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" Some will admit that they belong to the church, yet seem 
to doubt or deny that the church belongs at all to them; 
that is, the church has a olaim upon the children and an 
interest in ~hem, but the children have as yet no interest or 
place in the church. Some hold that they are in the church, 
yet not of it; as though to be in it in any sense worthy of 
the name is not to be of it. Not a few seem to regard them 
as neither in it nor out of it, but as occupying some sort of 
middle gro~d; as though this were either scriptural or 
tenable." He continues: "On this point [the relation of 
baptized children to the church] our Congregational churches, 
many ofthem,-at least many members in most ofthem,­
have departed from the teachings of the divine word, from 
the faith and practice of the primitive church, from the faith 
and practice of the Puritan fathers, and from the faith, at 
least, of other branches of the catholic church of the present 
age; the Baptists alone excepted." 

To what extent this vagueness of conceptiou of which Mr. 
Grout complains exists among Congregationalists, and others 
as well, we have no means of determining; but evidently 
among Congregationalists it must be considerable; for he 
says: "Inquiring of one and another as to their thoughts 
on this subject, what they believe to be the proper ecclesi­
astical standing of baptized children, - whether tbey belong 
to the church, are in it and of it, or out of it, or wbere they 
are, - the writer has been somewhat surprised at the 
variety of views that prevail, even among those who are 
supposed to be of the same general faith in respect to the 
duty and import of infant baptism." Evidently, he regards 
it as somewhat wide-spread, and that his opinion might not 
he conjectural, he made inquiry, in order that he might 
form an intelligent judgment. We most naturally infer that 
Mr. Grout did not make inquiry. of the masses, but rather 
thing abont the matter. They comply with the custom; may consider it 
decorous, rapectable and religious, but that is all" (p. 164). Agaiu, in the 
IllUDe chapter, he .y.: .. Generally _peakiug, the members of our churches 
cannot see that infant baptism is of any use whatever. They comply with it 
from custom, but not. one in. thoU8&Dd can tell you the cui bo of the matter." 

Digitized by Goog Ie 










































































































