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quite unusual feature. For the first time in its history the church was
formally recognising a teaching elder. Not that F.F.B. exercises amongst
us an exclusive ministry of the Word. He gladly shares our arranged
ministry on alternate Sunday mornings with several of his brethren, en-
couraging them to stir up latent gift. He carries his learning lightly and
never parades his knowledge.

This teaching ministry is far from representing the whole of his con-
tribution to the well-being of the church. To watch him dedicate a babe
(wisely allowing the child to repose in the security of mother’s arms!): to
hear him dedicate an offering and to listen to his counsel to young folk
leaving the church and home to go up to University, is to be reminded
that the true elder must be a man of many parts. His experience and
heavenly wisdom are equally apparent in the necessarily wide variety of
matters considered at the monthly meeting of elders. The efficiency and
expedition with which business is despatched when he occupies the Chair
cannot be wholly explained by the time of his homeward train! Not-
withstanding that the world is his parish he maintains a great loyalty to
our fellowship and among the other sterling qualities which have endeared
him to us all are his dependability, unaffected humility and consistent
thoughtfulness for others.

In his useful booklet entitled Who are the Brethren? F.F.B. wrote con-
cerning the elders who administer local churches—‘they try to guide by
example rather than rule by decree’. Not easily could better words be
found to describe the gracious and faithful manner of his services to our
church in which the Holy Ghost has made him an overseer.

F. F. BRUCE AS A FRIEND
G. C. D. HOWLEY*

THERE are many excursions into the pleasures of a friendship. Each fresh
experience deepens the friendship and reveals its potentialities for enrich-
ment of mind and spirit. Some friendships develop gradually; others seem to
blossom quickly. But there can be no true friendship without a mingling of
affection and respect. Where such exists, it is something to be greatly prized.

I write merely as one of a wide circle of friends and well-wishers of
F.F.B., but it is a privilege to be able to represent them by this tribute to
what this friendship has meant to me. I know sufficient of his friendships
with others to realise that exactly the same qualities that have marked our
friendship mark his with other people. Ours began gradually: first contacts
with him in his Cambridge days were few, yet they left their mark on my
mind; and later meetings with him drove home to me the depths behind
the quiet exterior. Correspondence between us was occasional, yet led to
the ripening of the link. My wife and I were always struck with his essential
simplicity of heart. This was shown in his interest in the most ordinary
matters in the home. He was never one with a great element of small talk,

*Mr. G. C. D. Howley is editor of The Witness and a well known teacher among
Brethren.
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yet at home this ranged to mundane and domestic matters, the detail of
living, which makes him an easy guest. We recall an occasion when he
stayed with us while food rationing was still in force after the war. He
refused a second helping of meat, saying, ‘That’ll do nicely for shepherds
pie tomorrow’!

The growing extent of his work never dulled life’s intimacies. This
interest has been seen in our family affairs. When our elder son was born,
F.F.B. made the remark that, were we in different ecclesiastical circles, he
would probably be Peter’s god-father. When our younger son was baptised,
he wrote: ‘Thank you for sharing your joy with us; we are delighted to
know of Robert’s forthcoming baptism, and pray that it will be a blessing
to him and to you all’.

We have known the strength of a prayer-bond between us, and this has
been expressed at different turning-points in our lives, as when we went to
Australia as a family in 1952, for a two-year period of ministry; and my
first visit to U.S.A. brought this letter: ‘This is a short note to wish you
Godspeed on the eve of your departure for U.S.A. I shall be remembering
you from time to time during your visit there, and I hope that you yourself
will have a refreshing time, as well as being a blessing to others’. We were
charmed when a letter in September, 1954 said: ‘An early copy of this
volume must go to you, for reasons which an examination of page 5 will
disclose’. We then found his thoughtful dedication of his volume on the
English Text of The Book of Acts, ‘“To Cecil and Robina Howley’.

We have shared in some of his plans, as when he sent us an early
intimation of his invitation to his present Chair in Manchester University.
Even that letter showed, however, his ready contentment with the task he
then pursued at Sheffield. ‘I found some difficulty in making up my mind,
as I am thoroughly content here; but at last 1 decided to say Yes. The
invitation was completely unsought, and indeed unexpected, on my part’.
References to his own activities (however important they might be in them-
selves) are referred to quite naturally in sharing them with us.

His comments on men and matters are pithy, and without malice or
rancour. I recall him sending his greetings to a certain gentleman who was
at the time making a sharp (and totally unjustified) attack on him. His
balance has been shown in his sense of perspective. He can see how others
may be ‘off’, yet without allowing this to get him out of sorts; he remains
unruffied . . . and this has been an example to many, including the writer.
His helpfulness is an outstanding element in his make-up. Ready always
with replies to queries, and responding with sage counsel when it has been
sought, he is meticulous in attending to dead-lines. He remembers the
commitments of other people, and is always on time so that they will not
be held up in the fulfilment of their responsibilities. And in this I write as
one who has had much assistance from him over the sixteen years of my
editorship of The Witness.

The friendship of which I write has been to my wife and myself a
source of great pleasure and encouragement in our Christian life. And
today, each fresh ‘excursion’ into the joys of such friendship brings its
return, not merely on the earth plane, but with an increased desire for the
glory of God in all of our lives.
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