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THE 

BAPTIST MESSENGER: 

CHRONICLE OF TTE 

LONDOX: 



TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS AND READERS. 

D1cAR FRIENDs,-Another yca1· of vicissitude anll blessing has ful­
filled its conrse, and with its <leparture many ;;easons of unimprove(l 
privilege might be profitably recalled; regrets are useless, for the past 
is gone for ever. True wis(lom seeks to turn the present to good 
account rather by reflectiug that" the time is short." :!\Iuch that might 
have been done must for ever remain undone, because we failed of 
utilising opportunities as they were presented. Thus it is that so large 
,1 portion of human life nms to waste instead of being devoted to the 
service of God and to the welfare of our fellow-men. 1,Ve are all apt to 
forget our dutie;; and rebtionships. If raised by Divine grace to the 
dignity of. sonship, we sho,1ld ever remember tha.t adoption implies 
service, awl consecratell service of the Lest kind. " In all labour there 
is profit," s:1ys Solomon. Ancl if this be true in ordinary life, how 
intensely and emphatica1ly true c1oes it become when applied to that 
"higher life " of which ,ve hear so much aml see so little. During the 
past year it has been our aim to stimulate the grov,-th and practice of 
personal holiness in the full conviction that the influence of the Chmc:h 
depends rather upon the character of its members than the calibre of 
its teachers. Highly-gifted pastors and earnw;t preachers fail of the 
mark set before them in the Gospel if the Lorcl's }leople are unfruitful 
in every good word anc1 work. 

\Ve have aburn1ant reason for thankfolnesll to the many kind helpers 
who have contributeu to this lllaga¼ine (1uring the twelve months now 
drawing to a close. 

Gratefully recognising the goodness of God in the past, and prayerfully 
invoking His guidance for the future, as we stand on the threshold of 
an approaching year we rnverently commit our magazine, our friendc;, 
and in short all our work, to the blessing of Him who alone can make 
one thousand ~iyht lwwlrcd and eighty to ourselves, our families, and the 
Church of God in veTy deed a HAPPY ~Ew YEAR. 

THE BUTTS, 

:N'mv BRENTFORD, MIDDLESEX. 

Decembc1· 31st, 1879. 

Yours faithfully, 

WILLIAM ALEXANDER BLAKE, 
Eclitor. 
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THE OLD, OLD STORY.* 

-'- SEll!II0N DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY 0, H. SPURGEON. 

""\Yhcrcfore He is ,chle afao to save them to the uttermost that come unto Goel 
by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them."-HEBREWS vii. ~.'i. 

SALVATION-how full of music is that word; Not indeed to all ears, but 
to the ears of those who are in danger of ruin. To be saved! Why, 
there are times in some men's history when the thought of being saved 
has rpickened their pulse, and made every drop of blood in their veins 
leap for joy. Here is an instance : A ship has gone down. She was a 
fair, a gallant barque ; but she sailed in an unpropitious hour into the 
midst of tempests, and, after desperate endeavours, she sunk. What 
became of the mariners I How fared it with the passengers ? Alas ! 
most of them have gone down to the depths. Yet there is a remnant of 
them floating on those few spars, lashed together into a raft, huddled 
into a heap. Miserable and <lesolate they sit sighing to the winds and 
crying to the sea, fearing a watery gravC', while feeling such anguish that 
the life to which they cling seems more bitter than the death they dread. 
A long time have they been on that raft. They are perishing of thirst. 
They have hoisted that piece of rag upon the only pole they could find, 
and held it up as hng as their poor hands could atl'ord them strength. 
They have clustered their bodies around it, and there it is floating, a sad 
signal of distress before a sky that has no eye of pity in it. Five were 
drownecl yesterday; three were cast overboard this morning, found dead 
amongst the mass. They have strained their eyes looking for a sail, but 
they have not seen any. They were deceived once with the sea bird's 
white wing; they can scarcely be deceived now, despair has taken such 
hold upon their hearts. ·when all hope is lost should help of a sudden 
to their rescue come. Should a brother's cheery voice greet them-" You 
were lost, but you are found ; yon were ready to perish, but you are 
saved." Oh! with what joy would their bossoms throb. I tell you there 
is no word in any language which could charm them so much as that word 
"saved." A strong arm has lifted them into safe quarters ; kind hands 
have ministered to their necessities; soft smiles have saluted them as 
though it were as gratifying to save as to be saved. .And now, as the 
heart revives and the strength returns, the sudden impulse subsides only 
to be replaced by an intense satisfaction-the joy, the comfort, the happi­
ness of being saved. The condition of ungodly ruen, as it appears to me, is 
~ot ~n~tly mirrored in the picture I have drawn. The great vessel of 

umun1ty has gone down. The pomp and glory of our perfect race has 
been W:ecked, and sinners huddle together on that little piece of wreck 
cal(ed h~e, only waiting one by one their turns to die. Sick of this world, 
which yields no water for a truly thirsty soul, they look out for hope; 

* This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprintin;, nnd tramlnting is reserveu, 
~o. 242, NEw SEru:Es. 
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and if they be in their senses -that is to say, if the Holy Spirit ha.'! 
taught them this-there is to those poor perishing men no word whiclh 
can be so charming as this word "saved." And the text, which speaks of 
being sand "to the uttermost," must have in it the very ring of the 
music of celestial harps. 

Shall I give you another illustration of imminent peril! A carriage 
dragged by horses crosses the crisp, white snow. A strange howling is 
heard. The young lady in the carriage inquires, with evident trepidation, 
"Tell me, father, what was that strange noise I heard?" Intent on quieting 
her alarm, he tells her that he thinks it _was only the wind. She is stm 
awhile; till in louder and more piercing notes she hears it. Strange sound 
for wind ! She asks again. He cannot restrain himself, his own fears are 
aroused, he tells her he fears it is the wolves. Nearer, clearer, and more 
terrible comes the baying of these wild hounds. They are pursuing the 

_carriage, swift to slay, athirst for blood. They overtake the travellers. 
A horse is thrown to them. They pursue it, drag it down, rend it in 
pieces ; and again they are in full chase. Another steed is sacrificed, only 
to stimulate, not to satiate their voracity. The dilemma seems desperate. 
Horror seizes; hope fails them. How would the blackness of their danger in­
tensi(y the brightness of their delight, if these hell-hounds were affrigl1ted 
by a flash of lightning which kindled a blaze, and drove them back to their 
dens. Yet so it is; a flash of living faith repels a thousand deadly fear;,; 
and unspeakable is the joy of receiving the end of your faith, even the 
salvation of your souls. Ungodly men, when thoroughly roused to a. 
sense of their true state, are in a. pitiable plight. Their sins are behind 
them ; they seek to fly from them, but they hear the howling of their past 
crimes following them up ; the quick ear of conscience listens to the· 
deadly barkings of sins that have long since gone by ; and let the 
sinner flee as he may, those sins pursue him still. Those of you who have 
been trnly awakened know how desperate is the chase, and how certainly 
they will fall victims to the vengeance that tracks the path of the trans­
gressor. Of mercy they can entertain no hope, while they feel themselves 
exposed to the justice of God. Who can be saved unless there be a 
Saviour ? Courage, desponding friend, our text comes to us fraught with 
everything that is melodious. It tells you that there is forgiveness -nay, 
that there is forgiveness to the uttermost-for Christ" is able to save to 
the uttermost all that come unto God by Him." 

I have often felt a burden on my soul when I have bad to deliver God's 
iudgments; but I have a burden which seems quite as heavy to-night, 
'because I feel I cannot convey to you in such words as I want the sweet 
love of our gracious God, His willingness to forgive sin-nay, the joy of 
His cTeat intinite heart when He can find a transgressor weeping over sin, 
who "'will humbly come to Him through Jesus Christ. I do pray that I 
may so set forth the heart of God to you, and the power of Jesus Christ, 
that no sinner may be able to say, "I cannot be forgiven."-that no one 
ruay be disposed to ":rit~ his own name in the black lis~ of reprobates, and 
say, " There is no pity m heaven for me, and no ~ope m the world that I 
can enr be saved." Oh ! that my text may forbid thy doubts and fears. 
•' He is able to save to the uttermost them that come to Goel by Him, 
,;eeiug He ever liveth to make intercession for them." 

'\Ye will begin by noticing the ground of that sweet comfort here oiforecl 
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to every sinner that comes to Christ, namely, that Jesus Christ ever liveth 
to make intercession for sinners that come to God by Him. 

The ground of this lively cousolation is a living Saviour. Priests under 
the Jewish dispensation died in the course of nature. One priest succeeded 
another. But Jesus Christ abideth for ever. He is a priest after the 
power of an endless life. He can ne,'er die. He has once for all hy His 
death atoned for sin. Never again will IIe stretch His hands to the iron, 
or yield up His Spirit into His Father's hands. 

"iHe lives! the great Redeemer li,es ! 
What joy tho blcst assurance gives." 

Speaking the other day of a sick man who had ?~en cured of a dangerous 
malady, we mentioned the name of the physician who had cured the 
patient. A sad answer was given to our remark. "Ah, sir, but do you 
know the doctor is dead." In vain a fresh sufferer inquires for his healing 
art. But when thou hearest a sinner, one who has been saved by Obrist, 
the fear need never haunt thee that His salvation is not available for thy 
case, seeing that Jesus lives, ever lives. The Lord liveth, and blessed be 
my Rock, and let the God of my salvation be exalted. Moreover, Jesus 
lives in His office, as well as in His person. One may say, ".Ay, sir, such­
and-such a doctor did work great cures, bnt he has retired from practice ; 
so [there is no hope for me." But my Master has not exhausted His 
benevolence. He is a priest for ever. He still goes about to do His 
~eedy people good. He lives a man in His sympathy, though very God 
Ill His supremacy. He continues to blot out sin. It is not merely a 
pleasant tradition, but it is a p!"esent fact that He can have compassion 
upon the ignorant, and such as are out of the way. Jesus lives. Heaven 
would be hung in everlasting midnight if Christ lived not. Truly we 
might go about, each man with his hands upon his loins for grief, if the!"e 
were no living Saviour. But while Christ lives who once died, and while 
He lives still in His office to plead for us, let this clear faith dispel every 
gloomy thought, and let this dear hope fill our souls with joy in a living 
Redeemer. 

The great truth that those who come to Christ are saved to the utter­
most is founded on the intercession that He lives to perpetuate. Our 
Lord Jesus Christ dies no more, but He pleads for ever. Never, night or 
day? does He cease to plead. He always stands before His Father's face, 
urgmg the foll merit of His blood. He pleads-what for 1 That the 
brayers of_ the saints may be heard, aye, but that the cries of sinners may d heard likewise. That is quite as true. I know there are vials foll of 
0

1 our~ sweet, which are the prayers of His people; but there is also a 
f. hce Ill :f esus' heart for the chief of sinners; for is it not written, that 

. eh~e~e1vecl gifts for men, yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God 
nug well among them." And is it not said by Isaiah, in that chapter 
so full of grace and truth, "He made intercession" -for whom 1-" for 
the tr~nsgressors,"-for you who have broken the boun<ls of God's justice, 
a_r.d vwlated the laws of His equity by your actions. He makes interces­
sion for transgressors still. You and I cannot lift up our natural eyes, 
and lo?k throug_h yonder firmanent to see what is going on in heaven. 
But faith can discern far more than sense could ever descry, ,vith the 
eyes of our spiritual understanding we can see Jesus standing there, the 
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Ad vacate before the Father's throue. I think I hear Him now. From a con­
trite heart there has just come up a cry-" God he merciful to me a sinner." 
.And ,Jesus backs it up with I-lis powerful intercession-" My Father, hear 
that sinner's groans; liearken Thou to His tears : Lo, to his suit I join 
My own: 'Tis lily prayer; I take it in My own hands: I have cleansed 
that prayer in My own blood, and made it worthy of Thine acceptam,e : 
1·eceive it, God of mercy, and by these, the memorials of My wounds, 
grant mercy to this sinner." 0 soul, is not there good ground for such au 
assertion as this-that '' He is able to save to the uttermost them that 
come unto God by Him, seeing He ei-er lireth to make intercession for 
them 1" 

I do not know whether this is coming home to your souls. I can bring 
the bottle of balm to you, but my l.vlaster only can pour it into the wound. 
Do pray now, you that love the Lord, if ever you did in your life, that 
poor broken hearts may get comfort while we are thus speaking. 

But I cannot leave this point, the ground of the consolation, without 
remarking that He is a living Saviour, and a sympathising Saviour, an 
active Saviour. Oh! was ever such a Saviour dreamed of/ He who 
pleads for us with God is no less than God Himself. Shall God plead and 
1aot be heard 1 Being one with the :Father and the Spirit, whatsoever is 
the mind of Christ is the Father's mind too; for He can say, "I and my 
J<'ather are one.'' Do you think that God the Son will plea<l, and God the 
Father will not answer 1 ·why, soul, how encouraging this ought to be to 
thee-that thou hast nothing less than God Himself to take up thy case 
and plead thy came. And then reflect how much God the .Father loves 
Him. He is "I-lis beloved Son, in whom He is well pleased "-His only 
begotten. Dost thou think He will deny Him anything 1 Ho never has 
<lone so. He saith, "Ask of me, and I will give thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance, tmd the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession." 
And dost thou think He will deny Him a boon to thee so great, but to Him 
so comparatively small, as thy salvation? Then, again, Jesus Christ has 
died and fulfilled all that God's law required by way of penalty for sin. 
Dost thou think that aftei· this God will refuse Him? Wh8,t ! when He 
pleads His wounJs; when He reminds the Eternal Presence of His bloody 
sweat; when He uses for argument the g-ashes and the furrows which the 
ploughers made upon His back ; when IIe spreads His wounded hands, 
and points to the scar upon His side-shall this be in vain? Oh! who 
·would wish a better Pleader I Nay, who could dream of one to rival 
Him? Put your case into His hands. God will have you so to do. 
There must be rich ground here for the most confident hope, even to the 
uttermost, when such a Saviour lives; and such a Saviour actively and 
zealously plends before the throne of God. Thus much, then, for the 
ground of the comfort. 

Now let us ask, to whom is this comfort given? Can you describe the 
persons to whom it belongs? "\Vho is Christ able to save to the utter­
most. We are told, "Them that come unto God by Him." There are 
some who do not come unto God at all. They Jive as if there were no 
God; in fact, some of you could get on better without a God than with 
him. So little do you ever think of Him, that you would do quite as 
well in your ordinary dealings without Him altogether. Or, it may be, 
religion is such a nuisance to you, that if there were no God, you would 
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be all the happier. vVell, now, C:i.rist has never lliiide any promise to such 
a-1 yon are. While you remain godless, thoughtless, aboat divine thing~, 
yon are beyond the pale of the promise. He may in His sovereignty 
meet with you and change your hearts, but you have no warrant to look 
for such an interposition. There are others who do C8me unto God, but 
they do not come unto God by Jesus Christ. I know some of them. 
They say, "vVell, I do not go to a place of worship; I ci:n worship God 
in the open fields or in my own garden. I do no~ ment10n the name of 
Jesus Christ. I go myself, just as I am. I do not think of going through 
a n{ediator. I wor11hip God very sincerely with my reason, my imagina­
tion and all the powers of my intelligence." So you may, friend ; but 
cert:inly there is no promise in this text to you, nor do I believe there is 
any promise for you anywhere else in the Word of God. "Our God is a 
consuming fire;" and if you get into this consuming fire, it will consume 
you. The apostle Paul says, "Even our God is a consLlming fire." Marti11 
Luther was wont to 8ay, and very wisely, too, " I will have nothing to do 
with an absohlte Goct," And Dr. Watts has put it happily in the hymn 
we often quote--

" Till God in human flesh T .sec, 
.Lily thoughts no comfort finrl; 

The holy, just, and sacred Thrne, 
~1..re terror., to my mind. 

But if Emanue!'s face appear, 
11Iy hope, my joy begin, 

His name forbids my sla,·ish fear, 
IIis graco forgives 1ny sin.n 

You must come to Goel through Him, or else, evidently, the text does not 
smile on you. This, then, bears very hard upon all who talk about merely 
natural religion-to all who, in their Unitarianism, as they call it, try to 
do without a Saviour. Such people, whatever else they may find to com­
fort them, cannot read this text with any satisfaction. "He is able tt, 
save them to the uttermost." It is a certain and peculiar "them." It is 
"them that come unto God by Him." 

Having thus noticed who are not the comforted here, we will try to firnl 
out who they really are that find succour in this salvation. Why, it i~ 
"them that come unto God by Him." It does not matter who they are, 
nor wh:i,t they are. The poor harlot who is sinning herself out of all 
reputation and out of all hope, if now in her extremity she shall come to f 0 d by J ~sus 9hrist, He is able to save her to the uttermost. The pure 
ady, of high birth, of amiable disposition, of charitable character, whose 

conduct has not been merely moral, but upright arnl exemplary, she must 
h~:e to ?od by Jesus Christ. or else atonement and intercession will avail 

noth111g; she cannot be saved to the uttermost. This is the way the 
quee~ IU;lst come, and this is the way the herrgar must come. This is the 
;;a~ hr ~my lord" who owns a million, and this is the way for the pauper 

1a as n_t a penny in the world, and that he has borrowed. This is the 
way the thief and murderer must come throuo-h divine grace; it is the 
onl7 w~y ~h~ offscouriug of the earth ea~ come: and it is alw the way in 
:hich_rnd1viduals of thB highest reputation, and the most refined members 

society must come-we must all come unto God by Him. 
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But what, meaneth this coming to God by Him? Does it mean coming 
by repentance ? If you want a picture of that, there is the parable of the 
prodigal son-"I will arise and go to my fathn." You must come unto 
God, making mention of the name of Jesus Christ; and if, repenting of 
your sins, and hating them, and desiring to be cleansed from them, you 
thus come to Him, you sha11 be saved to the uttermost. 

Is there not also a comiug to God through Christ by prayer I Ah! 
she is an example of coming to Christ, that woman who, in the lonely 
chamber, is crying out with bitter tears, "My God, my Gad, I must. find 
Thee ; I must be found of Thee, or I perish." And he is coming to God, 
that lad there who, touched by something he heard, perhaps, in the Sun­
day-school, is now crying," Give me Christ, or else I die." Aye, and you 
are coming, if whilst you are sitting yonder, or standing in the aisles, your 
heart is saying," Jesus, Master, have pity upon me.'' That is the kind of 
"coming." There is no locality to which Christ is limited. He is here. 
You have no need that your body stir, but your soul must move with 
strong desire, with sincere request, with earnest cry. If you have these 
lougings after God through Christ, that is the manner of "coming to God 
through Him." 

But the true way, the best way, and the ·saving way is faith. The man 
who trusts in the mercy of God through the atonement of Christ is saved 
-that very moment saved. These lips of mine keep talking of this 
matter every day in the week. One does not get tired of preaching it, 
and I hope you never get tired of hearing it. The story is so simple, too. 
There is life in it. There is life in a look at the Crucified One. There is 
life at this moment for thee and for me. When you and I can see it so 
plainly, we wonder everybody does not see it; yet when we remember 
our former stupidity, we marvel more at, the divine grace that has opened 
our eyes to see it now. I know what objections will arise-you will do 
anvthinrr sooner than come to God by Christ. You want to come to God 
by· your 

0

repentance and prayers. They are very important. I mentioned 
Tepentance and prayers, but I did not intend to intimate that any feelings 
you could cherish, or any duties you could perform, would cammend yau 
to God apart from the mediation of Christ. 

Your repentance and prayers may be only aggravations of your guilt, 
if you turn away your eyes and your heart frorn the One :Mediator. Do 
not try to come to God by good works. It is like attempting to build a 
causeway through a bog-every stone will be swallowed up ; though you 
should pour in many waggon loads, you will not succeed in making an 
inch of way by all your labours. Trying to come to God by your good 
works is like the toil of Sisyphus-rolling a huge stone up hill; it rolls 
back as fast as it rises, or no sooner does it approach the summit than it 
rebounds upon him, and he has to begin all over again, and keep on, with 
no more success than before. Do not attempt to come to God by a way 
in which you are to have a finger. Come to God through Christ. We 
read in some of the tracts that come out, for instance, about Baptismal 
Regeneration, that man does his part, and that God does the rest. Oh, 
dear, dear l that is the old doctrine of devils. I like better the interpre­
tation which a poor half-witted soul once gave of doing his part. Sammy, 
they called him: though grown up to manhood, be was rather imbecile ; 
yet he was truly converted; he knew Christ, and wanted to join the church. 
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"\Vhen the pastor asked him how he came to be saved, Sammy said, "I 
did my part, and God did the rest." The minister was rather grieved, but 
very curious to o-et a fuller answer, so he said to him, '' Pray what part 
did you cl_o, and ~hat part did God do 1" "Why," says he, "God did it 
all, and I did my best to oppose Him, and God would not let me have my 
way." J (lst so. That is all man ever does or can do, apart fr_om the 
mighty power of God working in him. It is Goel that worketh m us to 
wilt and to do; and we never will or do ought that is good until He works 
iu us. He works in us, and theu we work out what He works in. He 
works in, and then we work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. 
J\fan's part in salvation! Brethren, where is man's part in creation? 
What part of the world, thou proud boaster, didst thou make'/ What 
mountain owes its birth to thee 1 What monster of the deep didst thou 
fashion 1 What fly or butterfly, what creeping maggot didst thou ever 
form 1 The lowest shape of life owes its shape to God and not to thee. 
Out upon thee t what hast thou to do here? Aud dost thou think in the 
yet more resplendent work of redemption, that God will stand and ask 
thy help 1 What! my Master, who, in his blood-red garments cries, '' I 
have trodden the wine-press alone, and of the people there are none with 
me," will he condescend to ask thy name and help, and say," Do thy part, 
and I will do mine 1" Sinner, have thou nothing to do with great works 
or little works of thine own as a ground of hope. Jesus did it-did it all, 
long, lona ago. He finished the mighty work. All thou hast to do is lo 
take the blessing Christ has procured, and to be saved, through what He 
has accomplished. You must come unto God by him-not partly by Him 
and partly by yourselves, but you must come unto God by Him alone; for 
"other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.'' Thus we have shown who it is He can save to the uttermost. 
It is those, whatever their character or condition, who tr:ist in Him, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ. 

Let us now proceed to iriquire more particularly into the comfort that 
there really is in the text? Is there not this grateful, glorious truth of 
present s~ vation, to be surely realised, that the superabounding free grace 
of God waits for every soul that comes to Him throucrh Christ. "Christ 
is able to save to the uttermost." What does this "':ittermost" mean­
the utter:nost of human sins l What the uttermost sin that can possibly 
b~ committed may be, I cannot tell. The annals of crime are stainet! 
~ith recor~s which so startled us with their atrocity at first, and then, a~ 
httle by little the dark motives and the monstrous depravities were 
unravelled, so amazed us that we have stood aghast and thought we saw 
once and again the uttermost of human sin. A troop of murderers haunts 
~j? memory. Their names are so familiar tbat I have rnmetimes thought 
. et"surest path to fame is infamy. Yet there may be, for aught I know, 
~~8 ightors and abettors of wickedness, whose vice has been so secret that 
I ey ave saved their own necks notwithstandino- their blood-guiltiness • 
. canno~ conceive what mio-ht be the uttermost of ~in, ·were I to combine 
m n~y imi.gi □ ation the u{;cleanness of the debauchee, the fury of the 
rhs~wnar, the intoxication and sensuality of those who delight to please 

ei~ pa ate-were I to link the avarice of the miser with the cold-blooded 
cr1;1e ty of the man who grasps his brother's throat, and casts him into a 
prison to rot for many years-were I to try and fish up all the tales of 
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unnatural crime con1111.itted against helpless children, the heartless ill­
treatment of wives, or the savage, relentless per~ecation of husbands-oh! 
I dare not rake in such a kennel as that-but if l did, and I should rake 
out some monster so terrible that humanity would all point the finger of 
scorn at it, and, with an univer~al hiss, bid it be faken away from the land of 
the living, even then I could not produce anything that would exceecl the 
meaninu of my text, tbat "He is able to save to the uttermost." If thy 
sins ar; unheard of and outrageous; if they have been so black and 
virous that you would not whisper them even to the ears of midnight, yet 
the blood of Jesus Christ, God'a dear Son, cleanseth ns from all manner of 
sin and iniquity. That is what the uttermost means. 

Again, it means the uttermost of despair. I have seen several cases of 
this kind; and I have never felt myself more foiled than when I have met 
with them. "There is no hope for me, sir." I quote the promises. 
"Yes, they are very sweet; but they are not for me, sir." I mention 
cases of conversion. "Yes, they will never come to me," I have met with 
some that have been ten years in despair. I recollect one that wa.s so for 
twenty yea.rs, until a few hours before his dea.th this despair settled into 
such awful gloom that it oversbadowecl the entire retrospect of life, chilled 
the tender relationships that ought then to have glowed with sympathy, 
and made it dreadful to sit in the same room with the individual. Alas! 
such despair sometimes ripens into suicide. There have been many who 
have gone down to hell, because they would not believe that God was 
merciful, or could not grasp the fact that pardon is to be had. But 
remember God is able to breathe hope into your souls even when you are 
feeling the pangs of despair. ·what though you have given yourself up; 
that is no proof that God has given you up; and though you write yourself 
down amongst the lost, you are not lost for all that. You may make a 
covenant wi~h death and a league with hell, but if Christ has bought yon 
with His blood you belong to Him, and yon cannot give yourself away. 
You do not belong to yourself. Christ will claim thee, however dark 
aDd black thy gloom may be. "He is able to save to the uttermost them 
that come unto God by Him." 

Another " uttermost" is the uttermost of evil habits. Some men have 
acquired habits that they cannot master. I do believe, dear friends, that 
many confirmed drunkards have often seriously resolved and earnestly 
endeavoured to escape froru that destroyiug habit bEfore they were com­
pletely enslaved. The iron m,t has gradually compassed them round 
about. Like Samson, when his hair was shorn, they could not snap their 
bonds, Others have fallen into the habit of swearing. I have known 
instances of men fully alive to the evil of the habit, yet under sudden 
emergency, the black words come rolling out to their own confusion. 
They have said, "It is no use, mine is a hopeless case ; I have been 
stewing for years in the devil's caldron, and do y,m mean to tell me that 
the hell's broth can ever come out of me 1" Yes ; though you have been 
boiled in the devil's dye-pot, and made a blood-red scarlet sinner, the dye 
can be got out of you. The Ethiopian cannot change his skin, but Christ 
can change your heart; the leopard cannot change its spots, but Christ 
can take all your spots away. Aye, there is an art in the Gospel to turn 
the lion to a lamb, aud the r:<Ven to a dove. Look at John Newton: was 
there ever a more depraved wretch or ever a more godly minister of 
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Christ than he 1 The cases are many in which the change has been 
wrought; and however besotted you may be in sin, He is able also to save 
you fro~ the uttermost of evil habits, see}ng He ever liveth. to make 
intercession for you; so that when Sa,tan desires to have you to sift you as 
wheat, He may pray for you, and you may be delivered. 

Let me add here that Ile is able to save you from the uttermost of 
temptation. Some persons live in a position where they must be tempted. 
I do not think, if yoll can avoid it, th~t you are right in ;iving iR 
such a position. When we have received rnto Church fellowsh1p1 as ~e 
have occasionally done, young women who served at the bar ot a grn 
pitlace, they have invariably been obliged, fo1· conscience' sake, to give it 
up, feeling themselves that it was not a proper place for them, the 
temptation being too s1.rong for young minds to tamper with. Bnt you 
may be in a position out of which yon cannot extricate yourself. The 
Christian, soldier, for instance, especially the private soldier, tbrown 
into a common room, bound to hear the talk of his comrades, and 
compelled to sleep where there are many others, must find it very difficult 
to bear his witness for the truth; but Christ is able in this matter to save 
to the uttermost. Indeed, it is very remarkable that when you find, as 
you often do, Christians in the camp-I speak from experience and 
observation-they are the most decided Christians that you meet with 
anywhere. It seems as if, in the imminent peril to which their 'gootl 
profession is exposed, God had given them more grace; so that, in the 
midst of evil company and unholy language, they have nevertheless been 
enabled, with clean hands, to stand as priests before God's altar. 
Wherever your lot is cast, or whatever condition you may be in, "He 
is able to save to the uttermost of temptation them that come unto 
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them." 

And there is an "uttermost" coming, dear friends, with you and with 
me. ·when the strong limbs shall lose their vigour and the pillars that 
be:i,r up the body shall totter, when the eyes shall be darkened, and the 
grmders shall cease beeause they are few, till, at length, the lungs shall 
cease to heave, the silver cord be loosed, the golden bowl shall be broken, 
and the wheel shall be broken at the fountain-ah t He is able to save to 
the uttermo~t in that last extremity. ·when there is no balm in Gilea<l 
and no physician there, He can stand by us, and make the dyin" bed feel 
aoft as downy pillows are. " 

"But if my Lord woulu come and meet my soul, 
J\Iy soul would stretch her wings in ha;tc, 

Fly joyful through death's silent gate 
Nor iear the terrors as she p,issc,d." 

This is rich comfort for any one under fear of death. "He is able to save 
tHo _perfection, to the end, to the uttermost, them that come unto God by 

1m.1
' 

1 
{:fow, I hav~ tried to preach a full and free salvation to you, and I hope 

ave not fa1l_ed, but I do pray the Master may apply it. 
_When ~tin Luther was in great distress of mind, and bad talked 

with certai~ learned doctors and got but little comfort, he went to a poor 
monk. This monk was not much of a theologian, but he believed hiB 
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creed, and so he repeated his creed till he came to this article of it, " I 
believe in the forgiveness of sins," and as soon as Martin heard that it 
was heaven's message to his soul. Sinner, may it be so to you ! What 
are you? Have you sinned much 1 "I believe in the forgiveness of 
sins." Don't you 1 Did you break your mother's heart 1 "I believe in 
the forgiveness of sins." Have you been a Gospel hater, and has your 
heart got hard, and have you sinned against light and knowledge 1 " I 
believe in the forgiveness of sir.s." That is a ,good expression of old 
Wydiffe, who said, "Lord, save me gratis." Ah! that is the only 
wll.y of being saved. '' Lord, save me gratis." It is said concerning 
Christ, "They hurt him without a cause;" and, beloved, it is "without a 
cause" that we are healed. The gift of forgiveness is bestowed without a 
cause, without any cause on the sinner's part, without any good cause in 
you, without any cause at all, except the cause of God's great love. I 
read the other day of a soldier in battle whose soul was saved by the same 
providence that spared his life. A spent shot struck him in some part of 
his body where he carried his money. It struck a silver coin, which had 
on it, as all shillings and sixpences have, the words, " Dei Gratia ;" and 
when he took out bis money and looked at it, he saw his life had been 
preserved by the bullet striking the words " Dei Gratia," " by the grace 
of God." " Ah," he thought, "it is iudeed by the grace of God my life 
is spared;'' and then he sought the grace of God that his soul might be 
spared too. The next time you handle your coins, I trust you will think 
of that" Dei Gratia ! " The word is" gratia ;" it is precisely the same as 
"grace." May you find that grace of God unto eternal life. I pray God the 
Queen may find it, as the inscription says, she is Queen by the grace of 
God. May you and I find it in our calling, in our life, iu our death; 
and may we mount to heaven, bearing Jesus Christ's image upon us, like 
the true coin of heaven's realm ; and let this be the motto and superscrip­
tion, "Dei Gratia," by the grace of God I am what I am. :May the grace 
of God be abundantly shown in you and rue, for His namesake. Amen. 

JOHN CARTER'S GOOD NAME, 
AND HOW HE VWN IT. 

CH.\PTER I. 

JoIIN GARTER was a newly married 
man. He was also a working man, 
aud therefore ha<l a working man's 
ll(lme. His wife was a neat, cheer­
fol, industrious young woman, whom 
he had known from childhood, and 
was, he firmly believed, just the 
partner to make home happy andcom-

fortable. As yet they had only been 
married three months ; but it was 
cheering to observe hownicelysettled 
down they seemed to be. The four­
roomed house was well furnished. 
The parlour had its Kidderminster 
carpet and hearth-rug, its sofa its 
easy-chair, half a dozen good ch~irs 
to ma~ch, a well-polished mahogany 
table rn the, centre, a bright looking­
glass ov:er tne mantelpiece, and in a 
recess m one corner of the room 
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were fixed several bookshelves, well 
filled with books, all of which were 
religious, moral, instructive, or en­
tertaining. The kitchen was well 
supplied with a broad fire-place, 
oven, and boiler, and all the utensils 
needed by a good housewife in the 
daily performance of her domestic 
and culinary labour. The bedrooms 
upstairs with their iron bedsteads, 
eupets, cane-bottomed chairs, draw­
ers, pictures, and ornaments were 
models of neatness and good taste. 
Then, at the back of the house, was 
a moderate sized garden, filled with 
choice flowers, plants, and vege­
tables, which it was John's delight 
to cultivate, and which he took care 
should be well stocked, for his own 
gratification and profit. In fact, to 
tell the honest truth, both John and 
:Sarah Carter were quite proud of 
their uew home, and we must can­
-didly confess that to a certain ex­
tent they had justifiable cause for 
indulgence in such kind of feeling. 

The old proverb says-

" Before thou marry, 
Be sure of a house wherein to tarry;'' 

and it was quite evident that this 
young husband and wife had both 
well laid this proverb to heart. And 
in this it will be admitted they had 
acted wisely. To one of his" mates," 
who on giving them a call had ex­
pressed his satisfaction at seeing 
the house so well furnished, John 
gave his ideas in this fashion: 

'' Yes, we are comfortable· thank 
qod for it ; but it has take~ some 
t1m_e let me tell you to get all these 
ili~icles together. There are three 

mgs, mate, I don't believe in • 
shtll 1 tell you what they are?" ' 

,, Y~s; go on." 
I W ~11 I don't believe, in the first k ace,h11! a Young man marryin' be­
re e 8 .out of his time. If he 

takes to ~mnself a wife before he's 
served his apprenticeship, it's very 

likely he'll beiin with short rations; 
and it's just as likely that he'll end 
with 'em. Some of this sort that 
I've known, have never been able 
to get their houses half furnished 
aB they should be, tbeir wives and 
children are but poorly fed, and you 
seldom see any of 'em with clothes 
on their backs fit to wear on a Sun­
day._ In the next place, I don't be­
lieve in young people marryin' with 
the intention of stoppin' with father 
and mother. From what l've ob­
served, they soon get tired of livin' 
with the old people, or what is fa.r 
more probable, the old people get 
tired of Iivin' with them. Old 
people and young ones when they 
are differently related don't often 
agree very sweetly together. The 
poor old folk being a bit conserva­
tive, have their ways, and the newly 
married couple, with modern no­
tions, have theirs; and so if either 
side's obstinate they are certain to 
lead a miserable, jarring, jealous 
sort of life all the week through. 
Then I don't believe in marryin' to 
go straightwayinto farniEhedrooms, 
and for this reason. People who do 
that are paying for the furniture all 
the year round, and yet after all it 
is no more their own at the end of 
the year than it was at the beginuin'. 
Now isn't that b-ue, Harry 1" 

"I've no doubt of H, J ohu. ·why 
I knew a party that just did that 
very thing. They were in such 
haste to be married that they 
couldn't wait to flnd 'a cage to put 
the bird in,' but they must nee<l 
take furnished lodgin's, inten:iin' 
as they said to get a house of their 
own soon afterwards. But after 
stoppin' in two rooms fur three 
years they were forced by circum­
stances to leave with the addition 
of two little ones into the bargain, 
and make a new start in a small 
house, with some second-hand things 
that their parents and friends gave 
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'em out of charity; and even then 
the house looked half empty." 

"That's just what it comes to, 
Harry. Well, Sarah and I took 
that view ; and from the time we 
were engaged_, we both agreed to 
save up and start fair when we did 
start She was. in a good place of 
service, and I wasn't in a bad one 
neither, so we got on well with 
clubbin' together. We both put 
our savin's week by week in the 
Post Office Savin's Bank, and when 
the time came to draw both sums 
out we found that we'd not only 
enough to furnish the house with but 
also a little to put back again either 
to add toorto help us in time of need. 
So you see now we reap the fruits 
of providin' beforehand for wedded 
life; and young folks must do the 
same if they think about marryin' 
and being happy." 

:But a well furnished house was 
not all that made this young couple 
happy. Had either Jolm or Sarah 
Carter been asked if this was all 
that coDstituted their happiness 
they would instantly have repudia­
ted the notion. Thev had both 
learnt that external things, however 
good they might be, or however 
capable of contributing to human 
comfort, were of themselves ill-fitted 
to satisfy the wants of an immortal 
soul. Both husband and wife were 
believers in the Lord Jesus, mem­
bers of a :Baptist church in the t'.)wn, 
and a credit to their profession. 
Hence, at the time when they are 
introduced to the reader, we find 
them on an evening at the close of 
autumn seated opposite each other 
by their brirrht fireside. The nights 
were just growing dark and cool, 
and John, having bad a late tea, 
washed himself, and slightly changed 
his dress, is enoao-ed in reading 
aloud to his wi£e 

0

" a good Ser­
mon," which a sermon-tract distri• 
butor in the neighbourhood has 

kindly left for their perusal. To· 
this sermon there are two teJ.Sts, 
and they both have relation to the 
value of a good mi.me. The· first 
text selected is Prov. xxii. 1-" .il 
good name is rather to be chosen tican 
great riches;" and the second from 
Ecclesiastes vii. 1-" A good name 
is better than precious ointinent." 
From these texts the preacher ex­
plains what in a scriptural sense is 
meant by a good name ; he then 
proceeds to show how it may he 
obtained and also kept; and closes 
by dwelling solemnly and feeli1wly 
on the wretched condition of 

0

all 
those who do not possess it. Now 
as this sermon had a great deal to 
do in exerting a beneficial influence 
on John's after life, it will not be 
considered out of place if we just 
give a summary of it. 

1 
By a good name, the preacher ex-

plains, is meant a good Christian 
character, which sheds its light and 
beauty and fragrance all around, its 
Christlike influence and wor~ per­
meatiDg everywhere, blessino- hu­
m:mity, and redoundiIJg to the

0 

glory 
of God. Such a name is good in 
the sight of God, good in the siaht 
of man, and good for all who poss':iss 
it here and hereafter. 

Its superiority to wealtli is proved 
by the fact that a good character is 
superior to anything material, that 
its acquisition is often more honour­
able and mefui, and that it will 
certainly prove more lasting, Great 
riches often bring great cares, lead 
to great temptations, and create 
hardness of heart, while a good cha-
1·acter gives peace of mind, keeps 
all out of temptation, and gives 
proof that they have " a heart that 
is right in the sight of God." 

:By being "better than precious 
ointment," is meant-that the good 
name is superior to all that the 
world from its own carnal stand­
point er.teems fragrant, valuable-
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and honourable. A man with a 
•good religious character, however 
poor he may be in regard to this 
world's goods, is better off in God's 
sight than the greatest earthly 
monarch, with all his glitter, pomp, 
and show. The spiritual good he 
has in possession now will culminate 
in lasting honour and glory, when 
kings and potentates and the great 
-ones of the earth shall call upon the 
,rocks and the mountains to hide 
them from the splendour of G'od's 
<majesty and the greatnes~ of His 
power. 

Such a good name as this, how­
~ver, can only be obtai!1ecl by com­
ing to Christ, trusting Him as the 
only Saviour, owning Him as lvlas­
,ter, and consecrating every power 
.and f;:lculty to His blessed service. 
To keep this good name, and so Le 
.among the number of those who 
"endure unto the end," its possessor 

,must strive to '' abide in Obrist." 
He must abide in Hirn in loving 
trust, in private prayer, in the 
·Cons!ant pe~usal ?f. the Scriptures, 
-and 11; walkmg w11lmgly and cheer­
fully m the path of obedience as it 
is laid down in the Word ~nd is 
further indicated by the ieadin"s 
of God's Spirit and Providence. It 
is_ in this way only that the goo<l 
name can be kept, and, like good 

.steel armour constantly used and ! 

polished, shine continually bri"hter 
and brighter. 0 

It was such a good name as this 
that Joseph had. He had a good 
nam_e at h~me, a good name in 
~avish service, a good name in the 

fEgeon, a good name as the ruler f t_gypt, and a good name of such 
th ing character that although three 

ousdd five hundred years have 
fasse away since his decease its 
araJra;llb is felt to the present day, 
Sn h1 ea~ long as the world lasts. tl~i a go~ name also had Oba­

. ia ' who, lll his old acre could as 0' 

a reason for good and fair treatrn.ent 
make the honourable plea, " But I, 
thy servant, fear the Lord frpm my 
youth." And such a good name, 
too, had Samuel, and Abijah, and 
Josiah, and Timothy; and it is 
worthy of note that the latter won 
it specially because, through female 
influence, "from EL child he had 
known the Holy Scriptures, which 
were able to make him wise unto 
salvation." But this good name was 
likewise possessed by one who was 
more illustrious than them all. 
Jesus when a boy was known as 
the carpenter's son, and as such he 
was poor and would doubtless be 
early inured to hard rough work. 
But even then, in Nazareth, for the 
benefit of the young, it is recorded 
of him, "And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature, and in favour 
with God and man." ,Yell would 
it be for the young if in their best 
and brightest days they sought, by 
God's grace, to copy these examples, 
and so throughout their whole 
earthly history, let their godly life, 
and work, and influence, be fel~ for 
good fa1· and wide ! 

Without such a good name 110 
man, in a Christian sense, could be 
truly wise, truly great, truly happy, 
or truly useful ; for a bad name in­
dicates a bad character, and there­
fore a bad life. With an appeal to 
the advanced in years who might 
not yet have obtained this good 
name to seek it at once ere it might 
be too late the preacher closes ; and 
as John Carter reads the last seu­
tence, which expresses the minis­
ter's loving wish and fervent prayer, 
" May we all win this good name, 
for Christ's sake!" he almost startles 
his wife by adding, in a strong tone 
of voice, almost loud enough to be 
heard in the 11ext house, " Amen, 
and Amen!" 

How the reading of this sermon 
aff~cted John Carter at the present 
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time and throughout his future 
cireer, subsequent chapters will 
show. 

( To be continued.) 

A MOUNTAIN SCENE, OR 
GLIMPSES OF THE PERSON 
AND WORK OF CH.RIST. 

£Y REV. GILES HESTER. 

Matt. xvii. 1-8. 

MOUNTAINS are considered by all 
who have gazed upon their tower­
ing heights as ranking amongst the 
august wonders of the world. They 
are the solid, massive, and endur­
ing monuments of those eruptions 
and those . rending convulsions 
which once agitated primeval 
nature. They often bear on their 
craggy sides, and carry on their 
rugged brows, the traces of those 
igneous forces and upheaving pro­
cesses which played such an impor­
tant part in the formation of the ex­
terior crust of the earth. 

Much of the grand scenery of 
Scripture history is found associated 
with mountains. Moses was lead­
ing the flocks of Jethro his father­
in-law to the back side of the desert 
to Horeb, the mountain of God, 
when the angel appeared to him in 
the burning bush. It was on the 
heights of Sinai, the most solemn 
and rugged mountaili of the desert, 
that God communed with Moses 
and imparted to him His holy law. 
On mount Hor Aaron was stripped 
of his priestly robes, and laid to 
rest in the arms of God. On mount 
N ebo Moses pensively surveyed the 
promised land, from the entrance 
of which his unadvised lips ex­
cluded him, and then yielded up his 
spirit to Him who gave it. It was 
on a mountain that Deborah.and 

Barak gathered an army inspired 
with feelings of patriotism, and 
utterly defeated the enemies 0f 
Israel. Saul and Jonathan fell in 
battle on the heights of Gilboa. It 
was on mount Carmel that Elijah 
challenged the priests of Baal and 
called down the fire from heaven to 
consume the sacrifice. 

The New Testament is not desti­
tute of glorious mountain scenery. 
The sermon which contains the 
standard of ethics for all the Chris­
tianageswasdeliveredon arnounta'm 
slope. It was in the solitude of a 
mountain that Jesus continued all 
night in prayer to God. One 0£ 
the most striking mountain scenes 
is presented to us in the text. lt 
unfolds to us important knowledge­
relating to the person and work of 
Christ. Jesus Christ is still the 
theme of history and the problem 
of philosophy. "What think ye of 
Christ, whose son is He 1" " Who 
is this son of Man 1" These ar(> 
pre-eminently the questions of 
the present day. Lives of Christ, 
written by dii,tinguished scholars, 
are continually leaving the press. 
No subject is so absorbing in its 
nature and so thrilling in its il!l­
fluences as that which sets forth the­
wonder-working power of Christ. 

The importance of the subjeet­
cannot be over-estimated. To get 
a true conception of the person and 
work of Christ is the primary duty 
of every intelligent miud, and is 
absolutely indispensable to the 
right enjoyment of personal re­
ligion. It is possible, I think, to 
make this mountain scenery contri­
bute something towards this impor­
tant end. 

Placing ourselves then in imaeti­
nation, on the mount of transfir,ui?a­
tion, let us look round and iotice 
what takes place. Wba~ are the 
chief points in this wonderful scene 
which attract our attention ? 
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I. We have here glimpses of the 
Humanity of Ghrist. 

Jesus Christ was a real man. 
His body was not a phantom and 
a delusion. His human nature was 
composed of body, soul, and spirit. 
He had flesh, blood, and bones. 
He had senses as the instruments 
of His physical nature, and a brain 
as an organ of His mental nature. 
He could perform all the functions 
of human life. He could speak, 
walk, work; think, feel, suffer. 
The actual humanity of Christ 
enters into the great mysteries of 
our faith. To reason it seems 
almost incredible that God should 
become man. The early Church, 
while believing in the Divine 
nature of the Lord, discredited the 
fact of His real and substantial 
humanity. The Apostle J uhn who 
survived all the Apostles, combats 
the heresy of the early Church in 
his Epistles. "That which was 
from tp.e beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our hands have handled, 
of the Word of Life. For the Life 
was manifested, and we have seen 
it, and bear witness, and show unto 
you that Eternal Life, which was 
with the Father and was manifested 
unto us. Hereby know we the 
Spirit of God ; every spirit that 
confesseth Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh is of God; and 
every spirit that confesseth not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh is not of God • and this is 
that spirit of Anti-christ which ye 

ave heard that it should come: 
and 

1 
in;-~n already is come into the 

wor. d. The humanity of .Christ 
the1e!ore, on the testimony of one 
of His ill?st intimate and beloved 
Apoatles, Is to be received as an un­
mistakable fact. 

'l'he human nature of Christ was 
among the qualifications neqessary 

to fit Him for the proper discharge 
of His duties as the Redeemer of 
men. " It behoved Him to be made 
like unto His brethren." In step­
pino- down from the throne to the 
cro:s, He took upon Him the form 
of a servant, and was mada in the 
likeness of men." '' And being 
fonnd in fashion as a man He hum­
bled Himself and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the 
cross.'' Through His human nature 
He became the tender sympathising 
Saviour. · He w;,s made perfect 
through sufferings. He was in all 
points tempted like as we are. He 
can take hold of all our trials and 
enter into all our sorrows. He 
knows what sore temptations are 
for He has felt the same. 

The mountain scenery before 
us is in perfect harmony with 
the Scriptural doctrine of the 
humanity of Christ. vVhatisChrist 
come up in this mountain to do ? 
Is it merely to gaze upon the out­
lying landscape, and to catch the 
fresh cool breeze which blows upon 
the mountain's brow 1 Not so. He 
is come up here with His disciples 
to pray. Luke supplies what the 
other Evangelists omit to mention. 
" He went up into a mountain to 
pray, and as he prayed the fashion 
of His countenance was altered, 
and His raiment was white and 
glistening." Now prayer is not 
an act of God, but the spiritual 
effort of man. God is self-existent, 
and independent. God in the fu)­
ness of His boundless love uiifuses 
His bounty, and communicates His 
mercy. Angels praise God, but 
men pray to God. Prayer is that 
inward spiritual movement of the 
soul which indicates desire, want, 
dependence. Prayer is the finite 
coming to the Infinite for help. In 
prayer the soul struggles through 
the darkness of nature into the 
light of God. Prayer is an act of 
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homage paid by the human to tbe Son of God. Here is a prelude of 
Divine, and in Lhe very fact that that imifab!e glory which was to 
Jesus came up into a mountain to follow the pangs and darkness of 
pray we have 11 convincing proof of the cross. "And Jesus was trans­
liis real anJ actual humanity. :figured before them ; and His face 

The humanity of Christ is an did shine as the sun, and His rai­
article of faith in the Christian ment was white as the light." 
scheme which we are sometimes "His raiment," says another evan­
apt to lose sight of. By His visible gelist, "became shining exceeding 
life as a perfect man Christ be- white as snow; so that no fuller on 
comes to us an example or pattern earth can white them." What means 
of holiness. In Him was no sin. this over-spreading cloud l "What 
He was separate from sinners. His means this dazzling glory? Have 
nature was undefiled. His charac- we not glimpses here of the orginal 
ter was spotless. In the Old Tes- glory of the Redeemer? of Him 
tament we read of holiness. In the who was the brightness of the 
New Testament we see it. The Father's glory and the express 
life of Christ is the most luminous image of His person. The depth 
page in the volume of the world's of the impression left on the minds 
history. Distinct and impressive of the Apostles is indicated by 

.above all the voices of all tlie great Peter in his memorable words, 
teachers of the world are the words 1 "For Ile received from God the 
of ,Jesus, "Follow ll!Ie.'' Father honour and glory when 

II. In this rtwuntain scene we there came such a voice to Him 
lwa, glimpses of the Didnity of from the excellent glory, This is 
Clii'ist: My beloved Son in whom I am 

Surely something more than the well pleased." 
mere humanity of the Lord is un- The deity of ,Jesus Christ is the 
veiled to our eyes in this mountain main piJlar which supports the 
scene. The spotless ~nd holy life arch of Gospel truth. Take that 
of Jesus does not constitute the , away and the whole structure will 
whole of Gospel truth. The temple ' fall to the ground. This grand 
of Christian faith is not built upon ' doctrine of the Christian creed 

.areed,howeverperfoct that reed may I forms a sure and solid basis for our 
be. It is granted that Christ was a , faith to rest upon. It gives reality 
real, true, and perfect man, but to our hope of immortality and 
Christ was more than this. God eternal life. The Divinity of Christ 
forbid that we should ever narrow gives . splendour to His royalty. 
-down the nature of Christ to Hi~ He is King in Zion. He is King of 
perfect humanity. Christ was real, kings and Lord of lords. On His 
true and perfect God. He was head are many c,-owns. He is 
God manifest in the ilesh. In this supreme both in creation and in 
mountain scene, the limitations of redemption, He is the master of 
His human nature are indicated, all the assemblies which meet in 
but the glory of His Divine nature His name. He gives commands, 
is unfolded. Heaven and earth are He metes out rewards and punish­
blended together in this mountain ments. The government of the 
picture. The dazzling splendours world is upon His shoulders. He 
of the eternal light are for a mo- is head over all things to His 
ment unveiled. We have glimpses Church. Principalities and powem 
of the pre-existent majesty of the are in subjection to Him. His 
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spiritual body tills all heaven with 
its unspeakable glory. 

Jesus, the Christ of Goel, 
The Father's blessed Son, 
The Father's bosom thine a;)oclc>. 
The F;ither's love thine own. 

God and yet man Thoa art, 
True God, true man art Thou, 
0£ man, and of man's earth ,i part, 
One with us Thou art now. 

III. We liave glimpses of the .:!ton­
ing Death of C!ii-ist iii tlti,, moun­
tain scene. 

The humanity of Christ and the 
Divinity of Christ are both disclosed 
to us in what we witness in this 
wonderfol scene. Ilut you and I 
and all mortale need something 
more than these two features of the 
Lord's person to meet the deep 
moral wants of our nature. Some 
other element is necessliry to satisfy 
the requirements of our case. There 
is sin in our nature. Guilt, like 
poison i~ the tooth of an adder, is 
hidden in our corrupt hearts. We 
are morally undone in ourselves. 
Sinful human nature is under co11-
demnation. It is a fixed decree I 

that without the shedding of blood 
there is no remission of sin. Immut­
able justice demands it. A sacri­
fice of infinite value is required to 
form an adP.quate expiation for our 
guilt. That sacrifice of inestimable 
value was offered for us by Christ 
when expiring on the cross. Inti­
mations of this approaching sacri­
:fi~e were given to those who talked 
~1th Christ when He was wrapped 
m the brightness of the heavenly 
glory. 

b Two grou_ps of individuals are to 
e seen anndst the glories of the 1 

jount. In one group are Peter 
!1mes, aud John. These threi 

yield to the Weakness of nature and 
are borne down with sleep At 
some distance frorn them are· three 
other8, the glory of whose presence 

illuminates the darkness of night. 
1 Who are the three arrayed in glory 1 

They are Moses, Elijah, and Jesus. 
They are talking. What are they 
talking about 1 They are speaking. 
of His decease (exodon) which He 
should accomplish at Jerusalem. 
His going out of the world is the 
great andall-absorbingtheme ortheiB 
conversation. His death, the nature 
and the significance of that death­
the expiatory character of His. 
sacrificial sorrow-this is the sub­
ject which aroused the interest of 
the great Lawgiver, and the 
majestic prophet, and this is the 
subject that angels desire to look 
il'lto. 

The salvation, the present safety 
and the future happiness of man, 
grows out of the death of .Jesus 
Christ. His death is the ransom­
pr-ice paid down• for our Redemp­
tion. The sacrifice of Christ is the 
central meeting-point of all the truth 
of Scripture. Prophets ant.ici­
pated His sufferings, and pictured 
in vivid colours the depth of His 
anguish and the burden of His 
grief. 

" He bath borne our griefs and 
carried ou:;_· sorrows. He was 
wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities. 
The chastisement of our peace was 
upon Him and with His stripes we 
are healed. All we like sheep have 
gone astray, we have turned every 
oue to his ow.i. way, and the Lord 
hath laid upon Him the iniquity of 
us all." 

Great sacrifice for ,,in, 
(}iver of life for lifo, 
Restorer of the peace within, 
True ender of the striie. 

To Theo, the Christ of God, 
Thy saillts exulting sing, 
Tlie bearer of onr benvy lo.n.(1, 
Our OYl"ll anointed J\ing. 

Standing then in imagination, 
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amidst the glories of this mountain 
scenery, we have unveiled to our 
gaze three of the principal facts of 
Christianity. We have glimpses of 
the humanity, the Divinity, and the 
atonement of Christ. 

Having considered how complete 
are the qualifications of Christ to 
be the Saviour of men, let us think 
for a minute of ourselves. A per­
fect and an omnipotent Saviour 
does not of necessity secure our 
personal salvation. There needs a 
spiritual tie to connect the soul to 
Christ. That tie is faitl1. Faith is 
the act of confiding and trusting in 
Christ. It is the glorious object on 
which faith rests which makes the 
principle of faith saving. The 
world was lost by faith in Satan. 
It is to be saved by faith in the 
Saviour. Let us have faith in 
Christ. He is worthy of our best 
affections. Faith delivers the soul 
from guilt. It purifies the heart. 
It. lifts the soul above the pleasures 
of sense ; and delivers it from 
the cares of the world. It will 
give us patience in sickness, forti­
tude in death, and confidence in 
judgment. In all circumstances 
may our prayer be, " Lord increase 
our faith." 

This mountain scene is sugges­
tive of the glorious meeting in 
Heaven. There prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs will surround the 
glorified Lord. The saints of an­
cient days shall hav~ converse with 
those who have fought life's battles 
in these modern days. In one un­
broken assembly shall be gathered 
tocrether those who in all ages have 
kn"'own and loved the Lord. 

SlieJ!ield, 

"BLESS THE LORD." 

A Good ,llotto for tlie 1Yew }ear. 

BY T. W. MEDIIURST. 

DAVID was richly favoured with 
unction from on high when he 
penned the 103rd Psalm. His soul 
was then bathing in the full ocean 
of God's rich mercy, and his heart 
was sweetly tuned as he sung con­
cerning the constancy thereof. He 
bursts forth with jubilant fervour, 
" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul ; and 
all that is within me bless His holy 
name." He is not content with the 
mechanical, passionless, soul-lacking 
utterance of the lip, but calls upon 
his "soul," all his inner powers, to 
break forth into rapture, while he 
contemplates the iniquity-forgiving, 
the disease-healing, the life-redeem­
ing, the glory-crow:ning, ~d the 
soul-satisfying mercies of his God. 
He is conscious that God's "tonder 
mercies'' and acts of "loving-kind­
ness" are numerous beyond the 
powers of his memory to retain them 
ALL; but, nevertheless, is desirous 
to remember SOME, and for them to 
"bless the Lord" with all his heart, 
soul, and strength. And, beiiever 
in Jesus, does not the mercy ~f Je­
hoval1, which is from everlastmg to 
everlasting unto you, demand that 
you likewise_ :' b!ess. t~e Lord 1 '' 
Can you not JOlll m smgmg, 

" Did J csus die for me ? 
And am I one of His ? 

Did He for me hang on the tree ? 
What "ondrous love is this! 
Did J csus bleed and die 
To save a wretch like me? 

That 1cith Him I might reign on high, 
And ever happy be ? " 

-then I must and will call upon 
"my soul, and all that is within 
me'' to bless auu praise His holy 
name, 
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Let us recall a few of those mercies 
which loudly call upon us as children 
-0f God to bless Jehovah. All our 
iniquities are forgiven. Mark, ARE 
forgiven, not sllall be, but ARE at 
the present moment. Salvation is 
of the Lord, and is a FINISHED work 
for all on whose behalf it was accom­
plished. All our diseases are healed 
by Jesus the Physician. We are 
now the redeemed of the Lord free 
from condemnation. "\Ve are now 
constantly crowned with loving­
kindness and tender mercies. "\Ve 
are now satisfied with the precious 
things of the everlasting hills, and 
with the good things of the un­
changing covenant. We have now 
au abiding renewal of our youth in 
an everlasting Jesus. At the present 
moment, notwithstanding the sub­
tlety of our foes,and the falsely fair 
speeches of our pretended friends, 
it is a heart-sustaining fact, that 
" the Lord executeth righteousness 
and judgment for all that are op­
pressed." His ways and His acts 
are still made known unto His 
spiritual Israel. Jesus is full of 
mercy, bounteous in grace, plenteous 
in love, slow to anger, gentle in His 
chidings, tender in His re bakes, and 
compassionate in His corrections. 
Then again we say to our souls, and 
to all our new-born powers, "BLESS 
THE LORD." 

" 0 thou. my soul, bless God the Lord, 
And all that ju me is 

Be stirred up, His holy name 
To magnify and bless. 

"' Bless, 0 my soul, the Lord thy God, 
And not forgetful be 

Of al! His gracious benefits 
IlE HAS BESIOWED ON THEE." 

Portsmouth. 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES. 

1_For t/ie Young.) 

REV, W. FRITII. 

.JEsus ought to have all the praise, 
and all the honour, and all the 
glory, because He has done all that 
was required for redemption. This 
great, work cif saci-ifice on the cross 
was complete. It left nothing to be 
done by man. Then and there God's 
law was fully honoured; and God's 
justice was fully satisfied. Now, 
Christ having done all that the Di­
vine law and God's justice re­
quired, "the kingdom of heaven 
is opened to all believers." Those who 
believe in .Jesus have nothing to do, 
but trust to, and rest on, what He 
ltas done. 

There is, however, now a large 
class of persons, some of them minis­
ters too, who, like the Pharisees of 
old, are saying that yoll must do 
tltis, and do tliat, in order to be 
saved. Those who are called Ri­
tualists, like the Roman Catholic 
"priests," make a number of laws, 
and rules, and orders, by their own 
autho::.-ity, and without any warrant 
from God's Word; and affirm that 
these things must be done in order 
that you may be saved, or be a good 
Christian! You must go to a cer­
tain church-make confession to a 
so-called "priest." A~tend "ma­
tins" and "vespers." Go at seven 
or eight in the morning to "early 
celebration." Bow each time to the 
so-called "altar." Ri~e up from 
your seat when the "priest" comes 
out of the " sacristy " or vestry. 
Believe that the "wafer'' is changed 
into the real body of Christ, and 
that the wine is changed into 
the real blood of Christ, after 
the so-called priest has uttered a 
few words over it. Attend church 
all lwly days, and use and read all 
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books the so-called "priest" tells 
you to use, ;,nd a thousand and one 
other commands. 

Now, we simply affirm, on the 
authority of Scripture, that this is 
not only quite unnecessary, biit con­
trary to &ripture. ,All the Bible 
1·equires (and never forget, that this 
is God's TVorcl, and our only gu·ide) 
is, that you should go and hear the 
Gospelji1itlifully preached, then be­
lieve its testimony, trust to Jesus, and 
endeavour to keep His command-

1 

ments. You will look in vain for · 
any one text in the New Testament 
to warrant all these useless and 

• .Popish ceremonies. And if Jesus 
were here to-day, He would make 
the same complaint now as He did 
when on earth. Just take vour 
New Testament, and turn to Matt. 
xv. 9, and hear what J·esus says, 
speaking of the Pharisees, "in v.4.IN . 
no THEY WORSHIP bh:, teaching I 
for doctrines tlte commandments ef 

1 

on, 

men!" Now, this is just what 
Re would say to the Ritualists aml 
Romanists of this day, for they de> 
the same things; they rest their 
teaching on "traditions of men ; " 
they all introduce a number of 
rites and ceremonies without Scrip­
ture warrant, and put them in the­
place of God's Word. And it is 
the duty of faithful ministers of 
Christ to warn the people against 
these things, and direct them to 
Christ alone. This we do now, ancl 
sltall always do ! Dear reader, we 
beseech you, then, as you value your 
precious son!, and would not dis­
l10□ our Christ, nor grieve His Holy 
Spirit, turn from all these things 
at once. Do not tolerate them by 
yoi,,r presence ; " no, not for au 
hour." If Jesus were here, He 
would say, " Come out from among 
t1wm;" look to Jfe alone; l will save 
you ! " There is life in the look of 
the Crucified One." 

Gunnersbury. 

A GLIMPSE OF CHRIST I<'OR K\CII SL°XDAY IX THE YEA.TI. 

IRE BREAD OF LU'E. 

FoR JANUARY 5TII. 

"I am that brearl of life."-.Jolm 
vi. -l~. 

" This is that. breail which cometh 
down from heave;,, that a man may eat 
thereof anJ not die."-John vi. 50. 

WHEN the Spirit of God quickens 
the sot1l nothing but Christ, who is 
"the bread of life," will feed and 
satisfy the life which is given. The 
soul then cannot feed upon its own 
thoughts, feelings, joys, sorrows, 
duti~s, or outward observances, 
much less upon the pleasures and 

1 possessions of the world; it hungers 
after living bread, even a living 
Christ. And Christ, by faith, in all 
His names and offices as the ever­
living, ever-present Prophet, Priest, 
and King, becomes the life of its 
pardon, jt1stification, peace, sanctifi­
cation, adoption, liberty, and joy. 
And this bread never loses its­
sweetness in the experience of those 
taught of God, and, feeding upon it, 
the regenerate soul is built up unto 
eternal life, and gains strengLhfrom 
day to day to overcome self, ·the 
world, flesh, and the devil, and to 
live with the affections set on things 
above, where Christ sitteth at the-
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right hand of God. Dost thou, 
dear reader, thus hunge1· after the 
bread oflife? blessed art thou ; thy 
very hunger is the result of the 
Spirit's work, unfolding to thee thy 
11eed and the beauty of Christ; but 
remember that in order to perma­
nent peace and daily victory over 
thy spiritual fues Christ must be 
kept constantly before the eye of 
thy faith as the daily bread of thy 
spirit, and stay and staff of spiritual 
life. 

THE LO"n:: OF CHRIST. 

FoR JA:S:cARY 12TH'. 

. ·' }',-~10 ~fall separ~_t_e 1:s from the lo,o 
,JI Ct" 1st. -Rom. ,m .. ,. 

·· Fe>r the lo,e of Cln·ist constrnincth 
ns."-2 Car. v. l+. 

:.., o theme so cleep, so vast, so sweet 
as this to the t.rue Christian. The 
love of Christ is an ocean without 
hottorn, brim, or shore; self-origi­
llated, springing up from the secret 
·depths of Bis own divine nature, 
-ever flowing and yet ever foll; con­
stantly filling the hearts of His 
_people with something of His own 
<life and blessedness. It is like the 
light of the sun, which ever streams 
forth in its own muniticence, and 
while pouring its glory upon the 
mountain range and ocean's heav­
ing bosom, stoops to shine upon the 
poorest worm, to revive the droop­
iug weed, and to clothe the meanest 
thing with something of its own life 
and beauty. Thus shines, too, the 
love of Christ; it is not alienated 
by our sinfulness nor repelled by 
cur selfishness in"ratitude and in­
sensibility, but co':nes to ~s freely 
t? quicken and renew our spiritual 
life and to bring something of its 
-0wn s_trength, liberty, and joy into 
our withered hearts, unfolding them 
upwards towards heaven to drink in 
the dew of God's own peace and 

blessedness. 0 that this love may 
beconrn increasingly dear to us, and 
may we seek to understand more of 
its height3 and depths, that we rnay 
be filled with the fulness of God 
and be constrained to follow more 
closely in the steps of onr Redeem­
ing Lord. 

THE LOVE OF CHRIST 
ETERNAL. 

FoR JANUARY 19Trr. 

"Behold, T have lo,cd thee with an 
e·rnrlasting love, therefore with Jo,,ing­
kindness have I rlra wn thee." -J er. iii. 3. 

"Ifaving- lo,ed His own that were in 
the world, He loved them unto the end." 
-John xiii. 1. 

Tm; love of Christ for His people, 
or all those who believe, is not a 
passion simply of Ilis humanity, but 
belongs to His sovereign will and 
the perfection of His divine nature. 
The little stream of divine love 
which flows into the soul of a be­
liever in regeneration, and gushes 
forth at once in living faith towards 
Christ, and rests not until finally it 
reaches His home above, comes from 
a living sprillg deep as the being of 
God and immutable as His throne. 
lt is indeed a covenant love, the 
love of the Trinity in Unity, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, flowing forth 
to heal the wounds of the stricken 
heart through the cries and tears, 
the sufferings, blood, and death of 
Christ. Has but a little stream of 
this love reached thy soul, believer, 
springing up in faith, hope, and 
love, and the spirit of adoption cry­
ing "}1.bba, Father 1'' then thou 
mayest exclaim with wondering joy 
and admiration, "Behold, the Lord 
hath appeared of old (fromafar)unto 
me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee 
with an everlasting loYe," and thou 
mayest well go forth in the dances 
of those who make merry and with 
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joy draw water out of the wells of 
salvation, as thy faith exclaims: 
"Behold, God is my Salvation; I 
will trust and not be afraid, for the 
Lord Jehovah is my strength and 
my song, he also has become my 
salvation." 
"Would'st thou life's sweetest j,iys hero 

prove, 
Oft muse on everlasting love." 

THE LOVE OF CHRI8T SELF­
SACRIFICING LOVE. 

FoR JANUARY 26TH. 

"Greater love hath no man tlmn this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends."-John xv. 13. 

Trrn love of Chrigt is but another 
name for Himself, for He is Love 
even as God is love; and having 
loved His people with a covenant, 
sovereign, free, eternal love, He 
gave Himself for them, as we read : 
•' For as the children are partakers 
oi flesh and 1!lood, He also Himself 
Iik:ewise took part of the same ; that 
through death He might destroy 
him that had the power of death." 
Hence, says the Apostle, "herein 
is love, not that we loved God but 

that He loved us and sent His Srm 
to be the propitiation for our sins," 
and '' God commendeth His love to 
us, in that while we were vet sinners 
Christ died for us." An~l the ade­
quate expression of the Father's love 
is only to be found in His Son, our 
Blessed Saviour, who came here, 
assumed our nature, and gave Him­
self to toil and suffering and shame 
and death. He was indeed the 
Good Shepherd, and proved it by 
laying down His life for the sheep ; 
in sight of such love as this, should 
we not show our love to Him hv 
cleaving to Him, obeying His word 
and seeking to exemplify His Spirit, 
and by resting in peace upon His 
Father's words, that having in the 
gi-eatness of His owu love given Hi,s 
Son for our redemption He will 
also with Him freely give us all 
things. 
"0 love ! thou bottomless abyss, 

)Iy sins are swallowed up in thee; 
Cover'd is my unrighteousness, 

Kor spot of guilt rem&ins on me. 
1Yhilo J csu's Lloocl, through earth aml 

skies, 
)Iercy, free boundless mercy cries." 

"\V. PooLE BALFERN. 

~tbiems. 

Speeches liy C. II. S_p11r,;co11 at Ilome 
and Al,road. London: Passmore and 
Alabaster. 2s. 6d. 

Tms handsomo little volume is is.sued 
uniformly with Lecture, to my Students. 
It contains eighteen platform addresses, 
more or less correctly reported for the 
daily newspapers. Dy the rather am­
biguous words ,: at home U!Hl nbroaU,7' 

Jet it he nnderntood that scme of thes,, 
little speeches were macle at the Taber­
nacle, and some away from tho Taber­
nacle ; and none of 1 hem in foreign 
parts. 0£ course they are not re,iscd 
by 1\Ir, Spurgeon; but "thev are skilfulh­
collectcd, arranged, and ;ditecl by 01{r 
good friend Illr.- G. Holden Pike. whose 
name is a guarantee for good taSte. 
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Sllam.~ awl Realities in Dre . .:;.r,, Jlannen~, r 

and lfdigion. By TmnIAS CHESillRB. 
Elliot Stock, Paternoster-row. 

1VE live in an age of shams and corrnter­
feits, and our clisgust and grief are that 
these abominations intrude thcmscl vcs 
among our religious things and lift their 
brazen faces in our holy pfaces. X o 
language is too strong forthoircxposure, 
and no treatment of them too so,ere. 
We detest all shams; more especia{ly 
1·eli_(Jiou.s slw ms. 

This book is w1·itten with consider­
able vigour. With forcihlo language 
and manly boldness the writer exposes 
the sham and then rends it, and while 
exposing pretenco and hollowness en­
deavours to guide his readers into a 
better way. 

Old .Tonath.an, the District Parish. 
Helper. 1Y. H. and L. Collingridgc, 
London. 

·wrro does not, as Christmas draws near, 
gi rn a hearty welcome to this annual :2 
An old friend with such graces that 
age is crowned with stores of wisdom, 
and yet his juvenility such as to elec­
trify babes by the sight of his features 
in a host of beautiful pictures, and to 
instruct the young in the rich matter 
recorded and the pleasing mellow tones 
in which it is given. It should find a 
place in every family. 

TIM BiUical Jiusewn: A Collection of 
Notes Explanatory, Homiletic, and 
Illustrative on the Holy Scripture. 

, By J A~IRS Cm1.PER GRAY. 

THE fourth yolume of the Old Testa­
ment series. We have nothing to add 
!o wlrnt we have said already of this 
rncomparable commentary. We ha,e 
called the attention of some of our best 
teachers to the former volumes, ancl in 
all such cases have had pleasure and 
appro,al expressed in return. This 
,olume contains the Books of Kings and 
Chronicles, and will proye a worthy 
book for our ministers, onr village 
preachers, and all workers in our con­
gregations and Sabbath schools. 

A IIiudn Genlfe111ail's Rqjfections Re­
specting the !Vories of Su-cdenuorg and 
the Doctrines of the ~Vew Jemsalcm 
Church. James Spiers, London. 

.FRmr the pen of a gifted and sincere 
writer, and will be sure to be read care­
fully, as giving in detail the mental 
working of an iutelligent mind finding 
its way from a form of heathen super­
stition to certnin forms of Christianity. 
1Yhil0 we confess to have tlrns road, wo 
hope, from tho evident sinc9rity and 
earnestness of the writer, that it may 
not be long ere some Priscilla or _-1._quila 
will be successful in teaching the Hindu 
gentleman the way of God moro per­
fectly. 

~Votes on t!rn Ren. G. J V. Olver's F'ernley 
Lecwre, 1878. By J. L. Pos.irn:r:r. 
Elliot Stock. 

IP proof were ncerlcd of the disunity 
existing among the disciples of modern 
thought, the Fernley Lecture adds 
another to the many. The men who 
write themselves as far in advanco of 
some of their brethren appear only as 
united when they endeavour to make a 
breach on some old-established vein of 
truth. Every Methodist ought to read 
this pamphlet. The Fcrnley Lecture 
is disposed of, and we thank the writer 
for his vigorous exposure of error aud 
valuable contribution to the old faith. 

Tim Baptist Messenger. The Volume 
for 1878. 61, Paternoster-row. 

ONE of the children's hymns has the 
refrain, "]Iy own Sunday school is the 
best;" and wo confess to something like 
this toward our MESSENG..ER. Take 
it for all in all-its price, its cm,­
tcnts, and its n..eJulness-it will stand 
foremost in the race with competitors, 
and provo a treasure in any Baptist 
home. The volume for 1878 is suitable 
as a Christmas present, or as an acl dition 
to our Baptist Sunday-school libraries. 

).IAGAZINES, &c. 

The Briti-<h Fla_(J; also TJ,e Soldier's 
Afnwuaclc:. (W. A. Blake, Gharing-cross.) 
Circuhtte tliese by thousands among 
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our soldiers. They will, like Ch1istian 
missionaries, go about cloing good. °"Te 
are glad to see that by the time of our 
issue the excellent Socioty from which 
those works emanate will have sent a 
soldier missionary to Cyprus. \Vil! our 
Teaders forward to the oflfoe, 4, Tra­
falgar-square, a Christmas gilt or a 
Kew Year's donation? It is not poil­
siblo fo.r- them to do a better thing. 

Tapirs for Tcrwfwrs. By ,James 
Camper Gray. (Elliot Stock.) A re­
issue in numbers of a work which has 
been weighed and tested by our teachers, 
and not found wanting. 

The B1'/,/ical 1lf11sewn, The Teac7,ers' 
BtoreTwuse, The Appeal, The Scripture 
Doctrine of Regeneration. (Elliot Stock.) 
Tho first of these we have noticed. 
The second is ,·ea/('/ a teacher's store­
house. The Appeal is the tract for the 
masses, and the circulation of 11,e Scrip­
ture Doctrine of Regeneratiun has our 
best wishes. 

Truth and P,·ogress: a Baptist South 
Aurtralian monthly. Very good. We 
wish it had a London publisher. T,ie 
Voice of lVarniny to hand; also that 

cabinet of world-wide information 

LI1~rn TO THE BEA.-C"TIFCL 
HOillE. 

AH, me, he has gone from this ,vorld 
Of sorrow, toil, and care; 

To live in the heavenly home. 
No sickness, no heartaches there. 

Yes, 'twas when sleeping, 
His spirit took Hight 

Up to the realms of glory, 
Up to the realms of Jig h t. 

of missionary work, F1;rw9elical Chris­
tendom. 

OFR BAPTIST LITERATFRE. 

Tl,~ Su,ord and Trmc-cT. ·we truly pray 
that the erlitor may soon be as full of 
health and vigour as this monthly. 
Here is plenty of rnatkr for Christian 
thought and Christfau work. 

Tl,e General Baptist and The Grneral 
Baptist .Almanack. The latter is a 
capital pennyworth, well got up, well 
ill,rntrated, and a packet of interesting 
information~ 

The Baptist Jiagazine has completed 
its seventieth year, and "·o are to-clay 
well satisfied with it. The first in the 
field, it has renowecl its youth, and tlw 
fear we had some years ago that it 
would clie of feebleness has given place 
to gladness that we have a magazine­
so well and ably conducted, intellectually, 
respectal,ly, and n,angelically. 1fay the 
editor be spareJ many years for his 
work_ The F'reeman has never flagged 
in serving tho interest oi the clcnomi­
nation, and we are gratified that The 
Baptist frequently shows itselr to have 
the courage of its opinions. 1\1:ay great 
grace reet upon them all. 

Ob, how the chariot t,u:·iec1, 
To him the time seemed long: 

IIo longed to go to glory, 
To sing a lasting song. 

Though in the cold "ncl silent gram, 
His botl_y now j5 lying; 

His spirit is with Goel above, 
Xu tears are there ; no sighing:. 

:IIethinks if "·c could see him, 
Oh what a blessed sight; 

Could we but pierce the skies, 
And see him 1·obed in white. 
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Sec him in all the splenclour 
Of a w'1shed and ransomed soul; 

_lnd see Christ who died for him, 
To hear the music roll! 

'l'o meet with other dear ones, 
Among the blood-bought thmng; 

Those whom we loved on earth, 
1Vho long ago have gone. 

IInm'1n nr,tnre could not bear it, 
Th0 scene would be too grand; 

1\"ho, who conld paint that picture? 
X o artist in the land. 

Ent thought may take wing, 
Ancl fancy may paint ; 

1Ybat it is to be there, 
}. glorified saint. 

Oh, ves ! I think I see them. 
With their golden harps in hand; 

Each one a link to the beautifnl, 
A link to the he,.,enly land. 

Yes, they are happy there ; 
Il11t the home is not complete 

Till every blood-bought child 
Shall meet at His feet. 

There in that beantifol home, 
Before the white throne they'll be; 

There, if we am links to the beautiful, 
They are waiting for you aml for me. 

_\ml whilst we stay on the earth, 
Wliilst we in this wilderness roilrn; 

Lonl Jesus: prcpa;rc us to be 
Links to that beautiful home. 

KATE PuxG, 

~tn.amimttiomtl inttllfgentt. 

UL\:,"GES E THE PASTOKlTE. 
Rev. ,J. G. Grcenhough, }I.A., has 

Tesignecl the pastorate of the church 
at Cotham Gro,e, BL"istol, aml acceptccl 
that at Victol'ia-road, Leicester. 

Re,-. G. Wainwright, of Waterbeach, 
has accepted a call to the pastorate of 
the elrnrch at W elling-1:on-street, Stock­
ton~on~ Tcc,Y. 

l{ev. J. T. Collette has gi,en notice ~ 
,,f his intention to resume the pastorate ' 
of the church at Willenh:111. 

During the hst month the following 
.students of the Pastors' College have 
acceptecl pastorates :-}lr. C. J. Clark, 
West BrormYich; }Ir. F. J. Feltham, 
Winslow, Bncks; }lr. J. Bradford, at 
Leytonstone; and }fr. Grecnwoocl, at 
Catfo,·d-bridgc. 

Rev. A. P. }foKenzie, of Regent"s­
fark College, has '1Ccepted the iuvita­
uon of the church '1nd conO'mO'ation 
worshipping at the Old }foeting~ Big­
gleswade, Bedfordshire, to become their 
pastor. 

Rev. J. T. Ahncy has remoye,1 from 
Hucknctll Torlrn,·cl to l{yde; and Re,. 

J. Near from Stanwick to Ringstead, 
X orthampton. 

Rev.W.'.Yoocl, of :_>,farkot HarhArongh, 
has accepted the unanimous invitation 
of the church at Bradford, Yorkshire, to 
become their pastor. 

Rev. R. Y. Roberts has resignecl the 
pastorate of the church at Clarence­
street, Portsmouth, and accepted that 
at Belgrave, Leicester. 

Rev, R. C. Evans has left Llanfi­
hangel, ::lfon., and has settled at Fcrn­
clale. 

~AlL!iWORTII.-::\Ir. Peter Hutton, of 
the Pastors' College, has accepted an 
invitation to the pastorate of the church 
worshipping at the Nailsworth Taber­
nacle. 

Loxnox: IlE1>FORo-1w,L-Rev. J. 
Collins ha.s announced to the con­
grega.tion 1vorshipping in John-street 
Chapel that he intends closing his 
ministry there. 

ExETER,-}fr. Sidney W. Bowser, 
B.A., of -University and Regent's-park 
Colleges, has accepted the invitation of 
the church at South-street, Exeter, to 
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become assistant-minister to Rev. F. 
Bosworth, :SI.A. 

Rev. A. Harrison bas resigned the 
1>astorate of the church 1tt Golbornc­
street, ·w arrington, and has acccptcrl a 
call to that at Scapegoat-hill, Golcar, 
near Huddersfielcl. 

Rev. W. Jenkins, having resigned the 
pastorate of the clmrcb at Paincastle, 
has acc~pted that at Lord's-hill, Snail­
beach, Salop. 

Rev. D. Da"l"is has resigned the pas­
torate of Oakes Chapel, Huddersfield, 
a:1d accepted a call to that at Ponthior, 
:Newport, :\Ion. 

PRESENTATIO;;{S. 

Rev. E. Forman, of March, has been 
presented by his church and congrega­
tion with a purse of £41 Gs. in appre­
ciation of his thirty years' pastoral 
services at Providence Chapel. At 
the same meeting, .Mr. Ball, a deacon 
for thirty-five years, was presented 
with a handsomo Bible. 

Rov. H. Dunn has resigned. the pas­
torate of tbo church at Haddenham, and 
at a farewell meeting has been pre­
sented with a purse of £20 as an ex­
pression of regard. 

At a public meeting just held in 
connection with tho church at Irwell­
tcrrace, Bacup, the Rev. J. S. Hughes 
was welcomerl on returning from his 
wedding tour, and presented by tbo 
church and congregation with a purse 
containing £14, as a mark of esteem. 

On Weduesclay evening, November G. 
a purse containing £32, and an album 
in which wore the portraits of many of 
his frienils, were presented to the Rev. 
A. Babbingtou, of Eastbourne, in appre­
ciation of bis faith and patience under 
a severe trial through which ha has just 
passed. B. A. Lyon, Esq., of London, 
presided. and addresses were delivered 
by the Rev. J. Jefferies ancl the Rev. 
- \Yilliams, Wesleyan ministers. A 
letter was read from the Rev. \\". Grif­
fith, expressing his regret at being 
unable to attend. 

:'IIISCELLAXBOUS. 

MARTYRS' J\lE~fORIAL CHAPEL. 
BECCLES.-Tbe second anniversary of 
the pastorate of the Re..-. W. F. Edger­
ton of t~o Pastors' College, took place 
on Lords-day, September 22. There 
was a special prayer meeting at 9.30. 
At the morning sorvico the Rev. J .. 
Cooper, of ,Vattisham, preached from, 
John xx. 17. The evening sermon was 
preached by the pastor, from ~fatt. 
xxviii, 1 ~, 18, who afterwarrls baptised 
three behevors. The Rev . .f. Cooper. 
preached a powerful sermon on the 
following Monday afternoon, from Hoh. 
ix. 2-t A largely-attoncled tea meet­
ing took place in the Assembly Room, 
;Vhich was followed by a public meeting 
m tho chapel. The pastor presided, 
and addresses were delivered by tho 
Rev. Samuel Vincent, of St. George's 
Par~ Chapel, Yarmouth; Rev.J. Hagen, 
o_f Yarmouth Tabernacle; Rev. J. Hol­
lmgshead, of Rattlesden; and the Rev. 
S. K. Bland, of Beccles. 

LuTo~.-'l'he fonrth and last lecture. 
given by Rev. J. H. Blake, under the 
auspices of l\Iessrs. Hayward, 'ryler, 
and Howard, took place at the Baths 
Waller-street, on Sunday, November 24'. 
The subject was "The Battle of Life• 
or, How to Succeed." The room wa; 
crowded, nearly 600 people being pre­
sent, and the Mayor prosiilcd. At the 
close Mr. Blake announced that as the 
foilr lectures had been so well attended, 
he proposed to give another four lec­
tures, commencing about the middle 0f 
January. Messrs.Hayward, Tyler, ancl 
Howard had kindly defrayed the ex­
penses, and been very courteous. so that 
with their consent, be hoped a com. 
mittce of the workmen would take the 
matter in hand and make arranaements 
for their delivery. Tho proposition 
met with warm approval. 

LnmIIURST, HANTs.-The anniver­
sary sermons of the Sunday school wero 
preached by the pastor, Rev. W. H. , 
Payne, on Sunday last, from John xxi. 
l.j-17. Appropriate hymns were 
sung. 'Ihe co_ngregations were large, 
and the collect10ns were liber~I. 
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BAPTISMS. 

Aberdare.-X o-vemberl7, a.tOarmel, Twe:1 
two, by T. Jones. 

Asldey, near Lyiuington. - November 24, 
Four, by T, J. Stockley. 

Bath.-Sovember 10, n.t Widcombe, SL"{, 
by Mr. Huntley. 

&lper.-No.-ember 20, Three, by W. Bonser. 

Birminyham ... -November 24i Constitutiona1-
hill, Six, oy J. Burton. 

Blad.:lei11 Yorks.-November 30, One, by R. 
Briggs. 

Boo//e.-~ovember 2!, Oriel-road, Three, by 
Z. T.Dowen. 

Bou:don.-November 24, Two, by \V. S. 
Llewellyn. 

Bw·ton-on-Trent.-December 1, Field-street, 
Three, by J. Askew. 

Gaersarem, Dowlais,-December 1, Two, by 
T. Morgan. 

Cardiff.-Xovember 24, Bethany Chapel, 
Five, by \V. E. Winks. 

Chater.-December 11, Pepper-street, Two, 
by W. Durban. 

Clydaclt, Swansea Valley. - December St 
Eleven, by B. C. Howells. 

Cr.ewe.-!\ovember 30, Eight; December S, 
Two, by t.he pastor, F. J. Greening. 

.Denbi::,h.-November 3t Three, by T. Thomas. 

IJeriten.d, Birmingbam.-Novomber 27, "\Var. 
wick-street, Four, by S. W. ~fo.rtin. 

Duudee.-~~ovember 24, Long Wynd, Four, 
by J. C. llrown. 

Fa/mou/h.-Xovember27,Emmanue1Chapel, 
Ele,en, by L. Douglas. 

Ferndale, Ilhondds.-N ovembcr 3, Nine, by 
R. C. Evans. 

Fonrr:.ett.-X overnber 17 ~ at the Tabernacle, 
Three, by C. Bloy. 

Gtasuov:: Frederick-street. - December S, 
Seren, by the pastor, A. F. Mills. 

Hanley. Staffs.-Nove.mhcr 261 at tbe "\Velsb 
Shurch, Four. by W. Davies; December 1, 
•hree, by C. Chambers. 

"'Ifill Cliffe. near Warrington.-Decembcr 8, 
J..hree, by ,Y. PiWug. 

llo/beach.-Four, by R. J\faplesden. 

F liuc!~a_ll '!or!.:ard. Noits. - N onm1ber Gi 
our; _!1, Four, by J. T. Almy. 

ldie,-Deceruber I, Six, by J. Lee, 

Kmninulm!l, Norfolk,-December 8, Onet by 
T.J,Ewing, 

Knighton, Radnorshire. -November Z4, 
Three, by W. William,. 

L~y,.:; Hill, near Ross.-November 24, Two. 
by T. Reeves. 

Ledbury.-Octobcr 27, Two, by T. Field. 

Leed.,.-December 1, Burley-road, Three, by 
J.Hambley. 

Jfalton.-N ovember 27, Four, by W. Smith. 

Jfersiham -K ovcmber 27, Three, by B. H. 
G.Lrrett, 

lfi1lc1ate, near Rochdale.-December- 1, Five, 
by T. Griffiths. 

...1Jorley.-No1"emher 241 Five, by R. Davies. 

Metropolitan District:-

East Lomlon.-Docember 7, at Charlton­
square Uhape:l, Mile End, Eight, by J. A. 
Soper. 

/Iendon.-X ovember 29, Ten, by C. A. 
Cool<. 

IIoPnsey-riJe.-November 24, Thirteen,. by 
F.M. Smith. 

N,mtwicli. -~ovembcr 17, One, by R. P. 
Cook. 

Os·1caldtwistle.-November 24, Three, by J. 
Naylor. 

Prfinscast,'e, Ra.dnor.-September 27, One, by 
W.Jenkins. 

Penyrheol. Br-econshire.-November 17, Two, 
by D. Howell . 

Pembro!.:e.shir.e.-N'ovemhcr 24, at Salem, 
Four, by D. 0. Edwards. 

Pinchbeck. - November 24, One, by A. J. 
Robinson. 

I'ou111,r, Hants.-Decembcr l, One, by G, 
Diffey. 

Prestd(Jn, Iladnorshire.-N m.·ember 101 Two; 
December 8i Three, by the pastor, S. "\Vatkins. 

Rho,~, North Wales.-Norembcr 17, S,3ven, 
by J. Roberts. 

Salem, C.ardiff.-No"Vcmber 17, Three, by D. 
Lloyd. 

Sme/,\,cicl,-Novomber 24, Four, by G. T. 
Bailey. 

Southampton 1 Ea.st-street. - November 24,. 
Four, by J. H. Paterson. 

St. lie/en's, Lancashire, - No,ember 24, 
Park-road, Onej by W. C. Tayler. 

Swansea, Ca.mhs.-November 17, at Bethel 
Chctpel, T1velve, by J, G. Hull 

Tabm·., Llanlrlossnt.-December 1, Three, by 
T. Baker, 
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Ta'(prt11, Bi·econshirn.-Xovember 2+, One, 
by D. B. Rich,.rds. 

Thu,·1-ei1;h, Beds.-Xorembcr 241 Ono, by G· 
Ch:1ndle.r. 

T.H·,11u1-r,. Upton Yttle.-Decc;mber 11 Six, by 
E. F.<l,mrds. 

11~,,.uham A.libey.-);"ovember 10, One-, by\\-:-. 
J;i,d:::-rnn. 

n .. atrl,et and ll''Witon, Soniersct..-Novcmber 
lV, One, by R. J. Middleton. 

lJ'pg/part, Dumfrics.-November lS, One by 
'\V. MUligan, jr. 

lrfd Lai•ington.-"N'o,ember 8, Two~ Decem­
ber 1 D, Two, by S. King. 

n-,(".<,ton, Towces.ter.-N-ovember 2--1- 1 Twoi lly 
J. L(J-ngton. 

11-(1.',1,?,rl/ampton.-:N'ovember 2S, \Vaterloo­
road, Six, by D. E. Evan::3. 

ll'Mtton, Bc,1s.-December S, One, by J. H. 
· Ue .. tdmo.,n. 

RECENT DEATHS, 
WE am called upon to record the death 
of Rev. JOSEPH Wu.,n:ss, of Queen­
·0quare Chapel, Brighton, at bis resi­
dence, 95, Ditchling-rise. For some 
months he has been suffering from 
weakness of the heart, and has been 
unable to attend to his ministerial 
work. He returncc1 from a long visit 
to Somersetsbire aucl Wiltshire, think­
ing he was able to recommence his 
duties, but, to his gl'eat regret, found 
himself incapa11fo. :'\Ir. Wilkins was 
the son of Rev. Benjamin Wilkins, Bap­

· tist ministeT, of :forth Bradley, TTOw-
11riclge, :and was born very near Long­
leat House, in Wiltshire. His early years 
were employed in business; but he 
1ireachcd occasionally in the villages 
uround Trowbridge. His first settle­
ment in the ministry was at Leighton 
Buzzard, when he removed to Brighton 
for ministerial work some twenty-two 
yerrTs ago, and foT twenty-one years ho 
::iccupied the pulpit at Queen-square. 
).Jr. Wilkins preachcr1 his fast sermon 
four weeks ago, but has sinco lJcen 

£'.raclnallv sinkin!:'., and during the fow 
;lays prccH1ing hi~ death he Imel been 
conscious only at inten·als. He was 
fifty-five years of age; ancl his last 
sermon, preached on Sunday evening, 
OctobeT 20, was from Romans -viii. 20. 

Un. Enwrn \YEn1.1 foll on sleep in 
.T osus, September 9, 187R, at his resi­
dence, Tyshaw Farm, Tregase, near 
;\Ionmouth. For many years our dear 

, brother was the subject of much suffer­
ing, nncl was often laid aside from busi­
ness, :111d from the means of grace, 
When in health he was most regular in 
his attendance upon the ministry of 
the Word, and also the prayer meet­
ingB. His beloved wife joined with 
him in contributing in various ways 
to help on the cctuse of their Divine 
:'\faster on tho earth. Ho had been a 
member with the Baptists for forty-five 
years. IIo was au eaTncst worker in 
the cause of God; wise in counsel, the 
pastor's friem1 and syrupathiseT; to him 
Christianity ,,-as a blessed reality; his 
enjoyment ofthe blessings of the Gosµel 
was heaTt-joy, deep down, settled. Our 
dear brother's last illucse, which ter-

; min;1tcd in his death, although at times 
his pain was very great, yet by the 

1 gr,LC'1 of God he was enabled to bear it 
;vith much patience and sweet resigna­
l.ion. \Vhen it was eviclf'nt he was 
dying, his loving "l>ifc askerl him if 
Jesus was precious. He faintly said, 
"::VT one but Jesus;" and thus passed 
away, without a lingering sigh or 
groan, on his Refleenwr·s breast, agecl 
seventy-one years. He "1>:.S interreJ 
in the graveyard of the abo,e chapul 
September 13th, in the midst of weep· 
ing relatives and friends. October 6th 
his death was improved by his pastDt 
to n large and aITected congregation. 

ON the 13th December, at 6, Leigh· 
road, IIighbnry, N., the Rev. CLEMEJ!1 
BA1LHACHE, one of the Secretaries of 
the Baptist ~Iissionary Society, aged 
fol'ty-eight. His remains "cre int~rrccl 
in the Almcy-park Cemetery, on Tuos· 
day, DecembeT 1 i. 
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A WATCHWORD FOR SOUL-WINNERS."' 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TAJlERNAOLE, BY O. H. SPURGEON. 

* * 't- rrhis sermon v;ras prenched some years ago. Dy a p1easing coincidenru it has 
been forwarded to us for publication this montli. Now, as then, n11iral ,er,·ices are 
nbo11t to be held Rt the Metropolitan T11ber11acle. The peculiar appropriateness will 
)Je oliviom; to all .our subscribers. 

"The Lord God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather 
others to Him, beside those that are gathered unto Him."-ISAIAH lvi. S. 

Tms grand proclamation was no doubt intended as a prophecy of the 
spread of the Gospel to the Gentiles. The Jews were like a city walled 
around, under the guardianship of God, while the Gentiles were like 
:fields unprotected, or like villages left without a defender. But in 
the days of Chl'ist the walls of that ancient city were extended, so that 
multitudes out of all peoples, and kindreds, and tongues, have ·been 
comprehended within the New Jerusalem, whose walls are brass and 
whose bulwarks are salvation. Happy days! happy days! Happy days 
we live in ; when the Gospel is proclaimed to every creature under 
heaven ; when there is neither Jew nor Gentile, bond nor free; when 
circumcision is no longer indispensable, and uncircumcision is no more au 
impediment to the hope of the covenant of grace. .Joy to the earth ! let 
every land be glad, because the day is come in which those are gatherl'.d 
who once were outcasts! 

In this proclamation there seems to me to be a double blow upon the 
liead of all religious monopoly,-first, in the glorious title which is given 
to God ; and, secondly, in the gracious promise which is made known to 
the sons of men. 

,vhen the Gospel was preached to the Gentiles, the Jews were filled 
with anger and resentment. They rejected its gracious message, not so 
much because of its own terms as because it was published among all 
natio11s. This was their great stumbling-stone. Had Christ reserved Eis 
blessings exclusively for the tribes of lsrael, and the Apostles been sent 
to none other than the children of Abraham according to the flesh, they 
might have entertained it with at least some degree of respect ; but no 
sooner were the good tidings of great joy circulated among other kindreds 
and tongues than there was a noise and a clamour. Those ancient 
monopolies could not brook the purpose that the kingdom of the Messiah 
should embrace other lands and realms than their own. The s;.i.me ~pirit, 
I am grieved to say, is rife among some professing Christians, whose line 
has fallen in places of peculiar privilege. After tasting, as they would 
lead us _to suppose, that the Lord is gracious, and entering into Chur•ch 
fellowship, they treat with suspicion, rather than sympathy, those who 
hail the message of mercy. Instead of encouraging hopeful souls wii.h 
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radiant smiles, they put on their spectacles and scrutinise them severely 
to see whether they be honest men or hypocrites. Alas! we have too 
many in our churches who act the part of the elder brother in the 
parable. They are angry, and they will not come in to join in the family 
mirth at the prodigal's return. They look sullen and they speak sharply, 
bec:rnse they cannot understand why one who has spent his living with 
harlots should be received by the Father with joy, and welcomed into the 
household with feasting and music. 

Now the generosity of the Great :Father beams forth with ineffable grace 
when He appeals to us as the Lord God who gathereth together the 
outcasts of Israel. Has He not often manifested this attribute of hiii 
character, this agency of His government 1 Were not the sons of Jacob 
outcasts iu the land of Egypt ; had they not the brand of slavery upon 
their brow; were not, all their male children doomed by a cruel edict to 
be cast into the river. How did they toil and sweat at the brick kilns! 
,vith what relentless oppression were they made to gather the straw for 
themselves to make their bricks, while the full tale of bricks was 
demanded of them ! How did they hear the crack of the taskmaster's 
whip from morning till evening, and bow often did they throw their 
exhausted bodies down among the pots between the ovens! They were a 
despised people. Even the Ethiopians looked contemptuously upon them, 
and the sons of Ham laughed them to scorn. And what was the outcome 
of all this obloquy ? Their wrongs were redressed with a redemption that 
has no parallel ! Never did God interpose with so high a hand or so 
outstretched au arm for any people as for those who bad lain among the 
pots. He shook the fields of Egypt, brought the rattling hail from on 
high, mingled with fire ; with signs and wonders He made His 
name terrible; with plague and pestilence He made their hearts quail, 
till, at length, He smote aH Egypt's firstborn sons. Outcasts did we call 
those children of Israel; but the Lord their God gathered them. The 
brick-makers were fetched out of their captivity. Ye contemned them as 
abjects; ye despised the bearded race. Pharaoh's heart grew harder as 
he scowled with defiance at the hapless serfs. But their Protector 
pleaded their cause ; He showed His power when lie had tried their 
patience. He revealed His name to them in mystery; in their emergency 
lie became their Emancipator. With the rod of His strength lie 
revealed Himself the Lord God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel. 
One by one He gathers them, brethren. Let me give you an instance. 
It is the case of one who was an outcast not merely by position, like the 
Israelites, but by pedigree. Jephtha was the son of a harlot; he was 
cast out by his brethren. By an ignoble birth and a base extraction he 
became despicable, yet be mustered round him a band of men of little 
better pedigree than his own, such as the world would call "vain 
fellows." A man was needed to smite the oppressor. Where was he to 
be found? The sovereignty of God descried the suitability of Jephtha. 
So he went up to the prey, and he took the prey, and he led the captivity 
captive. Ah! ye who account that the accidents of your birLh have 
crowned you with honour, and brand the man who is not to blame, 
censuring Lim for a crime he never committed, see the irony of heaven on 
the heartltss animosities of earth l The Spirit of the Lord came upon 
Jephth~, and he passed over to the children of Ammon to fight against 
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them, and the Lord delivered them into his hands. So he stands among 
the worthies of whom time would fail to tell. In later days there was an 
outcast, neither by pedigree nor by position, but still an outcast from the 
bitter prejudice that pursued him. You know his name; it is dear to 
you all. David became an alien to hls mother's children, he was driven 
from his country and his kindred, he had to hide himself amongst the 
goat-fields of Engedi, and seek a shelter in the caverns of Adullam ; there 
he rallied round him a band of men, in debt and discontented, victims of 
the vices of the age. Saul hunts them like wild fowl. In whatsoever 
1·etreat he seeks rest rumours reach the royal quarters, and the king is on 
the scent, as one who seeks his blood. But what saith the Lord? Why 
he who gathered together the outcasts of Israel had elected His servant 
David, and rejected Saul as a reprobate. So many a man against whom 
-the public mind is prejudiced, till he is hunted about even by his own 
brethren, and scorned and scouted of them, proves to be the chosen 
champion to deliver Israel. To that man will He look; to him will He 
have regard when he boweth his knee in prayer or bendeth his bow for 
fight. No position, pedigree, or prejudice can prevent the Divine purpose 
in gathering the outcasts. 

The hraelites in the latter part of their history were outcasts through 
their perfidy. They had set up false gods, and turned away from the 
Most High. He gave them up to Nebuchadnezzar, who carried them 
away captive. By the waters of Babylon they sat down and-wept ; they 
wept at the contrast between their present poverty and their former 
.prosperity. They remembered the precious sons of Zion, comparable to 
fine gold, become as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of the 
potter. They were outcasts whom no man sought after; the dregs of a 
nation that had lost its natural eminence; the offscouring of a people that 
had forfeited the seat of prestige and of power. Yet they could not forget 
how the Lord had appeared for them, how He had raised up a heathen 
helper in His servant Cyrus, how the temple was built, and its former 
glory in part restored. Once again the God that passeth by transgression 
iniquity and sin had earned Himself the title of" the gatherer together 
of the outcasts of Israel.'' 

Do ye doubt that harlots can grow chaste, drunkards sober, thieves 
honest, swearers simple in their conversatio□, and gamblers become 
godly 1 God's grace in reclaiming the reckless calls for our devout 
.gratitude. Will any of you quarrel with God's own title 1 He is the 
gatherer together of the outcasts. Does not His name "Jehovah '' make 
you tremble 1 Is not His name, "Al Shaddai," full of comfort to you? 
Should not this name also command your reverence and esteem. He will 
vindicate it whether you relish it or rebel against it. "The Lord God 
which gathereth the outcasts of Israel, saith, Yet will I gather_ others to 
Him, besides those that are gath~re-i unto Him." Souml as it may ~o 
you, it is mu8ic to my ears. I could dance with delight, for I revel m 
repeating it. That "God gathers the outca3ts of Israel" is the_gronnd of 
my own confidence in preaching, and the glory of my hope m all the 
pernuasives I offer to you." 

"Yet will I gather," beloved, strikes a grand note. It seems to me at 
once deliberative and defiant. As there is no lack of precedents, there is 
.a fulness of prediction. Here is the mercy. If you have been charmed 
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at what He has done, He will cheer you more by what He purposes to do. 
He will not be mean or meagre of His mercy ; He will not turn from Hi,; 
purpose, or stint His bounty. Your thoughts can never compass His 
counsels ; nor can your frugality measure the fulness of His benevolence. 
Now, this second clause of the text was, in a measure, fulfilled when 
Christ came. The Samaritans were outcasts peculiarly obnoxious to the 
Jews; at the very mention of Samaritan the Jew was ready to gnash his 
teeth; but where did the teaching of Christ obtain a more signal triumph 
than at Sychar, when He went and sat. upon Jacob's well and talked with 
the woman that cai;ne there to draw water! You remember the tale she 
told, the credit it gained, and how the Samaritans came to Him, besought 
Him to tarry with them, and acknowledged Him as the Saviour of the 
world. Thus did He gather together outcasts unto Him. So, too, after 
our Lord's earthly sojourn was brought to a close, and the day of 
Pentecost was fully come, Peter stood up in the street and preached 
concerning Jesus of Nazareth, approved of God, rejected by men, who 
was put to death by wichd hands, but whom God raised up from the 
dead to sit on His throne. Then Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, and the 
dwellers in Mesopotamia, strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, heard 
the word of salvation, ·and "other outcasts were gathered unto Him." 
And when the Apostles went forth, in ever widening circles, procla.iming 
among all 11ations the Gospel of the kingdom of God, outcasts were 
gathered from all the highways and by-ways of the world into the fold 
of the Good Shepherd. When the proud and haughty Roman centurion 
cast aside his sword to bend the knee to the Prince of Peace ; when the 
Parthian broke his arrows and bowed before the conquering cross ; when 
the Cythian lost his wildness, and, unconqu~rable before, yielded himself 
to the victorious arms of King Jesus; when the savage Briton became 
clothed and in his right mind; when the Gaul submitted his neok to the 
yoke of the Lord Jesus; and when throughout all Europe the idols were 
broken, and thefr temples turned into places for Christian worship-this 
prophecy proved to be true, "The Lord God which gathereth the outcasts 
of Israel, sn.ith, Yet will I gather others to Him, besides those that are 
gathered unto Him." You know the history of the church; you have 
seen its progress. Whenever and wherever there has been fidelity to 
Christ on the part of His disciples, there has been a large muster of 
followers recruited from all ranks of life. Our own times have witnessed 
the gathering of multitudes who heretofore were aliens. Who would have 
dreamt a few years ago that theatres should be temporarily converted 
into temples, and used on the Sabbath-day for preaching 1 Who would 
have thought that men who had no college training, no special orders 
conferred upon them by their fellows, no peculiar qualification as 
preachers, except the fact of their being snatched like brands from the 
burning, should become conspicuous as able and useful evangelists 1 
Who would have listened to you had you anticipated the growth of public 
opinion and the ripeness of popular convincement which has so far 
acknowledged the good done by simple and unordained men, that priests 
and prelates, as well as peers and senators, are raising a cry for la.11 
agency, which means neither more nor less than that every man 
should teach his neighbour. God has laughed to scorn the wisdom of 

· this world. He has shaken your old systems from their centre to their 
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-circumference. By the preaching of men who had no other gift than 
crreat plainness of speech He has roused society even to its very lowest 
:trata, and given fresh proof that He will "yet gather other outcasts unto 
Him, besides those that are gathered to Him." For those who would 
keep their religion as a close borough, here is reform; for those that 
would bolt the door against penitence, and say, "Stand by, we are holier 
than you," here is a reproach that shall recoil into your own bosoms. 
Your rigid forms and ritual ceremonies have slammed the door of mercy 
in the face of coming souls. Now Jehovah besieges your gates, breaks 
down your batteries and bulwarks, and makes a breach, through which 
His redeemed may safely pass. "Despite your narrow prejudices, He 
says, I will yet gather other outcasts unto Ilim, besides those that are 
gathered unto Him." 

But I hope I have no need to enlarge upon this subject in this place, 
for I know that there is a large-hearted and generous spirit amongst you, 
and that you do pant for conversions, that you are alwa.ys ready to 
welcome new converts; nothing gives you more joy than. when you see 
·" outcasts gathered." 

What a call for gratitude there is in the fact that the Lord God does 
save the outcasts I Oh, what heightil and depths of mercy in the 
gathering. in of outcast sinners ; of such M have addicted themselves to 
gross vices, and abandoned themselves to open depravity, and ruined 
their c],mracter and estate with riotous living. Wb.en God reclaims these 
desperate wanderers the kingdom of Satan is shaken. When He saves 
an outlaw and san.ctifies an outcast our gratitude is stirred indeed. 

A common sinner, like a private soldier, is thought no great loss to one 
cause, and no great gain to the other, but.there is quite a sensation when 
any one of the devil's colonels is takBn prisoner, and led captive in chains. 
Why; the Lord loves. to send the Gospel, as John Bunyan says, to 
Jerusalem sinners first. 'When He gets hold of one of these, there is 
confusion and dismay in their camp ; they cannot go on at the reekless 
rate they were wont to do before. They are sure to miss a ringleader. 
Ay, but he is not only converted; do you know he has turned king's 
evidence against· his old pals, his former comrades in transgression; 
he is not merely a captive, he is a deserter; he is gone over to fight for 
his former foe ; he preaches the faith which he once destroyed. To cast 
scorn upon his adversaries, the Lord God gathers the outcasts of Israel. 

And under such circumstances, mercy comes to those by whom it is 
most needed. This is God's rule. He does not lavish His gold on tho.~e 
that have great possessions. Re bestows His bounty on the broken­
hearted. He gives food to the famishing. He has princely supplies 
for His poor subjects. Gloom_y destitution glorifies the grace of the Gr~at 
Benefactor. S,ilvation from sin is a heaven of rapturous delight in heu 
of a hell of racking despair. 

Oh! what must be the agonies of the wretch who dies in his sins l 
What a _deed of love God has done in plucking such a_log from ~he 
furnace, m snatching such a firebrand from the flames, m redeemmg 
s;1-ch a soul from destruction! Why, methinks to save twenty common 
sinners would scarcely raise such an outcry as to save one of these out­
<lasts of Israel! Think what crlory it brinQ"S to God! How the neigh­
bourhood_ rings with it, "Wh:t !" they ask, "is swearing John saved ? " 
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"What! can it be that Mary, who went so far astray from the paths of 
virtue, has been brought to the feet of Jesus?" So they talk to one 
another of the power of the Gospel, and the wonders it works. Thus, while 
hell is in alarm, earth is aroused ; they gaze and admire, even though 
they hate the change. And this is what God does in the Church. We 
never have such church meetings as when we have big sinners before 
us, talking of the blessed change that has been wrought on their hearts. 
These are the men who cause tears to flow from our eyes as they talk of 
what Christ has done for them. Ah, poor outcasts! you give us more 
joy when you are brought into the fold, than many who need no repent­
ance. We are glad to hear the modest and moral children of pious 
parents profess the faith, and avow themselves followers of our Lord. 
On their behalf there is great reason for thankfulness; but when the 
Lord seizes the outcasts, it is meet that the bells of heaven should peal 
with the melody of our joy. 

The best ·soldiers in our regiments have been recruited from among 
the outcasts, and the most loving disciples have been drawn from among 
those whom society disdained to acknowledge. No woman shall anoint 
His head but she that was a sinner. She: shall wash His feet with her 
tears, and wipe them with the hair of her head. None shall preach so 
boldly as Saul of Tarsus, the persecutor. Who shall strengthen the 
brethren more than Peter, who once denied his Master with oaths and 
curses? Their gratitude shall be warmest to whom the largest debt has 
been forgiven ; they will be sure to love their Lord the most. Amongst the 
names of the great preachers whose words have found echoes in many 
hearts, can you find two more eminent than John Bunyan and John 
Newton? yet both of them had been ringleaders in sin before they became 
van-leaders in the army of the Redeemed. Thus, heaven gets strong 
men upon its side; hell loses its champions; the world is astonished; the 
Church is made glad; and precious souls are saved. "Well," says one, 
"I almost wish that I were an outcast, for then I could feel my sins 
more than I do." Say you so, dear friend 1 then cast yourself out, and 
you will be an outcast, and God will gather you. I recollect when I used 
to think myself ten times viler than the vilest wretch whom I heard 
cursing God in the streets. Although I knew I was not so vile in open 
conduct, yet because I could not repent as I ought, I felt myself to be 
more guilty than any outcast. Now, soul, if thou hast written down 
damnation against thy own name, put on a black veil and pronounce 
thyself "lost;" there is hope for thee; 8ince God's fo1,bearance has 
spared thy life, His justice has hitherto refrained from pronouncing thy· 
doom, and His mercy has issued this glorious proclamation, '' I will yet 
gather other outcasts unto Me." What a theme for gratitude ! Let 
us tocrether bless God that He does bring the outcasts to Christ, for His 
own "glory and his people's g?od. Methfnks, dear friends, this should: 
cheer the hearts of many smners. Will He gather more outcasts 'I 
Then, why should not He gather me, I recollect a man of the name 
of Jennings who used to spend a great part of his time lookincr after 
the register' of bis own birth, and of his various ancestors. He had 
heard that somebody of the same name as himself had died many years 
ago, and left a large sum of money which was never clai.med, but had 
been accumulating at interest, till it amounted to some two or three 
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millions sterling. I think there is hardly anybody named Jennings but 
has had a touch of that mania. I wish they may any of them get 
it; but I have my doubts about it. Now, the Lord says He will 
"gather the outcasts." Well, mayhap some black sinner has crept in 
here who feels that he is an outcast from society. Then, friend, because 
your name is "outcast," I bid thee hope. If thou art such an one as no 
man seeketh after, if you feel solitary and miserable, and it appears to you 
no one cares for your soul ; if you are left to cry and weep alone ; I say 
unto you, arise ; and because you are an outcast, and the text says, "He 
will gather together the outcasts," be of good courage; for there is com­
fort in store for you. 

There is another cheering thought. Does it not appear clear enough 
that loss of character is no barrier to your salvation 1 If He gathers the 
outcasts, it is evident that the sins for which they were cast out are not 
beyond the pale of repentance and remission. 

Remember, sinner, that the one great impediment to your present 
salvation is your own unbelief. All the crimes you have ever committed 
were they multiplied a thousand fold, could not procure your condemna­
tion if you only would believe in Christ, and rely upon the propitiatory 
sacrifice He offered. If you believe not, the black indictment stands 
against you. To reject the grace of God that greets you with such 
overtures and such promises is folly, fool-hardiness, nay, 'tis madness. 
Behold, He cometh, He cometh-leaping upon the mountains, skipping 
upon the hills-over hills of sin and mountains of guilt, he cometh wiLh 
good tidings. Welcome him, ye poor guilty souls; press to his bosom. 

Fear not that your weaknesses and impotency will hinder the Lord 
from ga.thering you. A man gathers his sheep, though the sheep should 
be helpless to gather themselves. They may have "foot and mouth disease." 
Thy foot may be lame, and thy tongue black ; yet His mercy can reach 
thy misery_ If thou hast strayed to the uttermost length of thy tether, 
God knows how to :find thee out and bring thee back. It is wonderful 
that He should go so far afield that the farthest off should be soonest 
found. So it often is. The Good Shepherd might have found a worthier 
man to save when dying on Calvary, one would think, than the thief. 
But He was looking out for the worthless, and He found one. His whole 
soul was bent on saving sinners. His last act before he quits the world, 
is to say to a poor thief, "To -day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise !" 
Oh, sinner,what if thou be nfar to the gates of death as that thief, God's 
mercy is equal to thy emergency; His goodness can gather thee from the 
very gallows of infamy to the presence of His glory. 

I know not how to handle this subject as I would. It is so full of _grace 
that I would rather have it speak for itself. Let it salute you in all 
its sparkling freshness. You, chief of sinners, He will gather you. And 
He will gather you whose sins have not caused you such open shame, 
Take the consolation. As I have often told you, the bridge that carries 
the heaviest sinner will certainly bear the weight of a light one. The 
door that is big enough for an elephantine sinner to pass through will 
admit creatures of less dimension. Doubt not the power of the Master, 
nor question His willingness to save. To every one of you is the word of 
this salvation sent, '' He that believeth and is baptised, shall be saved ; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned.'' God grant that you may 
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be a witness of His grace ! His promise may well prove a sweet 
encouragement to your s-oul ! 

.And surely, brethren, we might make this text a motto for our missions, 
and a motive for our exertions-I mean those of us who are God's saved 
people. Carry it in your thoughts all through the coming month, and on 
still for the next three months, when we want a more than usual blessing in 
answer to more than ordinary supplication. I learn from some of our 
brethren that it is already laid on their hearts and remembered at the 
family altar. This seems to me like the foreshadow of a gracious future. 
"Yet will I gather others to Him, besides those that are gatheretl unto 
Him." Plead it in prayer; occupy your thoughts with it as an omen of 
prosperity; let it be wedded to your own particular work. Such of you 
as teach our young men and young women, should take any signal success 
that God gives you in your classes as a stimulus to stir you up to seek 
yet more. There is room, there is room, there is room ! Christ has a 
great heart, the fountain for sin and uncleanness has great fulness ; the 
healing stream has great virtues. Sunday school teachers, I present this 
to you. God has set His seal on your services. Give the more diligence. 

You have made our heart glad when we have seen your little ones 
coming forward to confess their faith. Do not relax the strain of your 
right-hearted efforts. Plead this-look to have it fulfilled-labour to 
have it realised as a matter of fact-" Yet will I gather other outcasts 
besides those that are gathered." You str.eet preachers, that throng the 
,1eighbourhood, I pray you persevere. To call the careless, to rescue the 
reckle~s, to stop the sarunterer, to eatch theear of those who contemn the sanc­
tuary, is your office. Oh ! do bring others in. You that attend the midnight 
meetings, and mercifully glide about the moonlit streets in quest of the 
daughters of misery, be encouraged: take with you as a charm this message 
tothfl Magdalens-"Yet willigatherotheroutcasts unto Me." Y ou,too, that 
rake together little roughs in ragged schools, and try to teach the teeming 
throngs of poor waifs that populate the crowded courts of our monstrous 
metropolis, from your labours of love there is likely to come a lasting 
benefit. Look out among the outcasts, for others must be gathered. 
How this should instigate, invigorate, and inspirit! how it should awaken 
and allimate us! You are not to labour in vain, or spend your strength 
for nought. Think of the millions that populate this city, the multitudes 
that die, and how the cemeteries are crammed with their corpses! In what 
poverty and privation many of them live! In what squalid barbarity, in 
what shameless depravity they pass their small span of fellowship with 
their fellow-mortals; drunkenness and debauchery their cherished delights! 
How God's name is blasphemed by sots revelling in their low haunts, and 
then reeling through the streets to their wretched homes, there to make 
their wives more miserable than before! Think of the crimes of this city, 
its shameful lust, its unblu~hing harlotry, its secret villany, and its rob­
beries with violence ! The whole mass reeks before God. Is not this 
metropolis like a huge dunghill-a mass of corruption 1 Were it not for 
God's great grace, which restrains t?e malignant influe~c~ of wrong-~oing 
and counteracts it by the salutary mfiuence of true rehg1on,. would 1t not 
sink as deep in sin as Sodom, and be consumed with fire and brimstone 
like Sodom and Gomorrah 1 Do ye bewail it? then pray over it and 
labour for it. The priest fosters foul superstitions that lead men astray; 
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the infidel pours forth his bitter sarcasms, decrying the doctrines and 
mutilating the morals of the \Vord of God. The most pernicious agencies 
are prevalent. Do you despai1· then of doing aught to serve your genera­
tion? Nay! But whet your sword anew, furbish up your armour, seek 
from God renewed courage and redoubled earnestness. The battle must 
be fought, the victory has to be woo. In God's name the outcasts must and 
shall be gathered. The darkest alley shall yet be sunlit, the most squalid 
lodging shall yet be cleansed, the most debauched libertine may yet be 
reclaimed, the rudest ignoramus may yet be illuminated. Who knoweth 
but the men who are damned already to your apprehension may be destined 
to a station among the saints. The salvation we proclaim is equal to aU 
emergencies. Oh! brother3 and sister,;, let us not sleep, as do others ! I 
have never preached among you a cold, chilly, careless Gospel, which could 
make you content with being saved yourselves, while remiss about the 
salvation of others. No; by the tears which fell from the dear Saviour's 
eyes as He surveyed Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, I pray you weep 
over this far larger but not less sinful city; by the pangs that moved the 
heart of Paul when he said, "I could wish myself accursed for Christ, for 
my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh." Oh ! that ye might feel 
something of his holy disinterestedness, and be content to be cut off from 
the cosy comforts and the too enchanting ease that make life delicious, if 
so be you may pluck some firebrands from the flames. I see them, I see 
the heedless throngs. The stream of lifo is aflow; it grows more rapid 
every moment, as it drawa nearer aud nearer still to the great cataract of 
death. Into the current they come ! Not spra:,, but blood, is rising to 
the surface and staining it crimson. Corpses are consigned to the grave ; 
souls are sinking into the deep abyss. Oli, Christians! by the multitudes 
of the perishing; by the thousands that each day pass to their dread 
account; by the shrieks of the lost ; by the heaven they cannot reach ; by 
the hell at which they rail, but from which they can find no retreat; 
above all, by the streaming wounds of the martyred Mediator, who deserves 
your love, your lifo, your all, I beseech you, I charge you, awake and stir 
yourselves for the salvation of men! What! cau I not move you? Then, 
my l\fa.,ter, do Thou undertake the charge. Thou hast said that " other 
outcasts shall be gathered." Oh ! make this people the gatherers of them. 
Let them not be cursed like Meroz, becau,e they come not up to the help 
of the Lonl ! For thid purpose, mayhap, Thou hast brought them into 
prominence, and made them a great people. Alas! if they prefer to take 
·their ease they may incur an awful peril. How might "Ichabod" be 
written upon the walls of this holy church ! Plead with the perishing; 
plead with them pers1stently. Let every tongue speak for Jesus; let 
every heart yearn for conversions ; let every eye weep for sinners ; let 
every one of you who loves the Lord travail in birth for souls, so shall 
many be :Uegotten again to a lively hope of everlasting life. I leave the 
m'.'tte!' w1t-h you. God bas given you a promise. Perfume y_our prayers 
w1th it. _ }'.ush on your mini~try of mercy in the strengt~ of 1t. Day by 
<lay put it mto action and profit by it. God bless you m your gracious 
purpose to_ overtake the out.casts, and to gather those that are not yet 
gathered, till they shall rally like a great host, .And to His Name shall 
be the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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JOHN CARTER'S GOOD NAME, 
AND now IIE WON IT. 

CHAPTER II. 

ALTHOUGH, as we have intimated, 
John Carter was but a working 
man-being in fact nothing more 
than one of the head porters at a 
large railway station-he made it a 
point of duty always to ban family 
worship at the close of the evening, 
if the opportunity was afforded him. 
It was not always practicable, be­
cause it frequently happened that 
he was on night duty, and therefore 
had to take his rest during the day, 
and leave home shortly after tea. 'l'o 
have family worship, under these 
circumstances, in the morning was 
out of the question, but when he 
could have it at night, he esteemed 
it to be a great privilege. On the 
present occasion, after reading this 
sermon on the value of a good name, 
and partaking of supper, he took 
up the family Bible, and selected 
for reading the two chapters out of 
which the texts were taken. Then 
he and his wife knelt down, and 
the burden of his prayer was 
specially that he might have a good 
name in the high and noble sense 
referred to in the Scriptures, and 
that, not for the attainment of self­
glory, but for the glory of God. 
"Grant, Lord," he said, "that I 
may win this good name to honour 
Thee, Hast Thou not bought me 
with Thy preeiouil blood 1 Didst 
Thou not die that I might live / 
Then, as I am all Thine, body, soul, 
and spirit, let my good name be 
Thiue, so that if any should think 
well of me, they may be led to praise, 

not the man, but the grace that 
Thou hast given him." Such was 
the burden of his prayer, and 
graciously was it answered. 

From a careful reperusal of the 
sermon, and in answer to prayer, 
John Carter saw clearly that in 
striving to win the good name, the 
first thing to be sought for was the 
at,tainmfmt, on his part, of the 
'' spirituai mind, which is life ancl 
peace." When reading the eighth 
chapter of Romans, he observed 
the great distinction that is drawn 
betwixt those that "walked after 
the flesh," and those that "walked 
after the spirit." The one class 
being carnal, concentrated their· 
minds and affections on the things 
of the flesh ; the other class, being 
spiritual, followed continually after 
the things of the spirit. To be 
carnally-minded was, then, to be in 
a dead state, at enmity with God, 
and under condemnation ; while to 
be spiritually-minded, was to be 
alive unto God and righteousness, 
to be at peace with .Him, and to live 
constantly in the enjoyment of His 
favour. Self-examination proved 
to him to his satisfaction, that from 
time to time he had enjoyed such a 
spiritual frame of mind, but now 
the question suggested itself ·was­
it possible for him, situated 'as he 
was as a working man, to live con­
stantly in the enjoyment of it and 
~ealise coi!tii:ually in his dailf life 
its sanct1fymg and fruit-bearino­
power? "' 

It was John Carter's favoured lot 
to sit under a sound GoRpel ministry. 
The Rev. ,James Fuller was a 
preacher of the old stamp. His 
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glory was tha~ he "preac_hed Christ 
and Him crucified.' With modern 
notions, that tended to subvert the 
cardinal truths of the Gospel, he 
would have nothing to do. He 
steered clear of them, as he would 
from the contagion of a deadly 
plague. \Yhen he saw that the so­
called "higher criticism,''" scienti fie 
discoveries," "evolution theories," 
"keeping pace with progress," and 
"being abreast of the times," meant 
generally, the denial of the inspira­
tion of God's Word, the substitution 
of human reason in its place as a 
rule of life, a disbelief in Christ's 
Divinity, sneering at the Atonement 
and at the regenerating work of the 
Holy Ghost, and questioning the 
immortality of the soul, the genuine­
ness of Biblical miracles, and in some 
cases, the need of having any p1tr­
ticulai· creed at all, he felt that it 
was his duty to do all that he could 
to stem these semi-sceptical torrents 
threatening to drown so many of 
the unstable in the waters of per­
dition. .Much as he valued " cul­
ture," "intellectual growth,'' "Bib­
lical criticism," and'· new scientific 
and ·historical discoveries," he was 
bound to come to the honest con­
clusion, that if the end of it all was 
to lead people en masse to sink into 
infidelity, the less Christian ministers 
and Christian people had to do with 
it the better. Not that he was 
afraid either of "honest doubt," 
"fair inquiry," or "free contro­
versy.'' He had no fear of the 
results flowing from the true teach­
ings of either science or history. 
T lle God of nature, he believed to 
be the God of the Bible, and that, 
con_seqnently, fairly tested, ex­
pl:i-med, and proved, the facts of 
science and history would be found 
to agree indisputably with the facts 
:ecorded and the doctrines taught 
m the revealed Word. But it was 
against the mere speculative theories 

of the world's professed philosophers 
that he stoutly and resolutely set 
his face. His constant observation 
proved clearly to him that the so­
called "advanced thinkers" were after 
all no~hing better than "advanced 
cloubte,-s.'' He argued, and argued 
wisely, that if the loudly applauded 
and vaunted "rational light of the 
nineteenth century" led people to 
suppose that it mattered not much 
what they either believed or dis­
believed, inasmuch as at last, all 
classes and persons, both bad and 
good, righteous and wicked, clean 
and unclean, would certainly if 
there was an invisible world at all 
-which after all was rather ques­
tionable--turn up all right in that 
world, then such '' rational light" 
must be the grossest da1·kness, see­
ing that it gives the lie to the 
plainest teachings of the New Tesia­
ment, and tends to sap and under­
mine the very foundations of mo­
rality itself. To him the solemn 
declaration of Christ himself-" the 
·way, the Truth, and the Life"­
" He that beliei-eth and is baptisecl 
shall be saved, and he that beliereth 
not shall be damned," was a revealed 
fact, placed beyond all dispute, and 
he falt that no professed human dis­
coveries could nullify it. Mr. Fuller, 
therefore, as one who loved the 
Gospel, and felt in his own soul its 
living power and efficacy, met these 
nineteenth century heresies by ring­
ing out all the more boldly and 
firmly those "central truths" which 
have been the glory of the true 
Church of Christ in all ages. To 
all '' anxious inquirers" he conse­
quently proved a safe guide and 
counsellor and thus as one out of 
many who' often convers~d with him 
on religious topics to hi~ own per­
sonal profit, was our fnend John 
Carter. 

It was the custom of this worthy 
minister to hold a teachers' training 
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class one evening in each week, 
specially to go over the lessons for 
the ensuing Sabbath, and at its 
close he invariably gave any present 
an opportunity of staying for a 
short time to have religious conver­
sation. As John was a teacher in 
the Sunday school, as often as be 
could, he availed himself of the pri vi­
lege, and therefore, about a fort­
night after he had received so much 
good from the perusal of the tract 
distributor's sermon, we find him, 
after the class was gone, relating 
the circumstance to his pastor, and 
naming his difficultv. 

'' If I understand' you aright, Mr. 
Carter, you really want to know if 
it is possible for you to have and 
enjoy an habitual spiritual frame of 
mind under all circumstances." 

"That'8 just what I want to 
know, sir." 

"And you think that unless you 
have that habitual spiritual frame 
of mind, you cannot act so uprightly 
as to secure under all circumstances 
the good name which is so essential 
to a Christian's well-being and 
character, and the promotion of 
God's glory 1" 

"Yes, that's the way to put it: 
You see, sir, it's very easy for me to 
have a spiritual frame of mind when 
I'm at home, or in the house of 
God, and can meet with those who 
sing, and pray, and worship the 
Lord; bat it is another thing to 
feel to have it when one has to mix 
up with such a lot as I have to 
work with at the station-men who, 
perhaps, even deny the existence of 
God, wh.o disbelieve the Bible, who 
curse, and swear, and lie, and make 
game of everything that is good. 
Why, after a good Sunday's services 
to have to meet with 'em on a 
:Monday, is just like comin' out of 
a hot room in a Turkish bath into a 
cooler room, to be pelted with 
showers of cold water; what I 

should like to know is, if one can 
really enjoy a spiritual frame . of 
mind then 1 And then, agam, 
troubles are sure to come upon us­
not that I have many now to com­
plain of, thank God !-but they 
come to us all, sooner or later, and 
try us sorely. Now, does God in­
tend when we've losses and crosses, 
and sore bereavements, and scores 
of vexations, that we should still 
have this habitual spiritual frame 
of mind, and live under its in­
fluence? If so, I should like to 
know for one, how I may be able 
thus to enjoy it." 

'' I see where you are, John. You 
evidently " covet earnestly the best 
gifts" and much grace. Let me, 
then, answer your question by ask­
ing yuu one or two more. "\Vhen do 
you most stand in need of food 1" 

'' When I'm hungry." 
'' And of drink 1" 
" When I'm thirsty." 
" And of money P" 
"When I'm very poor." 
"And of medicine ?" 
"\Vhen I'm sick." 
"And of comfort 1" 
"When I'm sorrowful." 
"And of God's helpful grace 1" 
"In sorest times of need.'' 
"Just so. It is our want that 

calls for all these things. Now here 
is your answer, When do you want 
a spiritual frame of mind most 1 
Undoubtedly at the times to which 
you refer. You want it at your work 
to stand your trials there, and so 
act as to glorify God. You want it 
in all the troubles of life so as to 
bear them with patience and resio-na­
tion, and get good out of the~ a,i 
well as to glorify God in them. 'If, 
therefore, the Lord has not in the 
Gospel (J?~de provision for giving 
us a spmtuai frame of mind on 
these occasions I should with all 
my love for it, consider the Gospel 
sadly lacking. But who that knows 
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anything of the fulness there is in 
Christ, in whom it is said, 'aU 
fulness dwells,' would ever dream 
there was such deficiency as that?" 

"There cannot be, sir." 
"Let me ask you another question 

or two, John. A re we not · told to 
' live in the spirit,' ' walk in the 
spirit,' 'pray in the spirit,'' worship 
in the spirit,' 'sing in the spirit,' 
' mortify the deeds of the body in 
the spirit,' 'sow in the spirit,' 'live 
according to God in the spirit,' and 
really to perform all our duties in 
the spirit 7" 

"So I read in the Word, sir." 
'' Then, if that is the case, do not 

these commands imply that the 
spirit is alwavs attainable in times 
of need 1 Would God command us 
t.o do all these things in the spirit 
if He were not ready at all times to 
'give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask Him l'" 

" It hardly seems probable." 
"It is not only improbahle, Mr. 

Carter, it is impossible. The truth 
is, He knows that ' without Him 
we can do nothing,' but that 
'through His strength we can do 
all things.' He is willing there­
fore, to impart _His strength to help 
us under any circumstances, in .any 
place, or at any b.our. In the work­
shop, in the market, in the home, 
in the sick room, in any lawful 
place where duty calls, there the 
Lord is willing to be with us; to 
help us, bless us, and do us good. 
In all the exigencies of life He comes 
to us, saying, 'My grace is suffi­
cient for thee.: My strength is 
made perfect m weakness.' \Ve 
have not to mourn over the thought 
that when most we need His hetp 
through His absence from us that 
help will be withheld. He who has 
said, 'Lo! I am with you al way, 
even unto the end of the world ' 
will prove true to His word to ou~ 
latest day; and so far from corn-

plaining of deficiency and want 
then, it will be our joy to testify 
with our last breath, that in truly 
seeking Him throughout life, we 
have found that 'not one good thhig­
has failed of all that God has 
promised,'" 

(To be conti'nued.) 

CALLING THE LAl\IBS. 

An Address to the Children. 

BY WALTER J, MATHAMS. 

"And she brought forth her firstborn 
son, and wmpped Him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid Him in a manger; be­
cause there was no room for them in tho 
iun."-L"C"KB ii. 7. 

So the Son of God in His own world 
was without a home. There was 
room for the wise, the rich, and the 
powerful, but for Him, whose heart 
was full of love, who came to do 
more good than· had ever been done 
before, there was no place at all. 
Had He come down into the world 
to do what others were doing, He 
would have been welcome. Had 
.He gone to the army of the Romans 
and said, " Let me join your ranks, 
and go forth to conquer with you," 
they would have taken .His band, 
and said, "Come." Had He gone 
to the Pharisees and said, " Let me 
be amongst you, and I will we~r 
Iona frinaes to my garments, I will 
make a great display of what little 
uood I do, and show the world what 
;blessed thing it is tobe a Pharisee," 
they woul<l have opened their arms 
and said "Come." Had he gone 
to the wise doctors and said, "Let 
me join you in your disputes about 
the law of God and the law of the 
country," they would all have 
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gathered round Him, and said, 
"Come.'' But He came into the 
world to do God's will, which was 
what they knew little about, so no 
one came of his own accord to wel­
come Him. 

When you and I were born there 
was a great deal of flurry and bustle 
in the old home. Neighbours and 
friends kept calling and asked, "Is 
the baby come ?" Then they would 
go away, and after a little time come 
back and ask the same qaestionagain, 
"Is the baby come 1" Until one 
day the servant went to the door, 
and said, "The baby is come, step 
in and see him," So in they came, 
and then you and I, who did not 
understand much about it, were 
kissed, and cuddled, and nursed, 
until we were obliged to cry, and 
kick, and scream to get rid of them. 
Of course when we did that they 
thought it time to go, and when 
they went they left such lovely little 
presents on the table for baby. 
There was a coral caul, with beauti­
full bells all rouncl it, and shaking 
out such sweet music. Then there 
was a silver spoon, made just big 
enough to fit our tiny mouths, and 
lots of other things, all very nice 
and pretty. 

Bt1t when Jesus was born, there 
was nobody to bid Him welcome. 
There was scarcely a place to be 
found where He might eveu be born 
in. His poor mother came into the 
little village of Bethlehem and went 
from house to house, asking for 
shelter, but no one knew her, so 
they shut the door in her face. 
They said they would not have a 
stran"'er in their house if they knew 
it. Ah t they little knew they were 
shutting the door against God. At 
last Mary, all tired out, came to the 
inn, and even there they had no 
room to spare. Every place was 
full, so Mary and Jesus were crowde 1 
out. She went away and found 

rest in one of the stables, and there 
Jesus was born and placed in a 
manger. What a curious cradle 
for a King's Son! Wl:iat strange 
surroundings! But it does not 
matter at all where we are born, 
so long as we do our duty after­
wards ; and Jesus when He grew 
np never talked much about His 
lowly birth; all that Ile cared ahout 
was to cheer and help those who 
were as poor as Himself ! 

Many years ago, a man was seen 
hastening down the great staircase 
of one of our English palaces, where 
the Queen lives, and as he came the 
servants all looked into his face and 
said, " What is the matter ?" With­
out stopping, he shouted as on he 
went, "The Queen has as@n." Away 
he ran to the sentinel at the gates, 
and said the same words, and the 
~entinel, full of joy, told it to the 
people who were gathered together 
outside, and they answered with a 
great shout, "Hurrah !" and then 
sta:::ted off through the streets tell­
ing the glad tidings to every one 
they met. The Lord .Mayor heard 
it, and said, "Let us be merry. 
Set all the bells ringing, and at 
night illuminate the public buil<l­
iugs with fireworks.'' Everybody 
was pleased because the Queen had 
given birth to a son, and little boys 
all through the country wished that 
she might have a son every <lay, if 
there were to be fireworks and holi­
days at every birth. 

Jesus was a far greater Prince. 
He was the beloved Son of the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords ; 
but there were no rejoicing~ when 
He was born. Ah ! I see a young 
lad over yondertwin~ling his bright 
blue eyes, and eaymg to himself, 
"How can that be? ,v e have a 
picture at home where angels are 
singing and playing on harps upon 
the plains of Bethlehem, while the 
shepherds on the grass all seem 
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frightened." That is just what I He was born, there was no room; for 
want to come to. I said there were at the time of His birth there was 
no rejoicings, and when I did, I a wicked king reigning in the 
meant that men did not rejoice country, who, when he heard that 
until they were told to do so by the Jesus was born, trembled on his 

· angels. It seemed as if the angels throne (what a coward to be afraid 
had looked down into the world, of a little baby!) But sin will make 
and, seeing Jesus alone with His any of us cowardly, and he was 
mother, determined to come and afraid because he had heard that 
welcome Him themselves. They Jesus was sent by God to rnle 
came, and the sweetest anthem that righteously; and a little .child sent 
ever was heard was sung at their by God into the world is greater 
comiu~, " Glory to God in the far than all its kings and warriors. 
highest ; peace on earth, good will Well, he ordered the soldiers to 
to men." After that the shepherds slay the children in Bethlehem, 
came and rejoiced with Mary and thinking thereby to get rid of J esns. 
Joseph. It would have been strange But Mary took her child to Egypt, 
indeed if they had not come when and saved His life. So you see 
such wonderful things had been there was no room for Him in Beth­
told them by the angels. Yes; I lehem. And that was the way all 
know you are all thinking about through. When He told the people 
the wise men now, who came and of Nazareth that God had sent Him 
worshipped Jesus, but you will all to heal broken hearts, and wipe 
remember they came because God away tears, they tried to ihrow 
told them to do so. The bright Him down a precipice. When He 
beaming star in the sky was the went to Capernaum the inhabitants 
finger of God telling them where to were so set against Him that He 
find Jesus. The shepherds came, was obliged to leave ; and He bade 
and the wise men came, but all the farewell to them thus: "Woe unto 
rest of the world stayed away. thee, Capernaum." \Vhen He found 
They were far too busy to come aud a path over the sea to Gadara, the 
worship a poor little child like.Jesus. people came out and said, "Jesus, 
That was just it, they were far too we don't understand you. Go away, 
busy with sin, with their own proud we do not want you here.'' Every­
thoughts, and foolish notions. Here body had a home but Jesus. Once 
is the secret, " Thm; had no room He noticed the birds flying through 
for Jesus in their hearts, and did not the air, and the foxes coursing over 
want Him to reign over them." Alas, the fields, and said, "The foxes have 
they never had room for Him. holes, and the birds of the air have 
They drove Him from place to uests, but the Son of Man bath not 
place all His life through, until where to lay His head." He who 
from the cross they sent Him back had rested in the bosom of God, no­
to God. where to lay His head! Yes, it is 

Our text says there was no room true! A pillowless head, and an 
fo~ them in the inn. Now, if you aching heart was the po-rtion of the 
will read the Gospels right through Son of Mau, when at eventide all 
carefully, you will find that He the people went back to their quiet 
never could settle down to do God's cosy homes. At last He came to 
work in any town whither He went : Jerusalem, and wept bitter tears 
because of the opposition of the , because every door was shut against 
people, Even in Bethlehem, where 

I 

Him, There was no room for Him 
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tl,ei·e, so they l&i Him oiit to Calvary. 
He had · healed the sick, and the 
blind, and the lame, and comforted 
those who were sad-still He must 
go forth to die, Instead of giving 
Him their hearts, they gave Him a 
cnss and a thorny crown. Instead 
of saying,'' vVelcorne," tl:ey cried, 
'' Crucify Hirn, crucify Him." He 
die:i, and even in death slept in a 
borrowed tomb. Ah, little children. 
There was no room for Jesus in the 
world. He was too good, too honest, 
too truthful, to please men, so they 
slew Him. Now, I must finish; 
and as I do so, I see that teardrops 
have gathered in your eyes, and are 
falling down on your hands. What 
do they say 1 for tears know how to 
talk as well as you do; they say : "If 
I had been living when Jesus lived, 
I would have been kind to Him ; 
there shoulcl have been room for 
Hirn in my home, and I would have 
shared half of my pillow with Him. 
Poor, pom· Jesus, I do wish I could 
have helped Him." Well, Jesus 
lives now. He comes round and 
asks for a home with us. He wants 
to be born in our !warts. He aaks 
us to let Him in. He does it by 
this address. He does it by all the 
mercies that surround yon, by all 
the preaching you hear, and by His 
blessed Book of Truth. Remember, 
if your hearts are full of bad 
thoughts, wrong desires, and proud 
feelings, there will be no room for 
Him. Theoe are the enemies which 
will drive Him away, and crucify 
Him afresh. Do let Him in, and 
you shall be happy. 

It is Christmas time. The frost 
is on the pane, the snow is on the 
«round • birds are droppinir down 
dead fr~m the branches, killed with 
the cold, and beggars come with 
hunger-pinched faces, and ask for 
bread. Rap, rap, rap, comes at the 
door. V.-'ho is it 1 Ah, yon know, 
it is father. He is bringing us all 

presents from town. Let him in 
quick, he will feel it unkind if .we 
don't. So yon let him in, and kiss 
the cold off his dear old face. Now, 
let Jesus in just like that. Open 
the door of your heart, and say, 
"Jesus, come in out of the ~old 
world; there is room here." Let 
the Father of all good come in; Ile 
brings us Christmas presents from 
heaven. Good thougcts, holy de­
sires and happy feelings. We will 
let Him come into our hearts to-day, 
then He will let ns enter heaven 
when we die. 

Now let us gather up all these 
thoughts, and sing them heartily in 
our own little hymn, 

NO ROO}I FOR JESUS. 

X o room for Thee, dear Jesus, 
In this Thine own bdght earth, 

X o friendly roof to cover 
Thy gentle lowly birth ; 

Was this the world's reception 
Of its Redeemer-King 

Who left His throne in Hcv;ven 
Eternal life to bring ! 

X o room for Thee, dear J csus, 
Xor for Thy mother, poor, 

No love to bid Thee welcome, 
And open wide the door; 

Ent in a manger-cradle, 
'IYhere once the cattle foil, 

On Thy first day of sorrow, 
Did rest Thy little head. 

No room for Thee, dear Jesus, 
Throughout Thy loving life, 

Ko kindly harn1 to cheer Three, 
Nor holp Thee in the strife ; 

Alone in Goers own aTmour, 
Thou didst maintain the fight, 

Didst nobly scorn the shameful, 
~\nd didst uphold the right. 

No room for Theo, dear Jesus, 
Ancl RO Thy cross was mettle ; 

}len would not love Thy beauty, 
So death was on Thee laicl : 

Room, room they had for evil, 
Whern it might freely be, 

But oh, Thou loving Saviour, 
They had no room for Thee. 
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Xo room for Thee, dear Jesus­
This shall not now be trne, 

)Iy heart doth bid Thoe welcome, 
Its portals enter through: 

Though all the world despise 'rhee, 
If Thou wilt only come, 

With joy beyond expression, 
I'll find fur Thee a home. 

Prc,ton. 

T.HE POWER OF THE WORD. 

BY T. W. l\LEDRURST. 

THE Holy Scriptures were given by 
inspiration of God, and are able to 
make man wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ 
J' esus. The following interesting 
narrative of the remarkable con­
version of a Romanist at Belfast 
affords a striking illustration of the 
power · of the Word. A young 
woman, who was a Roman Catholic, 
hacl a book given her by a young 
man. The book was called, "The 
Garden of the Soul," &c. At the 
encl of the book is a copy of the 
New Testament, published by the 
English College at Rheims, A.D. 

1582, '' with lawful authority," and 
bearing the signature of " Card, 
Wiseman, West., 29 Sep., 1858." 
Simply by reading this copy of the 
New Testament the young woman 
was led to trust her all in Jesus 
Christ, and to rejoice in the liberty 
wherewith Christ had made her 
free. The followino- is her own un-
varnished tale. 

0 

" When I read the New Testa­
ment, I gave np the prayers and 
the forms of the church. I saw 
th~t they could do me no good; the 
priest could do nothino- for me · I 
could d~ nothing for myself. N~ne 
but Christ; for He says, 'Without 
Me ye can do nothing.' It was by 
reading the Saviour's own words 

and promises that I was led to 
trust in Hirn and in His blood 
alone. The first thing tlrnt broughf; 
me to know and love Him was 
reading all the merciful thi□gs and 
miracles that He did, and the pro­
mises He made to them that lrnlieve 
in Him. I loved to read the place 
where it tells about the raising of 
LazcJ.rus, and where Jesus said to 
Martha, ' I am the resurrection 
and Ute life : he that belicveth in 
Me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live.' That wns a great promise. 
I liked the Gospel of St. John 
because it has so much of the words 
of Christ in it. I hid it nearly all 
by heart. 

" ·when I began to get sorry for 
my sins I sometimes thought I 
would die in them : I was so dis­
tressed I could not' sleep at night ; 
I grew nervous, and would all shake, 
and I could scarcely walk. At fast 
I spoke to a man about tbe trouble 
I was in, having lost my faith in 
"the church." He told me to speak 
to the priest, but I knew he could 
not convince me, a:id that it would 
only cause trouble and anger, so I 
did not go to him, In all my 
struggling and striving in the world, 
it was still the uppermost thought 
with mc,-how I could be saved 1 
After I saw there was no other way 
but through Jesus, I had great 
doubts and fears. Sometimes I 
would think 'This way will not save 
me; it will take somethiDg else to 
do tbat.' I was taught that if I 
did not live up to the rules of '' tlie 
church," and l.,elieve in it, I could 
not be saved. Then I would think 
some evil temptation had come over 
me to believe in Christ; but when 
I would go to the Book, I ~,iw then 
that it wi,s ri a-ht to trust rn .Jesus. 
I often wond.fred if auy one else 
had the same belief as I had, I 
sometimes thought there was no 
one in the world believed as I did ; 
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but, whether they did or not I was 
determined that I would hold on by 
my faith. 

"For about three years after this I 
<lid not join any churcl1, nor did I 
intend to join any. I said to my­
self that I would stay at home and 
1·ead my Bible, and trnst in Christ 
to save me. But I was not happy; 
I thought I could not live on in 
that way, and that I must let it be 
known to some one. A woman re­
ported me among the neighbours 
that I was turning Protestant, and 
a mau, who was a great Catholic, 
came to see me. He asked me if I 
prayed much, and what I thought 
was the best prayer to pray. I 
asked him what he thought was the 
best. He said it was to pray to 
the blessed virgin to intercede with 
her Son for me. I said I could not 
pray that prayer, for I did not 
believe she knew anything about 
me. 

" The way I came not to believe 
in praying to saints and angels, 
was by reading how our Saviour 
taught His disciples to say, 'Our 
Father, who art in heaven,' and I 
could not see any place where we 
are allowed to pray to any hut 
God. One day, coming home from 
'chapel,' I saw a woman beatin()" 
her breast, and saying, 'Holy Mary: 
have mercy on me !'-and I thought 
what a great sin it was to take the 
power ojf the Lord, and gii:e it to the 
virgin.' 

"The first thing that led me to 
doubt the rules of 'the church ' 
was the place where it tells of the 
Lord giving the cup as well as the 
bread to His disciples ; but the 
priest gives us only the bread. At 
first I thought I Jrncl not taken the 
right meaning out of the words, or 
that I did not know enough of the 
Scriptures. I tried to persuade 
myself that I was wrong; but when 
I read the Word over again, I saw 

it was so plain, that I could not be 
mistaken. 

" I went to ' chapel' some time 
after I knew the truth, but I was 
very unhappy; I felt it was like a 
hypocrite to go when I did not 
believe in their ways. The last 
time I went there I did not go in; 
I stood at the door till all was 
over ; but I could hardly reach 
home after it, I was in such a state, 
thinking how sinful it was-the 
greatest sin-for me to pretend to 
be what I was not. I said to my­
self, ' I will never go again to 
please the people ; better to stay 
at home, and lel them condemn, 
me.' They told me that I could 
not be saved out of ' the tme 
Church;' they said if I would read 
the Bible it would be my ruin. 
They prayed prayers on me (that 
merms, they cursed her). One man 
said to me, 'Is it not an awful 
thiug for auy one to sell thei1· soul 
to hell for the world 1'-as much as 
to say that I was turning for gain. 
At last I told my mind one night 
to the 8unday-school teacher of my 
master's children. She advised me 
to go and speak with a minister in 
town. I weut to him, and ho 
asked me, 'Do you believe that 
Christ, the Son of God, came into 
the world to die for sinners 1' I 
said I did. Then he told me to 
lay my sins on Jesus, and to believe 
that He died for me, and would 
pardon my sins. He told me tc. 
believe that very instant, and my 
sins would be forgiven; and so 
they were. I had doubts and fears 
before that time ; but I had peace 
then. I felt sure then that I was 
right in trusting to Jesus. I felt 
that I was free then. I had no more 
trouble about my sins. I never 
rnw my past sins after I believed. 
I was so happy on my way home 
that evening, as if I was in another 
world. I was so overjoyed that I 
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could not sleep that night, knowing 
that all my sins were pardoned." 

It is only necessary to add to this 
unadorned tale, that this poor Irish 
convert joined a meeting of Chris­
tians at B--. Since she re­
nounced the Popish heresy she had 
been twice obliged to shift her 
residence. The Roman Catholics 
withdrew their custom from her 
little shop, so that she was forced 
to close it; and fearing, from their 
threats, that her life was in danger 
in their district, she was received 
as a servant in a Christian family. 

" God's Word is perfect, and converts 
Tho soul in sin that lies: 

God's testimony is most sure, 
And makes the simple wise. 

" The statutes of the Lord are right, 
And do rej oico the heart : 

The Lord's command is pure, and 
cloth 

Light to the eyes impart." 
l'ortsmouth. 

SALVATION. 

"By grace are yo saved through 
faith."-EPHESIA'.'.S ii. 8. 

CumsTrAx FAITH is, then, not only 
an assent to the whole Gospel of 
Christ, but also a full reliance on 
the blooil of Christ; a trust in the 
merits of His life, death, and re­
:rnrrection ; a recumbency upon Him 
as om· at,onement mid our life, us 
gicen fur 1ts and living in us. It i, 
a sure confidence which a nmn hath 
in God, that through the merits of 
Christ, his sins a,re forgiven, and he 
reconciled to the favour of God ; 
and in consequence hereof, a closing 
with Hirn, and cleaving to Him, as 
our "wisdom, righteousness, sancti­
fication, and redemption ; " or in 
one word, our salt'ation.-REv. JoH::-. 
·\VESLEY, Sermon on "Suli-ation by 
Faith." 

1qt James ann 'Qritles of -OtIJrist ; 
on, 

A GLll\IPSE OF CHRIST FOR K\..CII Sl:-XDAY IX THE YEAR. 

CHRIST IMMANUEL, 

Fon FEBRUARY 2xD. 

"Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and 
bea,- a Sou, and shall cttll His name 
lmmanuel."-Isaiah vii. 14. 

THE Apostle applies this name to 
Jesus Christ, and tells us that it 
signifies God with us. How won­
derful is the constitution of Christ ! 
And through it what a divine life 
and what exalted privileges by faith 
we reach. In Christ all Christ.ians 
may be said to be in God, as in 
Christ God may be said to be in 
them. Through the incarnation 

God came down to man and man 
was taken up into God. And the 
·word was made flesh, and pitched 
His tent among us, and we beheld 
His glory, says the Apostle, as of 
the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 0 how en~ 
courag\ng is the thought that God 
in Christ is now one of us ; Solo­
man of old surveying the tem_rle he­
had built, exclaimed in relatwn to 
it, '' But will God in very deed 
dwell with men upon tlie earth? 
Behold the heaven and the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain Thee." 
And looking at our redeeming Lord 
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in the glory of His Divine nature. 
we may well exclaim, And will God 
indeed dwell ·with us, become bone 
of our bone, and flesh or our flesh? 
Such, however, is the fact, and the 
n,ason of this stoop of Divine love 
is made known to us in the words 
of the Apostle. "For as mueh then 
as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, He also likewise took 
part of the same, that through 
deat.h He might destroy him that 
had the power of death, that is the 
devil, and deliver them who, 
through the fear of death, were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage." 
And we have I!OW in Christ one 
who can Le touched by a sense of 
all our infirmities-able to sympa­
thise with us in all our sorrows, 
while yet as Jehovah He is able 
to save all through the ages all who 
come unto God by Him. 

CHRIST GOD OVER ALL, 
BLESSED FOR EVER. 

Fon FEBRUARY 9TH. 

"Christ, who is over all, Gorl blessed 
fm· ever."-TI0111aus ix. 5. 

Oun Immanuel is said to be the 
great God and our Saviour ; He is 
said to be the Mighty God ; the 
everlasting Father; the God of the 
whole earth; it ia said that His 
throne is for ever and evei·, and that 
He is over all, God blessed. for ever. 
O what a joy to the Christian to 
contemplate his Saviour as thus ex­
halted, to behold Him supreme in 
heaven and earth. If He is the 
God of the whole earth, then all 
things are His, and will be used by 
Him for His own glory, and the 
present and final happiness of His 
people. And wherever we may be 
located in this vast universe He will 
,be able to reach us, and we shall be 

able to find Him who is its Lord 
and King ; and may we ever seek to 
enjoy His presence and abide under 
His protection and blessiug. And 
as He is not only supreme in autho­
rity, power and dominion, but also 
blessedness, wherever we may be, 
He can impart to us something of 
His own joy, and make everything-, 
both on earth and in heaven, sub­
serve our happiness and the highest 
interest of the soul. .!\fay we seek, 
thl•refore, for a faith worthy of His 
perfections and dominion and love, 
looking to Ilim with implicit confi­
dence for all that we need, leaving 
with Him the bt1rden of every care, 
and believing that as He has the 
power He will make all things work 
together for our good and His own 
glory. May we ever hear His 
voice speaking to us at all times, 
and in all places and saying :-

" Bear not a single care alone, 
One is too much for thee; 

}line is the work n,ud :Hine alone, 
Thy work is rest on Mc." 

CHRIST MIGHTY TO SAVE. 

Fon FEBRU.\RY 16Tir. 

'· I th,i,t spe,i,k in righteousness mighty 
to savc.''-lsaiah Ix.iii. 1. 

CAN we wonder that when it is said 
t.hat Christ our Immanuel is Je­
hovah, Most High, Lord of Hosts, 
Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 
the Glory of the Lord, the Name of 
the Lord, the Word of the Lord, God 
over all blessed for ever, that it 
also shot1ld be declared that Re is 
mighty to save. Who indeed, can 
effectually resist His will ? He says 
He will work and none shall hin­
der. All in heaven and earth con­
sciously or unconsciottsly bow to 
His sceptre and do his bidding. 
He is mighty to save on account of 
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what He is, what He has done, and 
what He purposes to do, and God 
has given Him power over all flesh, 
that He should give eternal life to 
as many as the ·Father has given 
Him. Here we have a ground for 
faith which can never fail in seeking 
the extension of His kingdom ; our 
efforts cannot fail, however feeble, 
for we are working with ou·e 
who is the mighty God, who can 
by His word and spirit save all 
His redeemed, and 'has said that 
He will gather all nations and 
tongues, and that they shall come 
and behold His glory. Reader, 
art thou trusting in Christ and 
yet doubting thy salvation, thy 
very fear is a denial of the fact 
that He is mighty to save; micrhty 
to save thee by His blood fro~ the 
guilt of sin, and no less mighty to 
save thee by His spirit from its 
dominion and power; mighty to 
subdue thy fears, to sustain thee 
amid all thysorrows-toprosperthy 
work, to supply thy need, to give 
thee a present victory over all thy 
fears i_n life and death, and finally 
to brmg thee unto His Father's 
presence above with exceeding joy. 
Trust ye in the Lord Jehovah for 
in the Lard Jehovah is the Rock 
of Ages-our Lord and Saviour 
and mighty to save. ' 

CHRIST THE PRINCE OF 
PEACE. 

FoR FEBRUARY 23RD, 

" His name shall be called the Prince 
• of Peace."-lsaiah ix. 6. 

0 WHAT an illustrious character 
have we here! Christ is tha ever• 
lasting King ; the King of ever-

lasting Love ; the King of the 
everlasting Age. His mercies are 
everlasting because He is everlast­
ing. Isaiah speaks of Him as the 
·Prince of Peace; Ezekiel calls Him 
David or the Beloved, the Prince 
and Priest of God's people for 
ever; Daniel terms Him Ivies­
siah, the Prince ; Zechariah de­
clares Him .to be the King of Zion 
and Jerusalem. 0 how princely 
He is in His person and Divine 
constitution ; in His words and 
work; in the gifts He llestows, the 
graces He inspires, the heaven He 
has procured and prepared, and in 
the peaee-whichHe has purchased and 
bequeathed to His people for ever. 
For this peace He had great bitter­
ness, and yet how freely and magnifi­
cently IIe bestows it! "Peace I leave 
with you, My peace I give unto you ; 
not as the world giveth, give J unto 
you; let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid.'' This peace 
is Christ's own righteous peace, God's 
righteous peace, built upon His own 
finished work; it is kinglypeace, His 
own peace,surpassingall understand­
ing, haviug in it all the elemen~s of 
streugth to feed, keep and garrison 
the heart, and fill it with all that 
can bless and satisfy, and bring a 
present heaven into the soul. And 
we are exhorted to let this peace 
come in andrule in our hearts. 0 that 
we may surrender ourselves more 
fully to its influence, and thr-:;ugh 
it know more of His kingly and 
blessed reign in our hearts, of wholll 
it is said that He is the Prince of 
Peace, and who through the in­
fluence of His own peace in the 
hearts of His own makes them 
children of peace, filling them with. 
joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

"\V. PooLE BALFERN. 

Brighton. 
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~ebitros. 

The H'ay of Peace. Illustrated by 
Factand NotFiction. ByRe"I". W.P. 
B.ALFER:'<. Partridge and Co. 

)Ir:-.rsTERS, tract distributors, mission­
aries, and all who have to instruct 

·inquirers as to the way of salvation, 
will find this little book just what 
is wanted. It is difficult to get un­
<lonverted people to read religious 
books, but llfr. Balfern's incidents and 
ill u.strations are so interesting as to 
the way of peace, that they are likely 
to be read with interest by all. The 
book is beautifully printed ancl very 
cheap; its price is 6d, 

On t!te Treatment of some ~f tlie most 
Irnpm·tan,t Affections of tlte 1Vervous 
!3ystem. By D1·. HENRY BELCHER. 
Goulcl and Son, London. 

Tms book is written by a physician 
who has devoted much attention to 
nervous affections. To the nervous it 
will be a boon, recording the treatment 
of many cured, and is calculated to in­
spire hope in such as suffer from these 
distressing affections. The chapter on 
the nervous system is especially in. 
teresting and instructive to the general 
reader. 

The Teacfi,;r's Stol'efwnse and T,-easwy 
C?f Jiateria{ for Worlcing Sunday­
School Teachers, Vol. III. 1878. 
Elliot Stock. 

·WELL Lound, good letter-press, ma­
terials rich and various. A real cabinet 
of treasure for the working Sunday­
school teacher. We should be happy 
to know that among the thousands of 
-0ur Sunday-school teachers no teacher 
was without a copy. 

Tlte Ragged-School Union Quarterl!J 
Record. The Volume for 1878. 

THE Ragged-School Union has still 
a great work to clo, and of that kind 

which others have not attempted or 
else have failed to reach. Let evory 
one who would be convinced of this 
read this Quarterly. It has numerous 
illustra.tions, and among its pictures is a 
beautiful chromo-litho of Our Favourite 
Shoeblack, worth a frame. 

Truth and Pmgress. A South Aus­
tralian l\Ionthly. Editecl for the 
Baptist Association. 

Tms number deserves more than a 
passing notice from us. It is full of 
interest, giving a full report of the 
three days' Association 11:Ioetings, from 
which we gather that there are 37 
churches with 2,2G4 members; 30 
Sunclay schools, containing 3,047 
scholars and 317 teachers; 118 ha,o 
been received by baptism, while from 
other sources 26G have beon received. 
Against this thore ha.ve been 236 re­
moved from the, books. Mr. Varley's 
visit has somewhat quickenecl_:church 
life and a few have been brought in 
from the world. But the general stato 
of tho churches may be gatherecl from 
the following sentence expressed in 
their report. The absence of any great 
ingatlwring qf souls is a cause of sadness 
and depression. 

Tlte S!Jmpalhy and Action ef E119Tand in 
the late Eastern Crisis, and what 
came of them. Also, The Value of 
the R!wdope Report, By A. BOYLE. 
Elliot Stock. 

A su.A.Rr, caustic letter, severely cas­
tigating some of our leading statesmen, 
ancl deservedly so. It should be read• 
by all. 

OIIB trusty friend, T!te Baptist, has 
entered on this year's work, enlarged 
and impro"l"ed, possessed of all its 
usual energy. We can but rejoice that 
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more than once the publishers have 
sean their way to share success with 
the readers. So again we have ex­
tended columns and other improve­
ments. We hopetheBaptist,as hitherto, 
will be independent, and the Editor 
always have the courage of his 
opinions. 

0GR l\Iao-azines for the New Year hid 
fair to b~ of OTeat and good service to 
their reader~. The Baptist has a 
leader on the New Year. The Sword 
and Trnwel one on Twenty-five Years 
Ago ; and The General BaptiBt, on the 
Denominational Mainspring, all of 
which will please and profit their 
readers. 

The German Baptist Mission Quarterly 
affords a very cheering account of 
work done and fields white unto har­
vest, but complains that present funds 

SUNDAY SCHOLAR'S HYMN. 

Sunday is a joyful day, 
Then wo read, and sing, and pray; 
Children then their voices join, 
To the Lamb, for He was slain. 

Slain? Yes, for our sins He died, 
Suffered shame, was crucified, 
That wo might, whene'er wo die, 
Go to live with Him on high. 

are inadequate to meet the rich op­
portunities presenting themselves for 
usefulness. It therefore makes a most 
earnest appeal for subscriptions, to be 
sent to the treasurer, M. H. Wilkin, 
Esq., Hampstead, N.W. 

RECEIVED and have our hearty recom­
mendation-The Biblical Museum, The 
Teachers' Store!wuse, The Appeal, Ei•an~ 
gelical Christendom, and our excellent 
representative, Tl,e Freeman. Several 
additional Almanacks have reached us. 
On our table we have Tl,e Christian Age 
Sheet Almanack, The Baptist Vestry 
Almanack and Diary, very serviceable. 
The Soldiers Friend and Army Scripture 
Reade,·'s Society, the usual Annual. 
Everyone's Almanack and Lutonia; this 
last is full of Luton matter; it is some­
what costly, but not to the readers, as a 
copy may be had gratis on application 
to Wootton and Son, Luton. 

Je~us, grant that we may be 
Loving, gentle, kind, like Thee; 
That we may go to heaven above, 
Where all is mercy, truth, and kn,. 

Jesus, now our sins forgive, 
Holp us more like Thee to live, 
And may we in heaven sing 
Better praises to our King. 

W.H.P. 
Lyndlmrst. 
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CHAXGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REY. J. WILLIA.Ms, of Pontheer, has 
accoptcd the pastorate of tha church at 
Crane-s~root, Pon.typool. 

Rev. H. W. Taylor, of :Markgate­
street, Harts, has· received a very 
cordial invitation. to become pastor of 
the chuxch 11.t Redruth, Cornwall. 

Rev. G. J. Knight, owing to ilI­
hea.lth, th<1 reJmlt of a railway accident, 
has been compelled to relinquish the 
pastorate of Chelsea Chapol, Lower 
Sloane-street. 

Rev. A. Underwood has resigned the 
pastorate of the church in Burton-on­
Trent. 

Rev. T. J. Hazzard has resigned the 
J)astorate of the church at Wedmore, 
Somerset, and accepted a call to that 
of the church at Westbury Leigh, 
'iVilts. 

Rev. James Brown has, on account of 
failing health, resigned the pastorate 
of the church at Clayton, near Brad­
ford, 

Rev. T. W. Davies, of Regent's-park 
and University College, London,. late 
senior studcntatPontypool,hasaeccpted 
the paetorate of the High-street English 
Baptist Church, i\Ierthyr Tydvil. 

Uev. Richard ·Hardy has -resigned the 
pastorate of the chrurch at Queenabury, 
1war Bradford, after a ministry of 
nearly forty years. 

Rev. W. Sutchwcll. of Jarrow-on­
Tyne, has ac~cpted an' invita~ion to the 
pnstorate of the church at Fa1r Ground, 
'.Yakcfield. 

Rez. T. Graham Tarn, of PMkham, 
has accepterl an invitation to the pas­
torate of the St. Andrew's Church, 
Cambridge. 

Rev, Edwin Brown has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at In.skip, Lan­
cashire. 

Rev. J. J. Fitch has resigned tho 
pastorate of the church at New-lane, 
Lymington, and accepted that vacant 
at Broad-street, Nottingham. 

Rev. W. Coote has resigned the pas­
torate of the chureh at Great Sta.ughton. 

Rev, T. Yates, who has laboured at 
Diseworth and Kegworth for fifteen 
years, has resigned the pastorate and 
retired from tho ministry. 

Rev. Albert Smith, of Sunderland, 
has accepted a corcliaJ invitation to the 
pastorate of the Park-road Church, 
Esher, Surrey. 

Rev. ,J. H. Wait has resigned the pas­
torate of the church at Coxall, Salop. 

RECOG~ITIONS. 

RECOGNITION services connected witlt 
the settlement of Rev. 0. J. Clark a~ 
pastor of tbe Bethel Church, West 
Bromwich, have been held, under the 
presidency of the Rev. G. Jarman, of 
Birmingham, Several addresses were 
delivered. 

Recognition services connected with 
the settlement of· Rev. J. W. Davies, 
late of Ebenczer; Dyfed, Pembroke­
shire, as pastor of the Tonyfelin Welsh 
Church, have been held, Sermons 
were preached or addresses delivered 
by tho Rev. Spencer James, R, Roberts, 
G. Thomas and others, 

Recognition services connected with 
the settlement of the R~v. W. Jenkins 
as pastor of the church at Snailbeach, 
Salop, h,ivc been held. Rev. J. Jones 
preached, and at the public meeting 
addresses wc;c delivered by the Revs, 
T. Evans, Pnce, J. Jones and others. 

Recognition services h~ve been held 
connected with the settlement of Rev, 
H. Phillips, 13.A., as pastor of the church 
at Weymouth. Rev. Dr. Green pre-, 
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sided, ancl addresses were delivered by 
the Re,s. W. Lewis, R. Allen, J. 
Harrington, and others. 

Recognition services conneoted with 
tho settlement of Rev. J, Raymond, 
late of St. N eot's, Hunts, as pastor of 
the English church at Llandudno, was 
held on the 5th of Jan, After tea the 
Rev. Duncan :McGrego1"presided at the 
public meeting,.in which the Revs. G. 
Bowden, J. Thomas, R. Parry, D. 
Davis, and others took part. 

Recognition senices connected with 
the settlement of Rev. H. Kidner at 
Minchinhampton, as successor to Rev. 
W. James, removed to Sbratfonl-on­
Avon, have just been held. Rev. James 
Ow~n, of Swansea, preached, and at a 
public meeting, under the presidency 
of :Mr. Dangerfield, addressos were de­
livered by Revs. H. ·Kidner, J. Owen, 
Price, Yi'illiams, and others. 

The recognition service in connection 
with the settlement of the Rev. C. F. 
Vernon as pastor of the church at 
Parnell-road, Old Fo1il, was held on 
Tuesday, December 10, lSiS, when a 
large number of members and friends 
sat down to tea, after which followed a 
public moeting, presided over by the 
Rev. W. A. Blake, of :Brentford. A 
most interesting speech was delivered 
by the Rev. J, H. Blake, of Luton, who 
spoke of his knowledge of and inter­
course with Mr. Vernon for. more than 
twenty years. The meeting was then 
addressed by Revs. J. K. Rowe, W. T. 
Lambourne, R. R. Finch, .and l\Iessrs. 
C. Bowes and T. Simmons. Several 
pieces wero sung by the choir during 
the evening-. 

KECK:~GER ROAD, BERMONDSEY.­
The recognition of the Rev. Rob. R. 
Finch to the pastoral charge of tho 
Baptist Congregational church took 
place on the 3rd December. William 
Olney, Esq., presided. Rev. John 
Tcnll offered tho recoc-nit.ion pravcr. 
The meeting ,~as addrc;sed bv ReY'. T. 
J. Cole, Rev. J. Fletcher, Rev. ,Y. P. 
Cope, Rev. John Farren, Rev . .f. A. 
Bro'.·m, Rev. C. F. Vernon, and the 
Ch,.irman CW. Olney, Esg.), gave al,.o 
very telling addresses; Rev. J. Camp, 
Dayid Taylor, Jas. Billington, aml G. 

;\f. Murphy took tho devotional parts 
of the service, The evening engage­
ments were well sustained throughout, 
and tho large attendance promises well 
for the future of the church in this 
populous locality. Rev. W. A. Blake 
would have been present but for very 
recent severo family berca vement. 
Letters were recei vcd from several 
mi1:istaria! neighbours expressive of 
their warm sympathy, but of inability 
to attend from previous engagements. 

PRESE~TATIONS. 

REY. ISAAC ·NEAR, havino- resio-ned 
the pastorate of the church ,rt; Stan ~-ick 
and accepted a call to Ringstead, has 
at a public meeting connected with the 
former church been presented with tt 
purse of £5 10s., as an expression of 
the appreciation in which his four 
years' ministry has been held. 

Rev. R. J. :'.lfiddleton having re­
signed the pastorate of the church at 
Watchet, Somerset, after a threo years' 
ministry, a farewell meeting was held, 
when he was presented with a purse 
containing £11, as ,an expression of 
e.stoom. Addresses were delivered by 
Revs. S. Sutton, J. Francis, R. Groves, 
and others. 

Rev. B. Y. Roberts, of Portsmontl1, 
having resigned his pastorate there and 
accepted a call to Leicester, was enter­
tained at a public farewell dinner at 
the former town. He was presenterl 
with a handsome gold watch, with a 
suitable inscription, testifying to his 
public usefulness during his ten yoars' 
residence in the town. A silver salver 
was at. the same time presented to hi~ 
vdiB. 

A meeting has been held in South­
street Ch,ipel, Greenwich, to bid farewell 
to Rev. W. L. Giles. There was a large 
attendance. An address, expressive of 
the general regret felt nt the pastor's 
rcsignt1tion, and :i pu:rsc containing 
over £68, were presented to :llr. GHc, 
in the course of the evening. 

Rev. W. J. Scott lrnving resigned 
tho pastorate of the church at Lewes. a 
meeting was hdrl in the Friends' 
Schoolroom, Friar-lane-walk, when he 
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was presented, by the membors of tho 
Young Men's Christian Association, 
with a purse of £6, as an expression of 
esteem. A farewell meeting was held 
in the chapel on the Wednesday follow­
ing, and a presentation of £9 was made 

·several addresses being deli,ered. ' 

NEW CHAPELS. 

OPENING services connected with a 
new chapel just completed at Octavius­
street, Deptford, by the church under 
the pastorate of the Rev. D. Honour, 
were held on Tuesday, January 14, Rev. 
A. G. Brown preached iu the after­
noon, and after tea a public meeting 
was held, nuder the presidency of l\Ir. 
W. 'Willis, Q.C., the Revs, Dr. Stanford, 
D. Jones, B.A., W. Usher, and others 
taking part in the proceedings. In th~ 
absence of the pastor, through indis­
position, Rev. W.R. Brown submitted 
a financial statement, which set forth 
that the new building had been erected 
uponaf~eehold site which was purchased 

· at the time the old chapel was erected. 
The outlay involved in the present 
structure, which is neat in appearance 
and capable of seating 550 persons wa~ 
£2,2_77, towards which £1,705 had been 
received, 

A new chapel, which has just been 
erected at East-road, Cambridge, at a 
cost of about £6,000, has been formally 
opened. The Rev. Hugh Stowell 
~rown preached morning and evening. 
lhe new structnre will seat about 900 
persons, and it has been built by the 
church under the pastorate of the Rev, 
J. R. Campbell, In connection with 
the opening services a public dinner 
was held at the Alexandra Hall. The 
sum of £4,000 had, it was stated 
already been contributed to the build'. 
ing fund, and we understand that the 
amount new remaining to be liquidated 
is £1,500. 

A new chapel bas just been opened 
at Strode-crescent, Sheerness. Tho 
building cost £l ,~50, exclusive 01 the 
site, and will scat nearly 400 persons. 
'l'he interest connected with which the 
present structure has been erected was 
commenced by tho pastor, Rev. J, R. 

Hadler, in 1867. Iu 186!) schoolrooms 
were cmnmonccd, where the services 
have since been held. Revs. A. G. 
Brown and J. H. l\Iillard, B.A., took 
part in the opening services. 

A new iron chapel has just been 
completed and opened at Hendon. It 
is capable of seating 300 persons, and 
cost £ 500, Dr. Landels and several 
othe: ministers took part in the opening 
services. Tow~rds the building fund 
upwards of £300 has already been 
contributed. 

A new chapel was openerl at Crook, 
near Darlington, on the -ith January. 
Rev. H. J. Betts preached, and after 
tea a public meeting was held under 
the presidency of .llfr. T. Illingw~rth, of 
Crossley Garrett. Adiiresses were de 
livered by the Revs. W. Fletcher 
(pastor), T. Durrant, T. Dodd, and 
others. On Sunday, tho 8th inst,, 
Revs. W. Hanson and J. Tesseyman, 
preached; and Revs. E. Riley and T. 
Dodds on the 18th. 

Th_e, Rev .. C. Starling, formerly of 
Cardiff and smce of l3rnnswick-squarc, 
London, having taken the :Mission Hall, 
at Crouch-end, with the object of 
forming a Baptist church in the neigh­
bourhood, special opening services were 
held on Tuesday last week. In the 
afternoon the Rev, G. W. l\IcCree 
prea~hed, and in the evening a public 
meetmg was held, under the presidency 
of the Rev. F. Smith, addresses being 
delivered by the Revs. G. T. Edgeley 
(Dow), James Pugh (Wood-green), )I. 
Cumming (New Barnet), and D. Rus­
sell. It was stated that the building 
was formerly, somo fifty years ago 
used as a Baptist chapel. ' 

BAPTISMS. 
Abtrdare.-December 151 at Carmel English 

f~!~s~l, Fourteeni January 12, Seven, by T. 

Abe:rdare., Calvare.a.~December 17, Two; 2:?1 

Twenty-two, by Dr. Price. 
.dbe,·ti/lery.-January 5 at Ebenezer Chapel 

Two, by Ll. Jones. ' ' 
..dccringlon.-Ja.nuary 5, Barnes-street, Four. 
Al!oai N.B.-December221 Four; January 5, 

One, b)' J. Scott. 
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Bacup.-Deccmber 22, at Zion ChaprJ, Seven, 
by C. W. Gi-egory. 

B<trgoed.-December 2:9, Five, by J. Parrir;h. 
Barrow-i'n-Far:ness.-December 291 Four, by 

• T. HughcR. 
Bedford.-December S, 11.Iill--strcct, Three, 

by G. 0. Williams. 
Birminghrim, - December 10, at Christ 

Church, ·.rwo, by \V. Oatos; Dece-1nber Hi, Six., 
by G. Jarman. 

B-irmingham. - December 22, at Cann-on­
st-re~t, Fourteen, hy J. E. Barton. 

Birmingham.-December 29, at the Mis3ion 
Ball, Constitution-hill, Three, by J. Burton, 

Blackif!I, Y orks.-J anuary 7, One, by R. 
Briggs. 

Builth, Bre-conshire.-December li.l, Fi1re, 
by J. M. Jones. 

Burton-on-Trent.-December 29, Guild-street, 
'l'hrec, by J. Askew. 

CaerleQn, Mon.-December 22, One, by D. 
Bevan Jones. 

Cheam.-Decemlier 1:J, Ti.vo, by J. Easter. 
Cinderford.-D<:cembtlr l, .Fh·e; January,\ 

Faur, by C. Griffith::;, 
COleford.-December.91 Eleven; 30~Eighteen, 

:by T. Willis.ms. 
Con.sett~ Du.rham.-Deccmbcr I, Thre€, by 

R. Herries. 
Crick. nea.r Derby.-Decembcr 2:! 1 Two1 by 

one of the deacons. 
Cwm., near Ebbw Vale. - December 15-1 

Three. by D. V. Pritchard. 
Erdington-.-January I, Four, by W. Donahl. 
Rytlwrn.e, Kent.--December :W1 Four, by J. 

Stubbs. 
G/asgow.-January 12, Three, by A. F. :\fills. 
Glod1"1.dc, Oldham.-Dccember 1.5, Five, by 

:',. Richards. 
Gold Ifill, Bucks.-Jannary 2, Twor by T. 

Thomas. 
areat Yarmouth.-December 29i Two 1 by T. 

Hagen. 
Ilelston.-Dccember29. Fhre, by J.E. Sobey, 
Honeyborough.-December 29, 

0
Tw~, by J. 

Jolms. 
Horsfor/h.-December 31, Two, by W. H. 

Rolls. 
/bstock.-December 29, Five, by F. Joseph. 
Little Leigh.-Dccem'ber 28, Two, by A. 

Spencer. 
Lowestoft. - December 15, London - road, 

Four-, by E. Ma..son. 
Luton.-Janna.ry 12, at Purk-strcet Chapel, 

Ele1·cn, by J. H. Blake. 
Jfa.esteg, Glamorgan. - December :!9, at 

.Bethel Chapel, Five, by T. A, Pryce. 

lifetropolita:n District:-
G."'lapham Oommon.-Deeember 29, Xine ; 

January I, Five: by R. Webb. 
Lty~on. - December 29, Six, by J. S. 

)1orns. 
.Llfetropolitan Taber11acle.-!'fovember 28, 

Nineteen, by J. A. Spurgeon. 
Trinity Chapel, John-street, Erlgwu.re-road. 

-January 2, Four; January 5, Two, by J. 
0. Fellowes. 

TVooru::ich.-December 12, Ch~r1es-stre-et1 

Fhe1 by J. Wilson. 

tlfill End, Chatterit:1.-Ja.nuary 5, Three) lJy 
F. ,T. Bird. 

Nash, Mo.u.-Janua.ry 5, Two1 by T. Deb­
haye . 

Newport, Mon.-December lt:i, Stow Hill, 
Three. by J. Douglas. 

Newthorpe, Notts.-Janunry 5, Two, by T. 
WatklnSJD, 

Osn·aldhdstle. - January eJ, Four, by J. 
Nayl0r. 

I':1ttisha!l.-Deecmber 2.5, Two, by J. E. 
.Tones. 

Plym .. outh~ - December 11.,. Gevrgc-street, 
Eight, hy J. W. Ashworth. 

Pol, Jfoor.-January ,i, One, by J, Ernns. 
Portsmouth. - December 29, at Lake-roall 

Chapel, Nine, by T. W. Medhnrst. 
W~~tsfi;~n. Radnor.-January 12, TwoJ- bys. 

Raglan1 1\Iou.-December 29, Four, by B. 
Johnson. 

Salem, near llaverfordwest.-Deccmber 22, 
Two, by D. 0. Edwards. H~~;;:-r::.• Beds.~December 21, Four, by T. 

Spermymoor, Durham.-J.anuary /j, Thref'1 
by M. Morris. 

Tt·edeqar, Bethel.-December 2:!, Three, by 
E. Lewis. 

Tlmrleigk. - December 2'01 Three, by G. 
Chandler. 

Twerton-on-Avon.-January 5, Three, by D. 
Sharp. 

Clverston.-J.anus.ry 12, One, by M. H. 
Whetn,!l. 

Wain.,gate, Yorks.--.Ju.nnary ;Y, Four, by G. 
W. Wilkinson. 

lVatt~et and JVillUon.-January 2, Three, by 
R. J. Middleton. 

JVe.~ton Turville.-December 23, One-, by J.Ir. 
Goacher. 

Willenhall.-Dccember 29, Lichfield-street, 
Eleven, by E. Hilton. 

lVe-stpark, Dumfries.~December 12, Threr1 

by \Vn1. Milligan. jun. 
J"strad, Ruond,fa (English Church).-Jsu­

u.ary 12, Nine, by M. H. Jones. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
WOOLLACOTT.-On Jan. 2, the Re,-. 

Christopher W oollacott, ageil SD, for 
many years pnstor of the church in 
Little Wilil-street. His Temnins were 
interred in the Kensal-grcen Cemetery 
on January 7th. Rev. Dr, Lan<lels 
cond uctud the service. 
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"ATIE YOU INVITED 1"' 

A SER:IION DELIVERED AT '.CHE METROPOLlTAN TAllERNACLE1 BY C. :a:. SPURGEON. 

"Go ye therefore into the highways, anil as many as ye shall fin.cl, bic1 to 
the marriage. So those servants went out into the highways, and grttl:cred 
together aU as many as they found, both bad anc1 good: arnl the wec1c1ing iYa8 

fnrnishcc1 with gnosts."'-:lfATTHEW xxii. !J, 10. 

I WANT to open my sermon this evening with a very pointed guestion. 
Are yon invited, my friend, to the great £east 1 Have you responded to 
the invitation? What kind of answer have you given 1 It were a 
lamentahle thing indeed for any of you if it could be proved that you have 
not been invited to that gathering here represented under the parable of 
the marriage of the king's son. H.,s God's Word directed no invitatio1Js 
of grace and mercy especially to you 1 Then, I pray you, why do you 
come here ? This is no house of mercy to those for whom God ha,s no 
regard, and to whom He sends no particular address. The preacher 
would be very jealous of inviting you himself unless God had invited you. 
If you are not invited in this precious volume of inspiration, you have no 
portion or inheritance among the saints ; the day of rest can afford your 
consciences no repose; you are not interested in the sacrifice that cleanses 
from sin ; you are not introduced to the privileges of peace with Go<l ; 
you are not included among those to whom the tidings of eternal sttlvaiiou 
are sent. As for the blessed Bible, it does but tantalise you ; telling yo:1 
of the mercy of God to others without throwing one single -ray of light on 
your path to cheer your own darkness ; showing you the happy freedom 
of other men whose chains have been snapped, but leaving you in gloomy 
bondage with no hope of release for ever. Unless you are invited it were 
almost a pity to tell you of the well-springs of joy in that world to come. 
Better that, like the poor beast, you should live and die in entire 
ignorance of the future. The terrors of your out-look would only tormel!t 
you hefore your time. Why put the telescope to your eye and point out 
the goodly land, whose soil you shall never tread, or portray the gorge­
ous temple in whose courts ye shall never worship ? It were a pity to 
tell you of a heaven you might never hope to reach. Your untoward envy 
or your unavailing hopes would recoil on your restless spirits, for certainly 
heaven can never be your portion if you are not invited to the feast. 

But we will not harass you any further with such unwelcome thoughts. 
The open question has an obvious answer-YOU CERTAINLY ARE INVI'fED. 
In so speaking I make no exception of anybody within hearing of my 
voice. Nay, to no single creature under heaven do I take exception; to 
whomsoever the Gospel has ever come the invitation has been directed. 
Yes, You ARE INVITED. The imperative command to God's messengers is 
to_ in_vite "as many as they shall find.'' All of you who are found to-night 
w1thm these courts have come within the comp:iss of this command. In 
the name of the infinite Jehovah, the God of mercy, who sends me unto 

• This Sermon being Copyright. the right of reprinting and trti,nsfating is resen-ed. 
Ko, 244, KEw Sl!lllE!I, · 
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you, I Lid yon receive the atonement provided by Christ Jesus, and resort 
to the great marriage banquet which sovereign grace has abundanUy 
qiread. You are invited, every one of you. 0 bserve how they " gathered 
all, both good and bad." None of yon are too good for the invitatiou, 
self-righteous and self-satisfied as you may seem ; and none of yon are 
too bad, profane and profligate as your characters may appear. You are 
stiII invited. The great bell of mercy, as it rolls to and fro, rings out thi, 
silver note-" Come and welcome, sinners come." 

Let me then :!JIVIDE TIIE AUDIENCE TO-NIGHT INTO GOOD AND BAD, if 
so ye will. Doubtless among the many here present the greater pro­
portion may be set down as good; not that you are good in God's sense, 
but good in the human sense. vVe m:i,y, at least, include in this class 
those whose lives have been pure and chaste, such as l1ave never become 
amenable to any of the laws of the land, or probably have not even broken 
the code of unwritten laws which we call" good morals." Your house 
furnishes a pattern of a well-conducted family; you are not among those 
who '' sit in the seat of the scorner, or stand in the way of the wicked, 
or run with the multitude to do evil-'' You are what are called 
"respectable, good sort of people." Friend, I say that thou art invited to 
come ; for however good thou art openly, there is still a plague within 
thy heart; however excellent thou mayest appear to the eye, still thou 
hast a taint of natural depravity. Nay more, thou hast committed a 
multitude of offences which God's pure and holy eye can see, and thine 
own conscience must keenly feel if it be at all awakened. You honest 
tradesmen ! you "honourable women not a few l " you kindly mothers 
of families ! you amiable young women ! you young men of excellent 
moral ·carriage !-I address myself to you who think yourselves good, and 
are thought to be so by others-do not any of you fancy that Christ came 
merely to save the rogue, the harlot, the profane. Know that He came 
also to save such as you are, and to you is the invitation sent. 

On the other hand, I fear me there may be gathered here some who may 
be called bad. Did I say I feared it 1 No ; I am thankful that they are 
found within these walls. You cannot, some of you, plead not guilty to 
the charge of drunkenness. Sometimes, at least, you stagger through the 
streets, or if not seen publicly, yet in private you do not refrain your lip 
from the drm:ikard's cup. Perhaps you are guilty of swearing; you may 
have fallen mto such a habit that you can scarcely utter a sentence 
without larding it with an oath. Possibly the harlot may 1:iave strayed 
in here, and she feels bitterly her shame while thus I speak. And there 
may be one who could not even claim the title of honest mingling with 
this throng; with what motive is best known to himself. But, pnt 
yourselves down among the bad as you may, or let others put you there­
ay, though the adjective in its superlative degree should be applied to 
yon, and you should be accounted the worst of the worst-sti!l yon are 
invited. Christ bids the vilest of the vile come to Him. Come to Him 
just as you are, then, in a.]l your filthiness and in all your vileness, what 
if I say with all your crime and villany, and you shall find that He is 
willing to save you. The prodigal, when first welcomed by his father, 
was no well-washed sinner, clothed in decent array. Re came fresh from 
the harlot's bosom ; fresh from disreputable association with the swinish 
herd; fresh from the degraded tastes of an abject pauperism which would 
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fain have devoured husks to appease hunge1· ; he came from a far country, 
in a famished condition. Yet foul and filthy, wretched and full of remorse 
as he was, his father's arms were ready to embrace him, and his father's 
greeting gave him a spontaneous welcome. So you see the good and the 
bad are both invited. 

I sometimes meet with persons who almost wish that they had been 
gross sinners ; not because they delight in sin, but because the grace 
seems grandest to those who have gone farthest astray, and a free pardon 
seems most precious to those who are on the very verge of perdition. In 
order to reach the worst of si,mers with our invitations, we often specially 
address ourselves to them, while to the more moral we offer fewer words 
of encouragement. It shall not be so to-night. The virtuous, whether 
ri-ch or poor, are invited ; and the vicious, whether rich or poor, are not 
excluded. Both bad and good are to be gathered in to the Gospel supper. 

Divide the congregation yet again. There may be some here who are 
bad in the sense of being callous and obdurate, and others who are good 
in the sense of being sensitive and impressible. Your hearts may be very 
hard. It is but little that you feel. Possibly you wish that you could 
feel more. You would fain, if need be, that visions of hell should scare 
you rather than remain stubborn and impenitent. When you see others 
weep, you wish that your eyes were fountains; nay, you feel that you 
would give ten thousand worlds to have the power to shed tears. No 
adamant appears to you to be harder than your poor heart. Put your­
selves down then, dear friends, among the bad, for whom love Divine has 
so distinct a liking that to yon the invitation is directed . 

.Among you are some doubtless of quite an opposite character. You 
tremble at the Word of God; you have the semblance of a broken heart 
and a contrite spirit ; you have been often aroused and alarmed; your 
nerves have been made to thrill and throb, With many a shudder and 
shiver, you have thought of your condition before God. Well, you 
are invited to come, and recollect you have nothing more to recommend 
you than the hard-hearted sinner haE<; for your natural sensitive)less is 
not a virtue ; it is no spiritual attainment; it has no merit of its own 
that can commend you to the regard of God. You must come self­
condemned, just as much so as the man who bewails his hardness of 
heart. Indeed, I think that those who mourn over the hardness of their 
heart are generally more broken-hearted in truth than those who are 
often smitten with compunction only to trifle with it; for the very fact 
that you think you cannot feel is a clear proof that you are feeling those 
impressions which the Spirit works in you. At any rate, sinner, let thy 
heart be like the nether mill stone, or be it like wax iu the flame, in my 
~a~ter's name I bid thee come, and in answer to the question, '' Are you 
invit~d ? " my answer is : you are solemnly, heartily, earnestly invited, 
and JUSt as you are, to look to Him who did hang upon the tree. 

"Well," say you, "I have often heard that the invitations of the Gospel 
are addressed to characters." So in truth, my dear friend, many of them 
are ; but granting this that such promises specially made to special 
characters ought not to be wrested from their purport and rent from their 
connection, let me ask you if there is anythin" about character in this 
case: "Go ye unto the highways, and as many :S ye shall find bid to the 
w,edding." Is any introduction needed, or any certificate required before 
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accepting such an invitation? '' So these servants went out into the 
highways, and gathered together all, as many as they fouud, both bad 
and good.'' D.:ies character appear to have offered any bar in faithfully 
executing these orders? Nay, it is like the open fountain to the thirsty 
traveller. " \Vhosoever will, let him come and take of the water of life 
freely." If the willinghood be the witness of character, then thy well­
liking will secure thy welcome, seeing that "He is able to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God by Him." What character is called 
for here except that which is covered by thy conduct in corning ? "Hirn 
that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.'' Is there any qualification 
that need give thee a qualm? Nay, in quoting the words you may well 
quicken your pace. A chorus of voices cries "Come," Let it be any 
"him " in all the world, though he be the best or the worst, the most 
penitent or the most perverse, if he come to Christ he shall not be cast 
out. ".Are you invited?" is a question then which you may readily 
answer, for whatever your moral state you are invited to the feast 
of love. 

"Both bad and good,'' says my text, therefore I will take the liberty of 
dividing you again. Is there not a class of persons here whom we might 
pronounce bad because they kai·e no desire after God? \Vhen they hear 
the Gospel, they only listen to criticise the manner of the preacher, the 
metaphors he uses, and the language in which his message is couched. 
They confer the passing compliment of quiet attention to the sermon, and 
then turn upon their heels, contemptuously treating the true sayings of 
God as if they were the trite talk of a theatre. These are they who 
resist conscience, persistently opposing the power of the Gospel, and 
protesting with the pride of Pharaoh, they say, " Who is the Lord that I 
should obey His voice 1 '' Bad as they are, still they are invited. 

On the other hand, some of you are seeking Christ. You have been 
seeking Him for months; your prayer has constantly gone up to heaven:. 
"Ohl that God would save my soul ! " Sitting there as you are, the 
tears fiQW down your cheeks, and your soul is crying to Jesus : "0 ! thou 
Son of David have mercy on me." You are invited; invited to believe 
on Christ ; invited to trust the Saviour; invited to look where life fa to 
be had for one single glance; invited to wash where every sin shall be 
cleansed away; invited to a few,t where a wedding-garment shall cover 
your nakedness; invited to come and sit at the table of free grace, where 
all your wants shall be richly and speedily supplied. "Bad and good," 
as many as I find, thus are you invited. 

And now, as it is clear that you are invited, dear friends, please to 
remember that YOUR IlEING INVITED lS A SUFFICIENT WARRANT FOR YOUR 
COMING. 

You have, perhaps, been saying, "Am I elected?" That is a very 
important question in its place, but rBmember, you can never make your 
election sure till you have made your calling sure. No man comes to 
Christ pleading that he is one of the elect. I never heard of such a case, 
because no man can know that he is one of the chosen till he has come to 
Christ and been converted. Whether you are or are not one of the elect is 
not the question you have to deal with now. "Are you invited?" Yes; 
then bring the invitation in your hand, and God's promise is pledged that 
He will not cast you out. "But," you say, "suppose one should come 
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that is not elected!" My de:11· friend, you have conjec~ured a thing which 
can never occur. The soul that ventures and recoras her vows always 
discovers a prevenient grnce that verified its own gooclwill without 
violating the gradual degrees of her own voluntary persuasion. She follows 
her own liking without th~ slightest suspicion that she is being secretly 
led. In regulating her own decision she ratifies the Divine<lecree. l'Yere 
I to be given a card of invitation to the Lord .Ll'.fayor's banquet, though I 
should hear subsequently that only a limited circle of people was to be 
invited, no misgiving would cro~s my mind whether my ticket would 
ensure my admission. My evident right of entrance would forbid a 
thought of my being excluded. I might think that I did not answer such 
and such a description, but I am quite sure that I should not trouble my 
head about a matter of that sort, for, if I cared to go, I certainly should 
go on the strength of the invitation. Were you invited to-morrow evening 
to some grand party, and you wished to avail yourself of the invitation, 
you would not stop at home b~cause you are not a knight of the realm, 
and could not be called " Sir John." You woulu not refuse to go because 
you had never been presented at court. "Oh ! no," you would say, "the 
invitation is enough for me; that is my warrant, and on the strength of it 
I mean to put in an appearance." 

Or your c'\suistry may take another turn. Perhaps you are debating 
with yourself whether you are particularly redeemed? You may argue 
that unless Cb.rist specially died for you you will not be saveu. This is 
most true, but you have nothing whatever to do with it in your present stage 
of experience. You can never find out those secret things which belong 
to the Lord our God by speculating and guessing. You must come, poor 
sinner; simply because you have got an invitation. This is the point of 
the parable. There was a great banq1rnt spread. Those who were :first 
bidden would not come. But afterwards the servants were sent 
into the highways, and were told to meet as many as they should find. 
What then though a poor man should come who lives in a back slum, who 
cannot read a letter of the alphabet, whose clothes are all tattered and 
torn-shall his abject condition disqualify him 'for the hospitality 1 
Nay, but as sure as the messengers have found him, he shall find a wel­
come! When he comes to the gate and presents a bona fide ticket of 
invitation which is obviously his own, there will be no demur. "Pass in, 
sir, pass in, a ticket is all that is required of you." The keeper of the 
gate has no right to look in the man's face and say, "You must not come 
because you are not dressed in such and such a way." The invitation 
is everything, and if you have the invitation, poor sinner, all things are 
ready, and you may come just as you are to Christ. 

"Well," says one, "bi,t I do not think that I am jit.'' Again let me 
remind you that it is not fitness which is required of you; the question is, 
"Are you invited? I suppose the Lord knowd whom it is right to invite, 
and as He has invited all that are found," both bad and gcod," as He has 
said, "Bring in the blind, the halt, anu the lame," if you have got the 
invitation, come, and you shall be haile<l with a frienclly greeting. Men are 
not so very bashful in ordinary mundane affairs. If there were gold and 
silver to be given away, and a general invitation to take it, people would 
not be very sceptical in listening, or very slack in availing themselves of 
it, or very sensitive in raising objections to any rights of their own. But, 
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oh, when it is the love of God and the grace of Christ, it is because you 
do not know the value of these booU!, that you are ready to do anything 
rather than come for them, so you make true the Saviour's lamentation, 
"Ye will not come unto 1'Ie that ye might have life." Yet, remember, iL 
is not fitness that yon have to look to. "Are you invited 1'' Yes, then, 
being invited, let this be your warrant to come just now to the living 
Saviour for life. 

And now I shall go a step farther still. As you are invited, and a~ thE> 
invitation is always a sufficient warrant fo1· coming do you not think that 
this IS A PROOF OF SURPRISING LOVE 1 

How my soul was melted when I first discovered that there really was 
an invitation in the Gospel for me! Headstrong, hard-hearted, wilful, 
rebellious as you have been, He says," Come, come to my wedding feast." 
You may have even cursed Him to His face, yet He bids you come. You 
have probably laid out your body and your soul in the service of Satan; 
still he bids you come. Though for you in vain rings the Sabbath-bell, 
and you seldom go up to His house, since you are here now He bids you 
come. Your mouth might well be black with oaths, but He bids you 
come. You have gone to such excess of sin that you cannot go much 
farther. Perhaps consumption has cast its pale shadow on your cheek, 
and you can trace the morbid symptoms to your own misdeeds : for you 
have done evil even as you could, with both your hands, and led others 
into sin, yet stupendous love has nothing to say to you to-night but 
"Come unto :M:e, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest." You have been labouring in sin; you have been labouring 
after pleasure, labouring after money, labouring after satisfaction, and 
now He bids you come to Him, and He tells you that He wilI give you 
rest. What, after you have turned a deaf ear upon Him so long 1 After 
seventy years' rejection of Him all He has to say to you is, "Come, come, 
come." )Vhy,you swore you wonldnevergo toa place of worship,andyet He 
bids you come. You have ill-treated that wife of yours because she £earn 
God. You have persecuted Christ in the course you have pursuerl 
towards His disciples. You have kicked against the pricks. Yet despite 
all these provocations He bids you come ! If some man should knock me 
down in the street and cover me with mire, I do not think that the most 
likely action on my part would be to get up and tell him to come to me 
whenever he needed help. Perhaps I might do so, and then it would be 
only one poor sinner ministering to another. But here is the Prince of 
Life and Glory insulted by you-a worm, crushed as soon as a moth. 
Insulted, did I say 1 Nay, you even put IIim to death. Your sins were 
the spear and the nails ; your sins were the vinegar and the gall between 
His dying lips ; and yet, looking down from that cross where you nailed 
Him, He saith to His murderers, " Come; come ; here a~e My hands, they 
drop with blood; that blood shall cleanse you : here 1s :M:y side ; it is 
opened with the spear; it fills the fountain full; come, wash and be 
clean : here are My feet, fast nailed to the wood to show you that I mean 
to stop there until you come: come, sinner, come." Oh! I would that I 
were a fit messengel' for my Master. It needs a heart as full of grief, 
and a voice as plaintive as that of Jeremy, the weeping prophet. What, 
when Jesus calls do you refuse? Shall it be said at the last," Because I 
called and ye refused, I stretched out My hands and no man regarded it; 
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I also will mock at your calamity, I will laugh when your fear cometh ?'' 
Shall it be so, sinner, shall it be so 1 Great God of mercy, send Thy 
Spirit that the sinner's will may yield when Christ's Gospel invites, or 
else he will '' still refuse to taste and rather starve than come." 

It is the God you have insulted, the Christ you have despised, the 
Saviour you have rejected, who this night commands His servants, saying, 
"Go into the highways, and compel them to come in, as many as ye :find, 
both bad and guod." 

And so I close the message as I commenced it, with an inquiry. Having 
answered" Yes" to the question'' Are you invited?" let me now ask you, 
ARE YOU GOING TO ACCEPT THE INVITATION'/ 

"Yes, I am," says one; "thank God I am no murderer of the prophets; 
I intend to accept the invitation to-morrow." My friend, you belong to 
the most numerous class of those who people the kingdom of darkness­
the procrastinators who say "to-morrow." One might have thought that 
Felix would have become a Christian ; he was '' almost persuaded," but 
he will never perfect that resolution which he postponed. He said, 
'' When I have a more convenient season I will send for thee." Unhappy 
Felix ! thou didst overlook thy golden opportunity while consulting thy 
frivolous convenience ; so thou art cast away. I will not say I would 
sooner hear you declare that you will never come to Christ, than hear 
you promise to come to-morrow, but I will venture to predict that the 
two protests will produce the same result. I fear me that of some of you 
who speak fair but show no fruit it will be said, the publicans and harlots 
enter into the kingdom of heaven before you. Months ago we had 
hopes of your conversion: we looked upon you with expectation. Since 
that time many have outrun you who were then far behind you as to 
moral character. They have entered the kingdom of heaven while you 
are still unsaved. Mind you, " both bad and good" are invited. Take 
heed, take heed. You who trifle with this invitation may well tremble, 
for your position is dangerous beyond degree. Some men's hearts seem 
like a flint ; when the hammer strikes them they :fly to shivers; but 
others have hearts like india-rubber; though they yield to every stroke 
of the hammer, the impression is so transient that when the blows cease 
they return to their old shape. I would sooner you were like flints for 
some reasons, though not for other reasons. Oh! may God the Holy 
Spirit now lead you to say," Yes, I will accept the invitation." Are you 
saying that 1 Do you say to-night,'' I willgotoJesusnow, and trust Him!" 
Then, dear friend, He will accept you now. No sinner is ever empty 
sent back who comes to Jesus with open hands, pleading the merit of the 
Saviour's blood. Try Him, sinner. .A.rt thou a lot out of the catalogue 1 
Still try Him. Art thou the odd man 1 Dost thou fancy that thou art 
left out of every description given in the ·word of God 1 Yet remember 
that He has said, '' Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out." 
'' But I cannot change my heart," says one. Christ can do it. '' But I 
want to feel some meltings of heart." Christ can give them to you. 
"Yes, but. I do not want to go on in sin as I have done." No, and you 
ll'hall not 1£ you come to Christ. Christ changes the heart. We come 
as lepers, but we do not remain lepers. After a washing in the blood 
there is a renovation of the nature as well as a removal of past sin. You 
may come as you are, but you shall not go away as you are. Having 
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believed you shall be a new creature in Christ Jesus from this timE 
forward, to show forth the honour of the .Master's name. 

Now,! have been dragging the big net. I pray the I\faster that a great 
haul of fish m1ty be taken in it. I know that His purpose shall stand, 
yet I feel sad as I consider that saying of the Saviour, "Many are called, 
but few are chosen." "Many," indeed, al'c called in this assembly at this 
solemn hour. You are all called. We wait your response. Oh! may it 
turn out that some "few," at any rate, shall find salvation, being made 
willing, iu the day of God's power. Yours shall be the unending profit, 
and to Him the eternal praise for ever aud ever. Amen. 

JOHN CARTER'S GOOD NAME, 
AND HOW HE WON IT. 

CHAPTER III. 

" THEN as far as you've gone, J\fr. 
Fuller, I understand you to say, 
that there is provision enough in 
the Gospel to give us habitually a 
spiritual frame of mind, if we do 
but honestly seek in the right way 
for it 1" 

"Yes, that is exactly what I 
mean." 

Well, sir, I can.not dispute if;: 
but it seems to me to be hard to 
get at.'' 

"Did you ever know any one of 
your acquaintance who die! possess 
it, Mr. Carter 1 '' 

"I can't say, sir, that I havf', ex­
cept, pRrbaps, in one case. N cw 
you put the question, I remeruber 
there was poor Robert Smiles, who 
fa gone to glory: what a happy chap 
he was! 'Happy Bob,' they use to 
call him, and if ever a man answered 
to his name he did. And yet wbat 
trials he had ! And how they used 
to plague him in the goods yard ! 
But it didn't matter: I never re­
member seein' him really put out of 
temper by 'em. True once I did 
see the tears rollin' down his poor 

cheeks, and when they saw that 
they gave over with their chaff." 

"And what was it that so upset 
him 1 Was it anything they said 
about himself?" 

"No,itwasjust because they were 
makin' game of his Saviour, whom 
he loved so well ; fo,· he told me 
afterwards that he didn't mind much 
what th~y said about himself, but 
he couldn't bear 'em to say a word 
against the Blessed One, who died 
on the cross for him. It was touchin' 
a tender point, and he couldn't 
stand it. Well, may we all feel to 
love Christ as 'Happy Bob' loved 
Him, and be as much concerned for 
His honour! A more simple-minded 
man, I thh,k, I never knew, and it 
was that which made'empbguehim 
as they did ; Lut he stood tire as 
iirlll as a rock, and wouldn't give 
way an inch in doing right, come 
what might." 

" But you said he had trials, 
John 1'' · 

"So he had. His wife died sud­
denly, leaving him with three chil­
dren and a poor old mother to look 
after. She kept his house for awhile 
and then she was 'taken home,' and 
lie had to do the best he could for 
the children, with the assistance of 
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kind neighbours. Then to add to 
his troubles he fell under one of the 
goocls waggons, and got his poor arm 
so terribly crnshcd that he had to 
be taken straight to the Iniirnrnry, 
:rnd have it taken oft. Fortunately 
:t was the left arm, and al! thiug8 
considered he got on well; bu~ I 
shall never forget the first visit I ' 
paid him there, s2ein' him bandaged 1 

and lookin' as pale as death. 'Ah ! 
John,' said ho, in a weak voice, ' I'm 

1 

glad to see you; I was just feelin' as 
if I should like sorneboJy to come 
and sit down by me for a bit, and 
read a chapter to me out of the 
good old Book.' '·what chapter 
would you like 1' I asked. Said he, , 
'Just let me bear that chapter in · 
Romans, which says, "And we know 
that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according 
to His purp()se. '' ' .And when I got 
to that verse the poor fellow couldn't 
hold in any longer, but actually 
in a'.l undertone began to sing, the 
passage was so sweet to him. In the 
course of six weeks or two months 
he came out of the Infirmary 
'cured,' as they said, but feelin' 
weak, and not knowin' how he'd 
earn his livin'. But oue of our head 
men at the office, likin' him well, 
used his influence with the Company, 
and so he got nicely settled down at 
a small country place, where he had 
to mind a railway gate, and open ' 
and shut it for traffic to pass 
through, and that suited him well. 
Ee didn't live there, however, but 
a~out three years, being taken away 
with l1eart disease rather unexpec­
tedly, occasioned, the doctor said, by 
the shock the accident had given 
him ; but he died very happy, they 
told me, committin' his children 
into God's hands, and tellin' 'em 
that if they were parted from one 
another on earth he hoped at last to 
meet 'em all in heaven." 

".And what became of the chil­
dren l" 

" They did very well, sir. A re­
lative took one of 'em, and the other 
two were both old enough to go to 
service, and I've heard that they 
are very steady, and so far walkin' 
in the right way." 

" Thank you for that little narra­
tive, Mr. Carter, as, apart from its 
interest, it proves my point, Here 
was a working-man, simple-minded, 
honest, and in every way a consis­
tent Christian, subjected to many 
annoyances and great trials, yet 
managing throughout his Christian 
life to maintain, by God's grace, an 
habitual spiritual frame of mind, 
which made him conqueror over 
them all. My argument, therefore, 
is that if it was so in his case, it 
may be so in my case, and it may 
be so in yours. No scriptural 
reason can, I think, be shown to the 
contrary. But did it ever strike 
you to ask him why he w-as able 
thus constantly to live under this 
spiritual influence, and so maintain 
daily such a close walk with God !" 

"Yes ; now you call it to mind. 
I did on one occasion, and he gave 
me this answer. He said,' You see 
John, I've not had much education, 
and some people even think me a 
bit soft. But be that as it may, 
directly I found the Saviour and 
read in the Word what He'd done 
for me, I felt that the safest thing I 
could do was to keep close to Him, 
and sEek His help every day and 
every hour. So when I rise in the 
morning, first thing I say i;5, " Lor~ 
help me all through this day ! 
Then I opens the Bible and rea~s a 
fow verses, and prays over em 
while I reads 'em, and I'm sure al­
ways to get either a verse or a sen­
tence as fits me for the day through 
to keep feedin' oia. Now its this 
feedin' on tke ·word as principally 
helps me, and what I could do with-
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out it I can't tell. It helps me to pray 
and meditate, and think constantly 
on good things . .And then when I'm 
at work and am tempted and made 
game on, some passage is sure to come 
to mind just at the right time to 
prevent my temper risiri', and teach 
me how to act and what to say, and 
knowin' its God's law I follow it 
straight out and try to do just as it 
tells me. Now, that's the real 
secret of my happines3, and you can 
hardly tel1, .John, how cheerful it 
makes me all the day long. It seems 
to me as if I always want to sing 
and praise the Lord or say some­
thing good to somebody, or do 'em 
some little good, because "the love 
of Christ constrains me.'' ' 

"Well, Mr. Carter, if I talked to 
you till midnight I do not believe 
that I could give you a better pre­
scription for obtaining an habi­
tual spiritual frame of mind than 
that left you as a legacy by your 
late friend 'Happy Bob.' With 
such an illustrative example to call 
to remembrance as he was, you 
scarcely need my counsel. It is 
quite evident that fn his case the 
simple-minded Christian grasped 
practically a -great and glorious 
truth too often overlooked by many 
of us. Ashe proves by his life expe­
rience, to begin with the use of 
God's Word in the morning, to use 
it eontinually throughout the day, 
to turn it constantly into prayer, 
and to follow its teachings out at 
all costs-this and this only is the 
way, amid all our trials and conflicts 
to maintain a spiritual frame of 
mind, and so live up to the high and 
glorious spiritual standard which 
the Lord holds out to us. The evil, 
I fear, of the present day is that too 
many Christians neglect to avail 
themselves of the help that con­
stant readinu and meditating on 
God's holy \Vord would give them. 
Hence, not having God's Word con-

stantiy on their mind, they follow 
the bent of their own wills and in­
clinations, say what they like, and 
do too often as the flesh prompts 
them. No wonder, then, that, being 
to this extent their own masters 
instead of Christ's, they live too 
much like the world, succumb to 
temptation, and thus dishonour the 
Lord who bought them. A starvecl 
soul can never be a healthy or a 
fruitful soul ; but a soul well fol 
and nourished by the Word will bCJ 
spiritual, happy, and useful. You 
have heard of George Muller, of 
Bristol, .John, have you not 1" 

The go_od man who built the 
orphan houses, sir I" 

" Yes, the same. Well, lE-t 
me read to you what he says 
about this matter. " ' While,' 
says he, in one of his Re­
ports, 'I was staying· at Nails­
worth, it pleased the Lord to teach 
me a truth irrespective of human 
instrumentality, as far as I know. 
the benefit of which I have not, lost; 
though now, while preparing the 
sixth edition for the press, more 
than eighteen years have since 
passed away. The point is thiF. 
I saw more clearly than ever that 
the first great and primary busi­
ness to which I ought to atteud 
every day', was to have my soul 
happy in the Lord. The first thing 
to be concerned about was, not how 
much 1 might serve the Lord, how 
I might glorify the Lord, but how 
I might get my soul into a happy 
state, and how my inner man mio-ht 
be nourished. For I might seek to 
set the truth before the unconverted 
I might seek to benefit believers 1 
might seek to relieve the distress;d 
I might in other ways seek to be'. 
have myself as it becomes a child 
of God in this world; and yet, not 
being happy in the Lord, and not 
?eing n_ourished and strengthened 
1n my mner man, day by day, au 
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this might not he attended to in a 
right spirit. Before this time my 
practice had been, at least for ten 
years previously, as an habitual 
thing, to give myself to prayer 
after having dressed myself in the 
morni11g. Now I saw that the most 
important thing I had to do was 
to give myself to the reading of the 
Word of God and to meditation on 
it, that thus my heart might be 
comforted, encouraged, warned, re­
proved, instructed, and that thus, 
by means of the Word of God, 
whilst meditating upon it my heart 
might be brought into experimental 
communion with the Lord, The 
first thing I did, after having asked 
in a few words the Lord's blessing 
upon His precious 'Word, was to 
begin to meditate vn the Word of 
God, searching, as it were, into 
every verse to get blessing out of 
it; not for the sake of the public 
ministry of the Word, nor for the 
sake of preaching on what I had 
meditated upon, but for the sake of 
obtaining good for my own soul. 
The result I have found to be almost 
invariably this: that after a very 
few minutes my soul has been led 
to confession, or to thanksgiving, 
or to intercession, or to supplica­
tion, so that I did not, as it were, 
give myself to prayer, but to medita­
tion, yet it turned almost immediately 
more or less into prayer. When thus 
I have been for a while making con­
fession, or intercession, or supplica­
tion, or have given thanks, I go on 
to the next words or verse, turning 
all as I go on into prayer for my~elf, 
?r others, as the ,v ord may lead to 
1t; but still continually keeping 
before me that good for my soul 
is the object of my meditation. The 
result of this is, that there is always 
a good deal of confession thanks­
gi :,'ing, supplication, or int:rcession, 
mmgle<l_ with my meditation, and 
that my mner man almost invariably 

is even sensibly nourished and 
strengthened, and that by break­
fast time, with rare exceptions, I 
am in a peaceful if not happy state 
of heart. Thus also the Lord is 
pleased to communicate unto me that 
which either very soon after or at a 
later time I have found to become 
food for other believers, though it 
was not for the sake of the public 
ministry of the Word that I gave 
myself to meditation, but for the 
profit of my own inner man." 

"There, J ohu," said Mr. Fuller, in 
closi □g the interview, ''you see that 
this man of faith and prayer, and 
your late good friend, ' Happy 
Bob,' in their conception of the 
way to get an habitual spiritual frame 
of mind, evidently go well together. 
.And I think if Mr. Muller, with all 
his immense responsibilities and 
daily trials, found out that in this 
blessed way he could be continually 
'happy in the Lord,' the same road 
is opened up both for you and me 
to travel on : at any rate, it remains 
with ourselves to takeitifweplease, 
resting assured that if by God's 
grace we do so we shall thus, in 
our respective spheres of daily duty, 
be made' vessels meet for the Mas­
ter's use,' and so win the good name 
which, as Christians, we should all 
so eagerly desire to possess for the 
Divine glory." 

( To be continitecl.) 

THE TRIU::\iPHS OF GRACE. 

BY REV, T, R, STEVE:N'SOX,· 

"By the grace of God I am what I 
am."-1 Con. xv, 10. 

SoME men are desperately afraid of 
sayino- "I am." Timid and nervous, 
they :i'rnn publicity, and seem ready 
to offer apologies for their very ex­
istence. They prefer byways to 
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highways, prefer privacy, ancl at 
length, as dim shadows, pass into 
the oblivion of mortality. Others, 
on the contrary, are too foncl of 
saying, '' I am." They weary you 
with their vanity and disgust you 
by reason of their conceit. Their 
own wonderful wonls, or marv&llous 
doings, or extraordinary sufferingR, 
are themes that they never tire to 
dilate upon. Pat;l belonged to 
neither of these classes. He was 
not bashful, he was not boastful. 
·when occasion required, he c,Juld 
refer to himself. In the course of 
three verses, in the chapter before 
us, he used the personal pronoun 
seven times. But in all this there is 
no egotism, taking the term in its 
conventional sense. The opposite 
is the case: it is indicative of a 
very profound and fine humility. 
He spoke of himself for the sake of 
his Master. To Him he wished to 
give the glory : "By the grace of 
God I am what I am." These 
well-known words suggest, among 
many others, two main thoughts. 

The grace of God begin8 its work 
within. 

"I am:" not "I do." '' Am," is 
the wortl. Not "I at.,hieve," or "I 
accomplish," but "I am." To be 
right is the thing of chief and first 
importance. Our inward spiritual 
state is the matter of main momen­
tousness. Nor is this difficult to 
understand. In everything more 
depends on what we are than on 
what w;i have. To succeed in a 
trade or a profession, we must have 
the genius or spirit of it. Put a 
man in a study; give him a superb 
library ; place pens, paper, ink, on 
his table ; let him be surrounded 
by the most magnificent scenery; 
will that make him a poet ? Take 
a man into a court of justice; seat 
him on the bench ; clothe him in 
scarlet and r,rmine ; call him "my 
lord ;" will that make him a judge 1 

Build a man a church; condt1et him 
into a pulpit ; open the Bible before 
h~m; assemble a large congregation; 
will that make him a preacher 1 
No. There must be the gen ins of 
the poet, the capacity of the judge, 
th~ brn·m and heart of the preacher. 
S·)metimes we say of one who has 
f<l.iled in a certain calling, "It was 
not in him." 

Just so spiritually. Our destiny 
turns npon the simple but solemn 
q Liestion, "1s thine heart right / '' 
When Nicodemlls c<1me to Chri~t 
he was filled with notions about 
doing : "No man can do these 
miracles that Thon doest except 
God be with him.'' But Jesus 
quickly, urgently, turns off his atten­
tion to bein_q: " Except a man be 
born again he cannot see the king­
dom of God. Ye must be born 
again." To the woman of Samaria 
He said, "The water that I shall 
give him shall be in him." He 
counselle:l. the Seventy to rejoice 
not so much because the spirits 
were subject unto them as that their 
spirits are right in God's sight. 
When, of His pitv, He healed the 
poor demoniac, th; latter was found 
afterwards "sitting at the feet of 
Jesus, clothed, and in his right 
mind:" yes, he was ''clothed" be­
cause he was "in his right mind." 
Matthew Arnold has written many 
mistaken and even mischievous 
things, bt1t one thing he has brought 
out with remarkable clearness and 
force, namely, the prominence 
given by our Lord to what he ex­
pressively calls '' inwardness." 

There is a great teaching here for 
some. They read in a book the ex­
posure of a certain viue or hear 
a discourse in which ~ certain 
outward act is condemned and 
denounced, whereupon they begin 
to wage war against H. "A way 
~ith it, crucify it," cry they. This 
1s good but not best: there is a more 
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excellent way. Instead of cutting 
off a branch hHe and lopping a 
bough there, lay the axe t~ the 
root. Be, and then you will do 
rightly. '' R2new a right spirit 
within me" is the prayer most 
needed: that offered and answered, 
all else will come to pass in clue 
season. Yonder is a factory, I 
enter :md find the whole of the 
machinery silent and motionless. 
How shall the inaction be remedied 1 
Shall J move a wheel in one place, 
pull a band in a second place, and 
put my hand upon a lever yonder? 
That is but a fool's remedy, child's 
play. After all I have only moved 
a portion of the machinery,and that 
but for a very short time. The true 
plau is to go to the engine-house, 
turn on the steam, and thus secure 
both universal and continuous 
IllO! ion. 

The ,qrace of God accomplishe8 a 
great ctnd ;]lori"ous chan,ge in men. 

This fact underlies Paul's worJ 0
, 

and imparts to them their significance 
aud force. When the Apo1,tlc said, 
'' I am what I am," he obviously 
meaut, "I am not what I once 
,vas." He, as a glance at the con­
text will show, was thinking of the 
vast and memorable trarnforma­
tion that had occurred in him. 

1:-la\·e yon never noticed how one 
thing will alter the whole life? A 
single event will revolntionise the 
course of a human being ; the 
entire hereafter of a person is often­
tin1es tinctured and- tinged by an 
isolated experience. To wit: there 
is , disappointment. Some disap­
pmntments we never fully get over: 
they leave their brand on us as long 
as we live, Jacob wrestled, during 
the awful hours of the night, with 
the angel and prevailed : neverthe­
less, he always halted afterwards. 
And, alas, there are those who 
grapple with the angel difficulty 
only to be conquered, and they 

limp from that time, As much 
may be said of bereavement. Death 
ever and anon not only deprive.s a 
man of his life but his survivors 
of their joy. He inflicts wounds 
not to be whoE:v healed on this side 
of the grave.· Some people are 
never tr.e same after a severe 
bereavement that they were pre­
vious to it. The highest lady in 
these realms is a case in point. 
\Yhat a shadow has been thrown 
across our honoured monarch's path 
by the death of Albert the Good. 

This fact will enable us to see 
how this one thing, the grace of 
God, can completely revolutionise 
a man. Think of this one 
who gives us his history in the 
text. Saul and Paul were as 
unlike as we can well imagine : 
the change wrought was radical, 
thorough, and astounding. At one 
time he appeared the last man likely 
to be won over to Christ: no wonder 
that the brethren doubted him in 
the first instance whs,n "he as~ayed 
to join himself to the disciplee." 
Just read a few verses by way of 
contrast with each other. "As for 
Saul he raade havoc of the church, 
and haling men and wcmen com­
mitted them to prison," Co11ple 
that with the following: ""\Ve 
were gentle among you, even as a 
nurse cberisheth her children : so 
being &ffocti01iately desirous of yon, 
we wore willing to have impartecl 
unto yon, not the Goepel of Goel 
only, but. also our own souls, be­
cause ye were dear unto us." 
Again : "Saul was consenting unto 
his death.'' But by-and·bY, the 
tables are turned, and " Saul" con­
sents if needs bf', to his own death! 
Rea! what he say&, "J<'or thy sake 
we are killed all the day long, we 
am accounted as sheep for the 
slanrrhter.'' •',Ve have the sen­
teuc% of death written in ourselves." 
"I die daily." 
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So marvellous is the change 
effected by the grace of God, David 
exclaimetl, "Thy testimonies are 
wonderful;" and well may we add, 
"Thv transformations are wonder­
ful.". It is, indeed, like another 
birth. The change may be sudden 
or it may be slow, but in every 
case it is a very great change. In 
England the sun takes hours and 
hours to rise; in Ceylon it does it 
iu less than half au hour ; but in 
both instances it is a change-a 
change from black night to bright 
day. " So is every one that is born 
of the Spirit." A maiden who was 
converted through the preaching 
of Whitefield, was interrogated and 
cross-examined somewhat scepti­
cally. Her reply to the seeming 
doubts of her spirit-ual censor was 
the following: " Something has 
changed : I am certain of that. If 
I am not changed, then all the 
world has, for everything seems 
different." Thousands can say the 
same. "If any man be in Christ 
.T esus he is a new creature : old 
things have passed away, behold, all 
things have become new." When 
a man receives the love of God and 
the pardon of sin he be(;omes a good 
man and ahappyman. Before he was 
converted, he said the Lord's Prayer; 
now, he means it. Before, he be­
lieved in the Lord's presence; now, 
he delights in it. Before, he heard 
of the Lord's love; now, he rejoices 
iu it. ·well may he cry, "By the 
grace of God I am what I am." 

Some affirm that the doctrine of 
free grace is immoral in its tendency. 
The Rev. R.H. Hawker, late vicar of 
Morwenstone, says that justification 
by grace is like a certificate given 
to a bankrupt, licensing future 
swindlino- and dishonest practices ! 
Paul, at ~ny rate thought far other­
wise. "By the 'grace of qod I am 
what I am," he writes : as if he had 
said, '' I should never have been 

what I am but for the grace of 
God." The grace of God, we are 
expressly told, teaches us" to deny 
all ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
and to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present evil world.'' 
"Have you laid your sins ou Jesus, 
the spotless Lamb of God!" asked 
one of a new convert. "Yes," was 
the immediate answer, "and I'll 
never lay any more there." A hope, 
alas, doomed to disappointment, 
but, nevertheless, indicating the 
effect of God's grace in making 
men holy. 

Be like Paul! Remember this 
illustrious Apostle. '' Ah,'' perhaps 
you reply, "I am so differently 
situated ; my position is altogether 
unlike his. He was inspired, and 
he had miraculous power." True, 
but this was not the cause of his 
change. He does not say, '' By in­
spiration I am what I am," but, 
"By the grace of God I am what 
I am." You may have that grace. 
Receive forgiveness and accept the 
mercy of God as revealed in the 
sacrifice of Christ. Under its 
power you will become " trans­
formed by the renewing of your 
mind," and "where sin abounded 
grace'' will "much more abound." 

Colombo. 

THE ADOPTION OF SO.N"S, 

BY REV, THOMAS HENSON, 

BuT being born again of the spirit, 
are we not sons of God by that 
new birth ? How then sons by 
adoption ? Let it be remembered 
that we are by nature children of 
the family of siu, of the devil ; 
and regeneration makes us children 
of the family of righteousness, of 
god ; a change expressed by Paul in 
another way, "Who liath delivered 
us from the power of darkness, and 
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hath translated us into the k;ng­
dom of His dear Son" (Coll. i. 13). 
By nature, we are dead to God, and 
holiness, and love ; regeneration 
makes us alive to God in Christ 
Jesus, and, striking a death-blow to 
the old life of Satan in the soul, 
imparts to us, in infant form, the 
life and nature of God. Seeing, 
then, that we are by the new birth 
transplanted out of another family 
into the family of God, adoption, 
always inseparable from regenera­
tion, gives us the name filial dis­
positions, and rights and privileges 
of sons of God. 

Adoption is a legal act, often 
practised in social life, by which 
those who are childless will take 
the child of strangers, and give 
him all the legal and civil rights 
and privileges that their own natural 
child could enjoy. And sometimes 
those who have children of their 
own will adopt an orphan, or some 
other stranger, and put him among 
their own sons and daughters. 
There are many examples of adop­
tion in the Bible ; but they all fail 
in important features to represent 
the adoption of God in Christ Jesus. 
Jacob, when dying, a!lopted Eph­
raim and Manasseh, the sons of 
Joseph, by which they obtained 
inheritance among the tribes, as if 
they had been his own sons. Moses 
was adopted by Pharaoh's daughter, 
by which tradition 8ays he would 
have come to the throne of Pharaoh. 
If so, how great was the sacrifice 
he made, when, by faith, he refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter ; choosing affliction with 
God's people rather than the plea­
sures of_ sin ; esteeming the reproach 
of Chrrnt greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt, and forsaking 
:Egy]?t altoget~er, that he might 
obtam a part 10 the adoption of 
Israel! Esther.was adopted by her 
uncle, Mordecai ; two reasons ap-

pearing to move him thereto: '' She 
had neither father nor mother, and 
she was fair and beautiful." In the 
prophet Jer. iii. rn, the Lord says 
of backsliding Israel, "How shall 
I put thee among the children, and 
give thee a pleasant land, a goodly 
heritage of the hosts of nations 1 
And I said, Thou shalt call me, my 
Father, and shalt not turn away 
from me." We shall see presently 
how He could do even that. 

In the New Testament there are 
several passages, the carefol study 
of which will well repay us for 
consideration on this most im­
portant but much-neglected subject. 

1. Rom. ix. 4, "To whom per­
taineth the adoption." Paul, in 
previous chapters, has set forth 
some great things ; but, then, he 
has decidedly proclaimed in respect 
thereto that the Gentiles have 
equal interest with the Jews; and 
he has yet to show that, because of 
unbelief, the Jews are cast away, 
while the Gentiles are welcomed 
in; but, further, that the Jews also 
shall ultimately, when penitently 
they turn again to God as He has 
revealed Himself to them in Christ 
Jesus, bereceived in, and freely enjoy 
this grace. In these positions he 
assures all his readers of his deep 
sympathy with the Jews, and pro­
ceeds to justify his ardent attach­
ment to them by an enumeration of 
their special privileges. Among 
them this '' adoption." But he 
speaks of the natural Israel, and 
therefore of a sonship, or adoption, 
which related only, or chiefly, to 
natural blessings. If we can realise 
all that adoption was to them, and 
did for them as a nat.ion and people, 
we may, regarding the~ as. a type 
of the true Israel of this dispensa­
tion, see in their sons~ip a large 
illustration of the adopt10n of grace. 
Israel, by that adoption, stood in 
closest relation to God, and received 
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from Him thereby the most dis­
tinguished tenderness, and innumer­
able blessings. Still it was sonship 
on an earthly level ; the adoption 
of .c;race is heavenly. 

~- Eph. i. 5, "Having predes­
ti1mwd us unto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of 
His will.'' It has been already 
catd that the facts of adoption in 
ihc Bible fail in iruportant features 
to illustrate Divine adoption. Eph­
raim and Manasseh had some claim 
upon Jacob; but we have none 
upon God. The infant tears of 
Moses, connected with innocence, 
danger, and helpk1ssness, excited 
pity ; but man as a sumer bas none 
of these commendations. Mordecai 
pitied a lonely orphan, and loved a 
fair and beautiful thing, as who 
would not; but these are not the 
conditions of guilty rebels and of 
the infamous backslider. Israel, 
God asks, how can I set thee among 
the children 1 In the total absence 
of any reason in mru: why he should 
be distinguished by Divine sonship, 
God finds His own reasons in '' the 
good pleasure of His own will." 
And in view of the apparently 
ubrnlute hindrances to its accom­
plishment, He secures it against all 
opposition by His sovereign "pre­
destin;,i,tion; " while He lays deep 
and broad grounds for l:l is o w:1 
honour and justice by making His 
So'l Jesus Christ our substitute, 
and accepting us in Him. 

3. Gal. ix. 5, "To redeem them 
that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons." 
The Galatian Christians were foolish, 
and had allowed themselves to be 
bewitched from the liberty of Christ 
to the bondage of the law. Paul, 
in re~soning with them, tells them 
that they were turning back to the 
imperfect condition of a child, who, 
though heir by birth, is yet iu legal 

bonds, and cannot rule and enjoy 
possessions until he is of age. 1Ic 
then sets before them a truth which 
should make them ashamed of their 
folly, telliug them thd Christ camE' 
purposely to die, that so Ile might 
redeem us from that uona.r-e bond­
age, and purcha;,e for ns ~tho un­
Fpeakable privilege of full Hnd 
entire sonship; t.hus we see that 
adoption is a blood-bought blessing 
for the regenerate. Both the Father 
and the Son are engaged in this 
complete emancipation. "God sent 
His son." Christ came, and laid 
down His life for us, that He might 
purchase for us a sweet liberty 
from all bonds, and from the severity 
of tho slave, and give us the freedom 
and confidence of sons. · 

4. Rom. viii. 15, '' For ye have 
not received the spirit of bondage 
again to fear; I.Jut ye have received 
the Spirit of adoption, whereby we 
cry, Abba, Father." Paul lauour, 
to show the contrast between the 
spirit of the law and the ~pirit of 
Christ. Here ho teaches that 
Christian life, such as God's sons 
are led into, dces not corrnist of a 
disposition foll of slavish, anxious 
dread of God as a king of despotic 
power, or as a judge of just but 
merciless principles; but it con­
sists of a disposition loving and 
reverent, confident and free, m1,ldng· 
obedience the sweet!;st delight. 
"The spirit of fear " is the dis­
posit,ion of slavery. "The spirit of 
adoption" is filial affection to tht 
Father. 

5. Rom. viii. 23, "Emu we our­
selves groan within ourselves, wait­
ing for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body.'' Adoption, 
as used in relation to the Flons of 
God, is a large won!, and may -be 
said to !;oar not so much a twofold 
~ense, as sense upon sense, one in 
advance of the other. It indicates, 
as we have seen, a filial disposition 
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o-iveu to tho;;e who arc born again 
ii1 place of the slavish spirit of sin, 
or of the law which the unconverted 
have. But the world at presc>nt 
knows not the sons of God, thoug!J. 
He knows them. And diseise and 
death reigns ove1' their bodies not­
withstanding ; but a day is co:niug 
for which they contiumilly are 
waiting even with groaning, in 
which the body slnll be redeemed 
from death, and then shall thefr 
:..cloption b~ perfected. SJcre~ now, it 
shall be reve tied, thus known only 
to God and themselves. Now it shall 
bil known to all them ; children of 
the regeneration now, they will be 
the children of the resurrection 
then, at home with their Father and 
:Elder Brother. Adoption includes 
the body as well as the soul. It 
dwells in the soul now, it will 
ultimately clothe the body with 
immortality, and we '' shall be as 
the angels; " nay more, fashioned 
like unto Christ's own glorious 
body (Phil. iii. 21 ). But now we 
wait for this finishing of "the 
adoption.'' 

6. John i. 12, '' But as many as 
received Him, to them gave He 
power, or privilege, to become the 
sons of God, even to them that 
believed 011 His name." Adoption 
is here fully illustrated. It is the 
gift of grace, bestowed on the 
believer. He looks for diamonds 
with blinded eyes who looks for 
the spirit of adoptio11 in 11nbelief. 
Yet is r.ot this the case with many 
who complain that they bave no 
comfort, no enjoyment of Divine 
favour l To as many as received 
Him, He gave the power. 

To sum up, do not saek the spirit 
of adoption in mistake for either 
the justification which sets you 
free from all condemnation or for 
the sanctification which makes you 
meet for this inheritance; but 
rejoice in it as the inseparable 

fruiG of the former, and as evi­
denced by the latter. Adoption, 
the spirit of sonship sent forth 
into our hearts. should constrain us 
to live as son9 who honour the 
name of a Father. In the army of 
Alexander the Great there was a 
soldier who bore his n:i,me, to 
whom it was said, "Either b~ 
bl'ave, or change your name." No 
higher or greater name can any 
man have than that which adoption 
gi veo-" A son of God ! "-and no 
voice speaks more sweetly than 
does the spirit of adoption within 
us : " I wiU seek to be perfect, 
because my Father in heaven is 
perfect." For he who gives that 
Spirit says, "Be ye holy, for I am 
holy." 

Long B1tc!,;o,v. 

TRUE CHARITY. 

To do good to the poor is well­
pleasing U'.lto Gorl. It is meless for 
ns to say to one who is "naked, and 
destitute of daily food," "Depart in 
peace ; be ye warmed und iiilecL" 
We must give to such "those things 
which a.re needful for the body " 
(James ii. 15, Hi). 0Llr charity to 
to the poor must be real, not verbal; 
in deeds, not words. W c read in 
the Chronicles of King OswrJc1 that 
as he sat at table, when a fail- silrc,· 
llioh, full of regal delicacies, was set 
before him, and he ready to fall to, 
hearing from his almoner that there 
were great store of poor at his gi,tes, 
piteously crying out for some relief, 
did not tlll them with such words as 
" God help them " " God comfort 

' h " b them," "God relieve t em, ut 
commanded his steward presently 
to take the dish off the table anJ. 
distribute the meat, then to breal~ 
the di5h cill in pil!Ces and cast it 
among them. This was true charity. 
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"\Yords, be they never so adorned, 
clothe not the naked ; be they never 
so delicate, feed not the hungry ; be 
they never so zealous, warm not 
those who are starved with cold ; 
be they never so oily, cure not the 
wounded ; be they never so free, 
set not them free tlmt are bonncl, 
neither do they visit the sick and 
impoverished. We must do good 
and communicate, if we would be 
well-pleasing unto God. 

A GOOD EXAMPLE -
FOLLOW IT. 

A VE:N"li1RABLE minister of the Gospel 
said, "I have in my congregation a 
worthy aged woman, who has for 
many years been so deaf as not to 
distinguish the loudest sound, ancl 

yet she is always one of the first in 
the meeting. On asking the reaso!1 
of her consfant attendancc,-as it 
was impossible for her to hear rny 
voice,-she answered, 'Though I 
cannot hear you, I corne to God's 
house becairse 1 love it, and would be 
found in His ways ; and He gins 
me many a sweet thought upon lhe 
text ·when it is pointed out to me : 
another reason "is, because there I am 
in the best company, in the 1110rr 
immediate presence of God, and 
among His saints, the l10nonrable of 
the earth. I am not satisfied with 
&erving God in private ; it is my 
d-uty and privilege to honour Him 
rcgv)arly in pnblic.' What a re­
proof this is to those who have their 
hearing, and yet always come to a 
place of worship LATE OR NO'r AT ALL '. 
8ee one hundred and twenty-second 
Psalm." 

on, 

A GLIMPSE OF CHRIST FOR EACH SUNDAY IN THE YEAR. 

THE LOVE OF CHRIST ALL­
SUFFICIENT. 

FoR l\IARCH 2ND, 

"And to know the love of Christ which 
pas,seth knowledge, that ye might be 
filled with the fulncss of God."-Eph. 
iii. I~. 

THE love of Christ is all-sufficient. 
It was so in Himself, it is so in His 
people. It comprehends all we can 
need for time and eternity. It 
casts out of the renewed mind all 
fear which hath torment, and brings 
the spirit of liberty, adoption, and 
peace. It makes the timid bold, 
the weak strong, the sad joyful, 

and the poor rich. It has enabled 
the believer to face bonds, impri­
sonment, and death, and to triumph 
in the flames of martyrdom. It iH 
the principle of the Christian's obe­
dience, and the root of his holiness. 
It saves him from the dominion of 
sin, and leads him to delight in the 
law of God, and to overcome the 
world, the flesh, and the devil. In 
it be finds his present joy and future 
heaven. It contains riches which 
are unsearchable, and all the ele­
ments of eternal bliss. What liberty 
is to the slave, light to the eye, 
music to the ear, health is to th .. 
sick, and rest is to the weary-that 
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the love of Christ is to the heart. 
Having it, I have indeed all things. 
·without it, whatever I possess I 
haYe nothing, and, whatever my 
gifts, in the estimation of God I 
am but as sounding brass or a 
tinkling cymbal. 0, if thou hast 
but a little of this love, reader, 
rejoice in th" Lord alway ; and 
again I say, rejoice! 

" Oh, for tho choice.st blessing 
Of living in Christ's love, 

And thus on earth possessing 
The joy of heaven above." 

THE LOVE OF CHRIST WISE. 

1"0R MARCH 9TH. 

" Whom tho Lord lovcth He chastcneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom he re­
ceiveth. "-He b. xii. 6, 

'IHE love of Christ is ever under the 
control and direction of His own 
infinite wisdom, which always so uses 
it as to make it subserve the inte-
1·est of holiness in the soul. This 
is the reason frequently why our 
comfortB seem to be so few, and 
our trials so many. Love, under 
the direction of wisdom, is seeking, 
not simply our present pleasure, 
but future pr::>fit. This love never 
forsakes, 1:mt wisely, and without 
consulting us, selects that discipline 
which will make us holy, and so 
bring us to the possession and enjoy­
ment of all it has provided for our 
highest good both here and here­
after. This love, ;being wise, will 
correc~ us ; its language is, "I will 
correct thee in measure, and not 
leave thee altogether unpunished." 
It will sometimes say No as well as 
Yes, frown as well as smile, keep 
its eye upon the future as well as 
the present, send darkness as well 
as light, sorrow as well as joy, 
poverty as well as wealth, sickness 

as well as health, the night as well 
as the day, the rod to correct and 
the fire to purge; and it is the work 
of faith to discover this love, and 
however disguised, to believe in it~ 
presence and the wisdom of its 
designs, to wait for its results and to 
rest in peace, sustained by the convic­
tion that it will make all things work 
together for the good of those who 
love God, and are the called accord­
ing to Hie purpose. 

THE LOVE OF CHRIST 
OMNIPOTENT. 

FoR MARCH 16TH. 

" Therefore He is able to s:we them t" 
the uttermost that come unto Gurl ln­
Him.n . 

TrrE love of Christ is equal to aH 
His gracious designs; it may seem 
to be thwarted for a time, but it 
always reaches the end intended. 
It is not, however, mere blind 
power, or abstract force. It i.~ 
divinely intelligent, and works by 
the Word and Spirit of God. And 
while it is irresistible, and no heart 
is so dark and hard but that it can 
enlighten it, conquer its enmity, 
and soften it; it is yet sweet and 
gentle in its influence. No will is 
so obdurate but it can subdue it; 
no soul so depraved but it can 
cleanse it; and what it does for one 
it can do for all, and will not,· leave 
its mighty work until ithas peopled 
the highest heavens with the count­
less host of the redeemed to cele­
brate its praise for ever and ever. 
The bliss of the redeemed will 
be but the everlasting music of · 
omnipotent love consummated and 
perfect. 0, the wonders it has 
accomplished ! It kills the love of 
sin, and casts out slavish fear. It 
makes the timid courageous, the 
weak strong, the sad joyful, and 
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the poor rich. It is zealous am! 
yet patient, tender and yet faithful, 
stro11g and yot gentle, kind and yet 
true. It has made children strongd' 
than men, and martyrs to sing in 
the flames. Love was omnipotent 
in Christ through HiB very weak­
ness conquering sin, death, and hell. 
0, let us rnrrender ourselves fully 
to the influence of this love, and 
we shall be more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us; "for 
mrny waters cannot quench love, 
,;either can the floods drown it." 

CHRIST A PROPIIET, 

FoR MARCH 23RD. 

·' .Aud all thy chilrlren slrn 11 be taught 
,f the Lon], and great shall be the peace 

of thy children," 

IN this world of sin, mystery, dark-. 
ne~s, uncertainty, unrest, error, 
false prophets, and numberless 
religions, how comforting and sus­
taining the thought that we have 
in Christ a prophet and teacher 
sent from God; that in Him the 
very ·word of God becomes incar­
nate, God Himself audible, and 
speaks to us words of life, light, 
and wi5dom, through which the 
orphaned soul can again find its 
way back to his Creator and loving 
Father, to realise rest and peace in 
Him. And how encouraging is the 
thouo-ht to the earnest seeker after 
truth, that although Christ is a 
!Jerfect Teacher, combining in Him­
self all perfection, both human and 
Divine God as well as man, and 
filled ~ith all the treasures of wis­
dom and knowledge, that He is :i,t 
the same time meek and lowly m 
heart, and because He is so, invite;i 
us to come to Him and learn of 
Him, that we may find rest for our 
souls. This great Teacher does not 

despise any on account of their 
ignorance or the many mistakes 
they may have made, though fre­
rpently both are the result of their 
own sin; but is fnll of love, patience, 
a:1d sympathy, bearing with our 
wilfulness, pride, rwd prejudice,and 
all our provocations, and ev<r 
waiting and willing to teach us the 
rnme lessons of love and wisdom 
over and over again. 0 what en­
conragement we have to surrender 
oi::rselves fully to Him, ever to sit 
at His feet, knowing that while lie 
ever teaches wisely and in love, 
He ever teaches to profit, and 
in such a way as to strengthen 
faith, deepen holiness, and increase 
onr happiness and fruitfulness below, 
while fitting us for heaven above ; 
and has declared "that if any man 
follow Him he shall not walk in 
darkness, but have the light of 
life." 

CHRIST A PRIEST. 

FoR MARCH 30Trr. 

" For we h,we not au High Prie,st 
which ca,mot be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tried as we are, yet without sin."-Hcb. 
iv. lii. 

To the extent that we surrender 
ourselves to Christ as a Prophet, 
to Le taught of Him, to that extent 
He will teach us by His \Vord and 
Spirit, and bring us to a true and 
saving knowledge both of God and 
ourselves-" for this is life eternal 
to know Thee the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast 
sent ; " and in proportion as we 
know God we shall know ourselves 
and our utter sinfulness and lost 
condition, and to the extent that 
this self-knowledge is progres­
sively deepened in us we shall feel 
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our n€ed of Christ as a Priest. 
The Spirit of God will not work 
an experience in those whom He 
teaches to supersede or render use­
less any one of the offices of Christ. 
In proportion as we know Christ 
as a Prophet and King, we shall 
feel om· increasing need of Him as 
a Priest; and this experience must 
not discourage us; the Spirit of God, 
in bringing us to a deeper knowledge 
of our sinfulness, is but preparing us 
to know and love Christ increasingly 
as our great High Priest, and to glory 

11/,e ,:,o,;;u- :ind Tile Little Glwncr, 
Honlst0n and Sons, 

THE Sower is fnll of good sonnc1 teaching, 
such as we believ0 "l"l"ill he read with 
profit in thousands of Christian homes; 
and The Little Gleaner is a wdl­
a.rrangecl con1pilation of instnwtiYe 
and pithy pieces and pictmc illustrn­
tions which will make it very "1"1"ekome 
to our young friends, The outsicl(} ]s 
prettily got up, and the insido full to 
the brim of most excellent nrnttn. 
Both serials arc issue.cl this vear in 11 

very much improved size ani1 appc,,1·­
auce, 

Set·en Portraits qf tlie Re,.•. C. TI. 
Spnrgeo», 1cilh Rc•miniscences of his 
Life at }Vater/;eaclt awl Lo,1d0n. 
By G. H. PIKE. I'assmoro aml 
Alabaster. 

THESE photos represent the ooven 
appearances of :Mr. Spurgeon as seen 
by those who remember him through 
all his ministerial career. \Ye are 
pleased with the pictures as a whole, 
though we can only with difficulty 
recognise the one for 1875. '\Ye are 
afraid that the one for 1878 is too 

only in His finished work, His blood 
and righteousness, as the ground of 
our acceptance before God, ancl His 
intercession to make our prayers 
prevalent., swcct,:md fraf";rnnt before 
His throne;~while at the same tiwe 
we are lrd to rejoice in the fact that 
we have in Chl'ist a me1·ciful and 
faithful High Priest, who, though 
lie is made higher thau the heavens, 
can nevertheless be touched by a 
sense of all our infirmities, He being 
in all points tried as we are, while 
yet free from siu, 

faithful. There is an ~mouu(. of care 
and langour in this ono 1vhich gives a. 
tinge of sadness to t!w g-roup. :}fr_ 
Pike has 0111· sincere th:cn ks for threrH1-
ing togAther and preser-dng to us Sf 

much that perlrnps otherwise 1'1'0u!c7_ 

h:,,vc been lost. 

Tl,e Eaptist Ilam//,,ook. 

JI01a:. b~:.lky than over. Increasing ·wHL 
the inr,rease of the deno:mination, ancl if 
·we are to keep 1naking increase, vd .. K 
,,,hall predict what the handbook shall 
become? It must ha,e cost an immense 
amount of timo arnl labour. It i.s a 
most ;-aluable companion, at least to 
every Ilaptist rninister and deacor. 
The Guion and the secretary deserve 
o:ir hoart.iest thanks. 

Some Rou[;IL Sermons (/lt ull scrts (!/ 
Sayings and Subjects. ,. By !3LU~T 

HomN. First Series. t-illllpkin nnd 
!'>Iarshall ; Hamilton and Adams, 

Bu:NT RoBIK hails from Preston. We 
recognise beneath this title a worthy 
contributor to our pages, nnd ·we 
esteem him all the more to find he has 
a 1,ower and a will to present ns with 
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rough, as sometimes with polished, 
diamonds. Readers may realise the 
book by its list of chapters. Hem 
they are: "Look at the Clock ; " 
"Keep Your Mouth Shut;" "'Tis 
Only a Triffo ; " "Put that Pipo Out ; " 
'· It Is the Fashion;" "Early to Bed;" 
"Laugh, and Grow Fat; " "Let By­
gones be Bygones." A copy may be 
had bound in "cloth for ouc shilling 
BUY ONE. 

The Christian Armour. In Ten Sermons. 
By the late Rev. SAJIUEL WALKER, 
B.A. Republished by permission. 
By THOMAS GREEN, of Chichester, 
with a Brief Memoir of the Author. 
Chichester: Wilmshurst. 

SERMONS by a godlv clergyman of the 
English Church; wh~ laboured earnestly 
in doctrine and lifo for the good of 
souls. He was called to heaven in the 
twenty-fifth year of his ministry and 
the forty-seventh year of his age, 
.T uly 19th, I 761. His death was 
glorious. Among his dying sayings 
are the following:-" I have no doubt 
respecting my state in Christ or my 
future glory. Behold, I am going 
down to the grave, and holy angels 
wait for me. Why do you trouble your­
selves and weep? Cannot you rejoice 
with me? ) am going to hoa ven. 
Christ died . •. My Lord • .. Oh had 
J strength to express myself, I could 
tell you enougl, to make your hearts weep 
fo,- joy. God is aft lore to me. Mg 
trials are i•ery slight." Tho sermons 
are written in the spirit of one who 
lived near to God. 

Also by the same publishers, &flec­
tions on SomP. of tlie .Myste,·ies of the 
Unseen fVo,-ld; 'l'/,e History of Evil 
Spirits and How to Counteract Them, 
Second Edition. 

Satan's Snm·es. These contain an 
exposure of arts and wiles of the devil. 

PA:\IPHLETS, l\IAGAZINES, ETC. 

Rachel Comfo1·ted for her Children; or, 
Our Balu;s in Heaven. By .T. OSWALD 
JACKSON. Elliot Stock. 

SmrE choice and beautiful lines, in 
·which, under the similitude of a dream, 

the gentle hand is introduced which 
wipes away the mourner's tears. 

How dn I Know that I have Faith t 
Partridge & Co. 

OUR author is an old friencl of ours, and 
a valued member of the Church of Eng­
land. Ho is known far and near by his 
books, which have from time to time 
taken up the most thrilling questions 
about God, religion, and the soul. llfay 
God speed this last effort ! 

Dinners fur tl,e Bread-winner. Elliot 
Stock. 

Tms little tract ought to be in the 
hands of every City Missionary, District 
Visitor, and, indeed, all who are poor 
or help the poor, and we wish a copy 
could be placed in overy home. 

Fellow Ildpers to t11e Tndh. An Ad­
dress to Sabbath-school Teachers. 
By the Rev. Dr. CuLROSS, :Morgan 
and Scott. 

WE ara always profited by that which 
comes from this pen. Sunday-school 
teachers should read and pray over this 
Address. 

A Talk witft Boys about Tobacco. 
Partridge and Co. 

OuR opinion is that men get no good 
from tobacco, while to boys it must be 
most pernicious. 

Almanaclc. Robert Banks, Racqnet-
court, Fleet-street. 

WE omitted to notice last month this, 
one of the best and most .-alued of our 
almanacks. It is a Baptist and Con­
gregational Handbook. 

The Voice of lVarning. (Buckingham­
atreet, Strand.) Thoroughly Protestant. 
The Ragged-School Quarterlg has, among 
other illustrations, one of the Earl of 
Shaftesbury distributing prizes to ser­
vants of both sexes who have been 
scholars in our ragged schools. The 
Teachers' Storehouse, as always, is good. 
Quarterly Record of the T,·initarian 
Bible Society. We perceive that in 
the next isstie we are to have a reply 
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to the Rev. John Venn, 111.A., who has 
written on Dr. Grogg's pamphlet, 
Poisoned Bread. We take a very deep 
interest in this question. 

Emugelical Chn'stendom, The Australian 
Jfonthl!I, Truth and Progress, Niglit and 

CLIKGING TO TIIE CROSS. 

I am clinging to the cross, 
Counting earthly gain but loss, 
That I might tho Saviour win, 
And at last Ire found in Him 
'Who for me suffered, wept, ani! bled, 
For me was numbered with the dead. 

I am clinging to the cross ; 
All compared with this is dross, 
Nothing else shall stand the test ; 
'Xeath its shadow let me rest; 
This shall all my glory be­
Jesus bore the cross for me. 

I am clinging to the cross, 
Let the world prouounco it losg, 
This shall be my greatest gain; 
Let the world pronounce it shame. 
Pcaco and happiness it brings 
To the soul that simply clings. 

Simply to the cross I cling, 
'While my Saviour's love I sing: 
Here I'll pray, and watch, and wait, 
Till I see the golden gate 
Opening to welcome in 
Those redeemed by Christ from sin. 

J.arclwin. K S. 

"FEAR T HOL' KOT." 

A Thought for the Year. 

BY KATE Pc~c. 

Fear thou not, for I am with thee, 
Through the new aud preseut yenr; 

Day, by Dr. Barn:irdo, The British Flag, 
and a host of our Baptist monthlies aritl 
weeklies, including Quarterly Report of 
the Baptist Tract Society, with sou:c 
capital specimen numbers of tract.a. 
We wish all these may circulate lr:c­
hnndreds of thousani!e, 

I will guide thee, I will guard thee, 
I will chase away thy fear. 

Fear thou not, ,ioor timid Christian, 
Through life's battle yon must go, 

Though deep waters press around thee, 
And life's boat soems hard to row. 

Fear thou not ; in that dark garret 
Where the sun scarce ever shines, 

Yes, thy lot may seem a hard one, 
'Twas My hancl that drew the lines. 

, Fear thou not; poor sick and worn one, 
Ahl thy pain seems hard to bear, 

, Look ! lo@k up, poor child remember 
'Twas for thee I had My share. 

Fear thou not; thou lonely wiclow, 
Of thy dearest friend bereft, 

Still remember that the greatest, 
That the heavenly One is left. 

Fear thou not; dear little orphans, 
Every tear He sees that flows, 

Don't forget, my little children, 
Every heart the Saviour kno,rn. 

Fear thou not; than man of business, 
Ah! I know that heavy loss; 

But remember, One much grc~ter 
Had to bear a hea,ier cross. 

Fear thou not; thou broken-hearted, 
; Every groan the Saviour hc:irs, 

And remember if you trust Him 
Ee will dry thy mournful tea,·cs. 

Fear thou not; thou hcavy-kdrn, 
Does thy loa,d so hea,y seem, 

Remember Jesus clied for sinners, 
His own losL ones to redeem. 
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J? e~r t:1ntt not, poor trnstin~ faint one, 
I am near thee, fenr no fall, 

Fear thou not; pnor ngecl Christian, 
Ven· soon you'll hear Him sav, 

\Yell clone, g~od and faithful se;vant ! 
\Yill not this your toil rqia.y? 

1 Though the light so faintly- llickcrs~ 
Sometinies .scnrcoly burns a~ a11. 

Fea,r thou no~; y,;h~n s.r~orm:=; ;:,:;sail 
thee, 

Ancl tlie to1!1pter sce:;ns to say, 
Y,m ,dll fall. ho lost fot· CYor; 

Fc•nr thou llot, for rn1 the .;vay. 

CHANGES IX TIIE PASTORATE. 

REV, D. RHYS JENKI:S-S, after nearly ! 

oix years' pastorate, has resigned tho 
church at George-street, Salford. 

Rev. E. Small, of tho Pastors' Col­
lege, has accepted an invitation to be­
come pastor of the church at :'.far kya te­
strcet, Beds. 

Rev. P. Parker, of the :i.\fanchester 
College, has accepted a call to the pas­
torate of the Newbold Church, Roch­
dale. 

Rev • .James Blaikie, of Irvine, K.D., 
has received a call to the pastorate of 
tho church at Great Victori,i-strcct. 
Belfast. , 

Rev. J. P. Williams, LL.~., of 
Ponolottyn, has received a unammons 
jnvit.ation to the pastorate of the church 
at Rhyl. 

:Mr. W. L. Lang, of Bnlham, has ac­
cepted the pastorate of Ehenezer 
Cb.apol, Southsca. 

1fo,;. P. J. Rollo, after a successful 
ministry of ten years, has resigned the 
:pastorate of Union Chapel, King's 
Lynn, having accoptc<l a unanimous 
im·itation to the charge of the church 
in John Knox-street, Glasgow. 

Rev. C. Springthorpe, of Longton, 
has accApted an invitation to the pas­
torate of the church at Wirksworth. 

Rev. C. A. Davis has resigned the 
pastorate of the chnrch at Grosvcnor­
strcct, )Ianchester, and acccptecl that 

l1 ... e:--_1· tJ1ou not, for I rnn ;,y}~h t~1ee
1 

Th:!_·01u:h 1..he :new arHI 1Jrcsent ~ear. 
fl1 not 1ea,0 thee, I'll be ... near th~e. 

Th_y poor faintillg Leu~·: :0 ,~heeT. 

ot tho church at Bradford, Yorks, of 
which Rev. J.P. Chown was formerly 
nastor. 
" Rev. C. Hider has resigned the pas­
torate of the church at Beckington, 
having accepted that of the church at 
1Yincanton. 

Rev. W. Reynolds, of Burnley, has 
acce,ptml an invitation to the pastorate 
of the church at Gosford-street Chapel. 

1 

Coventry. 
.:\laryport.-.:\fr. Richard Walker, of 

Regent's Park College, has accepted an 
invitation from the church here to be­
come assistant minister with Rev. D. 
Kirkbride. 

Rev. W. 1Iayo, late of Keighley, has 
accepted an invitation to the pastorate 
of the church at St. Ilelens, Swansea. 
His address will be, "Gorse-lane, 
Swansea,'' 

)lr. Evan Jones, stud ant of the 
College, Haverfordwest, has accepted 
an invitation to the pastorate of the 
W clsh Oh nrch in Castle-street, Lon­
don. 

Rev. George Barker has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Beeston. 
Kotts, and accepteil that of the 
churches of Blaby and \Vhe:ston0. 
Leicester. 

RECOGNITIOXS. 

KECOGXITIOX services connedei! ,,ith 
the settlement of Rev. T, W, Da'Cit'S. 
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of Reoent's-park College, as pastor of 
the c]1urch at High-street, :}Ierthyr 
Tydvil. were held on Thurnlay last 
week, under the presidency of 2.Ir. W. 
Harris. Several addresses wore rlo­
Jivored, and it was stated that l\Ir. 
Davies will not take up his residence 
at :Merthyr until the fall of the present 
year, when he will have completed his 
college term. In the meantime, how­
e-rnr, he will occupy the pulpit once a 
month, 

On Tuesday last week recognition 
services connected with the settlement 
of Rev. G. Wainwright (late of Water­
beach) as pastor of thB church at 
'\Yellington-street, Stockton-on-Tees, 
was held. Rev. W. Whale, of Ipswich, 
presided; and addresses were delivered 
by Revs. W. Hanson, W. l\lcOwan, H. 
Dunnington, and others. llfr . .lllanton 
Smith, tho Evangelist, sung some 
solos. 

Recognition services connoeted with 
the settlement of Rev. J. Bradford as 
pastor of the church at Leytonstonc 
were held on Thursday, Jan. 16. Rev. 
A. G. Brown preached, and in the even­
ing l'fr. G. A. Hutchison presided at 
the public meeting, at which several 
addresses were delivero,I. 

PRESEKTATIO:\'S. 

0~ Sunday, February 9, farewell 
sermons wore preached by the Rev. C. 
A. Davis {who has accepted a unani­
mous " call" to Zion Chapel, Bradford) 
in Grosvenor-street Baptist Chapel, 
;\fanchester. On the following (:Mon­
day) evening a largely attended fare­
well tea-meeting was held, when Mr. 
Davis was presented, on behalf 0£ 
member.s and congregation, with a 
handsome gold watch; on behalf of 
tea_c~10rs and scholars, with an elegant 
wnhng-table; and on behalf of a mis­
sion school, with a paper-rack to ac­
company the same, 2'drs. Davis was 
also presented, on behalf of Dorcas 
Society. with a handsome work-fable 
and writing-desk combined, 

On_ Tuesday evening, 14th January, 
at Westbourno-grove Chapel, Bays­
w~ter, the members of the young men's 
Bible-class presented to their teacher, 

i\Ir. Georgo Lindup, a token of affec­
tionate esteem and regard. The testi­
monial consisted of the following books 
-viz., Wilkinson's Ancient Eyyptian., 
(3 vols); Farrar's Life of Christ; and 
1'he Fern Paradise. .Mr. Lindnp has 
been the leader of the Bible-class for 
nearly eight years. 

At a social meeting of the church 
and congregations connected with 
Westbourne-grove and Praed-street 
Chapels, Rev. "\V. J. Avery, co-pastor 
with the Rev. ,J. Clifford, was presented 
with a purse containing £20, and a 
handsome marble clock, an1 a pair of 
vases, as an expression of esteem, ancl 
in recognition of his wedding. 

At Iligh Barnet, a preaching-station 
connected with the Regent's-park Col­
lege, at a meeting under the presidency 
of Dr. Weymouth (of Mill-hill School), 
j\fr. Rees, one of the students, was pre­
sented with a silver inkstand and other 
articles as an expression of esteem. 

SANDIIURST.-At their annual tea. 
meeting, January 14, the young people 
connected with Mrs, Brine's Iliblc­
class presented her with a work-table, 
in recognition of her labours among 
them during the past thirteen years. 

SALFORD.-Rev. D. Rhys Jenkins's 
friends at Great George-street, Salford, 
presented him on February 1 with a 
purse containing £ 7 5, iu recognition of 
his services during his six years' pas­
torate of the church. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

LmmoN: EAST DeL\nc:rr. - The 
annual meeting of Lordship-lane Chapel 

. was held on Tuesday,January 28, when 
Mr. G. T. Congrove occupied the chair. 
The pastor, Rev. H. J. Tresider, gave 
itn account of the progress of the church 
and its institutions; and the meeUng 
was afterwards addressed by Revs. H. 
P. Hughes, B.A., ',Vesleyan minister; 
J, T, Ilriscoe, of Peckham; and W, F. 
Gooch, of Lower Korwood. fhe mone­
tary result was above £30 gained tr, 
the funrls. 

Special thanksgiving services werP 
on Sunday, February 2nd, and Tuesday, 
the 4th, cclebmted at Chalk-farm 
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Chapel, Berkeley-road, in public recog­
nition of the success of an effort to 
raise £1,000 towards the liquidation of 
the building debt during the past year, 
making £1,500 obtained within the fizo 
year., of the present pastorate. On 
Sunday the Rovs. E. Leach (pastor) 
and T.V. Tymms preached appropriate 
discourses, and on Tuesday a tea and 
public meeting took place under the 
presidency of the Rev. E. Leach. From 
a statement submitted, it appears that 
the chapel was erected in 1870 at a 
cost of £2,700, towards which only 
£150 had boon secured when the pre­
sent ministry commenced in 1873. 
Since then the church has considerably 
iacreased, upwards of 120 members 
being added, and the school contains 
300 scholars. As the result of a scheme 
clevisecl at the commencement of last 
year, the church has since raised 
nearly £300 ; the pastor has collected 
a further sum of £260; the Rev. T. V. 
Timms, aided by his church at Clapton, 
has given about £270; in addition to 
which, sezeral leading friends' contri­
butions of £50 each, making up the 
total amount to the £1,000 required, 
and reducing the debt to £800. Ad­
da:-esses were delivered by the pastor; 
the Revs. E. White-who suggested the 
publication of the statement as likely 
to be as practically useful as the ordi­
nary religious tract-T. V. Tymms, 
Dr. Angus, W. R. Rickett, and others. 

LONDON: HACKNEY.-On Thursday 
ezening, February G, believers wor­
shipping in Bethsaida Chapel, Hackney 
Wick, met to form themselves into a 
uhurch. Twenty-two persons, on pro­
fession of their faith in Christ, were 
admitted into the church, and will be 
under the pastoral care, pro tern., of 
l\Ir. John Taylor, a student in the 
Pastors' College. During the present 
week special evangelistic services have 
been held. 

LuTON.-The inaugural concert of 
the Park-street Yonng Men's Christian 
Association was given on Jan~ary 27, 
at the Town Hall. The mns1Cal ar­
rangements were under the direction 
of l\Iiss Blake, the organist of Park­
street Chapel. This association has 

' enrolled 250 members in tho first week 
of the session. 

HAMPSHIRE.-1::-nder the direction of 
the Ilaptist -Union for Great Britain 
and Ireland, special evangelistic ser­
vices have been held from February 5 
to February 21, by Revs. W. Ilarker 
(Hastings), J. Tuckwcll (Luton), and 
'r. W. Medhurst (Portsmouth), at 
Shirley, Andover, Broughton, l\Iottis­
font, Romsey, and Winchester. 

A meeting of Beds B11ptist ministern 
was held last month at Park-street 
Baptist Chapel, under the presidency 
of the Rov. J. H. Blake, at which it 
was resolved to form a Beds Association 
of Ministers and Churches. 

OLD FORD.-The annivers_ary ser­
mons in connection with Parnell-road 
Chapel, of which Rez. 0, F. Vernon is 
now pastor, were preached on Feb. 9th, 
by Rev, J. H. Blake, of Luton. On the 
Monday a tea and public meeting was 
held, when ]\fr. H. E. Lester presided, 
and speeches wore delivered by Revs. 
J. H. Blake, G. Frith, J. Teall, and J. 
0. l!'ellows. 

To the Editor of the BAPTIST 
MESSENGER, 

Mr DEAR Srn,-In the Baptist Hand­
/Jook for 1879 there appears a memoir 
of my old frienel. and fellow-student, 
the late Rov. Standen Pearce. I ~e­
gret not knowing that such memoir 
was to appear previous to its publica­
tion, as I should have liked to h,wo 
included what I now send to you, and 
for v;hich, please, try to find room in 
the M essen:1e1·. 

',Vhen I entered the houso at Taunton, 
in 1841, Pearce was the senior student 
whoso society we all enjoyed· bnt of 
this we were speedily depri ve;l. Tho 
sudden and lamented death of the Rev. 
J. M. C_hapman, of Yeovil, wl1ich oc­
curred m the autumn of that year, 
brought upon the deacons of the 
church great trouble and anxiety, and 
temporarily, to meet the difficulty, ::.Ir. 
Pearce was in,ited to supply the vacant 
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pulpit for two mo.nths. :rhis led to 
his visiting the ne1ghbonnng town of 
Crewkerne, to his preaching there, and 
to an invitation to settle in this his first 
pastorate. I am one of the few su'.­
viving friends who were present at his 
ordination, in 1842; a season never to 
be forgotten by tho privileged attend­
ft.nts. The entire engagements of tho 
<lay-in which Frend, of Bridgewater, 
Price, of l\Iontacute, and our venerated 
tntor, Mr. Jackson, took tho !Gading 
parts-were most sacred and profitable, 
but the sermon delivered in the even­
ing to the church and congregation by 
the Rev, Joseph Baynes, then of 
Wellington, Some,·set, was a master­
piece of sanctified oratory. Taking 
ior his text 1 Thess. v, 12, 13, the 
gnlat preacher poured out strains of 
eloquence such as not only pleased his 
audience, but by which they wero posi­
tively enraptured. The whole scene is 
present to my mental vision at this mo­
ment. As the now sainted man dwelt, 
in a few closing and powerful sentences, 
upon the words, "Be at poace among 
yourselves," tho large congregation 
seemed to be drawn forward on their 
seats, filled with amazement at, and 
admiration of, such preaching and such 
a preacher. " Fo1· this service," said a 
friend to me, as we left the chapel, 
"Mr. Baynes has been preparing the 
whole of this day." This, dear sir, was 
such a scene as once witnessed must of 
necessity leave an impression lifelong; 
and I wonder not that the career of i\fr. 
Pearce, commenced under such influ­
ences, should have been useful and 
honourable to the last. 

With great esteem, 
Believe me, 

Yours very truly, 
JOHN Ti-:ALL, 

Charlton, S.E. 
Feb. 12, 1879. 

BAPTISMS, 

.A.Oerdare.-Jan. 191 Twelve1 by Dr. Price. 
AOcrcarn~, :Mon.-F0h. ti. at the Engllsh 

Church, Five, by E. J~. Probert. 
Ay!diam.-Jan. 30, One, by J.B. Fielcl. 
Bradford-on-Aron.-Ja"!l. 1~, ~ion ClH1}Jel, 

Two, b
0

y R. H. Powell. 
Bootle, Li1·erpool.-Jan. 26, Four, by Z. T. 

Dowell. 
Bourn.-Jan. 29: Thirteen, by Vil. Orton. 
Burn•ey.-Jan. 20, Three, Jiy V. Re,nolds. 
Car/ton, Bedford.-Jan. 26, One, by J. Jui!. 
Carmarthen.-Feb. 91 English Chapel, Two, 

by T. Thomas. 
Chatham.-Jan. 29, Eight, by J. Smith. 
Creu-e.-Jan. 26, Five, by F. J. Greeniug. 
DunfermltiU',-Jan. 2'2', Four, by J. T. lluge:n. 
Earl's C'oln.e, Essex,-Jan. 17, Two, by \V. E. 

Rice. 
Ebene.rer1 Aberavon.-Jan. 261 Two, by 0. W. 

Ja,mes. 
FerndaJe. Rhondda Valley.-Dec. JG, <Lt the 

F.ngHsh Church, Eleven; Jau. 51 Two, by R 
C. E'w·ans. 

Great Yarmouth.-.Jan. 261 Six:1 by T. H'ngen. 
Honeubarough.-Jan. 26, Six, by J. Johns. 
Jar1·mo-rm-Tyne.-Jan, 19, Grangc-roadr Four ... 

teen, by ,V. Satchwell. 
Knig/,ton.-Jan. 2G, One, by W. WillLnns. 
Leaminyton.~Jan. 29, at Clarendon-street, 

Three, by H. Wright. 
Leigh., Lancashire.-Feb. 2, Five, lJy D. 

Wareing. 
Llwynpia.-Jan. 26, a.t Jerusa]em Chape1 1 

Three, by J. R. Jones. 
Maesteq, Glamorgan.-Jan. 20, at Ilethel 

Chapel, Nine, by T. A. Pryce. 
Jfeltham, Yorlrn.--Fcb. 1, Four, by J. Alder­

son. 

Metropolitan District:-

Duiuich.-Feb. 9, at Lordship-lane Chapel, 
Three, by II. J. Tresidder. 

Harlington, JHiddlesex.-Jan. 31 1 Three~ 
byW.Crick. 

Leytonstone, E.-Jan. 261 Two; Feb. Di 
Four, by Rev. J. Bradford. 

Pop1':1,r, E.-Jan. 19, Four, at the ~ew 
School) Brun'3,vick-ron.a, Popla.r1 by '\"V. T, 
Lambourne. 

Milmbrid7e, Yorks.-Feb. 2 Two, by Mr 
Sperd. 

Morecambe.-Feb. 5, Three, by W. G. 1Iyles. 
Normanton, Yorks.-Feb. 21 Four, by J. 

::.U;yers. 
O']den.-Jan. 261 Two, br A. E. Grceni □ g, 
I'ontne,nynydri, PontypooL-Jan. 1;\ Eight, 

by W. Davies. 
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P1·esteign, Ra.duorshire.-Ju.u. 2/'\ Two, by S. 
\VMkins. 

Sutton St. James. Li1rnolnshire.-Jrrn. l;J ::-au~ 
26: Fourteen, hy .A .. J\, f:i.ayillc. 

Port.~mouth.-Jan. 20, Lake-ro:1d1 Five, by T. 
\V. lledhurst. 

Suitotl-in-Ashfield.-Ja,:1. :21J1 1i".Jur1 by_.\. E. 
Johnson, 

Ramotht Hirwain.-Jain. 12: Twehre, by E. Truro.-Fch. 91 Fom\ ~)Y J. S. ?a.igc. 
Bvans, 

Salem, Ha.verf'ord,vest.-Jan. 19, One, lJy D. 
Weston, Towceslt."r.-Jan. 2G1 :Fln~, by .L 

LOD,6:\iO!l. 
0. Edwards, 

8haldon, Dcvon.-Jan. 2G, Eight, by J. Peck. 
Southampton.-Jan. 211:, East-street., ThrcC', 

by J. H. Patterson. 

Jr,.eymouth.-Jan. lG. Ei,gh\ ;JyR. H. PhHli1J~ 
B.A. 

H7dtwfr:l.. 1 Lcicr.-ster:-h~!·.::-.-Jan. 12", T\rO, by 
F. ~fantle. 

Stonebroorn, Derbyshire.--Jii.n. 12, Fin•. /Jj' 
E. P. Il.n-r-e-tt. 

r.,trad. IlhoadJ,1-:-Fe',,_ :::•. 0~1e, t:,· :~ .. I. H. 
JunP.ci. 
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THE BANISHED ONES RESTORED. s} 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNA.CLE, BY o. H. SPUIIGEON. 

"Yet doth He devise means that His banished be not expelled from ffim."-
2 SAll:OEL xiv. 14. 

THESE were the words of the wise woman whom J oab employed to plead 
for .A bsalom. He had been banished by David his father, and richly had 
he deserved the sentence. Growing weary after three years' exile, he longs 
to see once more the king's face, to be restored tu favour, and to be per­
mitted to come back and reside in Jerusalem. The woman then proceeds 
warily to compass her end~with her wiles ; so she impersonated a mourner, 
invented a parable, ao.d invoked the king to protect the fugitive from the 
avenger of blood, till she made him con-scions that it was for his own son 
her suit was preferTed. After playing with the soft instincbs of a woman's 
pity, she rises to a magnificent appeal to the merey of God. Thus happily 
she got a double hol.d upon him. She must have felt confident that his 
natural feelings and his national faith were both on her siJe, when she 
said, " We muilt needs die, and are as water split on the ground which 
cannot be gathered up again; neither doth God respect any person, yet 
doth He devise means that His banil1hed be not expelled fr0m Him.'' 

Before I proceed to the main subject of our disc@nrse, may I be per­
mitted to ask if there be perchance some parent here who has an .A'bsalom 
in his family from whom he has long been alienated 1 It is just possible, 
dear father, that your son has so greatly offended you that you have for­
bidden him to cross your threshold or enter your house. He is l:nmished 
as far as you are concerned. Though it was years ago that the provocation 
hapi,ened, and many attempts have been made to heal the bnach, you 
have been relentless and implacable as one who is flinty-hearted. "I will 
not alter my determination," you have said; "to no appeal or apology will 
I listen; from my first sentence, however severe, I will not flinch.'' Is 
this right, my friend ; is this as it should be 1 Thy hair is turning grey ; 
how wilt thou be prepared to meet thy God and seek His mercy if thou. 
hast not forgiven thine own child his trespasses? How canst thou say in 
the last hour, "Father, receive my spirit," when thou wilt not receive 
thine own son 1 Thou art evil; it were little for thee to be reconciled to 
one who has aggrieved thee; but if thou refuse, what plea canst thou UEA 

with a perfect God to receive such a sinner as thou art in the plenitude of 
His grace? Or should the case be that of a mother, surely your instincts 
should prevail, even were the persuasives far less cogent. If any of you 
who are parents have cast off your children, and utterly discountenanced 
them, I beseech you to revoke your bitter resolution. Seek them ; forgivc> 
them~ recall them to your bosom; restore them to your.hearts; remstate 
them m your homes. Oh t it ill becomes us to play the Judge and to put 
on the black cap, especially for the condemnation of our own offspring. 

• This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and translating is reserved. 
No. 245, NEw SEruEs. 
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Remember their tender years. Remember the days when they did hang 
at your breast, when they were daniled on your knees ! Can you forget 
them 1 No, mother; let your love never grow cold! Father, let your 
patience never be exhausted! As God restores such poor dying worms as 
we are to His love and to His favour, let us imitate H;m, aud forgive as 
we hope to be forgiven. 

Nor is such a maxim merely applicable to the case of a father and a 
child. I might urge the words of the wise woman in every instance of 
disagreement, especially if either of the parties to it professes to be a 
Christian. How can you wear the name of Christ and yet continue at 
enmity with each other 1 I was asked the other day concerning two 
church-members (not members of this church, I am thankful to say), 
whether they ought to be allowed to come to the communion table, seeing 
that they would not speak to each other when they met. How the 
Saviour's wounds must bleed afresh when this is the conduct of his own 
people ! Do you talk of being washed in blood while the little offences of 
your neighbour, or of your brother, cannot be washed away 7 Renounce 
your profession, or else live up to it. Either play the Christian's part in 
forgiveness, or else pretend not to be a Christian. There is no need that 
thou shouldest damn thyself twice over-first by thine unforgiving spirit, 
and secondly by thy hypocritical profession. If thou canst not forgive, 
at least be honest enough to get thee out of the Christian Church, and take 
up thine abode outside in an ungodly, envious, unforgiving world. 

These remarks, though not exactly relevant to the purpose I have in 
view this evening, are nevertheless of paramount importance. In such a 
congregation as this they must be peculiarly appropriate to some particular 
persons. Though I do not know to whom the Lord may have sent this 
message, I have delivered it faithfully, and I charge you scrupulously to 
fulfil it, Look me in the face, you unforgiving ones, as I will look you in 
the face in God's great day. Listen to the reproof of a fellow creature if 
you would escape the retribution of divine justice. Unless you forgive, 
even unto seventy times seven those who have offended against you, you 
will be condemned without a spark of commiseration. 

And now we are about to speak of God Himself, who is [cited as our 
great Example. God has His banished ones, and He has devised means 
to bring them back. 

THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE MAY BE REGARDED AS EXILES, 
We were banished as the result of our first father's fall. Our race, 

attainted in its head o.f high treason against the sovereignty of heaven, 
was thereupon expelled from Eden. Man is also driven far away from 
God by his own transgressions. There is now no communion between God 
and man. Man is alienated from God by his wickedness, and God is 
estranged from man by reason of His just indignation. Yet out of the 
huge mass of mankind God has been pleased with discriminating love to 
separate to Himself a people, whom He calls His own people, and who, 
though "banished," are "His hanished" ones ; disaffected towards God, 
bui not deserted by Him ; known to God, though not liking to retain 
God in their knowledge; without any desire for His protection, but still 
chosen of Him according to His everlastiug purpose, the good pleasure of 
His own will. These banished ones God will bring to Himself. He has 
been pleased to devise the means for so doiug. You know the plan, but I 
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will tell it you over again. The old story needs no garnishing, and I can 
-give it none. The Lord of Glory, the Only begotten Son of the Father, 
left His throne of light, came down to this dark earth, took upon Himself 
-our fallen nature, was clothed in flesh and blood as we are, and being 
found in fashion as ·a man became obedient to death-even the death of the 
-cross-suffering as man all that was due from man to divine justice, and 
fulfilling as man all the obligations of that holy law of God which it was 
the bounden duty of the creature to discharge towards his Creator. And 
now Jehovah sees with satisfaction a perfect man of the substance of His 
mother, perfect in His nature, perfect in His obedience, and perfect through 
suffering. Looking into the face of that perfect Son of man, who is none 
-other than the Son of God, He approves and accepts Him as a Surety, and 
~ Substitute, and a Saviour. Then He receives into His heart and into 
His company all the myriads for whom that man lived, for whom He 
-served, for whom He died, for whom He rose again, for whom He now 
stands before the eternal throne. The divine way of redemption thus 
bears a close analogy to the judic\al way in which we were originally 
ruined. We were exiled through the sin of another; we are restored by 
the righteousness of another. "As in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive." In Adam the gates of Eden are shut against 
us; in Christ the kingdom of heaven is opened to all believers. By Adam 
we are sent forth to wander ; by Christ we are brought back never to 
wander more. One man's disobedience sowed the seeds of exhaustless 
woe; but one greater man's obeaience reaped a harvest of everlasting 
welfare, which brings us back again to amity with heaven, to perfect peace 
with an offended God, 

God has devised means, then, for bringing His banished ones back, and 
we call those means by this word-redemption. If.we were sold as slaves, 
the price is now paid, and we are free. If we were far off from God the 
distance is bridged, and we are brought near through the precious blood of 
Jesus Christ. I shall not detain thee, dear hearer, upon this point. I will 
only ask thee-Hast thou ever received it into thine own soul 1 Hast thou 
been delivered fr0m the bondage of sin by the blood of Jesus 1 There are 
many of you here whose faces I may never have seen before, and may 
·never see again, but I will venture to ask you the question, Were you 
.redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus 1 " Yes," say some of you, "we 
were all redeemed." Ah! but that is not what I mean, for general re­
demption leaves tens of thousands to perish. I want to know whether you 
have ever had a particular experience of your own redemption. I will not 
enter now into any knotty argument about the number that Christ 
redeemed; are you redeemed from the present evil world, being ransomed 
from the power of the enemy of souls 1 All the general redemptions that 
were ever preached are of no use to any man until he feels and finds out 
that he is specially and particularly redeemed by J esns Christ. Let me 
te_l]. you, my dear hearer, if you are no more redeemed than ,Judas was you 
will go to Judas's place. If you profess to be redeemed, b~t are not re­
generated, you will have no part in the resurrection of the JUst. If you 
are no l:!1o~e redeemed than drunkards, swearers, and whoremongers are, 
what will it profit you? If it be in notion but not in nature, by a sacra­
ment that does not save you from your sins. such a redemption as that will 
be of no service to you. You need to be redeemed from this present evil 
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world. Y.ou require to be redeemed by a redemption partieular, special, 
peculiar, ;personal, experimental, present. Have you been thus redeemed 
and reseued 1 Has the precious blood of Cluist redeemed you from all 
your iniquities 1 Do you trust J eeus to save you to the uttermoat ? It all 
lies.in a little compass. Do you trust, do you love Jesus 1 If so, you are 
-amo~g His .ba,:aished,,and the means have been devised to bring you back 
from your exile, ,and back you shall come through the ransom and 
:righteousness of our Lord .Jesua Christ. And yet, beloved friends, re­
demption is not exactly ;iynonymous with salvation, although it is the basis. 
,of that consummate purpose. The i:'edempti.on needs to be applied,. and 
G-od has means of bringing redemption to the hearts of His own chosen 
ones. Ne.,,-er imagine that.after our Lord Jesus Ghrist has bought·us with 
.His :blood, He would leave us to find out the way of appropriating its. 
infinite benefits. Alas for us, had Re done tee greatest deed for our 
welfar.e, to be regulated by our GWll choice, wibhout cheering us with His 
counsel llDd His oountenanee,-we,1JMuld,nane of ushave been saved. In 
vain had the feast been spread without the messengers to invite as, c0r the 
servants to compel us to come .in. Such our fcdl_y and infatuation, we 
should all of us Jiave "refused to taste and perished in our sins." What 
s~s the proverb : " You can Iead a horae to the mtter, but _you cannot 
m&k:e him drink.'' God can cont:rrol .the will of man : He can :make us 
willing ; tha.t js what He does for us. He has not ~nly opened the 
fountain for sin and uncleannees,and brought us-to know of it, but He has 
constra.ined reluctant hearts to retreat to it, being made "willing in the 
day of His power." Some people are so jealous of the free)1.gency of man, 
that they are afraid to ascribe too much to the free :grace.of God. I trust 
there is no fear of our ever falling into that ,trap. 

"We give all the glnry to His holy name, 
For to Him all the glory belongs ; 

·Be yours the high joy to sound forth Hfo praise, 
And crown Rim in &.eh of y,mr songs." 

I loved to preach the free grace of God years ago ; it grows dearer to 
me every hour. Saints, as they ar.e getting nearer to heaven, will all bear 
roe witness. They may have entertained a little tinge of Arminianism 
when health and strength made them itelf-confident ; but with failing 
health and declining strength they would find comfort and conviction 
leaning to the Calvinistic doctrine of grace, graee, grace, nothing but 
graee, to bring them to their journey's end. It is truly delightful to con­
template the means which God has devised for bringing his banished ones 
baok. He dCH!s it through the Gospel. They must hear the Gospel, for 
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. But some -0f 
them are reluctant to listen to it. Ay, but .they shall hear it, for God has 
ways ,of making them hear it. The old story .told b_y Elisha Coles is 
sufficiently typical for my purpose. A man who never would hearken to 
the Gospel was induced to go .to chur.ch for the sake of the music, though 
he sat with his -fingers in b-is ears during the sermon : a fly happened to 
pitch upon his nose, and he must needs take his fingers from his ·ear to 
brush it away, and just at the moment the preacher said, " He that ha.th 
ears to .hear let him hear." This text so struck him that he listened to 
the rest of the sermon, and God found him out. .That fly was as much 
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an angel of mercy to that man as Gabriel himself ever was to those to 
whom he was sent. The means is thus the hearing of the Gospel ; but 
the perplexing point is, oftentimes, that hearing they do not heed what 
they hear. The sound breaks on their outward ears, but the sense never 
strikes their inmost souls ; they are so used to it that it seems like a world 
old story that has lost all its charm by repetition. What a nuisance I 
mus~ have been to some of you who have heard me so long that you may 
well grow weary of the tidings I tell and of the very tones in which my 
testimony is from time to time uttered. Oh! what shall I say to arouse 
some of you from your habitual listlessness 1 I can think of nothing. 
frooh, but I must· fall back upon the persuasion of the text ; if you be 
indeed the Lord's banished he will yet find ways of bringing you back. 
What arguments can I employ 1 'Twere vain to tell you of judgment, 
since you know your own doom. 'Twere almost in vain, one might fear, 
to repeat again the revelation of mercy to the victims of misery, for the­
name of Jesus has so often been made to ring around these walls, a hearty 
welcome to all suitors, that I tremble lest you should voluntarily choose 
your own delusions and perish in the wilful perversity of your. foolish 
hea.rts. In sheer despondency I ask if you never will be amongst those 
whom God bringeth back from banishment 1 Must we leave you to perish 
and cease to rebuke you because you despise this great salvation 1 May 
·God forbid! The very mention of it shock.s me. Yet God has His ways ; 
they are not all exhausted yet. I have been thinking that peThaps some 
-of you will be going elsewhere during my absence for the m~xt few weeks. 
You: may drop into some chapel where God's ble,isiug may reach you. 
Happy shall I be if you ever come before the church and say,," Sir, I 
-nt and heard a stranger in a strange place, and the Lord went with me." 
The Lord save your B'(JUl by any of Hill servants! As long as you· are 
saved it will be equal joy to me. Oh ! that the word may come to you in 
.demonstration,of the spi:rit and in power! What a joy would this be! 

God has so many ways that T could not stop to try aud instance them. 
Some He brings to Himself by godly parents so early that they do not know 
when they were converted, and yet converted they are. Some He brings 
by means of indefatigable Sunday-school teachers, whose earnest lessons 
have a Divin.e benediction. Sorue He blesses through the reading of 
religious• books-ay, and what is a singular thing, even through the reading 
of irreligious books; not that I would advise any of you to read irreligious 
books with that idea. Yet it is true that God in His sovereignty has even 
blessed to the couversion of men some of the strangest books that ever 
were written and some of the strangest sights th1t ever were seen. I 
know a minister of Christ who had his first impression at a theatre. The 
play had some representation of a sailor about to be hanged, who took a 
glass an<l drank to the health of his immortal soul. "Immortal soul! " 
f!aid the young man. "Immortal soul ! Then what business upon earth 
have I to be here ? Immortal soul! Then what am I doing here amidst 
all this gewgaw and trickery? If ever T live to aet out of it I will never 
be here again." Immortal soul ! Those two worils followed him, brought 
him to his knees, guided him to the Cross and presently led him to preach 
the Gospel! I do believe that no man ~an by any possibility wandeT so 
far into sin, or go so far astray from the fold, but God can reclaim the 
pTodigal, when the day of mercy comes. Though a man may have plunged 
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into the foulest of crimes, and shut himself out from all possibility of 
being reached by outward instrumentality, yet God will meet with him in 
some special manner rather than Christ, the Shepherd of souls, should lose 
one blood-bought sheep. It is a bold doctrine to preach, but as it is true 
I can leave the consequence to take care of itself. Here is comfort for 
you, fathers and mothers who have children that have gone info sin ! That 
may well cheer you in following them up with your prayers. Here is 
encouragement still to seek the obdurate, impenitent ones. Though they 
are beyond our reach they are not beyond God's reach. I take the bow 
and arrow, and I shoot ; alas! my poor strength fails to send the missive 
half-way. But when the Eternal Arm exerts its strength and its skill, 
the arrow flies not at a venture, but to a dead certainty, and arrests the 
sinner, striking him between the joints of the harness. Oh! what short 
work it makes when t.he Almighty shows his own device. How Satan 
looses his hold; how soon the salvation is apparent. In Mr. Whitfield's 
day two members of Parliament were converted by Divine grace, and it 
made a great sensation ; it was talked of as a wonder that such notable 
men should turn Methodists! Well, and why not 1 Why should not 
grace reach the greatest and the highest as well as the lowest and the 
poorest 1 At that very same time Mr. Whitfield'd ministry was being 
blessed to some of the outcasts of society, whose sins were of the blackest 
dye, and who afterwards lived to glorify Christ by their godly lives, and 
died triumphantly bearing witness to the covenant faithfulness of God. 
Yes, my Master's sword can smite the high and the low. His arrows 
can stick fast in all sorts of hearts. Sinners, be they lofty or lowly, cul­
tured or clownish, from among the mighty or the meaner orders ; diligent 
in their business or dissolute in their habits ; self-righteous in their own 
esteem or scandalous in the estimation of others-sinners of all shades 
may be slain by the weapons of the Cross, and then made to live again by 
the power of Jesus. Yes ; there is with Him no lack of resources ; He 
has devised means by which to bring His banished ones back. 

My heart is very anxious for some of you who do not know Christ. 
Who can tell, in a promiscuous assembly like this, what has inclined many 
of you to gather in this assembly 1 Surely you do not profess to come, 
some of you, as worshippers. Why you have come I cannot tell, except 
that the Lord intends to bless you. Oh! I pray he may. What brought 
that drunken man here? In a very different state he staggered to his. 
couch last night. What a blessing to thy family, and to thyself, if thou 
shouldest be reconciled to God! Thou hast been banished by thy wicked­
ness ; but thy Heavenly Father comes after thee; He weeps over thee 
through my eyes, and invited thee by my lips to come to Him. Come to 
Him, come to Him now. God grant that thy coming here may be the 
means which He has devised that His banished be not expelled from Him. 
And what brought you here, oh scoffer1 You dislike every mention of 
religion. You cannot find words foul enough for the preacher and you. 
abhor the very thought of a Sabbath. What brought you here? 'Resolved 
that you will never yield you may be among the first to bow to the sceptre 
of sovereign grace. My God knows how to get at your heart. Though it 
be like granite, it shall be like wax before the m€lting accents of Bis 
voice. He who can fetch water out of solid rocks can fetch tears out of 
your sealed eyes. I pray God He may. And thou, who callest me thy 
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friend, though thou art to my Lord a bitter foe, what often brings thee 
here? Poor soul, thou hast no part nor lot in this matter ; of this thou 
art well aware. Thou art no child of God; thou art a stranger and an 
.alien, and yet thou dost hover around this place as if it were thy home. 
Wilt thou not ere long yield to grace ? What is it that attracts thee 1 
"\Vilt thou always go round and round the table and yet never eat 1 come 
and see the sparkling of the fountain and yet never drink ? I will hope 
better things for thee. The Lord devise, in His infinite mercy, the means 
whereby thou mayest be brought in. Worst of all, worst of all, there 
.are some here who know more about the Gospel than I do. Peradventure 
they have heard it more years than I have preached it ; they are often 
impressed, and constantly awakened; but there is one sin, there is one sin, 
one sin which 1 will not mention; but one sin there is, only one, which 
excludes them from the fellowship of the faithful. An excellent man, 
whose reputation might well excite envy, is before my eyes. He is here 
to-night, and he knows who I mean. He is praiseworthy in all respects 
but one; there is one sin that defiles his whole soul. Many times he has 
been greatly impressed, and he has told others about it ; he has been 
compelled to confess the finger of God against him for his one sin ; it is 
more than he dare do to say a word in extenuation of that one sin ; he 
knows the evil of it, he feels the evil of it. As sure as thou livest thy one 
sin will be to thee a worm that dieth not, and a fire that can never be 
quenched, unless the everlasting grace of God shall break that iron bar and 
set thee free. 

Proceeding a step further, let us n0tice another application of this 
sacred adage. It is to be regretted that many of the Lorct's people 
backslide ; but IN EVERY sucn CASE He doth devise means that His 
banished be not expelled from Him. 

The case of a gross backslider is very difficult to deal with. The 
question is obviously raised whether such a man was ever truly reg~e­
rated. If he were a Christian, how came he to fall into this great sm? 
On the other hand, it is always to be fully credited, and never to be 
negligently doubted, that a true Christian, when betrayed into sin, will 
most certainly be brought back again to penitence and pardon. Let this 
light dawn on your hearts, and this truth be deemed trustworthy, though 
loose-minded people draw a licentious argument from it. The truth ought 
to be spoken. There is comfort here for those who have grievously com­
mitted themselves, and gone bitterly astray. We have not, as a church, 
-escaped the necessity of exercising discipline in respect to backsliders. In 
this congregation there are those whose lapses have stained our records ~y 
their impurity. Thank God there are not many; they are few in th~ rat~o 
-0f our fellowship. Yet each lapse has been a cause of deep lament:1~101;1 m 
the Church, and to their own households it has been not a little hum1hat1_ng. 
But oh, there is comfort in knowing that for such corruption there 1s a 
cure, seeing that He doth devi~e means that His banished be not expelled 
from Him. I have in mind now some of those who fell into sin, and had 
to be put away for awhile; and gratefully do I remember how the love ff 
God brought them back. It was a happy hour when I gave them agam 
the right hand, openly renewing their Christian fellowship, and felt as if 
the second welcome we gave them was more true and real than the first. Ah, 
poor backslider, it deeply grieves your brethren when they have to put 
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you away for the Church's purity ; and it will give them great joy when 
they see that you have repented and come back to participate in ~he 
Church's privileges. Do I speak to any who have given up ever gorug 
to the house of God 1 It is a very bad form of backsliding that results in 
giving up a religious profession, .and entirely neglects the services of the 
sanctuary, dispenses with the regular reading of the Bible, and forbears 
the exercises of prayer and supplication. Oh! if you are a child of God, 
you cannot be happy in such self-abandonment. If the love of God lingers 
in your soul, you may seek to spend your Sunday in senllllal pleasure, 
but you will find that it yields you no satisfaction. You may get among 
the worldly, but the games and jokes in which they revel you will fail to 
relish. Not nnfrequently have I ruilred backsliders when they sought 
re-union with the Church, if they had enjoyed the interval of dissipa­
tion in which they had indulged, and I invariably found that their 
review of the period of their relapse has been a record of wretchedness. 
Sickness has overcast their spiritual life. If you can sin without sorrow 
there is no ground for supposing that grace has ever glanced on your 
heart. It is impossible to rea.p wheat if you have sown wild oats. Has 
any young woman here lately been married to an ungodly man 1 Do 
you not know tbe consequenee;1 You think you are going to conv~rt him, 
do you ? Ah! your conscience tells you to the contrary. He will soon 
drag you down to his dead level. He has marred his prospects by a 
miserable mistake in marrying you, for to his tastes you will never be 
able to conform. But if yon really are a believer, you have made the more 
grievotts blunder, for you never can be happy with him, or with the 
company to which he introduces you, whilst you will thus be shut out 
from the commwiion of saints, deba.r=ed foll often from attending the 
means of grace, and hindered from walking near to G-od. A back.sliding 
state is .a wretched state. Do not try it if you value your own peace. 
Not only do you dishonour God, but you dissipate the profitable lessons 
you .had learned, and bring leanness into your own soul. Though perhaps 
y-0u may prosper in the world while you are thus backsliding in your 
heart, you will have cause to rue it; like the chifol.ren of Israel, to whom 
God gave quails, but while the meat was yet in their mouths the wrath of 
God came upon them. Ohl the bitterness which backsliding brings into 
the backsliding soul ! But still, for all that, God will bring, and does 
bring, these broken-limbed backsliders back again to Himself. Come to 
Him, ye wandering ones ! Come back to Him without a moment's delay. 
Your Heavenly Father calls you. Your first Husband puts to you the 
question, "Was. it not better with thee then than now 1 " Come back to 
Him ! come back to Him now. 

I must close by observrng that there is a sense in which ALL THE PEOPLE 
OF GOD .ARE EXILES. 

This wodd is the land of banishment. Great fau:lt has been often found 
with Dr, Watts for singing of this world as a wilderness, as if he wrote the 
hymn under the influence of a morbid humour, but to usitis a wildernt>ss, 
and there is no making anything better of it. A beautiful world though it 
is in many reBpects, for the Christian it is and never can be anything 
but a desert. It is not his home. He has no continuing city in it. lf 
he had one it would be a proof that he was not a follower of Christ, who 
died without the camp. We are all e:riles with Him. Yes, many.of our 
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sacred songs are filled with sighs over the present and longings for the 
better land; like these-

"I'm but a stranger here, 
Hca,en is my home. 

Earth is a desert drear, 
Hea,en is my home." 

"We've no abiding city here; 
We seek a city out of sil,(ht. 

Zion it's name-the Lord is there; 
It shines with everlasting light." 

" 'Jerusalem tlic golden, 
With milk and honey blest,' 

Beneath thy contemplation 
Sink heart and voice oppress'd." 

Content we are with God's providence and His promise, content to make 
this wilderness rejoice and bhiss.om as the rose while we journey througlJ. 
it, but our inheritance is on the other side of the stream of death. We 
are pressing forward to it. We hope soon to reach it. Shall we ever get 
there 1 The text tells us that God has devised means that His baniB"hed 
be not expelled from Him. " Some on bDa.rds, and some on broken pieces of 
the ship," buttheywillallcome safetoland. The sheep shall all be gathered 
into the fold; some led along devious trackways, passing through many 
trials ; others by smoother paths ; some in great flocks, others in little 
companies, or even one by one, but they will all reach the fold in heaven. 
The jewels shall all be taken from the mine, and be fished up from the 
depths of the sea, and every one be set in the crown of glory, and glitter 
in the diadem of the King. Means there are, means that God has devised, 
and He can by all m{lans, and He will by some means bring every chosen 
one to see His faee with joy, and praise Him without ceasing. 

I wish I could have handled this subject with greater force, bnt as I 
ca.nuot, I must leave the text with you. Oh that we all of us, both the 
speaker and every one of his hearers may have the unspeakable privilege 
of being brought home out of our exile to see our Father's face. This 
-can only be brought to pass by our believing in the Son of God. 
Hast. thou believell on. the Son of God 1 Dost thou believe in Him now ? 
If thou dost not, oh, may God give thee faith to trust in Him who died 
for sinners, and thou shalt live through Him. If thou hast believed 
through grace, God ~ve thee more faith to go on.from strength to strength, 
till every one in. Zion appei.reth bsfore God.-.AMEN. 
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JOHN CARTER'S GOOD NAME, 

AND HOW HE WON IT. 

CHAPTER IV. 

IT was a fine evening in spring, and 
the Rev. ,Tames Fuller was makiug 
a few pastoral visits in the neigh­
bourhood in 1vhich Mr.John Carter 
lived, In due course he knocked at 
his door, and was pleased to find 
that the master of the house himself 
came to open it, and to give him a 
cordial welcome as he crossed the 
threshold. 

" Good evening, J obn," said the 
pastor, as he took the proffered seat, 
" and how is Mrs. Carter 1" 

"Middlin', sir, thank you. She 
wl'nt about half an hour ago to the 
ladies•.-·sewin' meeting." 

''Then we can have a little chat 
to ourselves. Well, how are you 
getting on 1" 

"In what respect, sir1" 
"In mind, body, and estate." 
"I think I may say, sir, as re­

gards all things, I've more to be 
thankful for, than to groan over." 

"I am glad to hear it, my worthy 
friend. But I have a notion that 
we all ought heartily to make the 
same grateful acknow ledgment. We 
may have our respective troubles, 
but in comparison with our mercies 
they are so few that our praises 
ought to be largely in excess of 
our groans. The evil, however, 
is that we do not always think 
so, or look at the matter in that 
light." 

"That's true enough, Mr. Ful­
ler. At least, I cannot say that I 

always do. Still I was thinking 
the other day, when cast down a 
little, that I could count my real 
troubles upon my fingers, without 
going over them twice ; but that if 
I attempted to count my mercies 
in the same way a hundred times 
over, I should even then be far off 
the end." 

"That thought, John, may serve 
as a wholesome check to us when 
we have a tendency to indulge in a. 
fretful spirit, or in a murmuring 
mood. Do you know what Dr. 
Guthrie says 1 It was a favourite 
saying of his that ''\Ve write our 
blessings on the water, and our 
afflictions on the rock.' And that 
is just what we are prone to do. 
Mercies come and go in their thou­
sands, and because they are so com­
mon, they are as soon forgotten as 
if they had been written on the 
tidal wave ; but a few afflictions 
remain engraved upon the memory 
like inscriptions in Sinaitic stone. 
If we only tried to do the reverse, 
by cultivating the art of writing­
our afflictions on the water and our 
blessings on the rock, we should all 
be far happier than we are. But 
passing by that, I wanted to ask 
you, Mr. Carter, one question, 'Are 
you striving still to follow in the 
footsteps of your departed friend, 
'Happy .Bob,' in seeking to attain­
an habitual spiritual frame of 
mind?" 

"I am, sir." 
"In what way 1'' 
"In this way, Mr. Fuller. .After 

the talk I had with you, I deter­
mined with the Holy Spirit's grace, 
to strive every day to do seven, 



ESSAYS A.ND PA.l'RRS ON R:&L.IGIOUS SUBJECTS. 95 

things. 1. To examine my heart to 
see that it was in a right state be­
fore God. 2. To read before start­
ing out to work a verse or two of 
God's Holy Word, on which to 
meditate throughout the day. 3. 
To pray over it, and then in its 
strength to enter upon my labour. 
4. To offer up ejaculatory prayer to 
the Lord from time to time during 
the day, as the Spirit might prompt, 
or as occasion might require. 5. 
To be on the look out for any 
opportunity of spiritual usefulness 
that the Master might graciously 
afford. 6. To do His will as thus 
revealed in all things, whether plea­
sant or unpleasant to flesh and 
blood. And 7. To take a review at 
the close of each day, to see where­
in I have succeeded or failed in my 
endeavour thus for Christ's sake to 
win a good name, and, as a Chris­
tian, to live for some useful pur­
pose.'' 

"And how long have you tried 
to carry out these good rules?'' 

'' About six months, sir." 
"And, of course, you have 

always succeeded r' 
"Nay, nay, sir, I cannot say 

that; on the contrary, there is not 
a day I live, but at the close of it I 
regret to feel how far I am from 
reaching the mark I aim at, and 
how short in everything I come. 
Still, I feel it to be my duty, as 
Paul says, to 'press towards the 
mark;' so praying to the Lord Jesus 
to wash away all my imperfections 
in His precious blood, I start again 
a~d struggle on, and the Lord often 
gives me victories, even though I do 
have defeats. But I will tell you, 
Mr. Fuller, what helps me as much 
as anything." 

"What is it, my friend 1'' 
" Itis my fourth rule-11jaculatory 

pi-ayer. Do you know what Row­
land Hill used to say about it?" 

"I cannot exactly remember." 

" Well, as I was reading his life 
the other night I came across it, 
and it made me laugh right out, I 
thought it so true. He says, ' I 
like ejaculatory prayer ; it reaches 
heaven before the devil can get a 
shot at it.' And I like it for the 
same reason. When I've tried at 
times to offer long prayers, Satan has 
fired his shots of evil thoughts and 
temptations and lies at me, till I 
have thought it was no use of me 
attemptin' to pray ac,ain ; but an 
ejaculatory prayer speeds fast as 
lightnin' to heaven and before the 
Evil One can fling a fiery dart at it 
it's lodged there safely enough. And 
what do you think my favourite 
prayer of this sort is 1 It consists 
of three little words, and three only. 
It is ' Lord, help me.' I firmly be­
lieve I sometimes offer up that 
short prayer fifty times in a day, 
and the Lord often answers it there 
and then wonderfully. Shall I give 
you a case or two, sir ?" 

"Yes; please do." 
" Then I will tell you three things 

that happened in one day, and that 
was only last Thursday. ·when on 
duty in the morning a train was 
passiug through the station at a 
good speed when the people on the 
platform set up an alarmin' shout. 
Looking to see what was the matter, 
I perceived a little child, about 
four years of age, that had strayed 
into the middle of one of the lines 
while its mother was busy gettin' 
her ticket, and there it was walkin' 
with its back to the engine, which 
was not a thousand yards off. The 
engine driver saw the child, blew 
his whistle loudly, and tried to 
slacken speed, but it was of no 
use. Ten times quicker than I can 
tell you the story, I cried, ' Lord, 
help me!' and before the little thino­
was aware of its danger I leapeJ 
right over one s~t ?f rails to where 
it was, caught 1t lll my arms, and 
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_iumped aside, feeling, as I did so, as 
jf the engini:, had gmzed my shoul­
der as the train thundered by. It 
was a narrow escape and when it 
was over, I thought there had just 
been 'a step between me and 
death.' The Lord, however, 
answered my prayer, and enabled 
me to make that spring, and save 
the poor little darling from destru,c­
tion. The people gave a lusty 
cheer when they saw we were both 
safe, and as to the mother she 
hugged the child in her arms as if 
she was half frantic. She was just 
comin' out of the bookin'-office 
when she heard the people shout, 
and so she saw the whole affair. In 
her gratitude she wanted me to 
take a small sum of monev, but as 
I perceived she was poor, f told her 
I would have nothing; so she went 
off saying she hoped the Lo:rd would 
reward me for running such a 
risk. 

"The second occasion that day on 
which the Lord specially helped me 
was of another kind. About a 
dozen of us were in the porters' 
room ta.kin' a bit of dinner, when 
one of the young clerks, who had 
been at an infidel meetin' the night 
before, began to tell us what the 
infidel lecturer said, and he tried in 
tellin' it to make all sorts of fun of 
some statements in God's Word. I 
stood it as long as I could, and then 
silently lifting up · my heart in 
prayer to God, saying, 'Lord, help 
me!' I spoke out. I said: 'Look 
here, my fri~nd, you know me, and 
I profess to be a Christian. N.iw 
I believe the Bible to be God's 
\Vord, aoo, therefore, true. And 
why do I believe it 1 Simply be­
call!!e- 1'11e tried it. I was once a 
wild, wayward youth, likely to _go 
wrong and bring myself to rurn. 
But one day· I was induced to enter 
a place of worship, when the minis­
ter took this text, 'My son, if 

sinners entice thee, consent thou 
not.' That word came home to me 
and led me to shake off bad com­
pany, and go regularly to the house 
of God. .And now what followed 1 
I read the Bible, and the more I 
read it the more I learned to love 
it. I saw that it taught me to hate 
sin, to love holiness, and to walk 
uprightly, It pointed out the path 
of danger, and led me into the patb. 
of safety. It brought me to Christ 
and enabled me to lay hold of 
eternal life. To reading it and in 
some humble measure strivin' to 
carry it ou-:;, I owe more joys and 
pleasures than tongue can tell ; and 
if some folks, instead of livin' fast 
lives and spendin' their money iu 
smokin' cigars, and goin' to the 
theatre and dancin' saloon, and 
breakin' up their constitutions early 
in life with drinkin', and tryin' to 
back themselves up in it by goin' 
to infidel lectures, would only turn 
over a new leaf and follow the 
teachings of the good old Book 
which they try to make game of 
they would be a hundred times 
happier, and be far more likely to 
come to a good end.' That's about 
as far as I got, but it shut the young 
chap up. He tried to laugh it off, 
but the cap fitted tightly, and he 
sneaked out as soon be could. But 
the best part of the story is to come. 
In the after part of the day another 
young derk who was present came 
to me, and he said, 'John, you hit 
Solomon N=dle hard, but it was 
jast what he deserved. He per­
suaded me to go with him to this 
infidel lecture last night, and such 
stuff you never heard : little as I 
know of the Bible, it eeemed to me 
as if the man was caricaturing and 
wilfully perverting every statement 
in it that he quoted. I said nothing 
to Solomon, but thou"'ht the more ; 
and when you spoke ~u:t as you did 
I felt you were right, and so if 
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you'll take me I'll go with you to 
your chapel next Sunday night, and 
if I like it, I'll come regular.' You 
cannot tell, Mr. Fuller, what joy 
that gave me. That text rung in 
my ears, 'Ye a.re M.11 witnesses, saith 
the Lord,' and I thought, this comes 
through acting up to character. So 
the lad came, and he's goin' to pay 
for a sittin' for himself. Did you 
see him sir 1'' 

"I dld; ~nd wondered who he 
was.'' 

"Now then for the third story. 
When I got home at night I was 
told that a man in the next street, 
a swearin', drunken fellow, who has 
nearly woTked himself up with his 
drinkin' ha.bits, had broke a blood­
vessel, and wasn't likely to Jive, but 
when asked if he .would see a 
minister, he said he'd done without 
parsons all his life, and he thought 
he could do without 'em to the end. 
But I thought it a shame to let him 
die without hearing a word about 
the Saviour, and I said I'd venture 
to go in and see him. They said 
he'd only curse and swear if I did, 
and it was of no use talking to such 
a rebel, I replied, 'Well, that's 
more than you can tell ; God can 
reach his heart as well as anybody 
else's, while Christ is able to save 
to the uttermost; anyhow I'll try.' 
So I went in, and what do you 
think was the first thing he said ! 
'John,' said he, 'is that you? I'm 
glad you're come in ; for strange to 
say I was only thinkin' about you 
a few minutes ago ; I want you to 
talk a bit to me. They wanted me 
to have a parson, but I want llO 

parsons; I want somebody to talk 
to me as I knows and can trust ; 
and if you can tell me a bit of 
something as will be likely to do 
me good, I'll hear you, only you 
musn't expect me to talk, as I'm so 
weak.' Well I could hardly believe 
my own ears, and my heart leaped 

for joy to thiak he'd come round so. 
So simply crying under my breath, 
'Lord, help me !' I began talking 
qaietly to him about my own ex­
perience and the love of Christ till 
the poor fellow fairly broke down. 
and l:te sobbed liked a child. Then 
I offered a short prayer with him, 
and he said., 'John, you'll come 
again, won't you I' I said, 'I will, 
Joe;' and we bade one another 
good night. But it was the first 
and last interview we had. Next 
morning before it was light the 
blood-vessel burst again, and in a few 
minutes he was dead. How I felt 
when I heard the news I can hardly 
tell you, but if ever I was thankful 
that the Lord had inclined me to 
visit a desperate case it was that 
one. ·Then that text followed me 
up for days after, 'Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might; for there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom 
iu the graYe whither thou goest.' " 

(To be continued.) 

CALLING THE LAMBS. 

BY WALTER J. MATIIAJIIS, 

,; Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life."-Rcv. 
ii, 10. 

THESE beautiful words have come 
down from heaven to you and me, 
and every man, woman and child in 
the world. They are the words of 
God, and, like all His words, they 
should be received by us with a 
sincere desire to do the things 
which they require. Though uttered 
over a thousand years ago, they 
are important and binding, as if it 
wtire only yesterday. God's words 
never grow old. When He told 
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the children of Israel to do good 
and flee from evil, He meant their 
successors to receive the command­
ment as well. He speaks once for all; 
and we must listen and obey as 
though we heard the tones of His 
voice giving out the law to us. To 
show you more clearly what I 
mean, I will illustrate it in this 
way-You all know that Jesus 
said, '' Suffer little children to come 
unto Me." Now, did He mean that 
only the little boys and girls from 
Salem should come, or did He 
mean all the lads and lasses every­
where 1 What is your answer 1 
"Ee wanted all young folk to 
come from every place and in every 
age, until the last trumpet sounds.'' 
'l'hat is right. lt is one of the 
most blessed truths of the Bible 
that every child may come and 
trust in Jesus, and look up into the 
face of God and say" Our Father." 
It is just the same in regard to His 
commandments and promises, they 
are for all of us to obey and enjoy 
them. So that the words of our 
text are God's own special words 
to all who are in this room. He 
comes to me as I stand here talk­
ing to you, and whispers, "Be thou 
faithful." He speaks to your super­
intendent and says," Be THOU faith­
ful." So to al1 your teachers. 
Then He looks into the eyes of 
each ~oy and girl, and sees right 
down mto the h~art; and, k1:1.0wing 
what boys and girls can do 111 life 
He says, with meek and aentl; 
voice, to each one separately"'" Be 
thou faithful unto death, and'I will 
give thee a crown of life." 

Now what does being faitliful 
mean? 

It means tbat we should do our 
duty. And if you want to know 
what doing our duty means, it is 
simply this, that we do those things 
which we ought to do. First of 
all, then, we owe Him our very best 

love and service ; and must never 
give Him less than the best. We love 
a great. many things ; but we must 
love the Giver far more than the 
gifts. We love the beautiful things 
in nature-the stars with their 
silver light, the flowers of the field, 
the daisies, the violets, the butter­
cups, an<l all the sweet things 
which grow in our gardens; also 
the birds and the brooks, which 
sing their music to us in order to 
make us happy. These things, 
precious though they be, should 
lead us to love God for His kind­
ness in sending them to us. Again, 
we love to be easy and comfortable, 
and to have all things going 
smoothlv; but we must uot love 
these things more than Our 
Heavenly Father and His holy 
commandments. Sometimes men 
are called upon to suffer great pain 
and anguish in. doing their duty. 
Jesus, our Elder Brother, who did 
His duty better than any of us can 
do ours, passed through a life of 
terrible tribulation. He could have 
had ease and comfort if He had 
chosen. But no ! His perfect love 
to God, and obedience to His will, 
led Him to endure patiently all the 
troubles which men threw upon 
!Jim. It is better to die doing our 
duty than to live with all the 
luxuries of earth around us in dis­
obedience to the Divine will. Our 
duty is a most sacred thing. We 
cannot set it aside because it is 
irksome ; we cannot neglect it 
because it sometimes brings pain ; 
when death comes we can lay it 
down, and not before. Let me tell 
you a story. 

Polycarp was bishop of the 
church at Smyrna. He had held 
that position for many years, and 
all his time and energy and talents 
had been given to further the 
cause of Christianity in that lovely 
city by the sea. Just as he 
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was nearing the close of his 
useful life a cruel persecution 
broke out against himself and 
his people. Jews and heathens 
bound themselves to the work of 
sweeping the harmless Christians 
off the face of the earth; and, as 
Polycarp was the greatest among 
these despised people, it was deter­
mined to take him fir11t and put 
him to death. His friends warned 
him, and he fled to an adjoining 
village, where he spent his time in 
€arnest prayer for the welfare of 
his church. Not many days had 
passed, when the rough soldiers 
broke into the house where he was 
hiding, and took liim back to 
Smyrna. There he was brought 
before the judges, and told to make 
his defence. He did not wish to 
<lo so, saying he was a Christian, 
and intended to remain one unto 
the end. The chief judge, noticing 
the bent form of the old man, said, 
in tones of compassion, "Polycarp, 
have pity on thy gray hairs. 
-Cur,e Christ, aud thou shalt live.'' 
What. does the old man say 1 Does 
he think that his life is worth more 
than his duty to God 1 Listen, he 
is going to speak. "Eighty and 
six years have I served my Lord, 
and He has done me nothing but 
good, and can I curse Him now 1'' 
So, with these words, he sea.led his 
<loom. In his estimation, it was 
an easier thing to die than to deny 
his love to Christ. They took him 
io the market place, bound him to 
a stake, and lit the faggots which 
were heaped around. Thus, in a 
chariot of fire, he went home to 
God ; and, looking upon the 
blackened stake and scattered ashes 
upon the ground, we seem to read 
the holy history of his life. 
" Faithful unto death." May God 
make us all like him, and may we 
do our duty faithfully, no matter 
how much it may cost us. 

I have said that we owe our 
best love to God. That, of course, 
is our highest duty ; but there are 
other separate duties which we 
must not forget. We must be 
pure, honest, kind, gentle, anrl 
upright in every word, and thought, 
and deed. Keep your mind free 
from evil thinking, and never do 
anything which you would not like 
the angels of heaven to see. Re­
member what the Saviour said in 
His sermon on the mount, " J3lesse,1 
are the pure in heart, for they sha1l 
see God." Rather give up all JOQ 

possess than the innocence of a 
clear conscience. Stand by your­
duty, and God will stand by you. 
He will never leave you nor for­
sake you. No matter how great 
your enemies may be, He will fight 
for you, and bring you out safely 
in the end. Look at Joseph, what 
a heavy calamity befell him because 
he chose to be pure in heart. Shut 
up in a prison many weary mouths, 
never seeing a familiar face, not 
feeling the touch of a friendly 
hand ; this, indeed, was a vas~ 
misfortune. Had God left him I 
No, certainly not. He was ever· 
with him in the damp dungeon, 
cheering his anxious heart with 
bright promises for the future. At 
last the day came when the prison 
doors swung back, and J·oseph 
came forth, and went up the steps 
of the throne and sat down by the 
king. Truly, God had rewardEd 
him for his faithfulness. 

Again. We look into a roaring 
furnace seven times heated, and 
see amongst the leaping flames the 
upright forms of three young men. 
Who are they 1 And why are they 
here 1 They are the servants of 
God, Shadrach, M eshach, and 
Abednego. They are here because 
they will not be false to their 
Heavenly Father. Surely death 
will come to them in the .fierce heat 
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which even kills those who are 
upon the outside ? But life and 
de:i.th are both in the hands of 
God ; let us see what He will 1fo. 
Lo, there is One standing with 
them like nnto the Son of God. 
And they are therefore safe, for no 
harm can come to any one whom 
the Saviour defends. They have 
now come out of the fire. Let us 
touch them. There is not a scar 
upon them, nor a single hair 
singed. The path of duty led them 
through the furnace; but no l11sting 
disaster could come to them there, 
for it is a path in which God Him­
self walks and protects all who are 
with Him. 

Listen ! ·what a horrible roar­
ing there seems to be under our 
feet. What can it he 1 Let us 
look down this opening. Ah ! 
there are lions walking to-and-fro. 
In their midst sits a man perfrctly 
Clllm. Why do they not rend him 
in pieces i If we had been here 
earlier we siho11,ld have heard an 
angel commanding the wild beasts 
not t-o touch him. And if we go 
to the palace to-morrow we shall 
see him with the king. Why is.he 
here 1 Because he could not do 
his duty without being here. Why 
does he escape ? .l:lecause God 
honours those who honour Him. 

Now, boys and girls, don't be 
false to your duty to God. Do 
that well, and you shall find He 
will never forget you. 

I cannot close my address with­
out exhorting you to be faithful in 
your duties to one another. Love 
each other with the truest and 
noblest affection. Don't be traitors, 
letrayers, sneaks, teH-tales, back­
biters, and slanderers. There is 
something better for you to do 
than this. Be kind to one 
another. There is no greater 
power on earth than the power of 
kindness. God has given you the 

ability to say and do kind things. 
use it well. For I am sure if we 
are kind to others God will be kind 
to us. If all who are he-e to-day 
prove perfectly faithful in all good 
things to one another, :fifty years 
hence the world will be far better 
than it is now. Let us learn to be 
true, and to acqgire that friend­
ship which never ends till death. 
A Russian nobleman was coming 
through a gloomy forest late at 
night ; his horses were tired, and 
behind him followed a hungry pack 
of howling wolves. Nearer and 
nearer came the wolves, until it 
was certain that some one must 
die. The first horse was lo00ed 
and sent amo1Jgst the fierce brutes, 
and then another, till there was but 
one left. To loOlle that one was to 
cut off all hope of escape. What 
could they do ? Suddenly the ser­
vant sprang 11p in the carriage and 
said, "Master, you have been a 
good friend to me, now let me die 
for you," and with that he threw 
himself down -On the gl'ound, and 
was torn to pie<l€s. He was 
"Jaithfal unto death." That is the 
kind of firiendship which we 
should have for one another, and 
nothing less. 

Lttstly, if we do onr duty to God 
and to one another faithfully, we 
may look forward to death with­
out fear. God has promised that 
the end shall be well. 

Oh, how happy death must be 
when we can look back upon a life 
spent in obeying God's command­
ments. No useless regret, no un­
avail~ng tears, but quiet, peaceful 
h~ppmes~. Pa,ul, though ending 
his days m prison, could say with 
intense joy, "I am now ready to 
be offered, aud the time of my de­
parture is at hand. I have fought 
a good fight, I have :finished my 
course, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me 
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a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteou3 Judge, 
shall give me at that day; and not 
to me only, bnt unto aU them that 
iove His appearing." That is-a 
crown for you and me, and for all 
who are faithful unto death. May 
the Lord help us to be so ; and 
may we be able· to say with perf~ct 
truth the words which Lord 
Xelson uttered when he lay dying 
on boa.rd the Vict01·_r;, '' Tlia;nk 
God. Than!" God, I have done my 
ditty." 

Preston. 

:MARY :MAGDALENE MIS­
UNDERSTOOD. 

BY THE LATE REV. JOHN COX. 

FOR many years, perhaps for many 
ages, this honoured wrJman has 
been confounded with that trophy 
-0f marvellous grace mentioned in 
Luke vii. as "the woman who was a 
sinner." She has therefore been 
considered as a representative of 
those who, from many degraded 
females, are brought to repentance. 

These conclusiorus are wrong. The 
two women mentioned in Luke vii. 
and JG>hn xx. are clearly se,:m as 
not the same persons. Of thnt 
pardoned one whose history is so 
touchingly told by Luke, we know 
nothing respecting her name, place 
of abode, or after history. Not so 
as regards Mary Magdalene. She 
most probably was among those 
whom Jesus cured, referred to in 
Luke- vi. 17, 18. In Luke viii. 1-3, 
We are expressly to}d that she had 
been "posl!!essed of seven devils;" 
but this sad fact does not imply in 
her case (any more than anyothers) 
that she was a deba,sed character in 
the sight of the world·. The reason 
why she was called "Mary Magda­
lene" most probably was because 

she came from a place called }fag­
<lala. Tfie way, therefore, in whid1 
this term has been used as regards 
reclaimed persons a,nd benevolent 
institutions is founded on a.mistake. 
She loved much and served well, 
no doubt feeling she had hadi much 
forgiven ; and when her heart 
became the throne of Jesu.s, instead 
of a den of seven devils, she, realising 
the wondrous difference, was no· 
doubt full of gratitude. She 
ministered to the Lord of her sub­
stance in life ; she stood by Him in 
death, assisted at his burial ; and to 
her w,J10 loved so much, whose love 
stood firm and strong when hope 
had almost died, the Lord re­
vealed Himself first after He was 
risen from the dead. Jesus will 
honour true love, and reward de­
voted service. 

Let us not be contented merely 
with not misunderstanding this 
friend of Jesus, but let us seek to 
imitate her,,and to share heF bless­
ings. 

Mary of Bethany has been by 
some mixed up with the two females 
just mentioned, but a little atten­
tion to the sacred narrative will 
show thatMagdala was not Bethany, 
nor the Simon of Luke vii. Simon 
the leper, neither time- nor place 
harmonising. So neither was the 
sister of Martha?and Lazarus tile 
same with the happy mourner or 
the honoured minister. Let the 
three be· separately contemplattid in 
the sphere where the Gospel narra­
tive placefl each, and most wondrous 
les1mns may be gathered from all. 
By misunderstandiug we obscure. 
In these and other instances painters 
and poetti have led many astray. 
Desiring to group for the sake of 
effect, they have failed to see the 
simolicity of trath. 

We would refer to another par.t 
of J\Iary Magdalene's history, where 
we also think there has been a mis-
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understanding, yea, a misrepresent­
ing of her, and of the Lord's words 
addressed to her. I refer to the 
Saviour's interview with her in the 
garden on His resurrection morn­
ing. ·when He had pronounced 
her name as He only could do it, 
and had thrilled her soul through 
and through with boundless de­
light; and when her full heart-too 
full to say much-had responded in 
one word, "Rabboni," "My great 
~laster," He said," Touch Me not," 
&c. On these words Dr. Hanna 
observes: "Touch Me not," He 
said to her whose love to Him had 
too much in it of the earthly, the 
hnman; too little in it of the 
Divine. "Reach hither thy hand," 
He said to Thomas. The invitation 
might be safely given to him who 
is ready to own the divinity of his 
Lord. Is this a true statement 
concerning Thomas? vY as he ready 
to do thus ? Did he feel thus before 
his Lord had appeared, and so 
speaks as to surprise him in it? Is 
it correct that .l\:[ary was so much 
behind Thomas in the spirituality of 
her love? No doubt there is 
ground for the charge as regards 
the former-yea, for all the friends 
of Jesus, except perhaps Mary of 
Bethany. Still we think some other 
reason can be found for Jesus say­
ing to Mary, "Touch Mc not." 

There docs not seem to have been 
any reason of state, so to speak 
that is, anything in the new resur~ 
rection condition of Jesus that 
forbade His being touched, for we 
read that a few minutes afterwards 
the other women came and held 
Him by the feet and worshipped 
Him. " '\Ve are sure that these were 
not greater favourites than Mary, 
or more fit in every way to touch 
the Saviour, seeing that she had the 
high honour of beholding Him first 

as the risen one, and of hearing the 
soothing and triumphant tones of 
His voice. 1Vhy, then, this pro­
hibition in her case, 'Touch Me 
not?' ,,re are not quite so sure 
that she did not touch Him after 
all. 1Ve are not told, indeed, that 
she did; or even that she fell at His 
feet ; but considering what the 
others did, Matt. xxviii. 9, and 
what many had done who came to 
Him to be taught, cured, or blessed, 
it is probable that she either did 
throw herself at His feet, or was 
about to do so, and that then the 
Lord said, 'Touch Me not,' for I am 
not yet ascended to My Father, but 
go to My disciples and say unb 
_them, I ascend to My Father and 
your Father, to My God and your 
God." As if He had said, Do not 
stay now to embrace and honour 
Me ; I well know your pure and 
sincere affection for Me. 1Ve shall 
meet again soon. Go now and 
carry the good news of My resur­
rection to My disciples, and tell 
them from My lips whither I am 
going, and that '.' My Father is 
their Father, and My God their 
God." So far then from its being 
any slight put upon Mary, or any 
denial of nearness which others were 
permitted to enjoy, hers was a special 
honour, not only first to see Jesus 
and hear His voice, but also first to 
publish the good tidings of resur­
rection, and to tell of the relation­
ship which it procures and will 
perpetuate. Most honoured wo­
man, what a crown is put upon thy 
loving head! Gracious Saviour! 
what tenderness towards thy weak 
and scattered ones do Thy words. 
discover ! How did Thy heart 
yearn to make them partakers of 
Thy joy ! And thus it is still. 
May we be as willing to receive ai,. 
Thou art to communicate ! 
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OR, 

A GLIMPSE OF CHRIST FOR EACH Sl;"}i"DAY IX THE YEAR. 

CHRIST ALPHA AND OMEGA. 

FOR .APRIL 6TII, 

"I am Alpha and Omega."-Rev. 
xxii. 13. 

C.EIRIST is the beginni11g and the 
end of the creation of God ; all 
things are of Him and through Him 
and to Him, to Whom be glory for 
ever and ever. He was set up from 
everlasting in the covenant and 
purpose of God as the head of His 
body the Church, and God's delight 
was with Him, and the sons of men 
in Him, from the days of old. 
Christ was the efficient cause of all 
things; they had had their beginning 
in Hirn, and were intended to ex­
hibit His perfections and grace, and 
the glory of His Father· in Him; 
and when all the designs of His 
grace are perfected at last, all will 
culminate in the exhibition and 
illustration of the love, wisdom, 
and power of God in Him ; for He 
is the beginning and the conrnm­
mation of all God's gracious de­
signs towards the children of men. 
He is now the Executor of His 
Father's wi~l, seated on His kingly 
throne, havrng the keys of death 
a?d hell. 0 rejoice in this, Chris­
tian, this torn and disjointed world 
is still u11der His control, and the 
interest of His redeemed people, 
and His own glory in them, is not 
left to chance or the mere will and 
caprice of man. Our Lord reigns 
both in the visible and invisible 
world, and He will deliver all His 

redeemed from the guilt and reirru 
of sin and death, and finally will 
unlock the gates of the grave and 
conduct them all into the presence of 
Go~ His Father with exceeding joy. 
He 1s the Lrvr.:m ◊NE ; and because 
He loves His people they shall live 
also. He is first and last, supreme 
over all. 0 do not dare to touch 
the keys which haug from His girdle; 
to Him belong the issues of life and 
death. 0 learn to bow to His­
kingly will in times of darknes3, 
distress, and sorruw; and let Him 
be the Alpha and Omega in thy 
heart, the Lord of thy supreme 
love ; so shall He be to thee the 
Prince of Peace, and His peacfc' 
shall be thy strength and portion 
both now and for ever. 

CHRIST OUR KEEPER. 

FoR APRIL 13TH. 

" Those whom thou gavest me I 
have kept; and none of them is lost 
but the son of perdition, that the Scrip­
ture might be fulfilled.''-John xvii. 12. 

WE have contemplated some of the 
various name~, offices, wordd, and 
perfections of our adorable Re­
deemer, and some few of the varied 
elements of unuUerable blessedness 
which belong to His redee~edpeople 
in Him. Like rays of light, they 
have guided the eye of our faith to 
a sun, the fuluess and brightness of 
which is too much fur mortal eye, 
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and the effulgence of which can 
never be exhausted, but must fill 
the very heaven of heavens with un­
utterable bliss for ever. But what 
if the peaple aud all the blessed­
ness procured and tasted could be 
lost ? Blessed be God this is im­
possible; for He who is the Saviour 
of IIis people is also their keeper, 
Jehovah, Jesus, the Great Shep­
herd King of His people, and who 
has said," Those whom Thou gavest 
me I have kept, and none of them 
is lost." And as when here in the 
midst of weakness and fraiH.y He 
kept all who followed Him, how­
ever small their know ledge and 
feeble their faith, so now that He 
is enthroned in glory, havincr all 
power in heaven and earth, s~ay­
ing the sceptre of univers!tl empire, 
He will preserve all who put their 
trust in Him. Blessed be God, as 
surely as the inheritance is reserved, 
so surely shall the heirs be kept 
througb.·faith unto salvation. Re­
joicethen, believer, that thy Saviour 
makes thy cause His own, and will 
preserve thee ; that He who is thy 
Redeemer is thy Shepherd King, 
and will never fail in His faithful, 
watchful love until His redeemed 
:Ao~k is safely guided to the green 
pastures above, to feed and lie down 
-by the deep flowing waters of God's 
love for ever aad ever. 

CHRTST A KING. 

" Behold a. king; shll reign in right • 
.iousnesG.:'-Isa. xx:rii. L 

" Tho Lord is our king:; He will 
save us."-Isa. xxxiii. 22. 

How S'Weet- are these words of God 
in relatfun to His Son-" Yet have 

I set my King upon My holy hill of 
Zion." Yes, in spite of all the rage 
of men and devils, Christ conquered 
all His foes, and is now the King of 
His Church and the universe, sway­
ing the sceptre of universal do­
minion in accordance with His own 
words, "As Thou hast given Him 
p0we1 over all flesh that He should 
give eternal life to as many as Thou 
hast given Him. And this our 
Kings hall reign until all his enemies 
are made his footstool. 0 how sus­
taining it is to the faith of the 
Christian, amid the clouds and dark­
ness of time, to see a kingly throne 
in their midst, occupied by the 
King of Wisdom, righteousness, and 
love, who is able and will make all 
things work together for the goo;l of 
those who trust anJ serve Him; 
able by His kinfflY grace within to 
subdue sin, and by his power with­
out to conquer every foe, and to put 
every adverse principle and in­
fluence under tribute to the spiritual 
advantage of his people, · making 
them subserve the highest interest 
of the soul. How encouraging and 
stimulating is the conviction, that 
through the kingly influence of our 
risen and reigning Lord, all nations 
and kingdoms and tong11es shall 
ultimately come and worship at His 
feet ; that all His redeemed shall 
become kings and p1·iests unto. God, 
and finally be gathered unto His 
presence to share His glory and 
reign with him for ever. May we 
learn increasingly to revere and 
obey His laws, to bow to His sceptre, 
that we may know more of His­
blessedness in the enjoyment of His 
reigning gnce. 
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CHRIST A SAVIOUR. 

FOR APRIL 27TH. 

•' He shall send them a -Sayiour, and 
a great one."-Isa. xix. 20. 

" To the onlv wise God and onr 
::;i,viour be glori"-Jnde25. 

"But grow in grace and in the know­
lodge of our Sayiour."-2 Peter iii. 18. 

Tms is an all inclusive title, and 
embraces all that Christ is and has 
done, and will do for His people 
through time .and eternity. Time 
unfolds a little of its sublime mean­
ing, but eternity itself will never 
fully exhaust it. This title implies 
that we were lost, and that Christ 
only can save us, and it was to ac­
complished this that He assumed 
our nature, and suffered, bled, and 
died; and for this purpose He 
now lives an ever living, present, 

wise, alld Omnipotent Saviour, 
fully equal to all the love of His own 
heart and all the purposes of His 
own Father's grace. He saves His 
people freely by His grace, to the 
praise of His grace. He is the life 
in which they live, the light iL• 
which they see, the righteousness:in 
which they are justified, the holi­
ness in which they shine, the love 
in which they obey, the peace in 
which they dwell, the wisdom by 
which they walk, the strength by 
which they work, the food by which 
they subsist, their present joy and 
future heaven. 0 see to it, dear 
reader, that He is all this to thee, 
and seek to live by Him as a com­
plete Saviour from day to day, not 
from some things only, but from all 
that would mar thy peace, stain thy 
holiness, and dishonour God ; re­
memb•,ring that by His grace He is 
mighty to save not only fo,m the 
guilt but from the reign of sin. 

liouse and Home : a Journal Jui· all ' 
Classes. Sanitary House Cons/mc­
tion, Oi,ercrowdiug, Improved Dtcel­
linys, Hygume, Buildi~!J Societies, 
Dietetics, Domestic Economics. Office 
of llouse and Home, 335, Strand. 

Tlte Baptist Hymnal. A Collectio:i qf 
Hymns and Spiritual Su11ys. E. l\Iarl­
borough and Co., Old Bailey. 

A VERY beautiful and comprehensln, 
hymn-book. We congratulate our 
General Baptist churches on their hav-\ruu a likeness of George Peabody. 

This description of objects given in 
the title-page embraces a field of sub­
jects second to none in their mao-nitude 
and their important hearinn- ';,n the 
welll>eing of society. We liave read 
this first part with much interest and 
believe it will be useful whercve; it is 
read. 

i ing a book so worthy of them. The 
arrangement of indexes and subjects i& 
all that can be desired; tho type good ; 
and amongst the hymns selected, while 
we meet with joy many of the old gems, 
we are also much refreshed by man? 
of a newer and more recent date. 
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Speak to the Earth : a Treati,se fi-om a 
Text. By E. J, FosT1,m. "\Villiam 
Poole, 12A, Paternoster-row. 

TnE object of the writor is to exalt the 
teachings of the Bible, and to show 
that we must repair to it for counsel 
and information on all truths of a 
purely spiritual character. Vie would, 
however, remind the writer that there 
aro voices in nature which have served 
some of the converts in leading them 
to distinct views of God and immor­
tality. \Yhat is the universal yearning 
of man after another life but nature's 
testimony to the immortality of the 
soul?; 

O,,e Pleading for ilfany. By STENT0N 
EARDLEY, B.A. Second thousand. 
S. W. Partridge and Co., Paternoster­
row. 

A VERY excellent temperance tract, 
written by a very earnest and fervid 
writer. 

The Rritish Flag: the onf:¥ Soldiers' 
~Vewspaper. W. A. Diake, 'l'rafalgar­
square. 

71m 01,a, t and Compass. Sailors' Maga­
zine. Partridge and Co. 

CIRCULATE them widely among onr 
soldiers and sailors, 

o:-n HAXDS _\XD HEARTS GROW 
WEARY, 

OuR hands and hearts grow weary, 
Our brightest hopes grow dim, 

Whene'er wo leave the Sa'l"ionr, 
Or cease to gaze on Him. 

But walking close beside Him, 
Our hearts within us burn, 

And many a wondrous lesson 
From His sweet lips we learn, 

WE have received Evangelical Christen-
, dom, Thing, New and Old, The TYarning 

Voice, and the numbers for ll'forch of 
the Baptist 111aga.~ine, the Sn:o,·d and 
Trowel, and tho General Baptist Jlaga­
ziue. Each is a good averngo number. 
We also have several vigorous leading 
articles on denominational and political 
topics in the Freeman and Baptist 
newspapers. We wish them all in­
creasod prosperity. 

OFFER TO SmmAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS. 

During several yearH past a gentle­
man has offered to bear the loss of 
supplying a limited number of Sunday­
school teachers with the annual volume 
of the Sunday School Teachers' Store-
1,ouse and Trea,.ury at a very reduced 
price. The same offer has been re­
newed this year, and thoso teachers 
who wish to avail themselves of the 
advantage thua put before them should 
apply early to F. B., care of Mr. Elliot 
Stock, 62, Paternoster-row, who will 
send them a copy of this useful volume 

, on receipt of ls. Gd. in stamps. 

Though cares and toils await ns, 
And bitter tear-drops fall, 

His presence casts a brightn ,.~s 
And glory over all. 

And He is really nearer 
Than we full often know; 

Ho will not, cannot leave us, 
Because He loves us so. 

And in the dark cloud o'er us 
We see a golden rift, 

When, in our utter weakness, 
Our hearts to Him wo lift. 
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We know His voice n.nd hen.r it, 
No joy can equal this; 

To be for ever near Him 
Must be the sum of bliss, 

All wen.riness and weakness 
Will very shortly end ; 

Arnl He who reigns in glory 
Is evermore our Friend. 

,Vol'a Scotia. J. CLARK, 

~ttwmimtfinmtl !nttlligtntt. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV. C. PHILP, of Highbridge, has 
accepte<l a call to the pastorate of the 
church at Forton, Gosport. 

Rev. S. Skingle has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Staley bridge, 
und is forming a church at l\Iossley, 
near Manchester. 

Rev. R. B. Mackie has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Bildoston, 
Suffolk. 

Rev. E. :Maclean, pastor of the church 
at Orangefiold, Greenock, has received 
a call from the church at Stockwell. 

l\fr. Henry Knee, of the Pastors' 
College, has received a cordial invita­
tion to tho pastorate of the church at 
Peckham-park-road. 

Rev. J. Wilkinson has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Ventnor, 
Isle of Wight. 

Rev. R. Blake, after thirty-seven 
years' ministry at Brockenhnrst, Rants, 
has resigned his pastorate through in­
creasing infirmities. 

Rev. W. Smith has resigned the pas­
torate of the church at Malton, and 
accepted a call to that at Culling worth, 
Yorkshire. 

Rev, W. J. Styles, after a seven 
years' pastorate at Providence Chapel, 
Islington, has removed to Keppel-street 
Chapel, Russell-square, in response to 
a unanimous call. 

M:r. John Middleton (late of Watchet 
and Williton), having received a very 
hearty invitation from the church at 

Great Torrington, Korth Deyon, has 
accepted it. 

Rev. W. Reynolds has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Burnley. 
and accepted a call to that of Canford­
strcot, Coventry. 

Rev, W. Thomas has resigned the 
pastorate of the united churches at 
Hose and Clawson, 

Rev. Fredk. Timmis, who has been 
pastor of the church at Rugby for be­
tween eight and nino years, has re­
signed the pastorate. 

Rev. A. F. Brown, of Fenny Strat­
ford, has accepted the unanimous invi­
tation of the church at Park Chapel, 
to become co-pastor with the Rev. \V. 
A. Blake, editor of the Baptist Mes­
senger. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

AT a meeting held on Thursday even­
ing, the 27th February, the newly­
appointed minister of Park-road Chapel, 
Esher, Surrey, Rev. Albert Smith, late 
of Monkwearmonth, was formally re­
cognised as pastor of the church. The 
chair was taken by J. Gowdy, Esq., 
who was supported by several of the 
neighbouring ministers. Rev. l\fr. 
Black and Rev. J. Oracknall (formorly 
of Sunderland) testified as to the ability 
and eminently Christian character of 
the newly-chosen pastor. 

Recognition services connected wite 
the settlement of Rev. W. H. Perkins. 
JI.I.A., as pastor of the church at Good: 
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shnw. Lancashire, have been held. At 
the public meeting it was stated that 
the church had originated in a move­
ment commenced about 1744, under 
the direction of tho Rev. John l\ uttall, 
and only five pastors hacl been in charge 
of the church since. Arldresses were 
delivered by Revs. Hugh Stowell 
Brown, C. 1Villiams, R. Littlehales, R. 
:i',Iaden, P. Prout, D . .Jones, and others. 
On Tuesday, the Rev. Dr. Maclaren 
preached to a, large congregation. 

Recognition services in conno~tion 
with the settlement of Mr. R. E: Chet­
tleborough, a~ pastor of James' -grove 
Chapel, Peckham, were held on _l\1on­
<1ay, Fob. 17th. In the unavoidable 
absence of W. Olney, Esq., Rev. G. 
Gracey occupied the chair. Rev. J .. 
Sears opened the proceedings with 
prayer. ]\fr. Thos. Field, on behalf of 
the church, made a statement respect­
ing its affairs and the circumstances 
under which l\ir. Chettleborough was 
invited to the pastorate. Mr. Chettle­
borough having replied to the usual 
questions, Rev. J. T. Briscoe offered 
tho ordination prayer. Rev. G. Graeey 
then delivered the oh.irge to the pas­
tor, and the Rev. W. Broek addre&Sed 
the, church. 

I'ntcresting rooognition services in 
connection with the settlement of the 
R0v. E. Brown as pastor of the church 
at ::mnom, Cumberfand, have been held. 
Addresses were delivered by Revs. 
James Hughes, Todhunter, J. G. An­
derson, and others. 

Rccogni tion services connected with 
the settlement of the Rev. P. J. Rollo 
as pastor of: the ohurch at John Knox­
street; Glasgow, last- week. Rev. 0. 
Flett preached on Sunday morning, 
and Rev. Dr. Culross in the evening. 
On the following Tuesday a soiree was 
held at which the pastor presided. 
Add~esoos of welcome were delivered 
bv Revs. Dr. Fergus Ferguson, J: 
:tliurmy, A. Burnton, and others. 

:\fr. Hutton of Pastors' College, has 
been pnbllcly 'recognised_ at N ai!sworth 
Tabernacle Gloucestershire. Mr. Blom­
field deli ve;cd the charge to the church, 
and l\fr. Beaskin, l>fr. Ewins, Mr. Kid­
ner, and )Ir. Price took part in the 

service, which was lnrgely attenclod 
and interesting throughout. 

Rev. P. G. Saorey was publicly re, 
cognised as pastor of the church, St. 
Panl's-square, Southsea, )larch 4th. 
Dr. Angus preached. Revs. F. Tres­
tmil, J. W. Genders, T. W. :\Iedhnrst, 
J. Eyres, J. Goundry, H. E Arkell, 
and Dr. Kennedy :C.Ioore took part in 
the services. 

PRESENTATIO~S. 

A ~IEE'rING of a most interesting cha­
racter has been held in the schoolroom 
adjoining the chapel at Wedmoro, for 
the purpose of bidding farewell to the 
pastor, Rev. T •. J. Hazzard, and his 
wife, ho having accepterl an invitation 
to tho pastorate of the church at West­
bury Leigh, Wilts. A purse containing 
£8 10s. was presented to Mr; Hazzard 
as a token of affection and regard. 

Rev. G. Phillips, of Carey Chapel, 
l\loulton, has been presented with £1;& 
contributed by members of the clmrch 
and congregation .. 

A social meeting of the church and 
congregation was held at John-street 
Chapel, Bedford-row, on Tuesday, llth 
February, to take farewell of tlIB pas­
tor, Rov. J. Collins. During·the even­
ing addresses were delivered·by several 
of the deacons and members of the 
church, and as a pmcticaL proof of 
kindly feeling and goodwill toward 
)fr. Collins, a purse containing £JO 
was presented to him. 

A social meeting has been helil in 
connection with the church at Falke. 
stone, for the purpose of welcoming 
the pastor, the Rev. W. Sampson, home 
on his return from his recent missionary 
tour to India. Dnring the evening he 
was presented with a handsome gold 
watch and a purse of £10, as a token 
of est_eem. )fr. Sampson gave an in­
tcre;stmg description of his journey, 
statmg that ha had lately traveJled no 
less than 17,000 milM. 

On Tuesday evening, Feb. 18, a.fare­
well meeting was held at Beeston, 
~ otts, on the occasion of the removal 
of Rev. George Barker to Bfaby, 
Loicc9ter. There was a large number 
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-prooent, and after tea a public meeting 
was held, presided o,ver by B. B. Yann, 
Esq., and addressed by Revs. Goadby, 
clioltzha.usen, and T-odd ; also Messrs. 
Wagstaffe, Brown, and Cla.y. .A. pre­
esenmtion was made to Mr. Earker by 
·the .church and congregation of a purse 
•.c-ont&ining £20, and to MrR. Barker of 
,a ee.wing-machine, a;Jso a han&Some 
tablecloth from the Bihle-olass. 

At a meeting held ll,t Grafton.street, 
Northampton, on Febraary 19th, Rev. 
Burdwood J. Holland took leave of the 
congregation worshipping there, and 
was presented by the deacons, in the 
name of the church, with .a sum of 
money .received in subscriptions from 
various friends. At the same time :Mrs. 
Holland was presented by the Sunday­
school teachers with .a useful book, in 
acknowledgment of her services as 
secretary to the children's clothing 
club, an office she has heJ.d fur seven 
years. 

Rev. P. J. Rollo ha.v.ing resi.gMd his 
pastorate at Lynn, and .accepted that 
of the church at J'Dhn Knox-£1treet, 
Glasgow, has, at a fare-well meeting 
held at the former place, been pre­
sented with a gold watch and a purse 
containing twenty sovereigns, also a 
marble timepiece and a silver-plated 
inkstand, as tokens of esteem. 

MISOELLA:NEOUS. 

LONDOX: SHOULDILUI-Sl'REET, 'IV.­
This ancient placo of worship, having 
been transferred to the church under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. W. Car­
penter, has been renovated, and was 
formally reopened on Sunday, Feb. 
23rd, when the Rev. Mr. Styles preached 
in the morning, C. W. Banks in the 
afternoon, and the pastor in the 
evening. The services were continued 
on Tuesday, FBb, 25th, when Rev. Jno. 
Hazleton preached in the afternoon ; 
and, in the evening, Revs. Robert 
Bardens, 0. W. Banks, T. Stringer, and 
others gave addresses at a public meet­
ing presided over by :Mr. Iohn Wild. 

LONDON: LAMBETH.-On February 
17th the annual meeting of the mem-

bers of the ehnrch and seatholders in 
conoocrtion with Upton Chapel, Lam­
beth-road, took place. The pastor 
Rev. W. Wlllinms, presided. Th; 
seornta,ry of the church reported ;an 
increase during the year of sixty .one 
members. From the cash 11tatoment 
of the t,-ewsurer it 1'ppe&red that the 
sum -of £7iro ·had been rnised during 
·the year for lill purpMes, -including 
£170 for the :redecoration of the chapel. 
The superintendent of the Sunday 
school reported a large increase in the 
number of scholars, that the scholars' 
library numbered nearly 400 volumes, 
and that £29 had been raised for mis­
sion purposes. A Young Men's Bible 
Class bad reoently been formed, num­
bering twenty-five members. The 
Tract Bocimy had vi:siterl weekly 1,000 
families in the poorest and most neg­
lected p&rts of the lecality, and had 
joined -with the open-air .mission in 
holding services in the districts aronnd 
the chapel. 

THE reseating and renovation of the 
chapel at Church-street, Paddington, 
under the pasto:rrato of the Rev. Dawson 
Burns, has been resolved upon, at ,i 

cost of about £600, towards which 
about £400 has been already promised. 

REV, R. H. Gu,LES.flE has just com­
pleted his seventh year as .pastor of 
Barking-road Tabernac.le,.PJaistow, E., 
and special s.ervices have been held 
in connection therewith. On Snnda.y, 
February 23rd, three sermons were 
preached-in the morning by the Rev. 
R. J. Cox, in the afternoon by the Rev. 
W. Cuff, in the evening by the.Rev. G. 
S. Cook-at the.close of which the.ordi­
nance of baptism was administered. 
On Tuesday, 25th, a tea and public 
meeting took place. R. Anilrews, Esq., 
presided. The pastor :having given a 
briof outline of his ,seven years' 
labours, an illuminated address and a 
purse were presented to him by the 
senior deacon. Addresses were then 
delivered by the Revs. G. ~- Edgley, 
W. J. Inglis, W. J. Tomkms, G. S. 
Cook, and). Foster. A colleotion ·was 
taken to:war<ls the pastors' fund of 
£9 3s. 
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THE chapel at Lymington having 
been renovated at a co~t of more than 
£700, reopening services were held on 
the 16th Feb., when two sermons wore 
preached by the Rev. G. Rogers, of 
London. On the following day a tea 
and publicmeoting was held, when ad­
dresses were delivered by the Revs. H. 
C. Leonard, M.A. (Bournemouth), W. 
H. Payne (Lyndhurst), T. Evans (Mil­
ford), T. Poole (Congregationalist), and 
J.J. Fitch,pastor, Brockenhurst,Hants. 

THE annual meeting of the church 
and congregation at Luton, under the 
pastorate of the Rev. J. Tuckwell, has 
recently been held. The report stated 
that during the year £100 had been 
spent on internal improvements ; there 
are in the Suuday school 379 scholars 
and 42 teachers; at Abbey Green 
Branch School, 106 scholars and . l 5 
teachers ; at Caddington, 148 and 15 ; 
at New Town, 88 and 14: making a 
total of scholars connected with the 
ehurch, 724, and 86 teachers. Addresses 
were delivered by the pastor, R. Berry, 
W. Wood, J. Walker, and Dr. Green 
(London). 

A TEA and public meeting was held 
on January 21st at the temporary 
Baptist Chapel, Tooting Junction, to 
wish Mr. T. Witney God-speed on his 
entering the Metropolitan Tabernacle 
Pastors' College, when ho was presented 
with a purse containing six sovereigns. 
Mr. Witney began his labours at Toot­
ing eighteen months ago in a small 
room with fourteen hearers. Finding 
the congregation increase to forty, and 
the room too small, last March they had 
to seek a larger room; now they are 
about purchasing a plot of land to erect 
a chapel. God has bles~ed his labours, 
souls have been saved, and Christians 
have been built up. A church is about 
to be formed, as there are several can­
didates for baptism. 

NETHERTO:-..-On Monday, February 
17th, a public tea meeting was held in the 
Ebcnezer Baptist Chapel to celebrate the 
second anniversary of the pastor, Rev. 
W. Millington, when 156 persons sat 
<lown to tea, The public meeting was 

presided over by l\fr. Councillor 
Howatt, of Dudley, when the following 
resolution was moved by H. Crow, 
senior deacon, and seconded by J. 
Reali, junior deacon, and supported by 
the following ministers, Revs. G. 
Cousins (Baptist), E. Farnel (Baptist), 
T. W. 11.foGregor (Presbyterian), W. 
Spurgeon (Independent), W. :Millington, 
pastor-" That this meeting desires to 
record its high appreciation of the faith­
ful, zealous, and un wearied services of 
the Rov, W. :Millington during the 
second year of his pastorate," 

THE spring session of the Baptist 
Union will be opened at Bloomsbury 
Chapel, on Monday, April 28th next; 
and a meeting by adjournment will 
follow the same evening at the Mission 
House, The second session will be 
held on the succeeding Thursday at 
Walworth-road Chapel. The inaugural 
address will be delivered by the Rev. 
George Gould, of Norwich, the new 
president. Bnsiness questions con­
nected principally with the Annuity 
Fund will occupy the evening session. 
The evangolistic work of the Union will 
form the most interesting feature of the 
Thursday's gatherings, and the subject 
will be introduced in a paper to be read 
by the Rev. E. Gange, of Bristol. 

.BAPTISMS. 
A11€rcarn, Mon.-March 9, English Church 

Five, by E. E. Probert. ' 

Aberdare.-Feb. 9, English Chapel, Ten, by 
T. Jones, 

Abmlare.-Feb. 16, Eight, by Dr. Price. 

Aberdan.-March o,at. Carmel(Eng.), Three; 
and March 9, Five, by T. Jones. 

Aberdun.-March Z, Academy-street, One, 
by C. Brown. 

Abertillery.-March 2, at Ebenezer Chapel, 
Two, by Ll. Jones. 

Bacup.-March 2, at Zion Chapel, Five, by 
C. W. Gregory, 
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Bampton, Devon.-Feb. 27, Two1 by E. Scott. 

Barrow-in-Furness.-Feb. 23, Tw·o; and on 
March 1, Two, by J. Hughes. 

Becdes..-Feb. 23, One1 by W. F. Edgerton. 

Birmingham. -Feb. 23, Constitution-hiII, 
Three, by J. Burton, 

Birmingham.--Feb. 19, at Christ Church, 
Tbree, by W. Donald. 

Braintree. -Feb. 20. at Coggeshall- road 
(Jbapel, Five, by J. C. Foster. 

Built!,, Brecomhire.-March 9, Three, by J. 
~!. JoneB. 

Capel-y-.tfin, Ilreconshire.-March 2, One, by 
D. V. Pritchard. 

Cardiff, Mount Stuart-square.-March 2, 
Two, by F. Davies. 

Cardijf.-Feb. 23, at Bethany Chapel, Three, 
'by W • .i,;, Winks. 

Chepsfow.-Feb. 26, Five, by W. L. Mayo. 

Chester.-Feb. 12, at Pepper-street Chapel, 
One, by W. Durban. 

Colefvrd, Glos.-Feb. 24, Eleven, by T. Wil­
liams. 

Cwm, near Ebbw Vale.-March ~. at Bethany 
Chapel, Three, by D. V. Pritchard. 

Derbg.-M•rch 2, Osmaston-road, Eleven, by 
W.H.Tctley. 

Df!iboro', Northamptonshire.-Fcb. 10, Two, 
by C. Joshua. 

Ebenezer, Aberavon.-Feb. 23, Six, by 0. W, 
.Tames. 

Exeter.-·uaTch 2, Bartholomew-street, Six, 
by E. S. !\feale. 

.Falmouth.-Feb. 26, at Emmanuel Chapel, 
Four, by J. Douglas. 

FernJale.-Dec, 8, at the English Church, 
~ine; Jan. -5, T,Yo; Feb. 2, Four, by B. C. 
Eva.ns. 

Forge Side. Blaenavon.-March l O, Three, by 
J. Edwards. 

Grantham.-Feb. 1~, George-street, Five, by 
A. Gibson, 

Grea,t Grim,~·by.-Fe:b. 27, Victoria.-stre,et, 
Four, by E. Lauderdale. 

'Th~;1f'::tflstown, near Pontypool. - Feb. 2Z, 

Grimsby,-Feb. 20, Five, by J. 1.fo,nning. 

Hay.-Feb. 3, Three, by J. Matbius. 

sc!1~~~~' Brndford,-)farch z, Four, bys. w. 

lloneyborougli.-Feb. 23, Two, by J. Johns. 

Httdder.vield.-Ma.rch ::!, at Pole !i-!c-ul', One, 
by J, Evans. 

Hull.-Feb. 271 at George-street Chap-cl, 
Nine, byJ, O'Dell. 

Umw:rtyrl IVel/s.-March 7, Five, liy W. 
Knighton. 

Luton, Bed8.-Feb, 2-0, at V-..,,ellington-streat 
Chapel, Elev-en, by J. H. Blake1 for tha pa.stor, 
D. Morgan. 

Mae.leg, Glamorgan.-Feb. Z3, at Eethel 
Chapel, Two, by T. A. Pryce. 

Mellham, York.,.-March 1, Fi~e, by J. 
Alderson. 

Metropolitan Dlstrict:-

Broml. y. E. - March 9, at the New 
Sc:boo!s, B.runswicJi::.road1 Poplar, Eight, 
by W, T. Lambourne. 

Clapham Common.-Fcb. 23, Six, by R. 
Webb. 

Gunn,r,bu1'y.-Mareh 1~, Six, byW. Frith. 

Metropolitan Tab-e-rnade.-]leb. 27r Twenty; 
March l3't Eleven, by J. A. Spurgeon. 

Woolu,-ith.-Feb. 20, at Queen-Btreet, One, 
by T. Jones. 

Waltham Abb,y.-Feb. 16, Two, !Jy W. 
Ja.ckson. 

Mirfidd.-March 1, Se.en, by A. P. Cushing. 

Jforley.-Feb. -, E"even, by R. Da.vis. 

Moulton.-Feb. 17, at Carey Chapel, Three, 
by George Phillips. 

Newbridge. Mon.-llfarch 9, at the English 
Chapel, Three, by D. Da,is . 

Ne,cport, l\ionmouthshire.-Feb. 24, at Stow, 
hill Chapel, Five, by J. Douglas. 

.1.V"-yland, Pembrokeshire.-Feb. 2;;, Six, by 
J. W. Edwards. 

Pen/re, Rhonddu, Vai!er.-Feb. 16, at the 
English Chapel, One, by M. H. Jones. 

Porisea.-Feb. 23, at Kent-street Chapel, 
Four, by J. W. Genders. 

Pourner, near Ringwood.-:!!Iarch 2, One, l;y 
G. Diffey. 

I'rr-steiqn Ra.dnorshire.-.J an. 2fi, Two; J u]y 
23, Three; ~larch 2, Two, by S. \Va.tkim-r. 

Risca, J\Ion.-Jan.19, at the English Cha.pelt 
One; Feb. rn, Four, by T. Thomu.s. 

Rothe,·ham, Yorkshire.-Feb. 23, Four-t by J. 
Harper. 

Salem, near Havcrfordwest,-Feb. 16, Two, 
by D. O. Ed wards. 
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Sardis.-Feb. 2, One, by J. Johns. Tei(Jnmoutli.-Jan. 23, Four, by Mr. Miller. 

Todmorden. - :lfurch I, at Shore Cho,pe!, 
Two, by J. K. Chappelle. 

Sheffoi-d, Beds.-March 2, Four, by T. II. 
Smith. 

Skipton, Yorkshire.-Jlfarch 2, Five, by W. 
Judge. 

Soutllampton.-March 9, at Carlton Chapel, 
Four, by E. Osborne. 

Treorch!f, Rhondda Va.lley.-Feb. 23, Two, 
by D. Davis. 

Wedmvre, Somerset.-Feb. 19, Two, by T. J. 
Hazzard. So!Ilhport.-Fcb. 23, Six, by L. Nuttall. 

Spmmymoor, Durh11.m.-Feb. 23, Three, by 
M. Monis. 

Sulton. St. James, Lincoln.-F&b. 23, Two, by 

Wisbeck,-Feb. 23, Six, by H. B. Robinson. 

rstrad R/1ondda.-l\faroh 9, at the English 
Church, Three, by ~I. H. Jones. 

A. A. S,1ville. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 

PBEBIDENT-0, H, SPURGEON. 

Btattnnent of ~sfrom February 20th, to .Marcl, l9th, 1879. 
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A STRONG CRY.'' 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H, SPURGEON. 

"0 Lord, ... in wrath remomber mcrcy."-HABBA.KUK iii. 2. 

TrrE prophet offers this prayer on behalf of the whole chosen nation. And, 
indeed, it is such an entreaty as may sometimes, not to say oftentimes, 
befit the entire Church of God. Here is a double prayer for revival: 
"0 Lord, revive Thy work in the midst of the years; iu the midst of the 
years make known; in wrath remember mercy." Let this be the prayer 
of every one ofus who fears the Lord, who loves the Church, who yearns 
for the reign of righteousness, the prevalence of peace, and the welfare of 
the world. '' 0 Lord, in wrath remember mercy." 

Now there are certain seasons and special circumstances in which we 
feel such an absence of wonted prosperity and such a perplexing succession 
of adversities that we can but account them to be times of wrath ; and we 
are led to the conviction that the Lord is hiding His face from His.Church. 
The symptoms are such as too surely show themselves. For example, a 
departure from the faith, a prevalence of divers errors, indicates a 
decline of spiritual health and vitality. You do not need to be told, if 
you do but read the daily newspapers, of the vagaries of the present age. 
The inspiration of Scripture is assailed by some whose ecclesiastical 
elevation does not shield them from what our godly forefathers accounted 
the deadliest of heresies. The proclamation of Popish doctrines by a 
nominally Protestant bishop from his Episcopal throne at his appointed 
visitation has too little novelty about it to excite much notice. "\!Ye have 
a National Church. The good it indirectly attempts to do is infinitesimal; 
but it is an infinite curse to this nation. Such is the traffic it carries on in 
the cure of souls that it has become little better than a den of thieves. 
Like a tree, whose branches shelter all manner of speckled birds; like a 
jungle, which is the haunt of every kind of unclean beast; there is no form 
of doctrinal error which does not find cover for its clergy. The patience 
that is prescribed by bishops, and the toleration that is talked about in 
secular courts, provoke contempt. The Established Church of England is 
an upheaving of stumbling-stones, without unity of creed or uniformity of 
custom to give it the slenderest hold on our hearts. It is not more 
unhallowed in its calls upon our subscription than it is unyielding in ·its 
claims upon our support. Th(supercilious priestcraft and the preposterous 
superstition that we encounter on all sides may well make us tremble. 
Surely these are days when the wrath of heaven is thus openly challenged. 
I wonder what our fathers, who sleep now beneath the clods, of one 
generation back would have ·said if a prophet had told that such pro-

• This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and translating is reserved. 
No. 246, NEw SERIES. 
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fessions and such practices would prevail in the course of so few years! 
Or if, two or three generations back, it had been whispered in the ears of 
either Churchman or Diss~nter that Protestantism would come to be thus 
profaned, and the National Church prove to be the propagator of 
Romanism, instead of the bulwark, as they accounted her, against its 
innovations! It would have been scouted as an idle tale, too paradpxical 
to be in the nature of things probable ; nay, we know from the polemical 
:writings of those days that it was deemed utterly impossible. Now, 
Christian, in these days of bitter provocation, utter the prayer: "0 Lord, 
in wrath remember mercy. God grant that lhe truth may still be 
preserved ; that Satan may be restrained from blowing out the light; 
and that the candlestick may not be taken out of its place. High heaven 
forfend us, lest the candle which Latimer and Ridley lit in years gone by 
should now be quench,d in darkness. Raise up, 0 God, some bold 
champion, who shall again lead us on to a victory, as Luther did in 
Germany; as Calvin in France; as Knox in Scotland; and as \VycHlfe 
did this land of light aml liberty. "0 Lord, in the time of wrath remember 
mercy." 

They are days too sorely provocative of wrath, depend upon it, when 
the Christian Church is much dii'ided against itself Unity God love~, 
especially unity of heart in those who are elected to the same callin7, 
enrolled in the same army, and engaged in the same service, being washed 
in the same blood ancl filled with the same Spirit. But, alas! how little 
harmony is fostered. \Vhen will all the Churches unite in 11n honest. 
earnest testimony, denouncing deadly errors, and declaring vital truths'? 
When you see some running this way and others running that, seeking 
the good of a party and the gain of a denomination, instead of striving 
together for the common weal of the whole kingdom of Christ, we may 
well conclude that these days when the cause wanes are days when the 
Divine wrath is kindled ; and the cry may go up with a fervour that cannot 
be counterfeited, "0 Lord, remember mercy!'' Bind together a faithful 
band whose hearts Thou hast touched, who bhall give each other a faithful 
grip of earnest fr:endship, and shall stand shoulder to shoulder in the 
ranks until they discomfit the foe or die in the fray. 

ThoRe are days of wrath, again, when the Church is P,Vidently much 
mixed up with the world, and identifies itself with the world in pulicy 
and practice. Has there ever been a time since the days of the Apostles 
when the much fine gold h:.is become so <lim, or when, with reisard to 
spirituality, the professing Church has become less jealous of its chastity, 
than at this present 1 Religious profession is popular, and some of its 
formalities even are fashionable, Such a persecution as party feelin" is 
wont to excite might, perhaps, no"adays fali with equal weight upon the 
despisers as upon the disciples of Christ. No doubt there are some who 
make a gain of godlinees, that is to say of so-called godliness. Their 
religion serves as a cloak for their hypocrisy. In days of yore the 
Christian was palpably distinguished from the world. He was a non­
conformist as to doctrine, and ~s to demeanour, and (Ven as to dress. 
Inward convictions and incidental characteristics alike demonstrated that 
he was an alien to the commonwealth of society, and denoted that he was 
a citizen of another cit.y. Jn finite pity that it is not so now. The 
slightest degeneracy canuot fail to excite indignation. Alas ! these iire 
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days of wrath. The fiercest wrath that ever fell upon the world was 
brought about by an ill alliance of Church and State in the days of Noah, 
when the sons of God consorted with the fair daughters of men. And 
what came of it but the desolating flood, which swept the race from off 
the earth 1 I tremble for the unholy confederacies which so many 
Christians make, and for the worldly policy they continually adopt. 
These things provoke the anger of the Most High. Well may we regret 
their manifold occurrence when we recall the miseries they entail. Our 
penitence ought, therefore, to prompt this et1.rnest supplication-"0 Lord, 
in wrath remember mercv." 

Further, my brethren: can you think of them as other than days of 
wrath when the most of Christians seom cold and careless with regard to 
eternal things? There are some grand exceptions amongst us, We have a 
few men, and women too, who are all on lire, who are like flaming t0rches 
in the midst of standing corn. But, alas l mrt□y professed followers of 
Christ do as the graceless'disciples did in the Saviour's day-they go their 
way, each man to his farm and to his merchandise. Every man bath,a 
care for his own. Their manners are fearfully at variance with the 
morals of the Gospel. The cross of Jesus is not lifted up; the Redeemer's 
kingdom is not extended; souls are not saved ; God is 11ot glorified. His 
people are otherwise engaged than in seeking to do His will. Their main 
concern is for the things of time, instead of looking to the matters of 
eternity, You know it is so. It may, perhaps, be less conspicuous in our 
fellowship than in many others. Still this is so common a grievance that 
it is felt almost everywhere. 

The Church is under a cloud; thei-e are .few conver·sions. Look at our 
own denomination, not to instance any other. ,Yhat small progress has 
been made during this past year! Ouly two or three additions to each 
church, on an average; in many churches none whatever. In London we 
have been happily favoured with a gratifyiag average of increase for every 
church, and deeply thankful we are for it; but still, what cause for 
humiliation this leaves in reflecting upon our few churches in London in 
the midst of three millions of people. We are prone to congratulate 
ourselves upon ten or twenty individuals being saved, while we might 
rather groan over ten or twenty thousand left. Twenty thousand, did I 
say 1 ·who shall compute the number 1 Brethren, we are mightily 
satisfied with small mercies. If a ship were breaking up at sea, and 
we succeeded in saving one out of three hundred from the wreck, 
I can hardly imagine that we should clasp our hands and rejoice. The, 
thoughts of two hundred and r.inety-nine who wne going to the bottom 
would turn our trivial triumph intc, tears of tenderest pity. Here we­
ar~ felicitating one another upon our successes, which are more li~e­
m1sadventures when we compare the proportion of those who remam 
in misery with those who are rescued by mercy. We are elated with 
the good we are effecting, when in reality we are doing next to nothing. 
Oh, God I surely Thou withholdest the dew of heaven; Thou com­
mandest the clouds that they supply no rain to the most of our 
churches. Yet we are at ease, content after our fashion, These must 
then be days of wrath. Alas ! alas! I cannot doubt it. 

Let us now come to the prayer, "Remember mercy," "0 Lord, in 
wrath remember mercy." How shall I plead for it, or what arguments 
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shall I use? Remember, 0 my God, Thine eternal mercy to Thy Church. 
She is Thine. She is Thine by Thine electing choice. She is Thine by 
Thy purchase upon the tree. Remember, I beseech Thee, how Thou hast 
promised to bring lier sons from afar, and her daughters from the ends of 
the earth. Remember Thy covenant mercy_towards her on which Thou 
hast challenged her children to rely. Surely Thou didst, in the olden 
time, bless her ministers; her Apostles vanquished nations by the sword 
of the Spirit ; her confossors won kingdoms for Christ by the proclamation 
of the truth. Where are those bowels of compassion 1 Where is that 
.zeal 1 Oh, God, remerr.ber Thy mercy, and do again in these days what 
Thou didst in the days of yore: let Thy Church start up once more "fair 
as the sun, clear as the moon, and terrible as an army with banners." 
Remember Thy covenant mercy. Remember Thy promised mercy. 
Remember Thy former mercy. . 

But why need I try to indicate to you the manifold pleas with which 
you may fortify this pr'.lyer, very precious and very potent as they be 1 
I am far more anxious to stir you up to intercede than to teach you how 
to do it. Your importunity will be more prevalent than your intelligence, 
Half a dozen earnest souls may save the Church from severe chastisement. 
Be resolved, then, in God's strength never to cease from prayer, and you 
-will bring the blessing as effectually as when Elias made the heavens to 
be covered with clouds, and the earth to be refreshed with rain, after 
years of drought. If any two of you agree touching any one thing 
concerning the kingdom, it shall be done unto you. Oh, for a concert of 
praying hearts! Oh, for duets, and trios, and quartets of spiritual 
harmony in hearty supplication! Oh, for Aarons and Hnrs to lift up the 
hands of Moses by earnest prayer! So shall the nations that sit in 
darkness see a great light, and the battle shall be turned to the gate. 
However bad and black the times may be, as long as the voice of prayer 
is not hushed, but heard, thougli I see the clouds drifting I know they are 
dispersing. What though ignorance should insult us with its impeach­
ments, or superstition should startle us with its stratagems, or lethargy 
should make men mistake latitude and lawlessness for liberty, till the 
churches become lukewarm as Laodicea, or stigmatised as Bardis ; so 
long as the heavings of prayer go up to heaven, Mercy's door can move on 
its mighty hinges. In ill times intercessions procure intermissions. We shall 
weather the worst winter that ever wasted our world of hope, and King 
,Tesus shall perpetuate His kingdom over all the perplexities that ever 
posed its destined increase. Such, beloved, is our present prayer on 
behalf of the Church of God. 

II.-Tms PRAYER, HOWEVER, MAY BE APPROPRIATELY USED BY THE 
INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN IN BIS TIME OF TROUBLE. 

There are sea.sons, belove~, in which wrath appears to be more promi­
nent than love m our experience. We seem to be encounterin()' the frowns 
rather than enjoying the smiles of the Lord when domesti~ afflictions 
poison the springs of our social joy. Our hearts, or peradventure our 
homes, may be darkened by the death of friends and kindred which leavEs 
an ach\ng void. Or, whi7h is ~uch h:>avier to bear, we may be stung to 
the qmck by wayward, d1sobed1ent children; our relatives may be unkind 
and reproach us without cause. We may be bitterly betrayed by those 
whom we once befriende<l ; or terribly reduced in our circumstances owing 
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to the delinquencies of those in whom we reposed implicit trust. Losses 
in business may have disconcerted us, or even despoiled us of the labour of 
years and of all we had providently laid up in store. "Trials in every 
shape and name attend the followers of the Lamb;" and when these 
calamities follow thickly on tqe heels of one another, like Job's messengers, 
we may well adopt the language of Habbakuk-" 0 Lord, in the midst of 
wrath remember mercy. Great God, stay Thine east wind in the day of 
Thy rough wind: shield me from the tempest, smite me not too heavily, 
scourge me not beyond my strength of endurance. Thou.knowest that the 
flesh is weak ; that my faith may fail, and my mouth betake itself to 
murmuring under Thy heavy rod," Our God has told us to notice how 
the husbandman is instructed as it were by instinct to deal differently with 
different kinds of grain. Some sorts are threshed out with the heavy corn­
drag; others are beaten out with a staff, and some are brought out of the 
shell by n.ilder means. "So to Thee, 0 Lord, I appeal not to deal with 
me as though I were stout and strong, when I am but frail and feeble. 
Surely I am like unto a shorn lamb : if the wind be not tempered to my 
weakness I shall perish." You may put your case thus in prayer before 
God; you may plead your helplessness as a motive for His mercy, 
Because His arrows stick fast in you, and your heart bleeds, therefore may 
you petition .Him to put up His bow, to stay His hand, to withhold His 
strokes, to show His pity, and to heal your wounds. Job is very pathetic 
in that direction when he says," Am I a salt sea or a whale 1" Dost Thou 
treat me as though I were like a foaming sea, that needs all Thy mighty 
power to restrain its raging billows, or a huge whale that would need a 
harpoon before it could be slain 1 0 Lord l I am but a tiny insect, an 
emmet, a mite, a nothing; therefore deal gently with me, I beseech Thee. 
Shouldest Thou smite me, yet do it gently, lest I utterly fail before Thee. 
Do you see the spirit of the prayer, beloved 1 Then uee it. Use it now, 
as you sit in your pews. You mothers with broken hearts; you wives 
who are distressed with tender anxieties; you hrad.;i of households who 
are full of anguish; you young people who are left friendless, and seem as 
if ye were smitten with God's wrath, let this prayer be your prayer: "In 
wrath remember mercy; have pity upon Thy servant: I cast myself upon 
Thy kind protection; let Thy providence shield aud deliver me; let Thy 
grace uphold and strengthen me." . 

Possibly, however, I may be addressing some whose si~hs and solicitudes 
are not so much due to the outward affliction from whicn tLey suffer as to 
a sense of the desertion of God that distresses them. .And is it so, dear 
friend, that you have lost the light of His countenance; that you feel 
nothing of the joy of His salvation; that you have not a comfortable 
assurance of pardoned sin, and full participation in covenant promises? 
To a true Christian it is very wretched thus to walk in darkness, and be 
left to doubt whether you really are a child of the day. To the worldly 
man this may seem a silly scruple; he laughs at it because he does not 
know how to appreciate the grace that is to be found in the e:yes of ~he 
Lord, To lose a sense of ttie love of Jesus is to lose somethmg which 
diamonds cannot buy. Did you ever bask in the sunlight of God's love P 
Then I am sure you will never be satisfied with the cold shade or the 
clouded atmosphere in which they habitually live who are far off from 
God, Ah, no; you will want the King to come again and manifest Him-
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self to you as He doth not unto the world. Under such desertions your 
sins may have prevailed against you till yon are heart-broken with a 
memory of your own misdeeds, and the sentence of wrath seems to have 
gone out a(l'ainst you. ,vhen you turn to Scripture, you find it full of 
threatenings, and the promises have lost their charm because the rrecepts 
you have violated haunt you at every turn. You are brought so l"w that 
doubts and fears multiply, hope grows sick and faint, and you feel like 
a worm that is crushed or like a vessel that is marred; there iR uo cheer 
or comfort to cure you. Come, then, approach your God with this for 
your special prayer. Say unto Him, "0 Lord, in wrath remember 
mercy; I cannot seek to justice for sheltt,r; but surely I may sue for 
mercy. Like as a father pitieth his children, so, 0 Lord, Thou pitiest 
them that fear Thee. With paternal favour, 0 Heavenly Father, have 
pity upon me ! Oh ! J esu\ thou Great High Priest of our profeBsion, who 
art touched with a feeling of our infirmities, let my frailtie8 move Thy 
compassion, and suit Thy succour to my sad propensities to stray from the 
fold of the Good Shepherd. Oh ! Holy Spirit, is it not Thy blessed office 
to dwell with the disciples of Christ, to sootbe them in their sorrows, to 
instruct them in their ignorance, to show them the Saviour, and to 1·,~veal 
to them their redemption? Have I grieved Thee 1 My guilt recoils on 
me as a grievance that sorely frets and chafes me. By Thy s1.ve~t i>milei>, 
I implore Thee, dissipate this strange sadness, this alienation tbat keeps 
me apart from all that is akin to my fondest aspirations; in "ralh re­
member mercy." 

The peculiarity of the Prophet Habbakuk is that he does not attempt 
to struggle against wr·ath. He rather bows before it, as one who owned 
its justice. Murmur not, beloved, at the dispensations uf God. If you 
are heavy, think not that He is harsh. Let not the rod of our heavenly 
Father rouse us to rebellion. Let us bow to it, and yield our will to His. 
Take up rather the opposite cry,'' Remember mercy." Rest assured, dear 
Christian, yon shall not offer up this prayer in vain. God will help you, 
and that right early. Though the waves and the billows go over you, you 
shall come up to the light of day. What if, like Jonah, you go to the 
bottoms of the mountains, and the weeds be wrapped about. your head, 
and your soul faint within you, yet your prayer shall come in unto His 
holy temple, and the eternal God, who ever liveth, whose faithfulness 
never faileth, and whose love never waues or grows dim, will come to your 
rescue. In his own time He will deliver you, and in accent8 of adoring 
gratitude you shall sing of the Lord, your strength, who sustaiued you in 
your sorrow and redeemed you out of your distress. 

Ill.-1 must now leave this prayer with you believers, as I want the 
reet of the time to ADDRESS TEE UNCONVERTED. Indeed, our main object; 
in taking the text was to press upon them the use of tbis ddiohtful plea 
"In wrath remember mercy.'' 

0 
' 

I do not suppose it possible that any of you can ever look upon this vast 
assembly with the emotious that affect me as I gaze upon this sea of faces, 
though I hope many of you share with me the eager thirst for convcrsior:s. 
Sometimes the ~cenes of the day are reflected in my dreams at night; and 
I start from my uneasy slumbers at the thought of being in the centre of 
so_ many eyes, and so many ears, and so many ltearts, and so many con­
sciences. That this kind of experience should recur to me so many times 
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a week, and so many weeks in the year, and so many years in succession, 
overshadows me with a fearful contemplation of solemn responsibility. I 
think that if any of you were in my place you would feel a like awe in 
reckouiog your own obligations, If I be not found faithful as a pastor to 
fred the flock, its a messenger to warn the stragglers, as an evangelist to 
teach the Gospel, and as a watchman to blow the trumpet and sound an 
alarm in every season d peril, it were better for me that a millstone had 
been hanged about my neck, and that I were cast into the depths of the 
sea; infinitely better for me that I should have been taken away with a 
stroke than that I should have lived to trifle with your souls or to play 
soft and gentle tunes on momentous themes which should lull you into 
eternal sleep. Many of you, I am afraid, have never felt that sense of 
Divi□ e wrath which alone can drive you to seek shelter in Christ. I do 
fear me that many here have come to this sanctuary to see the crowd and 
:hear the preacher, and will then go away to talk of your visit to the 
Tabernacle in a frivolous manner. .Alas, alas! if you are not seeking 
Gori, or seeking your own soul's welfare, you will look at these things in 
a different light by-and-by. Ou your d)ing bed, when you begin to get 
some glimpse of eternity, and in the hour of departure, when your naked 
spirit shall be launched upon its endless voyage, you will shudder at the 
thought of going as a mere amusement to the house of prayer, and, at any 
rate, you will realise that to the preacher it was no child's play to ba)ve 
had for once au opportunity of speaking to your souls. Take heed, ye 
careless ones, Jest your levity be indulged at a cost that you yourselves 
woul<l shudder to make light of. I must leave you in the bands of God. 
Oh that you may get into the hands of the Redeemer ! In the hands of 
infinite justice what appalling woes must await yot1; but in the hands of 
sovereign mercy what amazing grace will be bestowed on you ! Beware, 
ye th<1.t forget God, lest He tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver 
you. 

Do I not, however, address some to w horn the words of my text are 
specially appropriate, because, dear friends, you do really feel that the 
wrath of God lies heavily upon you 1 Your present misery I might 
tenderly condole did I not confidently believe that it will end in peace, 
like the birth-pangs that bow down the expectant mother, who presently 
brightens np with beaming joy and welcome congratulations. They know 
what this" wrath" means who have their old sins 1·ising up to remem­
brance, haunting thek thoughts, and raising accusations against them. 
Deceased, forgotten, and out of mind as they seemed to be, they have had 
a resurrection, and now you can recall the lapses of your childhood, and 
the wilful wickedness of your riper years. The crimes you have com­
mitted, the aggravations that accompanied them, and the heartlessnes~ of 
your behaviour, prey on your memory. You feel the weight of youi:: sms. 
Conscious guilt makes you feel constant shame. Self-gratification y1eld~d 
yon moments of joy then, which are now followed up by hours of paua. 
You cry, "l\Iy sins l my sins! my sins !" for they make you groan. You 
are pressed under them as a wain pressed down with a load of s~eaves. 
You can hardly bear up under the weight. Yoll have been praymg for 
mercy after yqur fashion, and you have had no answer. You seem as 
th?ugh you had been speaking to a hollow vault which echoed_ your own 
v01ce. Your prayers have returned to your own breast, cuttmg you to 
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the quick instead of cheering you with hope. Eave you been reading the 
Scriptures without receiving succour 1 Instead of closing up the wound 
the Good Physiciau has kept the wound open. He is using the Word like 
a lancet, when you are looking for a soft lenitive. You are trembling for 
the future instead of trusting that He will fulfil His promises. It may be, 
dear hearer, that you have got a gloomy presentiment of wrath to come. 
·well do I remember when I used to go mourning all the day long, as with 
a sword in my bones; the light of the sun was hid from mine eyes, dense 
darkness obscuring the outlook because the curse of sin and the certainty 
of condemnation harassed me. At every step I took I feared the fatal 
plunge, lest hell should swallow me up. I knew that I deserved God's 
wrath. By night I dreamed of it, and all the day long I dreaded it, till I 
became wretched beyond description. Now, are you brought into any 
such state, my dear hearer 1 If so, I commend to you this prayer. "0 
Lord, in wrath remember mercy. Justly do I deserve Thine indignation, 
but when Thy hand lieth upon me my strength is dried up like a potsherd, 
and my moisture is turned into the drought of summer; therefore, 0 God, 
have pity upon me; spare my soul, I eiitreat Thee; and magnify Thy 
grace by showing that mercy to me which I can never merit." 

Fain would I now help the troubled conscience to use this prayer, and 
to this end I will try to put you in the way of considering its meaning, 
"Remember mercy." 

First, then, Lord, remember· that mel'oy is an attl'ibute of Thy charao­
te,·, Thou art love. Thou bast said: "As I live, saith the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, but would rather that he 
should turn unto Me, and live." Thou hast proclaimed Thy name as "the 
Lord God, plenteous in mercy." Have mercy upon me. I beseech Thee, 
of Thine own gratuitous goodness, because Thou art God and not man, 
since Thou hast spared me hitherto of Thy longsuffering, let Thy forgiving 
mercy come to me now, and cleanse me from all my sins. 

The next plea may be, Lord, remember the ,grounds ef Th,y mercy. I 
have read in Thy Book how 'L'hou hast said, "I will have mercy upon 
whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion upon whom I will 
have compassion." So, Lord, I see that the grounds of Thy mercy do not 
lie in human merit, but in Thine own sovereign will. .Again, I hear Thee 
say, "It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but'Of God 
that showeth mercy." 0 Lord, I am a lost soul. If Thou hadst respect 
unto persons, and didst pardon those who bad committed but little sin, or 
had some extraordinary merits to compensate for their shortcomings, Thou 
couWest not entertain my pleadings; but when I hear Thee say," Not for 
your sakes do I this, 0 house of Israel, but for My name's sake," then, 
Lord, my heart is glad, and my soul rejoiceth, I say unto Thee from my 
heart, "Lord, by Thine infinite sovereignty look leniently on me as a 
sinner, and regard me kindly as a creature of Thine. Why canst Thou 
not as well single me out as single any other out 1 May Thy mercy, 
Father, fall on me ! '' 

Still, further, you may p1tt the Lord in remembranee of the channel of 
His mercy. "In wrath remember mercy." This is a master-argument. 
If you can get hold of it you have got a master-key, Tell the Lord that 
He gave His Son to die that sinners might be saved. Oh ! Lord, Thou 
hast filled a fountain full with the blood of thine only-begotten Son. 
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Thou hast made a propitiation for sin ; Thou hast caused Him to make a 
full atonement for it. Oh! remember Jesus hanging upon the tree and 
suffering there. Think of His wounds; look:•throurrh those wounds as 
through windows upon me. - • 

0 

"Him, and then the sinner see, 
Look thro' Josus' wounds on me.'' 

Make a point of it, dear friends, if you are seeking mercy, to plead the 
blood of Jesus very much and very often; never leave this out. If you 
want to drive heaven's gate open, this is the great battering-ram-the 
eternal merit of the once-crucified, but now exalted, Saviour. No gate of 
heaven can stand against an attack made in Jesus' name. Remember 
that, sinner, and say, "Lord, I will not rise from my knees until Thou 
save me through the merit of Thy Son ; I will not let go the horns of Thine 
altar-

" Still the blood for sinners spilt 
Has set my conscience free from guilt." 

And I cannot help thinking that you will derive encouragement from 
reviewing the former mercies of God to others, as it is written, "Our 
fathers trusted in Thee ; they trusted, and were not confounded." Tell 
the Lord you have heard of l\Ianasseh, who repented, and was restored 
after committing crimes of deepest d-ye; of Mary llfagdalene, once a 
notoriouil sinner, and afterwards notable among the saints; of Saul of 
Tarsus, a persecutor and injurious, transformed into a holy Apostle, 
indulged with heavenly revelations. Recount the story of some of your 
relatives and some of your neighbours who have found succour and 
salvation ; their sins forgiven and forsaken ; their souls saved and 
sanctified. Plead before God that He is the same God now that He was 
then, and ask Him to write you also among the number of those who are 
washed from their filthiness thraugh the atoning s:tcrifice. 

Consider, dear hearer, that God's meray is i:ei·y abundant, "He is rich 
in mercy; plenteous in mercy." High as the heaven is above the earth, 
so great is His mercy toward them that fear Him. Plead the greatness 
of His mercy. 

And I will tell thee another thing to plead-the glory of it. Tell Him 
that if He will pardon thee it will make heaven rmg with astonishment, 
that it will make earth foll of wonder, and that as for thyself if He will 
but pardon thee He will have set loose a tongue that will never cease to 
sing His praises, and kindled a glow in one poor heart that will _never 
refrain from beating with sacred love to Him. Cast thyself, .s~nn_er, 
prostrate at the mercy seat, nor rise from that attitude of deep hu1D:1hat1on 
till the King shall stretch the silver sceptre out to thee. I do implore 
thee, never attempt to bear the burden of your own sins, nor try by any 
penance to make atonement for your faults and follies. Come to my 
Master now, for God hath set Rim forth as a propitiation. 1\Iake no 
tarrying. 

"Let not conscience make you linger, 
Nor of fitnes~ fondly dream." 

Come to Him as you are. lie is a great Saviour for great sinners. 
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Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as wool. Come, trust Hill;', 
confide in Him, rely on Him. Oh ! for grace to enable you to commit 
your cause to Him, who is able to save to the uttermost all who come unto 
God by Him. 

I shall never have an opportunity of speaking to some of you again. 
I wish I knew what would reach your hearts, by what auger I could bore 
into your consciences, by what sac,ed fire I could leave a trembling spark 
somewhere in your souls. This vast assembly is about to disperse. "\Ve 
are travelling apace each one of us to that bourn from which no 
traveller returns. Shall we all meet in heaven to sing God's praise? 
We part to-night, and whither bound 1 Forth.with we are going to all 
quarters of this great city, and to-morrow some are bound for foreign 
lands; others have their homes in distant provinces of this country. Many 
of you I shall never meet again. Oh, that ye all felt the solemnity of this 
closing hour of the Sabbath as I do myself! Oh, that with the melting 
hearts and broken accents of earnest suppliants ye would, every one of 
you, adopt this prayer as your own, '' 0 Lord, in wrath remember mercy," 
There is a wrath in which God will not remember mercy. That will be 
the terrible lot of the impenitent. On the other hand, there is a mer~y in 
which God will not remember wrath. That will be the happy portion of 
all who believe to the saving of their souls. Finally, brethren, farewell; 
farewell till we meet at the gates of heaven! Must we all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ ? Oh, that "\\""e may all be gathered at the 
throne of the triumphant King, who shall say, "Here am I and the 
children thou hast given me! " 

JOHN CARTER'S GOOD NAME, 

AND HOW HE \VON IT. 

CHAPTER V. 

To John Carter's recital of bis 
day's work Mr. Fuller listened with 
much interest. It did him good to 
hear that one of his own members 
had been made so useful in the 
service of Christ and of humanity. 
He, therefore, expressed his plea­
sure at what he had heard, and then 
said, "But before I go, Mr. Carter, 
I wish to ask you if you are willing 
to try an experiment 'I " 

"What kind of experiment, 
sir?" 

" A drilling experiment." 
What his pastor meant by a 

drilling experiment John Carter 
could not tell. Did he want him 
to display his mechanical genius in 
boring holes for him in wood, iron 
or stone 1 Smiling at his bewilder­
ment, Mr. Fuller at once explained 
what was on his mind. For the 
past two or three years it had been 
the custom of the Sunday school to 
have an annual examination of the 
scholars on some Scriptural subject 
selected for the schools in the 
country b.! the London Sunday­
school Umon. It was a gratifying 
fact that in such competition on the 
last occasion their own scho1ar;2 had 
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eompeted for the prizes and cer­
tificates most successfully. Of forty 
that had entered, four had with­
drawn, six had failed, eight h11.d 
received prizes, aud twenty-two 
had won first and second class 
certificates. And how had this 
success been achievetl 1 Were the 
scholars of a superior class 1 Had 
they received a good education 
at the boarding schools or some 
grammar school in the vicinity 1 
No; they were in almost every case 
the scholars of some day schools in 
the town, and several of them could 
not do much more than read and 
write. How came it to pass, then, 
that with such comparatively poor 
material to work upon the school 
should baveontstripped honourably 
other Sunday-schools in the town 
and neighbourhood which educa­
tionally stood far higher in public 
estimation 1 The answer was simple. 
It had been done by the teachers 
and minister drilling the children 
well in the subject. The chapters 
selected had been gone over and 
o..-er and over again, in the shape of 
question and answer, and familiar 
illustration, as well as by written 
replies to written questions, until 
the children got off the Scriptural 
facts and lessons by heart, and were 
thus prepared to give on the ex­
amination-evening such correct and 
full replies to the eight printed 
questions seleeted by the Sunday­
school committee, as to justify a 
remark made afterwards by one of 
the examiners, that " some of the 
replies would have done credit 
even to ministers themselves." To 
Mr. Fuller this result was very 
gratifying, and ever since that 
period he had been asking himself 
the queJ:1tion if this system could 
not be carried out ou a far larger 
and more extensive scale! Might 
not a great deal of the non-success 
attributed to Sanday-school teach-

ing in the present day be traced to 
the fact that Sunday-school children 
were not drilled sufficiently in 
Biblical facts and lessons 1 But 
how could this drilling be done? 
Not very well in classes crowded in 
one large room. If done at all 
successfully it must be done in 
class-rooms, where each teacher 
could ask his or her seholars 
questions, and get any required 
answer repeated by the whole class 
alt at once. Now they were about 
to occupy seven new class-rooms 
that had been recently built, and 
Mr. Carter was to take possession 
of one of them. He had a class of 
ten boys, all of whom read in the 
Testament. With this class Mr. 
Fuller wanted to try his new 
scheme. He had selected for a 
quarter's study "The life of Christ 
from His birth to His public 
baptism," and he very much wished 
Mr. Carter to drill the class well in 
it for that'period. At its termina­
tion he purposed having a public 
examination of the class in the 
presence of the whole school and 
the parents and friends of the 
children ; but instead of asking 
eight questions merely, he intended 
to ask scores, which would cover 
the whole grotmd. He felt certain 
that the experiment would prove a 
success if Mr. Carter would but 
enter heart and soul into it; and 
then if the children answered well 
-of which he entertained not the 
slightest doubt-he would have the 
privilege of giving each one of them 
a certilicate like those given by the -
Sunday-school Union, which would 
gratify both themselves and their 
parents, and lead them with re­
newed zest to study both in their 
class and at home the Word of 
life. Would Mr. Carter try, there­
fore, practically to carry out his 
idea 1 

In reply l\Ir, Carter said, " I 
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have no objection, air, to give it a 
fair trial, if you think me qualified 
to do the work ; but I do really 
believe that you might have chosen 
a better teacher.'' 

"Why so, John 1" 
" Because there are some that 

have been better educated than I 
have been." 

"But that is the very reason 
why I have selected you, Mr. 
Carter!" 

'' I cannot make that out, sir." 
"Cannot you ; well I will ex­

plain what I mean. You are, I 
presume, in an educational point of 
view, like the vast majority of 
teachers in our present Sunday 
schools. They are working-men 
and working-women;who have to 
earn their bread iu th<e sweat of 
their brow. Not a few of them 
have had but little schooling, and 
so far are really ill-prepared to 
teach the young. But, in spite of 
their intellectual and educational 
deficiencies, they do strive in some 
way to lead their respective classes 
into the knowledge of Bililical 
truth. Yet how often we hear 
them lament over the little success 
that seems to crown their efforts ! 
They, indeed, at times pour forth 
what seems very much like the 
wail of despair ! They think that 
in all probability their want of 
success is to be attributed to their 
own want of education, and doubt 
whether it would not after all be 
best for them to throw the whole 
thing up. Now is it not so, 
John 1" 

"It has been so with me at times, 
sir, I can assure you." 

'' That granted, then, John, the 
question' arises in my mind, cannot 
something be doae to enable these 
teachers to perform their work 
more efficiently, and with greater 
comfort and profit to themselvee? 
I think a great deal can be done 

for them in these respects. Let 
them have class-rooms, and be 
taught to drill their children in 
the appointed lessons after the 
prescribed plan. They will find 
that they can do it, and do it well, 
without even any higher education 
than that which they at present 
possess, They can read well them­
selves, and they can teach the 
scholars to read ; they can get off 
the facts themselves, and they can 
teach the scholars to get off the 
facts ; they can learn the lessons 
deduced from the facts, and they 
can t'each the scholars to get off the 
lessons. And then, if in addition 
they have a little imagination and 
tact, they can give simple illustra­
tions that will serve to rivet the 
facts and lessons on the scholars' 
memories. The more I think about 
the subject the more I feel con­
vinced that this is the kind of 
teaching that is needed in our 
Sabbath schools in the present day. 
It is a fatal mistake to suppose 
that children as a rule want the 
same kind of mental food that a 
minister gives in his sermon to his 
congregations. They want Biblical 
truths simplified and brought down 
to their child-like capacities. Too 
much of the teaching given in the 
present age is given in the sermon 
form, and, therefore, a large propor­
tion of it is lost. You can never 
expect to hit people by shooting 
over their heads. To hit you must 
aim well and strike home. Now a 
partially-educated teacher initiated 
into the drilling system-a system 
carried out fully in the secular 
schools-will find that he is almost 
as competent to instruct a Testa­
ment-class as one who has received 
a good education. On that ground 
I have chosen you, Mr. Carter, to 
carry out this experiment, and 
thus show by the success that the 
Lord may give you iu it what a 
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partially -educated Sunday-school 
teacher can accomplish." 

" But shall I not want a text­
book, sir, to guide me?" 

"Yes, one will certainly be of 
use to yon, and you cannot do 
better, I think, than take Mimpriss's 
Gospel llfanual, Grade III., which 
is already in use in the school. But 
you need not stick to it too closely. 
Let it merely guide you, your real 
text-book being the Word of God 
itself. Take the record as given in 
the Evangelists, and, noting every 
fact, question the children about it 
till, so to speak, each fact is burned 
into them. You have seen what 
can be done in this line in the 
Sunday-achool Union examinations; 
now let us see what ca.n be done on 
a smaller, but I hope not less suc­
cessful, scale iu connection with our 
regular teaching in our own school. 
As I have said, I have no fear of 
the results. Enter boldly into the 
work, my friend, and you will find 
that God will bless you in doing 
it." 

Thus encouraged by his pastor, 
Mr. Carter, after prayer and study, 
and as soon as he took possession of 
his new class-room, began according 
to the prescribed fashion to drill bis 
scholars into the first part of the 
blessed Saviour's life. How he 
taught them, what kind of success 
he met with, and what results 
followed, will be shown in the next 
chapter. In the meanwhile, how­
ever, we commend Mr. Fuller's 
remarks to the consideration of all 
those who, in seeking the spiritual 
welfare of the young, desire to find 
out a plan by which the best use 
can be made of the laborious but 
partially-educated teachers, who are 
to be found struggling and perse­
vering in their noble work in every 
part of the land. 

( To be continued.) 

INl!'ANT SALVATION. 

BY REY, D. JENNINGS. 

"And her child was caught up unto 
God, and to His throne."-REV, xii, 5.~ 

SPIRITUAL interpretations of literal 
passages of Scripture are frequently 
given. Words and phrases having 
a literal signification are made to 
express spiritual truths. It is 
seldom, however, that the symbolic 
language of prophecy having refer­
ence to great ecclesiastical events is 
taken literally. The words at the 
head of this paper relll.te to the 
Church and her safety ; but I in­
tend to give a literal interpretation 
to them, and use them to express a 
blessed fact. Of thousands of 
mothers may it be said, "Her child 
was caught up unto God, and to His 
throne." 

Last week I stood by the grave 
of a dear child, two years of age, 
And when I saw the weeping 
mother bending over the grave of 
her lost one, I felt that these words 
were true in her case, and that God 
had, in mystery but in mercy, 
caught up her darling pet to His 
throne. As there are few house­
holds where death has not entered 
and borne away some little one, a.nd 
as God's Word is intended to console 
the mourner and to afford relief 
under all life's trials, I purpose to 
inquire what are its teachings in 
relation to infant salvation 1 

The vast importance of the sub­
ject will be seen when we reflect on 
the amazing extent of infant mor­
tality. One child out of every five 
dies before the end of the second 
year : before the Reformation it 
was calculated that one-half the 
children born, died before reaching 
the sixth year. If the entire popu­
lation of the globe be estimated at 
twelve hundred million-and it ia 
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probably much more than that-the 
annual number of births might be 
set down at forty millions ; of these 
at least eight millions would die be­
fore completiog the second year. 
Assuming that all who die in in­
faucy are caught up unto God and 
to His throne, what a large stream 
of ransomed souls is constantly 
:flowing into the heavenly world! 
And what a blessed significance is 
given to our Lord's words, " Of 
such is the kingdom of heaven!" 

I. The thing affirmed of this child 
i:r true of everJJ child dying in in­
fancy. 

On what grounds do we assume 
that all who die in infancy are 
saved? Their salvation is not con­
tingent on anything we can do for 
them. If it depended on man's 
doing, and could be hindered or 
jeopardised by human caprice, 
neglect, or error, it would be some­
thing awful. And yet such seems 
to be the teaching of the National 
Church ; or at least the salvation of 
millions of infants is left as a dis­
tressing uncertainty, Thus, in the 
prefatory declaration before private 
baptism,it is said, "Children which 
are baptised, dying before they 
commit actual sin, are undoubtedly 
saved." And the priest is instructed 
" not to use the burial service for 
any that die unbaptised, or excom­
municate, or have laid violent hands 
upon themselves." The helpless and 
unoffending infant is thus placed in 
the same category as the abandoned 
profligate and the miserable suicide. 
And cases are of too frequent oc­
currence where the parish priest 
lacerates the wounded heart of a 
bereaved mother by coolly intimat­
ing that her child, not having been 
baptised, is lost. As the infant is 
not a voluntary agent in its own 
baptism and cannot he responsible 
for the neglect of others, to make 
its salvation dependent on the act 

of another - which act may, by 
ignorance, or carelessness, or error 
be altogether neglected-is repug­
nant to our notions of right ; and if 
the Bible really taught that a help­
less babe, for no fault of its own, but 
simply because its parents or guar­
dians were remiss or wrong, is 
doomed to hopeless misery, it would 
go far to justify the scepticism ()f 
the infidel. 

This unnatural and cruel teach­
ing is not confined to the Church of 
England. Richard Baxter rnys, 
" '.!.'hat as children are made sinners 
and miserable by their parents, 
without any act of their own, so 
they are delivered out of it by the 
free grace of Christ, upon a condi­
tion performed by their parents." 
And he asks, " If there be no 
visible way of salvation for them, 
what reason have we to hope that 
they are saved i" .A gain, he assures 
u~ that infants gain by baptism 
"the title to the kingdom of heaven, 
if they die before they forfeit it by 
sin." Jf this doctrine were true, 
and the baptism of an infant was 
essential to its salvation, then all 
the children of the heathim, Jews, 
&c., who die in infancy are lost, and 
untold millions are now in perdition 
for no fault of their own. .But we 
are thankful that the Scriptures do 
not give the slightest countenance 
to this horrid, revolting doctrine. 
The future state is made to depend, 
not on forms or ceremonies, human 
or Divine, but on '' deeds done in 
the body, good or bad." 

It may be well to inquire what 
the Scriptures do teach on the sub­
ject of infant salvation. The case 
of David and his deceased child at 
once presents itself. The sorrow­
stricken parent comforted himself 
with the assurance of a blessed re­
union with the departed child: "I 
shall go to him, but he shall not 
return to me.'' He knew that he 
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should go to the child, not, surely, 
in the regions of darkness and among 
the lost,; nor can the expression be 
referred to the grave : for small 
consolation would it be to remember 
that he, too, should die, and that 
their dust should mingle in the 
grave. But just as the dying saints 
of old were said to be gathered to 
their fathers, so the godly parent, 
who has mourned over the removal 
of loved children, shall be gathered 
to his little ones who Lave preceded 
him to the perfect state. Our Lord 
assures us that "of such is the 
kingdom of heaven." .And when 
the great numbers, in all ages and 
in every part of the world, who die 
in infancy are considered, there may 
be a literal meaning given to the 
words which may astonish us. 

"Millions of infant souls eompose 
The family above." 

The Great Teacher shows that 
child-likeness is the chief qualifica- · 
tion for admission to the kingdom 
of heaven: "Except ye be converted 
and become as little children ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." And a child is made to 
stand as the measure and the test 
of greatness in that kingdom, 
'' Whosoever therefore shall humble 
himself as this little child, the same 
is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven." "One of these little 
ones" seems to have been a familiar 
expres::iion on the lips of the lovinu 
Saviour, showing the interest H; 
took in children and the position 
He assigned them in the heavenly 
kingdom. 

An inquiry into U1e conditions of 
salvation and condemnation may aid 
us in this subject. It is universally 
admitted that the souls of the de­
parted are either saved or lost-no 
middle state is revealed, no intima­
tion is given of such a state. It , 

follows, then, that the spirits of 
dear departed children are either 
beholding the face of our Father in 
the heavenly glory, or else among 
the lost in the world of woe. It is 
the workers of iniquity only that 
are shut out from heaven. None 
but impenitent evil doers are suf­
ferers in the world to come, and 
only actual sins require to be re­
pented of and forgiven. The infant 
has not come to that state of intelli• 
gence which makes either of tbesa 
necessary or pos~ible. 

While we know no solid objection 
that can be urged against the salva­
tion of infants, there are many 
reasons that may be adduced in its 
favour. Divine justice does not 
require but forbids their c~ndemna­
tion. The infanticide, which forms 
so dark a page in the history of 
heathenism, would be mercifol and 
benevolent compared with the act 
which would consign the helpless 
innocents to unredeemable woe. 
What should we say if we found 
some Government which condemned 
a large portion of its most innocent 
subjects to torture and to death 
simply to uphold the majesty of law 1 
The universal voice of man would 
be raised in indignant protest, and 
that. law would be execrated as the 
contrivance of infernal powers. 
There is no principle in the moral­
government of the world tb~t ~e­
q uires its glorious Monarch to_1nf!ict 
hopeless woe upon the unsinnmg 
infant, but just the contrary. The 
loving purposes of our heavenly 
Father find expression in the words 
of Jesus "Suffer them to come 
unto l\fo.': They have been gathered 
and are still being gathered as 
lambs to the fold of the Good 
Shepherd. 

II. The removal of this child was 
the act of God, and was intended to 
secure its safety. 

It was surrounded with danger. 
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'' The dragon stood ready to devour 
the child." Dangers await every 
child and from the same quarter. 
The god of this world is ever on 
the alert to easlave and ruin souls; 
and the foolishness that is found in 
the heart of a child renders it an 
easy prey to the destroyer. The 
world also is full of evil, and every 
child, as it grows up into life, is 
surrounded by its influence and ex­
posed to its temptations. The frail 
bark is launched into a dangerous 
sea, where storms and rocks and 
conflicting currents have wrecked 
many a goodly vessel. Had this 
child remained 011 earth the temp­
tations and the troubles would have 
been certain, but the good and the 
desirable would have been uncer­
tain. To many a mother may it be 
said in relation to her darling child, 
"Yea, a sword shail pierce through 
thine ow11 soul." 

"What thrilling joy, or anguish wild, 
May move tha heart that owns a 

child!" 

Could parents foresee the earthly 
future of their children they would 
moderate their grief and bow with · 
quiet submission to the will of a 
loving Father when their child is 
removed from the certain ills of this 
life, and is caught up unto God and 
to His throne. Its removal has 
made the troubles and temptations 
of life impossibilities,, and has 
turned the uncertainties of the 
future into blessed and glorious cer­
tainties. Bereaved parent, sorrow 
not as those who have no hope. 
Had your child been spared to you 
it might have been a light and joy 
in your dwelling, as sunshine in 
your path, a Noah ."to comfort yo~ 
i-n the work and tml of your hands 
(Gen. v. 29); or it might have been 
a Benoni, a son of your sorrow 
(Gen. xxxviii. 16) ; but its removal 
has changed an that, and you now 

have additional treasure in heaven. 
The loss of your darling should not 
only be a gain to your child, but 
great gain to you, The Good Shep­
herd has taken His lamb to His 
fold that you may become more 
acquainted with the Shepherd's 
voice, and with increasing interest 
look forward to the time when there 
will be a blessed reunion with all 
your loved ones who have preceded 
y011 to that better land. The curse 
is turned into a blessing, and Death, 
which, when ho entered your dwell­
ing and left an empty crib seemed to 
beso terrible, has really been a friend­
ly angel to remove your precious child 
to its proper home. Murmur not, 
bat rather bless God for having 
conferred upon you the honour of 
contributing to swell the ranks of 
that glorified host, for "of such is 
the kingdom of heaven." 

" God took thee in His mercy, 
A lamb untasked, untried: 

He fought the fight for theo, 
He won the victory, 

And thou art sanctified! 

" I look around and see 
The wicked ways of men; 

And, Oh! beloved child! 
I'm more than reconciled 

To thy departure then. 
" The little arms that clasped ma, 

The innocent lips that pressed: 
Would they have been as pure 
Till now, as when of yore, J 

I lulled thee in my breast? 

"Now like a dewdrop shrined 
Within a crystal stone, 

Thou'rt safe in heaven, my dove, 
Safe with the Source of love, 

The everlasting Ono. 

"And when the hour arrives 
From flesh that sets me free, 

Thy happy spirit may await­
The first at heaven's gate 

Tii meet and welcome me." 

Long Orendon, Thame, Oxon. 
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THE CHRISTIAN'S DAILY 
CALLING, 

BY REY, C. CHAPMAN, 

"Follow after charity."-! Cor. xiv. 1. 

IF "go and culture" are needed in 
Christian service, Paul is a rare ex­
ample of a man excelling in both. 
With him spiritual culture was a 
passion; he counted "all things but 
loss for the excellency of the know­
ledge of Christ J esuR," and in the 
Apostle there seemed any amount of 
"go." His works and travels testify 
of an activity to which no other hero 
of faith ever attained. And yet with 
all his "go," Paul knew what he was 
about. "I, therefore, run," says he, 
"not as uncertainly ; so fight I, not 
as one that beatcth the air." As the 
Apostle thus went ahead in spiritual 
things, so he frequently urged saints 
to-

" Stretch every nerve, 
And press with vigour on." 

Re wanted them to go ahead, but 
not in a rash, purposeless manner. 
He counselled men to have some­
thing worth following. He didn't 
believe in beating the air. He was 
no advocate for chasing butterflies. 
He had no desire to see zeal exhaust 
itself in hot pursuit of a deceptive 
mirage. He advised men to follow 
the things which tended. to counter­
act their characteristic weaknesses. 
The corrupt ceremonial Jew was ex­
horted to "follow holiness, without 
which no man shall sec the Lord." 
The high-minded Ephesians were 
counselled to be "followers of God, 
as dear children." The censorious 
brethren of Corinth were advised to 
"follow after charity." The advice 
Paul gave the men of Corinth is 
seasonable counsel even for the nine­
teenth century. · The ear hears so 
many harsh sayings, the mind is so 

frequently pained by words of gall, 
and opinions lacking the element 
of charity are so common, that there 
cannot be the sliadow of a doubt but 
what the exhortation is needed. It 
is both profitable and seemly that 
saints should "follow after charity ; " 
and there are many inducements for 
so doing. One-

I. Is Paul's word for it. Charity 
is greater than either faith or hope. 

It has been said-

" Faith is the foundation, 
Hope is the walls, 
And charity is the roof 
Which covers all in." 

The poet's words are true as far as 
they convey the idea that a close re­
lationship exists between faith, hope, 
and charity. No saint possesses one 
of the trio alone. He may hold one 
grace in richer abundance than the 
rest ; but either in larger or smaller 
measure he owns all three. " Now 
abideth faith, hope, charity." But 
of this priceless trio of blessing, 
charity is destined to outlive the 
other two, soon-

" Faith will be lost in sight, 
And hope in full fruition die." 

As the bud and blossom are lost in 
the ripening fruit, so faith and hope 
will give place to the fruits of love. 
Ch~rity will wear a crown of innnor­
tal glory when faith and hope shall 
be but memories of the past. Though 
love is destined to outlive her com­
panions, it is not this which raises 
her head above her fellows, and gives 
her a name greater than theirs. Her 
greatness springs from her being 
most like the Master. Is it not on 
record, " God is love 1" It is im­
possible for saints to. "follow after 
charity" without find;1ng thtlmselyes 
minglinv with the thmgs of Chnst. 
In the" thirteenth chapter of this 
Epistle, Paul gives a summary of the 
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character and work of charity, and 
whatever the Apostle says about 
charity can also bo said of Christ. 
So nigh akin are the character and 
works of charity to those of Christ, 
that wherever in the chapter we find 
the word charity, we can put the 
name of Christ, arni the sense of the 
passage is not spoilt; it is greatly in­
tensified. If one had to sum up the 
character of Christ it could not be 
done in language more apt than in 
the words which the Apostle uses to 
describe charity. Charity is the 
grace which is most a transcript of 
Christ, and this gives it a superiority 
over faith and hope, which time can­
not destroy, and eternity will not 
change. 

Another inducement for-
II. " Following after charity" lies 

in the fact, that clmrity leads further 
into the unseen than either faith or 
hope. 

When Abraham lifted up his eyes 
and saw the place where he was to 
sacrifice, he said to the young men 
with him, '' Abide ye here, and I 
and the lad will go yonder and wor­
ship;" and so in life's pilgrimage to 
the heavenly hill, there will be a spot 
reached from whence the hill in its 
glory will be seen ; at that spot 
charity will say to faith and hope, 
"Stay thou here, I and this soul 
will go yonder and worship." Fain 
would the soul take faith and hope, 
they have served so well in the pil­
grimage, but it cannot be. From 
thence charity leads the soul as 
Abmham led Isaac up the mount. 
"She takes the soul ere I'm aware, 

And shows me where Christ's glories 
are: 

No chariot of Amminadab 
The heavenly rapture can describe." 

It is true policy to follow love as 
well as faith and ·hope, for if we fol­
low not her we shall lack a guide 
when the hallowed mount of eternal 

scenes rises before our wondering 
eyes. 

III. ·what stronger inducement 
can we have for following after charity 
than that it will be doing work of 
heavenly character? 

John says of the redeemed, "they 
follow the Lamb whithersoever He 
goeth." In heaven they walk neither 
by faith nor hope ; they follow love, 
It is needful here to have the help 
of faith and hope, and if we would 
taste heavenly joy on earth, we must 
follow charity; place our feet in her 
footprints, go whore she leadeth, 
imitate her in her holy arts. As 
the moon keeps company with the 
sun to reflect his glory, so follow 
charity that you may reproduce in 
life her unsurpassed beauties and 
virtues. 

Such are some of tlie strong in­
ducements why saints should follow 
charity, and if we wcmld so do it 
cannot at present be without the aid 
of faith and hope. Their missiou 
is like the ministry of the Baptist. 
'Tis their work to help us to " fol­
low after love," and when they have 
finished their ministry it will be 
with them as it was with the fore­
runner. John says of Christ, "He 
must increase, but I must decrease." 
And faith and hope will have even­
tually to decrease whilst charity will 
increase. These like stars of the 
night will set before the rising of 
charity, that bright and morning 
star, 

"Love is the grace that keepa her 
power 

In all the realms above; 
There faith and hope are known no 

more, 
But saints for ever love." 

As the magnet draweth iron from 
its association with other things, so 
love can attract the heart "from all 
created good, from self, the world, 
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and sin." Hindrances may prevent 
the magnetic influence of charity, 
but prayer can surmouut these. The 
spouse cried '' Draw me," and soon 
she had to say '' The King bath 

brought me into His chambers ; we 
will be glad and rejoice in Thee, we 
will remember Thy love." 

Gamlingay, Cambs. 

OR, 

A GLIMPSE OF CHRIST FOR EA.CH SUNDAY IN THE YEAR. 

CHRIST AN ADVOCATE. 

FOR MAY 4TII, 

"We havo an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous."­
! John ii. 1. 

"Plead Thou my cause."-David, 

" 0 Lord, Thou hast pleaded the 
causes of my soul."-Lam. iii. 58. 

PERHAPS there is no title of our 
Saviour more precious or more 
needed by the conscioualy guilty 
and stricken heart than that of 
Advocate ; and how cheering is the 
fact to the soul convinced of sin 
that when Satan stands by to accuse 
us, and our own lips are closed by 
a deep sense of our sinfulness, that 
we have in Christ a righteous 
Advocate before the throne of God, 
and One who ever can and will, 
upon the ground of His own 
righteousness and finished work, 
so effectually plead our cause before 
God that an answer of peace is sure 
to reach the heart, and our cause 
prevail in the court of heaven, 
Satan quails before the pleadings of 
Christ, for he knows they must pre­
vail, and that God, the righteous 
Judge, listens to Him with delight, 

and ever grants the request of His 
lips, becam-ie His justice has been 
satisfied, aud He only asks on 
behalf of the most guilty for that 
which He bas procured by His 
death, and which God through His 
merits can righteously bestow. Put, 
therefore, thy cause, reader, into 
His hands - He pleads for the 
worst, and He will plead for thee 
freely, wisely, and righteously, and 
in answer to His prayers, and respon­
sive to His merits and intercession, 
His Father will pardon, justify, 
sanctify, and accept thee ; listen to 
thy petition, and grant thee a place 
among His sons and daughters for 
ever. 

CHRIST A MEDIATOR. 

FOR MAY 11TH. 

" For there is one God, and one 
Mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus."-1 Tim. ii. 5. 

J oB in his great afiliction, darkness, 
and ac,ony of soul, complained that 
there 

O 
wail no days-man between 

himself and God-no mediator or 
umpire, who could lay his hand 
upon both ; there was no one who 



132 TH.R NAM.ES AND TITLES OF CHRIST, 

was upon a level with God and 
himself who could at the same time 
come between them and heal the 
breach and make peace. It is not 
so now ; the most sinful, feeble, 
and imperfect Christian has now in 
Christ, One who is bone of his bone, 
and flesh of his flesh, able to uuder• 
stand all his weakness, darkness, 
and sorrow, and able to sympathise 
with him, and yet One who being 
God's fellow and possessed of the Di• 
vine nature is able, and, indeed, has 
by His obedient life, sufferings, and 
death met all the demands of God's 
law, and is able to place his hand 
upon the throne of God and right­
eously demand, upon the ground of 
justice, the exemption of all who 
trust Him from the curse of sin, 
and all the penal and moral evils it 
entails. Remember this, believer, 
for thine encouragement in the 
midst of all thy darkness and con­
flict with thy spiritual foes, and 
that arising out of God's ordination 
and the very nature of things there 
can only be One mediator between 
God and man ; and keep the eye of 
faith ever fixed upon Him as the 
only medium of access to God and 
channel- way of every spiritual 
blessing. 

CHRIST A SHEPHERD. 

FoR MAY 18TH. 

"I am the Good Shepherd; the Good 
Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep." 
-John x, ll. 

Gon has but one flock, made up of 
all His redeemed people by what­
eve1· names known among men, and 
one .Great Shepherd of His flock, 
Jesus Christ His only Son. .And 
He is not only the Great, but also 
the Good Shepherd ; distinguished 
from all others by the fact that He 
gave His life for the sheep. No 

other shepherd ever possessed or 
could display such love for his flock 
as Christ has for His. He co.me 
into this wilderness, clothed Him­
self in the winter garb of our 
humiliation, turned His blessed face 
to the savage blasts of sin, hell, 
and death, that He might reach 
His flock upon those mountains 
whither they had wandered in the 
dark and cloudy day, nor failed in 
Bis pursuit until He came to where 
they were, and restored them to the 
fold of God's love and co.re again. 
.And though He is now exalte1l to 
the sun-lit summit of eternal glory, 
still He loves and seeks His flock ; 
by His Word and Spirit still He 
heals, protects, and feeds them ; 
restores them when they wander, 
and leads them into pastures 
which are ever green and by 
the still waters of His own love 
and peace. By night and day He 
watches over them with a care 
that never sleeps or will rest until 
all are safe folded with Him above. 
0 my soul, ever listen to Hi~ voice 
through His Word, and follow Him 
only, and He will ever lead thee 
in a right way ; grant thee the 
enjoyment of His love; and finally 
bring thee into His presence above 
with exceeding joy. 

CHRIST A PHYSICIAN. 

FoR MAY 25TH, 

"For I am the Lord that healeth 
thee."-Exod. xv. 24. 

"Himself bare our sicknesses,"­
:Matt. viii, 17. 

THE figure employed by God to 
set forth the condition of His 
ancient people is very descriptive 
of the state and condition of all 
men as fallen and depraved by sin. 
The whole head is sick, and the 
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whole heart is faint j from the sole 
of the foot even unto the head there 
is no soundness in it, but wounds 
and bruises and putrifying sores. 
And in relation to this condition 
God has said, "I am the Lord thy 
God that healeth thee; " "0 Israel 
thou hast destroyed thyself, but in 
Me is thy help." And how God 
would accomplish this is read out 
to us in the person and work of 
Christ, who is the one Great 
Physician of souls. God is pleased 
to heal.us through Him. The disease 
of sin is too deep' seated to be 
1·eached by any other ski11 than 
that which is Divine. And it cost 
God more to heal the soul than to 
create the world, for this cost Him 
but an act of His power, while that 
cost Him the gift of His Son, and 

The Biblical .ilfuseum. Especially de­
signed for the use of Ministers, 
Bible Students, and Sunday-school 
Teachers. By JAMESCOMPER GRAY. 
Old Testament. Vol. V., containing 
the books of Ezra, Nehemiah,Esther, 
and Job. Elliot Stock, Patemoster­
row. 

WE are of opinion that the Biblical 
Museum would bo a treasure in any 
library. But to students of limited 
meanR, and especially those Bible 
students and Christian workers who 
have to toil for their daily bread, this 
work is indispensable if they would 
tnako tho best uso of moans within 
their reach, For fulness, richness and 
cheapness it is, without doubt, the com­
mentm-y of the age. 

OUR MAGAZINES, &c. 

The- Baptist JJ[agazine has, among 
other good articles, a very interesting 

that StJn His life; for we read that 
it pleased the Father to bruise Him 
and put Him to grief, and God is 
pleased to cure the soul by leading 
it by faith to His Son, in whose 
wounds only is to be found the 
balm which heals. Faith finds in 
Him, and Him only, the blood 
which saves from the guilt of sin 
and the grace which preserves from 
its power. Yea, which uses the 
very sense of sin, and all the various 
trials, temptations, and sorrows of 
life to conform it to the image of 
Christ. 0 my soul, whatever may 
be thy sense of sin, do not doubt 
but that the blood of Christ can 
heal thee, or that His grace can 
save thee from its power, and 
make every trial but to deepen the 
life of God in thy soul. 

one on Scones from Church History, 
giving the early years and connection 
with Rome of Patrick, the apostle of 
Ireland. Also a very good second 
article on the symbols of the Church, 
by the Rev. James Cave, the sub­
ject of this chapter being the Golden 
Candlestick, 

The Sword and Trowel has a very 
suggestive and useful paper on the 
Olivo Leaf, and, though a good 
number, we shall hope to soe, with 
J\Ir. Spurgeon's retnrning health, new 
spirit and lifo manifested in this 
fa,ourite monthly. 

The General Baptist .il1agazine has 
several brief and interesting papers. 
The one on Man after Death, fourth 
chapter, soul and spidt, in the Hebrew 
Scriptures, is a contribution worthy of 
the head and heart of the editor. 

The Ragged Sclwol Union Quarterly 
Record will be read with pleasure by 
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the supporters and workers in our 
ragged schools. 

Evangelical Ch,·istendom, Christian 
Wm·k, and the News of the Churches 
still maintains its place as the best 
monthly for missionary and other news 
of a missionary character. 

The Voice of Warning. Circulate 
it, and thus contribute to stem the tide 
of Ritualism and Papery. 

The British Flag and Christian 
Sentinel. The Christian newspaper 
for soldiers, issued by the true friend 
of the soldier, tho Army Scripture 
Readers' Society. 

"HAVE MERCY UPON ME, 0 
LORD."-Ps, Ii. 1. 

Havo pity on me, Lord, 
lily humble prayer regard, 

ThonghI havo broken Thycommands-
1\ly sins more countless than the sands, 

llly humble prayer regard, 
Have pity on me, Lord. 

Let me not seek in vain, 
My suit do not disdain. 

Before I from Thy footstool go, 
Do Thou to me Thy favour show, 

l\Iy suit do not disdain, 
Let me not seek in vain. 

In mercy look on me, 
Who humbly look to Theo. 

Jesus Thy Son, IIis blood has spilt, 
To ca~cel all the sinnor's gnilt. 

I humbly look to Thoe, 
In mercy look on me. 

The Baptist and p}·eeman, with ab1e 
loaders on religious and political ques­
tions, and giving every wook important 
denominational news, make them wor­
thy of the support of every Baptist. 

The Communion Questio~. IlyJoseph 
B. Rotherham. Elliot Stock. A very 
good tract on this subject. 

Your Country's and Your Saviou,·'s 
Call. By the Rev. Stenton Eardly, 
B.A. Partridge and Co. A very 
earnest littlo work on the monster of 
intemperance, 

For mercy, Lord, I pray, 
Take all my sins away, 

Though great and multiplied they be, 
Thy mercy, Lord, bestow on me. 

Take all my sins away, 
For mercy, Lord, I pray. 

Lord, help me to believe 
That Thon wilt me receive. 

Thy Word is," Thon wilt none cast out," 
O why should I, then, longer cfouht 

That Thou wilt me receive? 
Lord, help me to believe. 

Henceforth, 0 Lord, will I 
Upon Thy Word roly, 

Call Thee my Father, and my God, 
Through Christ, Thy Son, who shed IIis 

blood. 
Upon Thy Word will I 
Henceforth, 0 Lord, rely. 

February 26th, 1879. J. DORE. 
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~tnominational Jntdligtnte. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

MR. J. S, HARRISON, of the Pastors' 
College, has accepted a unanimous 
call to the pastorate of the church at 
Montague-street, Blackburn. 

Rev. George Duncan has resigned 
his pastorate at Frome, and acceptod 
that of the church at Oaks Lindley, 
near Huddersfield. 

Rev, R.H. Bayly has, through con­
tinued ill-health, been compelled to 
tender his resignation of the pastorate 
at King-street, Oldham, in accepting 
which the church decided to present 
him with means towm,ds enabling him 
to take a year's entire rest, 

Mr. A. Green, of Braunston, has ac­
cepted the unanimous invitation to the 
pastorate of the church :.t Quorndon, 
Leicestershire. 

Rev. William Peggott, late of Studley, 
Warwickshire, has accepted tho p:.sto­
ra.te of the church at Burford. 

Rev. A. Knell has resigned the pas­
torate of the church at Ridgmount, 
Beds, and determined to devote him­
self partly to commercial pursuits. 

Rev. Isaac Bridge, of Rayleigh, has 
accepted a unanimou8 invitation to the 
pastorate of the church at Waterbeach. 

Rev. D. Rhys Jenkins, late of Sal­
ford, has accepted a call to the pastorate 
of the church at Chester-street, Wrex­
ham. 

Rev. .T. Rigby has resigned his 
charge, for the end of May, of the 
Earlestown Branch of the church, 
Myrtle-street, Livorpool. 

Mr. G. Pring, formerly of tho Pastors' 
College, and late of Brabourne, has 
removed to Southbank, with the object 
of forming a new church thero. 

Rev. B. C. Young, of Darkhouse 
Chapel, Coxlej', is, after a ministry of 
thirty years, resigning his pastorate, 
and removing to Edgbaston, Birming­
ham. 

Rev. James Smalley, of Littleborough, 
has accepted the invitation of the church 
at Leominster to become their pastor. 

Rev. W. Tidman has accepted the 
pastorate of the King-street Church, 
Blaenavon. 

Rev. J. H. Tnckwell, of Regent's­
park College, has accepted a call to 
the pastorate of the church at Cotton­
end, Bedford, of which the Rev. John 
Frost was for forty-six years tha 
minis tor. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

BRENTFORD.-Ou Tuesday evoning, 
April 8, a meeting was held to wel­
come Rev. A. F. Brown, of Fenny 
Stratford, as co-pastor with Rev. W. A. 
Blake. Captain J. Smith presided, and 
tho following friends delivered ad­
dresses :-Revs. J. H. Blako, of Luton; 
W. Frith, of Gunners bury; J. H. J\iil­
lard; W, Sumner, of Brentford; J. S. 
Stanion, of Hounslow; J. Teall, of 
Woolwich; F. Cannon, chaplain to the 
forces; S. H. Watkins, and C. Hen­
wood. Rev. W. A. Blake, A. F. Brown 
and W. Brown, took part in the ser­
vice, which was well attondod. 

On Wednesday evening, April 9th, a 
recognition service in connection with 
Mr. Buckeridge's settlement as pastor 
of the church at Broughton, Rants, was 
held. H. M. Bompas, Esq., presided, 
Revs. _G. Short, J. T. Collier, T. W. 
Medhurst, and J. Hasler, gavo ad­
dresses. 

The Rev. T. G. Tarn, who recently 
resigned the pastorate of the church at 
Peckham and accepted a call to that 
of St. Andrew's, Cambridge, has just 
been publicly recognised at the latter 
place, At the services there was a 
large attendance. Mr. W. Eaden Lilley 
presided. Mr. W. H.J. Johnson, M.A., 
spoke of the last fi,e years' experience 
and "\'\"Ork of the church without a 
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pastor, Rev. T, G. Tarn gave his 
reasons for accepting the invitation, 
and expressed a hope that the future of 
the church might not be unworthy of 
its past. 

On Friday, April 11, anniversary and 
recognition services were held in 
North-street Chapel, Burwell, Camba, 
In the afternoon an excellent discourse 
was delivered by Rev. J. P, Campbell, 
of Zion ChapBl, Cambridge, Tea was 
provided in the British schoolroom. 
At seven o'clock a public meeting was 

. convened to welcome the newly-settled 
pastor, Mr. C. Hewitt. The chair was 
occupied by Mr. Dawson, one of the 
deacons, and suitable addresses were 
given by the Revs. J, P, Campbell, G. 
W. Hickson Fordham (Congregation­
alist), llfr. Chas. Hilton, of Hitchin, and 
the pastor. The attendance and col­
lections throughout the day were ex­
ceedingly encouraging. 

Services to inaugurate the com­
mencement of the pastoral labours of 
the Rev. W. J. Styles were held on 
March 25th, at Keppel-street Chapel, 
Russell-square, when a sermon was 
preached by Rev. John Hazelton, of 
Clerkenwell, followed by a public 
meeting, when addresses wore delivered 
by the Revs, John Box, R. A, Lawrence, 
and others. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

BAPTIST T.il!ER1UCLE, WINDSOR, 
BucKs.-On Friday evening, 14th in­
stant, a most interesting meeting was 
held in the above place of worship, to 
welcome home the pastor, the Rev. F. 
J. Feltham, and his wife, after their 
wedding tour. During the meeting 
Mr. George presented to the pastor and 
his wife, on behalf of the church and 
congregation, a most handsome electro­
plated tea and coffee service, and Mr. 
Deacon also presented, on behalf of the 
members of the choir, a handsome.cake 
basket. The pastor, in a few words, 
tendered his warmest thanks to the 
kind friends for these tokens of their 
love, and several other addresses were 
delivered_ during the evening, Mr, 

Tite ( one of tho deacons) occupying the 
chair. 

At a pnblfo meeting recently held 
at Walworth-road Chapel (Rev, W. 
Howieson, pastor), Mr. Courtenay 
was presented with a pnrse of fifty 
guineas in recognition of his services 
for many years as precentor in the 
choir. 

The Rev. John Wilkinson, who for 
the past eleven years has be@n pastor 
of the church in Mill-street, Ventnor, 
has just resigned, and at a meeting, 
held under the presidency of the Rev • 
John Harrison, he was presented with 
a secretaire as a mark of esteem. 

The Rev. C. Philp having resigned 
the pastorate of the church at High­
bridge, Somerset, a valedictory service 
was held, when ho was presented with 
a purse of £20 as an expression of 
esteem. Mrs. Philp also received a 
sewing machine. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

SARISBURY, HAMPSHIRE,-Evange­
listic services were held on Thursday 
µ.nd Friday, April 3rdand 4th. Rev, T. 
W, l\fodhurst, of Portsmouth, preached, 
and the services were well attended. 

BAPTIST UNION EVANGELISTIC SER­
VICES,-From April 14th to the 25th, 
special evangelistic services, under 
the direction of the Baptist Union of 
Great Britain and Ireland, wero held 
in Yorkshire, The preachers were the 
Revs. W. Stone, of London; T. W. Med­
hurst, of Portsmouth; and J. Tuek­
well, of Luton. The places visited 
were - Bridlington, Hull, Beverley, 
Bishop Burton, Scarborough, and Drif­
field. 

SoUTHSEA.. - The ancient Baptist 
chapel," Ebonezer," having been closed 
for repairs and renovation, was re­
opened on Sunday, April 13th. Rev. 
:B'. Trestrail, of Newport,Isle of Wight, 
preached morning and evening. 

PORTSMOUTH,-At Lake-road Chapel 
Sunday-schools, March 25th, a service 
of song, entitled, "Uncle Tom, Aunt 
Chloe, and Simon Legree," was given 
with a choir of two hundred voices, 
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The connective rea·lings were given by 
Rev. T. W. Medhurst. Tuesday, April 
1st and Wednesday, April 9th, services 
of ;acred song ware given by the Swiss 
Choir. Conductor, Professor Andre, 
Rev. T. W. Medhnrst and W. Griggs 
presided. The proceeds were on behalf 
of the Sunday schools. 

LuToN.-The Winter Session of the 
Young Men's Christian Association of 
Park-street Chapel was brought to a 
close on April 15th by a conversazione 
held in the Town Hall, Luton, Ullder 
the presidency of the Rev. James H. 
Blako. The ball was crowded during 
the wht>le evening. This association 
bas only been formed a few months, 
and now numbers over 350 members, 
being the largest association in the 
town. A large meadow has been taken 
for the summer season for innocent and 
healthy recreation. 

In Park-shot Chapel, Richmond, on 
Tuesday evening, April 8th, a public 
mooting was held, under the presidency 
of Mr. J. Gowdy, of East JIIoulsey, in 
furtherance of a scheme for the erec­
tion of a more commodious Baptist 
chapel in that town. Addresses were 
given by the_ Revs. E. Leach, E. ,Y. 
Tarboys, and J. Hunt Cooke (pastor). 
It w,is stated that the present iron 
building, with its sito, had been sold, 
and a more central site purchased, at a 
cost of £1,500. About £300 was pro­
mised at the mooting. 

At Berwick-street Chapel, Now­
<!astle-on-Tyne, on Sunday, April 13th, 
the Rev. J. M. Stevens, minister of the 
Congregational Church, Morpeth-who 
had announced to his own congrega­
tion on the previous Sunday a change 
of views which had led him to renounce 
predobaptism-was publicly immersed 
by the Rev. J. M. Stephens, B.A. He 
now contemplates the pastorate of ll 

Baptist church. 
The progress of the denomination 

flince 1851 in London has been some­
what remarkable. While Methodists 
-0f all kinds ha vo increased 104 per 
cent., Presbyterians and the Episcopal 
Church 42 per cent. each, Congrega­
tionalists 30, and Roman Catholics 98 
,P~r <1ent., Baptists have grown at the 
rate of 115 per cent. 

On Wednesday last a tea and public 
meeting was held at Harrow Station. 
end New Ch,ipel to welcome Mr. W. 
Dickins, of Regent's-park College, as 
new superintendent. The meeting was 
addressed by Rev. Dr. Underhill (in the 
chair) and other speakers. An enjoy­
able evening was spent, and a good 
collection, in aid of the building fund, 
was made at the close. 

PORTMAH0N, SHEFFIELD.-Since the 
settlement of the Rev, W. Turner, who 
left Wakefield in July fast to take the 
oversight of the church at Portmahon, 
signs of increasing spiritual prosperity 
are being manifested. Tho Sunday ser­
vices are invariably well attended, 
whilst the week evening meetings, 
both in connection with the church 
and also the" Young People's Society," 
have boon exceedingly well sustained 
during the past winter. 

In the recent great ingathering into 
the Ono-ale church, in connection with 
the lab~urs of American Baptists, the 
2,222 baptised in one day occupied two 
administrators nino hours. Mr. Clough 
baptised on another occasion 212 in 
eighty-one minutes, or nearly three 
persons a minute, without any undue 
haste. At this rate the 3,000 on the 
day of Pentecost could have been bap­
tised by eleven administrators in one 
hour and forty minutes. The i~­
possibility of immersing so ~an:,: m 
one day is thus seen to vanish mto 
thin air. 

BAPTISMS. 
Aberdm•e.-March 13. Calvaria, Two; March 

16, Seven, by Dr. Price. 
Abo·carn, Mon.-April 6, Six, by E. E, 

Probert. 
Aberdare.-April 6, Eight, by T. Jones. 
Abersychan.-lfarch ao, at Pisgah Chapel, 

Eight, by R. Jones. 
Aber waterfalls, near Bangor.-March 

Two, by W, R. Saunders. 
Blackwood :Monmouthshire. - March 16, 

Two, by s. H. William•. 
Black Ifill, County Durha.m.-March 8, 

One, by E.W. Jenkins. 
Bla:kfie!d, Farnley, Bants.-March 9, Two 

by F. A. Pearce. 
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Barnard Town, Newport, Mon.-Dec. 29, 
Four; Jan. 26, .F'ive; Feb. 237 Four; .Ma-rch 
30, Three, by A. F. Jones. 

Blakeney, G!oucestec.-:lfarch 23, Ten, by T. 
James. 

Bra<ifoi·d.-Yarch IG, Bethel Chapel, Six, 
byW. Wood. 

Burton-on-Trent.-March 23, Guild-street 
Chapel, Three, by J. A•kew. 

Bedfonl.-March 30, Mill-street, Six, by G. 
C. Williams. 

Bradford, Yorks.-April 6, Tetley-street, 
Ten, by B. Wood. 

Belper.-March 26, Four; April 2, One, by 
w. Bonser. 

Baoup.-March 13, at Zion Chapel, Three, 
by C. W. Gregory. 

Barnsley, Yorks.-April 6, Eight", by B. W. 
Osler. 

Bethlehem, Haver!ordwest.-April 13, One 
by D. 0. Edwards. 

Chadlington,-April 13, Seven, by G. B. 
Richardson. 

Ca/ne.-March 31, Nine, by A. E. Greening. 
Crosby Ga,·rett.-April 13, Three, by D. 

Thomas. 
Cwmavon, Glamorganshire. - March 23, 

Eight, by J. Keen. 
Cole/01·d.-Feb. 24, Eleven, by T. Williams. 
Cinderford.-April 6, Five, by C. Griffiths. 
Crewe.-M.arch 30 1 at Victoria-street, Three, 

by~'- J. Greening. 
Corsham, Wilts.-April 3, Three, by J. 

Hurlatono. 
Dartford.-April 2, Five, by A. Sturge. 
Dean Forest, Rnardean-hill.-Xov. 3, 1878, 

T1vo, by J. Mountjoy. 
.Dundee.-March 9, at Long Wynd Church, 

Two, by J. C. Brown; March 9, at Rattray­
street Uhurch, Two, by \V. llenderson. 

.Dunftrmline.-April 9, Five, by J. T. Ilagen. 

.Denbigh,-March 30, Four, by T. Thomas. 
Eye, Suffolk.-)farch 30, Three, by S, B. 

Gooch, 
F'almouth.-March 31, Four, by J. Douglas. 
Gladistry,Radncrshire.-April 6, Two, by T. 

Jennine. 
Glamorgan.-March 16, at the English 

Chapel, Three, by M. Morgan. 
Great Yarmouth.-March 30, at the Taber­

nacle, Five, by T. Hagen. 
Grundisburgh, Suffolk.-March 30, Five, by 

W. K. Dexter. 

Jfetropolitan District:-

Hornoey.-April 13, at Campsbourne 
Chapel, Two, by J. S. Bruce. 

Hanwel/.-Mareh 17, One, by R. London. 
Kensington.-April 3, at Hornton-street, 

Three, by P. Howard. 

Mile End.-April B, at Carlton-square, 
Four, by J. A. Soper. 

Poplor.-April H. at the New Sr.hoola, 
Brunswick-road, Five, by W. T. Lam­
bourne. 

Peckham.-April z, at Park-road, Eight, 
by G. W. Linnear. 

Peckham.-April -8, at Pn,rk-road, Four, 
by H. Knee. 

1Voolwich.-March 28, at Charles-street, 
Twelve, by J. Wilson. 

1Voolwich.-April 2, at Queen-street Chapel, 
Four, byT, Jones. 

Wa/tliamstow.-Maroh 16, at lliarkbouae­
common, Four, by T. Breewood. 

Demel Ilempstead.-April 10, Two, by W. 
Owen. 

High IVycombe.-March 30, at Union Chapel, 
Six, by W. J. Dyer. 

Lumb.-March 16, Three, by J. Howe. 
Lowestofl.-March 27, at London-road, Four, 

by E. Mason, 
Mertnyr J'ale..-March 30, Four, by J. Cole. 
Newport, Mon.-Ma.rcb 30, at Barnard 

Chapel, Three, by A. Jones. 
Oyden.-March 30, Three, by A, E. Greening. 
Oldham.-March 10, at Mancheater-street 

Chapel, Four, by E. Balmford. 

RECENT DEATHS. 

ON the 2nd of April, THOMAS 
CONDY. in his 60th year, born at 
Ridgeway, Devon. In early years he 
was connected with the Independent 
Church at Plymouth. He was a 
member of Trinity Chapel, John­
street,Edgware-road, ~romits founda­
tion under the Rev. Ridley Herschell, 
and' for nearly thirty years he held 
office, during which time, and until 
his death, he was a zealous Sunday­
school teacher. His labours for the 
church also embraced the arduous 
but to him congenial duties of mis­
sionarv work and school visitor in the 
surrounding neighbourhood. In the 
homes of the scholars he was a con­
stant visitor, and to the poor and 
afflicted a cheerful, welcomed friend. 
He laboured for many years with 
Rev. R. Herschell and his successors 
in the pastorate, in the special weekly 
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services for the members of the "D " 
division of police, from whom he 
received two valued testimonials in 
appreciation of his efforts for their 
spiritual good. 

On his relinquishing office at 
"Trinity," to undertake other re­
sponsibilities, the church under the 
Rev. J. 0. Fellowes presented him 
with a testimonial and an illuminated 
address, in recognition of his long 
and faithful service. 

For some years he was superin­
tendent of the Home for Working 
Doys in_Stafford Street, and at the 
time of his decease he was super­
intendent of the Industrial Boys' 
Home, in Eccleston-street, East 
Pimlico. 

A funeral service was conducted by 
the Rev. Abraham Herschell, of 
Brix ton, and the Rev. J. 0. Fellowes, 
in the chapel were his life work for 
the Master culminated, and his body 
was interred in Willesden cemetery, 
on Monday, April 7th, attended with 
every mark of respect from a sorrow­
ful circle of personal friends. His 
death was improved by the pastor on 
Sunday evening, April 20th, 1879. 

On 22nd of March, MRS, .CAROLINE 
HYrCHE departed this life at Hornsoy­
rise, aged 67. For over forty years she 
was the devoted wife of the Rev. 
E. J. Hytche, late and for many years 
the editor and inspector of tho Ragged­
School Union. 

For fifteen years l\Irs, Hytche was 
afflicted every winter with bronchitis, 
often in its worst form; and her eventual 
sudden collapse was dne to the botlily 
Weakness induced by that disorder, 
for she had been under medical treat­
ment during the previous six months. 
This ehronic disaase "~as, however, 
borne with Christian rosignation-her 
heaviest cross beinc. that she was in­
variably kept from tlie house of prayer 
during the long winter months. But 
When winter was ozer, she not only 
attended all the regular service3 at her 
o~vn chapel, but every Gospel week­
night service held in the district. 
Abo~t thirty-two years ago she was 
admitterl into church fellowship; and 

when at fifty years of age she was 
convinced that believers' baptism was 
the ortlinance of Christ, she hesitated 
not to confess her belief publicly, and 
was immersed at the cx.tinct Baptist 
church meeting in "Windsor-street, 
Essex-road, Lonrlon. 

Remarkably cheerful in spite of 
bodily weakness, there was not a child 
with whom she came in contact who 
did not love her, and nothing gave her 
greater joy than to point these lambs 
to the Good Shepherd. Some years 
ago sho passed many a sleepless night ; 
but so quiet was she tluring these 
"night watches" that her husband was 
not aware of the fact-the silent repe­
tition of favourite hymns and texts of 
Scripture, and prayer for herself and 
others, so soothing the spirit as to 
prevent any restlessness. From the 
moment Mrs. Hytche ga.e her heart to 
Jesus she never had the slightest dread 
of death ; and, in fact, she often spoke 
of death as the opener of the gateway 
of glory. For more than many believers 
she regarded Christ as the Sent One of 
the Father, and not merely as one who 
came to pacify His just wrath. Thus 
she once said to a Christian frienrl who 
had a horror of death, "Why should wo 
fear to go home to onr Father? " 
From the first moment of her religious 
lifo to the last she rested in child-like 
simplicity on the "toning blood of 
Jesus, and hence dearly loved the 
Saviour-and now she "sees the King 
in His beauty." 

So skilful, tenrler, and patient a nurse 
was Mrs. Hytche that a doctor once 
said to her, " Surely yon must be one 
of ~[iss Kightingale's nurses!" One 
friend, who well knew what she had 
been to an ailing husband, thus photo­
graphs her prominent characterist-ic: 
"Earth has one good woman less. Your 
dear wife had in large measure the 
spirit of unselflshness which marks tho 
highest style of woman." 

Physic~! weakness an<l. domestic 
duties precluded any reg_ular ~abour in 
Christ's vineyard. But m private she 
was ever ready to speak a goorl worrl 
for the Master ; and to show inquirers 
that, if true religion is the sole fitter 
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for heaven, it equally bring's God's 
sunshine into this life. She also re­
joiced to hear of any effort made to 
bring the masses into fellowship with 
.Jesus; and thus was the faithful sup­
porter and adviser of her husband in 
hie varied efforts to evangelise the 
outcast and destitute classes. Especially 
was she interested in the Field Lane 
Ragged Church, which he and a friend 
organised in 1852, and which, as it was 
the first, is still the largest ragged 
church in London. She was also much 
interested in the offorts made by the 
"Army Scripture Roadors' Society " to 
win our soldiers for Jesus; and pre­
ferred its organ, The British Flag, to 
every other religious magazine, simply 
because it is so full of Christ, and is 
marked by such an unsectarian spirit. 
Unscctarian herself, she loved all who 
"love the Lord Jesus in sincerity." 
Thus of her chosen sisters in Christ 
one is nn Episcopalian, her oldest fa a 
Wesleyan class - leader, another is a 

Presbyterian, and the other was the 
wife of a Baptist minister-a lady of 
remarkable piety and usefulness, who 
reached the Holy City first . 

Wo havo no dying words to re­
port of our departed sister. After 
family worship on J\Iarch 21st, in 
which the 138th Psalm was read with 
the comment that" the third verse will 
be a good text for you to go to bed 
with," she retired to 1·est. But when 
her husband awoke in the morning, he 
found her lying dead by his side. 
Thus, called homo without a struggle, 
'' she was not, for God took her." 

The Rev. H. Dowson, late Principal 
of Manchester Baptist College, officiated 
at her funeral, on the 27th March, at 
Highgate-long the cemetery of her 
choice-and gave a most impressive 
address. On llfrs. Hytche's headstone 
will be inscribed, as an unadorned 
epitome of her religious experience, 
"She died, as she lived, in tho faith 
and hope of the Gospel." 
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A NOTABLE WARNING."' 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THI! METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY 0. B. SPURGEON. 

"By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet,moved with 
fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned 
the world, and became heir, of the righteousness which is by faith."­
HEBREWS xi. 7. 

NoAB, in his day, was a preacher of righteousness. "Being dead, he 
yet spe~keth." By his example he shall be a preacher of righteousness 
in this congregation to-night. Among his own generation he was 
remarkably unsuccessful. Although he delivered his message during a 
hundred and twenty years, we do not read that he ever made a single 
convert. Still the good man persevered in his ministry until his testi­
mony was verified, and their doom was sealed by God's sending the 
deluge and sweeping away his obdurate hearers. I hope that the echo 
of his prea~hing may have a happier res?-lt as it breaks on your e:3:rs. 
God grant it may be the means of callmg many t_o true and genmne 
repentance, and that the seal which shall be set to the testimony which 
Noah bears, though he be dead, shall be a seal of life unto life, and not 
of death unto death to us. · 

I. Proceeding at once to the text, we observe that " NOAH w AS w ARNED 
OF Goo OF THINGS NOT SEEN AS YET ;'' AND HEREIN HE RESEMH;l.ES ALL OF 
US, OR CERTAINLY THE MOST OF US. 

The things of which Noah was warned by God did not see1i1 very likely 
to happen at the time. To the prescienee of the creature they were fur from 
probabfo; but in the purpose of the .Almighty they 1cere surely ordained. In 
tender mercy, therefore, He sent an intimation of them to His chosen servant. 
So, too, dear friends, you and I have been warned-concerning matters 
not seen as yet, some of which seem to the apprehension of flesh and 
blood almost fabulous ; though God has revealed them to us in the sure 
Word of His truth. 

Shall I mention the things of which we have been warned? We 
have repeatedly been admonished, both by Scripture and by the mouths 
of God's ministers, that llhen ue die ice shall not cease to exi.~t. H, like 
the cattle of the field, when we ceased to breathe we ceased to be, and 
for us there were no hereafter to be dreaded or desired, it would matter 
little how we passed our transient lives. But as there is another and 
a future state, we are counselled and cautioned by the mouth of reve­
lation so to live this life that the next life may not be grim with 
h'.lrrors when we come to enter upon it. No sooner is the soul parted 
from the body than it enters upon this separate existence, in which 
state it will continue until the trump of the archangel shall arouse the 
slumbering body to be again wedded to the soul. The soul doth but 
depart when the flesh dissolves. ·when Lazarus the beggar fell asleep 
the angels carried his spirit into Abraham's bosom; and when Dives 

• This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting a.nd trans'atiagisreservei!. 
No: 247, NEw SERIES. 
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he rich man also died the current of his consciousness continued to 
flow on, for " in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and he 
saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom." Our Lord tells us 
not to fear those that can destroy the body, for they have no more then 
that they can do ; but He bids us fear Him that is able to cast both 
body and S"oul into hell. He tells us that some will go away into ever­
lasting punishment, and others into life eternal. This earthly career 
is but the beginning of life. The present world is only the porch and 
vestibule of our existence. It becomes us, therefore, in the prospect of 
these things "not seen as yet" to behave ourselves as men who fully 
believe and faithfully prepare for those momentous realities that shall 
ere long dawn upon us. 

The second advent of our Redeemer is another thing not seen as yet, 
but clearly shown in Scripture. The Lorcl Jesus, 11:ho u:ent up to hea,ven 
from ]}fount Olivet, 1cill so eome iu like manner as His disciples saw Him go up 
into heaven. To faith's foreseeing eye the appearing of the Lord is always 
near, and to the listening ear of the faithful the prospect is always 
welcome. " 0 sing unto the Lord a new song. He cometh to ,juclge the 
earth 1cith righteousness, and the people il'ilh eljuity." The day will soon 
dawn when the Lord Jesus Christ shall sit upon the throne of His 
Father, and shall gather all nations before Him as a shepherd gathers 
his flocks; and when gathered, He shall divide them the one from the 
other, as the shepherd dividrith the sheep from the goats, and He shall 
set the sheep on the right hand and the goats on the left. We shall be 
there, not as mere spectators, but as actual participators in the awards 
of that august assize. Before that tribunal every one of us must stand. 
There, at the apocalypse of the Lord Jesus Christ, men shall be judged 
in the body for the deeds done in the body, whether they be good or 
evil. Surely, the weal or the woe that awaits this crisis is something 
to be warned of. It is a matter whereof we should ever be mindful, 
since for every idle word that a man shall speak he will have to account, 
and not a thought can escape the recording angel, nor a secret, however 
dark, remain undiscovered. No precautions will spare the most private 
co=unications from being published on the housetops. Surely, such 
a warning demands of us that we should be wary of all our ways I 

Little, too, as you may reckon on a future retribution, you are 
earnestly warned of the resurrection of the body. These limbs and 
nerves and organs of ours, that seem to us the very sum of our vitality, 
shall be shorn of their activity, without any severance from their 
accountability. Unless Christ shall come meanwhile we must fall into 
that last sleep, put off this mortal coil, and the worms shall devour this 
body. But, though it be so, the body shall rise again. "In my flesh," 
says Job, "shall I see God." This very body which shall be put into 
the grave-not the same particles, not the same substance, but still 
the same body for identity-shall rise again out of its tomb, as the seed 
rises afresh out of the soil in which it is sown, changed in many 
respects, but still coinciding in its nature, the wheat that was dropped 
into the furrow at seed time and the wheat that is reaped at the 
harvest. In the case of the righteous they shall come forth as a flower 
whose beauty shall astonish heaven, and whose fragrance shall make 

. eternity glad ; in the case of the wicked, doubtless, there shall be a full 
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development of that hideous deformity whieh proceeds from a nature 
defiled by sin, and the loathsome vegetation that springs up shall be in 
the ripeness of its shame as repulsive to the entire universe as it has 
ever been in its secret germ to the Creator. Now, men and women, do 
you not see that since your bodies must rise and resume the exercise of 
the physical senses, with keener perceptions of pain or pleasure, the 
terror of dying unregenerate is so imminent that it behoves you to 
shrink from every kind of sin, and renounce every thought of wanton­
ness? The bodies that become instruments of unrighteousness shall 
share the pangs and tortures that afflict the doomed. spirits that are 
driven forth from the presence of the Holy One. The limbs and mem­
bers of our corporeal framG, that have been the ministers to our carnal 
lusts, shall have their share of the whips and scourges that must fall 
upon -us if we die unpardoned and unwashed in the precious blood. 
Put, then, these three things together-an immortal existence, resur­
rection of the body, and judgment for both body and soul, and surely 
no one warned of the deluge had such a startling intimation as you and 
I have received when these three truths are brought plainly before us! 

But after the ,iud!Jinent -will come the execution of the .~entenee. Lightly 
as some may affect to think of the wrath to come, I have no sympathy 
with their indifference. The hell, interpret it as you m<ty, of which the 
Saviour spoke as such an awful menace, c;.n scarcely be conceived of 
by any thoughtful person as a mere privation of pleasure. Torments 
unutterable are implied by Him who speaks of "the place where their 
worm dieth not, and where their fire is not quenched." You may be 
prone to ridicule the picture, but I beseech you not to risk the doom. 
You may be pleased with some plausible arguments against the 
perpetuity of future punishment, or you may persuade yourself that 
the horror is exaggerated. Yet I implore you not to trust your conceit 
that iniquity can be indulged with impunity. It is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God ! " Beware ye that forget God," 
sa.i.th He, " lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver you !" 
" Our God is a consuming fire." Men may trifle with the future, but 
this Book will lend them no countenance. What words that were ever 
uttered by medii.eval preachers, horrible as were some of the pictures 
they drew, could exceed the terrible denunciations of our Saviour in 
reference to the last state of the wicked ! There are no expressions 
that can rival, or even come near to, the expressions which those loving 
lips used. I am sure He would not scare men with fictions. It was no 
aim of His to cry "fire" merely for the sake of frightening. But it was 
love-wondrous love, strong yet tender-that reigned in the heart 
of Jesus, and made Him careful not to conceal from them the guilt of their 
sins, or the horrors which that guilt would surely entail. So intent was 
He on their salvation, that He would not keep back those solemn warn­
ings which might prevent their recklessly committing themselves to a 
current which must ultimately engulf them in ,endless torment. 

Now, my dear hearers, these are the things of which you have been 
warned. Noah was warned of a deluge which would clear the earth of 
all its inhabitants, whilst it cleansed the ground of its pollutions, 
leaving none alive hut those that were in the ark. You are warned of a 
deluge of fire, that will sweep men's bodies and souls away, and secure 
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life, eternal life, to none but to those who find refuge at the foot of 
the cross of Jesus Christ. Like Noah, then, you have had a distinct 
warning. 

II. Now, observe that NOAH BELIEVED THE WARNING THUS RECEIVED. 
I wonder how many of us resemble Noah in this respect t What 

think ye? Have one half or one fourth of us heeded what we have 
heard, or believed what we have been told, as Noah believed? He 
accepted tlte simple testimony of God that a deluge woukl come, u·itltout 
asking for any further evidence. He was warned of things not seen as 
yet. He never inquired for a sign, or expected a token. He took it as 
being God's warning, and he relied upon it as being true. He was as 
sure that there would be a deluge as if he already saw the fountains of 
the great deep broken up. If we sincerely believe God we must cease 
from scruples, and no more parley with doubts than we would play 
with facts. We must be as certain that His word is true as though we 
saw it with our eyes. Enough for us that God says so. This is the right 
way to honour Him. You often take a man's word without anything to 
back it up; such confidence have you in the man's character, so sure 
are you that he cannot lie, that you give him the utmost credit. Ought 
we not to take God's word with a certainty that He cannot lie, that He 
is too good ever to deceive us, too great, too noble to tell us anything 
that is not true ? If we just accept what He says on His own ipse dixit, 
we do God more honour than all the psalms and hymns that we can 
ever sing to His praise, even though they should be accompanied by the 
grandest music that human skill ever composed. To-believe God is to 
do Him honour, and this is what is required of us, to believe the warn­
ing as it comes to us from God. 

Noah had a difficulty which we have not just now to encounter, 
inasmuch as he was in a minority of one. There may, perhaps, have 
been some of his family who were struck with the tidings, but apart 
from them he was the only man in the world who believed in the 
delu~e. When he went to his work he was. scouted, jeered at, and 

· possibly maltreated. "It was ridiculous," they would say, "of the old 
man, poor dotard, to build that large ship .on the dry la.nd, with 
the apprehension that the waters would one day reach as high as 
yonder mountains ! " Every time it rained, no doubt, the periodical 
wit of the day poured forth fresh taunts. Or, did they want to name a 
fool, they mentioned Noah. " You are as big a fool as Noah " would be 
the drunkard's proverb. What could seem to them a stranger 
infatuation ? But with him there was the courage of conviction. 
He never flinched. His faith was proof against all the blows of the 
ungodly. Let the whole world go against him, be would stand up for 
God's word. He needed no sympathy to strengthen him, being 
fully persuaded that God was true if every man should prove a liar. 
This is the kind of faith which the eternal God deserves of us. What 
He reveals it becomes us to rely upon, in the teeth of science, 
J3hilosophy, and popular opinion. All evidence is of the earth, earthy ; 
and when it runs apparently counter to the sure word of the Lord, 
though ten thousand voices may be lifted up against us, we will give 
heed to Him that speaketh to us from heaven. 
l;. Moreover, Koalt held to his belief during the space of a ltundrerl and 



A NOTABLE WARNl:<IG. 145 

twenty years, and yet all that n·hile there 11Y1.~ nothing to ,mpport it. 
At Jhst, when Noah laid hold of this truth that there would be 
a deluge, there were, perhaps, a few people in the world who believed 
as he did. I suppose that some of the patrfarchs had not then fallen 
asleep, but every year Noah lived these dropped off one by one, till at 
last, as I have told you before, he found himself in a minority of one; 
but still he stood fast. Now, it is a grand thing to hold to a 
losing cause. When you begin with a few disciples, and they multiply 
and increase, there is an encouragement which bears your spirit up · 
under difficulties; but when the congregation dwindles, when the 
assembly gets thinner and thinner, and when the number of disciples 
becomes 

"Small by degrees and beautifully lees," 

it takes a courageous man, with a firm faith, to hold to what he 
had before taught. This is what Noah did. For a hundred and twenty 
years he went on with his shipbuilding, and the gathering together of 
his great menagerie, and collecting all the various foods necessary for 
those creatures, never once doubting God, never once, that we hear of, 
staggering at the promise through unbelief ; never dreaming that God 
would suffer him to be coµfounded, but ever confident that as sure as 
God was God he would honour the faith that leaned upon Him. 

Now, in the case before us, we, through Divine grace, have been 
warned of some dreadful things, but there are many persons 11.'ho ertnnot 
believe in their tl'!tth, or say they cannot, and one of the reasons they give 
for discrediting them is, that for God to judge wul condemn men appears to 
them too se1:ere, and shocks their sense of reetitwle. I will not say that I think 
they are utterly insincere, and that this plea of theirs is only a pretence, 
though I certainly might say as much as that without any serious 
scruple. But I will rather deal with their objection as if they really 
thought it sound, though surely nothing can be farther removed from 
reason. Is it too severe a thing, forsooth, for God to punish sin! Now, 
let us look at facts, and look up to the God with whom we have to 
deal. It is of no use for us to raise a question as to what God ought to 
be in His attributes or in His government, as some blasphemers do. 
Let us think of what He really is, as He has made Himself known 
to us. Is He that kind of benevolent, effeminate Being that some 
delight to describe Him, all love and gentleness, without any justice or 
judgrnent ? He is love-glorious truth ! He bath benevolence to the 
full, but there is in Him far more than this to challenge our admiration 
and our awe. Is it not a fact that the God whom we worship, ancl 
~hom some of us love with all our heart, but against whom others rail, 
IS very terrible in His mighty acts 'l Did you ever hear Mr. Woolff tell 
the story of Aleppo being swallowed up by an earthquake? Suddenly 
awakened one morning, he scarcely knew how, he went ou~ide of 
Aleppo. He turned his head a moment, and where that great mty had 
been there was a vacuum, and Aleppo had all been swallowed up. Who 
did that? Who but God ! Have you never heard of the earthquake at 
Lisbon, and of the population of that great city being sucked down and 
consumed? Have you never heard of whole islands disappearing, 
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being suddenly submerged with the inhabitants, and not a wi·eck left 
behind? Did you never hear of tornadoes, and of ships with hun~eds 
on board being driven to the bottom of the sea by the force of the wmd, 
by the raging of the storm, or rather, by the resistless voice of Him 
whom winds and waves obey? Why, such fearful calamities happen so 
frequently, that we are wont to read almost every day of some heart­
rending disaster, now an explosion in a coal-pit, then a collision 
on the railway, and anon, a steamer sinks within sight of shore. 
Though some of these tragedies are to be traced to human carelessness, 
and others are purely accidental, yet there remain those which no 
prescience of mortals could forestall, and we rightly call them " visita­
tions," for they are utterly unavoidable. Hurricanes, tornadoes, and 
earthquakes will be always occurrent, I suppose, as long as the world 
continues. Still, "the earth is the LoRn's, and the fulness thereof; the 
world and they that dwell therein." The God of Providence whom we 
adore baffles our little wisdom by the ills He permits, and the elements 
He lets loose, but I bow before Him with a love that is not diminished 
by the convulsive shocks of nature, or the sorrows that taint our feeble 
race on land and ocean, at home and abroad, because I believe Him to 
be good, immensely good, in the roughest tempests as well as in the 
clearest calm, though I cannot understand the way that He takes. 
But you, in your presumption, demand further proof, and suspend yolll· 
homage till He shall be pleased to explain to you that which your 
researches cannot find out; and He will give you no reply, no explana­
tion; He will let the difficulty be before you, to humble your heart, or 
to flatter you in your foolish scepticism. And yet you might clear it up 
if you would believe Him. If you will not believe, neither shall you be 
established. Take a survey of time if you will. Dig down as deep as 
the geologist will take you into the rocks that lie below the surface of 
the earth, and what do you see when you have dived as low as you 
can ? .And what do you see there but death ? There are relics of 
myriads and myriads of creatures of all shapes and forms, from the 
minute insect up to the mammoth and the mastodon. They are all 
defunct, many of them having died writhing in agony, as their fossil 
remains will show us. For ages beyond count death has reigned. 
Ever since the time of Adam what has this world been but one huge 
cemetery, one vast burial-ground? Ask, then, who slew all these. I 
say sin did it, but God sent death into the world because sin came 
there. Now I will ask you if the God who allowed all these beings to 
pass away, many of them in cruel torture-the God who has stamped 
the whole world with the seal manual of "death," is He not a terrible 
God ? God, the mighty God, of whom Moses spake, and of whom in 
after days Habakkuk sung that He came from Paran, and the Holy One 
from Mount Pisgah, when Sinai was altogether on a smoke, and they 
trembled as they heard His awful voice, and besought that they might 
not hear that voice any more ! Oh yes ! the Lord our God, the God of 
nature, the God of the Bible, is awful in His majesty, terrible in His 
judgments, and in His holiness far remote from the approach of 
mortals. Unto Him you cannot draw near unless it be in the person of 
the Mediator. But when you see God in Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself, how benignantly He smiles! His grace softens His great-
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ness ; the gift of His beloved Son unfolds His goodness. The riches of 
His mercy tempei· the rule of His might :-

" The God who rules on high, 
And thunders when He please ; 

That rides upon the stormy skies, 
And manages the seas-

This awful God is ours, 
Our Father and our Friend." 

In the face of these facts it <loes not seem to me to be so extra­
ordinary a thing that God should punish men for sin. When I see how 
He has left those creatures to perish who do not share with us the 
moral-responsibility to own His government, consigning brute animals 
beyond count to death without any offence on their part; when I see 
Him in this world every now and then manifest His power by smiting 
creatures whose common perversity has not been aggravated by any 
special or remarkable offence, it seems to me that there is little show of 
reason in representing Him as supremely indifferent to the character 
and cornlnct of those creatures whom He has endowed with intelligence 
and placed under law. On the other hand, we might safely and surely 
infer that the righteous God will punish the guilty. 

But then somebody says, " 1Ve harn no evidence that God will punish 
sin." This is a gross falsehood. We have evidence, abundant evidence. 
of this. I have not patience with such an excuse. We have evidence, 
indication, and testimony, that we can show you any day, if you are 
only candid enough to look at it. First, those of us who believe in God, 
and receive His Word, find evidence in that very deluge of which we are 
now speaking, a flood that destroyed the whole population of the globe 
at a time when it was probably far more thickly peopled than it is now. 
For as men lived in prediluvian times to be six, eight, or nine hundred 
years of age, the population must have multiplied rapidly and the gcne-
1·ations passed off slowly. And it was because the habits of men were 
vile, and the lands they inhabited were filled with violence, that the 
Almighty swept them away with summary vengeance. Then I might 
remind you that the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, when God 
l'ainod fire and brimstone out of heaven upon the cities of the plain, is 
always associated with the sin of Sodom, and the delinquency of its 
inhabitants. So, too, the overthrow of the Egyptians at the Red Sea 
was a chastisement of pride, and a vindication of the oppressed. AI1;d 
because the measure of their iniquity was full, and the vileness of their 
habits cried,to heaven for vengeance, the nations of Canaan were given 
up to the slaughter, till their names should be erased from the eart!'i. 
Recollect the siege of Jerusalem, recorded in profane as we~ as m 
sacred history. What a terrible picture it supplies of a retribut10n ~ong 
before predicted, which fell the more heavily for the expostulat10ns 
that had been often heard and neve1· heeded by a race to whom God 
had shown the greatest favour. But I need not dwell further on the 
recorlls of history. As I have said, I could show you this evidence to 
your faces. Do you ask me for the proofs ? Yes ; but I charge you 
to look at them. Have you never seen living men who have borne upon 
their brows Goll's brand of punishment for sin? Did you never mark 
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the ·spendthrift in his rags, exemplifying how God punishes extra­
vagance and reckless riot? Have you never gone through the wards of 
a hospital, and had whispered into your ear by the surgeon or the 
physician that sins of the flesh sow the seeds of suffering, while the 
disease is as loathsome as the transgression that produced it. Why 
should I blush to expose to your own hearts the vices you foster, when 
you have the proof therein, which you strive in vain to parry, that men's 
bodies here are exposed to such corruption as is a faint foretaste of the 
second death. Is it not a presentiment of the torments of hell when 
the fever burns in the flesh, the bones rot, the brain is on fire, and the 
soul becomes: the prey of angnish? Oh t sirs, it is a base lie that God 
does not take vengeance. He has set down to every sin its meet.recom­
pense, and if some sins seem to you to pass unpunished here, it is 
because God, of His patience and long-suffering, has held in abeyance 
the righteous judgment He holds in reserve. God does punish sin, and 
He will vindicate His law to the letter. This seems to me a truth that 
is forced upon us. If you suppress it in the busy hours of the day, it 
will startle you in the night watches. There must be a future judg­
ment, and that judgment must be followed with awards so terrible, that 
the penalties of everlasting condemnation shall make men gnash their 
teeth at the transient pleasures they purchased so dearly. I marvel 
that the light of nature does not dispel your infatuation, who think it 
strange and incredible. I cannot understand the current of your 
thoughts. 

But I have heard some say, "I cannot belie-ve i.t; it is so shocking!" 
Now come here; I will tell you a very horrible thing. You have got a 
pistol; it is loaded. If you point it in the right direction, and discharge 
it, it will blow your brains out! "I don't believe it," says one: "it is 
too horrible!" Do not try it. Do not try it; for, horrible as it is, it 
will come to pass. Sin is suicide, when committed with a full view of 
the certain consequence. Here is a dose of poison. I am about to tell 
you something else to make you shudder. If you drink that baneful 
cup, it will send fire through all your veins, and you will not live more 
than sixty seconds. " Too cruelto be credited,'' says one; "I don't believe 
it!" Well, don't try it, I say again, don't try it, for, frightful as it is, 
God will not alter the laws of nature to spare your sensibilities. It is a 
very direful thing, you think, that should a man go to sea in a leaky 
vessel the sea will swallow his vessel up. It is a shame to mention it, 
is it not? There are all those passengers, the men and their wives and 
children, anticipating a merry voyage, but if there are holes in the 
bottom of the vessel the water will flow in. Violate the laws of nature 
at your peril : they will not yield to your pressure. Resolve to hold 
your ground courageously, but you will most certainly be crushed. 
What force can any of you bring against the fixed laws of God? Look 
at the ten commandments ; listen to their prohibitions ; and learn to 
revere their rectitude. Infringe any one of them, and though you may 
escape private censure and public prosecution, the Almighty Potentate 
will cause the punishment to OVf)rtake you. Trifle not with the 
warning; believe it, for your cavils will not be credited; your scepticism 
lacks sincerity; your liking for your own lusts corrupts your conscience; 
you- breathe the fcetid atmosphere of sin, therefore you cannot be 
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persuaded of the punishment. But oh! if you did believe in the judg­
ment to come as Noah believed in the deluge, then, moved by fear, you 
might be led to fly to the Saviour now, and so find a means of escape. 

III. This passes me on to a third point. As Noah was warned, and 
believed the warning, so he ACTED UPON THE BELIEF that the u·arning 
should make him 1cary. Many who believe the warning are slow to 
arouse themselves, and seek to avert the danger. Strange, that 
religious beliefs should so often lie dormant in men's minds, and not 
excite them to any diligence! Remember, the first thing Noah did 
after he had received the warning was that he mentally acted upon it. 
He was " moved with fear." I do pray you who are unconverted 
to think about the future. I want you to be" moved with fear." Not 
that I want you to be long in bondage to fear; but fear is better for you 
than false confidence, and may lead yon to seek a happier state than 
your present. You need some impulse to move you, and perhaps fear 
will prove the best motive power. It would be a dreadful thing to die 
unsaved ! Oh ! may your souls feel a horror at the very thought, that 
so you may be moved. 

Then Noah went to icork practically, and what did he do? He was 
commanded to build an ark. The work that Noah did was what God 
bade him do. If we would be saved, we must not go about to save our• 
selves in our way; we must accept God's way of salvation. Noah had 
orders as to how to build the ark-the size of it, the form of it, the 
windows of it, and the doors of it. We must come to this Book, and 
ask what we must do to be saved, with a willing heart, desiring to be 
obedient to the Lord's plan in all particulars. . 

Noah, after resolving to be delivered from the flood, continued perse­
veringly ut it. He that would enter into eternallife must persevere. It 
is not professing to be a Christian to-day, and then abandoning it to­
morrow. It is a life-work, and we must hold on to the end. 

1.Voah set ab011t a business which cost him 11111,:h. I doubt not all that he 
had, and his reputation for sanity into the bargain. So, if thou wouldst 
be saved, thou must put up with any cost, and be willing to wear 
a fool's cap, and a fool's coat if need be, so that thou mayst enter into 
eternal life. . 

There is one difference, however, between us and Noah, and a very 
important one. Noah had to malce an ruk to save himself in, ancl ice have 
not. Our ARK is already prepared for us. We have not to prepare the 
ark, but only to enter the ark that is already prepared for us. The 
way of salvation, you know, is this-Jesus Christ has taken upon 
Himself the sins of His people. God has punished Christ instead 
of punishing us, and if we trust Christ, then we prove that Christ died 
for us ; that Christ was punished instead of us ; and then, as_ God 
cannot punish, and honestly will not punish any sin twic~, first rn the 
Substitute and then in us, if our Surety was punished rn our stea~, 
we are clea~. Our debts to Divine justice, we may b~ ~ssured, if 
we trust Christ, were all paid by Him upon the tree ; paid m agomes, 
and groans, and death. To trust Jesus, then, is to enter into the ark of 
salvation; it is to be saved, 

Now, let me observe, concerning Christ as an ark, one or two points 
of correspondence among many others which might be noted. 
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First, that there is but one. There was but one ark, and there is only one 
Saviour, only one way of salvation. Do not say, "I am sincere in my 
way, and you are sincere in yours, and we shall be both right." I tell 
you, unless yon believe in Jesus your sincerity will be of no service to 
yon. Jesus Christ Himself declares-" He that believeth and is bap­
tised shall be saved: he that believeth not shall be damned." Not a 
word about those who do not believe being sincere, and may therefore 
be saved. No, you must believe in Jesus, or there is no hope of heaven 
for you. There was but one ark; there is but one Christ. 

And that one Ark is 1miting for you. The door is not shut yet. God 
grant it may not be until you have entered! Jesus waiteth to be 
gracious. Methinks I hear the silver trumpet sound, and as I catch the 
notes they are these-" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you ·rest." "The Spirit and the Bride say, 
Come; and let him that heareth say, Come; and whosoever will, let 
him come and take of the water of life freely." The Ark is ready; it is 
waiting for you. One day, however, it will be too late for you to enter. 
As soon as the good man of the house has risen up and shut to the 
door, all entrance will be denied. There are no prayer meetings, 
probably, anywhere so earnest as those which are held in hell; but 
there are no answers to their prayers. They sigh, and cry, and groan; 
but all in vain. Even a prayer for a drop of water, our Saviour tells 
us, was denied, so that eternal life will certainly be refused. Once 
enter into Christ, and you are saved. Believe in Jesus, and it is no 
hap-hazard; you are saved, beyond all fear; but ont of Christ your 
ruin is equally certain. See the deluge coming, and the floods begin to 
rise from below, and the rain pours down for long hours, one after the 
other. I think I see the men and women climbing to the housetops; 
then they seek the tallest trees. Now they leave the valleys; and now 
they have climbed to the hills. The stronger ones amongst them have 
got up to the mountain's side ; but, climb as fast as they can, the 
waters dog them at their heels, like wolves athirst for blood. Some of 
them plunge boldly in, perhaps, and attempt to swim to the ark. But, 
no; the door is closed! Noah is within and safe; but they have passed 
the day of mercy. They have rejected his invitations, and scoffed at 
his warnings; and now, while the pitiless rain, rain, rain, descends, 
and never ceases, and the mighty floods come pouring up in water­
spouts and cataracts, men die unheeded and unpitied because they 
wilfully put from them their life and rejected mercy. Shall this be your 
case, my dear friends? ·we are a great assembly to-night, but we shall 
be a far greater assembly in " that tremendous day whose coming none 
can tell,'' but which as a thief-unheard, unseen-is stealing on. Oh, 
how dread will be that assembly when Christ shall have gathered out 
His elect, and have saved them I Then comes the reaper with the 
sickle to cut down the ungodly, and to bind the tares up in bundles. If 
you are among them you will not be able to escape. They fall before 
him I Amidst confusion, terror, and alarm, they fall! And now you 
are in the reaper's hand, and you are reaped and cast into the fire! 
God grant that the picture may never be realised, but that you may 
to-night, even to-night, fly for refuge to the hope that is set before you 
by believing in Christ ! 
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I do conjure you, let these feeble words of mine have such weight with 
you as their sense demands. Look not at the garnishing. If I have 
spoken to you the truth, reject it not. If you have the foolhardiness to 
believe that there will be no hereafter, I will not argue with you. Go 
your way ! I am clear of your blood I But if you believe in the Bible, 
if you believe it to be God's Word, I beseech you to be consistent with 
your beliefs, and act them out. Rush not upon the bosses of J ehovah's 
buckler. Dash not yourselves upon His glittering spear. Tempt not 
the edge of that sword of justice. Fly not into the fire, 0 sinner, as a 
silly moth that plunges into the candle and destroys itself. But now, 
while God invites and while mercy calls, while the cross is lifted high, 
and the bleeding wounds of Jesus still drop with pity to the sons of 
men,- look to Him. Look and live. There is life in a look at Him now, 
but the clay will come when to look at Him will be death to you, when 
you shall say, "Mountains, hide us t FaU upon us, 0 ye flinty rocks, 
and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth upon the throne ! " That 
face will be as the sun, full of healing, and light, and refreshment to 
you if you look at it now. But if you despise Christ now, He shall 
be as the sun with a vehement heat, scorching, and consuming, and 
devouring. Which shall it be ? I know which way your old will, 
your natural will, will incline. You will choose the pleasures of a day, 
and risk eternal.miseries! But may God's grace be cast into the 
scale t Ohl blessed Saviour, come and cast Thy cross into the scale. I 
see that scale trembling! It quivers I To-night is to be the night of 
decision with some. They will have no more warnings, no more 
opportunities. 

Conscience presses heavily, and we think the right scale will go 
down, But no l There are vanities, and pomps, and pleasures for 
to-morrow, and the thoughts of these come up, and that scale still 
seems to be the weightier. But again the thought of the wrath to come 
comes in, and the sinner says-'' I will repent and turn to God." 
Straightway, again, old companions, and their jests and jeers, which he 
cannot endure, make that scale descend. 0 God t how it quivers! 
How it shakes! How much depends upon it I O Jesus, put Thyself 
into the scale-Thy love, Thy mercy-and let the sinner live! Make 
him to decide. Choose his inheritance for him ; and this night let him 
go forth out of this place with full consent, made "\villing in the day of 
Thy power, to give himself to Thee and be saved! 

God bless you all, dear friends, according to the abundance of His 
grace, for Christ's sake. Amen. 

tssa:ns a:nb Ja:ptn an Jeligtons Snbjtds. 
JOHN CARTER'S GOOD NAME, 

AND HOW HE WON IT. 
CHAPTER VI. 

IT is the custom of the teachers of 
some Sunday schools in a given 

district to meet occasionally, and 
have what is called "a practice 
lesson." For the benefit of the 
uninitiated we will in a few words 
explain the process. Before the 
teachers of the Yarious schools an 



H2 Ei,SAYS AND Pil'RBB ON RELIGIOUS SUJIJBCTS. 

appointed teacher takes his seat in 
a chosen class of boys or girls. The 
preliminary exercises being over, he 
is then expected, before all present, 
to give the scholars what i~ looked 
upon as a kind of model lesson. 
He tells them where the prescribed 
lesson is to be found, and they turn 
to it. They generally then read 
.round as if they were in their 
own Sunday school, and the 
teacher imtructs them in the 
subject in Ms own way. .As may 

· be supposed, this way will vary 
greatly; and Ehould the teacher 
prove to be a first-class hand at 
his work, possessed of originality, 
imagination, humour, tact, and 
general information, the model 
lesson is certain to be both in­
structive and entertaining to all 
present. But while undoubtedly 
this kind of performance is useful, 
it has this serious drawback,-the 
class is not instructed under the 
conditions in which an 01dinary 
teacher is called upon to instruct a 
class in his own school. Before 
such an august, serious, and 
sometimes reverend aseernbly, the 
scholars are sure to be " on their 
good behaviour," and will answer 
to the best of their ability. There 
is no crowding, no noise, and no 
interruption. The teachris almost 
certain to be an educated perl'oll, 
and an adept in the art of teachinu; 
then, moreover, knowing the natu~e 
of the ordeal through which he will 
have to pass, it may be safely as­
sumed that, in order to be" up to 
the mark," he will have taken an 
extra amount of time and given as 
much labour as possible in prepar­
ing for the occasion, Hence, while 
the uned11cated teacher ruay pos­
sibly receive from the formal trial 
some well-furnished hints that may 
be useful to him in the future, still 
he may, if the model leswn is, after 
the Echolars are discharged, unani-

monsly voted "a great success," 
feel disheartened rather than ~n­
couraged by it with the melancholy 
remembrance of his own personal 
deficiencies. We will, th<ffefore, 
take the liberty of l ringing before 
the reader a practice lesson of an 
entirely different kind, and given 
under totally different circum­
stances. The teacher is an ordinary 
one-our friend John Carter, the 
class taught is his own, and ten 
boys are present, all of them evi­
dently the sons of the working­
class. The place in which they 
meet is the new class-room, _ of 
which they are all proud. It is a 
neat, small, and warm room, with 
seats round it, a table in the middle, 
and a chair at the head for the 
teacher. After a brief prayer, 
offered by the teacher, John Carter 
thus proceeds:-

" Now, my lads, can you re­
member what I s,,id last Eunday 
afternoon the lesson is to be to­
day 1" 

'!'he class : " The baptism of 
Christ in Jordan." 

"That is right. Now let us read 
what the three evangelists say about 
it. First turn to Matt. iii. 13-17." 

The teacher reads the thirteenth 
verse, aud the rest follow in turn. 

"Now Jet us see what Mark says 
about it. It is not much. Mark i. 
9-11." 

The scholars turn to it and read. 
"Once more, let us have another 

account--Luke iii. 21-23. Now 
you have read that, let us go 
back again to Matthew. With your 
Testaments open, answer my ques­
tions, and give each answer in tl1e 
lai,guageot Matthew, and all answe1· 
together. Who came from Galilee 
to Jordan 1" 

The class: '' Jesus." 
" Where did Jesus come from 1 " 
"From Galilee to Jordan." 
"To whom did He come P" 
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"To John." 
" What did He come to John 

for 1" 
"To be baptised of- him." 
"What did John say tu Him?" 
"He forbad Him." 
"How did He forbid Him?" 
"He said, 'I have need to be 

baptised of Thee, and comest Thou 
to me l'" 

"What answer did JeRus giver' 
"' Suffer it to be so now ; for thus 

it becometh us to fulfil all righte­
ousness.'" 

'' What di,l John do then 1" 
"He suffered Him." 
"What did Jesus do when He 

WJ.S baptised r 
"He went up straightway out of 

the water." 
" What did He see then f' 
"' Lo l the heavens were opened 

unto Him, and He saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove, and 
lighting upon Hirn.' " 

"And what did He hear 1" 
"A voice from heaven." 
"And what did the voice say?" 
" 'This is My beloved Son, in 

whom I am well pleased.'" 
"Now we have gone through the 

text together, let us have the ex­
planations. Can you tell me how 
far Jesus travelled to be baptfaed 1 
You do not know. Well, I will tell 
you. He in all probability walked 
at least sixty miles. Now that was 
a long way to walk to be baptised, 
was it not 1" 

"It was, sir." 
"You see here is the map, and if 

we trace it by the scale, and sup­
pose that Christ came from Naz~­
reth to the place in Galilee where 
John was baptising, if He took a 
short cut across the country He 
would have that distance to travel. 
And mark this, my boys, the roads 
wouldn't be like our~, nicely laid 
out and prepared, for they haven't 
many of that sort in P,destine ; 1 

He'd have rather a rough and tire­
some journey, I gues~. Now tell 
m~ what lessons we are to learn 
from this fact.'' 

George : " To think a deal of 
baptism." 

Timothy: '' To be willin' to put 
ourselves about to be baptised.·' 

Joseph : " Not to be baptised till 
we can walk.'' (A laugh.) 

"Come, that's not bad, Joseph; 
but it would hardly suit some 
cripples. I saw a minister once 
baptise a poor cripple who couldn't 
without assistance walk a yard, and 
he had to carry her down the steps 

.of the baptistery, and then lift her 
out again. Now your rule wouldn't 
have suited her." 

Ben: No, Mr. Carter, but it 
would prevent babies being bap­
tised.'' 

"Nay, not exactly. Harry, you 
have a baby at home, haven't you 1" 

Harry: "Yes; and it's j'ustten 
months old." 

" Can it walk '/" 
Harry: "0 ! it's walked for more 

than a month; it is a sharp 'un !" 
"There, Ben, you see J oseph's rule 

wouldn't do. It would only shut 
out the infants that cannot walk, 
and it would let in all that can. 
But now let us go on. Why did 
John forbid Christ to be baptised 1" 

E"ijah: "Btcause he thought 
more of Christ than he did of 
himself.'' 

Ben: "Because he was very 
humble." 

George : " Because he was a 
sinner, and Christ wasn't." 

Joseph: "Because he thought 
that it would be better for Chriet 
to baptise him with the Holy Ghost 
than for him to baptise Christ in 
the water." 

" Can yon tell me why Christ 
said, ' Suffer it to be so now' ? " 

(A long pause.) 
"I see you cannot answer that 
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question. Let me put two or three 
more, and all answer. What did 
Jesus often call Himself when on 
the earth 1 Remember, I told you 
the other Sunday." 

The class: '' The Son of Man." 
".And what was He beside?'' 
"The Son of God." 
".As the Son of God, where did 

He come down from 1" 
"Heaven." 
"Just so. Now that was wonder­

ful. He was the Son of God, equal 
with the Father, yet He humbled 
Himself and came down to this 
earth to become a man, and live 
and die for us. Turn to Philip­
pians ii., and one of you read from 
the :fifth to the eighth verse, and 
learn what the Apostle says about 
it." 

Ben reads: " Let this mind be in 
you which was also in Obrist Jesus. 
Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God ; but made Himself of no 
reputation, and took upon Him the 
form of a servant, and wa,s made 
in the likeness of men.· .And 
being found in fashion as a man, 
He humbled Himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross." 

" You have read that well, Ben. 
We learn, then, from that passage 
that Christ was a Divine as well as 
a human being, God and man in 
one. Now, as man, He undertook 
to fulfil all God's law and do the 
Father's will. To be baptised was 
a part of the duty He undertook to 
perform, and therefore He says, 
• Suffer it to be so now ' (that is, 
now I am a man), 'for thus it 
becometh us' (meaning principally 
Himself} 'to fulfil all righteousness' 
(or all duty). Do you understand 
it now 1" 

Samuel: ''You mean it was 
His duty because He had become 
a man." 

"Yes; that's the idea. But if it 
became Christ thus to be baptised, 
who else does it become?" 

l'he class : ".All of us." 
'' What, as you are? .Are you all 

Christians 1" 
"No, sir." 
"But I wish you all were. Now, 

if you are not Christians, ought you 
to be baptised ?" 

"No, sir." 
"Who, then, ought to be 1" 
"All who believe on Him." 
"That's right; baptism is a duty 

binding on believers only. But to 
be clear about this, let us turn to 
two or three passages to prove it. 
(They consult Mark xvi. 15, 16; 
.Acts ii. 41, viii. 37.) That will do. 
Now what do we learn from thisf' 

Elijah: "That we don't do right 
if we profess to be Christians, and 
yet are not baptised." 

Ben: "That Christ is to be our 
example." 

Harry: "Not to be ashamed of 
doing it." 

"Those are good lessons, mylaas, 
and I will give you another. When 
Christ 8ays it becomes us to be 
baptised, He means that it is a 
privilege and great honour. It 
' becomes us.' It's the right thing 
to <lo, and the best thing to <lo ; 
it's a great honour thus to follow in 
the footsteps of Christ, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords. But, pass­
ing on, what do we learn from John 
at once consenting to baptise Him, 
after Christ had said this 1" 

Elijah: "To do just what the 
Lord tells us, without stopping to 
ask any more questions." 

" Very good, Elijah ; and it will 
be well with us if we all put that 
lesson into practice. Now, bow was 
Jesus baptised 1" 

George: " He was dipped." 
" Can you prove that from this 

chapter 1" 
"Yes; it says He 'went up 
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straightway out of the water,' so 
He must first have been in it." 

" That's good logic, George ; and 
it seems to me to knock sprinklin' 
and pourin' right on the head. 
Now Jesus, on coming out of the 
water, saw the heavens opened,­
which must have been a glorious 
sight,-and He saw the Spirit of 
God descendin' like a dove, and 
lightin' on Him. And then He 
hears a voice from heaven sayin', 
'This fa My beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased.' This voice was 
the voice of the Father, so you see 
at Christ's baptism there was what 
we call the Trinity. The Sou of 
God was baptised, the Holy Ghost 
crowned Him, and the Father 
owned Him as His beloved Son. 
Now what lessons do we learn from 
these facts ?" 

Timothy: " That God will give 
us His presence when we are 
baptised." 

Charles: "That the Holy Ghost 
took the form of a dove, because 
the dove is innocent, meek, and 
pure." 

Elijah : " That God will own us 
as His children if we act like 
Christ." 

"Now let us turn to Mark, and 
then to Luke, and see if these two 
evangelists teach us anything more 
on this subject.'' 

To these two the class accord­
ingly turn, going through each 
-W:riter in the same way. They 
discover that Mark says Christ 
came from Nazareth to be baptised, 
while Matthew merely says that 
He came from Galilee ; and that he 
also says Christ was baptised in 
Jordan. From Luke they learn 
two or three additional particulars. 
They find out that " when all the 
people were baptised, Christ was 
baptised ; that he was praying at 
the time ; that it was then that 
" the heaven was opened " to Him ; 

and that at the time of His baptism 
He wa.s "about thirty years of age." 
From this additional information 
they discover the utility of compar­
ing what each evangelist says on a 
given subject, and the benefit to be 
derived from collating them, When 
they have thus gone thoroughly 
through the facts, and the lessonl!l 
suggested by them, Mr. Carter, in 
a simple way, sums up briefly what 
they have been taught, putting 
some of the questions over again, 
and getting the class to answer 
them all at once. Thus engaging 
in the same vocal exercise, and 
knowing what to answer, they find 
the time pass away pleasantly and 
rapidly, and in this way teach one 
another. 

And what was the result ? Thir­
teen Sundays of this kind of 
drilling enabled the teacher and 
scholars to traverse the prescribed 
ground, the last Sunday being very 
wisely occupied in a catechetical 
review of the whole subject. On 
the following Lord's-day afternoon, 
Mr. F~ller's examioation before th 
school, parents, and friellds came 
off. To the joy of all concerned, a 
class could hardly have answered 
better. Out of one hundred ques­
tions put,-all of them strictly con­
nected with the narrative,-only 
ten erroneous answers were given. 
The scholars showed an accurate 
acquaintance not only with the 
Scriptural facts taught by the evan­
gelists concerning Christ's early 
life, but also with the chief lessons 
which that part of the Saviour's 
life is intended to convey. At the 
conclusion of the examination, Mr. 
Fuller declared that all the scholars 
were worthy of certificates, which 
he would prepare and give at an 
early day; and theu, _while the 
minister goes home satisfied with 
the result of his experiment, and 
John Carter gets a good name from 



156 ESS.A.YS AND PAP:&B8 ON RXLIGIOUS SUBJ&CT~, 

tbe parents for being such an 
efficient instructor, apd the scholars 
congratulate themselves on their 
success, not the least of the benefits 
flowiDg from this ti·ial is, that 
ordinary teacl1ers learn that, 
although they are but partially 
educated, they can, by the adop­
tion of this simple plan, achieve 
rernlts in imparting Scriptural in­
formation, which, under the pre­
sent system of teaching in a crowded 
room, is almod unknown. 

(To be continued.) 

CALLING THE LAMBS. 

BY WALTER J. MAT!I.AMS, 

"My son, give rue thine heart."­
PROV, xxiii. 26. 

SoME time ago an Indian chief came 
to a missionary of the Guspel, and 
mid, "Missionary, I want to give 
something to Jesus Christ ; will you 
take this belt to Him, and tell Him 
I sent it. See, it is covend with 
gold, and shining with precious 
stones, surely He will accept that. 
'.I:be missionary smiled at the sim­
plicity of tlie chief, and said, "My 
friend, Jesus Christ does not re­
quire your belt, neither gold nor 
precious stones." At this the chief 
was greatly astonished, but, after a 
little thought, he said, "Take my 
bows and arrows to Him, and tell 
Him to use them when Be goes 
out shooting. 1bey will never fail 
Him." The missionary replied, 
'·Jesus does not use bows and 
arrows, and nevff goes out shoot­
ing/: The chief, in great per­
plUhy, called his favourite dog to 

- his side, and, palting the faithful 
creature's neck, said," Jesus doesn't 
-'lfart my belt, nor my bows and 
arrows; take my dog to Him, He 
can surely use him." "No," said 

the missionary, "Jesus doesn't want 
even your dog." The poor chief, 
with tears in his eyes, and bitter 
disappointment within his breast, 
said, "What can I give Jesus, what 
will please Him?" Then suddenly 
noticing the fine warm blanket 
which he wore, he tore it f10m 
his shoulders, and, standing nearly 
naked before the missionary, said, 
"Give Him my blanket, it will 
keep Him warm, He cannot surely 
refuse that." Themissionary quietly 
replied, "Jesus does not even want 
your blanket." This last reply was 
the worst of all to the poor chief, 
who immediately threw himself on 
the ground, and cried bitterly, 
"Jesus doesn't care for anything 
that I would give Him." Then the 
missionary, kneeling on tl1e ground, 
whispered, "You can give some­
thing to Christ." In a moment the 
chief was on bis f, et, and cried, 
"What can I give to Him, tell me, 
I'll give it at once ? Tell me, 
tell me quick." The missionary 
answered, " You can gii:e youTSelf. 
You can gil:e Him your heart. He 
does not wiEh for anything else." 
Then the chief, with great joy, 
clasped his bands, and said, "Lord 
J€sus, you don't want my belt, nor 
arrows, nor dog, nor blanket, take 
me; here I give myself to Thee ; 
Jesus, take my heart, it is thine for 
ever." 

That is just what Jesus, and our 
dear Father in heaven, asks all who 
are here to give Him to-day-our 
hearts, our lives. 

The first question which comes 
to us, is this : 

H71en shall I giu my hwrt to 111y 
God and 8ai·iour .i 

Simply and briefly, the answer 
lied in one word,-.iYow. 

We should give Him our hearts 
now in our early youth, because 
He asks for them now. Let us 
remember that it is a Father alto-
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gether kind and loving, who re­
quires this gift at our hands, What 
should we do if an earthly father, 
who is very affectionate, were to 
request us to give him something 
we owned? Should we say," No, 
I'll keep it; I would rather look 
after it myself l" If that were our 
answer, we should show but very 
little gratitudt', and have but a 
poor idea of our duty to obey. 
Rather let me believe that each one 
would gay, "Yes, father, you are 
always right, take it and let it be 
yours.'' Now if we would give up 
anything like that to our earthly 
parents, ought we not to yield 
up our hearts at once when 011r 
Heavenly Father wishes to receive 
them 1 Surely yes. He is far 
kinder and more worthy our grati­
tude and obedience than the nearest 
and dearest on earth. He has done 
more, and always will do more, for 
us than they. He·will be with us 
in all our troubles, will cheer us 
when we are sad, will guide us 
when in difficulty, will stand by 
our side in prosperity, when the 
gilded allurements of pleasure 
tern pt us to fall, and will even 
walk with us through the valley of 
the shadow of death and take us to 
His home. 

It u-ill please Him more if 1u gire 
ourselres to Him non· than if u·e put 
it off until old age. 

1 "ill tell you a parable. Years 
and years ago a great king deter­
mined to invade the dominions of 
another king in revenge for many 
wrongs which the other had done 
him; but knowing the weakness of 
his own army, and the strength of 
the enemy, he resolved not to start 
his expedition for five years, so that 
he might have time to gather re­
cruits, and by numbers and strength 
and skill ensure a victory. He 
therefore sent out a proclamation 
through his realm, bidding every 

subject who was willing to join his 
army to appear before him as early 
as possible. Multitudes came, for 
they loved their king, and the ranks 
were composed of the noblest, 
wisest, and bravest among men. 
One day as he descended into his 
courtyard to receive those who 
offered their services, an old man, 
bent with the weight of years, came 
forward and knelt before his master, 
and said," Oh! king, I have come 
to do what I can for thee in fight­
ing for my country. Accept me." 
" Hast thou come to fight !" said 
the king. "Thou art too old to do 
anything now. Thou hast had no 
experience of war, and knowest not 
how to wield the sword, nor how to 
plan a successful battle. Ah ! thou 
seest I know thee. Fifty years 
since, when I ascended the throne, 
it was my duty to fight against my 
father's foe; then, as now, I deter­
mined not to b gin for five years. 
In the meanwhile I gathered 
strength ; the young and healthy 
came, and my army was invin­
cible. In my walks acout the city 
I had noticed thee. Thou wast 
strong, broad-chested, and full of 
vigour. I longed for thee to come 
and offer thy service, rmt thou 
didst not ; so I sent messengers to 
thee with gentle mes.ages, asking 
thee to join us, for I would not 
compel thee. Thou wert wedded to 
thy pleasures and thy money; thou 
wouldst not come. Now in thy old 
age thou canst not help me. Hadst 
thou been with me in thy youth, 
to-day thou mightst have sat with 
me in the council. Nevertheless, 
though thy opportunity w~s allowed 
to slip by I accept thy will for the 
deeds which thou caust not do'." 
Then calling a boy of fifteen to the 
foot of his throne, he said to him,_ 
" Brave boy, thou dost please me~ 
more than yonder old man, because 
I can train thy powers for future 
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usefulness in my came. Thou art 
welcome." 

Even as that boy pleased the 
king more by coming in his early 
youth than the old man, so will you 
cause your Heavenly Father to be 
glad if you say," Father and King, 
while I am young I give myself to 
Thee, train me for Thy service." 
Samuel, the great prophet of Israel, 
was only a boy when he began to 
serve his God. In the temple he 
learnt the sacredness of a prophet's 
calling, and saw how much training 
is required before a man can serve 
his God as he ought. David was 
the Almighty's servant on the 
plains, where he tended his father's 
sheep, and when he grew up he was 
better able to rule over turbulent 
men, because God had ruled over 
his own heart, and taught him that 
in goodness lies the true power of a 
king. And we have the word of 
the Bible, which is always right, 
telling us that both these great 
men were pleasing to the Lord, 
because they were wholly given to 
Him from their earliest youth. 

Be like them. Enter the service 
of God to-day. He bids you come. 
Ha promises to help you onwards. 
He will fit you for a grand, good 
life on earth, and a better in heaven, 
Come, for as the angels in heaven 
rejoice over the sinner that repents, 
so will they make the streets of the 
beautiful city ring with sweetest 
anthems this very hour, if you will 
but say-

" Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal 
it, 

Seal it from Thy courts above." 

Again-
It u·dl be far easier to gi-i-e our­

-~ehes to the Lord u'l1ile u·e are young 
than in old age. 

You have been a very short time 
in the world, and think, perhaps, that 
I am mistaken in what I say. There 

are so many things to engage your 
attention, such as pastimes, enjoy­
ments, and pleasant labours, that 
you think you could more easily 
give yourself to the Lord when old 
age has come upon you, and you 
have no longer any desire for plea­
sure, than at the present time, 
when everything seems to say, 
"Enjoy yourselves while young, 
and have no seriou~ thoughts of the 
future." It is quite natural for you 
to think in this way. You do not 
know yet that pleasure hardens 
the heart and draws away our 
thoughts from what is loveliest and 
best. The more it is followed, the 
farther does it lead from God. It 
uses up the strength during the 
vigour of youth and manhood, and 
gives to age the painful memory of 
a misspent life. If you could go 
into the grand drawing rooms of 
rich old men, who have spent their 
lives in foolish pastimes, or in heap­
ing gold together, you would find 
them talking about thdr former 
rioting, and mourning over their 
inability to <lo what once they did 
with so much ease ; you would hear 
them speak of money as if it were 
as precious as their own existence. 
Talk to them of better things ; tell 
them of a world of holiness and pure 
contentment, of a God absolutely 
just and good, they would bid you 
put off your preaching to a more 
convenient season, when their af­
fairs are settled and death is at the 
door. They say, "It will be easier 
by-and-by," but they always find it 
harder. 

Once on a time a gentleman 
desired his sons to gather round 
his dying bed. When they came, 
he turned to them and said, "My 
son!', when I was a lad the Spirit of 
God strove within me, and said, 
'My ~on, give me thine heart; seek 
religion now,' but Satan suggested 
the necessity of waiting till ! grew 
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up, saying that if I gave myself to 
God, I should not be able to enter 
into any youthful amusements, so I 
determined to wait until I became 
a man. I did s<J, and the Spirit 
came again and said,' My son, give 
me thine heart.' Again I deter­
mined to put it oft; as my business 
and family required all my atten­
tion. 'Yes,' said I, 'I will wait 
till middle age.' I did so, and then 
the Spirit came again and said, 
Myson,givemethine heart.' Again 

I resisted the Spirit, because I had 
less time to thiuk ab<Jut religion 
than ever. From that time the 
suggestiom, of the Holy Spirit 
seemed to leave me, and now, 
having lived to be old, I have oo 
desire to attend to the concerns of 
~y soul ; my heart is hardened, 
l cannot give it now. I have 
quenched the Spirit, now there is 
no hope. Already retribution from 
another world is coming upon me. 
Take warning from my miserable 
end; seek religion now ; let nothing 
tempt you to put off this important 
concern." Then in the great agonies 
his soul passed into the presence of 
God. 

Lastly-
If you gii-e your heart to the Loni 

while you are young, you ll'ill be 
able to .pend your idwle life in His 

blessed service, and rtt last reap His 
re1l'ard. 

Who is there here that does not 
wish to enjoy the blessings of the 
good in heaven l Who does not 
wish to live in the world where all 
are perfectly happy 1 Come, then, 
if you would be the Lord's for ever, 
and give yourself to Him now, then 
shall your life, by the constant 
help of the Holy Spirit, be honour­
able and true ; you shall do your 
duty to God and to man; you shall 
win the favour of ttiose who are 
rejoicing above, and the thanks of 
those who are toiling amidst many 
ca;res on earth. Your life shall be 
blessed, and shall bestow blessing 
all through, and death shall come 
as a sweet surprise to take you into 
your Father's presence in His dA­
lightful home. 

Say, then, with me, in humble 
dedication of ourselves to God, these 
beautiful words :-

" Jestis l I live to Thee, 
The loveliest and the best, 

My life in Thee, Thy life in me, 
In thy blest love I rest. 

11 Living or dying, Lord, 
I ask but to be Thine ; 

My life in Thee, Thy life in me, 
J\iakes heaven for ever mine." 

Ptes/011. 

OR, 

A GLIMPSE OF CHRIST FOR EACH SUNDAY IN THE YEAR. 

BY W. POOLE DALFEKN. 

CHRIST A FATHER. "Liko as a fatherpitieth his children, 
so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. 
For He knowoth our frame ; He remem­
bereth that we are dust."-Ps. ciii. 
1:\, H. 

FoR JUNE 1ST. 

"Have I been so long time with yon, 
and yet hast thou not known Me, 
Philip? ho that hath seen :Me hath seen 
1ho Father." 

Camsr is the everlasting Father and 
the Prince of Peace. He is the 
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Father of eternity,. the Father of the 
Gospel age, and of the increase of 
His government and kingdom there 
shall be no end. How sustaining 
are t.hese sublime words to the faith 
of God's children! The Father of 
eternity and His own kingdom 
speaks to them and declares, I will 
not leave you orphans, I will come 
to you ; and as the Prince of Peace 
He says, " My peace I leave you, 
My peace I give you. I appoint 
unto you a kingdom, even as My 
Father has appointed unto Me." In 
their Saviour therefore God's people 
have a Father infinitely perfect in 
.His love, tenderness, and sympathy. 
One who can never die, but who 
ever lives, and whose resources can 
never fail, but who is willing and 
able to provide for them, to protect 
and preserve them - to impart to 
them His own blessedness, and who 
will not be satisfied until the whole 
of His family reach His home, to be­
hold His face, and to share in all 
His glory for e,er in His immediate 
presence above. 

CHRIST A HUSBA.ND. 

FoR JUNE 8TH. 

"For thy ]\faker is thine husband ; 
the Lord of hosts is His name; and 
thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel ; 
The God of the whole earth shall He be 
called. "-Isa. !iv. 5. 

THE Church is said to be the spouse 
of Christ, the "Lamb's wife," and all 
true Christians are spoken of as mem­
bers of" Christ's body, of His flesh, 
and His bones." How intimate and 
wonderful is this relationship, and 
the love which arises out of it-a 
lwe which led Christ to provide for 
His Church, even before she had a 
being; which led Him to give Him­
self for her salvation, for Christ loved 
the Church and gave Himself for 
her ; and He loved her with a love 

of self-sacrifice, endearment, and de­
light, as His own bride, and he1:ce 
He is said to joy over her, even wit? 
joy and singing. He calls her His 
love, His dove, His undefiled, His 
sister, His spouse, and declares ~e 
will dwell in Bis people and with 
them for ever. He gives His Church 
to share in all the beauty of His per­
son, in all His acquired wealth, in all 
the glory of His finished work and 
unchanging love, in all the majesty 
of His kingly home and throne. He 
declares respecting her that she is all 
fair, without spot or wrinkle, or any 
such thing-that she is all glorious 
within, that her clothing is of wrought 
gold, and that as His queen she shall 
be brought to Him and stand at His 
side for ever. 0 King of heaven, 
give us a faith more worthy of Thy 
love, and help us even h~re to reflect 
more of Thy kingly beauty and 
grace! 

CHRIST A. BROTHER. 

FoR JUNE 15TH. 

"Forasmuch then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, He also 
Himself likewise took part of the same.'' 
-Heh.ii. 14. 

JOSEPH, of whom we read in Old 
Testament history, was a fair type of 
a faithfnl, l0ving, noble, and generous 
brother; but in all that he was and 
did he is but a faint type of our 
Saviour, who is, indeed, a friend 
who loveth at all times, and a brother 
born for adversity. A brother, in­
deed, who is so completely one with 
ourselves that He can have a perfect 
understanding of all our wants, sor­
rows, and weaknesses, and being also 
our Lord and King, and possessed of 
all the wealth of both worlds, is able 
abundantly to minister to all our 
ne_cessities without impoverishing 
Himself, or diminiBhing His own re­
sources. And, indeed, He bids us 
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to come boldly to ffim, notwith­
standing all our past unkindness 
and ingratitude, and, being still full 
of love, tenderness, and sympathy, 
promises freely to forgive us, and 
forget the past; that He will not be 
ashamed to acknowledge us as His 
brethren, even amid the glories of 
His exaltation, but will gladly share 
with us all His honour and His 
wealth. 0 that we may learn to 
trust in and love such a Brother 
more perfectly, and even when He 
seems to hide Himself from us, and 
His voice through His dealings with 
us may seem strange, lean still upon 
His faithfulness, and seek increasingly 
to share in His munificence and 
commend His love to others ! 

CHRIST A SUBSTITUTE. 

FoR Ju-::rn 22ND. 

" For Christ hath once suffered for 
sins, the just for the unjust, that He 
might bring us to God."-1 Pet. iii. 18. 

CHRIST being the Surety of His 
people, that He might save them in 
righteousness, became their substi­
tute. He assumed their nature, for 
" the children being partakers of 
flesh and blood, He also took part of 
the same." And having assumed 
their nature He died, the just for 
the unjust, to bring them to God. 
And as the understanding of the 
doctrine of substitution lies at the 
root of all our salvation, comfort and 
permanent peace, we wish in a few 
words to state it very clearly. Christ 
came here to stand as our substitute 
in our law-place, room, and stead. 
Our sins were imputed to Hirn; and 
He was thus made a curse for us, 
and bore their penalty in our place, 
thus putting them away from us for 
ever. Reader, dost thou believe in 
and trust in Christ 1 Then He is 
thy substitute, and thy sins were 

punished in Him, and put away, and 
God sees thee now complete in Hirn; 
and for His sake doth accept thee, 
and in Him not only does He grant 
thee an exemption from the curse thy 
sins have merited, but also a title to 
eternal life. 0 seek to live r;ijoicing 
in His truth, and to the praise and 
glory of thy bleeding substitute a1Ld 
Lord! 

CHRIST A HEAD. 

FoR JUNE 29TH. 

"And ha.th put all things under His 
feet, and gave Him to be the head over 
all things to the Church."-Eph. i. 22, 

CHRIST is the head of His body the 
Church, and so intimate is the union 
subsisting between Himself and all 
His people, that (.hey are spoken of 
as a part of Himself, members of His 
mystic body, bone of His bone, and 
flesh of His flesh. This union arises 
out of the covenant, love, and purpose 
of God, whoconstitutedChrist and His 
people one, even from eternity, and 
so near and dear is this union to 
Christ that those who touch His 
people touch the apple of His eye ; 
11nd He views them as so perfectly a 
part of Himself, that anything which 
is done for His people is received by 
Him as done to Himself. In Christ, 
as the head of His body the Church, 
resides all the fulness of grace, beauty, 
and glory which she needs, and from 
which each member receives grace 
for grace. In Christ are hidden all 
the treasures of knowledge, wisdom, 
and power, and He is comtituted the 
head over all things, that t~ey may 
be made available on behalf of His 
people and that through Him they 
mav e~cn rejoice in the possession of 
everlasting consolation, and a good 
hope through grace ; for He is not 
only a fountain of rule and govern­
ment but of love, tenderness, and 
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sympatby, wbich will never fail. 0 
remember, believer, whatever thy 
sorrows that thou hast in heaven a 
strong and sympathising :Friend, who 

can reach, help, and comfort thee at 
all times, aud whose love and re­
sources are innnite, the same yester­
day, to-day, and for ever. 

~tbit.hrs. 
Plea for ,lfercy to Animals. By JAMES 

MACAULAY, A . .!11., J\f.D., Edinburgh, 
Editor of the Leisw·e Ilour. Reli­
gious Tract Society, Paternoster. 
row. 

A VERY telling plea for mercy to 
animals, and we are sorry to have no 
doubt as to the necessity for such a 
plea. Cruelties are sometimes in­
flicted, and sufferings endured, through 
gross ignorance, but oftener through 
sheer wantonness and viciousness. 
While we are surrounded by unmis­
takable proofs of man's readiness to 
abuse his power in the direction of the 
lower creatures, we hail with joy any 
and every a !tempt to educate the 
mind towards a higher and worthier 
course of action. The four chapters 
into which this volume is divided are­
First, claims of the lower animals to 
humane treatment from man; second, 
various forms of needless suffering in. 
fiicted by man ; third, means of pre­
vention-legal and educational; fourth, 
vivisection and other experiments on 
living animals. Under these heads 
Dr. Macaulay has produced a book 
abounding in touchingly tender and 
thrilling passages, and which will carry 
every reader along to the end at which 
the author worthily aims. 

Short Papers on Prop!,ecy; also a Con­
cordance on the Lord's Coming and 
Kindred Subjects. J. E. HAWKINS, 
Baker-street, W. 

WE are one with the writer in his 
views generally, without, however, 
pledging ourselves to all ho has 
written. On the subject of unfulfi!led 
prophecy in connection with onr Lord's 
second coming, we certainly think that 
an intelligent literal interpretation corn-

mend, itsel.f most, except such a mode 
of interpretation may in some instances 
seem a direct violation of the intention 
of the sacred writer. 'l.'he literal fu{fil­
ment of neady ei-erythir,g p,·ophetic in 
the ffrst advent seems to ns a very 
legitimate key wherewith to unlock and in­
terpret the solemn events of the second. 
The Concordance would be of service 
bound in our pocket Bibles, 

An_glo-Israeli,<,n R~futed. A Lecture de-
livered in the Memorial Hall, Far­
ringdon-street, by ROBERT ROBERTS, 
of Birmingham, being a reply to one 
delivered in the same place by 
Edward Hine. 

TnE views advocated by Mr. Hine are 
not new. We havo had knowledge of 
them for the last half century. '!'here 
have been many attempts to refute 
them, bnt he, as their champion, has 
always proved himself able to hold 
his own ground, and a foeman in con. 
troversy worthy of his opponent's steel. 
We are glad to find the other side dealt 
with so ably by Mr. Roberts, and we 
thank him. for his help. Still, we 
think it right to advise the close reading 
of both lectures, and would like to 
have seen them both published under 
one cover. 

Something about Sai:ing. By l\Irs. 
LOCKHART. 

On tl,e Use of Tea and Coffee. Dy 
MICHAEL BEVERLY, M.D., Norwich. 
J arrold and Sons, Patcrnoster­
buildings. 

THE former of these is in its thirty­
third thousand, We think it would 
be desirable to extend its circulation to 
hundreds of thousands. Both tracts 
are on subjects vital to our social well-
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being, and we should like to see them 
sown broadcast. 

The .J.rminian Teachings of the Rev. 
W. Hay ,'11. H. Aitkin, M.A., the 

Mission-Preacher, tried according to 
the Rule of Faith. By a ll'rsHER­
MAN, Robinson, D11ke-street, Brigh­
ton. 

WE have no sympathy with some of 
the modes of expression and somo of 
the means adopted to get at the mul­
titudes of our fellow-men who are still 
without G_od in the world ; at the same 
time we have less sympathy with those 
who use no means to reach the perishing, 
and exhort them to fleo from the wrath 
to come. We wish on such a subject 
to be neither Arminian nor Calvinist, 
but Biblical. Wo thank the fisherman 
for pntting before us so many glorious 
pearls from the Divine fishery. But 
we question if Mr. Aitkin was to make 
an array of Scripture from his stand­
point whether the fisherman would be 
convinced. Nor do we believe this 
attempt will have the least effect ou 
Mr. Aitkin or his admirers. Our own 
views are that there fa a Bible way of 
addressing those out of Christ, and it 
lies in a path midway between the 
fisherman and Mr. Aitkin. "May our 
Heavenly Father give more of His 
Holy Spirit's teaching and power to our 
mission preachers ! So pray we. 

The Catholic P,·esbyterian. l\Iarch. 
Nisbet and Co. 

THIS q_uarterly, edited by Professor 
Blackie, has, among other essays of 
great merit, one on " The Peril of a 
Degraded Pulpit," by the Rev. H. 
De Canx, dealing with the tempta­
tions of ministers arising from the too 
ireq_uent practice of casting on them 
the responsibilities of the money re­
turns from their congregations. This 
is an existing evil, and the writer 
ably shows its tendency to make the 
pulpit, if the least weak in moral 
power, wink at en·or, to be less faith­
ful in dealing with sins close at hand, 
and to defer to modern tastes. From 
.among much well-written matter we 
select the following:-" The result is 

that men who practise such irrocrulari­
ties in personal, social, and busin:ss life 
as would have met with scathing con­
demnation in tho discourse of an 
Apostle, can sit in many a church 
without hearing from year's end to year's 
end a word which brings their dejini te 
ojfenc~ to mind. Again, in dealing with 
error, some yield to the temptation of 
such a broad church Chrfatianity that 
with skill the preacher can announce 
with just so much admixture of 
Christian phraseology and allusion as 
shall not disgust an unbeliever while 
it may pass with s nch believer; as are 
not too attentive for a kind of Gospel." 
These are, we fear, a solemn and faith­
ful representation of facts. 

MAGAZINES approved, which have our 
heartiest best wishes :-The Sow~r and 
the Little Gleane,· (Roulston and Co.) • 
The P,·iend of Mis.,ions, paper good; 
pictures good, printing good (Part­
ridge and Co.); the well-known British 
Messenger, from Stirling ; The Voice of 
Warning (Buckingham-streot, Strand); 
The Qu,;,rterly Record of the Trinitarian 
Bible Societ.¥ has a leader on " Is not 
the Bread Poisoned? " more than main­
taining its former charge-that to circu­
late Romish versions of the Seri ptures 
is to give the people poison; The 
British Flag, the best paper for 
soldiers (Trafalgar-square) ; Evan­
gelical Christendom (Johnson and Co 
l<'leet-street); and The Boys' World a 
new penny serial (29, Farringdo'n­
street). This last is woll illustrated, 
and its stories, &c., are given in such a 
manner, and contain such matter, as 
will be read with avidity by our boys. 

BAPTIST LITERA.TURE. 

THE Baptist Magazine, tho Sword ana 
Trowel, and the General Baptist con­
tain much profitable reading ; Truth 
and Progress, our Australian Baptist, 
affords us the gratification of grasping 
hands with onr brethren on the other 
side of the seas. Every member will 
fool with us our indebtedness to the 
Baptist and F,·eeman for their worthy 
articles and faithful reports of our 
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Society's operations during the month 
of April. 

THE Baptist Tract Society sends its 

Qi,arterly Register. This society, we 
are pleased to know, moves onward, 
and is to be congratulated on its new 
series of narrative tracts. 

!)tMminational Jntelligtnu. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORA.TE. 

REV. WM. L1cESE GILES, late of Green­
wich, has accepted the invitation of the 
church at Clough Fold, Lancashire, to 
become its pastor. 

Mr. T. Thomas, a student at Bristol, 
has accepted a call to the pastorate of 
the English Church at Carmarthen, 

Rev. W. Davies, of Llanthwey, Aber­
gavenny, has been cordially invited to 
Pennar Church, Pembroke Dock. 

ll1r. E. G. Evans, of the Pastors' 
College, has accepted a unanimous 
invitation to the pastorate of the Re­
gent-street Church, Belfast. 

Rev, Stephen R. Aldridge, B.A., 
LL.B., who for the past two years has 
been assistant minisJer to the Rev. 
Daniel Katterns, at Mare-street Chapel, 
Hackney, has been elected to the co­
pastorate of the church, and has ac­
cepted the same. 

The Rev. J. Cole has resigned tho 
pastorate of the church at Providence 
Chapel, Coseley, and received an ad­
dress of esteem from the congregation. 

Rev. J. R. Godfrey, of Nazebottom, 
Hebden-bridge, has accepted the unani­
mous invitation of the church at Bul­
well, Nottingham, to become the pastor. 

Rev. H. Webstor has resigned the 
pastorate at Royton, and has accepted 
a unanimous invitat-ion to the church 
worshipping at Brighton-grove, Man­
chester. 

Rev. John 1\Iay, who has for many 
years presided over the church at 
Saltasb has been compelled to resign 
the pa;torate on account of failing 
health, 

Rev. W. Davis, Lleconthewy (Rhy­
therch), has accepted a nnanimous 
invitation to the pastorate of the church 
at Ja1Tow-on-Tyne. 

RECOGNITIONS. 
SPECIAL recognition services connected 
with the settlement of the Rev. Henry 
Knee as pastor of the Park-road 
Chapel, Peckham, have been held. At 
a pu11ic meeting, under the presidency 
of the Rev. G. Rogers, addresses were 

1

, delivered by Revs. W. P. Cope, G. D. 
Gracey, J. T. Briscoe, and others. 

Recognition services connected with 
the settlement of the Rev. J. Naylor, 
formerly of Oswaldtwistle, as pastor of 
the church at Farsley, have been held. 
Rev. Charles Williams, of Accrington, 
delivered the charge to the pastor, and 
Rev. F. G. Greening, of Crewe, that to 
the church. At an evening publi" 
meeting ad dresses were delivered. by 
Revs. N. Brnnyate, E. Warne, C. Wil­
liams, J. K. Scott, and others. 

Services have been held at Union 
Chapel, Godmanchester, near Hunting­
don, in connection with the settlement 
of Mr. R. Cater, jun. (late of Yelling), 
as pastor .of the church. After tea a 
public meeting was held, presided over 
by Mr. Newton, of Ramsey, when 
earnest and stirring addresses were de­
livered by Revs. S. R. Firks, E. Span­
ton, H. Bell, and W. A. Ho1bs. 

Rav. A. Dalton has been publicly 
recognised as pastor of the churah at 
Sutton-at-Hone, Kent. Revs. G. W. 
Shepherd, W. K. Dexter, J. S. Ander­
son, J. Lingley, and others took part 
in the services. 

Southsea, Portsmouth.-On Monday, 
March 28th, Mr. L. Lang was recog­
nfoed as pastor of Ebenezer Baptist 
Church. Rev. T. W. l\fedhnrst pre­
sided, and gave the charge to the pas­
tor, Revs. J. G. Goundry, R. Mackie, 
H. Kitching, C. Philp, W. L. Lang, 
M, Canaway, and Captain Vernoy 
gave addresses, 
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NEW CHAPELS. 

TnE new tabernacle at Henloy-on­
Thames has been opened by special 
services. Rev. Dr. Landels preached, 
and at a public meeting following a 
tea Rev. J. M. Howson, pastor, pre­
siding addresses were delivered by 
several clergymen and other ministers. 
The proceeds of the day realised 
£22 10s., leaving a balance of debt of 
£800. The total cost of the structure 
was £2,800. 

The memorial-stone of a new chapel 
at Birley, Surrey ( erected at '.he sole 
cost of S. Barron, Esq., of Redhill), has 
been laid by Mr. and Mrs. Barron. It 
being their silver wedding-day, a silver 
trowel was presented for the purpo~e 
by the friends there. After tea a pubhc 
meeting was held ( chair taken by C. 
Allison, Esq.), and addresses given by 
Revs. G. Dunnett, T, J. Brown, J. 
Handcock, H. H. J. Garratt, George 
Thomas Webb, and B. Marshall (pas­
tor). It was then stated nearly £60 
had been raised towards a fund of £200 
the friends are seeking to get for the 
purpose of erecting a young men's 
room. 

At Westbourne, a suburb of Bourne­
mouth, a new chapel, ereeted at a cost 
of .£850, has been opened, Revs. H. C. 
Leonard and R. Colman taking part in 
the ser.iees. A .large portion of the 
outlay involved has still to be raised. 

MISCELLA ~EOUS. 

OUR DENOMINATIONAL MEETINGS, 
THESE were well attended this year. 
The Foreign Missionary meeting was 
the largest we have ever witnessed, 
and an excellent feeling was produced. 
A full account of all the meetings have 
been reported in the Baptist and 
Freeman newspapers. 

VALEDICTORY services connected 
with the departuro of the Rev. H. Phil­
lips from tho church at Longhope, 
Gloucestershire, of which he has been 
pastor seventeen years, were held on 
Sunday and Monday last. Revs. T. 
Williams, B.A. (of Coleford), Cornelius 
Griffiths, T. Nicholson, J. Bloomfield, 
and others, took part in the services, 

and a. letter was read from Rov. E. 
Thwaites, rector of Fisherton, near 
Salisbury, enclosing a contribution. 
Mr. Phillips is entering upon the pas­
torate of the church at Grange, Antrim, 
iu Ireland. 

REv. W. KELSEY, who has for some 
time past officiated as minister to the 
Cono-reo-ational Church at Codicote, 
IIerts, ;as recently baptised at Union 
Chapel, Luton, by Rev. John Tuck well 
(pastor). In consequence of this change 
in views, Mr. Kelsey will resign his 
present pastorate and onter the Baptist 
ministry. 

PoRTSMOUTH.-March 29th, a service 
of sacred song on behalf of the Baptist 
Union Annuity Fund was given at 
Lake-road Chapel. Rev. T. W. Mecl­
h urst preside!l.. 

PORTMAilON SUNDAY SCHOOL, SHE!<'­
~'IELD.-On Easter Tuesday, April 15th­
a beautiful timepiece was presented to 
Mr. John Greaves (senior superinten­
dent). This was tho exclusive gift of 
the members of the two senior classos, 
and was intended to convey, to some 
extent, the appreciation in which he fa 
held at the close of forty-eight years of 
active Christian service in connection 
with tho Baptist cause at Portmahon. 

HORNSEY RISE, LONDON, N.-The 
eighth anniversary of the church and 
congregation at Hornsey Rise Chapel, 
Sunnyside-road, N., has been held, by 
two sermons pr<'ached on Sunday, 
April 13th, and a public meeting on 
the Tuesday following. The preachers 
were Revs. G. T. Edgely, of Bow, and 
A. Rowland, LL.B., of Hornsey ; and 
among the speakers were Revs. J. R. 
Wood, W. H. Burton, G. Turner, T. G. 
Atkinson, and D. Russell. The report 
showed that during the year sixty-seven 
had been received into fellowship, and 
of those forty had been baptised by 
the pastor (Rev. Frank M. Smith), 
and eleven candidates were awaiting • 
baptism, as a firstfruit for the coming 
year. Congregations good and every 
institution of the church in a healthy 
state while the Sunday school and 
seni~r classes were greatly hindered 
for want of room. Tho erection of a 
new chapel and class-rooms is contem-
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plated, or extensive alterations and 
improvements of the present structure. 

ITALIAN CHILDREN AND THE 
GOSPEL. 

La Spezia, Italy. 
IN this city a few weeks since the 
parents of tho children attending tho 
day and Sunday schools under the pre­
sidency of the Rev. E. Clarke, were 
invited to a conference on the subject 
of the education of children. 

The response to the invitation ex­
ceeded the most sanguine expectations 
of the friends of Bible teaching, the 
large schoolroom not only being filled 
to excess, but a large number of per­
sons wero necessitated to remain out­
side for want of accommodation. The 
Rev. E. Clarke expressed the intense 
satisfaction he and his friends had in 
viewing such an assembly of parents, 
and in knowing the increase of confi­
dence they had in the instruction given 
to their children. Addresses were de­
livered by the president and his various 
coadjutors on topics connected with 
the welfare of families and nations, and 
which tended to demonstrate that the 
Gospel alone affords a sufficiently du­
rable foundation on which families and 
m1tions can build their hopes of real 
and permanent progress. Tho new 
Pope is just now displaying his special 
zeal against Bible schools in Italy, and 
it is to be koped this alone will furnish 
earnest Christians with an argument 
sufficiently powerful for aiding, ac­
cording to their ability, a work that 
seeks the present and eternal happiness 
of Italian children, as also their parents. 

:BAPTISMS. 
Abercarn, Mon.-M&;r 4, English Cha.pel, 

Three, by E. E. Proben. 
1 Aberdare.-May 4, Carmel (Eng.), Elevon, 

b;,-A~~f;~'.-April 27, Ebenezer Church, 
One, by L. Jones. 

Baoup.-May 4, Ehenezer C)lll,pel, Four, 
byW. Ga.y. I . 

Bangor.-April 27, English Chape, Five, by 

W iia~~~:;ni~~~ Newport, Mon.-Dec. 29, 

Four: Jan. 26, Jo'ive; Feb. 23, Four: March 
30, Three, by the Pastor. 

lldford.-April 27, Mill-street, Five, by G. 
C. Williams. 

Bideford, North Devon.-Aprll 23, Seven, by 
W.R. Woolley. 

Rirmiugham.-May 4-1 Mi-;sion Hall, Two, by 
J. Burton. 

Bll/ingborough.-Apr!I 27, Tabernacle, Two, 
by C. Horne. 

Blackfald, Fawley, IIants.-March 9, Two, 
by F. A. Pa.roe. 

Brack/ey,Yorks.-llfay 4, T«o, by R. Briggs. 
B!aenavon.-April 10, King-street, Six, by 

0, Tidman, 
Blaenavon.-May; 4, King-street, Six, by 0. 

Tidman. 
Bootle, Liverpool.-April 27, Derby-road, 

Seven, by Z. T. DowHo. 
Bo-urn.-1-[ay 6, Morton, branch of Bourn, 

byW. Orton. 
Bral{fo,·d.-April 27, at Bethel Chapel, Nine, 

byW. Wood. 
Bramley, Leeds.--Mo.y 4, Three, by D. Jen­

kin9, 
Brookend Keysoe, Beds.-April 20, Fourteen, 

by W. G. Coote. 
Ruilth, Breconshirc.-Aprll 27, Three, by J. 

1\1. Jones. 
Burton, Bridgewater.-May 11, One, by J. L. 

Smith. 
Capelµjfin, Breco11Bhire.-April 13, One, by 

D. V. Pritchard. 
nf:,,;~'.tf.-liI.y 11, at Bethel, Four, by T. 

Catfard Hiil.-April 29, Seven, by T. Green­
wood. 

Cheam. Surre.v.-April 20, Four, by J. Easter. 
mi!~<krford.-May 4, Fonrt,een, by c. Gr!f-

C/are, Suffolk.-April 6, Ono, by T. Hoddy. 
Coventry-May 4, Gosford-street, Seven, by 

W. Reynolds. 
Countesthorpe.-April 30, Four, by H. Hughes. 
Crewkerne.-May 1, Seven, by J. Cruick­

shank. 
Dean Fore.,/, Ruardean Hill.-Nov. 3 1878 

Two, by J. Mountjoy. 1 
' 

Earl'., Colne.-April 4, Tbree, by W. E. Rice. 
Erdingtr.m. Birmingham.-April 27, Seven, 

by W. Donald. 
Jl'ivehead, near Taunton.-May 7, Tbree, by 

J. Oompstoa 
,d;:,:!':,d, Pontypool.-April 27, Six, by W. 

A.i~:~'.".-May 4, George-street, Two, by 

Great Grim,/Jy.-May 1, Tabernacle Ten 
by E. Lauderdale. ' ' 

Grimsl>y.-A pril 24, Eleven, by J. Manning. 
a::.:~~ow-on-the-Hill.-May I, Three, by A. J. 

Mfs:'t't:-llfay 7, Four; May 23, Four, by 

M,18':1b':,'l':;:'/• Manchester.-May 1, Five, by 

E~~•:.i•gha/l, Norfolk,-M11y 4, Two, by I. J. 

wfi:~:-April 24, South Parade, Four, by H 
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Leett<.-April 27, York-ro~d, Two, by J, 
Smith. 

Little Kingshill, Bucks.-April 24, Three, by 
T.L.Smith. 

Lockwood, Huddersfleld.-May4, Nine, byT. 
D-owdin!?. 

Long ilfarston.-April C, Two by J. Hedges. 
Longford, ne.a.r Coventry.-April 6, Union­

p!ace, .Four, by H. J. Hodson. 
z,mgton.-April 27, Seven, by C. T.John•on. 
Luton, Pa-rk-street.-April 10,Eleven; May 11 

Eleven, by J. H. BI .. ke. 
Man!fi£1d, Nottingham.-April 16, Three, by 

H. Marsden. 
Marlowes, Hemel Hempstead. - May 8, 

Seven, by W. Owen. 
Meltham, York,.-May 3, Four, by J. Alder­

ei.on. 
Metropolitan li_istrict :-

Clapham Com11wn.-April 20, Eight, by R. 
Webb. 

Cawerwell.-Aprll 28, Wyndham-road, 
Two, by II. W. Childs. 

Dulwi<h.-April 20, Lordship-lane, Three, 
by H.J. Tresidder. 

Dalslon Jundion.-April 17, Six, by W. H. 
Burton. 

Edgware-road,-April 3, Seven ; April 6 
One, Trinity Cha.pel, John-street, by J. 0, 
Fcllowes, 

Metropolitan Tabernacle. - March 27, 
Twelve; Apf'il 3, Thirteen, 

Pm1e.-April 28, Four, from Hamilton­
road, by E. H. Ellis. 

Poplar.-April 16, Five, Cotton-street, 
by B. Preece. 
Milwr, nee.r Holywell.-April 20, Six, by E. 

Evans. 
Oban, Argyllshire.-Ma.rch 27, in Lochnel~ 

O00,r Oban, One, by A. Macdougall. 
PattishaZl, Northa,wptonshire. - Ma.y 4, 

Twenty, by J. E. Jones. 
Pentre, Rhondda Valley.-llay 11, at the 

English Chapel, Ten, by M. II. Jones, 

Pr'.11mn,th.-April30, George-s.treet1 Nine
1 

by 
J. W. Ashworth. 

Pole Moor, near Hudderstleld.-April 6, Two, 
by J. Evans. 

Portsmouth.-Mareh 28, Mile End, One, by 
H. Kitching. 
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lipa, B.A. 
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A PLANT OF RENOWN.'::, 

A SER:IION DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

"I will raise up for them a plant of renown."-EZEKIEL xxxiv. 29. 

IT was by " a plant of renown" that ma,n was ruined. There is a sad 
" renown " for ever a,ttached to the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
"In the •day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." It was 
the tasting of that " forbidden fruit'' which 

"Brought death into the world, and all our woe." 

There was, however, a tree of life in the midst of the garden, of which 
man did not eat; he was driven out of Paradise lest he should eat of it. 
But now, thanks be to God, the flaming sword of the cherubim has been 
removed, and we have to talk of that tree of life in the midst of the 
garden which is now planted where it is free to every needy soul, and 
where whosoever would eat of it may cat without let or hindrance, and 
live for ever. Happy shall it be if some of us to-night, hearing of that 
"plant of renown," shall get a blessing from it. I do not suppose that 
I shall be able to say anything new upon this text. It has been preached 
f.rom by most of those who went before us, and it will be preached from 
by all who come after us, because there is so wide a run in it, that 
it allows the introduction of such a variety of topics. I shall not, 
therefore, even seek the charm of novelty, but rather proceed to map 
out just those thoughts which would probably suggest themselves to 
you in meditating upon this "plant of renown ;" and, first, let us speak 
of the im:ttters in which it is renormed; then among 1dwm it is renowned; 
and then for whom it is rai8eil up. "I will raise up for them a plant of 
renown." 

I. First as to THE MATTERS IN WHICH THIS PLANT IS RENOWNED. 
That our Lord Jesus Christ is this "plant of renown" I have no· 

doubt. On looking at the Septuagint, I find it translated " I will raise 
up for them a plant of peace." Such, indeed, is our blcst Redeemer. 
As the olive branch typifies peace and love, so Jesus Christ not only 
tYPifies, but actually gives peace to those who receive Him. Pleasant was 
that day when the Holy Spirit, likll the dove returning to Noah's ark, 
brought to you and to me the olive branch of faith in Christ, a sure 
token that the floods of Divine wrath were assuaged, "for He is our 
peace." "This man shall be thy peace." He represents the cove~ant 
of peace which God has established between Himself and rebell1ous, 
Inan, and whosoever receiveth Christ getteth a plant of peace. 

But the Chaldaic gives another translation-" I will raise up for them 
a plant of continuance." That is as much to say-" They have had 
champions and counsellors, judges and kings, priests and prophets, who 

*This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and translating is reserved, 
No, 248, NEW SERIES. 
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guided them wisely and served them faithfully : yet they continued not 
by reason of death." When their term of life was closed the people 
relapsed into their old idolatry, and entailed on themselves fresh 
suffering and bondage. "I will raise up for them a leader," saith 
Jehovah, "who shall abide for ever, and give them unfailing prosperity 
and immortal honour. I will give them a king, from whose brow the 
crown shall never fall, and out of whose hand the sceptre shall never 
glide; for He shall reign for ever and ever, and of His kingdom there 
shall be no end." With what joy it should inspire us to know that 
Christ is a plant of continuance, that the merit of His precious blood is 
never diminished, and that His power to save never ceases. Well may 
we sing, 

"The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day ; 

And there may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away." 

Till the last elect vessel of mercy shall have been washed in this laver 
of purification we may also sing, 

" Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power, 

Till all the ransomed Church of God 
Be saved to sin no more." 

Let us thank God, then, that we have, as the Chaldaic puts it, "a plant 
of continuance." 

Still, I suppose that our translation is the most correct, as it is the 
translation of most of the scholars, and of the great majority of the 
versions. " I will raise up for them a famous plant," " a plant of fame," 
"a plant giving fame,"" a plant having fame,"" a planthavingrenown" 
-these are the different versions, but they all come to the same thing­
" I will raise up for them a plant of renown." 

Ask ye now in what respect Christ is like a "plant of renown?" 
Surely, my brethren, He teas renowned for the way in u·hich He sprang up. 
Did He not come forth as a living root out of a dry ground, enriching 
the sterile soil on which He grew? Trees usually thrive by seeking 
nourishment out of the land ; hence this is a strange root in a dry 
ground which gives fertility to the earth on which it grows. 
The family of David had lost its ancient prestige. The noble lineage 
was lightly esteemed. The honour it once enjoyed had departed, till 
Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem, and restored more than its ancient 
glory, The stock was like a:n old stump _that did not put forth a single 
shoot, when the Son of DaVId, long predicted, came, and forthwith the 
branch appeared, beautiful and glorious, as the branch of the Lord. 
Truly, one greater than Solomon is her~. Turning the current of our 
thoughts, it is truly wonderful, dear fnends, how Jesus Christ will 
spring up in dead and barren hearts. To the traveller it must be 
eharming to see the welcome palm tree growing in the midst of the 
sandy desert. With no husbandman to cultivate it, and apparently no 
night dews to nourish it, nor any moisture from beneath the surface 
that man can see to sustain it, the fair tree grows. Perhaps a little 
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fountain presently spouts up near it. So when our heart is made ready 
for Him by His Spirit, there springs up in the midst of our darkness and 
our doubt, our follies and our fears, our stumbles and our sins, our 
worries and our woes, a lively faith in our living Lord, that makes the 
heart what it never was before, a garden of delight. I am sure that if 
we knew of a plant which, taken to Sahara and planted there would 
turn the desert into a fruitful field, we should indeed pronounce it to be 
n. plant of renown: but, in a spiritual sense, we do know of such a 
plant ; for let Jesus Christ be planted in the most barren and rocky 
heart, He Himself will break ths.irock, He Himself will find His own 
nourishment, and change tlle nature which He has been brought into 
contact with. Well therefore may He be esteemed as a plant of 
renown. 

Moreover, Christ is a plant of renown because, after He was cut down, 
the very root He sprang f roin grew stronger in three day~ than it had ever 
been bof ore. Did you ever hear of a plant comparable to this? Though 
"despised and rejected of men" He was lovely and full of favour with 
God. Still He was cut down. Dea,th ca,me, with its tremendous axe, 
and felled this goodly cedar, till nothing was left to the eye of sense but 
a blank, and all the birds of hell hooted out their confused mirth. They 
said-" The cedar is cut down; Christ is dstroyed !" There stood the 
weeping Marys, and the astonished disciples, mute with sorrow. Alas, 
for them ! the tree under whose sha,dow they had reclined, was gone; 
they could eat no more of the fruit of the tree of life. There lay the 
trnnk, cast out, for three days buried in the earth. But was it not a 
strange and joyous surprise when the third morning had come, and the 
tree sprang up again-not a tiny shoot, but a full-grown tree? Jesus 
then became, in the excellence of His glory and the vigour of His man­
hood, more eminent than He had been before. And forty days after­
wards that tree reached a height that touched the heavens, the summit 
thereof being lost in the clouds, beyond the sight of those who watched 
with upward gaze. This plant of renown, which had been so cut down 
that it was altogether buried beneath the earth, had now sprung up and 
reached to the seventh heaven, and the angels of God came to sing in 
the midst of the branches. Truly this is a plant of renown. Believer, 
what could have made Christ more renowned in the world than His 
death, His resurrection, and His ascension? Do dwell much upon these 
great and certain facts ; let them stand as marble pillars in the temple 
of thy faith and of thy love. Rejoice that though Jesus died a sacrifice 
for sin, and so cleansed thee from the consequences of thy crimes, He also 
rose again, and so justified thee from all charges that law or equity 
might frame against thy full acquittal ; and then He ascended as 
thy representative, and took possession of heaven for the~, where 
He now is, pleading on thy behalf that thou mayest be with Hrm where 
He is. 

There was a tree of some renown, methinks, in Israel, at the time of 
rebellion when Absalom's conspiracy was rife. It was the tree on which 
the conspirator was hanged by the hair of his head, and smitten through 
and through idth darts. ,veil do ye remember the time when Satan and 
all his hosts ca,me against Christ and against all his followers. Fierce 
was the affray, long did the conflict last; and terrible was the struggle; 
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but Satan, though defiant and furious, was vanquished beneath this 
goodly tree of great renown. Sin, all boastful in its pride, seemed 
confident that it had once for all subdued the Saviour of sinners. 
To the tree on which it nailed Him, He nailed the handwriting 
of ordinances that was against us. The peril He braved, the penalty 
He endured, but in so doing He triumphed over death. As Absalom 
was thrust through with darts, so here sin and Satan met their death­
wounds beneath this plant of renown. I will stand beneath this tree 
and rejoice that here the battle was fought that made every believer a 
victor, that here the great combat was waged which has crowned 
the head of every saint in heaven, and shall crown the head of every 
follower of the Lamb by-and-by. This is indeed, then, a plant 
of renown. All hail, blessed Jesus! all hail to Thee, great Prince 
of Peace ! Thou hast fastened Thy foes to Thy cross, and made that 
cross a chariot, at whose wheels Thou hast led our captivity captive. 
Thou hast overcome by Thy cross, that cross which is to us the ladder 
that reaches to heaven, though to Thee it was the dark descent into 
the depths of the grave. Surely, brethren, as we recollect the great 
victory which this plant has won for us, we shall account it a plant to 
be had inhonour. 

Let us also observe that Christ is a plant of renown because of the fruit 
whieh He bears. So productive is it of grace, that hundreds and thou­
sands, yea, millions, have fed all their lives long upon the promises, and 
tasted their ripe fulfilment, without any lack or stint. Of them we may 
say, as of the five thousand whom Christ fed on the mountain, "they 
did all eat and were filled." Those who have ever learned to feed upon 
Christ, can sing with the Psalmist, " He satisfieth my mouth with good 
things, so that my youth is renewed like the eagles.'' There is no fear, 
brethren, that ever there will be so many souls dependent upon Christ 
as to exhaust the supply of His benefits. The pasture is large 
and wide; they may feed without fear. Drink as they may they 
can never drain the river, for there shall be enough for all who come 
while the world shall stand. And then, the freshness is as remarkable 
as the fruitfulness. Fields that are never bare ; a river that never runs 
low; a tree that is laden with fruit all the year round-these are 
expressive figures of the Gospel of Christ, who is the substance of 
the Gospel, as we have proved to our heart's delight. The finest trees, 
planted in the fairest soil by the rivers of water, only bring forth 
their fruit in their season: but our adorable Lord is a plant of renown, 
to whom all seasons are alike. There is no winter in His years. Come 
when you will to Christ, His boughs always hang down and invite you 
to pluck of the delicious fruit. Figures fail to express His faithfulnese. 
By day and by night the gates of the city are open. Our Joseph hath 
a granary whose doors are never locked; nor does He demand any 
money of us when we apply to Him for corn. Infinite variety in 
the fruits enhances the celebrity of the goodly tree we arc talking 
about. The tree of life beareth twelve manner of fruits. Some 
of you who are young in grace want luscious and sweet fruit ; 
others of you need fruit that is substantial and nourishing ; 
and it is wonderful how the Lord Jesus suits every believer. The 
preacher will often find that certain doctrines of Scripture are palatable 
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to one congregation, and little relished by another congregation. Take 
any topic you please, however profitable to some Christians, there 
will be those to whom it is scarcely palatable: they may, perhaps, 
say it is out of season. But Jesus Christ is always suitable to all His 
saved people. The Jews say of the manna that it tasted according to 
every man's palate, whether his liking was for that which was pungent 
and spicy, or for that which was luscious and sweet. And surely it is 
so with those who feed on the bread of life, the living bread which came 
down from heaven. If you are passing through deep afflictions, there 
will be solace for you in the sufferings of Christ; or if you have been so 
highly favoured of God that you are humbled with a sense of infinite 
obligation, and at the same time elevated with feelings of unspeakable 
gratitude, that rare joy of Christ, when He rejoiced in spirit and gave 
thanks to the Father for His distinguishing grace, will interpret 
your sacred subdued pleasures. In honour or dishonour ; in sp1·e{l,ding 
fame dr abject shame; when enjoying the caresses or enduring the 
chastening of the Lord, there is food to suit every believer. And 
in every period of life, and at every crisis of your history, 
ye shall find in the testimony of Jesus wholesome and delicious nutri­
ment. Though we change, the fruit changes not; yea, it shall always be 
adapted to us under all circumstances. How is it, then, that so many 
Christians enjoy so little of the delicious fruits ? It must be their own 
fault; they have not because they ask not, or because they ask alniss. 
You are not straitened in Him, but in yourselves. It is marvellous. 
that you and I should go about with sad countenances, when we lnight 
rejoice; that we are so content to wear sackcloth, when we might put 
on scarlet and fine linen. Oh ! Jesus, let us perpetually live near 
to Thee, for Thy fruit makes Thee a plant of renown. 

How sweet, too, is the shade of this tree! The spouse says-" I sat 
under His shadow with great delight." In the hot East nothing can be 
more welcome or pleasant than the shadow of a broad-spreading tree, 
and in the hot day of our soul's trouble and of our heart's adversity, 
nothing can be more welcome than the protecting shadow which is cast 
over us by the Lord Jesus Christ. Have you ever been under His 
shadow? "Ay," says one, "I have known this ever since I was a 
child: I sought this retreat because I could find no other shelter, 
and there I have remained ever since,'' Hark thee, brother; never 
seek another- shadow, for there is none other like it. What refuge 
or what rest can be comparable to that we find in Jesus of Nazareth, 
the Son of God? Oh, my blessed Master, 

" Wb.ere can sucb. sweetness be, 
As I have tasted of Thy love, as I have found in Thee 1" 

Jonah had shelter for a short time under the shadow of a gourd from 
the scorching heat of the sun; but a worm did eat its root, and its life 
withered. We sometimes get screened, like Jonah, by_some flmyering 
umbrage, till the leaves begin to wither, and the root itself begins to 
fail. But if we sit under the shadow of our Beloved we shall never be 
fooled with false hopes ; His leaf will not fade ; at all times and seasons 
His spreading branches shall provide us a sanctuary, where we may 
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sweetly sing of His eternal love, of His constant faithfulness, of His­
immutable grace. 

Truly hath Jehovah raised up for us "a plant of renown,'' "the 
leaves whereof shall be for the healing of the nations." There is 
medicinal virtue in this plant. Our Lord Jesus Christ cureth all His 
people of their sad complaints. I do not think some Christian people 
credit this, for they have fits of despondency, and get into a state of 
doubting, and prescribe for themselves a season of self-examination. 
Know this, however, dear friends, that though self-examination is often 
very profitable, it will not cure our spiritual diseases ; and I think we 
are often like the poor woman who has no money, but keeps on looking 
into her empty purse only to groan the more heavily each time she 
looks. That is not the way to replenish it. The fact is, that whatever 
antidotes we may fly to in our anxieties for our spiritual aihnents, be it 
a sluggishness of the heart or a backsliding of the feet, the best, the 
safest, the most effectual recipe is to resort at once to Christ. You will 
not forget the Laodicean church; she was in the worst state into which 
a people could sink; they were neither cold nor hot; and He that 
walketh in the midst of the golden candlesticks used that extraordinary 
menace-" I will spue thee out of My mouth!" But do you remember 
the remedy that He counselled?-" Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock. If any man hear My voice and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and sup with him, and He with Me." Do you understand the 
meaning of that? It means that communion with Christ will cure 
any one individual of the lukewarmness that had overtaken the entire 
Laodicean community. Some people apply these words to the ungodly, 
and say it is an invitation to sinners. It may be so used, certainly ; 
and yet there is sure to be something awkward in the appliGation when 
you take a passage of Scripture out of its proper connection. The 
obvious sense is, that believers who have grown lukewarm, and churches 
who have lost their first love, are to be refreshed and revived, not by 
the law, not frequently by affliction, but by Christ coming into their 
midst, and giving them to enjoy once more the heart-reviving blessing 
of communion with Him. Well, Christian, consider this : Christ is a 
catholicon for all thy complaints. In Him thou shalt find a panacea 
for all thy pains. You have read, in the second part of The Pilgrim'i; 
Progress, how John Bun;van describes Matthew and the other boys 
falling sick through eatmg some plums that hung over the walls of 
Beelzebub's garden, and you will, no doubt, remember that the cure 
was so many drops of the blood of Christ ta.ken in the water of repen­
tance. That is a good prescription, and any one who knows how to 
take pills and draughts of that kind will soon find that whatever 
spiritual aihnent he suffers from is sure to be speedily removed. Sin­
sick soul, where are you to-night? Are you longing to be delivered 
from the fever of pride, from the ague of distrust ? Do you want to be 
saved from the leprosy of sin? Have you got the palpitating heart of 
fear and trembling ? Here is the cure for all your diseases-in Christ. 
Trust Christ, for he can cure all. You are not to look to this physician 
or to that for some remedy, and then come to Christ; but come to Him. 
just as you are, and you shall be made whole. 

Another point. You may have observed on the Continent trees of 
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liberty. They were planted on some memorable day when some 
dissatisfied people came out of their biding-places and upset the 
Government. As a general rule, they are rather the memorials of 
anarchy than of liberty. Still, you may sometimes see a tree that 
really does record an event worth chronicling, for it is planted in a city 
that was once beneath a tyrant's iron heel, but is now, happily, free. 
Jesus Christ is the great tree of liberty. The day that He was planted 
on l\Iount Calvary a general proclamation of liberty was made to all 
the people who had an interest in Him. That day the tyrant was 
dethroned. At that hour the captives went free, and all the people of 
God could leap around it with joy and gladness. Jesus Christ is "a 
plant of renown'' because He is to llil the memorial of all that God has 
done for us in breaking the fetters of our sin, and giving us a good hope 
of eternal life through repentance and faith. Beloved, let us cling to 
Christ as the tree of liberty; and when you feel your fetters gall 
you, ye slaves of sin, if you would be free, it is beneath that tree that 
you must find your libert.y. Do but touch this plant, and as the slave 
that touched Great Britain's shore was free at once, so, though you but 
touch the hem of Christ's garment, you, too, shall be free. Glorious 
•' plant of renown!" All the captives who have been released salute 
Thee with songs and acclamations. 

The beauty of this tree is that it is always green. It has the dew of 
its youth upon it ; it never grows old; it bears as much fruit and gives 
as much shelter now as ever. Here it stands, just where it did, and it 
shall stand in the same place till all the armies of the living God shall 
have sheltered themselves beneath its shadow, and have found rest 
in heaven. 

I wish I could speak better of the renown of this great plant, but, 
ah I my brethren, if we had the tongue of fame herself it were but a 
poor instrument with which to sound forth His praise. If an angel 
should leave his high abode to come and tell us of the glories of the 
Saviour, even he were a messenger beneath the dignity of the subject, 
and if all heaven's harps should sing, as they do sing, of bis love, and 
if all the tongues of the glorified spirits should join the song, yet-

" When they reach their highest notes, 
His love can ne'er be t:old." 

When their acclamations shall have swollen as into one great torrent 
of praise, and shall roll at the foot of His throne, even then the 
glory of the person of the Lord Jesus, no finite intelligence can 
ever reach. "God only knows the love of God,'' and the Renowned 
One Himself ouly knows the renown that is due to Him for what He 
is, and has been, and shall be to all His people world without end. 

II. Now I pass on to a second question-AMONG WHOM 1s CHRIST 
RENOWNED? 

In a superlative degree he is renowned by His Father. " This is l\Iy 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.'' He shall have honour at 
His Father's right hand, when He shall bring all His people safely 
there. 

And, besides, Christ has honour of all the holy angels. They came to 
bear witness to His advent, and filled the air with music at, Bethlehem. 
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They followed Him all His life ; they attended at His death ; they 
were present at His resurrection; they accompanied Him at His 
ascension :-

" They brought His chariot from on high 
To bear Him to His throne ; 

Clapped their triumphant wings and cried, 
' The glorious work is done!' " 

I think Watts is right when he pictures the angels as never having 
seen so much of God before. In all the creation there is not so much 
of God to be seen as "in the grace that rescued man." 

Christ is famous, too, among all the redeemed in heaven. Both day and 
night they talk and sing of Him. We have many topics: they have 
but one. We have many languages: they have but one:-

" Ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 
But all their joys are one ;" 

.And their song is one, too :-

" W9rthy the Lamb that once was slain, 
The Prince of Peace that groaned and died ; 

Worthy to rise, and live, and reign 
At His Ahnighty Father's side." 

Then, Christ is had in renown by all good men here below. They 
a.re sure to think and talk much of Him. Point me to a man who has 
but low thoughts of Christ, and I am sure the very lowest thoughts of 
his Christianity will be justifiable. You may gauge a man's spirituality 
by his tihoughts of Christ, his words about Christ, and his actions for 
Christ. Renowned, did I say, that Christ was by the good on earth? 
Yes, so renowned that in the ages past they have thought it cheap to 
lay down their lives for His sake. Their bodies to the lion's jaws, or 
to the flames or the rack have they cheerfully given, if only His name 
might be exalted and His Gospel published. · .And there are a few 
faithful souls left, thank God, a growing number, I rejoice to think, who 
can still say that if they can crown Him they are willing to be 
crushed themselves. If Christ could be lifted but one inch higher by 
my being cast down in the mire, I would consent to it joyously, and all 
the saints will say the same. Suffering shall be cheerfully borne if it 
honours Him ; labour shall be counted light if it crowns Him ; shame 
shall be submitted to if it magniftes Him. To go abroad would not be 
grievous could I thereby get glory to Him ; for His dear sake I would 
fain leave the England that I love, and even prefer privations amO'llg 
the heathen to the pleasures of home, to extend the knowledge of His. 
name and the virtues of His saving grace. Even life might well be 
lost and death be little dreaded for such a cause. Many of you, my 
good friends, understand better than I can explain how renowned and 
how revered our Lord is among the saints. " Because of the savour of 
thy good ointments Thy name is as ointment poured forth.'' The 
upright love Thee . 

.And be sure of this, that under the influence of fear, as well as by 
the inspiration of faith, the adorable name of our Lord Jesus is 
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renowned, Pride stands abashed at His prowess. At the devoutness 
of His character, and still more at the dignity of His person, devils are 
.filled with dread, He is 1·enowned among the angels of darkness. By 
the spell of His name the spoiler is spoiled. Satan cares little what 
doctrines we discuss unless Christ be the sum and substance of the 
standards for which we fight. His subtleties are more than a mafoh 
for our shibboleths; and as for our prayers, whatever pretence of piety 
they may show, he reckons them nothing unless there be a purity of 
faith which ensures their prevalence. He heeds not our profession 
unless Christ be our mainstay. But Satan trembles at the prestige of 
Christ's name as he doth at the presence of Christ Himself. Ah! he 
recollects that old prophecy about the bruising of his head, and he 
retreats from the very heel of Christ; he does not wish to have it 
repeated, and so at the lifting of the Cross he hears, as it were, a 
voice which cries : "Avaunt, thou fiend; get thee gone, for thy Master 
is come. Now shalt thou feel His power to send thee down to hell and 
bind thee there." 

Christ has a fame, too, among barl men. How soon they find out the 
preacher that talks most of his Master and lives nearest to his Lord, 
You will notice that they are sure to sting him most venomously, and 
if they can let out a bad word against religion, they will generally try 
to throw it at Christ. I believe that the principal object of infidel 
att,1eks is not the Bible, not inspiration, not the Church, but Christ, 
This is the devil's order to his myrmidons: " Press forward against 
Christ, for if His Gospel shall but cease to be proclaimed sin and super• 
stition shall soon reign without a rival." 

But the day is coming when this renown of Christ shall be more 
apparent than it is now. The Church has met in catacombs; she has 
worshipped God amidst the heathen ; she has read her Bible by the 
lightning's flash in the days of the Covenantcrs; she has worshipped 
the Saviour in out-of-the-way barns and conventicles in Puritanic 
times : but the day shall come when the hidden ones shall be manifest, 
for " Ho that will come shall come, He will not tarry;" and in that day 
when He shall come to be admired in all them that believe, then, 
even "from eastern shore to western,'' shall the great song go up of 
" Hallelujah to our God and to His Christ l" And when the angels of 
God shall muster around His throne, and all the dead shall stand to be 
judged by Him, then this plant of renown shall cover earth and 
heaven and hell with its broad shadow; and it shall indeed be honoured 
till the word of the prophet shall be fulfilled in its widest and most 
wonderful sense, 

III. The last point, which intimately concerns us all, is-FoR WHO'.\!: 
IS THIS PLANT TO BE RAISED UP? 

Has this plant of renown ever been raised up for me? How may I 
know this ? Have I ever felt my need of Christ? Have I felt my 
hunger, and therefore desired His fruit? Have I known my sickness, 
and therefore panted to be healed by Him? Am I conscious that I 
am poor, and naked, and miserable out of Him? Friends, there is a 
foll Christ for every empty sinner in the world. Jesus Christ is not 
only offered, but He is pressed upon every soul that has nothing to rely 
on in itself. If thou be naked, Christ has woven thee a garment. If 
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hou be sinful and need washing, Christ has :filled a bath on purpose to 
wash thee. If thou dost but know thy ruin, there is a remedy for 
thee. " Ah !" says one, "I know I am ruined; but I do not feel it 
as I ought." My friend, your not feeling is a part of your ruin. If you 
were to say you do feel your need as much as you ought I should have 
but little hope of you ; but inasmuch as you now know your heart to 
be hard, and your conscience to be dark, and you do really desire that 
this should be altered, I will invite you to come to Jesus, though you 
do not think you feel your need of Him. It may be, dear friend, that 
you did feel that need once, but you have lost your tenderness of con­
science ; you are afraid you are going back into the world; you are 
fearful lest you should fall into the ruin from which there is no exit. 
Beloved, it is for such as you are that Christ came. He seeks you to­
night. Oh! may He save you, as well as seek you. You do want Him; 
you know you do, He bids you come to Him. With more loving 
words than a mother or a friend could use towards a sick child, Jesus 
says to you: "Come unto Me; wander no longer, but come unto Me. 
Look no more to thy dreams, or thy apprehensions; to thy prayings or 
thy resolvings, but come to Me ; high on the cross I hang with out­
stretched hands for thee; bleeding at every pore a bloody sweat for 
thee; setting My heart abroach that it may give forth streams of life 
for tl1ee. Look, and forget thy ways, sinner. Let thy sense of sin, or 
thy sense that thou hast no sense, be an indication to thee that Christ 
is a plant of renown raised up for ever. He was raised up for thee if 
thou wilt trust Him and take Him to be thine All-in-all. " Talw Him?" 
says one, " ay, that I would, if I might have Him.'' Thou mayest 
freely have Him. "Ohl but I am not :fit for Him." There is no 
fitness wanted. Is thy liand empty? That is thy fitness. " But my 
hand is black." That will be thy fitness; filth is fitness for washing, as 
emptiness is fitness for receiving. "Ay, but my !mart is hard." 
That, too, is fitness. The Romanist tells about congruity; but I have 
to speak of a blessed incongruity. You may be dead, but Christ is 
alive; you may be lost, but Christ saves; you may be far off from God, 
but Christ is near; you may be an enemy to God by wicked works, but 
Christ transforms you into a friend, and acts as l\iiediator between you 
a~d the offended One. Oh! soul, may the Holy Spirit teach thee to­
mght what it is to receive Christ. No doubt there are thousands of 
souls in England who think that to get Christ is to feel something, or 
to do something, or to be something ; but it is nothing of the kind. To. 
get Christ is simply to fall into His arms, and to rely upon His promise. 
He has said; "I will save the soul that trusts in l\iie." Lord, I trust 
Thee. If you speak to the full-grown and advanced Christian, he will 
say, after perhaps fifty years' experience of Divine things, that he lrns 
nothing more to trust to now than he had at first for now it is 
with him as it was then-

" Nothing in my hands I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cliBg." 

God help thee, sinner, to cling to the cross. Do not talk any longer 
of thine unw01·thiness. If Christ never saved any but the worthy there 
would not be a single soul saved. He did not come to save the worthy; 
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they would save themselves. "The whole have no need of a physician, 
but they that are sick." Christ only saves men as sinners, not as 
righteous. He clea.nses no man as clean, but as filthy ; and He 
succours not the innocent, but the condemned, those who are lost 
and ruined by the fall. Trust Jesus. It is the Gospel in a word. 
Trust Jesus, and you shall find Him a plant of ronovrn in that day 
when you shall sit under His shadow before the throne of God. 

JOHN CARTER'S GOOD NAME 
AND HOW HE WON IT. 

CHAPTER VII. 

FROM the time that John Carter 
was converted and became a mem­
ber of a Christian church he enter­
tained a great desin; to be instru­
mental in the conversion of others. 
]'or the selfish creed which teaches 
a man never to care who sinks so 
that he himself swims, he had not 
the slightest sympathy. On the 
road to Heaven himself, he longed 
to be accompanied by numbers 
more who had forsaken the road 
that leads to hell. To "rescue the 
perishing," therefore, and '' care for 
the dying," was his forte; and he 
never felt happier than when he 
could quietly walk by the side of 
some poor wanderer, and seek, by 
loving persuasion, to guide him 
into the way of Gospel truth. And, 
in this respect, the Lord gave him 
his reward. Not merely in one 
case, but in several individual 
cases, it was his joy to know that 
he had not laboured in vain. But 
for some months there was one 
thing that troubled him sorely ; 
and that was to think of the large 
nnmber of people in his own street 
who never dreamt of entering a 
place of worship in order tc hear 
for their soul's profit the preaching 
of the Word of Life. The more 

he thought upon the matter the 
more it appalled him. How many 
houses were there in Church-street? 
Just one hun<lred. An<lhowmany 
househol<ls in that street habitually 
frequented any place of worship? 
By dint of observation and inquiry, 
he had foun<l ~hat there were twelve 
only. Eighty-eight households never 
darkening the doord of either 
church or chapel, and only twelve 
ever going at all ! What a per­
centage, he thought, this was on the 
side of the devil! And yet the 
street was called Church-street ! 
Surely the name might have been 
given in mockery ! '' Now what," 
he asked himself, "is to be done 
in this case? Am I to let Satan 
rule in this sad fashion in my own 
street, and yet put forth no effort 
as a Christian man to try to win 
these sinful and careless people 
over for the Lord ? Never ! Has 
not the Lord in his providence 
caused me to dwell in this street 
for its good 1 Should it not be 
made all the better through the 
humble influence that I may be 
permitted to exert in it P Of this 
l can have no doubt, but then what 
can I do 1 I am but a working 
man with little time on my hands, 
and how therefore am I to reach 
them all 1 It is a problem I should 
like to solve, but not knowing how 
to solve it, I can only, as usual, go 
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to the Lord and say, '' Lord, what 
wilt Thou have me to do P' 

It was not long before the prayer 
was answered. Having brought 
the matter before his pastor, Mr. 
Fuller asked him whether there 
was any appointed tract distributor 
for his district 1 

"No, sir; there was a kind 
friend once who lent some few of 
us printed sermons once a fort­
night; but I'm sorry to say he has 
left the town for some time, and 
nobody has filled his place." 

"Then why should not you fill 
it, and even do more than he did ?" 

"But how can I do it, sir?" 
"In a very easy way. As your 

leisure time is limited, make your 
own street only a mission station, 
and deliver a tract at every house 
once a month." 

"What, on the loan system?" 
"N" o : give them the tracts ; that 

will be far better." 
"But where am I to get the 

tracts from 1 They will cost some-
thing." · 

"You need not trouble, Mr. 
Carter, about that. I will be re­
sponsible for the tracts if you will 
undertake their delivery." 

"Thank you, sir; then I will do 
my share of the work readily. But 
how would you advise me to set 
about it 1" 

"Well, I don't know that I can 
do better than lend you this 'Ad­
dress,' which you can take home 
with you and read. It is entitled 
'A Friendly Talk to Tract Dis~ 
tributors,' b_y the Rev. T. H. Pat­
tison, and there are some useful 
hints in it that all tract distribu­
tors may study with profit. When 
yo·u have thoroughly digested it., 
come to my house again and I will 
have the tracts ready for you." 

As }1is pastor had intimated, 
John Ci.rter found the address to 
oe full of judicious, sound, and 

practical advice. Not until he had 
made himself master of its con­
tents did he return it, and then he 
acknowledged with gratitude that 
its perusal lrnd given him light 
and done him good. .As it is prn­
bable that it may likewise be useful 
to others who may be led to en­
gage in the like good work, for 
their sakes we will take the liberty 
of giving a summary of it. After 
referring to tracts being scoffed at 
by the godless, the worthy minister 
goes on to say :-

,, Now I believe that a great deal 
of the reasonable objection to a 
tract arises from the simple fact 
that it is often made the broad 
end of the wedge instead of the 
thin. If you wish to make it really 
a power for good, yon must use 
your tract only as a letter of intro­
duction. It will just furnish you 
then with what you generally need 
-a good start. - Our object is to 
reach the hearts and heads and 
homes of those Jiving round about 
us : to relieve the poor, minister 
to the sick, and teach the ignorant 
tu such an extent as God bas made 
us able and willing. Well, now, 
with the tract in your hand, you 
!Jave the excuse for calling at the 
houses of your neighbours and so 
getting acquainted with their wants 
and ways. Tracts are, of course, 
quite a modern help to evangelising. 
They are one result among many of 
the invention of printing. But one 
great objection to tract distribution 
is that it so ofte1i ends on itself. I 
sometimes hear the pulpit called 
'Cuward's Castle,' and not without 
reason, if it is abused to cowardly 
purposes. But may not the tract be 
'Coward's Castle' too 1 To merely 
give it away, or drop it, or, more 
genteel still, to 11ide it in drawers, 
and railway carriages, and hedge­
rows, is very often just a quack 
doctor's salve for an uneasy con-
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science, It looks as if you were 
ashamed of your work; or, at all. 
events, were not much interested . 
in it. .And, depend upon it, people 
estimate the value of goods very 
much according to the recommen­
dation of the shopkeeper. 

"Be carcf ul, then, as to the man­
ner in which you go about your work, 
I have had a good many tracts 
given to me, and have seen a great 
many more given to others. My 
recollection of the distributor's face 
is rarely a very pleasant one. In 
some cases he looked as if he were 
handing a patient a dose of rhubarb 
after taking a taste from the cup 
himself. ln others he rel!iinded 
me of a timid child feeding a strange 
dog, and all the while in such a 
hurry to get its lrnn<l out of harm's 
way that it snatches back the food 
almost as soon as it gives it. Then, 
again, you have the apologetie tract 
distributor, who seems to be per­
petually begging pardon for in­
truding, and conscious that what 
he has to offer is very poor stuff. 
Sometimes you see the most offen­
sive of all in the man who assumes 
that solemn brim~lune air which 
ought to be confined to under­
takers handing gloves to despond­
ing friends on funeral occasions. 
Now, if you will remember that 
the tract is to get you ready and 
hearty admission into the house.s at 
1rhich you call, you will avoid all 
these most unfortunate mannerisms. 
Do your work heartily and cheer­
fully 1l'ith that smile which is worth 
so much and costs so little. 

"Be careful, too, to beu:are of 
indiscriminate gfring. Suit the tract 
as far as possible to the case 
you are visiting. Don't read ' The 
Swearer's .Prayer' to a poor man 
in the last stage of consumption. 
Don't give 'Advice to a Young 
Married Couple' to a solitary seam­
stress, Don't expect the artisan 

just in from his work to be in­
terested in ' The True Story of 
Sally l::l.' But this suggests the 
subject of tract writing. All I need 
say here upon this matter is, that 
my wonder is not that we have so 
few good tracts, but that we have 
so many. Those who know most 
about it agree that in no compo­
sition is it more difficult to succeed, 
The narrative should be clear and 
truthful : the appeal pointed, ear­
nest, and short ; and every sentence 
should take effect. 

'' Be courteous. Whether we live 
in a palace or in a garret the pro­
verb holds good that 'an English­
man's home is his castle.' You 
have no right to intrude into any 
room, not the poorest or meanest. 
But if you will be cheerful and 
simple, there is scarcely a home 
but you may be free of it and wel­
comed to it when you show your 
face there. 

"Be .~ympathising. A glance as 
you enter will show you all the 
bearings of the place; whether 
there is a baby to hold, or a sick 
person to speak to, or a child's love 
to win, or one of the thousand 
little offices of the home to perform; 
Depend upon it this is the way to 
succeed. Get en rapport, as the 
French say, with the people ; find 
out where they come from, who 
their friends are, what they think 
about or what they care for. The 
man with 'half an eye' for this 
sort of thing is infinitely surer to 
get on in his mission than a Boan­
erges with stentorian lungs, though 
he have 'Hyperion's curls' or the 
'front of Jove himself.' 

"But underneath all this cheerful 
homeliness be earnest: let yo·ur heart 
be in it. Christ, rernem ber, is your 
great model, and ' He was about 
His Father's business' even when 
He performed the mosL trivial duties 
in life. You may not be lacking in 
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warm hearts, but do not be afraid 
to show them ; pour out all the 
wealth of affection in you in earnest, 
hearty effort to commend the Go8pel 
of Christ. This will cause you to 
be foll offoretlwught, anxious to be 
usefnl in the homes you visit, and 
save you from the bitter reproach 
of remembering 

" 'The wounds we might have healed, 
The human sorrow and smart, 

And yet it never was in our souls 
To act so ill a part. 

Dut evil is wrought by want of 
thought, 

As much as by want of heart.' 

'' And, as a last word, remember 
above all what Christ's life teaches 
us-that the relief of the poor, the 
word to the children, the office to 
the sick person must all lead to 
preaching Christ's full and ji·ee sal-
1:ation. This is what every one 
needs, and you cannot be wrong in 
offeriug it as 'God's unspeakable 
gift' unto all." 

(To be continued.) 

EVANGELIC.AL CHRISTIAN­
ITY OUR DUTY. 

BY REV, E, EALMFORD. 

IN these days of ecclesiastical con­
troversy it is VeI"y necessary that 
we should get clear views upon 
those questions which agitate the 
internal life of Christendom. There 
is a controversy within the bosom 
of Christendom not only about 
minor matters of Church prefer­
ence (matters which, in themselves, 
are confessedly of secondary im­
portance), but there is controversy 
about deeper things than these, 
about truths of the utmost vital 

impprtance. The trut.hs I rPfe~ to 
are~what are called the Evangelical 
truths of Christianity. The origin 
of Christianity is the love of God 
towards sinners; reden;ption, the 
forgiveness and remission of sins 
obtained by the obedience and sa­
crificial death of Christ is the 
method of salvation. 1. Christianity 
is a religion of facts. N eander, 
in his Life of Christ, say8, "Chris­
tianity rests upon these facts, stands 
or falls by them. By faith in them 
has that life in all ages regenerated 
mankind. \Vere these goue there 
might indeed remain many of the 
effects of what Christianity has 
been, but as for Christianity in 
the true sense, as for a Christian 
Church there could be none." Faith 
in these facts produces holiness of 
heart and life imparted by the 
power of the Holy Spirit through 
the truth manifested by Jesus 
Christ. We all admit that Chris­
tianity consists of certain facts. 
What are those facts 1 The divine 
nature and character ; the moral 
and physical condition of mankind; 
God's love to man with all its un­
speakable gifts ; the plan of human 
redemption; the person, nature, 
and work of Christ; the opening 
of the kingdom of Heaven to all 
believers with all its gracious dis­
pensations; the gift and work of 
the Holy Spirit; these are all great 
realities or facts. Christianity is, 
therefore, to be r€ceived as sach; 
her doctrines are to be accepted 
and acted on a~. the things most 
surely believed. Now when a man 
accepts with implicit confidence the 
facts of Christianity, and, consist­
ently with that belief, commits 
himself to Christ as his Saviour 
then will occur a new and addi: 
tional fact ; that is, such a believer 
wi~l. become regenerated by the 
Spmt of God, and will enter on 
that eternal life which is promised 
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to all that believe. He will not· 
only thus be a new creature but 
will also be justified by faith, aud 
have peace with God. This is 
the life of Christianity, the life of 
faith. Faith in the fact and per­
son of Christianity is necessary 
to the Christian life, is necessary to 
personal salvation. 2. When these 
facts of Christianity come to be 
preached or taught as the Gos­
pel, they will necessarily assume 
a doctrinal form. These doctrines 
we designate evangelical, because 
we believe them to be essential to 
llalvation. What, then, are the doc­
trines of Evangelical Christianity 1 
By Evangelical Christianity I mean 
that system, the leading doctrines 
of which are the depravity of lrn­
man nature, the deity and atone­
ment of Jesus Christ, justification 
by faith through the merits of His 
blood, and the necessity of the Holy 
Spirit's influence to regenerate and 
sanctify the heart. Take away 
from Christianity the doctrine of 
human depravit,};'. and the whole 
system falls to tlie ground, for any 
other view of human nature ren­
ders the atonement of Christ a 
superfluous provision. What the 
Bible says about human depravity 
is the testimony of Evangelical 
Christianity in its broadest and 
ruost emphatic form. It affirms 
the universal and total depravity 
of human nature. Here our Chris­
tianity takes it!! firm and unchanging 
stand, and publishes a distinct 
theory of human nature. If this 
theory can be disproved the whole 
evangelical conception is destroyed, 
for if we are whole what need we 
of a physician. This doctrine is 
the key of the Evangelical poeition, 
and for this reason it should, I 
think, be more distinctly expounded, 
and affirmed, and preached. Take 
away the doctrine of Christ'.;i di­
vinity, and we disqualify Him for 

the great work for \\' hich He came 
into the world, that of expiating 
the sins of men. Take away the 
doctrine of atonement and you 
leave a chasm in the system which 
makes all that remains of no nlti • 
mate value to the sinner. The 
atoneme[lt of Christ lies at the 
very centre of Christianity, and 
makes Evangelical religion exceed­
ingly different from all other reli­
gions. And it is faith in the atone­
ment of Christ which is the peculiar 
requirement of the Gospel, and 
which implies a living surrender 
cf the soul to Christ and a devotion 
to Him for his surpassing loving­
kindness and redeeming mercy. 

We are justified by faith, and 
this doctrine of justification by 
faith lies at the very centre and 
foundation of all Christian doc­
trine. To give up these doctrines 
is to give up Cbristianity, and 
these doctrinPs constitute what we 
call Evangelical Christianity. Uni­
tarians may call themselves Chris­
tians, but if they deny these truths 
they have no right to the title. 
There have been, and still are, 
am_ong them names we delight. to 
honour, not only because they are 
associated with high intellectual 
culture, but because of their noble, 
generous disposition and eminent 
usefulness; but if they reject the 
atonement, the Deit_y of Christ, 
they reject the very vital truths of 
Christianity. Without, I hope, ren­
dering myself liable to the charge 
of bigotry on the one hand, or of 
latitudinarianism on the other, I 
must express my own conviction 
that the preaching of the Gospel 
is briefly the prea.~hing of 9hrist 
as the Saviour for smners gmlty of 
breaking the laws of God and con­
demned by His justice ; that salva­
tion is effected by Christ's obedience 
unto death as an offering for sin 
and embraced by faith in His name'. 
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I know there are some preachers 
who say to their people, "I tell you 
what I believe to- day, but I am 
not sure what I shall believe to­
morrow; I am but an inquirer 
after truth, and I invite you to 
join me in the search.'' But this 
surely cannot be said of the car­
dinal truths of Christianity. Truth, 
absolute and unchangeable, is here. 
"For this end was I born," said 
our Lord, '' and for this cause came 
I into the world that I should bear 
witness to the tmth." And in 
accordance with this testimony be­
fore Pilate was His prayer to His 
Father, "Sanctify them through 
Thy truth; thy Word is Truth." 
The faith, says Jude, has been once 
for all delivered to the imints, and, 
as it was delivered, it is for us to 
hold fast to the end. But do we ? 
Listen to the Rev. R. W. Dale in 
one of his lectures to the students 
at Yale College: "While the pro­
cess of reconstructing your own 
theology is going on you will be 
tempted to criticise with unsparing 
severity the traditional theology of 
Evangelical Church~s. Some of you 
will find that the temptation is very 
strong. When a young man begins 
to preach, if he has any fervour in 
him, any enterprise, any intellectual 
brightness or freedom, he is very 
likely to think that the changes 
which are necessary in the thoughts 
of the Church are almost infinite. 
Of old things all are over old. Of 
good things, none are good enough. 
He'll show that he can help to 
form a church of better stuff." The 
young preacher will find out his 
blunder in a few years, when he 
would ask himself not how many 
errors he could confute, but how 
much positive truth he had to 
preach, Brethren, have we not, I 
ask, positive truth to preach. Yes, 
and that truth is Evangelicat. We 
believe that the Scriptures contain 

all the truths which it is essential 
to salvation to receive, and those 
truths are Evangelical. We believe 
these truths, and these truths ai·e 
our creed. Of course we do not 
believe that Christianity is a. reve­
lation of doctrines primarily; it is 
a revelation of character and spirit 
which is an appeal to the heart, an 
awakening of the soul, a principle 
of new life for him who receives it. 
Doctrines are but a part of its dis­
cipline, and they are as needful to 
healthy, vigorous, Christian life as 
bone is needful to flesh. Many 
of the doctrines we are called 
upon to believe are hard to under­
stand, some of them impossible to 
understand. In regard to them we 
see through a glass .. darkly. In 
regard to them we have to exer­
cise faith, and to say with Tenny­
son:-

" Strong Son of God, immortal love, 
,vhom wo that have not seen Thy 

faco, 
By faith, and faith alono embrace, 
Believing when we cannot prove. 
We have but faith, we cannot know, 
For knowledge is of things 1,e see; 
And yet we trust it comes from Thee, 
A beam in darkness let it grow." 

These doctrines are revealed but 
not explained. Reason says, "I 
cannot understand them, and there­
fore will not believe them." Failih 
says, "I will believe them, though 
I cannot understand them." Take 
the Trinity, who can understand 
that 1 But we believe in it. Charles 
Kingsley, in regard to this doctrine, 
says: - " lv!y heart demands the 
Trinity as much as my reason, I 
want to believe that God cares for 
me, that God is our Father, that 
God has interfered, stooped, sacri­
ficed Himself for us. I do not want 
merely to love a Christ, some 
creation or emanation of God's, 
whose will and character, for aught 
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I know, may be different from 
God's. I want to love ;tn.d honour 
the abysmal God, and none other 
will satisfy me. No puzzling text 
shall rob me of His rest for my 
heart, that Christ is the exact 
counterpart of Him in whom we 
live, and move, and have our being. 
I say boldly if the doctrine of the 
Trinity is not in the Bible it ought 
to be, for the whole spiritual nature 
of man reql'lires it. I have been 
able to draw all sorts of practical 
lessons from it in the pulpit, and 
ground all my morality and a great 
deal of my natural philosophy upon 
it, and shall do so more." And 
when Charles Kingsley was dying, 
his central thought was that only 
in faith and love to the Incarnate 
God and Saviour can the cleverest 
as we11 as the simplest find peace 
with God. "In this faith," says 
his wife, "he had lived, and as he 
lived so he died, humble, confident, 
unbewildered." The human heart 
requires above all things rest. It 
needs Christ seen by faith. This 
has been the rest of men in all 
ages, the doctrinal centre of the 
Christian life"; the atonement made 
by our Lord Jesus is our reEt, and 
it has never disappeared from the 
Church, and I believe never will. It 
is the root of our religion, and sanc­
tification is the fruit. Ignatius, Poly­
carp, Augustine, Wycliffe, Luther, 
Calvin, Bunyan, Wesley, Binney, 
Guthrie, Norman McLeod found 
their rest here, All these and 
many others of our own day rest 
in the great atonement, however 
they differ in other respects. In the 
age of Augustine He was the All-in­
A.11, the great Redeemer of His 
people ; to the Reformers He was 
the Divine and only sacrifice; to 
the followers of Calvin He was the 
Divine Shepherd folding His own 
sheep ; t., the Arminians He is the 
glorious God of love ; and to all of 

us He is the Almighty Saviour, 
and we can all sing, 

" Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to Thy bosom fly." 

" Rock of Agos cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee." 

"'Ere since by faith I saw the stream 
Thy flowing wonnds snpply, 

Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be till I die.'' 

But these doctrines, these truths 
are attacked. Much is said and 
written against what we call Evan­
gelical Christianity. Philosophers, 
politicians, poets, historians, no­
velists have written against it. In 
some of our religious novels we 
have representations of professed 
Evangelical Christians which are 
far from lovely; the object of the 
writer may be to cast deserved ridi­
cule against the mere pretenders to 
Christianity. Mr. Gladstone, in 
his Courses of Religious Thought, 
speaking of the Evangelical schools, 
says:-" Even now, amidst its many 
excellences, there are some signs 
that danger is at hand. In.deed, 
were it not for the ground of hope 
ever famished by true piety and 
zeal, it seems hard to assign 
any limit to the future range of the 
destructive principle." If there is 
danger, then the more reason why 
we should set our faces against 
novelties and innovations, and hold 
on with all our might to the grand 
truths of Christianity. Our duty, 
I think, is clear-namely, to con.­
tend earnestly for the faith once de­
livered to the saints. \Ve, as Evan­
gelical Christians, are set for the 
defence of the Gospel. Our faith 
is assailed at the present day as it 
never was assailed in the past. 
Unbelief and Rationalism prevail 
amonrrst us. \Ve know there is 
much

0

true religion, but we can see 
also extensively prevailing amongst 
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us a morbid ~uperstition, To-day, 
as three centuries ago, we have to 
battle against an insidious Papal 
aggression from without, and a 
Catholic reaction in the very heart 
of the Established Church. We 
liave again to declare for Evan­
gelical truth and for liberty of con­
science, speech, and worship. It fa 
true the Rationalism of the age 
m~y do some good. If it de8troy 
priestcraft, so far it will be auided 
b.}'. true philosophy and ac~urate 
science. But we must condemn it 
when it rejects all faith that tran­
scends the limits of reason and 
eliminates from history every fact 
that cannot be explained by natu­
ral causes. That is one foe, the 
enemy alike of truth, of God, and 
?f mankind. The spirit of the age 
Is not one of open blasphemy; it 
rather patronises Christ, with some 
portions of Scripture, and the moral 
precepts of Christianity. But it 
denies the existence and inter­
ference of the sup~rnatural, it 
eliminates God from the sphere of 
natural law, it ignores human sin 
and man's need of redemption, it 
repudiates the Bible, and, under 
the pretence of treating it like any 
other book, it treats it worse than 
any other book was ever treated. 
It utters the everlasting " No, there 
is no supernatural, no miracle, no 
ever-present and active mind in the 
world's government, no angel, no 
spirit, no regurrection. This is the 
spirit of the age, and this is the 
enemy we have to fight. Let us be 
determined to fight bravely and 
nobly the battles of the Lord, taking 
with us the Sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God." 

"Brothers! up to the breach, 
For Christ's freedom and truth, 

Let us act as wo teach, 
With the wisdom of age and the vigour 

of youth: 

Heed not their cannon balls, 
Ask not who stands or falls, 
Grasp the sword of the Lord, 

And forward! 
"Brothers! strong in the faith, 

That ;ight will come right, 
:Never tremble at de,ith, 

Never think of thyself mid the roar of 
the fia:ht: 

Hark! to the battle-cry, 
Sounding from yonder sky, 
Grasp the sword of the Lord, 

And forward ! 

"Brothers! sing n loud psalm, 
Ollr hope's not forlorn, 

After the storm comes the calm. 
After darkness and twilight breaks 

forth the new morn. 
Let the mad foe get madder, 
Never quake up the ladder, 
Grasp the sword of the Lord, 

And forward ! 

" Brothers ! up to the breach, 
For Christ's freedom and truth, 

If wo live we shall teach, 
With tbo strong faith of age and the 

bright hope of youth ; 
If we perish, then o'er us 
Will ring the loud chorus, 
Grasp the sword of the Lord, 

And forward ! 

Let us as Baptists unite in this 
great struggle. 1Ve all believe in 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism. 
We believe in God, in Jesus Ubrist; 
we believe in our souls ; we believe 
in redemption from sin, from guilt, 
and from punishment; we believe 
in the resnrrection of the dead and 
life everlasting. This is our grand 
creed. This is our religion. In­
fidelity comes to us, and unfolds its 
little couch and lays it on the 
ground, and says to our souls, 
"Rest there !" Rationalism does 
the same. Unitarianism does the 
same. But we know many have 
tried these and have failtd to find 
rest for their souls. The bed was 
too short for them. The couch 
of infidelity only reaches from the 
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cradle to the grave, while our souls 
have desires that wander through 
eternity. Infidelity, Rationalism, 
Unitarianism, do not satisfy the 
hunger, the thirst of our souls, 
But in Evangelical Christianity 
there is room, God is, Christ is, 
my soul is, redemption from sin and 
a glorious life eternal is. We stretch 
our souls on that couch, and we 
rest for ever and will rest, that 
until God ceases to be can our 
Christianity be quenched on the 
earth. It may have its nights and 

days, itswinterandsummer, it may 
be subject to great laws of change; 
but nevertheless the Word of God 
standeth sure, its foundations are 
immovable; and not until the last 
generation has been born and trarn,­
lated, not until the last tear has 
been shed, not until the last pulse 
of love has throbbed, not until the 
new heaven an(l the new earth 
appear, will our Christianity die on 
the earth and lose its power among 
men. 

Oldham. 

on, 

A GLIMPSE OF CHRIST FOR EACH SUNDAY IN THE YEAR. 

BY W. POOLE BALFERN, 

CHRIST A SURETY. 

FoR JULY 6TB. 

"By s6 much was Jesus made the 
Surety of a better testament."-Heb. 
vii. 22. 

J EBUS is Lhe Surety of His people ; 
He received theIDf:om His Father's 
hand as a Divine gift, His treasure, 
crown, and joy. "Thine they were," 
he says, '' and Thou gavest them to 
Me;" and He engaged to do all that 
was necessary for their salvation, 
and to present all at last before 
His Father's face with exceeding 
joy. U how wondrous is the love 
of our bleeding Surety, nor less the 
character which made Him equal 
to so great a work. As the Surety 
of His redeemed He engaged to 
expiate their sins, to impart to eaeh 
and all of them sp,ritual life and 
holiness, to preserve them from all 
danger, to s;.1pply all their needs, 
and ultimately to bring them all to 

their Father's house above. Oh 
how vast and responsible the work 
of our beloved Surety; but, blessed 
be God, He is quite equal to it, and 
herein is our hope for the future of 
the Church that Christ cannot and 
will not fail to carry on His work 
until all His redeQmed are made 
the recipients of His salvation. 
How sustaining and encouraging 
are those thoughts to the earnest 
but often discouraged worker. I · 
am working, such may say, iu the 
midst of much difficulty and weak­
ness, but not alone. Christ, the 
great Surety of His people, is with 
me ; lie, too, is using me as a part 
of that instrumentality through 
which He acknowledges His own 
responsibility in the salvation of 
His people, and, through my poor 
efforts, is not only declaring His 
love but the debt of honour He 
owes to His own covenant engage­
ments with His Father in Heaven; 
and what an honour He is putting 
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upon me in deigning to use me thus 
to meet the demands made upon 
His faithfulness and love. And 
bow cheering to my faith even now 
to see the influence of His Divine 
Suretyship traversing the entire 
universe, and, with the very 
strength of God, bringing toge• 
ther the countless host of God's 
elect to the present enjoyment of 
His love as an earnest of their 
being with Him for ever. Looking 
at the Church through the Surety­
ship of Christ, my faith can even 
now rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. 

CHRIST A FOUNDATION. 

}'QR JULY 13TH.· 

"For other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
<Jhrist.''-1 Cor. Hi. 12. 

WHAT a foundation God has laid 
for His Uhurch, embodying all the 
attributes of Deity, for Christ, who 
is this one foundation, is the bright­
ness of the Divine glory, and the 
express image of God's essence. 
It cost ·God, therefore, more to 
build this foundation than to create 
the universe; for this cost Him but 
an act of His power, that the gift 
of His Son, and that Son His life, 
Men, however, constantly try to 
supersede the work of God, and 
neglect the foundation He has pro­
vided to build on something of 
their own. Some build upon their 
own good deeds, feelings, or vir­
tues; some upon the church, the 
priest, or the confessional ; to all 
such God speaks and declares that 
other foundation can no man lay 
than is laid, J€'sus Christ. Christ 
in his Divine attributes, offices, and 
names ; Christ in His obedient life, 
imfferings, and death ; Christ as our 

ever-living Prophet, Priest, and 
King; is the only foundation of a 
sinner's hope, which, being pro­
vided by God Himself, will stand 
for ever. Reader, art thou building 
upc,n Christ, His blood and right­
eousness. 0 see to it that thou 
art trusting in Him only, who of 
God is made unto us wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and 
redemption! 0, believer, rejoice 
in this salvation; it is the Rock of 
Ages, and will never fail thee in 
life or death ; whatever storms may 
beat upon thee, whatever afflictions 
overtake thee, this will stand firm, 
for Jesus Christ is the same yes­
terday, and to-day, and for ever, and 
therefore those who trust in Him 
shall be as Mount Zion, which can­
not be moved. 

CHRIST OUR RIGHTEOUS­
NESS. 

FoR JULY 20irn. 

" And this is the name whereby He 
shall be called, the Lord our Rightcous­
ness." -J er. xxiii. 6. 

ALL true Christians are said to be 
justified by faith, and, being thus 
justified, are said to have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But to stand justified before God, 
to be by B im pronounced righteous 
or just, implies the possession_ of 
righteousness. From whence then 
comes the righteousness of the sin­
ner in which he stands accepted 
before God 1 Not from himself, for 
the Word of God declares we have 
all sinned, and that none are right• 
eous,nonotone. From wheucecomes 
it then 1 From Christ Himself, in 
accordance with the old promise 
that in Him shall all the seed of 
Israel be justified and shall glory. 
And this is the name whereby He 
shall be called, the Lord our Right-
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eousness. The righteousness, there­
fore, which constitutes us just, is 
the righteousness of Christ. And 
it is made ours by fait.h, and being 
thus justified, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
And if our peace is to be perma­
nent and abiding, we must see to it 
that our faith coustantl v has to do 
with the righteousness of Christ as 
the only ground of our acceptance 
and hope before God. 

CHRIST A FRIEND. 

FoR JULY 27TH, 

" There is a friend that sticketh 
closer than a hrother."-Prov. xviii. 24. 

"Having loved His own that were 
in t~,e world, ~~ loved them unto the 
end. -John xm. 1. 
THE Christian outwardly may often 
appear before men as very poor, 
desolate, and forsaken ; but, in 
fact, this is never true, for he bas 
ever a friend who loveth at all times 
and sticketh closer than a brother. 
And the great peculiarity of the 
friendship of (.,'hrist is that it ori­
ginates in His own love. He does 
not love His own friends in the first 
instance because they resemble 

A Reason foi· the Ilope that is in You; 
or, What the Baptists Believe anrl 
Why. REV. W. HA1'SON. Elliot 
Stock, 

Tms comprehensivo little manual 
should be in the hands of eve1·y church 
member and would be a valuable 
guide ; if every church would resolve 
on giving a copy to each new convert 
to our ranks, it would do good to the 
individual and add strength to the 

Himself; but He loves them into a 
resemblance, and then loves them for 
being what His own love has made 
them to be. Christ is, indeed, a 
unique friend, and there are none 
like Him in heaven or earth. In 
Him are hidden all God's treasures 
of perfection, wisdom, and know­
ledge. He is God of gods, Light 
of Lights, very God of very God, 
and yet a brother full of human 
sympathy--wise, faithful, patient, 
meek, tender, compassionate, true, 
ever living for and laying Himselfout 
for the highest good of His friends 
in winter and summer, joy and 
sorrow, and prepared to use all His 
infinite resources for their comfort, 
elevation, and joy, and that for 
ever. He is able thus to bless all 
His friends, while He hl'ts a whole 
heart for each, and speaks to each 
as though He had only Qne claiming 
His constant care and love. " Fear 
not," he sa,ys, " I am with thee ; 
be no~ dismayed, for I am thy God: 
I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will 
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee 
with the right hand of My righteous­
ness." 0 let us seek for grace to 
reciprocate His love and to trust 
Him as He ought to be trusted, and 
to be increasingly loyal to Hie. 
Spirit and Word. 

body-the church. The chapters on 
Sponsorsl,ij,, Baptism IS Immersion, 
Church :Membership, &c., are very 
concise and well-written essays, and 
will be profitable to all who read them. 
The price places it within the roach of 
the humblest among us. 

No. 3 Monthly Part. House and Home, 
a Journal for all Classes. Home 
Office, 335,· Strancl. 

THIS magazine is promotive of the 
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comfort, healt-h, and social well-being 
-of the human family. Its articles are 
written with intelligent caro, and 
2.lways have an eye to the useful. 
We have read with approval a chapter 
-on page 155, '' How to cure and pre­
vent the desire for strong drink." All 
engaged in the temperance work, and 
all mothers, and those to whom the 
training of children is committed, 
would do well to givo it a thoughtful 
perusal. 

The Catholic Presbyterian. May. 
Nisbet and Co. 

IT was our pleasure to call attention 
to this serial last month, by referring 
to a very stirring essay on the "Peril 
of a Degraded Pulpit," as now we 
take the opportunity of writing a few 
admiring words on the article by the 
editor, Professor Blackie, " On Chris­
tianity-Calvinism and Culture." We 
rejoice at all times, from whatever 
quarter the truth may emanate, if it 
helps Christian people to distinguish 
between Calvinism pure and Calvinism 
,purious. It only needs the slightest 
knowledge of the writings of the great 
Reformer to see that the namo of this 
eminent though not infa!Uble Christian 
man is used to propagate sentiments 
with which he could have had no sym­
pathy, and would, probably, have ex­
pressed his abhorrence. Wo there­
fore with joy cull a fow paragraphs 
from Prnfessor Dlackie's valuable 
paper. " To rep,·esent all human things 
as vain and wodhless in themselves 
,apartji·om thefavou,· of God is a sound 
and impregna/Jle position. But to re, 
present them a., vain and worthless ·in 
themselves is quite the reve,·se • . . We 
do not need to show that there is nothing 
in the nature of evangelical doctrine 
fitted to give rise to such a disparaging 
view of human cu/Wre--its place and 
its worth •.. A soul, therefore, par­
iloned and regenerated can only be at 
the beginning of the specia~ work 
required to bo done by man Ill con­
nection with the world. . . . This 
world is God's world. The devil has 
tried to rule it for himself. The do­
minion which Christ claims is the 

whole worlti; and it is the Christian's 
duty to take possession of all of it 
in Christ's name and use it for His 
glory. So the writer says of Science, 
of Philosophy, of Art, of Literature­
they are Christ's right. On his head 
were many crowns. And ought we 
not, in view of such things, to desire 
and pray more earnestly that Christ's 
kingdom may come in its fulness and 
with all its glorious provision for the 
wants and cravings of tho human soul? 
Come, then, and, added to Thy many 
crowns, receive yet ono, the crown of 
all the earth-Thou who alone art 
worthy." 

Jolm Trueman's Rise in Life; or, Doing 
the Right for it.s Own Sak~. A Story 
for Young Mon. ALGERNON RIVERS, 

Barrister-at-Law. Elliot Stock. 

Tms interesting lit!lo book is written 
in a natural and cheerful style, and 
illustrates the principle that acting 
for tho right eventually leads to suc­
cess. We advise our young people to 
obtain a copy and read for themselves. 
Bnt, for the sake of some, must add a 
request, do not time God, nor despai,· if 
success is not visible and even delays to 
come. Somo are an exception to the 
principle. Do the rig!,t and good must 
come. Do THE RIGHT FOR ITS OWN 

SAKE AND LEA VE THE RESULTS, IS OUR 
MAXIM. We could givo instances in 
which life, viewed from a human 
standpoint, seems a failure and can only 
be acquiesced in by truth. 

" Thy ways, 0 God, with wiso design, 
Aro framed upon Thy throne 

above, 
And every dark awl bending line 

J\Ieets in the centre of Thy love." 

.Are Engli,hmen Israelites? A Three 
Nights' Debate betweenllfr. EmVARn 
Hnrn and Mr. RODERT ROBERTS in 
Exeter Hall. Lord William Lennox 
in the chair. Pitman, Paternoster­
row. 

IN our book notices last month we ex. 
pressd a desire to seo the lectures 
given by Mr. Hine and Mr. Roberts 
published under one cover. Here our 
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wish is partly gratified by the publica­
tion of this discussion. The qneetion 
is one which bas gained much and in­
creasing attention of late, and we 
believe that many thousands of sincere 
Christians, and among them many in­
telligent Christian ministers, hold Mr. 
Hine's views. We advise all to read 
this debate, and advise all contro­
versialists not to suppose that all the 
light is with them and only stupidity 
with those who differ. We fear we 
could detect a little of this sph-it with 
the disputants. We express no opinion 
on the main question, bnt shall read, 
hear, and investigate for ourselves. 

BAPTISr MAGAZINES A.ND BAPTIST 
LITERATURE. 

The Baptist. We are thankful to the 

Editor for rescuing from a sort of ob­
livion the episode in the life of John 
Bunyan. It will biJ quite new to many 
readers of the Baptist Magazine, th1t 
Swo,-d and Trowel, Full Measure. The 
Gweral Baptist : either it or we were 
not quite up to the usual mark. The 
Freeman and Baptist, with their wide 
range of all subjects and questions of 
a Baptist character, make them fa­
vourites with all who have a heart­
interest with us in the spread of New 
Testament principles. Evangelical 
Christendom and Truth and P,·o_qress 
have reached us. Also a letter issued 
by the Protestant Alliance giving somo 
objections to the University Education 
(Ireland) Bill. We are against the 
bill, and say the objections taken aro 
valid and true .. 

Jtnantinational Jntelligencr. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 
REV. W. V. IloBTNSON, B.A., has ac­

cepted a call to the pastorate of the 
church at Edcnbridge, Kent. 

Rev. W. A. Davies, late of Belfast, 
has received a cordial invitation from 
the church at Kegworth, near Derby. 

Rev. C. Bright, of Lodge-road Chapel, 
Birmingham, has accepted the pasto­
rate of the church meeting in Union 
Chapel, King's Lynn. 

Mr. C. J. Moore, of the Pastors' Col­
lege, has accepted an invitation to the 
pastorate of the church at Grafton. 
street, Northampton. 

Mr. T. G. Reed, of the Bristol Col­
lege, has accepted an invitation to the 
pastorate of the church at Ventnor, 
Isle of Wight. 

Mr. W. Goacher, of the Pastors' Col­
lege, has accepted a call to the pasto­
rate of the church at Hatherleigh, 
Devon; )lr. M. :Mather, of the church 
at Holbeach; Mr. J. Rankin, at Guild­
ford. 

Rev. J. Collins, late of John-street 
Chapel, Bedford-row, has accepted a 
cordial invitation to the pastorate of 
the church at Lymington, Rants. 

Rev. G. W. Roughton, of Lydnoy 
Gloucestershire, has accepted a call 
to the pastorate of the church at Beeston, 
near Nottingham. 

Rev. J. M. G. Owen, of Bndleigh 
Salterton, has accepted an invitation 
to the pastorate of Union Chapel, West 
Gorton, Manchester. 

Rev. J. Harcourt has accepted the 
pastorate of the church at East Hill, 
Wandsworth. 

Rev. Henry Wright having resigned 
the co-pastorate of Clarendon Oh urch, 
Leamiugton, has Aince accepted an in­
vitation to become pastor of the church 
at Grosvenor-street, Manchester. 

Rev. L. T. Shakleford, of Rawdon 
College, has accepted a call to the 
pastorate of the General Baptist Church, 
Ripley. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

LEICESTER.-Services in connection 
with the settlement of Rev. R. Y. 
Roberts, as pastor of Belgrave Union. 
Church were held May 20th. Rev. T. 
Stevenson presided. Addresses war& 
delivered by Revs. H. Kitching and 
T. W. :Medhurst, from Portsmouth; 
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T. M. Thow, R. Cavan, B.A., Mr. 
Evans, J. H. Atkinson, T. B. Meyer, 
B.A., E. Dean, R. Y. Roberts, and 
Mr. S. G. Ward and Dr. Lankester. 
Rev. R. W. Bishop led the devotional 
services. 

FORTON, GoSPORT,-Recognition ser­
vices of Rev. C. Philp wore held on 
Tuesday, Ma,Y 20th. Mr. Charios 
Mumby presided. Addresses were 
given by Revs. Dr. Colbourne, Har­
court, and Philp. 

Rev. M. F. Wynne, formerly of Ha­
Terfordwost College, has just been 
publicly recognised as co-pastor with 
the Rev. W. Jones of the church at 
Fishguard, Pembrokeshire. 

NO'ITINGHA.M.-On Thursday, June 
I 6th, a recognition service was held in 
connection with the settlement of 
Rev. J. J. Fitch, formerly of Lyming­
ton, as pastor. Some two hundred of 
the members and friends partook of 
tea in the schoolroom, and in the 
evening a public meeting was held in 
the chapel, at whfoh Mr. Arnold Good­
liffe presided. Rev. H. Bonner having 
read passages of Scripture, Rev. J. 
Atkinson delivered an address on the 
"Nature of a Christian Church," the 
pastor elect followed with a statement, 
and Rev. E. Medley offered prayer. 
Rev. D. Gracey delivered an address 
on "Ministerial Work," and Rev. T. 
Goadby, B.A., spoke upon" The Duties 
of Church Members." 

STOCKWELL. - Recognition services 
connected with the settlement of the 
Rev. E. MacLean, late of Greenock 
Chapel, were held on Thursday, June 
Hth. A sermon was preached in the 
afternoon by the Rev. J.P. Chown, and a 
public meeting was held in the evening 
under the presidency of Mr. T. Blake, 
M.P. Addresses were given by the 
Rev. J. T. Wigner, B. C. Etheredge, 
J. Foster, S. Chambers, Dr. McEwan, 
J. B. Millard, B.A., D. Jones, B.A., 
Mr. James Stiff, and others. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

Rev. II. Wright, who bas resigned 
the co-pastorate of tho Clarendon­
street Church Leamington, has been 
presented Ly the congregation with a 

gold watch and purse of money as a 
farewell token of esteem. 

Rev. S. R. Aldridge, of Mare-street 
Chapel, Hackney, has been presented, 
by the teachers of Mare-street and 
Ann's-place Schools, with a handsome 
walnut-wood library table as a token 
of esteem. 

Rev. R. Johns, who, on account of 
ill-health, has been compelled to resign 
the pastorate of Llnnwenarth Chapel, 
Abergavenny, was, at a largely-at­
tended public meeting, presented with 
£66 as a mark of esteem and sym­
pathy. The Rev. J. Morgan, present 
pastor, presided, and several ministers 
of the locality deliveNd addresses. 

J\TEW CHAPELS. 

THE opening services of the new 
chapel, Vicarage-walk, Walsall, have 
been very successful. The following 
ministers preached on the occasion­
Revs. Hugh Stowell Brown, J. 
Clifford, M.A., LL.B., Thomas Spur­
geon, W. Lees (pastor of the chn!'ch), 
and J. Hearnshaw. The total amount 
collected at the opening services was 
£281. Tho chapel is much admired 
both by friends and visitors. 

At Porth Rhondda. Valley, a new 
Welsh Baptist chapel,erected at a cost, 
including site, of £4,100, has just been 
opened, accommodation being afforded 
for 1,000 persons. 

On Tuesday, June 3rd, the newly­
erected chapel in Stratford-row, Bir­
mingham, was formally opened. At 
8 a.m. tt special prayer-meeting was 
Iield, conducted by the Rev. J. J. 
Brown; and at 12 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. 
services were conducted by the Revs. 
J. Aldis and R. W. Dale. Public ser­
vices, extending over the next twelve 
days, are also announced to fake place, 
when the Rem. J. J. Brown, H. Plat­
ten, A. :Mursell, E. C. Pike, and J. 
Brackenbury will preach. The pub­
lic meeting will be held on Thursday, 
June 19th, under the presidency of 
Mr. Thomas Adams. 

Memorial-stones of a now chapel to 
replace the old building were last week 
laid at Corfe JI.IuJlen, near Bourne­
mouth, by Mrs. R. C. Allen and Mrs, 
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J. P. Godwin. The cost of the new 
structure will be £400, half of which 
has already been contributed. The 
Revs. G. P. Gould, J. B. Beard, and J. 
H. Osborne took part in the services. 

A new chapel is in course of erec­
tion at Newbridge-on-Wye, at a cost of 
£1,100, towards which £700 have been 
contributed. The church dates back 
npwards of 200 years. 

Upon an eligible site at the gates of 
the New Park, Chester, the memorial­
stones of a new chapel were laid on 
Tuesday, June 3rd, for the congrega­
tion now worshipping in Pepper-street, 
under Rev. W. Durban, B.A. The 
total cost involved is about £3,500, 
towards which about £2,000 have 
been raised. Rev. H. S. Brown gave 
an able address, and the benediction 
having been pronounced by the pa.stor, 
the proceedings closed. In the even­
ing a tea and public meoting was held 
in the Assembly-room of the Town 
Hall. Mr. Aaron Brown presided, 
supported by Revs. Hugh Stowell 
Brown, W. Durban, W, H. King, R. 
Richards, A. Matthews, McGregor 
(Rhyl), A. Pitt, W. Bathgate, and W. 
G. GranviIJe. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

LnoN, BEns.-Anniversary services 
of the schools, Park-street Chapel, 
Luton, were held on Sunday,llfay 25th, 
the preacher being the Rev. Edward 
Leach, of London; the pastor, the Rev. 
J. H. Blake, addressing the young in 
the afternoon. The large chapel was 
crowded. In tho evening, vestries, 
class-rooms, lobbies, pulpit stairs, an 
additional extemporised gallery, and 
every available inch of standing space 
Wero occupied by a congregation that 
could not have numbered less than 
1,500, hundreds being unable to gain 
admission a quarter of au hour before 
the service. The preacher spoke on 
tho relation of children to the church 
in the morni~g, an_d addressed young 
men and maidens m the evening. It 
was stated that there were 648 children 
in the home school, 53 teachers and 
officers, the number at the three village 

stations being 300, making altogether 
948 young persons under religious in­
struction. The Christian Band of 
church members in the Luton school 
numbered 75, 25 having been added 
during the past year. Ten had been 
received into church fellowship from 
the villages. There was also a Scrip­
ture Band of about 70 children, mostly 
under the age of sixteen. A fund has 
been opened for the erection of school 
and class-rooms as a memorial of the 
first pastor of this ancient church, Mr. 
Thomas Marsom, a fellow-prisoner with 
Bunyan in Bedford Gaol. The collec­
tions on Sunday amounted to about £54. 

At Kettering, in connection with 
Fuller Chapel, formerly the scene of 
the eminent Andrew Fuller's labours, 
memorial stones of new Sunday schools 
and class-rooms have just been laid by 
his son, Rev. A. G. Fuller, and grand­
son, Mr. W. M. Fuller. Several minis­
ters took part in the services following, 
the Rev. Dr. Laudels preaching. The 
cost involved in the new structure is 
about £2,GOO, towards whica £1,600 
have been subscribed. 

BRENTFORD PARK CHAPEL.-The 
anniversary of the above chapel was 
held on Whit-Monday, June 2nd. A 
large company partook of tea in tho 
schoolroom, after whieh a meeting was 
held in the chapel, Rev. W. A. Blake 
presiding. Addresses were given by 
Rev. Slade Jones, F. J. Brown, of 
Barnes; J. S. Stanion, J. D. Kilburn, 
W. Summer, A. F. Brown, aud S. H. 
Watkins, Esq. ; C. Henwood and W. 
G. Brown also took part in the meeting. 
On the following Sunday Rev. W. A. 
Blake preached in the morning, and 
Rev. A. F. Brown in the evening. 

BAPTISMS. 
Aberdare.-May 25, Carmel (Eng.), Six. by 

T. Jones. 
Abertillery.-May 2•, Ebenezer Church, 

One, by L. Jones. 
Armley, Leeds.-June 8, Carr-crofts Chapel, 

Three, by A. P. Fayers. 
Ashford Kent.--May 29, Five, by E. Roberts. 
A,hlon-~iuler-Ly11e.-April 27, Three, by A. 

Bowden. 
Bawp.-June I, Irwell-terrace, Eleven, by 

J. S. Hughes. 
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B"cup.-June 1, Ebenezer ChB.pol, Two, 
byW. Gay. 

B/aenavon.-Juno 1, King-street, Four, by 0. 
"Tidman. 

Bootle, Liverpool. - May 25, Derby-road, 
".l'wo by Z. T. Dowen. 

Bo~rton, Dorset. -June 1, Two, by E. 
Rkhards. 

Br~ugn.-May 25, Two, by D. Thomas. 
Brynhyjryd, Ebbw Vale. - May 18, Nine; 

May 21, One; by J. Griffiths. 
Burford, Oxon. - June 8, Two, by W. 

Piggott. 
JJurtoo-on-'lrent.-May 25, Guild-street, Two, 

i>yJ, Askew. 
Bury.-May 25, Eleven, by W. Bury. 
Oaerleon,Mon.-Junel5, One, byD. B. Jones. 
Caersalem, Yiotoria.-May 2~, Sixteen, by D. 

W. Lewis. 
Oardijf,-&y 25, Bethany Chapel, Three, 

by W. E. Winks, 
Chapelfeld, Yorkshire.-May 25, Two, by J. 

Xenda.ll. 
Ohe,t.,.,-June 15, Pepper-street, Three, by 

W. Durban. 
Clough Go/oor, Hudderslleld,-Me,y 25, ]!'our, 

by J. Evans. 
Coleford.-May 24, Nine, by T. Williams. 
cor,Jw.m, Wilts.-May 29, Six, by J. Hail­

stone. 
Cuddington. - May 20, Three, by Mr. 

'Saunders. 
Owm, near Ebbw Vale.-Jnne 1, One, by D. 

V. Pritchard. 
IJerby,-May 21, St. Mary's Gate, Thlrl<Jen; 

Ma.y 28, Fourteen; by J. W. Williams. 
Dtmj',rmline.--Junell, Two, byJ. T. Hagen. 
Eyn,ford.-May 4, Thirteen ; 22, Eleven; 

.June S Four; by W.Mummery. 
Fal,l,outh.-May 28, Five, by J. Douglae. 
Glaseoed, Pontypool.-:Ma.y 25, Two, by W. 

T1:,?,=:;::ham.-Ma.y 25, George-street, Two, 
by A. Gibson. 

GriffithstOIC'I!, near Pontypool.-1113-y 25, Five, 
by J. Tucker. 

Grimsby.-May 29, Freeman-street, Five, by 

J' J::~~:.'i:ssex.-May 28, Potter-street, Two, 
by A. E. Realff. 

Hartlepool, East,-&y 25, Two, by H. Dnn-

ni'if!~~- Breeooshire.-May 25, One, by J. 
Mathias. 

Hel,ton,-May 25, Nine, by J. H. Sobey. 
Hemyock, Devon. - May 25, Six, by A, 

Pi1f:J!;i.on-Thame,.-May 25, Four, by J. M. 

H~i:;,,h, Lincolnshlre.-May l 8 Four, by 
M. Me.ther. 

High Wyoombe.-MaY 25, Union Chapel, 
Four by W, J. Dyer. 

n,,'ns1et, Leeds.-May 25, Two, by M. G. 

Cof!~ro../.,.,-May27, Whitecro,s-street, Four, 
by J. Baxanda.ll. 

Leeds, Beeeton-hill.-Ma.y 26, Seven, by H. 

Wi,~~;: -May 25, York-road, Fire, by J. 

S'1\:!'~wenarlh.-May 25, Three, by J. Morgan, 

Metropolitan District:-
Acton.-May 25, Seven, by C. M. Long­

hurst. 
La~:.:~:Park. - May 29, Ten, by Mr. 

BorOU9h-road.-May 10, Fifteen; June 15, 
Two; by G. W. Mccree. 

Brentfordrpart Chapel.-June 22, Seven, 
by A. ]'. Brown. 

Clerkenwell.-May 25, Lever-street~ One, by 
J. Young. 

,Dalston Junction.-Me,y 15, Ten; May 22, 
131x; by W.H.Burton. 

Islington.-May IS, Cross-street, Ten, by 
F. A. Jones. 

Kensing/on.-Hornton-street, May 25, Six; 
June 5, One; by J. Hawes. 

Leytonstone, E.-May 18, Two, by J. Brad­
ford. 

Ponder', End.-June 6, Two, by A. F. 
Cotton. 

Poplar.-May 25, Brunswick-roa.d, Three, 
by W. T. Lambourne. 

IVoolwich.-May 28, Queen-street, Three, 
by T. Jones. 

Woolwi<h.-May 29, Charles-street, Five, 
by J. Wilson, 

RECENT DEATHS. 
REV. JESSE HOBSON.-We regret to 

have to announce the death of the Rev. 
Jesso Hobson, who was for so many 
years the esteemed minister of Salters' 
Hall Chapel, Islington. His death 
took place on Tuesday, June 10th, at 
the comparatively early age of 60 
years. His illness, which was of a 
long and lingering character, was 
borne with manly fortitude and Chris­
tian resignation. Mr. Hobson was 
born in November, 1818, and when 
18 yea.re of age, he resolved to enter 
the ministry, for which purpose he 
became a student at Stepney College_ 
He was appointed to the pastorate of 
the Baptist Church of Barton Mills, 
Suffolk, where he remained some six 
years, having then accepted a call to 
High Wycombe; four years afterwards 
he proceeded to London, and took 
charge of Salters' Hall Baptist Church. 
then worshipping in the old hall of the 
Salters' Company, Cannon-street East. 
A~out the year 1867 the congregation 
migrated to the present chapel in 
Baxter-road, and here Mr. Hobson 
laboured with so much earnestness and 
ability as to rai&e the church to a 
position of eminence ; and many souls 
were brought to Christ. In 1876 Mr. 
Hobson, owing to continued ill-health, 
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was compelled to Raver his conuection 
with the congregation, which was a 
source of the most profound grief. 
Since then he has lived a compara­
tively secluded life at his homo, South 
Lea, Lordship-park. Mr. Hobson was 
also for about 20 years actuary and 
secretary of the Star Life Assurance 
Society, from which post he retired 
eight years ago in consequence of the 
state of his health, receiving a hand­
some present in recognition of the 
energy and ability he displayed in 
connection with the inRtitution. From 
1862 to 1866 he was a member of the 
Corporation, representing the Coleman­
street Ward, and likewise occupying a 
seat atthe Commission of Sewers. He 
took a great interest in most of the 
charities, and was a trustee of the 
Monarch Building Society until his 
death. 

Dropsy developed itself about six 
months ago, and under that disease 
Mr. Hobson finally succumbed on 
Tuesday last, bearing all the sufferings 
and trials which it pleased his heavenly 
Father to send with calmness and 
patience, buoyed up by the knowledge 
that God was but trying his measure 
of faith, and that soon the night of 

sorrow would give place to the endless 
brightness of the day above. 

The funeral service waA held in the 
Abney Congregational Church, and 
was conducted by the Rev. W. Spens­
ley, the pastor, the Rev. J. P. Chown, 
of Bloomsbury Chapel, and the Rev. 
W. M. Statham, of Harecourt Chapel. 
At half-past three the coffin was borne 
to a stand erected in front of the pulpit, 
around which the mourners, consisting 
of the members of the family and other 
friends, were seated. The hymn "How 
blessed the righteous when he dies" 
was very solemnly sang by the choir, 
after which the Rev. W. Spensley read 
two lessons appropriate to the occasion. 
The service was then continued by the 
Rev. J. P. Chown, who gave ont the 
hymn "Rest from thy labours, rest," 
which was likewiso touchingly ren­
dered. Mr. Chown proceeded to ad­
dress the large congregation. 

The rev. gentleman then engaged 
in prayer, at the close of which the 
coffin was carried aoross Church.street 
to the side gate of the cemetery and 
thence to the grave, where the remain­
der of the sorvice was conducted by 
the Rev. W. M. Statham. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PBESIDENT-0, H. SPURGEON. 

Sta t ement of Receipts from April 20th to May 19th, 1879, 
(Continued from the JUNE number.) 

£. .. £ s. d. £ s. d . 
Mf. an,l Mrs. C. Mur- Mr. H. W. Westrop .. 10 0 0 Mr. T. A. Denny , ••• 105 0 0 

rell . , . , .......... 3 3 0 D. E. D., Wilts .....• 0 4 0 Mr. E. M. Denny .... 30 0 0 
Miss C. M. Murrell •. 0 10 6 Mrs. M. Callam ...... 0 5 0 Mr. F. A. Denny .. , . 5 0 0 
.Rev. E. H. BrDwn 1 l 0 llfr. Robert Pullar 10 0 0 Messrs. Hollings and 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Maria Davycl .. ...... 0 6 8 Brooks 5 5 0 

Smith ............ 21 0 0 John xvii. 20-22 .... 7 0 0 Mr. S. Harwood 10 0 0 
Mr. R. S. Pearce 5 5 0 Ashford ........ : ... 1 0 0 llfr. E. P. Fisher .... 5 6 0 
Mrs. R. S. Pearce .... 1 1 0 M.C. ·············· 0 5 0 :1-fiss Newman ······ 3 0 0 
J,K. ...•............ 2 2 0 Executors of the late Mrs. G<,ldston 1 1 0 
Rev. ,T. A. Spurgeon .. 5 0 0 Mr. James Brown, llfr. J. Duncan : : : : : :200 0 0 
Mr. Renton •••.•••• 25 0 0 Currie ............ 19 19 0 Mr. Jeanneret 1 l 0 
S. S. Absolum 5 0 0 Dr.Beilby .......... 1 0 0 Mr. o.nd Mrs. T. Mills 5 5 0 
Mr.Robinson ... , .... 5 0 0 Rev. J. Lobb ........ 2 2 0 Mr. and Mrs. Ross 7 17 6 
Mrs. Adam .......... 1 0 0 Dr. 0. R. Prankerd .• 2 2 0 Mr. Feltham ........ l 1 0 
Mr. Jno. A. Hart ... , 0 10 0 Miss Rooke 0 10 0 Collection at King-st. 
J. llf., Du!l'town .... 1 0 0 Mrs.T. •.••........ 100 0 0 Chapel, IlristoI, per 
Mr. G. Meadows 0 5 0 Mr. E. Edgley 5 0 0 Rev. D. G. Evans .. 10 0 0 
Executors of the late Mr. Carr ............ 5 0 0 Mr. J. Hollingshead, 

Mrs. Sarah Glennan 50 0 0 Mr. T. Banson , . , . , . 1 1 0 Collection after Lee, 
Mr. Jones1 jun ....... 0 10 g I ~~: !lJfl.A'ffi~~i:i 1: 0 0 ture .............. 2 2 10 
M\ss H. Fells ······ 0 10 0 0 Church at Dover •... 1 0 0 
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Newcastle, per Rev. 
G. Dunnett ..... . 

£ s. d. 

2 0 0 
Lecture at Sutton-in­

Ashfield, Mr. A. E. 
Johnson ......... . 

£ .. d. I £ s. d. 
Minchinhampton, per 

Church at ffiey, per 
Mr. W. Ewens .... 

Church at Chepstow, 
0 lforice-square,DaVen­

port, per Mr. Tydc-

,

1

, lli. H. Kidner . . . . 2 5 0 
0 Mr. Baker, ditto . . . . 0 10 6 

, Mr. J. Palmer . , . . .. 0 2 o 

I 

Herne Bay, per Mr. 
per Mr, Mayo .. .. 2 

Offering, Clarence-St. 
, Chapel, Penzance . . 
Rev. J. Bateman ...• 
W.M.C ............ . 
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A REQUEST OF THE BELOVED. 0 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C, H, SPURGEON. 

" Let Me see ,thy countenance, let Me hear thy voice ; for sweet is thy voice 
and thy countenance is comely."-SOLOM0N'S SoNG ii. 14. 

BELOVED, though it well becomes us as believers in Christ to pray, we 
must regard it as a wonderfnl condescension on the part of Christ that 
He deigns to pray. We feel it to be natural, and we think it is reason­
able, that we should pray and present our requests to Hi:in. But, oh I 
what a strange stoop of love is this, that He should present His request, 
and, if I may so speak, pray t') us! We sometimes say to Him," Let 
me see Thy face;" but here in this sacred song He actually turns 
round to His own people, and He says to each of them, "Let Me 
see thy face." Observe, again, that it is our duty, our privilege, 
and our pleasure to praise our blessed Lord Jesus Christ. Is not. this 
the employment of saints on earth, and the enjoyment of saints in 
heaven? And yet, by a marvellous inversion of the common course, 
we hear how Christ praises us ! He seems to take our place, and 
speak with winsome words of admiration to those who may well bow 
before Him in adoration, saying, "Sweet is thy voice, and thy coun­
tenance is comely.". 

When you appeal to Christ He hears and answers you. Believer, 
will you not hearken and heed when He entreats you ? And when you 
extol the Beloved of your soul your praise is acceptable to Him. Shall 
not, then, the eulogy He passes on you make your pulse with pleasure 
bound, and swell your hearts with floods of joy? Jesus asks a favour 
at the hands of every one of His people, and then backs up His request 
with a pleasant word of matchless commendation. 

We have here a request of Ghrist; but I wish you distinctly to under­
stand that this is only addressed to God's people, to the blood-bought, 
the blood-washed; to those who trust the Lord, and are saved by 
Him. To such the Lord Jesus Christ puts a double petition. In the 
one part He says, "Let Me see thy face." The interpretation is not 
difficult. At least, I think we may trace a fourfold meaning in it. 
Does He not herein desire that His people should have an openness of 
carriage ? Some of the saints go through the world as if they were 
half ashamed to own their love to their Lord. They wear a thick veil 
to hide their godliness : they make no profession, they seldom speak a 
word that savours of His dear name. So He seems to wish them to 
put that veil away, as He says, "Let Me see thy face." And why, let 
me ask, should it not be open to all men ? Though the Gospel never 
sanctions our making a parade of our religion, yet it does demand that 
we practise no disguise, but before the eye of the world avow our faith 

*This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprmting and translating is reserved. 
No, 249, NEW SERIES, 
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in Jesus. "No man, when he bath lighted a candle, putteth it in a 
secret place, neither under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth 
light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven." Thus, too, we read," A city that is set on an hill cannot be 
hid;" and Christ expressly tells you, " That which ye have spoken in 
the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops.'' The 
Church is like the moon : Christ is the sun ; the sun shines, and the 
moon reflects . the sun's light. What should we think of the moon if 
she were so basWul that she would not reflect the light of the sun ? 
Such coyness would intensify the shades of night; and the shamefaced 
reserve of Christians leaves the world in darkness from which there is 
no relief. I wonder they should be ashamed of their religion. What 
is there to be ashamed of ? Brethren, if we are professing something 
that is not sensible, that is not rational, something which should 
disgust the conscience and outrage the common sense of mankind, by 
all manner of means let us give it up. But if to serve God be the 
truest and noblest occupation of His creatures, let us never be ashamed 
of it. Our Lord Jesus Christ had good reason to be ashamed of us, 
and yet He never was. He took up our cause, and through shame and 
spitting He espoused it; yea, "He is not ashamed to call us brethren." 
And shall you and I be ashamed of Him ? Rather let us be ashamed 
of ourselves for thinking of such a thing. I do pray any Christians 
here who have kept their religion in the background, to do so no longer, 
for your Lord now lovingly asks you-appeals to you by the love which 
He published before heaven and earth and hell towards you-" Let Me 
see thy face;" skulk not in the corner; hide not thyself away; but 
come forth and say, "I am on the Lord's side." 

And doth not Christ here 'ask His people to have a confidence of 
bearing in His ··presence? "Let Me see thy face." We are to come 
before God, even the Father, with covered faces. That is a sweet 
prayer of one who said, 11 0 Lord, the seraphim and cherubim veil 
their faces with their wings whenever they come into Thy presence, 
and we have no wings with which to veil our faces; but we have some­
thing better than the wings of angels-we have the blood and righteous­
ness of our Lord Jesus Christ." In God's presence we must ever 
appear under covered faces; but in the presence of His only begotten 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ, that Christian who holds down his head 
does not understand Gospel liberty. Jesus Christ seems to say to His 
Church, when He sees her concealing her face, "Let Me see thy face.'' 
Is He not "bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh"-" a brother born 
for adversity?'' There is no quarrel between our soul and Christ, He 
is our peace. He has loved us, a,nd given Himself for us. The love of 
Jesus Christ to His people is so high, so deep, so broad, so pure, that 
they never ought to be afraid when they stand before Him. You do 
want a mediator when you come before God, but you want no mediator 
when you come before Christ. You think," Were I like Peter or Paul, 
and I could see Christ, I should speak to Him right boldly." Ah I but 
Peter and Paul had no righteousness to stand in except that which 
belongs to you as much as to them-the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 
And I pray you, since you a.re espoused, since He loves you, since His 
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heart is set upon you, do not distrust Him, but believe in Him. Well 
does Watts sing-

" We would no longer lie 
Like slaves beneath the throne." 

Yet how many of God's people are living in abject bondage. They 
hope they will be saved, but they do not know ; they hope Christ loves 
them, but they are afraid He does not ; and hence they often sing-

" 'Tisa point I long to know." 

Come, Christian l Wash thy face in the Divine bath of Jesus' love, and 
look up and let Him see thy face-not brazen with the impudence of 
self-righteousness, but clear and beautiful with the confidence of faith 
in Him. This I think is in the text-an openness of behaviour, and a 
confidence of conduct towards Him. 

Again, when He says, "Let Me see thy face," does He not call for 
Christian courage before others ? Here I touch upon the same point 
as before, only I take another side of the thought. Some Christians, 
when they have professed Christ, shrink back as if doubtful of their 
own propriety. I have heard of brethren whose conscience compelled 
them to leave the Church of England, and yet their conduct afterwards 
appeared to betray so much confusion that I might compare them to 
"Fear," in Collins's "Ode to the Passions:-

" First, Fear his hand its skill to try, 
Amid the chords bewildered laid ; 
And back recoiled, he knew not why, 
E'en at the sound himself had made." 

Surely, this is not the true spirit of a Christian. What we resolve for 
God we must never retract. If we err in judgment we are open to 
conviction; but when we know we speak God's truth we nail our· 
colours to the mast, and we are prepared, with the colours flying, to 
reassert it ; and we shall never pull them down to please the paltry 
prejudice of our neighbours. Let no Christian be silent when His 
Master demands that he speak. There are times, dear friends, when 
Christ seems to want the countenances of His people, as if their testi­
mony would tell for something. Those that are standing in the back 
rank need to stand forward and say," Here I am." If there is a man 
that has to suffer for truth, I will suffer with him. If there is a man 
that has to stand in the pillory for God's Word, I will take a share of 
it, and grudge him the pleasure of carrying the heavier side of the 
cross than I may have to carry. "Let Me see thy face." Are any 
of you living in ungodly families ? Do let Christ see your face. Speak 
up for Him. Do not intrude your religion unceasingly; but never hesi­
tate and falter, or bow and cringe, as though you seek toleration for 
serving God. Serve your God with gladness, as a man 'Yho knows he 
has a right to do so, and who, acting with a clear conscience, asks no 
man's leave. " Let Me see thy face." I am afraid that many Chris­
tians get an easy berth by bridling their tongues. There is an old saw 
-" Speech is silvern; silence is golden." I am afraid there are some 
who prove the proverb in a, perverse sense. Let not yours be the 
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silence which suppresses the truth, but bear your testimony faithfully, 
for Christ says, " Let Me see thy face." 

The passage will bear one other construction, which is perhaps more 
likely to be the precise meaning of our text-" Let Me see thy face." 
You know Jacob went down to Egypt to see the face of Joseph; and .to 
hold near communion with him was doubtless his intoot. Now, Chris0 

tians, you have been standing so far away that methinks .Cbrigt cau 
hardly see your face; and He beckons to you-" Come neari come. 
near; let Me look you in the face." Some of my friends in the far 
distance I can scarce discern as to their features. This, methinks, I can 
use as a metaphor to describe the distance at which some souls live from 
Jesus. Peter followed afar off, and you know what came of it, for 
before long he denied His Master. Closer, closer, let us cleave to 
Christ.. l.et our prayer be Christ's prayer-

" Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer to Thee } 

:El'en though it be a cross 
That raiseth me l 

Yet all my cry shall be, 
Nearer, my God, to Thee, 

Nearer to Thee I" 

" Let Me see thy face." Do you see the drift of this prayer, then? 
The prayer of your sweet Lord ,Tesus. He bows before you now. He 
before whom angels bow, bows before you, and he asks you-" Pur. 
chased of My blood, loved of My soul, the.chosen of My heart; come, let 
Me see thy face. Come near to Me, and let me put My hand upon 
thee, and let Me kiss thee with the kisses of My mouth.'' 

In the second clause of the same request He says, " Let Me hear thy 
voice." This, too, seems to have a variety of meanings slumbering in 
it. The Church has several voices. It baa, to wit, the voice of testi­
mony. Throughout all ages the true Church has been a testifying; a 
witness-bearing Church. Wherever witness is borne for Christ, that 
voice is very sweet. She bore witness under the Roman perseputions. 
She denounced the idols of Rome,. till her witness made the gods totter 
from their thrones, while the images fell from their pedestals .. She 
bore witness afterwards under priestly pretensions and PapaLper~­
eutions. In our own .country her Protestant voice was raised, and she 
published the Word of God, undaunted by ecclesiastical anathema. or 
civil process: when the Lollards' Tower was crowded with confos~ors; 
when preachers were adjudged to the pillories ; and Scripture readers 
were relentlessly burned in Srnitpfi.el<;I. fires.. Noble was the army of 
her martyrs. In like manner did the Covenanting forefathers maintain 
their faith amongst the glens and craggy rocks of· Scotland, and in the 
obscure meeting-houses 11,nd the lowly places of England. Thus did 
the Church bear her witness for God. And she bears her witness still 
by many faithful and earnest lips. In this land her witness, I fear, is 
not always so clear and conspicuous as it should. be; but there are 
countries now where persecution clarifies the Church, and is a special 
boon to .her ; where her witness is shrill as a. trumpet, and gives a 
certain sound, tliat men may marshal themselves for the battle. Woe 
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to the day when any church ceases to work for Christ against the sins 
and vices of the world I We ars to be like the witnesses that were 
clothed in sackcloth; slain, yet to live again; dying, and yet living 
best- by death, and crying from their graves like the blood of Abel, 
which reaches the ear of heaven. Brethren, Christ would have his 
Church lift her voice now, whatever there is to testify for or against. 
He speaks to yo-,1, His beloved ones, and He says, "Let Me heat thy 
voice." Let it not be the minister's voice alone, but let it be your 
voice, . by your holy living. Those of you who have no faculty for 
public address can give testimony by a consistent piety, a strict 
integrity in business, and such a stern uprightness in all your conduct 
-as refuses to bend to the customs of other men. This will be a witness 
for God that even this deaf-adder age must hear. Without any: effort 
to charm, your life shall draw attention. 

The voice of Christian fellowship is likewise very sweet. They that 
fear the Lord speak often one to another. There is much that is 
agreeable to Christ, as well as to ourselves, in Christian converse. I 
hope the members of this church will never get to be distant and 
reserved one toward another. Everybody .used to know everybody 
else at one time. I do not know that too much private intimacy 
among all the people is profitable. Still there is a comeliness in the 
communion of worshippers of which I would not have you negligent. 
It grieves me to hear every now and then of persons who have been 
attending the services at the Tabernacle for five or six months, and no­
body has spoken to them. Last Thursday I saw something which I 
deeply regretted. A poor man and woman sitting in one of the pews were 
turned out of their seats by a certain friend who came in late, and they 
had to retire to somEl back seats, as if they were intruders. "Well,'' 
thought I, " those are just the sort of people to whom I would give the 
heartiest welcome, especially on a Thursday night.'' Those who 
profess to be followers of Jesus Christ, should be ashamed to do honour 
to the affluent and disparage the destitute in the courts of the Lord's 
house. We are one, I hope, in Christ Jesus. That kind of discrimina­
tion soon strikes a death blow to all true Christian communion. No, 
they that feared the Lord of old loved to see each other's faces, and 
though they were not given to idle chit-chat, they delighted in 
talking about the covenant grace of God; nor were they ever long 
together before they found their hearts blended in sweet harmony and 
sacred unison. The same hope sparkled in each eye, the same songs 
were familiar to each tongue. Grateful remembrances of God's good­
ness, and gladdening prospects of the glory to be revealed, drowned 
their griefs and groans in the dark days of their discomfiture. And you 
know how the Lord hearkened and hen.rd. Ah ! methinks I hear Jesus 
say to some of you that have not much Christian converse with your 
brothers and sisters, "Let Me hear thy voice-let Me hear thy voice;'' 
for the voice of Christian converse is congenial to saints and acceptable 
to Christ. 

And can ye doubt that the voice of prayer is sweet to the dear 
Saviour as the smell of the frankincense which smoked up from the 
censers of the priests was of old to the Most High. We cannot all 
preach ; but all of us who are believers can unite and blend our vofoe 
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in prayer. Ah I does any believer here feel tempted not to pray? 
,Jesus says, '' Let Me hear thy voice." I think I hear you say, "Lord, 
mine is a poor broken voice ; I cannot pray as I should : my heart is 
cold; my thoughts wander; my desires vacillate." Ah, well! tell 
Jesus your troubles; only do let Him hear thy voice. "But my voice 
is not worth hearing,'' says another. Well, He is the best judge of 
that; and if He asks yon to let Him hear it, don't decline. I tell you 
Christ loves even the cries of His children-their mewl is music to Him, 
their tears tell the tide of their troubles or of their thanksgivings. "The 
tears of the penitent," says one of the early fathers, "are the wine of 
angels; certainly the tears of God's people are put into Christ's bottle." 
Sigh out your sorrows ; tell Him your griefs ; let Him hear thy voice. 
And methinks the united voice of God's people at the prayer meetings 
must be agreeable to Christ. If any of you are negligent, and in the 
habit of stopping away without good cause, let this entreaty come home 
to yon-He that died for your redemption says, "Let me hear thy 
voice." 

Does not this apply to the voice of praise also? Oh ! how sweet is 
the voice of praise when willing hearts make melody before God! The 
dead music of wind and strings bath little in it acceptable to Him ; 
but the living music of men's hearts and voices God loveth. How 
glorious the swell of some noble psalm, when thousands chant the 
praises of Jirch-J ehovah of Israel ! My soul has never taken wing to 
mount so near heaven as when on certain joyful occasions we have all 
united together to praise God with all our might. Sometimes that 
lovely "Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah,'' seems to peal forth like 
the thunders of earth melting into the thunders of heaven. Ohl 
friends, let us praise Jesus, not only here but wherever we are, and 
often as we find opportunity. Speak well of His name; tell others of 
Christ-what His arm hath done, what spoils from death He won­
praise His great name alone; say "Worthy the Lamb." An eminent 
saint of God who died the martyr's death, divided the day into twenty­
four parts, and having twenty-four in his household, he always had one, 
both night and day, engaged in the service of God. A very pleasant 
idea; at once poetical and practical! Well, if we cannot do that, at 
least, with the dawn of morning, let our song be-

"Wake, and lift up thyself, my heart ; 
And with the angels bear thy part, 
Who all night long unwearied sing 
High praises to the Eternal King." 

And let us compose ourselves to sleep with some grateful sonnet 
like this-

" Be my last thought how sweet to rest 
For ever on my Saviour's breast!" 

Let Him hear thy voice in praise, in prayer, in testimony. I need not 
enlarge, except to say that the precise meaning I have no doubt what­
ever is, "Let.Me hear thy voice in sweet communion "-talk of Christ. 
You will observe_ He does not say, "Turn thy face this way or that,'' 
but "Let Me see thy face;'' and He does not say, "Let thy voice be 
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beard,'' but "Let Me hear thy voice." Perhaps you come up hither 
only to hear the minister. That will never do. Let our Lord Jesus 
Christ hear your voice, that you may hear His. And when you are 
a1.one do not think that religious exercises most necessarily be sus­
pended. His presence may be known and enjoyed when you are 
free from the intrusion of a fellow creature. Jesus says," Let me hear 
thy voice," Some of us, in the quiet retreat of our gardens, have often 
had reason to thank God that-

" The calm retreat, the silent shade, 
With prayer and praise agree ; 

And seem, by Thy kind bounty made 
For those who worship Thee." 

When, without fear of any eavesdropper, we could talk aloud to Him 
who is invisible. 

Some of us have had the richest fellowship we ever knew, so have we 
talked with Christ as a man talketh with his friend. If you cannot do 
it aloud, there is a way in which the soul can be lively while the lips are 
silent, and the verity of our intercourse in the daytime may be as vivid 
as visions of the night, which often leave a deep impression on our 
memory. You pour out your heart before Him, and He seemeth to pour 
into your soul the sweet solace of His love. Thus the secret of the 
Lord is with them that fear Him, and He shows them His covenant. 
From the Cross, and from the throne, Jesus entreats all of you who love 
Him, especially as you come to His table-" Let Me hear thy voice, and 
see thy face I" 

And now will you please to notice the reasons for Jesus Christ's 
prayer. He says, " Sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely.'' 
A strange thing to say of such creatures as you and I are! What can 
Christ see to admire in us ? Surely He knows best. But had we 
to judge ourselves, we should little think that there was aught in us 
that could give Him delight. Yet we hear what He says, and we are 
bound to believe Him. 

How is it, beloved, we may venture to inquire, that there can be any• 
thing sweet and comely in, the voice and countenance of believers? 
Well; Christ sees a sweetness and comeliness in His people because He 
is interested in them. He takes an interest in them as a workman does 
in the productions of his own skill. When the Greek ambassador came 
to Cyrus, the Persian monarch took him round his garden, and showed 
him all the various fruit trees, upon which Lysander expressed his 
delight, but Cyrus said, "You cannot, by any possibility, find such 
enjoyment in these gardens as I do; for,'' said be, "I p}anted an_d 
pruned all these trees myself, with my own bands, after laymg out this 
garden entirely according to my own plans.'' So Jesus Christ takes 
extraordinary delight in His people because He plants and P!unes them 
Himself. "You are His workmanship, created anew in Chnst Jesus;" 
and therefore it is that He takes pleasure in yon. 

Then, again, you are His by purchase. What a man buys and 
preserves at great cost he will prize. You do not know what you 
are worth, but He does, for He paid for yon. You cannot measure the 
pangs of His heart, nor the woes of His spirit ; but He knows all. 
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Down to the depths of grief He bowed His head for yon ; He counted 
out the purple drops for your redemption. You are bought with a price. 
Mark, there was a price set on you, and He knows, though you know 
not, the estimate that His love set on your souls ; but from His very 
heart He values His purchase. 

And He has an interest in you, because you are His eternal choice. 
Before you had a being He pictured you in His own mind and loved 
you. Yes, not only before you had a being, but before the mountains 
glittered with their snow-white heads in the sunlight-before the sun 
and moon and stars had launched forth in their perpetual course, 
He had set His love on you. Dearer were you to Him than all His 
works besides. Even then He rejoiced over yon with singing, and it is 
written, "His delights were with the sons of men." To think of you 
was His eternal solace. Do yon wonder, therefore, that He shoulq wish 
now to hear your voice, and see your face. Besides, you are to be His 
everlasting reward. He looks upon you as the jewels of His crown. 
You are to Him what God has given Him as His portion for the travail 
of His soul. He sees His Father's love in yon, for yon are His Father's 
gift ; and therefore He prizes you beyond all price, and asks you 
to speak to Him and let Him see your face. With such a loving argu­
ment, can you deny Him? I charge thee, child of God, before Him who 
died for thee, wilt thou deny Him? Come, leave thy family cares ; 
cease the drudgery of thy business; shake thyself from the dust, if 
thou canst; forget awhile the solicitudes of home; lay aside that 
heavy ledger, with all the losses and crosses that make thy days 
anxious and thy nights restless. Jesus asks you to commune with 
Him, and He uses this all-conquering argument, that He loves you, 
and has an interest in yon. " Thy voice is sweet, and thy countenance 
is comely." "Let me see thy face." 

When Christ thus speaks, He states a fact without a tinge of senti­
ment ; because, through the operation of His grace, the Church's face 
is comely, and the voice of His church is sweet. What:finer sightunder 
heaven is there than an honest, upright, sanctified, godly man ? 
Should a prince bedeck himself with as many jewels as a Nepaulese 
ambassador, what real worth would he l,ie? A poor man, though 
covered with patched garments, if his character be full of sterling 
integrity, if the fear of God nestles in his heart and love to Jesus glows 
in all his life, he is such an one as an angel would linger to look upon. 
The history of our human race how horrible it is ; stained with selfish­
ness, defiled with crime, red with blood ; yet one silver line runs 
through the whole. It is the silver line of the election of grace-the 
sacramental host of God's elect. The only redeeming trait in the 
entire history of mankind is to be found in the Church of Christ. " She 
is clear as the sun, fair as the moon, and she yet shall be terrible as an 
army with banners." Her voice really is sweet. I do not mean the 
voice of some churches, whose pride has been obnoxious to heaven and 
their persecutions a pestilence on earth. Yet the voice of Christ's 
Church is very sweet, because it is not pretentious or discordant, but 
humble and harmonious. The purity of her language is drawn from the 
secret fountain of inspiration; she reveres the Scriptures while she 
renounces traditions ; she speaks the truth in love she bears solemn 
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witness against sin, and her voice is ever raised for righteousness and 
true holiness. 

We have some churches wlwse creed is full of incongruities. Their 
books_ are so complicated that lawyers are baffled to interpret their 
meamng. Revision may be prescribed, and revision of their liturgy and 
articles is needed, for not a man who subscribes to them can interpret, 
far less believe them. How can any man believe in the whole of the 
P!ayer Book of the Church of England? If he holds High Church 
V1ews, the articles confront him with their Calvinism. If he holds Low 
Church views, the liturgy is Popish enough to appal him. In any case 
t~e catechism offers him plenty to complain of. From the mitred arch­
bishop to the meanest curate the conscience of every member of the 
community must be compromised. They one and all fence with the 
falsehood of the system, and hazard the charge of foul hypocrisy. They 
do it in ignorance; they do not sec that in conforming to custom they 
are committing a crime. May God open their eyes I That church's 
voice is never sweet that speaks in one part of her book clearly and 
beautifully, and in another part apocryphally and ambiguously. No; 
Christ wants His Church to speak plainly; and when she finds she has 
matle a mistake and strayed from the straight course, she must have 
courage enough to retrace her steps ana repeal her edicts, and return to 
the truth as she receivea it-from her Lord anti Master. One by one, 
however, I could exhort you to take care that your voice be sweet. I 
cannot speak too harshly of those people who on Sunday chatter like 
saints, and on Monday cheat like sinners. You may put on the garb of 
piety only to profane it: you may sing the praises of God never so har­
moniously; but your voice is not sweet to Christ unless it is honest, 
healthy, and heartfelt. 

Moreover, Christ loves to hear the voice and see the face of His 
Church, because of His relationship to us. He is the Everlasting 
Father ; and there is no one that can so well bear with the voice of a 
child as the father, except it be a mother. Why, your children cry more 
sweetly than anybody else's children I When another man's child is 
crying you are shocked at its peevishness or its passionate temper, but 
when your own child gives like .vent to its feelings, you pity the poor 
little thing, and are quite sure it must be suffering some kind of pain. 
I doubt if our Lord Jesus Christ, out of His infinite love towards His 
Church, can hear anything but music from her. He secth no sin in 
Jacob, nor iniquity in Israel; He covers their faults with the mantle of 
His love. Wfoh His righteousness He has robetl His Church; with His 
grace He has sanctified her ; and now He beholds her in the beauty 
with which she shall hereafter shine rather than in the deshahillc of her 
present garb; so He says, her Yoice is sweet, and her countenance is 
comely. 

Wbile I have thus spoken to God's people, I do not expect there has 
been anything to interest very many of you. Well! well! let me say 
one word to the stranger ere I close. Jesus would be glad ~o hear your 
voice, if it heaved forth a prayer like this, " God be merciful to me a 
sinner. Lord save, or I perish!" Be it only a groan, if it is sincere, 
He will hear it. Standing in that aisle, or in this crowd here, if you 
can but from your heart say, "Lord, I trust Thee--takemy sins away, 
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and make me Thy servant "-know this, my brother, your voice ~s 
sweet to Him, for never did a sinner cry without Christ hearing-this 
side the grave I mean. But, alas, if ye cry not now ye will cry here­
after, when the answer will be, "Because I have called and ye refused; 
I have stretched out My hand, and no man regarded; but ye have set 
at nought all My counsel, and would none of My reproof : therefore, I 
will laugh at your calamity, I will mock when your £1:ar cometh." . Do 
you not shudder as you listen to the threats ? God give you to beli_eve 
in Jesus, to trust Him implicitly, and to prove for yourselves the faith­
fulness of His promises. So shall you see His face with joy, and hear 
His voice with unutterable delight welcoming you to His glory. Amen . 

.JOHN CARTER'S GOOD NAM:E 
AND HOW HE WON IT. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

"SEE, Mr. Carter, here are your 
tracts! Look at them and see if they 
will snit, You will find that you 
have six months' ammunition pro­
vided ; and when that is expended 
I hope to be able to hand you over 
another half years' snr,ply. So 
now go-ahead and fire away at every 
house in your street as soon as you 
like.'' 

"You have done them up, M:r. 
Fuller, I perceive." 

''Yes; th.,re are six packets con­
taining one hundred tracts in each ; 
also, each packet baa a similar tract 
for every house. I could bave fur­
nished you with a number of dif­
ferent tracts in each packet, but I 

.have thought it best, at any rate, 
as au introduction, to choose six: 
good narrative tracts admirably 

.cadapted, I think, for your purpose, 
,and likely to instruct the ignorant 
iu the wav of salvation. The titles 
-of the six tracts are striking, the 
,narratives are interesting, and the 
;appeals are short, direct, and to the 

point. There is nothing sensational 
in them, nor anything approaching 
to claptrap either in the titles or 
matter. This being the case, I have 
no doubt whatever but that the 
tracts will prove generally accept­
able, and that your monthly round 
of visits will be welcomed. But I 
have also done something else. If 
you will look on the blank space in 
the middle of each tract inside, 
just beween the two printed page~, 
you will see an advertisement which, 
I trust, will induce some who go 
nowhere to attend the house of the 
Lord. With anindia-rubber print­
ing stamp, which I ordered for the 
purpose, I have stamped neatly the 
street in which our chapel is situa­
ted and the times of service on the 
Lord's day. This can give no offence, 
and may possibly do much good." 

Thanking bis worthy pastor for 
the paiDs he bad taken, John Car­
ter wrapped the pa.reel up and co11-
veyed it from the minister's home 
to his own home; 

Having first read the tract~, so as 
to be able, if necessary, to commend 
them, the week after saw him at his 
newly chosen work. On a leisure 
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evening, with a packet in his hand, 
he knocked at the door of No. 1, 
and presented the tract with a. few 
kind words and a smiling face. 
There it was received with surprise, 
but also with manifest pleasure. 
And this he found to be the case 
with the majority of householders. 
But there were decided exceptions to 
the rule. One woman looked at 
the tract scornfolly, and asked him 
what it was, evidently fearing that 
it was some quack advertisement 
sent round by a vendor of some 
patent medicine or infallible life 
pills. Another woman-evidently 
a Roman Catholic-flatly declined 
to take it in, and handed it back 
to the distributor as speedily as if it 
had been a poisonous snake. One 
man, shabbily dressed, and an 
avowed secularist, said, "He'd take 
it in and read it, as he liked to read 
all sorts, but such literature was 
hardly in his way of thinking ; 
Darwin and Huxley were more in 
his line: and if the tract distribu­
tor could procure for him any of 
their scientific works he'd thank 
him." On the same side of the street, 
a little lower down, was another of 
the same sceptica.l fraternity who 
was not, however, either so tolerant 
or polite. On the tract being kindly 
presented he wrathfully told the 
distributor that he would have 
'' nowt to do wi' such religious 
stuff," and charitably indicated it 
to be his firm conviction that '' all 
parsons were nowt but priests, and 
religious people nowt but hypo­
crites." With this expressed be­
lief he immediately handed the tract 
back a.nd elammed the door in the 
distributor's face. At one house a 
man answered the gentle knock who 
evidently appeared with his co­
loured nose and blotched face to be 
more intimately acquainted with the 
public-house than with any other 
institution in the land. He ac-

cepted the tract as a kind of favour, 
but, at the same time in a nasal 
twang,informed the giver that to him 
a pint of beer would have be"n far 
more accept.able. But all this sort 
of banter and chaff John Carter 
took good-humouredly. He ex­
pected to meet with it, and, before 
starting on his benevolent mission, 
had sought help of God in prayer 
to be able in a. Christian way to 
cope with it. He had read the 
Scriptural injunction to "Be patient 
tou·ard all rnen ;" and also Paul's 
wise counsel to Timothy : " And 
the servant of the Lord rnust not 
strive: but be gentle unto all m,m, 
apt to teach,patient; in meekness in­
strueting those that oppose them­
selves, if Goll perad1Jenture will gfre 
them repentance to the acknowledging 
of the truth." He felt great pity 
for these poor deluded people, and 
as that feeling swayed his whole 
soul it served to make him all the 
more desirous to reach them, if 
possible, in the end. 

There were also two or three 
peculiar cases of another kind. In 
one house he was informed that it 
was of no use leaving tracts there 
as "none of 'em could read ;" but 
this objection was soon met by the 
distributor volunteering, if they 
would take the tract in, to call before 
the month was out and read it to 
them. In another house was a 
poor, helpless, bedridden woman, 
nearly blind-who used to go to a 
place of worship, but had been 
confined to her room for ten years. 
She expressed her joy at the recep­
tion of the gift, but lamented her 
inability, on account of her want of 
sight, either to read the tract or the 
Bible. Would Mr. Carter kindly 
come and read it to her when he 
had time, and also a ch:ipter or two 
out of the good old Book as well? 
This the kind-hearted contributor 
gladly promised to do, and told her 
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he would try and place a half-hour 
each week for the purpose at her 
disposal. The poor creature's fer­
vent ejaculation of· " God bless 
you !" did J" ohn Carter almost as 
much ·good as listening to a sermon, 
and he left her humble abode feeling 
as if that brief visit had amply re­
paid him for all the trouble he was 
taking. .A. house in the lowest part 
of the street, and the scene within 
it, quite shocked him. The windows 
were broken and patched ; the fur­
niture was poor and scanty ; the 
children were ragged and shoeless; 
there waa no fire in the grate, and 
the wretched father sat in a chair 
in a corner of the room with a 
bowed down head sleeping off the 
effecta of a night and day's drinking 
debauch. Learning to his sorrow 
that the children were motherless, 
he left the tract with them, telling 
them to a~k their father to read it 
when he was sober. This he felt 
was, for the time being, all that he 
could do, but he inwardly breathed 
a prayer that God would be pleased 
to make the left tract the instrument 
of a much needed blessing both to 
the inebriate and his suffering family. 
From one working man he received 
in a blunt, rough way a word of 
encouragement. He was told by 
him that '' he was the first man 
who had left a tract at his house, or 
sought to get at him to do his soul 
good for sixteen years ; and al­
though he went to no place of 
worship he'd read any tracts he 
left with pleasure, as he thought it 
was work like that which was greatly 
needed." He was also surprised at 
a publican in the street not only 
taking the tract when offered, but 
saying that after he'd read it, he 
would put it on the table for his 
customers to read also. Cases like 
these cheered the distributor, and 
when he turned into his own home 
that night with only two rejected 

tracts out of the hundred, he felt 
that this one hour spent in this way 
in the service of his Masttlr, had 
been to his own soul one of the 
most profitable that he had ever 
spent; and something inwardly 
seemed to tell him that although 
a good part of the seed thus sown 
might be cast upon the wayside or 
stony ground, yet that he had every 
reason to expect that in some cases 
the seed thus sown among the '' out­
siders" would bring forth fruit, 
thirty, sixty, or a hundred fold to 
God's honour and glory. 

And in this: reRpect he was not 
doon,ed to be disappointed. His 
second monthly visit was hailed 
with greater pleasure than the first, 
and the third than the second. 
With the exception of the two cases 
in which the tracts were at first 
rejected, and one more where they 
were declined by a ritualistic house­
hold at the instigation of a ritual­
istic priest, J" ohn Carter found 
his gospel tracts not only well re­
ceived but also well read. This 
induced him to keep steadily and 
punctually to the work ; and the 
remlt of two years of this kind of 
labour was so cheering :ind satis­
factory, that at a large evangelistic 
meeting held in his chapel, in order 
to encourage others to " go and do 
like.wise," -Mr. Fuller called upon 
Mr. Carter to relate his experience 
as a tract distributor, or rather, as 
he facetiously termed him, as the 
"Home Missionary of Church­
street." This call the meeting 
backed up by clapping of hands, 
upon which John Carter rose and 
spoke as follows. 

( To be continued.) 
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CALLING THE LAMBS. 

BY WALTER J, llATHAMS, 

"A book of remembrance was written 
before Him,"-MALACHI iii. 16. 

BooKs, book~, books! ! ! Go wher­
ever we will at the present day we 
are sure to find them. The world 
itself is becoming a great library, 
wherein there are books for the old, 
books for the young ; books for the 
rich, books for the poor ; books for 
the wise, books for the foolish ; 
books for the gay, books for the sad; 
books for the sick, books for the 
strong ; books for the living, books 
for the dying; books for everybody, 
from the greatest king upon his 
throne down to the smallest child 
in our schools. The minister keeps 
them in his study, the doctor in his 
surgery, the servant in her box; 
and you, with your laughing eyes 
and dimpled cheeks, where do you 
keep them 1 Of course, you won't 
tell me, but I know very well for 
all that, In some quiet corner, which 
you think nobody has seen but 
yourselves, they lie as snug as 
kittrns in a cradle. You hide them 
under your pillow when you go to 
bed at night, so that you may read 
them when the cock bt!gins to crow 
in the morning ; for you children 
are always awake a long time be­
fore any one else. Well, don't be 
ashamed of possessing books, if they 
are good ones. You cannot have 
better friends than they, and they 
are always at hand to help. 

But what curious books come 
from the printing press every week. 
Some are full of wild and daring 
adventure, others of woe, and pain, 
and trouble. Some tell us of great 
anc noble deeds wrought hundreds 
of years before we were born, others 
of deeds done only yesterday, but 
which are so full of kindness that 

they never can be forgotten. Some 
explain the wonderful working of 
God's wisdom in the mighty moving 
planets, and in the still gigantic 
mountains ; others describe the mar­
vellous beauty of a butterfly's wing, 
and reveal the hidden glory of the 
simpltst flower. Some recount the 
horrors of a battle-field, and tell 
how men have died for home and 
country ; others, more peaceful, re­
late the successes of commerce, and 
tell us of those who from the 
humblest places in rnciety have 
risen to positions of influence and 
power. Whatsoever a man can 
think, and say, and do, that will a 
book contain. 

Then they are of every size and 
colour. Some are like our pulpit 
Bible, very large and strong; others 
resemble my pc,cket Testament, and 
are very small indeetl. l:iome are 
full of pictures, others have none. 
Some are covered with gilt and 
bound with clasps, as if they were 
too good for common folk like you 
and me ; others-God bless them­
are a.a rough outside as a dear old 
friend of mine, and, like him, are 
fuU of thoughts which make us 
happy. But the strangest, most 
wonderful, most accurate book of 
all that have ever be~n written is 
the "Book of Remembrance" in 
heaven. It must be so, for it has 
God for its author, who does every­
thing perfectly, and cannot by any 
means make a mistake. And it is 
constructed in such a manner, that 
when the world shall pass away, 
with all its beautiful books and pic­
tures, that one shall remain in 
heaven untouched, uninjured. 

Look at its strange title : "A 
Book of Remembranc~." What 
does it mean 1 Let us take an illus­
tration, then, perhaps, we shall get 
at its meaning. 

Coming into the school rather 
earlier than usual this afternoon I 
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found every one of your teachers 
writing in little books, What do 
you call those books 1 Class-books. 
Yes, that is so. What do the 
teachers write in them 1 They put 
down whether we have come in 
early or not. Is that all? No; 
they say whether we have learot 
our lessons. Nothing more 1 Yes, 
they say whether we have been 
good or not. Those answers are all 
correct. Now, let me pnt to you 
another question. '' Why do they 
write all this?" "Because at the 
end of the year they v.ill wish to 
know what sort of scholars we have 
been, and be able to Fee whether 
we are worthy to receive a prize." 
Then, if that be so, these class­
books are simply "books of remem­
brance," because they call back to 
our mind the remembrance of duty 
fulfilled or neglected. The book in 
heaven is somewhat like these. It 
is God's class-book, wherein He can 
tell whether we have been absent 
from our duty, whether we have 
learnt the lesson of His holy will, 
and whether we have been obedient 
to His wishes. 

Take another illustration. On 
board of every ship tha.t goes out 
to sea there is stored away safely in 
the captain's cabin a thick, strong­
bound volumfl, called the log-book. 
In it he is compelled to write down 
the events of his voyage. Telling 
how fast the ship sailed, what she 
saw, where she went; how the 
sailors acted, what cargo was car­
ried, what sails were lost, and what 
money was spent. Then when he 
comes home the book is opened, 
and the owners read the history of 
the voyage, and reward or condemn 
him according to what iR written. 
Thus you see the log-book is a 
'' book of remembrance." God's 
book is eomewhat like it, for it con­
tains the record of aU that we do 
as we sail across the sea of life into 

eternity, and it will be opened at 
last to speak for us or against us. 

There is one thing, hmrever, wherein 
God's "Book of Remembrance" 
dijfers from any that we can make, 
and it is in this: 1 t gives a compkte 
account withm,t any misrepresenta­
tion whatever. 

Your class-books are not always 
correct. Your teachers are liable 
to make mistakes, and put you 
down as absent when you are pre­
sent, and present when you are 
absent, so that at the end of the 
year you might even receive a prize 
when you do not deserve one. And 
the log-book, let the captain keep 
it as carefully as he can, may yet 
contain a blander which shall lie 
like a blot upon the character for 
life. God's book of remembrance 
is always true. If you forget every­
thing else of my talk this afternoon, 
remember that. It will cheer you 
when the world is speaking evil of 
you, for you will know that there 
is One above who ever writeth the 
truth, and never alters what is 
written. Just as we are, without a 
shadow of flattery or depreciation 
are we represented in the great 
book in heaven. If we are misun­
derstood now, let us look forward 
with joy to the time when all things 
shall be made clear. Sometimes 
God will make our innocence mani­
fost while we are here. This re­
minds me of a pretty tale I used to 
hear when a little child. A very 
rich lady, dwelling in a magnificent 
house in a German town, Jost a 
costly necklace made of pearls. 
When it was missed of course every 
oue was at a loss to know where it 
was. So candles and lamps were 
fetched, and a most dilicrent search 
was made aH over the house. 
There was not a nook or cranny 
anywhere that was not looked into. 
Still it could not be found, though 
the search lasted many days. Then 



JCSl!IAYS A.ND PAPD8 ON RBLIGIOll'S SUBJBCTS, 211 

every one began to think that 
everybody else was a thief, and 
when things come to that pass, 
somebody is sure to get into trouble. 
The lady's servant was charaed 
with stealing it, and though ~he 
said she was not guilty, she could 
not get a single soul to believe her, 
So she suffered punishment. Years 
passed by, till one day a terrific 
storm swept through the town, and 
cast down a fine statue of Justice 
that stood in one of the public 
squares. Yo11 know that Justice is 
always represented as holding a 
pair of scales in her hand. Well, 
immediately it fell, there rolled out 
from one of the scales a bird's nest, 
wherein was tbe pearl necklace 
which had been lost so many years 
before. Clearly the girl had not 
hidden it there. Therefore she was 
innocent. They soon discovered 
that it bad been taken away from 
the house by a tame raven, which 
used to fly in and out of the win­
dowfi, Why didn't they think of 
it before 7 Simply because folk 
never dream of birds stealing 
jewellery. We call them great 
thieves, though I l!lcarcely think we 
ought. They only steal their dinner, 
and then sing to pay us for it. 
However, the poor servant was 
shown to be honest, and that wa:.; 
of more account to her than any­
thing else. So you see that God 
can clear our characters while we 
are here, and if He does not, we 
need not trouble ourselves; He will 
be sure to do so when we go home 
to Him. Then the book shall be 
opened. The bright, pure light of 
God's truth shall shine, and the 
black, foul birds of envy, hate, and 
malice shall fly down to the regions 
of darknells and be seen no more. 

There is another thing which I 
wish you to notice in this text. It 
is this: 

Those u·hofear the Lord and think 

upon His Name, and love one another, 
will have all that they do, and think 
and say, specially recorded in this 
book, 

Good deeds are ne,•er forgotten 
by God. Kind words, though 
uttered in the poorest place on 
earth, rise up on the wings of love 
till they hover around the great 
white throne. The world may 
forget you, though you spend Ume 
and strength, and wealth on its 
behalf, When you go to make 
yourself a blessing amongst those 
who are afflicted, no notice is taken 
of you wbatever. People look upon 
you as if you were going to the 
market, or the park, or the mill, 
You see they are not interested in 
you. But the dear Lord is. He fa 
specially desirous that you should 
follow Him who '' went about doing 
good." He always remembers. If 
you go to the infirmary and shed tears 
of sympathy npon the pillow of the 
sick, He gathers them, and puts 
them into His bottle. For such 
tears are our hearts' best jewels, 
and He thinks them worthy of a 
place in heaven. If you wander 
over the battle-field, where men lie 
with gaping gm1shot wounds, thirst• 
iog and dying, and offer a prayer 
for them ; above the clatter of mus­
ketry, the roar of cannon, the wild 
Fhrieks of anguish, and the sad 
moanings of despair, your prayer 
will ascend though it be uttered 
only in a whi1per. If you descend 
into a mine where the roof has 
fallen, or an explosion has scattered 
ruin, and bathe the aching temples 
of the injured, the light from your 
lamp will pierce the awful gloom 
around, and cast its gentle radiance 
on the threshold of glory. If you 
go into the dismal alleys of our 
town, where poverty, and shame, 
and sin, are always found, and carry 
a loaf, or a tender word of rebuke, 
the echo of your footfall wil! be 
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heard upon the ramparts of the 
heavenly city. The watchmen will 
cry, "Who goes there 1" The an­
swer will be, " One who goeth on a 
ruission of mercy." Then the sweet 
word of blessing will be heard­
" Servant of God, well done." Let 
this thought be ever with you. God 
remembers all that is done for them, 
however small or great it may be. 
The r~cording angel keeps the ac­
count. Every day, every hour, 
every moment, be watches and 
listens, so that he may fill the 
wonderful book. If I may speak 
so, I would urge you all to keep 
the angel busy, by doing all the 
good you can, in all the ways you 
can, and wherever you can. 

Last of all, I must tell you that this 
boolc of remembrance is kept so that 
the Lord rooy reward us justly at the 
last. 

You never work for God for 
nothing, He always rewards those 
who he1p on His kingdom, In the 
day when the Lord makes up His 
jewels, those who have served Him 
sl\all be His for ever. Crowns of 
glory shall be theirs. Joy unut­
terable shall b!) theirs. Perfect 
rest shall be theirs. Children, 
labour for the Lord. He will help 
you. He will bless you. He will 
remember you. The book has many 
a blank page for you to fill. Get 
something written in it to-day, by 
being kind and obedient when you 
return home. Then reward shall 
come in the end. But work not 
simply for a reward. Work for the 
love of serving God. · 

My God! I love Thee for Thyself, 
All creature things above; 

Thy glorious works, Thy blessed gifts, 
I praise-but Thee I love. 

Preston, 

THE WORTH OF THE BIBLE 

BY FATHER GRASSI, Oi' ROME. 

ST. PAUL calls reasonable the 1·espect 
paid to the intelligence of man; and 
the Psalmist had already admon• 
ished us not to resemble infants in 
understanding. Philosophy itself 
teaches us that man never lowers 
his dignity but by acting foolishly 
or brutally ; therefore reason, dis­
cernment between good and evil, is 
in ns like the hand of a clock. 
Without it, what would remain to 
us 1 Nothing but instinct and the 
animal nature. 

By this you will understand my 
intention to speak with you upon 
Holy Scripture, and in order to 
show its value let us consider 
Reason, and the right motive for 
the respect shown thereto. Every 
one convinced of these infallible and 
supreme truths will not experience 
a tranquil conscience if under the 
influence of the deception of others, 
and a too blind submission to fal­
lacious authorities. 

The basis of the respect due to 
the sacred pages might well be de­
duced from their antiquity, from 
the wisdom displayed in the morality 
which they teach, and from the 
truth of the narratives and facts 
which they recount. 

The Bible for these causes com • 
mands the esteem and veneration of 
all learned and eminent men of all 
times and of all nations, who, if 
they do not all admit its truth, yet 
prove that it ri_ses Puperior to their 
strictures or their criticism. For 
not only are the above-mentioned 
arguments sufficiently powerful to 
remove every doubt respecting the 
sanctity and irrefragability of the 
Bible, but we have also the cer­
tainty of its having been inspired 
by God, What is man against 
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Him 1 Shall we be told of the 
importance, the necessity of addu­
eing proofs ? That would be to 
demand too much, for we cannot do 
it without heresy. But I speak to 
you, Christians enlightened by 
faith, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
therefore it is sufficient that I ap­
peal to the Apostle Paul's words to 
Timothy-" .All Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God." 

To proceed, therefore, to the 
analysis of each separate head you 
see would be presun.ption and folly, 
for the Bible has not ambiguities, 
deceptions, or sophisms; it is lim­
pid, clear, intelligible even to the 
simplest mind ; its words fill the 
heart with celestial sweetness, and 
open the mind to sublime concep­
tions. . Yet allow me to make some 
reflections ·upon the creation as it is 
referred to at the beginning of 
Genesis. 

Who does not know that the last 
act of creation was that of man 1 
.All that surrounds him proceeded 
from nothing before him. Who, 
therefore, witnessed the preceding 
facts 1 No one ! , . . • Is, therefore, 
Genesis an imagination, a fable 1 

I see you, brethren, arch your 
eyebrows, and with very good rea­
son, for any one must be either 
stupid or wicked to suppose so. 
I speak to believers better instructed 
than myself that the Bible is no 
other than a precious collection of 
Divine revelations, which have:come 
down to you with scrupiilons exact­
ness from generaticn to generation 
from the earliest times. 

Faith, which is an infallible 
teacher, would close the door against 
all after investigations on that head ; 
but let me say again I should like 
you to tell me who before Moses, 
Solomon, David, Saul, Jacob, Isaac, 
Abraham, when mankind was im­
mers6d in the profoundest igno­
rance, wa11 in a position to write 

those pages, to utter those words 
which are comfort, light, life 1 
Who, 0 Lord! who but God 1 

The books of men, however emi­
nent and wise, have their day, and 
then fall, if not into discredit, hun­
dreds into oblivion. What now 
are the treatises of Plato, Socrates, 
Seneca, Tully, Cresar, Pliny, Ta­
citus, and other~ whom I omit for 
brevity 1 Let me tell you although 
full of stupendous teaehings, they 
are neither necessary nor useful. 

The Bible, on the contrary, 
although not illustrated· from its 
beginning by any contemporary 
author, is the mighty impregnable 
Rock; it is the Lighthouse against 
which whirlwind and tempests rage 
in vain. It is the colossal treasure­
house whence almost the whole 
world who believe its pages draw 
their customs, tlieir wisdom, their 
standard of right and wrong, their 
laws, and, more than all, eternal 
life. Is not this a prodigy 1 Yes ! 
eternal life ! . . . Jesus Christ, our 
Redeemer, confirmed that to us 
when He declared, "Hearen and 
earth shall pass away; but My 
words shall not pass auay." You 
will easily understand that when 
saying this, Christ did not refer only 
to His Gospel, which was afterwards 
to constitute a new part of that 
same Word, but also to all the 
teachings already therein existing. 
The Gospel contains numerous re­
ferences to the Old Testament, and 
especially that one wherein the Re­
deemer Himself says to the Jews, 
" Search the Scriptures; they rhre they 
which testify of Me." And when in 
the Temple He disputed with the 
doctors, explaining and enforcing 
those Scriptures of the Old Testa­
ment, He proved it m?st c}early to be 
a book infallible and rnsptred. Thus 
the Old Testament was the foun­
dation of the New; and it has un­
de1·gone no alteration or change 



214 THE NAMES AND TITLES OF CHRIST. 

except in some slight particulars of 
the Mosaic Law, which were spe­
cially adapted to those places and 
times, but in doctrine, none. 

We need not, my brethren, reply 
to the ridiculous and presumptuous 
criticisms of this holy book by 
pseudo-philosophers; they use the 
subtle and sibylline language of the 
children of darkness, and, like 
blind guides, will fall into the 
ditch. Apart from the Word of 
God, apart from faith therein, there 
is no wi~dom and no heart like 
Christ's; He is the Incarnate Wis­
dom of God, and the Bible is the 
revealed Wisdom of God. Upon 
it we should meditate day and 
night; hold it in our hands from 
morning till evening ; use it in our 
prayers; teach it in our schools ; 
carry it on our journeys; give it to 
our friends; spread and propagate 
it throughout the. world. 

But it is not enough to carry it 
with us ; we must study it with 
attention and earnest will. Is it 
not certain that if we attempted 
to read a book in the dark, however 
clear it might be, it would always 
remain incomprehensible to us 1 
Would not he who at noonday 
looked through a black lens think 
that it was night, although the sun 
was shining in the greatest splen­
dour 1 

This Divine Book, well read, well 
meditated, suffices by itself for hap­
piness in this life and in the next. 
Let no one doubt this, let no one 
dare to think that, on account of 
false interpretations and doctrines, 
the Word of God does not suffice 
by itself for the perfecting of men 
and of nations. Let us preserve 
this sacred deposit in the ark of 
our hearts, and we are sure of sal­
vation and of eternal glory. 

OR, 

.A GLIMPSE OF CHRIST FOR EACH SUNDAY IN THE YEAR. 

BY W. POOLE BALFERN, 

CHRIST A FORERUNNER. 

FOR AUGUST 3RD. 

" Whither the forerunner is for us 
entered, even Jesus."-Hob. vi. 20. 

How encouraging it is to tbe Chris­
tian, as he wends his pilgrim way 
towards that city which bath foun­
dations and whose builder and 
maker is God, to trace the footprints 
of his risen Lord, marking all the 
path he has to tread. Such can 
sing witL. the poet:-

"I love to kiss each print where Christ 
Did set His pilgrim feet ; 

Nor can I fear that blessed path, 
Whose traces are so sweet." 

Yes; Jesus has marked out by His 
example the path of His followers 
through life and death, and to each 
and all He says, Follow Me and no 
evil shall befall you. Y o~r path 
may be strange to you, your fees 
subtle, your wants many, but all is 
known to Me. I know your path 
and can guide you, your darkness 
and can teach you, your foes and 
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can protect you, your wants and 
can supply them. Be of good 
courage ; only follow Me in faith, 
love, fortitude, humility, patience, 
and hope; lean upon My arm, keep 
My words, and My command8, 
and all shall be well. I have gone 
before, as your Forerunner, to pre­
pare a place for you, to take pos­
session of My crown and My throne, 
and that not simply for Myself, but 
also for you, and the same welcome 
and the same joy which have been 
awarded Me shall be the portion 
·of all who follow in My steps and 
wait for My appearing. 

CHRIST A LEA.DER. 

FoR AuousT lOTII. 

"I will instruct thee and teach thee 
in the way which thou shalt go: I 
will guide thee with mine eye."­
Ps, xxxii. 8. 

THE path of a believer in this 
world is often intricate and beset 
with dangers and snares ; fre­
quently, too, there is tlarkness 
within as well as without, and lie 
finds it difficult to discern the way 
of life and peace. God in His 
infinite love, however, has providtd 
aLeaderandguide, and, speaking of 
Christ, He says: "Behold I have 
given Him for a Leader to the 
people," and Christ is faithful to 
the trust reposed in Him, for "He 
calleth His own sheep by name, and 
leadeth them ont;" He ca11s them 
away from self-trust and pride to 
rest on His finished work; from 
their own slren~th and wisdom to 
trust in -Bis ; from the dry and 
barren wastes of falsehood and error 
to feed in the green pastures of 
truth and to lie down by the side of 
the deep flowing waters of His own 
Jove, peace, and blessedness. He 

goes before them to show them their 
way, and to destroy their foes, 
throwin<> over them the cool shadow 
of His presence and protection, so 
that they can rest in the wilderness 
and sleep in the woods. Thus He 
leads them through life and even 
the waters of death, nor forsakes 
them until they reach the land of 
promise above. 0 my soul, what­
ever be thy path, however, trying, 
fear not, but follow thy Leader with 
implicit faith at all times and He 
will clear thy path, defeat thy foes, 
and guide thee sasely to thy Father's 
house and home above. 

CHRIST A REFINER A:ND 
PURlFIER. 

FoR AuousT 17TH. 

"I have chosen thee in the furnace 
of aflliction." -Is. xlviii. 10. 

"Whom the Lord loveth Ho chas­
teneth."-Heb. xii. 6. 

THE Chriatian is often tempted to 
think that if he were really a child 
of God he would not be quite so 
affiicted ; that his trials would not 
be so many, or his sorrows Eo great. 
But his God and Father tells him 
that He has chosen him in tbe fur­
nace of affliction; that because he 
is a Christian, a child, and loved, 
therefore he is chastened, and that 
for his profit, and that he may be 
a partaker of His holiness; that the 
great aim and end of all God's 
dealings with him-of all the flames 
of suffering which surround him, 
and which often in his apprehen­
sion threaten to destroy him-is 
but to purge away the dross and 
tin of pride and self-will, and 
prepare him to receive the image 
of Christ, who Himself ever sits by 
the furnace, and when His work is 
accoroplish€d will withdraw the 
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fire. And how sustaining is the 
thought to the tried Christian that 
the Great Refiner and Purifier 
Himself was perfected by suffering, 
and that through His own sorrow 
He is practically able to understand 
and sympathise with the feeblest of 
His children in all the varied ex­
periences and discipline of suffer­
ing through which they have to 
pass, and by which they are fitted 
for God's service here and the 
enjoyment of His presence here­
after. 0 my soul, when in the fur­
nace see not only its flames, but 
behold each reflecting the face of 
thy great Saviour and brother born 
for adversity, who in all thy afilic­
tions is afilicted, and whose love is 
but seeking to conform thee to His 
own beauty, and thou mayest share 
in His glory arid reflect His per­
fection for ever. 

CHRIST A MASTER. 

FoR AUGUST 24Tl!. 

"If I then, your Lord and :Master, 
have washed your feet ; ye also ought 
to wash one another's feet."-John 
xiii. 14. 

CHRIST is a Ma;iter, and His people 
are His servants, but their servicu 
is perfect freedom, for they are sons 
and not slaves. Still there is a 
service of love and obedience He 
demands of His people. "If ye 
love Me," He says, '' keep My com­
mandments." .And Bis command­
ments ought to be sought out and 
obeyed, for He is a good Master, 
and in keeping His commandments 
there is great reward. Christ is 
not a hard taskmaster, nor does He 
expect His servants to make bricks 
without straw, but noble and muni­
ficent giving what He demands and 
demanding what He gives. It is 

His to give to His servants their 
gifts, their station, and their work. 
These things we are to seek and 
accept at His hand, and His re­
vealed will is to be our guide and 
supreme in all things, not in some 
things, but in all. And we should 
ne'(er forget that our l\faster is 
ever present with us, watching the 
spirit in which we serve and the 
character of our service. Our aim, 
therefore, ever should be to please 
Him, and with His approbation we 
should learn to be contellt, remem­
bering that He is tenderly sympa­
thetic in relation to all our weak­
ness; never unrighteous in His 
demands, and that He ever awards 
the most munificent rewards of 
grace to the least service rendered 
by His people under the influence 
of His own love. 

CHRIST A DELIVERER. 

FoR AuouST 3lsT. 

" There shall come out of Zion a 
Deliverer, and shall turn away un­
goJliness from Jacob."-Rom. xi. 26. 

MaN at best is but a weak, frail, 
and insignificant creature, and, as 
the result of sin, exposed to many 
dangers and foes, and frequently 
the subject of many fears from 
which he cannot deliver himself. 
The help, however, which he cannot 
find in himself, circumstances, or 
friends, is always to be found in 
Christ, who is the Deliverer of His 
people and mighty_ to save. One 
of old said, _,, Thou hast delivered 
my soul from death, mine eyes from 
tears, aud my feet from falling ," 
and what He did for His servant 
of old He can and will do for all 
who trust in Him now. He can 
deliver the conscience from guilt by 
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His blood, ,the heart from fear by 
faith, and the spirit from bondage 
by love. Though mountains of 
difficulty seem to stand in the way 
of our deliveranee He has but to 
touch them and they melt away. 
He delivers His people seasonably, 
freely, wisely, efficiently, and con­
stantly. He calls upon His disciples 

The Spurgeon Birthday Book and Auto­
graphic Register. Passmore and 
Alabaster. 

A BOOK"for all. Suitable'for a present 
to wife, child, or sweetheart. The ex­
terior brilliant with glories of gold; 
the interior enriched with anecdotes, 
events, and similes, given in Mr. 
Spurgeon's own interesting style, and 
the birthdays of Susie and 0, H. 
Spurgeon ,iµ.dicated by their w'orld­
wide autographs. 

The Principles and Practices of the 
Baptists. A Book for Inquirers. By 
CHARLES IVILLIAMS, of Accrington. 
Baptist Tract Society, 0Mtle-street, 
Holborn. 

A VERY comprehensive volume, and 
we are greatly indebted to l\Ir. Wil­
liams for his kind labours. We believe 
his work will be amoug the mo~t useful 
of any issued by the Baptist Tract 
Society. It enters fully into our prin­
ciples and practices, of none of which 
are we ashamed, as they are presented 
to ns in these pages. The appendix : 
Lists of books on Baptism, and the 
History of Baptists. And l\Ir. Wil­
lianrs has not erred in placing the New 
Testament first in the list, the best book 
on our principles. Then follow books 
on Baptist history ; also books by 
Baptist authors in or before the nine­
teenth century; the distinction between 
General and Particular Baptists-may 
the day soon come when there shall be 

ever to look to him for all that they 
need at all times and in all places, 
and declares that all who thus 
eall upon _Him shall be helped and 
saved. 0 my soul, do not limit 
the power or grace of thy Lord, 
but ever live looking to Him to 
supply all thy wants, and to give 
thee victory over all thy foes. 

no need for this chapter; our chapel 
deeds ; and, lastly, directions about 
marriages, with a copy of the marriage 
laws and marriage service. We shall 
he pleased to hear of the demand for 
several editions. It should be in every 
chapel library. Each Sunday school 
mperintendent and secretary should 
have a copy, and we are certain it 
would prove a good reference book if 
a eopy was kept at each of onr village 
chapels. 

The Commonito,·ium against Heresies, qt 
Vincentius Levinensis, A.D. 434. 
'franslatedfrom the Latin, with origi­
nal notes, explanatory and historical 
By JoHN SrocK, LL.D,, Hudders­
field, Elliot Stock, Paternoster-row. 

WHATEVER Dr. Stock applies himself 
to he always brings to hi~ subject a 
scholarly and industrious mind. The 
Doctor says in his preface ; " The 
thorough mastering of the Commoni­
torium will give ns a very good idea of 
the progress of religiom1 tho_ught in 
the Church to the year 434." It is with 
a view to this result that the trans­
fator has executed this work, The 
whole is divided into thirty-nine 
chapters, and each chapter headed with 
its theme or subject. Wo are hold in 
hand by the excellent notes from mis­
take or error, and this is very desirable 
when reading the ancient fathers, who 
are not always so clsar or true as the 
apostolic grandfathers. The thanks 
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of all are duo to the translator for 
rescuing this work from oblivion, and 
it will be welcomed as a rich contribu­
tion to our sacred literature. 

Gkri~t my SMpherd; being brief Notes 
and Thoughts on part of the last 
verse of the second chapter of Isaiah. 
Dy JA.MES WILLIAM BRYANS, Lieut. 
retired, H.M. Bombay Army. James 
Nisbet and Co, 

WRITTEN by a good soldier, and dedi­
cated to good soldiers, and to the 
thousands of the British Army who 
keep guard and watch night and day 
on home and foreign service. It is a 
well-written and devout little book. 
Is the outcome of a spiritual mind 
earnestly yearning that the life of 
Jesus might possess his comrades in 
the British Army. It is a joy to us to 
know that so many among the officers 
of the army of our country live 
the life, wear the urriform, and 
unfurl the banner of tlte King of kings. 
W c believe it is to this fact that our 
army has often been saved, as is the 
case in the history of British India. 
The Ha.velocks, the Lawronces, the 
Hammonds, and others in times of 
deepest anxiety have been the pre­
servers of the honours and the saviours 
of their country. This book is 
thoroughly evangelical, and those who 
have to do with the army cannot do a 
better thing than to circulate it. We 
wislt it and its autho,· God speed, 

The Catholic Presbyterian, an inter­
national journal, ecclesiastical and 
religious. Edited by Professor 
BLACKIE, Nisbet and Co. 

WE repeat all we have said of this 
journal in our previous notices with 
the addition that each number, if pos­
sible, gets better than the previous 
issue. We have read with satisfaction 
the essay on the[novolist as a teacher 
by the Rev. A. C. Roe, and the four 
Gospels and the pulpit by Professor 
Bruce. They are papers of more than 
ordinary merit, and we are sure that 
there is a brilliant future for a journal 
RO good, so full, and so cheap as the 
Catholic P.-esbyte,·ian continues to be. 

Baptist Principles and History, the 
substances of two sermons preached 
in St. George's Chapel, Plymouth, 
and before the Western Association 
of Baptist Churches at Bridport, 
June 11th, 1879. With notes and 
appendix by JORN w. ABIIWORTH, 
pastor of the church, Yates and 
Alexander. 

THESE sermons are published by 
request, and we think the preacher 
has done right to accede to the request. 
Young people and strangers in onr 
congregations need constantly advising 
of our principles. There is not so 
thorough an acquaintance with the 
history and reasons for Baptfat Non­
conformity in somo cases as we could 
wish. Mr. Ashworth has done his 
work well, in a way and manner of 
which he need not be ashamed. The 
sermons are vigorous, plain, outspoken 
defences of the truth. And we are glad 
that for the small sum of threepence 
these manly discourses can be obtained 
and read by all whom they concern. 

T!te History of Protestantism, Part I. 
By the Rev. J. A. WYLIE, LL.D., 
illustrated. Cassell, Petter, and 
Galpin. 

WE are delighted to see this first part 
of a reissue of Dr. Wylie's well-known 
History of .Protestantism. The wide 
circulation of the former edition has, 
doubtless, been a bulwark in defence 
of our faith, a preservation aga.inst 
Romish error, and has stored the minds 
of thousands with sound views of our 
Protestantism. The presentation plate 
of Luther'11 first study of the Bible is 
strikingly appropriate to the work, 
and will ho fra.med and prized highly 
in many households. 

Thomas TVilson, the Silkman: a Life for 
Bt1isness Men. By E. WILISON 
M'CREE. Marlborough and Co. 

THE life of a good man, well presented 
by our brother Mr. M•Cree. 

Oun MAGAZINES, 
The Baptist, Sword and Trowel, and 

T!te General Baptist are good samples 
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of the healthy and vigorous literature 
of the Baptists. We could indicate 
in each number articles well written 
and containing matter which would 
be profitable to every reader. 
The Baptist and Freeman. - The 
juvenility of the one helps the age of 
the other. We never knew the Free­
man more alive with power, and more 
up to the requirements of the times 
in its pointed and stirring articles ; at 
the same time our young Bapti3t is 
always good. Tho reports of three 

SONGS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

THE WORD WHICII ENDURES FOB 
EVER. 

" The Word of the Lord endnreth for 
ever; and this is the Word which, by 
the Gospel, is preached unto you."-
1 PETER i. 25. 

"Evangelical truth has now become 
obsolete."-Daily Paper. 

Yes, like the sun to those who have no 
eyes, 

Who say "'Tis dark," while lo! the 
darkness flies ; 

Who shout" 'Tis night," when lo! the 
morning's born, 

Whoso light and beauty all such false­
hoods scorn. 

Obsolete! to those who never saw its 
grace, 

Clear shining iu a living Saviour's face: 
"Dead !" yes, to those who never felt 

its power, 
Or stood entranced before it for an hour. 

0 bsole~e ! yes, when hearts shall cease 
to glow 

With love to Him whom they sublimely 
know; 

When God's own Spirit spurns the 
living Word, 

And fails to glorify its King and Lord. 

valuable societies have reached us, and 
have our heart's best wishes : the 
Trinitarian Bible Society, the German 
Baptist Mission, founded by the 
venerable and apostolic Father Oncken 
-may his last days be full of joy and 
peace-and the Ragged Church and 
Chapel Union. Also The British Flag, 
The Ragged School Union Quarterly, 
Truth and Progress, Australia, Voice of 
lVarning, Evangelical Christendom, 
&c. &c. 

Obsolotc ! yes, when this is true of 
light, 

The sun by da.y and silver sta.rs at 
night; 

Then hungry hearts, by sin and iorrow 
riven, 

Ma.y scorn God's truth and spurn the 
brea.d of heaven. 

Obsolete ! yes, to those who truth 
deride, 

Who have no life to feel its flowing tide; 
Arra.yed in death while pride in dark­

ness delves, 
And think truth dead when dead to it 

themselves. 

Obsolete! yes when Christ Himself is 
dead, 

And living truth from God's own heart 
bath fled; 

When hell and falsehood strike His 
servants dumb, 

God's Spirit gone, the world His death 
and tomb. 

Then, not till then, shall God's own 
1i ving truth 

Decay, lost all its vigour and its youth; 
Then faith indeed will faint and drop 

her tear 
O'er God dethroned and Christ's own 

death and bier. 

Brighton. W. POOLE BALFEBN. 
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. ORANGES IN THE PAS'.OORiTE. 
·" ffiw. R. P/'~ARE, of 'Appledore, 
.;North Devon,.1ias accepted the pasto­
'i'Me1of the united churohesof·Watohet 
and Williton. 

Rev. Geo. W. Pope, of Thorpe-le­
~oken, Ess~x, has accepted an invita­
tion to assist the Rev. E. J. Silverton 
in his work at Nottingham. 

Rev. G. Jarman, of Birmingham, has 
accepted the pastorate of the church at 
Woodgate, Loughborough. 

Rev. James Dann: has, after seven 
yea.A' ministry, resigned the pastorate 
of the church at Westgate, Bradford, 
as from the end of the present year. 

Rev. G. T·. Reed, of Bristol College, 
has received and accepted an invitation 
to the· pastorate of the church at 
Ventnor. 

Rev. W. Sumner has resigned the 
pastorate of the,. ch1J,rch ,at Albany 
Chapel, Brentford, and accepted that 
at South-street, Hull. 

Rev. A. Williams, .of Garne, North 
Wales, has accepted the pastorate of 
the oldest church in the Rhondda 
Valley, called Ne ho. 

Rev. Henry Varley, jun., of Regent's­
park College, has accepted a cordial 
invitatfon to supply the pulpit at 
Pembroke Cha.pel, Liverpool, for twelve 
months. . 

Rev. W. Horn, late of Idle York­
shire, has accepted a call to the pas­
torate of the church at Zion Chapel, 
Bacup. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

JARROW•OiN-TYNE.-The recognition 
sen-ices connected with the settlement 
of the Rev. W. Davies as pastor of the 
church have been held. The Rev. W. 
Hanson presided at a public meeting, 
at which addresses were given by the 
Revs. J. M. Stephens, B.A., on "The 
Liberty of Congregational Churches;" 
A. F. Riley, on "The llligratory Cha­
racter of Congregational lllinisters ;" 

and J. Hughes, on "Some Conditions 
?f Church Success." A new chapel is 
m course of erection . 

. S,.LFOll;D.-The Rev. D. Rhys Jen­
kins has Jl).St be0J1 publicly .recognised 
as pastor of the church at Chester­
street, Salford. 

W:ANDSWORTH.-At East-hill Chapel, 
a .•oiree and public meeting has been 
h?l~ with the objects, first, of recog­
msmg the Rev. James Harcourt as 
pastor, and, next, of inaugurating an 
effort to extinguish a debt of £800 
upon the building. Mr. James Stiff 
presided. The report road stated that 
t?e outlay connected with chapel altera­
t10ns and erection· of classrooms had 
been £1,200, of which £400 had been 
con:ributed. Including £100 from the 
chairman, promises of £5u0 were made 
during the proceedings. .Several mini­
ste,-s delivered addresses. 

. ~OUGHT~N, SrAFFORDSRIRE.-Recog­
nit1on services connected with the set­
tlement of the Rev. C. T. Johnson as 
pastor of the church have been held 
Mr. W. M. Grose, of Stoke, presiding'. 
Amongst others, the Rev. C. Cham­
bers gave the pastor a '\Velcome ou 
behalf of the churches of the district 
without pastors, and on behalf of ·the 
British and Irish Home Missions. 

WINSTONE1 GLOUCESTBRSRIRE. - On 
Wednesday, June 25th, Rev. J. W. 
T_o:"nsend received a public recog­
mt10n as pastor of the Baptist Church 
Winstone, Gloucestershire. ' 

PRESENTATIONS. 
l\Ir. W. Gill, who has been the pastor 

of L~ttle London Chapel, Willenhall, 
for eight ye~rs, has !>eon presented, 
on the occ~s10n of his resigning tho 
pastorate, with an illuminated address 
a purse of money, and an electro~ 
plated inkstand. 

Rev. W. Thomas having resi"ned the 
charge of the Baptist churches 

0

of Hose 
and Clawson, has accepted the unani-
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mous invitation .to the church. at 
Braunston. Upon his leaving his for­
mer charge he was presented with a 
purse of gold, as a token of the high 
esteem in which he was held by his 
church and congregation. 

A social meeting of the church and 
congregation of Lodge-road Chapel, 
Birmingham, has been• held for the 
purpose of bidding farewell to the pas­
tor, the Rev. Charles Bright, who has 
accepted a call ,to .King'.s Ly11D. He 
was presented wJth a. beautiiully-illu­
minated address and a purse of money;. 
the Young .Men's Society adding a 
handsome volume, &nd the ladies a 
timepiece, as expressions. of esteem 
and goodwill. 

NEW CHAPELS. 

The memorial-stone of a new. chapel 
ha,s been:hid by Mr. E. G. Robinson at 
PE!terilhurch, the building being in­
tended to supereede the old chtipel, 
which has· for some time fiinc-e ·been· 
used for educational purposes. The 
total outby will be ,£1,065, towards 
whioh .nearly £50 was contributed at 
the formal proceedings; in which seve­
ral neighbouring ministers took; . part. 
'l'he church was, H appears, formed·i11 
1820. 

A 'm,emoria1-stone of tt new schooi 
chapel has been laid at Carisbrook-road, 
Walton-road, Liverpool, by Mr. John 
Cripps, president of the local Union. The 
intended edifice i■ ·to accommodate the 
congregation under the pastorate of 
the Rev. W. Ba.thga.te, now worship­
ping 11t Skelmersilale Hall, Westmin­
ster-road. The church membership 
numbers 150, and there is an averag!Jc 
attendance., of 450 .at the. services ; 
there are also 250 scholar:, and 30 
teachers. The total cost· of the new 
building, exclusive · of land, will be 
£1,100, which has been.. wholly sub; 
scribed, An adjoining piece pf land 
is reserved for ·a cha.pal when funds 
are forthcoming. The Rov. Hugh 
Stowell Brown and other ministers 
took part in the.ceremony. • .. 

A new chapel i5 contemplated at 
Higham, £300 having been already 
promised towards the cost. 

The erection of a new chapel is 
contemplated at Markhouse-common, 
Walthamstow. 

The foundation-stone of a new 
chapel has been laid at Toxtoth-park, 
Liverpool, by Mr. John Barran, M.P. 
The cost, exclusive of the land, will be 
about£9,000, 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

. BAPTIST CHA.PEL, BROCKENRURST.­
The above chapel having undergone 
thorough repair both inside. and out­
side, at a cost of about twenty pbunds, 
the members and friends of the con­
gregation are desirous to have the 
debt n:punged. Some few females 
here, with other kind friends at 
Lymington, have been working for a 
bazaar, which will be opened for this 
object at the Baptist Chapel, August 
4th, 1879 (Bank holiday). Admission 
free. 

Memorial stones of new Snnday­
scbool premises connected with the 
church at New Southgate, under the 
pastorate of the Rev. D. Gracey, have 
been laid. Accommodation is to be 
afforded for about 300 children, at a 
coBt of about £600, towards which 
ne11rly £400 have been contributed. 
Mr. J. Olney performed the oeremony, 
and :i.dded £20 to the funds, £50 
being the total result of the day's pro-
ceedings. , 

In connection with Wadham•strect 
Ch'apel, ·Weston-supor-Mare, new and 
commodious school premises have been 
op~ned. "The buildings stand on a site 
formerly occupied by the minister's 
house, ,and galleries connect it with 
the chapel. The cost involved has 
beell £700, including furniture ; and 
the chapel has recently been enlarged 
at an additional outlay of £750. To­
wanls the total expenditute £400 have 
been contributed. llfr. T. Blake, M.P., 
:presided at the public meeting. 

HORNTON - STREET CHAPEL, KEN• 
SINGTON.-Anniversary sermons were 
preached on Sunday, June 22nd, by 
Rev. M. Day1 of Notting-hill, and Rev. 
W. A. Blake, of Brentford. On Tues. 
day evening a public meeting was held, 
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at which addresses were delivered by 
Revs. F. H. White, J. O. Fellowes, R. 
R. Finch, S. A. Swain, and J. Hawes. 

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. - On 
Tuesday and Wednesday, June 10th 
and 11th, the inaugural meetings were 
held at Luton, the Rev. J. H. B!&ke 
being elected president, nnd thirteen 
churches, with a united membership 
of 1,SOO members, uniting. These 
churches reported an increase during 
the past year of 140 members. Ar­
rangements for holding village evange­
listic services were made, and a reso-
1 ution against the Zulu war and foreign 
policy was adopted. Rev. W. G. Lewis 
preached. 

Special evangelistic services, under 
the auspices of the Baptist Union, were 
held at Boutport-street Baptist Chapel, 
Barnstaple, from July 7th to July 
21st. Revs. C. B. Sawday, W. Wil­
liams, and T. W. Medhurst were the 
preachers. 

BAPTIST TABERNACLE, WINSLOW, 
BucKs.-Tbe Sundav-school anniver­
sary services have· just been held, 
when tht Rev. J. W. Harrold preached, 
In the afternoon an address was given 
by the pastor, F. J. Feltham, to the 
scholars and their friends, who mus­
tered in good numbers, and at the 
close of the evening service the ordi­
nance of the Lord's Supper was ob­
served. All throughout the services 
were most successful. Collections over 
£5. 

The annual tea-meeting was re­
cently held at Sway, Rants, and at the 
public meeting addresses were de­
livered by the Revs. J. B. Burt, Beau­
lieu; W. H. Payne, Lyndhurst; T. 
Evans, Milford; T. J. Stockley, Ashley; 
and G. Read, Brockenhurst. 

LmoN.-On Lord's-day, June 15th, 
Rev. J. H. Blake having completed the 
third year of his ministry at Park­
street, preached in the morning from 
the words of the Apostle, " Therefore, 
watch, and remember that by the space 
of three years I ceased not to warn 
every one night and day with tears." 
And in tho evening, " Throe years I 
como seeking fruit and finding none." 
On Monday evening a meeting was 
presided over by the ~fayor of Luton. 

Addresses were given by Rev. A. 
Walker, Rev. J. Tuckwell, the Revs. 
Cook a.nd Tompkilils, and George Hnnt, 
Esq. The Mayor congratulated the 
minister and church on their succees 
and happiness. One hundred and fifty 
members have been added during the 
three years of Mr. Blake's ministry, 
and there; is every proof of present 
and future blessing. During the even­
ing selections of music from the best 
masters were rendered by Miss C. 
Blake, the organist, and an efficient 
choir. 

ALPERTON CHAPEL, SUDBURY, Mm­
DLESEX.-The anniversary of the above 
chapel was held on Tuesday,June 17th. 
Rev. J. A. Spurgeon preached in the 
afternoon. In the evening a public 
meeting was held, Sir S. Morton Peto, 
Bart., presiding, and addresses were 
delivered by Re..-s. J. A. Spurgeon, J. 
0. Fellowes, J. T. Briscoe, E. Leach, C. 
B. Chapman, W. A. Blake, A. F. Brown, 
A. H. Baynes, Esq., Rev. W. Stott, and 
Gen. Copland, Crawford. 

Mr. Duncan Fletcher, who is about 
to devote himself to the ministry 
a.mong the Baptists-the son of the late 
Mr. Fletcher, of Jamaica, of the Lon­
don Missionary Society-has been bap­
tised at Luton by the Rev. James H. 
Blake. Mr. Duncan Fletcher gave at 
the water-side his reason £or leaving 
the Congregationalists. 

BAPTISMS. 
Ab,rdare.-June 29, Carmel (Eng.), Seven, 

by T. Jones. 
AbertiUery.-J une 20, Ebenezer Churcb, 

Three, by L. Jones. 
Aberaron, Glamorge.nehire.-Jnne 27, Three, 

by T. Richards. 
.Mtleoorough.-July 6, Two, by J. T. Felce. 
Barmlrd ilnm, N ewport.-J une 29, Two, by 

A. T. Jones. 
:Birmingham. -June 21i, Christ Church, 

Three, by G. E. Thomas. 
Bacup.-July 6, Ebenezer Chapel, Eight, 

byW. G&y. 
Bacup.-July 6, Irwell-terrace, Twenty, by 

J. S. Hughee. 
Belp,,r, near Derby.-July 2, Saven, hy W. 

Bonser. 
Bla,navon.-June 2V, Klng-street, Four, by 

0. Tidman. 
Bootle, Liverpool.-June 22, Derby-road, 

Four, by Z. T. Dowen, 
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n..~~!'.e, Liverpool.-June 29, Four, by J. 

Bradford.-June 29, Bethel Chapel, Ten, by 
W. Wood. 

Bramley, Yorkshire.-July 10, Four, by M. 
G. Coker. 

Brien:Hffe, Burnley.-Jnne 26, Four, by J, 
Lloyd. 

Btwy.-June 29, Knowsley-street, Ten, by 
W. Bury. 
Elfi:~rsalem, Lampeter.-J une 22, One, by D. F. 

Gr1in.~t"m. - July 6, Eleven, by C. 

Orewe.-Jnne 22, Five, by F. J. Greening. 
DarU\»'d.-June 19, Two, by A. Sturge. 
D&lxm>ugh, Northamptonshire. -June 26 

Three, by C. Joshua. ' 
Dumtable.-July 3, Two, by T. Wheatley. 

Ja!:e1:. Vale.-June 29, Zion, Twelve, by B. 

Faringd-On, Berke.-Jnne 10, Four, by E. 
George. 

Foot'• /Jray, Kent.-Jnne_29, SiX, by R. E. 
Seal'S. 

Grel>t Grim,by.-July 3, SiX, by E. Lauder­
dale. 

Great Yarmoulh.-June 29, Wellesley-road, 
Five, by T. Hagen. 

Grim.~y.-July 3, FreetnlLn-street, Ele"Ven, 
by J. Manning. 

Gi!fachgocl,, Glam.-July 6, One by J. Hier. 
Borif.,-th.-J-uly 3, Four, by W. H. Rolls. 
Jarrow-on-Tim. - July 6, One, by W. 

De.vies. 
Keyn,ham. - June 29, Four, by C. A. 

Fellowes. 
Little Kingshill, Bucks.-J une 23, Two, by 

T L. Smith. 
Liverpool.-June 30, St. Paul's-square, Two 

by L. W. Lewis. 
Llanfair, Montgomeryshire.-May 25, One 

by D. E. Hughes. 
Lod,rb,y.-June 29. Se"Ven, by C. Mizen. 

c.¥'.'r~~.;;;:ay 25, Seven; June 23, Six, by 

Luton.-May 29, Nine; July~9,Seven, Park­
street, by J. H. Blo.ke. 

Lymm, Chesbire.-May 25, Five; Joly 6, 
One, by H. D1nies. 

Macclesfield.-July 2, One, by J. Maden. 
Maitl<lone.-June 30, Eight, by G. Walker. 
Markti Drayton.-May 26, Six; June 1, 

Three; July 6, Six, by T. Clark. 
Markyate-,tre,t, Becls.-July 10, Three, by 

E.Small. 
Metropolitan District:-

Alperton.-June 29, Three, by C. B. 
Chapm1Ln. 

Battf'rsea. -June 22, Three; June 29r 
Two, Surrej'-la.ne, by W. Sullivan. 

Clapham Common. - June ~7, Six.teen ; 
July 2. Two, by R. Webb. 
Fl~;;,i;::rcial-road.-June 29, Seven, by J. 

Edmonton.-June 29, Eight, by D. Russell. 
Gunner,bury.-June 25, Si", by W. Friih. 
John-,treet.-May 27, Three; July 3, Six, 

Trinity Chape\ by J. 0. Fellowea. 
Leylomtwe, E.-June 29, Five, by J. Brad­

ford. 

Mile-end. - June 22, Conference Hall 
Se"Ven, by J. A. Soper. ' 

Wa!tham.,to.,,.-June 29, Markhonse Com­
mon, Ten1 by T. Breewood. 
by ~~%,'";t'.~;;-:Jnne 26, Charles-street, Eight, 

Millgate, ne1Lr Rochdale.-Me.y 4, Three· 
May 25, Six; by T. Griffiths. ' 

Aloriah, Radnorshire -June 29, Four, by 
J. Mathias Hay, 

MOS$ley1 near M&nc.'het'iter.-Ma.y 17, Two 
June 28, Seven; by S. Skingle. 

Nantyglo, Mon.-July 6, Hermon Ch&pel 
Sixteen, by R. Jones_ ' 

Ne/1,er,eal,-May 11, Eight, by Mr. Sh&kes-
peo.re. 

Netherton.-July 6. Five, by T. Lewis. 
Netb[JOrt, Mon.-MaylS,Four, by A. T.Jone•, 
Newport, Mon.-Bamard Town, April 27 

One:; May 18, Four; June '291 Two. 
New Swindon1 Wiits.-February 26, Four• 

M&l' 21, Eight, by F. Pugh. ' 
Ne.,,thorpe, Notts.-July 2, Two, by the 

pastor. 
Newyold, Femdale.-April 20, Salem, Four, 

by J. Y. Jones. T:o::-:-. Mont.-July 6, Three, by T. W. 
ONe,try.-May 29, Three, by W. Edwards. 
Park End.-May 10, Three, by T. Nicholson. 
Pemhrake Dock.-July 6, Bush-street, Two, 

by R. C. Roberts. 
Pen/re, Rhondda. Valley.-July 6, English 

Chapel, Two, by M. H. Jones. 
Pole Moor, near Huddersfleld.-May 211, 

Four; July 6, Four, by J. El'ans. 
Pontn,wynydd, Pontypool.-June 30, Seven, 

by J. Evans. 
PrYrth, Rhondda Valley.-May 18, Twenty­

one, by G. Thomas. 
Portsmouth, Lake-roe.d.-May 28, Five; July 

2, Three, by T. W. Medhurst. 
Quorndon.-Ms.y 4, Seven, by A. Greer. 
Rhondda, South Wales.-June 29 Twelve 

by G. LI. Williams. ' ' 
Ryrk.-M&y 25, Park-road, Six, by J. T. 

Almy. 
Ryeford, Herefordshlre.-May 29, Three 

by E. Watkins. 
Saint Hui, Devon.-May 18, Four by · A, 

Pidgeon. ' 
A s::z~~~-Hill, Golcar.-June I, Three, by 

Sevenoa.b.-May 25, Four; June 29, One, by 
J. Field. 
E.;-:~Y.~rd, Cambs.-July 3, Two, by G. T. 

Southampton. - June 29, Carlton Chapel, 
Three, by E. Osborne. 

Meerness-on-Sea.-J une 29, One, by J. R. 
Haden. 

St. Belen',, Lanooshire.-July 6, Three, by 
W. C. Tayler. 

Stoke-on-Trent. - April 27, Six; May 11 
Seven; May 18, Five; byW.M.arch. l 

Swan.sea.-Ma.y 25, Seven; June 19, Nine, by 
W.Mayo. 

'l.'haxted, Essex.-May 20, Park-street, Three, 
by G. H. Hook. 

Todmordm.-Msy Rl, Shore Chape~ Five, by 
J. Chappelle. 
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Tredegar.-J une 8, Bethel, George Town, 
One, by E. Lewis. 

'l'rur-o, Cornwall.-M&y 20, Two, by ,J. S. 
Paige. 

Tonbridge.-June 18, Six, by T. Ha.ncocko. 
Torquay.-June 1, Upton Vale Chapel, 

Twelve, by E. Edwards. 
lreorky.-June 15, Horeb English· Chapel, 

Jone 22, Two, by D. Davies. 
Velindre, Radnor.-June 1, Three, by T. 

ltowson. 
Wakefield.-lfay 28, Four, by W. Satchwell. 
Wat,r~urn,Lancasbire, M•y ~~,Eight, byJ. 

Howe. 
We,t Bromicicl1.-June 29, Bethel Cha.pel, 

Six, by tho'po,stor, 
Wert La•ington.-June 22, Nine, by S. King, 

in the river. 
We,tpark, Dumlries.-One, by W. Miligan, 

jun. 
We&ip"1'k, Dumlries.-June 14, Three, by W. 

Millgan, jun. 
Weston, Towcester.-Ma.y 16, Two, b7 J. 

Longson. 
We,/ Val•, Ilalirax, May 4, Two, by J. T. 

Roberts. 
Willenllall.-May 25, Lichfield-street, Nine, 

by E. Hilton. 
Wimlow.-June 5, Tabernacle, Five (illroo 

of the number from Mursley); and on June 26, 
Thr,,e, by F. J. Feltham. 

Winstorn,. - July 6, Three, by J. W. 
Townsend. 

Wrexl.am.-May 18, One, by D.R. Jenkins, 
Wyken, near Ooventry.-June 22, Two, by R. 

Morris. 
Tarcom~, Devon.-J une 1, Two, by J, Powell. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
REV, JONATHAN HARGREAVES.-The 

death is announced of the Rev. Jona­
than Hargreaves, of Newchurch-in­
Rossendale, who has for 20 years been 
pastor of Bethel Chapel, Waterfoot, 
and was one of the oldost Baptist 
ministers in North-East Lancashire. 
He was buried at Waterfoot, the vicar 
of the parish being amongst those in 
attendance. 

Departed this life in the· faith and 
hope of the Gospel, on July the 3rd, 
at Chatham, in the 91st year of his 
age, Rev. W. Rofe. The dooeased was 
for over forty years pastor of the 
General Baptist Churc\l at Sma.rden. 
His remains were interred in the 
graveyard attached to the chapel on 
July the 9th. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 

PBEBIDENT-0, H. SPURGEON. 

Statement of Recmpts from .lime 20tli to July 1Vtli, 1879. 

£ s. d. 
Mr. J'. Ruck , ••.... , 10 10 0 
Mr. Redgate . . . • . . . . 5 O 0 
Mr. Hampton . . . .. . 5 O 0 
Mr.C.E.Webb .•.. 5 5 0 
Mrs. R. Haldane .. .. 5 O O 
Mr. A. H. Baine . . . . 0 14 0 
Mrs. Tidsweil O l O 0 
Bank Note.......... 5 0 0 
Mrs. De Kavangh . • O 10 O 
Mrs. Priestman O 10 0 
Miss R. Johnson ... ; 10 O O 
Mr. F. W. Lloyd . • . . 5 0 0 
Mr.W.Mills ........ 5 0 0 
The Misses Dransfield 2 2 0 
Mr. Bowker's Class . . 15 0 0 
Mr. J'. Green,....... 2 2 0 
Mr. Blunstone . . . . . . 1 0 0 
Mr. J. G. Hall .. .. .. l 1 0 

lrr. Joseph Tritton .. 
A Thank Offering 

from the North .. 
Mr. J'. Davies •..... 
E.G.M ............ . 
One willing to do 

more ........... . 
Mrs. Mackenzie ... . 
Dr. Beilby ......... . 
.A Friend, Leicester . . 
G. and M. Miller .•.. 
Mrs. Salmon ...... .. 
Miss Turnbull ..... . 
Mr. Edmund Walker 
Mrs. M. G. R. Chap-

man ........... . 
Rev. G. H. Rouse, Cal-

cutta .......... .. 

£ L ~l £ L d 
0 0 0 

I ~/iir~il'I~:tt~.:: ! 8 8 
0 5 0 , Mr. Jno. Hosie.. . . . . 0 5 0 
0 10 0 Mr. Wm. Olney . . . • 5 5 0 
0 Jl O Mr. W. C. Murrell, 

jun ...•...•••••... 0 
0 5 0, Collection at Peck-
1 0 0 ham Park Road, per 
3 0 0 Pastor H. Kuee .. 6 0 0 
O 10 o Mr. Toller . . . . . . . . . . fi 0 0 
O 10 0 Weekly Offerings at 
0 2 6 Met. Tab. June 22 43 10 4 
0 10 0 ,, 29 37 1 6 
1 l O Ja_ly 6 56 8 10 

0 0 

l O O 

13 50 0 0 

£307 15 6 

Subscriptions will be thankfully received by C. H. Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabemacle, 
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A FILLIP FOR THE WAYWORN.* 

A SERMON PREACHED IN THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C, H. SPURGEON, 

"A.nd the soul of the people wa.s mnch discouraged because of the way."-
NuMBERS xxi, 1, 

THE journeys of the children of Israel were evidently pictorial of the 
experience of God's people. The more attentively we read and the 
more deeply we study the narrative, the clearer does our conviction of 
this become; for there is scarcely a place they encamped at which does 
not, when its Hebrew name is interpreted, set forth some phase of the 
spiritual experience of God's people at the present hour. Their conduct 
and their character, their feelings and their failings bear a close resem­
blance to our own. So, too, the favour and the faithfulness of God: His 
loving-kindness and longsu:ffering are displayed in like manner toward us 
to-day as they were to the sons of Jacob in the wilderness of Zin. Now 
it seems that the pilgrims to the land of promise were "much dis­
couraged because of the way.'' And I question if there are not very 
many of you who are likewise much discouraged because of the way to 
heaven. You are not weary of the way, but you are weary in it; you 
have no wish to go back to the world, and conform to the old customs 
with which you were once content, though you do often pine to reach 
the inheritance of the blessed. So sorely is your patience tried, that 
you are prone to sing-

" My soul a.mid this stormy world 
Is like some fluttered dove, 

And fain would be as swift of wing, 
To fly to Him I love." 

Weary of your wanderings, chafed with manifold cares, and dis­
couraged because of difficulties, your faith flags, your hope flickers, and 
your courage fails you. While then I try to talk a little about these 
depressions ni.ay God render the JJOOr words that I shall speak opportune 
and appropriate to the reviving of your souls. Does it not appear as if 
the children of Israel had good reason to be discouraged because of the 
way? Geographers who have travelled over the ground say it is a 
fearful wilderness ; and then the obvious fact that they were being led 
by a circuitous route and not by the direct way to Canaan must have 
rendered it still more grievous to them. Many of them would be 
disposed to reflect rather roughly upon the guidance that governed 
their movements, and to doubt very despondingly whether by such 
marches they ever would reach the city of habitation. However, it 
was the right way, according to the discipline of heaven, wrong as it 
may have seemed to the disconcerted temper of the travellers. 

What good cause some of you imagine that you have for being dis-

* This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting e.nd translating is re~erved, 
No, 250, NEW SERIES. 
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heartened! Who among us is a stranger to that sinking of the soul when 
we find no solace in our circumstances, with everything to enervate our 
strength and nothing to enliven our spirits ? Discouraged because of 
the way! It is such a long way. Maybe, you had hoped to be in 
heaven years ago. Your hair began to turn grey ten or twenty years 
since, yet you are still in tolerable health; it seems not unlikely that you 
may have other ten or twenty years' journey before you enter into the 
rest which God has promised to you. The days drag on wearily if you 
are ill; every hour becomes a day and every day a week. To the 
miserable, time is always long. When we arc happy, Time hath wings 
to his feet; but when we are wretched, then we cry at eventide, "Would 
God it were morning l" and at morning, "Would God it were evening!" 
always beseeching Time to drive his chariot more quickly, and to bring 
us to our last abode. Were the conflict but for an hour, or a day, or were 
it for a short term, and then over, had we to engage in one desperate 
struggle, and then hear the shout of victory, we should not be so dis­
couraged as we are. But a lifelong flagellation, a perpetual wasting 
before a slow :fire, is to our apprehension a cruel kind of martyrdom. 
So our soul may be discouraged because of the length of the way. 

The roughness of the way disheartens others. "The longer the 
better,'' you may say, "if it were easy." But, sir, mine is a peculiar 
case. I am poor and pinched; needing often what you think the 
necessaries, lacking always what you call the luxuries of life. Alas, I 
know it. Some of you, I know, arc very poor, and much to be pitied. 
The poor work-girl who almost burns out her eyes in seeking to earn 
her scanty crust ; her lot is rough indeed. Would God it could be 
smoothed by some means. Or you are in trade, and everything seems 
adverse to you. You wish you had as many good debts upon your books 
as you have bad ones; for it seems to you as if all the bad customers 
found out your shop. Trouble after trouble has made your head droop 
and your heart heavy. Others among you have suffered fo:,m persecu­
tion. Perhaps your dearest friend has been your keenest adversary. 
Your father has forbid you to enter his house. By members of your 
family you are abhorred and despised. Or bereavements have cast you 
down: you have lost many children; you scarcely like to recall how 
many times yon have been to the grave to sorrow over some who were 
dear to you as your own life. Yes, you have not had to travel over a 
smooth road that has been well grassed and turfed ; it has been up hill 
and down dale, like some rugged Alpine pass, and oft have you reeled 
in squall and storm and hurricane till you have stood blank still and 
wondered how to keep your feet ; and had it not been for Divine grace 
in such rough paths, you must have been carried away. Thus your 
soul is discouraged because of the roughness of the way. 

Dangers have likewise discouraged others. You are perhaps more 
fully aware just now than you ever were before of your tendency to 
sink, and the whole world seems to propagate that tendency. You 
carry inflammable materials in your heart, and the whole world is busy 
in making sparks to fly which may ignite them at any moment and 
cause your character to explode. You seem to be going through a, host 
of men, every one of whom bears a bow and a sharp arrow aimed at 
your heart. Snares are set to entrap you everywhere-at your bed and 



A FILLIP FOR THE W AYWORN, 227 

board, abroad and at home, at your table 11nd in your business ; they 
lie in your track up even to the very closet where you draw near to 
God. You cannot be clear of temptation. Your own natural proclivity 
to sin is abetted by the pertinacity of Satan in seeking to dispose and to 
-destroy you. Well may you cry, "Oh God, my soul is discoNraged 
because of the way.'' It is long, it is rough, it is dangerous. 

Or the particular point of discouragement with you may be that the 
way is so winding you do not 11ppear to have made any progress. 
Perhaps in looking at your present estate in spiritual things yon seem 
to be poorer than ever you were. You thought that in some favoured 
hour the Lord would conquer all your corruptions at once, but they 
seem to be as powerful as ever. Yori expected He would strike such a 
blow with the mighty power of His omnipotent grace, that every giant 
sin would fall dead at His feet. But ah, you say,my sorrows multiply; 
my griefs increase; I find I cannot live without sin; I have made no 
advance towards the haven of my desire after all these years of experi­
-cnce. This is very painful, nor can I wonder, dear friend, that you 
groan and are discouraged because of the way. But it is possible that 
you may have made considerable progress without knowing it, and that 
your own estimate of your stock-in-trade in spiritual things is not 
-thoroughly reliable. If, however, you think you have gone backward 
rather than forward, I marvel not at your being discouraged. You tell 
me that you tremble for the end, it seems so nncert~in; and you fear 
that when you come to die your faith will fail you. If you have been 
so faint in the shallows how can you brave the swellings of Jordan? 
"I am a timid creature,'' you say; "a little ache causes me great alarm, 
a slight conflict brings on strong convulsions. Common temptations 
seem too much for me to confront. What shall I be able to do when 
the powers of darkness set themselves in array against me ? How can 
I expect to endure in the hour of my extremity?'' Or perhaps you are 
saying, "I fear that I shall never see the King in His beauty. My 
dread is lest I should one day fall by the hands of the enemies. My 
doubts and fears have told me to my face that my heart is deceived, 
that my experience is a lie, that my profession is hypocrisy, and that 
when I come to die the varnish of my profession will be washed off, 
and the gilt of my experience will all melt in the fire, and I shall be 
left to shiver and perish in that black river without a friend to rescue 
me or to keep my head above the stream." I do not wonder, dear 
brother, if when you cannot read your title clear, you are discouraged 
because of the way. 

And possibly some of yon are complaining that the' comforts yon 
receive by the way are very few, while the hardships you have to endure 
are manifold. It may be you do not sit under a ministry that is suitable 
toSyour case. You are not fed. You go to the pasture, and you find it 
bare. The crib seems clean ; there is nothing for the oxen to feed upon. 
Or, if you go where others are fed, yet the means of grace have lost 
much of their savour to you. You try to sing, but there is no melody 
that bubbles up with joy. You attempt to pray, but there is no earnest 
petition that goes up to heaven, and no comforting answer comes down 
to your soul. The well is dry, the manna does not fall, the bottle is 
-empty, therefore your soul is discouraged because of the way. 
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Thus have I gone through a long list of reasons which look 
as if they might account for a Christian being discouraged, Let 
me now advance a step, and inquire if after all there is any good 
reason for this discouragement ? I will take the several points up one 
by one. 

You said, brother, that the way was long. Is it long? How long? 
Are you seventy years of age? Did not Jacob say when he was nearly 
twice that age, " Few and evil were his days " ? and have not I heard 
you say, when you have been in another humour, "That man's life 
below was very brief, and might be measured by a span." You know it 
is not long, though your unbelief may make it seem so. Compared with 
eternity, what is it but one small grain upon the seashore, amidst 
infinite leagues of sand; a drop poured ·into the ocean compared with 
its broad expanse and unfathomable depths of water. Brother, what 
will you think of yourself when you have been in heaven millions and 
millions of years, that ever you reckoned threescore years and ten a 
tedious term of life ? But not many of us have reached such hoary age. 
Are there any not thirty years old yet who have been discouraged 
because of the way? Shame on us ! shame on us ! Can it be 
that after serving God a few hours, we begin to complain ? OurB 
is only a hireling's day, and ere the sun has reached 4is meridian, we 
are crying, "When will the sun go down?'' Idle complaints, these! 
The day is not long before God's eyes, and in our eyes are of poor 
account. There is no sound reason in such murmuring. 

But you said the way was rough, didn't you? Was that quite right ? 
Do you know what a rough way means ? Did you ever read Fox's 
Book of :ftfai·tyrs ? Did you ever scan over the early pages of Church 
history and reconnoitre the first followers of the Lord Jesus Christ? 
They lay in prison almost till the moss grew on their eyelids. There 
they were rotting in dungeons beneath the level of the water-mark by 
the river side. They were dragged at the heels of horses ; they had 
their flesh torn from them piecemeal, and their skin cut off by inches. 
They lived in miserable starvation, and died by fire, by racks, or in the 
jaws of wild beasts. Can you and I, then, say our way is rough? Oh ! 
my brother, did others pass through seas of blood to win the eternal 
crown, and shall we say our way is rough because a fool laughs at us, 
and somebody who cannot do us any hurt calls us an ill name? Out 
upon our cowardice! Rough, do you say? Why, you have but to walk 
perhaps a stone's throw from your own door, and :find plenty of 
people whose course is far rougher than your own. Think of the 
hospitals; think of the union houses; think of the poor slave; think of 
many who cannot reckon their lives to be their own for a moment. Just 
now the tempest is howling, and yonder is a ship about to dash upon 
the rock which lies in her way. Our life is calm compared with theirs 
who are tossed upon the stormy main. If that suffice not to meet the 
case, think of our Lord and Master. A vision of the thorn-crowned 
head seems to rise before me. I see Thy face more marred than any 
man'fl, and as I think of Thy scourging in Pilate's hall, of the piercing 
of Thy hands and feet, of the hidings of Thy Father's face, and all 
those unknown griefs which weighed Thy spirit down even to the depths 
of hell, I dare not say my way is rough. 
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;, Rio way was much rougher and darker than mine : 
Did Christ, my Lord, suffer, and shall I repine? " 

Is the servant above his Master, or the disciple above his Lord? 
But didn't you say the way was dangerous? I think that was a 

chief point of your complaint. But is there any peril after all that 
makes your safety precarious ? Is it not written, " I, the Lord, do 
keep it?" Have we not an express promise, that where Christ begins 
the good work in us, he will carry it on until the day of Christ? Is 
Goel on your side; what matters it then who is against you? Rath not 
the Holy Spirit undertaken, by irresistible power, to deliver you out of 
temptation ? Wherefore then art thou dismayed? When I hear 
Jehovah Jesus come to the battle I know that the victory is safe. 
Shout for joy, believers, you need never despair, though you be always 
in danger-defenceless yourselves, but succoured from on high. When 
He covers you with His featbers and under His wings you learn to 
nestle ; you are no more in danger than the little chicken when it 
shelters itself beneath the mother's wing. Did not you complain that 
the way was winding? Is it so, that you make no progress ? One 
vcrne of your favourite evening hymn might well relieve you of anxiety 
on that point: 

-;, You nightly pitch your moving tent 
A day's march nearer home." 

And for many generations our forefathers have been wont to sing­

" Though in a foreign land we are not far from home, 
.And nearer to our Father's house we every moment come." 

By God's mercy the wheels run the right way; every moment, as it 
fiies, brings heaven nearer to us, and us nearer to heaven. 

And do you vex yourselves because the end appears to you uncertain ? 
Beloved brothers and sisters, is it so? How then stands the promise, 
"He that believeth, and is baptised, shall be saved"? Have you not 
obeyed the injunction ? How, then, can you canvass the consequence ? 
It is not to be questioned if God be true. If the Almighty can alter; 
if His promises are not yea and amen in Christ Jesus; if the Holy 
Spirit be unable to keep you; if there be no heritage reserved in heaven 
for them that are kept by the power of God through faith unto salva­
tion-you are right, it is uncertain. But while God is true, while the 
Saviour's blood pleads, while the Comforter carries on His work, while 
the promises abide steadfast, heaven is sure, and our faith anticipates 
the day when we shall meet round the throne to bless the conduct of 
His grace, and make His wonders known. 

And, then, to close your complaints, I think you said the comforts 
were few. Was that correct? You have the Word of God like green 
pastures in which to feed and lie down; you have the means of grace 
to refresh your souls; you have the mercy-seat to fly to, when tempted 
or beset with troubles ; you have the communion of Christ to strengthen 
and invigorate your hearts; you have tbe ordinances to be like Jacob's 
ladder to your soul; you have the promises of God to run to in every 
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time of need. Why, what more would you have? Christ Himself is 
given to you, and in that gift God has given you all things. Beloved 
friend, retract that expression, and let me say on your behalf that 
there ie no solid reason why you should be discouraged because of the 
way. 

But while it is evident that there is no good reason for this 
discouragement, another question arises-Are there not some very bad 
reasons at the bottom of all our discouragements? I think so ; and 
let me tell you _what these reasons are. 

When I am" discouraged because of the way," do I not virtually rebel 
against God's will? I am saying, "Lord, not Thy will, but mine, be done. 
Thou makest the way long, but I want Thee to make it short. Thou 
seest best to lead me by rough paths ; but I am not content, Lord; I 
want to have my way made as smooth as glass, that I may slide along 
it." You cannot say, as Christ did in His agony, "Not as I will, but 
as Thou wilt ; " you know you cannot when you are discouraged. And 
is not rebellion against God one of the worst tempers in which a child of 
God can indulge ? Do you not think, beloved, as soon as ever we see 
a symptom of it we ought to struggle against it, as against the enemy 
that would injure us and dishonour God? Oh! why not, why not let 
the Father's will be done? He loves thee better than thou lovest thy­
self. He is too wise to err, too good to be unkind; so leave the reins 
of government in His hands, and stand up and bless His name. 

And is there not also in this petulance of ours much of carnal wisdom ? 
Do we not virtually say that we know better than God does? Why, if 
indeed our road be really the best road in which we can travel, should 
we wish to have our course changed? Surely we are not convinced 
that it is the best. It must be that we think the Lord hath made a. 
mistake, that we could better manage matters ourselves, and that if He 
would let us become the arbitrators of our own conduct we should rule 
our destiny far better than He has done. Beloved, what folly is this t 
May God help us to shake it off ; and knowing that we are but little 
children, may He enable us to sit down at His feet, and receive of His 
words, without intruding our judgmentwhere eternal wisdom bears sway. 

And is there not here too much love of carnal case ? Oh ! how we· 
like a well-feathered nest ! How pleased we are when we can keep 
ourselves aloof from suffering and trial ! I know that if we had our· 
way we should look out some sweet little spot of earth, and say, 
" Soul, take thy ease." But what could be worse for our true interest. 
than this ? Our ignorance would never face the stormy sea, or traverse, 
the mountain passes, or encounter the perils of the raging tempest. 
Would you be for ever the little timid tender things that are nurtured 
in ease and inactivity? Why, it is among the storms that the great 
oaks gather the strength that roots them in the soil. It is amid the 
tempest that God's servants see .most of His glory. His angels are­
flames of fire; wherefore then do you expect to be such soft and dainty 
creatures? Court not trial, but when it comes, thank God that He 
counts you worthy to be subjected to it. There is no advance in grace in 
the midst of luxurious indulgence. It is only as the great ship of the 
Church ploughs through the rolling billows, that she makes an advance 
towards her desired haven. 
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Don't you think, tdo, that our murmurings are often the result of 
pride? '.Ve seem to say, "What am I, that I should suffer thus?" 
"Who are you, brother, that you should not? ",vhy," says one of you, 
"should I be subjected to such slander?" Why, let me ask, should you 
not bear it as well as anybody else ? A dear brother in Christ who 
-Once came into this tabernacle was just about to give up the sphere of 
labour where he had been long engaged without much success. I 
happened to say that there was some soil that broke the ploughshare, 
but that is no reason you should leave it; for, as some ploughshares 
must be broken, why shouldn't it be yours as well as any other man's? 
That cheered him. He stuck to ploughing the soil, and did plough it 
to success, but the ploughshare was not broken. Now, why should not 
I suffer? I do not know. Ease is the sleek-faced devil which would 
make you sit ;down calmly and contentedly; but this is not the advice 
Christ will give you. "He saved others, Himself He could not sa.ve ; " 
and the Christism should be prepared to lay down his life, if need be, for 
Christ and truth. Let him not be too proud to carry the cross which 
his l\faster carried long before him. 

Too often I fear it is want of love for Christ that makes us fret so? 
But when I gaze on my l\fastcr, look into those eyes, those deep foun­
tains of everlasting love; when I see His wounds, those stripes of 
unbounded faithfulness to His people, then I feel ashamed that ever I 
should ha.ve thought of calling :J,µything suffering, or anything shame, 
except what He endured. Nay, brothers and sisters;when love to Christ 
is warm within you, the world's fire loses its heat. When your soul 
is possessed with it, you are like l\Iadame de )a _l\fothe Guion, who 
said:-

" To me it's equal whether Love ordain 
:My life or death, appoint me pain or ease; 

:My soul perceives no real ill in pain ; 
In ease or health no roal good she sees." 

She felt herself at home in exile; she was near to Christ when 
banished farthest away from her native:country; she was rich when 
JJoor; healthy in soul when sick in body ; lifted up when most trampled 
down; soothed with the smile of heaven while suffering sha.me on 
earth. Sha.me is the Christian's guerdon. To be accused for Christ's 
sa.ke falsely is of much account in sacred heraldry. It is the true 
knighthood of the cross to suffer. He that suffereth most standeth 
foremost amongst the Knights of the Garter in the kingdom of Christ. 
Surely, if we love Christ better, we should rather be encouraged by the 
hope of reward than "discouraged because of the way." _ 

And now I come to close my subject by observing that there is an 
infinitely better way of spending time and energy tha.n in murmuring 
at our lot, and repining at our circumstances. Does it not strike you, 
brothers and sisters, that it would be far better for us to be commending 
.the grace of God, an9- seeking to bring others to become pilgrims ~o ~he 
J:>romised land, the city that bath foundations? "\'\'hen I hear a Christian 
man speaking in a disheartening tone, I look upon him as prejudicing 
the ·Gospel of Christ in a certain way. It sounds like telling on-lookers 
:that " her ways ai·c not ways of pleasantness, and her paths are not 
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paths of peace." Certain believers pull a long face, adopt a melancholy 
air, fasten on melancholy hymns such as-

" Lord, what a wretched land is this," 

select a mournful tune, like Job, and sing very dolorously too. Such 
persons I believe act as messengers of Satan to keep back feeble souls 
from coming in faith to Christ. 

"Thy creatures wrong Thee, 0 thou Sovereign Good! 
Thou art not loved, because not understood." 

After all your discouragements, doubts, and fears, beloved, would you 
be anything but a Christian if you could ? Do you really think ill of 
your Master? Would you wish to exchange for another? Though the 
way may be rough your heart may well be light. Surely you would not 
like to have a sinner's way. I think you might say to the most suc­
cessful worldling-

" Though you can boast of all your stores, 
And tell how bright they shine ; 

Your heaps of glittering dust are yours, 
But my Beloved 's mine." 

Do not play the hypocrite in our camp. Do not groan over your 
miseries among us who are so grateful for our mercies. Do not give 
people the impression that religion is repulsive, and that the grace of 
God throws a gloom over all your prospects. Such ~trange bugbears 
once haunted me before I knew the Lord. I used to picture a poor old 
woman shivering in a garret over an empty grate, with a slice of dry 
bread and a farthing's worth of watercresscs comforting herself by 
reading God's Word. That was my ideal of piety, and it was not par­
ticularly attractive. But now I know the service of God inspires a 
joyful cheerfulness-

" What bonds of gratitude I feel 
No language can declare; 

Beneath the oppressive weight I reel, 
'Tis more than I can boar; 

·when shall I that blessing prove, 
To return Thee love for lovo ?" 

When I read the ravishing letters of Rutherford, rotting in the 
dungeon of Aberdeen; when I read the poetry of Cowper, whose main 
simplicity shines through all his matchless sorrows, then I know there 
is a charm in religion which cheers and charms and changes .,-oe to 
weal, yielding bliss and blessedness which nothing else can ever 
bestow. I pray you, brothers and sisters, seek to bring others to par­
take the boon. The world is sleeping, sinners are dying, hell is 
filling: 

"This grieves me most, that vain pursuits beguile 
Ungrateful men regardless of Thy smile." 

0 never tell me that religion quenches pleasure. Since I have known 
Christ, I have had more joy and peace in one hour than in all the years 
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before. Give up Christ-it cannot be ! His name is music to our 
ears; His countenance is the sun of our day, the light of our life, the 
fountain of our joy. Oh, if you knew Christ! Oh, sinner, if you did 
but know Him, you would think yourself a thousand fools that you 
never loved him before. Did you once drink of that cup your palate 
would be out of flavour for anything besides. Once lie in His bosom, 
and you would think you are in heaven. Once hear Him say, "Thy 
sins are forgiven thee," and thy soul would leap as never it did before. 
And you may know this-you may be sure of this, if God's mighty 
grace shall lead you to look to Christ. Behold Him on the cross up­
lifted! I point you to Him-not as the emblem of misery and ,suffer­
ing in store for yourselves, but as having endured the misery and 
suffering for us that we might have a well-spring of joy and peace in 
Him. Look and live ! 'Tis all God asks of you. Abhor your sins. 
Look to Jesus. As you look to Him you are saved. It is done; the 
work of salvation is finished. All you have to do is, with empty, 
grateful hand, to take Christ as He is, and the.n go your way, and eat 
your bread, and wash your face, rejoicing in God. Let thy head lack 
no oil, and thy face no ointment. Live cheerfully all the days of th:y 
life, for God hath accepted thee in Christ! Go thy way, and rejoice 
in Him, and. be not "discouraged because of the way." 

}\fay God bring many into that way, and keep them in it, and He 
shall have the glory for:ever and ever. Amen. 

QEssans anb J~rs .an J.tligians .Stthjtrts. 

JOHNCARTER'SGOOD NAME 
AND HOW HE WON IT. 

CHAPTER IX. 

".As our pastor, dear friends, has 
called upon me to give in my report 
as the 'Home :Missionary of Church­
street,' I suppose I must obey 
orders, though you all know that I 
never profess to be much of a 
speechmake1·. I can say honestly 
that I would far rather go on with 
my work in a quiet way and let it 
speak for itself, than I would talk 
about it. If, however, it will en­
courage others to work for the 
Lord in a similar manner, I'll give 
you my tale as briefly as I can. 

'' Two years ago our pastor sug­
gested to me the plan of tract dis-

tribution that I have adopted; and, 
loving to work for Christ in any 
way, I entered upon it. At first I 
felt a little shy, but after going 
round once or twice that all wore 
off, and I felt as God says the 
righteous shall feel, ' as bold as a 
lion.' Then, during the first round, 
the people seemed surprised, but 
when they got accustomed to it 
they looked for my monthly visit as 
that of an old friend who was seek­
ing their real good. Of course there 
were some few who gave me any­
thing but a welcome: but I'm thank­
ful to say, they have been very 
few ; and some who looked as black 
as thunder at me in the beginnin', 
learnt to smile at me like sunshine 
in the end. Before I started out I 
al ways asked the Lord to help me 
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to keep my temper, let 'em look as 
they would or say what they would; 
and I've found the good old Book 
to be true that 'A soft ans1cer 
turneth airny 1erath: ln;t grierous 
words stir up anger.' One who 
spoke sharply to me at :first, and 
wouldn't take the tract in, met me 
soon after in the street and said­
' .Jolm, I'll take a tract when you 
come round next time;' and when 
I asked him why he'd changed his 
mind, he said it was just because I 
gave him a kind answer, and he 
felt, after his l'Ude conduct, that he 
didn't deserve it. (Cheers.) Yon 
see, kind words melted him, friends, 
when hard words would have har­
dened him. The longer I live the 
more I see the power of kindness. 
You know what the poet says:-

" 'A Jjtt1e word in kindness spoken, 
A motion or a tear, 

Has often healed the !1curt that's 
broken, 

And made a friend sincere. 

" 'A word-a look-has crushed to 
earth 

Full many a budding flower, 
Which had a smile but owned its 

birth 
Would bless Iifo's darkest hour. 

" ' Then deem it not an idlo thing 
A pleasant word to speak; 

The face you wear, tha thought you 
bring, 

A heart may heal or break.' 

"If that is so, then may God 
give us grace to speak kind and 
loving words to everything and to 
everybody. (Hear.) The infidel 
wants kind words to show him that 
Christianity is superior to hisjeerin' 
and scofiin', The angry want kind 
words to subdue their wretched 
and miserable passions. The evil­
doer wants kind words to persuade 
him to_ leave off his sinful ways and 
to follow that which is good. And 
as to the poor, the tried, and 

afflicted, of whom, in tract distri­
bution, we're certain to find plenty, 
they need all the kind looks, and 
words, and deeds that you can pos­
sibly bestow upon 'em. One thing 
I know, and that is this, that if I 
am welcome to enter almost every 
house in Uhurch-street, to talk to 
the people about the things of 
God, it is because I trust the Lord 
has given me a lovin' heart towards 
'em, which constantly prompted me 
to do 'em all the little kindnesses. 
that I could. 

'' In two years I have only founil 
in our street about half a dozen 
people that wouldn't take in the 
tracts. One was a secularist, who 
said he'd enough to do with lookin' 
after his welfare in this world 
without troublin' about another: 
and he's looked so well after it in 
this world that he became a bank­
rupt, forged a cheque, and is now 
reapin' his reward in a convict 
prison under a sentence of seven. 
years' penal servitude. 

''Two cases were Roman Catholics, 
and I will just refer to one of 'em •. 
At the street-end was a poor igno­
rant woman who lived a sad life, but 
sometimes confessed to the priest. 
She asked him if she might read 
the tracts, and he said she must not 
on any account, as they'd poison 
her soul ; she mustn't even touch 
'em. So she obeyed him and con­
tinued to Hve in sin. Aud where 
is she now 1 She lies in the Roman 
Catholic graveyard. In a drunken 
fit late at night she fell into the 
canal and was drowned. That was 
her awful end: she was poisoned 
not by tracts but by those two 
monster evils, Papery and drink. 
Then there was a poor man and his. 
wife who at :first refused to take in 
the tracts. They opened a small 
shop in the street, and kept it open 
for the sale of goods on the Lord's 
day. Some of us spoke to them, 
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about its sinfulness, but they said 
they took more on Sundays than 
they did on week days, and they 
could not afford to shut up. But 
.kind persuasion induced 'em at last 
to take a tract ; and now mark how 
the Lord worked. That very tract 
was the means of openin' their eyes 
to see their errors, so they closed 
their shop on the Lord's day and 
came to our chapel. They took 
sittins,' and, before long, the word 
reached their hearts. Then thev 
became members with us. They 
were both baptised and admitted 
into the Church together; and 
you'll be glad to know that they 
are here to-night, and that instead 
of losin' by closing their shop on 
Sundays, they are now doing a more 
thrivin' business than they did 
before. (Applause.) 

" And now a few words with re­
gard to those who have always 
taken the tracts in. In our street 
there Las, of course, always been a 
sn;all minority of religious people 
of various denominations who have 
received my tracts and visits with 
pleasure. But, when I started, I 
could only count twelve houses of 
that sort. The rest of the inha­
bitants rarely or never went to any 
place of worship except when there 
was a weddin' or a funeral. Some 
stopped at home on Sunday readin' 
the newspapers and novels; some 
either drank at home or at the pub­
lic house ; some wandered in the 
fields and lanes ; and others, such 
as mothers, were compelled more or 
less to stay in to attend to their re­
spective families. Now these were 
the people that I wanted specially 
to reach, and, thank God, I have 
got at some of 'em. The delivery 
of the tracts enabled me to speak a 
word to 'em now and then, and 
they would sometimes invite me 
to come in and sit down a bit. 
Then they would tell me how they 

felt, and ask questions, and give 
me their ideas. Of course, some­
times they would say some queer 
and perhaps shockin' things, but 
that didn't matter, I had got to 'em, 
and could talk to them about Christ, 
and what He had done to save their 
poor souls, and that was something ! 
Well, I could name at least twenty 
cases, if I had time, in which good 
was done in this way. Some of 
'em have told me that I was the 
first man that ever spoke to 'em 
about the salvation of their souls ; 
some have been led to come regu­
larly to the Lord's hcuse ; some 
have become total abstainers ; and 
several have joined our church, 
and two or three other churches in 
the town; for, mark this, my 
friends, though I'm a Baptist to 
the backbone, and am not ashamed 
to own it, my chief aim as an hum­
ble instrument in God's hands has 
never been to make folk Baptists 
but Christians, and when they 
become that I tell them to join that 
sect in whose fellowship they can 
get the most profit. (Loud cheers.) 
And now when two years have 
passed away, how many households 
in our street attend some place of 
worship 1 I wish I could say all ; 
but I· can say, instead of twelve, 
we have forty-four, and that is 
nearly a fourfold increase. (Ap­
plause.) You cheer that no doubt 
because you think it good; but let 
me tell you we do not intend to stop 
with either forty-four or fifty, we 
will work and work on, with the 
help of God, with the aim of getting 
them all; and we have no desire to 
rest till it is done. 

" Then another good thing has 
sprung out of this tract distribution. 
Fili.diug that there were several 
mothers with large families in the 
street and a few afflicted persons 
who ~ere confined to their homes, 
and could not get to the Lord's 
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house, a few of us set up cottage 
prayer meetings, and we hold them 
once a week in four houses, takio' 
'em in turn. Now this has done a 
deal of good. We generally sing, 
read the Scriptures, have a short 
address, and pray round, and the 
happy seasons we sometimes spend 
it's beyond my power to describe. 
In this way we not only reach the 
mothers and the afflicted, but some 
by invitation have come to these 
meetings who never went to a place 
of worship at all. Then they be­
came inquirers; and now they are 
not only members with us, but are 
numbered amongst our most active 
and useful Sunday-school teachers. 
(Hear, hear.) 

" With one more statement I will 
bring my remarks to a close. You 
know we have got a ritualistic 
priest in the neighbourhood. Seeing 
what we were doing with our tracts, 
he thought he'd send some round 
too. So he got a young lady to 
bring a lot round in a cover, on 
which a large cross was marked. 
The people at first took 'em in, 
but when they looked at the cross 
in front, and compared the popish 
twaddle and priestly nonsense which 
the tracts contained with our simple 
Gospel narrativ~s, they tossed them 
aside with contempt, and told the 
young lady that unless she could 
bring 'em something that didn't 
smell so much like the Pope and the 
Inquisition she had better not come 
at all, and so she soon dropped it. 
(Laughter and cheers.} But ob­
serve, she only dropped it in our 
street. In another street where 
Gospel tracts had not been deli­
vered, the people took 'em in; and 
sbe takes 'em round regularly. 
You will see from that why she 
couldn't get 'em into our street. 
Our Gospel tracts had given the 
people light, and therefore they 
would not receive into their homes 

tracts that promoted popish dark­
ness. Had we not circulated in 
one year about twelve hundred 
Gospel tracts in the street the 
ritualists would have succeeded in 
circulating their tracts in Chmcb­
street as well as in the other street. 
It was the corn we gave the people 
that made them know and reject 
the chaff. 

"Thus I have tried to show you 
how we have in this way got at the 
outsiders. They will not come to 
our places of worship, nor, to any 
extent, even to revival meetings or 
evangelistic services, and therefore 
we go to them. ' Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature,' is the command of 
the Saviour, and we try to obey it. 
I have often thought of a little in­
cident I once read. In the island of 
New Guinea there was a zealous 
native evangelist. When surrounded 
by other natives he proposed that 
a new mission station should be 
planted on too coast. The natives 
said, ' What! go there! Why there 
are alligators there, and snakes, and 
o ,ntipedes.' 'Hold!' said the evan­
gelist, 'are there men there r ' Oh ! 
yes,' was the reply ; 'there are men 
there, but they are such dreadful 
savages that it is of no use of your 
thinking of living amongst them.' 
What did the native evangelist say 
to this? With noble Christian 
courage be stood up and said, ' Then 
that will do ; for idiererer there ar,· 
men missionaries are bound to go.' 
Let us be influenced, my friends, by 
their spirit. Men, women, and 
children who know not the Lord 
are dwelling by tens of thousands 
in our streets, and alleys, and 
courts, and there they live and di<! 
steeped in ignorance, vice, an<l 
crime. Thus living and dying, 
they suffer fearfully here, and they 

. will suffer still more fearfully here· 
after. Shall their blood be upon 
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our own heads because we are doing 
nothing to reach and rescue them 1 
No, it must not be-it cannot be. 
When there are so many Christian 
people who can reach them by be­
coming ' home missionaries in their 
streets ;' when Gospel tracts, kindly 
and freely given, are generally so 
well received; when, as I know, 
they are not only well read but 
are often sent afterwards in letters 
to distant relatives and friends; 
and when God seems to bless per­
sonal conversation with individual 
souls, more than anything else, to 
lead them to decide. for Christ; 
there appears to me to be no solid 
reason why we should not 'go in 
and possess the land;' and if my 
humble experience shall lead any of 
you to engage in the good work, my 
earnest prayer shall be that you 
may be far more successfol, and 
then to the Lord be all the praise." 

We need hardly add that at the 
close of his interesting and stirring 
speech J obn Carter was loudly 
cheered; but afar more satisfactory 
result was that several persons pre­
sent determined to work their own 
streets in the same fashion ; and 
that they carried their resolution 
out to their own souls' spiritual 
profit and the everlasting well­
being of the people amongst whom 
they laboured. 

(To be continued.) 

GOD'S KNOWLEDGE OF HIS 
CHILDREN. 

IN reading God's Word we cannot 
but be struck by the fact that God 
knows all about us, and that we 
cannot get away from His presence. 
Hagar confessed it by giving ex­
pression to the words, " Thou God 
seest me.'' Job felt it, too, for we 

find him saying, " For His eyes are 
upon the ways of man, and He 
seeth all his goings" (xxxiv. 21). 
The Psalmist felt it : in the 139th 
Psalm we hear Him saying, " 0 
Lord, Thou ha."t searched me and 
known me, Thou knowest my 
downsitting and mine uprising. 
Thou understandest my thought 
afar off. Thou compassest my path 
and my lying down, and. art ac­
q nainted with all my ways." And 
so on all through the Psalm he 
goes on to praise Goel for His know­
ledge of His servant. And should 
it not be a most comforting thought 
to the child of God that the pre­
sence of his Father is thus around 
and about him 1 How safe we may 
feel ourselves, since our Father's 
watchful eye is over us, and our 
Father's unerring hand is leading 
us. Surely this should make us to 
be more watchful, should lead us 
to fear Him more; not with a 
slavish fear, but with that filial 
fear which is afraid in any way to 
grieve a tender, loving parent. Go 
back, Christian brother and sister, 
to the time when you had the first 
trembling desire to know the 
Saviour, was it not Himself that 
implanted that desire 1 Ah ! though 
no eye saw you bend the knee in 
secret prayer, He saw it ; and He 
who sees in secret beard in secret. 
He took account of that tear which 
stood in your eye as the story of 
His love melted your whole soul, 
When the woman came in the press 
behind Jesus, and touched the hem 
of His garment, He recognised it as 
being very different to the pressure 
of the crowd. So, too, Jesus felt 
that trembling touch of faith which 
brought pardon and everlasting life 
to your soul. And has He not been 
with you ever since, believer 1 Im­
planting holy and good desires in 
your heart, giving you a hatred of 
sin, warding off temptation, or 
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enabling you by His grace to 
overcome it. Yes, we must confess 
that we are surrounded by a Divine 
Being, and that our times are in 
His hands. 

He knows your circumstances, 
believer, and the path you are called 
to tread, for His own hand has 
marked it out, He knows your 
habitation, for He has chosen it for 
you. When the Lord sent Ananias 
to Saul after he had been struck 
down by the light from heaven, He 
told him the name of the street and 
directed him to the house where he 

was lodged. So does the Lord know 
all about His children now. Though 
despised by the world, it may be, 
and slighted by friends, yet it mat­
ters not if we have His favour and 
blessing resting upon us. Then let 
us go on our way with more courage, 
more faith; striving to trace our 
Father's hand in all His dealings 
with us, believing that what we do 
not understand now, will all be made 
plain to us when our Father sees 
best. 

Fareham. E. s. 

OR, 

A GLIMPSE OF CHRIST FOR EACH SUNDAY IN THE YEAR. 

BY W. POOLE BALFEBN. 

CHRIST THE TRUE VINE. 

FoR SEPT. 7TH, 

"I am the true Vine, and l\Iy Father 
is the husbandman. Every branch in 
Me that beareth not fruit, He taketh 
away ; and every branch that bearcth 
fruit, He purgeth it that it may bring 
forth morefruit."-Jolm xv. 1, 2. 

CHmsT is the true Vine, the only 
source of spiritual life and light, 
grace and fruitfulness to His peo­
ple, And all true Christians are 
brought gladly to confess that of Him 
is their fruit found. By faith the 
soul is united to Him in whom the 
fulness of the Spirit abides, and 
from His fulness receives grace 
for grace. However numberless 
the branches may be which are in 
this Vine, all their beauty and fruit­
fulness springs from its life. God's 
people are comely through the 
comeliness of Christ. His righteous­
ness is their undying beauty, and 
the sanctifying work of His Spirit 

is t.heir meetness for heaven. And 
there is life enough in Christ as the 
true Vine to spread its branches 
around the entire universe and to 
cover it again with the glory of 
God. 0 true Vine - Vine of 
strength, Vine of beauty and fruit­
fulness - grow and spread thy 
branches all round the world, ani 
hasten the time when all men shall 
taste thy luscious fruit and live! 
And O my soul, abide in this Vine, 
in faith, meditation, and prayer, 
that so receiving of its vital sap 
such fruit may appear as shall 
reflect the love of God and bless 
and refresh His people. 

A SUN. 
Fo& SEPT. 14TH. 

"But unto yon that fear lily name 
shall the Son of Righteousness arise 
with he111ing in His wings."-Mal. iv. 2. 

How wonderful must that person 
be to whom these words apply; but 
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such is the glory of Christ, that no 
figure can be more appropriate to 
Him than that of the Sun, embody­
ing as He does in Himself all the 
glory of both worlds-perfect man 
and perfect God, the brightness of the 
Divine glory, and ex.press image of 
God's essence. In all the names 
which He bears, in all the offices 
which He fills, in all the words 
which He speaks, in all the influ­
,ences of His Spirit, He is the Sun 
of Righteousness, perpetually rising 
upon His people with healing on 
His wings ; and as there is but one 
sun in nature, so we have but one 
Sun in grace, Christ, our ever-loving 
Prophet, Priest, and King, the 
source of all life, light, quickening 
power and fruitfulness to His re­
deemed Church, both in heaven and 
earth. And as the sun, in nature, 
:floods the universe with its beauty, 
so Christ perpetually :fills the spi­
ritual universe both here and above 
with His own love, joy, purity, and 
blessedness, and will continue to 
do so for ever. And as each person 
here seems to have a whole sun to 
himself, so each redeemed heart in 
heaven and earth seems to have a 
whole Christ to itself-the only 
source of its true life, light, healing, 
comfort, and joy. 0 that we may 
seek increasingly to walk in the 
light of this Sun, realising its 
quickening, fertilising power from 
day to day, that we may rejoice 
ourselves, and so reflect the light of 
a Saviour's love, that others may be 
won by its beauty and be led to 
walk in its light. 

CHRIST A WAY. 
FoR SEPT. 21ST. 

"I am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life."-John xiv. 6. 

THERE are many false religions 
in the world, but if we cleave to 

Christ we shall escape them all, 
and reach the right ; for Christ is 
the way, the truth, and the life. If 
we would know what we should do 
we should imitate Him, for He is 
the way. What to believe we 
should believe in Him, for He is 
the truth ; if we would know what 
we should feel, we should seek to 
feel as He felt, for He is the life 
of all true feeling. We may say, 
therefore, that all truth is now 
brought into one living page, Christ; 
that Christ is the creed of the true 
Church; and that His life is the last 
ex.position of Himself or His own 
creed. Christ is the truth itself, 
and Christ is the way to truth ; the 
truth of pardon, justification, holi­
ness, peace, and joy is in Him, 
and in receiving Him we receive 
them. Christ is an open way, 
free and accessible ; for nothing 
stands in the way of our approach to 
Him, but what we bring ourselves. 
He is a living way, giving life to 
those who come to Him, which 
helps them to come and which 
guides them to rest in Him and to 
keep His commandments. Christ 
is the way to the love of God here, 
and to eternal blessedness hereafter. 
This way is open, clear, direct, and 
pleasant, and but one. ~Ve need 
make no mistake unless we wish to 
be deceived ; for Christ says, I am 
the way, the truth, and the life. 
Reader, here is God's way : begin at 
the beginning, for He bath in these 
last days spoken to us by His Son. 
Many begin with the beginning of 
the Bible, and study all its diffi­
culties with a view to faith. God's 
way is fo begin first and at once with 
Him who says "I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life." Begin 
here, reader, at once with a living 
Christ, and let Him guide you into 
all truth by His Spirit and word, 
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CHRIST THE CORNER STONE. 
FoR SEPT. 28TH, 

" Therefore thus saith the Lord God, 
Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation 
stone, a precious corner stone, a sute 
foundation: he that believeth shall not 
make haste." 

CHRIST is the foundation of God's 
temple, the Church, and its chief 
corner stone, elect;, and precious, 
hindiugtogetherall the living stones 
in strength, symmetry, and beauty, 
No stone was more despised and re­
jected by the Jews, who conld not 
perceive its beauty, utility, and 
glory; their very anger, however, 
and the lines of cruelty which they 
cut in so deeply upon it only accom­
plished the will of God, and fitted it 
for its exaltation in the temple of 
Ilis Jove, and so shaped it that it 
became the key-stone of that 
sµiritual arch of Divine mercy 
which shall bear up all the glory 
of the Divine perfections, and the 
myriads of the redeemed to re-

.fleet God's glory for ever. Christ 
is a stone of unition, uniting in 
Himself the glory of both wodds, 
the human and the Divine meeting 
in Himself, and all the people of 
God, Jew and Gentile, and all the 
parts of the temple of Divine truth, 
in harmony and beauty for ever. 
Christ makes men one with each 
other by making them one with 
God ; makes them one with 
truth, peace, holiness, and joy, by 
making them by faith one with 
Himself. Reader, is Christ the key• 
stone of thy creed, knowledge, faith, 
holiness, and joy 1 He is preciou:, 
to God and His peopfo. Is He 
precious to thee 1 Has His work, 
His blood, His righteousness, by 
precious faHh united thy soul to 
God ? He was despised of His 
own of old; He is despised by many 
now; but to those who receive 
Him He is precious, the one true 
foundation upon which they build 
all their hope, for time and 
eternity. 

ltbitb.rs. 

Tlie Young 1llen of Sc,-ij,ture. By the 
Rev. J._ HILES HITCHENS, Minister of 
Eccleston-square Church, London, 
Author of "Bible Waters," &c., &e. 
Houghton and Co., Paternoster-row. 

THE ].Iinister of Eccleston-square 
CJrnrch nlways writes well. It has 
been a pleasure to us to read his pre­
vious works. They are full of in­
teresting matter. The writer uses 
his pen with considerable force, at all 
times soundly evangelical and keeping 
a grand aim in view. The chapters 
comprising this volume were originally 
delivered in the author's own pulpit, 
and it will add to the estimate for111ed 
of the work to know that it has been 
largely blessed to the good of souls. 
The volu1110 contains all tho nsual 
nervous pathos and vigour of the author, 

and throughout it~ pages shows a man 
well grasping hiB subject and ear­
nestly bent on doing good to tha 
roader. The book is suitable for a 
present to the young, and will un­
doubtedly become a favc.urite with our 
young people of hoth sexes. 

Eccent,·ic P,·eaclters. By C. II. SPUR­
GEON", The sixth of.J',Ir. Spurgeon's 
Shilling Volumes. 

THIS series are very nicely got up, and 
(nnliko some other books which neither 
secure buyers nor readers) the whole 
of them will be read by thousands 
who will be instructed and edified. It 
would be difficult to say which volmna 
is the best, for we believe many will 
say the last read is the best. Cer­
tainly in this one Mr. Spurgeon se~ms 
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in nnusually good vein and sustains 
his claim on his readei·'s attention 
until the last word. It is full of strange 
things said c.nd done by strange men. 
llfr. Spurgeon tells us that the book is 
not written to inculcate eccentricity or 
even to excuse all its displays, but if 
possible to take tho edge from the 
Ecalping knife of slanderous misre­
presentation anil carping censure, and 
requests his readers not to be diverted 
from the subject by the little details of 
-0ur style and manner. These are 
trifles, but our message is a matter of 
life and deatlt. We say, get this book. 
MORE, get the zchole six volumes, 

At Night in a Hospital. By E. LYNN 
LINTON, A Reprint from "Bel­
gravia." A Brief History of ono of 
our Noblest Institutions (The Lonilon 
Hospital). 

IT needs but to be read to quicken our 
sympathy with the suffering and to 
lead us to give some practical aid. 
We join heartily with the writer (and 
we write from knowledge); the London 
Hospital deserves to be more widely 
known and more vigorously supported. 

The Holy Land,fiom Original Drawings. 
By DAVID RoBERTS, R.A., with His­
torical Description by the Rev. 
GEORGE CROLY. Cassell, Petter, 
Galpin, and Co. 

Trrn enterprising spirit of this large 
publishing firm, and the character of its 
publications, deserve success and ae· 
cure it. These tinted chromos of 
beautiful drawings are exquisite. The 
letterpress and paper could not be 
better, and from the specimen number 
we are sure the subscribers will feel 
their indebtedness to ?If r. Ro bo1is for 
his chaste drawings of the Damascus 
Gate and the Interior of the Chapel of 
the Sepulchre. Kor less to Mr. Croly 
for bis brief but comprehensive de-
11cription of each. 

The Slavs. By Rev. G. H. MACLEAN, 
D.D. With a Map. Society for 
Promoting Christian Rno,s,ledge. 

THE Christian Church is laid under 
much indebtedness to Dr. Maclean for 
his scholarly and comprehensive series 

of volumes on the conversion of Eu­
rope. This one possesses an in­
creasing interest from the attention 
which has been directed of lato to the 
people of whom our aut,ho,· writes. 
The names of Bulgaria, l\Iorada, Bo­
hemia, and Servia, coupled with Po­
land, Pomerania, Russia, and Prussia, 
are descriptve of the wide range of 
peoples and subjects involved in the 
discussion carried out in this work. 
We have no doubt hut that this valu­
able contribution from so able a writer 
will meet with tho most careful and 
devout attention. 

2'ne Soldiei-s' lly111n Bool·. 4, Trafal­
gar-square. 

Tlte Dublin Text Boole for Soldiers. 
Partridge and Co. 

2'1,e Britislt Flag. 

THE first is a tastefully.bouncl hymn 
book compiled. by Colonel Sandwith 
and W. A. Blake for the use of sol­
diers at their Bible classes and meet­
ings for worship. It is a worthy selec­
tion, and will be acceptable to those 
for whom it is intended. The latter 
work_is the organ of the Soldiers' Friend 
and Army Scripture Readers' Society. 
It circulates largely among our troops 
at home and abroad. A glance at its 
con tents and sty le of articles will show 
without doubt that it is the paper for 
soldiers. The Dublin Te:rt Boole con­
tains Scriptures and sacred poetry for 
every day in each month. He~J by 
distributing these works and by con­
tributing to the funds of this ex­
cellent society. 

0IJR llfAGAZINE LITERATURE. 

The Baptist leads off with a worthy 
article on Prayer by Richard Glover of 
Bristol : the Sword and 1,·owel with a 
graphic description of life among. the 
poor in Seven Dials, by Holden Pike ; 
and The General Baptist with the Secre­
taries' statement of Home l\iission Work 
in 1879. Evangelical Christendom is, as 
usual fuU of the news of the churches 
and Christian work in mission fields. 
The Freeman has given in ono of its 
recent numbers a leader on the brave 
Thomas l\Iarsom, the first minister of 
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Park-street Chapel, Luton, and follow­
prisoner with .John Bunyan. The 
editor of The Jiessenge,· will receive 
with thanks any letters or even scraps 
of information which will in any way 
throw additional light on the history of 

" I AM A STRANGER IN THE 
EARTH." 

PsAL:!1 cxix, 19. 

A PILGRIM here am I, 
l\Iy home's beyond the sky, 

It o'er remains. 
Far doth it earth excel, 
Th era saints and angels dwell, 
No tongue its joys can tell-

There Jesus reigns. 

Fading are all things here, 
All that the world holds dear 

Will soon decay. 
The home to which I tend, 
This world doth far transcend, 
Its joys will never end-

Ne'er pass away. 

this worthy man of God. The Baptist 
has a good leader on l\fr. Spurgeon's 
recent work on eccentric preachers. 
Studies on Baptism, with Reviews of J. 
W. Dale, by Rev. David D. Ford, will 
bo noticed next month. 

What pleases thousands here, 
Trifles to me appear, 

They're false though fair. 
Beyond the bounds of sjght, 
Where all is fair and bright, 
Perennial, pure delight, 

My home is there. 

I only sojourn here, 
llfy conversation's where 

Dright angels dwell. 
The world's delights to me 
Are nought hut vanity; 
My home by faith I see 

Doth it excel. 
I calmly wait the day 
Till Christ to me shall say, 

" Come up on high. 
I have prepared for thee 
A horue, where thou shalt be 
Happy for aye, with Ue, 

Beyond the sky," 
J.rorm. 

aJrnominatiomll Jntd!igence. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV. H. J. TnEBIDDER has resigned 
the pastorate at Lordship-lane, East 
Dnlwich, and has accepted that at 
Budleigh Salterton, Devon. 

Rev. Timothy Harley, late of Savan­
nah, U.S.A., has accepted the cordial 
invitation of the church at John-street, 
Bedford-row, to become its pastor. 

llfr. F. Viynne, of Haverfordwest 
College, has accepted a call to the pas-

torate of the church at Fishgnarcl ; :Ofr. 
Thos. Evans at llfolcston; llfr. Evan• 
Jones at Rhymney; Mr . .John Richards, 
at Pennypark, near Cardigan; Mr. J. 
L. Morris, at Ravenhill, near Swansea~ 
and T. L. Thomas at Aberaeron. 

, Rev. G. A. Brown, pastor of Mint-
lane Church, Lincoln, has given notice 
of his intention to resign the pastorate 
of the church in October, He has been 
led to tako this step on account of de-
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clining health, and intends going out 
to New Zealand. 

Rev. C. Brown has resignod hie 
charge of Academy-street Church, 
Aberdeen. 

Rov. John Stubbs, of Eythorne, has 
accapted a call to the pas torn tc of tho 
church at Allahabad. 

Rev. W. S. Chedburn has resigned 
his pastorate at Borwick-on-Tweed, 
and accepted that at Crown-terrace, 
Aberdeen. 

Rev. H. H. Garrett, late of Jl.lers­
tham, Surrey, has sailed with llfr. A. J. 
Clarke, the well-known ovangelist, for 
.Australia. 

Rev. H. Harcus, late of Canada, has 
accepted a call to the church at Burray, 
Isle of Orkney, as successor to the 
Rev. W. l\Iarnie. 

Rev. James Parkingon has resigned 
his ministry at Lenten, and accepted 
the pastorate of the church at Queons­
bury, near Bradford. 

Rev. H. A. Fletcher, of Alford, has 
accepted the invitation of the church 
at Applec1ore, North Devon, to become 
its pastor. 

Rev. G. ~fcFadyean, of Bristol Bap­
tist College, commenced his ministry 
in Saltash, Cornwall, on Sunday last. 

Rev. J. B. Myers, of Kettering, has 
accepted the office of Association Secre­
tary of the Baptist l\lissionary Society. 

Rev. J. M. Steven, late minister of 
the Independent church at l\lorpeth, 
has accepted the unanimous and hearty 
invitation of the church at Salem 
Chapel, Romford, Essex. 

Rev. William Thomas Glascoed, Pon­
typool, has received and accepted a 
cordial invitation to the pastorate of 
the church at Llanddewi, Abergavenny. 

Rev. David Davies was recognised 
as pastor of the church at Collingham, 
Notis, on Tuesday week last, soveral 
local ministers taking part in the inte­
resting services. 

Rev. W, J. Tomkins has, after nearly 
six years' labour, resigned the paato­
rate of the ohnrch at Barking, ,md has 
accepted the hearty and unanimous 
invitation of the church and congre­
gation at Ridgemount, Beds, to become 
their pastor. 

Rev. S. S. Allsop, of March (Camba), 
has accepted a hearty and unanimous 
invitation to bocomo the pastor of 
Zion Chapel, Burton-on-Trent. 

After twelve years' ministry at Corn­
wall-road Chapel, Brixton, Rev. David 
Asquith has resigned, and accepted a 
call to the pastorate of the General 
Baptist church at Landport. 

Rev. I<'. Stubbs, of Regent's Park 
College, has accepted the pastorate of 
the church at Studley, Warwickshire. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

MR. CHARLES SPURGEON, son of the 
Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, has been recog-­
nised as pastor of the South-street 
Church, Groonwich. In connection 
with the settlement, the Rev. C. H. 
Spurgeon preached in the afternoon, 
and in the evening a public meeting 
was held, presided over by !\fr. Olney. 

Public recognition sorvices con­
nected ·with the Hettlement of the Rev. 
Thomas Thomas, of Bristol College, as 
pastor of the English Baptist Church 
at Lammas-street, Carmarthen, have 
been hold. The afternoon service, 
conducted by the Rov. G. H. Roberts, 
was attended by the :Mayor. Rev. B. 
Thomas, ofNarberth, delivered a charge 
to the pastor; Rev. E. Thomas, of New­
port (l\Ion. ), to the church ; ancl ser­
mons by each of those ministers woro 
preached in the evening. 

In connection with the settlement of 
Rev. Chas. Bright, late of Lodge-road 
Chapel, Birmingham, as pastor of the 
church worshipping in Union Chapel, 
King's Lynn, a service of recognition 
and welcome was held on the }Ion­
day. Rev. Geo. Gould, President of 
tho Baptist Union, presided, and ad­
dressed the church on its respon­
sibilities and duties. Revs. W. J. 
Henderson, R. L. l\Iacdougall, H. T. 
Osborne, W. H. Jackson, and other 
friends, also took part in tho meeting, 
which was characterised throughout by 
great heartiness and cordiality. 

Recognition services connected with 
tho settlement of the Rev. J. U. God­
frey, late of Hebden-briuge, at Ilulwell, 
Notts, have been held. Rev. Dr. 
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Underwood delivered a charge to the 
pastor, Rev. W. R. Stevenson con­
ducting the preliminary services. At 
the evening meeting addresses were 
delivered by Revs. W. Chapman, R. 
Silby, R. F. Griffiths, and J. R. God­
frey. 

Induction sorvices connected with 
the settlement of the Rov. John Munro, 
formerly of Burgesville, Canada, at 
Grantown, have been held recently. 
Rev. W. Grant addressed the pastor, 
and the Rov. A. H. Young, 111.A., the 
church. In the evening a tea and 
,social meeting followed. 

Special services with the object of 
pnblicly recognising the Rev. R. B. 
•Clare, late of Appledore, as pastor of 
the United Churches of Watchet and 
Williton, have been held. Rev. H. 
Moore, of Bridgewater, preached, and 
a tea and pnblic meeting followed in a 
field, under the presidency of J\ir. J. 
>iVhitby. Tho Rev. J. P. Tetley and 
H. Moore gave ]fr. Clare a welcome, 
-and the Rev. R. J. Middleton repre. 
sentcd the North Devon Auxiliary of 
the Connty Association. Addresses 
were also delivered by the Revs. S. 
'Sutton (who for 30 years presided over 
the church), E. Francis, and Levi 
Palmer. 

ReMgnition services. connected with 
the settlemont of the Rev. G. Bulli­
vant as pastor of tho church at Darking, 
were held on Thursday, Angust 7th. 
1fr. Bullivant has but recently re­
nounced Predobaptist views, and joined 
the denomination. The Rev. J. T. 
Wigner, T. G. Atkinson, and others 
delivered addresses. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

'TnE Young Men's Bible O!ass in 
connection with Chelsea Chapel, Lower 
Sloane-street, at a social meeting held 
-0n the 31st of July, presented Mr. C. 
J. Plume with a handsome walnut­
wood writing.desk, upon his retire­
ment from tlrn leadership of the class, 
.as a mark of their esteem, and in 
.appreciation of his labours among them. 

An interesting meeting was held at 
Little Alie-street Chapel, London, E., 
-011 Thursday, 7th of Angust, when a ' 

presentation was made to Mr. Fereday, 
who for over forty years has served the 
church as prccentor, bnt has now re­
tired from the duties. The presenta­
tion consisted of a very Ju,,ndsomely­
illu.minated address expressive of the 
friends' appreciation of the services 
rendered during so long a period, and 
their best wishes for his future welfare. 

Rev. W. Thomas having resigned the 
charge of Hose anrl Clawson, has ac­
cepted the unanimous invitation to the 
church at Braunston; upon his leaving 

. his former charge he was presented with 
a purse of gold as a token of the high 
esteem in which he was held by hiR 
church and congregation. 

l\IISCELLAXEOUS. 

THE forthcoming Autumnal Session 
of the Baptist Union will be held in 
Glasgow from Monday, October 6, to 
Thnrsday, October 9, and will be fol­
lowed by evangelistic services in vari• 
ous parts of the city for ten days. In 
consequence of these meetings, the 
Scottish Baptist Union will hold their 
annnal assembly in Edinburgh instead 
of at Glasgow, at the end of October. 

Chui-eh-street Chapel, Edgware-roai!, 
having been closed for several weeks 
for great improvements, was reopened 
for public worship on Wednesday, July 
16, when a suggestive sermon was 
preached by Rev. J. Baldwin Brown, 
B.A. On the following Sunday able 
sermons were delivered by Rev. J. C. 
Jones, l\f,A., of Spalding; and on Uon. 
day, Jnly 21, after a social tea, a 
numerous meeting was formally ad­
dressed by Hon. and Re,. W. H. F1·ee• 
mantle, Jlf.A.; Hon. S. L. Tilley, }.Jr. 
J. Spencer Balfonr, Rev. J. Fletcher, 
Rev. W. J. Avery, Rev. J. C. Jones, 
M.A., and the pastors (Rev. D. Burns, 
l\I.A., and Rev. J. F. Jones). Up to 
the close of these interesting services 
about £560 had been received or pro­
miseu. to meet liabilities, estimated at 
,~700. 

The chapel at Ncthorscal, Derby­
shire, has been thoroughly renovated . 
Reopening services were held on Snn• 
day, Angust 3, Rev. E. Yemm preach­
ing i11 the afternoon and e,ening to 
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good congregations. The collections 
will discharge the expense incurred. 

On Sunday, the 10th August, after a 
sermon by Rev. F. J. Medcalf, pastor [ 
of the church at Ilfracombe, North ' 
Devon, the Rev. W. Glidclou, Inde­
pendent minister of Westdown, was 
baptised, he having given a public and 
interesting statement respecting his 
cllauge of views. 

The Rev. Geo. Eates, l\1.A., Primitive 
~Iethodist minister, Pembroke Dock, 
has been baptised in tho Btish-strcct 
cllapel, by Rev. R. C. Roberts, pastor 
of the church. l\Ir. Eates has been 
connected with the Primitive l\Iotho­
clists for twenty years. 

BAPTIST TABERXACLE, WINSLOW, 
BUCKs.-On Sunday the 13th July, in 
the afternoon, a Flower Service was 
held, which being somewhat novel in 
these parts, drew together a very large 
congregation, some 500 persons being 
present. Almost every one present 
hau bouquets, many of which were 
very choice, and at the close of tho 
service these were collected, according 
to a previous announcement, and on 
tho Monday were packed up and sent 
to the Bucks Infirmary and to the 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital, London. 
The pastor (F. J. Feltham) conducted 
the former part of the service, and the 
Rev. J. Richards preached, taking as 
his subject Psalm ciii. 15-" As a 
flower of the field, so he flourisheth." 
A very pleasing feature in tho service 
was tho union of the Independent and 
Baptist Sabbath schools. Miss H. 
George presided at the harmonium. 

LYNDHURST,-At the anniversary 
services, held on the 13th of August, 
there was a stall of work, the proceeds 
of which realised £20 towards tho 
improvement of the chapel. At the 
public meeting addresses were deli­
vered by the Revs . .J.B. Burt, T. Evans, 
W. Power, J. Johnson, W. H. Payne, 
and Mr. V\'atsou. The treat to tlie 
scholars was given on the 15111. 

BAPTISMS. 

Abertille,•y, Monmoutbshire.-,July 20, Four, 
by L. Jones. 

Aberdeen.-July 27, at Carmel English 
Chapel, Three, by T. Jones. 

Al/oa, N.B.-July 27, T1vo, by Mr. A. 
!PCr-air, Ashle;; nes.r Lymington.-July 2i, Six, 
T. lugs. 

.Abertiller-y.-Angnst 3, at the English Ch:1pel, 
Twelvo, by T. Griffiths. 

Bacup.-Augast 3, Ebenozer Ch£Lpal1 Three, 
by W.Gay. 

Bedford.-·- Bunyan Meeting, August 11,. 
Four, hy J, H. Blake of Lutou. 

Bethef., Shipley.-Augu3t 3, Eight, by H. 0. 
Atkinson 

Birmingham.-July 31, at Cannon-street 
Ch~pel, Eight, by A. llforsell. 

Black.field, Fawley, Hants.-July Bth, Two, 
by F. A, Pearce. 

Blaenavon, July 31, at Broad-street, Two, by 
W.Ree.-i. 

Blackwood, iron.-August 3, Ten, by S . .K. 
William~. 

Buckhurst Hill, Esao>C.-July 27, One, by Mr. 
Cousens. 

Bu.'ilth Wells, Breconsb.il"e.-July 27, Three~ 
..August 1, One; August 3, Two, by J. M. 
Jones. 

Burlon-011--T,·ent.-July 27, Six, byJ. Askew. 
Barnard To1cn, Mon.-July 27, Fire1 by A .. 

T. Jones. 
Brookend, Ileds.-July 21, Nine, by W. G. 

Coote. 
Barrow-in-Furne.s.s.-August 61 On-e 1 by J. 

Hughes. 
JJcthZehem, nefLr Haverfordwest.-July 13t 

Two; August 10, Four, by D. 0. Edwards. 
Bfrmingham.-August 10, Mis~ion Han, 

Constitution Hill, Four. by J. Burtou. 
Brynhyfryd, Ebb1v Vale.-July 13, Two, by 

J. Griffiths. 
Blackley, Yorks.-July 5, Two, by R. Brigg,-1. 
Chap,ljold, Yorkshi11o.-J uly 6, One, by J. 

Kendall. 
Crewe.-Juiy 27, Four, by F. J. Greening. 
Caersalem1 LampetBr.-July 20, Two1 by D. 

F. Ellis. 
Crowle, Liucolnshire.-July 21, Six, by J. 

Stutlerd. 
Cinderford.-J...ugust 3, Two, by C. Griffiths .. 
Cat/ord Hill.-July 28, Six, by T. Green­

wood. 
Corsl,am, Wilts.-July 31, Three, by J. 

Hurlstone. 
IJalton-in-Furness.-July 61 Two, by J. G. 

Anderson. 
Eshe,·.-June lb, at Park-road, One, by tho 

Pastor. 
Fivehead near Taunton.-,July 16 1 One, by-

J. Compst~n • 
. Fc,rucett.-July :201 tho Tabernacle, One; 

July Z7, Three, by C. Eloy. 
Farsley,-July 27, Ten, by J. Naylor. 
Goitre, Pontypool. -July 27, Two, by I. 

Richards, 
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Grimsby.-Augulii:t 11, One, by J. Manning. 
Hanliam~ Gloucester.-July 27, Thre~, by T. 

Bowbeaer. 
Ilarlow.-July 23, Potter-street, Three, by 

A. E. Realff. 
lleaton, Bradford.-August 4, Four, by R. 

Howarth. 
Henrey-on-Thames.-July 13, Two, by J.M. 

He11son. 
Iloney/Jorough,-JuJ.y 13, One, by Mr.Johns. 
ld!e1 near Leeds.-Augu-st 3, Two, by J. Lee. 
i\.nighton.-Ju]y 1, Thr.ee; August 3, One, 

by W. Williams. 
Leeds, Beeston-hill.-Ju1y 14, Sontll Para.de, 

Two, by H. Winsor. 
LceJ,. -July 13, KirkstaU Branch of the 

Uurly Road Church, Four, by J. Bell. 
Llanddewi, Abergavenny.-July 27, Four, by 

W.Thomas. 
Llantwit-.Mojor. Gla.morganshire. -August 

10, One, by J. Hier. 
Leigh, Lancash\re.-July 20, Six, by J. 

Wareing. -
Liverpool.-July 20, Fabius Chapel, Thirteen, 

by A. Matthews. 
Maesteg, Glamorgo.n.-J uly 12, Bethel Chapel, 

Four~ August lO, Forty-six, by T. A. Pryce. 
Marfeley, Salop.-July 27, Two, by E. Jen­

kins. 
11/"aideliheaJ.-July 14,Five, by J. Wilkins. 
Martllam, Great Ymmoath,-July 20, Two, 

by T. G. Gathercole. 
Manche.ster.-July 6, Upper Medlock-street 

(Welsh), Six, by B. Hu,:nphreys. 
Marlowes, HemelHempsted.-JuJy 31, Three, 

by R. Vf. Owen. 
Me,•thyi-.-July 13, High-street, Two, by T. 

D:1vies .. 

Metropolitan liistrict :-

Borough-road. -July 23, Seven, by G. 
W. l\[·Cree. 

CMs,cicl:,-July 27, Two, by W. E. Lynn. 
A'Jetropoiitan Tabernac!e.-J:111y l, Nine­

teen~ 26, Twenty-four; 29, Seventceni June 
23~ Sixteen; 26, Sixteen j July a, Nineteen; 
281 Ten ; 31, Four-teen. 

]Jfi/e End, E,-July 30, Conference Hall, 
Three, by J. A. Soper. 

Pecklwm-park. Road.-July 31, S0ven, by 
H. Knee. 

Midhurst.-July 1-'3:, Onc1 by F. W. C. Bruce. 
MiUqate1 near Rochdale,-August 3, One, by 

T. Griffiths. 
Netherton.-July 26, Ebenczer, Five, by Vv. 

Mill!ngton. 
Newport, Mon.-.A_ugust 3, Commeroi,I-road, 

Four, by E. Thomas. 
Oban, N.B.-July 2~, One, by F. Forbes. 
Ogden.-July 27, Two, by A. E. Greening. 
OsJett, Yorks.-.March 30, Three; May 21, 

Three; July 2, Two; July 30, One, by J. W. 
Com:ort. 

Penarth.-July 20, One, by W. Parry. 
I'idd~etrenthide, Dorsetshire.-J uly 6, Threet 

by J. Davis. 
P/y11rou//1.-July 9. George-street, Six, by 

J. W. Ashworth. 
Pontyc/ou:en, English B:1ptist.-July 11, in 

Lanslay River, One, by T. Baker. 

Portmahon, Sheffield.-J uly 30, Nine, by W. 
Turner. 

Portsmouth.-July 31, Lake-road, Five, by 
T. W. Medhurst, 

Poulner, near Ringwood.-August 3, Four, 
by G. Diffey. 

Readiny.-J uly 27, Providence Chapel, One, 
by the Pastor. 

Risca, Mon.-.A_ugust 3, English Chapel, 
Two, by T. Thomas. 

Rotherham.-July 12. One, by J. Harper. 
Ryd,, I. W.-July 27, l'ark-road, Five, by 

J. T. Almy. 
Salem, Porth.-August 3, Six, by G. Thomas. 
ScapegQat Ilill, Golcar,-August 3, One, by 

A. Harrison. 
Southampton. - July 20, Carlton Che.pal, 

Three; August 10, Two, by E. Osborne. 
Southport.-July 27, Five, by L. Nuttall. 
Stowhill, Newport, Mon.-July 27, StowhHI, 

Nine, by J. Douglas. 
St. Aus/ell.-July 24, Two, hy R. Sampson. 
Ta/garth, Breconshire.--J uly 20, Three, by 

D. B. Richards. 
Treorkey, Rhondda Valley.-July 13, Horeb 

English Chapel, Two, by D. Davies. 
Vel-i,idre.-August 3, One, by T. Rowson. 
Waltham Abbey,-August 10, Two, by W. 

Jackson. 
Weston, Towcester.-July 27, Three, by J. 

Longsan, 
Wilton Park, Durham.-June 13, Four, by 

J. Bevan. 
West Bromwicl,.-July 27, Bethel _ Chapel, 

Three, by C. J. Clarke. 
Westpark, Dumlries.-July 24, One, by W, 

Miligan. 

RECENT DEATllS. 

REY, J. IlARGREA YES. 

IN loving remembrance of the Rev. 
JONATIIAN HARGREAVES (for 19 years 
Pastor of the Baptist Church, Water­
foot), who fell asleep in Jesus, May 15, 
1879, aged 64 years, and was interred 
at Sabden, J\fay 20th. "A beloved 
brother and faithful minister in the 
Lord." Ephes. vi. 21. 

The subject of our present sketch 
was born in the neighbourhood of 
Padiham, Lancashire. 

Being a descendant of poor but pious 
parents, he was consequently sur­
rounded by influences that afterwards 
proved to be of such inestimable advan­
tage to him in his maturer years. 
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Born in the year 1815, a yoar ever 
memorable in the history of this nation, 
as witnessing the peace that succeeded 
a more than twenty years' war between 
this country and France, a war that had 
so impoverished and dried up the 
resources of the nation, that they who 
were not rcnUy of poor origin were 
driven to snch extremes t'liat, were we, 
who have enjoyed such unspeakable 
blessings and privileges, forced into 
snch ~traits, we should be far better 
able to judge between our own position 
and the positions of those who woro 
engaged in the battles of life at the 
time when onr depar~ed friend was 
born. 

In the year 1818, when our friend 
was scarcely three years of ago, the 
humble but happy dwelling was visited 
by the gdm messenger of death, and 
the father of four children was torn 
from the side of a devoted wifo and the 
helpless little ones. 

How often in a man's lifetime a7e we 
constrained to say with the poet-

God moves in 8 mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform ; 

He plants His footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm, 

In our own time, it ireoms hard and 
nnbearable to think of the trying and 
nncomfortable circumstances into which 
a. poor, lone, nnd defenceless widow, 
with four little children, must be 
thrown ; but how great must be the 
contrast between the position of such a 
person in the year 1818, and the times 
that we have enjoyed more recently. 
To such persons as the mother of our 
friend, how needful and how strikingly 
necessary are all the promises and in­
spirations of our common Christianity. 

A Father of the fatherless, and a 
Jndge of the widows is God in His holy 
habitation. The Lord preserveth the 
str11.ngors ; He relieveth the fatherless 
and the widow. 

Thongh the mother of our friend was 
poor in this world, yet she was rich in 
faith, and had long before the birth of 
her son J o:aathan found the pearl of 
great price. She had been blessed with 

a pious ancestry, her father and grand­
father being esteemed members and 
recognised preachers in the Wesleyan• 
community near the town of Sheffield. 

In her, we have a striking fulfilment 
of the promise of Him who said, I will 
be a father to the fatherless, and a 
husband to the widow. In her widowed 
condition this woman sought God in 
her trouble, and He heard her, and 
delivererl her, and gavo her strength to 
sustain her in all the trials that fell to• 
her lot. 

Being blost with such a mother, it fa 
hardly to be wondered at that the son 
should be what he was. At the early 
age of five years 'our friend was sent to 
work at a print-works at Sabden, where 
the family had removed. Thus, at an 
early period of his life he was compelled 
to pur,me a course of hardship and toil, 
such as is not the lot of children of our 
own time. 

In early life he showed manifestations 
of it thirst for knowledge such as aro 
seldom witnessed; he conquered and 
surmounted difficulties such as but few 
have to grapple with in this time of 
educational privileges and opportuni­
ties ; he over made it a point to seek 
the companionship of his elders, and of 
those who were not unminJful of im-­
parting instruction to one that was so 
immensely anxious to increase in know­
ledge, both intellectual and spiritual. 
His first schoolmaster was an old re-­
tired pensioner, who taught him am 
that he could in the rudiments of an. 
English education. At a very early 
age he was the subject of very deep­
religious convictions, and after strug­
gling some time with temptations within, 
bnffetings and persecutions from with­
out, he powerfully felt it his duty to 
attach himself to the denomination of 
which his forefathers had been such 
striking and honourabl? members ; so 
that, at the ago of thirteen, we find 
him a recognised member of the Wes. 
leyans. 

Four years after this, she, who with 
many tears, prayers, supplications and 
thankagivings, had made known her­
requests unto God, was taken to her­
rost, leaving behind her, the priceless. 
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logacy, a mother's prayers, instrnctions, 
and an untarnished example, being 
about forty.six years of age. About the 
year 1834 our departed friend resolved 
to cnltivate a closer acquaintance with 
tho New Testament, ancl in his case, as 
in many others, when he hacl decided 
to make the Word of God his rule of 
faith and his guide of life, he felt con­
J1trained not to accept for the teachings 
of Obrist the traditions of men ; be came 
to the irresistible conclnsion that it was 
bis duty to pnt on Christ by baptism, 
was baptised by the Rov. ]fr. Jones, of 
Sabden, and from that time was a.n 
honoured and consistent member of tbo 
Baptist clenomination until the close of 
his earthly life. 

Having taken upon himself a public 
profession of religion, and the princi­
ples of his faith having Iaicl such firm 
hold upon his nature, he determined to 
give himself no rest till he had made 
an effort to impart to others the bless­
ings that had made such powerful im­
pressions upon his own soul. He now 
resolved to become a preacher of the 
Gospel, and in the midst of what, to 
thonsancls, would have been insur­
mountable difficulties, he swerved not 
from his purpose and his determination 
till a way opened unto him in which he 
coulcl pursue an employment that was 
so pleasant to his taste and so agreeable 
to his mind. The direction in which 
be first turned his attention in this 
TCspe et was to Padiham, where religious 
destitution and vice in its various 
forms were so appalling to his mind, 
th,it he, along with two or three others, 
resolved to carry the Gospel even to 
Padiham; where, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation, they 
began to open a Sunday school in a 
garret, where, from Sunday to Sunday, 
our friend ceased not to teach and to 
preach so regularly and constantly, 
that, from the year 1841 to 1851, he 
never was absent from his post at 
Padiham, even in the thick of his other 
numerous undertakings and engage­
ments. 

In his constant attendances at Padi­
ham, he was so anxious that a spirit of 
reform and Christia.n influences should 

be more extensively felt and observecl, 
that no menial act was unattended to 
by him which would in any way further 
the objects be had in view; hence, he 
thought it not beneath him to stoop 
down and do the work which had been 
left undone by thoughtless, inattentive, 
and negligent mothers; yea, he even 
washed tho children their dirty faces 
after they came to school on a Sunday 
morning, After labouring on for years 
under circumstances akin to such as 
those alreacly named, he and two other 
friends, when, one night going home 
from a prayer' meeting, under the in­
fluences of a biting frost, and the clear 
pale rays of the moon, stopped in the 
turnpike road, between Padiham anil 
Sabden, formed themselves into a meet­
ing and resol,ed, there and then, that 
they would build a new chapel at 
Padiham, when all the money in pos­
Bession of all the three persons would 
not make more than 6s.; but the ardour 
of onr friend was not to be damped at 
the thoughts of having no money; a 
chapel was needed, and a chapel mnst 
be had. He had courage to name the 
matter of the moonlight meeting in the 
turnpike-road to George Foster, Esq., 
of Sabden, when a very striking illus­
tration of that passage of Scripture was 
verified in his experience-" Thy people 
shall be willing in the day of Thy 
power." Mr. Foster gave the move­
ment his support, the chapel was built, 
and the village of Padiham still testifies 
to the usefulness of our late friend. 

Whalley, Billington, Read, and other 
places next occupied a large share of 
Mr. Hargreave's attention for some 
time, when he was more frequently 
called to supply the pulpit of the little 
church at Waterfoot, which so often 
demanded his services during the years 
from 1858 to 1860, that his frequent 
visits to that place ultimately ripened 
into a friendship and regard for his 
abilities for usefulness, that the church 
at Waterfoot gave him a very warm 
and cordial invitation to become its 
pastor, to which invitation he replied 
by settling amongst them in the year 
1861, at which place he stayed till the 
day of his death. At the time of his 
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settlement at Waterfoot, the church 
membership was somewhere from 20 
to 30; during the nineteen years of 
his pastorate it has increased nearly 
sevenfold. 

The church and congregation, up to 
the year 1869, worshipped in a small 
room now occupied by the "\Vaterfoot 
Liberal Club. In that year the new 
chapel was opened, having cost about 
£3,000, with a debt remaining upon it of 
from £1,000 to £1,500, which debt 
was removed in the course of four or 
five years, and the· influence of no per­
son in connection with the place, in 
seeking to get rid of the debt, was 
equal to that of the pastor. When the 
chapel had become free from debt, the 
restless, undaunted, and enterprising 
spirit of our friend was still active and 
seeking out fresh fields of usefulness, 
and he would not rest satisfied untH a 
day school was opened, and now there 
is a day school in connection with the 
place of fr<lm 300 to 400 scholars in 
regular attendance, and this is more 
the result of our friend's labours than 
that of any other person. 

Being of a. peaceable, generous, meek, 
and very humble disposition, l\Ir. Har­
greaves was never found engaged in 
controversy; and, believing that his 
time could- be far better spent in seek­
ing to bring souls to the Saviour, all 
the energies and strength of his mind 
and body were employed in that direc­
tion. He seldom took part in political 
agitations; but during the time of his 
stay at Waterfoot ho attended two or 
three such meetings, and his presence 
at those meetings, together with some 
of the remarks that he then made, will 
never be forgotten by some who were 
there. 

At one of those meetings he made a 
remark that is still occasionally talked 
of by persons who heard it ; for the 
glow of enthusiasm and the spirit of 
earnestness had so anested the atten­
tion of his hearers, that the impression 
will never be forgotten by those who 
heard him say-" The duties of the 
Liberals arc twofold ; for they have 
not only to do all the good that is done 
in the political world, but they have to 

keep the Tories from doing lumber"­
meaning mischief. 

On another of these occasions he was. 
induced to attend a meeting during 
the agitations that were carried on to 
keep the present Government from 
going to war with Russia. At that 
meeting ho was so impressed with the 
presence of some of the persons pre­
sent, that ho said he could liirn to forget 
that he was at a political meeting, and 
preach to them a sermon ; for he knew 
that some of thorn nover put their faces 
within the doors of either church or 
chapel, and he did not like to lot the 
opportunity slip. One of the grandest 
traits in his character was his desire to 
do good to everybody with whom he 
came in contact, irrespective of creed, 
age, or social position; ha was no re­
specter of per·sons in that sense. Let a 
case of deep distress, sickness, or any 
kind of need be made known to him, 
and, without taking thought for his 
own welfare or comfort, he was off at a 
moment's warning, if possible. The 
writer of this sketch was once in his 
company when he had just returned 
from a visit to a person in a dying 
state, when ha had been so overcome 
by the stench and effluvia in which the 
dying person lay, that, he said, he felt 
almost to stagger and reel while ho 
was on his knees. 

The Rev. A. J. Harrison, vicar of 
Waterfoot, paid a very nice tribute to 
Mr. Hargreaves' memory on the day of 
the funeral; when speaking of the care 
and attention that he had bestowed 
upon the neeay, the sick, and the 
dying belonging to his own church and 
congregation, during a time of sickness 
and inability to work on the part of 
himself, he aaid Mr. H. had done the 
work so well that the wants of bis 
parish had been better attended to 
than if he had been at home himself. 
As a father, a husband, a friend, he 
had few equals for affection, devotion, 
a.nd attachment. His intensely affec­
tionate and devoted nature received a 
tremendous blow in the year 187v, 
when Mrs. Hargreaves, the wifo of his 
youth, the sharer of his joys and his 
helper in troublo, was smitten by a 
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malady that bid defiance to medical 
skill and attention, and hurried her 
home to the place appoint•d for all 
living. Our friend never aftor this 
bereavement seemed to wholly recover 
from the shock that he had recei-,,ed ; 
there was never the same cheerfulness, 
buoyancy, and strength manifest after 
that were good to see before; but being 
still inspired with a determination not 
to leave undone anything that he could 
do, he yet plodded on as vigorously as 
his strength would permit, until by 
"increasing weakness he was com­
pelled to lay by all thoughts of renewed 
activity. 

He attended the Autumna,1 :Meetings 
at Leed~, when he alwa.ys said he got 
cold by sleeping in a damp bed. A 
few weeks after then, very powerful 
signs of wea.kness begun to appear, 
and while every effort was made that 
could be made to stop their marcli, 
·they still continued to assert their sway, 
till, on Sunday morning, the :first of 
December last, the man who had been 
so devoted, and so constantly at his 
post, was so prostrated after preaching 
his -,,ery last sermon, that he had to be 
-conveyed home in a cab, and never 
fairly rallied again. He was confined 
to hi• room for nearly three months 
-after being taken home, when both he 
and his friends kept living on and on 
in the midst of conflicting hopes and 
,fears, until all hoJ!leS were gone and 
unmistakable signs begnn to appear 
-that the end was approaching. 

About the middle of March he had 
·so far recovered as to be able, with 
-some little help, to take short walks, and 
was once or twice conveyed to the 
chapel; and some time in April he even 
ventured so far as to go and visit a 

-dying woman, but the strain was too 
great ; he could not make another at­
tempt so great, until the 4.th day of 
May, the first Sunday in that month, 
when he was determined to go to 
chapel and take part in the administra­
tion of the Lord's Supper, when a soene 
was witnessed such as will never be 
forgotten by any who were there to 
aBM it. 

The feeble, weak, but heavenly-

minded man gave out the hymns, of 
which the two following verses form a 
part:-

Remember Thee, and all Thy pains, 
And all Thy love to me ; 

Yes, while a breath, a pulse remains, 
Will I remembor Thee. 

And when these failing lipA grow dumb, 
And mind and memory flee, 

When Thou shalt in 'l'hy kingdom come, 
Jesus, remember me. 
Just as the last words were being 

read out, his strength seemod to be all 
exhausted, and had it not been for the 
kindness of those around him coming 
to his aid, he would ha vo fallen to the 
floor. 

The whol,; surroundings of this time 
wore so impressive, that to give a de­
scription of them is utterly impossible. 

From this meeting he was taken 
home for the last time ; he continued 
now to sink faster and faster, so that 
he never more left his Poem. The 
Sunday following was the school anni­
versary, when the teachers, scholars, 
and friends walked in procession to 
his house, and there, at his request 
sung two of his favourite hymns-.'. 
" Jesus, lover of my soul," and "Rook 
of ages," while he sat at his bedroom 
window, wrapped in a blanket and 
then, he and they, lingering, took 'a. last 
farowell look at ea.eh other. 

Though his weakness continued to 
increase, the sweetness and sublimity 
of his mind were not lessoned so long 
as he had power to speak, for he still 
continued to give tokens of his happi. 
ness ; the last words that he uttered 
were, " 0, I am happy;" and when un­
able to speak, so Jong as strength lasted 
he seemed to aat as if he was at th; 
Lord's table, thus communing with his 
Saviour to the last. His deacons were 
called to his bedside, when the last 
fo'?-~ looks were exchanged, the happy 
spmt took ita flight to the regions 
where the weary are for ever at rest. 

How bleat the righteous when he dies ! 
When sinks a weary soul to rest. 

How mildly beam the closing eyes, 
How gently heaves the expiring 

breast. 
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A holy quiet reigns around, 
A calm which lifo nor death destroys; 

Nothing disturbs that peace profound 
Which his unfettered soul enjoys. 

His funeral sermon was preached in 
Bethel Baptist Chapel, Waterfoot, by 
the Rev. J. Howe, of Waterbarn, on 
Sunday evening, June 22nd, 1879, to a 
crowded congregation. 

The Rev. RICHARD SmPWAY, for 
more than twenty years a faithful 
preacher of the Gospel at Wickwar, 
'Gloucestershire, was suddenly called 
home to his rest on Wednesday even­
ing July 23rd, 1879. 

It was mainly through his own in­
strumentality that the Baptist church 
in this town was founded, and the 
chapel erected and cleared of debt in 
the year 1867. During the time of 
his ministration he won the esteem of 
all classes in the town. As a preacher 
he was earnest, pointed, vigorous, prac. 
tical, and ever fresh. As a pastor ha 
gained the affections of his flock. His 
happiest seasons appeared to be those 
when, at the Lord's table, he met and 
communed with kindred spirits. Next 
to this he loved most to meet with the 
young people and children of the Sun­
day schoc,l at the monthly prayer 
meeting. He knew well how to arrest 
tho attention, and lay hold of young 
minds. To all persons in sickness or 
trouble he was always a welcome 
visitor. 

For several years he had suffered 
from heart diseaRe, which obliged him 
to be careful to avoid over-exertion. 
The last afternoon of his life he paid 
£ome of his accustomed visits to a few 
sick persons, and afterwards walked 
to a field at about a mile distance 
from the town, to see a friend who was 
busy haymaking. Here he conversed 
for a short time, and then moved away 
.a few yards, apparently to rest. Being 
asked if he felt unwell, he looked up­
ward, and in a few minutes gradua:lly 
·sank backward into a friend's arms. 
11 was found that life had passed away, 
.but without a movement or a sound, 

As no supply could be obtained for 
the vacant pulpit on the following Sun­
day; the friends connected with the 
Congregational Church kindly invited 
the ber011 ved congregation to their 
chapel,for the morning service, Closin"' 
their own chapel in the evening, they: 
with their minister, came over to the 
Baptist chapel, thus uniting the two 
congregations for the second tims 
during the day. 

The chapel having no burial ground, 
the Rector of the parish-a faithful 
Christian minister, with whom the de­
ceased had been, for years, on intimate 
terms-requested the privilege of in­
terring him in the churchyard. After 
a short service in the chapel, conducted 
by four brother ministers-two Concrra. 
gationalist and two Baptist-the fnn~ral 
was met in the town by tho Rector, 
and led by him into tho church. H was 
a solemn and impressive season. Four 
Dissenting ministers ware witnessed by 
a crowd of parsons standing near the 
grave of their departed brother listen­
ing to the voice of the Rector, ,;ho read 

-the service with deep emotion. 

WE regret to announce the death of 
the Rev. W. A. Salter, which took place 
on Tuesday, August 5th, at Laamington, 
where at Oh,randon Chapel-lately as­
sisted by the Rev. H. Wright as co­
pastor-he had been ministering for 
twenty years, having entered the mi­
nistry in 1836, after leaving Stepney 
College. He was previously pastor at 
Henrietta-street, London, and at Amar­
sham, and was a principal editor of the 
Annotated Paragraph Bible, published 
by the Religious Tract Society. 

l\fra. M.i.RTIN, of Brockenhurst, died 
in Jesus the 7th of July. Her life was 
one of devotedness to the Lord. As 
the mother of a numerous family her 
aim was to bring the infants to the 
house of God as early as possible. As 
a Sunday-school teacher she was dili­
gent, earnest and affectionate, always 
by word and deed proving that religion 



252 DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 

ever conduces to happiness, and that 
"godliness" ht1s promise of the life 
which now is and of that which is to 
come. 

Her delight was to sing on hor way 
to the promised land, and many times 
she was the pioneer to the class in , 
which she led them in that department i 

with her very sweetly. Her death not 
only is felt to a degree by hor partner, 
a number of children, several of whom 
aro making choice of the "one thing 
needful," and possessing tho true cha. 
racier of the Lord's servants, but the 
parish was deeply affected by the 
solomn visitation, and the Church of 
Christ hero a breach, after a period of 

thirty-nine years of membership, which 
they feel to ba not soon healed. 

Her last illness came on her gradu­
ally. She was for a considerable time 
unable to converse with any one, but 
gave signs of repose on Christ her 
"Beloved." And-

" Sha struggfod through her latest 
passion 

To her dear Redeemer's breast, 
To His uttermost salvation, 

To His everlasting rest. 
Happy soul, thy days are ended, 

All thy mourning days below; 
Go, by angel guards attended, 

To the throne of Jeans, go." 
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THOUGH OFTEN UNPERCEIVED BY SENSE FAITH SEES 
HIM AL1.VAYS NEA;R.* 

A SERMO:<I PREACHED IN THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H. SPURGEO:'(. 

·' Surely the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not."-GENEsrs xxviii. Hi. 

THERE arc many places where Gml is certainly with His people aml 
they do know it; yet there may be some among them who do not 
discern His presence, but are constantly crying out, " Oh, that I knew 
where I might find Him!" while othern are rejoicing in His manifester1 
grace, and exclaiming with gratitude, " Surely the Lord is in this 
pface, and I did know it.'' Thus He is peculiarly present wherever 
there is an earnest ministry. The tongue of fire was given as the 
symbol of the Holy Spirit-a tongue-for that is the term which Goo. 
uses-a tongue of fire, for the man who speaks must be earnest with 
a zeal kindled to flame at the altar of God. ',\'hen John saw our Lor<l 
in Patmos, he represents Him thus: "Out of His mouth went a two­
edged sword." The ministry of the Gospel, which is the tongue of 
Ulffist, is like a two-edged sword wherewith He overcometh His 
enemies. Though not another believer could be found in the whole 
district to which a man of God were sent in his Master's name, God 
would be there as He bas covenanted to be. " Lo, I am with you 
,tlway, even unto the end of the world," is a promise that has not been 
rnscinded. What though they builcl their fanes w~L;: gorgeous archi­
tecture, adorn their chancels, and robe their priests in blue, and 
se:1rlet, and fine linen, as the heathens of these modern days are wont, in 
vain they look for any promise that God shall be there. But when a 
simple-minded man, standing on a village green, preaches Obrist and 
tells of the slaughtered Lamb of God who has now goue to His glory, 
God will be surely with him, and before the face of tlmt solitary 
champion the Philistines shall be made to flee, and he, like Samson, 
shall lay hold upon the pillars of their idolatrous temple and pull the 
honse about their ears. That day when Paul passed through the 
gates of Rome a solitary preacher of the ·word, there was more power 
for the felling to the earth of the gods of heathendom than poets and 
philosophers, critics and cynics could ever bring to bear upon the folly 
,md superstitions of the age. 

Meil will not be materially improved in their morals by mere 
education. You may popularise literature and science as much as you 
can, but the evils you meet are sure to mock the efforts you make. 
The corruption is too great for the ordinary philanthropist to grapple 
with. Let the preltcher of Jesus Christ, however, come with tidings 
of that Gospel which is now, as ever, the power of God unto salvation. 
and the people shall be blessed, for it hath pleased God by the 

• '1'11is Sermou b, in!! Copyri3ht, the tight of reprinting and translRtiugis re~erve,i. 
:--o. 251, ~i,;w S1mrns. 
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foolishness of preachina to save them that believe. I know that many 
of you can set to your ~eal that this is true ; you can testify that God 
is manifestly present where the Gospel is fully, affectionately, earnestly, 
faithfully preached, for you have found it so in your own conversion, 
and in the building up of your souls afterwards in the faith. Still, 
there .are some who arc saying, "Truly He is in the place, but I, 
unhappy tlrn.t I am, I know it not I Oh! that I received the same 
blessing! I sit with His people, I hear with His people, but still I 
am not blessed." Oh! it is a sad circumstance that there are con­
stantly those among us who have to say, "The harvest is past, the 
summer is ended, but we arc not saved I" The prayer of that hyillil 
is peculiarly fitting :-

" Lord, I hear of showers of blessing 
Thou art scattering full and free. 

Showers the thirsty earth refreshing, 
Let some droppings fall on me." 

I trust you cannot be content to sit unfed, groaning with hunger at 
the Gospel feast, to stand near the river of the water of Life, and yet 
thirsty pine for the refreshing draught. There will be some such in 
&11 congregations. It is to be feared that there will be some found 
listening to the Gospel year after year, who, because their ears are not 
opened, never receive the ,v ord into their hearts. Their hearing will 
only increase their responsibility, and they will go unsaved from the 
house of mercy to the place of everlasting misery. The Lord grant 
that it may not be so with you. l\fa.y you never have to say when you 
come to die, "Yes, the Lor<l was in those great Sabbath gatherings, 
and many of His people felt His power, but I knew it not, and now, at 
the last, I am a castaway, after having had the Gospel trumpet faith­
fully sounded in my ea1·s." 

Another place where God manifests His presi:mce, but where all do 
not perceive Him, is in the ji:llml'ahip of an 1;Jjectionate, united Christian 
ehurclr. I do not say that Ho reveals Himself wherever there is a 
church, for some so-called churches are infinitely more suitable for the 
habitation of dragons than to be the dwelling-place of incarniJ.te Deity. 
We know of some such; they have passed under our own eye; within 
their borders there have been strife and schism, disorder and division. 
heart-burning and huff-taking, with endless babblings and bickeTing~ 
against one another. To be a member of such a church has been 
distressing and discreditable, and to attend their church meetings 
would involve Wltnessing scenes that must shock the feelings of a 
saint and scandalise the name of the Saviour. But where the members 
of a church are welded together by the heat of true affection, where 
they have no strife except which can serve the Master best, where they 
have learned to keep rank and to march to the battle with holy 
discipline, where they are one in Christ, and can bear each other'f> 
burdens, there God is. That precious dove, the Holy Spirit, forsakes 
the place where the din and clamou1· of feud and faction are hoard, 
but He dwells and abides with the pure of heart. The city of 
Philadelphia-the city of brotl:n-ly wve, as _its name implies-there the 
Lord commandeth the blessmg, even life for evermore. I trust. 
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brethren, we can rncord our experience with gratitude and joy. I 
know that the Lord ha,<; been among us since He has brought us to love 
each other with a pure heart fervently. In this fellowship of love 
how often have we been constrained to say, " What hath God wrought ! 
How continually has He blessed us with pca,ce in om· borders, anc1 
filled us with the finm,t of the wheat!" Yet there mav be some, 
perhaps, ·not in harmony as they should be with their brethren, not so 
fervent in their Chri~tian ,,ffection as we could wish, who will be 
saying, " He may· be in this place, but I knew it not." Ah! then, my 
dear friend, be discontented with yourself until you find the secret oJ' 
His Presence. Make it a point in your church membership that you 
will never be satisfiecl with it as a mere form, that you must have 
fellowship with God in your fellowship with your Ch1·istian brethren. 
Oh! it will be an ill day for us when we begin to account our religion 
a mere outward observance. ·what are the forms and ceremonies of 
the most pompous ritrn,1 but mere vanity? And what if the usages 
be never so simple, as ours are, still they a,re vain and worthless unless 
our assembling and association be instinct with life. The plainest 
Baptist conventicle slmll he no morn the Honse of God than the most 
gaudy Papist cathedr,11 if the Spirit of Goel be not there ; but oh ! 
there is a plenitude of Divine life and power where the Holy Spirit 
dwells. Now, if any of us have been saying, "The Lord has beeu 
among us in this place hut we h11vc not seen Him" of late, then let u, 
betake ourselves to our closets, let us examine oun,elves to see what 
there may be within our breasts which hinders us from enjoying the 
presence of God, and let us seek to come once aga,in into the unity 0£ 
the Spirit, in the bonds of pea.cc, that we may Slty, " Surely He is here, 
and my heart rejoices to walk with Hirn and wait upon Him. Doubt­
less too, dear friends, God is 1chae there is 11111d1 real, hearty pmyer. fo 
a church full of prayer, then it is evidently full of the Holy Ghost. 
This is always the thermometer by which you may test the church';; 
warmth. If you pray little yon are sick ; if you pray not at all you 
are dead. But when your prayers increase in earnestness then do you 
increase in energy ; and when your life shall be spent in prayer you 
shall then have come to the stature of a perfect man in Christ Jesus. 
Now I know that in our midst there has been much prayer, but not all 
that we could wish. Would to God that all the members were as 
prayerful as they ought to be, and that in our prayer meetings we were 
all as warm and glowing as some are with fervour! The Holy Spirit 
works in us when we have enough of that fervour to prove that surely 
God is in this place. At times, we have been, some of us, as conscious 
of the presence of God as we were conscious of our existenee, and 
as conscious that God was iu our midst as we were that we were 
sitting side by side with His people. Yet others will be saying, "Yes, 
I do not doubt that He is here, but I know it not; I go where others 
go, and find no comfort ; I sing, but my heart is sad ; I woultl, but 
cannot sing." Alas, then; this is your infirmity. You must look away 
from your feelings, to Christ. Yon are weak, but He is strong, He can 
help you; cast yourself upon Him as a poor, helpless, guilty sinner, 
and His tender bosom will receive you; go to Him now and tell Him 
you sometimes fear tlmt you are a hypocrite and not one of the farnily; 
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iind that you think you have made a mistake in making a profession. 
Confess it all, and then say to Him-

,, Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me. 
And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee. 

Oh ! Lamb of God, I come." 

You will then be able to say-" He was in this place, and I knew it to 
the comfort of my soul." 

God is also wherever there is a working people ; for to pray without 
working were to put forth only one-half of the spiritual vigour. I have no 
business to expect God to give me, in answer to prayer, that which I am 
too i<lle to use my best energies to obtain. Praying and working must 
go together in the Christian life. Let there be a people seeking .;o win 
imuls, doing all they can to instruct the young, to spread truth among 
the ignorant, to succour the poor and needy, or to direct sinners to the 
cross of Christ, and God will be in their midst. These good people 
may be very poor ; their speech may betoken little education ; their 
knowledge may be exceedingly limited; but if they do really work for 
Jesus with a simple motive, intending not to advance their sect but to 
,,pread the glory of the Redeemer's name, making His dear Cross to be 
Uie great object of their soul's delight, there, depend upon it, the Spirit 
of GO(l is always present. And yet, perhaps, some worker here says­
., I know it not; I have worked, but I have seen no result; I am ready 
to give it up.'' Oh! my dear friend, do not give it up! You must not. 
1t iH, perlmps, now thct the tide is going to turn v.ith you. The 
precious grain can ne'er ta lost, for grace ensures the crop. And be­
, .. ides, you do well to remcn~ber, that were you never to have any suc­
cess you would not be responsible for that. You will be accountable 
for having sown the seed, for having told out the truth to those with 
whom you have been connected. I do not suppose any farmer in 
England would think of calling his labourers to account for the quan­
tity of the harvest. If they have really performed their quota of work 
in ploughing the soil and casting in the seed, be would not blame them 
for any deficiency in the time of reaping. But, beloved, you shall have 
a harvest, for when Paul plants and Apollos waters, God sends the in­
crease. It may not be to-day, nor yet to-morrow, but you must wait 
awhile. Seeds do not all spring i::.p immediately they arc put into the 
ground. Wait a little while, or, if need be, have long patience, as the 
husbandman waitcth for the precious fruits of the earth; and you shall 
have to report about that ragged school of yours, about that preaching 
station of yours, about that Sunday-school class-" Yes, surely God 1s 
in this pl:tce, and though I knew it not, yet now I perceive it, for I can see 
tearn of repentance like diamonds hanging in the cl1iklren's eyes; I can 
count upon jewels for the Redeeme1·'H crown in those precious blood­
bought soulB." Work on, dear brother, and you shall yet see the hand 
of God made bare. 

Moreover, Goel is in every place 1rhere thcrt ix " p,·,,ple u·ho .,nk to 
1..xtol the nawo of Jesus. Let a minister of the Gospel exalt Christ 
with dl his hcLlTt and soul; let his great theme l>e the Cross, and his 
main object to c::<1c:1r Him who djd hang npon tlrnt crmrn to the souls 
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of men; then, depend upon it, God will be with him. And wherever 
there is a people whose lives are regulated by tho fear of the Lord, 
whose character is moulded by their faith in Christ, and whose actions 
are prompted by a pure conscience ; a people following after holiness, 
and scrupulous lest by word or deed they should dishonour the name 
of ,T esus, God is surely present in their midst. With a glea.m of poetry 
some author has represented the angels who came to meet our Lord 
when He ascernled to His glory-fresh escorts who had not seen Him 
on earth-taken by surprise as they beheld the scars in His hands and 
His feet, and ere they sang their heavenly melodies, pansing to inquire 
-" 'iYhence are these wounds in Thy hands?" and hearing in reply, 
" These are the wounds which I received in the house of My friends." 
Oh! let us be careful lest even by inadvertence we should grieve Christ, 
cause the enemy to blaspheme or wound the Lord afresh. Beloved, let 
us endeavour to be a people void of offence: let it be the aim of every 
one of us to be pure in heart and perfect in our walk, saints in very 
deed undefiled by the world, unspotted by the flesh, doing always that 
which is well-pleasing in His sight. Oh, that our personal godliness 
might make the religion we profess shine resplendent in the parlour or 
the kitchen, in the shop or on the 'change. Let it not suffice us to be 
solemn in our Sabbath assemblies. Our religion is not a thing to be 
taken with our Bibles and hymn-books, but it should be such a matter 
of every-day life that all who know us will understand that we serve 
the Lord Jesus. I have said that God is there, for I am sure He is 
present amongst such a people. I trust no member of this church, or 
indeed of any other Christian church, will have to say-" I too have 
striven thus to honour Him ; but though I do not doubt that He has 
been near me, I knew it not." Oh, my dear brethren! if you cannot 
rejoice in Christ, cease not to sorrow for Christ. One of two things­
either have Him, or never be content till you get Him. Either drink of 
His love every morning, and lean your head upon His breast every 
night, or else go weeping without the light of the Sun, and cry-" Oh! that 
I knew "·here I might firnl Him! that I might come even to His seat !'' 
May G-or1 give you who have not the light of His countenance sacred 
wrestlings that will not let you rest, so that, like the dove which went 
out of the ark, you may never find a place for the sole of your foot till 
you come back again to your blessed Lord and rest in Him. . - . , 

II. And now, dear brethren and sisters, I pass on to observe that 
there have been many places where God certainly was very eminently 
present with us, and we did not kno,v it at the time. We were asleep 
then, hut we have woke np now, and we know all about it, and are led 
to wonder that God should have been so near and yet that we should 
not have perceived it. 

I want to wu.ke up your gratitude for a few minutes; lend me, there­
fore, your ears, and give me your hearts ll'hile I rewind you how near 
G(){l u·I1.• lo sonic qf' you /1,:fim: yon 1cl.'/'I' r:0111:Nftd. You lived without a 
thought of Him-no prayer, no rcpcnttmce, no study of Scripture, and 
yet during tlmt time you were specially guarded by His presence and 
preserved by His goodness. Perhaps n gun burst in your hand, or you 
were nearly lost at sea, or yon were almost run over in the street, or 
you lay sick of a fever, or you livccl in a street where the cholera mowed 
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down so m:my. You had strc1nge esc:tpes, and as you look back upon 
them you can say-" Surely God WJ.S in tlmt place, though I knew it 
not. He must have been there; for He kept me in safeguard until I 
came to Christ for salvation." 

'· Determined to save, He watched o·cr my path, 
When, Satan·s blind slave, I sport€d with death." 

1\Iay I urge some unconverted people he1·c now to ask themselves 
whether this ma,y not be the case with them? I recollect ta,lking one 
day with one of the few men who c.-,<nped in the celebrated charge of 
Balacfava, and he described to me his riding on while his comrades 
reeled from their sad<lles one by one as they ro<le up to the cannon's 
mouth. I could not help taking him with both my hands, and saying, 
"Surely God must have some design of love towards you in having 
spared you under such perilous circumstances, and I do trust that you 
ha.ve given your heart to Him." Surely God is in these remarkable 
deliverances, though men know it not. 

And has there not been a yreat deal besides in our llfe v(fore con i-ersion 
which indicates the handiwork of God? You were, perhaps, put ap­
prentice to a Christian man. It was rather singular that you should 
have gone to live with him, but living in that house was the means of 
your conversion. Your father, perhaps, intended you to have been in 
another position, but a remarkable incident led to your going to that 
place. Some of you here ca.n tra,ce your conversion to falliug in with 
work in a shop where you were first conversed with by a godly com­
rade. A strange Providence brought some of you to London. You 
were born and brought up in the country, and you mtme up to the 
metropolis without any foresight of what would befall you; but God's 
wind was blowing you to the right place where He meant to bless you. 
As I look back upon my ea.rly life I can see that in little things as well 
as great there were interpositions of God on my behalf. Little did you 
,md I think about Him then; but now to-night, as we look back to that 
Bethel which was Luz at the first, we can say-" Blessed he the name 
of the Lord, who was with us when we knew it not !" 

Then, God has been with His people during the time of their con­
viction, when they felt utterly deserted by Him. A soul under a sense 
of sin is little prone to imagine that there can be any shelter for her in 
the goodwill of the Lord. "No," says that soul; "God has forsaken 
me. I feel myself to be so guilty, sunk in shame and irretrievably 
ruined, that God cannot visit me in the dilemma tha,t I now am placed 
in. No, sir, the devil is near me, but God is very far off." Ah ! but 
some of us in taking the retrospect of a like crisis in our experience 
,. ,,n clearly see that God was there, though we knew it not. Soul, you 
h,;_ I never felt the burden of sin unless God had been there. Who 
give.: you spiritaal life enough to perceive it-who, indeed, hut the 
God o~ life ? If the whip of the law stings you and makes you smart, 
there is ,:, discipline in that smart Divinely meted out, for is it not 
w-ritten-·· l kill and I make alive; I wound and I hea.l"? I tell you, 
convinced s, : ,er, the time may come when, instead of thinking your 
present condiL, 1 to be one without Go<l, you will almost wish to go 
ba,ck a,3•tin to it . 0rder tlut you nrny be co:iscious that God is there. 
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Those cuttings of the knife, those sharp dealings with your conscience, 
are the work of the Spirit of God in you, and one of these days you 
will open your eyes like one who awakes from a dream, and say : 
" Surely if ever God did deal with human being He was dealing me; He 
was breaking mo to pieces, tearing me as a lion, making me feel myself 
a lost, ruined, and wretched-a helpless worm, though I diil not know 
it. Surely God was there." 

But how, dear Christian frionc1, since your conversion-how many 
times has God been with you when you have not known it? In great 
troubles that have befallen us, hadst Thou been hero, those would not 
have happened. l'!c thought so, but now in reviewing them we are 
sure that God was then o-nr present Friend. Jacob w,ts in a lonely 
place ; he had no companion, ho must go to his couch alone, and that 
couch must be on the hard ground. But, though he w,,s in dreary 
solitude, far from human hr1bitation, God was with him. Now, you 
were, perhaps, once thus desolate. Friends had forsaken yon. Do you 
recollect when ·you first left home'? You felt as though you could 
cry all that night; you had never been aw>-1y from home before. Or 
do you recollect when your husband died, anu you felt deserted indeed­
cast away in the world. Your burden was heavy, and he thilt had 
hitherto helped you to carry it ·was gone. Or your dear wife was taken 
away, and oh! how bereaved you were ; the world bad not any charm 
or comfort for you. But surely God was in that pface. Do you not 
know it now in looking back? You could .ot believe it then, but now, 
as you revoke the past and remember the fruit of love which sprang 
from that bitter root you tuc compelled to say: "Yes, my God, in all 
my loneliness Thou wert my present Helper." That place where Jacob 
slept was, I should think, as tlangerous as it was dreary. I do not 
doubt but wild beasts were abroad, yet ,Jacob h1id him down ancl slept 
as safely as Solomon did in his curtains. God was in the place to 
protect him. You, too, have p:1ssed through dangers, temporal and 
spiritual. You have hr1d many temptations. Full often your foot 
hath almost gone and your ster,s lrnve well-nigh slipped. How truly, 
beloved, God was in that place, and how cle[1rly yon can now perceive 
it ; lest, haply, had the Lord not been upon your siae when men rose 
up against you they had swallowed you up alive, H8 they that go down 
into the pit; but here you are, amongst the living, to praise God, be 
cause surely He was in that drmuiful 1ilace, though you knew it not. 
When Jacob lay down in that dreary ·waste it was a poor crib to lie 
in. Some of you may have scant fare to-night, but I am sure you arn 
not so badly hosteled as Jacob was, for look at his pillow. It is but a 
stone; that is very hard, and very cold too. There he lay on the earth 
exposed to the heavy dews, the he(lges for 11i., curtains, the skies f<?r 
his canopy, and the soil for his bed, yet for his watchman he had his 
God; that made up for it all. No matter what privations he had to 
endure, God w~s in that place. But to t,pprehencl that Gorl iH with n,-; 
in our poverty 1s not always easy. Do you feel th,tt .J;Ie has cut off the 
scs1,nt portion from Hfo child, aml tlmt He is rnining out the wc1ters, and 
:filling the cup full of bitterness, while your faith ic1 yeb unshaken? But 
if you c;cnnot believe this now yon shc1ll live to see it, and to say: 
"Yes, surnly He was in that place-when I was out of work, when I was 
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htid by with sickness, when my children died one after the other, when 
I had losses in business, when crosses came thick upon one another ; 
I thought He was not there, but now I can look back upon it all with a 
dear assurance that God was in that place."· 

If there be any place in Christian experience where we are apt to 
feel that God is not with us, it is under temporary desertions, when we 
lose the light of His countenance, fail to read our title clear, and cannot 
Hee our signs. But, brethren, God is in that place, as I think I can 
;;how you. ·when a man groa,ns after the presence of God he has 
already drawn near to Him. Whence cometh that vehement desire and 
that eager thirst after God? Why, that anxious longing is prompted 
by the Holy Spirit, who is already in the man who is sighing and 
crying. When you are struggling against temptation yon may be 
sure that God is with you, because if He were not yon woulcl not 
struggle. If God were not with you you would yield to temptation at 
once. When a person is afraid lest he should be guilty of hypocrisy 
you may be quite sure that be is not practising deceit, for no 
hypocrite was ever afraid that he should compass his wilful ends. 
'When a man grieves over his own sinfulness his hatred of sin is a 
proof that God is with him. He would not hate sin unless God had 
given him light. I look upon these disquietudes, which cause some 
believers so much dismay and seem evidences that they are c1eserted of 
the Lord, as the indications of their dwelling near to Grnl and His 
drawing near to them. If rightly estimated they might find solace in 
their solitude. Yes, brethren, on the summit of Tabor, where you see 
your Lord transfigured, He is there, and in the depths of the Valley of 
Humiliation, where you fight with Apollyon and are sorely wounded, 
He is just as much there; perhaps more so, for if He were not your :faith 
had long ago failed in conflict with such a foe, and those fiery darts 
had utterly destroyed your hope. But because He waH there you have 
been enabled to play the man and put the fiend to flight ; because the 
fighting power of Jesus Christ was in you your fingers were taught to 
war ftnd to wield the sword of the Spirit, so that you came off conqueror. 
Surely God has been with us, brethren and sisters, all our journey 
through, even when we have not known it. I do not know whether I 
1,hall speak your view of things; my mvn view, however, is just this, 
as I take a retrospect of my life. Had I been enclowed with infinite 
,visdom to have chosen my own lot, I have no doubt I should have 
chosen just that which has fallen to me. To me God is love. His 
justice and His severity have scarcely cast a shadow over 
His pure and perfect love. He could not have led me better or 
g11iderl me more gently than He has led me. On the whole, with all 
its sadness and sorrows, with all its griefs ancl grievances, the life we 
have lived in the flesh has been the best that could have befallen us. 
Our burdens have been the easiest to bear and our troubles those we 
coulrl most cheerfully tolerate. When sitting the other day with a 
clear ma,n of God, who is afflicted with asthma, and was gasping almost 
every minute for breath, he said to me: " I do not know any other 
complaint that I would willingly take in exchange fo1· this asthma ; it is 
very distressing at times, but I have had it now for twelve years, and 
rather than begin with a new disease, I would prefer to keep on with 
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the one I have got." I could only say to him in reply : "Well ; no­
body knows my cross, nor ca.n anybody estimate its weight as I feel it ; 
and yet were all the people in the Tabernacle to lay their troubles down 
in one pile, and I had to pick my trouble out for myself, I would select 
the very one I have got, for though I am prone sometimes to think that 
it is the most oppressive ;1 man uan be called to endure, yet it fits my 
back.'' Aud so does yours, my dear brother, whosoever you are. Do 
not run away from it ; stick to it ; stand to it; God will help yon 
through it, and you will see in the adapta.tion of the trial to yom· 
strength and to your sanctification that God must have been there 
scheming, anil planning, arnl arranging, so that the trial should bP. 
just such as would be suitable to you; it would not have fitted anybody 
else; but it is j est adapted to your constitution. 

III. And now some of you will be ready to inquire WIIY IT IS THA'f 
. Goo IS so OFTEN WITH us AND WE DO NOT SEE Hi:M. 

I think it is often because God is so unostentati.ou., in ]Ji., goodness. 
Do you know what I mean? When you were a ahild a gentleman gave 
you sixpence; oh, you did think a deal oi that! Why, I recollect at 
this very moment the m:1n that gave me sixpence once, and I think l 
feel grateful to him now; I am sure I do. I recollect what a vivii1 
impression it m<:tde upon my mind, and how it has stamped itself upon 
my memory. \Vell, my father w,ts spending at that time not a Htray 
sixpence, hut pounds every weok, labouring and striving to bring up 
his children respectably, but I do not recollect that he ever mJ.de such 
an impression upon my mirul by the grea,t things ho did for me as 
that stranger dit'l by this one little act. Just so it is with our heavenly 
Father. \Ve are so accustomed to have all our wants suppliec1 tlut W:J 

seem to forget His bounty. You know, there is never so good a house­
keeper as she is who conducts everything with such order anc1 
reguh,rity that her presence is ha.rdly observed, though her absence i3 
speedily clotectod; but while matters proceed smoothly, you nevc.r 
inquire about her, and never think of her. So, God is such a blesse,l 
housekeeper for a-11 His children, that while things go on with an evea 
tenor ancl a Divine economy soms of us arc so foolish as to begin to 
forget that He is so near to us as He really is. Not till tmuble comes, 
like an interruption to om· daily supply, do we ask : "-where is my 
God?" Our heavenly Father does all His good work so quietly, 
i.o habitually, so constantly, without sound of trumpet or beat of drum, 
that very often He is in the place and we sec Him not. 

Another and a more powerful reason is, hec111rne the1·e i,< so much dirt i11 
01tr eyes. We do not see our God bemtuse we have got the world there. 
-when we go into business in this smoky city, and the smoke blinds our 
eyes, we cannot see Him. Oh! that we often washeJ these visual 
organs of ours, so that, as the pure in heart, we should see our God ! 

I think another reason why we do not oftener see the Lord near us is 
because we do not look for Him. We are slow to apprehend that He ca11 
l,e so goorl rts He i.~ to be a/1cays neal' us. Our ideas of God, brethren, 
fall very far short of His real goodness and kindness. I remember 
describing this to you once by a homely figure. A dog comes to you 
when you are dining, puts his paw up, touches your knee, and looks 
in your face. You give him a piece of meat, which he eats directly; 
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he wants no invitation ; he feels it is all 1·ight that his -master should 
give him a scrap or a bone. But suppose you rose up from the ta~le, 
took off the large joint and set it down on the floor before him, 
what would he do? Well, like a good dog, he would stand back; he 
would say to himself, "Master cann<;)t mean that for me; that is too 
much for a dog; ho cannot intend that." And so he would get away 
from it; he would feel that it was too much. Now, we think of God as 
the dog thinks of us. We cannot believe that He really is so good as 
He is, and when He hands to us the great mercy of His daily and 
abiding presence, we start back and say, "Nay, Lord, that cannot be 
meant for me. Can it be that Thou art ever with me ? May I come 
and tell Thee all my little troubles ? Can I be privileged to pour into 
Thy ears all my daily sorrows?'' You think you are only to repair to 
God when a great difficulty surprises you, or when a fierce tempest 
beats upon you. Oh! but it is not so. Ho is a good and gracious God, 
and He is really present with yon, and willing to help you, in every 
time of need. How much better to be like Alexander's friend, to whom 
the king said, "I ,vill reward you in this way; you may go to my 
treasurer and ask for what you like." So away he went, and applied 
for a hundred thousand talents of gold. The treasurer looked >Lt him 
and objected that it was too large an amount, and he would not pay it. 
It was an enormous sum of money to demand, but when it was referred 
to Alexander he said, "Well, I tol<l him I would give him whatever he 
asked. He seems to have very la-rge ideas of Alexander; let him have 
it. It may be a gre:1t thing for him to receive, but it is not too great 
for Alexander to give." When the Lord blesses us with great promises 
He will give us large bounties if we will but open our mouths wide, for 
we are not straitened in Him, we arc straitened in our own bowels. 
The Lord grant us grace, then, to look for His presence, and when we 
do so we shall often see Him where hitherto we have not discernec1 
Him. 

IV. Now I shall close, dear friends, by just INCULCATING UPON YOU 

ON,J OR TWO CHRISTIA', D<J"TIES. 

And one is this. A:; now in looking back into the past you can see 
that God has been with you1 even when you di<l not know it, praise God, 
pmi."' Him to-night. Praise Him particularly to-night because you are 
in -arrears. You did not 11raise Him when He was with you; you did 
not know He was there.; now make up for it. Think of the many tinies 
when the mercies came in at the back door and you clid not know who 
sent them; you have now found out in looking back where they did 
come from. ,Yell, now magnify His name, do give Him double honour 
to-night. Praise Him. Those who do not praise God are like the 
heathen; those who do praise Him are like the angels. There is no 
prayer from saints in he11ven, there is constant praise. Let us be full 
of praise. Oh! let not our God who made us to glorify Him be 
dcfrnm1ed of the grateful homage that is justly due to His blessed 
name. Be much in praise. It really is shocking that so many of us, 
who are constant in our prayers night and morning, should so often 
live by the week togetheI' ·without praise. Is not praise as necessary, 
nnd is not praise as comely, as prayer ever c1tn he? Oh! for daily 
praise t Let it he offered to our blessed God as the spontaneous tribute 
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of grateful hearts. As in the past Go'tl was with you and you did not 
know it, depend upon it He fa with you to-night tho1tqh yoit do not kno1c it. 
Perhaps you have come here with a heavy heart; many such sorrowing 
souls frequent our week-night services. Goi is here with you, and He 
is saying to you, " Fear not, I am with thee ; be not dismayed. I 
am thy God ; when thou passest through the river I am with thee ; 
the floods shall not overflow thee; when thou goest, through the fire 
thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kincUe upon thee." 
Take care that you do not repeat your f01·mer mistakes. You thought 
God was not near, but He was; now believe that He is with you, and, 
in the future, when the dark days come one after the other, and the 
long and dreary winter that is withering your temporal circumstances 
seems as if it never would yield to a blessed spring of comfort, 
hope on still. Hold to it that God is with you in the furnace, 
with you in the tempest, with you in all difficulties and all 
dilcmm:1s, and still trust Him when you cannot trace Him, and magnify 
and bless Him. lf the blossoms should be blasted from the fig trees, 
11ml the vines should not yield their fruit, aml flocks and herds Rhould 
die, still magnify the name of the Lor<l. To do this we shall want 
more than hum,m strength, but more than human strength is promised, 
for has He not said, "I will send you another Comforter, who shall 
abide with you for ever"? In the power of that blessed Comforter 
praise God for t,he p,1st and go on rejoicing for the future. 

Go:i in His infinite mercy voucl.:tsafc that any here present who 
have never seen Jesm, may recollect that He is wherever there is a 
pra,yerfol mind, that Ho is wherever there i8 &ny one who will cast 
himself at His feet; if you trust Him Jesus is yours. You have not 
to climb to heaven to fiml Him, nor to dive into the depths. He is 
dose to you, near yon, only trust Him. Gol help yon to realise that 
the Lord is in this place, and to recorcl your vow,i to Him. Amen. 

JOH.N"CA.RTER'S GOOD NAME, 
AND HOW HE WON IT. 

CHAPTER X. 

THERE can he no doubt whatever 
that, a~ Eng\i,,hmeo, we have much 
to be th mldul for. We dwell in 
what is couve11tiona1!y called •' a 
Christian land.'' Uhnrches and 
chapels abotrnd, Bibl8~ are sold 
at a nominal price. New Testa­
ments may be had for twopence 

-e ,eh. Home mi,sionari;;s visit the 
poor. Christian charities are in-

augnrated in almost every town and 
place. And, in n~auy othH respects, 
our national privil~ge~ are great 
indeed. We certainly live in a 
favoured com1try· and in ao en­
liu-htened age. But this freely 
g-~,lllted, what, after all, iB the 
chief question of the Christian 
Church in th,'1 present day 1 What 
is that q,1estion which,_ above ~11 
vthers, is marle the subject of d1s­
c11s,ion at CnrietiH.n conferences, 
aud which has to be debated over 
and over again, as if, notwith­
standing all the contt·oversies of 
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the past, the euigma has yet to be 
~olved? That question is simply 
this-" How are we to reach the 
,11a.~ses .?" The frequeut repetition 
nf this question evidently implies 
that as yet, to any noteworthy ex­
tent at least, the masses have not 
been reached. Though we have 
had eighteen centuries d Chris­
tiauity, the mas~es are stilt outside 
the Christian fold. TIie numbers 
that go to no place of worship in 
our cit,i~s, towns, and villages, and 
that live and die in the grossest 
ignorance and darkness, are so 
great, that the thought. may well 
nearly cause the heart of the Chris­
tian philanthropist to break, Drunk­
enness is the national curse. Pro­
fanity ahounds. Scepticism is on 
the increase. Pi-inciple is at a 
discount. Man is at war with his 
fellow man. Sabbath dPsecrat.ion 
and Sabbath labour are rife. Long 
cherished beliefs are being sapped 
and undermined. Commerce is 
rotten. Ruinous strikes and un­
wise combinations are fast clriviug 
trade to foreign countries and 
,tarving mothers and children en 
wu,,e. And the love of Iuxnry 
and selfish pleasure abonnrls in well­
nigh every class of society to such 
an extent as to be sappi□g gradually 
the vital energies of the nation. 
Let not the reada think that we 
are saying too much or pai1,ting 
the picture in too dark colours. 
We have only to open our eyesau<l 
look around us to come to the con­
clusion that if we would do good in 
any humble measure we mast make 
np our miuds to battle in God's 
strength with the most appalling 
evils. As it was in the days of the 
Lord.Jesus so itis in our days. Now, 
as then, "the multitudes faint, are 
scattered abroad, and are ail sheep 
having no shepherd." Now,aa then, 
the millions are '' without, hope and 
without God in the world." And 

uow, as then, as '' the harvest is 
great and the labourers are few," 
there is as much need as ever for 
Christian people on every harnl to 
lift up to the God of heaven the 
earnest agonising prayer that He 
will be graciously pleased to '' send 
fort,h labourers into His harvest." 

In tbis qarrative we have endea­
voured thus far to show what one 
earnest Christian man, with but a 
limited education and ordina1·y 
talent~, could accomplish by simply 
aiming, under the inflneuce of a 
spirituul mind, to '' do what he 
could." He had often heard the 
ques·ion put, "How are we to 
reach the masses?" and, as we have 
sepn, he had made it a matter of 
personal application by asking him­
self repeatedly, "Ilo11" am I to do 
it!'' His common sense told him 
that if the work was to be done at 
all it must be done by individual,<, 
and not merely by collective agen­
cies; and that, therefore, as a 
Christian man, he himself was 
responsible for doing his own share 
of it-. And he thought that, in his 
own humble way, so far as regarrled 
himself, he had aatisfactorily solved 
the question. 

" If," said he to a friend, "I am 
to reach the masses, I mnst go to 
"em. As I said at the public meet­
ing, they won't con,e to me; they 
won't come to my own or any other 
place of worship; they wou't come 
of the1Melves to Christ; so I must, 
l:ke the Master Hiruself, who "1NJlf 

about doin!f good,'' go about too, 
:rnd try iu the same way to dn the 
same thing. If I can get at 'em in 
their homes or in the streets, or 
wherever they are to b~ founrl, and 
then talk to 'em, and try in all ways 
to win 'em for Christ, why then I 
shall have reach~d 'em. It seems 
to me a simple thing, afttr all, to 
get the question practically an­
swered, at least so far as I am 
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concerned, and it only needs the 
disposition, and the time, and the 
pluek to do it.." 

Taking this view, J" ohn Carte1·, 
in the course of time, found out 
another method of reaching the 
people. He hacl already reached 
not a few in their homes, when it 
struck him that he might in a cer­
tain way also reach a large number 
out of doors. He had often ob­
served on the Lord's-day, as he 
wended his way to chapel, the vast 
quantity of men and women, and 
specially of young men, who loi ! ered 
about tbe streets and corners and 
t-he doors of p11blic-houses, looking 
as if they had nowhere to go and 
harl nothing tu do. Conld he not- rlo 
something on their behalf to lead 
them to tbe Saviour 1 He thougl1t 
he might at a11y rate do a littlP, 
and was much encouraged in think­
ing so by ,·eading the following 
interesting fact:-

01Je Sunday afternoon an intel­
ligent lad in the metropolis was out 
taking a walk. Happening to pass 
through Trafalgar-square, he saw a 
gentleman engaged in the distribu­
tion of tracts. As he looked on, 
the gentleman accosted him and 
placed a tract in his hand. But 
he did not stop there ; he also 
kindly invited the youth to accom­
pany him to his own place of wor­
ship - the Hon. Baptist Noel's 
chapPl in John-street, .Bedford row. 
The lad at once complied ; went 
with the gentlem,n, heard the Word 
preached with pleasure, and was 
invited to come again. And to his 
newly-found frie1 1d's delight, be did 
come again ; Lhe g,·1,tlnn;i.n taking 
care not only to give him a hearty 
welcome but also to see that he was 
accommodated with a seat. It was 
nut loug before this youth became 
a wember of the large Bible class 
conrlucted by that useful servant 
of Christ and lover of young men, 

John R,Jberts, and also a member 
of the church. Then, step by step, 
he became a preacher of the Gospel 
and a noted evangelist, whose inde­
fatiaable labours made him the in­
stni"'ment of winning hLmdreds to 
Chri8t. It was in this way that 
Mr. Kirton, one of the agents of 
the Young Men's Christian Asso­
ciation, was made the honoured 
instrnment of leading the well­
known Henry Varley to seek the 
Lord ; and if he had achieved no 
other conquest in connection with his 
outdoor labours but this one as the 
result of his life's work, he would 
have felt himself amply rewarded 
for the self-denying efforts that he 
bad put forth. 

Encouraged by the perusal of 
thid pleasiug case, John Carter got 
a number of small handt>ills printed 
about four or five inches square, 
which gave a kind invitation to the 
receiver to attend his own place of 
worship ; and on which were also 
inscribed three or four passages of 
Scripture that pointed· out clearly 
man's sinful condition anrl the way 
of salvation. These he used in the 
following manner. Leaving bis 
home on the Lord's-day ev1ming 
half an hour before service time 
with a dozen or score of his hand­
bills, which he c"'rried boldly in 
one hand, he would come upon 
small irroups or single persol.is who 
were loitering about, and, accosting 
them in kind tones, iuq uire first 
if they had anywhere in particular 
to go. Generally receiving an an­
swer in the negative, lie would 
then present bis handbill, asking 
them to come with him. "Here," 
said he, '' is an invitation for you 
to come to our chapel, where you 
will be sure to hear something good. 
l've got a nice seat free for you, 
and it is well supplied with hymn­
books and Bibles, so that you may 
be made quite comfortable. What 
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do you say? Will you come with 
me and hfar the Gospel 1 Don't 
you think it will be better tbim 
loitering about the streets 1" It 
was curious to note the variety of 
replies that he received. The ex­
cuses of course were numerous. 
Some treated the invitation with 
contempt, and other;, aR a g-ood 
joke. SomP thot1ght that tbey weTe 
"not dre•sed well enot1gh" to enter 
a place of worship, aud on that 
account did not waut to be looked 
upon as sperkled birds; but pro­
mised that when thev had bPtter 
clothes thev won Id ~ome Some 
were speci~lly anxious to lem·n 
whether there was "likely to be 
a collection," a~, if so, they had 
nothing to give. Not a few put 
him off hy d·Pclining to come that 
night, b11t promising to coll!e on 
some other. OccaRio1rnJly he would 
alight on some bold secnl,u·ist or 
hlaspho>ming atheist, wlv, took the 
opportunitv of reviling God's ,vurrl, 
or chaJlpncrincr I, iru to a debate on the 
truthfulne-s, ~f Christianity. Some­
times fast vnnn~ meu wonld pn·­
petrate a pitifnl joh by ask'ug him 
in return if he woulrl talrn a glasR 
with them at the Rlack Auge], or 
Rome other public-house or low· 
heershop; anrJ then with mock 
,,o!iteness or hoist<'rous mPnirnent 
11.Rsure him that'' if he would not 
go with them they wot1ld not go 
with him." In a few illstanc"s hi~ 
hills W<'re torn np hefore his fac~ Hnd 
Rnattere<l to the wiri<ls, bnt we are 
iiappv to record, for the credit even 
of fallen hnmanitv, that these c·ases 
-were very rare, As a rule, wh .. ther 
the invitations were <leclined or 
accepted, their rlistribui,,r was 
treated with a measure of respect ; 
1,nd often the worst cha.ractp1·s gav~ 
l,im to understand that tl1ey in­
wardly appreniated his efforts thus 
to vet at them and promote their 
w~ll.tr-,-. 

Tl1ere wa~, however, a brighter­
side than this to lo(,k at. Few 
Sunday evenings pas~ecl away with­
out John Carter bei11g seen to 
usher politely into his va,·ant pew 
one or more of these street ram­
blers that he liacl been pl'ivilegecl 
to capture. His plan was to work 
on so far as time would allow until 
he had reachPd this point ; then 
directly he had by kind persuasfon 
wo11 any over, without keeping 
them waiting by attPrupting to 
~ai11 others, he would proceed im­
mediately witb them to his place 
of worsbip. Then directly they 
~at down in the pew lie handed 
them the books ; if nece,;;ary, found 
for them the hymns and chapters, 
11oted how they seemed to feel 
during the service, and, at the 
close, shooli: hands with them and 
gave them a cordial invitation to 
come again the next Sunday. The 
re~ult was that he came iu contact 
with iwme who had rarely been ;n 
a plaee of wol'>hip befor .. in their 
lives; with others who we1·e back­
sliders; and with a grtorlly numbe1· 
who oulv needed such kir;d of in­
vitation and h ... lµ to come a1,d liste11 
to the glad tidmgs of Halvatiou. 
Some were thus anestcd who werP 
as ignonmt as heathens, aw-J could 
r,ot have answered the .. imple .. t. 
question which a te,icber might 
liave put to a S11nday-sd10, ,J schGlar. 
Othern, in dt>ep trouble aud wrapped 
iu dark desp,iir, were seriously con­
templating deeds of crime, and 
evt'n suic'de. In one inttr·esting 
cahe he was thns led to rescue a 
promising young man from ruin 
and to prevail npon h,m to returu t,; 
his frin,ds and respectable society. 
Au,!, to crown all, he fouud, in 
several cases, that th., read iug of 
the te":ts on his handbill had been 
made a lllfanR of blesgina to souls· 
,md th,,t some from h;inrr thu; 
dri.wn to attend the lwuse ~f God 
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occa8ir,nally, after a while attended 
habituall_y, and became sincere con­
verts. And, as if this were not 
enough, the Lord gave him more 
fruit i,till, for, in the course of time, 
a few other young men, encouraged 
by his snccess, copied his , xample, 
and ultimately founded a Young 
Men's Evangelistic Association, 
which, in scattering abroad Gospel 
tracts ond invitations, and holding 
open-air meetings, succeeded in in­
ducing- many to )Pave the broad . 
road that was fast leadincr them to 1 

destruction, to walk rnfely in the 
narrow way that leadeth unto life 
eternal. 

(To be continued.) 

CALLING THE LAMBS. 

BY WALTER J. MATHAlllS. 

"Give attendance to reading." 
TIMOTHY iv.13. 

BY your astonished looks I can see 
that you did not know there was 
such a text in tlie Bible as this. 
Yet tliere is, for it wa,; written 
by the Apostle Paul to a young rnau 
JJamed Timothy. This yonng man 
had been converted under the 
Apostle's pt'eaching, and was after­
wards ordained to be a preacher of 
the Gospel himself. St. Palll 
always felt a great interest iu him, 
and was constantly giving him good 
advice and wise couusel. The few 
words we have chosen to-day ar,a 
among the wisest he ever sent to 
him. The first meaning- we must 
give to them is, that Tfmotl,y was 
required to read the Scriptures to 
the people that rejoiced in his 
ministr.v, and that he was to pay 
very great attention to this part of 
his duty. But many wise men tell 
us that we can also take the words 

to be an exhortation to ScripturP 
reading in private, and to reading 
in general. 

First of all, then, I win speak to 
you about reading the ScriplureA, 
and theu of reading other kind, of 
books. 

Tbe Bible is the wisest, truest, 
noblest book in the whole 
world. He who reads it well may 
also become wise, and r,rue, and noble. 
It was wriUen by God, that me1, 
might learn to love Him, aud to bP 
like Him. It teaches us t,he secret 
of making this life both happy and 
useful, and enal,les us to look for­
ward to the lifo which is to comt> 
without a fear. It is a book for aH 
meu, of all cla8ses and conditions. 
The wise ones of the earth may 
come to it and return wiser thau 
they came. The good may admire 
its blessed precepts and examples, 
aud henceforth be far better in 
heart and life. The poor may for­
get their poverty as they learu from 
its sacred pi.ges that only those 
are rich who are "poor in spit it." 
The_ saddened and afflicted may 
lighten their burdens if they take to 
themoelves its te1,der consolati01:s. 
The Jying 111ay cast away their 
fears, a,, they breathe out their last 
moments, humbly restiug on its 
sweet promises of mercy. It is the 
Book for us all, and i,i titter! to help 
us in all the dutieB, difficultie~, aml 
disasters of life. The child who 
will read it. shall lay the fouudaiion 
of a bright future. The young man 
who makes it the guide of his 
youth shall be stronger than 
temptation. The old man who has 
le,,rnt its lessons well shall find his 
last days crowded with blessings. 
he~t of all-it is to those who will 
make it so, the Book of eternal 
life. Children, let me press you, with 
all earnestne~s, to read it; you wili 
never regret doing so. I havp 
never yet heard of any O1ie 1 wh<> 
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said in death, " I wish I had never' 
read the Bible." But on the other 
hand I have heard of many who 
thanked God tha.t thev chose it for 
their counsellor. Re~1Pmber this, 
he who nedects his £ible, insults 
his God and robs his own so11l. Do 
not be a coward, a11d refuse to read 
it because some will lau,h at you 
and call you a saint. If they were 
not utterly fooli•h they would not 
laugh at you. Wise men of eve•y 
age set us the example, and tell us 
that we cannot do better than read 
it ; Paul the Apostle constantly 
studied it. Luther, when he had 
found it in the Universitv of 
Erfort, spent the rest of hi~ life 
in learning its soul-saving truths, 
and in proclaiming them to his 
fellow meo~ John Hufis loved it so 
well that he died for it ; so did 
Hugh Latimer and Nicholas Ridley. 
John Bunyan read it over and over 
again while he was shnt up in his 
prison cell at. Bedford. Hedley 
Vicars always keptitopcn in his tent, 
and dared to show his love for it 
amongst men who treated it with 
scorn, So you see, tbat those who 
have done the most good in the 
world were its constaut readers. 
Do as they did, and be bra.Ve 
enough to keep it open though the 
mocking laug-h of folly bid you 
to close it. R .. ad it ofteu. Read it 
slowly. Read it prayerfully. R .. ad 
it with a desire to do whatsoever it 
command~ you. 

To the little ones who are here, 
let me say that the B,ble is the 
most wonderful story book they 
can read. In the tales of the 
Arabian ~ights, the otor_f ofa youIJg 
man is told, who was shut up in a 
great palace. Day after da.y he 
wandered down the long passages, 
and up the tower steps, but saw no 
way of escape. At last he dis­
covered a door and found t.he key 
which opened it. In a moment the 

door flew back, and he stood on the 
threshold almost bli □ ded by the 
brilliant scene before him There 
was nothing but gold and precious 
stones in the room which be was 
entering. But when you open the 
Bible, there are bett.er thiug~ than 
that to see. It is like swinging 
back the door of heaven, for 
through the .Bible we c~ n behold 
the glorie3 of the City of Gori, and 
watch the angels flying to aa,l f:o, 
and admire the beautifol white 
throne wh,;reon the Lord Himself 
doth sit to hear the songs of the 
redeemed ; here also we may stand 
in the Garrlen of Erlen, and see 
what the world was like before 
there was any sin. and when there 
were no graves. Then we may go 
and watch .the animals enter the 
Ark, and afterwards hear the de­
scending flood as it comes to drown 
maukind. Then we may stand upon 
the plain where Jacob s! .. eps, and 
see the angels of God desceuding to 
comfort the heart of the weary 
wanderer. Then we may be 
present when Joseph's cruel 
brothers lower him down into the 
dark pit. Afterwards we may 
walk a.long the bauks of the Nile 
and listeu to the baliy cry of Moses, 
as his little cradle floats among the 
rushes. Then we may keep by his 
side all the long forty yea.rs' journey 
through the wilderness and see the 
manna fall from heaven, and watch 
the people come out of their tents 
to g,1ther it. We may go into 
Canaan with Joshua; tend sheep 
with David, and see him crowned. 
We may stand by the fire and 
watch the three Hebrew youths as 
they praise their God in the midst 
of its burning heat ; a1,d m,iy keep 
Daniel company while the "hungry 
lions roar around him. Oh this 
is a wonderful stor,v book, but the 
sweetest story of all that it con­
tains is, 
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" The old. old story of Jesus and His 
love.',-

There is nothinir better than that. 
It telb ns of God's mercy, and of 
Hi~ desire that we all should be 
saved ; it tells us, that if we will 
only come to Hirn we shall find 
rest and peace. Read this story 
"'gain ,md again, dear children. Go 
to the mauger at Bethlehem and 
worship Jesus. Go with them 
over the se<1 of Galilee and hear 
those strange but ble,sed words, 
which calmed the bursting st.urm, 
" PeacP, be still." SLt down with 
the people when He breaks the five 
loaves, and watch their wonderiug 
looks as He feeds them. Be with 
Hicn when He heals the sick, the 
fame, the deaf, the blind ; and 
raises the dead. Be near Him 
when all f"r,ake Him; watch HLm 
when He dies, and remember that 
He han;.(~ u1-1on the cross and wears 
the crown of thorns for you. If 
you can only understand the story 
of the cross, J our life shall be blessed 
for evermore. You may understand 
it, if you will only believe in your 
own simple way that He died for 
you. 

Now, as the time has passed 
away so swiftly, let me give you a 
little advice on geHeral reading. 

Read the best books of the best autlwrs, 
This i:; a wise plan. It will save 

you very much labour, and pre­
serve you from many errors. I do 
not mean that you are not to read 
any1hiug which is written by those 
who are not grt'at, but as a general 
rule read the best-a good book 
containing riches which will adorn 
your lif., with true glory. Gather 
the precious jewels of wisdom, and 
let your mind and heart be the 
storehouses of tn1th. Learn from 
them to be wise yourself, and to 
teach others wisdom. A book is 
useful to us according as it makes 

us useful. If a man has read all 
the bouks in Christeudom, and 
canuot <lo something to benefit the 
race, that man's reading is vain. 
Read, then, more eamest.ly, with the 
view to serve God bet.ter, and help 
your brother. 

Read a good bool;overand over again. 
He is a clever man who can 

uudersland a good book at one 
readiug. Such a man never was 
born ; for a good book every time 
it is read will reve<1l fresh beauties 
to those who bave read it before. 
It is not the n"m her of books which 
we read that will mal.e u~ wise, but 
the few good ones which we go 
through again an,I again. Master 
every book before you finally put 
it aside; 1.hat i, my advice. 

Read slowly, and give more time to 
thinking than to reading. 

Book8 are helpful according as 
thev make us think for ourselves. 
And we sh ,II not be able to think 
for ourselves unless we give our­
selves time to thoroughly grasp the 
thoughts of the writer. I have 
known lads whnse only pride in 
reading was to do it faster than 
any one else. That was utter folly. 
The slowest reader makes the 
brightest thinker. You may not 
get to the castle of fame so quickly 
by this means, but you will bring 
more true wor1.h when you arrive, 
than those who have gone along 
faster than you have. 

Read a bad book-NEVER. 
If you should have one given you, 

hurn it. Do nut read it yourself, 
and place it entirely out of the 
reach of anybody else. If oace you 
read it, the evil impression which 
it makes will never \e,ive you till 
death. It is a red-hot iron, which 
brands the heart with disgrace. In 
my early days, a book of this kind 
came into my hanrls. I read it­
and all the years which have passed 
between that time and now I have 
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spent in trying to blot out the 
memory of its badness, but I can­
not do it. Tears will not wash it 
away, uor repentance. Ouly Gnd 
can do this, and, blessed be His 
name, He will clear a way the trace of 
all our misdeeds when we go home 
to Him wasbecl in the blood of the 
Lamb. Re wise in your youth. 
Cast the evil thing from you at 
once, and only read that which is 
good, 80 that you may learn to be 
cood too. 
·· Some other day we will have ll, 

long-er talk about bookA, but in the 
meanwhile let ns follow the Apostle 
1:'aul'~arlvice and,'' Give attendance 
to reading." 

Preston. 

ASSURANCE. 

BY THOMAS HENSON. 

ASSURANCE ! What is that 1 '' In 
theology, security with respect to 
future bappine8s, or acceptance with 
God," so say the dictionaries. Paul 
expresses it thus, '' I know whom l 
have beliend, 11nd am persuaded 
that He is able to keep that which 
I have committed nnto Him against 
that day." What could John New­
ton mean when he sang:-

'Tis a point I long to know, 
Oft it causes anxious thought, 
Do I love the Lord or no; 
Am I His, or am I not ? 

Dear good man, he has gone up 
above now, and left off sill!!:iug 
that, having been led by the Lord 
whom his heart did love, into the 
"banqueting room," to sit uu­
disturbedly under " the banner of 
eternal love." l am not at all dis­
posed to repeat "Billy Dawson's"' 
parody uporr the above lines. He 
-and John Newton were both intense 
lovers of ,J esns, but they were of 

widely different mental tempera­
ments, and learned Divine things in 
two widely differing human schools. 
This may acco1mt for Billy's parody 
upou John's Karcliphonia. 

llut the assurance of our eternal 
security in Christ J esns is not a 
matter of mental temperament, or 
of human schooling ; they may 
affect it, but its source and attain­
ment are independent of them. We 
must listen to the teachiugs of the 
Divine Spirit, not to the breathings 
of human experience. "What then 
saith the Scriptures about it 1 

Three forms or degrees of it are 
mentioned. Paul has a conflict of 
anxious desire and prayer for saints 
in Colosse, "That their hearts might 
be comforted, being knit tog<'ther 
in love, and unto all riches of the 
full assurance of understanding, to 
the acknowledgment of the mystery 
of Gud, even of the Father and of 
Christ.'' He tells the Hebrews 
that "God is not unmindfal of the 
work and labour of love" of His 
people, and desires that they will 
eve1·y one of them show the same 
diligence to the full assurance of 
hope unto the end. And having 
told them that they have a good 
aud most gracious High Prie,st over 
thf' house of God, he exhorts them 
to draw uear, with a true beart, in 
the full assurance of faith, having 
their hearts sprinkled from an evil 
couscience, and their bodies washed 
with pure water. The sum of 
these passages seems to be this :­
Have such a full, rich, and wealthy 
understanding of the doctrine8 of 
Christ, as shall produce. a settled 
conviction, an un<listurbed per­
suasion of the truthfolnessof them ; 
this will be a fully assured faith, 
and this will give such stability and 
brightness to your deisires and ex­
pectations of all that is offered to 
yon in Christ Jesus, as shall amount 
to the rich abounding assura.uce of 
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hope. Now just examine these 
passages, arnl you will see that the 
assurance of understa!}di,,g i8 linked 
nn the one hand with "bein" knit 
tos.:ether in love;" and on the°other, 
1vith the "acknowled,nuent of the 
mystery of God!' i.e., ·a courag:eons 
profession of godliness before the 
world. Yon will see that the assur­
ance of faith lives upon the ve1·y 
precionB truth that ,Jesus is our 
all an,! ir1 all, our I-liS!h Priest 
before God; and that so living 
upon tiie folne~s of Uhrist, it 
is attend~d by a sanctifi~d, hnly 
heart and lift>. You will see 
that the assurauce of hope is em­
banked on the oue side by diligent 
mini,;tering to the saints in the 
name of God, and on the other by 
an energetic p0r.severance, th rouirh 
faith and p,ttieuce, to the inheritance. 

There is 011e sweet let.ter in the 
New Testament which seems to 
have been written sp!>c'ally for snch 
,,s are desirons to enj()y this as•mr­
:cnce, I mean the first Epistle of 
,John. It sets forth most dis,i11ctly 
the means bv which this bled'edness 
may b<1 att~iued. The following 
are some of its precious teachings. 
"Hereby we know that we know 
Him, if we kt•ep lfoi command­
ments."" \Vhoso keepeth His word, 
in Him verily is the love of God 
perfected; hereby know we that we 
are in Him." "Ye have an unc,ion 
from the Holy One, and ye know 
all things:" and, consequently, ye 
know your own salvation in Him. 
By '' abiding in Christ, we obtain 
rionfidence in the day of God." "We 
know that we have passecl from 
death unto life, because we lovi> the 
brethren" "By loving, not in 
empty profrssion, but in substantial 
and hearty truthfulness, we know 
t1:iat we are of the troth, and shall 
assure our hearts before Him"-and 
"nee mnr~: '' Hereby we know that 
Heabideth in us, by the Spirit which 

lle bath given nnto us." All the 
passageR quoted frllm Paul and 
from John show to us that the 
f,eliever's enjoyment of Divine 
assurance is, some way or other, 
connected. with hfa own obedieuce 
to Divine prec~pts. 

fa it so, then, that assurance is 
th,; frnit of Ollr obedience aud good 
doing 'I No, it is a water-spring in 
the soul. Christ, with His tini~hed 
work, is its fountain. The heart, 
living in love, and lovingly obedient, 
c"rnes to understind more and 
more, by Divine teaching, the in­
finite foluess there is i,1 th;,t liuished 
work; and faith, ever feeding on 
such heavenly food, :rnci SD li,ing in 
the light of Hici co11nte11ance, like 
the eagle's eye becomes increasingly 
accnscomed to such heavenly light, 
takin.c( higher an,! yet higher flights 
into its transcendeut glory ; while 
hope, the calm and silent passion of 
the sonl-the first to cheer, and the 
last to <l<'spair,-a~ an anchor, enters 
into Christ as its sure h,,!,ling­
ground, fastening the spirit to the 
promise of God on whom he is fixed, 
and to heaven whid1 he dt>sires, 
just as a ship is fasteued to the 
ground on which her sheet-anchor 
is dropped-but with infinitely 
grPater security. Assnrance can 
fiud no holdin,(-grouml in us, our 
frames and feelings and general 
experience are loose sands, ever 
drifting: Christ alone is the sure 
liolding-ground. Make your per­
somtl interest :n election the object 
of assurance, and how will you 
attain to it 1 By the process indi­
cated above. Thus Paul kuew the 
election of the Thessalonians, by 
"remembering tlieir work ?f faith 
~nd la.hour of love, and panence of 
hope in the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
the eight of tfo'.I." Aud thus he 
u, ged the Uolossians, a,; "the elect 
of God, holy aml belowd, to pot on 
buweis of mercief, kindness, hum-
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bleness of mind, meekness, long­
sufferi11g, forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another, even as 
Cln·ist forgave them." Lwe and 
obedience are not the grounds of 
a11surance, but if you are seeking it, 
you cannot dispense with them. 
Look at yonder river: would ,ou 
suppose its bed and bauks to be it~ 
source 1 No, its headspriug is far 
away among the hills; but without 
its bed and banks, would it be that 
river 1 So your assuranc" is a quiet 
river, fl0wi11g in your heart, of 
which Uhrist, the rock which fol­
lowed Israel, and follows him still, 
is the perennial spring. What then 
shall wo> say of this '' keeping of 
the commandments-this perfecting 
of (:od's love-this unction froru 
the Holy One-this love of the 
brethre11-this loving indeed and of 
a truth-thfa forgiving and fol'l,ear­
ing one with another 1'' Because 

these are not the riven rock out of 
which the river springs, shall we 
reject them as the appoint7d 
banb bet,ween which God has said 
it shall flow in our souls? I know 
not which is the greater folly, 
franaht with the saddest results, to 
look "to these thing• without Christ, 
or to look to Him, while we wilfully 
neglect them. That was a true 
saying of good Thomas Brooks. 
"If you would attain to itssurance, 
then you must mind your work 
more than your wages, yon must be 
better at obevin"' than at disputing, 
at doing anct" walking, th,m at tal~­
ing and wrangli .. g. As,urance 1s 
heavenly wages, which Christ gives 
not to loiterers, but to holy 
labourers. Though no man merits 
assurance by obedience, yet God 
usually crowus ol,edience with 
assurance.'' 

Long Buel,by. 

OR, 

A GLIMPSE OF CHRIST FOR EACH SUNDAY IN THE YEAR. 

BT W. POOLE BALFERN. 

CHRIST A REFUGE. 

FoR OCTOBER 5TH, 

" The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower."-Prov. xviii. 10. 

Tm,: Psalmist declares that th" name 
of the Lord is a strong tow.-r, anc! 
that the righteous rnn into it and 
are safe; and we know that the 
name of our God is Jehovah Jesus, 
and thst He is the refuge of His 

· people It is written that He that 
a hid et h in the secret place of the 
:\fost High shall abide under the 
shadow of thfl Almighty, and 
we know that He who wa,i once 

despiso>d and rej,.cted of men, all<l 
who was hidden from ~the world, is 
the refnge of His own people, 
where, sheltered beneath His 
merits, they find pf\ace, r.-st, and 
protection from all the storms of 
guilt, sorrow, and Ullrest, which 
beat with pitil.-ss fury upon an un­
believing world; and those who thu.;i 
b_y faith find and r .. aJize the pre­
sence of Chriqt by faith, kuow that 
the name of God i~ in Him; tht 
If e, as their Prophet., Priest, autl 
King, is possessed of all the Di­
vine perfection~, and enter experi­
mentally into the meaning "f the 
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grand old words, " And a Man shall 
be a hidiug-place from the wind, a 
covert fruu the tempest; as rivers 
of water in a ,Jry place, am! the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land.'' This bles~ed Ruck projects 
its shadow vast and deep all round 
the universe of God, and broken­
hearted men and women can find it 
by faith and prayer everywhere. 
0 my soul, wbatever storms may 
beat upon thee, abide beneath this 
Rock, for here ouly thou wilt find 
protection and peace, and those 

. rivers of Divine love and grace 
which will supply all thy needs, and 
revive, cheer, and refn·sh thee iu 
the parched places of this world's 
wilderness. 

CHRIST A FOUNTAIN. 

FOR OCTOBER 12TII. 

"In that day there shall be a fountain 
opened to the house of David and to 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and 
for uncleanness." -Zech. xiii. I. 
,J\THA'I' a fountain we have here for 
sin aud uncl~anness ! And what a 
deal it eo~t God to open it, even 
the gift of His own Son, and that 
Son the blood of His heart, to fill 
it. Who but God could have pro­
vided it, and who but Himself 
could have opened it 1 Thid was 
indeed the work of God. Heuce 
says the proµhet, "It pleased the 
Father to brnise Him and pnt Him 
to grief; and when THOU shalt 
make His soul an offering for sin, 
He shall s,•e His aeed, and the plea­
s11re of the Lord shall pro~per in 
His hands." 0 how numberless 
are our sins, and how deep the de­
pravity which could only be re­
moved by the blood of the Son of 
God 1 By His snfft'riugs and death 
Christ has become a fountain of 
merit now to all who approach Him 
in faith ; for His blood, saith 

the Apostle, cleanset.h from all sin; 
a fountain of peace which no storm 
of felt guilt can remove; a fouutain 
of purity; for, from His wounded 
side flows not only the blood which 
cleanseth our gnilt, lmt rhose living 
waters of the Spirit's inft,1t-,i,c• and 
grace which save the soul from the 
love and dominion of sin, a11d lead 
it to desire and seek to become holy 
even as God is holy. 0 blessed 
fountain, opened ou Calvary, and fed 
by a 8pring which c>tn n<'ver ,iie­
even by the Spirit of Go<l-spriug up 
in our souls to quicken aud revive; 
refresh and make fruitful ev~n unto 
death, ao that we may indeed realise 
thP truth of Christ's own words, 
"Whosoever driuketh of the water 
I shall give him, he shall never 
thirst; bot the water that I shall 
give hirn shall be in him a fou11tain 
of living waters springiug up into 
everlasting life." 

CHRIST A SHIELD. 

Fon. OcTOBER 19TH. 

" But thou, 0 Lord, art a shield for 
me, ~,Y glor:r.: and the lifter up of mine 
head. -Ps. m. 3. 
How weak and defenceless is the 
strongest Chris•ian, and how 
speedily, left to him~elf, does he fall 
ia the battle before the lea~t of his 
many foes; but Christ is evet· near 
to help, his shield and defence; 
aud through Him he is more than a 
match for all his foe~. And the 
shield of th~ Christ.ian is not like a 
piece of dead armour which he is 
to use in His own stre □gth; Christ 
is present as a living Christ to 
s~re1irrthen and defend. When S>ttan 

' is ne.:'.'r to point to our sins, Christ 
directs our faith to His blnnd; when 
Satan points to our ,ags, Christ re­
veal8 His righteouRness; when Satan 
would crush us by despair, Christ 
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inspires hope, and makPs _His grace 
perfect in weaknesA. Thr.,t1gh all 
this teaching- and Diviue discipline 
Chri8t teaches us the mPaning of 
His own words, " I am thy shield 
and excePding g-reat reward," and 
leads us constantly out of ourselves 
to hide in His perf Pctfons and p~rfoct 
work. 0 Lord, in every hour of 
temptation and trial be near, our 
only shield 11nd helpt>r, and work in 
us such a faith 11s, taking hole! of 
Thee, Thy strength may protect us, 
and perfect itself in our very weak­
ness. 

CHRIST A TREE OF LIFE. 

FOR OCTOBER 26TH. 

"Blessed are they that ,lo Hi c ,:r..1-
mandments, that they ma,v have r;ght 
to the Tree of Life, and ma,v enter i,, 
through the gates into the city."-R'' 
xxii. 14. 
CHRIST is sairl to be the Tree of 
Life, in the midst of the parad se 
of God, and to hear twelve mau Jer 
of fruits. There are those thinus 
to be found in Christ snitecl to thP 
life and needs of all Hi:,i re<leenwd 
people at all times and in al! places, 

and tlwy 11re ever Divinely sweet. 
In His person a,id work, His words 
and e., 11111ple, faith ever finds the 
sweet and lustiouB wine of God's 
eternal and uuchan.~iug love, to 
revive and cheer and buikl np tbe 
81J11l to eternal life; hence the fruit 
f,mnd ou Rim 11eve1· elo_, e, but ever 
brings J,i>aling. bealth and joy to the 
sar,c 1tied heart. This fruit is ,-bun­
daut aud acces,ible, for though 
0-brist is a lofty tree, tilling the 
hi.~hest heavens with the fruit of 
God's own holiue~s, and love, ancl 
i"Y an,! peace, it spreads also it~ 
low-ben,ling bon_gbs arouud the en­
tire universe of Guel, alHI the weak­
est fd ith of a poor hroken-hearted 
sinner e11n reach its low-lieuding 
bougbs and sweet fruits and livP, 
as he l,e:irs the voiee of hfa recon­
eiled God aml Father speakiug to 
Him froru out of 1he paradise of 
God, and sa_vin7, "Eat, 0 friends, 
and drink abunda11tly, U beloved.' 
Beue:1th the shade of this Tree of 
lMf' may we ahicle. aud then some­
thing o°f the .i<>Y of the p:wadise 
above Rhall he our8, as we troru day 
to day, ar,d hour by hnur, in the 
exercise of a living, 11ppropriutiog 

i faith, partake of its liviug fruit. 

~tbitltls. 

The Ilandhoof, to the Bihle. Ol<l Testa­
ment. Illustrated wit-h Charts, Maps, 
and Illnstrntions. Bv WALTER SooT 
Edinhnrµh: R. .M: Cameron, 22; 
Giles.street. 

Tms is a very comprehensive and 
valuable work, written with great re­
search and caret giYing the opinions 
and conclusionn of the most eminent 
writers. includinir the lat,est results of 
investigation of Jliblical subjects. It 
is formed on tho basis of being helpful 
to teachers of Jlible classes and schools, 
and those who are engaged in the 

ministry. It does not break a lance 
with tbe sceptic. nor give the usual 
chapters on the proofs of the Divine 
aulhority of the Scriptures, hut is 
distinctly written for believers and 
with the view of helping those who 
devoutly accept the Bible as the Word 
of God. It embraces the natural his­
tory of the Bible, including the planta 
and animals of Scripture, the ·taber­
nade and its offering-s, the history of 
the various booke, Bible symbols and 
their nieunings, typical persons, several 
hundreds of Biblical uotes, explana-
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tions of obsolete words, and co :rections 
of mistranslations, with numerous en­
gravings, well-definecl maps, and 
charts. This is one of the best Bible­
reader's helps we have met with. It 
is also elegantly got up, and is worthy 
of a place in every household, and 
should be in the hands of every minis­
ter and teacher. ,Ve hope often to 
peruse its pages, and trust that the 
writer will he so encouraged ,is to soon 
favour us with his promised Ifandbook 
of the New Testament. 

The Religious and Social Qnestion. 
By Is.uc PERl.GIRE. Translated by 
Miss Twemlow. Elliot Stock, 62, 
Paternoster-row, 

THE leading thought of the writer is 
one we accept and cherish, namc•ly, 
that it is the work. o[ the Christian 
Church to seek the social and moral 
elevation of the world. We revere the 
social side in the character of Him who 
went about doing good -- beginniug 
with tho beginning and ending witl:t 
the end of life ; cbeering tne wedding 
guests at CaDa and comforting the 
mourners at Ilcthany; blessing little 
children, and scattering priceless 
fa-.-ours among the poor, tne sick, and 
tbe dying, arul teaching the gra11dest 
code of morals the world has ever 
known. But all this was the accom­
paniment only to His g1eater work. 
lfe came to r~deem and save man and 
_quide ht'm to the bette,· bfe beyond. V-ie 
<lemur to the doctrine which would 
merge the indi-.-idllal in tl-1e Church, so 
as that he should lose himself in tl,e 
multitude. This passage is not welcome 
to US. LUTHER SOWED THE BEEDS OF 

'l'IIAT MOST DANGEROUS OF ALL EI.E­

ME!,!TS TO FAITH, VIZ., INDIV!DOALlS:W. 

We think it better to have a multitude 
of creeds than that man should lose bis 
religious an<l intellectnal Tight to think 
nnd act for himself in matters of tho 
soul and God. ',Ve hear two voice.s: 
the one-Hear ,11y beloved Son, the 
other-Hear the Glmrch, aml we can 
only listen to the latter when she echoes 
the wonls of the former. The Church 
of Romo never will be the social and 
moral regenerator of the world. Tho 

hope for the world is the sealing of her 
.doom, with the cry of "Babylon has 
fallen." We believe the way to move 
the Church is to teach the individual 
his privilege, bis dnty, and ld.s liberty. 
It has been said that the best committee 
ever known was the one which httilt 
the ark, for if there had been more 
than Noah on it, the ark might not 
have been done in time for the flood. 

.John Pearce, the Go1porteur; or, Wi,at 
8hall We Read? Dv the anthor of 
":Miss Grny's Text," "After the 
Holidays," &c. Elliot Stock. 

Goou in its object and its tone, and 
well designed to arhancc the love of 
pure literature and help forward the 
objects of that worthy and bard-work­
ing class of men who sow the seed of 
the Kingdom and carry enlightening 
and enriching books to some of the 
most out-of-the-way places of the 
earth. The writer merits and bas our 
approval. The tale is well told, and 
the object a noble one. 

Slttdies on the Baptismal Question; in­
clt,din_q a Review of D,·. Dale's" In­
qui,y into the Uses qf Baptism." By 
the Rev. D..1.nn B. ls.A.RD. Boston : 
A. Young and Co., 13, Bromfield­
street. New York: Ward and Drum­
mond, 116, Nassau-street. 

THIS -.-olume contains ovor four hundred 
closely printed pages, and is in reply 
to a work of four volumes of eighteen 
hundred octavo pages, and forming 
without doubt the highest work ever 
written on baptism. 'l'he qualifications 
required to reply to so voluminous a 
writer were untiring patience, ripe 
scholarship, keen discernment, and 
absorbing interest in the subject. All 
these qualifications are manifestly pos­
sessed by the writer. The work will 
take its place as a book of reference, 
and will stand second to none in the 
Baptismal controversy. The chapters 
on "Baptismal Monuments of the Early 
Church" and on '' Infant Baptism in 
the Early Church" are of special in­
terest. And while the whole work will 
lm,e particular claims on readers at 
the other side of tile Atlantic, it is of 
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such a character as must find crowds 
of earnest readers everywhere. It 
should be read thoughtfully by all 
opposed to our views; for while the 
writer is keen to detect a. flaw in the 
argument of bis opponent, and to see 
the opportunity of making a thrust in 
every faulty point in his armour, yet ho 
is always the Christian and the gentle­
man. We thank the writer. The 
Church is indebted to him for his valu­
able labour. We are sorry to observe 
that the volume ha& no London pub­
lisl,er. 

Thought Blossoms Gathered at Riclinwnd. 
By J. HUNT CoOKE Elliot Stock. 

Orm brother is really a very busy bee, 
s;-athering honey from overy opening 
flower. It is a similar book to one by 
the same writer which it was recently 
our pleasure to notico favourably. It 
contains forty four sacred and moral 
pieces, all excellent. We extract one. 
It may not be the best of them, but it 
is greatly to our tasto. 

THE LIGIITHOUBE. 

"Let your light shine before men." 
Keep up the light, 
Let it shine bright, 

Out in the darkness of the night ; 
Talk not of ease, 
Or whom it may please, 

Free let it shine on the black stormy 
sens. 

You never can know 
Vihat vessels may go 

Sttfc to the harbour if light you show; 
Kor can you see 
The wrecks there may be 

If your lamp go out neglectfully. 

Calm midst turmoil, 
Spare not your toil; 

Keep the wick trimmed, thore is plenty 
of oil; 

Shine on, we pray, 
Till the dawning of day, 

And the Master shall come your wages 
to pay. 

£20 Award. Atheism and Scepticism 
Te.•ted by Prescience in the pmvis'ion 
of Jliilk o,· Nutriment. A Challenge 
to all who have challenged the Rmrealed 
Word, and other Tracts. E. White, 
3H6, King's-road, Chelsea, 

GOOD tracts for circulation among 
sceptics, especially any who have been 
recently tainted; for we have but little 
hope that the Christian Evidence 
Society, or the Christian efforts such 
as those put forth by the writer of 
these tracts, will c ven movo such a 
m1>.n as Charles Bradlaugh; nothing 
but the grace of God can change a 
heart so hard or remove black proju­
dice so strong-. The secret lies hero. 
The carnal mind is enmity against God. 
We are glad to see that this is a second 
edition, and would particularly recom­
mend the circulation of the leaflet, 
The Infidel put to Shame and Silence bfj 
an Old Woman. 

OUR :!H.AGAZINE LITERATURE, 

ON our library table are this month's 
Baptist .~1 agazine, The Sword and Trowel. 
The General Baptist Jf11_gazine, the 
reading of which has afforrled us much 
pleasure. and we think them unnsually 
good. Vie have received "f'!te Waminr; 
Voic~, The Britisl, Fla.'7, RvangeHcal 
Christ~ndom, also The Baptist an<l 
Freeman, which we have not room to 
notice this month. 

~tnomimrtional intt!Ugmrr. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV. T. E. RAWLINGS has resigned 
the pa,torate of the church at Welling­
ton-roc1d, Stoke N ewington, and has 

accepted that of the church at Box­
moor, Herts. 

Rev. W CI,itworthy. of t.he Pastors 
Colleg-e, has received a ve.-y cordia 1 
invitation from the newly-formerl 
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Baptist church at Fishergate, near 
Brighton. 

Rev. E. S. Hadler, of the Pastors' 
College, having received a unanimous 
invitation from tho m8mbers of the 
church worshipping at Thorpe, has ac­
cepted the same. 

Rev. John Stubbs has resigned the 
pastorate of the cr.urch at Eythorne, 
Kent, having accepted all invitation to 
tho pastorate of the European church 
at Allahabad, N W. India. 

Rev. W. F. Harris, of the Pastors' 
College, has accepted a unanimous and 
hearty call to the pastorate of the 
church at Chesterfield. 

Rev. J. Taylor, of the Pastors' 
College, has received a unanimous and 
very cordial invitation from the church 
and congregation at Chipping Campden, 
Gloucester•hire. 

The Rev. A. C. Perriam has resigned 
the pastorate of the church at Eaat­
gate, Louth. 

Rev. Thomas Napoleon Smith, of the 
Pastors' College, ha• accepted a unani­
mous invitation to the church at Monks 
Kirby and Pn.ilton, Warwickshire, 

RECOG.;'1l'fIO)l"S. 

ON Monday, August 18th, recognition 
services wore held in connection with 
the settlement of Rev. W. A. Davies, 
late of Belfast, as pastor of the church 
at Kegworth. Appropriate portions of 
Scripture were read by Rev. S. Yates, 
and a.n address was delivered on " The 
Nature of the Christian Church,'' by 
Rev. Joseph Lewis. Prayer was offered 
by Rov. E. Stevenson, and an address 
on "The Pastoral Office" was delivered 
by Rev. Dr. Underwood, and an 
add1ess on" The Duty of Church :Mem­
bers" was delivered by Rev. 'f. R. 
Evans. The evening meeting was 
presided over by Rev. S. Yates, late 
pastor, and was ad<lrcssea by Rev. 
Joseph Lewis, Rev. 'f. R. Emus, and 
others. 

Ordination services connected with 
the settlement of Rev, E. Jones, of 
Haverlordwest College, as pastor of the 
Penuel Clrnrch-the most influential 

Nonconformist cause in the Rhymney 
district-have been held. Sermons 
were preached by Revs. Seth Jones, E. 
Jones, and J. Richards. The Rev. S. 
PaITy, T. Davies, D.D., J.P. Williams, 
LLD., Seth Jones, and others, took 
part in the proceedings. 

Ordination services connected with 
the settlement of Rev. W. Griffiths, of 
Llangollen College as pastor of the 
Darren Velen Chapel, Clydach, Aber­
gavenny have been held. Rev. Dr. 
Jones, President of the College, de­
livered the charge to the church and to 
the minister. Reovs. W. Morgan, Rees, 
Johns, and others took part in the pro­
ceedings. The chapel has recently 
been renovated and improved. 

Recognition services connected with 
the settlement of the Rev. G. J. Moore, 
as pastor of the church at Grafton­
strnet, Northampton, have been cele­
brated, On Sonday the Rev. George 
Rogers preached. At the Monday 
afternoon service an interesting history 
of the church was read by the Rev, J. 
Matthews. The Rev. J. Rogers de­
livered the charge to the pastor. In 
the evening a public meeting was held, 
under the presidency of Mr. J, J. Perry, 
J.P., at which addresses wore delivered 
by the Revs. E. 'f. Prust, G. Phillips, 
and others. 

A recognition service connected with 
the settlement of the Rev. J. Collins 
as pastor of the church at Now-lane, 
Lymington, Bants, was held 011 Tues­
day, September 2nd, under the presi­
dency of the Rev. J.E. Birt, of Beau­
hen. Several ministers of Southamp­
ton, Bournemouth, and other places 
took part in the proceedings. 

Recognition services connecte<l with 
the s"ttlement of the Rev. 0. Tidmen. 
as pastor of the church at Ki11g-street; 
Blaenavon, have been held. Sermons 
were preached by the Revs. J. P. 
Thomas, L. L. Jones, I•aac W .. tts, and 
J. Thomas. Mr. R. Cory presided at a 
public meeting, addresses being de­
livered by the Revs. J. P. Jo11es, J. 
Thomas, J. R. Jones, and others, 

HULL.-On Aug. 31st sermons wer.. 
preached by the pastor, Rev. W. Sum­
ner, in commemoration of the H3rd 
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anniversary of the establishment of tbe 
church worshipping there, Ou Sept. 
2nd a tea and public meeting took place 
in connection with the said anniversary, 
and also for the purpose of publicly 
recognising Mr. Sumner as pastor. The 
meeting was presided over by Mr. Coun­
cillor Fraser. During the evening M1·. 
Sumner was conlially welcomed by Mr. 
Swinchatt (one of the deacons) on be­
half of the church, and also by Rovs. 
J. Sibreo, C. Welton, J, O'Dell, J. Mac­
donald, aml others. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

ON Monday, Aug, 11th, a farewell tea 
meeting was held in the schoolroom at 
New Lenton, in honour of Rev. Jas. 
Parkinson, who is leaving after nearly 
five years' pastorate, for Queensbury. 
At half-past seven a meeting was held 
in the chapel. Mr. J. Saxby, senior 
deacon, presided, and presented to Mr. 
Parkinson a purse of money and an 
illuminated adrlress. Mr. S. Tagg pre­
sented a portrait of Mrs. Parkinson to 
1\Ir. Parkinson, and Mr. J. Gamble pre­
sented a portrait of Mr. Parkinson to 
Mrs. Parkinson, and Mr. Thos. Wragg 
presented Mrs, Parkinson with a cabinet 
workbox. 

At the close of the weekly service in 
Castlegate Church, Berwick, on the 
27th of August, Mr. William Paxton, 
in the name of nwm hers of the congre­
gation and other friends, presented Rev. 
W. S. Cbedburn with a purse of fifty 
guineas, and a beautifully illuminated 
testimonial in a handsome gilt frame, 
as a token of their esteem, ou the 
occasion of his leaving Berwick for 
another sphere of labour. l\Ir. Ched­
burn has entered on his work at Aber­
deen. 

NEW CHURCHES. 
A NEW chapel has been formally 
opened a.t Horley, Surrey. It has been 
built to accommodate 250 persons, and 
has cost about £1,foO, subscribed by 
Mr. S. Barrow, of Redhill. The open­
ing ceremony was conducted by the 
Rev. J. A. Spurgeon, who preached in 
the afternoon. In the evening a tea 
and public meeting was held, under the 

presidoney of Mr. W. W. Baynes, 
among the speakers being the Revs, J. 
D . .Marshall, G. Rogers, of Pastors' 
College, J. A. Spurgeon, H. Bailey,and 
l\Ir. Olnay . 

. Memorial stones of a new En,rlish 
Baptist chapel, to be erected at Ken­
singtnn, Rrncon, have been laid by Mr, 
Richard Cory, of Cardiff, who spoke at 
length upon the belief and practices of 
the Baptists. Mr. John Evans read a 
paper on the history of the Baptists in 
the county of llrecon. Addreases were 
also dolivered by the Revs. J. W. Lance, 
D. B. Edwards, D. Howells, John Mere­
dith, Professors I\Iorris and Rowlands, 
B.A., and J. J. Jones. Rev.J. W.Lanco 
preached in the evening. The total 
amount realised was £174, including 
£100 from Mr. Evans, and £20 from 
Mr. Cory. The new building is esti­
mated to cost £2,000, of which £800 
has already been contributed. 

A new chapel has just bee~ opened 
at Herne Bay, undor the pastorate of 
the Rev. W. Pettman. The building, 
intended to accommodate 3110 persons, 
is estimated to cost £1,500, towards 
which upwards of £800 has been 
already contributed. 

The memorial-ston~ of a new chapel 
has boen laid at Martham, Great Y ar­
mouth, by George White, Esq., of Nor­
wich. Addresses were delivered by the 
pastor, T. G. Gathercole, Revs. 'f. A. 
Wheeler, Wm. Scriven, T. Hagen, S. 
Willetts, J. Rodwell, and other minis­
ters and friends. The total prcceeds 
amounted to over £100. Mr. C. H. 
Spurgeon has contributed £10, and 
l\Ir. Colman, M.P., has promised to give 
£100 towards the building fund. 

A new chapel has been opened at 
Llangennech. Its dimensions are forty­
two and a half feet by sixty feet, and 
its cost, including schoolrooms, has bec,n 
£2,800. The minister is Rev. Philip 
Phillip•, who ha• also the charge of 
the church at Maescawr, near Dafen. 
The opening services were conducted 
by Rev. David Job, sermons being 
preached to crowded congregations by 
the Revs. Dr. :Morgan, Dr. Price, R. D. 
Roberts, and J. Rowlands. The pro­
ceeds of the day were encouraging. 

A new chapel has just been opened 
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at Blackley, the service being con­
ducted by the Rev. Hugh Stowell 
Brosvn, of Liverpool. The structure, 
with minister's house, has cost £3,700, 
some £2,000 of which remains to be 
raised. Accommodation for 800 persons 
is afforded. The old chapel has oxistcd 
for nearly a century, but was not suffi­
ciently large to meet present require­
ments. 

Memorial stones of a new chapel to be 
erected at Harlington, Middlesex (Rev. 
W. Crick, pastor), were laid on Thurs­
day, Sept .14th. '!'he Revs. H. Bayley and 
H. E. Stono opened the proceedings. 
Col. Griffin, l\Ir. T. Wild, and J\fr. R. 
Ratcliff officiated at the ceremony, fol­
lowed by the Rev. J. Clifford, who de­
livered an address. A public meeting 
was held in the evening under the pre­
sidency of Mr. J. T. Olney, addresses 
beinl{ given by Revs. J. 'r. Wigner, H. 
E. Stone, and others. 

Pello.n-lane Chapel, Halifax, which 
was in February last totally destroyed 
by fire, has been rebuilt, and the new 
building has just been opened for puhlic 
worship. The outlay involved has 
all),ounted to about £a,500, towards 
which £3,000-including the insuranco 
of £1,500-had been promised prior to 
the opening aervices. The Rev. P. P. 
Macmaster, of Bradford, preached upon 
the occasion. A new organ has been 
erected. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
THE frienda of the Baptist Taber­
nacle, Southend-on-Sea, met on iVed­
nesday, the 13th inst., to celebrate the 
opening of their new school. After tea 
a public meeting was held, which was 
well attonded. The chair was taken 
by H. E. Lester, jun., Esq. Several 
ministers and friends address~d the 
meeting ; and the promises and gifts 
having been paid in, there was a balance 
due to the treasurer of £59. After 
collecting £16 ls. 3d. in the meeting, 
the worthy chairman and his esteemed 
wife offered to give twenty guineas, 
on condition that the whole be 
at once cleared off. The meeting 
promptly responded, the whole amount 
was obtained, and a meeting long to be 
remembered closed with prayer. On 

the following day the tiunday-scbocd 
children werd re;;alad with a good tcB. 
and in the evening spent some happy 
hours in lhe" cricket field, their plea­
sures being very much enhanced by a 
gift of choice toys, presented by Mrs. 
H. E. Lester, jun., with a promise of 
books for a loan library. 

BAGNOR, NORTH WALES.-The an­
nual treat of the English Baptist 
Sunday school with their friends took 
place on September 3rd. The children 
and friends met at tbe chapel at half­
past twelve, and afterwards marched tu 
the railway station, whence they madr• 
a delightful trip to Aber, thence tu 
Wig, the residence of William Roberts. 
Esq., who had kindly placed his ground., 
at their disposal. The children and 
friends harl tea on the lawn in front 0f 
the mansion. Various sports werM 
carried on till dusk, and, after siugin•: 
several hymns an,l giving throe time,i 
three for their kind entertainers, ru­
turned to the station, and arrived et 
Bangor about eight o'clock, every one 
being delighted with the arrangomentK. 
The weather was all that could be de­
sired.-ROBT. BECK, Superintendent, 

HoRSFORTH, NEAR LEEDS,-We are 
glad to notice that the church at Hors­
forth, Rev. W, H. Rolls, pastor, is bene­
fited to the extent of £39 18s. by tho 
will of the late :\Irs. Avison, of Halifax, 
nineteen guineas having been be­
queathed by that lady for the benofit 
of the poor members, and nineteen 
guineas for carrying on the services. 
which will be the more acceptablv 
through the present condition of de­
pressed trade. 

BAPTISMS. 
.Aberdare, Carmel (Eng.)-August 24, Four, 

by T. Jones. 
.Abersyrhart.-Augu.st 20. Seven. by J. Cole, 
Aberti?le1·p.-Augu,i.t 171 Ebenezer Cha.pel 

Nine 1 by L. Jonefl. 
Armlet', Leed~.-September 10, Ca.rr Croft-,: 

Cbn.pel,. Six, by A. P. Fayer~. 
Ash/<>1'd, Kent.-September 4-, Norwood~ 

street, Six, by E. RobPrts. 
Bacup.-September 7, Ebenezer Chapel, One 

byW. Gay. 
Bctltlehrml, near Haverfordwest.-S-eptember 

7, Three, by D. 0. Edward:s. 
Billingboro' .-August 31, Two, by C. Horne 
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Birmingham.-Auguat 27, Warwick-streeti 
Seven, by S. W. Martin. 

Brodford-on-Avan.-August 31, Zion Chapel, 
Two, by R. ff. Powell. 

Bradninch, Devon.-August 8, Three, by 
S. G. Strong. 

Brighton.-August 15, Eight, by W. M. 
Compton. 

Bulwell.-August 10. Ten, by J. R. Godfrey. 
Bures.-Auguet 31, Three. by J. Kemp. 
_Burton-on 1'rent.-August 31, Guild-street, 

Nme1 by J . .Askew. 
.Derby.-Septemher7 Osmaston-roadChapel, 

Seven, by W. H. Tetley. 
Dow/ais.-A.ugust I O, Beulah Chapel Four 

by J, Willia.ms; a.lso Two (,n the l4th.' ,. 
flrorrfi,eld, Derbyt,hlre.-August 17, Two, by 

D. T. lngbam. 
.Dunfermline.--August 27, Four, by J. T. 

Hagen. 
Eckington! Wor(}esterahire.-September 4, 

Two, by W. E. Wheeler. 
Erdington-Auguot 10, Three, by Mr. 

Dona.id. 
Foot, Cray, Kent.-August 31, Three, by 

R. E. Sears. 
Glasgow. - August 17, Frederick - stree~ 

Three, by .A. F. Mills. 
Griffethstown 1 neaC" Pontypool.-August 27, 

Four, by J. Tucker. 
Btdl.-.A.ugust iO, South-streetChapel, Fom·, 

by W. Sumner. 
LeMs.-.Angust .31, &t Burley-road Chapel, 

TIVO, by R. J. Ililman. 
Lipton, Devon.-August 24, One, by G. 

Parker. 
LirerpooZ.-.August- 31, Soho-street, Two, by 

E.W. Walter. 
Llantri.<sa11t, Glam.-August 10, Three, by 

T. Bo.ker. 
Loogton.-August 24, Nine, by C. T. J,;bnson. 
Lou-esfo/t.-August 14, Loudon-road, Three, 

by E. Mason. 
Mae,teg, Glamorgan.-September 7, :Bethel 

Chapel, Seven, by T. A. Pryce. 
Alartha,m, G-reat Yarmouth.-Aagust 17, 

Two, by T. G. Gatbercote. 
Mi.J,fom, Cumberland.-September 7, One, bv 

E. Brown. • 

byJ~~s~~~;i':.'r Manchester.-Augusl 9, Four, 

.Metropoli-tan IJistrkt :-
Fi:tit.f.11"".rjt Kent-road.-August 81, 

Metropol,tan Tabernacl,.-August 28, Fif­
teen; September 4, Tweuty-three. 

Peckham Park--t•oad.-Sep1ember a, Two, 
by H. Knee. 
H:.:~i!al/.-August 31, Twelve, by G. 

Newport-, Mon.-August 31, Commercial• 
-road, Three, by E. Tb.oma.s. 

..·~•lewport, Mon.-August 31, Stowhil11 Seven, 
by J. Douglas. 

Po,watowen (Eng.J-September 10, Three, by 
C. Higton. 

Pontnewynydd, Pontypool. - August 2,, 
Crane-street, Six, by D. V. Prichard. 

Porth. Rhondda Valley.-August 31, Four, 
by G. Thomas. 

P'l"esteigne, Radnorshire,-August 31, Two, 
by S Watkins. 

Quorndon.-August 17, Three, by A. Greer. 
Salem, near Haverfordwest.-August 3(, 

Four. by D. 0. Edwards, 
Saltash, Cornwall,-August 27, Four, by G. 

McFaydea.n. 
&apttoat Hill, Golca.r.-September 7, One 1 

by A. Harrison. 
Skiptan, York,hire.-September 7, Two, by 

W.Judge. 
Southampton.-September 4, East-street, 

Five, by J. H. Pattersoa. 
Stote-on-Trent.-August 31, Four, by W. 

March. 
Swansea: St. He1en's.-August 24-, Four, by 

W. Mayo. 
SU>a,,sea.-.August 30, Mount Pleasant 

Chapel, Four, by J. Owen. Ch7.:':-f:t, :Bed.s.-August 10, One, by G. 

Waterhouse.,, Durham.-August 28, Two, by 
W. Fletcher. 

Waunarlywdd.-AugustI7, Two, by W, John. 
W"1"C&ler.-August 24, Five, by J. Lewitt. 
Ystrad, Rhondda (Eng.)-.August 24, Two, 

by ll. H. Jones. 
Y1iisowen.-.Aagust 10, Five, byJ. H. D.1,vies. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PKEMWENT-0, H. SPURGEON. 

Statement of Receipts from, .Aug. 20th to Sept. 19th, 1879. 
£s.d.[ £s.,L 

Rev. _TIH>•: King .... 10 0 0 I Mr. Chas. Davies . • . • l O 0 
A Friend m Scotland .Mr. J. D. Link . . . . . . 5 6 0 

perMr.R. Thomson 1 5 0 Mr. and lfrs. Jonao 
S. 8- .Absolum . . • . . . 0 5 0 Smith ............ 10 0 0 
Hr. John Bate . . . . . . 1 0 O Mrs. Raybould . . . . •. ii O 0 
From Stirling . . . . . . 1 0 0 .A Sootch Frieml, per 
Mr. and Mrs. Penuy 4 0 0 Mr. Log~n • • • • • • • • 50 0 0 
Mr. G. Greenyer . • . • 0 5 0 Part Collection at 
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s. 8- .Absolum . . . . .. 0 3 0 Flekher ...•. _.... U 5 O 
Mr. D. Knowles, Wil- Mr. 1' rkins' Bible 
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THE FAITHFUL WITNESS.* 

A SERMON PilEACHED IN THE lrnTROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H. SPURGEOM", 

"I am one that bear witness of myself."-JOHN viii. 18. 

JF you :will torn for a moment to the filth of John and the thirty-first 
verse you will find our Lord saying, ... If I bear witness of Myself, My 
witness is not true," and yet only a chapter or two farther on He says, 
"I am one that bear witness of Myself." Seems there to be any 
iliscrepa,ncy here ? The words sound as if there were. It is not so, 
however, when we examine the real sense. Jesus meant in the one case, 
if I under-stand·it aright, that had He been constantly bringing His own 
pret€neions before the public mind with nothing else to prove them 
than His own -self-assertion, He would have been justly discredited 
and speedily convicted of bearing false witness. Such there are in the 
present day who say they are " successors of the apostles;'' but we 
know they are not, for they neither live like .the apostles, nor preach 
the apostles' doctrine. For the most part they are not like any one of 
the twelve apostles, except it be Judas,' yet they do boastfully insist 
upon it that they are the "succe-ssors of the apostles," though they 
can give us no proof of it whiitever. Bearing witness of themselves 
their witness is not true, In the other passage, which ·we have taken 
for our text, our Lord obviously means that His work, His actions, 
and His character were all so consistent with His mission, as to t€stify 
unconsciously, without Hi-s·needing to say so, and thus to become the 
best witnesses that could possibly be found to His own veracity and 
the Divine -anthority with which He was vested. .If He had merely 
~ome forth as a prophet, who had ris<Jn up and said of himself, " I 
come from God, and I speak the ·truth, while I inform you of this or 
counsel you to do that," without giving collateral proof by the purity 
of his life, by the energy of some virtues that distinguish him above 
his fellows, and by the influence and power of a ministry that carries 
conviction with it-then his unsupported witness of himself would not 
have been true. But when, as a whole, the wondrous works, and 
wondrous words, and wondrous life of Christ concur in one, the 
united, or ratrnir the ·unbroken, evidence proves Him to be trne, and 
you ean see that there is no incongruity between the two statements. 
In the study of Holy Scripture you must never disconnect utterances 
from their proper relstion, or you will sorrily blunder. Read the 
words of the Bible as 'YOU would read the words of any other book, 
observing them in their connection, not picking out passages here and 
there, which, in their isol&tion, would bear a wrong construction, and 
you will get at the mind of the Spirit and be instructed in the truth. 
The former of the passages I have referred to is true enough in its con. 

• This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting 11,1.id tr~nsla.ting fa reaerved. 
No. 252, NEW SllRIES. 



282 THE FAITHFUL WITNESS. 

nection, while the latter passage, in its relative position, is as ob­
viously true. Taken apart from the matter in which they are 
imbcdded they seem to conflict with each other, and one or the 
other would have to be rejected. 

Our Lord declares tltat He Ili111self is -a 1citn~.~s to His ou:n mission. 
Let us dwell upon that thought, and afterwards we will ask-What 
then l Tf hat then l 

In the first place, OGR LORD AFFIRMS THAT HE HIMSELF IS A WITNESS 
TO HIS OWN MiSSION. 

I suppose He meant this to apply to the manifest Deity u·hich shone forth 
iu Hi.~ 11,(;fiuns. .Any man who had been conversant with God and who 
had dwelt with Christ would have been convinced that Christ also 
must be God. Because men did not know God therefore they did not 
know Christ. If they had seen the Father they would have discerned 
the Godhead in the Son; indeed, to many devout minds, this was 
obvious. lVIen who had begun to know something of God soon be­
held the glory of Jesus, the· glory as of the only-begotten of the 
Fe.ther, full of grace and truth. Why, when they heard our Lord 
speak they were amazed. In comparison with all the hollow speakers 
of the age, what an unfathomable deep there was in His soul, and 
,vhat power of conviction there was in every utterance of His tongue. 
Had they been wont to listen to Hebrew rabbis or heathen philosophers, 
they must have marvelled the more at the solidity and simplicity of 
our Saviour's sayings. · Mild were His words but full of meaning; like 
flakes of feathered snow they melted e.s they fell; easy and artless; He 
sides with Nature; and as Nature's God unfolds the truth in such 
harmony with man's conscience that sophistries are silenced and 
adversaries abashed. Scribes and Saducees shut their mouths. He 
speaks as one having authority, or, I might venture to say, as one who 
was HiIµself. an authority, and gave a verdict that could not be 
reversed. Intelligence flashes from His eye, and sympathy sparkles in 
His blessed face; while with signs and wonders and miracles of mercy 
He confirms.the-evidence. Hence a knowledge of the true God was 
the ~y ~o the recognition of His:well-beloved Son. Were I intimately 
acquainted with a man who is now far away in Australia, and had that 
man. a son exceedingly like himself, who came to England and claimed 
to he his son; if he were like his father, _precisely like his father, those 
who knew the father best would recognize the son first. Of course, those 
who did not know the father ·would not be competent to judge. They 
could not be put in the witness-box to decide the caiie of identity. 
But everybody who knew the fathe1· (granted that they understood that 
the person supposed to be the son must be exactly like the father), 
would say, "Yes, exactly so; that is the father's smile, and that is 
the father's frown; that is -the father's habit in all respects," and 
such a witness would be true. Now, in::i,smuch as when you read the 
four Evangelists you carmot but be struck with the beamings forth of 
the Divinity, which could not be hid though -veiled in human clay­
inasmuch as this is certain, Christ bears witness of Himself . 

.Fmther, Christ is a witness of Himself in the cxtraord·inary pnrityof Hit 
clwmctcr. Even His vilest enemies have not been able to allege anything 
llg:iinst His integi·ity. No mercenary motive can be imputed to Him. 
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Men who have denied His Deity, and laid the axe, as they thought, at 
the root of His doctrine, have been awed by the majesty of His 
character, and, bowing down before Him, they have been constrain·ed 
to feel that never man lived like this Man. Now, let Him stand before 
your bar for a moment. Judge Him, judge Him severely. Do not 
stint your severity; try, if you can, to convict Him of sin, and, like 
Pilate, you will be compelled to say, "I find no ·fa_ult i:tt this man." 
His character, however, was not only faultless-that would be some­
thing, but not enough-it sparkles with every pOElsible virtue,. and 
these virtues are in such proper accord and such marvellous harmony 
the one with the other, that you cannot speak of any one as predomi­
nating. They make up a perfect character-a conjunction, as George_ 
Herbert would say, of all sweetnesses to make up one exquisite sweet, 
and of all perfections to make up one absolute perfection, and when 
you see these all in Christ you are compelled to say, "What such .a 
Man says must be true ; this Man does not live like a liar; He does 
not, either in public or in private, act as an impostor; there is some­
thing so unvarnished and simple about Him, and withal such purity 
and such virtues that the Man must be believed; put Him in the witness­
box anywhere, and however improbable His statements might be, it 
would be difficult to doubt them when you once knew the character of 
the Man." Thus His wonderful life becomes a witness of His mission. 

Then comes His death, of which He did not speak in the text, but 
of which we may speak at this time. That death was indeed a. 
notable proof of -His mission. How could it be that our Lord Jesus 
Christ gave Himself up voluntarily to die if he were a deceiver. 
Every one who reads the history must perceive that He might have 
been made a king; He might have led on a furious people to wage 
war against the Romans, and the Romans perhaps ·_never bad in all 
their battles :fiercer zealots to deal with than the Jews. But no, He 
submits to be taken captive, and when a few words might have set 
Him free, He would not utter a syllable ; so He was led as a Iamb 
to the slaughter and as a sheep before her shearers He was ·dumb. 
There was this difference between Him and all other martyrs : He 
might have escaped if He would, but He would not. To what end did 
thiR Man give Himself up a victim whose life must -be sacrificed I Do 
any of you say He deceived the people? Ah, sirs t impostors do not 
think it worth while to die to -propagate their deceptions. Do you tell 
me that fanatics have done it. But was He a fanatic ? Is there 
anything at all in His character that looks fanatical ? Earnest, 
zealous, sincere, He was ; but yet He was as considerate, judicious, and 
discreet as any man could be. He would no more have thrown away 
His life for a delusion than the most prudent man on earth. Inasmuch, 
then, as He gave Himself up to die a shameful bitter ignominious 
death, and every item of His conduct in His last hours showed that 
Hi_s heart was free from selftshness-for you know how He _whispered 
words of comfort to a poor dying thief, and prayed_ for His enemies 
with His expiring breath-there is a sublimity, a unique splendour 
about that death upon the cross that bears witness to Christ, even as 
the centurion, who stood by, said, "Truly this man was the Son of 
God." Ay, and what hundreds and thousands of souls ha.ye been led 
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to believe in Jesus, and to love Him entirely becauae of His cross. 
As they have mused upon His griefs for the sons of men, as they have 
looked unto His wounds, and gazed again and again upon that face 
more marred than that of any man, they have felt they could be 
unbelievers no longer, but they have come crouchingly, tremblingly, 
yet hopefully to that dear . cross, .and. while the pardoning blood drops 
have fall.en upon them, .they h1we learned, as only experience can 
~h,, how Christ is one that be!Lrs witness of Himself. There are two 
great witnesses, Himself and His Father. His death, however, set a 
broad sea.I upoµ, •the divinity of His. mission, and the truth of ms 
tii~hin,g • 
. Ow:,Lord'e teaching in,doQtrine and in precept bears witness to His 

being sent of God, Mere hum!l,n teachers, in order to succeed, have 
been commonly wont to practiae many .wiles : mystifying pl)Jpable fa.cts 
with their reserve, because, they dared not speak out all they knew;: 
mingling popular fallacies with their philosophy to make it pa.la.table; 
and tolerating much.that they knew to~trashy, in.order to please the 
publio mind. These impos¼rs have usually thought that a religion 
which made men of God. deny themselves would be rather too, strong a 
dose for humanity to take, so they have generally adulterated the 
tJ:uth to suit the .taste ilf their followers. There was much of truth in 
the teaching of MILhomet, It w .. s a grand reform uwn the idolatry of 
the period, but he da.red not strike at revenge, which was inbred and 
i:ugrain.ed in. the Arab nature. He dared not say, "Forgive unto, 
s.eventy w:nes seven.'' He had not the cowage to strike at polygamy •. 
He must permi.t, his followers to have their multitudes of wives, 
because, I suppose, among other motives, he felt that if he went too• 
far in restricting the me:n he would les,d they•would not go any distance 
at all with him as their letlder. You will generally find in every 
rc;iligion that provision is made for .. the flesh to gratify the lusts thereof,. 
with the one exception of the religion of Jesus, a1;1d that sweeps away 
once for a.II, all those gross or even refined delights which a.re not holy 
and pure. The Gospel does not for a minute talk about excusing or extenu­
ating this or that iniquity. It proclaims grace in all its fulness to the 
fallen and. the lost, yet it admits of no.apology for sin, A,D.d presents no 
mercy to those who reB<llve ,to cominue in it. The morals of Jesus 
Christ, ae He t11iught them, funrish us beyond a,ll controversy with the 
noblest code tbJl;t oorud possibly be devised. Were the world permeated 
with them; could nations be governed and parlianwnts be regulated by 
them; did merchants trade.and.artisans toil according to the rules of· 
the Gospel of Christ, this planet would become a paradise. You mi,ght 
burn 11,II your legal books; you would need nothing else except the one 
law-book which proceeded from the lips of the Master; it would be 
sufficient for ,all pUl!poses. One sentence might suffice: " As ye would 
that men_ should do unto you, do ye unto them likewise." Methinks. 
the man who moulded that motto must have been Divine, and lived 

· beyond the atmosphere of pa&sion or prejudice. It is so God-like; it 
contains the essential principle of justice; it .appeals to our conscience 
it ensures conviction; it is a ~entence that well might be written across 
the sky ; among the fixed stars it might shine. The teachings of Chxist 
everywhere show· that His mission must have been ma.uifest : He 



THE F.A.ITIIFUL WITNESS, 2S5 

-0ou1d not have brought such teachings to us had He not been sent from 
God. . 

One thingthaticannothelpnoticingis this: I have heard lately several 
excellent addresses about what people call "the progress of modern 
science;'' all going to show the truth of Scripture, of revelation, and of 
sacred history. But to my mind it is no1es~ obvious that 11,Utrue pr9gress 
in politics and social economy must ·bring us into closer acco:rd with 
the laws of Christ; The day cometh (nor can the connsels of the great 
men of this world nor all the force!! they may employ, ·stay it) when 
the dying declaration of·onr Redeemer-"My'kihgdom is not of this 
world ''-will shake every endowed hierm-chy on the face of this earth. 
It is only a matter of time. See what has transpired within the last 
few years; notwithstanding retrograde movements now and then, what 
advances have been made. Who can look upon the map of Europe, and 
think of the history of our own time, without·saying, "Well, well; all 
this history is going onwards towards developing the very theory of 
social life which our Lord laid down. Have courage, brethren r have 
-courage! don't you be a:ffrighted or carried away with the wild alarms 
that some have raised about the Pope: Our Lord is stronger than he. 
King Jesus will presently take him by the throat and hurl him out of 
the Vatican. He shall not come into the great heritage of God, wolf 
as he is, but he shall be cast out and ·utterly destroyed. Do not give 
way to those womanly fears that are spreading over this country, they 
.are unworthy of men who have heard the name of Luther and of 
-Calvin, unworthy too of a country that once had·a Wycliffe in it and a 
Knox. No, by God's grace he that is with Christ is with the stronger, 
though all the hosts of hell be against him ; and he that bath Christ's 
teaching to deliver need not speak with bated breath, as though he 
were scattering abroad blunted shafts. · Rather let your arrows be as 
arrows from the bow of the mighty man, and the walls shall fall down 
under your feet, and the truth shall yet get the victory. God may 
delay it for a season, but the victory shall surely come. The final 
issue of all the times and seasons will prove that Christ's teachings 
were true. Wait a little and it will be seen how the entire course of 
Providence and the bending lines of history substantiate them. JesUs 
Christ will thus be bearing witness to Himself. 

Thus far we have been dealing with generalities, but we do not want to 
pursue them too far. I want to appeal more closely to your hearts and 
consciences. Our blessed Lord still bears witness to Himself. Jesus 
Christ is here; His Holy Spirit still abides in His Church. Jesus 
Christ comes into some men's hearts ; they receive Him; and He has 
promised that wherever He is received .He will save the man that 
receives Him. I can call upon many now present to answer for this. 
You have received Christ; He has come into you; and what has He 
done in you ? Does it not bear witness that He is of God? Ah I I look 
around here, and I bless God-ten thousand times will I bless Him­
for some of you who have been brought from the slippery paths of sin, 
or the empty conceit of your self-righteousnees; from pride and 
hypocrisy; from trifling with your privileges, or trusting in your 
works to find hope in the precious blood of Jesus. How many of you who 
have been reclaimed from drunkenness, dissipation, and sins of every 
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shade, are sitting here to-night wondering at yourselves how such a 
change could ever have been wrought! Certainly not by mere moral 
te11ching ; certs.inly not by any stern resolutions you made ; but you 
simply listened to the voice of the Gospel of Christ, and you believed 
in Him; and now for many years your lives, by the marvellous change 
Christ bas made within you have been a standing testimony that He 
must h11ve come from God. I am often cast back on such reflections as 
that. Do you suppose th11t because we ttre always preaching we never 
get troubled with doubts and misgivings ? Ah I but we do ; and we 
should not know much of the plague of our own heart or of the devices 
of Satan ii we did not. How then do we solve these strange perplexi­
ties? Returning to :first principles, I say, "I know I do love God. I 
am as sure of that as I am that I breathe/' Often do I look up to the 
stars at night, and, thinking about Him who made them all, I bless His 
name for His great goodness to me, and ask Him to help me serve Him. 
If I knew how to serve Him more loyally I would most cheerfully do 
it. Well, then, I say to myself : " How came I thus to be at peace with 
Him; and why am I thus anxious to honour Him; there was a time 
when it was far otherwise with me.'' Then I recollect that it was 
coming to hear of Jesus, and believing in Him, that taught me to love 
the Lord my God with all my soul and strength. Does a lie, think 
you, bring a man to love God ? Can falsehood strengthen a man to 
dare public opinion or popular scorn so long as be may but decla1·e 
God's truth faithfully? Assuredly not. Christ becomes therefore His 
own witness to Himself, which none can shake. "He that believeth 
hath the witness in himself.'' It is somewhat after this fashion: 
Suppose there is a particular medicine that is prescribed as a cure for 
a certain disease. One man takes it and he is cured: many more take 
it with the same happy effect. Yet here is a man who says: "I tell 
you it is all quackery ; I do not believe in it.'' " Well, but did you ever 
take it? Did you ever try it? There is no other method, probably, 
by which you are able to judge. Why do you denounce that which 
hundreds and thousands of honest people, as honest as you are, and as 
rational, declare to have wrought for them wonders beyond all telling? 
Sir, ii you had tried it, and it had failed you, we should be sorry to, 
bear it, but still we should accept your testimony for what it was 
worth." So, unless you believe in Jesus Christ, you have no right to 
say that Jesus Christ cannot save a sinner, especially when we can 
produce to you map_y who are not ashamed to say, "He saved me; He 
saved me though I plunged into sin; He saved me from a strong 
tempt11tion; He saved me from a fierce temper or a haughty spirit; 
He saved me from pride, or presumption, or despair. Because He has. 
done this for us we are witnesses on His behalf, and His work in us is 
a witness to Him which we will maintain to our dying day. 

Another point in which Jesus Christ bears witness to Himself is 
this He claims that 11:herever lie comes He il'ill bring peaee. "Peace I 
give unto you." And peace in very deed He has given to all those ·who 
have received Him. It is notorious, and needs no better proof. 
Christian minds are sustained in the utmost serenity under the most 
troublesome circumstances by the presence of their Lord and Master. 
Paul, so quiet and so confident on board the vessel which was all but. 
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rent to pieces by the storm, is but one of a class. There have been 
men that have sung in the dungeon, · that have smiled at the wild 
beasts in the amphitheatre, have taken joyfully the spoiling of their 
goods, have not repined even when they have been upon the rack, but, 
like Anne Askew, have defied their tormentors. There have been even 
those that have stood on the burning faggot, their very fingers flaming 
forth like candles, and yet have clapped their hands and said: "Christ 
is all! None but Christ t None but Christ!" His servants all speak 
well of Him. The virgins that follow Him all !l.dmire His beauty and 
testify to His loveliness. Even the most distracted• sufferers when 
they get Christ enjoy peace. Men and women on the verge of 
insanity through a sense of sin have sat down quietly at His feet, like 
Mary, to hear His words. Tormented spirits, tossed to and fro like 
the waves of the sea, who, after trying every other anodyne to assuage 
their pain and restlessness, were brought tll their wits' end, have found 
all the calm they required when they have cast themselves upon the 
finished work of the dear Redeemer, and have learned that there is life 
in a look at the Crucified One. 

This is perhaps enough, though it is not one-third, nor one-hundredth 
part of· what might be said on such a theme. Get Him into your 
hearts, my brethren, if you have not got Him, and He will be His own 
witness to you, You will not need to read any books of evidences: 
You will not need to learn logic, nor to find out arguments in support 
of Holy Scripture. The possession of Christ in your soul will be 
conclusive, and the beaming forth of the Divine sun-light will be its 
own demonstration; so that you can sing-

" If all the forms that men devise 
Assault my faith with treacherous art, 

I'll call them vanities and lies, 
And bind the Saviour to my heart." 

And now, in closing, let us ask, as we proposed-WHAT THEN? 
WHAT THEN? 

What then? Why then it iN true, yoi. seeking o.nes; it is tme that 
Ohrfat u:ill receice yo11. He has said-" Him that cometh unto Me I will 
in no wise cast out." "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are 
h~avy laden, and I will give you rest." This is His testimony ; and if 
His testimony be true-and I have just tried to show that it is-then 
He will receive yon. Satan saith, " It is too late ; " but Christ saith, 
"Not so.'' Conscience saith you are a great sinner. 'Tis true; but a. 
great Saviour is equal to the emergency. Your despair holds you 
back ; but, oh l if you can do Him the honour to believe that He can 
forgive all manner of sin and even blasphemy, He will do it : He will 
do it; as sure as He is the very Christ, He will do it. His testimony 
is the very truth; therefore put away all debates ; parley with no 
dilemmas: but come yon and trust in Jesus, and He must save you. It 
were to break His word if He did not, and that is impossible. I wish 
I could speak just right into the cars of some of you, and give you a 
grip of the hand at the same time, because I know there are some of 
you that come in and out here and do not get noticed. Perhaps you 
feel like strangers, and sigh for sympathy, such as a brother's friend-
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ship or a mother's t1;Jnderness might give. you. Well, my dear friend, I 
would be a father to you if I could, and put that word into your heart­
He will receive you. You have offended-confess it! You are guilty­
own it! But He has said, " Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise 
cast out." Then come and try Him, for He must not, cannot, will not 
cast you out. Believe in Him now. As the shadows of the evening 
fall, consecrate them by casting yourselves upon Jesus. 

Once again we ask-What then? Why then, if His witness be true, 
it will be in tlie future what He says it u·ill be. If His word is truer 
there is a heaven of everlasting joy. Come, Christian I Christ 
bas brought life and immortality to light. This was a main part of 
His mission to us, to tell us of the Father's right hand, where the 
many mansions lie, and the golden gates, and the quiet resting-places 
for those who love and trust Him. Come, ye poor, ye weary, ye sick 
ones ! Pluck up courage ! . There is a better land, "where the wicked 
ooasefrom troubling, and the weary are at rest." Life everlasting is for· 
the sheep of His flock. " Fear not, little flock, it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.'' Is your hair getting grey; I hope 
the sunlight of heaven is shining upon your head. You are getting 
near to that black rivet which so many dread, but you shall see a 
sheen upon it, a brightness from the throne of God, and aB you pass 
through it, the Master Himself shall keep you company. Oh, to be for 
ever with the Lord ! Oh ; to enter the rest which remaineth for the 
people. of God ! . Oh; to dwell within the heavenly city-

"J emsalem the golden, 
With milk and honey blest I " 

It is all true. Christ cannot lie ; believe that and rejoice. 
But, alas I it is all true on the other side of the testimony. He has 

said-" These shall go away "-listen to the words-" into everlasting 
punishment." Of such things we do not delight to speak; still, we 
must remind you of them, for to some of you they will be very grim 
realities before long. "Except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish." 
Of all preachers whose sermons we have on record, I do not think any 
ever used such dreadful expressions concerning the wrath to come on 
the impenioont as our Lord did. Of all preachers the most tender, 
and yet of all who ever exhorted men to escape for their liws the most 
solemnly explicit. I beseech.you, tempt not God. I entreat you not 
to dare His wrath, lest you :find the Master's words verified : "He 
shall burn up the chaff with unquenchable fu:e; " " He is able to cast 
both body and soulinto hell." Remember the drealiful pru:able which 
He spake concerning the rich man and Lazarus, and treroble lest it be 
your fate to lift up your eyes where that wealthy epicure lifted up his. 
May you receive the message of mercy, lest the warning of judgment 
overtake you suddenly. 

One word I want to leave with you. According to the Jewish law, 
two witnesses were always sufficient. These two witnesses might be 
false; they might even be suborned; still, if there were two to witness, 
the two established a statement. But, to guard against any person 
being put to death through. the inconsiderate or careless evidence of_ 



THE FAITHFUL W:I'rNESS, 

:any one, it was a law that when a man was condemned to die, the first 
persons to throw the stone-for stoning was their form of capital 
rnnishment-thc first persons must always be the witnesses, so that 
they took upon themselves the responsibility of the life. Understand 
this, and let this terrible truth abide with you, and even glare upon 
you in the watches of the night, if you are impenitent and hardened in 
sin, the first hand to strike the ungodly will be the hand of Him 
that was pierced for sinners. Heis the witness, and if you reject Him 
and perish, He will be a swift witness against you. In the day of 
judgment the most dreadful thing will not be ·the heavens in a blll.Ze, 
nor the rolling up of the elements like worn-out vestrares, nor the great 
white throne, nor the thronging hosts of angels that shall swell the 
pomp of the grand assize, nor even the peal of the last tremendous 
trampet-that shall wake the-dead, and shake both earth and heaven. 
But wha.t is that from which the ungodly multitude shall fly? What 
is that terrible sight from which they would fain escape, which makes 
them shriek; "Rocks, hide us ; mountains, fall upon us ! " ? Listen to 
the words of inllplration and you have it. " Hide us from the face of 
Him that sitteth on the throne." That blessed face, that kindest face, 
that sweetest and most tender of aJl faces, the face of the Son of 
Mary, the face of the Son of man, the face of _Jesus, the Son of God,~ 
-that face shall be the terror of the impenitent at the· last great day ; 
for love repulsed tm·ns to jealousy, and jealousy is crnel as the grave. 
As oil is soft-the softest of substances, and yet burns with fury, such 
is the love of Jesus. The Lamb so tender, so kinj to-day, shall be the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah to-morrow. Beware, ye that forget God, 
lest He tear you to pieces and ·there be none to deliver. ·But the 
:rather, I pray you, especially you that hear me every Sabbath, and 
yet remain unconverted, I pray you, if Christ be true, accept Him; if 
He be not true, reject Him. I do not understand some of you whose 
judgments are convinced, but whose hearts are unaffected. I could 
fain wish you would go somewhere else. Perhaps some other voice 
might reach your hearts. Perhaps God might bless some other 
minister to your conversion if He does not own m-e. I cannot ·abear 
the thought that I may stand at your dying beds, or hear the earth 
fall on your coffins, perfectly conscious that you are without Christ. 
It is not for want of plain speaking to you. It is not for want of 
weeping over some of you. It is not for want of pleading for 
you with God. If you die your blood lies not at my door a:s 
far as I know. Yet I will strive to preach this Gospel more 
effectually. I do long for you in the bowels of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Why will ye die ? It is such a blessed thing to know Christ-such ·a 
happy, such a holy thing. Why will ye turn from Him? Oh! may 
God of His infinite grace and abundant mercy change your hearts 
and save your souls; and to Him shall be the glory for ever and eve:r • 
.Amen. 
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JOHN CARTER'S GOOD NAME, 
AND HOW HE WON IT. 

CHAPTER XI. 

PROBABLY there are few things that 
try the faith and patience of earnest 
Christian churches more than to 
have their· best and roost useful 
workers suddenly laid aside or 
taken away in the midst of their 
usefulness. Yet how often, in God's 
inscrutable providence, is this the 
case I Just as His servants seem 
to be most wanted; just as they 
are doing their .noblest work; and 
just, too, as people ate saying, "If 
they were taken from us, what 
could we do! "-then the Lord, for 
reasons best known to Himself, 
either sees fit to lay them prostrate, 
or to remove them altogether, What 
are we to say to this? To human 
reason it may probably seem un­
unwise, inexpedient, and even cruel. 
Thus, to cripple and paralyse for a 
time the plans and_ projects of a 
people, when avowedly they are 
doing their qest to promote the Lord's 
cause and to extend His kingdom, 
cannot fail but to. have a tendency 
to make faith stagger, and give 
strength to unbelief. But surely all 
this is wrong. Doth not God rule 
by overruling 1 Is it not His pro­
vince out of seeming evil to educe 
real good 1 And is it not in this 
way often that He fits His servants, 
by severe discipline, to serve Him 
in after time even far better than 
before? What does Jesus Himself 
say about the matter ? " Every 

branch in Me that beareth not fruit 
He taketh away: and every branch 
that beareth fruit He purgeth it, that 
it may bring forth more fruit." 
Here, at all events, is one rea.<ion 
why God frequently afflicts His 
noblest and most active servants, 
He does it for their sakes, that 
they may be sanctified more fully; 
and be made more meet than ever 
for t.he Master's use. The heat of 
the fiery furnace only takes away 
their dross: purifies them,andmakes 
them reflect more brightly their 
Saviour's image. And then, doing 
it for their sakes, He also does it 
for the sake of the Church.- If 
they are spared they are spared 
for greater usefulness, and if 
taken away, the Lord, in answer 
to fervent importunate prayer, 
often raises up from unexpected. 
quarters other instruments equally 
as well :fitted for doing the 
needed work. But this is not all : 
another reason maystiB be adduced. 
Are we not prone to rest on these 
workers, rather than on the Lord '{ 
If so, and God is jealous of His 
honour, what cause for wonder is it, 
that in order to teach us to rely 
more on Himself and His divine 
strength, that He should, for a 
time, take this method of teaching 
us a needful lesson 'I Nothing is 
more hateful to Him than for His 
own people in any sense whatever 
to rest on an arm of flesh. For 
this, time after time, He severely 
punished Israel of old ; and for the 
same thing He will, in love and 
mercy, certainly chastise His people-
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still. Here, then, may be two or 
three oft be reasons why the Lord for 
a season sometimes thus takes His 
servants suddenly away from their 
chosen field of labour ; and, in 
doing so, throws additional and 
heavier burdens upon the remain­
ing few, who are struggling against 
fearful odds and well-nigh insur­
mountable difficulties to accomplish 
the great work He has given them 
to perform. 

Such was the trial that John 
,Carter and his ze;i.lous colleagues 
were unexpel!ted!y .now called upon 
to endure. While on duty, in cross­
ing the line in the dark our earnest 
friend was knocked down by an 
unseen cattle truck which was being 
shunted on to the side rails. In 
God's good providence, however, 
the truck did not go over him, but 
knocked him aside, breaking his 
arm in two places, and bruising him 
severely. He was immediately taken 
home and attended to ; an.d . the 
surgeon said that he thought he 
would do well. ,But ere long it 
was discovered that the broken 
bone had not been properly set ; 

. and its resetting caused unspeak­
able anguish. Then fever set in ; 
something like erysipelas made its 
appearance ; and, finally, a large 
abscess, occasioned· by th~ blow, 
arose gradually iu the shoulder, 
which so weakened the sufferer and 
affected his throat, as to bring him 
nigh to death's door. And now, 
as if this were not enough, other 
troubles came thick and .fast. 0£ 
his three children, two were stricken 

.down with diphtheria, on!) of whom 
died, and the other remained for 
some time in a critical condition. 
Then, just as it was hoped that 
things were taking a turn for the 
better, Mrs. Carter, nearly worn 
out with extra labour and sleepless 
· nights, was taken so ill, that for a 
fortnight she was confined to the 

other bedroom, the poor nurse 
having to attend three invalids at 
once. Such a da.rk time as this 
John Carter had never known 
during the seven years of his 
married life. But in the midst of 
all his mind was kept in peace. 
Now, in fact, he realised the sweet­
ness of that promise-" Thou n-ilt 
keep him in peJj°ect peuee /Chose miml 
is :,tayed on Thee, because he trusteth 
fo Thee" (Isaiah xxvi. 3). To his 
pastor, when visiting him, he de­
clared that "he had no trouble, 
for he had cast all his burdens on 
the Lord.'' " He did, not know,'' 
he said, "why God permitted all 
these trials to come upon him at 
once, nor did he care to inquire. 
He knew well that they wei:e all 
sent in love and for some wise end, 
and there he felt he could rest." 

" But do you not," asked Mr. 
Fuller, "feel deeply the bereave­
ment you have sustained, as well as 
the sufferings of your wife and 
child, not to speak of your own 1" 

"Feel 'em, sir ? I should think I 
do. It has been bard for me to lie 
here and hear the poor children 
moauin' antl cryin' with pain, and 
then not to be able to h_elp 'em a 
bit. I felt at times as if T could 
almost have given all I had to have 
been able to leave my bed and done 
something to relieve theirsufferin's. 
Then, when the friends took the 
poor child out of the house to bury 
it, and I couldn't go with 'em to 
pay the little darlin' tbe last token 
of respect, and you had to read and 
pra.y · outside the churchyard, be­
cause the clergyman wouldn't read 
the Burial Service over what he 
calljcld an 'nu baptised' child, the 
tears rolled hot and .fast down my 
cheeks, I can tell you. But I knew 
the dear Lord had taken him home, 
and that enabled me with resigna­
tion to give him up. He was but four 
years old ; but how he would sing 
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snatches of Sunday-school hymns ; 
it was delightful to hear him ! 
When he was well, and I was 
comin' home, he'd run to meet me ; 
and then, when I'd got into the 
house, he would clamber on my 
knees, and want me to go over 
some hymn and tune we had sung 
at school, perhaps, on the last 
Sunday, and it's astonishin' how 
soon he'd catch it up. But his 
favourite melody was 'Safe in the 
arms of ;Jesus;' and so, just before 
he died, he said to his mother, 
'Sing ! sing! ' She said, ' What 
shall I sing, dear?~ He replied, 
'Safe! Safe!' She knew 'what he 
meant, so, to please him, with her 
voice breakin' down nearly in everv 
line, she sang one or·· two verse~, 
and then he smiled sweetly, put his 
little hand in his mother's, fell into 
a nice sleep, and then went off in 
it like a lamb. That was a sweet 
death, wasn't it, sir i" 

"It was, John; and the thought 
of it will comfort you." 

"It does, too, sir. Whether the 
Church parson would bury him or 
not doesn't matter. He's gone to 
Him who said,' Suffer the little chil­
dren to ~ome unto Me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the king­
dom of heaven ; ' so that he's all 
right. He's in the best place, and 
in the best hands, and that, too, for 
ever. So much for him, dear child ; 
and, then, as to the sufferin's of the 
rest of us, though I feel 'em much, 
and for many reasons should like to 
get round myself as soon _as the 
Lord pleases, yet I look up to Him, 
and He daily givee me grace to 'bide 
His time. I believe I shall be able 
to stir about in a week or so, and 
then, I trust, with a little exercise 
and breathin' fresh air, I shall not 
be so long before I shall get strong 
again." 

"And you have not wanted for 
anything during your illness, in a 

I a temporal point of view, have 
you 1" 

"No; bless the Lord. He has 
proved His promise true-' My 
bread has been given me, and my 
water has been sure.' Though we 
hadn't saved much,-for you know, 
sir, my wages are not large, and 
calls have been heavy, and it has 
never been my policy to let the 
Lord's cause suffer when I could 
give anything,-it is wonderful how 
the Lord has helped us. They tell 
me that when for about a week ,1 
was laid so low, that the doctor said 
he feared I shouldn't rally, the 
whole street was astir. My poor 
wife had plenty to do in goin' to 
the door to answer people's ques­
tions as to how I was gettin' on, 
and few of 'em came without 
bringiu' something nice that they 
had either bought or cooked, and 
which they hoped I should 'relish. 
Then some kind friends that I 
didn't know-though I shrewdly 
suspect, sir, you do, by your smile 
-sent, through. the deacons and 
other friends, so many seasonable 
gifts, that, although 1 have been 
down for more than thirteen weeks, 
we have not had to borrow a frac­
tion, nor have we gone in debt a 
penny, so good the Lord has been 
to us! Don't you think, sir, I 
ought to praise Him, and say 
' What shall I render unto the Lo;J 
for all His benefits toward me 1 ' 
Well, all that I can do is, aaS the 
Psalmist says, to 'Take the cup of 
salvation, and call on the name of 
the Lord.' Why talk about my 
troubles: what are they in com­
parison with my mercies 1 I might 
have been dead now, and my poor 
wife have been left a widow, 
and my two children father­
less : but God has spared me ; 
and, little by little, He is raising 
me up once more. I hope to spend 
and be spent in His blessed service. 
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Ah ! sir; if any man ought to be 
thankful, I think it's me. 'And be 
ye thankful,' says the Apostle: and, 
thank God, I am." 

" Do you kE.ow what your doctor 
says, John 1 " 

'' No, sir." 
« He told me he believed that 

you had been kept alive chiefly 
through keeping yourself in such 
good spirits." 

"He's only half right there, sir. 
It's true I've been kept in good 
spirits; but what through ? Why, 
there was everything around me at 
one time calculated to damp me 
thoroughly. Look which way I 
would, all appeared to be dark. 
But what did the Lord do then 1 
He, by His blessed Spirit, just 
applied from time . .to time some 
precious promise to my soul, and in 
a moment the light.shone, and the 
dark -cloud was gone. It's God's 
presence and Word that's kept me 
in such good spirits.,. and not my­
self; and if it hadn't been for that 
I should have been as low in mind 
as anybody else. But, of course, 
the dpctor didn't know anything 
about that source of consolation." 

''You will be glad to hear, Mr. 
Carter, that we have had two or 
three new teachers come into the 
school ; that your class has been 
well looked after; and that Mrs. 
Roae, who recently joined us, and 
is likely to prove a most efficient 
worker, has kindly consented to 
take your tracts roUild till you are 
able to resume your duties. '.l.'he 
young men, too, ha,ve had some 
good open-air meetings. So you 
see, in spite of all our difffoulties, 
the Lord has helped us, and enabled 
us still to go forward." 

"And He ever will, sir, if you 
do but trust Him. I can truly say 
that it was the need of help in the 
cause that troubled me most at 
first. I knew how short of teache1s 

at times we were, specially when 
so many of our railway folk were 
forced to be on duty on Sundays, 
and I £.eared you would be 13rd put 
to. But I found as I kept inquiring 
that as each SuBday came round 
the Lord was sure, in some way or 
other, to provide -you with help, 
first from one quarter and then 
from another ; and that cheered me 
so, seeing that G_od continued to be 
better to you than all my fears, I 
was enabled at last to cast even that 
bit of .anxiety on Him ; and then, 
having left all in His hands,-my­
self-my family-my circumstances 
-my class-and my work,-I, for 
the first time in my life, felt the 
power and beauty of that text,­
" Casting all your care upon Him, 
for He careth for you.'' 

(To be continued.) 

WILL IT PAY 1 

Extracts from an address delivered to 
the working n:.en and their families 
in the Town Hall, Luton, September, 
1878. 

.BY REV. JAMES H. BLAKE, 

"WHAT shall it profit a man, if he 
gain the whole. world and lose his 
own soul 1" Such was the solemn 
question put by the infallible 
l:'reacb,er, eighteen hundred years 
ago. And so unaltered is the world 
and man, that it can with distinct 
prc.priety andoverwhelmingforce be 
put at thepres~nt moment. W ehave, 
in every direction, aud every day, to 
hear the question pur, ff"ilt it pay! 
And as we stand in life's highway, 
aud watch the busy stream of 
human beings. rapidly wending 
tbeii: way to the changeless destinies 
which await the righteous and 
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the unrighteous, we watch the 
character, pursuits, and ways of 
some among that teeming mul­
titude, and with intense earnest­
ness would ask, Will it pay .I 
We look at that youth of brilliant 
parts, of bright prospects, of many 
favonrable opportunities which bid 
him hope for grand success. His 
father looks forward and paints 
bright pictures of his son's future. 
His mother looks and loves her son. 
:But, alas ! their dream is sud<lenly 

-.and radely dispelled. Those com-
mandit!g talents are prostituted to 
the vile. That quick, intelligent 
mind panders to the vicious. Nights 
are turned to days and days to 
nights. The counsel of wise friends 
set at naught. A father's dis­
appoiuted brow sprinkled with the 
prey hairs of bitter sorrow. While 
the fond mother, like a stricken 
hind, bows her head, and refuses to 
be comforted. TVill it pay? Come, 
look at that patient on yon bed in 
the hospital ward. See the haggard 
look, the dim, dazed eye, the 
trew l>ling weakness of those para-
1 ysed limbs. See a young man, pre­
lllaturely old; a vigorous mind en­
feebled ; body, intellect, and, we 
fear, soul, ruined ; and presently 
the truthful band might write on 
the tombstone, The u:frked hath not 
lircd out half hw days. 

Will it pay/ we are disposed to 
ask the ready talker, who has gone, 
step by step, al~ng the road of 
Scepticiem, first learniug to doubt, 
and then to lecture and dictate to 
his Maker of what God ought or 
ought not to do. The Bible is to 
him only a text-book, to which he 
resorts, that he may select his 
portion, and then show his skill in 
distorting or misinterpreting. He 
talks glibly of most awfully solemn 
things. He rushes in with hot 
haste where angels would scarcely 
dare to tread. He laughs with 

hardened laugh, and mocks with 
blatant tong.:re those things which 
are of such tremendous issue that 
the hosts of heaven would speak in 
whispers of them; He can settle 
in a trice questions which the wise 
and good have in all ages approached 
with reverent awe. He is staking 
all that belongs to his soul's eternal 
interests. He says with the fool, 
there is no God ; and with the 
rejectors, I will not have Christ to 
reign over me. 

"Thus careless views departing day, 
And throws his inch of time away." 

1Ve ask, Will it pay l We ask 
the unscrupulous tradesman this 
question. Will it pay 'to adopt the 
false balance, which is an abomina­
tion to the Lord, and practises a 
Gystem of dealing which meets only 
selfish ends, and exclaims just as 
suits self-interest, "It is all gold,' 
or, "'Tis nothing but brass;" and 
seeks his own enrichment by lying 
advertisements, and salves his con­
science by calling them white lies; 
wilfully blinding himself to the fact 
that judgment is coming, and that 
the lies are all black in hell 1 We 
repeat our question to the pro­
crastinator, who has been reasoned 
with aud exhorted times without 
number: whose conscience ha:s been 
aroused,and whosefearhasprompted 
to register vows of return to God, 
and yet, after all, postpones and 
delays the important act of dedding 
for G!iri.,t to-day. His language 
has been, "Go thy way for this time, 
and when I have a more convenient 
season I will send for Thee." Will 
it pay to act thus 1 when at any 
moment you may be plunged front 
the tremendous verge, and sink to 
everlasting ruin, and in remorse 
and despair to moan forth the dole­
ful acknowledgment, The hari-est is 
past, the .~ummer is ended, and I am 
not sa·ved ! 
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So in that crowded highway 
we might pursue our inquiry, and 
urge the question, Will it pay .2 To 
our readers we put it. Consider 
~f thy soul is unsaved-its danger, 
it.~ rnlue, and the unspeakablen.ess 
of its loss, 

"Pile worlds on worlds ; 
Add yet ten thousand more,­
One soul outweighs them all!" 

Remember you have only one soul 
to save-JOU/' 01m soul, your un­
dyiny soul ; created in the image 
of Uod, and capable of dwelling 
with God in realms of ineffable 
blessedness. We submit to you 
that all is on the side of 
Christianity. It presents God as a 
loving Father, Christ as a gracious 
Saviour, seeking and saving the 
lost. It affords relief and help in 
time of trouble and sorrow. It fits 
men to battle with all the difficul­
ties and ills of this life. It takes 
1io real joy from him, but multi­
plies them to him a thousandfold. 
It makes a man bravely to face 
death, and peacefully close his eyes 
on the fading world, and open them 
on the glory-land, where he will 
see God, dwell with Jesus, wear the 
conqueror's robe, and receive the 
conqueror's crown. We avow that 
the z:eligion of _Jesus will pay, and 
nothmg else will. If there is any­
thing in the whole circumference of 
the earth which can give such 
present and future blessing, produce 
it; or, failing to do so, acknow­
ledge the fact. 

"What if we trace the world around, 
And search from Britain to Japan; 

There shall be no religion found 
So just to God and safe for man." 

1.V e therefore urge men to turn 
from sin. It will pay only the 
wages of death. But turn to God ; 

His gift is eternal life. God speaks 
again ! Christ knocks again ! 

" Yes, the pierced hand Rtill knocketh, 
And beneath the crowned hair 

Beam the gentle eyes so tender 
Of thy Saviour waiting there." 

A PATHETICAL INVITATION 
TO SINNERS TO COME TO 

CHRIST. 

BY THE LATE REV, JOHN MASON, M.A. 

HAVE you sins, or have you none? 
If you have, whither should you 
go but to the Lamb of God, which 
taketh v.waythe sins of the world! 
Have you souls, or have you none? 
If you have, whither should you 
go but to the Saviour of souls! 
Is there a life to come, or is there 
not ? If there is, whither should 
you go but to Him, who only hath 
the words of eternal life ! Is 
there a wrath to come, or is there 
not ? If there is, whither should 
you go but to Him who only can 
deliver from the wrath to come ! 
And will He not receive you ? If 
He yielded Himself into the hands 
of them that sought His life, will 
He hide Himseli from the hearts 
of them that seek His mercy ? If 
He was willing to be taken by the 
hand of violence, is He not much 
more willing to be taken by the 
hands of faith? He who died 
for thy sins, will He cast thee off 
for thine infirmities ? 0 come I 
come l come t I charge you come I 
I beseech you come I Come, and 
He will give you life! Come, and 
He will give you rest ! Come, and 
He will receive you I Knock, and 
He will open to you ! Look to 
Him, and He will save you ! Did 
ever any come to Him for a cure 
and go away without it. Thou 
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wouldest find something in thy­
self; but thou findest nothing but 
what thou hadst reason to be 
ashamed of; but let not that 
hinder but further thy coming. 
Come as thou art l Come• poor, 
come needy, come naked, come 
empty, come wretched !-only 
come-only believe! His heart 
is free ! His arms are open ! It is 
His joy_and crown to receive thee! 

If thou art willing He never was 
otherwise. Nothing grieves Christ 
more than to have His love 
slighted ; nothing pleases Him 
more than to have it accepted. 
He ever lives, ever loves, ever 
pities, ever pleads. He loves to 
the end, and saves to the utter­
most all that come unto Him. 

SELECTED BY T. w. M. 
Portsmouth. 

OR1 

A GLIMPSE OF CHRIST FOR EACH SUNDAY IN THE YEAR. 

BY W. POOLE BALFERN. 

CHRIST A PORTION. 

FOR NOVEMBER 2.ND. 

.. .''_The Lord is my portion."-L.ui. 
m.24. 

"For the Lord's portion is His 
people : Jacob. is the lot of His in­
heritance."-Dmn-, xxirii. ll. 

WHAT wonderful words are these. 
The Lord does not · say that the 
earth or the heavens are His 
portion ; He does not deelare that 
the angels who never fell are His 
portion: but His people-poor, 
sinful worms of the earth, crea­
tures of a -day, crushed before 
the moth-aPe Eiis pertion. And 
wood-er, 0 heavens•! and be 
astonished, 0 -earth l He permits 
them to say that He is their 
portion. Oh, what a portion 
is this-God in Christ! A Being 
p()S,!lesse!l of every human and 
Divine perfection, the very attri­
butes of God ; possessed of all the 
spiritual treaeures of wisdom and 

knowledge, unsearchable .riches, 
indeed, of all things in earth and 
heaven, visible and invisible­
thrones, dominions, prineipalities, 
and powers ; things of time and 
things of eternity-all are His, and 
He is ours; for all things are 
Christ's, and Christ is God'.s ! Oh, 
what a privilege is this! and yet 
such is the gra.ndeur of the soul 
made in the image of God and 
possessed of immortality, that 
nothing less is equal to its infinite 
needs, or Cllll meet its intelligent 
aspirations, when quickened by the 
Spirit of God: hence said Christ, 
" What- shall it pro:fit a man if he 
gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul; or what shall a man give 
in exchange for his sonl ?" The soul 
lost, whatever it may gain, all is 
lost ; the soul saved and having 
God for its portion, whatever it may 
lose, all is gained; all God can give 
in Christ, and all it can need for 
time and eternity. 0, my son!; as 
God in Christ has so richly provid&d 
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all for thee, make Him thy present · 
all, and eternity itself will never 
exhaust the wealth and blessedness 
contained in those few pregnant 
cwords, "The Lord is my portion." 

CHRIST A COVENANT. 
FoR. NovEMBER 9TH. 

"I the Lord have called thee in 
righteousness, and will hold thine hand 
and will keep thee, and give thee for 
a covenant of the people."-ls.ilA.H 
xlii. 6. 

HAST thou laid hold of God's 
covenant, by laying hold of Christ, 
dear reader 1 Thou hast sometimes 
been perplexed and scarcely able to 
understand what is meant by the 
covenant of grace ; but if by faith 
thou dost lay hold of Christ, all 
that it contains will be thine. 
God's covenant of grace, in one 
aspect of it, is God's promise of 
eternal life in Christ to nll 
who believe. Each Person in the 
Trinity-Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost-is engaged to bless all who 
come to Christ, and each and all 
the covenant blessings eestowed 
upon such are covenant-provided 
and promised blessings secured to 
such by the oath and covenant 
promise of God before the world 
began. All the blessings which a 
consciously guilty, poor, broken­
hearted sinner, or the strongest 
saint can need, were all treasured 
up in Christ Jesus, with all epiritual 
bleSllings, before the foundation of 
the world; and when by faith we 
receive Christ, we receive all the 
blessings given to us and secured 
in Him, and God enters into 
covenant with us, and we enter 
into covenant with Him,-become 
entitled to all that He has in love 
promised to bestow, and, indeed, 
are constituted sons of God, and 

joint heirs with Jesus Christ of 
eternal life. Live, then, my soul, 
upon these covenant mercie;i all 
made sure to thee in Christ and by 
His perfect work ; secured -to thee 
by the faithfulness of God,-in 
their nature eternal as His being 
and immutable as His throne. 

CHRIST THE TRUTH. 

Foa NovEMBER l6T11. 

"I am the way, the truth, and the 
life."-JOHN xiv. G. 

How encouraging is the thought 
that He who is our Prophet, and 
who teaches the truth,is the truth; 
that all tmth is in Him ; and that 
He communicates it, unfolds it, by 
His Spirit, and has illustrated its 
meaning by His own words and 
example. All truth is indeed 
brought by God into one page in 
Christ, who may be said to be the 
one living creed of the one true 
Church. So that when the Chris­
tian sees Christ, he sees all truth; 
and when the weakest faith receives 
Him it receives a perfect creed in 
Him,-perfeet as God is perfeet1 
and so full of Divine wisdom antt 
love, that eternity itself will never 
fully read out its Divine meaning. 
Christ is the truth of the Divine 
nature, for all the fulness of the 
Godhead dwells in Him. He is the 
truth of God's purposes and designs, 
present and future. They all shine 
in full perfection in Him, and in 
Him can only be fully understood. 
He is the truth of all God's words, 
doctrines, promises, and precepts­
they are all related to Him, and in 
Him findtheirfull significance. The 
truth lives in Christ and Christ 
lives in the truth, and hence it can 
never die or lose its power, and if 
we desire to see and understand the 
truth in all its saving meaning and 
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beauty, we mus!; 11tudy it in Him, 
and as it shines upon us through 
His words and life. " I am the 
living bread," He says, ''which came 
down from heaven, of which, if a 
man eat, he shall never die." Lord, 
ever give us to see all truth in 
Thee,-and feed us with Thyself, for 
Thou art the bread of life, the way, 
and the truth, and the light. 

CHRIST THE BRAZEN 
SERPENT. 

FoR N ovEMBE& 23RD. 

" And as sioses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must tho Son 
of man be lifted up."-JOHN iii. 14. 

"I, if I be lifted up, will draw all 
men unto 111e."-JoHN xii. 32. 

WHEN God's ancient people, through 
their sin and rebeliion, were stung 
by the fiery, flying serpents, the 
brazen serpent was God's ordi­
nance provided f•Jr their heali□g ; 
and as many. of them as simply 
looked at the serpent were healed. 
And how well adapted to tht::ir 
condition was God's method of 
saving them· from their self-in­
flicted wounds and death. They 
had simply to look, and this, 
indeed, was all that was possible on 
their part ; the poison of death was 
in their veins; their strength was 
gone. Bitten, and prostrate, they 
were smitten down to the earth,. as 
all men have been smitten down by 
sin and the <J,evil, They had no 
wisdom to devise power or skill, or 
time to do anything which could 
help or save, God knew this, and 
hence they were comi;i;ianded faimply 
to look at the serpent, that they 
might be healed and saved. Some 
of them, no doubt, were more 
deeply stung than others, and some 
were at. a greater di~tance from the 
object presented ; the eyes of some 

were, no doubt, very dim, all but 
covered over with the film of death ; 
but each and all, whoever looked, 
however great the distance or feeble 
the sight, were healed and saved from 
the jaws of death. And so it is 
wit.h men now. All have been 
bitten by Satan, and stung down to 
death by the serpent of sin. Some 
seem to be at a great;;r distance 
from God than others, and to he 
completely ruined by sin. But the 
words of Christ are still addressed 
to each-" Look unto Me, and 
be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth, 
for I am God, and there is none 
else.'' 

And all who with the feeblest 
faith look to Him, so ag to trust in 
Hi11 · blood and righteousness, are 
accepted of Him, and by that very 
act of faith by which they trust are 
delivered from the guilt and 
!lominion of sin for ever. 

CHRIST A SANCTUARY. 

Fon NovEMBER 30:!'H, 

" Yet will I be to thom a little sanc­
tnary. "....!.EzEK. :xi. 16. 

CHRIST is the New Testament sanc­
tuary, provided by God for His 
people-the true tabernacle which 
God pitched, and not man. The 
Shekinah of God"s presence dwells 
in Him, for He is God as well as 
man, In Him faith fiuds all that 
was meant by the visible furniture 
of that ancient tent. Here is found 
the true mercy-seat, over which 
Jehovah declares, "And there 
will I communewithyoufrom off the 
mercy-seat.'' Here is found the 
altar of atonement, which sanctifies 
the giver and his gift. Here the 
bread of truth, precious and im­
mutable, promises yea and amen in 
Christ Jesus. Here is the great 
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High Priest, with His costly blood­
sprinkled vestments, tbe adorable 
righteousness of the Son of God ; 
and the ever fragrant incense of 
His prevalent intercession. In this 
tabernacle God's spiritual priest­
hood are anointed, and perpetually 
offer up the sacrifices of prayer and 
praise ; and here God's redeemed 
nation are crowned and reign as 
kings and priests in their risen 
Lord, and by the power of His im­
parted kingly life. And thus all true 

Christians, muted by faith to Christ, 
realise the meaning of these words,­
and how God in Him becomes to 
them "a little sanctuary." Wher­
ever they may be as they pass on 
through the wilderness, they find in 
Christ a place of Divine worship, 
refuge, and peace, which revives 
and cheers them as they journey on 
towards that city which bas foun­
dations, whose builder and makei­
is God. 

~tlrfetos. 

Reminiscences of CQ/!ege Life in Bristol 
during the Ministry of the Ree. Robert 
Hall, A.JI. By FREDERICK TRES­
TRAIL, F.R.G.S. E, ~1arlborough, 
51, Old Bailey. 

IT is reported that when a celebrated 
minister was somewhat dolefully speak­
ing in his sormon of the recent deaths 
w~i'?h had takon place among the 
mm1stors, exclaimod, ALL the great 
men are gone ! A.LL GONE ! an old 
lady hearer, who had no faith in this 
statement, emphatically and devoutly 
said, Thank God that's a lie! We are 
not disposed to .say all our groat men 
are gone, nor do we depreciate the 
graco and the consecrated talent of 
some among us ; yet how many of 
them wero grand in the reality of thoir 
religion. Rock-like in their adherence 
to their principles, and very giants in 
the intellectual power thoy gave to 
the .111astor's service, are gone. Our 
fathers, where are they? and the pro­
phets, do they live for ever ? And as 
the number who, liko the respected 
writer of this book, who had tho profit 
and the privilege of knowing intimately 
the la.te Robert Hall, aro growing few 
and are fast fading away, 

A few more days, 
A few more years, 
A few more sighs, 
A fow more tears, 

They'll soon be gone ! they'll soon be 
gone. 

Wo are therefore grateful to find one so 
able from experience and knowledge to 
lead us back to the past time, and 
make its instructive scenes, dialogues~ 
and incidents live again. Our friend 
and brother will be long and gratefully 
remembered for this latest work of hfa 
long and consecrated life. The volume, 
while giving a most interesting auto­
biography of the author, devotes the· 
bulk of its pages to reminiscences. and 
incidents in the life of Mr. Hall, and 
we hope it may prompt some of our 
younger members to read the works of 
that remarkable man, who, though 
dead, yet speaketh. 

Youthful Nobility. The Early Life and 
History of Gotthelf and Frederika : 
Their Childhood, Youth, Maniage, 
and Maturity. Translated from the 
Gorman. John Kempster and Co., 
9 & 10, St. Bride's-avenue, Fleet­
street, 

NICELY got up in its binding, paper,. 
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illustmtions, and letterpress. It will 
meet with wholesome food the tastes of 
young or old people who seek for 
narrative an.d adventure. A volume 
pure in its character and high in its 
-aim. The hero of the story is a boy 
who, driven from his home by th~ 
aalamities of war, is found in a forest 
and becomes the adopted son of th~ 
forest official. When discovered he 
bore with him but one treumre-a p,-ice­
less one-a mothei·'s Bible, which all 
th1:ough :he story is his pole star, his 
gmde, his companion, and deliverer. 
A period of eighteen years is covered 
.after ~is _being found by the forester. 
~fany mc1donts are told with a thrillino­
power of fascination, yet all is natural 
and ~ifelike; and the writer, while 
weavmg a spell- band around his 
reader, is conducting him into the love 
of God, and brings out the resolve-
1:'Y IVord i, a lamp unto my feet and a 

,ltght unto my path. 

Economical Cookery for the JJliddle 
Classes. By a Lady. Hodder and 
Stoughton, 27, Paternoster-row. 

IT is a sad thing to have no food. The 
next sad thing is to have it and not 
know how to cook it. And next to that, 
to have good food materials at hand 
and not know it. The lady writer has 
iold us how to produce savoury dishes 
on! oft~e most come-at-able substan<les. 
It 1~ qmte a noyelty in this department. 
!ts m~ormation is so new and good. It 
lS. wntten with a special eye to the 
middle classes (the work will be of 
'8ervice to all). It has, however, been 
our lot to meet occasionally among the 
middle classes a lady who could dfa­
eourse sweet music, trickle out charm­
~ng so~ds from piano or harp, produce 
mterestmg fancy work, but had no 
talen_t for ma~ing ~n apple dumpling, 
eookmg a plain dinner, or darning a 
stocking. We have thought of la.er 
as a lady, but have pitied her h1,sband. 
While such facts present themselves in 
domestic life, we hail with pleasure 
such valuable helps as are here 
afforded. 

MAGAZINES. 

The Boy's Own Paper The Leisure 
llom·, The Sunday at Ho~ne, The Tract 
Ma_gazine, andC~ri,tian Mi.,ceUany, The 
Cl11~d's Compa~i~n, The Cottager and 
Artisan. Relig1-0us Tract Society, 
Paternoster-row and St. Pa.ul!s church. 
yard. In this list we have a group of 
valuable works, which wonld seem to 
meet the -Oircumstances of all readem. 
!irst, ~e_ hav~ 1'l,e Boy's Paper, with 
its excitmg pictures, and its frontis­
piece of painted butterflies. And how 
true to its title-crowds of readers 
among the young will tell. We 
me1;1tioned tho paper to a bright, in­
telligent lad of our acquaintance, and 
he at once began to expatiate on its 
excellence ; and we think with him 
that all parents would do the right 
thing if they will take it for their boys. 
Next we have l'lte Ltisttre Hour. The 
title_ makes us sigh, for in the highway 
of hie there are so few rests in the 
battle of life so few lulls to th~ nearly 
cons_tant din and struggle and toil; 
yot lt suggests that there is a leisure 
hour, _and here is a good favourite 
provrn10n made for it. Then The 
8_11nday at Home is suggestive of the 
sick, the convalescent, the nurse the 
Sunday afternoon with the family' and 
the evenings with tho servants and the 
younger. branches. Well in this part 
we have some good reading. We have 
also a beautiful litho of Bangor or Ban 
Choir, or First Choir Cathed~l; and 
we cannot conceive of a more healthful 
magazine. Then follows The Tract 
Magazine, a work suitable for Q"eneral 
distribution, and is also read with 
pleasure by many whose hearts am 
es:ablished in grace. And following 
thi~ w,e hf ve th~ book for children, .The, 
Child s Companion, with its brio-ht and 
teaching I;ictures; and, as. if n~ne are 
to be 01;mtted, we have The Cottager 
an~..Artzsa11, with (in this number) its 
curious and instructive illustrated 
chapter on "Going to Bed." What a 
roll_ .of valuable documents! The 
Rehgious Tract Society is a marvel for 
its versatility, usefulness, and power. 
Who, with such specimens as we have 
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here of precious periodical literature, 
would sigh to go back to the days of 
St. Paul's Cross and yore? 

Old Betty Bai·nes, and What She 
Thought of Gradely Folk (on Grand 
Folk). By Rev. WALTERJ. MATHAMS, 
Preston,aut~or of" Rough Sermons," 
&c., &c. Pitman, 20, Paternoster­
row, 

SEND for a parcel of this penny book. 
Our friend has aptness to teach truths 
in a humorous, pleasant way. He 
reminds us of the pithy, racy style of 
John Ploughman. We say, Well done, 
ol~ D0tty Barnes ! we have thoroughly 
enJoyod your sentences. 

The Con11erted Shepherd Boy. Sketch of 
the_ Life of James Rennie, Oolporteur, 
Hitchm, Herts. Fourth edition • 
eighteenth thousand. Morgan and 
Scott, London. 

THE ,writer tells us that in one year he 
has sold at published prices £700 worth 
of books, comprising 8,100 volumes, 
and 22,103 periodicals or small books. 
The ·little work contains a simple tale 
well told ; and being on the spot, we 
can speak from personal knowledge of 
the good work our brother is doing 
and how worthy he is of our cheery 
words and our prayers. 

House and Home Journal for all 
Cla.sBe.•. Office :-335, Strand, W.C. 
[Part 7.] A most comprehensive 
magazine, devoted to social, domestic 
and moral questions. We have said ; 
good word for it before, and are grati­
fied to know that we are one only of 
np~ar~s of 200 newspapers and 
par1od1c1i}s who 4ave done so. This 
part contains rea.l likenesses of Samuel 
Plimsoll, the sailors' friend, the late, 
Isaac Butt, the Rev. F. Wagstaff, 

Ewing Ritchie, Esq., and the late 
William Howitt. 

Evangelical Chi·istendom. W. F.John­
son, 121, Fleet-street. A full cabinet 
of measures on Church and mission 
work. 

The B,·itisl, Flag, the soldiers' paper. 
Circulate it among our troops. 

Ragged School Union Q,narterly. Kent 
and Co., Paternoster-row. 

Service f01· the Kin,q. An issue from 
Mildmay Park Conference. Contains 
a very good m·ticle on Abel by Re,. 
A. A. Bonar, D.D. 

OCR BAI'TIST LITERATURE. 

'l'lie Baptist Magaz-ine. We are right 
pleased to find transferred to itB pagestho 
excellent association address deliverecl 
recently by the Rev. T. M. Morris, of 
Ipswich, and noticed favourably by us in 
a previous number. We £-ear that our 
principles are not so really and widely 
known as some of us imagine ; and wo 
have often begged our Sunday-school 
friends, who adopt the Scripture lessons 
of the Sunday School Union (a neutral 
society), not to omit teaching in 
addition our principles as Non­
conformists, and farther, Nonconformist 
Baptists. If they are not worth teach­
ing they are not worth holding. · 

The Sword and Trowel contains a like­
ness of Mr. Thomas· Spurgeon. The 
oditor of the General Baptist has given 
us a good number ; and our friends, 
The Baptisl and F,·eeman newspapers, 
are trnl:Y" valuable for their reports 
and artieles ou the meetings and doings 
of tho Baptist Union. 
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DAPTIS:\IAL HYMN. 

Romans vi. 4. 

BGRIED WITH HIX, 

No TRUST in water do we place, 
But in the written Word; 

Our life and righteousness we trace 
To Jesus Christ-the Lord. 

No TRUST in water do.we place, 
For Jesus did atone, 

He died to save a rebel race ; 
We trust in Him alone. 

:No TRUST in water do we place, 
'Tia but an outward sign ; 

Salvation is by sovereign grace, 
Salvation is Divine. 

No TRUST in water do we place, 
Dut His command obey; 

We soon shall see His blessed face­
Hail ! hail! tho glorious day. 

No TRUST in water do we place, 
Baptism cannot save; 

In Christ we die-and so embrace 
This symbol of the grave. 

No TRUST in water do we place, 
For such is false and vain : 

The Lord we trust, and Him ·we praise, 
And wait His coming reign. 

G. HEATH. 

WORDS OF CREER. 

Let it be thy chief endeavour 
Day by day to watch and wait; 

Good and gracious souls are ever 
Truly great. 

Whether high or low thy station, 
8erve the Lord with all thy might; 

ln this evil generation 
Do the right: 

Walk with God, the great and holy, 
As did some in days of yore; 

Learn of Jesus, "meek and lowly," 
Evermore. 

When the snares of Satan vex thee, 
When thy friends unfaithful prove, 

When the cares of life perplex thee, 
Look above. 

Should thy dearest friends be taken, 
Be submissive-kiss the rod; 

Thou shalt never be forsaken, 
Trust in God. 

God is love, and ehangeth never, 
Cleave to Him and Him alone ; 

All His saints shall rest for ever 
Near His throne. 

Thine shall be a joyous story, 
Every doubt and fear shall cease, 

When the Lord of life and glory 
Whispers," Peace." 

K othing evil can befall thee, 
Leaning on thy Saviour's breast ; 

Death is but His voice to call thee 
Home to rest. 

Soon shall all earth's ties be riven, 
Soon shall all its toils be past ; 

Thou shalt find thyself in heaven, 
Crowned at last. 

J. CLARK. 

SOWING AND REAPING. 

He that goeth forth with weeping, 
Bearing precious seed in love, 

Never tiring, never sleeping, 
Findeth mercy from above. 

Soft descend the dews of heaven, 
Bright the rays celestial shine ; 

Precious fruit will thus be given, 
Through an influence all Divine. 

Sow thy seed, be never weary, 
Let no fears thy soul annoy ; 

Be the prospect ne'er so dreary, 
Thou shalt reap the fruits of joy. 

Lo l the scene of verdure brightening, 
See the rising grain appear ; 

Look again, the fields are whitening, 
For the harvest time is near. 
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0 LORD ! WE COME TO TREE. 

0 Lord! we come to Thee, 
Our helplessness confessing, 

For Thy heart is full of love, 
And Thy hands are full of blessing. 

Thon dwellest far above, 
Amidst etern&l splendours, 

And sendest angels dovo;n, 
To be our strong defenders. 

0 pur:t'fy our hearts, 
And all their hardness soften ; 

Enrich us with Thy grace, 
And visit us full often. 

Though round us every day 
Are countless mercies thronging, 

Yet nought but Thy great love 
Can still our hearts' doep longing. 

TYNDAL'S PRISON WORK. 

. FoR giving the English people 
their first printed Bible, Tyndal 
was thrown into prison for two 
years and afterwards burnt at the 
stake. But how did he occupy 
his time during these two years ? 
Did he cease ihis work? No; 
when they would not allow him 
to do it outside the jail he did it 
inside ; for there, unmolested, he 
fulfilled his promise .to give "an 
editionoftheNewTestamenttothe 
ploughboys of Gloucestershire." 
Thus Satan was outwitted. By 
flinging Tyndal into prison he 
thought to stop the work ; but the 
very means he employed to stop 
it were the means by which it 
was carried on. Prison work has 
often been the most fruitful of all 
work, and dungeons have borne 
harvests that have crowned those 
who sowed the seed in them with 
immortal honour. H. W. 

Our souls have oft been cheered 
Dy the words which Thou hast spoken, 

And in Thy cross we see 
Love's everlasting token. 

In Thee, 0 Lord l alone, 
Our expectations centre; 

The gates of life are wide, 
That we may freely enter. 

E'en in the saddest hours, 
When all our prospects darken, 

We still might hear Thy voice, 
Would we but calmly hearken. 

When time itself shall end, 
And heaven and earth be shaken, 

In Thine own likeness, Lord ! 
Our slumbering dust awaken, 

Our "life is hid" with Thee, 
Our union nought can sever, 

And we Thy face shall sec 
And reign_ with Thee for ever. 

Nova Scotia. J. CLA,RK, 

CHRIST SALUTED BY DYING 
MEN . 

IT is related in history that, in 
Roman times, when the gladiators 
were entering the arena, which 
some of them were about to soak 
with their blood, they passed 
before Cmsar se11.ted on his throne, 
and struck their swords on their 
shields, exclaiming at the same 
moment, " Hail, emperor ! hail, 
emperor ! dying men salute thee t" 
So let us as soldiers of Christ, as 
we pass the throne of the Eternal, 
strike " the sword of the Spirit " 
on the" shield of faith," and say, 
"Hail, Lord Jesus t hail, Lord 
Jesus! dying men salute Thee! 
We count not our lives dear so 
that we ma.y fight on Thy battle­
field and win for Thee eternal 
victories." 
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Jtnominaiinhal :inttlligttttt. 

CH_.\.NGES IN TUE PASTORATE. 

REV. S. P. EDWARDS has resigned tho 
pastorate of Siloam Chapel, Machen, 
and has accepted the invitation to the 
pastorate of llethel English Chapel, 
Ferndale, Rhondda Valley. 

Rev. W. Sutton has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Oakham. 

Rev. A. Tovey, pastor of Bethel 
English Church at Pontlottyn, re­
signed his pastorate, after seven years' 
service. 

Rev. J. Berry has resigned the pas­
torate of the church at Wyle Cop, 
Shrewsbury. • 

Rev. A. Macdonald, pastor of the 
church at Barnstaple, has announced 
his determination to resign his charge 
at the end of the present year. 

Rev. T. H. Smith has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Shelford, 
Beds, and accepted an invitation_ from 
the church at Haddenham, Isle of Ely, 
Cambs. 

Rev. F. Johnston, of Pontypool 
·College, has accepted a call to the -pas­
torate- vacant at St. Helier's, Jersey. 

Mr. M. G. Cooker has accepted an 
invitation from Bramley, near Leeds. 

Rev. T. W. Thomason, of Newtown, 
Montg()meryshira, has accepted the 
unanimous invitation of the church 
and congregation of Union Chapel, 
Queen's-park, Manchester, to become 
their pastor. 

Rev. J. J. Dalton, of Bradford, has 
accepted an invitation to the pastorate 
of the church, Lock's-lane, Frome, 
:Somerset. 

The Rev. F. Timmes has removed 
from Rugby, having accepted the pas­
torate of the church at Spaldwick, 

Mr. William Herbert Harris, of 
Liverpool, commenced his ministry at 
Fishergate Chapel, Preston, 

RECOGNITIONS. 
fa connection with the settlement at 
Stratford-road Chapel, Birmingham, of 

the Rev. John Hulme, of Chesterfield, 
a public recognition service has been 
held. l'rfr. S. A. Daniell presided, and, 
as a representative of the building 
committee, congratulated the congre­
gation on the completion of the ch,i;pel. 
Rev. H. Platten delivered an address 
of welcome on the part of the Baptist 
churches of the town, and Rev." Dr. 
Simon on behalf of other Nonconformist 
bodies. Revs. E. llfed1ey, J. M. 
McKerrow, and J. Hulme, also followed 
as speakers. 

The recognition of the Rev. G. W. 
Roughton, formei'ly· of Sydney, as 
pastor of the church at Beeston, near 
Nottingham, took pla.ce on the 24th of 
September. The Rev. T. Goadby, B.A., 
of Chilwell College, gave the address 
in the name of the church, and speeches 
followed by various ministers in the 
neighbourhood. 

The recognition "services have be,in 
held of Rev .. J. l:[orn as pastor of Zion 
Chapel, Baeup. Rev. E. Parker, Pre-• 
sident of Brighton-grove .College; llfan­
chester, preached in the afternoon, and 
in the evening a public meeting was 
held, presided over by Rev. J. Horn, 
who made a statement as to the reasons 
which had led him to accept the' call of 
the church at Bacop. Addresses were 
given by Revs. W. T. Adoy, of Scan. 
borough; W. H. Perkins, Goodshaw; 
W.L. Giles, Cloughfold; and others. 

Ordination services in connection 
with the settlement of the Rev. J. P. 
Cushing as pastor of the chnrch at 
Morfield, Yorkshire, were held on the 
30th of September. The Rev. E. 
Parker, of Manchester .College, .de­
livered the charge to the pastor; a•d 
the Revs. J. T. Marshall, M.A., that to 
the church. The Revs. C. A. Davis, 
Dr. Stock. E. T. Scammell, J. Hasl&IQ, 
and others took part in the proceedings, 
the public meeting being held under 
the presidency of llfr. A. Crowther, 
J.P., of Huddersfield. 

A special ser.ice connected with the 
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settlement of the Rev. W. S. Chedburn, 
late of Berwick-on-Tweed, as pastor of 
the church at Crown-terrace, Aberdeen, 
was held on. the 2nd of October, in the 
Christian Institute Hall. The Rev. 
Dr. Culross and others doli vered ad­
add1·esses, 

PRESENTATIONS. 

LUT0N,-A meeting· was held o.t Wel­
lington-street Ooopel,Octoboc 14th, for· 
the purpose of taking· farew-eU · of the. 
Rev. D. Morgan, 'Who is retiring from 
ill-health. Much sympathy was e~­
pressed for }Ir. ill-Organ, who is 
universally esteemed in the town. A 
presentation was-made of £84 5s. 3d., 
which inoluded contributions from 
other congregat.ions, . nota.bly the Con­
gregationalists, who kindly contributed 
£17. Addresses were delivered by the 
Mayor of Lut.on; the &v. Jamei H. 
Blake, G. C. Willi-&ms, of Bedford, Mr. 
Cole, Mr. Butcher, Rev. J. XnowhJs 
(Wesley;an.), and.others. 

The Rev. J. S. Harrison,havmg-been 
compelled fo reeign the pastorate of the . 
church at- Montagne-street, Blackbnrll, 
through ill-health,. after only aix 
mouths' labour there, an address and 
purse of gpld were presented the rev. 
gentleman at a meeting held on 1\'.lqnday 
week last. Mt •. Harrison accompanies 
lilt. Thomas Spnrgeon to Auatralia. 

NEW CHAPEL. 

THE first of the · opening servfoe8 ·in 
connection with the now chapel, Hale­
road, Bowdon, w&~e conducted on 
Tuesday, October 14th,. by the Rev. 
Dr. A. l\I'Laren, of Manchester. The 
building, which bas-been: er-eeted from 
the desigus and under the ,supe.ziutend­
ence of l\Ir. W. Owe11, will aea;t nearly 
500 persons, and its total cost will be 
about £2,500, towards which BPlll.ll 

£900 has been: -either actually 
received or promised. Underne:Lth 
are echools, and •the· whole erection 
is in the Italian style of .arc.hi. 
tecture. Dr •. M'Laxen, ill appeal­
ing to the congregation on behalf of 
the undertaking, said he had . the more 
pleasure in pleading for a Uber.al 

collection from members of other de­
nominations beeaase the trust deed of 
the church p~ovided for the l'eeeptfon 
into all the privileges of membership 

· as well 'M of .communion of all those­
who love.cl. [Christ.it\ ~ei::-ity. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
TltE half-yearly -meeting of the Old 
Al!Sociation was held at Lord's Hill,. 
Sna.ilbeach, &lop, on the 17th and 18th 
o;f Se.ptembor. On Weduesday the 
ministers and messengers met in con­
ferernie, under the -presidency of the 
Rev. Isaac Edwards, who called upon 
the Rev. J. Nicholas and Rev. D. Davies. 
to offer prayer. After an appropriate 
ad.,J.<resa by the President, the secretary• 
B. Price, Elsq., preaented the financial 
report fOi" the ~ast · yeo.r. Rev. E. T. 
Davies was appointed to write the 
next Assooia.tion letter. The confer­
enoe was brought to a close by pra.yer·· 
½' S. Wetkins. Sermons were preached 
the same -evening nt the following 
plaoee :-At Lord's Hill, by Rev. E. T. 
Davies and Rev. D. Davies; at Min­
sterly Congregational Chapel (kindly 
lent for the oooasion), by Rev. W, 
WillinmJJ and Rev. T. Rowson; at 
Brookton, by Rev .. S. Watkins and Rev. 
J. Harrison. On Thursday, a-t Lord's 
Hill, sermons were preached by- the 
following brethren :-Rev. J. Phillips 
and Rev. T. Jermine in the morning; 
Rev. S. Watkins and Rev. I. Edwards. 
in the afternoon-; Revs. W. Wi1liams, 
I. Edwards, and J. Nicholas, in the­
evening. 'fhe public ·services were" 
condueted by tho pastor, W. Jenkins. 
The weather on Thursday was pro­
pitious. The congregations were la.rge. 
The hospitable kindness of the friends. 
at Snailbeach and the neighbourhood 
ar0und was all tho.t could be desired. 

UXBRIDGE,-The Baptist cause has 
been for some · time extinct in this 
1.own, the old chapel having been shut 
up. On Thursday, September 30th, a. 
crowded public meeting WiLS held in 
the Town Hall for the purpose of in­
augurating the holding of regular 
servfoes in that place. The result con­
templated is the formation of an open 
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Baptist churcih under th0 pastorate of 
Rev. Arthur F. Gurney. Dr. Angus, 
who presided, spoke of the needs of the 
town and of the snitability of his 
neph~w Jlfr. Gurney, to engage in such 
a work 'as was intended. Mr. Gurney 
explained his own plans and principles, 
·1md hoped that as he was willing to 
labour for the present quite gratuitously, 
"'those who held Baptist views would 
rally round him and seize the oppor­
tunity of founding a real and permanent 
-work. Rev. H. Bayley, of Kingston, 
assured i\Ir. Gurney of the sympathy of 
other churches. Rev. J. P. Chown 
exhorted the audienee to energetic 
efforts. Rev. E. W. Tarbox gave 
personal testimony to the soundness of 
the former work done by Mr. Gurney 
in Westminster and Liverpool 

The chapel. at Myrtle-street, Liver­
J)OOI, under the pastorate of the Rev. 
Hugh Stowell Brown, has just been re­
opened, after considerable alteration 
and renovation. The accommodation 
has been somewhat curtailed, but the 
premises are now much more compact, 
and are still capable of seating 2,000 
persons. · 

ALPERTON, :MrnDLl!BEx.-Anniver­
·sary services of the Sunday-schools 
were held on Sunday, September 28th, 
special sermons were preached, in the 
morning by Rev. W. J. Inglis, and in 
the evening by Rev. S. A. Swaine. On 
the Thursday evening a tea and public 

.meeting was held; presided over by Mr. 
A. H. Baynes, when an encouraging 
report was read by Mr. Joseph Leete, 
the secretary, and addresses were de­
livered by Revs. W. J. Inglis and T. G. 
Atkinson, Messrs. Chapman, Capern, 
and Walker. 

LUTON.-Park Street Chapel Young 
:Men's Christian Association, under the 
presidency of the Rev. J. H. Blake, in­
au"urated the winter session on Mon­
day, October 6th, at ~he Tow_n _Hall, 
Mr. Holdfast's Bell-Rrngers g1v1ng a 
epecial entertainment. This society 
numbers nearly 350 members, the 
largest association in Luton. 

BAPr1er UNroN.-We are glad to be 
able to report that the meetings at 
Glasgow quite realised the expect&tion 

of the committee, There was a good 
attendance, and we hope some prac­
ticable results will follow. A full 
report of the meeting appeared in the 
Baptist _F,·eeman. 

In response to a circular issued 
under the direction of the Cheshire 
General Baptist Conference, a meeting 
has been held. at Crewe, when arrange­
ments were made for the union of the 
Cheshire churches. of the general and 
particular sections of the denomination 
in one county union. Rev. Isaac 
Preston was appointed chairman of the 
new organisation. 

BAPTISKS. 
Aber$ythan.-Septe~ber 17, Eleven, by J. 

Cole. 
Aberlil/ery.-Seplember 14, Ebenezer, Three, 

by Ll. Jones. 
Accriogton,-September 10, Barnes-street, 

Two ; October 10, Two, by W. Hughes. 
Addle.ton,, Surrey.-August 31; Four, by E. 

W. Tarbox. 
Attleoorcugli.-September 7, Five, by J. T. 

Felce, 
Bacup.-September 7, Three, by J. S. 

Hughes; October 5, Ebenezer, Four, by W, 
Gay. .· 

Barnard Town, Newport, Mon.-August 31, 
Four; September 28, Four, by A. T. Jones. 

&thel, Nantyg!o, Mon.-Angust 31, Three; 
September, 29, Tbree, by W. H. St~nbury, 

JJ,tlt'lehem, nco.r Haver!ordwest.-Oetober 5, 
Two, by D. 0. Edwa,rds. 

Bidef<ml,-Seven, by W. R. Woolley. 
.Birmingham.-August 31:,, Newhall-streett 

Eight, by A. G. O'Neill. 
Bishop'• Stortford.-September 25, Four, by 

B. Hodgkins. 
Blak<1<ey. - September 10, Three, by T. 

James. 
Bramley.-October 10, Three,· by M. G. 

Coker. 
Brandm>, Strll"olk.-September 25, Five, by 

J. Sage. 
.B,'idgmd.-Septernber 3, Four, by T. Cole. 
Buckhurd Hil~ Essex.-September 28, One, 

by Mr. Cousens. 
Builth, Breconshire.-Septembe,:21, Two, by 

J.M. Jones. 
Bnrnham, Essex.--Saptember 17, Three, by 

0. D. Gooding. 
Carmarthen.-September 7, English Chapel, 

Two, by T. Thomas. 
Cllard.-Septernbar 15, Tan, by A. Braine. 
Chep,tow.-Augu•t ~I, Six; Oct. 5, Three, 

by W. L. Mayo. 
Cheshire.-September 7, Nine, by J. Harvey. 
Constitutwn IliU, Birmingha.m.-Scpternber 

2S, Three, by J. Burton. 
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Coxall, Shropshire.-Scptembor 21, One, by 

wco!l~:!',mwilts.-October 2, Four, by J. 

Ro';!;ik~~M.-October 3, Two, by J. Cruick­

sh~~!1;,,:.,,-September 4, BculahChapel, Four; 
by J. Williams• September 4, at Hebron 
Chs.pel, Three, by W. Willie.ms. 

.Dronjield.-September 1, Four, by T. H. 

Bl_;,t~f; Colne, Essex.-October 3, Two, by W. 

E. fr,~;· Vai\l.-September 21, English Chnrch, 
Five, by W. G-. Thomas. . 

Edgeside.-September 20, Five, by J. Wat-

mE~!~~d. Breconshire.-September 7, Six, 
by J. Phillips. . tr t 

Gla.,gow.-September 10, Fredenck-s ee , 
Four, by A. F. Mills. 

Guiisooro'.-September H, Four, by J. G. 

ScJ}:i,teaa Essex.-October 1, Four, by E. 
Morley. ' 

HanJey.-Septembel' 7, Eight, by C. Cham-

be;~rlingto11, - September 1, Two, by "\V. 
0

1J!iow, Essex.-September 17, at Potter­
street Two, by A. E. Reo.llf. 

He~ton 1 Bradford.-september 7, Seven~ by 
R. Hows.rth. 

Ren-~-on.Tham.e.s.;-September 21, Four, by 

.r. Jl;,gh Wy:~be.-Septembcr 28, Three, by 

WH~~~~[ii,,-septembcr 27, Three, by J. W. 

N~~~~s.field.-October 1, Six, by E. T. 
Scammell, 

Lancashire, St. Helen·s. - September 21, 
Park-road, Four, by w_ C. Taylor. 

Leeds.-Sept',mber 21, York-road, Fout·, by 
J. Smith. 

Lj~on, Devon.-September 21, Three, by 
G. Parkor. 

Li<>erpool.-October 5, Soho-street, Four, by 
E. E. Walter. 

Lockerley. -September 14, Eight, by C. 

Mfi;d', Hill, Smallbeach, Salop.-October 5, 
Four, by W. Jenkins. 

Market Drayton.-September 22, One, by T. 
Clark. 

Malton. Yorks.-October 6, One, byJ.Rigby. 
Merthy,· Tydvil.-September 7, One, by R. 

Dades. 
Millgate, Rochdale.-September 7, Two, by 

T Griffiths. ' . 0

Mor;ah, Radnorshire.-Scptember 21, Five, 
by J. Phillips. 

Metropa!itan Distri-et :­
Chi,wick.-Septembcr 28, Four, by W. E. 

Ly.Joi~-.street, Edgware-road. -October Z, 
Two by .T. 0. Fcllowes. 

G~nne,·abury.-Septcmber 26, Six, by W. 
Frith. , . 

Leytoml<me, E.-September 28, F1ve, by J. 
Br~dford. 

Metropoliian Tabernacle. - October 2, 

T';~~;;~v;~.rk-road.-Oetobcr 1, One, by 
·B. Kriee. ,, T 

Poplar.-September 2S, Six, by \,. . 
Lambourne. · 

Surrey-lai-_ie, Be.ttersea..-Aufrust 31, Th:ee, 

by ~;l~~~S:,-ptember 4, ·at Charles-street, 
Sixteen (nine, for Mr. Murphy, Elm Grove­
etreet), by J. Wilsoa. 

Neath, South Wales.-September 22, English 
Chapel, Eleven, by G. Hawker. 

Nebo, Ebbw Vale, Mon.-September 28, Two, 
by W. Jones. 

NebQ, J-'.,trad,Rhondda.-September 2Z, Fonr 
by A. Williams. 

Newport, Mon.-September 2S, Five, by J. 
Donglas. 

Newton Abbot.-September 18, One, by R. 
Hall. 

Neyland, Pembrokeshire. - September 9, 
One, by J. W. Edwards. 

Nottingham. - September 7, Exetel' Ball, 
Thirteen, by E. J. Silverton. 

Ogden, Rochda,le.-August 31, Three, by A. 
E. Greening. 

Over .Darwen.-September, 28th, Fourteen, 
by J. Blake. 

Peno:rll,, Cardiff,-September 14, Fourteen, 
by W,Parry. 

Pembroke. - September 21, Four, by E. 
Thomas. 

Plymoulh.-September 3, Eleven, by W . 
Ashworth. 
- Pole Moor, near Buddersfteld.-Oelober 4, 
Two. by J. Emns. 
· Poiu1w near Ringwood. '-- September 1, 

Four. by G. Diff~y. 
Ramoth, Cowbridge, Glamorgu.n.-Septom­

ber 13 Eight, by D. Evans. 
Ri&M, llfon.-September 7, English Chapel, 

One, by T. Tboms.s. 
Shejfleld.-August 31, Gloss op-road, Four, 

by .T. Bailey, B.A. 
IVaunaftywdd.-September U, Two, by W. 

John. 
IVhitwick, L8icestershire.-Five, byF.Mantle. 
l'V"orcester.-October 10, Sansome-walk:

1 
Five, 

by J. Lewitt. 

RECENT DEATHS, 
WB bJLve to announce with deep regret 
the death of the Rev. F. W. Goadby, 
:M.A. of Watford. He returned a few 
weeks ago from a vacation in Switzu. 
land, and was then suffering a little 
from the journey. He resumed bis 
work, however, and a fortnight .ago 
preached, what has proved bis lait 
sermon, on the words, "There ehall he 
no night thore." His indisposition 
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turned into typhoid fever, and though 
all that human skill could do was done, 
he died on Wednesday morning, 
October H>oh. He seemed a little 
better on the Tuesday. But about one 
a.m. a change took place, and at three 
he entered upon the eternal day of 
which he had been preaching. 

We regret to record iho death of the 
Rev. H. A. James, of "Stratfor.d-on­
Avon, which has just· taken pl11.Ce at 
Stroud. The decensed entered. the 
ministry-having been trained in the 
Pastor's College in 1865-and removed 
from Minchinhampton to Stratford in 
1878. The Rev. Thoe. Benskin, of 
Stroud, last week preached a funeral 
sermon. 

We have to- record the death of a 
devoted servant of'Christ, who depaTted 
this life at Rosedale Cottage, Llanvi­
hangel Y strad, on Se,ptember 3rd, 1879, 
Walter Davis, in the 88th year of his 
age. In the yeM 1816, while the Rev. 

Mr. Jenkins was preaching in the 
honse of his (W. D.'s) father at Ockren 
Mill, our brother became greatly 
troubled in soul, so that he could find 
no rost till he found peace in Christ. 
Soon after he was baptised, and joined 
the church at Llanwennarth in the 
year 1816. He. continued there in 
membership about nine years. Ho 
then removed to Tro·waylade Farm, 
united with thechnroh;withwhich he re­
mained a faithful memlr&r till the time 
of his death, a period of fifty-four years. 
For many years he filled the office of 
deacon. His earnest desire for the wel­
fare of the church was remarkable to the 
last. Ho finished his course with joy, 
and was buried in the graveyarcl of the 
chapel, Llanvihangel Ystrad. His 
death was improved-on September 21st 
by his pastor, T. C, Powell, from Job v. 
26, " Thou ahalt come to thy g:rnve in 
a full age, like as a shock of corn 
cometh in in his season." 

P.t\.Sl'ORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 

l':BBBIDENT-0, H. SPURGEON. 

-statement ,if Ileempts from Sept. 20th to Ott. 19tlt, 1879. 

£s.d. £s.d. £ s. a_ 
Collection at Vernon Mr. C. J. Brown ..•. 0 10 0 Sayer Breton, per J. 

Mr. Wm. Baine.... • • 0 11 0 B. Near . . . . . . . . . . 0 
Z., Plymouth •••••••• 10 0 0 ~r. S. Willson, son... 1 
Mr. W. Bourne...... 1 0 0 Miss M. Go<>ling .... 0 
Jlfr. J. Seivwright . • 1 0 0 l\1r. J. S. Cumming.. 3 
Mrs. Trail . • . • • •. • • • 2 0 0 Mr. C. W. Goodlmrt •• 1 
Mr. Thomas Scoular 3 0 0 I A Widow·s Thank-

7 0 Chapel, Pentouvi.lle, 
1 0 per Rev. C. B. Saw• 
5 U day ............. . 5 0 
0 0 B.aptist Church, 
0 0 Middleton Cheney, 

Executors of the late- i offering . . . . . . . . . . 0 5 
!rlr. W. Connon ..•• 45 0 0; Mrs. Webb.......... 0 7 

Mr. R. Finlaysot1.... 0 10 0 i ~rs. :IL_ :lfilbournc . . 2 2 
lfr. J. B. lfaynard, 

1 
'Iwo Fnern1s . . . . . . 0 5 

, 1st Month's wai.es 2 0 0 S.S. Absolum • •. . • • 0 5 
Mr. C. Spurgeon, fim : Mr. J. H. Rice ••• • •• 1 0 

fruits • • • • • • • • • • . • 0 0 · Sarah • . • . . • . . . . . . . • 0 10 
A. Reader of the i MT. W. Ladbrooke . . 1 0 

0 0 
I per Rev. J. Do:l-

0

1 

well .......•.•••.. 
6 Mr. J. P . .Marsh, per 
0 Mr. Isaac . . . . . .. . 2 10 0 
0 A. B. for India •••••• o 0 U· 
0 Weekly Offerings at 
0 Metropolitan Taber-
0 nacle:-
0 September, 21 • , 20 O 3 

Swo1'tl and Trowel 0 10 0 ! :?,fr. Jones, per 11.r. 
Mr. Geo. Kingerlee . • 1 0 0 I Lockhart .....•.• 
The l!isses Drans- : Mrs. JI[. G. n. Chap• 
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October 5 .... , • 37 7 10 
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Mrs. Flitagemld ••• _.. 1 0 0 ·, Collection at Zion 
Mr. Sprigga • • • • • • • • O 5 0 , Chapel, Brartford, 
Mr. F:D. Ranforo . . 0 2 0 1 per IleT. C. A. 
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Mr. J. F. Godwin.. • • 2 2 0 Davis .. .. . . . . . . . . 13 17 
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£323 1 1 

Subscriptiouawill bethankfullyreooived by C. H. Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabernacle •. 
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NO CONDEMNATION.* 

A SERMON PREACHED IN THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H. SPURGEON, 

" There is therefore no"" no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus, who wmk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."'-ROMANS -viii. 1. 

WE are reminded here of a very unpleasant fact. The m9'!!s of man­
kind are under condemnation. While the Apostle rejoices that some 
persons, whom he describes as being in Christ Jesus, are not under 
condemnation, he leaves us to infer, and we may most truthfully 
do so, that the rest of minkind are under condemnation. It is a solemn 
fact, whieh I would fain speak not only into the ears but into the hearts 
of the unconverted, that they are already condemned. How know 
I this ? God Himself declares it. " He that believeth not is con­
demned already, because he hath not believed on the Son of God." 
Somo preachers tell their hearers that their present life is a state 
of probation, and that they are now on their trial whether they shall 
be condemned or not. A greater mistake could not be committecl. 
You are not hke men put upon their trial. For the trial is over, 
the verdict is given, you have been found guilty, the sentence has 
gone forth ; you are condemned already if you have not believed 
in Jesus Christ. "God is angry-is very angry-with the wicked every 
day." "This is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil." 
My dear hearer, this is a truth so terrible, that did you realise it as you 
ought, it would· make your hair stand on end, and your :flesh creep 
upon its bones. Well may you tremble as you hear that you are 
already condemned by the verdict of the highest authority, that the 
sentence is registered in heaven, and that it will be executed in due 
time if grace do not prevent. All men who are not sa.ved by Christ 
are at present under a condemnation, and when the terror of that 
condemnation is personally apprehended, the soul, conscious of its own 
guilt and of Divine j ustico, feels that life is deprived of all its joys; and, 
turning to God, like David, it will complain, "Day and night Thy 
hand is heavy upon me, my moisture is turned into the drought of 
summer." It is indeed a marvel to all thoughtful minds that men can 
be condemned of the Almighty and yet live wantonly, and take pleasure 
in unrighteousness; that they can indulge their passions as if they were 
innocent of any crime, and indifferent to any consequence. Because 
they are dead in sin, therefore are they at ease. Stab a corpse, bury 
it deep in the clay cold soil, dance upon his gravc--yea, launch the 
earthquake and the storm, nothing will disturb him, because he is 
dead. So it is with some of you ; because you are dead in sin, nothing 
agitates or afarms your conscience. When reminded of death and 
judgment, of the wrath of God, of the awful future that awaits you, 

* This &lrmon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and translating is reijerved. 
No. 253, NEw SERIES, 
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you hear it as a thrice-told story and go your ways with the utmost 
complacency. What madness this is! Are your brains addled? Are 
you bereft of reason? Doth a wild frenzy hold your hearts captive? 
Has sin acquired so complete a mastery over all your faculties that 
there is no arousing you from this spiritual death ? May God quicken 
you and save you, or else you will sleep yourselves into the place 
where you will lift up your eyes in horror and despair, only to find 
escape impossible. 

The condemnation then that rests upon all men is present, and it 
is such a condemnation as would make them quake and quail if they 
could but perceive it; but whether they perceive it or not, it will 
certainly crush them ere long. Every moment, at every tick of the 
clock the fulfilment of the sentence draws nearer. As we sit silent in 
the sanctuary, or as we saunter through the streets, whether we halt 
or hurry, be we in pursuit of pleasure or intent on business, time with 
its hasty wheels is rushing on. Push on fast as thou mayest, oh 
pilgrim, over the plains of life, yet time, that "treads more soft than 
e'er did midnight thief," will outstrip thee, and death will face thee as 
the goal it is impossible to pass. Ah ! the world will then lose its 
charms ; the joys that floated once before thine eyes shall fade and 
vanish one and all. Mayhap the clamours of conscience shall then 
arouse thee for a brief space. But how canst thon quell those fears or 
quiet those terrors that haunt the disturbed spirit? Or must ye tarry 
till the sentence comes from the great white throne, and the voice 
of thunder saith, "Depart, ye cursed," or ever your sluggish souls will 
reek the danger-till ye realise the doom of the impenitent? The most 
callous criminal and the most proud-hearted Pharisee will then be 
alike av;,-fully conscious of their own error and of God's equity. They 
once smiled contemptuously at the very mention of being condemned, 
as a commonplace expression; now they discover what it means-that 
their confidence is withered at the root, that the curse enters into 
their core, and that their very being is blasted. God defend you from 
such a damnation ! May He first deliver you from your levity, and 
then lead you into the light of life, to enjoy the high immunity of 
sinners saved by grace, to whom there is no condemnation, because 
they are sheltereu in Christ Jesus, being saints approved, seeing that 
they have ceased to be sensual in their conduct because they have 
become spiritual in their character. 

Plunging at once without further preface into our subject, let us 
consider the acquittance here described, the privileges consequent, and 
the character of the people interested in this announcement. ,VI1at a 
perfect clearance, dear friends, this is from all attainture ! " There 
is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." 
Those who are thus absolved were once heirs of wrath, even as others. 
Through their sin they were once not only impeached, but condemned. 
How great a change then has passed over them since, through the free 
grace of God, they are wholly delivered from the verdict of the law. 
Nor is it merely a reprieve of the guilty or a respite of judgment which 
is here set forth. The believer in Christ has full absolution and com­
plete exculpation; so we read, " There is therefore now no condemna­
tion." Whom God doth pardon is fully pardoned; whom God justilieth 
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is perfectly justified. Look at that list of· thy sins; it is very long and 
very black; yet when once the pen is drawn through them by the hand 
of God, not one of them shall be mentioned against thee, 0 believer, 
any more for ever. You know the oft-told story of Martin Luther, 
when the devil came to the side of his bed, and said, "Thou shalt 
-surely be cast into hell, for see here the long tale of thy trans­
gressions." To which he calmly replied," Is that all?" "No," said 
the devil, "that is not all ; '' and therewith he conjured up to his 
memory sins innumerable of thought, of lip, and of action, a great roll, 
which he gradually drew out and unravelled Whereupon the brave 
old man exclaimed, "Is that all?" "Nay,'' said Satan, "not all. 
There lies behind the iniquity of thy holy things.'' Then Luther 
said again, "Is that all?" "Enough, in all conscience," replied the 
:fiend," to make thee tremble." "Well, then," said Luther, "write at 
the bottom of it, 'The blood of Jesus Christ His Sou cleanseth us 
from all sin.'" And were the list long enough to belt the earth and to 
run round the zodiac itself, yet the moment we believe in Jesus, the 
precious blood would rend the list into a thousand shatters and entirely 
obliterate the handwriting of charges against us. There is no sin in 
God's book against a believer. His great sins, his little sins, his public 
sins, his private sins, his word sins, his sins of imagination, the sins 
of all his life are gone, every one of them. Like the Egyptians 
drowned in the Red Sea, the depths have covered them ; there is 
not one of them left. Occasionally people speak as though they hoped 
they were half pardoned. Of what use would that be? Unless every 
sin be forgiven we cannot stand in the presence of God. Our mercy 
'tis to know that every sin is forgiven. 

" There's pardon for transgressions past, 
It matters not how black their cast ; 
And oh, my soul, with wonder view, 
For sins to come here's pardon too." 

Do not put your finger now upon some sin that seems to you peculiai-Iy 
flagrant and say, I fear some trace of that remains. It is not so. For 
,covered is your unrighteousness ; no spot of defilement remains on 
those who are redeemed and sanctified. There is therefore now no 
,condemnation-no righteous condemnation-from conscience or from 
God. How brave was our Apostle when he had drunk deep into the 
spirit of this truth, when he defied heaven and earth and hell to accuse 
him ! Listen to his words. "Who shall lay anything to the charge 
of God's elect? '' Growling devils, you cannot do it. Christ's blood 
bath stopped your mouths. Who shall lay anything to the charge of 
God's elect? Do you not fear that the thunderbolts of heaven will fall 
upon so bold a man ? They cannot ; for listen to him-" It is God that 
justifieth." He is not then afraid of the Ahnighty; as though He would 
undo what He bas done, or unsay what He has spoken. If He has 
acquitted, He will not afterwards condemn. Nay, more, "Who is 
he that condemneth? " saith the brave Apostle, and he looks up to the 
throne where the Judge Himself is sitting, and he cries," It is CbJ:ist 
that died; yea, rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." There is no con-
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demnation, not a. drachm, not an atom, not a. word, not a syllable, not. 
a. letter, not a jot or tittle of condemnation against the believer in 
Christ Jesus. One of our martyrs-I think it was Tomkins-whose 
furger Bonner held over a candle to let him feel a. little of the pain 
of burning, was taunted by the bishop with the sentence, " Thou art 
a. heretic; thou wilt be damned." "No," said Tomkins," "bishop, 
there I am a match for thee. I never shall be damned. You know he­
bath said "-quoting this text as it runs in the old English translation­
"' There is therefore now no damnation to him that is in Christ Jesus, 
who walks not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.' You may burn me," 
said be, "but you cannot damn me; that is beyond your power, for 
there is therefore now no damnation to him that is in Christ Jesus." 
So can we say, and in this we can rejoice. 

Further, the non-condemnation mentioned in the text is not only 
complete, but it is a present blessing. " There is therefore now no 
condemnation." That is, at this passing hour and on this particular 
day. There is at this moment no condemnation to any one who is in 
Christ Jesus. Oh, beloved! how the men of this world do play with 
this Book, and what a sorry mess they make of it ! They dream that 
nobody can be perfectly pardoned and saved until he comes to die, 
and then it is chance work with them. If you tell them that you are 
now saved, they will reply that you are presumptuous ; and if with 
holy boldness you delight and rejoice in your immunity from con­
demnation, they will either say you are a mad fanatic, or else they will 
attribute your confidence to self-righteousness, and charge you with 
thinking yourself better than others. Far be it from us to esteem 
ourselves at all ; but we do esteem Christ very highly, and we consider 
Him worthy to be trusted. Now, believer, you know that your freedom 
from condemnation is a thing of to-day. When the saints of God shall 
stand in heaven before those starry thrones, with their crowns upon 
their heads and their palm branches in their hands, they will not be 
more completely justified than they are now. They will not be in any 
degree more free from condemnation than they are the very moment 
that they believe. They will be more sanctified. Sin will be more 
thoroughly eradicated from their character; but they will not be more 
forgiven, nor will they be more accepted in the Beloved than they now 
are. Think of this, you trembling believers; in the matter of forgiveness 
yon are on a par with St. Paul, and in the matter of justification you 
are on a level with St. John before the throne. There are no first, 
second, and third degrees here. There is- now, at this instant, no 
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus ; they partake to-day of 
a present and perfect pardon. 

But notice further, that this blessed fact of a present and perfect 
pardon may be positively known. The possibility of such a perfect 
pardon some will allow, though they cannot concede even the proba­
bility of its being evident to the individual conscience of any one. Ah ! 
little do they know of the secret of the Lord, which is with them that 
fear Him. I make bold to say that there are hundreds,if not thousands, 
in this house this evening who know by the witness of the Holy Spirit 
·within them that they are accepted in Christ. I will be bolder still .. 
Let me speak for myself. If at this moment I had any doubt about 
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my complete pardon through the precious blood of my Redeemer I 
could no more dare go to sleep to-night until I had made my calling 
and election snre than I dare go to re;ist with the suspicion that my 
house was on fire. To lay me down and sleep with my house on :gre 
. would be a trifling folly compared with retiring to rest while I knew my 
soul was exposed to perdition. Do I speak presumptuously? Challenge 
the evidence I produce if you will. My Master's word tells me that he 
that believeth on Jesus Christ is not condemned. Well, I know I do 
believe in Jesus Christ. I .am as sure of that .as I can be of anything. 
lhave;i not any hope save in what the Lqrd Jesus Christ did for me 
upon the cross. I depend.upon .His finished work with all my hel!,rt 
and soul and strength. I dare not rest anywhere else ; bnt I do 
depend on Him, and the old Book saith, " He that believeth on Him is 
not con4emned." Shall I believe God, or .shall I make Him a liar? 
I will believe it. Then I am not condemned. I .am not; I cannot be. 
Every soul that trusteth in Him is ftee from condemnation. He would 
have every soul that believeth in Him to know this, and take comfort 
from it. You may suck the sweetness of it now. Will any of you be 
content to go home and say," I hope it will be well wit;ii me?" Can 
you put up with hopes when you had need to be positive? Have you 
brought your money with you to-night? Do you think it is in your 
pocket? Will that satisfy you, if you are not certain? Suppose it 
were all you have got in the world. I am sure you would not be 
satisfied if you only hoped it was there. Perhaps some pickpocket has 
stolen it. . .Ah! but you would want to make quite sure of its safety. 
A vague hope would afford you slight satisfaction. And will an 
equivocal, ambiguous,misty hope suffice with regard to our eternal state? 
We ought to" know in whom we have believed," and we had need be 
", persuaded that He is able to keep that which we have committed 
unt.o Him." What shall I say to you of little faith? Do seek to get 
greater faith, that you may be enabled to "read your title clear to 
.mansions in the skies." Pray for a full assurance of faith. Never .be 
<;ontent until you get it. Unless you get it you will rwss that. sweet 
heaven below which is the antepast of the heaven above. 

But I must pass on to observe, dear friends, that as. this non-con­
demnation is complete and present, and may be known, the text gives 
us a hint that it is well-grounded. Notice that word " therefore.'' 
" There is tl;.erefore p.ow no condemnation.'' "Therefore," that is a 
word that logicians use in their argum1mts. It is not a. word for 
fanatics and .enthusiasts; they never talk about "therefore." Hot­
headed, hare-brained creatures leave out all "therefores,'' and take 
things for gram.ed. .The full a.ssura.nce of salvation which the Chri1i:tian 

, enjoys is a watter capable of the clearest demonstration. It is not an 
item of belief produced by excitement, but it is to be proved as plainly 
as .that twice• two.make four. How so? Why thus :-According to 
the Woi:d of ·God, Jesus C.hrist .took upon Himself all the sins of 

, ,oolieve;i:s. If I, then, be a believ13r, it is cµia.r that· I have no sin. 
,,Bees.use if Christ took .my sins,. those sins cannot be in two places, at ; one time. If they are on Christ, t4.ey ca.nnot .. be on. me. If Christ 
·.becrune, my .. substitute, .. then am I clear .. If my ,!!IDS were laid upon 
,His. he.a.d, .a.nd He became the .offerll,lg of a.. scapegoat for me, then my 
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sins do not lie upon me. The fact is clear enough. Take another 
proof. If it be true, according to God's Word, that Jesus Christ was 
punished for the sins of His people, and endured at God's hand what 
was due to them for their sins, then is it clear enough, clear as a sum 
in arithmetic, that if God has punished Christ for our sins, He cannot 
punish us too; that if the debt be paid once it is no longer a debt, for 
who can demand payment of a debt twice, first at the hand of the 
surety, and secondly at the hand of him for whom the surety stood? 
Tako a third illustration. Paul says it is "therefore." A believe1·, 
according to God's Word, is married unto Uhrist. Now who knows not 
that the moment a woman is married she is out of debt ? Be the 
inventory as long as it may, the debts belong to her husband; she has 
not any. So with the believer. The instant he is married unto Christ 
his many sins are transferred to Christ. Christ becomes the sin­
bearer, and that text is fulfilled, "The Lord bath laid upon Him the 
iniquity of us all.'' He, then, that is marrieil to Christ, he for whom 
Christ suffered, he whose debts Christ paid, must be clear, and the 
" therefore " of the text is as plain as possible. " There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." 

This is a glorious doctrine, but I must pass on to speak for 
awhile of the privileqes which are enjoyed by every man to whom this 
clearance from condemnation cometh. 

0£ the many privileges I shall only mention a few. 
First. His conscience is perfectly at ease. He has been guilty; he 

has deserved to perish; God has forgiven him ; why should he disturb 
himself any more ? Oh ! believe me, there is no peace like that which 
Divine pardon gives. Great peace have such as these; their peace flows 
like a river. " The peace of God which passeth all understanding keeps 
their hearts and minds." I have heard of a debtor who had been so 
often arrested that on one occasion, catching his sleeve upon the sharp 
spike of a railing, he turned round and said, " I will pay you to-morrow," 
thinking he was arrested again. Some persomi are always in that 
state of mind, perpetually in fear of being punished for their sins ; but 
the believer in Jesus carries the receipt for all his sins in his heart. 
He has trusted Christ, and he has God's own word that " He that 
helieveth on Him is not condemned;" so he looks for no sheriff's officers. 
from heaven, nor for any accusers, for he is sure and certain that he is 
clear. Conscience is at ease, and he that hath an easy conscience hath 
life and health. He sleeps on a soft bed, and if his room be never so 
narrow and his food never so scant, yet is he better off than lords of 
the realm if they have not this selfsame bliss-the bliss of a conscience 
made right with God. The Christian that knows this privilege, of 
having peace of conscience, has all his trials sweetened. For the 
bitterness of our triais there is au antidote. To ungodly men sufferings 
are punishments ; but to believing men the worst sufferings are 11 
salutary discipline. Never, I entreat you, yon who believe in Christ, 
never look upon your losses in business, or the deaths in your family, 
or your own personal sickness, as being a punishment, a penal judg­
ment from God. How can God punish those whose sins were all laid 
upon His dear Son ? And if there be no condemnation to them, how 
can there be any degree of punishment to them? Wha.t, then, are Ql,lr 
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afflictions? They are chastisements; and there is a vast differencQ 
between chastisement from a father and punishment from a judge. A 
cJ:wd may have to feel the rod from his father's band, but it is a very 
different thing from the strokes laid on by the jailer when the magis­
trate sentences a child to have so many blows. The rod in a father's 
hand never cuts so deep, and it is sweetened with the sense that it is 
for his good. But in the judge's hand it is a punishment for offences 
already committed. Ah! Christian, God as a Judge has nothing to do 
with you. He has acquitted you ; you are clear ; He will never touch 
yon with so much as the edge of His sword; but as a child you shall be 
chastened, the Father's love meanwhile sustaining you while His 
anger smites. Oh ! bow well may you drink of this cup. How cheer­
fully may you submit to receive anything from that dear hand. Be of 
good courage, then. There is no condemnation. Come poverty, come 
sickness, come what may, if there is no condemnation the bitterness is 
taken away. This makes death also a delight rather than a trouble to 
the Christian. Death to the Christian is not a punishment for sin. As 
I have said before, Christ has borne all the punishment for His people; 
there is no condemnation to them; and if no condemnation, then no 
punishment ; and therefore death cannot be a punishment to the 
believer. What is it, then? Why, a privilege. To sleep in Jesus is a 
privilege; to have life's sorrows ended is a privilege; to have the gates 
of heaven set wide open, that we may enter in to our inheritance and 
enjoy our never-ending reward is a great privilege. We shall take off 
these workday garments, soiled and dusty with care and sorrow, ancl 
put on our Sabbath garments, pure and white, like thosj:l our l\laster 
wore when He was transfigured on the mountain's brow. To die in the 
Lord is a covenant blessing. ·when there is no curse, nor judgment, 
death s no more the king of dread. To those who trust in Jesus 
death has lost his sting; he comes as a friend, and no longer as a foe. 
If there be no condemnation, death has lost its power; and, beloved, 
when there is no condemnation the child of God loses all his slavish 
fear. Until he feels that he is pardoned he lives a very precarious 
kind of life. I often wonder how our Arminian friends fare for comfort. 
They seem to me to suck a very dry breast. Their view appears to be 
somewhat like this :-If they arc humble, prayerful, charitable, and 
..1o their duty, they will at last enter eternal life. It depends, howeve1·, so 
very much upon themselves, and there are so many serious slips between 
the cup and the lip, that sorne of these slips may prove fatal and final. 
But when the believer comes to a full assurance of faith in Christ, he 
can say, I have nothing to do with this kind of contingency; I am 
saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation; love's redeeming 
work is done ; Christ said on the tree, It is :finished, and I believe it ; 
my sins are all forgiven ; His righteousness is mine; I am one with 
Him, and because He lives I shall live also. And oh, what a happy 
man he is! Ahl say some, but then he will go and live in sin. Yes; 
you would, perhaps, but he would not. On the contrary, he says­
Christ bas done so much for me, how I hate the sins that made Him 
mourn; how I will seek to do all I can to honour and glorify Him. Yes; 
you slaves want the whip on your backs. I know you do. You will not 
move an inch to serve God unless you get your penny for it ; you only 
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keep from sin because yon are afraid of hell; you only follow after 
righteousness because you want to get to heaven by your slavish 
works. It is not so ·with the Christian. He is neither driven by fear 
nor drawn on by hope of reward, but he is prompted by gratitude fo:r 
the eternal grace of Christ Jesus, both to labour and suffer reproach; 
and he saith, I will serve God with heart, and soul, and strength, now 
that I have not got myself to serve, all my needs being supplied. I 
venture to say that a man who works in order to save himself is 
working for himself with a slavish motive, and is not working for God 
at all; while the m:an who is saved, having nothing now to gain, lives 
for God. He is capable of the highest virtue: his soul is sublimely 
lifted up above the dregs of selfishness, and he has attained something 
like pure, disinterested affection to the great God and His only 
begotten Son, who loved him, and gave Himself for him. Hence he 
becomes a different kind of man from anythlng this world can produce 
apart from such Christian influence. The spontaneous fruit of the 
Gospel of God's free grace is an ardent love to Jesus, an earnest zeal 
for the faith once delivered to the saints, and a constant habit of being 
prayerful, aml careful, and charitable. Other men may talk about 
good works; the man that is saved in the Lord produces them: they 
may have a selfish theory which enjoins them to do gooil, but this man 
has a living principle that constrains him to do good; a vital energy 
that springs up within himself as he is quickened and renewed by the 
Holy Spirit. 

Beloved, one of the precious results of non-condemnation is that as 
soon as a man gets it himself he wants others to get it likewise. There 
arc never such flaming missionaries of the cross as those who them­
selves live in the enjoyment of the fruit that hangs thereon. Directly 
you know that you are pardoned, you will want your dear wife to be 
pardoned. As sure as you are forgiven, you will want to clasp your 
dear children to your bosom with a confidence that they too aro 
forgiven. I never knew a man get into Christ's lifeboat but what the 
next minute he began to lean over the side and beg to pull in some deaJ"" 
drowni:i;ig brother who was almost lost. Yes; if you have got a mean, 
meagre, starveling gospel, full of "ifs,,. and "buts," it is not worth 
your zeal; but when you have holrl of something solid, like this, 
"Therefore there is now no condemnation," then your soul begins to 
stir within yon, then your manhood wakens itself up, and straining 
itself to its highest energy, you seek to save others as you yourself 
have been saved. 

Now my time is almost gone, lmt I must detain you a few 
minutes to notice the persons to whom this non-condemnation belongs. 
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus." This is the :first description. They were in Christ Jesus· by 
Divine purpose. They were in Uhrist Jesus by His federal headship; 
but they come to be actu~lly in Christ Jesus, experimentally so, by 
their simple faith, which unites them to the Lamb and brings them 
sitlvation. All inside Noah's ark were saved; all outside were drowned. 
Faith is the Mt which crosses the doorstep, and puts us inside the door. 
He who trusts ,Tesu~ Christ with all his heart is in Christ; he is vitally 
united to the Lord Jesus, and there is no conilemnation to him. Would 
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not some people like the ·text to run-There is therefore now no 
condemnation to those who go to church :regularly ? It does not say so 
though. Some would be very pleased to have it said-There is no con­
deronation to really good sound members of the Baptist community ; 
but it does not say anything of the sort. And some would be pleased 
to find it run-There is no condemnation to those that have been 
baptised and confirmed, and that take the sacraments regularly. But 
it does not say so, not a word of it. "There is therefore now no con­
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." If thou believest fa 
Christ Jesus thou art not condemned, but I tell thee if thou dost not 
believe in Him, all thy religion, though it be bright as gilt, though it 
may seem to shine and glitter, and sparkle before thine eyes, is not 
worth the turn of a brass farthing, and the sooner thou art rid of it the 
better. There is nothing that can save thee but simple faith in Jesus. 
If thou hast that, thou art not condemned; if thou art without that, all 
thy pageantry and pretended godli.u.ess will only make a mask for tbee 
to go to hell in, and there it shall be plucked from off thy face, and thou 
shalt stand exposed to perpetual scorn. By way of further description 
we are told that they waJ.k not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Now 
I want you just to get into the sieve, and let us sift you, and see 
whether you are wheat or not. To walk after the flesh-what is that? 
That man waJlts after the flesh who indulges his passions. The flesh 
,craves for strong drink, and he drinks till his senses are drowned. The 
.flesh pines for all kinds of delicacies, and he pampers appetite, feeding 
without fear till he puts fatness on his bones and brings leanness into 
his soul. The flesh says, Adorn thyself. Don't you see the votary of 
fashion sitting at the gla.ss; her first and last thought how that curl 
shall be placed? The flesh says-Make thyself great and famous; and 
don't you see the slave of frail ambition toiling until midnight, working 
·with all his might for honour and distinction, reaping only envy, pride, 
and covetousness? The fleHh says "Please people "-and Jo not you 
see the mean time-server giving up conscience, principles, and even self­
respect, that he may get the crowd to flatter him with their good 
-opinion? The flesh says-Get gold, amass a fortune ; and don't you 
see the covetous man, how l.ris heart contracts while his fortune 
expands; wlmt scrubby things ho will do if he can but scrape the 
money together? This is walking after the flesh, when you obey the 
instinct and inclinations of these base-born carnal natures of ours. 
Some in coarse, others in courtly fashion follow the dictates of their 
passions; profit or pleasure affords them an apology. Look at 
this great city of ours ; how full of beautiful butterflies, that contribute 
nothing to the hive; how few busy working bees we have among us! 
Those butterflies do nothing but flit from flower to flower all day long, 
and plan how best they can kill time, and wa,ste the golden hours­
f!illy people, with nothing better to occupy themselves than dressing 
and undressing, making calls and receiving visitors, attending balls and 
places of fashionable resort. Such giddy flutterers illustrate another 
mode of walking after the flesh. 

They too waJ.k after the flesh who regulate their thoughts an_d 
actions by their own reason, instead of submitting to the authority of 
•God's revealed Word, the book by inspiration given, Lacking a vita.I 
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faith, they become victims of their own feelings. So they follow their 
own perceptions, or other people's apprehensions, heeding nothing of 
that which is unseen and eternal. 

Do I not hear now and then of those who profess godliness-it pains 
me to say it-even of members of this church, who compromise 
ch'°racter by drinking too freely, by talking too loosely, by screwing in 
business too closely. You must surely know, without my constantly 
reminding you, that intemperance, frivolity, unseemly jesting, covet­
ousness, oppression, all kinds of self-indulgence, anrl all kinds of 
ungenerosity to your neighbours, arc sins of the flesh, and utterly 
inconsistent with the religion of Christ. 

In all churches some delinquents are to be found, in this church as 
well as any other ; but I tell yon solemnly that profess what you like, 
if the grace of God does not deliver you from the dominion of your old 
fleshly nature, as the Lordliveth you are none of His. 

In abstaining from carnal lusts, however, there is only a negative 
virtue. The faithful brethren in Christ Jesus walk after the Spirit; 
that is to say, after the Holy Spirit. They attend to His teaching, 
they seek His guidance, they turn to the book that He has written to 
know what He would have them to do. And when that Living Spirit 
who dwells in their hearts prompts them to do anything, they obey His 
dictates, and when He cautions them, they need no bit or bridle, as the 
horse and mule, which have no understanding, but they attend at once 
to the Divine monitions. To some of you the Holy Spirit is a 
stranger. He has never spoken to you; at any rate you have 
never heard and recognised His voice; so you have never profited 
by His teaching, or followed His guidance. Alas, then, you have never 
been a partaker of the privileges of the children of God. But others 
there are here to whom His person and presence are intensely 
real. Their first thought in the morning is-Lord, guide me to-day. 
When they are at their work they are lifting up their hearts and saying 
-Lord, let me not dishonour my profession to-day; and at night.fall 
their prayer is-Forgive the offences of this day, and help me in 
the future to walk more according to Thy will. Now such a man, 
being led of God's Holy Spirit, hath the evidence in his own life that 
he is begotten again to a lively hope, and there is no condemnation 
to him. 

I cannot speak upon these matters as I should like to do. The day 
is coming, my dear friends, when such plain directions as I have sought 
to give you will meet your anxious inquiries with a force that you do not 
feel now. Ah! mine is a solemn responsibility, which I shall presently 
look back upon from the close of my mortal life as well as my ministry, 
to have had the opportunity of thus telling you the way of salvation. 
To you it will be none the less weighty, as you remember that you have 
been spoken to in very plain words of the things that pertain to your 
peace. I have culled out no flowery sentences; I have used no gaudy 
tricks of eloquence; but I have aimed only to speak straight to your 
hearts. Arc you condemned or not? If you are condemned, will you 
not seek to escape from the condemnation? Know of a certainty that 
mercy is still to be had : will you not accept it? Only believe 
and simply trust the Lord who died upon the cross, and He will change 
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your hearts by His Spirit; He will take away your past guilt; He will 
keep you from future sin, and He will give you the full assurance that 
you are not condemned. And if you are cherishing that sweet 
confidence, seek to be quite sure that it is a Divine persuasion, and not 
a boastful presumption. Ask to be kept from carnal security. Still, 
,vhen your foot is once on the rock, do not begin to think it is sand, and 
do not let the devil make you fear it is shifting and unreliable. Keep 
on it, and often and often take holcl of God's covenant by simple faith 
in His unswerving fidelity. It is rock ; it will bear. 

" I the chief of sinners am, 
But Jesus died for me.'' 

Since Jesus hath bought me ·with His bloocl and bronghtme to His feet, 
I cannot perish, neither can any pluck me out of His hands. There is 
no condemnation to me. I am a poor guilty sinner, I am full of imper­
fection, I have my doubts and my fe,crs and my wanderings, but from con­
demnation I am free, for I am in Christ Jesus, blessed be His name. 
lVIay you be kept there, and may you serve Him and praise Him, until 
you are taken up to see His face and to dwell with Him world without 
eml t 

tssans anb Japtrs nn Jeligions Jnbjttts. 

JOHN CARTER'S GOOD NAME, 

AND HOW HE WON IT. 

CHAPTER XII. 

NEARLY four months elapsed from 
the date of his accident before 
John Carter was able, with the aid 
of a walking-stick, to take a short 
walk in the bright sunshine up and 
down his own street. Worn to the 
shadow of his former self, he looked 
like one who had "been in the 
wars ; '' bnt it was evident that he 
now only required time and good 
support in order to regain his 
accustomed health aud vigour. But 
no sooner did he appear in the 
street than it was quite amusing 
to see the various householders 
come to their doors to inquire 
kindly regarding the progress he 
was making, and to note the 
number of times he was stopped by 

passers-by, and even by the children 
playing about, to receive from 
them congratulations on his partial 
recovery. It was, however, on the 
first Lord's day that he was privi­
leged to walk slowly into the 
Sunday school, preparatory to a 
children's service being held in the 
afternoon, that he received his 
chief ovation. His entrance five 
mit~utes before the commencement 
of the exercises created quite a 
commotion. All eyes were turned 
towards him ; and the children 
could not be prevented from 
clapping their hands and stamping 
with their feet as the superintendent 
met him half way down the aisle and 
conducted him to a seat near the 
desk in which the pastor was 
sitting. So overwhelmed was our 
worthy friend at being permitted 
again to enter his beloved school, 
and receiving such a reception, 
that in spite of all he could do the 
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tears would roll unbidden down his 
cheek; and, to hide his emotion, 
as he sat down he reverently 
buried his face in his thin white 
hands, and spent a minute or two 
in silent thanksgiving to the Most 
High God for His restoring mercy. 
This revived him, and he was then 
enabled to join in the ·various 
exercises, enjoying them as one 
only could who, loving them so 
well, had been deprived of them 
so long. 

But one interesting episode con­
nected with the service we must 
not fail to relate. No sooner had 
the pastor concluded an interesting 
address to the children, parents, 
and friends, than John Carter, 
weak as he was, rose, and said that 
he felt he must say a few words. 
Amid great silence, and in simple 
and pathetic strains, he told the 
children bow unexpectedly be had 
been laid aside, what pain he had 
endured, what domestic suffering 
had come upon his household, what 
a happy death his little boy had 
died, how he himself for a little 
time hovered between life and 
death, and yet how the Lord had 
enabled him in the midst of all to 
say with Job, '' Though He slay 
me, yet will I trust in Him." And 
then he added, " And now, my 
dear young friends, see how God 
has honoured my trust in Himself. 
In spite of the fears of many, He 
has partly restored me to health, 
and enabled me to come once more 
amongst you ; and I hope, before 
very long, to be able to take my 
class, and distribute my tracts, and 
give out my invitations, and so try 
to be not only Home Missionary to 
Church-street, but to many other 
streets and places besides. But 
what I want to say to you before I 
sit down is this. I never knew 
what religion could do for me till 
I was laid so low and death stared 

me in the face. But, bless the 
Lord, I know now ; for I have felt 
its power as I never felt it before. 
I remember readin' of a mfuister 
who once, like myself, had a very 
dangerous illness. ·Then one of 
his friends said this to him, 'Sir, 
though God seems to be bringin' 
you up from the gates of death, 
yet it will be a long time before 
you will regain strength and vigour 
enough to preach as usual.' But 
what rlo you think he replied 1 He 
said, ' You are mistaken, my 
friend ; for this six weeks' illness 
has taught me more divinity than 
all my past studies and all my ten 
years' ministry put together.' Now 
I can say something like that. 
I've learnt more of God's power to 
help me, and of religion to comfort 
me, durin' my four months' illness 
than in all the past years of my 
life. So that being the case, my 
dear children, I want you to seek 
the Lord and find Him in your 
early days. Only do that., and seek 
to live for Him, then you'll prove 
Him to be your best friend while 
life lasts. You do not know what 
troubles may fall to your lot, or 
how soon your end will come. 
You may live long and see a 
wintry old age, or you may be 
called away in life's springtime. 
But, living long or short, live for 
Christ, and then you'll live well ; 
and so, 'living or dying, you'll be 
the Lord's.' " 

This brief address, delivered with 
a tremulous voice and a shaking 
frame, was happily not spoken in 
vain. Not only did it seem to 
take effect at the time, but it so 
operated on the minds of three or 
four of the scholars that through 
it, shortly afterwards, they became 
inquirers, and then members of the 
church. This pleasing fact greatly 
cheered our friend, who, on re­
ferring to it, adduced it as another 
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11roof that, like Paul, " whHn he 
was weak then he was strong.'' 

The reader will be gratified to 
learn that by slow degrees John 
Carter was ultimately restored to 
perfect health, and that then, with 
renewed strength, he entered, not 
only upon his old work, but on 
several new and unostentatious 
labours for the Lord. In thns 
serving his Divine Master we 
must now leave him, hoping 
that he may be long spared 
to continue his useful Christian 
career; and that as his hair !(rows 
grey, and increa.sed physical in­
firmity betokens that old age is 
fast approaching, he may prove to 
the very last his path to be: "the 
path of the just, which is as the 
shining light that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day." 

And now all that remains for 
us to do is, in the light of 
this good and earnest Christian 
man's fruitful life, to ask our­
selves the question, " ,vhat sort 
of a name have we?'' Is it a 
good Ch.ristian name, or a name 
not worth having'/ Not a few who 
. profess better things have a name 
for worldlines3, for pride, for bad 
temper, for covetousness, for sloth, 
for selfishness, and for lamentable 
inconsistency of life and conduct, 
Then there are some also who have 
"a name to live while dead," and 
others who have" the name of the 
wicked, which shall rot." From 
iJames such as these may we, 
through God's grace, ever be 
delivered ! As, reader, you value 
your Christian character and the 
glory of your Saviour, seek, in 
the ·ways in which John Carter 
did, a good name at home, a 
,good name in your neighbourhood, 
a good name in the church, and a 
good name in the world ; then 
your life will be like his, or better 
.still, like Christ's; and thus be in 

itself a. grand sermon, which may 
produce effects here and hereafter 
of which at present you may have 
no adequate conception. For as it 
has been well said," It requires llot 
splendid talents, great attainments, 
hirrh position, and a full parse to 
en~ble you to be useful in tho 
Lord's work. If there be first a 
willing mind,_it is accepted accord­
ing to that a man hath, and not 
according to that he bath not, 
That which yon have, if c:m­
secrated to the Lord in any way 
agreeabltJ to His will, is as graciously 
accepted a.s if its worth in the 
esteem of the world were enhanced 
a thousandfold." Su.eh then being 
the case-
" By fruitful field and highway 

In faitb the goocl seed cast: 
Thou know'st not now which pros­

pcn·s, 
But thou shalt know at last. 

Yet water each with fervent prayer, 
And may bo both some fruit ma.y bear. 

'l'hy strength is nought bnt weak. 
ness, 

Yet in God's name go on; 
Full.oft by me~ns as feeble 

He victories hath won . 
Go brn,ely onward to the light, 
For with thee is an Arm of m:ght. 

Not thine, success or failure, 
Thou know'st not which is best; 

Thou earnestly must labour, 
And leave with God the rest. 

But He who bids thee sow the seed 
Will give theo grace in timo of need. 

Trust in Jehovah's promise, 
Fling doubting fears away; 

'Tis His to give tbe blessing, 
'Tis thine to work and pray. 

Ancl strive to gain the rich reward 
Of him who winneth souls for God. 

And ,Then each now door opens, 
Ask that more zeal and love, 

More wisdom and moro courage, 
Be sent thee from above. 

Thy God will hear each earnest r!frJ ; 

Thy God will every noed supply." 
Hyd~, Manchester. H. W..lrrs. 
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THE CARPENTER'S SHOP. 

A PARABLE. 

BY WALTER J, MATE.A.MS, 

TnE weary carpenter had finished 
his day's work, and had gone home 
to his little cottage to rest, when a 
loud bustling noise was heard 
amongst the tools in his workshop. 
Each tool spoke of its own fitness 
for the special work which the car­
penter was about to do. Upon the 
bench lay a plan for a model of a 
beautiful building which he had 
been commissioned to make, and 
this was the cause of all the noise 
and discussion. Thinking that he 
was entirely out of hearing, all the 
tools exclaimed together in a chorus 
of satisfaction-" The master is 
gone; let us now talk as we like, 
for he will not hear us." 

Then the axe rose up and spoke, 
and all the rest listened with im­
patience to his tale of self-praise. 

"Brothers," said he," the master 
has a great work to do with this 
model which he is about to make, 
and there is none so fit to be used 
in the making of it as myself. See 
you not how smooth and beauti­
fully carved is my handle, and how 
bright and sharp is my head ? Let 
the master's hands use none but 
me. I will do for him all that 
needs to be done. Through 
hardest wood I will cut my way, 
for he is worthy of all I can do to 
serve him." 

Then the axe went back and took 
its old place, and the saw rose up 
to speak. 

"Brothers " said he " listen not 
to the axe, for it is foolish. Be­
cause the master has used it so 
often of late, it begins to think that 
it is the only tool in the world that 
he can use. Let me tell you there 
is a better tool for his purpose than 
the axe. I speak now of myself. 

Where the axe cannot go, there I 
will go. Did you ever know the 
master to hew through the bole of 
a large tree with the axe when the 
saw was at hand 1 Surely never. 
Look at the sharpness of my teeth ; 
look at my handle too. Was there 
ever a tool better fitted for my 
master's work than myself?" 

Then the saw retired, and the 
plane began to speak. 

"Neithet· the axe nor the saw 
can make the model as well as I 
can," it ~aid. "By using me, the 
master can make all the rough 
places plain, and change the face 
of everything into beauty. And 
for what does the master live and 
work, but to make things beautiful? 
Surely I am best.'' 

Proudly confident of its superi­
ority, the plane gave place to the 
hammer. As it noticed its suc­
cessor, it remarked in the sarcastic 
tones of a self-co11stituted genius-

" What can that poor thick­
headed thing do for the master 1" 

"Very much, and all too little," 
replied the hammer, as it began to 
speak. " I never work alone. My 
friellds the nails always join in 
partnership with me., so that when 
the master uses us both together, 
you will see something done, 
though I don't think that he will 
make the temple with us alone. It 
appears to me that he will want us 
all to share in the making of it, so 
that we may all join together in his 
triumph. At any rate, here am I, 
ready for the master's use if he sees 
fit to use me." 

The next that came up to speak 
was a little gimlet. It was so very 
small that the axe, and the saw, 
and the plane cried out together:-

" Poor little thing. Is it foolish 
enough to think that the master 
would use such an insignificant tool 
as the gimlet ? What pride and 
ambition!'' 
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"Yes, I believe the master will 
use me," replied the gimlet. "I 
cannot do much, I know ; but in 
the hands of the master, there is 
no telling what may be done with 
even the meanest tool in the shop. 
Somehow or other, I have got it 
into my head that l was only made 
to lighten the work of others by 
going on before them and clearing 
the way. If I go first, the nails 
will find the road much easier ; the 
hammer will not need to strike so 
hard; and, best of all, the master's 
labonr will be saved, and his hand 
will not tire so soon. Yes, I think 
the master will use me, even me, 
the meanest of all." 

Then the gimlet ceased to talk, 
and for a time peace reigned and 
all was still. 

Quietly the shavings on the floor 
lifted up their curly heads and 
broke the silence, saying:-

" We, too, would help the mas­
ter." 

"You," replied the axe, and 
saw, and plane. "You! Do yon 
not kno.w that you only deserve to 
be trodden under his feet and east 
aside." 

" Yes," answered the shavings, 
"we know all that; but if we can 
only gather about his feet, and give 
him comfort through those wintry 
days, we shall be glad ; for thus we 
shall be a help to him. It id our 
place to be at his feet, but even 
there we can serve him." 

Thus did the tools discourse 
through the long hours of the 
night. Some, like the axe, and 
saw, and plane, because of their 
own greatness, despising all be­
neath them, and even hating one 
another. Others, like the hammer, 
and gimlet, and shavings, acknow· 
!edging their littleness, but humbly 
trusting to the wisdom and love of 
the carpenter that they might not 
be altogether useless, 

The first rays of the r1smg sun 
were streaming through the 1attice 
when the master's dove, crying 
"Peace," rustled its shining wings, 
and flew to the door to meet him. 
The master caressed his beautiful 
bird as he entered the shop, and 
then began his work. Another 
hour flew by. A soft foot was 
heard on the threshold, and a 
gentle, angel-fa::ed woman came in 
and smoothed back his locks and 
kissed him. Laying aside his 
work, he threw his arms around 
her neck, and said in simple accents 
of noblest love, "Mother." 

'Twas but a moment's digression. 
Again he resumed his work, and 
continued it until his brow was 
damp and his arms were tired. 
Then he rested. 

His mother sat down by his side 
and said, "My child, do you need 
all these tools for the making of 
your temple? They are many, and 
some are so small that they seem to 
be useless." 

"Mother," replied the carpenter, 
"I need them all. Each heJps the 
other, and lightens my labour. 
Not one is so small as to be of no 
value. .And even those shavings at 
my feet are a help to me, for they 
give me comfort. There is nothing 
within these walls, no matter how 
insignificant and worthless it may 
appear, but may be of use to me in 
my great work. The axe, and 
saw, and plane, have each their 
use ; likewise the hammer, and 
gimlet, and shavings. J.Vothing is 
useless.'' 

Then he took up his model again, 
and his mother returned to their 
cottage home to make it ready for 
him when he should come back 
after his day's toil. 

That humble workshop stood in 
an out-of-the-way street in Naza­
reth ; the carpenter is .T esus ; and 
we are the tools. I'reston. 
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OR, 

.A GLIMPSE OF CHRIST FOR EACH SUNDAY IN THE YEAR. 

BY W. POOLE BALFERN. 

CHRIST THE LA.MB OF GOD. 

FOR DECEM:BER 7TH. 

" Behold the Lamb of God, which 
to.keth away the sin of the world." -
.JOHN i. 29. 

CHRIST is called the Lamb of God, 
and He is indeed such a lamb as 
God only could provide. The very 
conception of His wonderful person 
and unique beauty could onl_y have 
proceeded from the heart of God ; 
possessed of God's nature, strong 
as God is strong, and yet a perfect 
man--innocent, patient, gentle, 
lowly, and pure-,-God's owi;i. lamb, 
freely given and sacrificed hy Him 
for the sin of the world. O, how 
touching are the Divine words­
" .A.ll we like sheep have strayed, 
we have turned every one to hi,, 
own w~y, and t:be Lord hath laid 
upon Him the iniquity of us all. 
He was oppressed and He was 
.afflicted, yet He opened not His 
mouth. He is brought as a lamb 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before His shearer~ is dumb, so He 
opened not His mouth." " Yet it 
pleased the Lord to bruise Him; 
He bath put Him to grief." Ye~, 
to bruise Him, reader, for thy sake, 
that, though thou hast bruised thy­
self for sin, thou mightest not be 
bruised for ever ; that thy sins 
which were punished in Him 
might thus be cleansed away in His 
precious bfood, and instead of being 
.led forth to slaughter, mercy might 
take thee by the hand and lead 
thee mito paths of peace and 
-righteousness, yea, unto the very 

presence of God Himself. Behold, 
then, this Lamb of God, and praise 
God for the love which provided 
it for sacrifice ; and encouraged by 
the meekness, gentleness, and 
patience of Christ, trust in His 
sin-atoning death, and strive to 
copy, however feebly, His pure and 
self-sacrificing spirit. 

CHRIST THE MORNING 
ST.AR. 

FoR DECEMBER 14TH. 

" I am the root and' offspring of 
David, and the bright and morning 
star."-REv. xxii. 16. 

WrrAT is more sweet, gentle, and 
welcome to the eve than the morn­
ing star-bright" token that the 
night has passed and harbinger of 
the coming day. Thus in the 
changeless heaven of God's own 
Word, Christ, iu pensive, silent 
beauty, and majesty and my11tery, 
shone forth through the teaching 
of the patriarchs and prophets, and 
.Abraham, catching some few beams 
of His glory, beheld His day afar 
off and was glad. In fulfilment of 
ancient prediction He came, and 
through His incarnation, life, 
sufferings, death, and resurrection 
in the bright morning of the 
Gospel and the Spirit's influence, 
He broke upon the world, and 
myriads have found their way to 
God through the darkness of death 
to the full morning of rest and 
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peace, and a joyful hope of a glorious 
immortality beyond the grave. 
And still Christ remains as the 
Bright and Morning Star, earnest 
and pledge of a still brighter day 
and morning without clouds, when 
He will appear a second time, 
without sin, unto salvation, and 
when all His redeemed shall see 
Him face to face, and be with and 
like Him for ever. O, Bright and 
Morning Star, often seeming to be 
so far away and all but hidden 
from us by the clouds of temptation 
and darkness of sin-veiled from 
us by sin, sorrow, and trial, con­
,;tantly rise in our hearts the hope 
of coming :,:-Iory, and through Thy 
bright shining, help us to realise 
the joy of Thy sweet presence with 
all the strength, comfort, hope, and 
victory which it ever brings to those 
who v.:ait for and long for Thine 
appearmg. 

CHRIST THE LORD OR 
JEHOVAH. 

FoR DECEMBER 2Isr. 
"And this is His name whereby He 

shall,?e called, T.~~ ~ord our Righteous­
ness. -JER. xxm. G. 

THE title of Jehovah is the peculiar 
and incommunicable name of God 
-a name which cannot be applied 
to any created being, for it imports 
the necessary, independent, and 
eternal existence of the Most High. 
The Christian, however, rejoices to 
find that this august name is applied 
in the Scriptures to the Messiah 
his redeeming Lord. Jeremiah pro~ 
phesied that a Righteous Branch 
should be raised to David; a King 
in whose day Judah should be 
saved, and whose name should be 
called Jehovah our Righteousness. 
And the seraphic IRaiah also wrote 
of Him," I, even I, am Jehovah, 

and· beside Me there is no Saviour." 
And we know it is writt.€n that 
there is no other name given under 
heaven whereby we can be saved, 
than is given, even Jesus Christ. 
Christ therefore is not only a 
Saviour, but Jehovah. 0, let us 
rejoice that our salvation has its 
rnot in One who, while He was 
man, is no less God-the brightness 
of the Divine glory and <'xpress 
image of God's essence; that the 
blood that cleanses us is the blood 
of God; that the ri~hteousness 
whieh justifies us is the righ• eous­
ness of Jehovah. \Ve sometimes, 
under a Eense of· guilt, wonder that 
such sinful creatures as we are 
should be saved; but with such a 
salvation, built upon the finished 
work of Jehovah-Jesus, it would 
be a wor.der indeed if we were 
not. 

CHRIST A JUDGE. 

Fon DEcEJ~BER 28TH. 

"IIe bath appointed a a,,,y, in t\10 
which Ho will judge the wm-lcl in 
righteousness by tlmt ~Inn whom HA 
bath ordained ; whereof lie hath 
gi rnn assurance unto all men, in that 
He hath raised Him from the dcad."­
AcTs xvii. 31. 

THE Father, it is written," judgeth 
no man, but has committed all 
judgment unto the Son." And the 
Apostle says, ",ve must all f'tand 
before the judgment seat of Christ.'' 
And how blessed is the thon!rht to 
the Christian that in the fice of 
his ,J nd <Ye he will see the well­
known a"'nd loved face of his God, 
his Saviour, and his Friend ; One 
who has redeemed him by His 
blood, clothed him in His righteous­
ness, and sancLified him by His 
Spirit ; and that in that gr~at and 
awful day the believer will recog-
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ruse in the voice of the Great Judge 
the voice of a brother and a friend, 
whose eyes, though like a flame of 
fire, will be quick to perceive the 
features of His own child, and 
whose love will not fail to remem­
ber each little deed of brotherly 
kindness toward His own, by which 
the faith then will be declared to 
be genuine, and such as stands con­
nected with au interest in His own 

IN ~IEI\10 RIM.I. 

F, W, GOADRY, M,A,, DIED OCTOBER 

15TH, 1879, 

Gone from the work of life, 
Gono from all care and strife, 

Gone to his rest. 
Nobly his race was run, 
Bravely his battle won, 
Now with his joy begun, 

Wo call him blest. 
Few were the years he stood, 
Blessing the woTld with good, 

Helping our needs; 
Then ere his strnngth was spent, 
Forth from his place he wont, 
Leaving a monument 

Of noble deeds. 
Under the valley clod, 
Under the wing of God, 

Ho sleeps ju peace. 
Yet shall his goodly fame, 
Honoured and without blame, 
Dwell in our hearts the same, 

Till life shall cease, 
Farewell we bid him now, 
While to our work we go, 

Until the night; 
Then at Thine own right hand, 
Grant, Lord, that we may stan<l, 
A true, nn broken band, 

Filled with delight. 
WALTER J. l\L!.THAMS. 

Preston. 

great sacrifice. 0 that we may 
seek to live as in the sight of this 
great day, and sc, to abound in 
those good works, which, though 
they will not procure our salvation, 
will yet declare in the estimation of 
our Saviour-Judge that we have 
indeed a living faith in Him, and 
are among those whom He will ac­
knowledge as joint-heirs with Him 
of eternal life. 

CO~SOLATIO~ FOR BEREAVED 
PARENTS. 

She's gone to a brighter world; 
Gone to her Father's home; 

She's one among the countless host 
Which circle round tho throne. 

She knows no sorrow now, 
~o weariness or pain. 

Oh, weep not, parents, for thy loss­
'Tis her eternal gain. 

She wears a heavenly crown 
Upon her youthful brow: 

She lovod her Saviour when on earth: 
She shares His glory now. , 

The voice we loved to hear 
Now mingles in the song, 

Which. if we love and serve the 
Lord, 

Shall join to sing ere long. 

Then let ns patient wait 
Until ciur call is given; 

Then we shall meet her once again, 
And never part in heaven. 

E. S. 
Farel,am. 
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CHANGES IN TIIE PASTORATE. 

REV. JOHN lllATTHEWS has resigned 
the pastorate of tho church at Woking­
ham, after a ministry of more than six 
years. 

Rev. G. Eales, :i\LA., has accepted 
an invitation to the church at Leeds­
road, Dewsbury. 

Rev. W. Page has resigned the pas­
torate of the church at Caine, Wilts, 
after nearly fourteen years' ministry, 
and accepted a call to that at Chelsea 
Chapel, Sloane-street, London. 

Rev. W. Scriven, of Statham, Nor­
folk, has accepted a unanimous call of 
the committee of the new chapel 
recently erected by tho London Baptist 
Association at Brondesbury to the pas­
torate. 

Rev. Thomas Reeves has resigned 
the pastorate of the church at Lyd­
brook, and accepted a call to that at 
Bassaley, near Newport. 

The Rev. J. Turner has resigned 
the pastomte of tho Baptist church, 
Parsons-hill, Woolwich. 

:Mr. James Rose, formerly of :i\Iount 
Lebanon and Gaza, Syria, has accepted 
a call to the pastorate of the church 
at Sunningdale, Berks. 

Rev. W. J. Packer, of Bath, has 
received and accepted a unanimous 
call to become pastor of the Castlegate 
Church, Berwick-on-Tweed. 

The church at Longhopc, Gloucester, 
has invited Rev. C. L. Gordon, formerly 
of N ailsworth, to the pa.storate. 

Rev. M. Morris, late of Spenuymoor, 
has accepted the pastorate of Eron 
Chapel, Monkwearmouth. 

Rev. W. H. M'Mechan has intimated, 
from the pulpit, his intention to resign 
the pastorate of the church meeting in 
Victoria-street Chapel, Windsor, at an 
early date. 

SrREA.TIIAM.-We are asked to an­
nounce the resignation of Rev. J. 
Johnston, of Lewin-road Chapel. 

AnERCARN, MoN.-TheWelshchurch 

here have given an invitation to Mr. 
J. L. Jones, of Pontypool College, to 
become their pastor. 

Rev. W. F. Edgerton has resigned 
the pastorate of the Martyrs' Memorial 
Church, Becclcs, and accepted an in­
vitation to the pastorate of the church 
worshipping at the Old Meeting, 
Gamlingay, Cambridgeshire. 

Rev. R. R. Evans has removed from 
the English church, Ferndale, to 
Bethel Church, Whitchurch, Cardiff. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

PoRTSMOUTII.-On Tuesday, November 
4, the Rev. D. Asquith was publiclv 
recognised as pastor of the church it 
Clarence-street. Rev. H. Kitching 
presided. Revs. P. G. Scorey, T. W. 
l\Iedhurst, J. W. Genders, and other 
ministers took part in the service. 

Services in connection with the 
settlement of Rev. W. E. Rice, aa 
pastor of the church at Earls Colne, 
were held on Wednesday, November 
5th. In the afternoon a sermon was 
preached by the Rev. W. Anderson, of 
Reading. At the recognition service 
in the evening Mr. W. Mack, of Bristol, 
presided. Mr. J. A. Tawell, deacon, 
gave the reasons of the church for 
inviting Mr. Rice to become their 
pastor. Rev. W. E. Rice having made 
the usual statement, Rov. G. Rogers 
delivered the charge. Rev. W. Ander­
son delivered the charge to the church; 
and Rev. E. Spurrier gave Mr. Rice a 
cordial welcome to the county. 

Rev. F. Johnson, of Pontypool 
College, has been formally recognised 
as pastor of the church at St. Helier, 
Jersey. Rev. T. W. Brown (Presby­
terian) presided. 

Services in recognition of Rev, E. S. 
Hadler, as pastor of the church at 
Thorpe-le-Soken, were held on October 
27th. The charge to the church was 
given by Dr. Davies; that to the 
pastor by Rev, E. Spurrier, The Ren. 
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E. :Morley, J. R. Hadler, and Messrs; 
Diss and . Wilman took pa.rt in the 
services. 

Recognition services connected with 
tho settlement of the Rev. J. H. Smith, 
late of Manchester, as pastor of the 
church at Nazebottom, took place on 
the 1st of November .. After tea, Mr. 
W. H. Sandback presided,and addresses 
wore delivered by th~ Rovs. W. Gray, 
.J. Lawton, J. Roed, and others. 

On Wednesday, the 22nd of October, 
the recognition service of Rev. W. V. 
Robinson, B.A., as pastor of Bethel 
Chapel, Eden-bridge, was held. In 
the evening a Harvest Thanksgiving 
Service was held. The Rev. W. Page, 
B.A.; A. Palmer, Esq., of London ; 
.and the neighbouring ministers took 
part in the services. 

J(),HN-STREET OEU.PEL, BEDl"ORD,-R0W. 
-On.Tuesday evening, October 28th, 
a . public meeting for the purpose of 
recog'1ising Rev. Timothy Ha:i;ley, 
.from .Savannah, United States, . as 
pastor . of thie church, was held, the 
ga.theri.ng being also. :inade tho occasion 

. for reopening the. c_hapel after renova-
tion 11:i.d improvement. Rev. J. Clifford, 
M.A.,,presided, and after :-rlnging and 
prayer, expressed, as president of tho 
Land.on Baptist.Association, the interest 
oi the,,chnrches in the atep now taken 
by that cp.urch, which ;had so many 
sacred associations in cqµnectfon with 
its former pastorates, Revs. J. Harring­
ton Evana and Hon. Baptist Noel. 
Rev. Dr. Thain Davidson, of the 
Presbyterian Ohurch, Colebrooke-row, 
Islington, ·gavo a. hearty welcome to 
the new pas.tor. He congratulated the 
ehn,ch on the reopen_ing of their 
san11tuary, and trusted their future 
euccess ~ight ec)ipse even their past 
hisioi;y. Rev. Mr.: Green (Wesleyan) 
and Rev, R. Jeffrey, of E:i.ngsgate 
Qh11-pel, and Mr. H&lford, church 
seae;tii.ry, took part in th(I ,me_etjng. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

,RBv. G. A •. BROWN, who has resigned 
the pastorate at Mi.nt~lane, .. Lincoln, for 
the purwse . of proce8ding to .. New 
Zealand-on _account of failing health 
-has been presented by the church 

and congregation with an illuminated 
address, a gold watch and chain, and 
a purso of money (besides a gold chain 
for Mrs. Brown), in tokon of the 
appreciation in which his ministry­
during three years-has been held. 
During that period it was stated that 
220 members have been added to the 
church. 

An interesting and largely,attended 
gathering has been held at Richmond 
Chapel, Liverpool, to celebrate the 
twentieth anniversary of the pastorate 
of Rev. F. H. Robarts. Several con­
gratulatory addresses were delivered, 
and letters read, amongst others, from 
the Rev. C. M. Birrell ; and II presenta­
tion of two hundred guineas was made 
to the pastor, in appreciation of b.fa 
long ministerial services. This was 
accompanied by an illuminated address, 
setting forth the increase of the church 
and congregation from its small begin­
ning at Everton, until now there were 
500 church members, and an average 
attendance of 900 hearers ; the Sunday 
school also containing over 700 scholaw . 
A handsome travelling bag w&s given 
to l\Irs. Robarts. llir. Robarts has been 
requested to take a few mqnths' rest, 
and accordingly purposes visiting 
Palestine. 

Rev. J.B. Myers, the new deputation 
secretary of the Missiona.ry Society, 
\las inst taken up his duties connected 
with that office. In leaving his pas­
torate at E:ettering, where he had been 
for eleven years, he was presented 
:with a purse of fifty guineas and 
Farrar's Life of Ht Paul, as an ex­
pression of esteem and good.wishes for 
his future su<:<;ess. 

EAST.FINCHLEJ:.-The Rev. J. Jla.tey 
has been presente.d by the church and 
congregation ~ith a handsome time­
piece, in consideration of his having 
gratuitously served in . the pastorate 
for the iast. three years. It was men­
tioned ihat . the cost of erecting tho 
chapel had.heen whplly met, o;s:cepting 
about £8. 

Rev. T. W. Thomason, on resigning 
the pastorate of the church at New­
town-which he has held for ten years 
-to accept a call at Cheetham-hill, 
Manchester, has been presented with a 
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testimcrdial of £50 in appreciation of 
his muiistry. 

HotME'B-G'.ltEEN.-Mr. W. Bates, of 
Chesham, has been presented with a 
copy of Farrar's Life of Christ and 
Dr. Angus's Bible Handbook, in ac­
knowledgment of his preaching ser­
vices rendered for many years past. 
The church is now associated with 
Union Chapel, High Wycombe, and the 
chapel has been purchased. 

SA.111UTT BAPTIST CH.A.PEL, HERTs.­
The first anniversary of the pastor's 
settlement took place on Sunday and 
Monday, October 26th and 27th. 
Sermons were preached by the Rev. 
W. Alex. Blake (of Brentford). On 
Monday a goodly number sat down to 
tea, after which a public meeting 
followed. The chair was occupied by 
Mr. W. Edwards, of Abbots Langley. 
Prayer was offered by Mr. F. Alsford. 
The speaket<s were the Revs. S. Couling, 
J. Palmer, D. Macmillan, and Mr. A. 
Scott. The chairman presented tho 
pastor, Rev. H. Channer, with a sum 
of £7 ; after which the pastor rose to 
thank the church and the friends who 
had given townrds the present. He 
8aid he toc,k it as a great expression of 
their love and gbOdwill, and it would 
be the me1tn:s of helping him in his 
work of faith and labour of love at 
8artatt. One thing abont it, it went to 
ahow- the oneness of spirit and love. 
The pastor then presented Mr. H. 
Simmonds, who presides at the har­
monium, with a beautiful large Bible 
!lS a token of the church's esteem, which 
greatly added tothe joy of the meeting. 
The meeting then closed. 

On Sunday, November 9th, at Trinity 
Chapel, John-street, Edgware-road, 
sermons were preached by the Rev. 
A. Ferguson, of Ealing, making the 
fourteenth anniversary of the pastor's 
(Rev. J. 0. Fellowes) settlement; and 
on Tuesday, November llth, a social 
tea and public meeting was held, H. C. 
Bompas, Esq., Q.C,, occupying the 
chair. After prayer and praiso, the 
chairman addressed the meeting, and 
was followed by the pastor, who re­
-viewed the church's history and pro­
gress. The Re-v. J. Martin, of Erith; 1 

Rev. J. Hawes, of Kensington; and 
G. Tomkins, Esq., abo spoke words of 
ad vice and cheer. Towards the close­
of the meeting the chairman, at thee 
pastor's request, presented on behalf of 
the church a handsome rosewood 
writing-desk, fitted and furnished, to 
Mr. R. Hawkings, who for a period of 
two years has presided at the harmonium 
during the sanctuary services. Votes 
of thanks to the ladies for their kind­
ness in giving trays, and to the chair­
man for his services, brought a very 
onjoyable meeting to a close. 

NEW CHAPEL. 

THE foundation-stone of a new chapel 
has been laid at Catford Hill, Catfonl 
Bridge, by Mr. J. ·r. Olney. The 
church, which has been established 
under the direction of Mr. Spurgeon 
(Re-v. T. Greenwood, pastor), now num­
bers fifty-nine members. The present 
lecture hall is inadequate for the con­
gregation attending. The new chapel 
will hold nearly 400 persons, and be 
easily capable of enlargement to ac­
commodate 1,000 persons. The total 
cost is estimated at £3,500, a friend 
having promised to add one-tenth to 
all sums received within a limited 
time. 

A committee lu,.s been formed for 
the establishment of a Baptist-Congre­
gational church at St. Leomi.rds. The 
Warrior-square Hall has been secnred 
in which to worship. The opening 
services were conducted by the Re-v. 
Francis Tucker, B.A. 

SIIOREDITCH TABl!,RNACLE.-OnTues­
day, November 11th, this edifice, which 
has been sufficiently completed to­
admit.of being used for public worship, 
was formally opened by a special service, 
at which the Rev. Dr. Maclaren, of 
Manchester, preached. 'Ihe building, 
which occupies the site .upon which 
Providence Chapel has for many ye>1rs 
stood in the Hackney-road, and is 
erected to accommodate the large con­
gre""ations attending the ministry of 
the "Rev. W. Cuff-being capable of 
seating about 2,500 persons-is of 
Lombardic design, and altogether pro­
mises upon entire completion to be a 
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"lleat and elegant structure, well 
adapted to the requirements of the 
people, The walls are of red brick 
with stone dressings, and the outside 
·aspect from the main road is decidedly 
imposing. Mr. T. Lewis Banks is the 
.architect, and Mr. J. W. Jocelyn the 
builder. The cost of the building, 
land, &c., has been £20,000, £5,000 of 
which remained to be contributed at 
the commencement of the opening 
services. There was a crowded con­
gregation to the opening sen-ice, at 
which the dedicatory prayer was offered 
by the pastor (Rev. W. Cuff), followed 
by a suitable hymn which he had com­
posed for the occasion. Dr, Maclaren 
then read the 132nd Psalm and the 
concluding port.ion of the 2nd chapter 
-of Ephesians. Another hymn was noxt 
sung, and the Rev. George Gould, of 
Norwich, President of the Baptist 
Union, offered prayer. Sncceeding the 
third hymn camo the sermon, which 
was based upon the text in 2 Peter i. 3. 

At the close of the sermon, Mr. Cuff 
took the opportunity of expressing his 
thanks to all helpers, especially to 
many belonging to the Established 
Church who had volunteered very 
generously their offerings, and men­
tioned that tke furnitme on the plat­
form and the clock case, valued at 
£100, had been given. :Mr. Cuff said 
that when the Tabernacle was paid for 
they wanted to erect commodious 
Sunday schools and a sort of working­
men's club, without that title, where 
working men wonld bo able to see the 
daily papers and periodicals in a room 
better furnished than any public-house 
in London. The meeting in the after 
part of the day was well attended. 

:MISCELLANEOUS. 

BEDFORDSIIIRE BAPTIST AssocrATIO~.­
The autumnal meeting of the above 
association was held in the Old Baptist 
·Chapel, Stotfold, on Thursday, tho 
23rd of October, when the pastors and 
-delegates of the associated churches 
assembled in the afternoon to transact 
business. The secretary, tho Rev. A. 
Walker, of Houghton Regis, made a 
statement as to the objects the associa­
tion had in view, and tl,ie extent to 

which they had been carried ont; the 
prime object being tho evangelisi11g of 
the county. It was reported that 
special services were being held in 
Leighton, and that arrangements had 
been made by the church at Park­
street, Luton, for such services to be 
commenced on the following Sunday, and 
to continue in their varied stations for 
three weeks. It was also stated that 
arrangements had been made for Bed­
ford, Wootton, Stotfold, Shefford, and 
Houghton Regis, together with other 
parts of the county. The Rev. W. J. 
Tomkins, of Ridgmount, was heartily 
welcomed as a member of the associa­
tion. In the evening a public meeting 
was held, presided over by the pastor, 
the Rev. D. Mace. Prayer having 
been offered by the Rev, W. J. Tom­
kins, the chairman, in the name of the 
church, gave a hearty welcome to the 
association, and after a few very earnest 
and appropriate remarks, called upon 
the secretary to make a statement, 
which was of a moat interesting 
eharacter. Addresses were afterwards 
delivered by the Rev. G. Durrell, of 
Leighton; the Rev. J. H. Blake, of 
Luton ; and the Rev. A. P. Mackenzie, 
of Biggleswade. The meeting, which 
was of a deeply interesting and prac­
tical character, was brought to a close 
by the singing of the Doxology and 
prayer, the spirit manifested auguring 
well for the future usefulness of the 
association. 

BAPTIST UNION EVANGELISTIC SER­
VICES,-From October 17th to October 
31st, special evangelistic Rervices, 
under the direction of the Baptist 
Union, were held by the Rev. T. W, 
Medhurst, of Portsmouth, in Cam, 
bridgeshire. The places visited were 
Harston, Willingham, Over, Long 
Stanton, Melbourn, Caxton, Prlck­
willow, and Burwell. 

LUTON : PARK• STREET BAPTI~T 
CHAPEL YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN 
AssocI.ATION.-The members of this 
popular association (now numbering 
354) had another very successful soinfo 
at the Town Hall on Tuesday evening, 
October 28th. There was a large 
attendance of the general public, the 
room being crowded. The Rev. J, H. 
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Illake presided, and opened the pro­
ceedings in a kindly speech. The 
programme was of a very interesting 
character, some of the best known 
amongst local amateurs having pro­
miAed to assist. 

LAKE-ROAD CHAPEL, PORTSMOUTH.­
The pastor's tenth anniversary was 
held on Tuesday, October 14th. More 
than 700 friends sat down to tea, which 
was given by the ladies of the congre­
gation. After toa, a service of sac:red 
song, entitled "Harvest Thanksgiving," 
was given by a select choir under the 
leadership of Mr. W. E. Green. The 
pastor, Rev. T. W. Medhurst, presided, 
and gave the connective readings from 
the Scriptures. Sunday, October Hlth, 
the anniversary sermons were preached 
by the Rev. Vernon J. Charlesworth, 
head master of the Stockwell Orphan­
age. On V'lednesday, October 22nd, 
B. ,J. :Malden, Esq., 'gave a dioramic 
lecture descriptive of "The Zulus, and 
tho Zulu War." The whole of the 
proceeds of the anniversary was on 
behalf of the chapel debt fund. 

:BAPTISMS. 
Abtrt.1l ery.-October 12, One; November 9, 

t'our, by LI. Jones. 
.Acerington. - November 2, Barne-s-street, 

Seven, by W. Hughes. 
Aberdare.-Ootober rn, English Chape~ 

Three, by T. Jones. 
Abersychan.-Ootober 16, Four, by J. Cole. 
Alloa, N.B.-October 7, Four, by R. Daw­

son~ October 12, Two, by P. Hutton. 
H~~l,'~fi;:he~.evon.-October 23, Three, by 

Ashley, near Lymington. - October 2G, 
Three, by T. Inga. 

Barrow-in,.Furne.,s. - October 26, Abbey­
road, Two, by J. Hnghes. 

Bethel, Brecoushire.-SeptP.mber- 14, One -
November 9, Three, by J. L. Evans. ' 

Bradford, Yorks. - October 26, Walton­
street, Five, by J. Oatey. 

Burton-on-1'rent.-October 26, Guild-street 
One, by J. A.skew. ' 

Beccles. - October 12, Four, by W. F. 
Edgerton. Mti':/!!.t, near Hay.-October 5, Two, by J, 

Brighton.-November G, Seven, by W. M. 
Compton. 

G'ard1:ff'.-October 26, Bethany, Three, by W. 
E. Winks. 
M~;~&tow.-November 2, Six, by W. L. 

G~~hzord.-November 2, Ele,en, by C. 

Cre~owel, Pembrokeshire,-No"'i=ember 2 at 
Pisgah, Two, by T. Evans. 

1 

Chopelfo!J, York>lhire.-October 27, One, by 
J. Kendall. 

Cwmavon, Gfamorganghire.-October 19, 
Thirty-two, by J. Rees. 

JJownham,. Ma1·ket.-Octobe-r 8, T\\'0, by 8. 
Howard,· 

Dunfermline.-Oetobcr 15, Three, "by J. T. 
Hagen . 

.De~·by.-October 29, Osmaston-ro:ad, Twelve, 
by W. H. Tetley. 

.Dalto11-in-Furness.-October 29, One, by J. 
G. Anden-on. 

Ebbw, Vale. - October 19, Zion Eng!i.Bh 
Chapel Three, by T. M. Enns. 

Foots G'ray, Kent.- -October 26, Two, by R. 
E. Sears. 

Farsley.-October l, Six; October :; Four 
November 2, Five, by J. Naylor. ' 

ma,nu,•y.-Ootober 5, One, by D. Howell. 
Glasgow,-No'fember 21 Frederick-street, 

Five, by A. F. Mills. 
Grimab,v.-Septcmber 25, Three1 by J. Man­

ning. 
Glyncorrwg.-October 12, Four, by J. L. 

Jones. 
Grantham.-October 221 George-Eitreet, One. 

by A. Gibson, . 
Guildford.-October 2G, Commercial-road, 

Two, by J. Bankine. 
Goitre, Pontypool.-October 19, One, by 

0. Owens. 
llu/1.-October 20, South-street, Two, by 

W. Sumner. 
Have,:fordw-Pst.-October 2G, Salem, One 1 by 

D. 0. Edwards. 
Hollimcood, near O!dham.-October 9, Two, 

by E. Moore. 
Haverfordwest.-November 2, Betblehcm,. 

One, by D. 0. Edwards. 
Heaton, Bmdford.-October 26, Two, by R . 

Howarth. 
Hanham, Oloucester.-October .12, Two, by 

T. Bowbeer. 
Ja1'ruw-on-Tyne.-Ootober 12, Three, by W. 

Davies. 
Keynsham.-September 28, Three, by C. A. 

Fellowes. 
Lockerley, Hants.-November 2, Six, by C. 

Mizen. 
L.eed.s.-October 26, Burley-road, Three, by 

J. W. Cole. 
longton,-October 26, Six, loy C. T. Johnson. 
Lutoo, Park-street.-October 301 One, by 

J. H.Blake. 
M.ett"oporitan District:-
Dalst-u-n .f-unction.-November 61 Twenty­

four, by W. H. Burton. 
Kensin9"ton.-October 19, Six., by J. Hawe.s. 
Leyton.stone, E.-October 26, Three, by J. 

Bradford. 
Ponder's End.-No-rnmber Z, Three, by A 

F. Cotton. 
WandJw<>rlh, Chatham-road.-October 10, 

Four, by A. Ha1·mer. 
lfoltliamstw.-October 26, Nine, by T. 

Breewood. 
IVoolwich,-October 27, Queen-street, Two. 

by T. Jones. 
Wooiwich.-September 25, Charles-street 

Thirteen, byJ. Wilson. 
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o:f:J.i!t":..e, Rochdale.-October 26, One, by T. 

Jlfrfi,ld.-October 5, Ten, by J.P. Cushing. 
Mariah. Ra;dcorshire.-November 2, Eight, 

by J. Phlllips. 
Maicienh,ad.-Nartrn.ber 10, Three, by J. 

Wilkins. 
New Swin,l1m, Wilts.--'-November G, Cam­

bria Cha41!,I, T,.o, by N. Rogers. 
Ntwbriuge, :Mon. - November 9, English 

ChapeI:Two, by D. Davies. 
N,wport, Isle of Wight.-October 31, El,won, 

byW. Dean. 
N~wport, Mon.-Oetober 26, Barnard Town, 

Five, by A. T. Jones. 
Of1Destry.-Oct-0ber 12, Eight, by E. D. 

"Wilk•. 
Penarth. - Oct-Ober 5, Eighteen, by W. 

Parry. 
Pidcii<lrenthidt, Dorset.-Octaber 12, Four, 

by J. Davis. ·• 
Ptymouth.-October 2!1-t George-street, Four, 

by J. W. Ashworth. 
PIYJJ• Hill, Haverfordwcst.-No-rember 2, 

T-....o, by W. Davies. 
P.-e.,teigne, R&dnor.-Odober 26, Two, by S. 

Wa.tkins. 
Pcmtyclown, Llantrissant. -November 2, 

English, Three. by C. lligton. 
Quor11don, Leicestershire. - N o1!ember 2, 

Four, by A. Grf'er. 
Reridish, Stockport.-October 22, Two, by R. 

Evans. 
Rochdale.-October 22, Water-street, Two, 

by A. Pickles. 
Sal/ash, Cornwall.-October 22, Five, by G. 

McFs.dyean. 
by&_t:';f;/i!~:, Golcar.-N ovember 21 Three, 

SlDtrfien, Neath.-October 19, Nine, by J. E. 
Grill:lths. 

SI. Au,tdl.-Oct. 7, Two, by R. Sll.mpson. 
&cans,a.-S~ptember 24, St. Helon·s Chapel, 

Four, by W. Mayo. 
Trowbridge.-November li, Bethesda~ Eleven, 

by A. I'nglish. 
Torrington.-October 8, Fi-,-c, by R. J. 

Middleton. 
Wattrhouirs, Durham.-October ~, Two; 

28, Three, by W. Fletcher. 
Waunarlw,udd Glamorganshire.-Octobcr 9, 

Six. by W. John • 
. Westbury Leigh, Wilts.-November, 2. Three, 

by T. J. Hazz>1rd. 
WeJt La:i,ington.-Septembar Zl, Four1 by 

S.Kin1:. . 
Wootton, Beds.-November 2, Three, by J. 

H. Reo.dmo.n. 
Wre.xham.-October 26, One, by D. R. 

Jenkins, 

RECE'.NT DEATHS. 
WE have to record the death of Rev. 
William Cutcliffe, in the seventy-third 
year of his age. The deceased had 
been pastor of the Baptist Church at 
Brayford, Devon, upwartls of forty. 
three years. His end was peace. 

The decena0 of Rav. W. K. Land<,ls­
af Genoa, on November 2nd, is all,.­
nounced. He was one of the. mis­
sionaries of the Baptist Missionary 
Society, eldest son of Rev. W. Landels,. 
D.D., the honoured pastor of Regent's. 
park Church. He died from what was 
at first thought to be only a slight 
attack of Italian fever, bnt which sub. 
seq uently was djscovered to be a. 
violent form of gastric fever. For the 
distressed and sore-stricken widovi, 
and for the bereaved father, mother,. 
and family in all parts of the kingdom,. 
special and earnest prayer will be 
made, as also for the work of Christ 
in Italy-a cause which was so dear to 
our tleparted brother, and for which he 
has sacrificed a noble and ever un­
obtrusive life. Two days after his. 
death his mortal remains were buried 
in the English cemetory at Genoa, his, 
sorrowing raother and wjdow with two 
of his brothers being among the 
mourners. His father, although he­
travelled from London without halting, 
was unable to reach in time to take 
part in the sad ceremony. The funeral 
services were conducted by Mr. Wall, 
Signor Mazzarella, Mr. Miller, minister 
of the Scotch church, Signor Zocco,. 
and his own brothll!" from Naples. Th6cf 
place of his interment is beautifully 
situated, commanding a. view of th&­
gulf and the city of Genova Ja Superba. 
Close to his grave is the family grave 
of Lonis Ko.ssuth, ex-governor of 
Hungary, by his side that of the vicar­
of an English parish. There, in tho 
shadow of the cypress trees, under 
the blue sky of Italy, awaiting the 
resurre:ition of the j ast, is all that was. 
mortal of the unselfisli and devoted 
W. K. Landels. 

Departed this life in the faith and 
hope of the Gospel, Oct. 28th, Ann 
Lowe, in the eighty-fifth year of her age, 
She was one of the oldest members of 
the church at.Brentford. Her remains. 
were committed to the grave in tho 
Hanwell cemetery on November 3rd, 
by Rev. W, A. Blake, who improved 
her death on the following Sunday­
e-rening, at Park Chapel, to a large­
congregation, from Re-r. xiv, 13. 
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