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§ 28. Neothing now remains bat to give thanks to God that my
work has been brought to & bappy ead in such troublous times, and
heartily to pray that by these labors of mine the studies of many on
this great and venerable récord of ancient faith may be encouraged
and aided. Having fully set forth my purpose in undertaking the
task of an editor in this instance, I wish all fair judges would bear it
in mind, Jest haply they should accuse me of not having performed
what it was not my intention to do. While I was preparing this
edition, I was constantly reflecting, what a field of labor here lay
open for the critical study of the Greek text of the Old Testament,
and bow much fruit might thence be gathered for explaining and
illustrating the laws of the Greek language, and especially of that
dialect in which the books of the New Testament are written. This
field, 50 God please and grant me life and strength, I shall steadily
strive to go over, and shall do this with the greater care, the more I
hope that my labors on the text of the New Testament will thus be
forthered ; believing, as I indeed do, that severe study bestowed on
these sacred texts by a Christian is not only in keeping with his own
piety, but will yield good fruit to the Church herself, to whom
Divine Truth is of the highest concern.

Lrerrsic,
80tk March, 1850.

ARTICLE V.

OUTLINES OF A JOURNEY IN PALESTINE IN 1852 BY E. ROBIN-
SON, E. SMITH, AND OTHERS.

Drawn up by E. Robinson, D. D., of New York.

Ever since the publication of my work on Palestine, I had
cherished the desire of once more visiting that interesting country ;
purtly for the purpose ¢f examining some points anew; but still
more in the hope of extending my researches into those portions
which had not yet been explored.

In March of the present year (1852) I arrived at BeirGt, on my
way to carry these plans into execution. Here I was detained for
some time; at first by the unsettled state of the weather, which con-
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tinued variable much later than usual —some of the most violent
storms of the season having oceurred after my arrival; and then in
order to be present at the Annual Meeting of the American Mission
in Syria, which was held this year at Beirfit. I desire here to ex-
press my deep feeling of obligation to the Mission, for the interest
manifested by them in my undertuking, and for the arrangements
adopted to secure to me the aid and company of some one of the
Missionaries during the whole journey.

It had already been arranged, that, before the meeting, I should
accompany Mr. Thomson to Hasbeiys, and from thence visit the
region of Biniis and Phiala. But just at that time, the movements
of the Druzes to evade the threatened conscription made those dis-
tricts insecure. I was therefore obliged to content myself with short
excursions to the mouth of the Nahr el-Kelb, with its Egyptian and
Assyrian tablets; to the remarkable temple at Deir el-Kiil'ah; and
to "Abeih, the seat of the Boys’ Seminary belonging to the Mission.

To the latter place, under the guidance of Dr. De Forest, we took
a less usual road ; and visited a spot on a rocky ledge between two
valleys, where there are many ancient sarcophagi cut in the scattered
rocks. Their huge lids have been removed, and lie mostly near by.
The place is utterly lonely, and almost desolate; a few patches of
wheat only being interspersed among the rocks.

On the 5th of April, the Rev. Dr. E. Smith and myself found our-
selves once more on the way from Beirtt to Jerusalem. On the
26th of June, 1838, we had together arrived at Beirit from our for-
mer travels; and we were now setting off from the same point to
continue our explorations. We encamped for the night at Neby
Ytnas (Porphyrion), more than half way to Sidon. After the tent
was pitched, the beds arranged, and the frugal menl ended, it was
with an overpowering feeling, that we compared the present with
the past. Here we were, in our tent, not the snme indeed as for-
merly, but yet so like it as hardly to be distinguished; the furniture
and all our travelling apparatus were similar; several things were
the very same; and our places in the tent were as ef old. 'The in-
tervening fourteen years seemed to vanish away; as if we were but
continuing a journey of yesterday. And when we reverted to the
reality, we could not but gratefully acknowledge the mercy of God
in preserving our lives, and permitting ws once more, after so long
an interval, to prosecute fogether the researches which we had to-
gether begun. We could not but regard it as a high, and certainly
an urusual privilege, thus after fourtecn long years again to take up
the thread of our investigations.
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Under other circumstances we might, perbaps, have regarded it as
an uppropitions omen, when, during the night, & violent Sirocco
wind arose, and blew down our tent upon uvs as we slept. It was
pitched opon the sand, the only foundation which the neighborhood
afforded. At first we tried to sleep on beneath the fallen tent; but
the flapping of the canvas compelled us to rire; and as the day was
already breaking in the East, we decided to make an early start.
This we did ; and fording the Auwaly near its mouth, reached Sidom
seon after 7 o’clock.

The observations we made along the coast were not many; but
they serve to correct the Maps in a few particulars. We were now
more struck with the remains of the ancient Roman road; traces of
which are visible from near the river Dam{r for most of the way to
the Auwaly. It is singular, that no regular survey has ever yet
been made of the Syrian cosst; and it therefore gives us the more
pleasure to learn from the highest authority, that such a survey will
probably be undertaken by order of the British Government during
the next year.

From Sidon we turned eastward towards Lebanon; and after a
ride of more than two hours, pitched our tent at Kefr Filas. For
some distance on the N. and E. of Sidon the mountains retire; and
the interval is an open, uneven, rolling tract, highly cultivated, and
abounding in the finest fruit. From Sidon to the roots of Lebanon
is about three hours; and then the mountain ridges rise by degrees.

The next day our plan was to have kept on to Riim and the high
oonical point of Ruweiset Rim ; then to bave ascended and travelled
along the high ridge of Jebel Rihian, south of the angle of the Au-
waly, uatil, reaching the road from Jezzin to Jerji’s, we could de-
soend to the latter village, situated high up on the finnk of the moun-
tain, on the N. W. brink of the great gorge of the river Zaheriny.
‘We accordingly sent off our baggnge-mules by the direct roud to
Jerji's, there to await our arrival. But we bad proceeded hardly an
hour on the way to Rim, before it began to rain; and after waiting
for a time in & peasant’s house at Rm, we were compelled to forego
our purpose and take the nenrest way to Jerji'a. We reached that
place, by way of Jebd'a, after a long and dreary ride in the rain;
and took refuge for the might and next day in o dark and smoky
room in ome of the hovels of the town. This was the enly time that
our plan of travel was frustrated by bad weather.

While lying next day at Jerji'a, we deacended into the chasm of
the Zaherdny, and visited its highest perennial fountain. Here we
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were surprised to find the remains of sn ancient chaanel cut ia the
rock, and connected with an aquednct further down, by which the
water of this fountain was carried below the village aroand the flamk
of the mountain, and 8o to Sidon; many remains of such an aque-
doct having alrendy been known along the way to BSidon, thongh its
beginning had not been found. The Sidonians bad agweduots from
the Auwaly much nearer, for irrigation; but they must have pre-
ferred this water for drinking. Even now water for drinking is
brought to the city from fountains an hour or more distant. From
Jerji’a, Sidon bore N. 42 W.

From this high position the whole country W. and S. W. was
visible quite to the sea. It is rolling, uneven, and sometimes rocky,
made up of hills and valleys and plains, but no mountains. The
gorge of the Zaherfiny here runs S. W. and turns nearly S. jast be-
low, along the west base of Jebel RibAn, for a short distance; whea
the river suddenly breaks through the low ridge which there forms
its western bank, and runa off W. to the sea. But the valley along
the base of Riban continues on, as Wady Jermfik, quite down to the
Litény ; and one might be almost tempted to suppose, that the Zahe-
riny once kept on its course to the latter stream. On the right bank
of the Litdny, just below the entrance of Wady Jermik, on a high
cliff, in no connection with Lebanon, stands the magnificent but de-
serted fortress, Kiilit erh-Shikif, the Belfort of the crusaders. I¢
was in sight from Jerji'a, bearing direetly south; and a visit to it
was included in our plan.

The next day (April 9th) we proceeded through a fertile and well
cultivated region, by way of the market-town Niiblttyeh, to Arnén,
a poor village below the ridge of the castle. Here are a few ancient-
garcophagi cut in isolated rocks. The ridge on this side is neither
very steep nor high; we rode the distance in twenty minutes from
the village; half of it being level ground. But on arriving at the
top, one looks down on the other side almost perpendieularly into the-
abyss of the LitAny fifleen hundred feet, as measured by Dr. De
Forest with the aneroid. The top of the ridge is very narrow ; and
the castle occupies its whole breadth, and more ; being in some places
built up from lower precipices. Its length is hence greatly dispre-
portioned to its narrow breadth. On the south of the castle the top
of the ridge is levelled off as a fine esplanade or parade grouad.

This fortress is known to us from the historians of the crusades;
but it needs only a glance to see that it dates from a much higher
antiquity ; and that the crusaders did nothing more than repair it.
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The anciont portion, which still forms the main body of the building,
is bailt with bevellod stones; not large stones like those at Jerosalem,

nor with a bevel so regular as is found in the tower of Iippicus, but

yot of the same general character, though coarser. The sloping foun-

dations of the towers are also seen here; and, indeed, some of the

square towers may be said to be almost fac-similes of Hippicus.

The repairs of the crusaders are everywhere easily to be distin-

guished ; they have & totally different character. The chief work of
theirs which remaina is a fine Latin chapel along the eastern wall.

Perhaps some historical notice may yet be found to fix the date of
this fortress; but at any rate it cannot be Jater than the times of the

Byzantine or perhaps the Roman dominion in Syria. Here was

always an important pass from Sidon eastward. Nothing over-

shadows the castle exeept Jebel Rihan on the N. and N. E. eo that

it forms a conspicnous object, visible at a great distance in all other

directions. Frow it the castle above Baniéis bore S. 60 E.

From esh-Shikif we torned our course about W. by S. to the
bridge over the Litiny (here running westward) near the village
Ki'kityeh. This bridge is in part an ancient structure, but the
whole is very rickety. Here we encamped for the night. :

Our next day’s journey brought us to the castle of Tibnin, the
Toron or Turinum of the crusaders. Our direct road to this place
led up through the Wady Hajeir for nearly the whole distance ; but
after an hour we turned to the left up another deep valley, Wady
Seltky, which has its beginning in the §. W. of Héinin, and drains
the whole region. On the high southern brow of this valley we came,
afier another bour, to the hamlet Kiibrikhah, where are the remains
of a temple with several colamns still standing, with Ionic capitala.
Henece we struck off again obliguely to Wady Hujeir, at a point
whaere another temple onee stood on its western side; of which only
one or two columns remain.

The fortress of Tibnin is on the summit of an isolated hill. and
covers much more ground than that of esh-Shukif. It is also much
more & work of the crusaders; though several courses of bevelled
stones on the oatside show that.they built it upon earlier foundations.
It is now in ruins, except the gatewny, where a family of MetAwilch
Sheikbs bave built a house within ihe walls, which they make their
bhome. Here Jerjd’a bore N. 24 E. and the castle esh-Shiikif N.
43 K.

Frem Tiboin we took a couree 8. 60 W. crossing onr former route
at Hirts (vot Hadith), and after another hour turned up the ridge
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on the right side of Wady el-’Ain, on the road from Rameish to
Tyre, to Yatir, a village overlooking the plain of Tyre, and evidently
occupying an ancient site.

Retrucing our steps, we followed up Wady el-’ Ain for a time S. E.
and then turned 1o the right to a site of ruins called Hasér and also
Haziry ; but not the Hazor of Scripture and Josephus. Hence we
proceeded S. W. to Rameh, on an isolated hill in the midst of a basin
shut in by other high hills. This is unquestionably the Ramah of
Asher; a different place from Ramah of Naphtali. Here are guite
a number of ancient rarcophagi.

Half an hour west of Ramah is & high hill, on which are seen from
afar the columns and part of the architrave of an ancient temple.
'We visited the spot; bat the columns are ail tpo much weather-wormn
to distinguish the order of their capitals. The place is called Belit.
From this high point we could look down over the whole moantain-
ous and broken region intervening between it and the sea, from Ras
el-Abyad to *Akka, and could trace the course of the ridges and val-
leys. Of the luiter, the great Wady el-Kitirn is the principal; it was
described by our guides as 8o deep and precipitous, that evena eagles
could not fly across it.

We learned afterwards, that both Rameh and Belit had beer
visited a few weeks previously by Mr. Van de Velde.

From Rameh we turned our course to Rameish, and thenece to
Kefr Bir'im on the road to Safed, half an bour K. of Sa’sa’. Here
are the remains of two singular edifices. Of one a large part of the
body i3 yet standing, with a portico of columns in front, of no Greek
order. DBehind the columns is a large portal in the middle, with a
smaller door on each side. The whole is very elaborstely decorated
with sculptured ornaments. Of the other building ouly a portien of
the front remains, standing alone in the fields. It is similar to the
froht of the other edifice, except that on the scalptured entablature of
the middle portal is a Hebrew inscription, in the ordinary square
character of the present day. It is much defaced, and so far as i
ean be read, merely invokes “ peace” upon the founder of.the edifiee,
but without legible name or date. If the inscription be cceval with
the building, it marks it as a Jewish synagogne. That it and the
other building actually were such, is also evident from their resem-
blance to the ruined building at Meirfn, which the Jews still hold
to be a synagogue of their fathers. We afterwards found the remsins -
of similar edifices, marked by a very peculiar architecture, and seme
of them quite large, at Irbid, Tell Him, Kedes, and perhaps othep.
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places in Galidee. All this would seem to mark a condition of pros-
perity and wealth and influence among the Jews of Galilee during
the early centuries of the Christian era, of which neither their own
historians, nor any other, have given vs any account. These edifices
most have been coeval with their flourishing achools in Tiberias.

The next day (April 14th) took us first to Meir6n; whence, after
examining the sepulchres and the ancient synagogue, we turned our
course up the mountain west, and crossed the high ridge of Jebel
Jermiik and the next valley to Beit Jenn. This villuge lies high up
ou the declivity of the ridge west of the great valley here running
N. W. and forming one of the main beads of Wady el-Kiirn. Be-
yood this western ridge, in a basin from which goes out another great
beanch of Wady el-Kiirn, is the village Bukei'a, inhabited in part by
Jews oceupied with agricoltere. Ob this account they are supposed
by seme %0 be a remnant of the ancient Juwish inbabitants of the
laad, who have never been driven out by the later masters of the
country, whether Christians or Mohammedans.

Turning south from Beit Jenn we came out after half an hour
mpon the brow of a pass in the ridge of mountains here running from
E. w W. looking out over the whole of southern Galilee. This point
afforded ove of the widest and finest views we met with in our whole
journey. Some 1500 or 2000 feet below vs was the splendid plain
of Rameh (the Ramah of Naphtali) covered with groves of olive-
trees and thelds of grain; while beyond were other ridges and plains,
through which we were to pass. Through this long plain of Rimeh
roms the great road from ’Akka to Damascas.

Siogularly enough thie plain has no outlet at either end. Its
eastern part is drained through & gap in the southern ridge into the
next plain, and so through Wady Selldimeh to the lake of Tiberias.
The western portion is in like manner druined through a similar gap
in the same ridge into Wady Sha’ab, which runs down west to the -
plsin of 'Akka. On the southern ridge, east of the former gap, is a
high reunded prominence called Tell Huzfir, from a small ruin on its
N. W. declivity. This, also, cannot be the Hazor of Scripture und
Josephus ; for that was adjucent, not (like this) to the lake of Tibe-
rias, but 10 the waters of Merom or Samochonitis, now the Haleb.

‘We descended to RAmeh, lying atill high on the Jower and culti-
vated declivity of the moontain. It has few traces of antiquity.
‘We then creased the plain obliquely 8. E. and ascended the southern
ridge around the eastern side of Tell Hazdr, to the large village el-
MughAr apon its south-east side, overlooking the plain below. This
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place is probably ancient; but no corresponding name is found in
ancient writers. From this point we visited the ruin of Haséir, and
also ascended the Tell,

The plain now before ua does not, like that of Rameb, extend on-
broken between the ridges on the north and sonth throughout their
whole length; bat is divided near the middle by a lower ridge run-
ning obliquely across it from N. W. to S. E. between the two paral-
lel ridges. The eastern part was now before us, drained eastward by
‘Wady Sellameh, which comes in from the plain of Rameh, and enters
the lake of Tiberias as Wady er-Rubiidiyeh. It hias its name from
an ancient gite Sellameh on the weatern side of this part of the plain ;
the Selame or Selamss of Josephus.

From el-Mighar we mude a short day’s journey, descending and
crossing the plain on a S. W. course, and then crossing the oblique
ridge into the western portion of the plain. A ldarge part of this is
50 level that a lake is formed upon it in the rainy season ; while the
part further west is drained by the Wady Sha'ab to the western plain.
Keeping along on high ground near the southern hills, we came to
’Arriibeh, lying in a nook among these hills. It is doubtless the
Araba of Josephus. One hour further west, and in foll view, is
Stikhnin, the Sogans of that writer, and mentioned by him in eon-
nection with Araba. These names, as also Selame, are found in the
map of Galilee by Schultz; but are not cosrectly placed.

At ’Arribeh we were detained two nights; mainly on account of
the lameness of one of our horses. This at iast compelled vs to turn
down to 'Akka; which did pot lie in our original plan. We there-
fore went to Siklhinin, where are some ancient remains with bevelled
stones. From hence the direct road to ’Akka pusses by Mi'sr, on
the brow of the hills overlooking the western plain. We, however,
turned more to the right, in order to visit & ruin of which we had
heard, called Kttbarah. In this name may be recognized the Gabara
of Josephus, which he mentions ulong with Tiberias and Sepphoris,
as one of the three principal towns of Galilee. We made a great
descent to the bottom of Wady Sha’ab, at a point whence a good and
level road led to 'Akka; and there turned N. E. up the morshemn
ridge and across table land to the brow looking down into the plain
of Rameh. lere are the remains of Gabara, consisting of the ruins
of a large and strung fortress, with the walls and toundations of
houses, and cisterns, indicating an important place. The remains of
antiquity found here are much more extensive than those existimg
at Sefi'Grigh. Rameh was here in sight, bearing N. 75 E.
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On the way to *Akka we saw on our laft, among the lower hills,
the village of Kabdl; and aflerwards, far on our right, another vil-
lage on the declivity of the hills called *Amkah, on the south side of
the deep ravine now called Wady Jiddin, from the ruined castle of
that name on its north bank. Theae villages correspond in name to
the Cadul and Beth Emek of the tribe of Asher; and the deep val-
loy may then perbape be that of Jiphitha-el. Both these places had
beea seen and recoguized by Dr. Smith during a former journey.

‘We remained in ’Akks over Sunday ; and starting again on Mon-
day morning (April 19th) we took the road for the hills again, by
way of 'Abilin. Our guide, however, finding that we desired to visit
Jeflit (Jotapata), proposed to take us a shorter way by Timrah and
EKaukab. To this we assented, and climbed the rough acclivity back
of Tumrabh by a blind and unfrequented path, Jeflit is east of Kau-
kab; we reached it in 40 minutes, also by a blind path. This iso-
lated Tell, firat visited by Mr. Schultz, corresponds in every particu-
lar to the description of Josephus; but there exists not the slightest
indication, that a fortress or anything else ever stood upon it. The
surfaoe is-naked rock, with one or two small cisterns now used for
flocks; but not a trace of & wall or foundation of any kind. It is
shut out from any prospect by high hills on all sides, except that
through a narrow valley running down S. E. a small strip of the
plain el-Bisttauf is visible.

Down this valley we proceeded to the ruins of Cana of Galilee,
which lie as its mouth, on the edge of the hills which skirt tbe Biit-
tanf on the north. The remains are those of a large village with
well built houses, but without any special marks of antiquity. The
place i8 known as Kdna and Khsrbst Kédna to all the people of the
region round about, both Christians. and Muslims. We turned now
westward along the -base of the northern hills to Kefr Menda, and
encamped for the night.

The next day (April 20th) we passed through Seffirieh with its
ancient tower; and leaving its great fountain on our left, a favourite
eamping-ground of the hosts of the crusaders, we kept on S. W. to
Beit Labhm, the Bethlehern of Zebulon, a miserable village, with no
trace of antiquity but its name. It had already been visited by Dr.
Kally. We coatinued on to Jeida; and then crossed the great plain
of Eedraelon in the direction of Lejjfin, encamping for the night in
°the middle of the plain. Here we had on our right the mouth of
Wedy Milh, at the base of Carmel, up which valley a road from
"Akka leads and crosses the ridge to the plain of Sharon. Just at

You. X. No. 87, 11
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the mouth is & hill ealled Tell Kaim6n, in which is to be recognized
the Caman of Eusebius, situated six Roman miles from Legio tow-
ards Ptolemais. It is still near the road from Lejjiin to ’Akka.
May it also perhaps once have been the Jokneam of Carmel ?

The next morning we crossed the Mukiitta’ (Kishon) running over
a gravelly bed between banks from 15 to 20 feet high. Paseing
through tracts of the utmost fertility, we came at last to the great
Tell el-Mutesellim, which stands out in front of the hill, on the back
of which Lejjn is situated, This Tell affords & magnificent view of
the rich plain; and, as we looked towards Taanach, we became fully
persuaded that we had before us the battle-field of Deborah and Ba-
rak. Whether Megiddo lay upon this Tell, as some suppose, but of
which there is now no trace; or whether it lay upon the hill back,
the south side of which is now occupied by Lejjéin; it was at any
rate a sightly and important place, and might well give name to the
plain. The stream flowing down from Lejjin is still the largest
perennial tributary of the Kishon.

That Lejjn is the representative of the more ancient Megiddo,
there can be little doubt. M aximianopolis, to which Raumer assigns
the succession, partly because it is marked as on the route from Ce-
sarea to Jezreel (Zer'in), must have lain more to the east. We saw
afterwards the course of that route through the hills, more eastward ;
and saw, too, that for it to pass through LejjGn would be a large cir-
cuit towards the west. DMaximianopolis may not improbably have
lain at or near the large village Salim.

Near Lejjin passes the great road from Damascus to Ramleh and
Egypt. We followed it to the top of the pass, and then, without
descending, took a more south-easterly course to Um el-Fahm, on
the brow of a lLill looking towards the western plain. Hence we
proceeded, on high ground, south-eastward along the water-shed be-
tween the heads of valleys running to the northern and the western
plains, and came for the night to Ya'bud, on a hill overlooking an-
other beautiful plain extending far to the E. and N. E. and bending
round Ya'bud towards the west. Kar in the N. E. we had before
seen Kiibatiyeh; and in the nortbern part lies Kefr Kid, the ancient
Capharcotia of Ptolemy. Here, too, in the middle of the eastern
plain, we were delighted to find the name of Dothian (Dothan) ; it is
now a fine green Tell, with a fountain on its southern base, corres-
pouding entirely to the position assigned to it by Eusebius, twelve
Roman miles north of Samaria. We learned afterwards from Mr.
Van de Velde, that he too had unexpectedly lighted upon the place
some weeks earlier.
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In«this connection, we were told at Ya’bud, that the great road
from Beisdn and Zer'in to Ramleh and Egypt, still leads throngh this
plain, entering it west of Jentn, passing near Kefr Kfid, and bending
south-westward around Ya'bud to the western plain. It is easy to
see, therefore, that the Midianites, to whom Joseph was sold in
Dothan, had crossed the Jordan at Beisin, and were proceeding to
Egypt along the ordinary road. It is obvious, too, that Joseph's
brethren well knew the best places of pasturage. They had ex-
bansted that of the Miikhna by Shechem (Niblus), and had after-
wards repaired to the still finer pastures here around Dothan.

On the day after (April 22nd) we followed down the road by
which Joseph was carried away to Egypt, to Zeita and ’Attil on the
borders of the western plain; and then turned up again into the
mountains on the way to Sebfistiech and Niblue. We supposed we
were here upon Herod’s road from Cesarea to these places; and in
many parts there were evident traces of an ancient road, but we saw
nowhere any paved way. We spent the night at Ramin. The next
day, in crossing a rocky ridge some distance south of Sebilstieh, and
before we struck again our route of 1838, we found evident remains
of the ancient road over the ridge ; here were also columns and other
traces of an ancient site, now called Dibbarieb.

We spent the day in Nablus, and again visited the Samaritans.
Both the priests, father and son, whom we saw before, are still liv-
ing; but the elder seemed to be superannuated, and the younger is
now the acting head of his people. Learning that we desired to see
him, he came to us, conducted us to their place of worship, showed
us their manuscripts, and loaned of his own accord to Dr. Smith a
fine copy of their Arabic Version of the Pentateuch, to be used by
him in the new Arabic Version in which he is engaged.

From Niblus we bent our course again S. W. on the direct road
to Ramleh. We turned around the shoulder of Mount Gerizim by
Rafidieh, and passed by Kuryet Jit (the ancient Gitta), and Funduk,
leaving Fer'ata (Pirathon) at no great distance on onr left. As we
began gradually to descend towards the plain, we had at our left a
large and deep valley called Wady Kanah, which we may with
probability regard as the brook Kanah of the book of Joshua (17: 9),
the boundary between Epbraim and Manasseh. Lower down it takes
a different local name. We passed on by 'Azzin and down the long
‘Wady of that name to its entrance into the plain opposite Kilkilieh
and Kefr Saba. Turning left a little to Hableh on the low hills
soath of the Wady, we encamped over Sunday, in full view of Kefy



124 Outlines Iofa Journey in Polssins, [Jan.

Saba, and also of Jiljtlich further south. These are the Antdpairis
and western Gilgal of Seriptare, and were visited and described by
Dr. Smith in 1844.

At Hableh I was gratified at finding close by our tent an ancient
wine-press hewn in the rock. It was complete, with the upper shal-
low vat for treading the grapes, and the lower deeper one to receive
the liquid ; and might still be used, were there here grapes to tread.
At present there are no vineyards in all this region. I would have
given much to transport this wine-press in natura to London or
New York.

On the following Monday (April 26th) we prooeeded southward
along thie foot of the hills; crossing in a quarter of an hour from
Hableh the continuation ‘of the great Wady Kanah, here called W.
Zoktr and W. Khareish, from two sites of ruins on its banks. It
was here said to come from the south end of the plain el-Mikhna
It passes off south of Jiljfilieh, and joining the Wady from Kefr
Stba, goes to the *Anjeb. We had the great fountain of the Aujeh,
at Ras el’Ain, on our right in the low plain. From Mejdel Yaba
we turned S. W. into the plain, entered the Damascus road, and
eame on it to Renthieh. This village, so far as the name is con-
cerned, might well be held to be the ancient Arimathea ; but the his-
torical notices seem to fix that place, not in the toparchy of Lydda
where this village lies, but in that of Tibneh (ZVmnath, Thamna),
farther eastward.

We came to Lydda; and passed on by way of Kub@b to Yalo,
the ancient Ajalon.  The road lay much of the way along the Wady
’Atallah which drains the plain of Merj Ibn 'Omeir, and rons down
on the east and north of Lydda. Yalo we formerly saw from the
upper Beth-horon; and our view of it and the adjacent region was
correct ; except that the plain of Merj Ibn *Omeir is bounded by the
ridge, on the north side of which Yilo lies, and does not extend itself
towards the S. W. beyond Kubib, as we then supposed. The name
Ibn ’Omeir belongs to the district, and not specially to the plain.
We were told afterwards of a rnined place in the mountains esst of
Yalo, and not very far off, called Kefir. It probably is the site of
the ancient Chephiirah of the Gibeonites; but we heard of it only
too late to visit it.

We proceeded the next day to >Amwis, the ancient Emmaus o
Nicopolis, sitnated: between Ydlo and the Jerusalem road, twenty
minutes north of the latter. It i3 a poor village, with a fountsin,
and the rains of an ancient charoh, a fine structare of large hewn
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stonest It lies on a declivity, looking westward out over the great
plain.

Close upon the south side of the Jerusalem road is the Tell and
ruin of Latrén. The ruin is that of a fortress, some of the lower
parts of which appear to be Roman work. This is the place which
formerly was pointed out to us at Tell es-Safieh, as "Amwfis, From
it the latter Tell is visible. The Wady ’Aly, along which the Jeru-
salem road leads up the mountain to Siris, here bends around on the
south of Latr6n; and then turning N. W, it passes down east of
Kobéb to Wady ’Atallah.

We now kept on southward to Siir'a, the ancient Zorah, the birth-
place and residence of Semson. We saw it from the south on our
former journey, on a high peak overlooking the fine plain of Beth-
shemesh. We approached it now from the north, on which side the
elevation is not more than half as great. Some twenty minutes be-
fore reaching Zorah we came to a noble fountain, and afterward passed
1o less than twelve women toiling up to the village with jars of water
on their heads. This iz a very common sight in Palestine; but in
the present case the hill was very steep. We remembered, too, that
in all probability the mother of Samson must oftep have visited this
fountain, and toiled homeward with her jar of water in like manner.

Our object in visiting Zorah was to obtain a view of the country
between it and Jerusalem, and especially to ascertain the course of
the great valleys. We found the plain of Bethshemesh extending
up some diatance N. E. of Zorah into the mountains, and could see
the chasms of two great valleys running down into it. About K. S.
E. of us was the mouth of the great Wady which comes down by
Kuldnieh ; and farther north that of Wady Ghiirdb, one branch of
which begins near Saris, and another above Kuryet el-'Enab. On
the high ridge between this latter and the Wady of Kulonieb, lie
Séba and Kiistiil

We wished to proceed to Jerusalem along this same ridge, by
Kesla and S6ba; but, after starting, learned that the road was im-
practicable. The usual road from Siir'a is along the western decliv-
ity of the ridge of Saris to Wady 'Aly. We took this route at first ;
but tarned up by a very steep and difficalt ascent, and gnined the
top of the ridge at Mihsir, a flourishing village surrounded by olive-
groves, an hour W. S. W. of Siris. We kept along on the top of
the ridge, having a branch of Wady Ghiirib below us on the right,
to Saris; and thence took the ordinary and very dreary road to
Jerusalem by Kuryet el-'Enab, the ancient Kirjath Jearim. We

11*
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reached the city at 8 o’clock on the moming of April 28th, having
been more than three weeks on the way from Beirfit.

In Jerusalem and the vicinity we remained twelve days, diligently
occupied in examining the objects of: interest, and investigating the
varions questions connected with ancient topography. We constantly
enjoyed the kind attentions and ready assistance of Dr. McGowsn,
and other gentlemen eonnected with the English missions, as also
those of our own countryman, Dr. Barelay, now residing in Jerusa-
lém. For all these our best thanks are due. Bishop Gobat had
already left the country on a visit to England.

This is not the place to enter upon a discussion of the vexed gues-
tions connected with the historical topography of. the Holy City. I
may, however, be permitted to refer to a few particulars, which may
serve to show how the public mind has been misled by statements
and conclusions not founded on careful and correct observation.

First: In a published Plan of Jerusalem, to which are attached
the names of the English Engineers, Col. Aldrich and Lieut. Sy-
monds, the western wall of the Haram, or enclosure of the great
Mosk, is laid down with two retiring angles fowards its southern end ;
that is, so that it does not continue straight through its whole length,
but in its soutbern part first turns eastward by a right angle, and
then again by a second right angle. Great stress has been laid upon
this Plan, as constructed from actual survey by scientific: Engineers,
and therefore decisive as to the point in question. Yet it contradiets
the Plan of Mr. Catherwood, made from actual measurements in the
interior of the Haram, as well as all other Plans of the city before
or since. o

Through the kindness of Dr. McGowan we were able to make
some observations having a bearing on the subject. He and Mr.
Calman accompanied us to the barracks, the residence of the military
Governor of the city, at the N. W. corner of the Haram, from the
roof of which there is a near view of the whole interior. Here not
only the general view showed that the western wall is straight
throughout, but a special circumstance added strength to the convic-
tion. We had already noticed two eypress-trees standing jost inside
of this wall near the S. W. corner of the Haram, and south of the
house of Abu Sa’fid, so called. These two trees we could now see
standing in a line with the northern part of the wall, as we looked
along the latter.—We afterwards repaired to the house of Aba Sa’td,
to which the professional services of Dr. McGowan had procured for
us a ready admission. It is built directly upon the western wall, at
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seme distance from thie southern end, and is partly without and partly
within the enclosure of the Haram ; a passage being broken through
the wall in each story. We were introduced into the uppermost
room, where from the windows there is a view of the wall further
north, and of the aonthern part of the enclosure. We were also con-
ducted throogh the buildings in the S. W. corner of the Haram ; but
not of course to any place where we shonld be exposed to public
view. The result was as before, that the western wall is straight
throughout. Such, too, was the testimony of the very intelligent
owners of the honse; one of whom occupied the post of Secretary
under the goversmment, and had charge of the census.

After all this, I can only repeat the expression of my surprise,
that the names of scientific Engineers could ever have been attached
to the publication of so manifest an error. .

Second. In respect to the Valley of the Tyropoeon, so called by
Josephus, the new theory, first broached since 1840, and coatradie-
tory to the current views of all former centuries, transfers the begin-
ning of this valley from the Yéfa gate to the Damascus gate. This
is really a question of interpretation, between the supporters of this
hypothesis and Josephus. But so long as, with one voice, they follow
him in making Zion terminate at the street leading down from the
Yafa gate, all the laws of philology and hermeneutics require that
they should follow him further, and like him make the Tyropoeon
and then Akra lie adjacent to Zion. By no law of language can it
be justified, that one part of the historian’s description should be fol-
lowed, and another part left out of view.

Third. In connection with this transfer of the T'yropoeon, it has
been asserted, thas there is no ridge north of Zion, and no rise of
ground in that direction. This statement needs correction. The
street which runs north in the rear of the Charch of the Sepulohre,
riges very considerably in that portion of it; although at its southern
end it appears to decline northward. But just at this southern end
is the Greek church of St. John, bengath which there has been dug
out a chapel, standing on ground at least twenty-five feet below the
present level of the two streets at that point. In the Bazaars, the
water is conducted off by a sewer running toward the south, and
further north opposife to the Chureh of the Sepulchre, the main street
is carried along a covered passage cut through a ridge of solid rock.
— Turning down at the south end of this covered passage, along the
street leading by Helena’s Hospital, so called, we enter on the left the
court of the Prussian Consul, and sseend by two flights of steps to
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his garden and dwelling (formerly Mr. Lanneau’s) on the same ridge.
Following the same street further down, we find it crossing very ob-
liquely the crest of the descending ridge.— If agmin from the street
ronning south along the bottom of the depression or valley, one enters
the street next south of that just described, he first ascends west
rather steeply; the street then turns north, and he ascends quite as
steeply, until it turns west again. Here another street comes into it
_ from the south up a rather steep ascent. From all this it appears
that there is on the north of Zion a rocky ridge, on which the Chureh
of the Holy Sepulchre stands, and which ends below in a rather
broad point, about in a line between the said church and the great
Mosk. This is the ridge, which with the adjacent tract, according
to the description of Josephus, must be regarded s Akra

That the Tyropoeon itself, probably a narrow ravine, shonld no
longer exist in its former depth, is not surprising, when we consider
the immense masses of rubbish with which the city is everywhere
covered. The excavated chapel under the Church of St. John shows
how enormous has been the accumulation along the very line in
question.

Fourth. TIn connection with the same transfer of the Tyropoeon,
have been adduced the channels of living water said to enter the
city by the Damascus gate. That a report is current among the na-
tive inhabitants, that a trickling of water may sometimes be heard at
that gate, we formerly learned and have related ; and the same story
is now repeated every day. But we never found a person, who pro-
fessed that he himself had ever heard this trickling ; neither a native
nor much less a Frank. Yet it may well be true, and that without
being wonderful, seeing there are two large cisterns just by the gate.
But in addition to this supposed channel, one writer asserts that just
outside of the Damascus gate, on the right hand, is a large reservoir
of living water flowing into the city, from which several fountains were
formerly supplied. Another writer speaks of a well of living water
in the Church of the Flagellation, and regards it as connected with
this channel at the Damascus gate. Both writers appeal also to the
taste of these waters, as resembling that of the waters of Siloam.

It seemed important to prove the accuracy of these statements.
‘We went, therefore, to the Damascus gate, in company with some of
our friends, and found not only a cistern on the right side of the gate,
but also one on the left side. They are both, however, merely ordi-
nary cisterns qf rain-water, filled by the water which runs from the
roads and fields above, and is conducted into them by small channels
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or furrows on the surface of the ground ; these we saw. We tasted
of the water in the right hand cistern ; it had, indeed, a flavor some-
what like that of Siloam, but it was here merely the taste of impure
water. We then tasted of water from the other cistern, and found
it almost putrid. We afterwards repaired to the Church of the
Flagellation. In the quter court is a large cistern of good rain-
water collected from the roofs and courts. In an inner court is a
swaller reservoir; and the attendant began to relate how the water
in it was never exhausted, and never stood higher nor lower in the
reservoir. We tasted it, and found again the Siloam flavor. But
looking at the water which had just been drawn up, we perceived
that it was full of the wriggling worms and other animalculae found
in impare rain-water. Here, then, was another ordinary cistern,
and the peculiar taste was aceounted for.

Fifth. Of the second wall of the city, Josephus says, that it began
at the “ Gata Gennath” in the first wall, and ran “ ciraling” around
to the fortress Antonia. The gate Gennath has therefore usually
and naturally been regarded as situated near the tower of Hippicus.
Bat the modern theory removes this gate eastward to & point in the
wall along the brow of Zion, fromr which the said second wail would
run northward along the street of the Baszaars. The grounds and
- arguments brought forward in aid of this view by its two earliest
supporters, have all been rightly rejected by the latest, with the ex-
ception of two; and these would seem to be hardly more tenable
than the reat. These are the tradstion of two gates along this line ;
one the Porta judiciaria, so called, on the Via dolorosa, the other on
the brow of Zion. Now as to the Porta judiciarsa, withont which
the whole argument falls to the ground, there is no appearance nor
evidence that a gate ever stood in that spot; & single lone column
does not of itself imply a gate. And forther, of the Via doloross
itself, now held to be so authenticated by tradition, there is no his-
torical trace until long after the crusrades. On the contrary, his-
torical documents clearly show, that in the thirteenth century the
streets now go called were known among the Christians by other
names.

In opposition to such a conrse of the second wall, we have, first,
the manifest absurdity of supposing, that s wall for the defence of the
city would be carried along the middle of a declivity, where it wonld
everywhere be commanded by higher ground outside. Then, too, we
know from Josephbus, that there was a gate by which water was
bronght into the tower of Hippious; of conrse it was near Hippicus.
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In describing the approaches of Titus, after he had taken the third
or outer wall, the historian speaks of the next wall (the second) as
extending up to this gate. Hence we have the second wall described
in two opposite directions ; once, as beginning at the gate Gennath
and running northward; and again, as running southward up to
the gate near Hippicus. The inference is conclusive, that the gate
Gennath and the gate by Hippicus were identical.

Sixth. One writer regards the course of the third or outer wall
of Josephus as having been, in the main, the same with that of the
present northern wall, and denies that the ancient city extended far-
ther north than the limits of the modern one. But the multitude of
ancient cisterus existing over a large tract outside of the present wall
on the north, and in no other quarter, prove conchisively, that a very
considerable extent of ground was here occupied of old by the streets
and dwellings of a portion of Jerusalem.

From these sixz specimenas it will be obvious, that I did not find the
statements and hypotheses of recent writers sufficiently supported by
observation, to lead me to any important change in the views of the
topography of Jerusalem expressed in my former work, and current
for centuries. I might go on to add other like examples, but must
leave them for another opportunity.

From these specimens, too, it might possibly be inferred, that these
recent inquiries have been carried on, not so mach with a desire to
arrive at the simple truth, as to find support for preconceived opin-
ions or favourite hypotheses. The anthority of tradition, it might be
gaid, was at all events to be sustained, even when unsupported by
any evidence from history.

From Jerusalem we made an excursion of a day to the Wady el-
‘Werd (Valley of Roses) and its three fountains, sonth-west from the
city. One of its main heads is in the Plain of Rephaim; and the
valley enters the great Wady of Kulonieh near a village called *Akfir,
The valley has its name from the extensive fields of roses cultivated
in it. The fountains are ‘Ain Yalo, ’Ain Hantyeh (St. Philip’s),
and that of Bittir; the latter being much the largest. We passed
near the Convent of the Cross in going out, and returned by Welejeh
and the ridge above the village and Convent of 'Ain Kérim,

Another excursion of two days took us to the neighbourhood of He-
bron. In our former journey we had been compelled to hasten over
the road between Hebron and Jerusalem without a guide; and hence
it had been in some respects our least satisfactory day in Palestine.
We now took the same road, stopping at Urtds on our way, where
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Mr. Meghullam now cultivates rich and well watered fields along the
bottom of the valley. The German colonists who were here two
years ago, were in his employ, but are since scattered. We went also
to Bethzur, and visited again the vast and inexplicable foundations
at Ramebh, as also the remains upon the hill. Thence returning to
Halhil, we encamped for the night near its sightly Mosk.

On our return to Jerusalem next day, we kept along as near as
possible to the western brow of the mountains. 'We passed throogh
Beit Ummar and near to Jedir, and afterwards came to Beit Sak&-
rieh, on a high and almost isolated promontory, overlooking the wes-
tern region of lower hills. It bears every appearance of having onee
been a strong and impregnable fortress. It is without doubt the site
of the ancient Bethzacharia of Josephus and the historian of the
Maccabees ; since, besides the identity of name, ita position relative
to Bethzur is precisely the one required by the accounts of those
writers. We passed on through the little village el-Khiidr, and struck
the road from Hebron to Jerusalem just west of Bethlehem.

On the 10th of May we left Jerusalem to proceed northward, and
reaching the brow of Scopus I turned and looked upon the Holy City
for the last time on earth. We hastened on, leaving on our right the
conspicuous Tuleil el-Fal, the ancient Gibeah of Saul, and came to
Ramah of Benjamin. Thence we turned eastward to the Tombs of the
Amalekites (so called), in the low plain in the valley north of Hiz-
meh. These are merely four low heaps of rough stones in the form
of long parallelograms; the largest is 102 feet long by 27 feet broad,
and three or four feet high. There is no appearance of antiquity
about them, nor of any sepulchral character. Our guide from er-
Ram called them Kubfir Isra'in (Tombs of the Israelites), but we
heard also the other name.

We kept on in the same direction to Khirbet el-Haiyeh (Serpent),
' on the ridge between this valley and Wady Suweinit, near the south-
ern brow of the latter. This place, on account of the name, has re-
cently been brought forward as the site of the ancient Ai. But there
is no affinity between the two names; since Ai contains the tenacious
letter Ayin, which the other has not. .And further, Ai was near to
Bethel, and of easy access from it; but this spot is at least nearly
three hours distant from Bethel, and the deep and difficult Wady es~
Suweinit lies between. There is here no valley on the west, except
the low open plain we had traversed ; while towards Jeba’ there is &
ridge.

We turned now to Jeba', the ancient Geba, and again crossed the
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deep valley to Mitkhmas, passing in it the two steep hills, the scene
of Jonathan’s adventure with the Philistines’ garrison. They struok
us now, more than before, as well adapted for such outposts. At
Mikhmis we encamped; and next day pessed on over the rocky
Tell of Riimmsn, and along the declivity below Taiyibeh on the
west, to Deir Jerir. Here we entered upon new ground, which as
yet is a blank in the maps. We crossed obliquely a very high ridge,
and came in about an hour to Kefr Malik, on a high point overlook-
ing the deep Wady going down to the Aujeh. Crossing this and
ascending again to a higher uneven plateau, we came in an hour
more to el-Mughaiyir, a large village; and in another hour to Dau-
meh, the Kduma of Kusebius; here we encamped. From a hill just
by, we had a wide view of the Ghér directly below us, and of the
ridge of Kiirn es-Stirtabeh not far distant in the E. N. E. Just under
our feet, in an offset from the Ghoér, was Fusiil, the site of the ancient
Phasiielis.

The next morning, after crossing the main branch of the great
Wady Fusiil, we came to Mejdel, a very old place, with an exten-
sive view of the Ghor, and a nearer one of Kiirn es-Stirtabeh. An
bour and a half brought us now to *Akrabeh, a large and flourishing
town, which of old gave its name to the toparchy of dcrabattene.
The situation is fine, on the base of a high ridge on the northern side
of an open valley or plain, which just here has its water-shed ; run-
ning down east to Wady Ahmar under Kitrn es-Siirtabeh ; and also
weet, a8 Wady Bir Jenib, by Kiibelan to the western plain. From
’Akrabeh we took a circuitous route northward by Yanin to the 8.
E. corner of the little plain of Salim, east of Niblus; and then de-
scending and passing through Beit Firik, we crossed the water-bed
of the Miikhna running through the west end of the little plain, and
came to Nablus for the night.

The following day (May 18th) we turned again N. E. towards the
Ghor. At the mouth of the valley of Niblus, on the north side, are
the ruins of a village called ’Askar, which name has sometimes been
compared with the Sychar of the New Testament. It has, however,
the letter Agsn, which precludes any such affinity. We passed on
northwards along the plain; which is here narrow, and soon breaks
down by a deep and singular gorge to the Wady Féri'a and its wide
rolling tract. 'We turned more to the left, and ascended steeply to
Tiillazah, lying north of Mount Ebal, and surrounded by immense
olive-groves. This seems to be the ancient 7¥rzah, for a time the
residence of the kings of Israel, though it now bears few marks of a
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royal metropolis. Hence we crossed the branches and intervening
higher plains of Wady Fari’a to Tabés, in two and a half hours.
This is the Thebez of Scripture; where Abimelech met his death,
It lies on a declivity looking east, and has a fine plain with olive-
groves before it. 'We kept on for less than a hour further to Teyasir,
a small village, and there stopped for the night.

This village i3 near the head of Wady el-Milih, which we followed
next day down to the Ghar, climbing on our way to the ruins of a
fortress of moderate size, Kiisr ¢l-Milih, once commanding a pass,
The descent is here very gradual; the hills become lower and lower,
and by degrees lose themselves in the plain. In Wady el-Milih are
springs of saltish water, blood-warm, and in its lower part is a run-
ning stream. As it crosses the Ghor to the Jordan, there is on its
northern side a broad low swell, extending from the ‘western hilla
quite to the upper banks of the Jordan ; the river being here crowded
quite to the eastern part of the Ghor. We kept along upon this
swell, and came at its extremity to a low hill, on which are the slight
remains of S&kft, a name corresponding to the ancient Succoth. It
looks down upon the lower valley of the Jordan, here a plain of some
width; the place and banks of the stream are seen, but not the water
itself. )

‘We now turned N. W, through a lower portion of the plain, exhib-
iting the utmost fertility, and covered with the rankest vegetation.
The grass and weeds came up to our horses’ backs, and the taller
thistles often rose above our heads, as we rode along. On the higher
plateau, nearer the western mountains, the inhabitants of Ttibas and
other villages cultivate wheat. They were now in mid harvest; and
we pitched our tent by the side of a colony from Tabas, who were
dwelling in tents and booths, with their women and children, horses
and donkies, dogs and poultry. 'What struck us here especially were
the many fountains and brooks in this part of the Ghér, furnishing
an abundant supply of water, and giving rise to a most luxuriant
fertility. ‘

Here we bargained with two young Sheikhs from Tibas, active
and intelligent men, to take us on an excursion of a day across the
Jordan. Our object was to ascertain whether any place or ruin called
Yabis (Jabesh) still existed on or near Wady Yibis; and in that
way determine, if possible, whether the ruins at Tibiikat Fahil were
those of Pella. FEusebius gives the distance of Jabesh from Pella at
gix Roman miles, on the way to Gerasa (Jerash). We proposed to
go first to Kefr Abil (not Bil), which lies high on the side of the
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mountain, not very far distant from the probable position of Jabesh
Gilead ; rince the men of Jabesh had gone down by night to Beisin,
and carried off the bodies of Saul and Jonathan.

We rose very early (May 15th), and, sending onr muleteers to
Beisian, directed our, course to the ford not far north of Sakt. De-
scending the steep upper bank of the Jordan, here 150 feet high, and
crossing the low alluvial plain, which our guides said was never over-
flowed, we came to the ford. A narrow island, covered with rank
vegetution, here divides the river into two branches; the eastern one
being much the largest. The stream was rapid, and the water came
up high on the sides of the horses. Having got safely over, we as«
cended at once the ateep eastern upper bank, and crossed obliguely
the narrow plain to the foot of the mountains, to reach the mouth of
Wady Yibis. As we approached the first hills, we found ourselves
suddenly surrounded by twenty or thirty armed men. They proved
to be from the village of Farah on the mountain, and were here to
harvest their wheat in the plain. They had recently helped to drive
away the officer sent to enforce the conscription in their district; and
they had now bLeen watching us, thinking we might perbaps be com-
ing from the government on a like errand. They were acquainted
with our Sheikhs, and finding all right, they took us to their encamp-
ments on the south bank of Wady Yabis, gave us coffee, and brought
us brend and leben, which we left to our guides.

We now began to ascend the mountain by a smaller Wady just
north of the Yibis. After half an Lour, the hills became higher and
greener; and vak trees, the oaks of Bashan, began to appear, scat~
tered like orchards upon the hills. After more than an hour, we
came out upon A prominent poiat, affording an extensive view over
the whole northern Ghér, from Kiirn es-Stirtabeh to the Lake of
“Tiberias. The whole southern part, from the Kiirn to the Dead Sea,
I had already seen. This eminence proved to be the brow of the
first plateau of the mountain, along which we ascended very gradu-
ally through a region of the utmost verdure and beauty and fertility,
to Kefr Abily near the foot of the next high ridge.

We found it deserted. The inhabitants had been implicated with
those of Farah in the matter of the conscription ; and seeing Franks
approaching, (an event of unusual occurrence,) they had all left the
village. They were, however, not far off, and soon returned.

Wady Yibis is a mile or more south of this village. It breaks
down from the higher ridge by a deep glen, in which is a place of
ruins called Makldb, as bhaving been “overturned.” It was said to
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have no columns. Lower down on the Wady, about south from us,
and on a hill on the south side of the valley, i3 another ruin called
ed-Deir; it is on the road from Beisiin to Helaweh and Jerash, and
has columns. This latter ruin seems to correspond well to the site
of ancient Jabesh Gilead ; but the name Yabis now exists only as
applied to the Wady.

‘We now turned to descend the mountain by a more northern path
leading directly towards Beisin; computing, that if the ruins at Tu-
biikat Fahil were those of Pells, we ought to reach the spot in about
two hours. Our road to Beisin passed ten minutes north of the
ruins; and we were opposite to them in just two hours. But our
guides knew them only as el-Jerm ; and we went on ten minutes fur-

“ ther before turning off to them. They lie upon a low hill or mound,
having a broad area on its top, surrounded by higher hills except on
the west, where is a plain, which also runs up on the north side of
the hill or mound described. As we approached from the north, we
eame upon ruins in the low plain, with many fragments of columns.
The area on the hill is covered with like remains, and others are also
seen below in the western plain. Below the hill, on the S. E. quar-
ter, there is a large fountain, which sends off a stream towards the
S. W. Near it was a small temple, of which two columns are still
standing, and the valley below is full of oleanders. ¥'rom men on
the spot we learned that the name of the place itself is Fuhil; the
word T'ibitkah (meaning a story of a house, a terrace) being hers
applied to the narrow plain which stands out like a terrace in front
of the hills, several hundred fect above the valley of the Jordan
below. .

This situation of this spot in relation to Beisin and Wady Yébis,
the extensive remains obviously of a large city, the copious fountains,
and also the name, left no doubt upon our minds, that we were stand-
ing on the site of ancient Pella. The ruins were discovered and vis-
ited by Irby and Mangles in 1817, but no idea of any connection
with Pella suggested itself to their minds” Since that time no Frank
traveller has visited the =pot. The first public suggestion of the
identity of the place with Pella, was given in Kiepert’s Map of Ial-
estine, in which the name of Pella is inserted with a query. Our
main object was now accomplished, in thus verifying the correctness
of Kiepert's suggestion. Mr. Van de Velde, whom we had met again
at Nablus, accompanied us on this excursion at our invitation.

Descending from the terrace five or six hundred fcet to the plain
below, we came to the ford of the Jordan. Hecre are in fuct three
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fording places, of which that lowest down is said to be the easiest;
but we found it deeper and more rapid than the ford of the morning.
The Sheikhs proposed, and we assented, that one of them on foot
should lead our horses one by one across. In this way we crossed
safely ; the water coming up almost to the horses’ backs. 'We pushed
on rapidly through the glorious plain to Beisan, where our tent was
pitched, and we remained over Sunday. This was our hardest day’s
work in Palestine.

Beisiin has a splendid position; just where the great valley or
plain of Jezreel sinks down by an offset or gradual declivity of a
hundred feet or more to the Ghar. Just on the brow of this declivity
is the village and also many remains of the ancient city. But the
Tell or acropolis is ten minutes further north, near the stream of
Jaliid coming from the west, which passes down at the north foot of
the Tell. On the south of the Tell are numerous columns still stand-
ing, and the very perfect remains of a large amphitheatre. All the
roins (except the columns) are of black basaltic stones; and the Tell
is also of the same character, and black.

On Monday morning we left the direct road to Zer'in on our right,
and struck off to the foot of the mountains of Gilboa, to a site of ruins
called Beit Iifa, which had been already visited by Schultz. The
remains are those of a small place; there are two or three ancient
sarcophagi. It could never have been a fortress of importance,
since it lies in the plain directly at the foot of the high mountain.
Whether it was the Bethulia of the book of Judith, is at least
doubtful.

We now passed on across the plain to Kfimieh, and came near
geiting our animals mired in the soft bottom of the Jalad. At Tim-
rah we crossed the line of hills extending from the Little Hermon
eastward to Kankab, and descended so as to pass along the eastern
foot of Tabor, to the Khfin and Lfibieh. Here we encamped.

From Lfibieh we came next morning to the Hajar en-Niisrlny,
where our Lord is said (in monkish tradition) to have fed the four
thousand. My object at this place was to obtain the view of Caper-
naum described by Arculfus; as this seemed naturally to be the
point of which he speaks. Thence we descended to Irbid, at the
upper end of Wady Hamm. The remains are not important ; but
among them are the columns and some other portions of an ancient
Jewish Synagogue, of the same type with those at Kefr Bir'im and
Meir6n. We now passed down Wady Hamim, beneath its frowning
precipices, with the caverns of the fortress Kiil'at Ibn Ma'an, and en-
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tering our former ronte at the Round Fountain, followed it to Khiin
Minyeh. Here I was more impressed than formerly with the extent
and character of the adjacent ancient site ; and the neighboring foun-
tain, 'Ain el-Tin, is fine and cold.

On the promontory beyond is a deep channel cut in the rock, now
serving as a road, but obviously once an aqueduct conveying water
from Tibighah to irrigate the plain. At Tabighah the water was
formerly raised to an elevated head in a massive reservoir ; but there
are no traces of the intermediate channel. At Tell Ilim we at once
recognized in the sculptured rcmains, which formerly had puzzled us,
another ancient Jewish structure, like those at Meiron and Kefr
Birim, and the largest and most elaborute of all.

At Tell Him we turned up from the lake along a shallow Wady
coming down from the N. W. in order 1o visit a site of ruins cailed
Keriizeh. An hour brought us to the place. The remains are merely
the basaltic foundations and walls of a poor village. In aside valley,
five minutes N. I, is a small fountain called Bi'r Keriizeh. 'This
name may be compared with the ancient Chorazin; but the latter
place, according to Jerome, appears to have been eituated on the
shore of the lake (in litore maris sita), and the remains scem too
unimportant.

We now struck up into the road running north from the Khin
Jubb Yfisuf along the eastern foot of the Safed hills to the Hiileh.
After a long hour, we turned up for the night to Ja’tineh, a village
lying high on the declivity of the western hills and overlooking the
Hileh, but still at some distance south of the lake.

Our road next day continued along this declivity, passing through
or near several villages and places of ruins. Among the latter was
Kiisyiin, of which we had before heard. Coming at length to the
deep Wady Hendaj, we were obliged to descend to the plain and
cross its mouth. But we soon again began to ascend on' the road to
Kedes, and coming out upon the platean on which Kedes lies, we
turned off S. W. to visit el-Khureibeh, a Tell with ruins south of
Kedes, and overlooking the gorge of Wady Hendaj from the north.
T have formerly suggested, that possibly this spot may have been the
Hazor of Seripture, which is twice mentioned as on the south of
Kedes; nor have I since found any more probable site.

We passed on to Kedes over the fine plain, in which, below the

- village, are some remarkable sarcophagi, and two ruined structures.
The easternmost of these is of the Jewish type already mentioned.
The situation of Kedes is eplendid; but the water of its copious

12*
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fountains is regarded as unhealthy, and the place was now deserted.
We encamped for the night at the large village of Meis.

The next morning brought us to Hinta ; the road affording on the
way extensive views, as far as to Tibnin on our left, and over the
lake and plain of the Hileh on our right. Hinin is evidently an
ancient gite; but there are no data by which to ascertain its ancient
name. It lies in a notch of the ridge, looking towards the east;
while towards the west a valley runs down from it to the Litdny.
Our way now continued north along the high ground, leaving Abil
and Mutiillah on our right, and Kefr Kily on our left, until we de-
scended into the fine oval basin of Mer) 'Ayfn. Crossing this, we
came to Tell Dibbin in its northern part, so called from a neighbor-
ing village. There are remains of an ancient town at its northern
base ; and there seem to be good reasons for regarding it as the site
of ancient Jjon. 'L'be Tell is ninety feet high.

‘We here fell into the road from Sidon by the Jisr Khiirdelah to
Hasbeiya, and continued on over a high plain, till it descended into
‘Wady et-Teim at the Khén. Here this valley opens out to a very
fertile oval basin, full of tillage and fruit trees. Three quarters of
an hour from the Khian brought us to the ford of the Hasbény, lead-
ing to Hasbeiya. The bridge is ten minutes higher up, and the great
fountain some thirty rods above the bridge. The river was running
with a fine full stream, coming wholly from the fountain. We passed
up the rough and rocky Wady Busis, and came in thirty-five minutes
to Hasbeiya, situated in the S. W. quarter of the great ampbitleatre
which forms the head of that valley. This was on Thursday, May
20th.

Here the Rev. W. M. Thomson from Sidon was awaiting us, and
Dr. Smith left me and returned to Beir(it. But the exhaustion
caused by rapid travelling during the excessive heat had brought on
an illness, which detained me at Hasbeiya until the next Tuesday.

On that day (May 25th) Mr. Thomson and myself set off for Bé-
nilis by way of the chasm of the Litany below Biirghtiz. There had
been reports of robberies committed by Druzes in the vicinity of Bi-
nifs ; and we took the precaution to obtain a letter from the principal
Druze Sheikh in Hasbeiya, who also sent with us three of bis men.
But we heard nothing more of robbers, though there was no question
that the reports were true.

We struck first by Kaukaba over to the bridge of Biirghiiz. Be-
low this.bridge the river meets a ridge or spur running out from
Lebanon, and cleaves it obliquely and almost lengthwise to its base.
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‘We kept along, without path, as near as we could on the top of the
thin left hand ridge above the chasm, to Beldt. The depth below us,
as we rode slong, was from 1000 to 1200 feet; at Belat Mr Thom~
son had, a few days before, found the height of the precipitous bank
alone to be 800 feet by the aneroid. The whole chasm bears a great
resemblance to that of the river Salzach at the Pass Lueg, on the
way from Salzburg to Gastein. At Belit the chasm turns S. W. at
a right angle, and becomes still more precipitous. After cutting thue
through the ridge, the river again turns south and flows on by Kil'at
esh-Shakif.

‘We now kept along by way of Dibbin and Judeideh, visited again
Tell Dibbin, and then ascended the eastern hill to Khiyam, the chief
place of Merj ’Ayfin, where we encamped. It commands a view
both of the Merj on the west, and of the lower and more open part
of Wady et-Teim, and the upper portion of the Hileh, on the east.
Here, as in all the region round about, the traveller has continually
before him the lofty ridges aod snowy summits of Jebel esh-Sheikh,
the Hermon of Scripture. There are two summits, as here seen,
of which the north-eastern one is the highest.

From Khiyam our course was to Tell el-Kidy fording the Hasbany
in its deep channel just north of Ghiijar on its east bank. The bridge
of that name is some distance farther down the river. Tell el-Kady
is apparently the crater of an extinct voleano; portions of the rim are
still visible. From under its S. W. side gushes out at once an im-
mense stream of the purest water; while another smaller one rises
within the crater and rushes down further south through a break in
the rim, These streams together form the middle and largeat arm
of the Jordan, called Leddﬁn, equal, indeed, in the volume of its
water to both the other branches.

From this point we made an excursion into the lower Hiileh, in
order to ascertain whether there was any junction of the streams be-
fore entering the Jake. We expected to traverse much marshy
ground, and were surprised to find only a most beautiful tract of
plain, superabundantly watered indeed by channels from the various
streams of the Jordan, but not now miry ; the whole was of exuberant
fertility, like the Ghor around Beisin. But the Hfleh exhibits far
more tillags. We came first upon the stream from Bfoids and
forded it twice in its windings; then to its junction with the Ledddn,
which comes down in two arms ; and lastly, further down comes in the
Husbiny. From this point, which is some distance above the lake,
the river runs to the latter as one stream. We returned and pitched
our tent at Banifa.
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BhniAs lies in the angle of the monntains, on a beantifal terrace,
500 feet higher than Tell el-KAdy. The brow of the terrace is
nearly twenty minutes west of the town, and extends as far as to the
great chasm of the Wady 'Asal coming down from Jebel esh-Sheikh.
Eaat of the town runs up a high and thin ridge, which seems cut off
from the shoulder of Jebel esh-Sheikh by the deep and wild gorge of
Wady Khushdbeh, which comes out upon the terrace around the
west end of the said ridge. Just here, from under the lower ex-
tremity of this ridge, and in no direct connection with Hermon,
bursts forth the famous fountain, of the purest and most sparkling
water, sending forth a stream two thirds as large as the Leddan.
On a high point of the same ascending ridge stands the ruined cas-
tle of Banias, the Kiil'at ¢s-Subeibeh of Arabian writers. On the
south side of the town comes down Wady Za’arah with a brook,
which nnites below with the stream from the fountain.

The following day we devoted to an excursion to the lake Phiala,
now Birket er-Rim, returning by way of the castle. At first we
passed up along Wady Za'arah; then in a strait course by *Ain Kiin-
yeh over the high ridge above that village; whence we again de-
scended and crossed Wady Za'arah here coming from the N. E. and
swecping round in a circuit through the ridge till it turns N. W,
The lake is a short distance beyond, just two hours from Baniis, in
a direction nearly E. by S. It lies in a depression like a howl, 200
or 250 feet lower than the adjacent tract, and is not less than a mile
in diameter. It was probably once a crater; the shores are every-
where volcanic.  Millions of frogs and innumerable leeches are the
tenants of its stagnant sliray waters. Some ducks were swimming on
its surface, and a hawk was pursuing them.

We struck off now N. N. W. without path to gain the top of the
rilge bafore mentioned, crossing on our way the lower end of Merj
Sheikh Yafiry, a little plain coming down S. W. from under the
very base of Jebel esh-Sheikh, which here drops down at once pre-
cipitously from its south-western rummit to this plain, 3500 to 4000
feet. The pluin forms the head of Wady Za'arah. Having gained
the top of the ridge, we descended and pnssed along a lower neck or
cross ridge, extending from it to that on which the castle stands.
On this, twenty-five minutes E. S. E. of the castle, we came to a
grove of venerable onks, among which is the tomb of Sheikh Othman
Haziry. This spot has also been assumed as the site of ancient
Hazor; but the ground is in its native state, and was obviously never
built upon. This was the third HazGr or HazGry, which I had
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visited ; neither of which can possibly have been the Hazor of
Seripture.

The castle is the most extensive and best preserved ancient for-
tress in all Palestine. It is very long, though narrow ; and the east~
ern and highest part forms of itself a separate citadel, with walls and
towers more massive and impregoable than the rest. It was origi-
nally built wholly of stones finely bevelled; and in the eastern por-
tion, especially, there has been little change. The patch-work of
the times of the crusaders is visible in many parta; but other pore
tions of earlier ruins remain untouched.—A very steep and rapid de-
scent from the castle, down the south side of the ridge and along ita
base, took us to Bénifs in fifty minutes.

‘We returned next day (May 28th) to Hasbeiya. The road kept
along the southern base of esh-Sheikh to the mouth or plain of Wady
et-Teim, and then turned N. by E. In a little more than half an
hour from this point, we turned off and climbed for forty minutes the
almost precipitous mountain on our right to a place of ruins called -
Kul’at Bustra. This is a singular spot; it was not a fortress nor a
town, but rather a religious site, a collection of temples. These were
small, indeed, and rude, but we made out not less than four distinctly,
and there must probably have been more.

Our road lay by Rasheiyat el-Fiikhir, renowned for its pottery;
and thence to Hibbariyeh, situated at the mouth of the great chasm
of Wady Shib’ah, where it issues from the west side of Jebel esh-
Sheikh. In this enormous gorge, high vp in Hermon, lies the vil-
lage of Shib’ah, which sends out its 25,000 goats to pasture through-
ont the higher parts of the mountain. In Hibbartyeh, and fronting
this magnificent chasm, stands a beautiful and well preserved ancient
temple, built of large bevelled stones, some of them fifteen feet long.
It is of the same general type with that at Deir el-Kiil’ah, but less
massive and less simple.

We came by *Ain Jiirfa to Hasbeiya, crossing the high ridge on
the south of the town. From the bed of Wady Shib’ah below *Ain
Jiirfa we ascended 992 feet to the top of this ridge, and then de-
scended 550 feet to Hasbeiya. These measurements had been made
by Dr. De Forest with the aneroid a few days previously.

On the following Monday (May 31st) we started again on the way
to Damascus, accompanied by Mr. John Wortabet. We crossed the
bed of the Hasbfny above the fountain, where only a small thread of
water was trickling among the stones, and ascended the ridge ed-
Dahar, which divides Wady et-Teim from the valley of the Litdny.
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Along the top of this ridge runs a path, which we took for an hour
north-easterly, and then left it and descended obliquely to Yiithmaor
on the east bank of the Litany. Half an hour up the river from thia
village is the KGweh, a natural bridge over the Litiny, at the bottom
of a wild chasm. The road to it is now not more difficult than many
others, and leads from it up to Jezzin. The bridge appears to have
been formed by the fall of rocks from above, and has some resem-
blance to the Oefen at the Pass Lueg. From the Kiweh we turned
again obliquely to the ridge ed-Dahar, and came to Libbeiya on its
eastern brow, and passed on to Neby Siifa for the night. Here is
another temple not unlike that at Hibbariyeh, but less well preserved.

We came next day to Risheiya, situated high on the northern flank
of Jebel esh-Sheikh, and strictly upon the first or western ridge of
Antilebanon. Hence we followed the great Damascus road for half
an hour to "Aiha, where also are the now scattered remains of an
ancient temple. Hence we struck down across the fine round basin
of Kefr Kfik to that village. This plain has no outlet, and becotes
a lake in the rainy season. 'We then took another cross road in order
to reach Riikhleh, situated east of the water-shed on the road which
passes by *Aiha. Iere, in the deepest recesses of Hermon, is (or
rather was) one of the finest ancient temples, massive and yet simple
and beautiful, with nothing of the later more florid style. The ground
is strewed with its ruins.

We now turned about N. N. E. and came in a hour and three
quarters to Deir el-’Ashiiyir, situated on the upper plateau of Anti-
lebanon, south of Zebediny. Iere, too, is an ancient temple, more
elaborate and ornate than that at Riikhleh, and standing on a plat-
form. Ilere we stopped for the night.

The next morning Mr. Thomson left us to return to Hasbeiya and
Sidon. Our road led along a shallow valley, through an open region
to the fountain and ruined Khfn of Meithelfin, where a road from
Beirit comes in, which passes through Wady el-Kiirn. We came
to Dimiis; and followed the usual road by Mezzeh to Damascus.
It is barren and dreary enough. The only point of interest on it is
the view from the brow above Mezzeh; and this is far inferior to
the celebrated one from the Wely above Salibiyeh.

In Damascus it had been arranged by the missionaries that I should
find a home in the dwelling of Mr. Robson, of the Irish Presbyterian
Church, and that he would accompany me on my further journey.
From him and his colleague, Mr. Porter, I received the kindest at-
tentions. The American missionaries were mostly absent at Bladan,
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near Zebedfiny, preparing a summer residence; but Dr. Paulding
returned before I left. To him and Mr. Porter X am also indebted
for much topographical information.

Damascus is an oriental city, but it is one of the most regular and
least filthy of oriental cities. It has many more remains of antiquity
than I had supposed, though few of them go back beyond the Roman
period. It is likewise a very old city, being mentioned in the time
of Abraham; and being, too, the only known city of that period,
which is now inbabited and flourishing. The glory of Damascus is
its splendid plain, watered abundantly by the channels of the Berada.
‘Without the waters of this stream, the plain would be a desert; with
them, it is an earthly paradise, luxuriating with fields of the heaviest
grain, and trees of the finest fruit.

"We heard here (though not for the first time) of a valley descend-
ing from Antilebanon, north of the Berada and parallel to it, which
takes the name of a village situated in the upper part of it, called
Helbén. This valley is celebrated for its fine grapes and vineyards ;
and from them is made the best and most famous wine of the country.
Our frignds had repeatedly visited the place. They are probably
right in regarding this as the Helbon of Scripture, rather than Aleppo
(Haleb). The “wine of Helbdu” is still celebrated ; while Aleppo,
if it produces wine at all, has none of any special reputation.

On the Monday following (June 7th) Mr. Robson and myself Jeft
Damascus for Ba'albek, by the circuitous route of ’Anjar. We as-
cended the ridge back of Salibiyeh, and enjoyed from the Wely at
the top the glorioas prospect of the city and plain so justly celebrated ;
and also looked down into the remarkable gorge by which the river
here breaks through the last ridge of Antilebanon. At Dummar,
the direct road to Zebediny leads over the bridge, and strikes across
the great northern bend of the river. We, however, without cross-
ing the bridge, took a road more to the right, which led us away from
the river, until we turned and reached it again at Beasima, whence
we followed its left bank up to the great fountain of el-Fijeh. The
stream from this fountain is about the size of that at Banifs; it foams
and tumbles down a rocky channel for about 120 yards, and joins the
Berada. Hoere it is larger than the latter its water is limpid, while
that of the Berada is turbid. At the fountain are the remains of two
ancient temples, one of them quite amall.

We came afterwards to el-Kefr, also on the north side of the
stream, where near by are the ruins of a small temple apparently

Greek, the capitals of the columns being Corinthian:
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Here we crossed to the south bank of the stream, and came soon
to the village of Stik el-Berada, near the mouth of the long gorge
through which the river flows from above; and directly under the
high cliff (800 feet) on which stands the Wely of Neby Abil. In
the lower part of this gorge, and extending probably down to the vil-
lage, was the gite of the ancient Abila. It is marked by columns
and other remains; while above are many tombs hewn in the rocks,
and the ancient excavated Roman road with the inscriptions. Here
the road again crosses for the last time to the left bank of the stream.

Just beyond the chasm, a amaller stream comes in from the S. W.
from Wady el-Kiirn, which drains the plain of Judeideh, lying beyond
a ridge in the S. W. from Zebedany. Turning more to the right the
road soon enters the beautiful plain of Zebedény, so called from the
large village in its northern part. The great fountain of the Berada
is in the S. W. corner of the broader portion of the plain; and the
stream meanders throngh the narrower portion below. We pitched
our tent here upon its green bank, not far from a mill and bridge.
The plain is shut in by a steep ridge on the west, and by another on
the east; which latter, opposite Zebediny, risea into theshighest
peaks of Antilebanon. On its declivity is the village of Blfdan.

The next morning we made a circuit northwards to reach the great
fountain. It forms a small, narrow lake, out of which the stream
runs first eastward and then turns sonthward through the narrow
part of the plain. Thence we passed on S. S. W. along the base of
the western ridge to Batrfiny and its basin, at the extremity of which
the road ascends in an angle formed by a spur. 'We came out on
the top of the high western ridge, and looked down into the plain or
basin of Judeideh below. The view extended also over and beyond
the lower ridge still forther west, and took in the snow-capt summits
of Lebanon. As we looked down, we could see the outlet of the
basin, the beginning of Wady el-Kiirn, at some distance on our left.

Descending into the plain we found it a perfect desert. Not a
drop of water, not a spot of verdure, not a tree, not 8 human dwell-
ing, was anywhere to be seen. How different from the green plain of
Zebediny, which we had just left] 'We crossed the basin obliquely,
and on its western side, at the mouth of Wady Zariry, fell into the
usual road from Damascus to Beirit. A short and gentle acclivity
brought us the water-shed; whence we descended very gradually by
the much longer and somewhat winding Wady Hariry to the Buka'a
opposite the village of Mejdel *Anjar.

Here terminates a range of elevated hills, which running from the
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south along the eastern side of the Bitki’a parallel with Antilebanon,
encloses between the two a narrow and somewhat higher valley.
This may be congidered strictly as a continuation of Wady et-Teim ;
the hills on the west of that valley running on and terminating here.
Further south, and opposite to the village of Sullan Ya'kob, there ia
a depression or basin in this higher valley, which is drained through
a gap in the western hills into the Biikd'a. This gap is known a3
Wady Faldj.

Mejdel is remarkable for one of the finest antique temples now
existing. It stands on the summit of the northernmost hill, looking
northward along the magnificent vista of the BiikA'a; having the lofty
wall of Antilebanon on the right, and the still loftier snow-capt ridges
of Lebanon on the left. The temple is simple, massive and beautitul,
and obviously of a severer and earlier type than those at Bu'albek.
Nothing can be finer than its position.

Forty minutes N. E. of Mejdel lie the ruins now called *Anjar;
they are in the plain, which slopes gently to the north towards the
stream from the great fountain of *Anjar. Here are the ruined walls
and towers of an ancient fortified city or citadel, in the form of a
square, about a quarter of an English mile on each side. An exami-
nation of the place left no doubt on my mind, that, as 1 bave formerly
suggested, this was the site of Chaleis in Lebanon, the seat of Agrip-
pa’s kingdom, before he was tranferred to more southern territories.
‘We encamped at the great fountain, fifieen minutes distant, at the
foot of Antilebanon.

Further north another line of hills begins, parallel to Antilebanon
and near it, which runs on with little interruption quite to Ba'albek.
They seem almost a continuation of the hilis further south; as if the
latter only terminated here for a time in order that the low meadow-
like tract from the Bika's might set up between and receive the
waters of the two great fountains *Anjar and Shemsto.

Neba' Shemsin is twenty minutes north of Neba’ ’Anjar, and is
much less copious. Beyond it our road lay next day (June 9th) be-
tween the line of hills and Antilebanon; the slope of the narrow
valley at first asceading and then descending for a time; with occa-
sional intervals between the hills, affording flne views of the great
plain in the west. After three hours we saw, at Deir el-Ghiizal, the
massive substructions and scattered ruins of another temple. An
hour further wasa the stream of Wady Yahftfeh, coming dewn from
Serghilya, and here breaking through the last low ridge of Antileba-
non, by a deep chasm to the Biki’'a. Not far north of the chasm,
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this low ridge of Antilebanon has its end in a promoatory, which we
crossed to reach the village of Neby Shit. Still further north, the
high ridge which we had seen on the east of Zebeddny comes out
and forms the eastern wall of the great valley. North of Neby Shit,
the space east of the line of hills becomes rather a high narrow plain,
through which several ravines from the mountain break down to the
great plain below. Around the last of the hills the great plain sends
up an arm to the fountain of Ba'albek ; and the city itself, with its
gorgeous temples, is situated at the N. W. base of the same northern-
most hill. The quarry, in which the immense block lies hewn out,
is scarcely ten minutes south.

This is not the place to speak of Ba'albek. Its temples have been
the wonder of past centuries; and will continue to be the wonder of
future generations, until earthquakes shall have done their last work.
In vastness of plan, combined with elaborateness of execution, they
seem to surpase all others in Western Asia and the adjacent regions.
Such massive grandeur, and at the same time such airy lightness,
seem nowhere else to exist together; certainly not in Egypt. Yet
the very elaborate and highly ornate character of the structures ap-
pears to militate against the idea of any remote antiquity. The sim-
plicity and severity which reign in the temple at Mejdel are here no
longer seen.

North of Ba'albek the Biikd'a becomes gradually narrower as far
ns to Ris Ba'albek, and its character changes. ‘The fertile portion
becomes contracted to & narrow strip pear the western mountain ;
while from the eastern side an immense slope of hard gravelly soil
extends down more than half acroes the valley, broken occasionally
by ravines from the mountain and small offsets from the lower plain,
This gravelly tract is everywhere little more than a desert; and this
character becomes more and more marked, as we ndvance northward,
almost to Ribleh.

We started next day much later than usual, and came in less than
an hour and a half to Nahleh, where is a temple older apparently
than those at Ba'albek. The way was dreary; and we stopped for
the night at the great fountain of Lebweh. An bour previously we
had passed the water-shed in the Biiki'a, on a ridge where we found
the waters of & brook carried along so as to run off in both directions,
north and south; and where too we obtained our first extensive view
northward. The fountain of Lebweh is as large apparently as that
of Anjar. It risea out of a tract of gravel at the foot of s ledge of
limeatone rocks, and several sireams are carried off from it in various
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directions. One of them is conducted along the hard and barren
slope, northward, for a grest distance. The main bed of the stream
runs off N. W. and keeps along not far from the western mountain.
Further north the desert slope extends quite across the whole valley,
and the stream finds its way through it by a deep and narrow chasm.
At least, this is its character in the neighborhood of the fountains of
the Orontes. '

We passed next morning for some time along the canal from the
Lebweh, and then torned more to the right, between still another
line of hills and Antilebanon. Rés Ba’albek lies near the northern
extremity of these hilla. In it are the remains- of two ancient
chuorches ; showing it to have been once a place of importance, under
& name now probably lost. Here the eastern mountain bepins to
retire and sweeps round in & curve on the east of Ribleh and the
plain.

From this place we took a course about N, by W. and crossed the
Biiki'a obliquely to the fountains of the Orontes and the monument
of Hirmul. From the moment we left the gardens of er-Ras, until
we reached the said fountains, every step of the way was a rocky
desert. We crossed the canal from the Lebweh, here as large as at
first, and driving three mills; bat the s0il was too hard and stony to
be affected by the water, and not a trace of verdure clothed even its
banks. It runs on to the vicinity of el-Ka'a. We followed the road
to Hiirmul; and after two hoars tarned more to the left, without a
path, for half an hour, and so came to the chasm of the Lebweh and
the fountains of the Orontes.

These burst forth within the chasm, from under its eastern wall.
The Lebweh is here no mean stream. It seemed to us larger than
at its source, aod may receive accessions from fountains in its course
under Lebanon. But here the size of the stream becomes at least
threefold greater. From the largest fountain it sweeps round a high
rocky point. In the precipice on the other side of this high point,
on the south side of the stream, and looking:northward, is the ex-
eavated convent of Mir Mar8n, now deserted. The river continues
in its rugged chasm northward for a oonsiderable distance, then
sweeps round eastward into the lower plain, and passes near Ribleh.

‘We took a direct course, without a path, to the monument, an hoor
distant. It is & remarkeble structure, square and solid, terminating
above in a pyramid, the whole being from 60 to 70 feet high. On
the four sides hunting scenes are sculptured in relief, of which the
drawing borders on the grotesque. They are too much defaced to



148 Outlines of a Journey in Palestine. [Jax.

be fully made out. We looked for some inscriptions, but not a trace
of any exists. The monument stands here on a lone projecting hill,
far out in front of the western mountain; but its founder, and the
event it was intended to commemorate, are alike unknown. From
the monument we struck a direct course without any road, and
through a region of trap, for Ribleh, which we reached after dark.
It is a poor village on the south bank of the Orontes, here running
cast.

From Ribleh we would.gladly have extended our journey north-
ward to Hums, Hamah, and even to Antioch. But the season of
lieat was already at hand, and, under existing circumastances, it was
advisable for me to leave Beirit by the steamer of June 22nd.
Very reluctantly, therefore, on my part, we turned next day towards
the coast, by way of the great fortress el-Hiisn, bearing {from Ribleh
about N. 30 W.

Having crossed the great plain of the Orontes, we ascended very
gradually the low broad slope here running down northward from
the end of Lebanon. Further north, about opposite the lake of
IHums, the ground is much lower. We struck at length the right
bank of Wady Khilid, a deep ravine coming down on our left from
the S. E. with a stream, the remotest source of Nahr el-Kebir.
Following down this valley it brought us to the south-eastern part
of the beautiful oval basin, called el-Biikei’a, three hours or more
in length from N. E. to S. W, and an hour and a half in breadth.
It is skirted on the S. E. by the last low points of Lebanon, and the
west side of the great slope we had crossed; and on its N. W. side
by a ridge running S. W. from the Ansaryeh mountains. At its
S. W. end this ridge sinks to low hills, and here the river el-Kebtr
breaks through into the western plain. In the northern part of this
ridge there is a gap, formed by two Wadies running out one on each
side, with a low water-shed between, affording a very convenient and
easy passage for a road. Here ia still the road from Hamah to Tri-
poly and the south, and it must always bave been a pass of much
importance. .Above it, on the south side, stands the fortress el-Hiian,
completely commanding it. The castle bas no very definite mark of
high antiquity, yet we can bardly doubt that so important a position
was very early occupied. — From the castie there is a view of the
waters on both sides —the lake of Hums on the east, and the Medi-
terranean on the west.

A little more than balf an hour down the western valley stands
the great Greek convent of Mar Jirjis (St. George), where we stop-
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ped for a few minutes, and were very courteously received. Twenty
minutes forther westward down the valley is the great intermitting
fountain. This is unquestionably the Sabbatical river described by
Joeephus, which Titus saw on his march from Arca to Raphanea
towards Hamath. The Roman general naturally led his army through
this pass. According to Josephus, the fountain ceased to flow on the
Jewish Sabbath; the present popular belief of Muslims regards it as
resting on the Muslim Sabbath, or Friday. It was first identified by
Mcr. Thomson.

Our wish had been to proceed from el-Htisn to Ehden and the
cedars of Lebanon, by some direct route leading up through the
northern parts of the mountain. But we were not able to find that
any such road exists, on account of the sharp ridges and deep chasms
which intervene. Even to reach *AkkAr, it was neceasary to make
a circait to the Jisr el-Abyad far in the south-west. As our
time was limited, we felt constrained to give up even this route.
Notking, therefore, was left for us, but to proceed for a time on the
way to Tripoly, and then strike across to the usual road from the
latter place to the cedars. This we did, visiting on the way the site
of Arca, and passing east of Jebel Turbul to Ziigharta, situated on
the said road an hour and a half from Tripoly.

This road follows up at first the Ju'ait, the middle branch of the
Kadisha ; then leads up a steep ascent to the first plateau of the mounn-
tain ; and afterwards up another still steeper, along the wild and diffi-
cult Wady Hariiny, to the second plateau, on which is Ehden; this
extends to the base of the high unbroken ridge, the backbone of
Lebanon. We encamped for the night by a eolitary fountain in
‘Wady Harfiny, a little off the road ; and enjoyed the cooler and deli-
cious climate, which we had already reached.

Ehden has a fine situation, and the tract around it was well tilled.
Thé harvest in the plains below was over; here it would not begin
for two or three weeks. The silk-harvest was equally behind that of
the plains. In these high parts of the moantain the potato is culti-
vated; we saw several fields of this plant arranged and irrigated
like gardens.

The cedars are not less remarkable for their position, than for
their size and beanty. They are sitoated at the head of a vast am-
phitheatre, looking west, surrounded by the loftiest ridges of Leba-
non, which rise from two to three thousand feet above them, partly
oovered with snow. From this amphitheatre issues the great chasm
of Bsherreh, perhaps the wildest and grandest of all the gorges of
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Lebanon. In the midst of this vast temple of nature, the cedars
stand as the lonely tenants, with not a tree nor scarcely a green thing
besides.— We passed on, and encamped at Hasrfin, on the southern
brink of the great chasm of Bsherreh.

Our road next day (June 17th) kept along as near as possible
to the base of the high ridge, crossing the heads of deep valleys and
also the ridges and spurs which lay between. We came at last to
the highest spur of all, where our road led over snow, and then de-
scended at once into the great basin of *Akfira, where are the sources
of the Nahr Ibrahim, the Adonis of the ancients. 'We came for the
night to Afka, situated in the S. E. branch of the basin, in an amphi-
theatre resembling that of the cedars, not so vast, indeed, but verdant
and beautiful. Here a fine fountain bursts forth in cascades from a
cavern; and directly in front of these are the shapeless ruins of a
large temple. This was the temple of Venus at Apheca. In it were
two massive columns of Syenite gramite; but how they could ever
hiave been brought to this high part of the mountain, is a mystery.

Our roate next day was similar, keeping along as high as possible,
and crossing & very steep and high ridge into the basin in which are
the fountains of the Nahr es-Sifltb, the northern branch of the Nahr
el-Kelb. There are two of these fountains, Neba' el-Asal and Neba®
¢l-Leben, both of them large, and sending forth copious streams from
under the foot of a ridge close under Jebel Siinnin. The stream from
the latter fountain very soon enters a deep chasm in the table land, the
sides of which bave almost an architectural regularity. Over this
chasm is a natural bridge, having on its south side an almost perfect
arch of more than 150 feet span, and 70 or 80 feet above the stream.
The width of the bridge on the top at the narrowest point is 120 feet.
Our road led across this bridge, and a traveller might easily pass this
way without becoming aware of this wonder of nature.

We passed on to the ruins of Fukra, situated in another valley
which runs to the southern branch of Nahr ¢l-Kelb. Here are the
remains of another temple, and also a square tower apparently in-
tended for a military purpose. The road now led in a very direct
course towards the mouth of Nahr el-Kelb. West of the long strag-
gling village Mizra’ah, we descended into and croseed the very deep
chasm of the northern branch es-Silib, resembling greatly the gorge
of the Litdny above Belit. Beyond this chasm, we pitched our tent
for the last time, in the western part of *Ajeltfin.

The next morning (June 19th) we continued to descend graduslly,
till coming out on the high northern bank of the valley of el-Kelb,
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we found a very steep and difficult pass, which brooght us down to
the stream, five minutes above the bridge. We reached Beir(t soon
after noon. On the 22nd of June, I embarked to proceed by way of
Smyrna to Trieste.

Such is an outline of the second journey which I have been per-
mitted to make in the Holy Land. 1 desire it to be distinctly under-
stood, that the one great object of all these investigations has been
the kistorical topography of that country, in its relations especially to
the Holy Scriptures, and less directly to the writing's of Josephus.
To this one object, all other observations have been only subsidiary.

ARTICLE VI.

COLLEGE COURSE, AND ITS ENLARGEMENTS FOR GRAD-
UATES.

By Rev. L. P. Hickok, D. D., Vice President and Prof. of Moral Philosophy,
Union College, N. Y.

EvERY germ expands to its mature development through the
energizing of an inner vital force. No unfolding from the outside
by an external agency should be characterized as a development.
The living germ has its own rudimental elements and their specific
forms within it; and as occasion is given, the living energy works out
through these forms and induces a growth, according to the reason
and law already within ita own subject.

The favoring conditions being supplied, the whole work takes on
an orderly and symmetrical progress. The rundiments expand in
organic unity to their consummation, when the vital force becomes
exhausted and the product dies in the very process of its maturing.
An jmmortal inner energy being given, the development may be
interminable. Nothing new can be imparted; the vital force and
the rudimental elenients with their specific forms are there, and the
calture given can be only outside appliances occasioning the growth
of what already exists within.

The plant and the animal are subjected to such conditions as the
causal laws of nature may induce; and they must thus mature under



