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EDITORIAL

Ecumania. Our nearest relations in the denominational
sense are being asked to celebrate the first decade of the
emergence of the United Reformed Church this year. This
request leads one to ask why celebrate a merger which has
brought so much embarrassment not to mention disenchantment
in so short a period, to so many?

Ecumania, the malady above mentioned is one that has
troubled the Jewish world since the fall of Babel, followed
later by the centralizing influence of King Josiah. Attacks
of the malady appeared early in the Apostolic Age after
the dispute between Peter and Paul. Ecumania has sometimes
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taken on a military guise, as in the days of Constantine
the Great who sought to unite Christendaom at the point

of the sword., It had however a very serious setback at the
Protestant Reformation when the significance of the New
Learning and the publication of the Scriptures in the
venacular, in the language of the people, proved so strong
an antidote. In Britain and in Europe the results were
startling and an attempt was made to provide an answer to
the antidote in the counter reformation.

The antidote proved most effective after the Reformation,
when several churches ranging from Anabaptists to Romanists
succeeded in gaining the support of their several govern-
ments in state approval. At the second Reformation when
Independency appeared in the 1l6th and 17th century, the
malady retreated into the shadows of the cloister and
ultramontanism. The malady sustained further blows with the
emergence of John Wesley and the Evangelical Awakening of
the 18th century. John Wesley who was descended from sturdy
nonconformist stock provided an urgent and most effective
antidote, proving again that diversity can be the hand-
maiden of progress and service.

The Malady scarcely emerged again during the long period
of Missionary enterprise from the end of the 1Bth to the
beginning of the 20th centuries. After the first World War
the malignancy appeared once more, when some church leaders
meeting at Edinburgh were contaminated with a severe attack
of what was later diagnosed and described as Ecumania.The
virus was strong enough to survive many attempts to
clear it out of the body ecclesiastical. The virus spread
to Free and State Churches alike, but was confined in the
main to the Protestant Churches of Britain.

Parallel with this outbreak was the new fever knouwn as
Conferencitis, related to committeeitis a fever which
had been evident during the Commonwealth of all perinds.
This was diagnosed as the last resort of all decrepit
movements. This .new phase of the disease was made necess-
ary, it was urged by the pressure of business, as well as
the opposition of many Churches to what was then described
as autocratic and episcopal and even papal influences.

‘The Malady and its accompanying symptoms penetrated deep-
ly into the Congregational body with what can only be des-
cribed as with paralysing effect. That Church body lost
most of its desire to live, it muttered freguently of its
rapid demise, and in that condition it turned in upon it-
self and many of its leaders uttered a death wish. By the
60's writes Cecil Northcote in the Observer of 21st Nov-
ember 1965, "A plan for the formation of a United Free
Church of England 1is now being considered by 2500 Congre-
gational Churches and 300 Presbyterian Churches.... The
Headquarters of both Churches strongly backing the scheme."
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The late Rev.Reginald W .Cleaves in 'Congregationalism
1960-76"'" wrote after quoting the above, "Much publicity of
this kind in the secular and religious press stimulated the
popular mind for 'unity' and set any opponents to particular
schemes in a totally false catagory of those who were 'against
unity', 'unwilling for any change', 'rooted in the past but
without growth into the future', 'diehards' etc. All these
cliches were detrimental to the work of those who sought
and desired 'unity' but not at any price,who desired change
and growth but not 'change for its ouwn sake' or'growth

of false concepts'.

To continue on this serious line let me quote some words
uttered by Dr Harry Butman president of the International
Congregational Fellowship and successor of the old ICC in
its Conference at Bangor in I8BI. Dr Butman in a scholarly
address outlined the experiences of American Congregationalists
in the 50s when after the ecumenical experiment many
Congregationalists moved away to form another Union.

He adds,in November I1955,men and women from Churches which
refused to surrender their autonomy and independence
gathered at Detroit to create the National Association of
Congregational Churches". And commenting on our British
experiences writes, ''In England in 1960, the pressures of
organisational ecumenicity again set in motion the ...
forces of ecclesiastical freedom. The several meetings

in London in I8972 resulted in the foundation of
Congregational Federation of Continuing Congregational
Churches.," He adds,"the fight for spiritual and ecclesiastical
freedom is not a thing of shallow chronology unrooted in
history..We are gathered here in Wales, a very citadel of
Independency, to renew our alleigance to the Congreqationa
cause, a notable example of freedom in Christ,and to
reach out around the world to join hands with those of
like heart and mind." Quoting the Chislehurt Declaration of
1975 drawn up by those who wished to continue the valuable
contact of International Congreqationalism Dr Butman read,
"Although we extol in the family the wholeness and the
completeness of such gathered local church,as our
distinctive and cherished witness, we do not narrowly deny
the liberty of other Church orders or esteem them to be
ways aof darkness. The lamps are many the light is one.."

Ten years have passed and where it was thought we should
have One Church of the Presbyterians and the Congregation-
alists,we now have Four different communions. The URC,and
CF as well as the EFCC and the Unaligned Congregational
Churches continue their work separately. But it is not a
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time for resentment or repentance for decisions made in 18972.
Yet we can not but comment on the passing of the 'covenant'
in the URC Assembly by only just two thirds majority and the
"Alternative response' group in the U.R.C.

The following is a summary of the responses of the churches
to this guestion and also the General Assembly:

Response of Number Total 4 of total
Individual of Member - Membership
Churches churches ship in of URC
group

Voting for 419 )
Generally for but 16 ) 52076 35,35
did not vote
Voting against 396 )
Generally against 24 ) 41873 2B.42
but did not vote
Churches indecisive 1081 53388 36.23
or not responding

Total 1936 147337 100.00
Voting at National Assembly:

Number of %-  faf ¥ of total
votes those
voting

Voting for 434 68.89 68.586
Voting against 196 31.11 30.96
Abstentions 3 8] 0.48
Notes: -
(i) The voting of churches was advisory, the National

Assembly's decision is final and binding.

(ii) The minimum vote required by the National Assembly was
66.67%

(311)  The .8.E. has therefore accepted the covenant
for Unity.

These figures show that after the merger of 1972 and the
many problems created by that merger, a sense of frustra-
tion settled on all the participants within and without that
scheme, Ten years later in 1982 out .of the 1936 URC
Churches, 1081 were indecisive or did not reply to the
gquestion of the Covenanting scheme and of the remaining 845,
419 were definitely for and 396 definitely against.

After examination of these figures along with those at the
URC Assembly, a great change will be seen to have taken
place in the thinking of Churches & Ministers alike on the
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question of Church Union. And the examination will show alsco
the part played by the "Alternative Response" group when
400 ood ministers and representatives rejected the scheme
at the Assembly vote. No one could have forecast such a
result knowing the propensity evident for se long in these
quarters of hoth Ex-Presbyterian and Ex-Congregational
elements in the United Reformed Church. The shadow of 1972
fell heavily on the scene in 1582, The result within the
IIRC could have been a further split with the consequent
injury to the total witness of the Christian Church. The
decision of the Synod of the Church af England to reject the
Covenanting scheme, came as a relief to many.

By way of footnote to all this. ine Churches Council
for Covenanting met after the voting tcok place and in spite
of the Chairman wurging further meetings, decided to disband.

The decision came at last to the great relief of many,
Historians will have much to say of the way Christians
were led into such tortuous ways in search of 'union' which
resulted in even greater disunity in the past decade.
There will be no welcome for the cynics among them. The work
and witness of the Christian Church in Britain has sustained
great loss through these years spent in the wilderness. 0Of
the leaders,history will decide whether they were worthy stew-
ards in the house of God? Of the lay members it can hon-
estly be said that they Lhought this was the true way of
God in which they were being led. The great question remains
'Has the Good Lord a Future for his people?' The christian
will know that the answer lies in our readiness to seek again
His will and in our discovering the truth that the future may
after all lie in our re-discovering the value of the 'hidden
treasure' which we denigrated so much, not being prepared to
think that a mere 'gathered Church' had any value in the 20th
Lentury. The historian will look at these and many other
aspects of 1life during this decade just passed, and ponder
over the event of 1972 and those of 1982 when a halt was
called to the 'great obsession' of the 20th Century.

Trevor Watts

- e

FROM THE SECRETARY

le have again come to the end of a busy year and as I look
back I am encouraged in the way that the name and objects
of the Congregational History Circle is gradually becoming
krnown and this is particularly being reflected in the number
of organisations etc. which are now notifying the Circle of
events which may be of interest to Circle members. It is my
hope that by the next issues it may be possible to start a
"Dates For Your Diary™ Column on a reqular basis and with
this in mind T would invite Churches and organisations who
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might read this to send in details of their special events
i.e.centenaries etc. for possible irclusion in this column
next time, One of the objects of this magazine is to pro-
vide an information service for its members and readers in

a compact and easily accessible form as well as a channel
for learning and interest and it is hoped therefore that
Churches, organisations and individual will send in details
of events they know about.

During the last vyear I have also noted a very definite
upsurge in the interest in Congregational History and Her-
itage and this is particularly encouraging. This 1is part-
icularly shown in a number of ways namely the holding
of the E.F.C.C.Studies Conference at the Westminster Chapel
London again this year in April which includes a number
of Historical items; The Survey by the North West Area of
the Congregational Federation into the history of its Chur-
ches the results of which 1 await with considerable
interest); and the decision by Union Chapel, 1Islington,
‘London not to demolish their premises as originally planned
but instead to try and restore them to their former glory
with a practical purpose must all be pointers to this -long
may this rekindling of the flame continue. One would hope
that it may be a hopeful sign for the fFuture.

Membership of the Circle continues to grow steadily and
I am pleased to report that membershin now stands at
British Isles Members 127; Associations and Colleges 46;
Dverseas Members 46, During the early part of 1883 the
Circle will be stepping up 1its publicity in wvarious aga-
zines and publications and by other means and it is heped
that the Circle will grow from strength to strength during
1983,

Finally, may I wish everyone who reads this magazine a
very Happy Christmas and New Year and hope and trust that
you will continue tn support us in what we are trying to
achieve during 1983.

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CIRCLE, FRIDAY
13th MAY, 1983: SHEFFIELD, YORKSHIRE.

Flans are well 1in hand for this event although not all
the details have as yet Leen finalised. Full details will

be forwarded to members and readers as soon as this
is finally arranged, It is proposed that the weekend
will include a conducted tour of items of Congregational
and Teneral Chureh interest in the Sheffield area on the
Friday afternaon and then in the evening the Annual General
Mesting of the Cirele will ke held at whizh wmongst other
items on thg Ngenda for discussiop will be a new Constltu-

tion for the Circle, 1t is anticipaled that the evening
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meeting will commence at about 7.30p.m. 0On the Saturday
Members and friends will be free to attend the
Annual Assembly of the Congregational Federation teo be
held at Lhe Victoria Halls, Sheffield on Saturday 14th
May, 1983 and then to return home as and when they
wish.

In connection with this weekend the Circle is hoping
to arrange accommodation in the Sheffield area for those
attending and extensive enquiries are going on at present
to secure suitable accommodation at a reasonable price for
those who might require it.0One possibility is the Sheffield
Y.M.C.A. who have indicated that they would be willing to
accommodate Loth men and women at their extensive premises
in Bromhall Road, Sheffield at a charge of £7.00 per night
per person for a single study bedroom to include, Bed,
Breakfast and VAT. A 1limited amount of dormitory accommo-
dation could be made available also for persons bringing
their own sleeping bags and the charge for this would be
£3.00 per night. In addition there is a restaurant in the
building and evening meals can be provided on the premises
for a minimum charge of £1.50 per person. A rocom could
be made available for our Annual General Meeting and during
the break in the A.G.M. Teas, Coffee and Light Refreshments
could be made available. Also for those requiring a little
better accommodation, a 1list of Hotels and Guest Houses
in the Sheffield area have been forwarded toc me and if
anyane interested could contact me letting me know of the
type of accommodation reguired and for how long T will
endeavour to supply details.

Once full details of the meeting and other matters haue
been finalised it is hoped to contact all members and read-
ers with Ffull details and an application form similar to
last vyears will be included. If you are interested in
booking accommodation in the area please contact me as soon
as possible.

B Tl kT T =t S ————

FROM THE TREASURER

As we come to the end of another successful year 1 must
report that as agreed by the Annual General Meeting of
the Circle held in Swansea in May 1882 our subscription
charges for 1983 will have to be increased. Last year we
were fortunate to be able teoc keep ocur subscriptions the same
but with increased printing and postegs charges and a nsed
for the Circle to reduce its reliance aon rths very gener-
ous and appreciated grants by & number of organisations tao
the magazine which to date have enabled us to keep costs
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dpwn whilst still continpually improving the magazine by
going over from the duplicsted format to a printed one,
this will mean that this year (1983) we shall have to
imcrease our membership suuscription to £1.25 for British
Isles Members and £1.75 for Overseas Members. The previaous
redurtions for D.A.P's ang Students will remain(details
on reguest). It is sincerely hoped that this will not
dissourage anmyone from renewing their membership in 1883,
as this still represents exceslilent value when other similar
magazines are taken into account, and that you will return
the renewal form =nclosed with this issue at the very ear-
liest to myself.

When renewing your membershiip may I alsec suggest that
you might consider recommending the Magazine to & friend or
close acguaintance in the hope that they might consider join-
ing as well. Better still, why not give them membership of
the Circle for a yvear as a Christmas, New Year or birthday
present.

May I wish all memhers of the Circle a very happy
Christmas and & Frosperous New Year and hope as we go into
1983 that the Circle will grow and irc:rease its activities.
Much has been achieved during 1882 and hopefully even
more can be achieved during 1883. To do this however,
we need your support so we trust that vyou will
renew your membership for 18983.

D.Morrell.

L ——————— e et e e R e i i

THE MEMORIAL HALL AND CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY, LONDON.

The move of the Congregational Library to become a part of
Dr.wWilliams Library, although housed in a separate annexe,
is now complete. At the Memorial Hall site in Fleet
Lane the Halls have I believed now ceased to be used
and are being converted into Office accommodation. It is
understood that only a small trustees office now remains
at the site.

To commemorate the ejection of nearly 2,000 Non-conformist
ministers on St.Bartholomew's Day,18682 an event of special
significance to Congregationalists a special service uas held
on Saturday 21st August 1982 at the Memorial Hall site, arr-
anged by the 1662 Society, The Congregational Historical
Cirele and the Congregational Federation.

The first event took place around the commemorative stone
in the forecourt of the Congregational Memorial Hal! in Fleet
Lane in the City of London. The Hall was built on the site
of Ffleet Prison where the seperatist martyrs Barrow and
Greenwood were kept in captivity prior to their execution
at Tyburn. A brief act of worship preceded the
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laying of a posy of flowers on the stone.

There followed a service at the City Temple,Holbarn
Viaduct - the only Free church in the City of London.

In his address, Rev.Alan Argent (the Chaplain aof the I662
Society) asked the congregation to remember not just the
ejected ministers and the Seperatist Martyrs but also the
Anglican clergymen who were thrown out of their livings
during the Civil War and who, together with their familirs
suffered much hardship.

Yet the emphasis must not be on commemorating the
Church's divisions but on giving thanks for the present
understanding and real concern for spiritusl unity
between the depaominations.

It is proposed by the three groups to arrange similar
services on the nearest Saturday to St.Bartholomew's Dav
every year, (In I883 this would be @n either Saturday 2IstL
or 27th August), The secretary unfortunately this yeas
only received details of the proposed arrangements whilst
he was on holiday in the Isle of Man so was unable to
notify Circie Members in time on this occasion but hopefully
this will run a little more smoothly in I883. More details
of what is proposed in I883 will appear in the May issue,

- -

FROM THE POSTBAG

1. Details have now reached me of the 1383 "Congregational
Studies Conference" to be arranged at the Westminster
Chapel, Buckingham Gate,London by the E.F.C.C. on

Saturday 9th April,I1982 and these look most interesting.
Chaired by the Rev.Derek Swann, B.AR.,B.D. the meeting

will commence at I1.00 a,m., with a talk by Mr.Michael
Boland (London) on Oliver Cromwell. At I2.30 p.m. the
meeting will break for Dinner which can be obtained on the
premises if required at a charge of £2.00 to include a

ot meal and a cup of tea or coffee then the conference
will commence again at I,30 p.m,with a talk by the Rev,
Neville Rees (Morriston) on "The Prayer Life aof the Church'
At 3,00 p.m. there will be a break for tea or coffee at

5 pence per cup followed at 3,30 p.m. by a talk by Rev.
Hefin Elias (Cardiff) on 'P.T.Farsyth Prophet af the 20th
Century'. It is expected that the Conference will close
about 5.00 p.m. Each lecture will be followed by discussion
and after the conference the lectures will be duplicated
and the three can be obtained from the Secretary of the
Conference. The costfur the Conference is £2.00 per person.
Application forms and full details of the Conference can be
abtained from the Secretary (Mr.P.Collins),4 Reddons Road,
Beckenham,Kent, BR3 ILZ.




Page IO

Z.With regard to Union Chapel, Islington,London, I am
pleased to report that on Sunday I3th June 1982, the Church
Meetin, unanimously made the decision to withdraw the
redevelopment scheme which weuld have resulted in the
possible demolition of the present Church Building(The last
Free Church Cathedral in England?) and to commit itself

to the gradual restoratior of the existing buildings.

Nn Tuesday Sth October the "Friends of Union Chapel”
was constitutad at a well attended meeting and already has
some B0 members. The objects of the "Friends"are:-

(a) To secure the preservation,maintenance and improvement
of the Chapel fabric for the benefit of the local
cammunity and the Nation.

(b) To stimulate and widen interest in and the use of
the Chapel Buildings by both the National and Local
Communities.

(c) To generate funds for the Chapels restoration and
upkeep.

The Friends will work in close contact with the fellowship
at Union Chapel, (The Secretary and Treasurar of the
"Friends" are Union Chapel Deacons.

An architect has been appointed to start a survey and ta
apply for a grant towards initial repairs and a fund will
be launched when figures are known.

Membership of "The Friends" is open to all and full
details can be obtained from Mrs.R.Forster,I3 Sydney Road,
Wanstead,London EII 2JW, Telephone 0I-530-2332. The cost
of membership is £I,00. We will keep you informed of
developments in future issues.

3. The Council for British Archaeology Working Party on
Non Conformist Places of Worship is planning a One Day
Visit to Bristol on Saturday 7th May 1982 to look at Nan-
Conformist architecture in the City which Circle Members
are very welcome to join if they wish. The proposed prog-
ramme is as follows:- .

I0.a.m. Meet at 5t. Nichulas Church Museum (by Bristol
Bridge) and 10 minutes walk from Temple Meads Railuway
Station.

I0.40 a.m.Walk around Central Bristol visiting,amongst
others, the Unitarian Chapel,Lewins MeadjWesley's Neuw
Room, Broadmead and the Friends Meeting,Quakers Friars.

12.Noon Lunch (can be laid on if required)

I p.m. Coach to visit Whitfield Tabernacle,Kingswood;

The Unitarian Chapel,Frenchay;iThe Friends Meeting,Frenchay
Watley's End and Claverham,

5.30 p.m. Coach returns to Temple Meads Rallway Station

and meeting ends.
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full details and costs can be obtained by writing to:
Mr.Dawson,City Museum and Art Gallery,Queens Road,Bristnl,
B58 IRL (Tel.299771). Alternative or additional suggestions
for possible visits during this day are also invited by
Mr,Dawsan when writing,

4.Erik Routley died in his sleep wilhout warning on 8th
Octobes 1982,some three weeks before his 65th Gicthday. He
was at the time on a lecture tour in Nashville,lennessee,
and would have shartly returned to Princeton for the new
semester at Westminster Choir College where he was
Professor af Church Music. The shock of his passing will
certainly spread worldwide. He must certainly be remembered
for his work as General Secretary of the committee which put
together "Congregational Praise" and for his work in
editing "The Congregational Praise Companion" and in
providing extensive notes for this on the history of the
hymns and their tunes.

Until he went to Princeton in I975 church music was simply
the spare time hobby of a Bury pastar then university then
pastor again. By the time he was 25 he had compiled his own
hymnary: the contents of which were constantly modified,
the outline of this provided the scenario of his contribution
te,and the evaluation of,the many actual collections with
which he was associated. Not until his latest commission
from the Reformed Church in America did he get a free
enough hand to make him feel that something like his ideal
was at last seeing the light of day. He was an
excellent pianist, organist,composer and arranger.

Church History and theology were his twin subjects but
he was also Chaplain and Lecturer at Mansfield College;
Chaplain to the student Congregational societyjeditor
of the Congregational Monthly and editor of the Bulletin of
the Hymn Society of Great Britain and IrelandjChairman of
the U,R.C. Doctrine and Worship Committee and President

of the Congregational Church in England and Wales (I970-71)

His wit and enthusiasm in conversation,on the platform
or in print will be sadly missed.

S. Information is sought on the life and ministry of
John Henry Jowett, a minister at Carrs Lane Congregational
Church (now U.R.C.) between 1895-I911. Anyone who can
provide any information on his preaching or on impressions
of his preaching is invited to contact Mr.M.Dean Register,
c/o First Baptist Church,2I Iolta Street,Franklin,N.C.
28734,U.5,A, who is writing a dissentation through

the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.
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6. One af our members Reuv.Neville Jarrett (Scunthorpe
Congregational Church) is keen to abtain a copy of R.W.
Dales "History of Congregetionalism" to replace a copy
mislaid from his library and also seeks information on
any books which might givas the histoury of Congregationalism
in Lincolnshire, If you have any information which might
help him in his searches, please contact him at 63,Vicarage
Gardens, Scunthorpe, South Humberside, DN15. 7BB.(Telephone:
Scunthorpe 343753%).
7. 1Ide, Cangregational Church, Near Exeter hold their
One Hundreth Anniversary celebrations on 23rd/24th April,
1983.0n 23rd April 'B3 there will be an afternoon meeting
commencing at 4.00p.m. introduced by Mr.George S5tooke(S.W,
Area of Cong.Fed) and followed by greetings from Ide Comm-
unity leaders 5.00p.m. - Tea for all in the Memorial
Hall, 1Ide, 6.30p.m. - Ide Cong.Church, Community Hymn
singing 7.00p.m. - CEvening Rally with Rev.Ronald Bending
(pastor) presiding. Cuest speaker, Rev.John Travell.
Sunday Service Z4th fpril at 11.00a.m.(family) and 6.30pm.

In preparation for this event the organ has been replaced,
the interior of the echurch has had a face 1ift and the
lighting of the Church rencwed. Money for this was raised
by an initial highly successful fete held on a "pocket
handkerchief" of a cottage front garden in the village
last year, special donations and other fund raising activ-
ities. Also a chaoir has been formed - some members orig-
inally not being able to read music - but they are rap-
idly gaining in ability and confidence. A special pro-
gramme of events will be published nearer the date.

Any History Circle member who finds themselves in the
area before the event or on the weekend of the event will
be most welcome. Contact Mrs.E.J.Chadwick, 20 Fore Street,
Ide, Exeter, Devon. EX2 9RO, Tel:Exeter 78787 for full
details.

8. Chulmleigh Congregational Church, Mid-Devon are

due to hold their 350th Anniversary Celebrations in July
1983 (5at.89th and Sunday 10th July 1983), This is the
second oldest Free Church in England and Oliver Cromwell
is believed to have preached from the pulpit there, Full
Details from Mrs.G.K.Drew, 16 Langley Gardens,Chulmleligh
N.Devon.

9. Torcross Congregational Church, Nr.Kingsbridga,lDevon
celebirates its actual centenary in July 1983 which it hopes
to celebrate with a Flower Festival, a previous one
created considerable television and radio interest and
will hold special events throughout the year, includ-
ing a special Mothering Sunday Service. If you have not
visited this area of the West Country, rieh in history

in itself, why not come along for this, For full details,
contact Mr.D.Hine, "Sunnydene", Loddiswell, Kingsbridge,
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Devan.

10, Students and Researchers are asked to note that the
archives of Silcoates School, Wakefield, Yorkshire (foun-
ded for Congregational Ministers and sons etc) are dep-
osited with West Yorkshire County Archives, Wakefield, lWest
Yorkshire.

11. The Cromwell Association will be again holding its
open air serwvice on Saturday 3rd September 1983 which is
both “the Anniversary of Cromwells death and of his tuwo
great victories at Dunbar and Worcester, at 3.00p.m. at
the Cromuwell Statue outside the Houses of Parliament. Full
details from Miss Platt,B.A., Combe Lodge, Ringley Park
Avenue, Reigate, Surrey.

12. The N.W.Area of the Cong.fFed. 1is at present carrying
out a very interesting survey of its Churches and their
history. Questionnaires have been sent out asking 20
questions on the history of each church. Questions asked
include, Foundation date/year; what was tHe first church,
where was the first proper building built and is it still
there; details of the register of various ministers; people
of any importance connected with the Church and guestions
on its records etc. The final replies will be compiled
and I will await the result with interest.

13. The \Warwick University is holding a Religion and
Snciety Workshop between Thursday 7th July 1983 and Sat-
urday 9th July 1983 and although a 1lot of the subjects
will not be af direct interest there is quite a lot of
general interest. Contact Religion and Society History
Workshap, Centre for the Study of Social History, Univer-
sity nf Warwick, Coventry, CU4 7AC. Fee for Ffull work-
shop £12. Unwaged £9,.

14. ' The Congregational Federation has now made available
an interesting slide presentatian entitled "Where 2 oar

e 2 A History of Congregationalism."™ This interesting
presentation with sound commentary lasts about 25 minutes
and consists of some 52 slides in all. This is the pres-
entation that was previewed at the | .C.F. Conference at
Bangor but has now been improved and a sound cammentary
added, For full details caontact Mr.Colin Price,"Redholt"
Hainworth Weood,; Road, Ingrow, Keighley, West Yorkshire

15, The South ®@Devon CGroup Committee of the Congregatiaonal
Federation is planning a further Open Air Service at the
site of Ford Congregational Church, Near Kingsbridge,
Devan on Saturday 16th July 1983, commencing at 5.00p.m,.
with a picnic tea and a service at 6.00p.m. For full details
contact the Congregational Historical Circle Secretary.

16. Sadly the current issue of the Department of the
Environment Historic Buildings Bureau "Quarterly list
of Buildings which are for Sale or to be Let" lists three



Page 14

former Congregatiocnal Churches which were then U,R.C.
and which are now for Sale. These are as follows:-
(i) The former Howard Congregational Church, Mill
Street, Bedford, Built in 1774 and enlarged in 1849,
(ii) lUpper Independent Cungregational Chapel, High Street,
Heclkmaondwike, Near Dewsbury, lWlest Yorkshire.
BuillL 1890, Price, excluding pews, organ etc., £30,000.
(i11) Park United Reformed Church, Hopwood Lane, Halifax
W.Yorks. (formerly the Congregational Church) Late 19th
Century. 1t is hoped to include details of these in a
iater issue.
17. The Secretary of the Castle Cary Congregational
Church, Somerset has contacted me with the following
information. The Church closed in 18980 I believe and
the organ, seating and other effects sold by auction in
November 1881. The Manse has been sold but the Chapel
Building and Caretakers Cottage still remain.
The building is now in the hands of the Congregational
Federation Limited and tnhne Circle is in the process of
arranaging for the Records and Minute Books to be lodged
at the County Archives.
18, The Secretary's attendance at the recent U.R.C.Summer
School at Trefecce College, Nr. Talgarth, Near Brecon,
Wales revesled an interesting little known place of
historical interest. The College is now the Lay-Training
Centre for the Presbyterian Church of Wales and of
course was founded by the Countess of Huntingdon in con-
nection with Howell Harris. There is an interesting
museum which is open to the public on occasions., Should you
wisit the area it is well worth a visit. All enguiries
to The Warden. Three Booklets are produced in English
with counterparts in Welsh as follows giving details of
the College and Museum as follows:-

# 1) There was a man sent .., hy Mrs.M.Bickerstaff
MA,BD. Cost 25 pence per copy.

2) The Howell Harris Museum . by Dlwen Davies (Hon
Curator) cost 15 pence per copy.

# 3) Trevecca(1706-1364) ... by CGareth Davies MA,

cost 50pence per copy.
Prices do not include postage. Those marked * include
photographs and are well produced. It is hoped tn
include more details of Trefecca in a later issue.
19, It is reported in October 1982 Edition of the U.R.C.
History Society Journal that one of their members has
deposited two volumes of photographs with the West Yorkshire
Record Office at Wakefield. They 1illustrate twenty-three
churches, all of them formerly Congregational, in the
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Huddersfield and Halifax District of the Yorkshire

Province of the U.R.C. Eight of them are now closed.It
also says that "No district can afford to take its

chapel Iinteriors,exteriors or fittings for granted and
that it is hoped that Mr. Allenrtons example will be
followed elsewhere". Food for thought in our own denom-
ination perhaps". John Bray.

2(1. The Bi-Centenary Celebrations 1782-1982 of the

King St., Congregational Church, Newcastle-under-Lyme,
were held during October. The Rev.Jl.Richard Langdon
mM.A., a former memb~t, the Rev. Norman Cave M.A., a
former minister and the Rev. John Hall B.D. a former member
took part. The finel service was conducted by the Rev.
John Travell B.D.,M.Th. President of the Congregational
Federation, with the Mayoer and Mayoress of Newcastle

in attendance. The Church was founded as were many others
in the County through the labourer of Jonathan Scott an

itinerant soldier and evangelist. A Service conducted
by the Pastor, the Rev. Norman Sedgeman was broadcast
on Radio Stoke.

i Watts

THE BRITISH SCHODOL AT CUCKFIELD, SUSSEX
(Part 1)
Background Note:

The British & Foreign Schools Society for the promotion
of voluntary elementary education owed its origin prin-
cipally to the work of the Quaker pioneer in elementa-
ry education - Joseph Lancaster (1778-1838). Lancaster
opened in 1798 his free school in Borough Road, London,
and with generous support from the Friends many more
schools were opened. Lancaster's pamphlet Improvements
in Education, 1B03, had considerable influence on the
growing number of people who were deeply anxious abaout
the need for elementary education particularly in the urban
areas.

Lancaster and his supparters were insistent that public
education should be non-denominational and they rejected
the prevailing Anglican view that it should be an a
denominational basis. But not all Anglicans were in

favour of the denominational basis and some gaue valuable
support te Lancaster and helped in the faoundation in

IB0B of the "Royal Lancasterian Society®,It was in IBIOD
that this Society was transformed into the British and
Foreign Schools Society.

(The Anglican National Schools Society was set up in IBII)

Congregationalists took an active part in the work of
the British and Foreign Schools Society and a good many



Page 16

Congregational Churches sponsnred voluntary schools
within the Scciety's system. But so did other Protestant
Dissenters and the role af the Congregationalists should
not he overstated. The work of the Society was valuable
indsed but in terms of the numbers of pupils the role of
the National Schools Society was far greater. The problems
over the differences betws2en the fdnglicans and Protestant
Dissenters on public education and the role of the State
are touched on below in the history of the Cuckfield
Hritish School.

PART 1

The large contribution made to popular educatiaon by
English Dissent is well-recognised and much has been
written about it. [ut there is a special fascination about
the work uf the individual schonls set up and maintained
by the efforts of loca! churches, This paper is soncerned
with the csse of the Briiish Schonl which was set up in
1852 by the Cuckfield Congregational Crurch. An important
part of the records has survived because it faormed in turn
part of the Church's own records and thus was not transferred
in T802 to the new management when the School became a part
of the County system wunder the Education Act,I8902. But
even these records were lost to sight until 1979 when the
Cuckfield URC closed (the Church premises including
the large School Room huilt in IB6B-69 have since been sold
for commercial use).

The Cuckfield British School came into being largely
because of the strong and capable leadership given to the
Congregational Church by the Rev.Albert Fayster who was
called to it in I850. He had been trained at the Newport
Pagnell College and he was energetic and public-spirited
a good example of the new generation of Congregastional
ministers. The Cuckfield Church had much declined in
strength in the years before Mr,foyster was called bhut his
pastoral gifts and vigorous ministry quickly heln= |
to transform the position with-a large increase in kthe
active membership. The Sunday School became so 'ar~- *hat
a new Schoolroom had to be built for it by the =end of IBSI.

It was at the Opening Ceremony for this that My."n, stir

spoke about:"the subject of a New Day School,urging .ts
importance,and insisting upon the practical lity
of such a thing."

This was indeed a bold initiative by the young minister
but happily the Church responded to the challenge with
enthusiasm. Church Meeting appointed a Special Committee
to plan the project. This was a Committee unlike so many
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modern committees because it made swift and decisive
progress! By January 9th 1852 the Committee had issued
in printed form the "Prospectus of a New Day School,
Cuckfield,Sussex" together with a first List of Subscribers
who had contributed already £14 - a significant sum in
1852,

There was in Cuckfield the National School (the old Free
Grammar School had been merged in 1844 with the National
Primary School). The attendance there was around 140 with
rather more boys than girls in schorl. The population of
Cuckfield parish - a very extensiuve one at that time-
had risen gquite sharply between IB3T and 1841 but it had
fallen back to |just under 3,200 by the LCensus IB5I. The
proportion of c'.ildren in the parish attending the National
School was thus modest indeed and there was concern about
this situation as indeed the Prospectus made clear:-

"It is granted, there are several schools already
existing, conducted by private individuals who are
highly respected in the tounithere is also the National
School, which is the only public school in the place.
But neither of these meets the needs of the people

in general: the former are too expensive for poor
parents, the latter is toco exclusive in its character."

We have here a vivid insight into the educational
situation of an essentially rural area in the mid
nineteenth century before the State had taken the first
steps towards a system of free public education. The
exclusive character of the National Schoal lay, of course,
in its insistence on the teaching of the Anglican
Catechism and in its direction by the Anglican clergy.
And there were by this time a fair number of Anglicans
in the parish who were strongly in favour of non-sectarian
public education and some of them were among the first
subscribers to the new schoal.

Though there is in the Prospectus a touch of that
Victorian ethas about "Self Help",it shows that the
Committee were very far from being hard-faced,or a hard-
spirited group:

"The Committee by no means contemplate making this

entirely a Charity School,being perfectly convinced that

the education offered will be far better appreciated

if paid for. At the same time, it is their intention

to fix upon a sum so modest, to be paid weekly by the
children, as to enable the poorest families in the
neighbourhood to avail themselves of the benefit."
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The scheme outlined proposed the appointment of:
"an efficient Female Teacher,aecustomed to
exercise proper discipline with children,and
also to impart the elements of a sound English
education."”

The comments on an age-limit for the school are sao
revealing about the realities of the contemporary social
and economic scene!

"They propose to open the School to Girls,

and to Boys under ten years of age;

being well aware that in this neighbourhood
there are few Boys at School over that age,
expecting the children of parents who are able
to send them to a more expensive Schoal."

The Prospectus was emphatic about the non-sectarian
basis of the education to be offered:

"Religion will not be excluded fram the School,

but no religious creed will be taught, the Bible

will be the text-book of religion,and will be read

daily."

Church Meeting quickly appraved this scheme and authorised
an apprrnach to the British and Foreign Schools Society
for advice about the appointment of a qualified teacher.
The Society's reply concentrated on the aspect of the
salary needed for the post:

"It would be necessary for the Local Committee to

guarantee from one source or another I6 shillings

a week or £40 a year to a Teacher. On these terms

(which are the least that any gualified person will

accept) we shall be able to aupply you without difficulty."

Today,this sum of £40 a year reads like a mistake but in
1852 it was a living salary for a single person. Indeed
as late on as IBB5 the Cuckfield British School was -
paying its Senior Teacher only £60 a year and her Assistant
only £36. The Management Committee agreed to raise £40
a year and the teacher was appointed almost immedi._tely:
the School was opened on 9th February 1852 and this was
a mere two months or so since the minister had propnsed
swift action to this end.

From the start the number of children involued uwas
substantial, The names of 50 children were registered
in the week before the opening and 46 actually attended
during the first week. This response fully justified
the conviction of Mr,Foyster that Cuckfield badly needed
another public day school. The entrance age had been set
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at 5 years,but if a younger child had an older brother or
sister in the School, then the younger child was allowed
to attend alse. This followed the practice already
adopted by the Cuckfield National School - only a very
few years ago, one of its former pupils recalled:

"I was 3 years old when my eldest sister first

took me to the School.”

The Management Committee appointed by Church Meeting
took a very close interest in the life and work of the
School, but its chief. pre-occupation always was with
the problems of raising sufficient money by voluntary
contribution to enable the School to continue: in our
own jargon, the British School was almost invariably
'under-financed' and this was to cause grave difficulties
later on. The immediate oversight of the teaching and
discipline was given to a Visiting Committee of 14 ladies
of the Congregational Church and two of them visited the
School each week. The School grew rapidly and by the start
of the new school year in September 1852 the register
had on it 84 children - the highest weekly attendance
during the summer had been only 6I. Apart from the effects
of the then prevailing high incidence of sickness including
many infectious diseases,the schools had to cope with the
problem of many of the older children being kept at home:
the older girls to help in the house and in looking
after the little ones and the older boys were needed in
the fields particularly during the period of harvest.

For example,at the Management Committee's meeting in July
1857 it was resolved that:
"The School close for the Midsummer Holidays upon
3Ist July and re-open uwpon the 3Ist August:but if the
Harvest be not then completed an additional week
ta be added.™

It is evident that in many ways the Management Committee
was ahead of the times in its sympathetic understanding
of the children and in its determination to do all it
could to help the poorest families to keep their children
in School. In March IB853,the Committee adopted the
system of sponsored free places:

"All subscribers of £I per annum shall have the
privilege of giving presentations to poorer children
in the rate of one place for every ten shillings
subscribed above that sum."

From time to time also the Committee waived arrears of
the parents' weekly contributions with expressions of hope
that this would encourage more regular payments in future.
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The Ladies' Committee worked liard to raise money to provide
free materials for needlework to the girls fram the poorer
families - the importance of needlewark in the life of

poor families at this time could hardly be exaggerated.

In the latter 1850's the School's annual income was only
about £55 to £B60 and this had to cover the teachers salary
of £40 and supplies of paper, books,fuel,cleaning and
repairs (including the windows broken by the boys at play).
The parents of the B0 or so children in regular attendance
contributed abaut £I6 a year only. The unfortunate Miss
Hordle who had takem charge of the School in 1853 asked
informally for a salary increase in IB4%9 but all she
received was "a present of £2.00",

Part 11

In I855 the growing national debate about public
education had its echoes in Cuckfield. The British and
Foreign Schools Society was arranging for one of its members
tn visit Sussex to take soundings about attitudes to possible
State aid for the voluntary schools. The Cuckfield
Management Committee had an earnest discussion of this issue
before replying to the Society. It should be noted here
that the only direct aid by the 5tate to public education
was the apnual grant of £20,000 for capital expenditure
on schools maintained by the voluntary 5981eties The
Management Committee resolved:

"That the Committee will have great pleasture in Mr.
Baxter's paying a visit to the School during his tour
through the County of Sussex:at the same time remarking
that the 5chool at Cuckfield, while it is conducted upon
the system of the British and Foreign Secnools Society,
repudiates all Government aid to education.”

At first glance, this must seem an odd conclusion 10 be
reached by the Management Committee of a School whiclh was
struggling always to make ends meet, But the great majority
of Congregationalists were so opposed to the use of puolic
funds to support "sectarian" schools that they preferr.-d
to fargo aid for their own schools and thus to frustrats
the attempts by the Church of England to obtain State aid
for its own National Schools. It was this continuing
conflict which,together with the clear inability of the
voluntary school societies to provide a great many more
school places for a rapidly growing population,led finally
to the first Education Act in 1870,
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This was a particularly interesting development in the
life of the Cuckfield School in November IB8S54 when
Mr.J.F.Fearsen (son of a former Vicar of Cuckfield and a
generous subscriber to the British School) gave an
additional £5 to be used "as rewards to the children."
Five pounds was indeed a substantial sum in IBS4. The
Management Committee spent a lot of time over the prep-
aration of a scheme for awarding School Prizes
before resolving:

"I. That Tea and Cake hg given to the Children on the

day the prizes are to be distributed,

2. That First and Second Prizes he distributed to

Girls for Attendance,bood Conduct,Scripture

Knowled =,Reading,Writing,Arithmetic and Needlework.
3. That First and Second Prizes be distributed to

Boys for Attendance,Cood Conduct,Scripture Knowledge,

Reading,Writing,Arithmetic and Dictatian,.
4. That it be decided by the end of November tao

what Children prizes shall be given and that

the Ladies arrange as to the prizes to be qgiven."

It is much to the credit of the Committee that they
decided to keep back a small sum to be used for "small
presents to such as might not be entitled to any prize."
This was a refreshingly thaughtful attitude at a time
when society as a whaole was pre-occupied with the
successful and had little time for the "losers." These
small presents were in the form of books but sadly the
Minutes did not record the titles.

The Report on the Examinations and School Tea held an
26th April IBBO0 provides a most vivid glimpse of Victorian
schoal life:

"The Children took Tea teogether at 5 o'clock

(there were 57 present) and were afterwards examined
in the Chapel. The following was the order of
proceeding:

Geography of England

Read a Lessnon

Questions,Sacred

Geography " :The Better Land
Questions on Popery :The Martyrs
Read English History: " :God Save the Queen
The children acquitted themselues very creditably,and

Miss Hordle was deservedly commended for her success in
teaching them."

SingiHurrah for England
" :Wild Wood Flowers

s wa
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There were often many of these compliments for Miss
Hordle but her salary remained at the same £40 after
some seven years' service. In I8B61 the Management
Committee noted that:

"The state of the funds had not allowed of a

gratuity being paid tao the Teacher."

Another dozen years were to pass before Miss Hordle finally
rebelled against such treatment. The Cuckfield Committee
was indeed hard up against financial constraints,but it

was the dedication of women teachers like Mise Hordle which
so often emnabled British Schools to continue to provide
public education "on the cheap."

One is left wondering just was was covered by the
examination of these ycung children by "Questions on
Popery". This strikes a strong sectarian note today but
there was widespread and very strong feeling among
Protestants about the dangers of a Roman Catholic revival
and Sussex had felt the heavy hand of the Marian
persecution. Memories were long in Sussex-indeed, these
were almost literally rekindled year by year at the great
Bonfire Night parades in Lewes past the Martyrs Memorial.
(nor has the writer yet forgotten the occasion of his
lecture on "I662-I(E2" to the Sussex Congregational
Union when a very aged lady shot at him the question:
"Will not the Martyrs' fires burn again in Sussex if
Britain signs the Treaty of Rome?").

By IB6I there had been a most significant change in the
character of the School in terms of the age pattern of
the children. The British and Foreign Schools Society's
Inspector commented:

"The sacred and secular knowledge of the children
together with their attainments in reading,
writing and arithmetic are for their ages
very creditable."

He amplified this by stating that a very large and
increasing proportion of the children were "very young".
This change dominated the Inspector's Report for 18B64:

A-great change has gradually come over this 5chool
during the last seven years. More than two-thirds of the
children are now of the Infant age,and it is in all
respects desirable to adapt the system of education

to the altered circumstances. The Reading,Writing

and Arithmetic and general intelligence of the
comparatively few older children present was very
creditable to their Teacher."
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The Management Committee spent much time on this part

of the IB64 Report and its members put forward a variety
of reasons for this striking change-unfortunately the
Minutes did not specify these-

"but it was doubted if they accounted for it fully,

and the desire was expressed that the Committee

should give the subject serious consideration.”

The upshot of this further consideration was not recorded.
During the years in guestion economic conditions in

rural areas such as Cuckfield parish were difficult

indeed and it is possible that many parents could not
afford to lose even the tiny additions to family incomes
from setting their older children to whatever work

was avai'able for them. Certainly,there is nothing
whatever to suggest that any child was ever turned

away from the Cuckfield School because the parents had
failed to pay over the weekly 'Pence'.

The changed age-pattern of the School did not prevent it
from continuing to play a large and valuable role in
education. Nor had support for the School in the Corfgreg-
ational Church diminished. The Church itself had to face
the heavy commitment for rebuilding the Chapel and In
1866 the minister, the Rev.Joseph Stuchberry, urged
Church Meeting to make the building of a new School Room
its first priority. He pointed out that this would enable
the Church to use the new and larger School Room for its
services during the rebuilding of the Chapel itself. In
April IBB7 a small group of senior members of the Church
met to discuss fund-raising. Several of these men were
leading figures in the life of Cuckfield and wealthy.
Three of them - Messrs.Knott, Payne and Pratt-each
promised £250 and others promised sums of from £I0 to £50,
In terms of the purchasing power of money in IB67 these
sums of £250 were huge indeed.

With such a flying start it was possible to begin building
work in IB6B and the new School Room was completed by
February 1869 at a cost of £700, The architects were
Searle and Son of London and the newspaper account of its
opening noted that: "The School is generally admired."
Its GCothic touches would have been very much to the
arochitectural taste of the times. This was a great
occasion for the Congregational Church, for the British
School and for the local community and the celebrations
were on a characteristically large scale and spread over
a week. On the evening of Monday B8 February IB69 a
Public Meeting was held:
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"when notwithstanding the weather was very unfavourable,
a large company met together to rejoice in the
completion of the undertaking,and to welcome among

them their esteemed Chairman,Charles Reade,Esqg.,M.P."

There was no Flower Club in those days but the School
Room did not lack for decoration:

"The Room was tastefully decorated with evergreens
and mottoes,amongst the latter of which we noted, in
addition ta the loyal one at the head of the Room,
'Gad Save the Oueen',the following:

Education,the Best Fortune.
Education,England's Clory.

Forward.

Upward and Onward.

Light Everywhere, Darkness Nouwhere."

After more than a century of free public educatian it is
all too easy for us to smile indulgently at this array
of high-minded Victorian slogans. The last of these
"Light Everywhere,Darkness Nowhere" was typical indeed

of the growing enthusiasm for popular education and of
the high hopes for national proagress by this means. It
reminds one irresistibly of the comment which Conan Doyle
put into the mouth of Sherlock Holmes not so many years
later: as Holmes and Watson were in a train passing by
Clapham Junction their conversation was:

"Holmes: Look at those big,isolated clumps of buildings
rising up above the slates,like brick islands
in a lead~-coloured sea, :

Watson: The Board Schnols.

Holmes: Lighthouses,my boy! Beacons of the future.l
Capsules with hundred of bright little seeds
in each,out of which will spring the wiser,

better England of the Ffuture."

The Special Report about the condition of the School
presented to the Public Meeting stressed that in its
seventeen years it had given education to some 400 children
"yith an outlay of over £B00"- some £2 a child! The
population of Cuckfield parish had increased substantially
between 1852 and IBBY (from 3,200 at the IB5I Census

to 4,400 at the I87I Census) and the role of the
Cuckfield British School had been of the greatest
importance in helping to meet a large part of the growing
educational needs of the community.

To be continpued in Next Issue,
N.Caplan, M.A.
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KOREA'S FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYR
by Dr.E.M.Rosser

Today in Korea there is a8 strong Evangelical Church.
Practically all the missionary work has been carried out
by missionaries from America. However, the first missionary
and martyr in Korea was the Rev.Robert Jermain Thomas,
I1B40-1IBB6G,a Welshman,who sailed for the Far East in
July IB63.

He was Liie son of the Rev,Robert Thomas,Minister of Hanouer
Congregational Church,lL lanover,near Abergavenny,Gwent,1847-
IBB4. He was born at Rhayader,Radnorshire,on 7th September,
1840.

He was three years at Llandovery College,where he studied
Latin,Greek and French. He then spent a year as Assistant
Master at a = hool in Northamptonshire,kept by a Congregat-
ional Minister,from whence he matriculated at London
University. tollowing this, he studied for five years at
New Conllege,London,uhere he graduated B.A.,and was the
outstanding student of his year.

He preached his first sermon in his Ffather's church at
Hanover,on the text 'Jesus Christ,the same,yesterday,today
and for ever'. (Heb.I3:B). He was ordainmed at Hanover
Congregational Church on 4th June,IB63,to become a missinnary
under the L.M.S. and was appointed to China., He and his
wife sailed for Shanghai in July IB63 and landed in Dec-
ember. His path was directed from China to Korea in tragic
circumstances. Three months after his arrival in China
his wife died after a premature confinement.

He became interested in Korea through meeting some Koreans
in China, He also had some differences with the London
Missionary Society at this time. He wanted to attempt
to enter Korea with the Christian Gospel,but the Mission
Board would not agree. :

In 1B65, he went to Chefoo,uhere he met two Catholic
Koreans in the home of the Rev.A.Williamson,of the National
Bible Society of Scotland. Thomas decided to go to Korea
as a Colporteur of the Societyithe Rev.A.Williamson supplied
Scriptures,Tracts and Expenses. They sailed in a Chinese
Junk and arrived in Korea in September 1865 and remained
until December, before returning to China. During this time,
Thamas had learnt something of the language and decided
upon the suitability of Korsa as a Mission-field for the
Christian Cospel.

Previous to this date,French Roman Catholic Missionaries
had entered Kore: in disguise, When ¢they were discovered
there was a terrible slaughter of them and their converts
by the Koreans,when 18,000 lost their lives. As a 1esult,
the French High Admiral prepared to attark the Country. As
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there was no otner European in China who knew anything

of the Korean language, Thomas was prevailed upon to join
the expedition as an Intecpreter. Thomas travelled from
Peking to Chefoo to join the french Fleet. Thomas was
anxious to return to Korea and as the Fleet had not
reaches Chefoo,te decided to travel on the ill-fated
American Trading Schooner, 'The General Sherman'. This
boat arrived off the West Coast of Korea in August 1866,
The Koreans wanted no further Western interference,so the
crew met a2 hostile coastguard who would not allow trading
contacts. 'The General Sherman',nevertheless,proceeded Lo
sail up the Taitong River to P'yongyang. Thomas threw
Scripture portions ashore at Kang-suh-po-san. The son of
a Korean who became a Christian, testified to his father
having received one of these. Further up the River,two
Catholics attempted Lo take some melons out of the ship.
They were arrested and duly executed.

At Sook-Syum,Preston, the owner of Lhe ship,went ashore
and with his Chinese Interpreter,met the Governor of
P'yongyang and the Commander of the Garrison. The Commander
and three of his men went out to visit the 'Ceneral Sherman'.
The ship's crew asked to see his Insignia of Office,given
to him by the King of Korea and they then refused to 4
return it, The four Koreans were faorced into one of the
ship's lifeboats and taken up the River. The Koreans
offered a large reward for the rescue of their Countrymen.
A Korean,named Pak Choon Kwum,rowed out to the lifeboat
which was having difficulties in rapids. The Korean
prisoners attempted to jump into the rowing boat. Two of
them were drowned but the Commander and the remaining
Korean managed to escape in P'yongyang. Hostilities
continued,firing from the ship, lasting intermittently,for
two weeks during which time twenty were killed and many
wounded. The West Coast of Korea has huge tidal levels,

One day,as the River receded,the General Sherman was stuck
on the mud banks. The enraged Koreans determined to burn
the boat and sent down the River a large boat loaded with
burning pine branches on 3rd September,IB66. The crew and
passengers,which numbered 24 (19 Mmalay and Chinese and
five others) jumped into the water to:escape and uwere
killed as they waded ashore. Thomas and & Mr.Hogarth were
British, the owner of the ship,the Master and the Mate,
were Americans, ,

Thomas,after he waded ashore, offered his slayer a Bible,
which he refused at first. Thomas then knelt douwun to pray
before he was killed. The man who killed him took the
Bible home. His Nephew later graduated in the Union Christian
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College in P'yongyang and helped in Bible translation work.
A 12 year old boy,in the crowd received three copies of
the Scriptures Thomas distributed on the shore. Fearino
to keep the books,he gave them to a soldier who tore out
the leaves and papered the inside of his home with them.
Through reading these Scriptures, some Koreans became
Christians.

From such beginnings,the Gospel has spread in Korea,into
a strong Evengelical Church, On May Bth,1927,a thousand
Korean Christians assembled for a Memorial Service to the
Rev.R.J.Thomas, on the Island of Sook-syon,where it is
believed he was buried, The same year,the General Assembly
of the Presbhyterian Church appointed a Committee of One
from each Preshytery to erect a Thomas Memorial Church at
P'yongyang. B+ 1832, $1,860 had been collected. The Church
was dedicated and opened in September 1833, in the presence
of the Memhers of the General Assembly of the Presbyteriap
Church in Korea. They were then meeting in P'yongyang,
which since the truce in 1952, is the Capital of Communist
North Korea,where as far as we know, no Churches are
allowed.

The name of the Rev.R.J.Thomas and the story of his
heroic action in taking the Christian Gospel to Korea
(under such tragic circumstances) is well known in
that 1land today.

I have visited tte Church from which he came at Llanover,
where there is a photograph of him, and a stone commemorating
his pioneer mission work. (There are also some interesting
original letters).

Dr.S.E.Moffett,whose parents were pioneer missionparies
in Korea,recently addressed the Anglo-Korean Society
in Londan and gave us the sad news that the Thaomas Memarial
Church has now been destroyed. £E.M.R
Ealeeabey
Addendum

For further sources see the great number of L.M.S.
Documents at Livingstone House, now temoved to the
School of Oriental Studies at the London University.Also
Hanes Eglwysi Annibynol Cymru Vol.1.35-7. and VYol.5 5.17,
Also Histories aof the London Missionary Society etc. (Ed.)

Guyana Congregational Union 18B3-1883

In April 1983 the Guyana Congregational Union celebrates
its centenary. What a wealth of human endeavour and Divine
inspiration, heartbreak and joy lies behind that statement!
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Cuyana is on the naorthern coast of South America. Its
trooical forests reach down to a narrow coastal strip
of land reclaimed from the sea where more of Lhe people
live. Roughly they are hal!f of African and half of Indian
descent. The Africans were taken there, against their
will., by white men, to work the sugar plantations.The
Indians were cheap replacement labour when slavery was
abolished. Guiana, means 'land of waters'. It has been a
land of tears.

Congregationalism began in Guyana when a Dutch planter,
Hermanus Post, asked the London Missionary Society to
send a missionary to look after the spiritual needs of
the Africans on his plantation. Because of the wonderful
work of John Wray, the missionary who was sent, the first
churches for the prdinary people of Guyana uwere Congre-
gational Churches. In those days, negroes were for-
bidden to gather for any purpose nther than work, either
before sunrise or after sunset. The ‘'gathered church'
of that generation were often a group under a palm tree
studying a fragment of the Gospel by the light of a
lantern. The negro spiritual 'steal away to Jesus' sums
up a historical fact.

In a book written in 1848 I came across this comment,
"When Hermanus Post began to teach some of his house
slaves to read, he was called an incendiarist, a firebrand,
a revolutionist and other hard names'. As he died in 1808
it shows that he had made some beginnings in education
before this date. That classes were bheing held by 1812
is evident from the efforts of plantation owners to prevent
people from attending. The Rev.John Davies rented a house
in Georgetown and by 1815 a school was flourishing and
a Congregational Church was built there.. There are a
number of scheols with Congregational foundation which
have functioned continuously for one hundred and thirty
years or more and one, at New Amsterdam, which dates back
as far as 1836. Congregationalists 1laid the foundations
of education in Guyana, There is a record that by 1830
there were 19,405 in day schools, Sunday Schools and
evening classes, From 1834 Congregationalists sent
schoolmasters as well as missionaries. In 1842 the
first minister of African descent was ordained in the Con-
gregational Church at Lodge village, near Georgetouwn.

The opposition of Planters and the Authorities was the
greatest frustration to the Christian leaders of the early
days. In 1823 the Rev.John Smith was falsely accused of
causing a rebellion of the slaves, was condemned to be
hanged and died of TB in a Georgetown prison. During
his last days he was compelled by the authorities to pay
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the cost of his trial. He had to write a bill payable

by the London Missionary Society. It was one of the
last things he wrote. Years later someone made the
exciting discovery that in the corner of the cheque in
small letters was written the text 2,.Corinthians 4.,
B.9. The message had reached England - ‘'We are trou-
bled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed,
but not in dispair, persecuted, but not forsaken; cast
down, but not destroyed.' When the facts became knouwn
there was a great outcry in Parliament and the campaign
that ensued brought to an end slavery in the British
Empire, Loyal Congregationalists of Georgetown built a
church in his memory. It bears his name to this day.

By 1883 Congregational Churches had been established
throughout the coastal towns and villages. Gradually a
local mini<tiry developed. Feeling the need for mutual
assistance the British Cuyana Congregational Upion was
formed. Its exisiLence over the years has been the means
of encouragement for many a group of isolated Congregat-
ionalists and at times its pational outlook has lead to
effective ection where local leadership alone would have
been ineffective.

At a later stage the work of the LMS was taken over by
the Congregational Missionary Society and great work uwas
done by Congregational ministers who went out to serve
groups of Churches in difficult circumstances. Health
considerations meant that few stayed for lengthy periods.
Several died there. Meanwhile the local leadership was
growing and many young men, called to the ministry, came
to England to be ordained and returned to serve the chur-
ches from which they had emerged. Now that it is no longer
a British colany considerable changes have taken place and
all the ministers are of African descent. Government dep-
artments are less sympathetic to the Christian cause than
during the CMS years and the administration of the schools
changed. Today there are 37 churches with some 7000 member:
They are served by only five ministers !

Over the years the Congregational Churches of Guyana
have produced many of its leading citizens. By way of
illustration one church alone (Smith Church Georgetown) at
ane period included in its membership leading lawyers and
a judge, several hezd-teachers including the Principals
of the two chief High Schools, two West Indies Test
cricketers, the chief medical officer at the largest hos-
pital, the Deputy chief of the Fducatioy Uepartment, a
leading broadcaster who later became Education Minister,
leading civil servants and the football team which
reached the Cup fFinal. (The minister, wno played in the
team did not allow the Final to be played because it was
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scheduled for a Sunday)

There is great hardship in  CGuyana today. Foods and
guods which we take for yranted in this country are in
short supply or unohtainalile., Incomes are low and unem-
pleyment high, With great courage 3 handful of leaders
seek to serve the LCongregalional churches which, over
the years, have developed af great cost. As the centenary
uf the Congregational Union of Cuyana approaches we salute
their courage and patiernce and pray that in the days ahead

God's Hand will be seen at wark.

i I was wmwinister of Smith Church during the period
referred to above, Deputy Chairman of the Congregational
Union and would have been Chairman had not ill-health
necessitated my return, broadcast regularly each month
and was the denominational representative on major national

committees,
LCeorge Musgrave

( C.H.S5. Missionary 1951-4)
( in Guyana. )

REVIEWS

1, The work of revising and printing the supplementary
Catalogue of the Congregational Library goes on apace.
Part II appeared in the Spring of 1882 (obtainable price
£5.00 from the Congregational Federation, The Congregational
Centre, 4 Castle Gate, Nottingham, NGl 7AS; Tel:Nottingham
(0602) 413B01). The introductory note reads, "This is a
continuation « © the Interim Catalogues begun with Part I
in 1981 and it is now expected that Part III, which it is
hoped will be &' ailable by the end of the year (82) will be
the last part. We trust that this will supply a long felt
need especially as the Library moves to its new home as
part of Dr,Williams Library in London.

These words of the Rev. Elsie Chamberlain indicate the
part played by the Congregational Federation in its pub-
lication of the Catalogue. The late Berpnard Honess and the
Rev.Charles E.Surman have prepared the initial lists con-
sisting of approximately 20,000 books for Vol 117(1910-
1970) of the Congregational Catalogue, It was the wish of
the Memorial Hall Trust and Mr.John Wilcox in particular,
that this immense amount of labour in the prepar. it on of
a supplementary Catalogue should not be wasted and so it
was decided in 1980 to finalise and publish their w xlk .

For further details aof the wor'k undertaken see the LCongre-
gational Historical Circle Magazine No.7. December 1981

pp 25-6. Part II covers the letters (Ga-Ny). The Library
is now housed under the hospitable and respected roof of
the Dr. Williams Library at 14, Gordon Square, off Totten-
ham Court Road, London, W.C.1.
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2., The Congregational Way, Apostolic legacy, Ministry,
Unity, Freedcom. by Harold Hodgkins M.A.,
Published by the Congrégational Federation at the Cong-
regational Centre,4 Lastle Gate, Nottingham and printed
by the John Penry Press, Price £5.00 postage BOp extra,
~ The 1B0 pages ofvthis book marks the first

decade of the Congregational Federation's existence.
There are 15 chapters and each one is a compact yet
comprehensive survey of the salient heights of Christian
and Congregational doctrine, In her forward the Revu.
Elsie D. Chamberlain writes "This book achieves magni-
ficently what it set out to do...." -
2. Michael R, Watts Volume "The Dissenters" with sub-
titles "From the Reformation to the French Revolution"
is published by the Clarendon Press,. Oxford, price
£15.(1978).

The preface claims to be the first substantial history
of English and Welsh Dissent to appear for more than
sixty years! The chapter titles alone inspire and kin-
dle one's interest. "The Lords people af the willing
sort ¢ The Genesis of Dissent, 1532-1640", "When Women
Preach and Cobblers Pray" :" The Liberation of
Dissent 1641-1662"."No Cross No Crown" : The
Persecution of Dissent, 1660-1689", These apening
chapters lead on to others dealing with the Toleration
of Dissent 1690-1730, entitled "A Plain called Ease;
The Way to heaven =~ The Revival of Dissent 1740-
1791. Appendices are added on the John Evans list with
number and distribution of Dissenters in +he early
eighteenth century. A Bibliography and Index. Vaolume
two 1is yet to appear. Michael R.Watts has done Free-
churchmanship a great service. In every way which one is
capable of judging, it is a work of supreme worth, to
be set alongside the great Congregational and Free Church
Histories, and has that desirable quality of being absorb-
ing and readable. The author is on the staff of Nottingham
University. The price need not frighten anyone, after

The Non-conformist Conscience, Chapel and Politics 1870-1914
By ﬁ.w.ﬁabbingtan "Analyses the political impact of the
Nonconformists at the peak of their strength. Publishers
George Allen Unwin 1982, 192pp Hardback £10,00,

THé English Connection by Bryan W.Ball, published by

James Elarka and Co., £7.50, 1881, 247pp. A very interest-
ing if wunusual work in that it is an attempt at a learn-
ed apology for Seventh Day Adventism. Unusual in that

in place of scripture references - though they are
present - reference and long quotations are made to and
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taken from the leading Puritan preachers of the I6th and
I7th Century. It equates Puritanism with seperatism, and
glosses over Freechurchmanship,but then it is a horse from
an vnusual stable, T.Watts

Centenary Booklets

The Lingdale URC and ex-Congregational Church founded
1880-1 (year huoks differ) has published a booklet to mark
the centesnary. It is the story of pioneer church settlement
when there was a rapid increase in the growth of this iron
mining area of Yorkshire. The contents include messages
from former ministers with brief accounts of very varied
incidents and events. T.W.Ashley-Smith.

fhe Histury of Wycliffe by B.F.Mitchell ISBI,48pp,LI1.75 from
Wycliffe Longregational Church,Sheffield or Mr.D.A.Crooker,
56 Carter Knowle Road,Sheffield. It is an informative and
pleasantly written and produced history of the work beginning
as a Sunday Schoo! in 18589,leading to the foundation of
the Church in I873., The Thurch evidently benefited by the
demalition in J977 of ils big IA877 Chapel and extensive
somewhat later, =school piremises. The site was required
Lty the Corporation,who funded the attractive modern
premises nesarby, Pastorates have included those of the Rev.
Walter Lenwood,B.A.,LL.H,, (1B89-13805) whose son and
daughter,Frank and Nocrah,gave notable service with the L.M.S,
which is here chronicled,together with Frank's theological
wanderings:of the Rev.T.T.James ,M.A.,(I807-13) later
chairman of the C.C.E.W. and of the present pastor
Mr.J.A,Clarke, since [9E3, There is a slight confusion
in the account of the hymn books used, but the story of
the Church,named,presumably after the great translator
and reformer but no doubt also from the Christian names of
an early benefactor,Wycliffe Wilson, is told with a wealth
of interesting detail by the former Church Secretary.
W.,Ashley-Smith

N.B.Reference to Sheffield reminds us that this fine
city will be the venue for the Congregational Assembly
in 1983 when Dr.Bill Ashley-Smith will succeed Rev.John
Travell as Chairman of the Congregational Pederation.

e R R A R e R e e e e

FROM OUR CONTEMPORARIES
THE UNITARIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Transactions of the Unitarian Historical Society Vol.XVUII
No.4 April 18982. This edition contains articles on "The
Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Church of Ireland;Its Heritage
and Ethos",a continuing list of the Unitarian Congregations
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in Great Britain and where their recards are located,
'Unitarian Ministers as Schoolmasters I780-18S0;some notes
by John Seed and an Index for the Transactions,

THE BAPTIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Baptist Quarterly,Vol,.XXIX No.5 January [9BZ. This
edition contains an "In Memoriam to Henry Jewson,and
articles on "Teaching Prophet:The Life and Continuing
Influence of Theodore Henry Robinson by Peirce Matheney Jnr
Henry Danvers,his wife and the "Heavenly Line"by Geoffrey
F.Nuttal and How Relative Should Theoleogy 8e? by Robert
Ellils.,

The Baptist Quarterly Vo,XXIX No.B April I4982Z. This
edition contains articles on "The Servant is not greater
than his Master": The Anabaptists and the suffering church
by A.F.lkreideriThe Elizabethan Familists:a seperate qroup
as perceived by their contemporaries by J.W.Martin,

The Baptist Quarterly,Vol.XXIX No.7 July I8982. This
edition contains articles on "Anabaptists Thaologies in
Childhood and Education (I) The repudiation of Infant
Baptism by D.F. Tennant; The General Baptist Church,
Netherton, Dudley by C.S5.Hall; and Spurgeon and the Baptist
Missionary Society by Brianm Stanley.

The Baptist Quarterly Vol.XXXIX No.B October I962. This
edition contains two articles of considerable interest to
Congregationalists, Or.Patricia Rooke, writing under the
title '"Evangelical Missionary Rivalry in the British West
Indies - Religiocus altruism and Economic Reality; gives a
depressing account of competition and mutual recrimination
between Missionary Scocieties in Jamaica in the years
following slave emancipation in I834. The BMS's rivals were
the Wesleyan and Church Missionary Societies as well as
the L.M,5., but the latter provides most material for the
writer. Other articles include those by D.F,Tennant in his
series of 'Anabaptist Theologies of Childhood and Education
"Baptists, Bishops and the Sacerdotal Ministry" hy Clinton
Bennett and "Baptists in the Twentieth Century" a teport on
the B.H.S5. Summer School 14982. J.A.Smith.
THE WESLEY HIESTOBICAL  SOCIETY e
Proceedings of Vol.XL111 September 1981.This issue contain:
articles on "Women and Early Methodism"; the Methodist
Archjves, some recent accessions; a bibliography of Meth-
odist Historical Literature, 1878; and on the John Wesley's
Conversion Place Memorial,

Proceedings of Vol.XL111 December 1881 contains articles
an The Methodist Class Meeting: The significance of its
decline by William W.Dean; A Methodist Family: Ministerial
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Succession and lInter-marriage by Harold K.Moulten and
John Wesley's Third Londen Chapel by Joehn A.Vickers.

Proceedings of Vo.XLIII May 1232 contains articles an

The Origins of Frimitive Weslevan Methodism in Ireland by
H.Alan KerriA Bibliography Methodist Historical Literature,
I880 - by Clive D.FieldjHymns on the Lord's Supper by

C.N.R. Wallwork and the Manuscript collection at lWesley
College,Bristol,a Handlist by Diarmaid MacCulloch.

THE CROMWELL ASSOCIATION

"The Cromwelliana I9BI-82"., This contains articles an
Cromwells Political Settlement by John Pardoe,M.A.;
Standarcs of the Ironsides I1642-1647 by Barry Dentoni;0liver
Lromwell as Leader by Miss G.M.Marston;The English Civil War
Novel by J.L.Atkins; King Oliver by Or.John Morrill and

Oliver Cromwell,Man and Mouvie by Dr.Ivan Roots,.
J.Bray.

THE UNION OF WELSH INDEPENDENTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY -

'Y Cofiadur' - May 14982, Y Cnfiadur Journal of the Union of
Welsh Independents Historical Society issue No.46 May I9BI
contains the Annual Lecture delivered at Machynlleth in 1979
by Geraint Tudur on "Guwir Ffrewyll y Methodistiaid".

Dr. G. F. Nuttall, reproduces the replies of Edmund Jones,
Pontypocol to the 20 questions of John Eyre's inquiry into
the "State of Religion in Monmouthshire". The document in
English is dated I3 May 1793, the vyear of 'the 0ld Prophets'
death. The issue also contains a Bibliographical list
relating to the U.W.I. Churches in Wales under the several
counties, prepared by the Editor the Rev.Dafydd Wyn Wiliam,
Llwyn Llinos, Bodedern, Holyhead, Gwynedd.

Also Cofiadur No.47 1982 contains a conclusion of DOr.G.F.
Nuttall's ‘article dealing with the 'state of Religion in
Gwent' at the end of the IBthcentury.The Annual Lecture
delivered at Llandovery during the Assembly of the Union of
Welsh Independents, by Professor Glanmor Williams of the
University of Wales, entitled "Crefydd dan gysgod erledigaeth:
Anghydffurfuyr De-Ddwyrain Cymru, I6B0-16B88". "Religiaon
under the shadow of persecution: the Nonconformists of Saouth
Wales, I660-I1688. Price 50p postage extra.

Also from theRev.Dafydd Wyn Wiliam (address above) Y Casglur
an inovation that could be best translated the Connoisseur
or Collector, containing an unusual variety of articlecs an
Art, rare books, etc. relating to Welsh Church biographv ete.
Price £2 p.a.
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THE COUNTESS OF HUNTINGDON'S CONNEXION AND SIERRA LEONE
MISSION

"Yoice"™ Issue No.278 January-March 1882 contains news
from S5ierra Lene as well as news of many of their Churches.

"Voice" Issu¢ Nn.279 April-June 1982 contains a report an
a visit of Mr.Kenneth Stone, a Trustee of the Caonnexion, to
Sierra Leone; details of the Connexions 200th Anniversary
celebrations at tunbridge Wells; News of the Churches and a
profile of the Connexions new President Mr.Douglas G.
Staplehurst,F.C.A.

"Voice" Issue No0.280 July-September 1982 contains neus
from Sierra Leone as well as news of many of their Churches.

"Voice" Issue No.281 October-December 1982 contains an
interesting resume on the "Scripture Union" as well as the
sad news that both Mr.Quinton D'eath for many years
Secretary of the Connexion and Rev.David Beckley, Editor of
"The Voice" are standing down from their current positions
to be replaced by Mr.Douglas Staplehurst as President and
Mr.Dick Warlow as temporary editor. We wish those who have
retired well, and those who have taken on the new tasks,
Gods Blessing.
THE UNTTED REFORMED CHURCH HISTORY SOCIETY

Vol.2.No.9, May 1982 of The Journal of, contains articles
on "James Hamilton and English Preshbyterianism by R.,Buick
Knox,M.A.,Ph,D,,D.D., and a considerabls number of hbook
revieus,

Vol,2 ,No.10 Detober 1982 of The Journal aof, contains arti-
cles on "Some Eighteenth Century Welsh Hymnwriteis" hy
Penpar Davies, B.Litt.,Ph.D: Henry Barrowe's "A True Descrip-
tion"1588, a copy found at Cheshunt College by Stephen
C.0rchard,M.A.,Ph.D: Peter Sterry, the millennium and
Oliver Cronwell by Nobil I. Matar, M.A.,Ph.D; George
Gilberts Preaching Diary for 1784 and 1785 by Neil S.Caplan,
M.A.,M.Litt and Thomas Gasguoine and the Origins of the
Leicester Conference by Mark D.Johnson,B.A.,Ph.D.
_________________________________________________ John_Bray.
THE OPENING OF THE CONGREGATIONAL CENTHE,CASTLE GATE,NOTTINGHAM

A capacity Congregation was present for the Official
Opening on September 11th by Mrs.Dilys Cleaves.Present were
the Sheriff of Nottingham the Rev.John Penninglon and
Mrs.Pennington. The President of the Congregational Federation
the Rev,John Travell,B.0,,M,Th.,was in Lhe Cheir.

Others taking part were the Rev.R,J.McKelvey, D, Phil.,

Principal of the Congregational College,Monchester who led
the Bible Study in the morning session. After Luncheon

the afternoon session began with a full canpuregaltion for

the Historlc and OFficiasl Opening. Takiny part were M.
Riceman for the Memorial Hall Trust ,Mo.l .Lloyd Swmith 1 hy
Architect,Leslie Marrison and Apna Ward wha led in Lhe
Devotians, The Rew.Hency D.Gray who spoke an behall of Lhe
Congregationalists of the U.5.A,The Reu.,Elsie N.Chamberlalin,

B.0.,delivered a challenqging address and Musical items were
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rendered by the Ashland Quartet and the Long Stratton
Choir, Mr. Gordon Forster was at the Organ. Messages of
Good Wishes were received from Lady Stansgate,the
President Emeritus and the Rev. Ransom Dow, M.A,.

The Official (wvening was performed by Mrs.Cleaves and
Mr.John Wilcox siupke of future plans. The Congregational
Historical CLircie was represented by a small stand near
the very interesting Exhibition of Photographs,

Documents and Drawings, including a bust of Cromwell and
other items which will now be preserved at the Centre.

A Commemorative Mug was for sale which incorporated

an artists impression of the Centre,price £I1.50. Christmas
Cards with the same picture are available from the Centre
as well as Notelets packs, obtainable fFrom the Centre,
postage extra.

The centre will in addition to being the Headquarters
of the Congregational Federation, be furnished with
committee rnoms, as well as ample conference facilities,
a library and it is hoped some accommodation for use for
residential confersrnces and study sessions.

T.Watts.

RS e R e e - - -

STOP PRESS..STOP PRESL,,STOP PRESS..STOP PRESS..STOP PRESS

(Continued from Page 15)

21) Mrs J.B.Chambers (New Zealand) writes to give us news
of our churches'dowurn under'as fFollows:-
(a) The Three Kings Congregational Church in Auckland
has recently celebrated its 75th Anniversary and has
produced a booklet on its history to commemorate this.
A copy has been forwarded to the Circle for which uwe
are most grateful.

(b) The Congregational Union in New Zealand celebrates its
I00 th Anniversary in October I983 and its 100th year
1883/84. Rev.Chambers has been asked to write a history
to commemorate this and is in the initial stages of
research at present. It is hoped to publish it in time
for the [984 New Zealand Congregational Union Assembly.
It is obviously too soon to know what the cost will be
but Rev.Chambers would be interested tn hear from
anyone who might be interested in purchasing a capy on
publication as this would give them some idea of the
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number to print. If you would be interested in obtaining
a copy when published drop a line to Rev.J.Chambers,
P.0.Box 2047, Raumati Beach, New Zealand.

22) Circle Members living in London may be interested in
the programme of the 1662 Society for the next few months
as follows:-

January 10th 1883:- Faulty fire engines,sea coal & penitors
Life in the City Churches during the Civil War and
Interregnum, Speaker Rev.A.Argent,B.Sc. \enue: St.Andreus
by-the-wardrole, Queen Victoria Street, London EC4.

February 7th 19B3-"Virgils Prophecy of a Saviour"
Speaker Jasper Griffin, Balliol Colleqe, Oxford.
Venue-City Temple, Holborn Viaduct,EXl.

Tuesday Bth March 1983- Dialogue on Baptism
Speakers:Rev.E.Chamberlain (Cong.Fed) and Rev.B.D.Black,
(Head of Mission Dept. Baptist Union) at Westminster Chapel,
Buckingham Gate. 5Wl.

All meetings commence at 7.30 p.m., Cold Supper, Tea and
Coffee will be served fraom 7.80 p.m. For full details
telephone 274-5541. All welcome.

23) We are sorry to hear that Reu.Charles Surman has

now formerly resigned his post as Archivist for the West
Midlands Province of the URC and that this has been accepted
by their Assembly subject to a replacement being found!

The URC West Midlands Archives are situated at Spear Street
URC Church,Leamington Spa and at Rev.Surman's home, He
apparently 1is not retiring however and has accepted a number
of provincial dates to lecture up and down the country.
Part 111 of the Cong.Fed. Memorial Hall Congregational
Library Catalogue 1is now with the printer and could be
available in January 1983.

24) It has come to light that a colourful leaflet was produced
for the Philip Doddridge Festival services approximately two
ears o giving brief details of Philip Doeddridge D.D,.
1702~ 51 and it is hoped tpo reproduce some of the details
from this in a future issue of the magazine. The actual
leaflet was published by the Doddridge and Commercial Street
URC Churches (Northampton) and if you would like a copy of
the leaflet contact Mr.A.E.UWyatt,1,Branksome Avenue,
Northampton,encl.a s.a.e. and 5p to cover the cost of leaflet.



The Congregationa! History Circle

The Circle was founded in 1978 to encourage an interest
in all forms of Congregational History. It holds an
Annual General Meeting in May every year and these meetings
are generally held in different parts of the country.Plans
are in hand toc link a study weekend to this each year and
we are actively working on plans to regionalise our activ-
ities. We are steadily building up our archives with mat-
erial being received from a number of countries of the
world. We were actively represented and involved with the
International Congregational fellowship Conference held at
Bangor, North Wales in July 1981 and have fought to keep
the Memorial Hall and the associated Congregational lLibrary
in London and in this we have achieved an acceptable caom-
promise, The Congregational History Circle is accepted by
all three branches of the Continuing Congregational Churches
and two of these are represented on its Committee. Circle
Members receive a magazine in May and December each year.
The Annual Subscription for 1983 will be for U.K.Members
£1 - 25 and for Overseas Members £1 - 75 for the year.
Subscriptions are due on January lst each year.

- — e R e e e e e e e e e e e e

The Congregational History Circle Magazine

Editor: Rev.Trevor Watts, 16 Shelton Road, Shrewsbury,Salop.
Backnumbers (Issues of Editions 1 - B8 available) contact
the Secretary. Published twice yearly by the Congrega-
tional History Circle to record the History of all branches
of Congregationalism at home and abroad. Our intention is

to produce a balanced interesting publication and the
editor welcomes original articles, drawings and photo-
graphs for possible publication. Articles should prefer-
ably be typed. The Editor appreciates a stamped address-
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