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Ecstasy and Prophecy.

I N his I;fophecy and the Prophets in Ancient Israel, Dr. T. H.

Robinson, of Cardiff, has made a valuable addition to
Duckworth’s well-known series of Studies in Theology. It is
sure to be appreciated by scholars, and we believe it will be
warmly welcomed by all Bible students, while many a con-
gregation will have reason to be grateful for this illuminating
addition to the working minister’s library. For there is gold
here for the preacher none the less surely that it is not yet
beaten into sermonic shape. It is a marvel of compression,
yet the style is clear and strong and eminently readable.

Dr. Robinson sketches with a sure hand the development
of Jewish religion, and shows the affinity of the prophets
to its simpler, purer strain, and their constant opposition to
the corruptions that threatened to submerge it.

There is a clear-cut picture of each of the principal
prophets—known and unknown—with his characteristic mes-
sage, and his place in the long line of religious development
which culminates in Jesus and His cross.

Amos—the prophet of righteousness, with his word for
an age of social transition; Hosea, who wins his way by tragic
experience to the deeper secret of religion as the consecration
of a person to a Person; Micah—the illustration of how the
lesser man may be used to accomplish the greater immediate
results; Isaiah—the prophet of “ holiness,” with his magnifi-
cent philosophy of history; Jeremiah—in whom truth is
embodied in personality; and the “ Great Unknown,” who
declares that the idols are “ less than nothing ”; while Nahum
and Malachi have their value as contrasts to the loftier line
of the prophets, and “ Jonah ” is the forerunner of Christianity.

" But the book will be read with special interest for its
balanced and illuminating study of the “ecstatic” element
in Hebrew prophecy. The author indicates his belief that
“ psychic phenomena” accompanied many ‘of the prophetic
utterances, and was a popular guarantee of “ inspiration,”
whilst he insists that not the form and manner of the utterance
but its context is the really vital and valuable thing. “A
prophet’s ecstatic utterances zgfre the expression of his own
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real opinions”; in trance or abnormal exultation he uttered
his normal convictions, but without the strange psychic
experience they would have remained unuttered, or would
have seemed to lack authority, both to the hearers, and indeed
to the prophet himself. The whc_>le treatment of this debated
question is specially useful and important, both as shedding
light upon the nature of Old Testament prophecy and helping
towards a true valuation of modern “ psychic manifestations.”

Dr. Robinson’s study of prophetic “ecstasy” is worth
pondering also by those "who have found the proofs of
“inspiration ” in the abnormal, and no less by those who have
ignored the “ ecstatic” element. The book will be a healthy
corrective to those who have imagined the prophets as modern
politicians in Eastern dress—is it too much to hope that it
may also be read by tliose who imagine their importance to
lie in their detailed predictions of future history—a la Joanna
Southcott? _ »

We can most heartily recommend the book to all who
seek an understanding of one of the greatest movements of
history, and it is a pleasure to note that it is written by a

Baptist.
W. J. CLEAL.

Nonconformist History has had no more ardent and thorough
student than the late Rev. G. Lyon Turner. His Original Records. .
is a monument of amazing industry, indispensable to all investi-
gators of the period which it covers. In addition to his pub-
lished work, Mr. Turner collected a number of transcripts from
original sources bearing on. Nonconformist history in the
seventeenth century, and these he was most generous in lending to’
others who shared his interests. Mrs. Turner has now presented
this collection of manuscripts to Dr. Williams’ Library. It
includes papers on the religious life of London during the
Interregnum, based on material drawn from the records at the
Guildhall and elsewhere. -Extracts from the State Papers in the
Record Office concerning Nonconformity in London from 1662-:
1672, transcripts of the clerical subsidy rolls of 1661, transcripts
of the lists of persons presented in the ecclesiastical courts of a
number of English dioceses for their nonconformity between
1662 and 1685, as well as memoranda on seventeenth-century’
dissent in Berkshire, Hampshire, Dorset, Leicestershire, Bristol,
Reigate, Deptford, and other places. By her gracious act Mrs.
Turner has made easily accessible to students important material
which would have been difficult or impossible for them to get at’
otherwise, _ .
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