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ARTICLE V.
THE NARRATIVE OF THE CREATION IN GENESIS.

By Rev. John O. Means, East Medway, Mass.
| Concluded from p. 130.]

Wz have endeavored to state the results of the most recent
investigations in regard to the Mosaic cosmogony. There are
two explanations, recently offered, whichi have been only inci-
dentally alluded to, and which are of importance enough to be
sated by themselves. They are those of Dr. J. Pye Smith, and
of Prof. Amold Guyot. We will state them in closing.

The view of Dr. Smith is presented in his Geology and Scrip-
tare, Sect. VII. Part 2. As this is within the reach of all, &
brief statement will suffice.

Dr. Smith supposes the first verse describes the creation of all
things. An immense interval, of which no account is preserved,
micceeds, before the scenes described in the second verse,
During this interval the earth passed through the various
changes which geology indicates. There were successive crea-
tions and destructions of plants and animals, the remains of
which appear in the rocks.

From the second verse onwards we have an account of what
took place im a portion of the world destined for the first habita-
tion of man. The narrative of the six days do not refer to the
whdle globe, but only to that portion in which man was to be
placed. Thise region was a part of Asia, lying between the Cau-
casian ridge, the Caspian sea, and Tartary, on the morth; the
Persian and Indian seas, on the south; and the high mountain
ridges which ran at considerable distance on the eastern and
western flank. This section of the earth was first, by atmos-
pheric and geological causes of previous operation, under the
will of the Almighty, brought into a condition of superficial ruin,
or some kind of general disorder. Here, in six literal days, took
place all that is recorded by Moses. Out of the chaos order was
introduced ; light made to appear, by the clearing up of the
atmosphere, so that the sun’s rays could penetrate; plants and
animals were produced by immediate creation, in the succession
herg narmated ; and, last of all, man was made,
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Whatever may be thought of this interpretation, no one can
help admiring the clearness with which it is presented, and the
great learning with which it is sustained. Perhaps its boldness
and complete opposition to preconceived notions may prevent
us from estimating it justly. It certainly clears up most of the
difficulties in the Mosaic narrative. But it gives rise to almost
as many, in turn. It seems liable to the very objection which
is urged, and which Dr. Smith, as well as most others, deem
conclusive, against the supposition that the whole earth passed
through the successive processes of creation in six literal days.
‘We are not satisfied with the statement, that the omnipotence
of God could have made everything in the whole earth, as we
find it, in six literal days. For the changes in this small portion
of the earth, and for the suddenly successive creations, Dr. Smith
is obliged, of course, to call in special Divine power. “ The
Divine power acted through the laws of gravity and moleculas
attraction ; and, when reguisite in an immediate, extraordinary, or
miraculous manner.” Having refused this mackina Dei to those
who used it to make the whole earth, as it is, in aix literal days,
it is hardly allowable to suggest another theory of which this
very machinery constitutes an essential portion. Strange as this
theory seems, however, at the first announcement, and liable to
many objections, unless we think there is an easier solution of
the difficulties in this chapter, we may be ready to adopt it
After limiting “the earth” to that region in which Adam was
placed, it may perhaps be said that this interpretation follows
the liternl text of Scripture more closely than most intepreta-
tions. :

The view of Prof. Arnold Guyot was presented in & course of
aix leotures “ On the Concordance of the Mosaic Account of the
Creation with that given by Modern Science,” delivered at the
Spingler Institute, New York, March, 1852, They have not
been printed by the author, but were reported in the Evening
Post. The importance of this view, and the fact that few have
access to the lectures, as they do not exist in a form suitabls for
preservation and reference, authorize us to give a very full
abstract. Prof. Guyot has kindly revised the sheets, to secure
accuracy of statement

The Bible is received by Prof. Guyot as a Divine revelation,
and this narrative of Moses a8 inspired to the fullest extent
“ We do not desire to prove the truth of the Bible by geolegical
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wrguments; it stands far above them; it has no need of support
from us, for it has been written by the hand of God himself.
What we have to do is, to understand it; to receive the inter-
pretation of its words.”? He assigns a direct influence of God
upon the author of this narrative, making him the medium of a
revelation which he himself may not have fully understood.
“ The scientific details were no doubt unknown to Moses, as the
details of the life and work of the Saviour were unknown tothe’
great prophets who annonnced his coming centuries before his
sppearsnce.” *

'Receiving this as God’'s account of his own work, Prof. Guyot

finds in it 2 representation of the creation of the universe. The .
first verse describes the creation of all things; the second repre-
sents matter in its chaotic state. Then come what may be
ealled the great days of creation, or cosmogonic days, the six
working days of the Creator, ending with a day of rest. These
six days are subdivided into two series of three days each. In
the first three days, the creation of inorganic matter takes place;
in the second three, the creation of organic beings, ending with
man. The last day in each series is subdivided again, contain-
ing two works, while the others contain but one. Prof. Guyot
onderstands the days of Moses as long and indefinite periods.
The works of each day form great steps in the development, or
rather in the snccessive creation, of the universe and of the
globe: Moses himself speaks of four kinds of days: (1) The
creation of light, which was called day, as a state of matter,
without reference to any duration of time; (2) The periods of
creation are called “days;” (3) The season of twenty-four hours,
eonstituted a day, by the appearance of the sun, and the rotation
of the earth; and (4) The whole week of creation is called day
in the founth verse of the second chapter. These periods are of
unequal length, the first being, perhaps, the longest; and, as we
rise in the scale of organization, they are shortened.

The introduction to the work of the six days is comprised in
the first and second verses, in which we have the creation of the
matter of the universe, and its original state. — It was “ without
formi and void” We know of no condition of matter withous
form, except the gaseous. Void is also what we express in com-
mon language by an absence of visible matter, which is nothing

1 Leaotdre L 2 Lecture 1V.
Vor. XIL No. 46. 28
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more nor less than a gaseous atmosphere. “ Without form and
void,” therefore, taken simply according to the words, are per-
fectly explained by this gaseous state.—“And darkness wuas
upon the face of the deep.” The deep does not necessarily
mean water; it signifies that which possesses depth, which was
nothing more than this vast body of gaseous matter in a state of
expansion. The “waters” of creation were different from the
ocean mentioned on the third day. The Hebrew word may as
well be applied to the fluid atmosphere as to a ligquid. * Dark-
ness was upon the face of the deep,” because as yet there was
no physical or chemical life. —* And the Spirit of God moved
upon the face of the waters.” This gaseons matter did not
become animated spontaneously. We know enough of matter
to affirm that it has no power of creation; that it has not itself
the principle of life. The creation was the will of God. The
Spirit of God, the Divine Logos spoken of by John, brooded over
the whole creation ; not in, as the modern pantheists wounld have
it, but upon, the face of the waters, thus indicating the action of
this Spirit of God then and in the time to come.

Such are the statements of Moses. And science does not tell
another story. Science teaches that the onginal form of matter
is the gaseous. There is no body in nature that cannot be
reduced to this state. It is the simplest and most homogeneous
of all forms of matter. Herschel and Arago, among astronomers;
Ampere, among physicists ; Becquerel and Thenard, among
chemists; Cuvier and Humboldt, among geologists, all have
arrived at the same conclusion, that the gaseous state of matter
must have been that of the commencement of the universe.

First day. The work of this day was the prodaction of light
“ And God said let there be light, and there was light.” This
was not a creation, but a manifestation at the command of God.
‘We know that this was mere inorganic metter that was acted
upon; and we know that the cause of light lies in the chemical
action of matter, that this action produces electricity, which is
light. The combination of the chemical parts according to their
affinities causes light and heat This nebulous light, therefore,
seems to be the first step in the development of our uaiverse.
And this proposition is proved by the present condition of a por-
tion of the heavens. We sometimes see nebulous matter form-
ing in different shapes in the heavens— floating like clouds of
light. And this shows to us what must have been the first state
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of this mass of gaseous matter. The consequence of the gas-
eous concentration of the molecnles of matter by gravitation,
followed by their chemical combination, was the production of
nebulae, which was the state of things as described by Moses,
when he says: “ God divided the light from the darkness.”
Before this, everything was dark. But here the first light
appears in the form of nebulae, which is divided from the sur-
rounding darkness. —“ God called the light day, and the dark-
ness he called night And the evening and the morning were
the first day.” Why evening and moming? Here the evening
means the darkness which always comes before the light, or
moming, which is the dawn of a new day of creation. This is
the first resnlt of this development, and thus you see why the
evening is before the moming. The evening of any great devel-
opment is a orisis; the crisis of 2 new revolution in the previous
order of things.

Becond day. The wotk of this day is the ereation of the fir.
mament. “ And God said, let there be a firmament in the midst
of the waters, and let it divide the wuters from the waters.”
The meaning of firmament is explained afterward: “ And God
aalled the firmament Acaven.” “ The waters” have been already
explained as designating the mass of gaseous matter. The vast
primary nebula of the firet day is separated into an immense
pumber of nebulas, and these into stars. This is the process of
*dividiny, the waters from the waters.” The nebulae which are
detached to comstitute the celestial bodies, are designated by
Ythe waters above the firmament ;" and that which is detached
fo comstitute the earth, is called “ the waters under the firma-
ment” The great phenomenon indicated by this verse is, the
individumlism of the primary nebula, or of the secondary nebu-
Ine, into ar infinite number of globes, each a world in itself,
This is, indeed, the second step which ought to be developed,
secording to the sablime law we observe in natare, that the pro-
cess of individualization in the various organs of the same body,
or in the various individunls of one and the same society, is the
second process of their growth. Moses in these few words gives
2 whole history of astronomy. If we investigate our solar sys-
tem, as explained by the theory of La Place, we shall find a
great concordance in the two accounts. La Place remarks that
the whole of the solar system, the movements of the planets,
their revolutions round the sun, their rotations on their axes,
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tious rashly to expose himself to general ridicule by presenting
anything of a frivolous or trivial nature. The class united with
the teacher in repelling and diseouraging anything of that kind,
and order and decorum was at ali times maintained by the
teacher with the greatest ease. The lessons given are of mode-
rate length, 8o that they can be thoronghly learned by an indus-
trious student within the time prescribed, the rule being, & little
well, rather than much superficially. Besides the ordinary les-
sons, tasks are given, from time to time, of written translations,
exercises in writing Latin and Greek, criticisms, essays, etec.,
which in some schools that we visited, were subjected to the
same course of open and general ecriticism as the ordinary reei-
tations. Every recitation and exercise, therefore, instead of be-
ing & dull recital on the part of the student, and cesrection om
the part of the teacher, is a strennous and vigoreus mental exer
cise on the part of all concerned.

In this connection we will add, that the pupils are not permit-
ted to advance from one grade to another in the gymmasium,
and finally to the university, without the most satisfactory proof
that they have thorvughly mastered the studies of the previous:
part of the course.

We will now suppose that the pupil bas passed with honor
throungh the gymnesium, and has advanced to the university.
The foundation has now been laid of a store of usefnl knowledge,
but, more than that, the pupil has now become conscious of his
meuntal power, and of his particolar mentat bias. His intellectual
faculvies have been truined to their appropriate vigorous exereise.
His mental habits are formed. He has learned how to study,
how to accumulate knowledge, and to make use of that knowl-
edge when scquired. The course of proceeding is then changed,
and is adapted to this new condition of his mind; and in daily
lectures from men of the highest intellectusl capacity, attain-
ments and eloquence, a full stream of knowledge i8 poured into
the receptacle thus prepared. Copious notes are taken of these
lectures in the manner often described in books of travel and by
letter-writers. These notes, after the lecture is concluded, are
either copied off in a fair hand, or are compared with the notes
of fellow-students, and corrected and completed.  They are care-
fully studied, the books cited and recommended by the professor
are examined, and read, and the subject of the lecture is care-
fully investigated, and discussed in the weekly reunions of the



1866.} German Education. 319

little knots and clubs so frequent among the students of the Ger-
man universities, and in their casual and daily meetings at their
meals, or in each other's rooms, and in conversation with literary
or scientific friends, and, in some instances, with the professors
at their houses. .

Besides the lectures, there is, on Saturday mornings, what is
called the Seminar, that is, meetings of those students of
approved qualifications, who choose to attend, for the purpose
of improvement in some particular branch of leaming or science,
in each of which one of the professors presides. At these meet-
ings, some student, previously appointed, brings forwnrd an essay
upon some subject comnected with some topic of the lectures
which are in the course of delivery by the professor who pre.
sides, or an exegesis of some passage in a classic anthor. One
or two others, also previously appointed, present criticisms on
the same, and the morning is then spent in discussing, by the
whole number present, with the nsual freedom, zeal and good
humor, the peints in dispute. The exercises of this natnre which
we attended were presided over by Professors Bsckh and Lach-
mann, and were conducted in the Latin langnage.

8. A looger time is allowed for completing a course of liberal
edncation than with us. The whole course, from the time of
entering the gymnasium until that of passing the final examina-
tion and taking the first degree at the university, is extended, for
medical students, to at least twelve years, and, for all others, to
at least eleven years, consequently there is not that temptation,
which too much prevails with us, where too many branches of
learning are crowded into a comparatively narrow space of time,
of passing over too much ground within the period allotted for
the course, and lbat superficially.

We think that the question proposed is now in a good mea-
sure answered, and that it will be found by those who person-
ally examine into this matter, that the causes of the success to
which reference has been made, may be reduced to the above-
stated general principles.

There is n pleasure econnected by the Author of our being with
the consciousness of the possession of power, of whatever nature,
whether moral, intellectnal or physical, and with its appropriate
exercise. If students, therefore, be made to feel a vivid con-
sciousness of their mental power, and are judiciously and kindly
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Thus the dense atmosphere of the globe wounld be surrounded
by a photosphere of electrical light. And we have exactly the
state of the sun, as described by the astronomers. We can ocon-
ceive that such a state of things is compatible with the existence
of land and sea, and even of plants. which were favored in their
growth by the warm, moist atmosphere. We should not be
astonished at not finding the remains of the plants of the third
day. It is obvious that the crust first enwrapping the globe
when it cooled down, is unknown to us. The oldest formations
we find, the granite and gneiss, ean be more easily explained by
supposing they are the product of a decomposition of the old
crust and a re-crystallization under water. If the first straia of
the earth’s crust contained fossils of. any desoription, they have
been destroyed by the metamorphoses of that first formatien,
But we must say that the appearanee of. plants at that period is
in accordance with one of the most beautiful laws establiahed
by geological resesrches: the appearmnce of plants in the order
of their relative perfection. The plants are lower than the ani.
mals. They must appear firsy, as the lower animals before those
of a higher organization ; and those again before man. Vegeta-
tion is the naturnl, intermediate: link between inorganic matter
and snimals. .

But why does the narrative of Moses place the crestion of
plants in the inorganic period? With the first work of the third
day the giobe as a planet is finished, it is true. But it is a great
law of nature that an epoch does not terminate without contain-
ing in itself the germ, and, so to speak, the prophecy of the
epoch to come. The plants of the third day herald the coming
of the orgenio epoch of living beings. They are the prophetic
types of that epoch of life, and the connecting link between the
inorganic and organic periods. As such they are mentioned as
the concluding work of the former period, but as a separate work
of the third day.

Fourth day. After what has been sald the workof this day
is clear. It is, the osganization of the aolar system i its present
oondition, the succeesion of days and nights and of seesouns;
that is, of the elimmtes and physical conditions necessary to the
existence of living beiogs. The text does not apeak of ths
creation of the sun and moon and stars; they were made.to act
upon the earth as they now do. - This is the moment whep the
globe, having attsined.its present form and size, has its apeed.of
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_rotation and revolution definitely settled. The violent action
of the chemical forces gradually ceases. The combinations
are completed. The electrical light, which is the result of
those combinations, diminishes by degrees. And the luminous
atmosphere which had previously encircled the globe disap-
pears. Then only, after this atmosphere disappeared, the light
of the sun and other heavenly bodies becomes visible on the
earth. The earth having lost its own light depends on that of
the sun. The saccession of days and nights begins. Before,
pothing of the kind could exist. The distribution of light and
heat, and the grest climacteric zones are established. Thus all
the phylical conditions neeessary to organio life, which is te fol.
low, are in aexistence, and the globe ia prepased for their sppeas-
ance. This fourth day, which is, 88 it were, 8 raminissence of
the inorganic period, begins, nevertheless, the organic period,
and forms another connedtion between these two principal stages
of the globe. The physical revolutions of the globe are hereafter
secondary facts. The temible cataclysms, of which geology
spesks, as sinking whole continents in the bottom of the sea, or
mising them from it, are bat feeble movements compared with
the great mass of the globe. The interest in the history of crea-
tion now lies in the progress of life. To make out this history
we must find the documents in the soil we tread upon. “ This
terrestrial crust, the stony mantle which enwraps the globe, pre-
serves in its folds the archives of the creation of the crganized
world” « The mass of the interior of the globe is of no impor-
tance. For life, like delicate and brilliant flowers borne upon an
immense trunk, is entirely concentrated in this exterior pellicle.”
‘We must, then, take 8 general view of its structure.

Geology informs us that the terrestrial crust, down to the low~
est depth man has penetrated, is composed of layers placed apon
each other, different in mineralogical charaeter and structure.
These layers follow each other in a oertain order, which is the
ssme over the whole globe. They are separeted from each other
abruptly. The ancient deposits nce generally the thickest; they
are more uniformly spread over the surface of the globe, more
oontinuous and more alike. It is romagkable that in the ancient
formations there is an abundanee of silicious rocks, which are
ecnneeted with the sbundange of vegetation. In the middle
and recent formations, there is an increasing abundanes of the
caleareons rocks, whioh sze connected with the progress of ani.
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mal life. The conglomerates and sandstones, which are the
debris of preéxisting rocks, are more abundant in the ancient
formations, and become rarer till the diluvian epoch, where the
sandstones reappear, but not yet consolidated. The limestone,
in epochs of repose, become more and more frequent. These
. characters have an important bearing on the phases of organic
life at these different epochs. Most of the layers we have enu-
merated, having been deposited at the bottom of oceans, would
naturally be found in a horizontal position, But they are more
or less inclined, showing that there were great movements of the
earth’s crust after their formation. To these movements is due
the inequality of the earth’s surface, which plays sp important a
part in the whole economy of nature. .And, finally, it is mest
important to note, that most of the stratified layers enclose the
remains of organized beings, plants and animals, in endless num-
bers. Every revolation which changed the mineralogical natore
of the.strata, seems, also, to have caused the death of all beings
living at that epoch, and thus made a nesw creation necessary.
Enach of these layers is the leaf of a wonderful volume, where
we read the history of the extinct generations of beings whieh
lived during the long epochs preceding the coming of man
- Each epoch presents a special character. We behold a series
of successive developments which lead us from the lowest forms
of animals to man, the monarch of the present world. We will
not examine each of these strata which contain organized beings
peculiar to themselves. But, taking as a guide the céntral fact
of the development of life, we may, with Agassig, divide the
whole of the period into four great organio epochs, each charac-
terized by the class of animals which predominate. At the base
we will place a fifth, at which life does not yet exist There
are then:

L The Primitive, or inotganic age; no lmd, or scaroely any
lend, appears. The Oceanic epoch.

IL The Paleozoic, or reign of the invertebrate animals and
fishes. The ocean still reigns snpteme a few islands appear.
The Insular epoch.

IIL The Secondaty, or reign of the rephles. Land ine¢reases
and surrourds large meditetranean seas. The Maritime epoch.

IV. The Tertiary, or reign of the mammifers. Lands becoms
connected. The Continental epoch.

V. The Modern, or present uge, that ef man.
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In casting a glance over.this history of the globe which geol-
ogy presents, we find certain great laws manifested.

1. The facts prove that the globe was not created at once,
bat, like every other created beiug. underwent a gradual devel-
opment. “In speaking of lawe of development, I am doubtless
understood. What is a law, but a permanent act of the Divine
will? What is a development, but the exisience or realization
in time and space of this supreme will?”

2. In the order of time there is progress. The inferior being
always preeedes the supesior; the imperfect, the perfect. Inoe-
ganic nature precedes organisation. The watery element reigns
before terrestrial; the aquatic and inferior animals before the
terrestrial and superior. In the series of the vertebrated animals,
we see fishes, reptiles, birds and mammifers appearing in the
ages of the globe in the order of their perfection.

3. Created beings not only become more perfeot, but more
diversified. From the simplest embryonic forms we pass grada.
sily to those which are more complicated. The number of types,
also, is constantly increasing. They are more defined; mere
deeply separated. Moreover, all these varions beings, living and
foasil, are each ¢of them integral perts of an admirable system,
in which each type represents to the age a phase of develop-
ment brought into actual existence, and also = tendency to
snother which is ot developed. .

4. Finally, “ this intimate conneotion between all the members
of the animal system at the different ages, is not owing io the
parental relatsion. There .is po direct descent from each other.
Each epoch is entirely separated from the following by a great
revolution. The new beings that appesar are new beings, or new
types. There are intermediate types, but no intermodiate inds-
viduals which form a transition. The plant does not rise from
the inorganic nature, nor the animal from thb plant. The gigan-
tic pachyderms which- appear suddenly at the tertiary epoch,
are not the offspring of the reptiles of the secondary age. The
bond which unites them is of an immnaterial nature ; the admira-
ble unity of which I have spoken is the plan of the Creator.
We should then acknowledge a plan, admirable in conception,
admirable in execution. - There is a Free Will, a Power whioh
creades in suocession, at the appointed time whea it is fitting;
and not a single great whole which is developed by itself.”

The accordance of these results of geology with the Mosaio
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acoount is 80 evident that no further explamation is necessary.
The creation of the animals and of man is contained in the last two
days, and they make their appearance in exactly the same order.

Fifth day. The work of this day is the creation of .the lower
animals up to the birds, in the order indicated by geology. The
water animals first, the amphibious and other reptiles, after;
and then, the birds. This corresponds with the first geological
ages up to the tertiary epoch.

Sixth day. The sixth day, which is the third of the orgnnic
period, contains two works, as was the case on the third day of
the inorganic period: (1) The creation of the higher animals
specially living on the dry land, or, the mammalia; and (2) The
creation of man. It corresponds with the tertiary age. The
great whales of the fifth day — & general name for all the large
water animals —are the amphibious sanrians of the secondary
age. TPhe creeping animals of the sixth duy are, according to
Gesenius, the smaller mammalia, rats, mice, etc. The great-
est changes in the minerl creation, according to geology, took
place between the cretaceons and tertmry epoch. And there
Moses, aleo, places the beginning of a new day. For not only
are the land animals 8 new set of beings, they are also the high-
est, and it is that family to which man, as an animal, belongs.
The division of the sixth day into two works is not less remark-
able. The creation of man is & fact of such vast importance
that it could not be mentioned otherwise than separately. - That
being, made by the Creator in his own image, upon the creation
of whom' Moses put so much stress, to enforce, as it were, the
idea of his dignity, could not be confounded with the animals.
But why does he place this creation, not in a separate day, but
with the mammalia in the sixth day? “Man is the crowning
act of the Creator. He {s the summary of all perfections =cat-
tered through the animal kingdom. He is the end and rim of
the whole development of our planet. As such he belongs to
this physical earth, of which he is the key-stone. But heisa
being of an entirely new and superior order, and as snch must
be kept distinet. The appearance of the physical man is the
prophecy and the promise of u future and more perfect age of
development which begins with him: the moral age, that of
the historical world. This second work of the sixth day is thus
the link between the age of the physical creation and that of
the moral development of mankind.”
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“ Now begins the seventh day of rest, or the Sabbath of the
earth, when the globe and its inhabitants are completed. God
declared all his other works to be good; but on the sixth day
everything he made was very good; that is, finished as God
would have it for his purposes, for the education of man. Since
the beginning of this day no new creation has taken place.
The forces of nature are in that admirable equilibrinm which we
now behold, and which is necessary to our existence. No more
mountains or continents are formed, no new species of plants ox
animals are created. Nature goes on steadily in its wonted path.
All movement, all progress has passed into the realm of man-
kind, which is now accomplishing its task. The seventh day is,
then, the present age of our globe; that age in which we live,
and which was prepared for the development of mankind. The
narrative of Moses seems to indicate this fact. For at the end
of each of the six working days of creation we find an evening.
Bat the morning of the seventh, which is mentioned at the closa
of the sixth, is not followed by any evening. The day is still
open. When the evening shall come the last hour of humanity
will strike.”

“ Such is the grand cosmogonic week desoribed by Moses,

To a sincere and unsophisticated mind it must be evident, if I
am not mistaken, that these grand outlines are the same as those
which modern science enables us to trace; however Jmperfect
and unsettled the details furnished by scientific.inquiries may
appear on many points. Whatever changes we may expect to
be introduced, by new discovezies, in our present view of the
development of the universe and of the globe, the prominent
traits of this vast picture will remain. And these only are traced
vut in this admirable acoount of Genesis. 'These outlines were
sufficient for the moral purposes of the book; the scientific de~
tails are for us patiently to investigate. They were no doubt
unknown to Moses, as the details of the life and of the work of
the Saviour were unknown to the great prophets who announced
bis coming, and traced out with master hand his character and
objects centuries before his appearance on eartb. But the same
Divine hand which lifted up before the eyes of Daniel and of
Isaiah the veil which covered the tableau of the time to come,
unveiled before the eyes of the author of Genesis the earliest
ages of the creation. And Moses was the prophet of the past,
as Daniel and Isaiah and many others were the prophets of the
future.”
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Such is the theory of creation which this Christian philosopher
finds in Genesis. It is not easy to pass from this “ reasoning
high” to criticism of details. But these periods are truly eloguent
only so far as they convey the truth. The closing paragraph is
not so much the disporting of the mind in exuberant joy at the
completion of a great work, as it is an answer of anticipation to
what will be the first and greatest objection on the part of most to
the theory. The feeling of many will be, that Moses could havs
eonceived no such scientific system, and therefore he couid not
havae taught it. It is acknowledged by Prof. Guyot that Moses
probably did not comprehend this system. Bat this does not
invalidate the fact that it may be obscurely sketched out by him.
Prof. Guyot takes the ground assumed in the beginning of this
Article, and which is the only tenable position, that we are to
roceive this narrative as a revelation from God throngh Moses,
and not as the view Moses conceived. The whole of this aceount
ie & pure and absolute revelation. Unless it be a dream of Moses,
or 8 re-hashing of Egyptian myths, this is, from beginning to end,
2 Divine statement. The table of commandments was not more
truly given by God than this narmtive. We are not, therefore,
to ask what Moses meant to convey. We want to know what
God intended to teach. And if it be said, God could enly intend
to teach what those who first received the récord were able to
comprehend, we reply: the Bible was given to us as well as to
them. This revelation was for our instruction, as wel as for
that of the Jews. They had n6é monopoly in it. The Bible is
for mankind. While the Jews were not taught anything erro-
neous, it does not follow that the revelation could not contaim
more than they would comprehend. If we can find the propheey
of a suffering Messiah in the Bible, while possibly the writers of
the propheay, certainly the first readers of it, had no clear con-
ception of such a meaning, we may find in Genesis the outlines
of e system of creation which Moses and the Jews did not com-
prehend. Thus far it might be replied to the objection which
may prevent some from even considering the evidence in faver
of Prof. Guyot's interpretation.

This objection being removed, there are four points to be
proved in order that this view may harmonize with the text.

(1) It must be proved that the days are periods of great length,
The theory assumes this. This point has been sufficiently con-
sidered in this Article, and will be allowed by candid interpreters.
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(2). k mnst be proved that we have, as far as the twentieth
verse, an acosunt of the creation of the universe, and not merely
of this globe. Prof. Guyot understands the work of the firat two
days to be npon the matter of the universe; the third dey, upon
this globe ; the fourth day, upon the solar syatem ; and the fifth
aad sixth days, upon the earth exclpsively. He must prove, there-
fore, that the second vesse refers to the matter of the universe;;
aad that the constitution of the firmament is the arrangement of
the planets. There would be no hesitation in referring the second
werse to the matter of the nniverse, but for the gocurrence of the
word carth. “ And the earth was, without form and void;” not
the matter of the universe. It would seem to limit the chaos to
the matter of this earth. But is this the meaning of the verse?
The earth, specifically, was not made till the third day. What
i called earth.on the second day can, at most, only be the mat-
ter which was aflerwards so designated And then, it cannot
mean the solid greund merely, but all, both land and water,
which finally constituted the “earth.” Therefore, Prof. Guyot
might say, if earth medus what was afterwards so called, it
includes water as well as land; and then the “deep” and “ the
waters,” may refer to the rest of the matter of the universe.
But we doubt if earth in this verse has any special reference top
our globe. We de not think the three words which are descripr
tive of the matter in chaos, the earth, and the deep, and the
waters, refer to. 5o maay distinct things; but that, after the

style of Hebrew parallelism, they ail relate to the same thing.
The comstruction, we think, is not, that there was the earth ~
our globe — which was formless; and that, distinct from this,
there was a deep, on which darkness rested; and that, separate
from both these, there were waters, on which the Spirit of God
moved. Only one thought is expressed by all these words: that
the heaven and the enrth spoken of in the first verse were in a
chaotic state. It is the gppearance of the elements that is dwelt
upon. The stress is on formless and void. The sense is some-
thing as follows: The universe — earth it may be called — was
without form and void. Upon the face of it — this earth, or bet-
ter, deep — there was darkness. And upon the face of it — earth,
or deep, or more exactly, waters —the Spirit of God moved.
We think the true meaning of the verse is that which Prof.
Guyot asks for: that the matter of the whole universe was in a
formless, dark and watery state. And this, he thinks, was a
Voun. X1L No. 46. 29
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gaseons mass in which, as yet, chemieal astion had not begun.
As to his interpretation of the firnament, it is as consonant with
the text as the old version, which makes the “ waters above,”
clouds, and the *“ waters under,” seas. This is closely conneocted
with the third point.

(3) It must be made out, thirdly, that « the waters” and “ the
deep,” in the second verse, describe, not masses of liquids, but
of gases. A great part of the explanation rests npon this point
‘Will the text bear such 8 meaning? We must admit it to be
possible. The use of the word waters does not prove the sub-
stance to be that which is now so called The Hebrews had
no chemical nomenclature. They did not distingnish vapors
from liguids. They used the same words for all substances of
this nature. B%3 a8 well describes gases as liqnids. On philo-
logical grounds, no objection can be taken to this interpretation.
So far, the theory does not seem incompatible with the text of
Genesis. It remains, however, to be shown, in the fourth place,

(4) That this, upon scientific data, is the true expogition of the
creation of the universe. Upon this it does not belong to us to
speak. Whether the nebular hypothesis, of which Prof. Gauyot
avails himself, be true, and whether the geological statements
be accordant with the facts, we are not competent to give an
opinjon. We are happy to state, on the authority of a note from
Prof. Guyot, that he “intends, when Providence will allow, to
write a history of the universe and of the earth, according to the
present state of science — the only way to give a full and satis-
factory commentary of this chapter.” We hope his engagements
will allow him to enter upon this work at an early period.



