This document was supplied for free educational purposes.
Unless it is in the public domain, it may not be sold for profit
or hosted on a webserver without the permission of the
copyright holder.

If you find it of help to you and would like to support the
ministry of Theology on the Web, please consider using the
links below:

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology

I. PATREON https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb

PayPal https://paypal.me/robbradshaw

A table of contents for Bibliotheca Sacra can be found here:

https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/articles_bib-sacra_01.php


https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/articles_bib-sacra_01.php
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb

398 Notes on Biblical Geography. [May

former passed through many stages of cultivation. They appro-
priated to themselves Greek science, and were compelled to bor-
row many scientific terms, and thus endanger the purity of their
language. The Arabians, too, entered on a career of conquest sub-
jugating the pations from Spain almost to China. How differ-
ent was the condition of the Hebrews from the days of Joshua to
Josiah, and how almost infinitely less exposed to change was the
Hebrew language than its sister dialect !

ARTICLE VIII.

NOTES ON BIBLICAL GEOGRAPRY.
By E. Robinson.

Tax City Eparaix, Jonn 11: 54,

ArTEs the raiging of Lazarus, thie Sanhedrim at the instance and coun-
oel of Caiphas, determined to seize Jesus and eause him to be put to
death. To avoid their machinations, our Lord withdrew from Jerusslem
“ unte a country near to the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, and
there abode with his disciples ;* John 11: 54. This place bas never yet
been identified with any modern site; nor has any attempt been made,
so far a8 I know, to ascertain anything more than its general position.
The following comperisons and combinations may perhape throw some
light upon the subject.

This city Ephraim (| Eodig, ' Epeéu) has been correctly amsumed as being
the same with the Ephraim or Ephron of 3 Chr. 1% 19, Heb. 1"1Y in
Keri, 19"pY in Chethib, Sept.’ Epgew, which place Abijah king of Judah,
after his great battle with Jereboam, took from the latter along with Bethel
and Jeshanah. It lay therefore not far remote from Bethel. So too Jo-
sephbus relates, that Vespasian marched from Cesarea to the hill-country,
subdued the toparchice of Gopbna and Acraba with the small cities (mo—
Aiyvia) Bethel and Ephraim (" BEggaiu), and then proceeded to Jerusalem ;
Jos. B.J.4.9.9. This aleo is doubtless the Ephron (" Epgoiy) of Eusebius
and Jerome, which the former places at eight, and the latter (correcting
Eusebius) at nearly fwenty Roman miles north of Jerusalem; Ounomest.
art. Ephron.

There was another similar name in the Old Testament, viz. Ophreh in
Benjamin, Josh. 18: 23. 1 Sam. 13:17, Heh. nopy, Bept.’ Eppadda. This
was apperently the Jpkra (’4pgd) of Eusehius and Jerome, situated five
Romsn miles east of Bethel ; Onomast. art, JAphra,
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The question suggests itself: Were perhaps Ophra and Ephron
{rE® 19°03) merely different forms of the same name, belonging to one
and the same place? This would seem not improbable, as both forms
have the same general esiguification, fawm, fown-ike, from the noun “p3
Jawn ; one receiving simply the feminine ending, and the other taking the
very common termination }i. The same idea is favored, too, by the like
analogy in the Hebrew forms for Shilok, viz. [i>0 and 1559 ; this latter
being found in the gentile noun %4>~ Shilonile, and in the Silofiy of Jo-
sephus ; see Gesen. Heb. Lex. art. ri*™®) no. 2 So likewise in the forms
rby Giloh and %% Gilonite. Further, the great laxness and variety of
manner with which Hebrew names are written in Greek, leaves ample
reom for such a position. Thus another Ophrah (I'pY) in Manasseh is
written by the LXX, ’Epga&d, Judg. 6: 11. 8 27, 32 9: 5; and by Jose-
phun *Eggdr, Antiq. 5. 6. 5. Hence for Heb. mpy we have ’Eggadd
and *Egedr ; and for Heb. }19£Y we have " Egoeir and * Eppaips

If now we admit the probable identity of Ephraim (or Ephron) and
Ophra in the Old Testament: and that of Ephraim in the New Testa-
ment with both ; and follow out this suggestion; we shall find it giving
still further confirmation from several circumstances. According to John
11: 54, the place in question was situated near the desert; according to
the Old Testament and Josephus it was pot far from Bethel; according
* to Eusebius and Jerome it lay five Roman miles from Bethel in the east-
ern quarter, and nearly twenty Roman miles (Jerome says “ in the twen-
tieth mile”) north of Jerusalem. Now, taking all these specifications to-
gether, they apply with great exactness to the lofty site of the modern
Taiyibeh, two hours northeast of Bethel, and six hours and twenty min-
utes north-northeast of Jerusalem, (reckoning three Roman miles to the
hour,) adjacent to and overlooking the broad tract of desert country lying
between it and the valley of the Jordan, and also along the western side
of the Dead Sea; a position 8o remarkable, that one cannot suppose it to
have been left unoccupied in ancient times; see BibL Res. in Palest. II.
p 121—I124. The striking coincidence of all these circumstances would
seem to leave little room for doubt, that we have here, in the modern Thai-
yibeh, the ancient Ephraim to which Jesus thus withdrew.

If we have now succeeded in fixing the position of the city Ephraim,
gew light is thrown upon the harmony of the Gospels during the six
- months before the Saviour's passion. According to Matt. 19: 1 and Mark
10: 1, our Lord’s last approach to Jerusalem weas by way of Perea and
Jericho. At Ephrajim he could overlook the whole of Perea, as well as
all the valley of the Jordan ; and nething would be more naturel for him,
than to pass over into that region and there preach the Gospel on his way
back to Jerusalem for the last time. Here then Jobn barmonizes with
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Matthew and Mark; according to whom great multitudes foflowed Jesus
on this journey. To this journey there may likewise be referred Luke
13: 22; es also the following chapters of Luke, to dispose of which a re-
turn of our Lord to Galilee has been usually assumed after the preceding
foast of Tabernacles. But of such a return not the slightest hint is found
in any of the Evangelists.

ARTICLE IX.
SELECT LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.

Classical and Generdl Literuture. A new volume of Prof. Ritter’s great
geographical work was published in 1844 and forms Vol. 5§ of West Asin.
It contains the routes of the most recent travellers in Mesopotemia as
Grant, Ainsworth and Forbes ; examines some poiits of great interest in
biblical geography, as the position of Ur of the Chaldees and Haran,
and the river Chebar; and treats at considerable length of the ruine of
Babylonia.—The transactions of the Philological and Historical class of
the Berlin Academy for 1842, published in 1844, form a quarto volnme
of nearly 500 pages,—quite a contrast to the meagre volurue of the
previous year. Among the articles the longest is an attempt at a To-
pography of the products of the Chinese empire by M. Bchott. An essay
by Prof. Zumpt on the state of the Philosophical schools at Athens will
be read with interest by the students of philosophy and classical antiqui-
ties.

The learned French scholar Boissonade published during the last year
one hundred and twenty-three fables of Balbius written in the Choliam-
bic or Hippouactean measure and discovered a short time since in the
convent of St. Laura on Mt. Athos. A few only of these fables had been
known in their perfect state, but the notice of Choliambic verses in the
prose of the so-called fables of Aesop had led several learned men to
atternpt to reconstruct them. A lame attempt of that kind is contain-
ed in Berger's book entiled Babtii fabularum chollambicsrum libri tres,
(Munich 1816). Berger gives ninety-three, some of which may be call-
ed bad prose made worse. Parts of twenty-two are given, as restored
by various acholars, in the Philological Museum. (Cambridge 1832, vol.
1 p. 280). Babrius, who was supposed to belong to or to have lived be-
fore the Augustan period, is thrust down to the age of Alexander Seve-
rus by Boissonade in eensequeuce of some indications in one of the pro-
ems to the fables.
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An edition of Strabo of the highest importance for the very corrupt
text of that geographer and founded on a careful examination of the man-
uscripts is now in progreas at Berlin. The editor is Dr. Gustav Kramer.
One vol. containing a preface and the text of six hooks has been pub-
lished.—The Corpus Inscriptionum Graecarum of Boeckh has reached
the first fasciculus of the Third Volume.~Orelli has published a sup-
plement to his Select Latin inscriptions.—The Anecdota Delphica of
Ernest Curtius, (Berlin 1843), contains inscriptions discovered at Delphi
by Ottfried Miiller, the suthor and A. Schtll, Miiller died immediately
after. There are connected with the inscriptions admirable essays on
the msnumission of slaves in Greece, and on some decrees of the Am-
phictyonic council.

An edition of Plutarch’s Lives, important for the text by C. Sintenis,
author of an excellent edition of the life of Pericles, has advanced to the
third volume. A fourth will easily finish the original text. We hope
Sintenis will add a commentary, which he can do better than any man
living.

The second volume of the second edition of Matter's Histoire de
IEcole d’Alexandrie appeared in 1844. This edition has been very
much altered from the first which came out twenty-three years since.
‘The second volume treats of the sciences pursued at Alexandria, particular-
ly of the mathematics, astronomy and geography.

Works on Hebrew Grammar, Biblical Iderprelation, ete. Dr. Gustav
Briickner has published a “ New Hebrew Reading Book with Notes and
a Glossary.” The author belongs to the school of Gesenius, and was
employed by him in preparing Indgxeu, etc. for the Thesaurus. Gesenius
bore testimony to his intimate acquaintance with Hebrew, to his exact
grammatical knowledge, etc. “ Briickner differs from his teacher,” says a
writer in Tholuck’s Anzeiger, Sept. 1844, % by a fundamental insight into
the religious and theological contents of the Old Testament, Gesenius
recognizing in the sacred writings only the products of oriental literature.”
Dr. B. publisbed, in 1842, a “ Practical Help for methodical Exercises in
Hebrew Grammar.” The New Reading Book embraces three courses,
the first designed for exercises in the forms of the grammar, and the other
two in the Syntax. The selections from the historical, prophetical and
poetical books of the Old Testament, are said to be excellent. The Notes
explain some of the more difficult passages.

Dr. Rupfeld of Halle' has published a little work “On the Idea and
Method of the so-called Biblical Introduction, with an outline of its his-
tory and literature.,” The title of Ewald’s new Hebrew grammar, men-~
tioned p. 192 of this Journal, is “ Aufihrliches Lebrbuch der Hebraischen
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8prache des Alten Bundea” In this work the two grammars, before
published by the author, are amalgamated. The price is 23 Riblr.

The sixth edition of Tholuck’s Commentary on Jobn, publiahed in 1844,
is thoroughly revised and somewhat enlarged. It has refarences to the
late writings of Neander, Krabbe, and Bauer, the third edition of Liicke's
Comwentary, De Wette, Ebrard’s Critique on the Evangelical History, to
Mau on Denth a8 the Wages of Bin, etc. 1

. 1Y

Semiach, pastor at Trebnitz, and author of a reeent and veluable
work on Justin Maertyr, hes been appointed ordinary professor of theal-
ogy at Greifswald—The first complete edition of the works of thhe great
8wiss Reformer, Ulric Zuiugli, has appeared at Ziirich, under the charge
of Melchior Schuler and J. S8chultesa. The firat part contains the writ-
ings publiched in Germen, viz. L homiletic, didactic and apolegetic,
L. relating to the transition in the views of the author from Roman Ceth-
olicism to evangelical truth and freedom, & relating to beptism and the
famous sacramentarian controversy; IL writinge of a miscellaneous
character, 1. poetical, 2. pedagogical, 3. political, all arranged chronologi-
cally. Anappeadix contains an explanation of the peculiarities in the forma-
tion of words and the syntax so far as is Beceasary 1o the understanding
of Zuingli’s writings. The secoad past embraces the Latin works ; L those
of the same nature with the German productions, in similar order ; IL
exegetical on the Old and New Testaments; 1IL Letters. Four large
Indezes complate the work. We shall embrace an early opporumity to
give an account of the life and labors of Zuingli, who was in some re-
spects, the most interesting of the great Reformers, and to whom, amid
the splerdor that hagsurrounded Luther’s name, full justice has never
been accorded. e

The long expected work of Julius Miiller on Sin was published at
Breelau, in 1844, in two vola. 8vo. of 517 and 590 pages. The title is
“Die Christliche Lehre von der Siinde.” The anthor is professor at
Halle, and brother of the celebrated Ottfried Miiller. The work is
divided into five Books, which discusa the actual .existence of sin, the
principal theories which have been propounded in explaining it, the pos-
sibility of sin, the extent of sin, and the increase of sin in the develop-
ment of the individual. These subjects are subdivided into a great aum-
ber of chapters and sections. Tbhe analysis in the table of contents oc-
cupies twenty-eight closely printed pages. A mere glance at this will
show the scientific and comprehensive character of the discussion.

A new edition of the work of Sartoriug, “ Die Lehre von der heiligea
Liebe oder Grundziige der evsugelisch-kirchlichen Moraltheologie,” has
just appeared at Stuttgard in two thin volumesa, The motto of the work,
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quoted from Augustine, is, @ Defimitio brevis et vera virtutls: orde eet
amoris.” It bas a high reputation among evangelcal theologiams in Ger-
moany. »

Bince the last No. of this Journal was published, Prof Stnart's Com-
mentary on the Apocalypse has sappeared from the press of Allen, Mor-
rill nd Wardwell, in two vols. 8vo. of 504 pages eack. The first volame
is takem up with matters of an introductory nature, pertaining to the
cbaracter of the book, its authorship and the time when it was written,
nature of its language and idiom, comperison of it with Old Testament
prophecies and with contemporary apochrypbal writings, history of the
interpretation of it, etc. The second volume contains the Commentary
and several dissertations on various topics connected with the subject.
The design of the Apocalypse, was to encourage and console the church
of God, when suffering severe affliction and persecution. The writer,
under ‘the guise of lofty poetry and of extended symbolical language, pre-
diots, for the consolation of Christ’s servants, first the overthrow of the
Jewish persecuting power, second of Pagan Rome, and, third, of a future
unknown enemy, under the title of Gog and Magog. After this foe is
destroyed, the church will enjoy a long period of the highest prosperity,
to be succeeded by the end of the world, the general resurrection and
the New Jerusslem, or glorified state. The Commentary will, doubtess,
awaken general attention and earnest discussion both in this country and
in Great Britain, the more so, as on some fundamental points, it is at va-
riance with the interpretations of the Apocalypse which have had univer-
sal currency where the English language is spoken. In Germany, the
Apocalypse has received less attention than perhaps any of the larger
books of the Bible. The most interesting and able writers are Herder,
Eichborn, Ewald, and Liicke. The latter bhas published only an Intro-
duction.

Crocker and Brewster of Boston have in press: A New Harmony of
the Four Gospels in Greek. Printed from the text of Hahn’s New Tes-
tament. With Explanatory Notes, By E. Robinson, D. D. This is
wholly a new work; and the arrangment differs in several important par-
ticulars from that of any previous Harmony. Especially is this the case
in the portions relating to the interval of time’ between our Lord’s last
arrival at Jerusalem and the preceding festival of the Tabernacles; this
part being armnged in conformity with the new views arising out of the
tdentification of the city Ephraim, as exhibited in a preceding Article in
the present No, of this work.

We are glad to learn that the late edition, (1842), of Winer's Chaldee
Grammar bas been translated by Prof. Hackett of Newton, and will soon
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be printed at the Andover press. The edition of Riggs’s Chaldee Manu-
al has been nearly disposed of. Winer's Grammsr has the excellencies
that would be anticipated from his character as an oriental and biblical
scholar.

The American Oriental Society, instituted in Boston, in 1842, have
published the two addresses, delivered at the anniversaries of the Socie-
ty in 1843 and 1844, by the president, Hon. John Pickering, and Prof
Edward E. Salisbury of Yale College. The former contains an able and
comprehensive sketch of the field which the Association proposes to eul-
tivate ; the latter, an interesting and learned view of Budhism.

It is hardly necessary, perhaps, to state what may be taken for grant-
ed, that the conductors of this Journal do not hold themselves responsi-
ble for the truth of every sentiment or opinion advanced in the articles
which they may translate, or which may be furnished by contributors or
correspondents. It fa by no means the only object of a periodical Re-
view to be the medium of communicating accurate information or sound
views in relation to a particular subject. An essay may be fitted to
awaken attention, to excite the facultiea of the reader, and to provoke dis-
cussion. Thus in the end, profounder thoughts may be elicited, and «
truth or doctrine may be established on a firmer besis than would other-
wise be possible. The communication of knowledge is one object; the
excitement of the mental and moral faculties is another, perhaps not in-
ferior in importance. It is with such views, that articles like those of -
Kinkel on our Lord’s Ascension,and Lasaulx on the Sacrifice upon Gol-
gotha are admitted. Different views may be entertained in respect to
not a few theological and biblical topics, salva fide ¢ salva ecclesia. The
cause of sacred learning has nothing to fear from freedom of discussion.

ERRATA.—No. V. page 81, line 30, for there read therefore. p 85,1.9,
for xaxol7jdoy read xaxd:nplov. p.87,1. 4, vis for bis. p. 87, 1. 12, ib. for 16.
p. 89, 1. 18, sum for semi. p. 89, 1. 37, take for like. p. 52,1. 32, mandare for
mandere. p. 45, the note should have Tr. follow it. p. 96, |. 2, fourth letter
nforn. p.97,1.20, Coelias for Caelius. p. 97, 1. 37, Gellius for Gallius.
p- 103, 1. 15, balineae for balinaea. p. 104, 1. 3, A for Rem. p.106, 1.7,

Krause for Krauser.—No. V1. p. 239, for U’)..A read (| . p. A0, for
Cana read Caua. p. 242, for f read M' . Pp- U6, for Lﬂ).b"_‘
read L "J . P. U8, before the paragraph : /t is supposed that a word, eto.

insert: (3). p. 251, for inscriptions read inscription. p. 253, for se wenig read
s0 wenig. p. 264, note 21, for Schrift read Script. p. 255, n. 23, do. do. p. ¥56,
for gralis read grallis.



