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1840.] . Life & Malawchihon,

ARTICLE 1IV.

LIFE OF PHILIP MELANCHTHON.
By B B. Bdwands, Professer ot And

Iutroductory Observations.

It was the remsrk of a sealous adherent of Luther, Profesms
Mayer of Greifswalde, that for the Reformation of the Church,
three Luthers would be worth more than three hundred Melanch-
thons. This observation of the eager partigan contains some
truth and some error. That Lather merits the first place ps & re-
forraer, there can be no doubt. That he could perform the work
sssigned him far better without Melanchthon, thea Melanchthon
could undertake it without Luthes, is alike unqaestiopable. To
expect to deswlish the errors and abuses of the Romish hierrohy
with & onutious and lenieat hand, would be & mare delusion,
An earlier period had shown, that even men of an intrepid charse~
ter, with their writings filled with admonitory voices, could pass
by and leave few traces behind. A man of dauntless courage,
who could wield the club of Hereules, was needed,—one who
would stand firmet snd more ereot, in proportion to the number
and fierconess of the assaults which shouid be made npon him.
Such an heroic spirit was Luther, and distant ages will aot forget
that it was he who broke the fetters of superstition, and ted Chsis-
tendom once more into the light of civil and religious freedom.

But it must not be forgotten, that Luther was one of those ex~
pitable spirits, who are imclined, in the violence of passion, ta
- break over all restraint. It was s wise armugement of Diving
Providence that Melanchthon should appear, a spirit of gentlex
mould, who conld, with a wise hand and at the right moment,
oalm and direct the vehemeat feelings of his great leader. Lu-
ther's excessive zeal wns tempered by Melaachthou's mildness,
while Melanchthon's yielding netore was quickened snd inviga-
rated by the ocoumgeous bearing of his friend. Luther alone, of
two leaders like Luther, might have rushed into perilous ex-
tremes, and occasioned the ruin of the edifice which they were
at so much pains to ereet. Annkmt example of Melanchthon's

Vor. IIL No. 10.
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happy inflnence over Luther is mentioned by the former. “Lau-
ther, on one occasion, seemed to be angry beyond measure. A
deep silence reigned around among all. At length I addressed
him with the line,

¢ Vince animos iremque tuam, qui csetern vincis.’

Luther, langhing, replied : * We will dispute no further about it’”

Ancther ground of the necessity of Melanchthon's influence in
the Reformation, consists in his extraordinary ability to present re-
Iated truths in their due order and logical method. Luther, in
his uncessing contests, had little leisure to investigate fandamen-
tally and develop fully the truths which he announced in his
writings ; or had opportunity been allowed him for this purpose,
his soul was too impetuons to permit him to construct a coherent
doctrinal system. He gives a correct view of the case in the fol-
lowing remarkable words: “ I am born to be forever fighting with
oppouents and with the devil himself, which gives a controver-
sial and warlike cast to all my works. I clear the ground of
stumps and trees, root up thorns and briars, fill up ditches, raise
causeways and smooth the roads through the woods; but to
Philip Melanchthon it belongs, by the grace of God, to perform a
milder and more grateful labor, to build, to plant, to sow, to wa-
ter, to please by elegance and taste.” Though the destruction of
enormous abuses and errors was indispensably necessary, and
though Luther was remarkably fitted for this work, yet it was not
Jess important, that, in the bosom of the new community, a man
should arise, who could arrange the detached parts of the teach-
ings of the gospel into one whole, and by the symmetry and
beaunty of the edifice, win those minds to the trath that clearly
saw the pemicious nature of error, or who still doubted whether
in the midst of so many disjointed fragments, a new and well-ar-
ranged system could be formed. Hence Melanchthon made it a
principal business of his life, to unfold divine truth methodically,
so that every one might be convinced, afler a calm examination,
of the truth of God’'s word. In a visitation of the churches, in
1627, he first learned the pressing necessities of the people in re-
spect to religious doctrine. Thenceforward, he zealously labored
to et forth divine truth with greater precision and simplicity, so
as to prevent the bad effects which might flow from very com-
mon misapprehensions of the doctrines of Luther.

Again, Melanchthon's labors and influence were of inestimable
service to the Reformation, in consequence of his intellectual gifis



snd accomplished educetion. With the exeeption of Erasmus,
he was the best Greek scholar of the age. As a teacher, he was
guietand perfecily unassnming in manner; but possessed of that
coutagions enthusiasm, which gave him, through the thoasands
of young men who thronged his lectures from every part of Ea-
rope, 8 position of the most commanding power and inflnence.
The Protestant doctrines were thus associated with the revival
of literature. Luther was, by ne means, unskilled in the trea-
sures of ancient learning. A high position for that period would
be assigned him by all unprejudiced jwdges, yet Melanchthon
was in this respect decidedly his superior, his advics in difficelt
cases being eagerly soaght and highly valwed. Lauther's transia-
tion of the Bible into German, the great work of the Reafor-
mation, was largely indebted to Melanchthon's exact philologi-
eal knowledge. He revised and amended every part of it, be-
sides translating the three books of Maccabees in a diction re-
markable for its simplicity and purity. In the later editions of
this Bible, his careful hand s éverywhere manifest In 1540,
Luther wrote to bhim from Worms, “that we have vemtured to
put to press withoat your aid, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,
the Canticles, Isaiah and Jeremiah.” Melanchthon’s knowledge
of anciept philosophy was of no little use in the controversies of
the Beformation. By this knowledge, he had an adioitness and
tact in discussion which very few could equal. He was thus, on
several occasions, enabled to unravel the most intricate sophiss
tries of the Romish dialectics. We may refer to the discussions
at Augsburg in 1530,at Worms in 1540 and 1657, and at Regeas-
burg in 1641. To this ability in Melanchthon, no one was more
ready to give decided testimony than Luther.

‘We may add that the exalted piety of Melanchthon, accom-
penied with all the gentler graces of humanity, was of incalcula-
ble value to the Reformation. If the boldness and unquencha-
ble zeal of Paul reippeared in Luther, the attractive piety and
loving spirit of John were no less apparent in Melanchthon. He
was the beloved disciple that would have been invited to lean on
the Saviour's breast. Amid the fierce strifes of the sixteemth
century, how refreshing it is to find one who tried to copy the
peaceful and forgiving temper of his Master, and who breathed
on earth the spirit of Heaven. The individual, whom the uni-
versities were most anxious to secure, whom Reuchlin and Eras-
mus loved and honored, whose choicest earthly treasures were
the old poets and orators, was most remarkable for his unaffected
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humility and fraternal love. The enamies of the Reformation
eould not but feel the pewer of his example, nor cease to regret
that his talents and charsster did not continue to sapport the de«
elining hierarehy.

In the following- pages, we propose to detail, at some length,
the principal events in the life of Melanchthon, especially those
which relate ta his domestic sad social character. . These bave
boen, for tire most part, pussed by in the histeries of the Refor-
mation, and many of them in the Lives of Melurichthon. The
dectrines of the Reformers are so well kuown, as well as the gen-
oral history of the period, that it will be unwecessary to dwell
wpon them at any length. The main searce from which we have
drawn our matenals, is the work of Frederic Galle, published a
Halle, in 1840, in 475 pp. 8vo., under the title, “ Versuch einer
Charecteristik Melanchthons als Theologen nnd einer Entwicke«
lung scines Lehrbegriffs.” It was first composed im the form of
an essay, to which the Theological Facalty of the University of
Halle awarded a prize in 1837. The subject was afterwards
thoronghly reinvestigated, and the treatise greatly enlarged. The
production bears every mark of haviug come from an able and
ecandid writer. Its special value, above all the preceding Me-
imoirs of the Reformer, consists in the ample use which the suthor
makes of the. Correspondence of Melanchthon, colieeted and
published by Dr. Bretschneider, in six vols. quarto, under the
geneml title of Corpus Reformatoram. Much of this correspon-
denoe existed before only in manuseript.

Melanchthon's Birth and Parentage.

Philip Melanchthon was bom Feb. 16, 1497. His father,
George Schwarzerd, was a native of Heidelberg. He wms a
_ skilfa! manufacturer of various kinds ef armor, and as such was
held, in that torbulent age, in high estimation. He often visited
the eouris of the princes, and enjoyed the specinl favor of the
emperor Maximilian. As early as 1496, he had taken up his
sbode in Bretten, a small town in Baden, near Carisruhe, then in
the Palatinate of the Rhine. Here he became connected in mar-
riage with Barbara Reuter, daughter of the burgomaster of the
place. He is ropresented as a man of decided piety and uncoa1-
monly exaet and fervent in his devetions, notwithstanding that '
the business in which he was eaguged woald mot seem to be
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favorable to the cultivation of personal religion. It is mentioned,
as & characteristic fact, that he was in the habit of risiag from his
bed at midnight, in order to repeat his customary prayer. Henve
the Christian education of his family was an object of paramount
importance. In this duty he found an efficient co-laborer in his
wife, who is described as a discreet and pious woman,! who looked
woll to 'the ways of her household, and who sought, in the fre-
queat absences of her husband, to impress on the minds of her
children, five in namber, the lessons of virtue and piety whish
they had received from their father, and to keep them as far as
possible frem the contaminations of vice. Her father, in the days
of his old ags, found no greater delight than in amusing and in-
stucting his grandochildren. Philip especially attracted his atten.
tion, as a boy of extraordinary intellectual promise.

The father of Melanchthon died in 1507, after lingering several
years under a disesse, caused, as it was supposed, by his drink-
ing water from a poisoned well. Three days before his death, he
said to his sons: “ Since I must now die, I desire that my chil-
dren may be members of the chusch, that they may live in coai-
munion with it, may have the knowledge of God and finally be
happy in eternal glory.” Moelanchthon mentions this in the Pos-
tils and subjoins : “ I recollect my father said these things whea
he blessed me before his death.” Nine days before his own de-
oease, he repeated the same words to his children.

Early Education of Melanchthon.
Melanchthon appears to have enjoyed all the advantages for
education which were then accessible. After spending a short

time in the elementary school at Bretten, he was placed under
the care of John Hungnarus, a domestic tutor, whose instructions

! Winsheim says, “ mater Barbara matrona fuit honestissima, singulari sapi-
entia et morum gravitate pmdnu A stanza which was frequently on her
lips was this :

¢ He who Is a fre¥r spender
Then his plough or tofl can render,
Sare of ruin slow or fasy,
May perbaps be hanged at last.”

Melanehthon sometimes said to his pupils : « Didici hoo & mea matre, vos eti-
am observate,” She remained twelve years a widow afler the death of her
first husband. She was subsequently twice married, first to Christopher Kol-
be, a citizen of Bretten, and after his death to Melchior Hechel. Melanchthon
bad six brothers and sisters in-law,

Paad
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He was mecustomed, in later lifs, strongly 0 commiend. “I had
& temoher," he wiuts, “who was an excellent granmmarian and
who paased an honorable old age in preaching the gospel at Pfors-
boim. He compelled me, in studying grammar, to go through
wiith the eonstructions, aad also to give the rules for twenty or
thirty lines of Virgik He allowed me to omit nothing. Whens
ever 1 fell into ermor, he comected me, yot with fitting modesmtion
1n this manner he made me & graanmearian He was an oxoel-
lont man ; he loved me as & son, and I him as a father, and 1
bops we shall shortly meet in evedasting glory. Ilowed him,
though his discipline was severs; vet it was not severity, but-e
paterunl chastisoment, exciting me o diligence. He compelled
me to look out the rules in the evening so that 1 could recite
them.”

Daring two years Melanchthon sttended tise pablic scheol at
Pforzheim, a town « fow miles south of Bretten, in Baden. The
school, then under the charge of George Simler, had attnined a
high rank throughout Germenry. Here Melanchthon made sueh
rapid progress that soon afler he had eompleted his twelfth year,
e vrus prepared to enter the University of Heidelberg. At this
celebrated institmtion he remmined three years, and devoted him-
self particularty to the study of the clussics.! He lived in the
homse of Doctor Pallas, sad taught the sons of the count of Lj-
wenstein. He was distingnished above all his youthfal eompan-
ions, by his acquaintance with the Greek language. * Where
shall I find a Grecian?’ once exclaimed a teacher, as he pro-
pounded a difficult question. With one voice, all the scholars
wried out: “ Melanchthon! Melanchthon! He was admitted
to the degree of bachelor of arts, June 10, 1611. In 1512 he te-
paired to Tibingen, where he soon received a masters degree,
and where he confirmed his reputation, partly by his lectares on
the ancient classics and partly by the books which he published,
especially his Greek Grammar. He was now ranked among the
ablest philologists of his age. In 1516, Erasmus wrote : “* What
promise does not that youth, or boy, as we might almost term him,
Philip Melanchthon, hold out? He is about equally emineut in
his knowledge of Latin and Greek. What acuteness in argu-

' About this time, he changed his name, at the suggestion of Reuchlia, from
. Bchwarrerd to the more euphonic one of Melanchthon, both words signifying
in their respective languages, black earth. This chmge of names was then
not ancommon, e. g. Reuchlin, originally Reuch, as m Lnun, Sumus, famuius ;
Erasmus’s name in Dutch was Gerdard, in Latin,



ment! What purity and elegance of diction! Whitt manifedd
knowledge! What deliomey and emtraordinary teudemess of
hﬁn !‘”

Melanchthon did not, hewaves, confine his attention to clasei-
¢dl literuture. In other branches of knowledge he felt a deep in-
terest. While at Heidelberg, he pursned with much zoal the
stady of muthematies and ssiroromy, under the diwoction of Coun-
rud Helvetias, #nd at Tubingen he attonded the leetaves of Sté-
fller, who waa still inore distinguished. ] remsember,” ho writes,
“that whett 1 smd Oecolampadius were reading Hesiod together,
and a certain strange desire séized me, though I was then & mers

, of comprehending, among other things relating to the ris-
and setting of the stam, these words, “ quadragiata dies la-
tere Pleisdes,” no ond of the multitnde at Tibingen, eould xid
ws, oxcept Stofier.” While here Melanchthon also studied the
principles of law and medicine. 8till, he sttended with speecial
zeal to pursuits of & philosophical natare. The works of Ariste-
fle, which he had long before eursorily perused in defective trans.
Jations, he now studied in the original, preparing himself to edit
an editiow of some of them. Subeequently these works engros-
sed much of his attention. The thoreughness of his philosophi-
eal training mey be inforred from the fact, thut the controversy
between the Nominalists and Realists, which was thea raging at
Tébmgen, was by his exertions set at rest; the young disputant
eontending on the side of the Norminalists, that universal ideas
have no reality in trath, but are mere names or mental abstrao-
tions,

Thoagh Melanchthon's religious education, while he was un-
der the parental roof, had been conducted in some respects on
false principles, yet it had served to implant within him a fresh
and vigorous faith. While a boy he had the greatest delight in
public worship, and was particularly attached to the lives of the
saints. “ I yecollect,” he says in after life, *“ what joy it gave us
when we were lads, to read the verses which are found in the
legends of the saints. Similar lines were recited by the preach-
ers in the church, and when we imitated the sermons at home,
we repeated those verses. Bubsequemtly, women and girds
bronght something to our altar, as was customary in the church.
If we had had better instructors at that time, it would have been
more useful to us.  Stil}, it was a part of domestic education to

! Comm. in Ep. ad Thess.
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employ children with such things, rather than to ailow them to
roam about in the streets with their boisterous noises.”

‘With these early tendencies to piety, it is not strange that Me-
lanchthon, after extensive excursions iato various fields of keow-
ledge, should .tum with eamest love to the study of theolegy.
At that time, however, there was little in this department of sci-
ence as studied in the universities, which oould satisfy the mind.
With an almost total neglect of practical theology, a system
made up of abstruse end hair-splitting propositions, was the great
object of pursuit, which, though useful in sharpening the intel-
lect and worthy of admiration a8 a monument of human inge-
nuity, could never satisfy, for any length of time, truly religious
feelings. Melanchthon's youthful enthusiasm was excited and
absorbed by this ingenious superstructure. He sat attentively
at the feet of Lempus, the theological master at Tiibingen, and
the most celebrated teacher in that department, and saw spread
out on a black tablet, figures in chalk, designed to aid where ver-
bal demonstrations were not sufficient. Thus for example, the
doctrine of transubstantiation was depicted. Still, Melanchthoa
sought for instruction, not merely in the lecture-room and in the
volumes of the earlier Soholastics, but with his predilections for
Nominaliam, he enjoyed, for some time, great satisfaction in the
writings of William Occam, the restorer of this theory.! Bat
this could last only for a ime. Melanchthon had now found an-
other and purex source of religious knowledge ; he had obtained
from Reuchlin a copy of the Bible. Previously his great rela-
tive? had given him a number of valuable books, while he lived
at Pforzheim with Reuchlin's brother George. But the Serip-
tures were the most precious treasure.  With what love and de-

! Thas in 1521 he wrote : “Tu vero, Occhame, deliciae quondam meae.”
Yet in 1620, he says to Camerarius: “I thank you for the Dialegues of Oe-
esa, yet they are more frigid than I had sapposed. In the whole system there
is plainly no solid instruction.” Luther, it is well known, had originaily
great reverence for the  Singular Doctor.”

% He was related to Melanchthon on the mother's side. Melanchthon, in
his Postils mentions the following incident : ¢ [ heard Reuchlin telling that he
had heard the lectures of Argyropylus in Italy on Thacydides. When he en-
tered the lecture-room, he stated in reply to the inquiry of the teacher, that be
bad come to listen to something on the Greek language. Being then asked ;
Do you understand Greek at ali, he answered, 1 do. Read, says Argyropylos.
Reuchlin thereupon read a passage. Do you understand it, asked the lec-
tarer? Somewhat, was the reply. What is the sense? The young German
gave it as well as he could. O, said the lecturer, Greece, in our exile, has
come over the Alps.”
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light did the yomng Reformer expatiate over the flelds of diving
truth, plucking and gethering the wholesome fruits which diving
wisdom has here cawsed to grow. ¢ In reading this book,” he
says, “ he was so constant that nobody wonld believe that the
volume which he always carried in his besom, was a sacred one,
but mther that he was enamored with some profane author”
Throngh this steady applioation to the sacred writings, his eyes
were opened tv peroeive into what & barren ‘desert Christianity
bad been borme by her bishops and elergy. For example, a friar
read from the pulpit a proposition of Aristotle ; another preached
that the wooden shoe of the Franciscans was made of the tree of
knowledge in Paradise. While such puerilities were proctaimed
in the house of God, Melanchthon often read the Bible in si-
lence, during the time of public worship, though sometimes there-
by subjecting himself to malevolent remark. His love for the
truth and for free inqairy, was much heightened by the result of
the controversy which the Cologne theologians had waged with
Reuchlin! This eminent scholar had been compelléd for his
own justification, to prepare some papers to be sent partly to the
Papal coort and partly to that of the emperor. An elegarit ttans-
seript of these, Melanchthon made with his own hands, fot the
wse of the aunthor. This friendly service greatly contributed to
enlighten his ewn judgment in respect to the state of the church
and the demands of the age. Still more useful was the frequent
personal intereourse which he now enjoyed with Reuchlin, who
then lived at Stattgard and often rode to Tibingen to spend sev-
eral days with his young friend. Their love was like that of o
father and his child. ‘The enlightened and unprejudiced mind of
the elder necessarily exerted a great influence on the susceptible
heart of the younger.

In the Providence of God, Reuchlin became the means by
which Melanchthoa was directed to a wider and important field of
labor. Frederic the Wise, Elector of Saxony, was now in search
of a competent teacher of the Greek language for his newly
founded university at Wittenberg. Reuchlin being consulted,

! Reachlin was sscustemed t0 read the Bidle very diligently, and to carry
the New Testzinent with bim on his travels. When at Inaspruck, as ambes-
sador to Maximilian, he took 2 Greek New Testament, written in golden let-
ters which Erasmus used in his edition of that volume. Two Venetian am-
bussadors were then at the court, one of them said to his companion, « Lo !
those who know this Janguage are applanded in Germany, but are despised

amoag us in Italy.”
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could recommend no one for the post with greater confidence
than Melanchthon. “ He will psomote,” writes Reuchlin, « the
honor, reputation and usefulness of the university. For I know
no one among the Germans who surpasses him, except Erasmus
of Rotterdam, who is & Hollander. Melanchthon also goes be-
yond us all in Latin.” To Melanchthon he wrote July 24, 1518 ;
“Jo! aletter has arrived from our gracious primce, under his
own signature, in which he promises you pay and favor. So I
will not now address you in the words of the poet, but of the
promise of God which was vouchsafed to believing Abmbam,
* Get thee out from thy native land and from thy kindred and from
thy father's house to the land which I shall show thee. AndI
will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee and make
thy name great and thou shalt be blessed’ Such is the presen-
timent of my mind. So I hope of thee, my Philip, my care, my
-consolation. Go then, with joy and good courage.”

Melanchthon as Professor of Greek.

~ Melanchthon travelled on horseback from Tibingen to Witten-
berg. At an age so young and with a’ heart so susceptible, he
must have been the subject of various and conflicting emotions.
He was quitting a university where he had labored indefatigably
to sow the seeds of true learning. But instead of generous sup-
port, he had been met, for the most part with the envy and mal-
ice of the defendants of the old philosophy; his motives had
been traduced, and his doctrines, as they could not he refuted by
argument, were made the butt of poor attempts at wit. With -
the exception of Simler, professor of law, he seems to have had
little sympathy among the leading men in that ancient and big-
oted institution. On the other hand, he was now leaving the
exciting scenes of Southern Germany, the places of his birth,
and education. He had bid farewell to not a few yoang men
whom he had charmed by his enthusiasm and made his firm
friends by his gentleness and love. And above all, he was leaving
the honored Reuchlin, who had been to him more than a father.
Besides, he was now entering upon a new and untried sphere.
To an adult, experienced in the variouns fortnnes of life, the fature
would have occasioned some solicitude. How much more must
a heart like that of the sensitive and youthful Reformer have been
affected? The thoughtof meeting Luther whose fame was now
extending over Christendom, must have been alternately elevat-
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ing and depressing. He had never seen the son of the miner,
whose spiritual hammer was ringing on the old fortresses of pa-
pacy. The ruddy and bashful stripling might seem small in the
eyes of the champion of Protestantism, who was not always
very considerate towards his wesker brethren. But he went on,
trusting in his Almighty Guardian, who was opening before him
“a wide field of labor,” not free indeed from sharp thoms, but at
first full of flowers. At Niremberg, he formed an intimate ac-
gnaintance with the celebrated Pirckheimer. At Leipsic, he was
treated with marked hospitality, especially by George Moselia-
nus, professor of Greek. A splendid entertainment was provid-
od in honor of the youthful guest. On the 25th of August, 1518,
he reached Wittenberg and first introdaced himself to Luther.
His reception was not very exhilamting to his spirits. Luther
had some misgivings, as he notieed the timidity and animposing
exterior of the young Grecian. On the 29th, Melanchthon de-
livered his first lecture in the hall of the university, on Improve-
ments in the Education of Youth. Before him sat all the citi-
zens who made any pretensions to learning, and the Professors of
all the Facalties with their pupils. Luther listened to him with
the closest attention. Three or four days afterwards, he wrote :
“ Philip had a crowded anditory. As long as he lives, I desire no
other teacher of Greek. He has excited in all the theologians,
the highest as well as the lowest, a zeal for the study of Greek.”
It may be readily imagined how delighted the Reformer would
be with this fresh accession to the strength of a aniversity with
which, in his view, were bound up the hopes of the charch as
well as of true learning, A few weeks subsequently, he ad-
dressed him with the words, Mi dulcissime Philippe ! Melanch-
thon, on his part, felt strongly attracted towards an individual,
who, with indomitable conrage, had entered the field against the
foes of truth, and who was withal & man of the warmest and
most generous feelings. In him the youthful Professor recog-
nized the genuine honest German heart, true and unfeigned
piety, rare acquaintance with the Scriptures, joined to an exem-
plary practice of their precepts and extrmordinary endowments of
inteliect.

Melanchthon’s success in teaching was such as might be anti-
cipated. He was convinced that it was only by a fundamental
philological training, that young men could be prepared for the
service of the chorch. Beautifully he somewhere writes: “ To
peglect the youth in a Stade is like tuking away the Spring from

g
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the year. Indeed, we take it ewny when we leot the schools ran
to waste, for without them religion cannot be meintained. If the
study of the aciences is neglected, terible darkness will come
gver the eatire commonwenlth.” In his passion Jor the study of
Greek literaturs, Melanohthon surpessed all the temchers of his
age. The youth and childrea committed to his enre, were thor-
oughly instructed in the grammars of the two classical langua-
. ges. Ha delivered loctures on various Greek aad Latin aathors;
for example, on Homers Diad in 1519, and on Pliny's Natarel
History in 1620. At that period when so many treasures of
classical loarning could be found only in the MSS. of libraries,
the hindmnces, which hs had to sarmount, were often incredi-
ble. “Iremember,” says Winsheim, “ that while I was at Wit-
tenberg—about two years—and heard our dearest teacher lee.
ture on the Philippic amtions of Demosthenes, there were only
three hearers besides myself; as we wers compelled, for want of
copies, to transcribe for our own use from the singie copy of owr
instructer ; yet, notwithstanding all these difficnities, he labored
with inconceivable patience, though suffering much from want of
sleep and geneml ill-health.” In this branch of isbor, Melanch-
thon followed closely in the footsteps of Eraamua; while the
latter advanced classieal cultare, more by his writings, the form«
er aided it effectusally by his oral instructions. Professor Heer-
brand of Tubingen, in his funersl oration for Melanchthon, says
that his hearers sometimes amounted to two theusand, and ameng
these were princes, counts, barons and maltitudes of the nobitity.
At the same time, this illustrious scholar spoke of himself with
the utmost modesty. Writing to Wolfgang Fabricius, he says:
« Eramuus, that glory not only of the present age, but of all ages,
has cast the die for us, you, Wolfgang and Oecolampsadius, must
follow next. I think Martin and Caristadt will do something.
These I shall follow, sed iongo sutervallo.”

Before the end of September, Melanchthon dedicated to the
elector Frederic 8 Translation of one of Lucian's works; in Oe-
tober, he printed the Epistle to Titus and a small Dictionary; in
November, he wrote the preface to a Hebrew Grammar. He
immediately undertook a more elaborate work, on Rhetoric,
which appeared in three books, in January, 1619. In Febeuary,
followed another discourse ; in March and April, editions of sev-
eral of Plutarch’s writings with a preface. In 1620 his Compend
of Dialectics was published. An edition of this book and of the
Bhetoric appeared aflerwawds with many alterations. All these
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things were done dwving a very diversified and laberious course
of teaching, for Melanchthon umdertook to give instructiom im
Hebrew as well as Greek.

The scholars caught the eathusiasm of their teacher. “ They
are a8 industrious as ants at the university,” says Luther. Reo-
forms in the mode of instruction were propesed ; with the ap-
probation of Frederic, lectures were discontinued which bad ne
value but for the scholastic system, and others were substituted ,
founded on classical studies; the conditions upon which scadem-
ical degrees were granted were rendered less severe ; new views
and ideas were intmoduced, all which tended to place Witienberg
in strong contrast with the other universities.

“ It was an important circumstance,” says Ranke,! “ that a per-
fect master of . Greek arose at this moment at a university, where
the development of the Latin theology already led to a return te
the first genuine documents of primitive Christianity. Luther
now began to pursue this study with eamestness. His miad
was relieved and his confidence strengthened, when the sense of
a Greek phrase threw a sudden light on his theological ideas.
‘When, for example, he learned that the idea of repentance (poe-
nitentia), which, sccording to the language of the Latin church,
signified expiation or satisfaction, signified in the original conoep-
tion of Christ and his apostles, nothing but a change in the state
of the mind, it seemed as if a mist was suddenly withdrawn from
before his eyes.” .

Melanchthon as Theological Professor.

Melanchthon, not long after he came to Wittenberg, began to
lsbor directly for theology. Witk his exact knowledge of Greek,
his lectures on the New Testament could not have occasioned
him much difficulty. With restless enthusiasm he sought to
supply in a short time his defective knowledge of Hebrew.
“ Our Philip,” says Luther in 1519, “is now engaged in He-
brew ; so great is the fidelity and industry of the man that he
scarcely grudges any pains.” His zeal for theological studies was
much augmented by the famous disputation at Leipsic, in the
summer of 1519, when he became more deeply convinced of the
contrariety of the prevailing church doctrines to divine truth.
The taunting language of the pompous Eck: “ Keep still, Philip,

! Ranke's History of the Reformation, Bk. 3. Ch. 3.
Vou. IIL No. 10. 28
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sttend to your own studies and do not troable me,” impelled him
now to apply himself witlr great earnestness to theology. Om
the 19th of September, of the same year, he became biblionl
baccalaureate, in company with Joha Agricola. His first theolog-
ical lectures were on the Epistle to Fitas in 1518. In the follow-
ing year, he lectured on the Psalms, the Epistle to the Romans
and on Matthew's Gospel. In reference to the latier, Luther
. writes : “Yam sorry that 1 cannot send all the brethren to Philip's
theological lecture on Matthew, at 6 o'¢lock in the momning. That
Kitile Greek goes ahead of mve in theology itsell.” Melanchthon’s
theological labors were greatly increased in 1521-—323, by Lather's
frequent absences from Wittenberg. This was especially the
case, when the Reformer wasin attendance on the Diet at Worms.
8till, as we shall subsequently-see, his interest in these studies
was somewhat vaocilating.
" At length, after much effort Luther prevailed on the Eleector in
1626, to appoint Melanchthon in a formal manner, Professor of
Theology, and to assign him a salary as such. What a blessing
this arrangement became, in the good Providence of God, to
Germany and Christendom, it wounld be difficult to describe.
Btudents flocked to his lectures, says Heerbrand, not only from
Germany, but from almost all the countries of Europe. Multi-
tudes, attracted by the splendor of his name, resorted to Witten-
berg from France, England, Hungary, Transylvania, Poland, Be-
hemia, even from Italy itself, yea from Greece. The mode in
which Melanchthon lectured, was not such as prevails in Germa-
ny at the present time. He adopted, in a measure, the Socratic
style. By questions addressed to particular individuals, he sought
to enliven the monotony of an exercise and develep the talent of
the pupil. In addition to his common lectures on week days, he
gave on Sundays and festival-days, familiar expositions of the
Gospels in Latin. This practice he continned with great con-
seientiousness during the eleven last years of his life. On this
subject Christopher Petsel, to whom the world is .indebted for
these invaluable fruits of Melanchthon's labors,! makes the fol-
lowing statement: *“ When the university was redpened, after the
Schmalcald war, on account of there being meay Hungarians
who could not understand the sesmons in .the German language

' Published under the title, ¢ Postilla Melanthoniana h. e. Lectionum Evan-
gelicarum. . . . Explicationes piae et eruditae Philippi Melanthonis. Hanov.
1504, 95. P. I—1V. Melanchthon was never & preacher. He says expressly
in 1536, Ege consionari non possum.
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delivered in the church, Melanchthon began t¢ emplain: the Gpe-
pels for their benefit, on Sundays and festivals, at his own house-
Boon, on aocount of -the multitude of hearers, he removed to the
public hall these lectures or diseourses, in which he was aceus-
tomed, in familiar langnage, to go over the principal poiats of the
text on which the semmon had been founded. As he had hed
much experience in the training of the young and was fumished
with the most various lesrning, he adapted his instructions to the
eapacities of his hearem, of whom there was a multitude of youth,
and many who were .mere boys. He was acoustomed to inter-
sperse grammatieal and. historieal. matters with the catechetical
and theological, so that thereby the lectare was mot only useful
toall, but exseiting and agreesble. There are thoss who recel-
Ject, that from the year 1549 to his happy departure from the pres-
ent life in 1560, he delivered scarcely aay lectures which were
more pupalar than these, Though he was not used to dictate at
ali, but spoke with the ntmost freedom so that he might proceed
more mpidly and bring the exercise within the hour, still thers
were not wanting those who oould catch amd pat on paper these
familiar, verbal discourses ; there. were some even 80 persevering
that they did net omit the subordinate points. Sach was the
anxiety, such the seal at that time to hear the groat teacher!
Counts, barons, nobles, students of all classes and professions,
the old, yousg men and boys in greet pumbers, hung on the lips
of the instructer.” .

“ It was of mmbh value to Melanchthon,” says Ranke,
+that he oonld here devote himself to subjects which filled his
whole soul, and that he now found the substance of those forms to
which his attention had beea hitherto principally direeted. He
embraced with enthusiasm the theological views of Lather and,
above all, kis profound exposition of the doctrine of justification.
Bat he was not formed to receive .these opinions passively. He
-was one of those extraordinary apirits, appearing at rare intervals,
who attein to a full possession and use of their powers at an
early period of life. When he went to Wittenberg he was but
just twenty-one. With the precision which solid philological
studies seldom fuil to impart, with the nice inetinct natural to the
frame of his mind, he seizad the theological elsment which was
offered to his grasp.”

A still more extensive sphere of influence was opened to Me-
lanchthon, by the publication of a multitude of theological writ-
ings. Most of these wero the lectures which he had delivered
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to his pupils, or -these at lemst Iny at the foundation of thems
Lather himself chose to bring out some of these lectares sur-
reptitiously, rather than permit them to be confined to the narow
{imits of the leeture-room. Hence, without the kmowledge of
the auther, he published Melanchthon’s Exposition of the Epis-
tles to the Romans and Corinthians, to which he had him-.
self listened in the lectwre-room. He thus charaotenstically
addresses the author: “ It is I who publish this commentary of
yours, and I sead yoursell to you. If yom are not satisfied with
yourself, you do right; it is enough that you please us. Yours is
the fault, if there be any. Why did you net publish them yoar-
self? Why did you let me ask, command and urge you to pub»
lish to no purpose? This is my defence aguninst you. For I am
witling to rob you and to bear the name of a thief; I fear not
your complaints or accasations.”

Melanchthon was the first to whom the Proteatant church are
indebted for what can be properly styled a Manmal or SBystem of
religious doetrines. His labors in this department of theology
wese of the highest value. The origin of the volame to which
we refer was, in a sense, entirely accidental. In his lectares om
the Epistie to the Romans, he had drawn up for the benefit of
his hesrers a summary of the meost important topics handled by
the apostle. This little abstract was printed by some of his pu-
-pils without his approbation or knowledge. As seoun as he pes-
ceived its imperfections, he determined to publish it in an en-
larged and more complete form. Thus originated his Loci Com-
munes, first printed in Wittenberg in 1521.) Wherever in Ger-
many, any desire had been awakened for the Reformeation of the
church, this volume received a warm welcome. Luther especial-
ly, was almost beside himself for joy. “ The book deserves,” he
exclaimed, “ not. only immortality but to be admitted among the
canonical books. Whoever would now become a theologian has
great advantages, for in the first place, he has the Bible whieh is
now 8o clear that he can understand it without difficulty. Thea
let him read Philip's Loci Communes, so that he will have the
whole of it by heart. When he has these two things, he isa
theologian whom neither the devil nor any heretic can pull down, .
and the whole of theology stands open before him, so that he

! The full title is, Loci Communes Rerum Theologicarum, seu Hypotyposes
Theologicae. Auctore Phil. Melanch. [n 182}, Augusti published an edition
of this work, at the completion of the third cemtury from the publication of
-the 1at edition, with notes historical and literary. < .
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oan poruse for edifioasion what he will. Then, if he pleases, he
may read Philip’s Commentary en Bomans, and may subjoin my
Commentaries on Galatinns and Deunteronomy, aad thus gaina
oopious stock of words. You can find none ameag all his books,
where the sum of religion is exhibited in finer proportions tham
i the Loci Communes. Read all the fathers and sententiaries,
you will tind nothing to be compared with it. There is no better
book, after the Bible, than this.”

- Thwefirst pdition was immediately exhausted, aad two more edi-
tions were demanded the same year. Up to 1526,—five years—
the treatise bad been printed fifteen times in Latin and tenin Ger-
man, with but few .important alterations. In the mean time, as
Melanchthon was aoguiring more learning and experience and a
sounder judgment, some peoints appeared io him o need an en-
tire, others a partial revision. In 1535, a new edition appeared
under the title of Loei Communes theologici. This was in many
respects & new work. It was dedicated to Henry VIIL of Bng-
Iand, in order to conciliate his favor towards the Lutherans.
The king reeeived it graciously and sent the author two hundred
duoata! The work in this form passed through, in seven yeass,
fwelve oditions in Latin and  seven in German. The translation
into the vemacular langnage was made by Justus Jonas. The
work was subjected in 1540 to anether thorongh emendation, es-
pecially in the definitions of ecclesiastioal terms. In this third
form, it was pablished, during the author's life, twenty-four times
in Latin, and at the clese of 1626, it had been pablished cln'ny-
three times in Latin and therteen in German,

Among the more important works of a theological character
which Melanshthon published, were the following : on the Ni-
cene Creed; Defence aganinst Eck; Oration for Luther; Apolo-
gy for Luther ngainst the decision of the Paris theologians ; an-
swers to the impious Articles of the Bavarian Inquisition ; also,

‘vanous works against Flacins, Osiander, Stancar and others;

the Augsburg Confession and its Defence, published in 1536,
and a greatly improved editior of the same in 1640 ; Opinions of
some of the Ancient Fathers relating to the Lord's Sapper; a
trentise respecting the aunthority of the Church and the Writings
of the Ancients; and the Confession of the Doctrinal Belief of
the Saxon Charches, published in 1561.

! This dedication caused Melanchthon some trouble. Luther was not wholly
pleased with it. in 1540, Melanchthon wrote: * Let us stop praising the Eng-
fish Nero,”

268%
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~"In tone and style, Melanchthon’s later writings were mot equal
to his eardier. For example, his Apolegies for Luther, published
in 15621, are characterized by great .elegance, 'spirit and freshness
of diction, while some of his preductions of a later date are toe
diffose and scholastic. This prolixity was sometimes reprehended
by Luther. It appears to have been occasioned, in part, by the
anxieties and sorrows with which his advancing years were af-
flicted.

No one had & more thorough conviction of the importance of
logical order in thinking and writing, than Melanchthon. In his
view, the first requisito for a theologian was the ability to devel-
op a suhject methodically. Hardly anything did he more abhar
than that confuosed and promiscuous collocation of topies which
appeared in the preductions of some of his contemporaries. In
the attainment of a just method in writing on theological subjects,
his stadies in philosophy were of eminent service.

Perspicuity was another quality which he highly esteemed and
eamestly sought. “It is in vain,” he remarks, “ to expend the
utmost pains in science, if we never attain the power clearly to
present the thoughts of the soul.” This art he viewed as the
‘more necessary in a theologian, from the fact that he can attain
his object not so much by a sudden excitement of the passions as
by repeated and thorough instruction. Hence, in his later writ-
ings, one can very rarely detect anything of an hyperbolical and
extravagunt nature. “I love,” he says, “the exact expression,
and I call out aloud in the school daily, that every one should take
pains to select appropriate language. 1 wish that nese would
-ever follow me when I make use of terms which are not perti-
nent; 1 am a very severe judge to myself, and I cemmend others
who employ a vigorous censorship.” By this appropriateness of
style he meant a clear, natural and popular method of ad-
dress, alike intelligible to the leamed and unlearned. - This per-
-spicuity, which he so much valued, was greatly promoted, in his
own case, by his disrelish for innovations or novelties in theologieal

" terms,~—a feeling which the German of the present day is not too
prone to cherish. Xenophon relates that when Hippias came to
Athens to hear Socrates and had asked him what he taught in pas-
ticular, the philosopher replied : *“ The same things concerning the
same,” and subjoined, “ But thou, since thou art so extmordmm
ly intellectual, canst perhaps always utter something new.” To
this incident Melanchthon often referred, in order to warn his pu-
pils against a prurient love of novel phraseology. “ Many are the
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Hippinsee,” he remarks, « who do not say the same things in the
same manner. It is the plague and curse of the church, that mea
are eager for change in respect to the form of its peculiar doc~
m'ne&)l

Melanchthon's Domestic and Social Character.

Melanchthon was married, Nov. 26, 1620, to Catherine, daugh-
ter of Jerome Crapp, burgomaster at Wittenberg.! Although, in
this step, he followed the advice of Luther and some other friends,
rather than his own judgment, yet he found so many excellent
qualities in his wife, and so much happiness in the relation, that
shortly aftér his marriage he wrote to Giinther, “that he had
married a woman who was certainly worthy of a better man.”
They had four children, Annsa, Philip, George and Magdalen.
Camerarius mentions that Melanchthon had always regarded
little children with almost excessive tenderness. This fact would
lead us to infer that his own children inust have been very dear
tohim. Wae may mention two or three incidents in illustration.
One moming when Melanchthon was weeping, perhaps on ac-
count of the divisions and sad state of the church, his little Anna
ran up to him, end with the most artless sympathy, wiped away
his tears with her little apron. *“ This token of her sympathy,”
he afterwards wrote, “went to my heart.” At another time
while sitting in the nursery, with one hand rocking the cradle
and the other holding a book, a learned Frenchman was intro-
dnced to him; the stranger showed not a litle astonishment in
finding 8 men so distinguished in such a place. One of his
daughters, having stayed from home, on a certain occasion, longer
than the prescribed time, her father asked her, on her return, in
8 half serious, half playful way, what she would say to her moth-
er, who would severely reprove her. The little girl, with the
most bewitching simplicity, answered, “nothing.” The father
was greatly delighted, and used frequently to refer to it as alto-
gether in point when he was called to meet the abuses of his
enemies. In a passage of his writings, where he is showing how
-deeply implanted is a parent’s affection for his child, he refers to
the example of Agesilaus, which might be very naturally applied
to himself. “ One day when Agesilaus, now old, was ridingon &

t He pointed out the day to his pupils by the lines:

A studiis hodie facit otia grata Philippus,
Nec vobis Pauli dogmsats leget.
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weoden homse with his sen Archidamus, showing him how to per-
form the feat, a prince suddenly interrupted them. ‘ Tell no ons
of this, I entreat you,’ said Agesilaus to the stranges, ‘ until yem
have sons of your own.’”

But the domestic happiness which Melanchthon enjoyed, was
interrupted by various cares and sorrows. His son George, who
was born at Jena in 15627, (the plague having compelled the fam-.
ily to remove from Wittenherg,) and who had become to his
father an object of the utmost affection, was torn from his em
brace by death when two years old. “ Nothing in life,” he writes,
“was ever deaver to me than this chill. He was endowed with
extraordinary gifts. What a blow his death has inflicted upen
me, words cannot describe. No sorrow, except & sense of the
wrath of God, can equal that of parents in the sufferings or loss
of their children. This sorrow will last as long as the mind is
sane.” DBut he was called to suffer more protracted grief by the
events which followed the marrisge of his eldest daughter, Anna,
with George Sabinus. “For her,” says Camerarius, “he had an ex-
traordinary affection. To high intellectual endowments, she added
the charms of piety and of a winning gentleness.! Sabinug
seems to have been a vain, self-conceited and ambitions man,
though by no means wanting in talent. He was a aative of
Brandenburg, and came in 1523, at the age of fifteen years, to
Wittenberg. On account of his intellectual promise, especially
in poetry, Melanchthon received him into his own house as a
pupil. Afterwards he studied law and then applied himself with
great zeal to the classics, till he was appointed professor of belles
lettres, at Frankfurt on the Oder, by the Elector Joachim of Bran-~
denburg. Two years before, Melanchthon had consented to give
him his daughter Anna in marriage. But his office did not meet
his ambitious aims; he aspired after something more imposing.
‘When the duke of Prussia determined to found, in 1543, a univer-
sity at Konigsberg, Sabinus resolved to use all the means at his
command to obtain one of the professorships. His wife, unas-
suming, gentle and educated at a guiet home, found her connec-
tion unhappy. In 1544, her father wrote to Camerarius as fol-
Jows: “ Sabinus will quit the institution at Frankfurt, because he
sees how difficult it will be to satisfy the expectatiens of so many
learned judges. He is in search of some place where he can

! Camerarius expresses that peculiar love which a parent has for his first-

born very felicitously : ¢ accedente etiam fortasse aligua occultiore naturse
conciliatione.”
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rale and ‘whence he can reach a court life. This, you must
know, is his whole aim. Perhapa it will come to this, that he
will remove my danghter still further from my eyes, but I seck
to content myself. Recently she complained in a letter to her
mother of the faults of her husband, by which she has likewise
suffered in reputation. She subjoins, that we must be silent in
regard to the matter, and since she has already suffered so much,
she wishes to have patience in future.”” Sabinus at length at,
tained his object, and was appointed first rector of the university
at Konigsberg. Before he went there, his wife and children
made a long visit at her father's house in Wittenberg. Melanch-
thor’s love to her and solicitude in respect to her future ciroum-
stances appear vividly in his letters. “ The journey of my daugh-
ter,” he writes to Camerarius, “ canses me unceasing pain and
sorrow. I pray God that he will look upon our tears. Siill you
may see how good my daughter always is at home ; she is quiet,
modest, sober, not quarrelsome, and of an acute understanding.”
The news of her death must have reached him in March, 1547,
and the thought that he could not be with her in her last hours
and listen to her dying requests, opened all the fountains of
sorrow within him. “Isend you,” he wrote to Eber of Witten.
berg from Zerbst, “ an account of the death of my daughter, which,
whenever I read it, or ouly think of it, so excites my paternal
feelings, that I fear I shall lose my health. The face of my weep-
ing daughter, I cannot remove from my sight, as she was asked
what she wished to have said to her parents; various feelings
come over me and fill me with pain” After the death of his
danghter, Melanchthon's affections were concentrated upon the
four little children whom she had left With characteristic kind-
ness he thus addressed Sabinas: “It is my wish that we may
continue to live on friendly terms; I will remain faithful. Your
children at least I will regard as my own, and they are in truth
also mine. I love them not less than I loved their mother.
What ardent affection I had for her, many know; this is not
quenched by her death; it is rather cherished by my grief and
eamest longing for her. Since I know how she loved her child-
ren, her affections, I think, must be transferred to me.” Sabinus
complied with this request and committed his four children, three
danghters and one son, to the care of their grand-parents. These
became the joy and comfort of Melanchthon’s declining years.!

! He calls them fifius mostrae dulcissimae. The youngest he sometimes
named, on account of her wit, fram dociorinas. Babinus married, in 1548, a
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Melanchthon’s second daughter, Magdalen, was married in
June, 1560, to Caspar Peucer, doctor of medicine,! a learned and
excellent man. After the death of his father-in-law, he occupied
the first place among the Professors of the university at Witten-
berg, and became physician in ordinary to the Elector of Saxony:
Subsequently, he - suffered severe persecution; being suspected
by the eager partizans of Lutheranism of entertaining the views
of those who were termed Crypto-Calvinists. At a period whea
the best Protestants understood so little the great principles of
religious freedom, he was thrown into prison, where he lay twelve
years, and during which his wife died He was marmied, after
his release, to a widow, and passed the rest of his days at Zerbst.
But “ the iron bad entered so deeply into his soul,” that he was
often seen to weep during the hours of public worship. .

Melanchthon's second son, Philip, resembled his father in good-
ness of heart, but was inferior in intellectual endowments. He
was 8 lawyer, and at the time of his death, was protonotary of
the University of Wittenberg. He died at eighty years of age,
childless. Melanchthon’s wife died while he was absent at
‘Worms, two years before his own death. He was not able to
mee her in her illness, nor to be present at her funeral. She had
been very infirm for a long time and had earnest desires to de-
part and be with Christ. Her mind, in her last days, was.clear
and tranquil, and she was cheered by her union with her Redeemer
and with the hope of eternsl felicity. Cainerarius thus sums up
her character: “ She was a very pious woman, entirely devoted
to her husband. A very careful and industrious housewife, kind
towards all. In.bestowing gifts upon the poor, she not only
made use of her own means, but earnestly solicited aid from her
friends. She was a woman of the greatest disinterestedness, and
in her uniform anxiety to copy the good works of the “ holy wo-
men” of old, practised an extmordmury economy.”?

Melanchthon’s gentleness is exhibited in his method of edumto

second wife, daughter of a eenator at Komg-berg Melanchthon was delighted
in hearing that her features resembled those of his deceased daughter, infer-
ring, as he was duposed to do, that she might also have the same loveliness of
character.

1 ¢ Te oro,” says Melanchthon writing to Camerarius, “ etiam adolesoentin
Peuceri causs, qui te tanqeam patrem v tur, ut ad ritum publicam et com-
munem precationem usitatam in nuptiie venias.”

* Her husband mentions that she did not buy a single new garment from her
marriage in 1620 tili 1524. In this respect, she conformed entirely to the judg
ment and example of Melanchthon,
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ing his children. Love, kindness and patience were substituted
for sharp discipline. “ Mercy,” he said in reference to this sub-
Jeet, “ rejoiceth against judgment,” and “ blessed are the merci-
ful for they shall obtain mercy.” Mild principles and methods of
proceeding, he used to maintain, are more effectual than the se-
verity which was then so common. His views and practice, as
might be expected, did not precisely accord with those of Luther.
Yet the latter was by no means wanting in a playful and affec-
tionate tenderness towards his children, as his letters abundantly
show. “1recollect,” says Melanchthon,  that when Martia, Bu-
genhagen, Jonas, Amsdorf and 1 were sitting together, and talk-
ing at large on the love of parents towanrds their children, Ams-
dorf exclaimed : ‘I know, I know what it is” Martin, interrupt-
ing him, said: ‘ you know nothing about it’ Amsdorf had never
been married.”!

In his connections with his numerous friends, Melanchthon ex-
hibited the same unvarying benignity. “ There is nothing in life
sweeter and more gmateful,” he remarks, “thas the reciprocal
kindnesses of friends. Seneca beautifully expresses it, when he
says: ‘I would not desire wisdom if I must possess it alone.’”
Spalatin, Jonas, Cruciger, Bugenhagen, Dietrich, Brenz, Myco-
nias and Baumgirtner were among the friends whom he most
cordially loved and honored. But there was one who was dear
above all and formed, as it were, the other pole of his life. This
was Joachim Camerarius? Professor at Leipsic, and afterwards
Melanchthon’s biographer. For a period of forty years, not the
slightest shade obscured the brightness of their friendship. As
often as his circumstances permitted, Melanchthon left what he
called his “ work house,” and rode to Leipsic to enjoy the society
of him whom he denominated his other self, dimidiym animae
meae. In 1542, when he heard of the breaking out of the plague
at Leipsic, he wrote: “Ientreat you to come hither with your
wife and family. They can live with us quite conveniently.
The large’ chamber and bed-room stand empty. My wife and
daughters wish for intercourse with your family. The expense
will not be great” Subsequently, a danghter of Camerarius was

! In 1543, Melanchthon wrote to Aemilius, who was moarning the loss of &
child, * I have feit what these wounds are, | recollect that Luther last year,
when his danghter Magdalen died, remarked that he could not have believed
that the sorrows of parents in the loss of children were so sharp as he had
found thewm to be.”
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married and went to reside at Wittenberg.l Thenceforth the
two families lived on terms of almost daily intercourse. ,

Melanchthon put up with the weaknesses and faults of his
friends in a spirit of extraordinary patience and considerateness.
‘When reviled, he reviled not again. His early colleague, John
Agricola, treated him for a long time, with great asperity. Yet
after all, Melanchthon could write to him thus: “ I affirm in truth
that I have ever loved you, and that I wish that our mutual good
will may continue uninterrupted ; at least in etemity it will be
pleasanter, if our friendship, begun here, should exist unbroken.”
Minor differences in religious opinions were of little account with
him, provided the essential articles of faith were believed. In
1646, writing to Musculus, he says, “1 think that all connected
in this university, and of one mind on the main doctrines, ought
to be mutnal friends, though in the explanation of less important
points, one may express himself more, another less correctly.”
In his correspondence which was most extensive, reaching to
every part of Europe, Melanchthon made it a special object to
show a disinterested spirit, and to use conciliatory language, so
that all Protestants might be heartily united, and present an un-
broken front against the assauits of their wily adversary.

Modesty and Gentleness of Melanchthon.

With all his learning and high reputation, Melanchthon was
distinguished for humility and the most unassuming manners.
In 1527, he wrote : * My desire is to be useful to youth who are
pious and zealous in study; when I was yet young, I had no other
aim. At least while employed in sacred studies, I never had it
for an object to awaken admiration on acccount of my abilities;
this only appeared important to me, that I should perform what
becomes a reasonable man, namely, to gain & more exact
acquaintance with divine truth.” When looking back on his life,
near its close, he could affirm, I have labored in my office, so
far as God has given me ability, to promote the philosophical
education of youth, and I have not sought in this instruction, a
splendid name.” In one of his lectures, he remarks: “ A doctor
is one who is indirectly called of God, whose vocation it is to
teach, not to administer the sacraments, who has not the power

! This lady died in 1558. Her last words ¢ God will not forsake ime,” Me-
lanchthom could never forget. On his own dying bed he spoke oflen and
dreamed of her.

[ ]
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of governing as a pastor has, but who is nnder the pastor, as I
am” When excessive compliments or honors were tendered
him, as was sometimes the case, he could hardly restrain feelings
of indignation. “I have no pleasure,” he writes to one, “ in that
extravagant praise which you shower upon me with both hands.
I must be very arrogant to take it to myself.”

Nearly allied to the quality to which we have alluded, was
gentleness, or mildness. Sudden bursts of anger were not indeed
altogether foreign to him, but the feeling quickly diseppeared
like some light cloud, that for 2 moment obscures the face of the
sky. Love of peace was innate; envy, hatred and contention
were his abhorrence. * Patient silence” was his motto; simple
exhibition of the truth, without passion, was his practice. “F
will make no answer to reproaches,” he writes, “but I will fol-
low the words of the Psalmist, ‘they cursed, but I entreated.”
Many grievous disorders, says Celsus, are cured by abstinence
and quiet. Beautiful is the observation of Cyprian: ‘ He is not
unhappy who hears insuiting language, but he who utters it” No
music is sweeter than patiently to bear reproaches. Nobly says
Euripides, ‘ that when two men are contending and one becomes
angry, wisdom dwells with him who remains silent.’” Still, Me-
lanchthon on some occasions, made unse of delicate raillery, and-
of language which implied the strongest disapprobation of the
views of his opponents.

It would not be strange, if the habitual mildness of the great
Reformer sometimes degenerated into weakness, which might
tempt him to compromise the truth, or shrink from declaring it
when it was unpopular. Much has been written by the zealous
Lutherans in condemnation of his timidity, and of his disposition
to falter in his pathsif not to retam to communion with Rome.!
There was doubtless some ground for these charges. The im-
pression of his weakness, in this particular, which is so prevalent,
must have had some foundation in truth, yet there were not
wanting great occasions when the lamb became a lion, and
exhibited a courage worthy of Luther. It was in the conferences
at Augsburg, says Mosheim, that the character of Melanchthon
appeared in its true colors. Here the votariesof Rome exhausted
their efforts to gain over to their party this pillar of the Refor-
mation, whose abilities and virtues added such a lustre to the
Protestant cause. Under the inflaence of mild and generous

} Mayer published a dissertation in 1645, entitled De nimia lenitate Melanch-
thonis, and Schumacher one in 1700, De Timore Phil. Melanch.
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'treatment, he was apt to sink into a kind of yielding softness,
but when he was addressed is imperioos-language and menacing
terms, he was firm asa rock. A spirit of intrepidity animated all
his words and actions, and he looked down with contempt upon
the thrests of power and the fear of death. The truth is that in
this great man, a soft and yielding temper wes joined with the
most inviolable fidelity and to the most invincible attachment to
the truth. After the Protestant Confession had beer presented
to the Council, the cardinal Campegius inquired of Melanchthon,
if he still persisted in his opinion. He replied that neither he
nor his agsociates conld abandon the known truth, and he besonght
him not to denounce their sentiments, but to allow them to avow
what they could never deny with a good conscience. Campe-
gins angwered, “ I cannot allow it, for the successor of Peter is
infallible.” “ Well then,” rejoined Melanchthon, “ we commend
oeurselves and our concerns to God. If He be for us, who can be
sgainst ns? 'We shall await with patience whatever may happen
wus. In our provinces, there are above forty thousand persons,
imeluding poor ministers, their families and parishioners, whose
apiritual interest we cannot abandon, but will do whatever we
are able for them, praying for the help of Jesus Christ whose
oause we emmbrace; and in our calling we are prepared to labor
with patience and endure all difficulties. If it be necessary, we
would, if such be the will of God, rather fight and die than betray
%0 many souls.” In the Conference at Worms, in 1540, he ex-
hibited the most determined courage. “« While the Spanish and
Fremch soldiers stood before the door,” be said, “ I would not
assent t0-the ambignous articles.” “ With clear and noble wards,”
says Dr. Goldstein, “ Melanchthon expounded meany dark pas-
sages, and with that earnest and uncommonly sweet voice of his,
made, I know not how, a deep impression on the feelings.” In
the folowing year, at Regensburg, the emperor found fault with
his great pertinacity and vehemence. The following proof of his
personal courage is mentioned. In the evening of June 3, 1566,
s band of - students appeared with tumnituons noises before his
house. He armed himself with a huntsman’s spear, and in com-
pany with bis servant, went down to them in the street, and
in a determined manner, ordered silemce. All obeyed, except a
Polish Kmght, who rushed upon him with a drawn sword. Me-
lanchthon, nothing daunted, vigorously and succesefully defended
himself.
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Melanclthow's Pety.

Piety was at the basis of. Melanchthon's character. The fear
of God was the animating motive, without which his great intel-
lectual endowments would have lost their worth. “ We live,” he
writes, “ because God blows upon ns wonderfully with his breath,
not through any power of nature. This I myself experience.
“ The same feelings with which we enter the house of God, ought
to accompany ws to the sshool, so that we may here learn and be
able to communicate divine things. Over the entrance to many
old churches, stands the inscription, hewn in stone, ¢ My house
is » house of prayer’ This should also be inscribed upon the
school-house, since schools are a part of public religious service,
and therein we teach and leam the truth; and prayer should be
econnected therewith.” Melanchthon had the greatest delight in
the pablic worship of God, especially in the singing of hymns.
In his own houss, his piety shone forth in & very attractive man-
ner. Indeed he found little there to try his feelings. His wife,
children, grandchildren and his aged servant, John, were among
those who feared the Lord and rejoiced to do his will.! As soon
as he awoke in the morming, he offered a short prayer, after a
prescribed form. He then read that passage in the Scriptures
which was designated in the formularies of the church. He was
much, though not superstitiously attached to the Lord’s Prayer,
and other prescribed portions of the church symbols. Among his
favorite texts of Scriptare, were John, 10: 27—29, “ My sheep
hear my voice,” etc.; John 14: 23, “If a man love me,” ete.;
John 17: 20, 21, “ Neither pray I for these alone,” etc.; and, as
might be anticipated, 1 John 4: 16, “ God is love, and whosoever
dwelloth in love, dwelleth in God and God in him” Butitis
unnecessary to refer to other facts and incidents which illustrate
Melanchthon's religious chamecter. The spirit with which he was
sctuated and the whole tenor of his life, attest the depth of his
religious cenvictions. The dispositions which he exhibited in
controversy and in the presence of princes and emperors, were a
surer indication of true piety, than any fervor of zeal or boldness

1 Melanchthon, writing to Dietrich, says: ¢ Your sermons respecting the
sufferings of the Son of God, | have not yet read, but 1 will read them dilis

gently. My servant, who is eager lo peruse such writings, greatly approves
them.”
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of confession. Foes as weu as friends, bear witness to his at-
tractive and almost faultless example.

Religious Belief of Melanchthon.

There were some events in the history, and several traits in
the character of this Reformer, which would lead us to predict
with some assurance the characteristics of his theological belief.
One of these facts was the elegant classiecal training which he
had received. He, whose mind was imbued with the spirit of
Homer and Cicero, would view almost every topic of revelation
in a different light from that of many of his contemporaries. The
intimate friend of Reuchlin and Erasmus could not be confined
in scholastic trammels. The liberalizing influences of an ac-
quaintance with Greek literature especially, must have diffused
themselves over his theological specnlations. Again, fairness
was a chamcteristic of Melanchthon's rnind. Though familiar
with the dialectics of the schools, he had no inclination to entan-
gle an opponent with sophisms, or to gain a cause by any other
method than that of open and honest argument. In this respect
he excelled all the Reformers. Truth, not victory, was so mani-
festly his object, that he conciliated the esteem and love of not a
few who would have been otherwise hostile to the Beformation.
His countenance and entire aspect were an index of candor and
freedom from prejudice. His uncommon amiableneas of disposis
tion would naturnlly keep him aloof from those who wonld be
esteemed the most rigidly orthodox. He was not formed by
nature to tread precisely in the steps of the bishop of Hippo, nor
give an unconditional adhesion to the lawgivers at Wittenberg
or Geneva. His ardent love of truth would preserve him from
being a time-server; his loving heart would not codlesce with any
bigoted religionist.

From these considerations we should expect that Melanchthon
would believe both declarations of Holy Writ, “ thy word is a
lamp to my feet,” and “the heavens declare the glory of God.”
Not only the fanatical sect of Anabaptists, but many high Lu-
therans, rejected every evidence for the divine attributes from
those sciences which do not stand in immediate connection with
theology. They contended that the reason of man is aitogether
blinded by the fall, and that man before his conversion, which is
effected by mere mercy, can kriow nothing of God. But antiquity,
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with its noble characters, with its fine conceptions on morals and
law, and with its aspirations after religious truth, spoke too loudly
and clearly to allow Melanchthon to shat his ears. He believed
that there were sparks of that divine light, though feeble and
weak, which originally belonged to man in full measare. “ Phi.
losophers like Plato, Xenophon and other leamed and well prin-
cipled men,” he says, “ what did they think of God? Did they
mark at all his existence? Certainly, they believed that there is
a God How did they come to this belief? By considering the
human soul itseif, and then the structure of the universe. You
know that in philosophy there are convincing proofs, that the
world did not originate by accident, but that it proceeded ﬁ'om
one, eternal, creative mind.”

At the same time, in upholding the peculiar doctrines of Chris-
tianity, as undiscoverabie by human reason and as indispensable
to the salvation of the soul, no one was more decided than Me-
lanchthon. His teachings give no countenance to modern ration-
alism. He held fast to the great doctrine of the Protestants, that
the Bible is the only anthentic rule of faith and practice. Christ,
as the truth itself, could not err.  His apostles also spake as they
were moved by the Holy Spirit.

In the early periods of his theological life, Melanchthon was
altogether disinclined to indulge in speculations on the mysteries
of Christianity. The extent to which the scholastics had carried
their hypotheses, utterly useless as most of these were, deterred
him from giving any countenance to their example. At a later
day, his opinion was somewhat changed, when the danger of the
reéstablishment of the scholastic philosophy was much dimin.
ished. He thought that by the temperate use of analogies from the
material world, light might be thrown upon the doctrines of Chris-
tianity. In this respect, he copied the ancient fathers, particnlarly
Augustine, whose writings he highly valued.

The traths which centre around the cross of Christ, were the
object of Melanchthon’s profoundest admiration and most ardent
love. “ All creatures,” he remarks, “throughout eternity, will
contemplate with the highest wonder, this union of justice and
mercy. The reason is astonished at it and sinks to the ground.
The theme is so great that were the universe, all angels and alt
men but one intellect, they could not comprehend its magnitude.”
But it is unnecessary to go at large into a subject, which is
handled at length in the general histories of the Reformation,

29
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and especially, since he has left such clear statements of his
opinions in his Loci Communes and other writings.

It may be well, however, to advert to two or three topics, on
which Melanchthon's views underwent, in the course of his pub-
lic life, considerable change. These topics were Grace, Free-
will, Predestination and the Presence of Christ in the Supper.
The causes of this change appear to have been the influence of
his constitutional temperament, more exact study, an increasing
acquaintance with the Scriptures and the church fathers, the
effects of Luther's disputes with Erasmus and of his own contro-
versies with the catholic divines. His matured and finel opipions
may be gathered from the following statements. The doctrine
of the fatalists, he contended, cannot be true, because it makes
God the author of sin, e. g., of the crimes of a Paris, a Nero and of
like men, and because it would render prayer wholly useless.
The nature of the {reedom of which man is now in possession,
he sought to illustrate in the following maunner. There are two
species or modes of power or authority in man, which he names
8 despotic and a political. The first accomplishes what it wills,
unconditionally ; the other, indirectly and conditionally. God has
impressed both forms on the nature of man. The despotic hag
reapect to the control of the external members; the political, to
testraining the inclinations of the heart. The last is almost
wholly destroyed by Adam’s fall. The heart has become blinded
and obstinate, continually inclined to sin, so that there are only
transient and feeble resolutions elicited for that which is good.
But the despotic, though weakened by the destruction of the
political, still essentially exists. The bodily members must move,
or remain at rest, according to the will of the iadividual. One
has the power to partake of, or refuse, the cup handed to him.
A thief is under no necessity of stealing. Inanswer to the ques-
tion, whether man is entirely passive in conversion, he says, if it
were so0, the change would be effected by force ; there would be
nothing said of effort or striving on our part, and conversion
would be accomplished as water is poured into a vessel. Such
imaginations are to be set aside ; indeed experience itself refutes
them, because conversion is not attained without a great struggle,
and this attests that man is not simply passive. The Holy Spirit
does not act in man as in a stock that does nothing, but he so
draws and turns man, that he, i e. the Holy Spirit wills that there
ghould be some action of the will in adults and intelligent per-
sons, which shall accompany his own agency. Pharaoh and Saul
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opposed God, not by compulsion, but voluntarily. David freely
confessed his crime and turned unto the Lord. Facts correspond
with the old saying, praecedente gratia, comitante voluntate. Chry-
sostom says: “ God draws, but he draws the willing.” In respect
to predestination, Melanchthon affirms, God has from eternity
determined, of his merey, to make those happy who believe his
word. Our happiness is not grounded ®n our works or on our
holiness, but on the immovable foundation of the Divine mercy.
For every man this must be an inexhaustible source of consola-
tion and joy. Thas it is clear, that the ground of predestination
does not differ from that of justification. In the later editions of
his Loci Comiaunes, Melanchthon lays down the three following
propositions: 1. Election is not to be judged of from reason, or
the law, but from the gospel. 2. The whole numberof the saved
are elected on account of Christ Wherefore, unless we include
a recoguition of Christ, we can affirn nothing of election. 3. We
are not to seek one cause of justification and another of election.
In respect to the presence of Christ in the Supper, Melanchtbon
writes as follows : “ The bread, which we break, is that external,
visible thing by which we are made partakers and members of
the body of Christ; in the same manner as it is said, the gospel
is the power of God, i. e. it is that thing or instrument by which
God works. The words, the cup is the New Testament in my
blood, are used metonymically, and one is reminded of the ex-
pression fasces sunt imperium Romanum. Christ is present in
his own Sacrament, not because & priest there effects a change,
or because there is power in the words to transform the thing,
but because he most freely wills to be present at a rite which he
has institnted, just as the Holy Spirit is most freely present in
baptism.” Peucer, Melanchthon’s son-in-law, adduces the fol-
lowing reasons for the rejection of Luther's view of the Sacra-
ment, in which reasons Melanchthon undoubtedly coingided:
1. It subverts the plain teaching of the Bible respecting the
nature, particularly the human nature of Christ. 2. It strength.
ens, in fact, however it may be disguised in words, the whole
foundation on which the superstition and follies of the Romish
mass rest. 3. It increases among the common people the errone-
ous and pernicions opinion that this Sacrament, by itself, is a
means of grace, whether the partaker truly repents and believes
or not.
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Estimation wn which Melanchthon was held.

‘We may here advert to two or three incidents, which indicate
the exalted reputation which this unassaming scholar and Re-,
former enjoyed. In 1835, he received an earnest invitation from
PFrancis L king of Frande, to repair to his court for the purpose
of consultation on existing disputes in religion. The elector of
Saxony could not, however, be prevailed upon to permit Melanch-
thon to accept the invitation, though he earnestly desired to do so.
About the same time, Dr. Robert Barnes was sent by Henry
VIIL of England, with letters of invitation to Melanchthon, to
visit England. Henry offered him ample security from all mo-.
lestation and even hostages if he required it. This invitation
was subsequently renewed. Luther, in this case, was averse to
it At alater period, Melanchthon was occupied with the care of
the churches and academical establishments in Misnia. He also
took an active part in managing the affairs of the university of
Leipsic. He was, likewise, consulted in relation to measures for
the improvement of the university of Tiibingen. Urgent invita.
tions were at various times tendered to him to become a professor
at Tiabingen, Ingolstadt and other seats of learning.

Melanchthon as a Biblical Enpositor.

« Every good theologian,” says Melanchthon, “and true inter-
preter of the celestial doctrine, must of necessity, be first a gram-
marian, then a logician, and finally a witness.” Acquaintance
with the Biblical languages was of indispensable importance to
the Reformers. In no other way could they thoronghly expose
the unfounded pretensions of the papacy. Hence this species of
knowledge was regarded by the Romanists with special aversion.
“In the Netherlands,” says Melanchthon, “the Italians affirm
that if a man be a good grammarian, he will necessarily be a
heretic.” Melanchthon was consequently led to devote himself,
with great energy, to the study of the biblical languages. «1Itis
very little,” he remarks, “ which I know of languages, yet this
little I esteem so highly, that I would not part with it for a king-
dom. A very great benefit is this gift of tongues, inasmuch as
thereby one can repair to the sources; otherwise, how can he
attain to any certainty.” ‘‘ Alas for those who come to the study
of the Bible without the aid of other branches of knowledge.
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They seem to me like birds that would fly without wings” “ Aw
no one, destitute of light, can discern the difference of cojors, so
without an acquaintance with style, the whole Bible will remain
unknown.” Unlike many of his contemporaries, Melanchthon
clearly perceived the value of Hebrew for the interpretation of
the New Testament. * Though the works of the aposties,” he
writes, “are written in Greek, yet the Greek idiom is mingled
with many Hebrew phrases and figures. In order to come to a
full knowledge of the New Testament, the study of Hebrew
must be pursued in the Church.” With the same general object
in view, the Reformer edited an edition of the Septuagint, which
was published in Basil in 1645 ; rightly perceiving that a knowl-
edge of this translation, which our Lord and his apostles so often
refer to, would be of essential aid to a correct understanding of
the Gospels and Epistles’ At the same time, archaeology and
particularly biblical geography, were not neglected. “I often re-
mind you,” says this zealons teacher to his acholars, “ that you
must look out these places on the map of Palestine, not only to
obtain light on the text, but to excite your feelings, for things
which are seem make a deeper impression.” Melanchthon, alse,
in oppesition to the practice of the scholastios, was fully aware
of the importance of ascertaining the meaning of the Bible by &
simple interpretation of the text and by a diligent collation of
the context.!

A second qualification of the exegete, in the Reformer's opin-
ion, was & knowledge of the principles of rhetoric and logic. By
a continued study of the Scriptures, he was convinced, that he
could not come to a correct acquaintance With many passages,
especially in the writings of Paul, without understanding the
course of thought and the logical connection. “It is my opin-
ion,” he remarks, “ that the words of Paul can be best under-
stood, when we have respect to the courgse and ordering of the
thoughts. It is self-evident, that Paul did not write without con-
nection and a sequence of thoughts. He has passages in which
he prepares the feelings of the reader for what is to follow. He
has his own peculiar art in teaching and narrating, and if one
will not pay régard to this in his expositions, what else will he
do but that which Chrysostom says, * fight in the dark, (svxzopa-
xeir)

In the third place a biblical interpreter must be a witness. By

! It was then common to try to find four senaes in every passage of the Bi-
ble, the literal, tropical, allegorical and anagogical.
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this the Reformer intended that piety was indispensably necessa-
ry to an interpreter of the Bible. He only can pmperly expound
the words given by divine inspiration, to whose heart the Holy
Spirit has imparted a witness of their truth. This is now tech.
nically termed the theological element. * Spiritual things,” he
somewhere remarks, “ cannot be apprehended when our hearts
are not awakened and taught by the Holy Spirit.”

It may here be remarked, that Melanchthon, like Calvin, has but
few references in his writings to preceding commentators. He pre-
fers genernlly to give his own views of a passage, unenecnmbered
with learned quotations and references. He was not at all inclin-
ed to copy, like many of his servile contemporaries, the Christian
fathers. “ Jerome,” he writes, “ was a leamed man and had in
Palestine teachers well-skilled in Hebrew. You ought highly to
esteem him, and not, as some asses do, despise everything which
has come down from others. That he translated the Bible is a mat-
ter of great importance, and for it he cannot be enough thanked.
But did he not often err? What man does not mistake ? What
folly to imagine that a man can be withouterror! We sometimes
mistake, when we are employed in interpreting our own lan-
guage. We ought to derive advantage from the errors of great
men, for human reason cannot discern everything. Buterdum
guogue bonus dormitar Homerus.”

It should be mentioned, that our Reformer, notwithstanding ait
his excellences as an interpreter, was too much disposed to re-
sort to the allegorical methods of interpretation which were then
so much in vogne. He ever felt great interest in small enigmas,
ambiguities of speeéh, playful tarns in a sentence, stc. Rhym-
fng even in matters altogether prosaic, was a favorite amuse-
ment. At the last Christmas festival of his life, he made, for
the use of his hearers, a little poetic paraphrase of 1 Chron. 18:
17. This trait or tendency in Melanchthon’s mimd was a princi-
pal cause of his finding allegories and a double sense in certain
passages of the Bible, and especially in the ritual ceremonies of
the Old Testament. It should be added, that he did not in gen-
eral apply this method to the weightier matters of doctrine.

The high opinion which Luther entertained of Melanchthon's
commentaries hay already been referred to. Brenz, writing in
1627,8ays: “ The learned commentaries of Philip Melancthon oa
the Gospel of John are found ia the hands of all.” Afterwards,
when the Reformer deviated from some points in the Luthemn
creed, his commentaries were less esteemed, till finally they seem
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to have sunk into general neglect. Since the middle of the last
century, attention has been again dirested to them. Such men as
Mosheim, Emesti and Semler warmly commended them. They
are now established in the general favor, though they are some-
what overshadowed by the greater popularity of the writings of
Luther and Calvin.

Melanchthon as a Church Historian.

Melanchthon had a signal advantage in the study of history in
his extraordinary memory. He often refers, in his letters, with
enthusiasm to the great events of antiquity. While he was at
Tibingen, the work of Naucler, which then enjoyed a high repu.
tation, was printed by Thomas Aunselm. The editing of this
book, as well as the correction of the press, was entrusted to
Melanchthon. ILater he edited a portion of the general history
of the same author, and also partly prepared for the press an edi-
tion of Cario’'s Chronicon, which, for a long time, had great cur-
rency in the schools. But to the history of the church of Christ,
Melanchthon directed his attention with special interest. It

is necessary,” he writes, “to be acquainted with church history,
- As a Roman citizen ought to know the history of the Roman
State, and every man the history of the things relating to his
profession, be he a physician or a warrior, so must the Chris-
tian understand the history of the church.” “When I was a boy
Iread much in a book which was written in Greek, and which
treated of the history of the apostles and of other saints. Reuch-
lin had itin his library. I have seen nothing better. It was a MS.
whose antiquity was undoubted. The reading of Greek caused
me, when 1 was a boy, no difficulty, and I found joy init, if I
could only learn something of church history.”

In 1522, he wrote to Spalatin: ** We have from the same li-
brary (that at Worms) from which Theophylact was sent to us,
some volumes of Chrysostom, as well as a large part of Basil,
and not a little of Gregory Nazianzen.” He was soon induced
to make more extended researches into the field of church and
doctrinal history, by the theological controversies which sprung
up. The Sacramentarian dispute compelled him to institute a
more exact inquiry into the teachings of the Christian fathers on
this subject. The fruits of these investigations appeared in
1530, in his Sententiae Veterum aliquot Patram de Coena Doms
ini. In his Postils there are numerous indications of his intimate
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and entensive acquaintance with the Christian fathers. For ex-’
ample, there are notices of the Manichaeans, Donatists and Pe-
Tagians, of the distinctions between bishops, priests, deacons and
acolytes, of the destruction of Jerusalem, ete. His acquaintance
with the early church is further proved by his book, published in
1539, De Ecclesiae Auctoritate et de Veterum Scriptis. By this
valuable publication, he took his position as the forerunner and
leader of all the Protestant church-historians. The first part is
entirely doctrinal, in which the author treats of the relation of
the doctrines of the fathers to those of the Bible. He then takes
up at length the four oecumenical councils, Nice, Constantino-
ple, Ephesus and Chalcedon. In this discussion, he decides
against the orthodoxy of Nestorius and Euntychus, contending that
they had embraced the fundamental errors which had been
before condemned in Paul of Samosata. He then counsiders the
doings and decrees of eight of the more important provincial
8ynods. The church fathers, whose doctrines he examines, are
Origen, Dionysius, Tertullian, Cyprian, Basil, Gregory Nazian-
zen, Epiphanius, Chrysostom, Ambrose, Jerome, Augustin and
Gregory the Great. The doctrines, which he particularly exam-
ines are the trinity, justification by faith and the Lord's supper.
The millennial notions of Tertullian he denounces as Jewish
figments. Melanchthon introduces but few critical remarks on
the genunineness of the writings which pass under review.

The Relations of Melanchthon to Luther.

The mutual connection of these distinguished Reformersisa
matter of no little interest. The warmth of their early love for
each other was in later times, as is well known, considerably di-
minished. Though no open rupture ever took place, yet it is sad
to know that the bright chain of friendship which once connect-
ed the * dear Martin” to the “ dear Philip” lost any of its lustre.
But so it was. And it may not be uninstructive to trace the sub-
ject a little in detail. This will prove that the timidity of Me-
lanchthon, was not the sole cause of the altered relations of the
two friends.

We have already referred to the affectionate reception with
which the young Tibingen scholar was welcomed in 1518 by
Luther at Wittenberg. The warmth of their reciprocal love and
esteem did not abate for several years. It may be well to quote
a few of the ardent expressions found in their correspondence. In



1846.] Mutual Regard of Melanchthon and Luther. 337

1518, Lather playfully wrote, “ To Philip Melanchthon, Schwar-
zerd, Greek, Latin, Hebrew, German, but never a barbarian.”
“ Our Philip Melanchthon,” he writes to Reuchlin, “ is a wonder-
ful man, yea hardly anything can be found in him which is not
more than human; still he confides in me and befriends me in
the highest degree.” In this correspondence, it is interesting to
observe how the fiery and robust spirit of Luther had made the
deepest impression on his gentle aud loving friend. So great
was Melanchthon's zeal for theology, so glowing his hatred of
the corruptions of popery, and so keen was the language with
which he publicly defended Luther, that the enemies of the Re-
formation began to think that they had two Ajaxes to deal with
instead of one. Melanchthon thus appeals to Hess of Breslau:
“ Where is now that Christian courage? Where is thine early
heroism of soul, that thon now remainest silent, thongh thou
knowest that piety and truth are on the side of Luther!” 8o
vigorous were the blows that Melanchthon dealt out in defence
of his friend, and against Eck, the Paris theologians and others,
that the great Reformer began to think that he wus destined to
play but a secondary part, In Oct. 1519, Luther wrote to Spala-
tin: “ You have seen, or may see, the positions teken by Philip
(against Eck), alittle andacious but most true. He so replied as
to appear a wonder to us all  If Christ pleases, he will go be-
yond many Martins, a most strenuous foe to the devil and scho-
lastic theology ; he knows at the same time their vain devices
and the rock, Christ; thus he will be mighty.” * Perhaps,” ad-
dressing Lange, “I am the forerunner of Philip, for whom like
Elias, I shall prepare the way in spirit and power, for the de-
struction of Israel and Ahab’s servants.” Melanchthon's love to
Luther was in the mean time, growing more and more fervent.
“ More wonderful is Martin,” he writes in 1520, “ than I can por-
tray in words. Iknow how much Alcibiades admired his Soec-
rates ; I admire this man in a sense altogether different, as a
Christian ; the oftener I look upon him, the greater he appears to
me.” Te Reuchlin’s inquiry, whether he were inclined to leave
Wittenberg for Ingolstadt, he gave a decided negative. In 1520,
he wrote to Hess: “ I would rather die than be separated from
Luther” When Luther was in the castle at Wartburg, he
wrote to Spglatin: « The academical affairs, as you have leam-
ed from others, are in good hands. We only miss our father,
doctor Martin. O happy day when I shall once more embrace
him!” And again at the news of Luther's illness : “ The light
Vor. IIL No. 10. 30 -
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of Israel is kindled by him; were it quenched, what other hopes
should we have ?- Therefore spare no pains to find ont the best
remedies for him, not only on his account, bat for our sakes, yea
rather only for our sakes. For I know how greatly he longs to
depart and be with Christ. I have asked counsel of the phy-
sicians here; what they have answered, you will leam from the
messenger. O that I could with this my poor life redeem his
life, than which nothing on earth is more divine!” ¢ Our Elias,”
was a common appellation which Melanchthonr gave to Luther.
The latter, on the other hand, called his learned friend, « Unicus
Beoloyov Sidaoxadias vindex.”

Under Luther's predominating influence, Melanchthon had de-
voted himseif to theology, he hardly knew how. While in Tii-
bingen, the thought of editing Aristotle had thrown a peculiar
charm over the future. Years passed away, and with them there
had been a decided alteration in his views. He did not, indeed,
reject all which was then classed with philosophy ; he continued
to cherish the studies of medicine and the natural sciences. But
he condemned in the most decided terms the physics, metaphys-
ies and ethics of the ancients. To study these was in his opin-
ion, not only a waste of one’s talents, but positively pemicious to
the religious feelings. At the same time, Melanchthon’s love for
classical literature was considerably abated. He now read, stud-
ied and commented almost exclusively on theological subjects, so
that Luther began to regard him as his own guide and model.

But early in 1522, Melanchthon's love for theological inquiries
was suddenly diminished.” His letters for several years betray
an increasing desire to resume his old pursuits. One cause of
this ehange in his views, appears to have been the fanaticism
which was springing up in various quarters. The doctrines of
these enthusiasts had such a savor of godliness, that for a while
Melanchthon himself hesitated to condemn them. But when
they began to appear in their native deformity and to overrun
Wittenberg, the difficulties of the young Reformer’s position as
a theologian began greatly to oppress his feelings. Multitudes
made the doctrines of grace the cloak for the commission both of
secret, and of open and revolting crimes. Luther was of course
utterly opposed to these wild movements, yet it appeared to Me-
lanchthon and others, that certain hyperbolical exprepsions of the
Reformer gave some occasion for the prevailing disorders, or fur-
nished fuel to the wide spreading flames. These sad events
were the occasion of great sorrow and perplexity to Melanch-
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thon’s tender heart. He saw, with inexpressible pain, that many
professed Lutherans, even preachers of the gospel, were begin-
ning to regard ignomance of human learning as a virtue, and to
despise their enlightened leaders in proportion to the amoant of
their learning.  “ I see,” says the Reformer in 1522, “that ele~
gant literature, which is no less neglected now than it was in the
age of sophistry, needs many and patient teachers.” Again in
1524, “ The most foolish opinion which prevails in our days is,
that piety consists in nothing else than a contempt for elegant
learning and of all the wisdom of the ancients.” In his edition
of one of the works of Cicero, he indignantly exclaims, “ O bra~
gen souls that, 80 often invited by the weightiest voices of the
good to the study of ‘letters, are so stupid that they seem to have
become divested of every trace of humanity. No dignity of
learning inflames them, none of its ample fruits excite them to
change their course. I wish that these pests of mankind were
banished to Anticyra by public enactment, that the contagion do
not spread any further” It hence appeared to him as a most sa-
cred duty, to insist on the thorough education of the young io the
soiences. In this aspect of things, he again tumed his attention
not only to_the classics but to philosophy and to the culture of
youth in schools, believing that the shameful ignorance conid be
expelled in no other manner.

It may be easily imagined that the relations of Luther and
Melanchthon, in these circumstances, would be somewhat mod- -
ified. The younger of the two friends was now returning to the
studies, from which he had deviated, partly in deference to the
opinions of the elder. While the one shrunk with characteris-
tic diffidence from the stormy future which seemed to be impend-
ing, the other determined to brave the tempest. In addition,
Melanchthon continued to live on the most friendly terms with
Erasmus, even after Luther had vehemently denounced him.
Melanchthon, indeed, deeply regretted that the Rotterdam schol-
ar was so hesitating in his religions belief; yet on the contrary,
he was of the opinion that Luther had not treated him with suf-
ficient respect and moderation. * Our Arcesilans,” Melanchthon
writes to Camerarius, in 1534, “has renewed the controversy
with Erasmns, which is in truth grievous to me. The passions
of both in their old age afflict me very much” Melanchthon
now found his residence in Wittenberg not a little irksome. The
ruling spirits there, had little sympathy for his elegant tastes or
gentle nature. He felt like escaping from prison when he was



uo ' - Life of Molanchthon. [May

permitted to joumney with his beloved friend, Camerarius of
Leipsic. In his solitary studies, he became more pleased with
the noble remains of antiquity, accompanied with a feeling of
regret that he had ever suspended his interest in them. He was
also more fully convinced, that Luther's method of exhibiting the
doctrines of the gospel, though in general and substantially con-
formed to the Seriptures, still demanded on particular points a
further development and more exact definitions.

In 1636, Melanchthon laid down, in a university exercise, the
position that good works in justification are the causa sine qua
mon. Though this position in the sense in which the author un-
derstood it, was altogether correct, yet it was extremely liable to
misapprehension. A certain Cordatus, a zealous adherent of
Lauther, first took exception to it, as he received it from Cruciger
who was then leeturing on the gospel of John, and making use,
as his manual, of a MS. of Melanchthon.! Cordatus went with-
out delay to Luther, in order to call his attention to the  papistical
errors” which would again seek a foothold in his neighborhood.
Melanchthon, being then abroad, was informed by his friends of
the controversy which was breaking out. He immediately wrote
from Nuremberg a long letter to Luther and the other theological
professors, in order to remove the objections which had been al-
leged. But Cordatus had, in the meaa time, stirred up the whole
upiversity. It is reported that Luther publicly refuted the propo-
* sition of Melanchthon as false and erroneous, by proofs from the
Scriptures. This, however, is not certainly known to have been
the case. The zeal of Cordatus agaminst Melanchthon broke
forth with fresh violence, in the following year. On one occa-
sion, he trampled the Loci Communes under his feet.  Still more
violent was his conduct after Melanchthon had sent a letter to a
preacher at Freiberg, by the name of Schenk, in which he had
given his opinion. that people who live under tyrannical govern-
ments may receive without any violation of conscience, the sa-
crament in one kind. Schenk and Cordatus now.wunited their ex-
tions, to induce the Electoral Court to adopt decisive measures
against Melanchthon. Luther was somewhat agitated, but he

! Mauy of the works, which were published at Wittenberg, in the name of
Cruciger, Eber, Jonas, Major and others, were written in whole or in part by
Melanchthon, who appears to bave been the literary factotum of the place.
He wrote many discourses which others delivered, and it sometimes happened
that while he was composing the latter portion, the orator was holding forth
the first past.
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did not permit his feelings to be alienated from his persecated
friend. When he heard that Melanchthon was dangerously ill
at Weimar, in 1540, as he was travelling to a religious conference
at Hagenan, he hastened instantly to his bedside, and by his eam-
est prayers and his hearty sympathies, was the means of mising
ap his apparently dying friend. “I perceived,” says Melanch-
thon, afterwards, * that the teacher was in anguish of spirit, yet
he repressed his own grief lest he sheuld increase mine, and he
attempted to mise my spirits, not only by consoling, but often by
sharply chiding me. If ke had not come, I should have died."

At a later period, the position of Melanchthon was by no means
to be envied. Luther, in his declining days, was no longer, ia
all respects, the same friendly and loving man as before. Bodily
sufforings, perticularly an obstinate pain in his head, had greatly
depressed his spirits.  After the year 1543, he expresses in nearly
all his letters the earnest desire that the Lord would come at
once and release him. He saw with dislike the negligence of
the Court in relation to spiritual matters; with disapprobation he
looked upon his colleagues in the vniversity; the whole body of
professors of law were admonished by him in a public discourse
as those who made merchandise of the divine commaudments.
His old friend Amsdorf, bishop at Naumbarg, was almest the
only man, with whom intercourse was pleasant. Wittenberg
seemed to him to be nothing less than Sodom and Gomorrah.

In 1643, archbishop Hermann of Cologne employed Melanch-
thon and Buocer to aid him in the introduction of the Reforma-
tion mto his diocese. They jointly prepared a Reformation.
formula, the so-called Acta Reformationis Coloniensis. This
document was sevetely cousured by Amsdorf. Luther was much
displeased with the Article on the sacrament, because he looked
in vain for any emphatic refutation of the views of the Swiss
Reformers. “ There is overmuch talk,” he writes, “ of the value,
fruits and excellence of the sacrament, bat it mumbles about the
substanes just as the fanatics do; therefore I have enough of i,
and I am greatly displeased with it.” <« Luther,” writes Me-
Janchthon, “ thunders and lightens against others; sometimes he
aims at me. Shortly you will hear that I am banished hence, as
Aristides was from Athens.” The difficulties between these two
great men were inoreased in November 1544, when the land-
grave, Philip of Hesse, addressed a letter to the chancellor
Briick, entreating him, in the most earnest manner, to use every
exertion to bring Luther into a imore friendly connection with

30% )
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Melanchthon. In 1544, Bullinger of Zirich, replied to Luther's
“ Brief Confession of the Secrarment of the Supper.” Luther
was 80 excited by its appearance, that he resolved te put forth his
doctrines in respect to the sacrament in & new and more strin-
gent form, and it was rumored that Melanchthon would be re-
ferred to by name in it. Melanchthon complained with tears to
Brick of the wretchedness of his situation. Luther did not,
however, carry his plan into execution. Yet in these circum-
stances, a degree of estrangement between the two friends was
unavoidable.

Luther died on the 18th of February, 1546. Melanchthon had
accompanied him, in December 1545 and January 1546, 0n a
journey to Mansfield, and heard him preach in Halle. He saw
him, for the last time, on the 23d of January. When the melan-
oholy news of his death reached Wittenberg, Melanchthon was
filled with sorrow and consternation. The remembrance of foe-
mer friendship, the consciousness of his own irreparable loss,
distress for the churches now left without an earthly guide, by
tums agitated his heart. These various feelings are manifest in
the funeral oration for his friend, which Melanchthon delivered.
His tender regard for his memory was exhibited in acts of kind-
ness towards the widow and children. He acocompanied her on
her journey to Brunswick, and in various ways manifested a warm
sympathy in her condition.!

Notwithstanding all the testimonials of unaffected sorrow which
Melanchthon exhibited, some of Luther's zealous friends were
not content. Their veneration for the departed Reformer
amounted almost to idolatry. Not satisfied with lauding his vir-
tnes and services, they transformed the weaknesses of which he
was not free, into so many grounds of eulogy, and demanded that
all should render this indiscriminate homage. Melanchthon, not
yielding aRogether to these claims, was made the object of con-
tinued calumny and persecution. Such men as Amadorf, Gallus,
Wigand, Judex and especially Flacius, cansed his life to become
a constant source of sorrow, and made him long for the quiet
of the grave. Wo was to him that he sojourned in Mesech,
that he dwelt in the tents of Kedar. In 1555, John Stols
related how Luther kad appeared to him in a dream and bhitter-
ly complained of the treachery of those who, in his life-time,

! She returned to Wittenberg in 1547, and again left it for Torgau in 1552,
on account of the breaking oat of the plague in the former place. She died
st Torgau, Dec. 20, 1552, and wes buried in the parish-charch there,
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were regarded as his best friends. On one occasion, Calvin
wrote, that he knew that Melanchthon fully agreed with him
in respect to the sacrament; thereupon the friends of the Luthe-
ran view republished an earlier tract of Melanchthon's, written in
support of their canse. e was thus placed between two fires;
but he chose not to stir up the flames on either side, but allowed
them to pass silently over him. But still his secret grief was
very great Often when he walked on the banks of the Elbe,
and saw the tumult of the waves, it appeared to be a striking
image of his own life. His only consolation in these cruel and
reiterated attacks, was the thought that God was a witness that
he was innocent. He affirmed, that he would gladly die if he
could thus be the means of healing the wounds of the church.
He sometimes expressed an ardent wish for death, not only that
he might be free from sin and suffering, bat from the madness of
theologians. A few days before his death, he put down the rea-
sons why he should not be afraid of death. On the left side he
wrote: “ Thou shalt depart from sin, Thou shalt be free from
troubles and from the rage of theologians;” aad on the right:
“ Thou shalt enter into light, Thou shalt see God, Thou shalt be-
hold the Son of God, Thou shalt learn those wonderful mysteries
which thou couldst not understand in this life—why we are made
as we are, and of what kind is the union of the two natures in
Christ.

Last Days and Death of Melanchthon.

During several of the last years of Melauchthon’s life, his
earthly ties had been gradually dissolving. Friend after friend
had deperted to the rest of the people of God. “Let us con-
gratulate Vitus,” he writes, “ now removed to the delightful soci-
ety of the heavenly church, and be excited by his example to
prepare for the same journey.” In addition to his domestic be-
reavements, he lost Micyllus, Menius and Bugenhagen. The
last-named was one of the most eminent Reformers, and united to -
Lather and Melanchthon in bonds of the closest intimacy. He
was, for thirty years, minister of the great church at Wittenberg,
and died April 20, 1658, at the age of seventy-three.

It is delightful to see that Melanchthon's intellectual and moral
powers remained unimpaired to the last. His letters, at this pe-
riod, breathe the same spirit of exalted piety and disinterested
love, which characterizes those of an earlier date. At the close of
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March, 1560, Melanchthon went to Leipsie, in order to examine
the students of divinity there, who were sapported by the Eleo-
tor, & duty which he had performed for many years. The
weather was cold and rough, and on his return, April 5th, the
bleak nerth wind occasioned him great inconvenience and"suffer-
ing. He remarked, that he had not felt the cold so much daring
any time in the winter. On the night of the 7th of April, he
- was able to sleep but little. Towards moming, he was attacked
with a violent fever and cough. Early in the morning, however,
he resamed his accustomed duties, though he was so weak that
he was compelled to rest from time to time on his seat. His
son-in-law, Peucer, at once administered remedies but without
effect. «If God will,” said Melanchthon, « I will gladly die, and
I pray that he will grant me a happy journey home.” In the
oowmrse of the day, he arose and prepared to go to the lecture-
room and read a lecture on logic. All which could be said to de-
ter him had little effect. He would read, he said, a haif hoar
and then take the bath. When he was about to' put his foot
upon a little stool, his weakness was so great that he almost fell
upon his knees. “ Ah,” he exclaimed, “ my lamp is almost out.”
He then went to the lecture-room but ascertained that it was an
hour too early. At 9 o'clock, he went again, but was able to re-
main only a quarter of an hour. On the following night he was
visited with a severe paroxysm of the ague. Still, he could not
be induced to relinquish his accustomed duties. On the 9th and
10th of April, he attended meetings of the senate of the univer-
eity, and spoke earnestly and frequently against the forming of
parties among the students. In the afternoon, he corrected for
the press several funemal orations for Philip, duke of Pomeranim,
who had died on the 24th of February, remarking that another
Philip would soon follow. On Thursday, April 11th, he partook
of the Lord's supper in the church. On the 12th, he delivered
his linal lecture on the words of Isaiah, “ Lord, who hath believed
our report?” On the following night, he enjoyed quiet rest, and
as he awoke, sung the words which he had often sung when =
boy in the church, “ with desire have I desired to eat this pass.
over” About 4 o'clock, P. M. Camerarius amrived from Leipsie
and found his friend sitting on the lowest step of the stair-case
which led to his study, supporting his head with his elbown.
During the following night, he was sieepless and feverish, and
his little strength rapidly diminished. Notwithstanding, he pre-
pered, on the following day, to deliver his lecture, when his son
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Philip came in and informed him that his hearers were not as-
sembled. The truth was, that they had assembled and had been
dispersed by a notice affixed to the door, stating Melanchthon's
inability to attend. On the 15th, he said to Camerarius: “ T have
a desire to depart and be with Christ” He then conversed with
his friend on the meaning of the Greek word dradveir. He in-
terpreted it as expressing a desire to remove, pass on, or set
about proceeding in a journey, that is, to leave this life of toil
and misery for the blessed rest of heaven. In his sleep, in the
night of the 16th, he said he had dreamed of the words of Paul,
“If God be for us who can be against us? and that they had
afforded him much consolation. On the 17th, when Camerarius
took his leave, he bade him an affectionate farewell, saying:
“Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who sitteth at the right hand of
the Father and giveth gifls to men, keep you and yours and all
of us.” On the 18th, his bed was taken, by his own request, into
his library, upon which he remarked, with great cheerfulness, as
he was placed upon it, “ This may be called, I think, my travel-
ling couch, if (alluding to the criticism before mentioned) I should
remove in it.” In the course of the same day, seeing one of his
grandchildren near him he said: “ I have loved youn most tender-
ly; see that you reverence your parents and always try to please
them and fear God, who will never forsake you. 1 pray you may
share his constant regard and blessing. In the same spirit of
tender. affection he addressed all the younger branches of the
family. Letters having been received from Frankfurt, relating
to the miseries endored by the persecuted Christians in France,
he declared that his bodily sufferings were not to be compared
with the distress which he felt on account of the church of Christ.
The 19th of April was his last day on earth. He spoke much
of the troubled state of the church and commended her with
tears to the Son of God. After recovering from a severe par-
oxysm, he repeated with the greatest earnestness his accustomed
prayer to the three Persons in the Godhead, and then said to Peu-
cer, with his eyes raised to heaven, “I have been in death, bat
the Lord has delivered me.” One present then said: * There
is now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus,” and
he replied: “ Christ is made unto us of God wisdom, righteous-
ness, sanctification and redemption.” With affecting repetition’
he would often say, “that they all might be one as we are one.”
Most of the professors and many of the students now assembled
in his room. Eber, Froschel and Sturio read, altemately, the
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84th, 25th and 26th Psalms, the 53d of Issiah, the 17th of John's
Gospel, the 5th of Romans and other passages from Paul's Epis-
tles. He then said, that the words, “ as many as receive him, to
them gave he power to become the sons of God,” lay very near
kis heart. His lips then moved, and he appeared, for a long time,
to be praying for himself, while those standing around preserved
the deepest silence. Being asked by his son-in-law if he would
have anything else, he replied: “akiud nihil, nisi coelum,” noth-
ing, but heaven ; and requested that he might not be farther in-
terrupted in his devotions. A second fainting-fit then seized him.
Some one, supposing that the spirit had fled, called on him aloud.
He replied : * Disturb not my sweet repose, for the end of my
life draws near.” Many of his favorite passages of Seripture
were recited to him. The last word which he uttered was « yes,”
to the inquiry whether he had understood the passage, “ Lord,
into thy hand I commend my spinit” Fréschel continued to read
from the Scriptures as the lips of the dying man, constantly
moving seemed to respond. He ceased to breathe about six
o'clock, P. M, April 19, 1560. His age was sixiy-three years,
three months and three days. The funeral solemnities were at-
tended on the 21st of April. Camerarius had returned from Leip-
sic, but his grief would not permit him to look upon the counte-
nance of his friend. A discourse by the superintendent Eber, and
a funeral omation by Winsheim were delivered in the parish
ohurch before an immense andience who had assembled from
‘Wittenberg, from the city and University of Leipsic and all the
neighboring country. His remains, enclosed in a leaden coffin,
were deposited close to those of Martin Luther.

From a collection of Greek and Latiu eulogies, the following
written in Latin by Theodore Beza, and which has been thus
imitated in English, is selected:

Here then, MELANCHTROR, lies thy bonored head,
Low in the grave among the mouldering dead !
In life "twas thine to make all others blest,

But to thyself denying peace and rest;

Thine was the holy toil, the anxious tesar,

Dear Philip! to the good forever dear !—

O earth! letlilies here profusely spring,

And roses all around their odors fling !

For rose and lily each their glories blend,

The sweet, the fair, in our departed friend !

Soft let him sleep and none disturb his rest,
None A disturbed while living, none oppressed !





