one has been built. Some 
that looked outwardly very imposing were, as regards their 
interior economy, badly managed; while one or two that 
presented no signs of external impressiveness were very fairly 
organized in everything that concerned the comfort and wel­
fare of the guests. 

The custom then was, it may be so still, for everyone to pay 
the same price for meals, whether one remained a single day or 
through the whole winter. There was· a reduction for apart­
ments according to the time they were occupied, but no abate­
ment for meals, no matter how long one continued there. 

A lady on board the steamer, one of our fellow-passengers, 
who had spent many winters in Algiers, recommended us to go 
to the Hotel de la Regence, where she always put up. Accord­
ingly we decided on landing to make for it. If my mind had 
not been made up, I should have been fairly distracted by t~e 
energetic canvassing of hotel-touters, in the interest of thell' 



Personal Recollections of Algeria. 447 

employers. The approach to our hotel presented a strange 
contrast, judging from the foliage on the trees and the form of 
the houses, to everything of the kind in Europe of which I 
had any previous experience. In front of the principal en­
trance was a passage well supplied with chairs, in which, 
under cover of bamboo and palm trees, the inhabitants sat 
smoking cigars and drinking coffee, with that air of the dolce 
far niente which so strongly marks the peofle in tropical and 
semi-tropical countries. Breakfast was wel served by French 
waiters who could speak English with passable fluency. A 
man must be very hard to be pleased who could find fault 
with the cuisine and general arrangements of this house. 
They were perfectly satisfactory, though not on such a scale 
of luxury or refinement as one might find in France at the 
same price ; nothing was left undone by the proprietor to 
secure the convenience of his guests. 

For my own part, I always prefer hotels to boarding-houses. 
You have very little variety in the latter at any place; but in 
a health-resort still less so. One never enjoys the privilege of 
obscurity; there is no margin left for privacy. The same 
faces, day after day, at the same hours are apt to grow somewhat 
monotonous. It is, no doubt, cheaper to go to a "pension;" 
but what you save in money you often lose in comfort. There 
is, moreover, a demand made upon one's amiability of temper 
which is not at all times quite at your complete disposal, more 
especially when you find yourself compelled to sit down two 
or three times a day with the same people whose idiosyncrasies 
at times are somewhat too angular. A boarding-house is a 
miniature republic. "Equality" is the basis of companion­
ship, but it does not always follow that "fraternity" lends its 
co-operative harmony; whereas in an hotel you are as free as 
you please. You can come and go just as the suggestions of 
your " own sweet will " may lead you. You can have your 
own table with selected friends, or, if sufficiently morose, one 
by yourself. It is the sense of liberty that makes an hotel 
preferable, in my opinion, to any boarding-house, however 
comfortable. Or if you prefer to dine at the table d'hote, there 
are always some new arrivals~who give variety to the scene. At 
all events, one is not doomed to undergo the experience of all 
the little pettifogging eccentricities which the habitues. of 
boarding-houses sometimes acquire, or the thinly-disguised 
selfishness of crotchety individuals, men or women. The 
monotonous atmosphere of the generality of" pensions" which 
one experiences at the regular health-resorts, either in Europe 
or Algeria, not unfrequently produce a tameness and a same­
ness in everyday experience. Life in an hotel, even if it be 
not of the very first class, is, to my mind, a more enjoyable 
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place of sojourn than in a boarding-house of the ordinary 
type. Of course they are very useful places of residence for 
those who like them, but the hotel gives a greater latitude, 
and does not interfere so much with your individualism. 

In Algiers you have to decide whether you will stay in the 
town near the sea, or go up to Mustapha Superior, on the hill­
side which overlooks and commands the town. The air is 
perhaps purer, the view more extended, and the walks more 
isolated than what can be met with down below. Whether 
you make up your mind to live above or below, it is certain 
that the air is very fine in either situation, and there is the 
usual balance of advantage and disadvantage according to the 
position selected. I tried both, but I prefer the town. There 
is greater variety, and something or other may be seen almost 
every hour to interest or amuse one. 

The English colony gives to Algiers its chief interest for 
English visitors who go to sojourn there for a winter's ex­
perience. There is no place of the kind where, on the whole, 
there is better society or more agreeable people. The one 
drawback is the sight of the number of persons who, so far 
as appearances go, are under sentence of death. Still, there 
is a very large percentage of visitors here, as in every other 
health-resort, who have nothing to do but to consider how 
they can best dispose of the time on their hands. There 
are many facilities for making excursions all around, even as 
far as the very edge of the desert. Sportsmen can have a 
good time among the mountains. There are plenty of par­
tridges to be had at a little distance, and other kinds of game 
also. If one wishes to see :the native monkeys carrying on 
their amusing gambols, and enjoying their too short existence 
among the branches of time-honoured trees, he will be able to 
gratify his curiosity by paying a visit to Blidah. In fact, for 
the man of health and wealth, there are ample resources for 
his passing a very pleasant time in and around Algiers.1 

The climate, about which so much has been said and written, 
is, after all, an uncertain one so far as regards rain. The air is 
always mild and pleasant, but it is not always quite agreeable 
to the invalid; hence there are seasons in which he is obliged 
to seek "fresh fields and pastures new." Sometimes I have 
known persons sent by their physicians in England to Cannes 
for the winter. On arriving there they have been ordered off 
without one day's delay to Algiers. Having reached this sup-

1 As regards travelling in Algeria, the railroad from Algiers to Oran 
renders it convenient for anyone to visit the interior, or in case of 
necessity for change of climate, to go to Spain, with which a regular 
service of steamers is kept up from Oran. 
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posed goal of their wanderings, the medical authorities there 
have expressed wonder at their being ordered to that place, 
and forthwith have told them to go to Malaga or some other 
winter residence. The climate-doctors are not altogether free 
from blame in this matter. Sometimes, to gratify a special 
whim of the invalid, particularly in the case of ladies, they 
are ordered, it may be, to Egypt, or to Africa, or to France, or 
to Italy, or to Spain, or perhaps to the South of England. 
Occasionally there is not sufficient care taken to select just 
the very place which is best adapted to the circumstances of 
the person seeking change of air and scene. 

I am satisfied that in many instances invalids would, on the 
whole, be just as well off as regards health, and very much 
better as regards comfort, if they were to stay in England. Of 
course there is more sunshine abroad, greater variety, com­
plete change of scenery, more freedom from care by contact 
with the easy-going inhabitants of continental health-resorts. 
But there is more "roughing" necessary, and the sanitary ar­
rangements are seldom, except in the case of Cannes, as good 
as they ought to be. I have known instances in which 
patients went to Italy or France to arrest the incipient 
symptoms of consumption, and they died from the effects of 
typhoid fever, brought on by defective draina&'e or water con­
taining impurities. However this may be, tnere can be no 
doubt that there exists a perfect craze on the part of English­
men and Englishwomen to go abroad, quite regardless of any 
other consideration than that of leaving England. It verifies 
the old saying, "All things are double one against the other." 
There is much to be said on both sides. But, as a rule, 
health-seekers seem to consider one side only. 

The native customs in social life present hardly any differ­
ence from the days of Abraham. Weddings are conducted 
almost on the same scale as regards the time occupied in the 
elaborate ceremonial, the feasting, and the fun, as of old. The 
bride, if she be the daughter of wealthy parents, is decked 
out with magnificent dresses and jewels, which she is supposed 
to change several times a day, to suit the ever-varying pro­
gramme of the wedding festival. There is no end of proces­
sions, and each of them demands a different dress. The bride 
takes up her residence in one part of the house, where she is 
surrounded with her female friends and attendants. The 
bridegroom has his apartments at the other side of the house, 
where he is waited upon by his male friends and acquaintances, 
who keep up a constant excitement with hilarious glee, and 
the not very alluring melody of the tom-tom. Processions are, 
on both sides of the house, formed from time to time by the 
bride and bridegroom, and approach each other with great pomp 
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and circumstance, and immediately retire again to their 
respective quarters. These are the only occas10ns on which 
" the happy pair " meet each other during these prolonged 
and complicated performances connected with the festivities. 
They last for about four days. The bride's head is decked 
with profuse ornamentation in the arabesque fashion. Her 
natural beauty is considerably marred by the profuse applica­
tion of paint. Her nails are coloured with henna, and she is 
elaborately made up, as much as possible, by the aid of native 
art, to look what is considered by the Arabs perfectly beauti­
ful. Ko curious eyes of the male sex are permitted, under any 
pretext, to look upon the bride, even at a distance. None but 
women are suffered to enter her part of the house during these 
days of hymeneal rejoicings. None but men are allowed to 
see the bridegroom, so that there is a total separation and an 
impassable barrier between them until the ceremonial pro­
gramme has been completely gone through. The bride is 
often only thirteen years old. The women are all uneducated. 
Their minds are a complete blank for any intellectual pur­
poses. They think of nothing but their personal adornment. 
From one end of their lives to the other they continue 
children, and like them are pleased with toys and trinkets, 
and sugar-plums. They are kept under the strictest sur­
veillance by their husbands. The women of the wealthy 
classes seldom, if ever, go out. If they do they are carefully 
veiled, and always well attended. 

Among the natives of North Africa the husband exercises 
despotic power;; over his wife. He has uncontrolled jurisdic­
tion. The relation between husband and wife is a household 
affair, with which the outside public have no concern. The 
woman is helpless-a slave of man's convenience, without 
redress when wronged, and without protection when insulted. 
They go and come just as servants, when for any reason their 
services are no longer required. What woman was in the East 
she still is, wherever the doctrine of Jesus Christ has not per­
meated the moral nature of man, and has elevated woman to 
the proper standard of her natural rights. 

A visit to the principal mosque in Algiers affords the 
stran()'er to .Mohammedan ritual an occasion for reflection upon 
the e~traordinary vitality attaching to the perverted ingen~ity 
of an enthusiastic religious adventurer. It is a curious sight 
to see these Mohammedans at their daily devotions. With 
their faces turned in the direction of Mecca, and seated on the 
matted floor, they repeat their prayers with occasionally 
vehement ~jaculations, when they all prostrate themselves to 
the ground. The building is apparently in the form of a 
rectangle, surmounted by a dome, and flanked by minarets. 
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It is divided into naves by columns united by semicircular 
Moorish porches. An open court in front contains a fountain 
for the prescribed ablutions. Inside one can see neither altar 
nor seats, only a matted floor, with the pulpit or Mimbu,r of 
the Imam,, and a niche in the wall on the side towards }Iecca, 
to which the faithful address their prayers. The columns are 
covered with matting for about six feet from the ground. The 
only decorations consist of lamps, arabesques, and verses of the 
Koran inscribed in golden letters. All leave their shoes out­
side. Forgetting this reverential observance-" Take off thy 
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is 
holy ground "-I unwittingly entered the mosque, but I was 
very quickly, yet courteously, reminded of my unintentional 
neglect of the Mohammedan rule in this respect. Having 
instantly apologized, I withdrew to the porch, and leaving­
there my shoes, I returned again. I was struck by the ex­
treme earnestness of devotion of these people, which was all 
the more weird-like' and mysterious from the unintelligible 
sounds which reached my ears. 

English society in Algiers consists mainly of the visitors. 
who go there for health, and of a small number of residents. 
who live in the town or neighbourhood all the year round. 
The latter are very few. From the fact that each season 
presents a different assemblage of English people, the usual 
amount of caution and reserve on the part of the strangers. 
may be noticed here as elsewhere. There is no nation whose 
people are so shy of each other and so exclusive as the 
English. The feeling of exclusiveness may almost be said to• 
be congenital with us as a nation. We like to travel alone, to 
live alone, to lodge alone, and to form our own little clique­
" We four and no more." There is a certain class of persons 
who are always self-asserting simply because they are always 
doubting themselves. They are afraid that they will not get 
that position to which they think that they are entitled, from 
whatever cause, unless they are perpetually keeping themselves. 
in evidence before the public. Such persons are al ways in a 
state of perpetual unrest. They are self-tormentors. They 
are " touchy" in the extreme, and both in season and out of 
season are always reminding the world of their lineal descent 
from some notable personage who fi()'ured in the Crusades, 
or came over on the military staff of \Villiam the Conqueror. 
An Irishman, who acted as groom to a master who hated all 
"show," was once twitted by another groom in the employment 
of a master who, having made a considerable fortune in trade, 
purchased the property of a ruined country gentleman. The 
groom of the newly-enriched, looking one day at the harness 
on the horses of the gentleman who hated all '' show," said: 

2a2 
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"W11y don't you get your master to buy decent harness?'' 
Groom No. 1 replied: "Sure now, and aren't they good 

enough?" 
"No," said groom No. 2; "they are not silver-mounted, and 

there is no crest upon them, like my master's harness.'' 
"Ah! then, now, you omathaun," said groom No. l · 

"what does my master want with his crest stuck all over th~ 
backs of his horses,just as if he doubted himself? Not a bit 
of it, my fine fellow; sure, doesn't all the world know that 
my master came down straight all the way from Brian 
Borohme, the great King of Ireland who was killed at the 
battle of Clontarf-and what does he want to do with crests 
as if he forgot the ould stock from which he came ?" ' 

The Irish groom's remarks remind me of a certain e-entle­
man who, having attained high professional distinctio;, gave 
orders to a London broker '' to buy up ancestry'' for him ! 
W ardour Street contains as many pictures of "kmgh ts of old," 
whether originals or copies, as would satisfy any man's ambi­
tion in that respect. It is amusing to watch the airs and 
affectation of some people at these health-resorts, and to 
notice how they "spread out their canvas " to get into society, 
whereas "the-never-doubt-themselves" people are utterly indif­
ferent about the matter. At all fashionable watering-places and 
health-resorts the vain egotism of many renders them a nuis­
ance. The majority of visitors, however, are usually very pleasant 
people, sensible and agreeable, for whom the natural advan­
tages of the place are the chief attractions. They abjure 
gaiety and garish entertainments. So Iona- as they can have 
fresh air, exercise, and sunshine, and are allowed to enjoy the 
privilege of obscurity, they are perfectly indifferent as to who 
may wish to cultivate their acquaintance, or who may desire 
to avoid them. 

There are very pleasant social gatherings in Algiers during 
the winter at the British Consulate. But evening parties are 
not very general-at least, were not. There is a fair amount 
of quiet friendly and informal parties, consisting of the visitors 
who meet at each other's houses. But as the greater number 
are more intent upon health-seeking than J?leasure, and as 
many are unwilling or unable from indisposit10n to take part 
in evening dunio11s, there is a good deal of home-feeling and 
home-keeping. In spite of all that one can do to keep off the 
tinge of melancholy, the sight of many sufferers evidently in 
the last stage of consumption irresistibly forces upon sensitive 
minds the sad fact that there are many to whom Algiers will 
prove their final resting-place; or, at all events, a forlorn hope 
-the last plank after shipwreck. I cannot recall the name of 
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a single friend or acquaintance whom I then knew, and were 
confirmed invalids. who are now alive--not one. 

No one possessing any tenderness of heart can look with­
out emotion upon the misery of others. The law of friendship 
is to some extent a community of possession. We are made 
the confidants of intimate acquaintances, until, little by little, 
our friends become rather "part of us than ours." A word in 
secret spoken has more effect than many letters written at a 
distance; one look has more in it than all the cold processes 
of pen, ink, and paper. And when one calls to mind the 
painful experiences of health-resorts in England, on the Con­
tinent, and elsewhere, cold indeed must that heart be that can 
look back upon a sojourn at Bournemouth, or St. Leonard's, 
or Cannes, or Montreux, or Baden-Weiler, or Algiers, etc., etc., 
without a feeling of sadness, which all the associations of time 
to come, however happy, can never obliterate from the mind. 
Happy indeed must be the retrospect where these places have 
proved turning-points in the restoration of impaired health 
and vigour. But when "friends depart and Memory takes 
them to her caverns pure and deep," a shade of sadness must 
always pass over one's thoughts when we recall the circum­
stances connected with the failure of every effort to regain 
lost ground, and the delusion of every hope that told its 
flattering tale. 

G. w. WELDON. 

___ * __ _ 

ART. VI.-DR. EDERSHEIM ON WELLHAUSEN'S 
THEORY. 

PropheciJ and H-iswriJ in Relation to the :Messiah. The Warburton 
Lectures for 1880-1884. By ALFRED EDERSIIErn, M.A., Oxon, 
D.D., Pn.D. Longmans. 

THE subject chosen by Dr. Edersheim for his Warburton 
Lectures is one of the most fascinating that can secure 

the attention of the Christian apologist. It lies at the very 
heart of Revelation ; and to trace the golden thread running 
through the volume of the Book wherein it is written concern­
ing the Hope of Israel and of Humanity demands the his-best 
gifts of the theologian, coupled with ·the acuteness of the 
accomplished critic and the constructive intellect of the 
scientific historian. This subject may easily become the 
dominant force in the life of a student, leading him through 
the well-trodden paths of history, and lurin~ him to explore 
dark tracts in the past till he finds the lig11t broaden to its 
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~entral source, though at first its radiance was but an after­
gl,::iw that seemed ready to fade from the favoured spots on 
which it still lingered. To carry out his scheme comprehen­
sively, the writer must conceive a ,veil-defined theory of the 
history of the Jewish people, and fortify it by trustworthy 
notice of the sacred Hebrew books. He would be led to 
compare the :Messianic Hope, as it unfolded itself in them, 
always rising to a higher because more spiritual standard, 
with the religious ideas of other nations, that are persistently 
turned to the past rather than the future, and lose all hold 
upon the heart and conscience the longer we are conversant 
with them. Such a work would show on a smaller scale what 
the history of man shows on a larger-how the Christ draws 
all to Himself, and dominates the whole nature that comes 
within the circle of His influence. We must not be seduced, 
however, into writing an ideal sketch of a work that does not 
exist, but hasten to assure our readers that though these 
Lectures do not occupy as wide a field as their title seems to 
indicate, they are deeply interesting as indicating the line on 
which the attack and defence of Christian faith in the Old 
Testament Scriptures will move. We are tempted to wish 
that the arguments adduced in them had been put more 
tersely, and in a form that would have imprinted itself 
more firmly upon the memory. We should also have pre­
ferred the conflict with negative criticism removed from the 
bod_y of the work, while the author's conclusions might 
have been incorporated in his Lectures without any break 
in the continuity. But we welcome the work as a most 
useful one, for it shows that many of the conclusions of the 
negative criticism are based upon insufficient data, that it has 
omitted to weigli many of the weightiest arguments that are 
ad \"anced by its opponents, and that it parades as facts what 
are to a large extent nothing but the play of an unbridled 
literary fancy, which casts a delusive gleam upon the darkness 
of the past. 

There are twelve Lectures contained in this book. The first 
traces the origin of Christianity to the Old Testament ; the 
second deals with the "kingdom of God " as the leading idea in 
it: the third establishes the position that the New Testament 
presents Christ as the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy. 
Lectures IV., V., and VI. lay down some fundamental prin­
ciples in regard to prophecy and its fulfilment. This section 
is the least satisfactory in the book. The statements lack the 
precision that appeals so powerfully to the ordinary reader, 
and worst of all, the illustrations are neither sufficiently vivid 
nor full. Had the introductory Lectures been compressed, Dr. 
Edersheim, without increasing the bulk of his work, might 
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have furnished a full and satisfactory account of the nature 
and office of prophecy in the ancient Church, with special 
reference to the Messianic hopes it awakened and sustained 
amongst the Hebrews. We purpose returning to consider at 
length the discussions in Lectures VII. and VIII. ; but would 
draw especial attention to the four remaining Lectures which 
deal with the Post-Exilian period. The general reader will find 
much interesting matter here of a kind that he could not have 
gathered from any one English author, nor from foreign sources 
without great trouble and research. In this department Dr. 
Edersheim is an undoubted master, and those who submit 
themselves to his guidance will find that a guide who is pre­
eminently capable is prepared to give them the benefit of his 
unique knowledge. We will quote one or two passages to 
show what these chapters contain. Our first quotation pre­
sents a vivid picture of Israel at the conclusion of the exile: 

Yet here also Israel bad failed. It was the beginning of its last fatal 
failure. Not only did Israel not understand its mission, but it had not 
heart for it. In the first of the three periods-that of the law, holiness, 
priestbood, and symboli8m-Israel had failed through a bare externalism. 
In the second of the periods-that of teaching, prophetism, and the 
prospect of conquest of the world for God-Israel had failed, on the one 
hand, through apostasy to heathenism, and so on the other, through 
national pride, selfishness, and vainglory. And in the third and final 
period of. completion Israel utterly and finally failed, misunderstood the 
teaching of God, and perverted its mission; failed even in its repentance 
of past sins. . . Israel's final apostasy in the time of Christ began not at 
His appearance ; this was only the logical outcome of all that bad 
preceded. And Israel's fina.l rejection also began not with the subjection 
to Rome, still less with the burning of the city and temple, but with the 
return from the exile. . . . Israel was baptized in the wilderness unto 
Moses to a new and promising spiritual life ; it was ossified in the exile 
to a religion of Pharisaism, exclusiveness, and national isolation and 
pride. No wonder that new forms had to be created for the Divine 
Spirit, and that no longer Palestinianism but Hellenism ~eca:ne the great 
factor and connecting link between the kingdom of God and the king­
doms of the world. Thus the old fig-tree withered at its roots. The 
Dia.spora, rather than the Palestinian minority, became the missionaries 
of the world; Hellenist th0ught, culture, and modes of presentation­
not Pharisaism or Rabbinism-became the medium through which the 
kingdoms of the world were to be made the kingdom of God. 

This passage shows a very clear insight into the mental and 
spiritual condition of Israel after the Exile, and as a companion 
to it we quote the discriminating criticism on the Apocrypha, 
which "themselves mark their line of separation from the 
Canonical Books :" 

The presentation of the Divine Being is no longer as in the Old Testa­
ment. Sometimes it is gracious in its form, as chiefly in the Book of 
Wisdom, and in minor degree in some portions of Ecclesiasticus ; in other 
books, as in Judith and Baruch, it is Judaic, nan·ow, and nationalistic, 
while in Tobit we have almost the late Rabbinic view of the propitiation 
of God by alms. Similar remarks apply to the presentation of the 
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doctrine of Creation and of Providence. As regard8 the doctrine of 
angels the Apocrypha have much more developed teaching, which in the 
ca~e of Tobit descends to the low level of superstition-a respectable 
religiosity and a sort of common-sense decency take the place of fervour of 
love, enti~e!less o~ devotion ; externalis~ of work, rather than deep, 
mward, spiritual views, characterizes the righteousness described. Thus 
we ha,e in the Apocrypha a marked divergence from the lines followed 
in the Canonical Books of the Old Testament. The latter, as has been 
well remarked, led up to the manger of Bethlehem ; the Apocrypha may 
as regard~ dogmatic views, be considered only a kind of preface to late; 
Judaism (p. 309). 

The tenth Lecture deals with the Pseudepigrapha-" A 
series of spurious writings mostly professing to be derived 
from Old Testament events, but all of them Apocalyptic, 
though in varying measure, and bearing distinctly, though 
in different degrees, on the Messianic kingdom." Here, 
again, the general reader will find much to awaken his 
curiosity and to arouse his wonder at the great likeness 
and the yet greater unlikeness to the Christian ideas of the 
Messianic kingdom which are presented by these writings. In 
this direction much awaits the patient investigation of the 
scholar, and unless we are greatly mistaken clearer light will be 
thrown from these writings upon questions that are now debated 
rather on a priori grounds than on the firm footing of fact. 

The eleventh Lecture gives an account and analysis of 
the Pseudepigraphic literature, which will at least whet. the 
appetite of the reader to know more of this remarkable series 
of writings, from two of which-the Book of Enoch and the 
assumption of Moses-quotations are made in the Epistle 
of St. Jude. The remaining chapter deals with the last stage 
of Messianic hope, and brings us to the days of Christ 
Himself, in "Whom is the reality of all to all ages." 

We now return to the section on the negative criticism 
of the Pentateuch, in which the author deals with the latest 
theories as to its date and composition, and the results that 
will follow the general adoption of the destructive criticism. It 
is against this portion of the work that the greatest hostility 
will be shown, and that from both sides-orthodox and un­
orthodox. Many will blame the lecturer for broaching the 
question. They hold with a simplicity that springs from un­
questioning faith rather than elaborate logical processes, the 
Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch, and deprecate any 
acknowledgment of the difficulties thei~ t~eory. encounter~. 
But we think the lecturer has ample JUSt1ficat10n for ~1s 
course, and for singling out Wellhausen as the representative 
of the newest form of doubt on this point.1 Since these 

1 It is admitted on all hands that for practical purposes Kuenen and 
Robertson-Smith are Wellhausen masquerading in slightly different 
costumes. 
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Lectures have been delivered W ellhausen's " Prolegomena to 
t~e History of Israel" has appeared in an English dress, and a 
widely circulated periodical has given an exceedingly lucid and 
complete account of his theories, which amply acknowledges 
the revolutionary character of them, and in which the writer 
pathetically declares that he is not pre1:ared to attempt an 
itnswer to them, while he promises to give in future articles 
proof how they revolutionize the history of Israel and 
Old Testament theology. We need say no more in Dr. 
Edersheim's defence. It has happened again, as it has 

.
frequently happened before, that the doubt and scepticism, 
with which scholars have been too sadly familiar, but which 
they had hoped to confine to their own circle-as disease in a 
hospital where it can be confronted and cured by the 
physicians-have suddenly been carried into the most thickly 
thronging haunts of men. The escape of pestilence from the 
hospital, however, is no ground for panic in the physicians. The 
history of similar movements ought to have taught us-

To cling to Faith beyond the forms of Faith : 
She reels not in the storm of warring words, 
She brightens at the clash of " YeH " and " No," 
She sees the best that glimmers through the worst, 
She finds the fountain where they wailed "Mirage." 

Those who are enamoured of the results of negative criticism 
will receive Dr. Edersheim with something more than mild 
regrets for inopportune frankness. His blows are too heavy 
and his indictments too direct not to provoke rejoinders, 
and he must not be surprised if the weak spots of his armour 
are occasionally pierced to his great discomfort, though his 
enemies are too weak to deliver a fatal thrust. 

We proceed to consider W ellhausen's theory. His first 
conclusion is that the Pentateuch is composed of different 
documents so imperfectly, not to say clumsily, amalgamated, 
that the critical faculty can distinguish the fragments with 
more or less certainty at the present moment. On this point 
Dr. Edersheim well replies: " In reference to the Pentateuch 
it is not requisite, nor in any way implied, that it represents 
one homogeneous work. As the history of our Lord is derived 
from different Gospel sources which, in turn, look back upon 
the universally accredited tradition of the Church and on 
special sources of information, and as the Gospels view the 
same Divine Life from different standpoints and mutually 
supplement each other, so may the Pentateuch consist of 
several original documents or sources, welded together by one 
or more redactors; and there may even be emendations and 
additions-glosses, if you like to call them so-by redactors, 
revisers, or final editors. This is simply the historical aspect 
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of the book as it exists at present, and with which criticism 
has to busy itself" (p. 232). This would seem to reduce the 
iuestion between the combatants to one of degree, for Dr. 
Edersheirn goes so far as to say in a note, " I might not, in 
principle, shrink from even such a word as ' interpolations,' 
1f I had only space and time to define what may be meant by 
that term, with what important explanations and limitations 
it may be applicable, and to what portions in the Old Testa­
ment it might be referred." \Ve are by no means prepared to 
say that the admissions of the Lecturer are made in language 
we should have chosen; but to trust to such apparent agree­
ment between Dr. Edersheim and his opponents as these verbal 
coincidences suggest would be to the last degree fallacious, for 
W ellhausen has pushed his theory so far as to identify the 
documents even when they stop short in the middle of a verse, 
and he has portioned out the dates of the various documents 
in the most decided fashion. If we put his conclusions in 
the baldest form, we must hold that the earliest portion was 
written from 850-770 B.C., and contained the extant ideas of 
Creation, and continued the history of the conquest of Canaan 
by the Jews. This is the earliest stratum into which the various 
stories floating in Jewish circles were gradually incorporated. It 
underwent several redactions and additions, which negative 
criticism can discover by an infallible test. The next document 
at first only comprised Dent. xii.-xxvi. It belongs to the 
Assyrian period, and was due to a desire to restore the 
theocracy, and was discovered in the reign of Josiah, 621 J3.C. 
Another document was the" Priest Code." It is now found in 
the middle of the Pentateuch. It is "after Ezekiel," and is a sort 
of olla, podrida, contributed by various members of the priest­
hood. It is interwoven with another document, and the Ezekiel 
form was published about 573 B.C. The finishing-touch was put 
upon the curious conglomerate about 444 n.c., by Ezra, thoug:h 
various alterations and additions were made up to 300 B.C. It 1s 
true that both schools of critics agree that the final redaction of 
the Old Testament took place under Ezra, but what a different 
work is it in the conception of Wellhausen and an orthodo~ 
critic! The latter holds that "what we have to insist upon 1.s 
the general truthfulness and reliableness of the book, alike as 
regards its history and legislation; that it is what it professes, 
an authentic record of the history of Israel, and a trustworthy 
account of what was really the Mosaic legislation" (p .. 252). 
The neaative critic considers the whole to be a series of 
legends'=---a sort of ancient novel, to be flouted by reasonable 
men. He delights in the thought that these ancient and un­
known writers, after palming themselves off upon their con­
temporaries and all succeeding generations for some two 
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thousand years, are found out at 10,St. Their stories of Creation, 
of the founding of cities, of the training of a nation by Divine 
interpositions, of building up an imposmg system of worship, 
and welding a horde of slaves into a homogeneous common­
wealth by 1aws, by prophets, by kings, by national successes 
and national reverses, is a brilliant romance, or rather series of 
romances, that has had its day, producing a national character, 
giving rise to a form of belief that for centuries has ruled 
Western Europe, and furnished humanity with its noblest 
ideal, winning its heart and drawinO' forth from successive 
generations their passionate love. Physical catastrophes on 
the grandest scale are feeble things compared with the mental, 
moral, and spiritual revolution this theory will produce, if 
accepted. For though some philosophic divines, tnrough the 
force of early prepossessions, may cling to a simulacrum of 
their faith, the generation that has never known l\Ioses, except 
as a myth, nor a Psalmist that lived before the exile, will not 
believe that One rose from the dead. The force of Dr. Eders­
heim's words may be blamed by critics who do not see the 
tremendous issues involved in connection with Christ; but his 
utterances will find a response in many hearts: 

If there really is no Mosaic legislation; if the largest, the central, and 
most important part of what professes to be such was the invention of 
the pt·iesthood about the time of Ezra, foisted upon Moses for a specific 
purpose ; if there was not a " tabernacle " in one seuse of it, with its 
specific institutions, nor a central place of worship, nor the great festivals, 
nor a real Aaronic priesthood; and if the so-called historical books have 
been coloured and elaborated deuteronomistically, or in that spirit; if,they 
are full of spurious passages and falsifications: if the anonymous prophets 
of 1 Kings xx. have all been afterwards inserted because lsraelitish 
history is never complete without this kind of garnish ... then there is 

• in plain language only one word to designate all this. That word is 
f1:aud. Then must the Gospel narratives and the preaching of Christ 
lose their historical basis, and rest in large measure on deception and 
delusion. For Holy Scripture, as the communication of God to man by 
man, does indeed contain a distinctively human element, but that element 
cannot have been one of human imposture (p. 2:W).1 

Of course no one thinks of producing these consequences 
to bar inquiry into the origin and date of the Pentateuch. 
They are simply alleged to inspire caution; for as no one 
fondly imagines that depictir.g the horrors of a colliery ex­
plosion will prevent the ignition of fire-damp, so we do not 
imagine that the prospective ruin of Christianity will close 
discussion. Only men do not go into dangerous pits with 

•·· 1 The coarse terms employed in the negative criticisms of the ancient 
Hebrew writings by the new German school of critics is decorously 
veiled before English reader~, but the original will show their animus. 
The "dry light" of knowledge cannot burn when we read of 2 Kings i. 
",vo Elias zu einem i.ibermenschlichen Popauz entstellt ist." 
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naked lights. We must at least have caution in our inquiries; 
and it may at any rate sug~est to us the possibility of error 
in our methods if we find them ending in the destruction of 
so much that has been precious to man, and that they land us 
in such labyrinths of doubt as to right and wrong, truth and 
falsehood. Nor can we at least ever forget that to attribute 
to Christ appeals to legends and forged codes founds the throne 
of truth on the bases of falsehood, and we cannot do Him this 
wrong, He being so majestical. 

Against the assumptions oE negative criticisms-for they 
are 11nmense assumptions that lie at the foundation of these 
theories-Dr. Edersheim does valiant and successful battle. 
For instance, he shows (in pp. 261 et seq.) that "scholars of 
admittedly equal competence have on linguistic grounds 
declared certain parts to be of latest date, which others have 
for the same reason adjudged to be earliest." He turns the 
tables upon his opponents by proving that on their own 
theory clever forgers "did succeed not only in inducing 
their own contemporaries to accept as archaic what was 
quite recent, but tliey similarly eluded the vigilance of suc­
ceedin9 generations-of all the Rabbis, of all the Church, 
and ot all critics-none of whom till the present century 
discovered, or even suspected, the Post-Exihan composition 
of the Priest Code." Indeed, the great objection we feel to 
Wellhausen's theory is that it makes such huge demands 
upon our fancy, and then multiplies mental and moral 
tours de force till we no longer feel ourselves living in a real 
world, but only in a Hebrew atmosphere suspiciously akin to 
that pervading the" Thousand and One Arabian Nights." 

It seems impossible, Dr. Edersheim forcefully argues, for 
the " Priest Code" to have been written at the date assigned 
to it in these new theories, because of its contents bearing 
no sort of relation to the times. "Let it be kept in view that 
it was only a small and comparatively uninfluential minority 
which returned with Ezra and Nehemiah. The rest remained 
behind, and rapidly spread over the face of the world. Yet 
the legislation supposed to have been then introduced made 
no provision for, took not the slightest notice of, the wants of 
the great majority .... In times which called for the '_Videst 
comprehension, they concocted the narrowest conceivable 
legislation, and that in the interests of the small number of 
f)riests who returned to Palestine; and they not only su~­
ceeded in introducing it as the Mosaic law, but in imposing it 
upon the educated majority without eliciting a single contra­
diction ! \Vas there not a single individual among those out­
side the circle where this fraud was perpetrated wise enough 
to discover, or honest enough to expose it? no one priest or 
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layman of those who did not return to Palestine? And what, 
all this time, had become of JE (i.e., the Jehovistic recension 
of the Jewish history), or of Deuteronomy, which in some form 
must have existed, and the provisions of which are supposed 
to be inconsistent with this new Priest Code ? Were these 
documents latent, lost, or unknown, except within the small 
circle of priestly forg-ers ?" (p. 260). 

The negative critwism, also, must be prepared to answer 
questions which it provokes in the minds of men conversant 
n_ot with the niceties of Hebrew literature, but with the 
subtleties of human motive and conduct. We have seen what 
astute and able-well, " redactors," the wise call them-these 
men were; but how is it that they, being possessed of such 
marvellous literary skill, and troubled with no scientific con­
science as to the inviolability of facts and the sanctity of 
accuracy, cutting and carving documents according to their 
fancy, inventing prophets, kings, and legislators according to 
their needs, nevertheless left such masses of contradiction 
upon their pages ? " If the priests were able to introduce 
such an entirely new code, in which the privileges of their 
order and other arrangements were so. much more em:ehasized 
than in the old legislation, why retain the latter, and msert it 
into the Canon? Or why should Ezra, for example, have read 
it in the hearing of all the people ?-or did he read it ?-and 
why should he have told them that the exile had been the 
punishment of their transgression of the Mosaic ordinances, 
when, according to our opponents, he was himself bringing in 
a new code on many pomts inconsistent with the old one?" 
(p. 273). 

But it is in dealing with the problems presented by the 
history and development of the people of Israel that the 
lecturer most thoroughly traverses the statements of his 
opponents. He admits very frankly that in the Pentateuch 
we have an ideal rather than an actual ritual, and emphasizes 
his opinion. "Many-I had almost said most-of these (i.e., 
the special legislative, religious, and even political institutions 
of the Pentateuch) had no place in the wilderness. This 
holds especially true in regard to what constitutes the central 
and really all-determining institution of the Mosaic religious 
legislation-sacrificial worship. Indeed the religions institu­
tion of the Pentateuch might be likened to the wood laid in 
order on the altar; and the actual observance of the Pentateuch 
sacrifices as the fire, significantly sent from Heaven at the con­
secration of the Temple, which is to set the whole in flame" 
(pp. 235, 23ti). He holds the modification of original precepts 
contained in Deuteronomy to be explained by the altered 
circumstances in which the Israelites found themselves when 
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in ,iew of the immediate entrance into the land of Canaan. 
The opponents of the historical character of the Pentateuch 
argue that the notices incidentally aflorded by it show that 
the religious ideas and institutions of the people were in a 
chaotic state, and, to borrow the technica1ities of another 
science, that they did not undergo differentiation until a late 
date; that the persons introducing this highly differentiated 
religion published it in the " Priests' Code," and that it is there 
o,er!ying the earli~r statements. To adopt their ideas, they 
consider that Judaism, as we know it, was evolved from a 
chaotic state. The orthodox interpreter takes another method 
of explaining the facts. He considers the indications of the 
social position of the people to point to degradation, not to 
development. As in the case of certain ascidians, degradation 
and evolution may be present at the same time, and occupy 
the same field in Nature, so the highest ideal worship and ritual 
may be embodied in a national code, while much lower and ap­
parently antagonistic forms may be found in the national life. It 
IS impossible in a few pages to compress the necessarily extended 
arguments of this section, but we may quote a short parag-raph 
that will indicate the course of remark here pursued. 
"Without entering into particulars,'' says Dr. Edersheim, "I 
think I am warranted in saying that the historical notices 
about the festivals are exactly as might have been expected in 
the circumstances of the land and of the people. And our 
reasoning regarding the scanty mention of the great national 
festivals, seems supported by the frequent references to 
domestic and communal celebrations, such as the observance 
of Sabbaths and New Moons, which evidently seems to have 
been general, because it did not involve the necessity of any 
central national attendance; and the general conclusion which 
we derive from a review of the actual state of matters in 
Israel is to the effect that, so far from the notices in the 
historical books being inconsistent with a previous Mosaic 
legislation, they are not oniy compatible with it, but even 
presuppose its existence; and without such previous religious 
rnstitutions, the principal events and the leading personages 
in Jewish history-not only a Boaz, a Samuel, or a David, but 
even a Gideon, a Saul, or a J oab-would be unintelligible" 
(p. 257). 

There are many most weighty considerations, and others 
that in themselves may seem of small importance, but be­
come of cumulative force, and are not easily evaded, which 
irresistibly lead us to condemn a theory that is brilliant a~d 
ingenious. We are ready to admit that it is supported ill 

a most forcible manner, and derives no small assistance froJ? 
prevalent speculations in morals and religion, and that it 
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contains elements of truth that will hereafter be acknowledged· 
but we have no hesitation in adopting Dr. Edersheim's words' 
" We do not profess to explain every difficulty that may b~ 
urged ; nor indeed do we believe that, with the material at 
our command, it is possible to do so. But with all deference 
for the learning and ability of the scholars who have adopted 
the views of W ellhausen, we must be allowed to express, in 
plain language, our conviction that their theory lacks the one 
element which is primary: it lacks a reliable historical basis." 

Here, for the :present, we leave this most fallacious and 
seductive theory, though we hope by the courtesy of the Editor 
to assign at an early date solid grounds for rejecting it. In the 
meantime, we cordially recommend this erudite and valuable 
Warburton Lecture to the attention of our readers. It will 
furnish them with cogent reasons for refusing to be led away 
by the rush of contemporary opinion, and will render them 
able to a:epreciate the tremendous issues with which this con­
troversy 1s fraught. 

FREDK. E. TOYNE. 

---THE DEA.CON'S YEAR. 
To the Editor of " THE CHURCHMAN." 

Sm,-The minimum age for ordination to the office of priest in the 
Church of England is twenty-four years. In the ancient Church thirty 
years was the minimum fixed, but it has, I believe, been understood that 
at that time the Bishops had greater liberty to relax "rules " than 
now exists. It appears, then, that at present, in the Engli8h Church 
there is but one year necessarily spent in the Diaconate before th~ 
ordination into full orders as priest; and thus any young man arrivino­
at the age of twenty-four may attain full orders, and be held qualified 
to hold any benefice, be it large or small, for which he may obtain tLe 
preferment. 

I can scarcely meet the end I have in view in this letter by any better 
means than here quoting from one I not long since wrote in the Times: 
"I would ask any true friend of the English Church, lay or clerical, to 
"read calmly the service for the ordination of priests, accepting its Ian­
" guage in a natural sense, as really representing the authority given to 
" this young man of twenty-four years of age. Can he conceive language 
"capable of conveying a more solemn bestowal of an authority such as 
"scarcely any human being, except by special help from Heaven, could 
"be qualified to exercise? I refrain from quoting it. Is it rational to 
" suppose that such a youth, having served one year in the Diaconate, 
"could be willingly accepted by any body of parishioners as qualified to 
"exercise over them the awful spiritual authority with which he has thus 
"been invested? He may be a sound theological scholar, really pious 
"and earnest, but what measure of life's experience can he possess to fit 
,; him to meet the demand made upon him at the bedside of the sick and 
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" dying; to deal with the mental struggles of those who doubt; to struggle 
"with all the difficulty of awakening the sinner to repentance; to be the 
"spiritual adviser in the home, the evangelist in the Church? He would 
" scarcely be held of the age to be a tutor in a family, and yet the Bishops 
'' and the congregations, and the parishioners are alike helpless in th~ 
" matter. Far better, in my opinion, would it be if the Diaconate stage 
"was extended, that a more matured line of thought might be acquired 
'' with the judgment better calculated to meet those exigencies in th~ 
'· work of a priest that are for ever rising up to t1·y that of the most ex­
" perienced in this ministry." 

We have no mechanical agency by which we can test the exact growth 
of spirituality in regard to age; it requires, however, no great knowledge 
of human nature to arrive at the conclusion that although at the age of 
twenty-four some advanced habits of thought may have been acquired, it 
has not as yet doue its full work in maturing the character which will 
form the foundation of life's future. 

We have many of what I may call manuals-literary publications 
adapted to give information relating to clerical work-aids for private 
devotion and for such devout exercises as parochial ministration may 
demand ; these, if. even they could give the willing mind which would 
accept them, would be, after all, a sort of catechism of clerical mechanics. 

Real Apostolic work can never be a matter subject to any mechanical 
restraint; it deals with elements so variable, so complex in their nature, 
as to defy the strict definition of means to a given end, which obtains 
in secular work. The priest has to walk by faith. His path is for ever 
confronted '"ith obstacles, which only faith in a higher than human 
power can enable him to struggle with, in the belief that he will conquer 
them. Faith his support, experience becomes his guide; the two in 
combination are the highest qualification for his ministry as priest in 
the Church of Christ. 

We must also bear in mind that under the existing system, the Deacon's 
year has attached to it the task of reading up for the examination for full 
orders. I have always felt this to be most unwise. It has appeared to 
me that the whole Diaconate stage should be given to the acquirement 
of efficiency in the practical work of the ministry. Deacons acting as 
curates have, if themselves earnest in their work and acting under earnest 
incumbents, full occupation. They may have been exercised in sermon­
writing previous to ordination. They very soon discover the thesis from 
a text calculated to draw out their knowledge of Scripture is one thing; 
the composing a sermon to be delivered from the pulpit in the face o~ the 
congregation they have to instruct is a very different thing. .Agam, I 
would urge the principle that it is important that the Deacon curate 
should feel that he is no longer under tutorage in regard to further purely 
scholastic acquirements; that as he is, with some few restrictions, held to 
be qualified to act as an officiating minister of the Church, daily having 
to do so, no additional proof of scholarship should be required o_f him to 
pass the limited boundary separating him from the office of priest-. At 
the same time, it would be but wise for him to understand that before 
admission to the priesthood, he should pass some form of examination, to 
satisfy thP- Bishop that he has so used the term of his Diaconate as to 
have obtained full qualification for that higher·order in the Church, fitting 
him to administer all her services. 

And now, sir, I feel I cannot do better in connection with the subject 
of this letter than make some quotations from one of two letters in the 
Guardiw,, published in 1871, under the signature "Sexagenarian O." 
No one baa a better claim to quote from these letters than myself. It 
was headed" The Deacon's Year": 
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"No books ever written, no lectures ever delivered, can afford the 
"teaching the Deacon has to obtain from the leaves of human nature, 
"turned for study where they are sadly torn and soiled, wanting for ever 
"even the slightest approach to any binding in character with our 
"common Christianity; however heart-stricken and yet hopeful and 
"undaunted be may be, I have yet to learn that human nature can, with­
" out injury to mind and body, go through this experience, and yet find 
"time to give the hourR of many a day to read up for 'priests.' 

" In ordinary social intercourse, social tact gives the tone which enables 
"others to appear blind to our own, just as we so appear blind to the 
"failings of others. No curate dare be unfaithful in his ministry ; he 
"will, however, soon discover that to become the religious friend and 
"pastor, be has for ever to go behind the family curtain-read 'homes' as 
"they are. If he has much to teach, there is a great deal in his teaching, 
"as regards its scene, be must be careful not to betray, or he will miss 
" the welcome so invaluable for his work. To know when to be in season 
"to advise, is to acquire one of the highest qualifications to act as an 
'' adviser ; to know when and how best to admonish, is to obtain the 
"power to do so without offence. 

"To become the welcome spiritual adviser of those depraved legions 
"which go to form the lowest strata of our towns, the ear must be 
"content to hearken to a continual outcry of complaint. The curate's 
"first work is with the soul; he will soon discover that out of the 
"abundance of the body's trials, be they the result of sin or sickness, of 
"poverty hardly deserved or recklessly invited, the heart will speak, and 
"he must stay and listen. Many are the wearied days he bas to pass, 
" distracted by appeals for compassion be is helpless to prove real or 
"false. He goes to bis home perplexed and harassed, lest he has 
"been deaf where he should have beard, or bas yielded where be may 
"have been deceived. He has yet to acquire some power of that discern­
" ment which shall find in many a profession of religious inquiry the 
"artful weapon of interested hypocrisy, which shall perceive bene,i.th 
'' little spoken of the soul, little begging for the body, the spirit of an 
"industrious independence, a really bumble, however simple faith. 

" There is work to be done in the ' schools,' work altogether new to him, 
"and requiring from him the learning how best to do it. There are 
"parish 'associations,' religious and secular meetings to attend, 'collec­
" tions' to be obtained, sermons to be prepared, the acquaintance with 
" the occupants of the best sittings in the church to be cultivated ; they 
"may not require or expect the exercise on bis part of purely pastoral 
"intimacy, he yet has many hours in the week of down-sitting amongst 
"them. It is not time wasted, far from it ; for only thus can he establish 
"the link between them and himself, by which be may profit when 
"opportunity is afforded to minister to them in a day of trial. 

" The curate Deacon's work grows on him in the doing of it. The 
"latter months of the Diaconate of a zealous industrious man finds bis 
"daily field of toil increased in proportion as he has sought to be faithful 
"in his office, by seeking m'ore and more field for Apostolic work. And 
"now, alas ! must come to the front that dreaded skeleton, whose bones 
"havo rattled on his bookshelves throughout his whole year : there is 
"yet the work to be done-the books to be got up for 'priests.' 

"Would it not be a practice more humane in regard to Deacon humanity, 
"more wise in the best interest of the Church, for the Bishops to be 
"content with proof carefully obtained that the Deacon has studied and 
"worked out the duties of his holy calling, thus acquitting himself' to 
"the honour of God and edifying of the Church ;' being content with 
"this, rather than demand of him proof that he has acquired a certain 
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"further amount of scholarship, in the midst of all his work, to qualify 
" him to do what it is on proof he has well done ?" 

The status of curates, as the rule, is one well deserving the compassion 
of all thoughtful Churchmen. They are made the butts of novelists, 
servants of incumbents, at wages scarcely equal to the emoluments of 
the butlers of many parishioners ; apprentices, yet doing rarely much 
less, often far more than their masters ; denied all voice in any of the 
important movements connected with the Church ; mere youths, with all 
youth's disposition, hampered on all sides by the discipline which cuts 
off from them so much of youth's natural enjoyment ; they toil on, 
battling in these their young days against sin, the flesh, and the devil ; 
but too often with little consideration from those they serve to their 
utmost, in regard to the fact, that for such warfare, at such an age, all 
encouragement should be accorded to them, all possible allowance made 
for any of their shortcomings. If I contend for a prolongation of the 
Diaconate, I at the same time claim that while it lasts the Deacon should 
have his just due, 

s. G. OSBORNE, 
Lewes, Feb. 4. 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE CHURCH FOR 
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS, 1860-1884. 

Srn,-As it will doubtless afford interest to many. to be acquainted 
with the following facts, which, after long and laborious inquiry, I am 
in the position to represent, may I ask you, on behalf of the Committee 
of the Official Year-Book of the Church of England, to be good enough 
to give them publicity? This statement records an endeavour to ascer­
tain what has been contributed by members of the Church of England 
during the last quarter of a century to the various branches of Christian 
work indicated by the following summary. 

The statement may be accepted as perfectly accurate, inasmuch as the 
figures have been tabulated from returns made: by those officially repre­
senting the Societies and Institutions that have been severally dealt with. 
It will be seen, however, from the explanations appended, that the state­
ment is by no means an exhaustive representation of the Church's 
voluntary offerings within the given period, as it will be clear to all that 
it would be impossible to gather the sum of contributions flowing through 
private channels, or devoted by Churchmen to Societies and Institutions 
and Charities of a general and unsectarian character. 

Explanations of the following Summary. 
I. The Summary is inclusive of, and confined to, Societies and Institu­

tions organized and administered by the Church of England alone. Every 
care has been taken to prevent any over-statement of facts. "Balances 
carried forward " from previous years have, of course, been deducted 
from the return of the annual income in every instance ; dividends and 
interest from the investment of bequests and such like voluntary offer­
ings being included. With regard to the figures representing the ex­
penditure upon church building and restoration, the endowment of 
benefices, and the erection of parsonage houses, this total has been 
arrived at after a careful examination of Lord Hampton's returns, the 
Parliamentary reports of the Ecclesiastical Commission and Queen Anne's 
Bounty, and with the practical experience of the Editor of the Year­
Book after a three years' systematic inquiry made throughout the Church 
in reference to this special branch of Church work. In arriving at the 
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general result as it is given, deduction has been made of grants devoted 
from the funds of the several Church Building and Extension Societies 
included under the third division of this Summary relating to Home 
Missions. 

II. The Summary is exclusive-
(l) Of certain distinctive Church Societies, Institutions, and Charities, 

concerning which the Committee have for the present been unable from 
various circumstances to obtain information. 

(2) Of all contributions devoted to parochial purposes ; such as the 
maintenance of the assistant clergy (over and above sums contributed to 
the Additional Curates Society and Church Pastoral Aid), Church ser­
vices, institutions of a local character, the relief of the sick, and such­
like objects. 

(3) Of funds devoted to the founding and maintenance of middle-class 
schools. 

( 4) Of all contributions devoted to Societies and Institutions distinctly 
unsectarian in their aim and administration to which Churchmen give 
largely, such as the Bible; Society, Religious Tract Society, London 
City Missions; also orphan asylums, hospita:ls, reformatories, and such­
like Institutions as lay claim to general support, the Institutions of a 
philanthropic description included under Division VI. of thi.i:i Summary 
being confined to those organized and maintained by the Church. 

(5) The Sisterhoods of the Church, with very few exceptions, pre­
ferring to withhold, or unable to give, tho information, the return of 
their income can scarcely be considered as embraced by this inquiry. 

It may be stated, for the satisfaction of tho8e who may read and use 
these figures, that they have been tabulated from a twenty-five years' 
return of income made by the secretaries or treasurers of at least 400 
different Societies and ln8titutions, and tested throughout by an ex­
perienced actuary. 

From these explanations we may fairly conclude that though it can be 
accurately asserted that Churchmen have, within the last quarter of a 
century, contributed over £81,000,000 to the several specified branches 
of Christian wol'k at home and abroad, this sum cannot be said in any 
way to represent the full extent of the Church's voluntary offerings for 
the spiritual and social well-being of the nation. 

SUMMARY. 

I. Theological Schoo[.q, and education of Candidates for Holy 
Orders ... 

II. Church building and restoration, endowments of benefices, 
building of parsonage houses, and enlargement of burial­
grounds (all grants from Church Societies and Corpora­
tions being excluded) 

III. Home Mission.~: £ 
Bishops' Funds for Church Extension .. . 1,055,054 
Church Extension Societies ... 1,229,603 
Church Building Societies ... 317,436 
Societies for Employment of Additional Curates 2,543,296 
General Home Mission Societies 888,623 
Scripture Readers .. . 490,611 
Seamen's Mission .. . 352,588 
Temperance Work ... 128,590 
Extension of Home Episcopate 420,677 

£ 
528,653 

35,175,000 

7,426,478 
2H2 
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IV. 

Oorl'espondence. 

Foreign Mi.ssions: 
Contributions raised through the agency of Societiee in 

England for the promotion of Foreign Missions, including 
Missionary Colleges, Studentship Associations, etc. (con­
tributions locally raised abroad being excluded) 

V. Elementary Educa.tion : 
l. Building and Enlargement­

(a) Schools 
(b) Colleges 

2. Maintenance--
(a) Scbools 
(b) Colleges 

3. Diocesan Inspection, organization of 
Schools, etc. . .. 

£ s. d. 
8,370,294 0 0 

115,200 0 0 

12,145,489 3 l 
367,317 14 8 

363,740 17 3 

Societies for the promotion of education by circulation of 
literature and other agencies ... .. . . .. 

Church Institutes . . . ... . . . . . . . .. 
VI. Charitable Work (distinctively Church of England Institu-

tion): £ 
Nursing Institutions 193,752 
Deaconesses 118, 948 
Cottage Hospitals and Convalescent Homes 968,936 
Orphanages and Sisterhoods . . . 982,223 
Reformatories 395,187 
Penitentiaries 549,129 
Hospital Sunday, Metropolitan and Provincial 610,025 

VII. Clei·gy Charities : 
General and Diocesan 

NoTE.-Explanatory of Division V., Elementary Education: 

£ 
10,100,000 

21,362,041 

987,841 
71,660 

3,818,200 

2,103,364 

£81,573,237 

I. The disbursements of the National Society during the period under considera­
tion are included in the above total. 

II. The value of land given as school sites is not, as a rule, included in the 
above table. Various items of school and college income given in the returns 
from which the figures have been taken are also omitted, because it is doubtful 
how far such income has been derived from purely Church sources. The actual 
total expenditure of the Church on elementary education during the twenty-five 
years has probably considerably exceeded £22,000,000. 

III. No account has been taken of a large voluntary contribution for the pro• 
motion of higher education. 

Hertingfordbury, 
Feb. 6, 1886. 

I am, faithfully yours, 
FREDERICK BURNSIDE, 

Hon. Editor and Sec. 

~hod ~otiu.s. --From Koi·ti to Kharturn, A journal of the desert march from Korti to 
Gubat, and of the ascent of the Nile in General Gordon's steamers. 
By Col. Sir CrrARLES W. WILSON, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., D.C.L. Third 
edition. Pp. 311. W. Blackwood and Sons. 188G. 

THIS ably-written book has a very peculiar interest, and we are not at all 
surprised to observe that it has quickly reached a fourth edition. The 

journal of the march from Korti to Gu bat and of the venture in Gordon's 
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steamer to the junction of the two Niles is in its wa.y perfect. Among 
the many admirable workt1 which show the courage a.nd enterprise of our 
forces, Sir Charles Wilson's will doubtless occupy high rank, and this not 
only from the drama.tic surroundings of the story, but from the author's 
skill a.nd frankness. He ha.s brought before us, in a. very graphic manner, 
the incidents of the famous march across the desert ; a.nd we a.re now 
able to see the whole course of which various glimpses were given us a.t 
the time in the telegraphic despatches. The journal of the return to 
Korti is also admirable, and adds much to our knowledge. 

The attack on the square, tidings of which sent such a thrill at the 
time, is a striking picture. A fine old sheikh on horseback, with his 
banner in one hand and a book of prayers in the other, plants his banner 
in the centre of the square. In the gallant advance, he had never 
swerved to the right or to the left; never ceased chanting his prayers. 
As he planted his banner in the centre of the square, behind the camels, 
he was shot down. The Arabs began running in under the camels to the 
front part of the· square. Some of the rear rank thereupon faced about 
and began firing. By this fire Sir Herbert Stewart's horse was shot. As 
Sir Herbert fell three Arabs ran at him: 

I was close to his horse's tail [ says Sir Charles "Wilson], and disposed of the one 
nearest to me, about three paces off ; and the others were, I think, killed by 
the Mounted Infantry officers close by. Almost immediately afterwards the 
enemy retired, and loud cheering broke out from the square. Our men had by 
this time got somewhat out of hand, wild with excitement. It was for a few 
moments difficult to get them into their places ; and if the enemy had charged 
again, few of us would ha\'e escaped. 

With regard to the death of General Gordon, our author is of opinion 
that even if the steamers had left Gubat a week earlier, the result would 
have been the same. 

The Official Year-Book of the Church ,of England, 1886. - Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge. 

The prominence recently given to the proposal for the Disestab­
lishment and Disendowment of the Church has served to show 
the extreme importance of collecting such authentic records as 
this publication will be found to furnish. The statistics of Church 
successes are indeed of high value at the present moment, and have 
a more than ordinary interest. To the Official Year-Hook for 1886, 
therefore, we earnestly invite the attention of our readers, both lay and 
clerical. It is truly a treasury for lectures and addresses in the way of 
Church Defence. Church Reformers, too, welcome the book ; its state­
ments of gifts and labours, in fact, are suggestions as well as protests. 
It supplies interesting information, easily mastered, and thoroughly to be 
trusted, upon a variety of subjects, and for every thoughtful and earnest 
Churchman it is an invaluable book of reference. What has been the 
sale of the Year-Book in previous years, we have no means of knowing, 
but the present issue should surely find its way into every nook and 
corner throughout the land. The volume is admirably printed, and is 
exceedingly cheap. 

The book-edited with singular ability-has been entirely written 
afresh, and must have involved enormous labour. There has been judicious 
condensation, and several new subjects have been introduced. In the 
statistical section additions have bE\en made. The leading facts of Work 
and P1·ogress recorded in the Year-Book are now represented in a brief 
summary. Under the heading" Church Defence Literature" there is a 
very useful list of books and pamphlets. 

We have spoken of the short Summaries. It was noted in the February 
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CHURCHMAN (p. 400), under the heading'' Church Extension," that during 
the year 1884 there had been voluntary offerings approaching a million 
and a half. The figures are these : 

Church building and restoration 
Endowment of Benefices 
Parsonage-houses 
Burial-grounds 

£1,163,644 
189,587 
95,327 

7,381 

£1,455,8391 

If to this sum we add Theological Schools, etc., £16,478; Home 
Missions, £434,208; Foreign Missions, £491,919; Education, etc., 
£1,057,686; Charitable Work (Deaconesses, hospitals, etc., etc.), 
£331.556 ; Clergy Charities, £80,800, we get a grand total of 
£3,868,499, the voluntary contributions of Church-folk during the 
year 1884. This summary, it should be observed, does not include the 
offerings giveu by Churchmen to such Societies as the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, the London City Missions, etc. 

Class{fied Gems of Thought, from the gi·eat Writers and Preachers of all 
Ages. In convenient form for use as a Dictionary of ready reference 
on Religious Subjects. By the Rev. F. B. PROCTOR, M.A. With a 
preface by the Rev. HENRY W ACE, D.D. Pp. 800. Hodder and 
Stoughton. 

Many students and teachers who have never heard of the sixteenth 
century Polyanthea, or of the Polyanthea Novissima, a century later, and 
who have no such collection of true thoughts by later editors upon their 
shelves, will be glad to hear of Mr. Proctor's w.ork. It is not a cyclo­
paidia; it isa readable book of reference. About three thousand subjects 
have been treated of. The quotations are taken mainly from modern 
English authors, but the editor has gleaned from many fields. On one 
page, for instance, we see the names of Bishop Lightfoot, Bishop Barry, 
J. Hare, Lange, and M. Stuart; on another, opening the volume at 
hazard, Bridge, Pascal, Guthrie, Oosterzee, and Storrs. There are 
several sermon-outlines ; frames with mOl'e or less flesh upon them, for 
the benefit of preachers. Mr. Proctor gives the old story about the 
preacher accused of using Rowe's sermons. "I often go to Mr. Rowe's 
shop for tallow," was his excuse, "but I make my own candles." Truly 
Cecil's "Remains" is a wonderful treasury, and such sermons as Maclaren's, 
Vaughan's, Spurgeon's, and Robertson's, have helped many. The 
borrowed Divisions of sermons, the " lst," "2nd," " 3rd," and so 
forth, are probably a hindrance to most preachers; but good stuff­
pregnant thoughts and striking illustrations-may be readily utilized. 
On Regeneration, we observe, the learned compiler quotes Owen and 
Schaff ; on the Atonement, Trench. Many a preacher will find real 
help in Trench expounding the New Testament: 

1 ,broXvrpwcr,r, or redemption. 
2 1<araXXayfi, or i·econciliation. 
3 iXacrµor, or p1·opitiation. 

On Science (Materialism), Mr. Proctor quotes H. Spencer, as follows: 
"Evolution is an integration of matter and a concomitant dissipation of motion, 

during which the ma.tter passes from an indefinite, incoherent homogeneity, to a. 
definite homogeneity, and during which the retained motion undergoes a parallel 
transformation." Lucid and exhaustive! 

1 Grants received from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners and Queen Anne's 
Bounty have been excluded from this tota.I. 
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Then Mr. Proctor gives the epitaph on the late Professor Clifford in a 
London cemetery : 

"I was not, and I was. I did a little, and I waii not." 
The Duke of Argyll, if we remember right, has spoken of the words 

in the Scottish Catechism, "Man's chief end is to glorify God, and enjoy 
Him for ever," as one of the noblest phrases ever penned. Mr. Proctor, 
we observe, quotes Carlyle's anti-materialist remark upon it: "No gospel 
of dirt . . . . can ever set that aside.'' 

The Anglican Pulpit of To-day. Forty short Biographies, and forty 
Sermons of distinguished Preachers of the Church of England. 
Pp. 450. Hodder and Stoughton. 

This collection, says the Preface, "is intended to furnish a fair reflex 
of the preaching of the Church of England at the present time." The 
editor has desired "to do justice to all schools of thought." Some of the 
sermons (we are not told which) have been "specially revised" at the 
editor's request. " Speaking generally, the sermons have not appeared 
previously in book form." The Archbishops are Benson and Thomson ; 
the Bishops are Lightfoot, Browne, Stubbs, Woodford, Fraser, Temple, 
Ryle, Ellicott, Goodwin, John Wordsworth, Mackarness, Magee, Car­
penter, Wilberforce, and How ; the Deans are Church, Goulbourne, and 
Perowne. Among other preachers are Canon Westcott, Dr. Salmon, Dr. 
Wace, Canon Bernard, and Professor Sanday. How is it that no sermon 
of Mr. Hay Aitken, the most distinguished Mission Preacher " of to­
day" appears? Some of the remarks in the Biographies seem rather 
odd, out of place. For instance, "While cautious, Dr. Driver is in sym­
pathy with the conclusions of modern criticism." The Biographer quotes 
Dr. Cheyne, that Bishop Browne's notes on Genesis " are in the highest 
degree superficial ;" and he lays it down that Bishop Temple's Bampton 
Lectures are "of no very great importance." Again : "It is understood 
that Dr. Wace is a large contributor to the Time.~." (Instead of ''is" we 
should have suggested " was.") 

A Commentary on St. Paul's Epistle to the Galatians. By JOSEPH AGAR 
BEET. Pp. 230. Hodder and Stoughton. 1885. 

Those who have enjoyed Mr. Beet's Commentaries on Romans and 
Corinthians will find equal pleasure in the Commentary on Galatians. 
His learning, insight and ability are of a high order. Whether one agrees 
with his expositions or differs from them, it is always a pleasure to note 
candour and strength. We had pencilled several passages ; but space is 
lacking. Only a single brief comment may be made. Mr. Beet objects 
to lusteth (A. V. and R. V.), Galatians v. 17 : he renders, desires. The 
word desire.~ is in itself, he says, "neither good nor bad, and may there­
fore be supplied here as predicate of the Holy Spii-it.'' (" The flesh desires 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh.") Certainly, in Luke 
xxii. 15, it is predicated of Christ (" With desire I have desired to eat 
this Passover"); and in 1 Peter i. 12, of angels (" which things angels 
desire to look into") ; and 1 Timothy iii. 1, Hebrews vi. 11, may be 
compared. The verb is doubtless "to have a longing or strong wish." But 
though there are objections to the modern English "lusteth " there are 
clearly objections to "desires." 

The Fo1"ty Days of the Bible, and their Teachings. By W. PAKENII,UI 
WALSH, D.D., Bishop of Ossory, Ferns and Loughlin. New 
edition. Pp. 126. Dublin : George Herbert. 1886. 

We have much pleasure in inviting the attention of our readers to a 
new edition of this suggestive work. 
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Our Collecls, Epistles, and Gospels. Twelve Meditations for thfl months 
of the year. By the Very Rev. J. S. Howson, D.D. Hodder and 
Stoughton. 

These "twelve meditations " are suggestive and edifying ; they will be 
welcomed by lay as well as clerical readers. Here and there is an 
interesting reference to history. For example : The occut·rence of the 
word Turks, the Dean says, "is enough to show that the third Collect for 
Good Friday in its present form is modern ; for Gelasius, from whose 
Sacramentaries the two other Collects were translated, was in his grave 
long before l\fahomet was born. The word' Turks' may, no doubt, 
very properly be viewed as synonymous and coextensive with Mahomet­
ans. But there is something far more pointed in the use of this word 
than appears at first sight. During the period when the first publication 
and the various revisions of our English Prayer Book were in progress, 
the Turks were a terror to Europe. In order to realize this fact it is 
only necessary to remember that the battle of Lepanto was fought only 
twenty-two years after the first book of Edward VI. was published, and 
that the battle before Vienna, that 'began the reaction of Christendom 
against Islam, which has gone on to our own day,' was fought twenty­
two years after our Prayer Book was published in its present form. It 
is impossible for us now to imagine the intense reality which was con­
nected then in Europe with the word 'Turk,' as representing a pressing 
danger ; and it is a token of the admirable spirit in which our Prayer 
Book was drawn up, that the word, which was a war-cry elsewhere, is 
coupled here with intercession." A.gain, coming to the Collect for the 
Seventh Sunday after Trinity, the Dean says: "A. very distinguished 
dignitary of the Church of England was once among the guests in a 
Scotch house along with the writer of this paper, to whom he said one 
morning, after reading Family Prayers, in the course of which be had 
used this Collect, 'Do you know why I read that Collect ?'-to which the 
natural reply was that the reason for the choice was not known, but that 
no choice could have been better, seeing that no Collect in the Prayer 
Book is more full of instruction and devotion. This, however, was not 
the true explanation. The dignitary, who bad been acting as chaplain, 
said with mischievous glee, 'In a Scotch household, whenever I read 
Family Prayers, I always use that Collect ; and then I tell the family 
that this Collect abolished Episcopacy.' In fact it was on this seventh 
Sunday after Trinity that the great perilous experiment was tried in St. 
Giles', Edinburgh, the Archbishop being present, and the Bishop direct­
ing the Dean bow to read the service. At the mention of the word 
Collect the crisis of indignation was reached, and the enraged herb-woman 
threw her stool at the officiating minister's bead, with the expression of a 
hope that be might have the colic. Thus the confusion in the congrega­
tion became general ; the storm, once begun, spread, and continued to 
rage ; and Episcopacy ceased in Scotland." A.s to the derivation_ of the 
word Collect the "gathering up" of devotions, or the "gathermg to­
gether" of the people, the Dean prefers the latter. He points to the 
collecta of the Vulgate (Lev. xxiii. 36), and mentions the fact that the 
same word waR used in the earlier Christian ages, for the coming together 
of a congregation. 

The Prayer Book Psalter; pointed for chanting, and with chants adapted 
thereto, or specially composed for this work. By Sir HEHIJEltT OAKE­
LEY, M.A., Mus. Doc., LL.D., Professor of Music at the Unive:8ity 
of Edinburgh, and Composer to Her Majesty in Scotland. Nisbet 
and Co. 

This is a book which many may consult with interest. 
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Juliana Horalia Ewing and her Boolcs. By HoRATIA F. GATTY. With 
a portrait, and sixteen illustrations. S.P.C.K. 

A tasteful little volume (remarkably cheap), with touching memories; 
it will be acceptable to many. 

His Gmndfather's Bible. A Tale of Furness Fells. By Rev. C. W. 
BARDSLEY, M.A., Vicar of Ulverston. Home Words Publishing 
Office. 

This story is a reprint from last year's Home Words. It is cleverly 
written, with a good deal of wit and practical point. The bits of dialect 
give a pleasing flavour. In connection with the C.E.T.S. this Tale is 
likely to do much good. A cheap gift-book ; it has a tasteful cover, and 
is printed in large type. 
Lesson.~ on the Gospel of St. John. By the Rev. W. M. SINCLAIR, M.A., 

Vicar of St. Stephen's, Westminster. Chuxch of England Sunday 
School Institute. 

These lessons-clear, sound, and rich-are reprinted from the Church 
Sunday School Magazine, but they will be found useful for Teachers who 
are not connected with Sunday-schools, and by many who are not 
" Teachers." Mr. Sinclair has read much, noted much, and thought 
much ; and this book shows that he is "apt to teach." 

Lesson Studies from the Boole of Genesis. By EUGENE STOCK, author of 
" Lessons on the Life of our Lord," etc. Pp. 160. The Religious 
Tract Society. 

By some mischance a notice of this little volume failed to appear in the 
January CHURCHMAN. We heartily commend the book. To most of our 
readers, probably, the author needs not a word of introduction. His 
"Lessons" are widely known, and many have had the pleasure of 
hearing his suggestive addresses, to both children and teachers. The 
"Lesson Studies "before us are excellent. They are simple, but strong ; 
an unnecessary word will not be found, nor of anecdotes or illustrations 
is there one too many. We are glad that the esteemed author has pub­
lished a portion of his Lesson Studies in this cheap and convenient form ; 
and we have no doubt that many readers who have no connection with 
classes of any kind will find the book of great advantage. 
Present Day Tracts. Vol. VII. R.T.S. 

This is a good number of an excellent series, often commended in these 
pages. We are particularly pleased with the paper by Dr. Ma.clear, 
"Historical Illustrations of the New Testament Scriptures." 
Synoptical Lectures on the Boolcs of Holy Scriptu1·e. By DONALD FRASER, 

M.A., D.D. Two vole. Fourth edition. Nisbet and Co. 
The Preface to this new, fourth, edition tells us that this is in some 

respects a new book. The stereotyped plates of previous editions have 
been sacrificed, and the author has revised with care, having in view the 
recent discoveries of Biblical science. We have read many passages 
with interest and satisfaction. 

We are by no means surprised to see a second edition of that ably­
written book Some Account of Amyot Brough. Captain Brough fought 
under the Duke of Cumberland in the Low Countries, and was wounded 
under the eyes of General Wolfe at the taking of Quebec. The Tale 
has many graphic sketches of social and religious life. This is one of 
the high-class gift-books of Messrs. Seeley. 
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Daisy of " Old ltfeado10," by Miss GrnERNE, is a simple story (Nisbet 
and Co.). "Daisy" is well drawn, and many working-class readers will 
not think the passages about Isaac and his bag of gold are over-coloured. 

With A Crippled Robin (Seeley), many admirers of "A. Nest -of 
Sparrows," and" Under the Shield," will be much pleased. We most 
heartily commend this Tale. 

In the February Art Journal (Virtue and Co.) appears" The Favourites 
of t~e Emperor Honorius( by Mr. Waterhouse, A..R.A.; a fine picture, 
admired at the Academy rn 1883.-The Quiver has a paper on mistakes 
about prayer, by Rev. George Everard.-In Cassell's Family Magazine 
~ppears ~~other of the admir3:ble papers on Health. ri;he Doctor, who, 
1f he "visits" as well as he writes, must be a treasure, gives advice about 
breakfast. He says : 

What a person eats for breakfast often gives me a clue to the state of his health. 
One example : if while sojourning at an hotel I see a man come down to breakfast 
between ten and eleven, and sit down to devilled kidneys with: plenty of sauce 
(piquant), and perhaps one poor puny egg to follow, I would be willing to aver 
that he carries a white tongue, and that his liver sadly needs seeing to. Ham and 
eggs, bacon and eggs, or a beef-steak or underdone chop, with boiled eggs to 
follow, and then a. cup of nice tea, is a sensible breakfast for a man who is going 
out into the fresh air to walk, or ride, or work till noon ; but not for a person who 
has to sit all day in the same position at manual labour. I emphasize the word 
manual, because intellectual or mental work conduoes to appetite. An author 
hard at his desk, if his ideas be flowing freely, if he be happy at his work, and 
time flying swiftly with him, soon gets hungry, which only proves that we must 
support the body well when there is a strain upon the mind, so that no extra ex­
penditure of tissue may lead to debility. Cheerful conversation ensures the easy 
digestion of a good breakfast. 

The Church Sunday School Magazine has a hymn (" The Holy Inno­
cents") by the Bishop of Exeter, and a paper on St. Mark's Gospel by 
the late Dean of Chester. Archdeacon Murray's paper, as usual, is very 
good. In" The Work of the Sunday-school Teacher out of School," by 
Mr. H. Barker, appears this paragraph : 

Several years ago I had the pleasure of attending one of the Conferences in 
London in connection with the Church Sunday School Institute. The Rev. G. 
W. Kennion (now Lord Bishop of Adelaide) was speaking very practically on the 
discouragements of a teacher, and dwelling on the thonght that many a teacher 
felt tempted to give up his work, as it seemed no use going on talking to children 
about things which he had often talked to them about before, but which they did 
not seem to understand, when he very simply said : "Has it ever occurred to you 
that our blessed Lord thought it worth while on the very day of His resurrection 
to spend two hours on the road to Emmaus talking with two men about things 
on which He bad often talked to them before, but which they did not seem 
to understand !" And then in simple language he urged the teachers present to 
follow their Master's example in patient continuance in well-doing. The memory 
of that query still abides with me, and the simplicity of the illustration and the 
earnestness of the speaker thrilled many a heart, and doubtless cheered a.nd 
encouraged many of the teachers present to renewed earnestness a.nd perse• 
verance. 

The Church Worker always has some interesting "Notes and Com­
ments." In recording the death of the Archbishop of Armagh, the 
editor says : "Presiding over the Church of Ireland at a tirue when 
difficulties beset and dangers encompassed her, after Disestablishment, 
his admirable qualities were called into exercise, and exhibited with 
signal advantage." A.gain, as to Dean Howson, the Church Worlcer says: 

So touching a tribute to the memory of a. life has never been more deserved!y 
paid than in the words which fell from the lips of the Master of the Temple, m 
his reference to the Dea.n as one for whom the mourning was not merelv locnl, but 
"had its echo all over England, wheresover a beautiful character, a life at once 
studious, sociable, and practical, a life given to useful labour in writing and edu-
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eating, o.nd a Churchmansbip earnest without narrowness and liberal without 
vagueness, can find appreciative hearts to call it the kind of Christianity best for 
Englishmen, most truly expressive of the national spirit, in its strength and in its 
charm, 'in things pertaining to God ;'" and one who was fittingly laid Ip rest "in 
the cloisters of the ~athedral which had drawn from.him new life for its worship, 
and new beauty for its structure." 

Platfm·m A ids is a volume of Messrs. Hodder and Stongbton's" Clerical 
Library." It contains speeches of the "most eminent Christian orators 
of the present day." The speeches are from newspaper reports. 

We have much pleasure in recommending a new cheap edition of The 
Way Home, by the Rev. CHARLES BULLOCK, B.D. This, we observe, is 
the" seventieth thousand." It is published at the Home Words Office, 
7, Paternoster Square. 

In the Natwnal Review appears the speech on Patronage which the 
Bishop of Peterborough delivered in the Honse of Lords twelve years ago. 
We had the pleasure of listening to the speech at the time, and we wel­
come this publication of it, by the Bishop, with a timely and very in­
teresting postscript. 

THE MONTH. 

MR. GLADSTONE is for the third time Prime Minister. 
The Cabinet is thus composed : First Lord of the 

Treasury, Mr. Gladstone; Lord Chancellor, Sir F. Herschell; 
President of the Council, Earl Spencer ; Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Sir W. Harcourt; Home Secretary, Mr. Childers; 
Foreign Secretary, Earl of Rosebery; Colonial Secretary, Earl 
Granville; Secretary for War, Mr. Campbell-Bannerman ; 
Indian Secretary, Earl of Kimberley; First Lord of the 
Admiralty, Marguis of Ripon; Secretary for Scotland, Mr. 
Trevelyan; President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Mundella; 
President of the Local Government Board, Mr. Chamberlain; 
Chief Secretary for Ireland, Mr. J. Morley. 

The Earl of Aberdeen has accepted the office of Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. 

Lord Hartington and Mr. Goschen both spoke and voted 
against the "abstract resolution "1 which Mr. Gladstone sup­
ported, and which compelled the resignation of the Ministry. 
They were not able, therefore, to take office under Mr. 
Gladstone. Lord Derby, Lord N orthbrook, and Lord Selborne, 
members of Mr. Gladstone's Cabinet last year, are in agreement 
with the Whig, or Moderate Liberal Party. Sir Henry James, 
Attorney-General last year, has also felt himself unable to 
join Mr. Gladstone. 

Lord Fife has resigned the office of President of the Scottish 

1 The proposal-somewhat in the lines of the " three acres and a cow" 
policy-was moved by Mr. Jesse Collings, and supported by l\'.lr. Parnell's 
band. 
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Lib~ral Association. He was unable to change at a few days' 
~otrce the whole tenor of his political thoughts "at the start­
lins- and unexpected dictation of any political leader, however 
e~me~t. he ma,y be." He _repudiates the policy of dallying 
with d1smtegrat10n and Socialism. 

In the Gua1·dian of the 3rd, under the heading "The Lost 
Leader," appeared a striking article : 

Mr. Gladstone (says the Guardian) has chosen lately to describe him­
self by the ti tie of " an old Parliamentary band." The phrase declares an 
undeniable fact ; but it does not suggest the character in which his best 
and most tried friends have loved to regard him .... And it is with a keen 
and abiding sense of loss that we see Mr. Gladstone, as he aml we part 
company, descending into the common herd of party politicians, and con­
tent to be the head of a Government which exists only to tolerate 
Jacobinism in one kingdom and to coquet with Communism in another. 

The Spectator, whose devotion to Mr. Gladstone has been so 
well known, has spoken out with marked ability and decision 
on the Irish Question.I . 

A serious split in the " National Partj" has been closed up 
again ; but the dictatorship of Mr. Parnell is not so stable as 
Mr. Gladstone seems to suppose. Captain O'Shea, a Liberal 
(who arranged the "Kilmainham Treaty"), was in the end 
accepted by the Galway Nationalists; but Mr. Healy's mutiny 
in this election is significant. 

The Metropolis has been the scene of a scandalous outbreak. 
On the 8th an immense number of unemployed working men 
met in Trafalgar Square, in order to pass resolutions asking 
that public works should be started, and that Parliament 
should facilitate the employment of British capital. Some 
Social Democrats improved the occasion by haranguing the 
crowd and inciting them to riot and plunder. 

The "Simultaneous Meetings" in connection with the 
Church Missionary Society-a movement to which referen?e 
was made in the ,January CHURCHMAN-have {roved m 
many ways a singular success. In the Record o the 12th 
appeared deeply interesting reports of Meetings held at nearly 
200 centres ; and these reports, showing how the Church 1s 
stirred, afford solid reasons for thankfulness and hope. So 

1 In an article," The Flabbiness of Public Opinion," the Spectator says: 
""We have taken the Irish case as our illustration because that happens to 
be the question of the day ; but it is much the same with many other 
questions-as, for example, with the great question affecting the three 
acres and the cow, a pastoral idyll now withdrawing rapidly to the end of 
a somewhat distant rural vista. Public opinion is degenerating, because 
so many men are determined not to be 'out of the running,' that they 
do not make up their own minds at all, but wait to see how oth~r pe_ople 
make up theirs, and even then act only as if they had made up their mmds, 
without really making them up." 
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prayerful, so truly spiritual a movement, is rich in promise. 
The letters of the Archbishops to Mr. Wigram (Hon. Sec., 
C.M.S.) have been read with lively interest.1 

In Brighton, on the 12th, at an intercessory service in the 
parish church, Archdeacon Hannah's eloquent address con­
tained a touching reference to Bishop Hannington. In the 
afternoon Conference, Lord Chichester's speech-scarcely an 
"In Memoriam," for he hoped against hope-was peculiarly 
impressive. Few who heard the venerated Chairman (President 
of the C.M.S. for 50 years) referring to his friend Bishop Han­
nington, and special prayers, will ever forget that speech. 

Tidings which arrived on the 13th leave no hope, it would 
seem, that the good Bishop escaped. The King of Uganda 
sent orders that the Bishop with his party, should be led to 
execution. 

Archdeacon Darby has been appointed Dean of Chester. 
The members of the House of Laymen met yesterday (the 

16th). The Archbishop was accompanied by eleven Bishops. 
In his opening address the Archbishop said : 

My Lords and gentlemen, it is with a grave sense of the significance 
of this occasion, and with a well-grounded confidence in the advantage 
of your counsels, through the will of God, to the development of the 
active work and spiritual life of the Church of England, that I now open 
in His Name this House of Laymen elected for the province of Canter­
bury. Answering to the expansion of interest and the increase of self-, 
denying labour and generosity on the part of the laity of the Church in 
advancing towards the noble ends set _before her by her Master and Head, 
there has for many years existed a fixed desire on the part of the Bishops 
and most of the clergy to secure in some definite manner, God helping 
us, a large measure of regular deliberation and counsel from able and 
devout laymen. To the due consideration of many modern problems the 
opinion of the laity and the opinion of the clergy are alike essential. 

Viscount Cranbrook moved a vote of thanks to the Archbishop 
for his address. Mr. Beresford Hope seconded the motion, 
which was agreed to, and acknowledged. The Archbishop and 
Bishops then retired.2 

In Convocation the proceedings were important. In the 
Upper House, on motion of the Bishop of Gloucester and 
Bristol, a Committee of the whole House was appointed to 
consider the various proposals for Church Reform. 

1 "We are informed that at the Episcopal Meeting at Lambeth this 
week, on the occasion of the administration of Holy Communion, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury requested the prayers of the assembled Bishops 
on behalf of the Simultaneous Meetings."-Record, Feb. l:!. 

2 Mr. Spottiswoode moved that Lord Selborne be appointed chairman 
of the House. The Earl of Harrow by seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to amid cheers. On the motion of Mr. Powell, seconded by Mr. 
Beresford Hope, Mr. Spottiswoode was elected vice-chairman of the 
House. 



INDEX TO VOL. XIII. 

rAOE 

Administrative Reforms, by G. 
Venables, Esq. . . . 321 

Agi~ation for Disestablishment, 
the, by Rev. H. G. Dickson 60 

Bible Classes for Young Ladies, 
by Mrs .. Blakeney . . . 175 

Church Defence, by Gilbert Ven-
ables, Esq. . . . . 222 

Church Elementary Education, by 
Rev. Canon Daniel . . . 321 

Church Reform, by Worshipful 
and Rev. Canon Bspin . •. 359 

Church of England Purity Society, 
by John Shelly, Esq. . . 275 

Clergy Pensions, by Hon. and 
Rev. Canon Legge . 435 

Correspondence : 
Canon Babington, by Rev. C. F. 

Cobb . . . . . 292 
The Deacon's Year, by Rev. 

Lord S. G. Osborne . . 463 
Church Gifts, by Rev. F. Burn-

side . 466 
Dr. Edersheim on W ellhausen's 

Theory, by Rev. F. E. Toyne . 453 
Erasmus, by Rev. Canon Pen-

nington . . . . . 48 
Established Chnrch, the, by Right 

Hon. the Earl of Chichester . 132 
Evolution, by Rev. Canon Hoare 1 
Free Education, by John Shelly, 

Esq.. . . . 401 
From Bremen to New York, by 

Rev. C. B. Brigstocke - 266 
Genesis and the Bible, by Rev. 

Canon Bernard 37, 180 
Hour of Communion, the, by Rev. 

N. Dimock . . . 420 
Hymn for the New Year, a, by 

the Lord Bishop of Exeter . 299 
Interest of the People of England 

in the Church of England, by 
Very Rev. Dean Perowne 149 

,Jane Austen, by Hon. .Albinia 
Brodrick . . . . . 95 

Jan Ziska, by Rev, A. H. Wratis-
law, . 340 

Lessons of the Late Attack upon 
the Church, the, by Rev. H. 
Granville Dickson . . . 379 

Life at the Springs, by Rev. 
G. W. Weldon 115 

Mr. Chamberlain on Free Educa-
tion . 127 

PAOE 

Money-Getting in "the United 
States, by Rev. G. W. Weldon 365 

No~conformist' Objections Con­
sidered, by Very Rev.:J. J. S. 
Perowne, D.D. 206 

Our Colonial Empire, by Hon. 
P. C. Hill, D.C.L. . . . 281 

Pastoral Epistles, the, by Rev. T. 
Jordan, D.D. . . . . 89 

Personal Recollections of .Algiers, 
by Rev. G. W. Weldon . . 440 

Reflex Benefits of Church Mission-
ary Enterprise, by Rev. W. A. 
Bathurst , . . . . 241 

Revised Version, Old Testament, 
by Rev. Canon Girdlestone , 16 

Religion and Morality, by Rev. 
· Canon Macnamara . . . 260 

Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, 
the, by Rev. J. de Soyres. 81, 165 

Saints' Days in the Church's Xear, 
by Very Rev, Dean Howson 31, 108 

215 
Sir Emilius Bayley's "Pro Ec-

clesia " . . . . . 288 
Textus Receptus of the Old Testa­

ment, by Very Rev, the Dean 
of Canterbury, D.D. . 331, 413 

The Cathedral and the Diocese, 
by Ven. .Archdeacon Hannah, 
D.C.L. . . . . . 250 

The Church on the Continent, by 
Rev. T. Teignmouth Shore . 254 

Thomas Gray, by Rev. Canon 
Bell, D.D. . . . . . 187 

Thoughts on the Present Crisis, 
by Rev. Prof. Swainson, D.D .. 161 

REVIEWS:-

Prof. Schaff's "Didache," by 
Rev. Dr. Plummer 66 

Life of Moffat . . 227 
W anderiugs in China . 299 
The Vaudois of Piedmont 304 
The Life of William Carey . 383 
Are we to modify Fundamental 

Doctrine ? . . . . 389 
Canon Fausset's Commentary 

on Judges . 391 

SHORT NOTICES:- 68, 135, 232, 310 
392, 468 

TrrE MONTH :-77, 148, 239,317,396 
475 




