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This essay is dedicated as a memoir to T. H. Robinson, the 
centenary of whose birth recently occurred, on 9th August 1981. 

When students. of the Old Testament speak of the "continuing 
influence" of a scholar of a previous generation, they cannot 
but recall the continuity of the prophetic function in Israel, 
even before there were writing prophets. Samuel is "father" 
to the sons of the prophets at Ramah. Elisha succeeds Elijah. 
As for the canonical prophets, one of the creative theories in 
modern Old Testament scholarship is that their preaching was 
preserved for posterity, and augmented for sure, by groups of 
prophetic disciples. The Isaianic corpus of writings perhaps 
supplies the greatest evidence and clearest example of this, 
from the time of Isaiah himself till after the return from 
exile. l 

In this essay, we are dealing with a scholar who immersed 
himself .in the prophets, and who moreover like them both entered 
into and furthered a living tradition - in his case, of Biblical 
scholarship. His influence - academic, personal and spiritual -
has remained vital to his students, and in turn is reflected in 
their own teaching and ministry. 

I. I would first like to sketch briefly the life and work of 
Theodore Henry Robinson. He was born on 9th August 1881, in the 
manse at Edenbridge to Rev. and Mrs W. Venis Robinson. He was 
the great-grandson of William Robinson, a missionary to India, 
Java and Sumatra in the early nineteenth century. Theodore had 
a rather strict Victorian upbringing, being schooled at home by 
his parents to the age of ten. His mother had a degree from 
London University and was an accomplished tutor and school mis­
tress ofa girls' school. His father taught him Latin and Greek. 
After finishing at Mill Hill School, he went up to St John's 
College, Cambridge (1901-1903) where he read classics and his­
tory.2 Evidently, his classics teacher, T. R. Glover of St 
John's, was his mentor. What Cambridge meant to Robinson is 
evident from the way in which he was later to contrast it with 
his experience of theological college: 

A student who, like the present writer, came from the freer 
life of Cambridge, inevitably missed the sense of comrade­
ship and the atmosphere of fellowship in common things. 
The undergraduate had been at liberty to drop in on his 
Tutor for tea or a chat when he would ••. 3 

T. R. Glover was a prominent deacon in the St Andrewis Street 
Baptist Church, where Theodore was a member, where also he. met 
the minister's c;laughter whom he eventually married, Marie Helen 
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Joseph. These were formative years for his future teaching 
career, as he revealed in his moving tribute to Glover, his 
teacher: 

••. he had the very rare gift, almost amounting to genius, 
of throwing himself into the personaiityof the writer .•• 
He could not always translate accurately what he felt in a 
single word ••• but he could explain, and his explanation 
invariably meant an illumination which no mere· verbal ren­
dering could supply. We may well regard this gift of his­
toric sympathy as the highest of ali ·qualifications for 
the appreciation and interpretation of an ancient literature 
and it is as rare as it is valuable.4 

At this point in his life, Theodore must have regarded him­
self as primarily a scholar of classical languages and New Tes­
tament, and these are interests which he sustained throughout 
his career.S But from 1903-1905 he was at Regent's Park College, 
London, under Principal George Pearce Gould, the other great 
teaching model in his life, and the man who turned his career 
towards the Hebrew Old Testament. Life at Regent's Park was 
rather different from Cambridge: 

{it] was rather like being back at school again. Indeed, 
as long as Or Gould lived, one, at least, of his students 
always visited him with the feeling that he was once more 
a third-form boy who had been summoned to the Headmaster's 
study.6 

But his very great admiration for Gould is revealed in the 
following comments: 

•.• the preparation he made for his exegetical lectures on 
the text of the Old Testament would have been quite adequate 
for an ICC commentary ••• Thoroughness and a passion for 
accuracy were among the qualities which made Or Gould the 
greatest teacher of the Hebrew in modern times. 7 

He describes a typical classroom experience: 

Then the Principal would move ba.ck from the desk over which 
he had been leaning ••• and give us an inspired and inspiring 
exposition of the passage we had read. We were never allowed 
to feel that philology and criticism were ends in themselves; 
they were necessary and indispensabie means to the fulfill­
ment of a higher purpose. That purpose was the understanding 
and interpretation of the Word of God. {We] ••• could not fail 
to catch something of the passionate enthusiasm which our 
master had for the Book, and we realized that the drudgery 
of grammar and dictionary work was but the preliminary to 
the transmission of the eternal message enshrined in the 
language of Holy Scripture. S 

Another important event in the. formative years was the secur­
ing of a Or Williams' Scholarship in 1904 to enable Theodore to 
spend a short time at G8ttingen University. Theodore Robinson's 
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subsequent career in teaching and writing, and his work with 
the Society for Old Testament Study showed the pronounced in­
fluence on him of German Old Testament scholarship. His first 
teaching appointment was at Woodbrooke College for three years, 
during which time he taught not only Bible but Church History 
as well. ' 

During these years he married Marie Helen Joseph, and there 
was born to them their only child, a daughter, Dorothy Robinson 
(Spencer). 9 His wife's health was not strong (she was asth­
matic), nevertheless they both felt a strong call to teach on 
the foreign mission field. When the choice with the Baptist 
Missionary Society narrowed down to China or rndia, Theodore's 
heritage from his great grandfather predisposed him to go out 
to Serampore, where from 1908-1914 he taught Hebrew, Old Tes­
tament, and, Syriac. His inherent interest in languages and an 
incipient interest in comparative religion were thus materially 
aided. He participated in translating the New Testament into 
Bengali, and taught Syriac, ministering to Syrian Christians 
and the Syrian community, as had his great grandfather before 
him. He was a respected teacher, and his daughter has a letter 
of appreciation pJ:'inted on silk by his Indian students thanking 
him for many things, and concluding: "it is your hUmility, true 
sympathy, and frankness of heart we have to thank you [for1 
most of all". Mrs Spencer added about his later career in a 
personal interview: 

Theodore was determined to become primarily a teacher. 
He showed great patience with his students, continuing 
to teach them first year Hebrew. He gave individual 
attention to his students, praying for each daily, for 
as he said: 'People are more important than books'. 

When he ended his mission service in 1914, 
tracted an unknown fever, and was quite ill. 
year's furlough, and was never able to return 
War I and his and his wife's health problems. 

Theodore had con­
He was given a 
because of World 

In this transitional period of his ~eaching ministry 
another great teacher came into his life as he went tip for a 
time of study ~t Mansfield College, Oxford, with G. Buchanan 
Gray. This is the teacher who links the three greatest British 
Baptist Old Testament scholars of an era, H. Wheeler Robinson, 
who studied with him before the turn of the century, Theodore 
Robinson, and H. H. Rowley, who studied with him both before 
and after World War I. In a memoir to Wheeler Robinson, 
Theodore remarks: 

It is a fortunate thing that his college training gave him 
'the discipline of Hebrew, and that he studied under Buchamin 
Gray perhaps the greatest all round Old Testament scholar 
this country has ever produced. IO 

In 1915, Theodore Robinson applied for and was appointed 
to the post of lecturer in Semitics at the University College 
of South Wales and Monmouthshire at Cardiff, where "the impor-



202 THE BAPTIST QUARTERLY 

tance of his work was recognized in 1927 by the creation 
of a chair in Semitic languages, which he occupied until his 
retirement in 1944".11 Aubrey Johnson, his most famous stu­
dent, assistant, and successor, writes of his service there: 

Throughout the period his administrative gifts proved to 
be a valuable asset both to University College and to the 
University of Wales asa whole, notably through his activ­
ities as permanent dean of the college faculty of theology 
and as a member and some time dean of the university 
faculty of theology.12 

In the Introduction to the festschrift volume presented to 
Theodore H. Robinson by the Society for Old Testament Study on 
his sixty-fifth birthday, the editor H. H. Rowley, after re­
viewing Theodore's work for the Society, his publications and 
career honours, adds: "It is safe to say that Professor Robin­
son himself considers his real life work to be not in the 
things mentioned above, but in the classroom".!3 He comments 
on the great expansion of Theodore's department during his 
years at Cardiff, "This was in no small measure due to his 
power to make his subject live for his students, and to kindle 
their interest and enthusiasm".14 Johnson in his obituary 
notice in The Times, remarks about Theodore's career: 

Only those who lived through the 20s and 30s of this 
century can appreciate to the full what a creative 
period it was in this country and how profoundly he 
made his influence felt. IS 

In a more personal note, he adds: 

A tall, impressive figure with something of a military 
bearing, he was wont to command the awe of his students: 
but they also found in him a teacher of unusual distinc­
tion whose seeming austerity concealed a kindness of 
heart which placed him readily at their service in time 
of need. 16 

And of his churchmanship, he says: 

Like his friend, T. R. Glover, and that other eminent Old 
Testament schoIar, H. Wheeler Robinson, he was an uncompro­
sing Baptist, and his reputation gave lustre to the deno~i­
nation which in innumerable ways he was happy to serve. l 

From the Baptist point of view, one of the important as­
pects of his teaching position at Cardiff was his tuition of 
students at the South Wales Baptist College. His annual re­
ports on this activity from 1916-1927 reveal the growth of his 
teaching ministry, and the increasing importance of the con­
nection between the Baptist College and the University.IS 
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11. Theodore's teaching career at Cardiff coincides with two 
other phases of his work that developed simultaneously, as it 
were, with his teaching: hiw work with the nascent Society for 
Old Testament Study, which he helped found, and his writing 
for publicat~on on technical Old Testament subjects. 19 ,Theo­
dore himself wrote a history of the Society as an Appendix to 
Record and Revelation. 20 Anderson's Jubilee history of the 
Society notes: 

••• it was in the two decades before 1939 that the 
character and traditions of the :ociety were formed. 
During that early period of its life the Society owed 
an immense debt to the energy and enthusiasm of Theodore 
H. Robinson, who was sole Secretary until 1927, and to 
the service subsequently rendered by him and C. R. North 
as Co-Secretaries.21 

At the second meeting of the Society in Manchester in July 
1919, G. Buchanan ~ray read a paper entitled, "The Possibility 
of Issuing a New Translation 'of the Old Testament" which even­
tuated in practical discussions of the idea for the next few 
years. It is an interesting historical note that the discus­
sions may have been the seed-bed for the New English Bible, 
of which Theodore Robinson became the first Convener of the 
Old Testament Panel in 1946.22 In the note taken by Theodore 
of a committee meeting with SCM Press on a new translation of 
the Old Testament, there was a proposal for the preparation of 
a sample illustrated history of the Religion of Israel and an 
arrangement of the Book of Amos in oracular sections, both 
undertaken by Theodore Robinson. It is easy to see the idea 
for two of his future publications in this assignment. The 
first only came to fruition in Hebrew Religion: Its Origin and 
Development, 1930, with W. o. E. Oesterly.::!3 The second came 
sooner to publication in The Book of Amos: Hebrew Text with 
Critical and Grammatical Notes, 1923. 24 Discussions held by Theo­
dore with the Adult School Movement were more immediately 
fruitful in a suggestion of a series of Old Testament books 
in modern colloquial English. When this suggestion was made 
to the Society, Theodore already had a draft copy in manuscript 
of his translation of Amos, with the result that the Society 
moved to co-operate in the issue of such a series, and T. H. 
Robinson was appointed to act as co-editor. So in his biblio­
graphy, the first book on the Old Testament published by 
Theodore is The Book of Amos in "Books of the Old Testament 
in'Colloquial Speech".25 

The 1923 Minutes note a request from Clarendon Press for 
text books for schools on the Old Testament. This proposal 
resulted in the Clarendon Bible assignments to members of the, 
Society under the editorship of Canon G. H. Box, in which 
Theodore wrote The Decline and Fall of the Hebrew Kingdoms. 26 

Theodore's own publishing in the early twenties had focussed 
on the prophets, especially one of his best-known textbooks, 
Prophecy and the Prophets in Ancient Israel. 27 
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R owley conunents in his Introduction to Studies in old 
Testament Prophecy, the festschrift already mentioned, in 
explaining the title: 

While his publications have covered many aspects of Old 
Testament study, it is to the study of the prophets and 
of the prophetic books of the Old Testament, including 
questions of literary structure and poetic forms, that 
Professor Robinson's most important and most original 
work has been devoted ••• 28 

To be sure, Theodore had been influenced in his study of the 
prophets by the German scholarship, particularly G. H81scher. 29 

In fact, one of his "crusades" and that of SOTS as well, 
was the re-establishment of contact with the German scholars 
after the war. He describes the incident that focus sed this 
concern in his Memoir to Wheeler Robinson: 

On the close of the first world war, Christian scholars 
of all branches made determined efforts to get into touch 
with their colleagues in Germany, and do what they could 
to repair the moral damage wrought by the conflict ••• A 
real opportunity came in 1923 with the news that the world 
famous Old Testament periodical, Die Zeitschrift fdr die 
Alttestamentliche Wissenschaft was in serious danger owing 
to lack of support. Proposals were at once made from the 
British side [through SOTS) which were aimed at rendering 
the journal even more completely international than it had 
been before the war. The Editor intimated that he would be 
glad to have a contribution in E8g1ish, and the British 
choice fell on Wheeler Robinson~ 

Theodorehimself was contributing through German publications31 

and most importantly, "Die Zw81f Kleinen Propheten - Hosea bis 
Micha".32 

This interest in international scholarship is just one in­
dication of Theodore's broad ecumenicity of spirit. What he 
describes in his history of. SOTS truly reflects his own thinking: 

The Society has a broad basis of membership, the only 
necessary qualification being evidence of ability to ap­
preciate the Old Testament in Hebrew. Every shade of 
religious opinion, Jewish and Christian is represented, and 
it has been found in practice that all can meet in happy co­
operation on the basis of their conunon interest. Differences 
of opinion on technical matters are freely recognized, and 
the Society has no standard of orthodoxy, theological or 
critical. 33 

The breadth of his own approach to the study of religion 
is indicated in his An outline Introduction to the History of 
Religions. 34 and his approach to the Old Testament may well be 
described as falling within the "religio-historical school". 
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The work of SOTS at this time reflected Theodore's inter­
national interests by a resolution passed in 1926 for an 
international gathering held at Keble College, Oxford in 
September 1927. At this first international gathering: 

Six nationalities were represented, while papers were 
read and. discussidn carried on in English, French, and 
German. The links thus formed have been maintained and 
strengthened, not only by the election of distinguished 
foreigners to the honorary membership of the society, 
but also by the presence on a number of occasions of 
foreign scholars at meetings of the Society.35 

Theodore presided at the next meeting for his first term as 
President in 1928, and read his Presidential Address: "Some 
Remarks on Hebrew Grammar". 

The next year's Minutes contains a prop~sal which led . 
Theodore to the writing of A History of Israel. I. The Exodus 
to the Fall 0/ JerusaZem. 36 When the Committee to draw up the 
1933 Book List of SOTS was appointed,37 it must have seemed 
natural that Theodore should be the "convener". He continued 
the editorship of this Book List through the rest of the 1930s, 
and about this time (1934-1940), Theodore began seven years 
of production of the "Recent Foreign Theology" column for the 
Expository Times. 38 . . 

Honours had by this time begun to accumulate to Theodore. 
He was the Schweich Lecturer for 1926, and was invited to give 
the Murtle Lecture at the University of Aberdeen in 1929, from 
whom he received the honorary 0.0. He was invited to be visit­
ing Professor at the University of Chicago in the Summer of 
1929, which appointment helped him materially in the concen­
trated time and research facility needed to write his History 
of IsraeZ, and to be visiting professor at Halle-Wittenberg 
in 1931 39 from whom he received the. honorary Th.D. in recog­
nition of his work for SOTS. 

A scholar's comments on an illustrious contemporary are 
always revealing. In his Memoir to H. Wheeler Robinson, Theo­
dore describes the next internationai meeting in which SOTS 
participated at G8ttingen in 1935: 

At this last, representative scholars were invited to take 
part; one from each of the more important countries to read 
a longer paper and others to offer shorter contributions. 
There was only one possibility for the longer paper from 
a British scholar, and that again was· Wheeler Robinson. 
When he finished reading it [Le. his paper on "The Hebrew 
Conception of Corporate Personality", Werden und Wesen des 
AZten Testaments, ed. by P. Volz, F. Stummer and J. Hempel, 
B.Z.A.W., lxvi, Berlin TBpelmann, 1936, pp.49-62] the 
ablest of the German scholars ~issfeldtJ whispered to a 
British colleague (T. H. Rpbinson1 'We have no one in this 
country to compare with this man in his field'. We are 
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justified in believing that he held an unique position, 
standing head and shoulders above every other scholar of 
our time in his special branch of Old Testament Studies.40 

Lest one suppose, from the excerpt quoted from Theodore's 
Memoir to Wheeler Robinson (1945), that his feelings toward 
his contemporary wereunambiguous'admiration, I must cite 
another passage immediately following the preceding: 

Of course, he had his limitations, and, being human; was 
largely unconscious of them. This, unfortunately, led 
him to give time and trouble to branches of study with 
which he was less qualified to deal than with his own 
speciality. He knew little or nothing of archaeology and 
was not greatly 'interested in textual criticism. The value 
of history for him lay in the underlying philosophical 
issues, particularly that of time and eternity; he never 
visualized it as a biology of the organised human commu­
nity. He was not, and never could have been, a higher 
critic, and, where critical work was necessary, he was 
content to accept the views of others, not always judi­
ciously balanced ..• It is the more to be regretted that 
he did not concentrate wholly on one side of Old Testament 
studies and give us a systematised 'Theology of the Old 
Testament'. This is one of the big gaps in modern Bibli­
cal scholarship, and no man was ever better fitted to fill 
it ••• For Wheeler Robinson was by instinct and by interest 
a theologian, and his approach was inevitably psychological 
and philosophical. 41 

Now to complete what this assessment of Wheeler meant to 
Theodore, a passage that contrasts him with T. R. Glover, the 
formative influence in Theodore's life with whose teaching 
style he most closely identified. 

A scholar may be ei'ther an artisan or an artist or, in 
rare instances, both. Wheeler Robinson's methods were 
essentially those of the artisan •.• [concordance work, etc.]. 
He had no patience with the worker who saw his way through 
a literature by sheer insight, and, while he was reading it, 
became for the time a sympathetic contemporary of the author. 
He offered the strongest contrast to the other great Baptist 
scholar of our time, Reavely Glover, and the two men tragi­
cally enough, never did or could have understood one another. 
The amazing thing about Wheeler Robinson's genius was that 
he constantly produced great works of art by the methods of 
the artisan.~2 

Ill. This leads me to mention the disappointments in Theodore 
Robinson's career. Perhaps the first of these was his enforced 
return from the mission field. The next disappointment had to 
do with the Professorship in the Chair of Semitic Languages 
and Literature at University College of North Wales, Bangor, 
for which he applied, but to which Edward Robertson was elected 
in 1921. 
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He was given his own professorship at Cardiff six years 
later. But perhaps the chief disappointment of his teaching 
career was his failure to obtain the appointment to S. A. 
Cook's chair at Cambridge, the Regius Professorship of Hebrew, 
for whic_h he applied in 1938, He must have felt in his 56.th 
year to be in the prime of his career. I have been told that 
he was most satisfied in his writing accomplishments by Old 
Testament textbooks he had produced together with W. O. E. 
Oesterley, not only the Hebrew Religion and A History of Israei 
already mentioned, but also An Introduction to the Books of 
the Old Testament43 The revised and enlarged edition of 
Hebrew Religion44 had just been published. There is a note of 
accomplishment not only for the Society in the concluding para­
graph of Theodore's history of SOTS written for Record and 
Revelation this same year~ 

The Society for Old Testament Study, then can look back 
on a history of steady progress and of successful activity 
in many directions. It has done its work quietly, and 
without ostentation, but it has unremittingly pursued its 
object in the promotion of Old Testament studies. While 
the present volume of essays represents its general work 
and interests, and commemorates twenty-one years of devel­
opment and achievement, it should serve also as an earnest 
of yet greater prosperity and usefulness for many years to 
come. 45· 

He had seen his outstanding student, Aubrey Johnson, elected 
his Assistant at Cardiff, Another outstanding student, G. 
Henton Davies, was moving from a successful pastorate to become 
tutor at Bristol Baptist College. To reconstruct the climate 
of Old Testament Studies in the mid-thirties, one must remember 
that the burning issue was the patternism of the "myth and 
ritual" school associated with the name S. H. Hooke. Theodore 
had published t~~ essay "Hebrew Myths" in Myth and Rituai, ed. 
by S. H. Hooke. He co-authored books with W. O. E. Oesterley, 
another religio"'"historical scholar in the "myth and ritual" 
school. Those who knew Theodore best say he went to extremes 
in this myth and ritual approach,47 as he had with the subjects 
of prophetic ecstasy and form-critical theories about the pro­
pheticoracles and poetry. As Henton Davies, in his "Reminis­
cences .•• " about the Robinsons noted: 

There were blind spots in both these great men. Theodore­
H. Robinson was so catholic in his sympathies that he 
sometimes failed in his judgments, and did not know where 
to draw the line. He consequently went to extremes in his 
points of view which exasperated his contemporaries and 
tried his friends. His over emphasis on prophetic ecstasy (. 
and on literary units in prophecy are examples of this. 48 . 

Nevertheless, D. Winton Thomas, aged 36, whom G. R. 'Driver 
in his Memoir to Thomas, called S. A. Cook's "obvious succes­
sor", got the position instead of Theodore. 49 Theodore was 
crushed by this decision. 50 
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In any case, Theedere taught fer the rema1n1ng seven years 
.of his career in Cardiff. In the .official Seciety fer Old 
Testament Study minutes memeir en his death, F. F. Bruce makes 
this ebservatien: 

He had an inunense belief in whatever cause he laid te his 
heart. Fer him, there never was a batch .of students te 
equal his .own; there never was abetter Hebrew Department 
than that at Cardiff. Fer him, the Old Testament was a 
study te cherish, and in this way .our Seciety became his 
very life-bleed.51 , 

Anether disappeintment te Theedere was his enferced retire­
ment because .of his health in 1944 at the age .of 62. His 
daughter remarks: "It was a very traumatic experience fer him 
net te be able te ge en living his werking life te its end".52 
He was ill .of Stekes Adams syndreme, with mementary blackeuts 
frem a shertage .of bleed te the brain. His daughter says the 
decters were .only giving him six menths te live, when he and 
his wife whe was a semi-invalid because .of asthma came te 
Ealing te live with the Spencers. 53 Aubrey Jehnsen says: 

On his retirement in 1944, he decided that his career was 
at an end, and he seught te disappear frem the academic 
scene [i.e. gave his beeks away te friends and students] 
and te devete himself mere and mere te his hebby .of phila­
tely.54 

As far as I have been able te determine, when he retired, 
Theedere destreyed all his persenal papers. 

Hewever, the stery .of his later life is net whelly .one .of 
disappeintment. Recegnitien .of Theedere Rebinsen's signifi­
cance te Old Testament schelarship did ceme in a mest appre­
priate way, frem the Seciety fer Old Testament Study, which 
elected him president fer the sec end time in 1946, when the 
work .of the Seciety resumed after Werld War II. Theedere in­
dicated he wished te resign as Secretary after 29 years, and 
the SOTS passed a cenunendatery reselutien fer his deveted 
service te the Seciety. Then plans were made fe~ a festschrift 
velume te be prepared by A. R. Jehnsen, C. R. Nerth and H. H. 
Rewley (editer). This velume, Studies in Old Testament Pro­
pheay presented te Theodere H. Rebinsen en his sixty-fifth 
birthday (August 9th, 1946), was publicly presented at a 
dinner in Or Rebinsen's heneur given by Prefesser Jehnsen in 
Cardiff at an internatienal gathering .of the Seciety.55 A 
message .of greeting was received frem the Society .of Biblical 
Literature and Exegesis, United States .of America. 

But Theedere's retirement was shert lived. As Aubrey 
Jehnsen neted in his .obituary memeir: 

In 1946 he feund a new .outlet fer his energy and enthusiasm 
in the prepesed New English Bible and fer ten years he 
played a leading part in the develepment .of the preject 
by acting as cenvener .of the Old Testament panel, ha~~y te 
be werking .once again with his beleved Hebrew Bible. 
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Other activ.ities of his retirement years are noted by E. 
A. Payne: 

During 1949-50 he paid weekly visits to Regent's Park 
College, Oxford, .assisting with tuition in both old 
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and New Testaments, and for a time lectured at the Church 
of England MissionarY training college at Haslemere •.• 
He continued active in the service of the Bible Society, 
the Or Williams '.s Trust, the Institute of Christian Educ­
ation ••• and also did a good deal of broadcasting, parti-
cular ly to school s .57 .. 

He even became a tutor in Hebrew to a member of the congre­
gation, a school teacher, in the Haven Green Baptist Church, 
Ealing, of which he was a member and deacon. One of the best 
evaluations of Theodore came to me from his Pastor during those 
years, and former student, the late J. Ithel Jones: 

T. H. Robinson: During his time at University College, 
Cardiff, T. H. R. regarded it as his first duty to teach 
ministers in training to read their. Bibles •.• He did, of 
course, produce noted Old Testament scholars, the best 
known among whom would be A. R. Johnson, and G. Henton 
Davies. But these were by-products of his academic enthu­
siasm rather than the aim of his teaching •.• The source 
of greatest satisfaction to Or Robinson is the fact that 
he has helped so many ordinary minis.ters to read the Old 
Testament in the original tongue and that through his help 
they, in turn have been enabled to make its message live 
to ordinary people ••• He would not spare himself, body or 
mind, in seeking to bring the message of a prophet to his 
hearers. I have a reference to this in one of my books 
[The Holy spirit and Christian Preaahing, London: Epworth, 
1967, p.45} - 'I am tempted at this point to recall myoId 
teacher, the late T. H. Robinson, describing the Hebrew 
prophet in his ecstasy. Robinson's histrionic powers were 
not inconsiderable, judged even by Welsh students, some of 
whom were old enough to recall the end of the line of 
preachers who indulged in old·Celtic hbJyl. The technical 
expression for the onset of the prophetic ecstasy 'the 
breath of God rushed upon him' was almost onomatopoeically 
demonstrated before us!' .•• probably his book on the Prophets 
is the one that was most helpful to the rank and file of 
the ministry ••• It is very difficult for those who are in­
debted to him to know where that indebtedness begins and 
where it ends. 58 

Theodore continued to publish during his retirement years, 
including The Poetry of the Old Testament,59 Job and His 
Friends,60 and new editions of his St Mark's Life of Jesus,61 
Paradigms and Ereeraises in Syriaa Grammar,62 and A Short Com­
parative History of Religions.63 For schools he published two 
brief works: An Introduation to the Old Testament,64 and The 
Old Testament: A Conspeatus. 65 
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When one pursues such an active "retirement", the ·inevitable 
result is the necessity for another, later retirement. This 
was for Theodore, if anything, more painful than the first. 
Evidently he did not perceive how much hissdho.larly acuteness 
had begun to fail him in the mid~1950s. The rule of the trans­
lators of the New English Bible was that retirement at 75 years 
was mandatory. In 1956, at a general committee meeting, in the 
spring, the Bishop of Winchester, Or Williams, the general 
chairman, asked Theodore to stay on another year as Convener of 
the Old Testament Panel, even though he would turn seventy-five 
that August 9th. But in connection with the SOTS meeting at 
cardiff in July, the Old Testament panel itself felt compelled 
to request that he step aside in favour'of Or G. R. Driver. 
This was a bitter disappointment to Theodbre, and he was hardly 
himself when he tried to present a paper on Ezekiel to the 
society the following day. Theodore's health was deteriorating. 
Calling his daughter from Cardiff after the decision was made 
known, he remarked: "I fainted twice this morning". 66 

By the following Spring, however, he was able to explain 
the method of the translation and the progress of the New Eng­
lish Bible Old Testament project to the British Baptist Union 
in these terms: 

Our method is as follows.. A draft is prepared by a single 
scholar, who need not be a member of the relevant panel. 
Old Testament drafts are first submitted to a scholar 
ri.e. G. R. Driver) who is, perhaps, the greatest Semitic 
philologist living, to' whom I handed over the convenership 
of the panel at the beginning of this year. His suggestions 
often include meanings which are as yet to be found in no 
dictionary or lexicon. Then the panel as a whole discusses 
and modifies the draft, and it is sent to the literary 
advisers. Their recommendations:' are most valuable, and are 
always accepted, unless, in the judgment of the translating 
panel, they fail to give the real· sense of the original. 
When agreement has been reached between the two panels, the 
result is presented to the Joint Committee in the form of 
a Pink Book, and filed till the whole work is completed 
when it will be subjected to final revision.67 

The final tragedy in the life of Theodore came in the Summer 
of 1959. He was driving with his wife when he blacked out, and 
in the multiple crash that followed, she was fatally injured, 
dying four days later of pneumonia. He never stopped blaming 
himself for her death in the declining ye~rs till his death in 
June, 1964,. 

At his death, H. H. Rowley wrote of him in ZAW: 68 

A man of remarkable energy and enthusiasm, he never spared 
himself in the service of his students and was always gen­
erous in encouraging younger scholars. His services to 
British Old Testament scholarship were immense, and more 
than any other of his generation he kept open the channels 
between British and other scholars. 
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E. A. Payne wrote of his teaching career at Cardiff: 

Students of iDi;my denominations and lands benefitted by 
his outstanding gifts as a teacher and caught something 
of his own enthusiasm for Hebrew language and literature~9 

Aubrey Johnson wrote: 

Professor Robinson's reputation extended far beyond the 
borders of Wales, for he speedily earned international 
recognition as an Old Testament scholar. On the whole his 
original contributions to scholarship were confined to the 
realm of Hebrew metrics and that of the prophetic litera­
ture; and it was primarily as the author of textbooks for 
students that he became widely known ••• His enthusiasm 
for his subject knew no bounds ••• 70 

F. F. Bruce wrote for SOTS: 

Professor Theodore Robinson's death removes from our midst 
one of the most prominent and best loved of our Fathers. 
He was founder Member and twice President (1928 and 1946). 
He was the first Secretary, .and ••• he remained an Officer 
for 29 years. He aiways attended- SOTS meetings, though 
latterly, when his advanced age restricted his movements, 
he mainly attended the London meetings ••• We miss, and shall 
miss for a very long time to come a most loyal member and 
friend of the Society.71 

CONCLUSION 

Returning to that set of presuppositions about prophetic 
teaching and discipleship with which I started, and after 
studying the lives and teaching ministries of both Henry 
Wheeler Robinson and Theodore Henry Robinson, I conclude that 
what these men taught their students they also modelled, em­
bodied, almost incarnated for them in living personality. To 
meet Wheeler Robinson was to be confronted by an Amos. To 
hear Theodore Robinson lecture on prophetic ecstasy was to 
observe it happening before your eyes. Great teachers live 
on in the lives of their students, and the next generation, 
their students' students. This is a peculiarly Old Testament 
kind of "immortality". Corporate personality, as interpreted 
by Wheeier Robinson, meant the continuity of the generations 
and the life of the individual devoted to and subsumed within 
the covenant community.72 He lived and implemented this in 
his teaching ministry. Prophetic teaching for Theodore Robin­
son was the re-living by intuition and insightful inspiration 
the experience of the ancient prophets in interpreting their 
messages for today's prophets-in-training. - His prophetic 
teaching ministry lives on in his students and their students' 
ministries. Instruction in the Hebrew prophets, teaching the 
Old Testament language, history, literature and religion to 
ministers who would· teach others, who in turn would teach 
others, was worth the kind of devotion and scholarship which 
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the Robinsons of British Baptist twentieth century theological 
education poured into their teaching ministries. Publications 
are a continuing contribution, ideas live on, but lives that 
devotedly teach other lives to minister to yet· other lives 
provide a living chain for tradition in the fellowship of be­
lievers. Henton Davies, who alone of my interviewees studied 
with both Robinsons. concludes his "Reminiscences" this way: 

Theodore Robinson taught me an art of presentation, and 
an art of prayer together with some understanding of the 
delicate tracery of the human spirit in relationship. 
Wheeler Robinson taught me an art of study and an art of 
communion together with some understanding of the concen­
tration of the spirit in ceremonial, conceived as moments, 
words and deeds of revelation. They were two great men, 
my masters both. Being dead they st.ill speak, and their 
names will live on.73 
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