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EDITORIAL 207

together sometimes or that saved individuals will be socially effective.
But neither is it to be corrected by replacing personal change and
commitment with the remodelling of society. The complement to personal
decision is the "new humanity" of covenant community... This new
Christian community in which the walls are broken down not by human
idealism or democratic legalism but by the work of Christ is not only a
vehicle of the gospel: it is the good news. It is not merely the agent
of mission: this is the mission'.(p.240-1) Christian compassion then is
as interested in proclaiming the gospel as giving aid to the destitute,
as maintaining the historic witness of the peace churches (which, of
course, makes one line of cleavage in the Believers' Church tradition).
Having a proper respect for both religious freedom and the work of
the state, the Believers' Church will be wary of attempts to sacralize
the state - or to make the church a pietistic ghetto. Born in
sectarianism, the Believers' Churches have developed certain
ecumenical sympathies from the very beginning - though it is doubtful
whether they have as yet made a mark upon the ecumenical movement
commensurate with the richness of the tradition or the strength of the
constituency in the world today, especially when it is reckoned that
many of the churches of the Third World - both independent and
mission based - should find a place within such a heritage (indeed it is
perhaps the lack of that dimension that dates the analysis here set
out). 'The oikumene', affirms Durnbaugh, 'needs the presence of [the
Believers' Churches] just as they need to be in closer relationship
with their Christian brethren'. (p.302) -

Is this where Baptists belong? Would we be more effective in the
ecumenical movement, where Baptist isolation is often apparent, if we
worked in closer harmony with our closest cousins? As well as
cultivating older established branches of the family, would it not now
be timely to enter into dialogue with branches of the Believers' Church
of more recent origin? What have we to learn from those, whose
experience of the Christian pilgrimage is so near to our® own, of the
working out of discipleship in the modern world?
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