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332 Sho1·t }latices. 

large party to effect a general change of the centre of gravity of the 
Church in a certain direction, every member of the Church is an in­
terested party. But besides this, I would say that the English law 
recognises the propriety of suits, on behalf of infants and others who 
cannot protect themselves, being undertaken by any other persons who 
may be willing to act as their" next friends." .And it is clear that in 
the'present case, if the Protestant cause were not taken up by a society, 
it could not be taken up at all.-Yours faithfully, 

ROBERT W. KENNION . 
.AcLE RECTORY, Febrnai-y, 8th, 1890. 

---~<t>----
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Studies on the Epistle.3. By F. GoDET, D.D. London : Hodder and 
Stoughton. Pp. 359. 

IT goes without saying that this book will be enthusiastically wel­
comed by Bible lovers. .All the author's well-known penetration of 

thought and clear judgment are markedly conspicuous. Not less is his 
style interesting and his matter useful, so that, while the series could 
be used with advantage by the theological student as "introductions" 
to the Epistles, it will be quite as acceptable in another light to 
the general reader. Naturally tbere is a little loss through translation­
indeed, while the book is capitally translated verbally, the syntactical 
rende-ring is still very French, and we do not think the translator has 
always "got inside" Dr. Godet's arguments. For instance, in the essay 
on l Cor. we read, "the .Apostle had to treat in this Epistle nine topics 
altogether heterogeneous"; but the chapter afterwards deals separately 
with the ten topics demanded by Dr. Godet's treatment. Such a mistake, 
we may feel sure, is due to translation. One or two misprints there are, 
and unfortunately in that quarter where they are most annoying-refer­
ences to chapter and verse. But these slight blemishes will be readily 
detected by the careful scholar, and will, perhaps, not do the general 
reader much harm. In any case, they do not detract from the great value 
of the whole production. 

Meditations. By .ADOLPHE GRATRY. London : Griffith and Farran. 
1889. Pp. 238. 

Pere Gratry is well known as a former professor in the Sorbonne ; but 
this work may be read with advantage by all shades of Christians. Even 
if all its phrases are not endorsed, the fertility of idea and spirituality of 
thought must prove attractive. These expositions, which are exceedingly 
well translated, show an originality and a real depth and force which are 
very seldom met with, even in these days of "Expositors' Bibles " ancl 
"Preachers' .Aids," multiplied to infinity. .A powerful imagination has co­
operated with a manifest love of truth to produce them, and the best of 
the thought is its condensation. No verbiage, no padding, but vivid 
illustrations wrapped in felicitous language. There are two series of 
"Meditations" in the present volume: the first upon general subjects, e.g., 
"man upon the earth," "the union of men," "the presence of God," etc., 
while the second series deals with the early chapters of St. John's Gospel. 
Each is marked by the same characteristics, and worthy o.E an equal re-

. commendation. 


