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ARTICLE IX.
NOTES ON BIBLICAL GEOGRAPHY.

By E. Robinsoa, D. D., Profeseor at New York.

L Sire or Hazonr.

In the Number of this work for Feb. 1846, p. 213, after assigning the
reasons which go to fix the position of Hazor “ on the south of Kedesh
in Naphthali, somewhere on the way between Kedesh and Safed,” I sug-
gested that “ it is a matter well worth the attention of future travellers,
10 ascertain whether there exists in that district any remains, or any
name, which may correspond to the name and the features of the an-
cient Hazor.”

I was not then aware, that something had already been done in this
respect. On mentioning the subject to the Rev. Eli Smith, after the ar-
ticle was printed, be informed me that while at Kedes in April 1844, his
attention had been directed to a large Tl called Khureibeh some distance
south of Kedes, on which were said to he ruins. He kindly furnished
me with the following extract from bis journal, with the accompanying
remarks. If Khureibeb be not Hazor, it is at least deserving of further
examination ; and we may hope that Hazor may yet be identified, either
there or in that regioo.

“ Khuretbeh is a Tell, apparently with ruins on it, at the south end of
the plain of Kedes. Its bearing from Kedes is 186°. Just there, in a deep
nvine, the Wady el-Mdadhdhamiyeh [coming from near el-Jish] finds
its way into the plain of the Haleh, at the fountain of Mellabah.”

“The above is all the notice my journal contains respecting Khureibeh.
We did not visit it ; and I can add but little from recollection. It rises
from an uneven tract, apperently on the north side of the deep ravine.
1 should judge it to be less than three miles from Kedes; and though
sided by a spy-glass, I could not determine, whether the appearance of
ruins on it might not be natural rocks. The name implies that it is a
ruin. Should this turn out to be the Hazor of Scripture, perhapa the
fountain MelldAhah may be the En-Hazor of Joeh. 19: 37.”

II. ANTIQUITIES ON THE ROUTE FROM Ba'arnex To HamaTh AN
Arzrro.

It ia singular that in respect to just these regions, certainly among the
most acceseible in Syria, we bave less information than of almost any
other. Of the tract between Ba’albok and Hums, we have as yet only
Backingham’s meagre notes, ( Arah Tribes, p. 486 £q.,) and the still brief~
er ones of W. H. Barker on his visit to the sources of the Orontes ; Jour.
of Lond Geogr. Soc. 1837. Between Hamath and Aleppo, the direct
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road usually followed by travellers and caravans, presents little of inter-
est ; but a route further to the west, which Burckhardt took, leads through
a region full of antiyuities, though that traveller has not fully described
them. The following extracts of a letter recently received from the Rev.
W. M. Thomson of Beirdt, will serve to give the reader some idea of the
interesting objects still to be explored in those regions. I subjoin at the
close some explanatory remarks.

“Beirat, Dec. 14k, 1846.

Rzv. anp DEar Six—My late tour to Aleppo gave me an opportu-
nity to complete my exploration of the Phenician -cities, and led me to
many other places of interest, as Selucia, Antioch, Jebel Simdn, full of
Grecian towns and temples, Aleppo and its neighborhood, the great salt
valley where David conquered Hadadezer, etc. This Vale of Salt is the
most extraordinary place I have yet visited. I could also say something
about Zobah, Khandsereh, ete. in this connection.

Returning from Aleppo, I first visited Jebel el-Aala, ten bours nearly
due west of that city ; a singular isolated mountain. with eome sixty-five
ar ssventy ruingd Grecian towns, beautiful temples, churches of nld date,
with many Greek inscriptions, This mountain is inhabited by Druzes;
some of whom bad once lived in Abeib. They were like old acquaint-
ance. From Jebal el-Aala my route was south by Jebel Nusrin to Ed-
lip; then to Riha; then to the vast remains at el-Bdra, perhape the larg-
e8t ruin in Syzia. I copied many inscriptions, all Greek, Next to Jp-
amea, the ruing of which have never yet been described, or at least not
in any book I have seen. Burckbardt could not have examined them.
There is a single avenue from a mile to a mile and a balf long, one bun-
dred and twenty-three feet broad; with a colonnade twenty-four feet
wide on each side for a foot-path. The columns were six feet apart.
They wera of various sizes, from three to four feet in diameter, and thir-
ty-four feet high, with beautiful Corinthian capitals and cornice. The
shafts.of the columus were of all kinds, plain, fluted, flite inserted, dou-
ble fluted, and twisted. There must have been about sixteen hundred
columns, formipg one of the most magnificent avenues in the world. But
I cannot enlarge.

I visited Seijdr and Hamath ; and then kept along the esstern base of
the mountaina of the Nusairiyeh to the head of the Lake of Hums, called
Kedes in the old Arabian geographers. Here I discovered the ruins of
a Grecian city, called Kedes and also Kudesianos, at the head of the lake,
from which the name of the lake no doubt came. I then followed up
the Orontes ta Ribieh, the “ Riblah in the land of Hamatb,” 2 Kings 23:
33; and thence to the great fountain of the Orontes, leaving Jary, the
Laodicea ad Libanum on my left. This fountain is near Hirmul. It is
twice as large as that of the Jordan at Tell el-KAdy. It risea under-Leb-
anon, and sends out-a strong river, which bears directly across the plaia
towards Anti-Lebanon, until it reaches Riblak, whea it turos porth .and
runs down into the lake. Thie almost impaasable river forms the natu-
ral southera boundary for the kingdom of Hamath; and guides o the
northern limits of the land promised to Isrecl. I was extremely interest-

Vg
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ed in this region. The two ranges of mountaina come close together;
and here I suppose was the “ entering in” of the land of Hamath.

There are two objects at Hirmel of pecaliar interest. ‘One is the ru-
ised convent [cavern] of Mdr Mardn, the founder of the Maronites. It is
hewn out of the solid rock, immediately over the great fountain of the
Orontes, & dark prison-like construction, more resembling the strong-
hold of a bandit, thau the peaceable abode of the ministers of Jesas
Christ, and strikingly embleratical of the dark, fierce, boorish sect, which
traces its rise to these dingy caverns. The other curiosity is a very large
moaument about two miles east of the fountain, called e-Kdmo Fhirmul.
It is buiilt of large hewn stoves, is twenty-five feet square at the hase,
rises seveaty or eighty fuet, and is terminated by a pyramid. The four
sides are covered with figures of various animals, intermingled with
bows, arrows, spears, and other implements of the chase, in allo relievo,
beauwtifully executed, and as large a8 life. This monument is in full view
of Riblah, which lies on the river below. Can it have been the work
of Nebuchadnezzar, when he was encamped here, and designed to com-
memorate his conquests? Or is it a great hunting trophy, erected by
some one of the chase-loving Seleucidae ? I can meet with no descrip-
tion of this wonderful monument in any book of travels. The style of
architecture will not contradict the first supposition, There is no in-
scription in Greek ; which would hardly have been the case, had it been
constructed by that scribbling people. They could hardly set up a stone
in this region, without inscribing something upoa it ; snd bad this mon-
ument, in some respects the most singular one now standing in Byria,
been erected by any of the Gmeco-Syrian monarchs, they wounld bardly
hare failed to put at least their name upon it.

I pessed up between the two ranges of Lebanon and Anti-Lebenon to
the water-shed between the Orontes and the Litdng, near *Jin (see Num.
34:11); and so by way of Ba'albek and Zableh to my residence at
Abeih.

My colleague, Dr. De Forest, was so much interested in my account
of this route, that he set out to visit it a short time after my return. Fol-
lowing my directions, and having more leisure, be visited both sides of
the lake Kedes, passing on the east as he went, and returning op the
west side from Apamea. He also visited Selemqa east of Hamath ; and
thinks he has discovered the site of Shepham, Num. 34: 11.

A litde society of intelligent Arabs, mostly young men of Beirdt, has
lately bees commenced ; one of whose objects may possibly interest you.
They are preparing a descriplive catalogue of all known works in Arabic;
and these will prove to be more numerous than was supposed. When
they shall have made this as complete as possible by corresponding with
literary men in Egypt, Bagdad, Damascus, Aleppo, and other centres of
Ambic learning, and by the catalogues of European libraries, it will be
prepared for the press by Nasif el-Yazagy, the best native Arabic scholar
now known in this country. I hope they will be able to priot an En-
glish translation in perallel columns. Having then the name, character,
subject, and value of all Arabic works, it is a part of their plan to use
this eatalogue as a guide in the purchase of books for an Arabic library.
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May wa not bope, that this undertaking will net only give a new impalise
to the study of this noble and wide-spread language ; but that it will aleo
aid in the effort®to revive a tasts for improvement, whioh has slept for so
many centaries in these oriental countries. With the revival of literature
will be introduced the press with its mighty and transforming agency.
As these young men are genersally not wealthy, and the -formiog of an
Arabic library will be expensive, the work must of courss advance very
slowly. Biill, in.fiteen or twenty years, a good deal may be done.
. I remain, with great respect, yours, ete.

W. M. TrOMSON."

1 subjoin a few remarks upon some of the rames of places mentioned:
in-the above letter, viz. those printed in Ralic.)

Valley of Salt. This is the celebrated valley or laké of ealt, now calted
¢s-Subkh, about eighteen miles south-east of Aleppo, near the village Je-
bl It is described by Mauaadrell (p. 213), by Porocke (IL p. 168), and
more particularly in Russell’a Nat. Hist. of Aleppo, I p. 35. In winter
the rains and torrents, with a few springs, convert the surface into &
ehallow but exténsive lake. In summer the water evaporates, leaving a
crust of salt of various thickness and quality. This is broken up, sorted,
and carried to Jebtl; where it is dried and winnowed, and thence sold
to all parts of the country; furnishing indeed the main souree of supply
for all northern 8yria.—It is related of David (2 Sam. 8: 3+—%3) that be
undertook a military expedition in order to extend his dominion to the
Euphrates; and being attacked by Hadadezer, king of Syrin-Zobeh, he
routed him and subdued the whole of northern 8yria. After an enume-
ration of the rich offerings which David made in the temple on this oc-
casion, it is immediately added, v. 13: “ And David gat bim a name when
he returned from bis smiting of the Syrians (23X) in the valley of -Salf,
eighteen thousand ‘then.® Al the circumstanees, and the vicinity of the
Euphrates, leave little occasion to doubt, that the valley of Sait here named
is that above described. It is true, that in the paraliel passages, 1 Chron.
18 12, Pa. 60: 2 (inscr.) we find the reading Edomiles instead- of Syrians.
This has evidently arisen in the course of transcription, by the change of
a single Hebrew letter (89% for &), These passages all obwiocusly refer
to the same event ; and a change of the name being here unyuestionable,
it is much easier to account for the substitation of Edom for Syria, thaw
vice versa. The later Jews were far mere familiar with the neighboring
Edomites, than with the regions’ of northern Syria; end would be very
likely to confound this distant valley of Salt with that at the south end of
the Dead Sea mentioned on another occasion in tonnection with Petra;
2 Kings 14: 7.

Khandsereh is mentioned by Abulfeda as situated in the -border of the
descent ahout two stations south-east of Aleppo. It was at one time the
seat of a Khalif Omar, of the line of the Ommiadde.” But sioce the days
of Abulfeda the name has been entirely lost to modern geography; and

! The best maps for consultation are those of Berghaus and Hoghes ; the lat-

ter in the Atlas published by the London Society for the Diffusion of Useful
Knowledge, No. 8.
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now re-appeers £or the first time. : See Abul€ Tab. Syr. p. 170, od. Kih-
ler. : o

El.Bdra. Thie place was visited by Niebuhr in 1768, ‘who writes the
seme Berua, invArabic Biriahk; aleo Kefr d-Barka; see Reisebeschr. ML
p 95 Barckhardt took it in his route from Aleppo to Hamath io 1813;
be writes it correctly el-Bdra. He says: “The mountain of Rika, of
which el-Bare forms part, is full of the ruins of cities which flourished in
the times of the lower empire ; those of el-BAra are the most considern-
ble of the whole;” Travels in Byria, p. 130. Both he and Niebuhr speak
of the remaime of public buildings, churches, and private dwellings; and
especially of three tombe,—plaia square structures surmounted. with pyra-
mids, oue of which bes fallen. Niebuhr, misied by the simifarity of the
msme, seems to regard this as the ancient Beroea of Syria; but the speci-
fications of all anciont writers go te make that place identical with Alep-
po; Cellarius Not. Orb. IL p. 362, But without much doubt, el-Bira, as
suggestod by Niebuhr, merks the site of the city slbaria destroyed by the
crusades in 1008 ; see Robert Monach. lih. V11, in Gesta Dei per Francos,
p 67.

Jdpamea was a large city on the valley of the Orontes, often mentioned
by Josephus and other ancient writers; see Cellarius, IL p. 354. In the
ume of the crusades it was still a flourishing and important place under
the Arabic pame Fimieh, and was occupied by Tancred; it is also de-
scribed by Abuifeda as situated pear an extensive lake in the valley;
Wilken Gesch. der Kr. IL. p. 274. Abulf Tab. 8yr. p. 114, 1572. On the
strength of these notices the name Fimich has continued to be. ineerted
on modern maps down to the present century ; athough both the name
and the site bave long been forgotten in those regions. Niebubhr heard
at Aleppo in 1766, that the site of the former FAmieh was now called
Kiilet el-Mudék ; Reisebeschr. IIL p. 87. Burckhardt in 1812 found the
castle of this name occupying a hill projecting into the valley of the
Orontes, not far from the lake et-Tiakah; and although he could not
enter it nor esamine the neighborhood, yet he fixes upon it as the
probable site of Apamea; Trav. in 8yr. p. 138. In connection with the
Euphrates expedition in 1835, Mr. Ainsworth visited this region, and
speaks of Killat el-Mudik es the site of Apames, and as exhibiting “ ruine
of a highly ornamental character. Part of the town is enclosed in sn
ancient castle situated on 2 hill ; the ether ruins lie in a phin; partof a
strong wall and an archway still exist, and also remains of a temple. In
the adjacent lake are the celebruted black-fish, the source of a distant
commerce ;” see Journ. of the R. Geogr. Soc. 1837, p. 414, 415. The
abave account by Mr. Thomson is still more full and satisfactory.

Seijdr is at the point where the Orootes issues from the mountain
ridge which it breaks through below Hamath ; a bridge here crosses the
river. On the summit of the range on the west bank stands a castle ;
which in its present state is from the times of the later Khalifs; but the
many remains of Grecian architecture, fragments of columns and elegant
Corinthian and Doric capitals, indicate that a Greek town formerly stood
here. It is doutbless the site of the ancient Larissa of Syria, situated
;gzveen Apamea and Hamath. See Burckh. Syr. p. 143, Cellarius, ib. p.
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Riblak, situated at the elbow of the Orontes, was first seen by Buck-
ingham in 1816; he writes the Arabic name Rabla instead of Ribleb,
and appears to have had no suspicion of its identity with the Riblsh of
Scripture ; Arab Tribes, p. 491. It was however recognized by Gesenius;
but has since been described by no traveller until the visit of Mr. Thom-
80D,
Laodicea ad Libanam. This place is often mentioned by ancient

writers; but the only specifications of its position are found in the
Itineraries. The Itinerary of Antoninus places it between Emessa (Hums)
and Heliopolis (Ba'albek), at eighteen Roman miles from the former
and sixty-four Reman miles from the latter. The Peutinger Tables give
it at twenty Roman miles south of Emessa. These distances, so far as
is yet imperfectly known, accord best with the site of Jiisy, three or four
miles south-east of Riblah, on the side of Anti-Lebanon. It was said
to be a large city, and to have pillars and aqueducts and castles in it;
and below it, on the plain, about two miles to the north of it, was
another tower called Jasy el-Jedid. The former was now entirely de-
serted ; but the latter still retained some inbabitants;” Buckingham,
Arab Tribes, p. 490. All this accords well with an ancient site upon
the mountain ; while the name and the inhabitants have apparently been
transferred to the plain. Compare the similar case of Sarcpta, now
Surafend ; Bibl. Res, 1IL p. 413—414.

Source of the Orontes. The remotest source is a rivulet coming from
Anti-Lebanon near the village of Lebmeh ten or twelve miles north of
Ba'albek. This little stream flows through the plain, and approaches
the western hills that skirt the foot of Lebanon near Hirmul ; where it
unites with the waters of the large fountain spoken of by Mr. Thomsou.
This latter is usually regarded as the head of the Oroutes; the natives
considering not the most distant, hut the most copious fountain, as the
proper source. The same is true in relation to the sources of the
LitAny, the Barada, and the Jordan. A large volume of water “ springs
with some violence from a natural hasin in the rock, of a triangular form,
measuring about fifty paces, and nearly concealed on each side by trees
and bushes ;> see W. B. Barker in Journ. of the R. Geogr. Soc. 1837, p.
99.—The cavern now called Detr Mdr Mdrén or Convent of Si. Mardn,
was known in Abulfeda’s day as Miighdrat er-Rikib, the Monks Cavern;
Tab. Syr. p. 150, The reference of it therefore 1o the founder of the
Maronites, may not improhably be of later date.

The Monument described by Mr. Thomson near Hiirmul is unique, and
deserves the early and attentive examination of travellers and antiquarians.
It was seen across the plain by Buckingbam, who merely speaks of it as
“a high and large tower, seen at a great distance, and called Koormee ;"
Arab Tribes, p. 489.

'Ain is most probably, as suggested, the Scriptural name occurring in
Num. 34: 11, and obviously situated mouth of Riblah. It lies wvorth of
Lebmeh, and is therefore north of the water-shed. It is mentioned by
Buckingbham, ib. p. 487.
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IIL. Tae Sassarrcar Rrver. Rarmanea.

The famous Sabbatical River of Josephus (B. J. 7. 5. 1) has recently
been identified, by the Rev. W. M. Thomson, with a large intermitting
fountain pear the Convent of Mar Jirjis and the castle el-Huen north of
Lebanon ; see Silliman’s Journ. of Science, Nov. 1846. This fountain
had already been noted by Burckhardt; Trav. in Syr. p. 150. There can
be no question as to the identity ; and thus another incidental proof is
given of the genersl correctness, and trustworthiness of the Jewish his-
torian.  On two points, however, there is perhaps room for future eluci-
dation. Joeephus describes the river as “ between Arka which belenged
to Agrippa’s kingdom, and Raphanea.” Arka is sitvated at the north
end of Lebanon not far from the coast, and doubtless made pert of
Agrippa’s original kingdom of Chalcis; this latter city having been
simated in the Biikd’a, not far from Ba'albek; see Joe. Antiq. 14,3 2
The text of Josephus therefore needs here no change. As to Raphanea,
which Mr. Thomson supposed he had found at some distance north of
the fountain, there are several historical notices which serve to fix it in
another place. Raphanea was gtill a town of importance in the time of
the crusades. In 1126 King Baldwin IL subdued it, in conuection with
Count Pontius, who had for a loog time pressed bard upon it from a castle
be bad built upon a neighboring mountsin; Wilken Gesch. der Kr. II.
p5%. This castle was called Barinum, in Arabic Bdrin, and came at
lest from its importance to supersede the name or mention of Raphanea
itwelf; Wilken ib. IL p. 605 u. 652, It was destroyed in 1236 ; ib. V1. p. 557.
In like manner Abulfeda testifies, that the caste Barin was founded by
the Christians about 1120; and that in his day it was a small place with
ruios and ancient substructions, called Rafuniyeh, situated a day’s journey
south-west of Hamath ; Tab. Syr. p. 107. In accordance with all this,
Burckbardt while on bis way from Hamath to the castle el-Huen, at the
distance of ten or eleven hours from Hamath, was pointed to a ruined
castle on a mountain, an hour from his road, called el-Bdrin; Trav. in
8yr. p. 155. The coincidence is complete ; and there can be little doubt
but that these ruins mark the position of Raphanea. The ancient name of
the city bas been supplanted by that of the modern castle; as in the
parallel instance of Apamea described above.

ARTICLE X.
LITERARY AND MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE.

Vatiorn Library. Thie library was founded by Pope Nicholas V. in
1447, who transferred to his new Vatican palace the Mpss. which had
been collected in the Lateran as early as the fifth century. The present
bailding was erected by Sixtus V. in 1588. The library has been aug-
mented from time to time hy various purchases, bequests and donations.
In this work, Leo X. was particularly active, sending agents into distant
countries to collect Mes. The great body of the treasures, especially of

Vor. IV. No. 14. 36





