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The Month, ' 615

" THE ,MONTH“.;

HE Lambeth Conference has been in’ session. It i Is arti 1mpresswe

i assemblv, says' the’ "Guardian, *impressive, in, itself; and . yet

more 1mpresswe in its ‘contrast wrth all that most: men could have
‘anticipated in ‘bygone generations for the Anglican Communion,”

In an-able article on the programme of the Conference, the RL’L'M’(i

- says:

But the gréat problem of.all, whxch every year and almost every month is rlsmg into
" ‘more urgent prominence, concerns. the relation of authoritative., Christian teaching
- towards the latest discoveries in science and the new or revived ideas in physics and
phllOSOphy Religion is being called to. give an account of:jtself-and’ to show its cre-
. dentidls in an age when nothing is taken for granted, and" when: the. means of testing
" historical evrdence are somewhat different in nature and much greater in: amount than
““formerlys ., . It is here that theé Protestant Reformed Chinrches ‘have; as: it ideems to
us, their gre"ttes. opportunity. .. If only they knew the day of theit tion,” the future
of rellgron is with them, They will be the instruments used: by'God eep alive and
.to enlargé the knowledge of Himself in the'world. They are free—hénée the stipreme
folly of the recrudescence of 'Romanism—from the superstitions.whieh: the.-Medizeva
Church adopted, and which only the dim twilight of knowledge could, tolerate.. . The
great Western Church of Rome is committed body and soul to principles ‘and’ ideas
which the facts of nature as now ascertained have made simply 1mp0551b1e

:

On_ Saturday,’ the 3oth;: at’ Canterbury Cathedral the -Primate
' formally welcomed the Bishops.?

The. Conference  was: opened on Tuesday Of the 141 Bishops
who have accepted the invitation of the Archbishop, 130 were

presént when Holy Commumon was’ admlnlstered at eleven 0 clock
" i theé Palacé Chapel. -
. Alarge number of the Blshops wete' present ‘a‘ rnterestmg gather—
_. ings at thé Church Mission Society’s House -and’ the“Bible Hotise.
At the Bible House the coricluding’ speaker was hla Grace the Arch-
blShOp of Canterbury, who $aid:

Lord Harrowby has welcomed thie Brshops from ‘all parts of the world and myself :
to'mmy great honour and- ‘joy, to this house.. I havebeén delighted with'the bright and
~beautiful idea of asking us to meet here with the outspread Bible for out symbol We
_have among us, by God's providence, one whom I should like to join with-us in aoknow-
ledgmg the Society’s courtesy, Mar Gregoritis, a Bishop of the Syrian Church. I there
is one thing to emphasize what has been- said "about thé common umty and agreement
of the Christian Churches in one, thing at least, it is shown by.the: presence. of.Mar
Gregorius. Itis surely a thing which .ought to stir us to have here a prelate who is
“heart and soul with"us from the Patriarchate of Antioch;, where the “disciples'were first
called Clristians, a plelate who in his daily prayers uses thelanguage of" Abraham,
'* the father. of the faithful.”.. ‘We-rejoice to think that there is a voicelon.earth answer-
ing to the voice of heaven, thé one sound which' has. gone out into all-lands, a sound
whichi is going out’ day by day from this house and from other centtes, a voice which is
going out unceasingly-into all-lands.-- And it seems-to me that to- (hy in the’ Blshops
tfh"tthcome thence we have, as it were, the echo of. that sound retummg whe »ce 1t wen

ort ’

A decper and more 1mportant splutll"ll truth it is that, whatever the dxfferences o

¥ When I‘ullel had finished his. great work he began his. Letter to the Render \\1th
_these words * ‘“ An ingenious .gentleman some months since-in Jest -earnest:advised. me
' to make Haste with my * History, of, the . Church - of England,’ for fear (s"ud 'he). lest
-“thé. Church of England be: ended. before the histoty thereof
“tyranny, of 1655 the “words' might" well have been’ said with simplé
a century later men might have had still better grotind for thinking t
not.be far off.—Guardian.
.2 The BlShopS were: entertained at Iunch at'St, Augustme s Collede Drv;ne‘Servxc_e
begnn at three o clock : o ' . .

t: the end could .
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Chnstnans, there is one point of agreement in their common reveretice for the Word: of
God, in their love and. study of the-Scriptures. 'We'can even go beyond that. It has
been said most. truly that there dré heatt:Breaking tﬁv;sxons among Christians.' There
is-one mitigation of -the sorrow. That consolation is the common reverence and love
fot the: Holy Scripturés felt by all Christians. There are two gteat ‘things, this common
point. 'of agreement and. this high consolatlon And then, thirdly, in: the far-distant
he'future, thereis one basis of union on ‘which we must all come tovether again,
,.which can neveér pdss.away. N
Thres hundred years ago.a few learned, schoolmen determmed -that. they would
+ plunge: themselves deep into-the study of God’s Word, and, cost what it might, they
‘wvouldkkhow what God's*Wotd said. “'They did come ‘to know what it said:- And the
meeting.of those few schoolmen studying God’s Word has proved the foundation of .
Evangehcql teachmg throughout the world: This .teaching is spreading, and the con-
‘vigtion: of-ts" tritthi is“deepeiiing in every heatt.” Let us not only take comfort in the
“thouglt that-thiers is something in Which we can’agree, but let us in our prayeis and
hopes look confidently to"the fact thatin’ the” Holy Seripture and ‘its teaching, when
deepl}(r{ 4nd- ‘thoro ghly undelstood is the basxs of ‘our reumon m the future,—7"%e
Ix‘ecor )

‘ At the- annual’meetmg of tne Socxety for the' Propagatlon of the.
Gospel some most interestinig papers were'read. ©

. In reply to Liord Harrowby, questlomng the- Government as to
Eastem Equatonal Africa,” the Premier said that our agreement
‘with Germany was the best possible for civilization and .commerce.

“The action. brought by Mr. O'Donnell, at-one time a - promment
Parnellite, agalnst the Zimes for . alleged libel,: contained in :the
“famous articlés on Parnellism and Crime,” wh1ch appeared 'in that
;Jjournal last year; came. to an’ abrupt termmatlon : verdict for the
.defendants. " -

. A remarkable. Ietter from the Pope to. the Insh Blshops has been
pubhshed Leo XIII. is apparently resolved that the official con-
.demnation of boycotting. and .the Plan:of Campalgn shall not . be
evaded. , He has doubtless been informed that thereis a.good deal
.of . quiet ,opposmon to, or. dlsregald of,. its mJunctmns, although

_ public denunciations of the resciipt are no longer heard. .But the

* letter lately redd in the Roman Catholic chapels shows that the Pope
-is bent on vindicating the- authority of the Vatican, The Bishops are
.admonished in terms from which there. should be no escape. ~They
_are to ““take all necessary steps that no room be left for doubt as to
“the. force of this decree. Let it be understood by all that the
“entire ‘method "of action whose employment we have forbidden is
““forbidden as altogether unlawful, Let your people seek to advance
¢ their lawful interests by lawful means.”

The anntal meeting of the Church Defence Institution'was. held
.4t the Natlonal Society’s House, the Earl of. Harrowby in: the chair.
«Inr opening the proceedmgs, Lord Harrowby said:

Hé had endeavoured to take as calm and impaitial a view of drsestabhshment and
disendowment as he could; but'the more deeply be thought upon:it-the.more appalling.
did the cntastrophe which such a measure would produce appeat to him. There was

t

_whatever to m'1ke Inm beheve that the . Christianity, orality, and the
¢ otld be brought
£ g

' about and hence it was that he halled with' satlsfachon both th
and the basis on which it took its stand. &m gfeat obje
“ itidépeiidently. of .political considerations, and in_ doin
whether:* those who ‘weére associated with it wére faithft
Atticles; It was the more. hece§sary that al] should unite m‘defe
this juncture, because that had happened which at one tim
m1poss:ble——a section of ‘the Liberal Paity had insctibed-on’its b ds one of the
things it had in view, an attack upon the Chmch in Wales. ——-Gwzrd s



