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1846.) What is gemacine Scholarskip ? 95

ARTICLE V.
THE YOUTH OF THE SCHOLAR.

By Rev. Noah Porter, Jr., Bpringficld, Mass.

Tuz theme on which it is proposed to present some free obser-
vations, is the youth of the scholar, or the early training which
is best fitted to form the nseful and aceomplished scholar.

1 shall enter iato no direct argument to prove, that a genuine
scholar holds a most important position in human society, and
that the higher and more perfect is his scholarship, the greater and
the more salutary is his influence. These two points 1 shall con-
sider as conceded ; thongh my remarks may tend still farther to
vindicate their truth. Still less, shall T argue, that if scholars are
te be had, they must be educated. How this may be done at
the college or the university, it is not my business to inquire,
The inquiry is most important, and much may be said upon it;
but it is not a question with which I have any concern at present.
My concem is with the scholar in his youth, before he enters
the college ; and the questions which I would discuss all relate
to the eardy training of one set apart to a finished and genuine
schelarship. '

Bat what is genuine scholarship? What is it to be a scholar?
Opinions upon this point are very diverse. Often are they in-
definite and confused ; often they are little better than strong and
bitter prejudices. I seem forced therefore to define my own
views, in order to save my3elf from being misuanderstood ; certain-
ly Iam, if I would be rightly understood.

The scholar is more than a man of great natural genius or
native force of mind. He may be a man of genins. It is de-
sirable that he should be. His native force may, and must be
respeclable, and it is well that it should be commanding. But
this of itself does mot make him a scholar. One may accomplish
much by this native force, that educates itself upwards and on-
wards; bat he would have done far more, had he strengthened

a0d sharpened and regulated this natural power by the discipline
of the schools.

He is also more than a man, whose [.Jers have been called

forth by the sternt diz=cipline of life. The discipline of life is not
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to be despised or overlooked. Its large observation, its close
and shrewd insight into men, its contact with stern realities that
put all a man’s mettle to the proof, and often call out giant en-
ergies whence they were least expected ; all these give an edu-
cation, such as the schools can never furnish, and without which,
the teachings of the schools are often well pigh in vain. But
important and essential as this discipline is, it is not the discipline
of the schools, and cannot supply its place.

The true scholar is also more than one who is thoroughly
gualified for a particular profession. A man may know enough
to be useful and saccessful in one of the liberal professions, with-
out a scholars accomplishments and a scholar's power. He may
be learned even, in his department, certainly he may be skilful
and shrewd, and yet lack the method, the dignity, the force, and
the nameless graces that are peculiarly scholarlike.

He is even more than a universal reader; more even than one
acquainted with a vast variety of facts npon subjects in literature
and science. A man may know the principles and facts in Geol-
ogy, Mineralogy, Chemistry, Natural Philosophy, Zoology, Botany
and all the sections of Natural History. He may speak * of trees,
from the cedar of Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth
out of the wall” He may know all that Chinese Chronologists
would pass off for facts centuries before the world had any facts
to record; and all that lying Zodiacs utter from Egyptian monn-
ments. He may be decent in mathematics, and read in a certain
way ten or iwenty or fifty languages, and yet possess but little of
a scholar's power, and possess but small claims to a scholars
name. In short he may be as great a wonder for a man, as the
learned pig is for his species, and be almost as far as that very
learned animal from being a true scholar. The reason is that he
might be all that has been described, and yet lack most of that
which makes scholarship of priceless value, and which gives it
its peculiar advantage. These are the scholar's methad, that
arranges all knowledge by its principles; his insight, that looks
through a subject at a glance ; his power, that scatters the arts of
the sophist by a keen and fearless eye; his resources, by which
he marshals the splendor and the force, the majesty and the
might, that there is in human language, and gathering up all that
he needs of illustration from the wide field of varied attainments,
and condensing all in%one resistless and eloquent argument,
brings it to bear upon % point with the skill and energy of Napo-
leon or of Napoleon's great conqueror; and last of all kés self-re-
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spect that after achieving a trinmph more memorable than that of
Ansterlitz or Waterloo, leaves the field that he has won, with
the modest and simple bearing that the man of highest cultare
cannot but assume.

These peculiarities are the fruits of culture. They are the re-
salts of the discipline of the schools, and of that generous and
life-long pursuit of literature, for which the schools are but the
beginning. They are the meatured and purple clusters, which
hang from a vine of generous kind, that has been reared under
the choicest cultivation.

The scholar then is one who, to the greater or inferior advan-
tages of genius, of discipline in life, and of professional skill, adds
the discipline and knowledge that is gained by a training in the |
schools, and a close and long continued contact with books.

1 hardly need add, that the scholar is not necessarily a pedant,
but that the more scholarlike are his feelings and his taste, the
less of a pedant is he. Nor is be a recluse who cherishes a
proud disdain of man’'s ordinary doings and interests, or gives but
a cold sympathy to his ardent enterprises. He is and must be
a man of solitary studies, but these studies are mainly interesting,
as they cast light on the present and give him power to connect
himself with it, and guide it to a more glorious future. It is by
move than a figure that letters are called the kumanities, from
their humanizing tendencies, and their generous and elevating
influnence.

Nor is the scholar of necessity ignorant of men. He may be
ignorant of the doublings of craft and the narrow and fox-eyed
policy of selfish cunning. For such skill, his studies may give
him deficiency both in taste and capacity ; but it cannot be that
the knowledge of man throngh books, renders a man unable to
read living men, if he will but study them.

Least of all does eminent and thorough scholarship unfit for
practical usefulness. The history of the world will show, that
in all trying exigencies, in those sublime crises on which has
tumed the destiny of ages, it is men who have been trained as
scholars, who have given forth the oracles of profoundest wisdom,
who have laid the wisest and most practicable plans, and have
earried them through, by their skill and eloquence, by their faith
and martyr-like devotion.

A product so rare and precious as the one I have described,
the scholar as he ought to be, is from its very nature, the result
of training. Bnt youth is preéminently the season for educa~

Vor. 1I1. No. 9. 9
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tion of every kind, and of necessity the season for the edacation
of the scholar. For some of the elements of a scholars edu-
cation, youth, early youth, is the peculiar and the only season.
To establish this point I shall not linger, but trust that it will be-
come apparent as I proceed to describe under several particnlars,
what the youth of the scholar shonld be.

The youth of the scholar should be early and largely employed
in the study of language. Language is thought made visible and
tangible. It is through language that it is seen and felt, in a
great measure by the thinker to himself ; entirely so from him to
others. Langusage is to thought as the body is to the sapirit, not
only giving it shape and outward being; but contributing most
eflectually to its development and growth, or hanging upon it as
a heavy and clogging incumbrance. The study of langunage is
the study of thought. The close analysis of a sentence in one’s
own or a foreign language, is to retrace step by step, the sncces-
sive footmarks of the mind that constructed it To he familiar
with the writings of Plato and Demosthenes, of Milton and Burke,
is to be familiar with the men themselves. As we do justice to
their felicity of expression, to the power of their words, t0 the
force and grace of their wondrous creations, so do we call into
being the mind that shaped the structure, and the heart that
breathed into it its fire.

The office of language is twofold. It aids in the discovery of
truth. It makes truth known, when discovered. Or in other
words, by langnage we express our thoughts to ourselves, and by
language we express them to others.

It is by language, that we express our thoughts to ourselves.
It is not uncommon for children to say “Iknow the thing but
cannot tell it. Ihave the thought, but cannot utter it” We
have now and then known grown-up children to say as much.
But nothing is more false. No one, be he child or man, knows a
thing in the rense of the scholar, until he can speak it. If he
cannot say what he thinks, he has not fully mastered it. He may
be conscious that he can find the thing, but he has not found it
yet. Ifit be a subtle distinction, which he is certain should be
drawn, there is a word for the distinction ; but he has not made
it till he has reached that word. Is it a grand conception or a
glowing idea? He has not reached it till he has formed the body
and enshrined therein the spirit. Is it a cogent and resistless
argument? He has not framed it, till he has found the words,
and made the propositions, and linked the whale into an iron
chain of resistless logic.
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If this is true for one’s own mind, how much more is it for the
mind of another! If it be necessary for himself, that a man
shonld put his thoughts into words, and thus bring himself out in
visible shape before his own eyes; certainly must he do this, if
ke would influence others. '

How wondrous is the power of words. There have been in.
stances like this. A people that have long been groaning under
the oppressions of Church or State, are beginning to feel their
strength, and to sigh and half hope for deliverance. The wrong
upon wrong which they have suffered, has waked a low murmur,
that is now a half-stifled voice crying out all over the face of the
land. In the noisy capital it mingles with the din of business,
is muttered in the closed dwelling, and fiercely rages in the dark
and under-ground gathering. The remotest hamlet hears it, and
responds to it with a quiet but decided answer. The cottage
that is perched high on an Alpine precipice, or that is shaken by
the stroke of the thundering cataract, this too has heard it But
this murmar is waiting for a voice. It expects with fear, yet
with impatience, to hear its own utterances spoken clearly forth
and ning out as through the trumpet's brazen throat. It calls for
the power of expression to give it embodiment. Itfindsit. An
obscure writer is penning a slight pamphlet.  He traces sentence
after sentence upon the sheets that swiftly fly from his hand, till
itis done. The press scatters it as does autumn the falling
leaves ; secretly in mockery of the closest espionage, or openly
in provoking defiance of gens d'armes and policemen. What is
.in this pamphlet? A few words of power, that simply declare
the thoughts that every man has been thinking, but which tll
now, no one has fitly spoken ; arguments concerning the rights
of the citizen or Christian, which every one has felt, were con-
vincing, but which no one has shown to be true; appeals glow-
ing and fiery, which seem to gather and concentrate the fire that
has been burning in ten thousand hearts, into one buming tongue
of lame. What is the power of this pamphlet? The people
are electrified, they rise, they are free!

Or the livi'ng speaker faces an assembled multitude. Their
“gptured faces” inspire him with an energy well nigh super-

baman, as he clothes with becoming words the thought that
fives in every man’s bosom, or gives back to each and every one
his own glowing emotions in words that burn. They start from
their seats, they stand upon their feet. If it is in a season of
strong but mj,gmded religious enthusiasm, they will march to the
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rescue of the Holy Sepulchre from the hand of the Infidel. Ifa
period of frenzied rage for liberty, they cry 4 bas les nobiles,”
“3 la lanterne ;” if of purerlove of country, “let us march against
Philip.”” Or which is best of all, the conscience wakes into life,
responds to the voice that utters its own fears, the spirit isar-
roused to its nobler self, speaking from the mouth of God's am-
bassador; the man is redeemed, the soul is reconciled to itself
and to its God. :

‘We need not select uncommon instances, that occur but rarely
on so grand a scale, to realize the influence of words that speak
to the purpose and with power. Instances of this influence, meet
us at every turn.  They are the most familiar events of life. Thus
are decided the greatest and the least events in man’s destiny.

This twofold power over language, it is the duty and glory of
the scholar to attain. Itis for him to use it with the highest
effects in discovering and communicating truth. He must be the
master of his own thoughts aad through them, of the thoughts of
others. He should rise from the point at which he feels unable
to say anything that he knows, t8 the other, at which he knows
nothing which he cannot utter in words appropriate and in Wwords
of power.

How shall he study language, so as to gain this power? The ex-
perience of centuries, of all the centuries in which modem scholars
have been trained, answers, that the study of the classics, is the
most perfect training in the study of language. A thorough and
generous discipline in the ancient languages, and the literature
which they embody, gives the scholar the highest power over
language and the minds of men. This question thus settled, we ~
do not propose to argue over again. Experiment has answered
under every variety of its tests, that there is no sufficient substi-
tute. The most confident and contemptuous efforts to find and
employ one, have resulted in mortifying failures.

But while we do not give the reasons for this at length, one
consideration we take leave to offer. The student of Latin or
Greek, does by the very act most directly and thoroughly study
his mother tongue. The very process of analysis and translation,
is the bringing out in English all that corresponds to it in the
Latin or Greek. If the usages and laws are the same in the
English as in the Greek, the Greek is explained by calling up
the English usage; if they are not the same but similar, the
nearest English usage is referred to. But that which is used in
explanation, must of itself be understood. The scholar not only
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has occasion to understand it, but he must understand it He not
only finds it convenient, but he cannot avoid it.

If from the usages and principles of Greek or Latin, we go
on to acquaint ourselves with the beauty or power of the langnage
as used by its great writers, we are at once put upon compar-
ing the secret of its beauty or its strength, with anything corre-
sponding to it in English writers. If we find it, it is well. If we
do not find it, we gain the habit of observing closely, of see-
ing nicely, and of feeling warmly, and we carry it, how can we
help it, into all our reading of English. Demosthenes prepares
us to appreciate Burke and Webster. Sophocles and Homer to
admire Milton and Scott.

Bat we are told that Demosthenes studied his native language
by studying Greek directly, that he copied Thucydides nine
times over. Franklin, too, studied English in Addison, first writ-
ing off his thoughts into his own rude English, and then compar-
ing the result with the polished English of the Essayist; and we
are asked, why not take their method so direct and simple as it
is; why go the round about way and not aim immediately at the
result? 'To this we reply, that if Demosthenes had had a Thu-
cydides in a language as noble as the Greek, from which to copy
and recopy, the advantage to him would have been vastly greater
even than it was; and if our would-be orators would do the
same with Demosthenes, turning him backwards and forwards
from Greek to English for nine successive times, their profiting
wounld greatly appear. This is done now and then in these days.
This was oftener done in the days of Roman education, as appears
from the direction :

Vos exemplaria Greca
Nocturna versate manu, versate diurna.!

Besides, it is exceedingly difficult for a man to study his mother
tongue at all, except as he measures it by another. A man can
hardly see himself without having a mirror, in which to be re-
flected. It is rare that one can lift himself over a fence, by pull-
ing at his own boot-straps. So of language. The scholar can-
not take in pieces his own mother tongue, as he can one foreign
to himself’; certainly he cannot do it, till he has learned how, by
bailding up one language at least from the bottom. His own

tongne is a part of himself Itis a part of all the thoughts that
he has ever thought, from the tiny notions of infancy up to the

! See also Cicero De Oratore 1. § 34.
ge
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sublime conceptions of enlightened manhood. It has entered
into the substance of every feeling that has fired his heart. It
cleaves to himself as the bark of certain shrubs, that seems a part
of the very wood. You cannot analyze it, any more than you
can criticise your own mother. The ancient languages are high-
ly artistic. Their structure is as nicely jointed as the most pol-
ished machinery, not a joint of which can be seen; but as yon
unloose a screw, it falls in pieces. Or like a pure crystal with its
lamina amanged by a given law; its seams cangot be traced, and
yet the whole may be made to fall asunder like the quarters of an
orange. The noblest works of the Latinand Greek writers were
written by men, whose intellects were clear as well as deep, and
who brought out their conceptions even when most profound, as
Lake George reveals the crystal depths of its lowest bottom.
Their taste was so severe that their sentences are like chisseled
statues, well defined and sharp in their outline, and yet enveloped
in the mysterious haze of spiritnel beauty. Then their world, of
thought was most diverse from our own. Of course language
‘was applied to different uses, on themes new and strange, and
with a genius far other than that which animates modern writers.
This makes the language more conspicuous, turns the attention
of the student more strongly upon it, and makes him a more thor-
ough master of its laws and resources. On this ground alone, for
their use in the study of English, the classics must be studied by
every man, who would get a scholar's mastery over his own tongue.
The other reasons for their study, we shall not stay to give.

But if the classics are to be studied, how shall they best be
mastered? How shall the golden hours of youth, lay the heavi-
est burden of gratitude on the later years for being most faithful-
ly employed? How shall the peculiar adaptation of the earliest
years of life, for the acquisition of language, be turned to its best
account before these years are forever gone ?

We propose the following plan, with some hesitation, as it ia
novel, and novelty is in our view no recommendation to anything ;
and with more, a8 it is a theory, and we are well aware, that in
education the theory is far easier than its realization. The prin-
ciples which the plan involves, however, we are sure are true
and important.

At the age when the young student is to be earnestly put to
the business of study, say from nine to twelve, let the German
language be thoroughly mastered by the oral system so success-
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fullty drawn out by Ollendorff.! At least let it be tanght so thor-
cughly, that the scholar can speak and write the simpler sen-
tences, and be familiar with all the peculiarities of its construo-
tion. We select a modern language, because it is more akin to
the vernacular of the child, and because it has names for all the
thoughts and things, which are already familiar,—and the Ger-
man in preference to the French or Italian, because its structure
is so artistic, and the laws of its grammar and construction are so
rigid and oniform. Indeed, as far as structure is concerned, it is
ideally perfect. With proper attention and no excessive labor,
this langnage may be leamned at an early age. Childhood and
early youth, is the period set apart by natare for remembering
words and phrases. The infant before the age of four or five,
has mastered with ease and delight a language far more compli-
cated, and it is no uncommon thing for it, under favoring circum.
stances, to learn two, as nnlike as the German and English.
This work being accomplished, two great objects have been
gained ; first, the acquisition of language has been commenced
by the verbal memory, under circumstances not repulsive ; for the
language is applied to the sports and the oceupations of child-
hood. The other is that you have taught or rather broken in the
pupil to the analysis of language, and have given him the notion
of grammatical stracture. The process of breaking in to the
grammar of the Latin or the Greek, is most terrific to the majori-
ty of youthful scholars. They are furnished with a grammar and
confined to its principles, with the promise that bye and bye they
will understand their application. What they are studying for
they know not, except that it is to learn Latin; and they often
wish that Latin and the tower of Babel, were both at the bottom
of the ocean. The reason is, they know not that language has &
structure, any more than a healthy child knows that he has lungs
or a stomach. They may have studied English grammar, and
have been broken to the exercise of parsing; but parsing a lan-

' 4 Ollendorff’s New Method of learning German, etc.” Of this work there
are four editions, as follows : London, Whittaker & Co., 2 vols. 8vo. ; Frank-
fort, Charles Jugel, 2 vols. 12mo. ; London, Hyppolyte Baillicre, 1 vol. 12mo. ;
New York, D. Appleton & Co,, 1 vol. 12mo. The last is to be preferred.

% Ollendorfi™s New Method of learning French, etc.,” We lave seen two
editions only of this work; London, Whittaker & Co., 1 vol. Bvo. ; Frank-
fort, Charles Jugel, 1 vol. 12mo. It is to be regretied that, owing to some
¢laim of priority in respect to the application of the oral method by the publish-

ors of Manesca’s System of Teaching French, we are not likely very soon to
sean American edition of Ollendarfl"s French Grammar.
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guage already known, gives but a superficial insight into the strac-
ture of a language to be learned. Their Latin grammar may be
relieved by exercises, but they cannot receive the idea that it
was ever a language of living men.

These two objects being attained, the way is open for the nat-
ural and rapid acquisition of Latin and Greek. The memory has
been accustomed to hold the words and phrases of another tongue,
and the idea of what it is, to know and to use the principles of &
language, has been fairly introduced into the mind.

Let the scholar now be introduced to the Latin or Greek. We
would begin with the oral method; not so much to teach him
words, or to enable him to converse in good Latin, as by constant
repetition, to grind into his mind the paradigms and the syntax,
This will lead him, if he would express an idea in Latin, to do it
in the Latin idiom, and never to know any other than the Latin
way. As he reads authors who ‘wrate pure Latin, and he shonld
never read any other, as he first makes himself master of the
historians, and goes from them forward, with that perpetual re-
view, s0 admirably described by Wyttenbach, and connects there-
with frequent composition, in exetcises carefully adjusted to his
power to perform them with ease ; the formidable heights, as he
approaches, will be surmounted by easy gradations, and he shall
wonder, a3 he stands upon the summit, at his own progress up-
ward. The laws of structure in the Latin and Greek, will not be
invested with that barbarous and scholastic terminology which so
confounds our best grammars; but be seen as the natural method
of construction, just as the Romans or Greeks build their houses
after a different style from the moderns.

The advantages growing out of such a method are, not that it
saves hard study, but that it prepares the way for hard study that
shall be effective. It does not dispense with hard blows, that
shall make the muscles strong, but it dispenses with misdirected
blows, which strike in the wrong place, and sometimes upon
the striker's own fingers. It would relieve many an honest and
industrious student from the painful feeling, that he labors for
nought and that hislabor will never end by making him the mas-
ter of the language. It would send our students to college, some-
thing more than lucky blunderers in Latin, and unlucky blunder-
ers in Greek, to come out of college unlucky ones in both, It
would raise the style of instruction at the university, and give it
the literary and moral interest that should be attached to the
study of the classics there. 1t would elevate the teacher above
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the mere drill-master which he altogether refuses to become, or
submits to be, with an impatient grace. Last and not least, it
would give those mighty minds of Greek and Roman name,
that inflnence over our professional men and our literature, which
they ought to exert, purifying the taste, enlarging the knowledge,
refining the manners, and adding weapons of ethereal temper to
the armory.

It is pitiful to think of the attainments of our best scholars,
compared with what they might be, and compared with what an
English or a German boy even counts but the ordinary furniture
of a common establishment.!

The Mathematics next prefer their claims to our attention. No
one who has a right to judge will donbt in the least, that these
are to enter largely into the training of the youthful-mind. The
discipline which they give is peculiar. It acts directly on the
framework of the mind. If the langnages give strength and grace
to the muscles, the mathematics harden the bones. If the gym-
nastics of the one give the man a graceful air, a quick movement
and dexterous strength for ordinary occasions, those of the latter
spread out the frame and knit the joints, and prepare for the des-
perate encounter with otherminds. Nothing can supply the place
of a thorough drill in all sorts of mathematics, to bring out and

! Since this manuscript was forwarded to the press, the writer has been grat-
ified to find the views here advanced, expressed in an article ** On Teaching
the Langoages™ in the Foreign Quarterly Review, No. 69, April 1845. The
attention of teachers is invited to the suggestions therein contained. The wri-
ter contends that the oral or netural method should be followed in teaching
every language, especially in the beginning. Its elements are four: ¢ 1. There
is & direct appeal to the ear, the natural organ by which the language is ac-
quired. 2. This appeal is made in circumstances where there is a direct 1ela-
tion, ipse facto, established between the sound and the thing signified. The
sound makes directly for the thing like an electric flash, or it rests upon it like
a graceful mantle. 3. The same living appeal to the ear is continuously and
for a considerable length of time repeated. 4. The appeal is made under cir-
cumstances which cannot fail strongly to excite the attention and to engage the
sympsthies of the hearer.”” He aflerwards gives a particular statement of his
pian of teaching Greek and Latin under eighteen specifications, which is wor-
thy the attention of all interested in the subject of teaching.

It is to be hoped, that Greek and Latin will not long be taught in this coun-

fry, without Iarge and long sontinued pation in constructing from the very

beginning ; and that to write and speak both these languages may be esteewed

28 within the reach of the youthful scholar. The publication of such books in

Englaod a» “ Arnold’s Seri.ea_l," and :m gm country of * Weld's Latin Lessons,”
od 4 Kreb's Guide for writing Latin,” is a token for good.
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fix these grand and commanding intellectual characteristics.
‘Without it, eloquence is declamation, or if it have propriety in its
appeals, it lacks condensation and method ;—reasoning is repeti-
tious and confused, debate is wordy, undiscriminating and point-
less, and the whole course of mental effort is superficial and short-
breathed, for the lack of capacity to take and hold the long breaths
of patient thought. .

But where is the place for mathematics in the early training of
the scholar? When should they begin, and how large a place
should they occupy, before he enters the college? We answer,
they should be prosecuted so far as to give him a thorough idea
of the method of their study. The student should be thoroughly
broken into this branch of study, so that he knows what to do,
and how to proceed, and this should suffice. Youth is peculiarly
the period for acquisition ; reflection has not yet come on. The
memory with its quick and ready reasoning, that turns upon lan-
guage, is then in its season. Bye and bye. comes reflection, with
her grave and introverted looks; and acuteness with her sharp
finger and sparkling eye; and reasoning, with her hard and angn-
lar features, and her step so square and positive, asserts her right
to be the presiding spirit. It is well that her day does not come
too soon, to divert the easy method of the verbal memory, which
with tiny tendrils lays hold of the slenderest objects, and to dry
up the warm flowing of the ardent affections; themselves so im-
portant to all recollection. But by all means let her not come too
late, to infuse the woody fibre into rank and juicy growth, and to
strengthen all its parts by the wiry filaments that she will send
along its tiniest branchlets. If she begins not early, she will
not begin at all, and the frame beautifully rounded, and to the
eye finely developed, shall be useless for all the working pur-
poses, for which every mind should be educated.

The nextinquiry relates to the study of facts; to the treasuring
of the remembrances of events, of names aad of dates. Every
scholar is sensible of the convenience of a memory of this kind.
Many there are, who deplore their own deficiency in this regard.
They can remember principles but not names and dates and
events. They can call up laws and facts that are grouped around
them, and things on which their own ardent interest has been
fastened, but they desire that easy and natural memory, whioil,
like the mysterious chemistry of the daguerreotype, fastens every
picture that the sunlight paints upon it. This species of memory
is in its bloom and freshness in childhood and youth, and too of-
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ten does it fade with the blossoms of youth. Let it be improved
while it lasts. The youth sees but to retain, and regards but to
remember. Let him be tasked to commit those facts, which he
shall never forget ; those facts which should be as familiar to every
scholar as his alphabet, but which many a scholar finds it hardest of
all things to retain, because not early leamned. Especisally let the
great events which have made the history of the race so memo-
mble, in their order, their periods of time, and their most illustrious
circumstances, all be imprinted upon the mind. Let the past stand
before the eyes as a map with its grand outlines, fixed and inef-
faceable. Let the men of Judea, of Greece and of Rome be fa-
miliar names. Let the great scenes of ancient time be under-
stood in their place, their time and order, so that they shall nev-
er be forgotten. Let modern history, too, be distinctly and clearly
leamed. We do not recommend that history should be taught
philosophically, for it cannot be, till the mind of the leamer can
reflect; nor that a multitude of facts should be forced upon the
attention, which interest the teacher, but which cannot interest
the scholar, as he cannot appreciate their value; but we do con-
tend, that it is a priceless gift, which the teacher imparts to the
pupil who is hereafler to range through the fields of buman know-
ledge, if, when the memory is fresh, he shall weave into it those
great facts which every scholar is supposed to know, but which
20 few know accurately and well. This too is the time to teach
geography, till the world is as familiar to the learner as his native
village, and all that eager interest with which the young mind
stndies books of travels, is used by making books of travels
astndy. Atthis period, too, the modern langusges may be learned,
and who that would call himself a scholar now, would care to be
ignorant of them; especinlly who would be, that is to be a
scholar during the generation that is now coming forward. Ata
time when the world is so rapidly mingling all givilized nations
in mutual acquaintanceship, and the literature and science of one
nation touches the literature and science of every other at so
many points. At a period when travelling is so common, even
for scholars not over wealthy, and when the power to acquire
language is so indispensable an accomplishment to the Christian
missionary, there should no time be left idle on the hands of the
boy, that has mastered his Latin and Greek, that should not be
filled np with French, German and Italian. These are not col-
lege studies, they ought not to be. The university has other ser-
vices to render, and with moderate zeal, the boy who has leisurs
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and teachers and the means of being educated, should learn these
languages in his youth, as they are learned upon the continent of
Europe. Let Natural History and the Natoral Sciences be taught
at this period. Especially let Botany lead the young scholar into
woodland walks and up the adventurous precipice, into swamps
with which it will not harm him to be personally and incon-
veniently acquainted. Thus let the love of boyish aports, the
joy in the fresh and bracing air and fondness for wild adventure,
be turned to its account, and teach habits of close observation of
things as well as of books, and harmonize the softened taste with
the amenities of nature. If at this period the memory be tasked
to learn choice selections from the English orators and poets, a
habit will be strengthened which many scholars complain that
they want, readily to retain words and phrases. These selections
from Scottand Byron, from Milton and Shakespeare, will be none
the less a treasure, that the scholar at first neither understands
nor appreciates them. He wiZ bye and bye, when they shall
come up in lonely journeys, orin the long night-watches, to cheer
him with their fulness of meaning till now unappreciated, and
above all, to bring with them joyous remembrances of the buoy-
ant spirits and sunny hours when he learned them. Perhaps
too, they may flash out upon him in the inspired moments when
he shall write or speak, to express what he would say in words
and phrases better than he can find or frame. Perhaps, they
may save him in the hour when temptation is just ready to yield
him up to crime.

Here let it be observed, that the memory of the youth is differ-
ent from the memory of the man. The one is verbal, the other
the joint result of the intellect and heart. The firat holds its pos-
sessions by a feebler grasp than the other. What the youth re-
members easily, he forgets almost as soon. What the man cares
to remember, hig does not easily lose. Let not the youth then
be overburdened out of zeal to give him valuable stores. Above
all, let him not be expected to reflect on principles and to care
for the philosophy of history, or to understand the pathos and
force of the selections, that he learns. But let him leam in
youth, what it will be hard for him to learn when he is oldér;
let him repeat it often enough to hold it fast, and what shall in-
terest his mature mind, that mind will digest and retain in its
own good time. Let the early harvest be reaped in its season.
Then shall the later one be gathered with ease in the abundance
of its mellowed fruitage.
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‘We must observe too by way of cauntion, or rather we enter
our earnest protest against the doctrine, that the business of edu-
cation is to communicate knowledge ; and that that is the best
education, which equips the student with the largest variety and
the heaviesat burden of treasured facts. Nothing can be farther
from the truth. The office of education is primarily ot to give
kmowledge, but to develope intellectual power. 1t is to form the
miad to that of which it is capable. It does this by means of
teaching it serviceable knowledge. Baut its fist and foremest
sim is to give it power to know. The complaint is often made
of eolleges and higher seminaries, by those who ought 1o know
better, that students are sent forth from them with marked defi-
ciencies in some very important branches of knowledge, as for
imstance, in history, in book-keeping, in agricultore or surveying;
sad the claim is constantly nrged that these seminaries must
fornish more and more profeasorships for these practical matters,
Nothing can be more absurd. Nothing can be more snbversive,
mot of thorough scholarship merely, but of the whole object of
edneation, than to comply with these demands. Nothing wounld
tend more effectnally to lower the interest of these practical de-
pariments themselvea. How long prithee, do you think it wonid
take a mind, thoroughly trained to see a subject in its principles
snd to follow it in its applications, to master the whole matter of
sgricultural chemistry, so as to use it? Yes, how Jong, compared
with what would be required by a mind, nntmined to study, un-
used to seeing a science in its method? Why it would take the
one a week or & month, and the other a six-month or a year.
And now which is the better, the power to know anything that &
man chooses to know, in a short period, or the actoally knowing of
one particular thing, and the not more than haif knowing that, with
the capacity to know nothing else, except at great cost and pains?
‘Which is the better fora near-sighted man, to grope about with his
face to the earth, mastering the landscape by inches, or to spend
the time and exercise required for perfect eyesight, and then to
open those eyes, and see il that he wishes ata glance. Which is
the better, to keep busya spinning wheel, that shall reel off its
handful perday, for the sake of saving time, orto spend a little time
im toming that spinning wheel into one of those moving monsters,
that in an instant, do the work of a day. To edueate a mind is
to give clear and far vision to the dim-sighted, and to arm a weak
sud binndering instrument with a giant’s power, and a godlike
precision and skill The business of the university is, to send
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out minds that know how to know anything and that speedily,
and that are eager to know all that they need to use. Then if
there are practical sciences to be compassed, whether chemistry
or agriculture or what not, bring them along!

We would not be misunderstood on this point. We do not
object to the multiplication of such departments, in the patural
or other sciences. On the other hand, we rejoice in them. Itis
most desirable that every college should be thus expanded into
a university, that every facility be fumished for the prosecution
of each department of human knowledge ; that the devotees to
all the arts and sciences be attracted to it, and give by their pre-
sence, grace, dignity and inspiration. Only let the college be held
fast to its original design, as a gymnasium, and let it not be swal-
lowed up or overborne by the Real-Schule. Let not Minerva be
frightened from her own temple by filling it with the soot and
noise of the smith’s shop, nor dazzled out of her own self-respect
by the brazen glitter of the show-room.

The points which we have considered, all relate to the intel-
lectual training of the scholar. They concern the perfection of
the instruments which he wields, the strength and the finish of
the machinery which he has at his command. But what isa
weapon, even if it be a blade of Damascus, if there be no arm to
use it? What the most perfect of all machines in power and
beanty, if there be not the force, the moving power to drive it to
its work? And whatis a mind most consnmmately disciplined, if
there be not the man in the armor, a strong and living man, that
is master of it all, and in no sense mastered by it? The training
of the springs of action then, the awakening and regulating of all
the dynamic forces, or in a word the calling out and creating of the
living man, is a most important matter in the forming of the
young scholar. Were it right to make comparisons between ele-
ments every one of which enters into the essence and idea of the
perfect scholar, I should say that this management of the forces,
this forming of the man, is the most important condition to complete
success. In the youth of the scholar it is the most essential, if for
no other reason, becguse the character influences, if it does not de-
dide, the discipline and development of the intellect. Without
a right spirit in the boy, without a wakeful, eager, appropriating,
persevering disposition to study, the material of scholarship can-
not be gained, and the discipline and acquisitions of which we
have spoken, can none of them be secured. You cannot drive
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a boy to study. Least of all can you drive stndy into him. The
attention must itself awake and pant with eagemess for know-
ledge. The affections must Jay hold of it with a grasp, that
nothing can unlock, and the man must appropriate it, taming it
into the very substance of the mind. You cannot force open the
attention, as you must the jaw that is locked, nor bind on eathn-
siasm, nor infuse the results that come, if they come at all, from
the personal activity of the scholar. The appliances of masters
and text books and illustrations and rules and sapervision and
the most perfect system of gradations, one and all of them are in
vain, unless you can find or make a generous enthusinsm and a
wakefal spirit. Still less at college will the scholar canry for-
ward the work, however well begun at school, unless with his grow-
ing capacity to labor and to learn, there grow likewise the desire to
labor and to learn. Siill less, after he leaves the university, will
there be the overmastering desire to be the thorough and finished
man, unless there be an iron energy and a burning enthusiasm. To
success in acquiring, then, there is needed a strong and active
spirit. Indeed without it, study becomes a mechanical process,
books over-master the mind that should master them, the love of
learning is a morbid habit, an unnatural craving, and the highest
attainments of scholanship, are a3 useless and as unnatural as a
monstrous lion, or a heart that palpitates when it should beat.

This is not all. The training of the forces in the scholar, is
not only essential to success in scholarship, but it gives the
scholar all his best materials with which to move his fellow-men.
Ishe anorator? What avails his power of language, if he had not
something to utter, and how shall he have acquired that some-
thing, except by his own active spirit? Whence his own views
that shall strike and convince, unless he has leamed himself to
think. Whence his illustrations, if he has not read man and
nature with an open and suggesting eye. Whence, above all,
the fervid and fiery spirit that drives home all that he presents,
if no enthasiasin has burned in his own soul, if he has'cared for
nothing, and loved nothing, and never swelled with eager and
ardent longings, and acted the young enthnsiast.

Is he to be 2 poet? Ah! he must have dwelt apart from men,
and thought his own thoughts and conned over his own musings,
and loved and aspired and hoped and prayed, and looked on
nature and man, as arrayed in colors that his own eye has dressed

' them with, in order to have a song which men shall listen to or
care o remember.




12 The Yoush of the Sekolar. [Fes.

Is he to be a philesopher? What can he do without the love
of truth, and the strong determination to find it out, and to this
ead, the living and breathing, with an acute and patient desire to
see and know what is the reality ; and having found it, he must
have candor and skill and patience to establish it to the minds of
others.

Is he to go into the ordinary employments of life, and to carry
into them the force and might that becomes a man truly educated,
and to exert that commanding influence which should belong to
the scholar? How can he as a farmer or a trader or & mechanic,
show this superiority and vindicate the importance of this train-
ing, unless he be also a man, and stand upon his own intellect,
and act strongly out his own character?

In a word, the man must be formed as well as the inzefect, in
order that the scholar be more than a mere intellectual result.
There are scholars who are little better than lifeless inteliec-
tual mechines, accurate, powerful, polished even, but with as
little humanity, as is possible, to entitle them to a place in the
genus homo. They are useful, but not us they use themselves.
R is only as they are used by other scholars who are of a higher
order. They have not force and fire of their own. Itis such
scholars who fumish arguments concerning the uselessness of
the study of books. It is the stifling and cramping effects of study
wpon the force of an active spirit, that leads men to conclude, that
the highest scholarship can be attained, only by the Joss of the
power to use it to any good purpose, as the heavy armor benumbs
and paralyzes the man that puts it on. ‘

Let me refer to the examples of two well known men; to
Walter Scott and Daniel Webster. Neither of these was
a scholar in the technical and most appropriate sense of the term.
Both of them, however, attained to the high power of mental ap-
plication, and to high success in using the mind, such as shonld
be the aim of every student. Both attained to this by discipline,
by iron diligence, by indomitable energy, by the sharpening of
the powers by use, by calling up the whole man to do his ntmost.
Both were men of high genius indeed, but no words can do jus-
tice to the contempt, the loathing even, which one did, and the
other does feel for those youths of genins, who trust to intuitions
and despise mental labor, who aspire to mental superiority with-
out severe mental application. ‘They are therefore fair examples
of the importance of character in the training of the scholar.

Look then at Secott, the poet, the novelist, the critic and the
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historian. Where lies the seeret of his power? Whence is the
fountain of his inspiration? Not alone in his knowledge of vari-
ous languages, nor in his exact and ready memory, nor in his
amplitude of information, nor in his natural and graceful style.
These all do their part wwwards the result, and the office of none
can be dispensed with. Baut there is something more, there is
the manly sense ; the just taste for all that is good and true in
homan character; the universal sympathy with man, that not
only recognizes, but loves all that is warm in the human heart,
however humbls or high the rank in which it moves. There is
the kindling intevest in whatever is great in the past, the wondrous
imagination that not only makes the past to exist again, with all
the freshness of present life, but invests it with a purple hase,
and makes it to bum with golden colors.  There are the private
opinions, the peculiar and even the perverse prejudices of the
man, that by their very intensity give him a nearer and warmer
interest in the objects of love and hatred, and dress them out for
others in brighter or darker hues. 'What are his fictions, so wen-
derful as creations of the fancy, and pictures of the past? What
are they, but the results of the strong and intense character of the
man,—of the universal yet peculiarly individual haman heart of
his? Whence the power and disposition to write them, whese
the exhanstless stores from which to bring them out, except in
the strong feelings, the earnest opinions, and the intense man-
hood, that made up the tory gentleman of Abbotsford. That
character was fixed in his youth. His boyhood was peculiar. It
was formed under the influences of a rigid domestic discipline,
to which strong sense and kind feeling and fervent piety, each
lent its part He was secluded from the sports of childhood,
and early became a thoughtful child. Above all, imagination with
her purple robes and godlike mien visited him early, and fed him
on stories of knights and heroes, and thus awakened within him
the creative power.. It is most interesting and instructive to
think of that lame and weakly child, to watch the infant germ of
the character which has spread itself over the civilized world,
which has made its sense, its genial humanity, its love and hatred,
sod even its private caprices and its strong préjudices, to be
known and cared for by all christendom. The character of
Scott, his individual manhood, was his greatest strength. Out of
his own heart did he write, as must every man who will move
the hearts of his fellow-men.

It was his character too, the strength and direction of the mov-
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ing forces whieh inckneod to the labor, in which he was so wonder-
fal. This led him to.selact his stadies. This gave him energy
and perseverance to master them. And this, aftee it had furnish-
ed him with his ample matenials of knowledge, gave him his
marvellons and untiring industry to draw them forth, till he fell
a martyr to his superhuman labors.

Turn now to the other instance, to the great orator of New
England, and not of New England only, for if the older England
hath one greater, or so great, let her bring ont her man. Whe
that has ever heard Webster speak, or read a speech of his,
needs to be told, that in him a great soul wields a great intellect,
aid that the foree that moves, is in this case, as important ta the
rosult as the force that is moved. Whence the massive sense,
the condensed energy, the astonishing justness of thought, the
eniire mastery of the subject, the deep sounding to its bottom.
Whenoe its easy and natural development, the felicitous yet
powerful expression, and above eall, the fire, the force, the inti-
mation that the lion had best be let alone, the easy yet temble
stoke that is given if the intimation is not regarded ; whence all
these but from the living man, 28 he has been formed by circum-
stances and formed himself npon them? Sarely in eloquenee

"suoch as his, it needs no argament to show, that the character is
a commanding element. Nor need it be reasoned out that no-
thing short of a strong heart, and forees the most commanding,
could put such an intellect to the work which it was forced to
do; to be the instrument of power, which it has become. This
character was trained in New England. And the man who
eould go through the history of Webster's boyhood and youth,
and bring out the secret story of all that moved the men onward
and upward could explain the secret of his greatness.

I have lingered thus long to illustrate this truth, that the edu-
eation of the charaoter, is a legitimate part of the training of the
scholar, because it seems to me of the highest importance. Of
itself it is of the utmost consequence, all will own. Its bear-
ings upon the happiness of the man, and its moral and religions
Tblations eatitle it to the most serious regard. Its connections
with intellectual diseipline and intellectnal greatness, has "not
beer 30 prominently urged.

The education of the character being allowed to belong to the
training of the scholar; how shall it be prosecuted ?

This question, like many others, is more easily asked than an-
swered. It dees not admit of a specific plan, that may be rigidly
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spplied o every oage. It canmot be drawn into exact rales. If
lean but illustrate its high importance and indieate the style of
sharacter most favorable to scholarship, I shall be content.

A youth spent in the country, and familiar with the realities of
a country life, presents peonliar advantages. The country is se-
duded. Itshutsont a youth from the constant excitements that di-
vet him from himeelf, and plnnge him prematurely into the out-
ward world. It saves him from such a collision with his fellows,
and perhaps with those of the ruder sort, as forbids him to grow
imto that for which natare designed him, or teaches him by cun-
ning or violence to make them bend to his will. It gives imagi-
nstien room to paint to him visions of eminence, to which he may
tise, and lets young emthusiasm kindle and dilate at the thonght,
sad hardems the youthfol powers to manly effort, while as yet
trath does not oppose the imagination by her course reality, and
repress enthusiasm to a cold selfishness. We love to think of the
thoughtful boy, in some secluded hamlet, in whose mind the love
of study has been implanted, and in whose heart the noble ray of
genins has begun to bum. We love to follow him in his ram-
blings in some lonely pasture, by the gentle stream, beneath the
dashing cascade or on the wild mountain top. There does he
nourish the thoughts that have just been called into life by his
books or his teacher, or suffers noble aspirations to kindle and
giow. There is he fixing some high aim, or maturing some cher-
ished plan, and nerving himself to some new effort of laborions
stndy. Bye and bye these boyish thonghits and feelings followed
out, shall conduct him to some high place among his fellow-men,
from which he shall speak them omt, and they shall enter into
the heart and influence the destiny of others. Whatever conduces
to- early thoughtfulness, favors the development of a strong and
eamest character, and as the seclusion of the country does this in
am eminent degree, o does it produce more than its proportion
of men of commsanding genins.

There is something, too, in the strong attachments which the
eonntry formns, because it has but few objects to present, that fa-
vors the same result. A few scores, or at most but few hundreds
of souls are all the world to him. He can tell them all by name;

their joys are his joys, their sorrows his woe. There is not a dis-

sater, a sickness, a stroke of death, which does not fix his at«
tention, fill his young heart, stamp its impress on his memory
and make its mark upon his character. In the city or the large
town, theve are countless individuals of whom he has ne know-
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ledge, and multitndes of events pass before him in which he has
no interest  His attention is but slightly fixed on anything, and
his heart adheres to nothing except what most closely concemns
him. The boy in the country, also, is early acquainted with the
realities of human life, and feels a warm and eamest sympathy
" with man in every rank in society. Whereas in the city, he
knows only the concerns of his own friends, and sees scores or
thousands whose sufferings and sorrows, whose hopes and fears,
are rarely brought home to his feelings.

Besides all this and more than all this, there is something in
the changing face of nature in one day even, from the gray break-
ing of the moming to the geatle hush of evening; and in many
days through the constant round of the advaacing seasons, that
interests and makes a strong impression on the character. I do
not say, that the boy too oft unthinking and rude, pauses to gaxe
on the changing face of the mother of us all, or is smitten by it
with a poet's enthusiasm, but I do say, that there is something in
the warmth of her genial sun, and in the fury of her winter's storm,
that makes its impress thatis not forgoiten, and that it is emi-
nently favorable to form the scholar. Then too there is in the
sports of the country a variety of excitement, a romance and an
ardor, which tends to the same resuit.

We are not insensible to the advaatages which may come
from a boyhood in the city. We freely grant that there may
oome of it an earlier and more finished development, an intellect
more finely polished, and a grace that is more easy and refined.
If, bowever, we look for eammestness, enthusiasm and strength,
with capacity to improve that is most enduring, and a power to
use the mind that is most slowly exhausted, we go to the country
to find the material

But whether it be in the city or conntry that the young seholar
is trained, let him by ali means contract a relish for active sports
in the open rir. Let these form a part of his daily life, not as a
task but as an amusement; not as he is driven to them by his
teacher, but as he rushes out upon them from the confinement
of the school-room. We ask them not for the sake of his health,
though without health there can be neither energy to acquire nor
to use a scholar’s power; bnt we do ask and demand it for that
elasticity of spirits, that high enjoyment of life, and that un-~
tamed energy, without which, the scholar's life becomes a
melancholy curdling of the blood, and the scholars enthusiasm
flags in its eager steps, then drags its slow length, and dies at
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last by inches. Why, too, shouid a man prepare Mimself t0 exert
a commanding influesce over others for goed, and find that he
haz speat in the preparation, both the capacity and the desive to
employ his powers thus disciplined? Why should he bring to
the high place appointed him ameng his fellows, a disciplined
and famished mind, ouly to feel that he has consumed the fire
in preparing, that he needs in the using of that mind? Why is it
that there are among us so many well trained men, who are
trained for every purpose except the purpose for which they onght
o be trained, that of iufluencing their fellow-men? Whyis it
that the superficial man rashes by or displaces the profound, the
stupid takes preeedence of the wise, and the man without
Imowledge enough to sound the depths of his own shallowness,
tkes the high place and the wide field of influence, appointed
by natnre and by God for those who are fitted to stand there ?
We may say in answer, that the many prefer the superficial to
the thorough, and the ignorant to the wise; that they like better
to be amused and flattered, than to be instructed and reproved ;
it is domubtiess tme. But & most important reason is, that men
are pleased with enthusinsm and awakening energy, and that
a3 scholers are trmined, the tendency of their habits is all to
deaden the forces of nature and to gnench her fires. Yesa, we
pile upon the altam of kmowledge, an offering so profuse aad in-
discriminate, that we extingnish the sacred flame that shall send
its incense to heaven !

This fanit is peeuliarty American ; and one prime reason is, that
our scholars are so indifferent to the active and eager sports
which are so essential to & baoyant youth, and a happy and vigo-
rous manhood. In the public schools of England, as of Eton,
Wesminster or Rugby, the play-ground is no mean appendage,
but & provision as essential as the class-room:; and there till the
age of nineteen the English boys, (for they are not educated so
as to be prematurely men,) give sinews to the energy, that shall
bye and bye be felt in St. Stephens or the Halls of Westmin-
ster. In England and Scotand, too, great scholarship is attend-
ed with the power to use it; and stores of learning that would
stagger and appsl an American scholar, are lifted as easily as
Achilles bore npon his shoulder his far famed shield.

We would encourage, in young scholars, the love of the open
air and of manly and exciting sports. 'We rejcice to see them in
the field and npon the waterand in the play-ground. We woald

prowide for excussions on the holidays, and long and lonely pedestri-
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aa trips in the vaontions, and when the season for relaxation comes,
we would forbid all books as eagerly as we would open them in
term time. Happy the scholar, with whom habits of this kind early,
acquired, are never lost; but who renews his strength by daily
and cheerful exercise abroad, and thus is borne through the de-
pressing toil which his Jife imposes, and as bis learning increases,
gathers new force and fire with which to use it.

To develope a strong und manly character, an early and close
coutact with men is of prime importance. To men in ordinary
life, this will come of itself and no special pains is required to
secure it. But to the scholar, it is not so. His life is secluded.
His world is his books; and instead of the cheerful companion-
ship of living men, he has the society of the dead, that by strnge
and mysterious spells he must call again into life. Hence is he
exposed to ignorance of real life and of living men. He is strong
in speculation and weak in action. He is a giant among the
dead, but an infant among the living. He is wise in the past,
but for the present he is well nigh a fool.

Nothing hinders these tendencies and corrects thera more cer-
tainly, than an earnest sympathy with all classes of men from
eary life. Nothing brings out the practical more effectually than
the leaving of a boy to provide for himself in his early years. So
does he best learn not to be a shy and timid stranger, but an easy
and self-relying man. Let the boy then be early introduced to all
kinds of men and all sorts of scenes that are innooent, till his eye
is taught to observe and his heart to sympathize with living men.
Let him be thrown upon his own resources, as far as it safely and
kindly cean be done, till he learns his own strength by using it.

The love of labor, too, is of prime importance. Without labor,
patient and long continued labor, no man can be a scholar. With-
out cheerfulness in toil, toil becomes drudgery, and treads under
its own feet the richer half of the harvest which it should reap.
To be bouyant in study, to go to it with an elastio spirit, and to
leam it with a thankful heart, there must be a clear discornment
of its indispensable value, a conscious joy in the acquisitions.
Let the seholar then be diseiplined to effort from the earliest
days. As soon as books become his daily task, let the secret of
gain by effort be effectually imparted, and as he comes from the
field at evening laden with his sheaves, let the parent or teacher
shout with him the harvest home.

Let the scholar be early taught the uses of scholarship. Not
only let him. be eamestly told the fact, but let him be clearly
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shown, Aoso the toils of and its painful discipline take hold
of power over his fellow-fien for their highest good. Let him
dearly feel, that without high attainments and skill attained by
use, his triumphs will be short and his saccess doubtfnl. Let
him be taught to despise the ranting declaimer, the gaudy rhetori-
dan and the impudent and lying charlatan, whether in the pulpit,
at the bar, or in awy profession or occupation. Let him be fired
with the certaioty of suceess if he will but take the pains, and
let him be shown /Aow that pains takes hold of success.

His studies are dry and repulsive. The cheerful and patient
teacher may easily enliven them by illustrations from what the
pepil already knows, may sympathize with the dryness and seveni-
ty of his pains-taking, and help him by a recital of the teacher's
own discouragements in the same position. Especially may the
- sindy of the classics be made genial and interesting, by conneet-
ing it with his reading of modem hterature, and if the scholar
cannot see how there is beauty or grace in a Latin or Greek sen-
tence, he may be excited as he sees that his teacher regurds the
clessics with more than the eye of a drill-master.

Especially should an interest in English literature be engrafted
upon instraction in the classics, that the scholar may be tanght a
warn and personal interest in his studies, and his reading be di-
rected 8o as to form and strengthen his manhood. The reading
of the young scholar, as he advances towards and through the
college, is of immense inflnence on the mataring man. He will
read, and read too much, and read that which enervates and cor-
ruptas. It is in vain to tell him that it is of little use to read, or
that this or that is a corrupting and dangerous book. Bat if he is
led to see, as he may by slow degrees, that & book has the living
spirit of = living man, that he should weigh and test its senti-
ments as he would the opinions of an associate, and mark its
power and elegance of language as he would the words of
living speakers, and above all receive into his own character,
and make a purt of his own life, the spirit and sounl of a book, as
he would catch the inspiration of a man, then does he learn to
take a genial pleasure in all literature, and what is of more con-
sequence, make literature form and fix his character.

To form the character of the scholar, as of every other man, the
moral and religions should assume the highest place, and be the
commanding element. The voice of conscience is the same com-
manding voice to the scholar which it is to the most unlettered
man  His responsibilities are the same with those of other men,
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for time and eternity. His joysand his hopes and foess,
are the same with theirs, and the nfotives that affect them, are
fitted to affect him. Thrice bappy is the young scholar, who
from his earliest years, oarries the fervor of youthful piety into
the aspirings of youthful ambition, and while he burus with an
ardent love of knowledge, hallows the flame by a higher love of
the end of all knowledge, in love to God and love to man.

The scholar has his peouh'n dangers here. His course is be-
set with these, not so much in its earlier as in its later passages.
Knowledge brings her peculiar exposures. She tempts his pride.
She leads him through the chaos of doubt, amd as he sounds
there his dim and perilons way, and seems often to find po foot-
bold, he wishes that he had never been born. The witchery of
imagination invades his purer desires. She would first seduce
biw, by the fame of standing conspionous on some bad eminenea,
that she may afterwards damn him byits infamy. A worldlyam-
bition would tempt him to misnse or sell the power which he hus
gained, for some inferior or base price.

But if knowledge has ber dangers, she has her securities ; ¥ hor
weakuness, she has also her peculiar strength. She teaches re-
flection, and secures thereby from mere frivelity. She unrolls
the page of history, and, by the example of each succeeding age,
distinetly affirms the unalterable decree of heaven, that the name
of the wicked, bowever greatin philosophy, in science, in history,
poetry, statesmanship or art,—that the name of the wicked, how-
ever splendid and powerful, 12 shall vor. 1t is her solemn testi-
mony that however viee may be exemsed in the intellectually
great while they live, or however skepticisin may get a splendid
renown in the present generation, it is rejected and loathed by
the generations that come after. Buch is the testimony of know-
ledge. Her voice is to the young and the older scholar. Let
this voice be made to resound in ail the schoels of learning, let
the peculiar notions which mey thus be brought to act, be added
to those other comsiderations that are common to man as man,
and we give the highest security that we can give to man, who
is liable everywhere to fall

These remarks npon character as a prime element in forming
the scholar, and the suggestions as to the manner in which the cha-
racter should be trained, are far from being precise and dogmatie.
It is, however, of prime importance that the springs of action
should be developed and regulated. They enter largely into the
training of the young scholar, quite as largely as the work which
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we bestow on the intellect alone. Let this then be understood
and held up and insisted on, to all teachers, all scholars, and all
schools, and very much will be gained.

Happy is the pupil, happy also the school, which is blessed
with a teacher whose own scholarship and character combined,
exert on all within his reach, a kindling and inspiring influence ;
the very contact of whose mind and the magic of whose pre-
sence wakes, as by an electric fire, the intellect and the man-

"hood of his pupils; who creates intellect and creates character
by the strength, the justness and the ardor of his own. Sucha
man was the late Dr. Amold, arr eminent and inspiting example to
all scholars and all teachers, the record of whose life shonid be
held in the memory of all such, till a brighter example shall arise.

It was his to dwell in the past with the accurate knowledge of
the exactest and the most thoroagh scholarship, and yet be alive
to the present, as an earnost man,—40 coucern himself with the
readings of Thueydides, the mimutest point respecting Rome,
with the enthusiasm of the mrerest man of hooks ; and to engage
wpon the great questions which agitated England, with all the
eagerness of one who had forgotten his books forever, in the hot
and busy strife of politics. It was his to be interested alike in
the drill of the cless-room, the sports of the play-ground, and the
adventurous and exciting ramble through swamp and wood. It
was for him to rejoice im that mice appreciation of the classics,
which the master of the ancient tongues alone possesses, and o
esteem the study of the elassios of highest valwe, s« they enabled
his pnpils to read with higher enthusiasm and a better taste their
own English writers. It was his as a teacher, to strive earnestly
t make his pupils sobolars, and still nore eamestly if possible
to make them men, and through the men whom hs seut to the
wniversity, to spread kimself over all England. What was high-
est and best of all, it was his peculiar glory to be as wakefal as
a boy to all that was good in the present life, and yet to keep an
eye open full and clear npon the things which faith beholds in the
world which is to be, and to demonstrate by his own example
and his own sueccess, that a life of letters may be a lifs of the
manliest and most fervent piety, and that a school of literary train-
ing may bring the best appliances to form the noblest Christian
character. 'Would that his name might be honored and his ex-
ample imitated in all the schools of our land.

Yor. 111 No. 9. 11 '





