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mer, Dr. Goldschmidt of Gottingen, to whom I beg leave to re-
turn very cordial thanks for the calculations which follow, the
geocentric longitude of Jupiter on the first of February 750 was
55° 58'; that of Saturn 14° 17°. Both planets were then visible.
Jupiter culminated at 6 o’clock and 42 minutes, and set in the
latitude of Jerusalem 1 hour and 32 minutes after midnmight, 22°
48" north of west. Saturn culminated at 4 o’clock and 4 minutes,
and set at 10 o’clock and 13 minutes P. M., 4° 17 north of west.
Since, therefore, they were now 41° apart, only one of the two
could come into the account. Hence, perhaps the most probable
view is, that the star which went before the Magi, was the new
star mentioned above. In that case they must have made their
journey to Bethlehem in the moming; for the constellation, Cap-
ricorn, in which it appeared, stood in the south-eastern sky, in
the month of February, only in the moming. Nothing is more
natural than that the thoughts of the Magi, as, full of expectation
they were on the way to Bethlehem, should have been employed
upon the celestial body which had brought them to Jernsalem in
quest of the Messiah, and that when it again shone upon their
path, they should have been filled with joy (Matt. 2: 10). Its ap-
pearance at that time, they would naturally regard as a good
omen ; and the more, from its seeming to move in the same di-
rection with the road as if to be their gnide. And when Bethle-
hem, the objeot of their search, came in sight on the summit of
an eminence, they saw ‘the star standing over it. Joyfully they
hastened along, and came into the house, where they found the

infant Saviour.
[To be continued.}

ARTICLE VIII.

THE SOURCES OF THE JORDAN, THE LAKE EL-HIAJLEH, AND
THE ADJACENT COUNTRY.

By Bev. W. M. Thomson, Missicnary in Syria. Communicated, with Notes, by E. Robinsom.

Tae Dead Sea, the Lake of Tiberias, and the interesting valley of the
Jordan, have been so frequently visited and so well described by recent
travellers, that the topography of all that region has become familiar to
almost every one. 'The case is different with the Lake Haleh, the sour-
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ces of the Jordan, and the regions sdjacent. Having enjoyed the plens-
ure of a hasty excursion among these interesting localities, I now throw
together some extracts from notes taken at the time, in the hope that
they may not be unacceptable to the readers of your valuable publication.
I commence my extracts with our departure from Hasbeiya.

Sept. 206k, 1843. We left the palace of the Emirs of Hazbeiys, (a Mus-
lim brawch of the houss of Shehdb, distinct from those who bave so
long governed in Lebanen,) about sun-rise, and in half an hour reach-
ed the feuntain of the Hasbdny. Our path Jed us across the bed of a
wimter torrent, which comes down from the mountains on the esst of
Hasbeiys, and over a rocky hill covered with lava boulders. The foun-
win lies nearly N. W. from the town, and boils up from the bottom of &
shallew pool, sowe eight or ten rods in circamforence. The water is
immediately tarned, by a strong stone dam, into a wide mill-race. This
is undoubtedly the most distant fountain, and therefore the true source of
the Jordan. It at onee, even in this dry season, forme a considerable
stream. It meanders for the first three miles through a narrow, but very
lovely and bighly cultivated valley. Its margin is protected and adorned
with the green fringe and dense sbade of the sycamore, button, and
willow trees, while innumerable fish sport in it cool and crystal hosom.
It then sinks rapidly down a constantly deepening gorge of dark baseit
for about aix mides, when it reaches the level of the great voleanic plain
extending to the marsh above the Hileh. Thus farthe direction is near
Iy south ; bot it now bears a little westward, and in eigbt or ten miles,
&lls into the marsh about midway between the eastern and western
meunmine. Pursuing a southern direction through the middle of the
wmarsh for about ten miles, it enters the Lake Huleh not far from its N.
W. corner, baving been immenssly enlarged by the waters from the great
fouotains of Bhnids, Tell el-Kidy, el-Melliheh, Derakit or BelAt, and in-
mumerable other springs. 'The distance from the fountain of Hasbiny to
the lake camnot be lees than twenty-five miles, and nearly in e straight
direction. The Haleh may be eight miles long ; and the river after it
issues from the lake preserves the same southerly oourse, until it falls
into the sea of Tiberian. The grest fountsin of Hasbény, therefore, has
an indisputable title to stand at the head of the springs and fountains
and lakes of this very celebrated and most ssered river.

Although the channel imediately above the fountain of the Hasbany
im, during most of the yeer, dry and dusty, yet during the rainy season a
great volume of water rughes down from the heights of Jebel es-Bheikh
above Rasheiyn, a distance of twenty miles, and unites with the water of
this fountain. ‘The stream is then so formidable as to require a good
stons bridge, which is thrown across it a few rods below the fountain.

16#
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From this bridge we reached the famous bitumen wells in twenty min-
utes. They are dug in the eastern slope of the mountain, a little to the
north of the village Kaukaba, and about three quarters of an hour 8. W.
of Hasbeiya. 1 was disappointed in the locality. Nething on the sur-
face indicates the presence of such a mineral. The wells are dug in the
side of a smooth and gently declining hill, of soft chalky rock, or indu-
rated marl, abounding in nodules of flint. A sheft ie sunk about twenty
feet deep, to the bed or stratum of bitimen, which appears to lie hor-
izontally, and is wrought like coal mines. These wells are not mow
worked ; but the Sheikh who formerly rented them of the government
informed me, that the supply was apparently inexbhaustible ; and were
it not for the exorbitant demands of the Pasha, bitumen would be sold
st the welle for ahout one hundred piastres the Cantar. As the geologi-
cal formation is exactly similar for many miles north and south of the
mine, it is not improbable, that this veluable product may be very abun-
dant, and at some future day of better things to Syria, become an impor-
tant article of commerce.

Thirty-five minutes ride along the banks of the Hasbiny, brought us
_from the bitumen wells to the Khin of Hasbeiya. Thisis a large and
very ancient caravansary, a regular quadrangle, eighty paces square,
with an eastern and western entrance. The eastern entrance bad been
highly ornamented in the Baracenic style. There are several Saracenic
inscriptions ; but in a character so singular and involved, that our guide,
though skilled in Arabic calligraphy, could not decipber them. There
was once an clegant Mosk attached to this Kbhin.—These large and ex-
pensive buildings standing alone in the desert, and by the side of now
almost untrodden paths, add the sad testimony of their dilapidated walls
and unnecessary accommodations, to the general signa of decay and de-
sertion, which meet the traveller at every step of his pilgrimage through
8yria. There must have been once much more wealth to construct,
and more travel and trade to protect and accommodate, tham now, or
these establishments would never have been built. The whole Khin,
with the grounds attached, will not rent for fifty dollars a year.

There is a fair beld at this place every Tuesday, frequented by the
peasantry from the districts of Hasbeiya, ’Ard el-Haleh, Beldd Beshirab,
Belad Shukif, Merj ’Aytin, and Jezzin. Large quantities of coarse earth-
en ware, manufactured at the village called Rasheiyet el-Fukhir, are ex-
bibited for sale, with various kinds of cotton, woollen, and silk fabrics,
woven in Hasbeiya. Also horses and mules, donkeys, oamels, nest cat-
‘tle, sheep, goats, butter, oil, cheese, and all other sorts of eatables, are
paraded on the plain, or exhibited in the stalls which cover the hill to
the south of the Khan, I counted fifty pair of millstones constructed of
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the porous lava of the Haurkn, and brought here for sale by the Beda-
win. Tbere are sixty-four stalls or booths, arranged in rows, on the hill
pesr the Khin, in which the venders expoes their warea. The hill it-
self is wholly volcanic.

From the Khin our path led along the western bank of the Hasbdny,
and passing several mills and a stone bridge, we came in fifteen min-
utes to 8 long oval hill covered with a dense forest of mountain-oak,
whose deep green refreshed the eye with its bright and happy contrast
to the barren and burnt distriet around. We skirted the base of this oak-
hill for twenty minutes, and then entered an olive grove which extended
for about three miles to the south. Thus far the Hasbdny had been our
constant and cheerful companion ; but as the path now kept along the
level plain, while the stream sank down in its rocky channel, its lively
murinur, now heard, now lost, fell fainter and more faintly on the ear,
until from the depth and distance it could no longer be distinguished.

At the termination of the olive grove the valley suddenly widens into a
plain, whiah it took forty-five minutes of brisk riding to croes. It is every
where covered with lava, and terminates by a rapid descent around the
base of a conical Jimestone hill, remarkable only from its isolated posi-
tion in the midst of a wild waste of volcanic tuf. This descent brought
us down to the general level of the great volcanic plain, which stretches
down to the very margin of the marsh of the Holeh. We here crossed
the Hasbiny, and inclining to the left along the base of the mountains,
reached Banids in two hours and three quarters from the ford.

During all this ride of five hours, we passed through no village. On
the western mountain, though not visible, are the villages, Ibel or Abil
el-Hawa, el Khiyam, and el-Ghiijar; and on the eest, RAsheiyet el-Fu-
khér, el-Khureibeb, and el-Marieh, as also two encampments of Arabs,
called es-Subdn and es-Subeib. There is a sprinkling of burnt and
blasted oek trees, manding bere and there, like sentinels over these gray
boulders of basalt, which strew the plain ae far as the eye can reach.
As you approach Binids, vegetation greatly increases, and puts on a
livelier hue, until, coming within the magic influence of her thousand
rills, you are surprised with the verdure and fragrance of a little Eden.

Bdnids. The city is securely embosomed among mountains, which
stand around it on the northwest, north, east, and south. The platform,
or terraee, upon which it is built, may be elevated about one hundred
feet above the extensive plain of which we have already spoken. That
part of the eity which was within the ancient walls, lay directly south of
the fountain. The stream formed a deep channel along the northern
and western walls; and a part of the water was formerly carried into the
diach, which protected the eastern wall, and fell into the deep ravine of
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the mountain-torrent, Wady el-Kid, on the margin of which the southera
wall was constructed. Thus the city was surrounded by water, and de-
fended on all sides by natural ravines, except on the east, which was secured
by a wide and deep fosse. The walls were very thick aed solid, and
were strengthened by eight cestles or towers; and before the introduc-
tion of artillery, Banids must have been almost impregnable. The shape
of the city ie an irregular quadrangle, longest from east to west, and
widest at the eastern end. The whole area is small, not being much
more than a mile in circumference. The north-eastern corner is occo-
pied by about fifty wretched hovels, constituting the entire modern rep+
reeentatives of this great city. The western half'is overgrown with lox-
uriant briars and thorna, which cover up, and quite couceal, two or three
flouring mills, Awmother mill has been built in the msouthern ravine,
beneath one of the castles, to which the water is conveyed from the
fountain through the city in a covered canal. A goed stone bridge, pro-
bably Roman, spans the ravine at this castle; and the modern road into
the country south of the city pesses over it.

The suburbs appear to have been far more extensive than the city it-
selL The plain towards the north-west, west, and south-west, is covered
with columns, capitals, and foundations, besring indubitable testimeny to
the ancient size and magnificence of Binida. And should Syria ever
ageain become a flourishing country, this place would speedily rise into a
large and important city. Its many natural advantages would secure
this result. A more retired, protected, and cherming spot for a city
could scarcely he found. So thought the spies of the Danites, when
their brethren asked them on their return, “ What say ye? And they
said arise, that we may go up against them, for we have seen the land,
and behold it is very good. And are ye still? Be not slothful to go,
and w enter to possess the land. When ye go, ye shall come to a peo-
ple secure, and to a large land ; for God hath given it into your handsg
a place where there is no want of anything that is in the earth.”t This
is certsinly very high praise; but still the place has singular advantages,
and the soil of the whole tract is of surpassing fertility. There is a great-
er variety of natural productions, and of a size superior to thoss 1 have
observed in other parts of this country. The public lounge of Binids is
under a terebinth tree, whose branches cast a shadow seventy-five paces
in circumference. Other trees are large in proportion. Vegetation in
general ia very raok, and almost every production of the earth might be
brought 10 great perfection. Extensive fields of maize present a beauti-
ful proepect to an American eye. The wild boars feed luxuriously upon

! Judges 18: 8—10.
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the green corn ; and the farmers are obliged to watch their fields by
sightt This is rather dangerous sport; but they manage to kill a great
many of them. OQOunces, wolves, and gavelles are also very numerous in
the thickly wooded plain before the town.

The Fowndain, Josephus, spesking of Herod the Great, says: 1“So
when he bad conducted Caesar to the sea and was returned home, he
boilt him a most beautiful temple of whitest stone in Zendorus’ country
pear the place called Panium. This is a very fine cave, in a mountain,
under which there is a great cavity in the earth; and the cavern is ab-
rupt, and prodigiously deep, and full of still water; over it hangs a vast
mountsin ; and under the cavern arise the springs of the Jordan, Herod
adorned thia place, which was already a very remarkable one, still far-
ther, by the erection of this temple, which he dedicated to Cuesar.”

The above extract is interesting in various respects. But the present
cave and fountain differ widely from this description of the great Jew-
ish historian. A few rods north of the town, there runs a perpendicular
ciiff, forty or fifty feet high, paralle] to the old wall of the city. Not far
from the middie of this cliff, there is a high irregularly shaped cave,
which however, at present, penetrates the mountain only a few feet. Out
of this cave Josephus says the river issues ; and this, indeed, is the uni-
form testimony, both ancient and modern, which even Burckhardt also is
wade to sanction. The fact is, however, that the fountain bursts out
amongat loose stones and rocks, several rods distant, and some twenty
feet below the mouth of the cave. Nor does that part of the cave which
is visible, exbibit any trece of its ever having been the outlet of such.a
fountain. Probably the ruins of Herod’s temple and other ancient build-
ings, have entirely choked up the entrance of the cave; and if the vast
mese of rocks and rubbish, through wbich the water now bursts out,
were removed, we should find the “cavern abrupt, and prodigiously
deep, and full of stil water.” And probably it might be found arched
over, in order to form the floor of the temple. Perhaps upon this arch
are heaped together the broken rocks which now cover the bottom of the
cave. This snppesition seems necessary, in order to explain the various
accounts of ancient historians.

To the east of the eave the rock has been cut into niches, and smooth-
ly polished to receive inscriptions. Two of these niches are surmounted
with the figure of a large shell (pecten), beautifully carved and in fine
preservation. I subjoin the inscriptions further on, for the inspection of
the curious. -

Lake Phiala. Josephus has some other statements, which merit a pass-

' Antiq. XV. 10.3.
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ing potice sl “ Now Panium i thought to be the fountsin of Jordan j
bat in reslity it is carried thither after an ovcult manner from the place
called Phiala. This place lies as you go to Trachonitis, and ie 120 farv
longs from Caeseres, and is not far from the road on the right hand.
And indoed i bath s name Phials, very justly, from the roundoess of
its circumference, as being round like a wheel. Jts water continues
slways up o its edges, withour either sinking or running over. And es
this origia of Jordan was formerly not known, it was diecovered #0 to be,
when Philip was Tetrarch of Trachonitis; for he bad chaff thrown imto
Phiala, and it wes found at Panium, where the ancients thought the foun-
tain head of the river was ; whither it had been therefore carried. As
for Panium itself; its natural beauty has been improved by the royal lib-
erality of Agripps, and adorned at his expense. Now Joedan’s visible
stream arises from this cavern, and divides the mmrshes and fens of the
lake Semechonitis.”

The account here given of the lake Phials, is not very prohuHe. That
80 smadl a reservoir should supply such a magnificent fountain, and yet
be subject to no Suctustions itself; is mearly inoredible. But what, and
where the Phiala ig, continues to be a matter of dispute. Burckhardt
thinks he may have discovered it on his route from Damescus to Safed.
Irby and Mangles believe that they saw it at a distance, as they went
from Dammnscus to Banids. The guide who conduected us to the eastle of
Béanida, without being questioned, described to me a smali lake called
Birket er-Rim, which he said was round like s bowl; had neither
stream, nor fountain, nor outlet; and yet its waters osntinued always at
the same height. From the top of the eastle, he pointed out a large tree,
which he said grew on the margin. He had been often there, and snid
it was three quarters of an hour in circumference. The divection from
BAgids is east, and the distance six or eight miles. I was very anxiouws
o vigit it, but the dny was too far advanced, and our animals were very
tited. If this be indeed the Phiala, I venture t0 say that it i wearly a geo.
logical impoesibility that it could have amy connection with the fountain
of Banide. The water weuld have to run up the strata of rock, and
must pase under the deep ravine on the south of Bniis, before it could
rench the fountain j a sapposition altogether incredible.

Qur guide at the saiwe tune volunteered another piece of jnformation.
He esid that five hours up the mwountain, towards the enowa of Jebel
tsh-Bbeikh, at a place called Shebd there was a cave, through whieh
thie stream of Banias flowed. Upon asking him how they knew that it
waa the sanie, be replied, that they threw in #bn (chaff) at the cave, and
it came out at Banids. This is exactly the experiment ascribed to Philip.

! B, J.UIL 10. 7,
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This sccount ef the appearance of the stream in a cave far up ebove the
fosanio, and in a direction along which we should naturally expect the
stream 1o come, is much more credible than the story of Josephus.

On a subsequent visit 10 Bdwibs, I had an opportunity to visit Binket
o-Rim and feel woll satisfied that it is the encient Phiala. Burckhardt
oomd not have soes it, and 1 doubt whether Irby and Mangles did h
is showt ome hour and a heif due esst from the castle ; and consequent-
Iy nearly theee hours from the foumtain of BAniks! The path climbe
over a high meuntain, and then leads acroes a plain covered with lava
wd divided by the deep chaunel of a brook, which runs down 8. W.
and falls into the marsh of the Haleh. The Birkeh is the most singular
besin of weter I bave ever emamined. It is menifestly the mouth of a
perfectly roumd creter, filled with water to within about eighty feet of
the top. ‘This great veleanio bewl is ahout three miles in circumference,
and the sides are so steep, that it is difficult to get down to the water.
It does not appear to be very deep; asiace, in most parts, the surfice is
covered with weeds, upen which thousands of ducks were feeding.
The circumsances which identify the Birket er-Rim with the ancient
Phinle are, ite bowldike shape, and the faet that it has neither inlet nor
entlet, is fod neither by « ruaning stream nor by any visible fountain ;
sad has no kmown channel of escape for its surplus waters. It neither
increases nor duminishes ; bat what it is now, in this hottest and driest
season of the year, the line on ite Java-built margin clearly proves it to
be, during the maina and snows of winter. This is a singular fact, and I
leave others to explain the curious phenomenon.

The examination confirmed my former doubta. It is scarcely possible
that the Phialn is the more distant appearance, much less the sowree of
the stream at Banids. The water of the Phiala is 20 insipid, and nauseous
that it cannot be drank, while the fountain at Banids pours out a river of
sool, swoet, and delicious water. The Phisla is so crowded with leeches,
that a man can gather 6000 or even 8000 im a day; while the fountain at
Binike is not infested by & single leech. This could not be, if the river
of Bamids drained the lake Phiala. Besides, the size and position of the
meantxing, and the depth and direction of the intervening valleys, inter-
pose physical and geological obetacles which render the supposition in-
eredible. And moreover s0 vast a discharge of water as the fountain of
Bénide requires, would draw off the whole lake of Phiala in twenty-four

! By comparing Kiepert's Map in the Bib, Researches, the reader will per-
ceive, that the lake described by Mr. Thomson is the same which was seen by
frby and Mangles; the direction and distance from BAnis being the same in
both. Seetaen heard of it also under the name of Birket er-Rdm. B8ee Bibl.
Res. LI p. 349, 360.—B. B.
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bours ; .or, if the supply from same bidden source be equal to the de-
mand, it would at least change the stagnant charscter of the lake, and
manifest its operation on the surface.

1 have also become convinced, that the great fountsin in tbe cave at
Sbebd, is not connected with tbat at Banids. The supply is not sufficient
at best, and only a part of the siream disappears ueder the mountsin,
and this not all at one place, but it escapes insensibly amoagst the rocks
as it descends the gorge from Shebd 1owards the valley of the Hasbany.
There are also too many deep ravines and valleys, under which the water
from Shebd must flow, before it can reach Blniks. The dip of the stvata
likewise is westward toward the valley of the Hasbany, not southward
towards Banids ; and it is next to impoesible that a stream eould work
its way soutk through fifteen or twenty miles of mountain stratas, all dip-
ping towards the western valley. Moreover, some six miles south of
Sheba, there flows down into the Hasbany through a deep gorge a hrook
called Suraiyib, as large as that at the Shebd ; and the idea is absurd
that the former flows under the Suruiyib to get to Bdnids.

*On the whole, therefore, I do not find the story ebout the chaff to be
well supported. After the minutest and most careful inquirsies of people
who are perfecily familiar with all this region of country, I can hear of
no lake in this vicinity, except the Birket er-Ram; and that neither this,
por the fountain at Shebd, bas any connection with Binids, is evident.
I, therefore, the water of this fountain appears anywhere before reaching
Banids, it must be sought for in the direetion of Jebel esh-Sheikh. From
Bénias, the mountain rises in unbroken ranges up to its snow-capt sum-
wits ; and there, doubtless, are inexhaustible reservoirs, which supply all
the great fountains tbat burst out around its base, and which united
constitute the Jordan.

It is still possible that the streamn of Bénids, in its descent from the
spows of Hermon, may appear on the surface,and subsequently disappear
under the mountain. The idea is familiar to the people of the country,
and wany absurd stories of such phenomena are in circulation and be-
lieved. A respectable man once gave me a description of such a stream,
on the heights of Lebanon, above el-Batrn, which he had visited, and
carefully examined. The story of Josephus may bave at least this basis
of truth to stand upon.

Custle of Binids. About three miles north-east of Banids, one of the
spurs of Mount Hermon terminates abruptly in an oblong, isolated sum-
mit, elevated about fifteen hundred feet above the city and plain below.
The whole of the summit is enclosed within the vast castle of Banias,
Of course the fortress assumes the shepe of the mountsin—a long and
irregular quadrangle, extending from nortb-east to north-west. Impas-
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able valieyn defend it on all siden, except on the nerth-east, where it is

coonected with the general moumtain range by a narrow ridge of rock.

Bot even here the castle hill rises altnost perpendicularly, twe or three

bondred feet above the commecting ridge. This north-eastern end being:
the only asenilable point, was fertited with walls, round towers, and bas-
tions, of prodigious strength. The south side is protected by alternate

reund and square towers, six in nurmber, The only entranes is threugh:
one of these towers, which overhangs s ravine of great depth. It is difhi-

cult to sce how this gate-way could ever have been stormed. The:
south-western, western, and north-western walls are carried along the

brink of precipiees, wiere the head grows dizzy by looking isto the

frightful gorges below. Within the fortress, the original roek of the

mountain is left undisturbed, and rises higher than the walls. . Both at

the north-eastern and south-western ends of the castle, immense cisternas,

granaries, and magazines were excavated, in whole or in part; out of the!
solid rock. The garrison must have been entirely dependent upon these

cimerns for water. There is a stair-way at the western end, cut in the

living roek, and descending at an angle of forty-five or fifty degrees. The

tradition is, that this stair-way leads dowu to the great fountain of Ba-
nids! a supposition altogether incredible. 1 descended a few steps

and found it so choked up with rubbiah, as to be impenetrable. Oune is
surprised at the vast extent of thie mountain fortress. Burckhardt says that
it took bim half anr hour to walk around it The circuinference, however,
is pot more than one mile. St the dimensions are prodigious, and the

spectator never ceases to gaze in astonishment at these huge towers, vast
reservoirs, spacious magazines, and hoary walls.

The style of architecture, also, is, in many parts, beavtiful. I am
strongly impressed with the idea that the fine bevelled stones, with which
the noble round towers are constructed, belong to an edifice far more
aneient than the present castle,

Whsat may be the age of these modern works, it is not easy to ascer-
tain. 'There are a number of Baracenic inscriptions, in an excellent state
of preservation; but only one of them dates as far back as the later cru-
sades, and celebrates merely the repairing of works which had then fallen
into decay. The possession of this strong-hold must bave been a matter
of great importance during all the wars of Syria, up to the time when
cannon came into use. It then ceased to be terrible, and bas long been
deserted, except by the mountain shepherds, who still fold their flocks in
its empty magazines.

‘Why this camle should have received the name of es-Subeibek about
the time of the crusades, it is perhaps impossible to discover. I bave al-
ready spoken of two encemspments of Arabe not far from Binids, called

Vou IIL No. 9. 17
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es-Subdn and es-Subeib. The latter name is identioal with that given to
the castle ; and if the bevelled stonea, of which the round towers are built,
point to works of greater antiquity, may there not have been an ancieut
ruin here, frequented by these half-gipsy Arabe, called es-Subeib, from
whom, first the tract, and subsequenily the castle derived its tomporary
name ? This of course is mere hypothesis; but in the absence of posi-
tive information, conjecture is not impertinent,

Having completed onr examination of the castle, we visited a very an-
clent ruin, a short distance to the east of it, called Sheikh Othman el-
Hazr.! From this place we descended the mountain at our leisure,
and reached our tents at BAniAs, as the shades of evening fell gradually
over mountsin and plain, and marsh and lake. Though much futigued,
we were grateful for a day of puch rich and varied enjoyment.

Sept. 21s. 'The early part of the morning was spent in copying from
the rock above the fountain the sccompanying inscriptions.?

No. 1. " No.2
ATPINIA * * TMNAESOEANANEHHKEX
MAPKOYA * OIAETHXwAIOTIANTX
XoNETOYC OTIKTwPA .,PHTHPATEI
EKTONIPw +enxe MAXOIOTONOC
XPHEMO " *

AO)1* QEIC
THNK *** No. 3. Very much defaced.
HXwANEOH TAN * * KAl * IebAIC
KENAMA " TP1 IAJTHCT'~NON * NOA * IEQH
TIIAAIOY ** T - KINIP * HA'NUOCIICN
UKXIAT*** m CICe ® * * IP * NLIOYI
NwEKA****p* LoP**N*"KOY-AI
KI** KAIATPIQ CLiARY * AA * * JOC-PN
TIABOTAEYTAI
KAITPINITIEINH
KAIACAINHTE
EKNOICwTwN
No. 4.
TINENCAQTHPIACTQNKYPIQN
AYTOKPATOPQN

OIMEP * O * A * IANOCIEPEY VCOEOTYIIANOCTIIN

KYHANNOAECINKAITON YNTHYTIAYTOYKOIAAN

OEICHIICH * TEAECIOYPIL * * * NTAI * ONAYTHC
ANKEAAQCIAHPQ

IIAAITI

! Bee Burckhardt's Syria, p. 44, 4to.
# No. 4 was copied by Burckhardt; see his Syria, p. 39.
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The first of these is intevesting, as it corroborates the testimony of Jo-
sephus that Agrippa sdorned Bidnids with royal liberality. The others
confirm the uniform testimony of antiquity that this fountain wss held
smcred to Pan. And as Pan was the god of shepberds and huntsmen,
and Joved mountaina, foresis and fountains, he could not bave selected a
more delightful residence.

A short distance east of the castie of Binida, there is a vory anciem
ruin, and around it s thick grove of most venerable oaks, apperently
planted by the hand of man. From this spot, the view over the plains
and marsh and lake Haleh, and of the surrounding mountaina, is very
grand. A better sitnation for the observance of the Lupercalia, with its
sbsurd but imposing ceremonies, could bardly be found. And when
walking through its solemn glades, the deep shade and impressive ailence -
wggested to the fancy, that this might be the rempant of a grove once
mcred to the fantastic son of Mercury and Penelope. Certinly the oak
casts the moet religious of all shades.

Baniks appears to have been the seat of idolatry from the remotest
sges. Besides the worship of Pan, which coutioued down o the time of
the Romans, the wibes of Den carried with them into this neighborbood
Micah’s graven image, ephod and teraphim.! Jeroboam too set up,
near by, one of his golden calves.?

Bapids was bonored, at least once, with a visit from our Baviour. It
was then called Cesarea Philippi. Eusebius relates that the woman
who was cured of an iesve of blood was a native of this place. Her sup-
posed house was still pointed out in the early part of the fourth century,
when that historian visited the city.?

Leaving Bénids, we immediately crossed the brook on a small stone
bridge, and stopped to examine sorme ruins on the western end of the
town, but north of the brook. There are several granite and limestone
colomps, also capitals, pedestals and foundations of buildings to be seen
in the fields west of the city ; and evidently the water from the fountain
was formerly conducted through these extensive suburbe of Binids. The
canals are still visible. Op a higher terrace north of these ruins, is the
present burying-place of Binids, overshadowed by a thick grove of very
large oek treea.

1 peither saw wor heard of any castle south of Banids, which Burck-
hardt seems to deseribe. The fact is, however, that the whole descrip-
tion of this place, by this in general moet accurate traveller, is not only
confused and imperfoct, but in some places quite erroneous. He visited
Banids in very cloudy and rainy weather, and evidently did not -examine

! Judges 18: 14—31. * 1 Kings 12: 29, 30,
3 Easeb. Hist. Eoc. VIL 8.




)

396 Country arownd the Sources of the Jordan. [Fxs.

the walis of the city. The.castle which -he mentions on the scuth of the
village, with its bridge across the Wady ei-Kid, is still there, and the in-
seription and granite. columnas; but then, instead of its being a separate
eastle, as he saya, like that on the mountain, it is one of the four towers
which defend the southern wall of the city. This mistake Dr. Robinson
has copied into his noble Researches ; and also, that the ancient city was
on the north of the stream, while it is in reality and necessarily on the
south.!
- Tell d-Kddy. From BaniAs to Tell el-Kady, it took us forty-five min-
utes of brisk riding ; and the distance, thercfore, is not far short of three
miles. The course is west, or perhaps a little south of west ; and most
of the intervening plain is densely covered with oak and other trees,
- baving a thick undergrowth of various kinds of bushes. From this point
to the western mountain, the plain is altogether demitute of trees. The
Tell (or hill) is elevated about forty or fifty feet, and its figure is circular
or rather oval, being longest from east to west. One part of it is covered
with oak trees, and another part with thick brush-wood and briars. It
is evidently an extinct crater, about half a mile in circumforence. On
tbe south-western side, the wall of thie crater has been parily carried
away by the action of the great fountain, which gushes out all at once a
beautiful river of delicious water, several times larger than the stream at
BAnids. The fovutain.in reality fir appears in the centre of the crater.
The great body of water, bowever, glides underneath the lava boulders,
and rushes out at the bottom of the Tell on the west. But a considera-
Ide stream rises to the surfuce within the erater, and is conducted over
its south-western margin, and drives a couple of flouring mills, which are
overshadowed by some magnificent oek trees, and almest buried beneath
the luxuriant vegetation of the place. The two streams unite helow the
mills, forming a river forty or fifty feet wide, which rushes very rapidly
down into the marsh of the Haleh. There were a multitude of turtles
sunning themselves on the rocks around.

The miller, with whom 1 happened to be acquainted, pointed out so
me a clump of trees, about three miles to the south-west, where, he as-
sured me, the stream from Banids unites with this from the Tell. This
juncture is in the marsh, a short distance to the north of a huge mound,
very similar to the Tell el-Kady, and which, in all probability, is aleo an
extinet crater. My informant had often been there, and I understood him
0 say, that the river, after the junction, flowed along on the north of the
mound until it fell into the Hasbény, which I have before mentioned as
the main streamn of the Jordan. I thought also that I could -trace the

! Comp. Burckhardt’'s Syria, 4to. p. 39, 40.
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course which he pointed out, through the tall reeds of the mareh, down
W the point where these two main streams come together.

On the soutb-western coroer of the Tell are the ruins of a few Arab
tents, evidently quite modern ; but there are no visible traces of any an-
cient city or temple in this vicinity. Nor is the place adapted for such a
purpose. It is 80 near the marsh, and so entirely exposed to its poison-
ous miasma, that even the poor Arsbs do not venture to pitch their tents
there. And I find it dificult to believe, that this was the site of that
famous Laeish, which the Danites conquered. The report rendered by
the spies, is altogether inapplicable to Tell el-Kidy ; while their account
applies admirably to Bdoiis. Josephus calls this piace Dephne, and
sleo Dan. But he and Jerome and Eusebius, seemn to blend the tweo
Places together in their occasional notices.) The fact appears to be, thet
they are #0 near sogether, have both great fountaine, sources of the Jor-
dan, and probsbly have always followed the fortunes of each other so
closely, that their nemes bave thus become inextricably blended to-
gether by ancient historians. The editor of Burckbardt and most of the
maps meke Baniis the site of Dap. If 1 might venture a conjecture, it
would be, that the two places bave always been regarded as in a certain
scose identical. The Tell is not wmove than two miles from the ancient
suburbs of Binids; and it is highly probable that country-seats were
bailt as far down on the plain, as the necessary regard to health would
allow.

If this is the souree of what Josephus calls the lesser Jordan, and Bi-
niis, of the greater, there is but little foundation in nature for the distine-
tGon. I foel disposed to make the Hasbiny the greater, and both these
united, the lesser or shorter Jordan. It seems very unreasonable to al-
low to these two fountains, which rise close together, and the entire
leagih of whose streams is but five or six miles, the whole honor of giv-
ing name to the Jordan ; while the Hasbiny, commencing twemy or five
and twenty miles more distant, preserves the direct and natural course
of the Jordan; reeeives large tributaries from mount Hermon on the
east and Mer) ’Ayln on the west, before estering the marsh; and then,
dividing the marsh in its progress, draws into its controlling channel
the great fountains of Derakit or Beldt and el-Mellhhah from the west,
and those of Biniis and Tell el-Kidy from the east. Why should the
Hasbiny, thervefore, which absorbe not ouly these two streams, but mawy
similar oves from the right band and from the left, be deprived of ite
batural prerogatives, and not even mentioned? I can searcely believe
that antiquity is justly chargeable with such singular partiality.}

$ See note at the end of the Article.—E. R.
17%
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In a few minutes after leaving the Tell, we encountered a broad mersh,
caused by a number of fountaise or rills ruaning amongst velcanic rocks,
over and through which we waded aad floundered for nearly a mile.
These taken together would meke a large fountain; and they creep
through the long grass into the marsh below. I noticed some fields of.
rise growing luxurianty aloag the edge of the marsh, and watered by
these many rills. In balf an bour from the Tell, we crossed the Has-
bauy, now greatly augmented, on a bridge called el-Ghijar. The stream
runs in a deep fissure or channel of volcanic tuf, and the descent and as-
oent to and from the bridge i3 very steep. Turning to the left, we now
descended some fifty or sixty feet, to the level of the marsh, and followed
the windings of a little canal, by which a portion of the Hasbény is car-
ried along the upper margin of the marsh for several miles towards the
western mountaios, until it meets a considerable stream which comes
dewn from Merj ’Aydn. A short distance west of the bridge is & smell
brook ; and on the flat below a miserable bhalf-ruined village of Ghaw-
Arineh Arabs, called ez-Zdk.

Region of the Hileh. About twenty minutes fiem the western moun-
tains, there rises abruptly from the edge of the marsh a sharp high hill
of basalt, which runs almust due north for many miles parallel to the
mouataios, and forms the eastemm wall of the dietrict of Merj 'Aydn.
The waters from the Merj make a considerable stream ; which passes
out between this hill and the mountains, and enters the marsh. In this
brook, and all along the small canal above mentioned, were herds of
buffaloes wallowing in the mire. With black hairless hides plastered all
over with mud, lank skeletons, slouched ecars, lazy gait, sinister sulky
looks, and wheezing, disgusting enore, they are certainly the least poetic
of all animals. If the buffulo is the Reem of Scripture, as many of the
learned assert, it is difficult to sympathize with Job and David and
Isaiah in their magnificent descriptions of him.!

From Banias to the bridge el-Ghujar, is one hour and a quarter; and
from the bridge to the western mountnins, an hour and three guarters;
whbich, at our rate of riding, would make the whole distance about
twelve miles. The width of the plain itself, unmodnlely abeve the
marsh, therefore, cannot be less than ten miles.

Having reached the western mountains, we went forward our baggage
directly to Hdnin, and set off to visit the lake Hdleh. We rode rapidly
two hours and thres quarters along the edge of the marsh, (which

! Those who hold that by the Hebrew Reem is roeant the buffalo of the east,
do not suppose the animal to have been at that time domesticated, but still
wild, or partially so ; as is the case at the presentday in Abyssinia. See Bibl,
Res. I11. p. 306.—E. R.
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sreichos up, in most places 10 the mountsins,) and reached the lake
fifieen minutes south-east of the great fountin el-Mellhhsh. We must
have ridden about ten miles ; which is therefore pearly the length of the
mersh. As the lake narrows towards the outlet, the plain on the west
widens, forming a beawtiful and very fertile champaign called Ard el-
Kbait. The lake itself is also called el-Kheit by the Arabs. The water
i clear and sweet, and the shore muddy where we visited it. But a lit-
the further south, as the Arabs informed us, it is abrupt and stony ; and
soch was its appearance. Its surface is, in many plares, covered with a
mersh plant, having very broed leaves. On its bosom were sporting &
variety of waster-fowl. By our estimate the lake may be about seven
miles long, and its greatest width six. But it very rapidly nerrows on
the western side towards the outlet of the Jordan. On the north, the
lake and the marsh blend and intermingle ; but on all the other sides,
the Haleh is as well defined as any otber lake. The land is in fact
ploughed quite down te the edge of the water.

Josephus calls this lake SBemechonitis ; and says that it is sixty furlonge
in length and thirty wide ; whicb is a litue longer, but not so wide, as
ear estimuate. 'The relation of the numbers, sixty and thirty, shows that
be did not aim at minute accuracy. His description ia not a litle cu-
rieus from its obscurity:! “ Selucia was situated at the lake Semechon-

- itis, which lake is thirty furlongs in breadih end sixty in Jength. Its
marshes reach as far as the place Daphne, which in other respects is o
delicious place, and hath such fountains as supply water to what is called
little Jordan under the temple of the golden calf; where it is sent into
great Jordan.” And the transiator adds in a note: “ Here we bave the
exact situation of one of Jeroboam’s golden calves, at the exit of little
Jordan into great Jordan pear a place ealled Daphos, but of old called
Den.” Now this description is 30 eract, that no place answering to it can
be found. 1 cannot ascertain with any certainty which is little and which
great Jordsn. If greater and lesser refer to length, there is but little
foundation for the claim of preéminence between Banids and Tell el-
Kidy, the difference being only a mile or two. If’ we estimate by vol-
umee of water, the shorter is by far the greater stream. If] as intimated
above, Bdnias and Tell el-Kady be regarded as identical, and the Hasba-
ny be the greater Jordan, some of the difficulties are considerably re-
heved.

‘We reached the edge of the lake at a small encampment of Arabe,
and took lunch under one of their tents. In the sarhe tent were a num-
ber of horsemen from the desert of Haurdn, a sinister, cut-throat look-
ing company. Having seen some sugar amongst our articles, they ve-

! Josephus B. J. 1V. 1. 1,—See Note at the end of the article.—E. R,
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hemently demanded it I gave each a little ; but ove of them was de-
termined to bave more. Being sbsolutely and sternly refused, he came
to me with his hand on his sword, and demanded very roughly, why I
dared to come into such a place without arma; said it was very wrong ;
this was Beldd ed-dushman (land of strife), and I would certainly be kill-
ed. Thongh 1 did pot believe they would rob us while in an Arab's
tent, yet we felt a little relieved when finally out of their society.

We stopped on our way back to examine the fountain el-Melldhsh.
It rises under the mountain a few rods west of the road, and is immediate-
ly conducted upon the wheels of a couple of mills. The fountain forms
a pool of about twenty rods in circumference, and two feet deep. Like
the Hasbiny, it swarms with fish. The water is tepid and insipid. Below
the mills it forinzs a shallow stream forty or fifty feet wide, and glides slug-
gishly acroes the plain towards the lake, A little to the nerth of this
stream, and about hulf a mile down in the plain, is an artificial mound
with some ruins about it ; and north of this is a large encampment of
Ghawirineh Arabs, amongst the very reeds of the marsh. There are
two or three companies of the same tribe farther north; obe near the
large fountaio called Derakit or Beldt. At this latter fountain, are tra-
ces of considerable ruins; and perhaps one of these names belongs to
the fountain and the other to the ruins. ‘There is still another fountain
sbout half an hour farther north, with marks of ancient buildings around
it; but there happened to be no one preseot fiom whom we could ascer-
tain its name.

During the dry season of the year the Arabe pesture their cattle on
the northern part of the massh; and appear to pepetrate as far down
as the great mound already mentioned. Below this it is wholly an
impassable swamp. 1 asked an Arab, if I eould not reach the lake
through the marsh. He regarded we with surprise for some time, as if
to ascertain whether I was in earnest,and then lifting his hand, he swore
by the Alinighty, the Great, that not even a wild boar could get through.
This is probably correct. The whole taken together is the largest marsh
1 bave seen. It is perfectly levél, and covered with flags and reeds and
rushes. Flocks almost innumerable of white sheep and black goats,
each with its shepherd before and dogs behiud, are seen from early
dawn till evening, sauntering lazily elobng the eastern, northern, and
western shores of the marsh, Droves of camels, and herds of cows
and buffaloes also enliven every part of the plain; whilst low ranges of
tents, bere and there, stretch their black curtains along the reedy marsh,
and associate what is everyday and common place, with the ancient and
the patriarchal.

The ascent to Hdnin is very steep, and the elevation above the plain
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cannot be moch leas than 2500 feet.  The path for some time lesds up
the valley which forms part of the district of Merj ’Aydn; then elimbs
the precipitous declivity of the mountain under a frightful ledge of rocks
several hundred feet high; and lands the weary traveller at last on one
of the most commanding platforom in the country. We.reached Hinin
st sunset, having spent another delightful and exciting day.

The extent of the lake and marsh far exceeded our expectation.
Taken together, they cover a larger area tban the lake of Tiberias. The
whole was probably at ope time covered with water, and the noithern
purt has been gradually filled by detrifus from the mountains and plains.
Even now, in the rainy season, it must be mostly submerged. There
was a second shore a few rods from the edge of the lake, where we saw
it; up to which the water evidently extends during the wet months; and
the lake thus swollen would cover much of the marsh., Severul years
ago a company of men in Hasbeiya obtajined permission from lbrahim
Pasha, to remove some rocks which cboked up the outlet of the lake ;
by which means a large tract of most fertile land was laid dry, and lux-
wiant crops were gathered from it for two or three years; until a freah
fall of rocks again filled up the channel, and restored the lake to its for-
mer dimensions, 1 bave been assured, by one of the persons engaged
in that enterprise, that the whole lake aud marsh might be drained with-
ont difficulty, and at a moderate expense.

Castie of Hiinin—Sept. 22nd. This fortress is the most conspicuous
object on the western mountaing - It stands out in bold relief, from
Bénids almost due west,! and has been in full view during all our rides
for the last two days. The castle is an oblong quadrangle, rounded at
the south end, and is about 900 feet long by 300 wide. It overhangs the
very brow of the precipice, which on the east side falls sheer down 10 a
grest depth, towards the plain. On the north and west sides it is pro-
teeted by a trench, hewn in the solid rock forty feet wide and fifteen or
twenty deep. The southern and south-western parts are defended by
six round towers, and a double wall. There are also three round towers
on the eastern wall. The large area within was formerly covered with
bouses and magazives, and undermined by numerous cisterns. The
village has no fountsin, but depends entirely npon these cisterns; and
the water at this dry season is very scarce and alive with animelculos.
There is a fountain about a mile below the castle, near which I noticed
foundations of ancient buldings. Probably the village was located there
in former times. Insecurity has, however, obliged the people to settle

! The exact bearing of Hiinin from Banids, by compass, as aflerwards taken
by Rev. E. Smith, is 8. 83° W.—E. R.
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around this foudal castle. The village is small and inhabited by Metd-
wileh.

Most of the works existing at present are quite modern; probably
Baracenic or even Turkish. But the northern part bears undoubted
marks of extreme antiquity. It is about 300 feet square, and surrounded
on all sides by a ditch hewn in the molid rock, as described above. A
few specimens of the original wall are still to be seen, and show that the
whole was constructed of large bevelled stones bound together by iron
clampe, bearing a close resemblance to works of Jewish or Phenician
origin which I have scen at Jerusalem, and on the island Ruad, the an-
cient Aradus. May pot this old castle mark the site of Hazor? We
know that Hazor was a city of Napbtali, somewhere in the neighborhood
of Kedesh, Abel, and }jon.! And if, as Josepbus says® Hazor was on a
high mountain above the Hualeh, this site accords well with his account ;
for it occupies precisely such a position, commanding a noble view of the
plain, marsh and lake. It was, moreover, evidently built to command the
paseage round the vorth-western border of the marsh. There are there
indications which seem to point out this place as being at least in the
neighborhood of Hazor. When Tiglath Pileser attacked Pekah, king of
Israel, he took Ijon, Abel, Kedesh, and Hazor. Now Ijon is Merj’AytGn;
and Abel is the modern Abil, directly north of Hénin; and Kedesh lies
not far south of it. Hazor, therefore, must be either Hunin itself, or
some place near it. In Joshua also Kedesh and Hazor are coupled to-
gether as two feudal or walled cities given to Napbwli3 This much
then is certain, that Hazor was a walled city, somewhere in this vicinity ;
and until it is farther identified, Hinin may stand for its site. And this
is countenanced by the earliest mention we have of Hazor. Jabin, king
of Hazer, hearing that Joshua had conquered all the south of Palestine,
gathered a vast army from a great many peighboring cities, amongst
which Hinin would be nearly the centre. With this host he took pos-
seasion of the waters of Merom; that ia, as I suppose, of the narrow
pessage between the marshes of the Haleh and the mountain, below this
very Hanin and near the great fountains of Derakit and el-Melidhah,
But Joshua fell upon them suddenly, overthrew aud chased them to
old Sidon, etc. Being routed, the host would necessarily rush along
the narrow tract between the marsh and the mountains, up the rising
plain of Merj’Aydn, under Hanin, and passing by Abel, would crose the
Lithny below Kiilat esh-Bhiikif, the only practicable point on the way to
Sidon. From this ford the road is direct and plain by Nebatiyeh, Hab-

' Josh. 19: 36—38. 2 K. 15:29. * Joseph. Ant. V. 5.1.
? Josh. 19: 36, 37, 4 Josh. 11: 1.8q.
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bish, Deir Zabriny, Zifty(?) and the sea-shore to Sidon. Josbua bav-
ing chased them to this city, turned back, the narration says, and took
Hazor and burnt it with fire. This was the only city that he burnt ; and
it is further said that Hazor was the head of all the surrounding kingdome.
The position of Hanin seems to meet all the intimation contained in this
narrative. Subsequently we hear frequently of this Hazor, of its being
rebuilt and repeatedly conquered. Joeephus says that in the days of
Deborab this Hazor had in pay 300,000 footmen, 10,000 horsemen, and
3,000 chariots;! a story quite beyond the ne plus of my credulity, Hazor
being by far the most powerful and celebrated of all the cities in this
region, it becomes a question of interest to determine its location.$

Hanin belongs to Beldd Beshdrah ; and a branch of the ruling family
formerly resided here. But since the great earthquake of June 1837, no
part of the castle has been habitable; and these feudal chiefs bave all
settled in and around Tiboin,

Kedes, the ancient Kedesh Naphtali, lies on the same mountain ridge,
s few miles further south. We regretted our inability to visit it? As
the sun roee this morning, I ascended one of the eastern towers to take
bearings, and enjoy another view of this megnificent prospect. The
N. E. corner of the lake itself bore 8. 8. E. And in the extreme dis-
tance south, a little west, the mountains towards the Dead Sea are visi-
ble. Tell el-Kidy is east 2 little porth, and Banias in the same line.
The summit of Mount Hermon bears N. E. and the highest peak of Lebea-
pon, north a little east ; while the verdant carpet of Coelo-Syria lies
spread out between the two. 1 envy not the man who can gaze ob such
a scene unmoved. Whatever is lovely in mountain, plain, marsh, and
lake, is before the eye, and with surprising distinctness. Old Jebel esh-
Sheikh, likea venerable Turk, with bis head wrapped in a snowy turben,
sits yonder on his throve in the sky, surveying with imperturbable digni-
ty the fair lands below; and all around, east, west, north, south, moun-
tin meets mountain to guard and gaze upon the lovely vale of the Huleb.
—What a consteliation of venerable names! Lebanon and Hermon,
Bashan and Gilead, Moab and Judah, Samaria and Galilee ! There too
is the wast plain of Coelo-Syria, upper and lower, studded with trees,
clothed with flocks, and dotted with Arab tents; and there the charming
Haleh with its hundred streams, glittering like silver lace on robes of
green, and its thousand pools sparkling in the morning sun. Venerable
and beautiful vale of the Hiileh, farewell!

Regrion North of Hanén. From Hanin, we set out to visit the castle of

! Joseph. Ant. V.5.1. * See Notes at the end of the Article.—E. R.
3 Kedes was visited in 1844 by the Rev. Eli Bmith, who has a full account
of it in manoscript.—E. R.
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Belid esh-Shikif. For the first half bour the road led along the summit
of the mountain ridge, over soft cretaceous rocks, and through thick
groves of oak and other forest trees. One of the hills was covered with
fomale camels, their young ones amongst them, a soene which I had
never before met with in the country, They belonged to a tribo of
Arabs encamped on the mountain nosth of Hanin. After a sharp descent
of afew minutes, we crossed the bonndary between Belid Beshirah
and Merj ’Aydn, leaving Adeiseb(?) on the west, and Abil on the east,
some hundred feet below, near the plain of the Merj. This is a consid-
erable Cbristian village, and so celebrated for its wheat as to be called
Abil el-Kamb. It probably marks the site of the Abel-Beth-Maachah
mentioned repeatedly in the Bible, in connection with Ijon, the Scripture
pame to which the form ’Aydn corresponds. Indeed, the Hebrew radi-
cals of Ijon would be more correctly pronounced 'Aytn ; and the word
Merj (wesdow) has been prefixed to denote the nature of the place, viz.
a well watered pasturage. The Merj is a small, but elevated and very
-beautiful plain, sub-circular or oval, and so well watered as to appear
quite green even in September. Tiglath Pileser took Ijon and Abel;
and these are coupled with Kedesh Naphtali and Hazor; which suffi-
ciently marks their neighborhood.! This Abil must nnt be confounded
with another Abil, or fibl el-Hawa, which we pessed one night, as we
went from Hasbeiya to Banids.

Leaving a large village of Druzes on our right, called Mutalleb, and
descending graduslly for forty-five minutes from Abil, we came to Kufeir
Kely. The water from this village flows off into the Lithny, and so falls
into the Mediterranean ; while that from the Merj runs into the Hdleh,
and is finally lost in the Dead S8ea. The two lie side by side, so nearly
on a level, and so closely joined, that it is difficult to discover the line of
demarkation. The plain.of Kufeir Kely appears to join itself to the
mountain of Kill’at el-Shikif; nor will the traveller imagine that the
Litdny flows between them, until he reaches the very precipice which
overhangs it, and is almost within gun-shot of the castle itself; when
he will be surprised to see the river far below him, rushing along ite
rocky channel, but so deep and distant, that its angry roar can searcely:
reach his ear. By a very winding path we reached the bridge in ons
hour and a half from Kufeir Kely and three hours from Hunin; the
direction being morth a little west. 'This bridge is called Jisr el-Khir-
dela, has pointed arches, appears to be quite ancient, and was formerly
defended by a tower on the west end ; which is now nearly in ruins:

The river LitAny is iv itself a great curiosity. Rising near Ba’albek at

1 2 K., 15: 20.—See Note at the end of the Article—E. R.
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an elevation ahove the sea of about 4,000 feet, it creepa sloggishly
through the BiakiA’a, until, after a thousand serpentine meanderings, and
doublings upon its track, it reaches the 8. W. extremity of the plain.
There it immediately engages in a difficnit and romantic contest with the
everlasting pillars of Lebenon, for a free passage down to the Mediterra-
nean. In the struggle, a deep crevice is effected through the solid stra-
ta of the mountain, down which the torrent launches its whole force
with beadlong fury. Bo narrow is the rent, that only here and there is
there room along the stream for a foot path, and the bigh and perpendi-
cular cliffs approach so near, and frown so darkly, in many places, that
a hird will searcely venture to fly between them. Near the Jisr Birghir,
the branches of the trecs from either side meet and interlock, forming a
verdant canopy which entirely screens the current below from the noon.
day sun. Every few hundred rods it appears to rush directly against a
perpendicular cliff of great height, thrown across the chaunel as if on
purpose to bar all further progress ; but wheeling sherply to the right or
Jeft, it leaps furiously down its rocky road, until again brought up as sud-
denly by some other cliff, when it finds or forces a passage in quite an-
other direction. Thus it struggles with opposing mountains for many
miles in a course not far from south-west, Having passed Kilat esh-
Shikif, it turns due west, and in about five hours, falls into the sea, a fow
miles north of Tyre.

This deep rent in the mountain range is without an example of its
kind. There is & long rampart, drawn from the gulf of ’Akabab to An-
tioch, and not a drop of water from this vast Ghdr finds its way into the
Mediterranean, except what is carried down by this solitary stream. No
other fountain, or river breaks over this western wall; but all are lost in
the bitter waters of the Dead Sea, swallowed up by the sands of the des-
ert, or fall into the gulf of ’Akabab. The fact is singular, and not to
have been expected, considering the strueture of the plains and meun-
teins. And it is not improbable that the geology of the region, carefully
studied, will point to a period when this, like every other stream which
rises within this long valley, flowed south, and either swelled the dimen-
sions of the Dead Sea, or was carried with all the rest, onward to the
gulf of ’Akabah. There is reason to believe, that the valley of the Ba-
ki'a was, at some remote period of geologiecal ehronology, a large lake.
This is not the place for the discussion eof such & question, but the
proofs appear sufficient. And the same convulsion which depressed so
greatly the valley of the Dead Sea, may have rent open this new outlet
for the waters of the Biiki'a, by which the Jake was entirely drained,
and its waters carried into the Mediterranean, instead of the Dead Sea.
The idea is a little exeiting, but not improbable. Even now the river

Yor. IIL No. 9. 18
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from Ba'nlhek seerne as if & could he carried into the Hasbdny without
difficulty, and thus fill up the Hddeh and the lake Tiberias, augment the
-Jordan, and eplarge the Dead Sea. This hypothesis presents a beauti-
ful chain of lakes and rivers stretching from Coelo-Syria to the Red
Boa, and opening a magnificent channel of interuml commerce and com-
munication.

But te return from this digression. Having crossed the Litiny, and
passed some old ruins a few rods from the bridge, we turned to the left,
up en almost impracticable mountain path. The asevnt was se precipi-.
tous that we were obliged to dismount, and after three quarters of sn
hour of herd climbing, we renched the eastle, our horses being as muoch
exhausted as oursslves. By keeping the regular road towards Nebdtyeh
for about half aa hour, and then passing through the village Titmrah,
you reach the castle without dificulty.

Castle of esh-Shitkif. This is an exceedingly strong fortress crowning
the oval summit of a high mountain, and overbanging the Lithny. The
-eourse of the river bere is nearly south, and the castle is on the west of
it. The natural position renders it almost impreguable ; access from the
east being impoesible; from tbe porth nearly so; from the west very
difficult ; while on the south, the ridge is only a few rods wide which
vonneots it with the adjacent mountain. The west and south, were do-
fended by a wide and deep ditch cut in the live rock. The whole bot-
tom of the ditch is a wast cistern covered with a strong vaulted roof.
‘This eistern is even yet in good repair ; and the farmers were driving
their herds into i to drink, while we were there. The walls of the
castle are very solid and lofty, towering sixty or eighty feet above the
ditch. There was but one entrance, which is on the south east ; reach-
«d by » bridge across the foese, and overbanging the awfid precipice of
the Lithny. A stove, dropped froro this part of the eastle wil descend
many hundred feet at a single bound ; and unless accidentally checked
will not panse in its headlong course, until it reaches the river some fifteen
bundred feet below. There are but few castles in the world, perched
" upon such a giddy precipice. The length is about eight bundred foet,
and the breadth three hundred. And when in good repair, and well gar-
risoned, I do not see how it could be subdued. It was built before the
invention of cannon, and is not at all adapted for them. There are a
few port holes; but these may not bave been intended for fire arms, or
they may have been cut through the walls at a later date. The area
within the walls was nearly all covered with buildings, and numerous
magazines have been excavated beneath them in the solid rock. I bave
no doubt but that some of the many dark pmssages, cut in the rock, kead
down through the base of the castle into the grest cistern at the bottom
of the ditch.
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This castle is mentioned in the twelfth comtury ueder the name of Bed-
fort or Beaufwt. It has been ofien besicged, and during the crusades
it experiensed every variety of fortune and misfortnee. When it was
reduced to its present condition I have no means of ascertaining. It is
far lees dilapidated than the other casties we have visited ; and night
readily be repaired and made a very formidable fortress. 1 think it prab-
able that there was a cestle here from very remese timea. i entirely
commands the only passage over the Liskay, which the Sidovians ceuld
bave lmd inte the Morj and Ard ol-Hileb, beth of which eertaioly bo-
longed %0 them. The latier was even called the great plain of Sidon.t
Here, too, the great road 10 Demescus must have passed, as it doos still.
That there was io the palmy days of the Phenician commerce a fortress
commmndiag this important pass and the bridge over the Litiny, can
scarcely be doubted. That this would be the site selecied, is, 1o say the
lesst, not unlikely ; and is rendered probable by the nature of the works
found bere st present. The large excavations in the live rock, the deep
ditch, and the heavy bevelled stones, out of whieh 30 much of tbe cestle is
constructed, are all marks of antiquity. Kk may therefore have been oaly
rebuilt by the Saracens at or about the time of the early crusades, out of
materals found on the spot.

From the castle 10 Nebbtiyeh is one howr and & helf; and from this %
Sidon ive and a baif bours of rapid ridiag. We reached Sidoa about an
hour afier dark. The distance from this city to Kilet esh-Shdkif is about
twenty-five mies, and to Hunin ot least ten miles further. The road
flom Sidon to Damaseuns by Jisr el-Kbiirdela is never blocked up by snow
ad is better than any other with which 1 am acquainted. The highest
purt of the pass to the Jisr cannot be more than fifleen bundred foet,
and the aseent beyond is very gradual. Caruvats find it much essier
aad mafer in winter than the rugged and higher puss of Lehanon on the
read from Beirdt. And if gavernment should ever wish to make a car-
risge remd o Demsstus, it weuld ne doubt commence it, not at Beirdt,
bat st Siden.

Norzs ov THE PRECEDING ARTICLE.

By Prof. I. Robinsox.

Tua publio are greatly indehted to the author of the preceding Artiele
for bie very distinct and grapbic account of the topograpby of Banids
amd the vicinity. It is the first guod aecount that we possess, that of

1 Joseph. Antiq. V. 3. 1.
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Burckhardt being very confused and imperfect; which, indeed, is doubt-
less 10 be accounted for by the fact, that his visit to BaniAs occurred
during his very firt journey as an oriental traveller, and was made under
quite unfavorable circumstances, both as to weatber and opportunities for
personal investigation,!

In respect to some of the coneclusions of the preceding Anticle, there
would seem 10 be room for some further consideration, either by way of
fuller illustration, or perhaps occasionally of modification.

ThAe Jordan. 1t is certainly a remarkable circumstance, that the great
Jewish historian, in speaking of the Jordan and its sources, has appar-
ently made no allusion to the Hasbany, the largest and by far the longest
of all the streams which enter the marshes of the Haleh. Yet so defi-
pite and explicit is the language of Josephus iu respect to the fountains
of that famous river, that I am unahle to arrive at any other conclusion,
than that he purposely, and no doubt in accordance with pepular usage,
limits the name of Jordan to the two streams above described as flowing
from Béanids and Tell el-Kidy.

The following are the passages in Josephus, which refer to the Jordan
‘in general :

Antiq. V. 1. 22. The Naphthalites are said to take poesession of Up-
per Galilee as far as to Mount Lebanon and the sources of the Jordan,
which break forth from the mounizin, etc., «f [nnyal) vi» Spuny ix v00
Spovg Eyovory,

Antig. XV, 10. 3. This is the passage quoted above, p. 189, describ-
ing the temple erected by Herod in honor of Augustus at Panium, that
is, ot the cavern beneath the impending mountain ; wwder which cavern
wee the fountains of the river Jordan : Uno 88 10 axylasor c’ra‘tﬂloww .
mnyai 100 Togpddrov motapoi.

Bell. Jud. L 21. 3. Here the historian is speaking also of Herod’s tem-
ple at the seme place, Panium, which he describes in the same manner.
ot the rools of the cavern outside, rise founiains; and here, as some think,
is the beginning of the Jordan: 100 i drigov xura 14 Btwder §ifmg
ararillovow af nnyal: xal yiveoig pdv g Erios Soxotury §ver “Togddavov,
But Josephus refers the reader, for a more accurate view, to the passage
next following.—The language here quoted might perhaps be supposed
to imply, that the appearance of the fountain at the mouth of the cavern
in Josephu#’ day, did not much differ from its present state ss above
described.

B.J.IIL 10. 7. 'This is the celebrated paseage, which, while affirming
that the source of the Jordan scems to be Pawium, (doxss piy "Togdivov nayi

! Burckh. Travels in Syria, etc. 4to. p. 36—43.
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19 Hdveor,) nevertheless refers it to the more distant lake Phiala.—
“The open stream of the Jordan,” he goes on to say, “ issues from the
cavern Panium ; flows through the marshes of the lake Bemechonitis;
then, after a further course of a hundred and twenty stadia, enters the
lake of Genoesareth near the city Julias; and at last, after passing through
a Jong deacem, terminates in the Dead Ses.”

From all these passages, 1 can draw no other inference, than that Jose-
phbas and the Jews were accustomed tv speak of the sourees of the river
Jordan, as being situated at Binids or the lake Phiala. Josephus men-
tions, indeed, another leas important source, to which we sball revert be-
low ; but that, 100, has no conbection with the Hasbiny. This latter
stream, therefore, aithough longer and lirger, is left wholly out of the ac-
oount.

Buch anomelies in popular nomenclature arise, sometimes perbaps
from ignorancs of the country aud of the relative length of streama, as
in the case of our own great rivers, the Missouri and Mississippi. In
other cases the reason is less obvious. Evea in the Jordan itself, if mere
leagth of course is 10 determine the appellation, this name ought to be
borne by the Hieromax, which comes in below the lake of Tiberias ; since
this strosm is very considerably longer even than the Hasbdny. Yet
here, o doubs, the direction determined the name, and properly. As
to the two streamns in question, the ove from Baniis and the Hasbhny,
may Dot the natural prejudice of the Jews have had some jofluence ?
The Jordan was their ouly river, the national and sacred stream. May
they not therefore bave felt an interest in making it wholly their own;
and have thus chosen to find its sources at Banids, within their own
borders, rather than in the Hasbdny, which eame from without their ter-
ritory? Whatever reason we may assign for the anomaly, the language
of Josepbus leaves us no room to doubt of the fact itself,

Phiala. That the Birket er-Rim visited by Mr. Thomson is the same
Birket er-Riam of which Seetzen heard, and also that it is the same lake
seen by Irby and Mangles, there can be no doubt. The direction and
distance from Baoids, ss laid down on Kiepert’s mape, are precisely in
socordance with the preceding specifications of Mr. Thomson ; and fur-
ther, the information gathered by him goes to show, that no other lake
exists in that vicinity.! As little can we doubt, that this is the ancient
Phiala,

Burckhardt, in passing from Damascus to the bridge over the Jordan,
saw 2 regervoir called Birket er-Rim five hours before reaching the
bridge. This of course is in a wholly different region, and, being a reeer-
voir, isa wholly different thing, from the Birket er Rim east of Banids,

} See above, p. 193.
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Neor did Burkbirdt or any one else regard it as Phiala. But at three and
& half hours from the bridge, be saw a large pond called Birket Nefah or
‘Tefak ; and this be lightly conjectured to be Phisla.t

The Lesser Jordan. Although Josephus describes, as above, the seures
of the Jordan in general, yet ke also, in the follewing passages, spesks
of another lees celebrated sourcs and stresm as forming part of the same
¥iver.

Antiq. L 10. 1. Abraham overtalies the Assyrians, (who had carried
away Lot) ab Dan ; for so the other fountam of Jerden is colled: nspi Ao~
ver : eires yup 5 brdgu 1o0 "fogdarvov mpoceyopseras myy.

" Antiq. V.3. 1. The spies sent out by the Danites advance a day’s jowr-
pey into the great plain belonging to the city Sidon, mel far from Mount
Lebanon and the founiains of the Lesser Jordam : oi nogfe Tov JiSevor
Ogovs wal dhdowoves ‘Topdavov 1@y xnysy. Whither the Denites after-
wards go with an army, awd build thers a city Dan ; stifovow aérode mé-
iy ddya,

Amtiq. VIIL 8 4. Jesoboam sets up the golden calves; one in the city
Bethel, the other ot Dan, which is ot the fowntaing of the likle Jordan ; 3oy
Exegor 34 év Adry, nd» dorl mpos vais myyees 10V penge “TogSavev.

- Bell, Jad. IV. 1. 1. This passage has been aleady queted sbove, p.
180, “Belencia wes on the lake Semechonitis, which e thirty stadia
broad sud sixty long. s marshes extend up # the place Daphne (péygn
Adgrng yuplov), 'This place sbounding in other thinge, Ay also fown-
taina, which nursing ihe little Jordam, s0 colled, under the fame of the golden
culf, send it forth lo the great Jordan ; mnyas Frortos; of, 1pépovaas 1ov prem—
o7 rodolpmwor "Togddryy Imo 10¥ 17l youois Bods vesy, mpeomiumoves 16
peyble.

In redpeet to this Jast paseage, it will be soen, tat tho place here caled
Aagry, is obviously the same spoken of in the othrer three passages undor
the name of Saror, Jdéva o Aary. The situatien in all is the same,
viz, at the other fauntuin of Jordan, or the fountains of the ksser Jordan ;
and in twoe passages it is mentioned as the place of the goiden calf. I
view of these cirrumstances, it is much easier and hetter, with Reland
and Havercamp, to suppose that the word Aagyns is here a corrupt read-
ing for Jewy, the ancient and usoal name, than to infor a sabsequent
change of name, of which dere is elsewhere o intimation,

At any rate, there can be no question, but that all four of the sbove
Pastages express & plain distincfion between the * lesser Jordan,” so esil-
ed, and the Jardan before deseribed as having its source at Banits, Ad-
mitting thie distinotion, as we must, then these passages all point direct-
ly and plainly to the foumtaines and river of Tell el-Kidy as wniting with

! Travels in Byria, eto. 4to. p. 314 oq.
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that from Binids w form the Jorden. The sive and renown of the sty
Pencas, and the splendid docorstions of its fountain, may perhaps have
beon enough to lead pepuler usage to ragard that stream as the mest imn-
portant ; as it is likewise the larger of the two.

Dan. There is perhape scarcely a fact in ancient sopograpby, whish
soomms to stand out more clearly and prominestly, than the distinetiom
both im name and position between the places Dan and Paness. Jose-
pbus in the four passages last quoted, affirms the distinetion with all
possible definitences, as compaved with three of the passages quoted first
sbove. Eusebius also, who had himself visited Paneas, speaks in ene
place of Dan as mear to Pances (da», wgr =xlyeior Hareidos); and in
snother deseribes it as forrr Romen wikes frem Paneos, on the sooy towsrds
Twe: dav ... Aureades ano egpsinr § wore o 630w tyy énl Togem.
Here ton, he sayn the Jordan breaks forth® Jerome, transiating and
puraphbirasing this account of Eusebins, writes thus : Dax sectdus esf quan-
40 a Pancade suilioris euntibus Tyrom, qus usque hodic sic voecatwr.—De quo
o Jordowis flumen erumpons & loco soriitus esl momen? In Jike manner the
Tergum of Jerusalem, in Gen. 14: 14, for Dun, writes corvectly 7%
0, Dan of Cesares, that is, nexr Cesarea Philippi or Paneas.—All this
testimony confirms that of Josephus, and poists very defisitely to Tell
el-Kidy as the site of Dap; and these specifications of distaurce, and
these respesting founsins of the Jordan, accord fully with the statements
given in the preceding Article.

It is objected 30 this spot as the site of Dun, that there are in the
vicinity no visible traces of any ancient city or temple ; that the spot is
»0 mear the marsh as to be entirely expased to its poisonous miasmeta,
s that even the Arabe do not pitch their tents there; and that it dees
Dot eorvespond to the description given by the spies of that famous Laish
which the Danites conquered.4 To the first of these objections it may be
replied, that aceording to Burckhardt the hill over the fountaios seems to
have been built upon, though pothing now is visible; and that “ata
swartor of an hour [say half & mile] north of the springs, are ruins of
ancient habitations, built of the black tufwacke, the principal rock found
fn the plain.”3 These remains seom not to have beea examined by any
more recent traveller. In respect to the second objection, it may be re-
marked, that the exposure to miasmata has not prevented the erection of
permanent mills ; and if the Arabe do not pitch their tents in this vicini-
ty, it is probably not from dread of such an exposurs, for we find them

} Onomast. art. Bersabee (BySoaua:f). * Ibid. art. Dan.
3 Opomast. ibid. 4 See above, p. 197. Comp. Judg. 18: 8 »q.
* Burckb. Syria, 4to, p. 42.
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elsewhere encamped among the very reeds of the marsh.! As to the
third objection, it is obvioua, that the report of the spies related not
merely to the immediate site of Laish; but to the region of country of
which that was the chief place.—The statement that Tell el-Kidy is so
near the marsh and so entirely exposed to its missmata, serves to illus-
trate the remark of Josephus respecting the lake Semechonitis, viz. that
“its marsbes extend up to Dan (Dapbne), where are the fountains of
the lesser Jordan.,™

After all, it is nevertheleas true, that the two places Dan and Paneas
were sometimes confounded, even at an early age ; though not until after
the comparative importance and renown of the former had disappeared
before the latter. Jerome, whose very explicit testimony jn the Onomas-
ticon we have already seen above, but who seems never to bave visited
this region in person, writes thus in a certain work: Dan, quae Aodie
appellatur Paneas,*—in direct inconsistency with bimself, and also with
Eusebius, who had personally been at Pancas. So too some later trans-
lations of the Bible, not noted for accurecy, and who in geographbical
names ususlly give a quid pro quo; as the Samaritan version and the
Arabic of Saadias, in Gen. 14: 145 Such evidence, however, can weigh
pothing against the explicit testimony above brought forward; corres-
ponding as the latter alao does to the physical features of the region.

Hanin. Hazor. The argument brought forward in the preceding
peges® for the identity of Hanin with the ancient Hezor, is certainly very
plausible ; although a clear investigation may perhaps diminish in some
degree the probability there made out. Josephus doee not directly say,
that “ Hazor was on a high mountain above the Haleb;” bis language
is simply that “ Hazor lies aver the lake Semechonitis:” abry 3i inspxdiras
tic Jepayovitidog Liprng.” Here nothing is maid of a high mountain;
thougb it certainly may be implicd. But the expression imepxeia9as 1775
Liprng, to be over the lake, soems also to imply, that Hazor was situated
over against the lake itself, and not ten miles north of any part of it; as
is the case with both Hanin and the castle of Banids. Such a position
would bring Hazor to the south of Kedesh ; the latter being itself north
of the lake. Further, Tiglath Pileser is said to have taken “ljop, and
Abel-Beth-Maachah, and Janosh, and Kedesh, and Hazor, and Gilead,
etc.”™ Here the first three names, as also Kedesh and Gilead, are men-

¥ See above, p. 200. *tB J.IV.11

3 In the Onomast. art. Hrmom, we find Jerome quoting his Hebrew teacher
for the fact, that “ Mount Hermon overhangs Paneas.

4 Comm. in Ezech. 48.

$ Gesenius Anm. zu Burckh. Reisen in Syr. 1. p. 494.

¢ See above p. 202, 7 Antiq. V.5.1. % 2 Kings 15: 29.
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tomed in the order in which they are known to lie, from novth 0 south ;
and the implication is certainly strong, that Hasor in like manner lay
south of Kedesh. Aad this is rendered the more probable by the lis of
fenced cities assigned to Naphtheli, whieh too are enumerated apparently
in their order from south to north; and where likewise we find Ham-
math, Rakkah, Cinneroth, along the lakp of Tiberias; and then Ramah,
Hazor, Kedeah, Edrei, etc.! Sill implying that Hasor was south of
Kedesh. Agnin, Hazor was an important city, “ the head of all the king-
doms” round about3 But, such a city we should not expect to find in
a position totally destiute of living water, as is HOnln3 Kedesh, at -
least hes an sbundant supply of fine water.

Such are some of the considerations which prima facie seem to throw
doubt upon the identity of Hanin and Hasor, and to place the latter on
the south of Kedesh, somewhere on the way bestween Kedesh and Safed.
It is a matser well worth the atrention of future travellers, to ascertain
whetber there exist in that district any remains, or any name, which wmay
correspond to the name and the festures of the ancient Haror. If wot,
the way will then be open to rest with more certainty in the conclusions
of the foregoing Article,

But, st any rate, the fortrese of Hanin is obviously a remarkable rese-
pant of bigh antiquity ; and the public are greatly indebted so Mr. Thomn-
son for his full and graphic account of it. Nor are they less indebted to
him for a knowledge of the important fact, now first brought out, of the
existence of bevelled stones in the architecture of the three great fortresses
at Banids, Hinin, and esh-Shakif, as well as in the island Ruad, the an-
cient Arados. If this featare in all three inmtances, and especially in
Raad, be the same as in the remains of ancient architecture at Jerusalem
and Hebron, then the interesting and important result follows, that this
was a peculiarity of Phenician architecture ; for even the temple of Selo-
mon was built by Phenician workmen. So far as relates to Jerusalem
snd Hebrom, there is no similar feature in Egyptian, Grecian, Romen, or
Serscenic architecture. ‘The only approach to it is the rusfic style under
the later Roman emperors # which is itself an exaggeration of the bevelled
style, and may very possibly have been borrowed from the east.

It is to be boped, that this subject may be taken up ere long by some
traveller, whe shall be competent, by his professionsl skill and historical
knowledge, to decide upon the many questions which will arise in this
mew and interesting fleld of inquiry.

Jbd. Abil—This ancient place is usually in Scripture called Abel-

! Joab. 19: 35—37. * Josh. 11: 10. 5 See above, p. 201.

4 See Hirt's Baukunst der Alten, Berlin 1809. fol. p. 162. Pl. XXXI1.—Bibl.
Res. in Palest. 1. pp. 423, 424,
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Beth-Msachah ; probably as lying near Beth-Maacheh, from which it is
distinguished, 2 Sam. 20: 14 ; being then called simply Abel, as also in
v. 18, In 2 Chr. 16 4 it is called Abel-Maina; comp. 1 K. 15 20. Itis
mentioned in 1 K. 15 20 with other places in the order from north to
south: jon (Heb. Yy 'fyyén, Areb. (.yeas 'Ayin), Dan, Abel, and all
Cinneroth ; and again 2 K. 15, 2 in the like order; ljon, Abel, Janoah,
Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, etc. From these passages, Reland long ago
drew the correct inference, that Abel was to be sought in the west or
south-west of Peneas.l Gesenius wrongly places it on the esst of the
Jordan, near the spur of Antilibanus; being probably misled by the re-
wmarks of Eusebius, that there was an /bela between Damascus and
Paneas.®

There is no reason for doubt, but that the ancient Abel-Beth-Maachah
is represented by the modern Abil el-Kamh, as held in the preceding
article.d “ It is situated on the west side of the valley and stream that
descends from Merj ’Ayin towards the Hdleb, and below the opening
into the Merj. It lies on a very distinctly marked {fell, consisting of a
summit, with a large offset from it on the south.”4—That this :&bil, and
not the place called Ibel el-Hawa, corresponde to the ancient Abel, is
apperent from the order of the ancient names, as above cited ; and sleo
from its tell, which marks it as a place of strength.

ARTICLE IX.
SELECT NOTICES AND INTELLIGENCE.

Wt have just received the fourteenth edition of Gesenius’s Hebrew
Grammer, revised by Prof. Rodiger of Halle and published during the
last year. The work bas undergone numerous changes of great inter-
ast 10 the Hebrew student. Ridiger was & pupil of Gesenius and asso-
ciated with him in the prosecution of various literary labors. While he
remains true in the main to the principles of his teacher, he shows him-
solf faithful also to the nature of philological science, which must be in-
debsted for its perfection to successive laborers, and to which every one
is bound to furnish bis contribution. The general reputation of Prof,
Ridiger as an orientalist, is well known. He is especially eminent as an
exact, scientific grammarian, To the subject of Hebrew Grammar in

} Palaest. p. 519.
? Gesen. Lex. Art. byn, Onomast. Art. belg Vinearum.
3 See also Bibl. Res. 111. App. p. 137.

* 4 Manuscript Journal of Rev. E. Smith.





