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THE BIBLICAL ILLUSTRATOR. 
II. JOHN. 

VEns. 1, 2. The elder unto the elect lady.-Truth the bond of love :-How mnch 
is implied vel'y often by the phrase or style with which a lettel' is begun or ended! 
How different is the formal " Sir " from " My dear Sir" ; and, again, how much 
does this differ from the intimacy which addresses by a. Christian name! Those 
different styles mean a great deal; and as it is now, so it was in the Apostolic age. 
St. John calls himself by way of endearment "the Presbyter," when writing to a 
family with which he has been long on terms of intimacy. Nothing is more welcome 
to persons of simple character who are in high office than an opportunity of laying 
its formalities aside; they like to address others and to.be themselves addressed in 
their personal capacity, or by a title in which there is more affection than fol'm. 
And he introduces himself to them by a description around which so ranch affection 
had gathered, and which seemed to have acquired a. new appropriateness in his 
advanced age. To whom cloes he write? "The Presbyter to the elect lady and her 
children." It may be that the word trnnslated "lady" is really a proper name, 
"Kyria." She was an elderly person, probably a widow, living with her grown-up 
children. When St. John says that she was loved by "all them that knew the 
truth," he makes it plain that her name was at least well known in the Asiatic 
Churches, and that she was a person of real and high excellence. What Dorcas 
was to St. Peter; what Lydia of Philippi, and Phrebe of Cenchrea, and Priscilla, 
and many others were to St. Paul, such was this Christian lady to St. John. I. 
THE ATMOSPIIBRE OF THIS FRIENDSHIP WAS SINCERITY. "Whom I love," not in the 
truth (there is no article in the original), but" in truth." Not "truly": St. John 
would have used an adverb to say that. What he means is that trnth-trnth of 
thought, truth of feeling, truth of speech and intercourse-was the very air in which 
his affection for this Christian lady had grown up and maintained itself. And the 
word which he uses to describe this affection points to the same conclusion. It 
stands for that kind of affection which is basecl on a reasoned perception of excellence 
in its object; and thus it is the word which is invariably used to describe the love 
that man ought to have for God. But such a love as this between man anil man 
grows up and is fostered in an atmosphere of truthfulness. It is grounded not on 
feeling or passion, but on a reciprocal conviction of simplicity of purpose; and, 
being true in its origin, it is true at every stage of its development. That the sense 
of a common integrity of purpose, a common anxiety to be true, and to recognise 
truth, is an atmosphere especially favournble to the growth of persomil friendships, 
is observ11,ble at this moment in Engl11,nd among students of the n11,turnl sciences. 
The common investigation, prosecuted day by day, into natural facts and ]11,ws ; the 
assurance of a common nobility of purpose, of a common liability to failure, of a 
common anxiety to pursue and proclaim fact-creates a feeling of brotherhood 
which traverses other differences, rtnd is an enrichment of human life. St. John 
loved this lady and her chilclren "in truth" ; rtnd therefore he dicl not hesitate, 
when occasion made it a duty, to put a strain on their rtffection. Those who ]U\·e 
in truth, like St. John, can, when it is necessary to clo so, carry out St. P,inl's 
precept about speaking the trnth in love. St. John, as 11, great master of faith an,! 
charity, could be at once tencler ancl uncompromising. It was necess,iry in these 
days at Ephesus. There were clrtngers to which the apostle could not close his eyes. 
His love was not rt vltgue sentiment, unregnhited by ,my principle; it w,is a low of 
all men, but it was pre-eminently a love of c,ich man's immortiil soul. Therefore 
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in proportion to its sinC'erity n.nd intensity it wns outspoken. It would be well if 
lhNC' wns more' o~ love in truth, n.s distinct from Joye by impulse, n.mong us; n.mong 
those' of ns, for rnst,nnC'e, who n.re n.lrendy bound to C'nch other by ties of nntuml 
n.tTcdion. SincNity do0s not chill natuml loYC ; but it mises 11, mere pn.ssion to tho 
rnnk of a morn! power. How mnch trouble might p:trcnts not ~:we their children 
in nfll'r yen.rs by 11, litLle plain speaking, dict,tterl, not by the desire to 11,ssert 
nuthority, but ~y simple ittTection ! Too often pitrents love their children, not 
111 truth, but with a pmely selfish love. They will not risk 11, p11,ssing misunder­
standing, ernn for the sn.ke of the child's best interests hercn.fter. II. ,vnAT WAB 

Tm: MOTIYE-I'OWER OF ST. JoHN's LOVE? St. John replies "For the Truth's sn.kc 
which dwelleth in us, and slrnll he with us for ever." He'n.dds tho,t n.11 who kne1; 
the truth share in this affection. lly the truth St. John here means o. something 
the Yery exist.enre of which itppenrs improbable or impossible to some minds in our 
own <lny. He mcnns it body of o,scerlnined facts about God, n.bout the soul, o,bout 
the means of reaching God, itnd being blessed by Him, nbout the eterna.l future, 
nbout the true rule of mitn's conduct, nnd the true secret of his hn.ppiness o,nd well­
being. Other knowledge which human beings possess is no doubt true; such, for 
iustn.nce, n.s that which enables us to make the most of the visible world in which 
Goel hns placed us. But St. John calls this higher lmowledge the truth; o,s being 
incomparably more important; as interesting man, not merely in his capacity of a 
creitture of time, but in his cnpacity of o, being destined for eternity. And this 
truth, ns St. John conceived it, was not merely a set of propositions resting upon 
evidence. It was that: but it was more. It centred in o, Person whom St. John 
had seen, heard, touched, handled; who ho.d died in a,gony, and had risen in 
triumph from death, and had left the world with an o,ssura.nce that He would return 
to judge it. To share this faith wo,s to sha.re a bond of common a,ffection. To ha,ve 
the so.me ideal of conduct before the soul; the same view of the meaning of life; 
the same hopes :111d fears n.bout that which will follow it; above all, the same 
devotion to a, Person-the Incomparable Person of Jesus Christ--wo.s to have a 
vast fund of common sympathy. To us it might have seemed that, with the Church 
expanding around him, St. John's mind would have been wholly occupied with the 
larger interests of administration; and that he would have had no leisure to a.ttend 
to the wants of individuals. Aud if St. John ha.d been only a statesmo.u, 
endco,vouring to carry out a great policy,' or only a philosopher intent upon 
diffusing his idea.s, he would have contented himself, to use the modern phrase, 
-,,ith "acting upon the masses." But as an apostle of Christ he had a very different 
work to do: he had to save souls. And souls o,re to be saved, not gregariously, but 
one by one. They who are brought out of darkness and error into a knowledge and 
love of God mid His Blessed Son, generally are brought by the loving interest o,nd 
care of some serrnnt of Christ. No philosophy can thus create and combine. The 
philosophers of all a,ges, even if good friends among themselves, co,n only set up a 
fancied aristocracy of intellect for themselves, and are very jealous a.bout a.dmitting 
the people into the 0lympus of their sympathies. No political scheme can do this: 
history is there to answer. But love, with sincerity for its sphere, and with Jesus 
Christ for ils object, can do it. Love did it of old, love does it now. And, o,mong 
the counteracting and restorative influences which carry the Church of Christ 
unharmed through the animated and sometimes passionate discussion of public 
questions, private friendships, formed and strengthened in the a.tmosphere of a 
fearless sincerity, and knit and banded together b,r a common share in the faith 
of ages, are, humanly speaking, among the strongest. One o,nd all, we ma,y o.t 
some time realise to the letter the language of St. John to this Chrisiian mother. 
(Canon Liddon.) The elect lady :-I. ,vnAT THE APOSTLE 8Ays AS DESCRIPTIVE 
oF Hen cHAilACTEn. 1. John does not mean to represent her a.s faultless. He 
Yiews her not as infallible ancl impeccable, not beyond the need of cautions a.nd 
admonitions, which he therefo1·e administers. 2. Neither does he fumish us with 
a full delineation of her chara.cter, but gives us a few intima.tions which will ena.ble 
us to estimate her worth. (I) The foundation of a,ll her excellencies wa.s her 
personal and evangelical godliness. (2) Her regard to the truth is expressed by 
her "walking in it." Wa,lking implies life, action, and progress; o,nd she 
exemplified the influence of the pr~ciple by wal~ing in the knowledge ~f the 
truth ; in the practice of the truth ; m the profession of the truth; and m the 
senice of 1.he truth; or, as the apostle expresses it, in being a. "fellow-helper 
to the truth." (3) She seems to have been a woman of some rank 11nd distinction. 
(4) Again, we see that this excellent lady was in wedded life. Nothing, however,. 
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ls A1ticl of her husb1tnrl. This m1ty he 1tcconnte<l for in two w1ty,q, First, he mriy 
not h1tvo been It Christi1tn: 1tnd if so, 1tnd if when she m1trrierl him she was hmself 
11, ChriHti1tn, Ahe disrcg1tnlcrl the rerJnisition to m1trry" only in the Lord"; rinrl she 
Imel no re1tson to compl1tin or 1tny tri1tls resulting from it. Rut she m1ty hrive hn,n 
herself converted 1tfter the union; while he remriined in the s1tme state 11,,s fwfnre. 
Or, secondly, her husb1tncl might h1tve been rlcncl: 1trnl, considering the represcnt:ttion 
given hero of the st1tte of her family, this 11,ppenrs to be much more probahle tlrnn 
tha,t he wo.s 11, he11,then or 11,11 infidel. Now, if this was true, she had been caller! to 
sust11,in the most p1tinful of 11,ll bere11,vements, 11,nrl w1ts a widow; 11,nd 1t "wirlow 
indeed," for she wa,s 11, m11,tcrn1tl widow. Her "children," like herself, were " fonnrl 
wo.lking in truth." (5) l•'in1tlly, this" elect lady" had not only holy offspring, but 
pious connections 11,nd relo.tivcs. "The chil,lren of thine elect sister greet thee." If 
you so.y this wo.s no p1trt of her cha.meter, yet it w11,s, surely, no inconsidernhle pnrt 
of her ho.ppiness. And who co.n tell how fat· it was in 11,nswer to her prnyers, nnd 
the result of her ex11,mple, endeavours, 11,nd influence? II. '\.VHAT TTIP. APOSTLE: no1ss 
AS EXPRESSIVE OF nrs nEGARD. 1. He writes her nn epistle. How vnin would mnny 
feel, if they could show a letter 11,dclressecl to themselrns from 11,n extrnorcline1ry 
scholar, or genius, or statesman, or warrior-11, Chathnm, or a Wellington. \\'h,it 
wo.s it then to receive a letter thus indited ancl directed-" The elrle1· unto the elect 
lady and her children, whom I love in the truth." 2. He honours her not only with 
a leUer, but with a visit. (1) We ought to be thankflll for ink nnd pnper. They 
identify information; they perpetuate intelligence; they annihilate distance; they 
enable us to talk without being heard. - Still, however nimble the pen of 11, ready 
writer mny be, it cannot utter a thousnndth pnrt of the overflowings of the tongue. 
(2) We know not the place of the residence of this lady; nnd therefore we know 
not how far John had to travel: nor can we tell the mode of his conveyance; for 
he could hardly, at his age, travel on foot. He spenks of his intended journey with 
pleasure; yet he could not be insensible of the diJJiculties, clangers, and uncertainties 
of travelling; especially in those dnys, and uncler a weight of years. He, therefore, 
expresses himself conce1·ning it dependently and piously; and says, "I trust to 
come unto you" ; acknowledging the prnvidence of God, and confiding for the 
issue in Him. (3) But see the advnntnge which John desires and expects from 
the journey itself-" That our joy may be full." They were to be blessings to each 
other; not only the apostle to the disciple, but the disciple to the apostle. There is 
no such thing as independence : all are needful, all are useful. We are not only 
"one body in Ch1·ist," but "every one also members one of another." 3. The power 
of the social principle; and the value, not only of friendship, but of actual inter­
course. (1) How pleasing is it to meet "face to face," and commune, after long 
separation and absence; especially if, during that separation, we have experienced 
trying circumstances 11,nd perilous events. (2) How pleasing to meet "face to face," 
and commune, in the apartments and confinements of trouble. (3) How pleasing 
to meet "face to face," in the exercises of social devotion in the sanctuary. (-i) 
What will it be to meet " face to face " in heaven ? Then our joy will be fnll. 
(TV. Jay.) The salutation :-Present-day pressure has driven the good old style of 
epistolary Wl"iting out of the ma1·ket. The Church of Christ has well-nigh forgotten 
the power of the pen. We in trust all teaching to the tongue and the press. Pnrents, 
ministers, and Sunday-school teachers mny keep in touch with the hearts of their 
children o.nd scholo.rs by an occasional letter, brimful of holy thoughts and 
11,spirations. I. THE PERSON WHO SALUTES. "The elder." M,iny of the best 
expositors have naturally inferred thnt the o.postle used the term elder bec,tuse 
it ho.cl become an appel11ttive nmong the people owing to his old age. John 
was the only survivor of the wonderful Apostolic band. II. Trm PERso:-.s 
SALUTED, "The elect l1tdy 1tnd her children." 1. We know that she was a 
Christio.n. Elect in Christ Jesus is the full meaning, for the election of grace 
must not be separated from the means which bring it about. S,ilvation is not 
favouritism, but agreement. It is the effect that points to the cause, as the 
river reminds one of the source. 'fhis view of election is in hnrmony with 
human liberty and responsibility. 2. We know that she w,is a mother. With 
the c1tres of the household nnd nnxiety 1tbout their children, mothers ,ire often 
depressed. The truly pious root.her is more 11,nxious 11,bout the salrntioa of her 
children thnn 11,bout a.ny other nrntter. 3. ,ve know th1tt she was ,i mother 
surrouucled by her family. III. Tim ououxn OF llIUTU.\L u:-110:-1. "Whom l 
love in trnth." Everything tends to show thnt the "elect lady" w,1s posse,,sed 
of many embellishments such 11s society delights to recognise, and the worth oJ 
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which the Apostle John would be the last to unden·11,lue, and yet love for tho truth 
is the only f:round of RfkcLion which he acknowledgc8. Christian lovo c,tn only 
be excited by chnrnctcr built upon Divine truth. IV. Tim DEVOUT INVOCATION. 

"Grnee, mercy, peace, shall be with us," &c. V. THE souucE oF ALL DLEBBINO. 
"From God the Father, nnd from Josus Christ, the Son of the i'ather." VI. Tim 
Fr<AI, C'ONllITION. "In truth nnd love." (1'. D,wies, llf.A.) Honam· of wo11wn 
in the old 1l'orl.d :-Vl'e are sometimes told by Christi11,11 apologists thn,t women have 
ncquired an honour since the preaching of the gospel, which wns almost denied 
t.hcm in the old world; and thnt because the feminine type of cha,rncter is com­
mended t-0 us by the example of Him who w11s emplmtica,lly the sufferer. I believe 
both assertions h11ve 11 foundation of truth in them; but th11t they nre not trne, 11,nd 
tlwrelore would not hiwe been adopted or commended by the apostle. H is not true 
thnt women were not honoured in the old world. I might allude to the Jewish 
feeling nbout mothers. In that character the highest and Divinest promises rested 
upon t.hcm. But they do not only appear as mothers. Deborah is 0, judge and 11 
prophetess of the people. llfiri,un leads the songs which celebrate the delivernnce 
of the nation from Pharaoh. Greek history, ngain, pays high honour to women. 
The Trojan war, the subject of its eadiest legends, of its noblest song, is undertnken 
in Yindici1,tion of female honour and the sacredness of the mo.rriage bond. In the 
Homeric poems, the freewoman is treated with reverence; even the captive taken in 
war is not without honour. The Roman State, which almost rests on the authority 
of fathers, was anything but neglectful of the mother and the wife. The traditional 
origin of the Republic is the retribution for the wrong done to Lucretia. One of the 
earliest stories, that of Coriolanus, illustrates the honour which even the proudest, 
most ....-ilful son po.id to her who h11d borne and nursed him. Some of the noblest 
recollections of the perishing commonwealth are connected with the no.me of Cornelin, 
the mother of the Gracchi, and Portia, the wife of Brutus. It is dishonest to over­
look these facts; and being dishonest, it is unchristian. We do not honour Christ 
by disparaging that which took place before He dwelt on earth. (F. D. Maurice, M.A.) 
Whom I love in the truth.-Ch,-istian frie11dship :-" Whom I love in the truth." 
It was not an ordinary kind of friendship. It did not rest on kindred, nor on 
neighbourhood, nor on business, nor on country, nor on common t11stes e.nd pUl'­
suits, nor even on services rendered and gratitude for these returned; it we.s· a 
friendship sh111·ed by "all who knew the truth," it was" for the truth's sake which 
dwelleth in us and shall be with us for ever." The Truth meant much for John 
a.nd for such as he reckoned friends. It we.a e. certain body of doctrine, no 
doubt, held by him and them very dogmatically indeed ; but it we.s not abstract 
doctrine, it was doctrine subsisting in the personal, historice.l, living Christ. It is 
plain that friends who hold a common relation to the truth thus understood will be 
friends after a quite distinct and very lofty fashion. They have e. birth nnd kinship 
not of this world (1 Pet. i. 22, 23). They live by vil·tue of e. principle the world 
cannot understand, even" the truth which dwelleth in us." And they are prac­
tically influenced in their daily. conduct by the hope of she.ring the "many 
mansions of the Father's house." 1. Those who love one another" in the truth" 
will love in truth; sincerity marks all friendship worthy to be called Christian. 2. 
2. This friendship is e.lwe.ys fruitful. Ten thousand little things done or not done, 
and ....-hich the friend who benefits by them me.y not always know, are the habitual 
outcome of friendship for the truth's sake_ And there is one fruit which from its 
nature is least of all seen or talked about, which yet is both the commonest and the 
best that friendship can yield-prayer for one another. 3. Christi11n friendship · 
may sometimes be severe. A friend, in proportion to the purity and spiritual 
intensity of his lo-re, will discern faults and weaknesses and dangers which, for 
friendship's sake, he must not wink at. 4. This friendship hallows e.nd strengthens 
all the other ties that bind us to one another. 5. It is another distinguishing 
excellence of Christian friendship that it bears strain best. This love yields 
mutual gentleness and forbearance e.nd tender-heartedness, 6. Christian friend­
ship be.s the widest reach. It boasts of its comprehensiveness here-" And not I 
only, but also all they that have known the truth." 7. The crowning disti_nction 
of this friendship is that it is not dissolved by death itself. (A. M. Syrnington, 
IJ.IJ.) 1'!,c permanent love of friends/lip :-Some love for pleasure. Isaac l~ved 
Esau because yenison was his delight. An adulterer loves an harlot for the satrnfy­
i1iv of his iiltby lust. Borne love for profit: they love their friends e.s they do their 
<:U\\s, horses, and grounds-for the benefit they reap by them. Some love for 
kiiU1.): "" Bhechc:w loYed Dinah. Home love for honour e.nd promotion, in hope 
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to be preferred by such o. gren.t mn.n. All these stn.nd upon a tickle ground; plea­
sure V!tnisheth, o.nd thn.t quickly too, then love vanisheth together with it. When 
Arnnon hn.d goUen his pleasure of 'fa.mar he hated her more than hefore he loved 
her. niches boto.ke themselves to their wings, n,s Solomon e;peaketh, n,nd Jly away, 
then love flies o.wa.y too. If !t rich man become a poor man we set not much by 
him. Honour is mut!tble: the nail that is now aloft is in the dirt, as it fell out 
with 1-Iamnn, then he is little regarded of any of his followers. Beauty fades away 
like n, flower, then love fades away too; love for the truth's sake, for Christ's sake, 
for the gospel's sake, and tha.t will be a permanent love. (W. ,Jone.,, D.D.) Christ 
the impiration of -Christian love :-The enthusiasm of humanity may be caught 
from the example a.nd inspiration of Jesus Christ. The mill-wheel will cease to 
revolve when the wa.ters of the rushing stream are cut off; the moving train will 
stop when the glowing hea.t cools within the hidden chamber, and charity in this 
world will degenerate into a professional schedule without inspiration and without 
power unless we keep Jesus as our example. (J. Mitchell.) 

Ver. 3. Grace be with you, mercy, peace.-Grace, mercy, and peace:-Grace in 
Scripture comprehends all the senses that it bears, separately and apart, in our 
common dialects. When you say of a royal person, " How gracious he is" ; 
when you sa.y of a bea.utiful woman, "What grace there is in her" ; when you 
speak of a man not having the grace to return a benefit that has been done 
to him ; you indicate some aspect of that grace which the Source of all good 
bestows upon men; which becomes in them a comeliness answering to His 
from whom it is derived; which awakens the reaction that we call gratitude 
or thanksgiving. And this grace being manifested towards creatures who 
have need of daily forgiveness is inseparable from mercy, which, like it, pro­
ceeds from the no.tore of the being who shows it, and becomes an element in the 
no.tore of the being to whom it is showed-the merciful obtaining mercy. And 
this grace or mercy flowing forth towards creatures who have been alienated from 
their Creator, who have been o.t war with Him-and, being o.t war with Him, have 
been, necessarily, at war with each other and themselves-becomes peace or atone­
ment. But tha~ the grace, because it is royal, free, and undeserved, may not be 
supposed to be capricious; that the mercy may not be taken as dependent on the 
mercy which it calls forth; that the peace may not be judged by the results which 
it produces here, where oftentimes the proclamation of it is the signal of fresh 
fighting; they are declared to come from God the Father and from Jesus Christ 
the Son of the Father, in truth and love; these being the essential Godhead ; these 
dwelling absolutely in the Father; shining forth to all in the life of the Son ; while 
the Spirit in whom they are eternally united imparts them to the family in heaven 
and earth. (F. D. Maurice, M.A.) Grace first :-Our poverty wants grace, our 
guilt wants mercy, our misery wants peace. Let us ever keep the apostle's order. 
Do not let us put peace, our feeling of peace, first. The emotionalists' is a topsy­
turvy theology. Apostles do not sa.y "peace and grace," but "grace and peace." 
(Bp. Wm. Ale.1:aiulei·.) The common salutation :-In this short letter John does 
not grudge space for a salutation. It is the common salutation or benediction that 
might be pronounced on any Christian, whether having little more than a decent 
profession, or distinguished, as this lady wo.s, by works trnly good. What 
familiarity has made wDl'ds of course to us were not words of course or empty form 
to John, a.lthough he must have repeated and heard them oftener than any of us. 
That is one thought: we shoulcl illlger over the words till they get a firm grip on 
our hearts, till we feel their Divine meaning. And a.nether thought is this: e,ich 
individual needs the whole of this benediction. Do we not often lose ourselves in 
the mass? Grace, mercy, pe11.ce: the blessings stand in their due order, the first 
leading to the second, and the second securing the third. There is a fourth wonl, 
incleed, which includes all the three, the greatest word in any hmguage-love. 
John reaches to it a.t the end of his sentence. But it conk! not have been used 
instead of grace and mercy. For grace expresses the Divine favour viewed ,1s 
l.lndeserved. It is the fountain of every good and perfect gift coming clown from 
the Father of lights to us who ho.ve no claim on Him, who h11.ve nothing of our own 
to call forth love. Mercy, again, is more than simple grace; it is sovereign love 
pitying a.nd pardoning sinners, those who positively deserve ill from God. Then 
peace comes in its pince 11.nd order. If thnt pe,1ce with God, a clear mid substantill,l 
reality in a. crucified and interceding l\Iedi,1tor, then all other peace. 'l'he Elcler is 
c11ref11l to mo.ko prnminent the source from whence the suprerue blessing corues. It 
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is from God indeed, but from God in His new covenn,nt reln.tion to 11111,n-" from 
God the Father." God wn.s now for them not less the Cren,tor, tho L1twgivcr, the 
Judge. but He WRs, in Christ, Riso Rnd Rbove n.ll the Father. "And from the Lord 
Jesus Christ." Here there is no distrncting perplexity, thero is only fulness 1111d 
rest. when the heRrt, rnther than the head, is engn,ged 11,bout grnce, mercy, 1tnd 
peRce. In John's mind the holy mystery of the Trinity wn,s, while none the less 
i:ubhrne. more 11, fact than a mystery, for he had beheld the Lord Jesus Christ 
manifesting the glory of the Fat.her, full of grnce and truth, 11,nd ben,ring awn,y the 
sin of the world. This benediction is distinguished by the words being 1tdded, "In 
truth 11,nd lm·e." (A. JJJ. Symingto11, D.D.) Grace, mercy, a,ul 11eace :-" Grnce, 
mercy. Rnd peace" stand related to each other in a very intcrcsLing nmnncr. The 
apostle ,4nrts, as it were, from the fountain-head, and slowly trnccs the course of 
the blessing down t-0 its lodgment in the heart of man. Grnce, refening solely to 
the Di\·ine attitude and thought; mercy, the manifestat.ion of grn,ce in act, referring 
to the workings of that great Godhead in its relation to humanity ; and pe11ce, 
which is the issue in the soul of the fluttering down upon it of the mercy which is 
the acti\·ity of the grace. "Grace from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of the Father." These two, blended and yet separate, to either of 
whom a Christian man has a distinct relation, these two are the sources, equally, of 
the whole of the grace. The Scripturnl idea of grace is love that stoops and that 
pardons and that communicates. The first thing, then, that strikes me in it, is 
how it exults in that great thought that there is no reason whatsoever for God's 
love except God's will. The very foundation and notion of the wo1·d "grace" is a 
free, undesen>ed, unsolicited, self-prompted, and altogether gratuitous bestowment, 
a love that is its own reason. God's love is like an artesian well ; whensoever you 
strike up comes, self-impelled, gushing into light because there is such a central 
store of it beneath everything, the bright and flashing waters. Grace is love that is 
not drawn out, but that bursts out, self-originated, undeserved. And then let me 
remind you that there lies in this great word the preaching that God's love, though 
it be not turned away by, is made tender by our sin. Grace is love extended to a 
person that might reasonably expect, because he deserves, something very different. 
Then, if we turn for a moment from that deep fountain to the stream, we get other 
blessed thoughts. The love, the grace, breaks into mercy. As grace is love which 
forgives, so mercy is love which pities and helps. God's grace softens itself into 
mercy, and all His dealings with us men must be on the footing that we are not 
only sinful, but that we are weak and wretched, and so fit subjects for a compassion 
which is the strangest paradox of a perfect anti Divine heart. The mercy of God 
is the outcome of His grace. And as is the fountain and the stream, so is the 
great lake into which it spreads itself when it is received into a human heart. 
Peace comes, the all-sufficient summing up of everything that God can give, and 
that men can need, from His loving-kindness and from their needs. The world is 
too wide to be narrowed to any single aspect of the various discords and dishar­
monies which trouble men. Peace with God ; peace in this anarchic kingdom 
within me, where conscience and will, hopes and fears, duty and passion, sorrows 
and joys, cares and confidence, are ever fighting one another ; where we are torn 
asunder by conflicting aims and rival claims, and wherever any part of our nature 
asserting itself against another leads to intestine warfare and troubles the poor 
soul. All that is harmonised and quieted down, and made concordant and co­
operative to one great end, when the grace and the mercy have flowed silently into 
our spirits and harmonised aims and desires. There is peace that comes from 
submission; tranquillity of spirit, which is the crown and reward of obedience; 
repose, which is the very smile upon the face of faith, and all these things are 
given unto us along with the grace and mercy of our God. And as the man that 
possesses this is at peace with God and at peace with himself, so he may bear in 
his heart that singular blessing of a perfect tranquillity and quiet amidst the dis­
tractions of duty, of sorrows, of losses, and of cares. And now one word as to 
what this great text tells us are the conditions for a Christian man, of preserving, 
vivid and full, these great gifts, "Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you," or, as the 
Revised Version more accurately reads, "shall· be with us in truth and love." 
Truth and love are, as it were, the space within which the river flows, if I nmy so 
say, the banks of the stream. Or, to get away from the metaphor, these are set 
forth as being the conditions abiding in which, for our parts, we shall receive this 
benediction-" In truth and in love." 'fo "abide in the truth" is to keep our­
selves conodentiously and habitually under the influence of the gospel of Jesus 
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Christ, a.ncl of the Christ who is Himself the TrnLh. They wb0, keeping in Him, 
rea.lising His presence, believing His word, founding their thi11king ab011t \ho 
unseen, a.bout their rela.tions to Goel, a.bout sin 11,ncl forgiveness, 11,hont righter,nsnr,s, 
ancl duty, a.nd a.bout a, thousa.nd other things, upon Christ anrl the revelr,tion th,i,I, 
He ma.kes, these are those who shall receive "Grace, mercy, and peac,,." (A. 
Maclaren, D.D.) 

Ver. 4. I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth.­
The old apostle's chief joy :-The affairs of the soul are not so entirely hi,ldcn as 
we ma.y sometimes imagine. I do not see the roots of my plants; but if they grow, 
a.ad a.re fragrant, a.nd bea.r fruit, I know beUer than if I could look at them that the 
roots a.re thriving. Nothing is easier than to tell whether a man is walking 01· 

sta.nding still; and a.go.in, whether firmly or with weary and fainting steps; ,rn,1 
again, in wha.t direction. Walking in the truth is that which is expected of nil 
Christians; yet it does not so uniformly or so fully aceompany a Christian profes­
sion but that the seeing of it and the hearing about it cause lively joy. It brings 
into the relations of friend and friend the best kind of gladness ; for friendship is 
more concerned about the inside than the outside, and a good walk seen is taken as 
hopeful evidence of a prosperous state within, sure to encl well. 1. For one thing, 
the life of one who walks in the truth will be governed by Divine principles. The 
standard of the new life is fixed by God, not by us; the reason of it is the will of 
the Father, not our will; the strength to enter on and to keep going forward in it is 
His strength, not ours. 2. For another thing, if a man is walking in the truth, his 
life will be pure and consistent. Veracity in speech, integrity in all dealing with 
man, a sense of honour, are sure fruits of a life governed by Christ. Such clear, 
sterling integrity before man is not all by any means that is intended by " walking 
in the light as God is in the light," but it certainly is part of that. No; not alL 
For mark in what terms John expounds to the elect lady his conception of what 
walking in the truth means (vers. 6, 7). For a man to have ascertained the due 
balance of truth and love in the government of his conduct is to have made the 
most important of all discoveries. Love, without the backbone of truth, is weakness 
and sentimentalism. Truth wanting love is a grinning skeleton, is not true. 
3. Looking to the case of the elect lady we find, for one thing, that walking in the truth 
means careful orthodoxy. 4. For another thing, it appears that walking in the truth 
means the maintaining of Christian influences at home. (A. JJI. Syminglo11, D.D.) 
A Christian family :-I. A CmtrsruN MOTHER. 1. A praying mother. E,ery 
mother is a praying mother in the sense of wishing well, or of entertaining some 
hopes of the future prosperity of her children. A truly praying mother is anxious 
for the salvation of her children. Richard Cecil tried, when a boy, to be an infidel, 
but his mother's prayers blocked the way. Garibaldi never lost his courage on the 
field of battle, because he saw his mother on her knees praying for him. The wife 
of the late Rev. William Jones, Castle Street, Swansea, held a separnte family worship 
with her children. A gentleman came one day to see Mr. Jones on business, and 
when he was told by the eldest boy, who opened the door, that his father was from 
home, he asked to see Mrs. Jones. The boy said, "You will have to wait, sir, until 
she finishes praying with the children." He i=ediately left the room to join the 
little party. The gentleman, while alone, said to himself, " I am the father of six 
children, and have never offered a pra.yer with them." The example of the pmying 
mother made a new man of him. 2. An exemplai:y mother. The power of imit.1-
tion is great in children, and the example sometimes is more powerful th,tn prnyer. 
Take a homely illustration. The hen has a swarm of a dozen little ones hopping 
about her. As she moves, how careful she is in putting down her foot, lest they be 
trampled upon. Unguarded mothers stamp on their children and crush the good 
out of them. 3. A wa.tchful mother. The young hea.rt is impressible, and will more 
readily receive evil impressions than good ones. The Christian mother will not toler11te 
indulgence in sin. The " elect lady " was the guardian a.ngel of the hearts of her 
children, which she often found "prone to w11nder" from the p,iths of truth and 
virtue. 4. A happy mother. A gleam of joy on the countenance, a beam of hope in the 
speech, and a loving touch of the hand will recommend religion to the child beyond 
our expectation. The poet Cowper said of his mother's likeness, " I had rnther 
possess that picture than the richest jewel in the British crown." Ye,trs newr 
effaced her love and devotion from his heart. The" elect lady," as we may in/er 
from the following verses, ho.cl learnt that love is the essence of the gospel. II. Tm, 
p;IJILDRJ,N. 1. They believed the truth. They were converted children. There is 
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here no reference to naturn,l beauty or grace of manner. Thero !\re many l\Umc­
tions both in the persons and the lives of children. It is a perpetual entertl\inment 
to Ji,·e with some children. But on all points of naturnl endowment the apostle is 
~ilent. Their spiritual state alone engaged his attention. 2. They loved the truth. 
The tendrils of the Divine vine had extended from the intellect to the heo.rt. When 
the he1u-t is won for Christ the whole life will follow. 3. They lived the truth. 
The mea.ning of 1r,p,1rari,a in the New Testament in reference to character signifies 
"habit R.J1(l prnctice." The Apostle John had sufficient evidence the,t the children 
o[ the "elect lady II were consistent followers of Christ. III. THE RELIGIOUS 
EnDc.<TION or CHILDREN rs A DUTY, "as we received commandment from the 
Father." It is a very old commandment (Deut. vi. 6, 7). (T. Davies, M.A.) 
Thr right mother :-My answer to the question, "How I was educated," ends 
where it bega.n. "I had the right mother." (T. Dwight, LL.D.) A good 
motlier :-Of his mother the late John Stuart Blackie said, "My mother died when 
I was ten years old, and I remember her only as everything that was womanly 
and motherly. I have no doubt that I owe much of what is best in my more.I and 
emotional nature to her." 

,er. 5. Not as though I wrote a new com.mandm.ent.-Thefemininedange1·:­
:K o one was more likely than a woman to think that the precept of loving was some­
thing altogether different in kind from the precepts of the old law ; no one was 
more likely to say, "Love has nothing to do with precepts; it springs up unbidden 
in the heart." And no one was more likely than a woman to suffer from these very 
natural opinions ; to turn love into a mere taste and sentiment; to suppose it had 
its origin in herself, and that its continuance might be trusted to her strong feelings; 
to separate it from obedience; to make it unpractice.l; so to divorce it from self-denial 
and endurance. Nothing would be so fatal to all that is noblest in the female 
character, to the sacrificing and persevering affection for which women have been 
so eminent, as this temper of mind. Nothing, therefore, appears more entirely 
appropriate than the apostle's double admonition, which is enforced in the following 
yerse: "This is love," &c. (F. D. Maurice, M.A.) 

,er. 6. TmB is love, that we walk after His comma.ndments.-Love, the prin­
ciple of obedience :-1. LOVE AS THE PRINCIPLE OF OBEDIBNCE. 1. The excellency 
of this principle. It renders obedience. (1) Divinely acceptable. (2) Delightful 
to ourselves. "What are the most pleasing actions you ever performed?" was a 
question once addressed to a man, and who answered, "The services I he,ve per­
formed for those whom I love." (3) Perpetual. Christ's people are not detained 
in His service against their will; they are volunteers, " made willing in the day of 
His power." (4) Impartial. (a) In avoiding all sins. (b) In performing all duties. 
2. Bow is this love produced and maintained ? Power may cause a me,n to be 
feared; authority, to be reverenced; wee.Ith, to be envied; learning, to be admired; 
genius, to be praised; but it is only goodness the,t chains one heart to another. 
And this is the grand and only expedient that God has devised and revealed to 
bring be.ck the minds of His alienated creatures to Himself. " Keep yourselves in 
the love of God." II. OBEDIBNCE AB THE FBUIT OF LOVE. 1. It is practico.l, con­
sisting in nothing less than walking. In Scripture you will observe, that walking 
never refers to a single action, but always to our conduct at large. Everything 
else, however valuable in connection with this, will be found vain without it. Even 
endowments and exertion will not be substitutes for obedience. 2. It is prescribed. 
Walking shows that religion is not a speculation, a notion, a pretence, for we are 
not merely to walk, but we are to walk after His commandments-not after tl:e 
course of this world-not according to the lusts of men-not according to the 
imagination of our hearts, but to walk after His co=andments. (W. Jay.) 
Lace the great commanding commandment :-Love is in the bee.rt, "the great com­
manding commandment, that commands all other duties whatsoever. It is the first 
wheel that turns the whole soul about." (R. Sibbes.) 

Yer. 7. For many deceivers are entered into the world.-The prevalence and 
danger of negative error in matters of faith: -1. THE NATURE OF THE ERROi!. 
IJE!:<un,cED. It did not consist so much in openly impugning the principles of the 
g(,sprJ as in "not confessing them." It was insinuated rather than avowed. II. 
'JJlL TL:-;IJE:,;cy OF THE EltlWl{ DENOUNCED. In temporal matters, that form of evil 
"uicb is 1110.,t injuriou;; is not always that which is most so in appco.rAnce. "l'h~ 
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pestilence th!lt W!llketh in d!lrkness" is not less fatal th!ln the "destruction whid1 
w~steth at noonday." In our religious concerns it is the s!lme. The description 
will apply to those of the present day who, without openly patronising Socinianism, 
secretly n.dv!lnce it by the systematic omission of the Scripturnl doctrines nf 
Christ's deity and atonement. 1. The relation which the points omitted have to 
the other focta and doctrines of the Christi!ln system. (1) The object of Christ·., 
advent. (2) The tendency and results of Christ's advent. (3) The demerit of sin. 
(4) The love of God in our redemption. (5) The motives of Christian obedience. 
2. The tendency which the omission has to subvert the principles omitted. Never 
hectring any distinct ideas in regard to the person and work of the Redeemer, the 
people come to regard them as matters of "doubtful disputation," if not as positively 
unscriptural. Lessons-I. Let this subject furnish a criterion of truth and error. 
2. Let us learn the danger of erroneous principles in matters of religion. 3. Let us 
avoid those connections which would lead to the adoption of erroneous principles. 
(R. Brndie, M.A.) Warning against false teachers :-1. False teaching is injurious 
to faith, especially the faith of young Christians. Gnosticism is not actively 
taught in our day, but other forms of evil teaching abound. As a system of 
ethics, they say, the gospel is the best which has reached us from ancient times, 
but its miracles are legendary. We ask-Are not the Incarnation and the Resur­
rection the two pillars on which the whole fabric rests? How much of the litera­
ture of the New Testament will remain after the removal of these pillars? Some 
would say that it matters not what our sons and daughters believe, so long as 
their character is good. But does not belief shape character? Character is built 
on the great principles of the gospel, and our whole energy is required to complete 
it. 2. The great fact which is fundamental to the gospel, and animates the faith 
of the believer, is that "Jesus Christ is come in the flesh." The very mystery 
which envelops the fact stamps it with Divinity. That one of the gods should 
<lescend from heaven, become incarnate, and bear universal sway, was a thought 
and a desire which haunted the ancients. Their philosophers, thinkers, and poets 
felt the need of a restorer of purity, prosperity, and joy to the human race. The 
best of mortals had failed in the attempt to do so, and the gods were too far off, 
and too unsympathetic, to undertake the task. Some one of heavenly birth must 
come, and He came, who would unite in Himself power, wisdom, love, goodness, 
holiness, and method, at once both Divine and human. This regulating thought 
is also the all-animating thought of faith. 3. To profess this truth is both a duty 
and a privilege. The verb iiµo">-.oy,w, to speak the same language, suggests a 
beautiful thought in this connection. The " elect lady " had taught her sons the 
language of Bethlehem, Bethany, and the Cross. The deceivers did not speak that 
spiritual language. There was an imminent danger lest the children might pick 
up their shibboleth. For is it not the case that we are influenced by the words 
we speak? (T. Davies, M.A.) The ingratitude of deceivers :-The VolncellEB 
have a strong resemblance to the humble bee.- Cerio.in kinds make use and abuse 
of this resemblance to introduce themselves fraudulently into its nests, and to 
deposit their eggs therein. When these eggs have hatched, the larvre, which ha,e 
two mandibles, devour the lo.rvre of their hosts the bees. This is the return they 
make for the hospitality they have received. (Scientific Illustrations.) 

Ver. 8. Look to yourselves.-Self-inspection :-I. LooK TO YOUR CREED, WHETHER 
IT DE SCRIPTURAL. We know too well there may be a scripture.I creed without 
rectl piety; but it does not appear how there can be the latter where faith in the 
gospel is entirely wanting. Every one that impartially reads the Scriptures must 
see how decidedly they speak of the really Divine character of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and of the cause and design of those sufferings which He endured in our 
world; also the weight and value that are attached to those subjects, anll our 
reception in a believing manner of those Divine representations. II. LooK To rnuR 
STATE, WHETHER IT DE ONE OF CONVERSION TO Gon. However excellent religion is in 
theory, its theory is insufficient for your salvation. An 11rtificial flower m,iy 
strikingly resemble 11 n11,turaJ, one, but a nearer inspection will detect the difference. 
The delica.te tints and scents of nature C!lnnot be supplied by the most pmctise,l 
hand in art, so o.s long to deceive. The difference between a mere nominnl and a. 
real Christi11,n is immense. But immense 11,s it is, it cannot be detected but by 
examination; and th11t examination must be by yourself. ,vhat (l,rn yon to 
examine? "Look to yourselves," to see whether you are born ag,iin? If there be 
the new birth, there will be spil'itu!ll life in the soul. If there be liie there \\'ill 
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bC' spiritnnl kclings. Yon feel tho.t yon h1we o. son! to be sl\vcd or lost for ever, 
nnd ~·ou nre anxious to be instructed in the will of God, to ccMe to be whnt is 
wrong. nnd to become nil tho.t is right. And do you feel sin to be I\ bmden? Souls 
born itgnin do. "Look to yourselves" aud see whether you do. What thoughts 
nnd feelings hnse you concerning Christ? We read, "To them thnt believe He is 
pr0cions." And not less necessnry is it that yon look to your temper o.nd wo.lk. 
Ewryt.hing in its proper pince. The cause of our justificntion before God is not 
in our own goodness, but if grace does not infuse its goodness into us, we are not 
Christ.iitns. III. IN CASE YOU ARli COMFF.LLED TO COME TO A CONCLUSION UNFAVOUR­
AnLE TO YOUR rRESENT CONDITION," LOOK TO YOURSELVES" WITH APPREHENSION. Are 
yon satisfied to be irreligious beco.use others o.re? Will it be ,iny pnllia.tion of 
your guilt, or diminution of your fin1tl misery, to be lost with the multitude? 
Begin iit once to "look to yourselves "-to look to your souls. (T. Pinchback.) 
Danger of inattention :-" Her pilot wo.s asleep below " is given o.s the simple and 
sufficient explo.no.tion of the diso.ster tho.t happened to the steamer Montana, 
which wo.s grounded and wrecked upon a rock off the English coast. Of how 
many shipwrecked souls might the same thing be said, "The pilot was asleep 
below." The duty of self-inspection :-It will not do for the so.Hor, however many 
dangers he mny h1tve passed safely through, or however fe,r he mo.y ha.ve advanced 
upon the rnyage, to become unw1ttchful. While he is upon the se1t he is in peril. 
So is it with the Christian, who is called so to po.ss through the we.ves of this 
troublesome world. It will not do for him to furl his s1tils, to neglect his comp1tss, 
or to drop his hold upon the helm. I. "Look to yourselves." There is a looking 
to ourse!Yes that is wrong, which we are to be careful to avoid, and which we are 
bound to overcome. Selfishness-the looking to ourselves, keeping always in view 
wha.t we think is for our own personal interest or advantage-is one of the surest 
signs of a worldly and unbelieving mind. There is also a looking to ourselves in 
crtrnal confidence--putting confidence in our own goodness. What, then, are we 
to understand by "looking to ourselves?" When a man is going upon a 
dangerous journey, in which he may be very apt to make a false step or e. slip­
and that slip may cost him his life--you would n1tturally say to him, " Look to 
yourself." "Do not," you would say, "let your attention be distracted, or t1tken 
up by the things you see upon the road; do not let anything carry you out of 
your way, but 'look to yourself'; see th1tt you are going right, see th1tt you do 
not get betrayed into an unexpected snare, where you may lose yourself." Pay 
perpetual attention to the motives by which you are governed-to the ends you 
ha,e in view, to the plans you are laying-see that they are all in acco1·dance with 
God's truth and will ; see that they are such as become the disciples of Christ; 
see that you are" walking worthy of the voc1ttion wherewith you are called." Do 
not suppose it is all right with you, because you are comfort1tble and at ease, but 
iuspect yourselves. We look at others often when we aTe hearing God's Word, and 
think how suitable the word is to such and such an individual, and how exactly it 
fits the case of another. But are we looking to ourselves? II. Note how beauti­
fully this venerable and ripened servant of God, who stood prominent among the 
twelve, and who was now, we have every reason to suppose, a hoary-headed soldier 
in the army of Christ; look how he, with all humility, brings in himself ; how 
he slips out of the address to others into an address th1tt includes himself. At 
first he says, "Look to yourselves"; but he adds, "th1tt we lose not the things 
which we have wrought." What a.re we to understo.nd by" the things which we 
have wrought"? and what by "losing those things which we have wrought"? By 
" those things which we have wrought" is meant that work which through God's 
grac" has been accomplished in us and by us, in the times that are gone past. Is 
there any Christian that has not a recollection of this? Yet all need to h1tve 
their 1·ecollection revived and refreshed. To look back upon your high privileges: 
you have been taught from your earliest days th1tt you ought to be "born ag1tin"; 
you can recollect when God led you to know and see the way of reconciliation for 
_your sin, and to find your peace in the righteousness of Christ your Saviour. 
What holy thankfulness! What fervour of first love tilled your hearts I Yon can 
recollect how careful and anxious you were not to offend-how you studied to 
know the will of God in all things. Consider the things tho.t you wrought in 
former <lays, Where are they now? Are they still with you, or have they passecl 
nwuy? They may be lost. Can any man in a world like ours, with a. mind like 
ours, uncl Satan's machinations ever against him, declare he is not in clo.nger "of 
lc,,ing wl,at Le Lath wrought"? III. And let us take heed for others, because if 
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wo loBe tho "thingB which we ha.vo wrought" we aha.II also fa.ii in the" recompense 
of the rcwa.rd." " 'l'ha.t wo receive a lull rewa.rd." It is called a reward in this 
sense bcca.uso, though it is the free gift of God, it pleased God to ordain tha.t in 
this world a.nd in the world to come it should be proportionate to a man's diligence, 
nncl to the fruits he brings forth. We are judged solely with regard to our works ; 
a.ncl the men.sure of our fidelity will be the measure of our " recompense of 
rewa.rd." And this is true in this present world. "Every one that hath," says 
Christ, "is to ma.Ice more of the talent tha.t is given to him, whether it be money 
or diligence, a.nd he shall have more." "He tha.t is a righteous man .shall hold on 
his way, a.nd he that ha.th clca.n hands sha.11 wax stronger and stronger." Such an 
one "sho.ll be o.s n shining light that shineth more and more unto the perfect day." 
Who.t a. so.d thing to have la.boured in vain I What a sad thing for the Christian to 
lose the ground he has ga.ined ! Just a.s in the" Pilgrim's Progress," where the 
traveller Zion-ward is toiling up the hill to reach the City of Life. With many a 
wenry step and many a. straining muscle he has reached high upon the hill ; but 
becoming weary or languid, or amusing himself with the landscape around him, or 
beguiled by the conversation of his fellow-pilgrims, or looking anxiously back at 
something left behind at the bottom of the mountain, he begins to slip back­
wards - he slips bo.ckwards unawares, step by step, till he finds himself not 
midway but wholly down at the bottom where he started from. What a sad 
and bitter thought-" I have lost nll ! I had just got up high; I have to go 
through all the mire and dust again I I have to begin again ! " "Wherefore the 
rather, give diligence to make your calling and election sure," and do not lose the 
things which you ha.ve wrought ; but rather go on from grace to grace and from 
strength to strength. (II. Stowell, .M.A.) Look to self :-In the text itself we 
ho.ve two general parts considero.ble. First, the caution propounded. Secondly, 
the argument whereupon the caution is urged, or the matter wherein to be 
exercised. We begin with the first, the CAUTION in its general and indefinite pro­
position, "Look to yourselves." This is th11t which belongs to all Christians. The 
ground hereof is this :-First, the danger which they 11re exposed to, and the 
assaults which are upon them. Those which are subject to ve1-y much hazard, they 
had need to take very much heed. St. John before s11id, "that there were many 
deceivers entered into the world"; adds presently, "Look to yourseh-es," 11s a 
caution very fitly consequent upon that intimation; where there are cheaters and 
cutpurses in the crnwd people have need to look to their pockets. Secondly, as 
there are o.ssa.ults upon them, so themselves without better heed are too apt to be 
overta.ken with them. There is not more deceitfulness and malice in So.tan o.nd 
his instruments than there is likewise naturally in our own hearts to yield o.nd 
comply with them ; therefore we had need to look to ourselves. As it is in matter 
of the body, where people are more apt to take such infection or contagion in them, 
they conceive it does more concern them to be more heedful and rega.rdful of their 
health; even so it is here. We a.re ready ever to comply with every evil sugges­
tion and temptation which is administered unto us; we a.re like dry tinder to these 
sparks which are struck upon us, which is the difference betwixt us ancl Christ. 
Thirdly, o.dcl o.lso hereunto the grievousness of the misca.rria.ge. The Apostle John 
does in this case with these believers as some physician would do with his 
patient; who, when he has done all for him that belongs to him and lies in bis 
power, bids him now to beware and take ea.re of his own health a.ncl to look lo 
himself, and accordingly it behoves all Christians so to do. And that for this 
reason especially, forasmuch as they may not alwo.ys have other helps ne,u· unto 
them. This caution hei-e of the apostle was not 11, wonl of negligence, but rnther 
of prudent forecast for them. He ha.d done his pa.rt alrea.dy with them, a.nd uow 
does but provoke them to make good use of what they hea.rd from him aucl to put 
those his doctrines into practice. I might here also further sea.sonttbly obsen·e, 
that God will make use of ourselves in our passa.ge to heaven. The second is the 
ARGUMENT or ma.tter which it is conversa.nt a.bout, which is htid clown two m,tuner 
of wa.ys :-First, in the nego.tive, "That ye love not," &c.; ,tnd secon,lly, in the 
affirmo.tive, "But tha.t we receive a fnll rewa.rd." We begin wiLh the first, the 
nega.tive, "That ye love not," &c. Some copies reacl, "That we love not," &c. We 
ma.y understa.ncl it of either. First, "That ye love not," &c. People h,tw c,tuse 
to look to it tha.t they do not frustra.te the la.hours of the ministers by losing those 
doctrines a.nd instructions which 11,re tencle1·ed unto them. First, th,,t we may not 
lose things out of our memory. Secondly, meclita.tion, that is a.lso tt good conduce 
ment hereunto. Thirdly, conference a.ncl holy communion. This does imprint 
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them more (Dent. Yi. 7). Lastly, practice nnd conscientious improvement. There 
is no snch wny for us to remember nny doctrine as to draw it forth into exercise, 
which is the trnest memory of all. That is the first pnrticulo.r in which we nrc to 
tnke heed of losing. viz., in regard of memory. The second is in rcg,wd of judg­
nwnt. Then we are snid to lose any doctrine wlwn we 1tlter om opinion of it, and 
so let it go from us. Thirdly, in regttr,l of affection. 'fnkc heed ye lose not 
herem neither. Now therefore let us be careful to put this cttution in pmctise; 
losses are for the most part unacceptnble. \Ve see in nrntters of the world how men 
do not love to lose anything; if they do, it is very gl'ie,·ous to them. And how mnch 
more does it then concern them to avoid it, and shun it n,\l they can in such things 
ns these nre, which are of such weighty importance. Like some young scholo.rs 
that lose more in a breaking up than they get in many weeks' schooling and learn­
ing besides. I would not it should be so with you ; I wn,rn you of it. There o.re 
divers ways of losing in other things, as well as this, which accordingly are now to 
be arnided by you. First, by fraud and circumvention. Secondly, there is loss 
also by force and open violence. Thirdly, by mere cn,relessness and neglect. 
There is many a jewel which is lost thus for want of due n,nd proportionable care 
in him that has it. But then further, take it in reference to their own works, 
"that ye lose not the things which ye have wrought." The apostle, as he would 
not have them to frustrate his labours towards them, so neither their own labours 
to themseh-es. And so it is an exhortation to constn,ncy. First, they lose their 
labour, and there is a great matter in that. Secondly, they lose that expediteness 
and facility of doing good, or of resisting evil. Thirdly, take it as to the reward; 
they are losers of what they have wrought as to this likewise. If a man will watch 
his house, how much more should he watch his soul? Now furt~er, secondly, 
take it in the first as it is here in our own textual trnnslo.tion, "That we lose not 
what we ha,e wrought." First, I say, the heedlessness of people frustrates the 
labours of their ministers; it makes them lose the things which they ho.ve wrought. 
Now secondly, for what also is expressed, that mimsters are justly very tender of 
the frustrating of their labours. First, the Person they work from, and that is 
God Himself. The miscarriages of the ministry redound to the dishonour of God. 
Secondly, the persons they work for, and that is the church and people of God 
(Eph. i,. 12). "They watch for your souls 11 (Heb. xiii. 17). They would not 
lose their work in reference to those they work for. Thirdly, for the work itself, 
and that in sundry respects. First, the labour of it; it is a painful work, and there­
fore is it so often in Scriptlll'e set forth by such an expression. The more pains 
that any man takes the less willing is he to lose it. Secondly, the dignity of it; 
there is somewhat also in that. Men may take pains in a thing of nought. To 
lose such a work as this is, the work of the ministry, this is no ordinary business, 
nor so to be accounted. Thirdly, add to this the extent of it, and that which goes 
along with it, for if we lose our work there is somewhat more lost besides that, 
as is implied afterwards ; and that is of yourselves, "it is unprofitable for you" 
(Heb. xiii. 17). And the rather upon this added still to it, that it is irrecovero.ble, 
for so it is. If the work of the ministry take not there is nothing hereafter to be 
expected. The second is the affirmative," But that ye, or we, receive a full reward." 
Here is another piece of a motive why believers should "look to themselves," not 
only tho.t they might not lose, but that moreover they might go.in and their teachers 
gain with them. We will take notice of both. First, take it as to themselves, 
"that ye may receive a full reward." It is true indeed we have other things to 
move us, even the excellency which is in goodness itself, and that example 
which we have of it in God and regard to Him, that requires it of us. llut yet 
moreover we may take in this with it, that recom,pense which it brings in with it 
in a better world. Secondly, observe this, that perseverance in goodness ho.th its 
reward belonging to it (Gal. vi. 9). There is no man serves God for nought who 
is a free and bountiful pay-master. When we hear of reward we may not dreo.m 
of merit. But, thirdly, here is the word of amplification, a full reward. First, 
take it denominatively as a description of heaven o.nd the condition of glory to 
come, it is a full reward-it is that which will make sufficient recompense. First, 
a fulness of sufficiency. There is nothing which is in any way desirable but it is 
to be found in this reward. Take the best things of this life and they have n,n 
emptiness; they are not sufficient, there is a great deal wanting in them. Secondly, 
a fulness of expectation. Whatever can be looked for sho.11 be enjoyed. Thirdly, 
a fulness of compensation. Here is in this reward that which makes amends for 
all which has been undergone in reference to it. The wages is not here short of 
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tho work, but infinitely trnnscendent. This shows the fondness and vanity of th0se 
therefore which will deprive themselves of it; seeing it is a. full reward, who woul,\ 
then not ho pnrt11kcr of it, and especially lose it for the want of a little care an<\ 
heedfulness about it? Secondly, it is called so ernphntically, as irnplyinrs that 
there is II rew11rcl which is not full belonging to those which are inconstant, and 
declining in religion. Now, further, seconclly, 11,s they refer to the apostles ancl other 
ministers, "thnt we mny receive n full reward." This reward was not ternpornl, 
and from them which he did not so much look at; but from God, a reward in 
heaven. The npostle did hereby imply that these Christians, if they were careless, 
woulcl be apt to deprive him of this. What is that? namely, of joy and rejoicing. 
Ministers, when people misco,rry under their hands, they will miss of this, though 
not of their glory. And this the apostle signifies there in that place (Heb. xiii. 17). 
That we mo,y do with joy o,nd not with grief. (T. Horton, D.D.) Self-pre­
servation :-l. Look to yourselves, that ye lose not those gracious principles 
which seemed to be planted in your hearts by the Holy Ghost (Heh. ii. 1; 1 Cor. 
xv. 1; 2 Cor. vi. 1). 2. Look to yourselves, that ye lose not those vivid and 
vigorous impressions of Divine truth, which marked the early part of your Chris­
tian career. 3. Look to yourselves, that ye lose not the spirit of secret prayer, and 
proper seasons for attending to it. The lifeless performance of this duty is 
generally the forerunner of open sin or absolute apostasy (Jude 20). 4. Look to 
yomsel ves, that ye lose not your taste for domestic duties, and your relish for the 
public ordino,nces of the gospel. 5. Look to yourselves that ye lose not the power 
and practical influence of the gospel upon your hearts and lives. 6. Look to your­
selves that ye lose not a good conscience, the favour of God, the affections of His 
people, the blessings of the gospel, and the eternal salvation of your souls. (The 
Christian Hei-ald.) Looking after one's own interest :-This is a glorious subject! 
Looking after our own interest; looking after Number One! It is a motto most men 
believe in. Never mind about anybody else, at any rate till your own turn is served. 
"Men will praise thee when thou doest well to thyself." What will God do? Lot was 
a man who believed in looking after himself. His uncle Abraham and himseli were 
lo,rge farmers, their herds pasturing together. The grass and water supply was 
scarcely sufficient for all, and as a result there were frequent quarrels between their 
herdmen. What was the result of Lot's self-care? It left him poor indeed; his 
property was burnt in Sodom ; his wife became a pillar of salt upon the plain ! 
Gebazi was another man who believed in looking 11,fter his own interest. A lie is 
soon framed, carried out; Gehazi is enriched, and his spoil safely under lock and 
key. What then? Judas also firmly believed in looking after Number One. The 
rich farmer held the same doctrine about self-care. They were bis grounds that 
brought forth so plentifully. Dives quite believed in taking every care of himself. 
Listen to what Jesus Christ will one day say to men who have done nothing but 
study their own interest-" I was hungry, ye gave Me no meat," &c. Remember 
Jesus Christ, our great Example, came not to study His own interest, but to 
minister, and to give His life a ransom for many. 1. Christian men, look to your­
selves. See thnt ye walk worthy of your high voco,tion, as becometh sons of God; 
that ye let your light shine before men ; that ye obey Jesus Christ's co=andments. 
2. Unconverted men, look to youi·selves. You have a pricelesstre(lsure; your soul. 
"Whnt sho,11 it profit a m11n if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul?" Your body and its interests, what you call Number One, is renlly Number 
Two: the soul is most important. It may be, you have insured your house, and 
your life, o,gainst fire, accident, or de11th. Wh,it have you done for your soul? 
Look to yourselves. (1) You have tremendous responsibilities. God hcis given His 
Son to die for you. Look to yourselves. (2) You ai-e rnnning terrible risk out of 
Christ. Life is uncertain; with it ends the day of gmce. Look to yourselves. 
(3) Don't expect that some d11y some extraordimiry influence will be brought to 
be1tr upon you, and that you will be suddenly 11,nxious for sahation. (G. B. 
Foster.) Concerning spiritual property :-Persecution had to a large extent 
ceo.sed at the time when this Epistle was written, but a far more d,ingerons 
form was assumed, viz., the preaching of false doctrines. The difference is that 
between open violence ancl stealth. The banditti storm the dwelling, and if the 
tenant is able to show 11ny resist,mce he is at liberty to do so; but the thief creeps 
in silently into the house, and while the innrntes sleep pe,iceably he ste,ils 1111 their 
v1t1Lmblcs. I. PROTECT THE 0000 w111cn Is IN you, "Th,it ye lose not the things 
which we wrought." The Churches-we seem much more 11nxious to m,tke converts 
tlmn Lo retain them. I. Remember the services of others. In the mansion you will 
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SC'<' some old pi<'lm·es of no gr<'nt nrtistic mine, nnd othcrn of vnlue lmt not o[ ·11, 

nwdC'rn sty!<'. Yon s11,y, "Th<'se lll'C old, vnlnnblc heirlooms of the family." 
SRcr<'<l memories cluster nround them. They spenk of old times. These old 
pictures look 11.t you from their elev11,tcd stations on the wall nnd say, " See thnt 
ye lose none of the inheritance which yom noble nncestors have gnined for you." 
The " elect lr1d~-" alone knew the significnnce of the words II which ,ve hnve 
wrought." Did he not nse all the persuasion of his soul to lead her nnd her 
childrC'n to the trnth? 2. Exercise, watchfulness, nnd prnycr. Even the vnlunble 
old pictures will d<><'ny unless they are protected from the rnvages of time. Hold 
the fort o[ truth, nnd defend the citadel of faith. Hemember thnt there are 
en,m1ies rer1dy to despoil you of your precious experience. 3. Guard the entrances. 
There is dang<'r within as well as without. II. EXPECT THE REWAnn wmcH 1s 
nr:ronE ,ou. There is a present reward in any Christian act. Full rewnrd here­
after. (T. Dni·w.<, lll.A.) That we lose not those things which we have wrought. 
-The 1rro11_q/,t ,cork of tl1e Dil'ine Spirit within the s011!.-I. Tim WROUGHT WORK 
or oun SPIRITUAL STATE. (1) The wrought work of God. That we are what we 
are is due to the working of the Eternal Father in all His providential ruling, 
and of the Di\"ine Son in His special redemptiYe wo1·k in this world : but more 
particularly to the working of the Holy Spirit in His direct nml immediate action 
on the hen,rt.. If there be lines of beauty, tracings of truth on the tablet of our 
soul. it is because we bear within the imprint of His gentle but mighty hand. 
(2) The wrought work of the Christin,n minister. Probably John wrote, "The 
things which we have wrought." So far ns the truth which is held in their 
minds, and the conYictions which stir their conscience, and the principles which 
rule their life, are due to the fidelity of the minister of Christ, to that extent their 
spiritual stn,te is the wrought work of the Christian teacher. (3) The wrought 
work of the soul itself. Paul speaks (Gal. vi. 3) of n man's character as being 
his "own work." We hnYe thought seriously, felt cleeply, prayed earnestly, 
resoh·ed strenuously, chosen deliberately, wrestled manfully, persisted patiently. 
Our spiritual condition is the outcome of much expenditure of om· own vital 
energy. II. ITs POSSIBLE EFFACEMENT. Can these lines of heavenly beauty and 
Di,·ine truth, traced by the finger of God, be so crossed nnd counter-marked as to 
present nothing but a mass of senseless hieroglyphs? To this question we give­
(1) The answer of a very sensible philosophy. In theory it ce1·tainly may be so. 
The waters wear the stones-not only the lashings of the mighty and furious 
waxes of the Atlantic flinging themselves on the rock, but the nenrly noiseless drip 
of a single drop falling on the slab of stone below. And surely the powerful 
forces of eYil companionship, of frivolous or sceptical literature, of unwise self­
indulgence, of excessive pleasure-seeking, acting daily, hourly, on the sensitive 
responsive spirit, will wear the soul and disfigure it. (2) The answer of a too 
common experience ; in fact it often is so. Ill. Oun PRACTICAL WISDOM IN REGAilD 
To IT. We had better (1) own to ourselves how disastrous would be the entire loss 
of it. What other loss will compare with this? (2) Count the cost of a partial loss 
of it. If we do not heed there will be those who will fail to attain a II full 
reward." These mny be the ministers who will miss something of the blessedness 
that would be theirs if thei1· converts were presented complete in Him ; or they may 
be our own spirits, for there will be those who will rule over a few cities that might 
have ruled over many, who will be saved as by fire instead of having the" abun­
dant entrance." (3) Take the most vigorous measures against spiritual loss, (W. 
Clark.son, B.A.) 

Ver. 9. Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ.­
The doctrine of Christ :-The words "doctrine of Christ" may signify either thnt 
doclrine which Christ taught when He was here on earth, or that doctrine of 
which Christ is the subject-the doctrine which sets forth the truth concerning 
Him. I belieYe it is in the latter sense that the phrase is used here. By 
"doctrine" here we are not to understand what that term commonly means as 
nsf:d in the present day, viz., a dogmatic or speculative affirmation of truth. The 
original word means simply teaching, and it embraces all kinds and matters of 
foaching-the assertion of facts, the elucidation of beliefs, as well as the nffirmation 
and proof of clogmatic propositions. The doctrine of or concerning Christ, then, 
hem referred to, is the whole body of truth made known to us by Christ and His 
aposUes concerning Him. Now, you will observe that to this the apostle her<' 
assigns a supremely important place. A real religion must have a basis in rcnl 
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lwliefs. As n. fountn.ln which is Hsolf poisoner] will not send forth waterg Lh1tt 1tre 
wholesome, n.s liLtlc will beliefs thn.t rtre false or erroneous conduct to a religion 
th11t ls true 11nd beneficent. From this it follows th11t, a.a Christianity is offered to 
mon 11s the only truo religion, Hs teachers are shut up to the necessity of requiring 
the belief of the facts a.nd truths upon which it is founded as the indispensable 
condition of 11 mrm's receiving the benefits of this religion or being recognised as 11 
true professor of it. " Whosoever transgresseth, a.nd abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ, bath not God." The a.postle rcgn.rds the doctrine of Christ as corning to us 
under Divine o.uthority, as a. commFtnd to which we are bound to submit, and con­
sequently he spe11ks of all departures from the truth thus binding on us as 
"tro.nsgressions." I. The grand funclarnentn.l fact of Christianity is THE INCAR­

NATION, the o.ssurnption by the Second Person of the Trinity of human nature into 
persono.l union with the Divine, the manifestation of God in the flesh of man. 
This is 11 great mystery which we cannot comprehend or expl11in. The fact tran­
scends hum11n reason, 11nd therefore never could have been discovered by human 
reason, which can no more rise above itself than the eagle can outsoar the atmo­
sphere in which it floats. But, though reason cannot discover this, the history of 
man's efforts after a religion give ample proof thFtt this is a felt necessity of the 
human soul. How c11n the weak and sinful come before the All-perfect? How can 
the finite enter into re111tion with the Infinite? How can the weak voice of man be 
heard across that tremendous gulf which yawns between him, the creature of a day, 
and the Eternal? Who shall bring God nigh to him? His soul cries out afte1· a 
Living, 11 Personal, an Incarnate God. This shows that the fact of an Incarnation 
is not foreign to our nature ; nay, that it is felt by the human conscioasnesg to 
be essential to religion. And this gi·cat want the "doctrine of Christ" alone 
supplies. God " rn11nifest in the flesh" is the solution of man's sorest difficulty as 
a religious being, the gmnd accomplished fact on which he can securely rest in his 
approaches to God. II. Another funclamental truth of Christianity is the .I.TO'sE­

MENT. That in some sense it is only through Christ that we can come unto God so 
11s to be accepted of Hirn, is admitted on all hands by those who profess to be 
Christians. Now, no attentive reader of the New Testament can fail to see that 
that on which stress is everywhere 111id in this respect is Christ's offering Himself 
ns a ransom and sacrifice for men. He has taken our sins upon Him, and by His 
obedience unto death bath removed the obstacle which our sin placed in the way of 
our acceptance with the Father. And thus has He made atonement for us. Now, 
this also meets an acknowledged and widely Ielt want of man. Everywhere, and 
in all ages, man is seen acting upon the principle that some satisfaction must be 
rendered to the Divine justice before man can be accepted by God. [\,fan, conscious 
of guilt, condemned at the bar of his own conscience, has asked himself the 
question, "How shall man be just before God ? " " Wherewith shall I come before 
the Lord, 11nd bow myself before the high Goel? " That it is with something he 
must appear is n settlecl point; the only question is, What shall that be? And the 
only answer he h11s been able to find to this is tbo.t which tro.dition has handed 
down from the earliest times, n11mely, sacrifice-in which the offering up of o,n 
animal to the Deity was o.n acknowledgment tho.t the sin of man deserved deo.th, 
and a petition that a. substitute might be accepted for him. Now, what all men 
thus feel they waut, the Scriptures tell us Christ ho.s supplied. He offered for us e. 
real a.nd o.ll-sufficient atonement when He offerecl up Himself. He took on Him 
our sins, He bore them awo.y, made "an end of sins," nl!l,de "reconci!itition for 
iniquity," and brought in "everlo.sting righteousness." Man, with his conscious 
weakness 11ncl his deep wants, finds here ,it length that which meets his wo.nts, 
satisfies his convictions, and gives peace to his conscience, so that he is filled with o, 
joy which is" unspeakable 11ncl full of glory." (JV. L. Alexandei-, D.D.) "lrho­
soevei· goeth onward" (R.V.) may be interpreted in two wo.ys-(1) Every one who 
sets himself up as a leader; (2) Eve1·y one who goes on beyond the gospel. The 
lo.tter is, perhaps, better. These anti-Christian gnostics were advanced thinkers; 
the gospel was n.ll very well for the unenlightened, but they knew something higher. 
(Cambi·idge Bible for Schools.) The law of se((-restraillt :-This ninth verse 
a.ppeo.rs to contain one of the counsels that occurred to the ,ipostle, as he thonwit 
on the one ho.ncl of youthful impulsiveness and love of novelty, an,l on the other of 
the fascinations that 11re wont to o.ttach to dubious doctrines and to evil deeds. 
Its real meaning may be seen in the rendering of the Revise,! Version. St. John 
wrote, not "whosoever tmnsgresseth" (for he was not thinking of gcnernl breaches 
of the law of Goel), but specUic11lly "whosoever goeth onw,inl, ,i1Hl abi<leth not in 
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llw l<'Rching of Christ, hn,th not God." If thn,t be tn,ken in connection with tho 
JW<'ccding verso, w~ere a mn,n is reprosente,l tts through lmlf-hem-tedness, losing 
wlJRlevn he hn.s g1uned, the unexpected but important lesson is obtained, thnt "to 
ndrnnce oYer-eagerly and to hang back are alike Yiohttions of duty." I. Tim FinRT 
1·rrrno TO A'l"OTD IS OYER-1.:AOERNEss. "Whosoever goet.h onwn.rd" (n.t too grettt a mte, 
It men,ns, or Impelled by a hot fancy that has broken ,iwn,y from every restmint) 
"lrnth not God." It is P<:>ssible to imagine that the phro.se might be interpreted in 
R ddTerent wny, _as denotmg that nil progress in the statement or ttpplico.tion of 
rehgious truths 1s for ever barred, nnd that the incapacity or the 1·efusa,l to see in 
thPm o.ny other bearings than ha,:e been found in the past must be clo.ssed amongst 
the rn-t.ncs. Ilut with such foe.dung no sympathy cn,n be found in the Dible. The 
bod~- of reyealed truth is not a dictionary, nnd when Christ teaches, He teaches 
free men, providing them not with endless minute rules which they must mecha.nic­
ally follow, but with great principles which they must use their own wits in 
interpreting and their own responsible skill in applying. The germs of religious 
truth ...-ill be perpetually unfolding themselves, expanding into new conceptions of 
the glory of God nnd of the spiritual privileges possible to man; a.nd through all 
the future, one of the rewards of loyalty to Christ is to be that the loyal will be 
continually adYancing in Christian thought, ever more completely knowing as they 
are kno...-n. To make this or similar paragra.phs, therefore, a,n old man's protest 
against progress, 01· an apology for intolerance, is to sin against the entire Scripture. 
The warning is against needless progress, a progress that is suicidal and unworthy 
the name, the impulsiveness and the. haste that ignore all the restraints of reason. 
It is more than doubtful whether any Christian can get to know much about God, 
unless he be stirred by an ambition to know, or can make much progress in per­
sonal religion, unless he be taken possession of by the ambition to be made like his 
Saviour. The mistake is in allowing the ambition to separate itself from Christ, 
and, as men say, to rnn away with them, so that no influence from above or from 
...-ithin can withhold them from extravagance, but the force of every reasona,ble 
restraint is broken. Of the serious mistakes, in matters of opinion and in matters 
of practice, to which this over-eagerness leads, the disposition that sweeps onwards 
under the dominancy of a single idea, and consents neither to look back upon the 
point from which it started, nor to glance around at the facts with which relations 
should be maintained, there are instances enough. One man, for instance, is led to 
no good result by his own investigations into God's existence, and quickly pro­
nounces that all such investigations must prove sterile, and founds an entire system 
upon the alleged impossibility of attaining any certainty in certain branches of 
knowledge. II. AT THE OTHER EXTREME THERE IS THE EQUAL, PERHAPS THE MORE 
COMMON FAULT OF HANGING BACK, AND SO, AS THE APOSTLE TEACHES, GRADUALLY LETTING 
SLIP .Al\"D LOSING EVEllY BENEFICENT TRUTH AND EVERY HOLY PRIVILEGE WE HAVE 
G.!.Th"ED. It is a fault that goes by many names-half-heartedness, colourlessness, 
lack of principle, of decision, of earnestness; but there can be no doubt that it is 
one of !he most prernlent defects in the modern Church, tending throughout the 
Christian world to destroy the force and very vitality of personal religion. The 
fashion is to hold opinions and views that are all colourless as possible, and carefully 
to refra.in from committing oneself to anything; to remember that every question 
ha.s "so many sides that life is not long enough for men to examine them all," and 
that therefore a man should not venture to be positive about anything. Accordingly 
men compromise with obligation, hesitate in their allegiance to truth, and make a 
disposition to hang back, and a lack of thoroughness in opinion and in practice, the 
most prominent feature of their lives. There can be no question as to th<i effect. 
The mii.n who hangs back, permitting his convictions to become indefinite, and his 
sense of duty to die down into silent weakness, must in reason hold himself 
responsible for so much of the evil in the world as is done, because he provides the 
opportunity, or at least removes the hindrance. But that is not all. Let a ma,n try 
to discover the reason why his progress in religion is slow, why he does not throw 
off eYil haLits that have disturbed him for yee,rs, why his influence for good in his 
own neighbourhood is so limited and uncertain; and he will generally, though not 
always, find that the secret of it all is his own half-heartedness, the superficiality of 
his religion. III. Those being the faults at either extreme against which the 
apostle warns us, THE CONCLUSION IS onvrnus, THAT THE DEST AND llOST PERFECT Cnnrs­
TI.;N LIFE IS ONE IN WHICH DOTH ADE AVOIDED, AND THE PATH MIDWAY BETWEEN THE 
Two 1s TRODDEN. The i4eal Christian life, according to this old a,postle, iR one in 
wl,ich the progress of the fancy in regard io religiou8 truth or duty is restrained by 
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the reins of a sanctifiecl rc11,son, in which 11,ll hackwardncss is for ever prevented hy 
thornugh religious c11,rnestnesa. There is 11, tendency a.t times to imagine th1Lt s1ich 
ma.Uern are merely a question of tempernment; that the vivacious m,rn will he 
certain to go forward, rtml the languid man to hang back; and that neither c1tn bi, 
held rc~ponsible for faults that a.rise from the peculiarities of their very natures. But 
thn,t is not tho wn,y in which the Bible looks at the matter. To plead personal 
tempcmment in excuse for the habit of over-oagerness or of ba.ckwardness, is to 
overlook the gmco of God. But it is well to look a little more dosely at the reason­
n,bleness and 11dv11ntage of maintn.ining this interme,liate position between the two 
extremes. 'fhat it avoids on the one hand presumptuous positiveness concerning 
everything, and on the other the faltering that turns relig;ous conviction and 
obligation into mntters for compromise, is in itself a sufficient, but far frotn the 
only, commendntion. It is also the course that should be adopted, the state of 
mind that is most defensible nnd helpful, in relation to the fluctuations of religious 
opinion and the controversies that periodically shake the kingdom of God. In the 
department of Christian service similarly, most men will agree that the best human 
qualifications for doing it well are not over-eagerness, still less backwardness, but 
steady earnestness or well-controlled zeal. The man who in his work hangs back, 
never manages to get much done; and the man who is always apt to go a little too far 
forward, is also always apt to miss his mark, and to awaken in others suspicions of 
his discretion that seriously weaken his influence. The strongest man is he whose 
enthusiasm is disciplined by self-control, whose devotion to Christ is whole-hearted 
and well-nigh incapable of increase, but yet is closely regulated by a sanctifier! 
reason, and thus mo.de provident of its resources and unalterable in its purp9ses. 
In all associated warfare or service, the perfect heart of devotion is good, but 
waste and failure follow unless there is also the power to keep rank. But the teach­
ing of the verse applies quite as much to personal religious life as it does to service 
or to opinions; and what it urges as the condition of swift progress to the highest 
spiritual attainments, is that the spirit and the life should be, as it were, ringed 
round with the teaching of Christ, never advancing far forward from the neigh­
bourhood of Him, never drifting far behind, but keeping day by day as closely as 
possible within the circle which His influence fills. If he be tempted to ad,ance 
beyond the Saviour, the master-passion of love for Him will hold him back; or if 
he be tempted to linger behind, the love will draw him on. A more blessed kind of 
life 'Do man can conceive; and that becomes our kind of life, according as we crush 
out the disposition to regulate our ways in independence of Christ, and pour our 
hearts upon Him in continuous trustfulness. (R. W. Moss.) Doctrine and 
cltaracter:-Some one may say, "Oh, I do not want doctrines, I look at doctrines 
as so many dry bones." True, we may compare doctrines to bones, but they are like 
the bones in your body, and they need not be dry. The skeleton is not a live body, 
it is true, but what would that body be without the skeleton? In the natural 
world there are living creatures that have no vertebrm, and they consist of a soft 
gelatinous mo.ss, very yielding and compressible. And in the moral world there are 
those whose religion is of the same sentimental kind. They are accommodating, 
because it ho.s no backbone. How different is that religion from the robust 
Christianity that we see exemplified in the Apostle Paul! He taught that the 
framework of definite truth or doctrine was essentially the strength and stability 
of the Christian character. (E. H. Hopkins, B..tl..) Error affects conduct:­
As a small mistake in levelling an 11rrow at the hand makes a great difference 
at the mark, so a small mistake in the notion of truth makes a wide difference in 
the practice of the ungodly. (Ibid.) Abide in the doctrine of Christ :-The 
text itself consists of two general parts, o. negative and an affirmati,e. We 
begin with the first, viz., the nego.tive, "Whosoever transgresseth ancl abideth," 
&c., which is a censure of all such persons as do withdraw from the doctrine 
of Christ. First, no knowledge of Goel without Christ, because it is He th,it 
manifests Him (Job i. 18). Secondly, no knowledge of God neither out of 
Christ, because it is He that represents Him: as we cannot look upon the sun 
directly. So tho.t those who deny the doctrine of Christ, they have not God. First, 
in point of knowledge. Secondly, they ha.ve not God neither in point of worship. 
God out of Christ is an idol, as to any true adoration of Him, or religious service 
exhibited to Him. This is true both in reg,ircl of the object of worship, as also in 
re"ard of tho meclimn. 'fhirclly, they have not God in point of interest, they ha,e 
not that relation to God as is dcsirnble for them. They have God inclee,l in the 
common relation of a Creiitor. But they h,we not Goel CLS a God in ,0wn,tnt. 
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Those thnl, think to come to Go<l npon the terms of nature 1tnd common pro­
Yidc>nce they will luwe little comfort in Ruch npproachcs; for God considered 
out of Christ He is a consuming fire. LasUy, they lrnve not God, i.e., they 
hnw Him not in point of influence. And Umt nccording to nil theae kind of 
influences which are to be desired, and those benefits which 11,re of the grentest 
concernmenl,. As first, of grace and holiness; they have not God to s1111ctify 
them and lo communicate His Holy Spirit unto them. God is the God of 11,ll 
grace, but it is God in Christ; He is the chnnnel of the grnco of God unto us in 
nil the several kinds and particulars of it wherein it is conuuunicnted. We must 
righUy understand this me(,hod and order which God has set for the conveying of 
sa,·inr grace unto us. "'e have not grace from the Spirit immedia.tely but from 
the Spirit in reference to Christ. Secondly, as not to the influences of grace so 
neither to the influences of comfort; no true comfort or peace of conscience but from 
God in Christ ; He is om peace, both in the thing itself as also in the discovery and 
manifestation of it. The spirit of comfort, it is of His sending and comes from 
Him. He that hn,th not Christ and His Spirit, he hath not God to comfort him. 
Thirdly, as to mn,tter of salvation, not God to save him. There is no salvation out 
of Christ (Acts iv. 12). And thus we have the point in the several explications of it, 
wherein it holds good unto us, that he that transgresseth, that is, rejects the doctrine 
of Christ, he hath not God. The use and improvement of this point by way of 
application: First, it comes home to sundry sorts of persons who are hence con­
cluded in a very sad condition. This is so much the more grievous as it is the less 
thought of and expected; for these persons which we have now mentioned, they 
make a full account they have God whatever they have else. At least they have 
Him not in that way and to that purpose for which they would have Him. They 
have God to judge them, but they have not God to save them. Therefore 
we see what cause we ha'l'e to pity and to bewail such persons as these are. 
Here is the misery of all unregenerate persons ; these come under this censure 
likewise, who though they should hold this doctrine in judgment, yet deny 
it in affection and practice; forasmuch as they do not submit to the power and 
efficacy of it. Therefore in the second place, let us m~,ke this use of the point, 
even to acknowledge Christ and His doctrine and the grace of God which is 
re,·ealed in it. First, this conveyance of all goocl to us in the covenant of 
grace and in the name of Christ, it is the safest and surest dispensation. We are 
now upon very good terms which we may rest upon. If sa,lvation with. the 
appurtenances of it had been in any other bands besides we bad not been so sure of 
it. Secondly, there is the sweetness of it also; there is a great deal of delightfulness 
also in it if we were capable of it ; to see everything coming to us, strained through 
the love of God in Christ; it is wonderful pleasing and satisfying, and the heart of a 
true believer does exceedingly rejoice in it. The second is of unworthy recession in 
apostacy or departure from it, and abidetb not in the doctrine of Christ. He that 
abides not in the doctrine of Christ, hatb not God. First, as to matter of judg­
ment: here is a censure upon declining in this; for any that have formerly 
embraced Christ and His doctrine to depart from it thus, it is a business of great 
danger to them and does exclude them from interest in God Himself. But 
secondly, as this may be extended to matter of judgment, so likewise to matter of 
practice. A man may in some sort abide in Christ's doctrine so as to give assent 
and credence to it, and yet not abide in it so as to improve it and to live answerable 
to it. Therefore this must be taken in likewise together with the other ; then do we 
indeed abide in it when it abides in us and has an influence and efficacy upon us. 
The second is laid down in the affirmative, " He that abidetb in the doctrine of 
Christ, be bath both the Father and the Son." The sum of all is this, that be the,t 
hath not both, hath neither; and be that hath one, bath both. This having 
may admit of a threefold interpretation. First, hath them in him, by way of 
abode and habitation. Secondly, bath them with him, by way of society and 
communion. Thirdly, hath them for him, by way of a£sistance and approba.tion. 
(T. Horton, D.D.) 

Vers. 10, 11. Receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed.­
Loyalty to Chrilit :-The man who comes to undermine men's faith in Christ is on 
an evil erraad. His work is an "evil work." Let no false motives of courtesy or 
toleration lead you to give any assistance or encourngeraent to such. Let not 
your tolerance to men have for its other side indilierence to Christ. A tremendous 
responsibility rests upon us to-day. Cbri~t is the sole reinaining hove of the 
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world. For tho srtko of our own souls, rtnd all the souls aronnd us, anrl for all that 
ltl'0 coming to be born into this world, let us be faithful. I'olycarp, sairl Dr. Dunr;an, 
would have stood 1t b1ul chance in an examination by .John Owen; hut he was a 
famous man to burn. He was offered his life if he woul,l just say," Crosu is Lord," 
and fling rt few grains of incense on the altn.r. No; life n.t thn.t price was too rlen.r. 
Ho could not afford to live at such a cost. Would he swen.r, then? Revile Christ 
by It worcl? No. "Eighty and six years," sn.icl the olcl man," have I served Him, 
nncl He hath clone me no wrong. How, then, can I speak evil of my King?" And 
then they put him in the fire. He was but n, simple, commonplace, pious old mn.n. 
But he burned well. He hn.s left no system of theology. That wn.s his theology­
to burn for Christ, to be faithful unto death. Goel give us to be equally faithful 
under cliJJerent and less 1trcluous circumslances, that at the last we too may" receive 
the crown of life." (J. JJI. Gibbon.) No toleration :-1. Intercourse with anti­
christian teachers is very injurious to the faith of young Christians. The faith of 
young Christians is its.elf young and tender. Any fellow may knock about the 
babe in the cmdle, but he would not lift up his hand against its father. What is 
very painful in the conduct of the infidels, agnostics, and secularists of the day, is 
the effort they m1tke to get young men together to their meetings. 2. It also incurs 
a grave responsibility. "For he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil 
works." That is, he is reckoned by others to be in partnership with him. To 
countenance evil is as bad as to commit it, and to be where evil is clone is to 
countenance it. Let rnligious teachers often show to the young the perils and 
responsibilities of mixing up in unchristian and immoral society. (T. Davies, M.A.) 
The contagion of evil to be avoided :-When a man is known to suffer from a sadly 
contagious disease none of his friends will come near the house. There is little 
need to warn them off: they are all too alarmed to come near. Why is it men are 
not as much afraid of the contagion of vice? How dare they run risks for them­
selves and children by allowing evil companions to frequent their house ? Sin is 
as infectious and for more cleaclly than the smallpox or fever. (C. H. Spurgeon.) 
Be that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.-Our share in 
other men's sins :-There are few more remarkable sayings in Holy Writ than that 
of our blessed Redeemer, "He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet 
shall receive a prophet's reward." But the principle which pervades this saying of 
Christ is not limited in its operations; and, if one application of it be encountging, 
another may be alarming. May it not be possible to identify yourself with an evil 
man as well as with a good, so that, though you may not yourself actually commit 
the evil man's deeds, yet you shall be reckoned with as though you had done the 
deeds? That the principle admits of this application is but too clearly proved by 
our text. These words of St. John are, indeed, premsely parallel to what our 
Saviour says in regard of a prophet. To bid . the heretic God speed would be to 
give the weight of your authority to his heresy. In mercantile phrase, as has been 
well said, it would be to endorse his false doctrines; and the day of reckoning shall 
come. But this opens before us a great and solemn subject of discourse One is 
disposed at first to hope that it may be merely through some metaphysical subtlety 
that human beings are represented as so interwoven with each other, that the same 
actions may be charged on a variety of agents : but metaphysical subtlety there is 
absolutely none; the apostle speaks of our partaking in other men's evil deeds with 
the same plainness which he would use if speaking of our obeying any one of the 
Ten Commandments. Oh, this wonderfully enlarges the power or opportunity of 
destroying our souls; this amazingly magnifies the dread business of the ju<lgment. 
I could tremble at being told," Eve1·y man shall bear his own burden "-at he,uing, 
" So, then, every one of us shall give account of himself to God"; but I do not 
apprehend all the awfulness of appearing at the tribunal of the Most High till I 
ponder this assertion of St. John, "He that biddeth him God speed is partaker of 
his evil deeds." Now, examine more definitely the modes in which we may h,we 
share in other men's sins. We will select two modes: the first is that of giving 
evil counsel, or diffusing wrong principles; the second is that of setting a bn,d 
eXLLmple. 'ro illustrate the first mode, we will take an extreme case, but which 
cannot be examined without our discovering a principle which may equally be 
applied in various lesser instances. The case is that of an author, who, h,wing 
committed to writing licentious or sceptical thoughts, applies the vast power of the 
Press to the gaining for them currency through the world. You will h,tnlly require 
of us to show vou that this author p,irticipates in the sins of other men. Where­
~oever his book is, there 1u,iy he be, undermining.the fouucl>ltiou:; of rnornlity «ml 
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religion, poisoning the springs of life, nnd inst.igating others to be as seeptie1tl or e,s 
debauched as himself. Hepentance, for the most p1trt, is utterly unav11iling; the 
author may become altogether II reformed man, being clmnged from the infidel into 
1hc sincere believer, and from the immoral into the 1·ighteous; but he mrty lmve no 
pown whRtsoever of recallinp; his writings: they h1we gone forth 11s upon wings to 
th<' fnrlhest ends of the earth. What a perpetuity of C\'il-doing hrts t4us been 
:wquircd by rnnny of the dead! And though you mlly think that this, however 
clear nn illnst.n1Jion of the partaking in the sins of other men, furnishes but little 
of prnclical lesson to yourselves, I "'ould remind you th1tt the 1tuthor only docs 
that i_n a higlwr degree that is done by any one in II lower, who gives brtd 11dvico or 
sancllons wrong principles. The act of printing does but cnl11rgo, so to spe11k, the 
sphere of the author's individuality, and cause him to 11ct on II brortder surface; 
hut evidently if, in place of printing, he confines himself to speaking, delivering to 
!,he comparatively few who are brought within sound of his voice the so,me 
sentiments that we suppose scattered by the Press over ho,lf -0, community, why, he 
will partake of the sins of those few, even as under the other supposition he would 
of the sins of the whole host of his fellow-men. And if you still further reduce 
the position of the author, so tho,t in ple,ce of bll1sphemous sentiments you put 
mere worldly words into his mouth, o,nd without mo,king him o. pattern of 
immorality simply ascribe to him indifference as to religion, it is clear you do 
not touch the argument upon which participation in other men's sins is este,blished, 
though yon may diminish the likelihood of his making other men to sin, or the 
enormity of the crimes to which he may be accessory. Do you never let slip an 
opportunity of reproving vice, of recommending virtue? Do you never, when you 
hn,e given an opinion on points of difference between men of the world and 
disciples of Christ-do you never lean to the side of the world, because not honest 
enough to despise the risk of giving offence? There is not one of you whose 
actions do not operate on the actions of others-operate, we mean, in the we,y of 
example. He would be insignificant who could only destroy his own soul; b:it you 
are all. alas ! of importance enough to help also to destroy the souls of others ; and 
henceforward we would have you remember that whensoever you act you act for 
a multitude; eyes are upon you, many or few, according to the position that you 
occupy; some are either watching to take pattern or waiting for your halting. Be 
,icious, and ,iciousness may go down as an heirloom in half a hundred families; 
be inconsistent, and enmity to the gospel may be propagated over a parish ; give 
occasions of offence, and many may fall ; those who are entering in the narrow 
way may be discouraged, and those who have already entered me,y be made to 
stumble. Well, then, if such be the fact-if, through our necesse,ry connection 
with numbers of our fellow-men, a connection resulting from the circumstances of 
our nature-if, throngh the giving evil counsel, which it seems almost impossible 
to avoid, and through the setting evil example, which must be done in some sense 
by all but the perfect-if in these ways we become partakers in other men's sins­
better fly the world at once; better retire to the desert, where, o,ltogether separated 
from our kind, we should at least have no guilt to e,dd to our own! Vain thought! 
Suppose, then, the,t we flee from active life and bury these powers in solitude, we 
shall still be chargeable with all the evil which might have been counteracted, he,d 
we stood to our posts and made use of our te,lents. We might have ste,yed the torrent 
of vice and ungodliness; we might have turned some sinners from the error of their 
ways. What, then, have we obtained by flight? Have I striven up to the measure 
of the ability conferred on me by God to promote the diffusion of sound principles, 
and to subdue the aboundings of iniquity? You ask, in a sort of terror, for some 
specific by which to guard against this partaking in the sins of other men. I h:we 
but one answer to give_ The only way not to partake in other men's sins is not to 
sin yoursel.es. The great use which we make of this subject of discourse is the 
furnishing another motive to you to the walking circumspectly and the living 
righteously. (H. llfeli·ill, B.D.) 

Ver. 12. Having many things to write unto you.-Christian intercourse:-
1. THE FULNEss oF JoHN's HEART. His hee,rt, doubtless, was full of what con­
cerned ihe fruits of his ministry in the Church of Christ; of what he had seen 
and heard, of the results of his long-continued and laborious exertions for the 
salrntion of men ; of bis own feelings and prospects in his e,dvo.nced stage of life, 
and of bis cheering hopes of soon being in a better world, where be would have a 
sivbt of Cl.u-i:;t. And bis heart might be full of those tender emotions which would 
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expt·esa themselves in Rncred n,dmonitions n,nd directions, which he designed to give 
to tho pious family whom ho waa shortly to visit. 1. What are those thinga which 
Hhould fill our hcn,rts? We may be n,frnid, if 001· hen.rta are not full of goo,! things, 
it ia not been.use there is any scantiness in the word or works of God; but because 
the ground is n,Jrcruly preoccupied, or becn,use there is in us too liWe relish for whn,t 
is good ancl profitable. 2. Religion is socio.I and comrnunicA,tive. Selfishness and 
exclusiveness n.ro n,s unchristian as they n,re unn.miable. II. Jom1 F.XPRESAF.s ms 
DF.rF.RENCE TD AND nEJ,IANCJ•: ON THE Drvrnm PnoVIDF.NCF, FOR TIIE ACCO}IPLJSIDIE"T 
OF ma IN'l'ENDED vrnrr. 1. \Ve are, in all things, dependent on Goel, We may 
1n·opose, but should ever remember there is one that disposes of us, and of all 
things, according to His good pleasure. 2. Trn.~ling in God for the fulfilment 
of om designs is justifin,ble only on the supposition tho.t such designs are well­
pleasing in His sight. III. JoHN, IN THE EXPECTATION oF AN INTEnvmw WITH ms 
PIOUS FRIENDS, LOOJrnD FOil MUTUAL AND AMPLE JOY. 1. Inquire into the nature of 
that joy which· ho .expected in his visit. We doubt not it was a religious joy. 
There John expected to witness Christian order and decorum, reciprocal proofs of 
affection, ancl lovely demeanour. There he would expect to find that hnmbleness 
of mind, that holy wn,lking, that devotedness of heart and life to God, and that 
active piety which so finely illustro.te the gospel. He would also expect to have an 
interchange of feeling on the sublimest o.nd most interesting of all subjects, relative 
to the redemption of the world by the Lord Jesus Christ, and to find in the hearts of 
all in that family o, response to what he felt in his own, in reference to the progress 
then ma.king or made of the gospel in the world by the instrumentality of his 
fellow apostles; and thus heart would kindle heart, and Christian, holy fellowship 
would produce joy with which a stranger to such themes could never intermeddle. 
2, We see how mistaken many are in their view of religion as incapable of 
affording joy. This must arise either from their disbelieving the word of God, 
or because, irrespective of its testimony, they form their judgment from their own 
inability to feel any pleasure in it. (Essex Congregational Remembrancer.) Face 
to face :-The social feeling is a vita.I element of our nature, and fit society is 
indispensable to the perfection of happiness. Indeed it would seem that this 
is necessary not only for beings constituted and related as we a.re, but for every 
intelligent being. There is society o.mong the o.ngels of heaven; there is society 
in the being of God Himself. Conceive of the creation of one solitary being to 
occupy the vast physical universe. He finds himself smrounded with the grandeur 
and the eve1·-varying beo.uty of the material creation. 1. This view of the 
necessity of Christian communion to the perfection of religious joy teaches us 
that a monkish seclusion from the wodd is contrary to the whole genius of the 
gospel. 2. This view of Christian communion suggests the wisdom and the 
desirableness of those ordinances and arraQgements that are designed to facilitate 
that communion. 3. This view of Christittn communion suggests delightful 
o.nticipn.tions of the blessedness of heaven. (J. P. Tho111pso11.) 
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