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FROM THE SECRETARY’'S DESK.

UR Annual Meeting promises to be of exceptional
interest for our retiring president—the Rev.
J. H. Rushbrooke, M.A.—has only just returned from
his third visit to the continent this year, so that his
facts and figures will be right up to date. He has a thrilling
story of tragic suffering and splendid heroism.
<> < <
Then the Rev. Gwilym Davies, M.A., has a very definite pro-
posal to place before us and one which I personally believe will
be much appreciated by a large number of our members. It is
indeed ‘‘ A Challenge and a Task,” and I hope will be wery
thoroughly discussed.
< < <
Brethren will be gratified to learn that this year I have
handed over to the Treasurer something like five times as many
subscriptions as is usual for the first three months of the year.
I do not take this as an indication of increased wealth, but of
renewed interest in the B.M.F.U.
<> < <
There is another feature which has characterised this year,
it is that an exceptional number of brethren have gone out of
their way to endorse their subscription slips with an expression
of appreciation of my services. It is a privilege to be of any
service to my hrethren, and I feel very fully rewarded when I
get such kindly expressions.
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Forms are quite ready for those Fraternals which desire to
be affiliated with us. No subscription is expected from a Fra-
ternal as such, except in the case of Associations. In subsequent
igsues there will appear a list of affiliated Fraternals, with the
names and addresses of the secretaries, This list should be of
especial value to missionaries on furlough who, we hope, will he
welcome as honorary members of the Fraternal in the locality
they may happen to reside.

> >

The recent article on the Lay Preacher has called forth some
interesting correspondence, in consequence of which I would ven-
ture to urge that our Fraternals should invite the lay preachers
of their localities to tea-table conferences, at which the whole
matter raised in that article can be discussed very frankly. I
am sure it would be of great walue to all concerned and clear
away many misunderstandings.

<> > <

One brother enclosed an addressed and stamped envelope
with his subscription, consequently the sending of the receipt
was a very simple matter for the secretary, and the B.M.F.U.
was saved the postage. I particularly appreciated the thought
and saving of labour, and if the plan were generally adopted the
treasurer would appreciate the addition to the funds.

<> < <

Just ag this is going to press there comes the announcement
of the home call of Dr. G. P. /Gould. Scarcely any man in our
denomination will be missed more than he, especially by his
brethren in the ministry. He not only served our Union splen-
didly during his year of Presidency, but as a member of the com-
mittee he was most regular in attendance, and always ready to
advise and suggest. We shall miss his sorely.

Professor 8. W. Green, M.A., has kindly consented to write
a memoir of the Doctor for the next issue of our magazine.

<> <> o

The subject of Union is in all our thoughts, so that the

articles in ‘this issue on the two sides of this subject—that of
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anion with other churches of our own faith and order, and that
of union with denominations—will be appreciated by many as
they do not deal with mere theory but with definite experiments.
Will other brethren send, on posteards, just brief statements of
specianl ways in which this spiritual union is being realised. If
brethren will respond to this request pretty generally, we shall
be able to form some idea as to how the movement is progress-
ing throughout the country. Please send your postcard.

O
*

*THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM.”
By Principel H, WHERELER ROBINSON, M.A.

HAVE been asked by the Secretary to subject to & critical

examination the five or six pages bearing the above title

in Professor David Smith’s ¢ Life and Letters of Sit.

Paul,” which was reviewed in the January jssue of *‘ The
Fraternal.”” 1 gincerely hope that the rest of the book, which I
have not read, is of a different quality.

In the first half of this appendix, devoted to the ‘‘ mode,”
it is claimed that Immersion, FEffusion and Aspersion are all
represented in the New Testament: ¢ the sacred writers not
merely make distinet allusion to all the three modes, but unfold
the symbolic significance of each.”” I girded up my loins—sym-
bolically, as Dr. Smith would say—when I read this perplexing
statement, and hurried over ‘¢ Immersion ’’ to consider the New
Testament evidence for ‘‘pouring’’ and ‘¢ sprinkling.”  For
‘* pouring '’ there is nothing but a reference to the Pentecostal
baptism of the Holy Spirit, which ‘‘is presently defined as an
‘outpouring’ or ‘effusion’ (vers, 16, 17, 33: 'Ekcheo, *Execheen).
Cf. Tit. iii. 4-6. It could not have been thus designated unless
effusion had been a recognised mode of adminigtration; and the
symbolic value of this mode lies in its proclamation of the essen-
tial truth that the grace of the Sacrament is an operation of the
Holy Spirit.”” Here the author has failed to notice three facts
that utterly destroy his argument: (1) that people do pour
things out of jugs, even when they are not baptizing by
¢ effusion,” and that this usage would supply the figure of
“ pouring *’ equally well; (2) that the Greek verb on which. he
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relies is the Sepluagint rendering of the Hebrew verb used in
Joel ii. 28, ¢ I will pour owb my spirit upon all flesh,” the pas-
sage from which these references are derived, but if the use of
the Greek verb in Acts proves baptism by * pouring’’ in the
days of Peter, not less does it prove baptism by pouring in the
days of Joell (3) the reference to Titus not only containsg the
figure of a * pouring’’ of the Spirit, but also a direct reference
to the ‘‘bath’’ of regeneration, i.e., immersion. As for sym-
bolism, how does effusion rather than jmmersion prove that ‘¢ the
grace of the Sacrament is an operation of the Holy Spirit,”” and
where is this symbolism presented in the New Testament?

I turn to the New Testament evidence for aspersion as a recog-
mised mode of the administration of baptism, and am sent to
Heb. x. 22: ‘‘ Let us draw near with a true heart in fulness of
faith, having our heamts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and
our body bathed with pure water.”” As evidence for the mean-
ing of this, Dr. Smith quotes Jerome—Jerome of the fourth or
fifth century—who says in comment on another passage (FEzek.
xxxvi. 25, 26), ‘‘the new heart and the new spirit are given
through effusion and the sprinkling of water.”” But instead of
going back to Ezekiel and forward to Jerome, why does not Dr.
Smith look at the direct referemce to the ‘¢ bathing’’ of the
bapttized in this very verse? The figurative reference to sprink-
ling is fully explained by the Levitical ceremonies of the Old
Tegtament; the reference to the mode of baptism is perfectly
definite—it is a ‘“ bath.” What else has the author to offer,
then, as evidence for New Testament aspersion? The fact (that
there are textual variants in Mk. vii. 4 and Rev. xix. 13, repre-
senting both ¢ immerse’ and ¢ eprinkle ’’—the inference being
that these verbs were synonyms, a quite inconclusive argument,
even if we knew the date of these vartants; and an appeal to
** The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles,’” which names immersion
and effusion, but does not mention aspersion at all. But the
most surprising argument of all is a reference to 1 Cor. x. 2,
* where Aspersion and Immersion appear side by side.” Look
up the passage and you will read ‘“and were all baptized unto
Moses in the cloud and in the sea.”” I imagine tthat whilst the
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sea stands for immersion, the cloud (in the light of modern
meteorology) does duty for a method of aspersion! All that is
clear to me is that the argument moves in a Scotch mist. I
really cannot believe in either the scholarship or the judgment
of a man who offers such an argument as this.

In regard to {he subjects of baptism, we move
along less original lines. We are told that mjs-
sionary baptism, then and now is necessarily of adults,
but that the promise was “to you and to your children?’ -
(Adts ii. 37-39), and that the households -of Lydia and the jailer
were baptized, ‘‘plainly implying that the faith of the head of
the house availed vicariously for his family (cf. 1 Cor. vii. 14).”
I reply, without any elaboration of familiar points, that mission-
ary baptism being a moral and responsible act, those who say
thivt baptism also existed as a non-moral and irresponsible act
Bo far as the recipient was concerned must prove and not assume
their case; that the reference to ‘‘your children” does not
mean children as children, but descendants who comply with
Peter’s primary demand, '‘ Repent’’ (does *‘the children of
Tsrael”’ necessarily mean infante in arms?); that the baptism
of households can prove nothing until we have evidence that such
‘“households >’ included inflants. As for the reference to the
holiness of believers’ children (1 Cor. vii. ‘14), this is sufficiently
explained by that ‘¢ relational’’ holiness, which comes by asso-
ciation or contact. The argument of Paul is that the unconverted
husband or wife is to be treated as ‘‘ sanctified ” or ‘‘ made
holy '’ by the marital tie, just as the (unconverted) child is by
the parental tie. If this reference proves that an unconverted
child would have been baptized by Paul, it equally proves that
he would have baptized an unconverted man or woman. A
further argument offered is that baptism replaces circumcision,
on the evidence of Col. ii. 11, 12 (cf. Rom. iv. 11). But since
Paul speaks here of ¢ a circumcision not made with hands,” is
#t not clear that he is thinking of the spiritual significance of
baptism, not of an analogy with the time of circumcision, es-
pecially as he is wddressing fthose who biave been raised
*“ through faith '’? I cannot resist saying with regard ‘to this
hoary, but not venerable argument, that the argument for the
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baptism of ¢ Christian ” infants, because of the cincumcision of
Jewish infants, is no more convincing than the argument that
because male infants only could be cir;:umcised, therefore male
infants only ought to be beptized. What would the Apostle
have said to such an inference from the faith in which there is
neither male nor female?

Dr. Smith goes on to cite Origen—Origen of the third cen-
tury—in proof that infant baptism was an apostolic custom. He -
then proceeds to say ¢ Its legitimacy went unclmllenged until
post-Reformation days.”’ Has he never heard of such people as
the Paulicians in the eight and ninth cemturies, or the Petro-
brusians in the twelfth? We have here examples of a clear
denial of infant baptism in both the East and the West. But I
should more readily forgive Dr. Smith igmorance of his subject
than the writing of such monsense as this: ‘“as the Pauline
doctrine of Imputation and the scientific law of Heredity pro-
claim, ‘the efficacy of faith is vicarious.” I do not recognize
that as theology, and I feel confident that my biological friends
would not accept it as science.

I have written frankly, withowt any wish to be personally
discourtesus. The truth is well summed up by Loofs, an impar-
tinl scholar, ‘‘ Infant baptism, first demonstrable in Irenaeus,
still contested by Tertullian, was for Origen an apostolic cus-
tom.” As for the mode, there is no doubt that effusion was
practised from, perheps, the sub-Apostolic period, as an alter-
native to immersion, but there seems to be no evidence for as-
persion until the thirteenth century (when Innccent III. sanc-
tioned saliva as a means of baptism in mnecessity). The real
attack on the Baptist position should be made on quite
different lines from those of Dr. Smith. Admitting that the
Baptists have substantially continued the New Testament bap-
tism, in regard to mode and to subject, is it worth while? or is
it pedantic trifling in an age of vital issues? I need mnot say
that I believe there is a fully adequate Baptist reply, even to
this line of attack. But if I were a Paedo-baptist controver-
sialist, like Dr. Smith, this would be the line of my assault.
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THE WORD * BAPTIST.”
By REV. W. H. HADEN, M.A.

I

Do not like the word ‘ Baptist.”’ It leaves unsaid so
much that needs to be said. And when men say ‘ Bap-
tist Denomination’ I am no more happy. It seems to
tell the world that I am one who belongs to the outposts
of the great Chmistian Church. I have a love for the word
““ Catholic.”” It has range: it is comprehensive. It geems to
be just what I want. QCall me a Churchmen and I assent; but
call me @ Catholic Ohurchman, and you ‘much more satisfy me.

Then why still be called ** Baptist,”” and keep up this inner
quarrel? Then I said that I would have this quarrel out. The
word should mean something to me, or it should go. And so I
began all over agnin to find out how it came into use—how men
ever since Apostolic days had fought for conscience, and how
much the fighting had centred around the believer’s act of bap-
tism. And I found afresh that the wonderful word and work
of Christ, setting free the conscience of men, requires some in
every generation watchful of those who would impose upon the
cohscience the vain traditions of men.

And so I re-discovered that ‘‘ Baptist’’ is a fighting word:
that it is a Battle-Cry. I learned anew that it stands for those
whose hearts God has touched; and who have come out from
the crowd of men, to be free—free before God and man. And
that such men and women live to secure freedom for every other
living soul. And in the remembrance of these things my
QCatholic soul was comforted,

II.

But I am still much exercised, because I find on every hand
the great word ‘ Catholic’’ used by those who are not Catholic
—this rangeful and all-embracing word used by those who are
not all-embracing. And I find this blood-dipped word ‘‘Baptist’
used by thote who are not free, and who do not give freedom
to others.
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And I hark back to my * Baptist Denomination,”” and ask:
How stands it now in this mighty matter? And I find it in
the Army of Truth, still with a great work to do; and right at
the centre of the Citadel of Man-Soul. To it is committed the
task of keeping the way of the kingdom of heavien open to all
believers. The ¢ Crown Rights’’ of Jesus still have need of
defenders. The Baptist Denomination stands to preserve to the
world the truth of the soul’s freedom to find its way to Ged
through Chrigt alone. And, further, for that other twin truth’
that all men are sons of one Heuvenly Father, and have an ob-
ligation and a right to live a free, full, and noble earthly life.

III.

The Baptist must be catholic: he must be comprehensive.
As he would have no mam stand between himself and his God,
s0 must he not dare to sthind between another and his God.
And a8 he would have no man hinder the fullest freedom and
glory of his own earthly life, so must he not dare to hinder the
fullest freedom and glory of another’s earthly life.

One day the Baptist will ghine in his full-orbed catholic
glory: when his battlecry shall be no longer required of him;
and when the wlhy of God shall be known by all men to be an
open way, none hindering; and when the fullest life on earth
shall be possible to all, none preventing. Meanwhile he is re-
quired; his name is wanted in the earth. And he serves best
his day who is called ¢ Baplist,”” not by hiding his light under
a bushel, but by putéing it on a candlestick, that it may light
all who are in the house.

< a2



THE FRATERNAL.

THE PREACHING OF THE CROSS,
AND THE AFTERMATH OF THE WAR,

VIDENCE of the fact that the moral problems of the

‘War still persist is seen in the public interest evoked

by the production of a recent play, therefore I make

no apology for the seemingly belated reply to a former

paper, ‘‘ The Effect of the War upon the Preaching of the
Cross > was the subject of a dainty literary contribution, and
at the same bime a poignant humam document, eloquent of a
great mental afid spiritual conflict, by Mr. B. G. Collins in the
‘‘ Fraternal.”” DPersonally, his reading of the War problem in
the light of the Cross, ie., the rewedlation of a suffering God,
saving by sherifice, instead of simplyfying the awful problems
that had loomed in the course of the War, rather increased the
darkness, and tended to make the future outlook an im-
penetmble curtain, apart from the conceded claim that the pro-
tagonisis of Right and Humanity tred the way of the Cross
after Christ. I must confess that I rose in hot revolt from Mr.
Collins’s implication of an immanent God, in the self-limitations
of a finite God in the world, as Chiist confessedly was in his.
Incarnation and sacrificial work. Surely there is evidence
enough in the results of the frightful conflict that the judgments
of God were abroad in the Earth—in the smashing of the Prus-
sianism that had become a menace to world progress—in the
shatitering of its dream of world-dominakion, and the unspeak-
able humiliation and overthrow of the crowned and uncrowned
nuthors tind inspirers of the War. My own heart found com-
fort and rest in the belief that the godless trend of the life of
the most civilised and nominally Christian peoples (of course
Gllustalated at its worst in Germany) found its Nemesis in the
aloofness of God in a world that had become imsensate encugh
to dare the experiment of exiling God from its purview, and
whas permitted to experience to the full the logical results of its
{Atheism, even as God does not interfere with the working out

of the same experiment in tndividual lives. But to mnarrow
/
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down our belief in God to a finite conception of him, a continued
kenosis of prerogative, though not of attribute is to abridge the
Doctrine of God revealed in Creation, in human story and in the
Scriptures, to the level of W. James’s dogmatism and to take
away our Lord. Mr. Collins himself was driven for refuge to
the Infinite Holiness, but to limit our conception of God, to a
finite, suffering God, would force us to the corollary of the co-
existence of am almost Omnipotent power of evil. Of course,
the smoke and bewildering effects of the upheavels, for the
foundations of great deeps were broken up, have not sufficiently
cleared away for any dispassfonate historian to limm its proved
lessons and moral meamnings. Dr. Campbell Morgan seems to
have found anchorage im the moral philesophy that evils are
sometimes permitted to work out their own destruction in the
monal Government of God, and we are entitled to say that war
bas never received such a death-warrant, in spite of the after-
math of the of the conduct of newly emancipated peoples whose .
national consciousness has made them heady, and who must be
regarded as abnormal. The endurance of the Cross and the
colossal sacrifice of eager and hergic souls for the sake of some-
thing greater than patriotism may certainly be regarded as a
filling up of that which is behind the sufferings of Christ, for
the world’s sake, and the Star of Hope that has arisen from the
joy set before us in the birth of the League of Nations, despite
the sore travail of its advemt, may yet prove worth the awful
price paid for it. Besides the terrific revelation of the unsus-
pected power of moral evil among the peoples of the world in
the lurid flare of the war may and ought to save us from the
precipice toward which our progress down the slope was leading
us. Swurely, it is not too much to claim that the tardy recogni-
tion of an Omnipotent God, demonstrated in the great Inter-
oessary Assemblies on the fourth anmiversary of the War, was
inspired by the falith that God was Infinite in power and good-
ness, and we” have to date the turn of the tide victorywards
from that historic day. I can contribute nothing to the prob-
Jem of Belgian and Serbian sufferings except the ;refmarkalble
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coincidences in Belgian sufferings to the Comgo atrocities in
connection with rubber exploitation that made Belgium rich, but
surely a tremendously solemn lesson is writ large by the War,
that Evil, of which war is but one hydra-phase does involve in-
calculable suffering to the innocent, and that its ramifications
are as morally and physically appalling as they are immeasur-
able. The aftermath of the War as far as we are concerned
must surely be the enthronisation of the preaching of the Cross,
as the supreme thing in our ministry, and the conviction that
the Cross is the trysting-point of Recopsiliation and Peace be-
tween God and mam, and between diverse man, as we have al-
ready learned of Paul, who dogmattically assures us that the
declared Divine purpose is to reconcile rival and diverse nations
into one body by the Cross, having slain the enmity thereby.
God have mercy upon us if our preaching has not become, as
the result of the War, the Preaching of the Cross with an in-
tensity of conviction and compassion unknown before, and’ if
there has not been burned into our souls that there is some-
thing men and nations need to be saved from. ¢ Perishing is a
moral ‘process,”’ and the world has been neaver the edge of an
awful abyss, and is still, than it has been in the whole 'scope
of human story. But our faith for the future 'must have an
Infinite God in it, and an Infinite Love more than equal to the
almost~overwhelming flood of human sin, as well as the Revela-
tion at the Cross of a suffering and sacrificing God, Who onee
in the end of the world appeared to put away sin by the sacri-
fico of himself. T am not sure that the vindication of God is
anywhere promised on this planet, though it makes the demand
of a Future Judgment a tremendous moral necessity—when unto
the Principalities and Powers in Heavenly places shall be made
known the manmifold 'wisdom of God.

g
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THE REASSURANCE OF FAITH,
By REV. LEWIS BARTLEIT. '

“But I am sick, and I am sad,
Angd T need Thee, O Lord.’”’ ~—Canomn Ainger.

T. PAUL tells us to “ be strong in the Lord, and in the
strength of Hig might,”’ and our whole heart cries out
that it may be so. But it has seemed to me for a long
time, speaking generally of Christian experience, that

we ‘are not really sure of Christ, and it is that lack of certainty
which is largely the cause of the Church’s weakness. One of
our saddest experiences is the feeling of ineffectualness, and in
and with that, the thought of the possible break-up of faith. If
we truly believe. It is a gmeat thing to go om faithfully when
we are ladking in assuramce, but it is a state with which we
ought never to be contented. We need a mighty centre of in-
fluence in our lives; something, too, that never changes, some-
thing to which we can always return and from which we can
always return and from which we can "dmaw everything else,
something outside of curselves that remains the same in gpite
of all our abberrations, something that we can say i8 true. One
of the things that tend to confuse the faith of sensitive souls is
the feeling, a true enocugh one in itself, that their sinfulness
tends to make it impossible for them to be sure of their faith.
They feel rightly that sin has blurred their conscience and ob-
scured their vision—how then can they trust their insight? And
yet in this very state their greatest need of all is that very cer-
tainty which their condition seems to preclude. If I need to
be pure in heart to see God, and am not pure in heart, how
oan I be sure that what I see is really God? I canmot see God
unless I am pure in heart, and on the ather hand it is only the
vision of God that can purify me. Sinners must be able to
know their Saviour. ¢ They that are whole 'need not a physi-
cian, but that are sick,’”” and if we are spiritually sick, we can
at least see 'that we are they whom ‘Jesus came to heal. And
there will come ‘a3 verification of our faith if we will thoroughly
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trust it. That trust is indeed a true ¢ doing of the will”’ which
will lead us to ““ know of the ‘teaching.” To say “*I have sinned
and am ashamed and brokem-hearted,’” and then to go to the
words, ¢ The blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanseth us from all
sin,” and say, “I am going to believe them; I do take it for
granted that they are true, and that I am therefore forgiven
and cleansed ’—#hat will bring us a restoration of faith and joy
and purity that we cannot doubt to be from Giod, and we will
get about our duties with a good heart again. Many and many
a Christian has need of this same faith as in the day of his
conversion. There are times when we feel as if all is undone
between ourselves and God.

When we feel a ‘termible uproar in our whole inner life, if
we will go away #o God, lie down in exhaustion, iand look for
some word of grace, there will come a message—perhaps this, ‘I
have been crucified with Christ>—and the words will speak
themselves over and over to our souls, and we shall believe that
they are true. We shall feel that we Teally have shared in
Christ’s crucifixion, that our arms were in spirit stretched out on
the tree with Him—saved ;—and there will be our fixed point.
Now ‘we shall derive everything from that, all cur thoughts and
ways, our doings and our submissions, the whole conduct of life,
its spirtt and sacrifice, and we shall be free to get about the
business of life with a joyful freedom of spirit which we could
not have when it seemed that our own salvation was at stake.
We do need ‘“a heart at leisure from dtself ’’ to give ourselves
freely and happily to any outward duties. While my whole con-
cern is with my inner life and my own relationship to Christ, I
camnot .give myself up as T should do to the duties that are be-
fore me. I need lto feel 'that that is sebtled, that henceforth I
may take it for granted as a thing that does not need constant
investigation and verification. Many things need revision. Our
growing thoughts and experience must be allowed to play on
much that we believe. But there must be some things that we
work from rather tthan to, that are not at all & result of our
faith, but a source of it. I think God has given us moments
that we are sure are from Him, moments that we therefore feel
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are above criticism, and which remain for us normative, govern-
ing forces. One of such moments is the coming into contact with
the blood of Jesus as our recovery and hope, and henceforth we
must keep the faith and set everything else by it, instead of
seeking further proof and assurance. There comes m time when
it is settled. We have read arguments and mrguments in all the
best books we know on the atonement, and have never perhaps
been quite sure till there has come some inner experience, in
which we have Telt ‘that it is true. Now we will set about our
Lfe in the fa#h of it, end ‘‘ go our way in peace.”

SR, Y
"

Working for Union.

(1). UNION WITH OTHER DENOMINATIONS.

By Rev. W. BROADBENT (Brockley Road Baptist Church).

HE mention of the Borough of Deptford in the South-

East of London, may not kindle the imagination and

raise enthusiasm in these days as it once did in its

historic past, in the times of John Evelyn and Samuel

Pepys: yet even in this apparently unromantic south-east

borough, with its complex social problems, splendid pioneer work
is being done in the matter of Christian Re-Union,

It is the story not of a few months or a year, but of years.
And the ideal was born in prayer and has been continued in the
like spirit.

Some years back the several Established and Free Churches
united for the Week of Prayer in the month of January. From
that has developed the remarkable work amongst the Churches,
which is now characteristic of the Borough.

Having been privileged to take some part in the initial
stages of our present organisation, and being in touch all along
and now serving as Vice-Chairman, I have been asked just to
state what we do.
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As Churches of the borough we formed ourselves into the
““ Deptford Council of Christian Churches,”” with our motto “One
in Christ Jesus.”” Practically all the Established and Free
Churches are in membership. The Council consists of the
ministers and clergy from each church and three representatives
(one of which must be a woman) elected by the Church. This
Council is a strong representative of the best life of our Churches.
It meets quarterly and at other times when occasion arises.
Then we have an Executive Committee which meets monthly,
and on this executive the balance of Established and Free
Churches is Trecognised and representation is half and half. Thus
we have the Executive meeting monthly and the General Council
meeting quarterly.

Now what has been done, and what is hoped to be done?

The United Week of Prayer in the opening days of January
is arranged by the Executive and held in our respective Churches,
a different church each evening. We divide into two groups only,
North and South Deptford, and have one big united gathering.
Thus we meet unitedly in each other’s Churches for prayer.

We have a quarterly United Service, meeting first in an
Established and then a Free Church. We have no difficulty about
this, and we Free Churchmen preach from the Established
Church pulpits and vice versa. These quarterly services are a
feature of the Christian life of the borough. When the Service
is held in the Established Church we recognise their Order of
Service, in a Free Church, our order.

Open-air United meetings are to be held every Sunday even-
ing for four months this summer after our own services. We
divide into three groups and have a fizxed place for each.

‘We also have United Open-air Services on Good Friday and
other special days.

We are recognised by the civic authorities. In any gather-
ing where the Borough Council wish for a Service or to have a
religious element introduced they write to the Council, and we
make the arrangements. The Service of Remembrance was ar-
ranged in this way last November. In March there was the un-
veiling and dedication of War Memorials in the Council Chamber
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at the Town Hall. The Borough Council again wrote asking us
to arrange and conduct the Dedication Service. Thus we have
no consideration at all as to ‘‘rights.” We just work together,
nay, as one, in all civic functions.

The work of the Executive and Council is manifold. We
wabch matters of licensing, gambling, lotteries, and borough
affairs. The social aspect is recognised. On one occasion we
fought a Guardians’ election as a Christian Council because we
could not support the other person nominated, and I rejoice to
say our candidate won the seat. We have also sent deputa-
tions to the three political parties in the borough, arranged for
a round table conference at the last municipal election, and had
one idea—the raising of the tone of the election and of the ideal
of citizenship.

It will be recognised that socially we can as a united body
prove very effective in our witness in the horough.

We also arrange for special gatherings for the inspiration
and guidance of Christian workers. @ We have had wonderful
meetings when the Bishop of Woolwich has spoken, and Dr. J.
D. Jones. Other like meetings are eing arranged.

Our great ideal at present is for a United Crusade, «
Christian witness to the borough. This is involving tremendous
work. We want the borough and the ‘¢ outsider ”’ to know we
are one when we have this great crusade and witness. At the
present time ‘‘ Messengers’ are visiting the several churches,
two and two. An Established Church minister and a Free
Church minister visits and addresses special gatherings at the
several churches. We are just hoping, praying and working for
this crusade to be a wonderful blessing to our borough.

Much more could be stated, but this will give an idea of
what is being done. The spirit of Union is just wonderful and
we know each other as ministers; there are no rivalries, we are
working together for The Kingdom., Why, in our Baptist Church
at Brockley Road, we have had a Vicar preaching from the pulpit
and at the same time six Established and four Free Churchmen
in the Communion.
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I have said nothing about our Fraternal, but that follows
as a matter of course. We have our monthly Fraternal of
ministers and clergy, and we have a printed syllabus right up to
the end of this year.

Space will not permit me to tell of the effect all this is
having on our Church life, and the borough; meeting at each
other’s Churches and in Council, our laymen are just splendid.
They are heart and soul with us and in any enterprise we under-
take stand by us and help us. I might even say that a sug-
gestion has been made for an United Communion Service for
Clergy and Ministers.

‘While one feels much can be done by way of argument in
this great ideal of Union, yet perhaps more can be done by defi-
nite work in our own districts. Logic seldom unites, but our
common ‘work here has made us passionately desirous to do all
we can for a United Witness and United Service in our borough.

(2). UNION WITH OTHER CHURGHES.

By t‘he Rev. F. E. HALL (St. Margaret’s-on-Thames).

URING my ministry in a small town where there were
four Baptist Churches, it was felt that there ought
to be more fraternity among the officers and mem-
bers of the Churches of a like faith and order. As

in many other similar cases we were so independent that we had
become ¢‘little gardens walled around,” with plenty of broken
glass on the top of the wall. There wasa growing conviction that
such things ought not to be. In the case in question two of
the Churches had settled ministers, one was served by a gifted
layman as honorary pastor, and at the other the services were
conducted by local supplies. A united mceting of the pastors
and deacons was called and a very helpful conference was held.
As a result a Fraternal of pastors and deacons was formed, and
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it was agreed to meet monthly. This Fraternal had the desired
effect of bringing the Churches closer together. We met in turn
at each Church, and subjects such as * The Unity of the Baptist
Church upon the principal of one town, one Church,”’ were dis-
cussed. The order of worship, the Sacraments, support, and
personal experiences were also topics which occupied our atten-
tion. There was always a season of prayer, and the Church
visited provided simple hoapitality, which closed the proceedings.
Out of this grew s quarterly United Baptist Church meeting,
when the whole of the members of the four Churches were in-
vited to a gathering in a central place. These meetings were
times of real refreshing. ‘We appointed a Chairman, and one to
give an address upon a subject agreed upon touching our Church
life. Several times a Prayer, Praise and Testimony Meeting was
held, when three or four were asked to be prepared to speak of
their Christian experience, and these meetings rank amongst the
most memorable, and the most inspiring. The quarterly Tnited '
meetings always closed with the observance of the Lord’s Supper.
These Fraternal and quarterly meetings were acknowledged to
be the most fruitful experience ever known locally. A door
was made from one ¢ garden ”’ to the other. The strong helped
the weak, and the weak became stronger. A spirit of real
brotherhood was fostered, and the Churches felt they were fused
into one Church. It may not be possible to do exactly the same
in a large centre, but even there, it could be done by districts
combining, so forming sub-centres. There is still need for a
greater unity and a closer fellowship between our own brethren
and members, and I feel sure that, if such Fraternals could be
formed and such meetings held, that our experience would be re-
peated. We are talking about Unity on a large scale; would it
not he better to begin in a smaller way first and bring our-
selves into a real vital organism?
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USEFUL AND HELPFUL.

On my desk in front of me are two books of especial value
to ministers, and both from the Julson Press—the American Bap-
tist Publication Society. One is entitled, * World Stories
Retold,” by Dr. W. J. Sly, and the other ‘¢ Friday’s Foot-
prints,”’ by Miss M. T. Applegarth.

The former is simply invaluable to ministers, for it contains
not only nearly two hundred five-minute classic stories, most de-
lightfully told, but also six chapters on * The Art of Story-
Telling,’’” which are most suggestive and instructive.

After reading this book, and Miss Applegarth’s inimitable
and vivid missionary stories, one is only sorry that there are
but fifty-two Sundays in the year for children’s sermonettes, and
one begins instinctively to seek for fresh opportunities for tell-
ing storjes, and especially such ones as are contained in these
two choice volumes.

If ministers will bring these books to the notice of parents
and Sunday School teachers they will not only earn their grati-
tude, but also that of the children to whom these stories are
retold that is if the tellers benefit by the hints, suggestions and
example of the authors, ‘

I might add that a booklet entitled ‘ Pastor’s Helps >’ mani-
fects the fact that this Society is making itself simply indis-
pensable to the ministers. I am certain that if we ministers
this side of the Atlantic utilsed and supported our
own Publication Department more adequately we would
also be catered for more efficiently. There is need for
a far larger wuse of handbooks, manuals, and record-
books on the part of our ministry, which use would help to re-
gulate and systematise the work of not a few whose efficiency
is being lessened by the lack of these very things—men who are
indeed ‘ happy-go-lucky,”” and they are not often lucky!
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