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A SUITABLE WATCH-WORD.*
A BEBMON PREACHED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H. SPURGRON,
¢ Help, Lord.””—Psalm xii.

THIS was a prayer of David. It was offered under pecnliar circumstances. He
had been deceived. Where he had hoped to receive succour and help he had
been treacherously betrayed. Ie went into the city of Keilah, and the men of
XKeilah had delivered him up. He went to Zipl, and the men of Ziph at once
ran to Saul. Doeg was present when David received some help from the
priest, and he set off straight away to inform the king. Every one seemed to
act treacherously with David while he was in his state of wandering. He there-
fore turned away altogether from men in whom he could put no confidence, and
he cried, * Help, Lord.”

This may also be regarded as the prayer of David's Lord. He had to suffer,
and to suffer much, from the treachery of man. ¢ All the disciples forsook Him
and fled.” The brave Peter, who would never deny Him, with oaths and cursing
asserted that he * konew not the man.” Judas had betrayed Him; not a single
soul stood at his side; and therefore He turned his eye to his only helper, and
cried, “ Help, Lord.” But even then He must bear more terrible desertion ;
for you remember that complaint of his, “ My God! my God! why hast 270u
forsaken Me ?” .

Now let us spend a few minutes, first of all, in remarks upon THE PRAYER
ITSELF; then let us offer a few SUGGESTIONS as to when it may be used; and
close up with some ENCOURAGEMENT to expect an answer.

I. First as to THE PRAYER ITSELF. That which strikes you at once is its
shortness— Help, Lord.” Twe words, and one of these is rather the directivn of
the prayer than the prayer itself. It is the very soul of brevity. ¢ Help,
Lord.” "I may, however, say that it is none too short for all that, for there is a
fulness and suggestiveness in it which could not readily be exhausted. It is no
fault in our prayers if they be short; and I think in our public peritions,
especially at prayer-meetings, it is a virtue to be aimed at to be brief. Mr. Jay
says, with regard to lis sermons, that he knew there were some excellences which
would cost him much pains to attain; * but,”” said he, “ there was one I kuew to
be within my reach, namely, bLrevity, and therefore I made not the sermon too
long.” Praying, indeed, being a more spiritual exercise than even preaching,
must not be protracted, It is remarkable, if you rewember, that Joshuw's arm

* This Bermou being Copyright, the right of Ropriuting and Transleting i3 Reserved,
No, 86, Nkw SERIES,
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never grew weary while he was fighting the Amalekites, but Moses’ hands grew
weary while he was in the mountain in prayer; beeause praying is a more
spiritual exercise than fighting, and, consequently, the spirit being our weaker
part, we feel the weakness the soonest there.  Let us not then pray our members
into a good frame, and then pray them out again; but when we have expressed
our desires with that fewness of words which is proper in  the presenee of
God, let us close our supplications, and let some other brother take up the note.
This is a short prayer.

Do you not see, dear friends, that those of you who have been saying, “ I do not
pray because I have not time,” ave guilty of great falsehood. It cannot be want
of time. “ Help, Lord.” Why, it takes scarcely a second to offer such a prayer as
that. It is not want of time; it is want of heart, and want of inclination. People
talk about praying as though they wanted an hour to pray every morning and
every night. 1 grant you it would be a very blessed thing if we could get the
hour. I wish that, like the Puritans, we could always get an hour for devotion
every morning, and likewise at evening; but this 1s not absolutely necessary.
You working men that toil must not say “I cannot pray because I have not
time.” Why, in your work, in the midst of your goings to and fro, if God has
given you the heart of prayer, you will be lifting up your soul to God. I think
it is a good thing to have some small change of prayer about you. I compare this
prayer to our small change. It has been said of some great men that they could
not talk in cowpany; when they got upon their legs and had a prepared dis-
course, they could speak very much to edification, but in general soclety they could
not edify any one. And some one said they had gold, but their money was all
in bullion : it was not minted; they could not put it into shape so that it might
be carrent in society. Well now, we must have the bullion of prayer, so as to be
able to wrestle with God by the hour together if needful; but it is well to have
the minted small change of ejaculatory prayer, to send a thought up to heaven—
the glance of an eye, a tear-bedewed word to let drop before the throne—that
is well. I invite you to adopt the prayer, brief as 1t is, and use it to-night,
to-morrow, all your days—* Help, Lord.”

Besides being very short, it was very seasonable. It is well to have season-
able prayer, for those prayers speed best that spriug out of an emergency which,
as with a fair wind, drives the soul to the throne. The worst of those forms of
prayer, which are of mere human composition, I think, is that they are very
much like these ready-made clothes which we see exposed for sale; they are
intended to fit everybody, and yet rarely indeed do they fit anybody. TForms of
prayer must, from the recessity of the case, be unseasonable. That is the best
prayer which draws its adaptation from my present circumsta.nceg, its intensity
from my present feelings, and its aspiration from my present faith, so that it
mekes me cry in just such language, and plead just such promises that I
could not plead any other, T could not wish for any other, I coul.d not ask in any
other style than I now do. That is a seasonable prayer. David, you see, had
been betrayed, deceived; he had met with flattering Lps and deceitful hearts.
He found all men in his day gone aside from rectitude, and &0 he'turned right
away from these broken cisterns that were leaking at every point to cry to
the ‘great Fountain that he might lLave a draught from the cooling stream.
«Help, Lord ! men may not help me. I am reduced to an extreme so far as the
creature is concerned. Now is thy turn, O Thou gracious One! Put out Thy
mighty arm now that man’s puny arm is broken. Help, Lord! Help, I pray
Thee !

How distinct this prayer is! There are many many prayers that one has
heard, and when over you could not say what was asked. If any one shoul
ask you, ¢ What has that brother been praying for ” you would think and say,
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#1 really do not know; he has said, * Lord, bless na !’ but what particular blessing
he desired, I was not able to make out.’”” Many of our dear brethren edify us
with an account of their cxperience, and with a little exposition of the doct:ines
of grace, very edifying and proper in any other shape, but as a prayer terribly
out of place. The Lord knows your experience, He knows the doctrines
of grace; and does not want you to inform Him upon those matters. Tkis
preyer is to the point, ¢ Help, Lord.” The man knows what he wants,
ond he asks for it. He does not ask wealth, health, long life; he wants
help. He has eome to a dead lift, and he cannot lift his burden, and he eries,
« Help, Lord.” It is one word, but that ome word goes straight at once to the
propitiatory., What a mercy it is to beable to pray pointed prayers. David said,
«In the morning will I direct my prayer unto Thee.” Now, according to some
scholars, the Hebrew there is, #“1 will marshal up my prayers.” ¢ Asthe serjeant
sets the soldiers in a row when he is_about to drill them, and marshals them,
and as the communder-in-chief forms them into battalions, and so on, even so w:ll
I set my desires in proper order, and marshal them in battalions before the mercy-
seat, that 1 may show that I am not uttering the crude, undigested thoughts of a
careless mind, taking solemn words upon a thoughtless tongue; but that I am
speaking te God that which has caused me thought, which fills me with emoticns
still, and comes from my soul with an intent and a desire, myself knowing what
that intent and desire may be”” Oh, let us stand fast in prayer to direct peti-
tions—short, but seasonable and direct. '

We have something else to say of it—it is rightly aimed, The Psalmist
evidently looked straight up. It is, “ Help, Lord.” It is no roundabout way.
It is no crying, *“ Help, ye saints, and intercede for me! Blessed Virgin, plead
for me!” Itis, “Help, Lord.” Straight he goes to the throne. There is no
knocking at the doors of second causes and human helps. Straightforward
makes the best runner. He runs immediately to his God. No beating cf the
bush to ask that he may have providential assistance, or that a friend may be
raised up for him, or that in some way he may be delivered ; but it is this, ¢ Lord,
Ileave all the rest to Thee; only do Thou thyself come and undertake my cause.
Put Thine arm where the weight is. Put thy shoulder to the wheel. This sur-
passes my power, and I turn entirely from all ercatures to thyself. Helip, Lord.”
Itis a well-aimed prayer. He knew to whom he was speaking—to One full of
}(J)veda;nd faithfulness, and strength and wisdom, and so he said at once, “ Help,

ord.” N

Nor can you fail to observe that this prayer has in it a confession of weak-
ness. A man does not cry for help—at least, 8 man with such a heart as David,
does not cry for help—unless he wauts it. Shall I ask of God for that which 1
already have? No, a sense of need makes me pray. David has been striving with a1l
his might, but he finds his strength inadequate to the task; he Has been looking
about for help everywhere, but he finds there is no help, and, sensible of his own
utter nothingness and vanity, he turns at once to God. It is well when prayer is
steeped in the oil of repemtance, when it is dipped in a sense of need. No
prayers speed so well with God as that which comes with an ewmpty hand before
the throne. If ye bring your full pitchers ye shall take them away empry, but
if ye bring your empty pitchers ye shall take them away full. * Heo hath put
down the mighty from their seats, and He hath exalted them of low degree. He
hath filled the hungry with good things, but the rich He hath sent empry away.”
Lord, help me always to come ns an empty-handed beggar to the throne of thy
erey, that 1 mpy go awoy as a full-handed rejoicing saint.

And yet, with o confession of weakness, I think there is here also 2 2eso-
lution to exert oneself. The very word ‘ Help” seems to imply that he
did not expect to sit still and do mothing. In the matter of our owa per-
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sonal salvation, all the work is done for us by the Lord Jesus Christ—' It
finished ;” but in the matter of Christian service and Christian labour, it is not
done for us. We are expected, having life within, to set about working out our
own salvation ¢ with fear and trembling.” He who has saved usexpeetsus to run
the race as pilgrims, to fight the fight as warriors, to plongh the ﬁer(l as husband-
men, to build the walls as labourers together with God, and to work in general
for Him in all sorts of ways. Now, i%] cry ‘“Help, Lovrd!” that means that I
intend to exert mysclf. You have no right now to sit down and say, “ Lord,
help me,” and not go out to seek work, He will help you-—yes; help you into
jail or the workhouse, but no other kind of help will you get. You have no
right, when you have a besetting sin, to fold your arms and say, “ Well, 1 hope
the Lord will help me to overcome it.” He will help you, but remember the
old proverb, for it is true, *“ He helps those that help themselves.” When
He has taught you to smite with your sword against sin, then He will smite
too. He works with you, He works in you to will and to do. He does not
work in us to sleep and to slumber after our own carnal propensity, but He
works in us “to will and to do of his own good pleasure.” We hold not
with “salvation by works,” but we do hold with works by salvation. We know
that works cannot save, but we know that a man being saved produces good
works. When I pray, then, ¢« Lord, help! Help, Lord!” it is implied that 1f it
be a case where I can do anything in the service of God, I shall put the strength
which He has given me into active exercise, and then lean upon Him. * Help,
Lord.”

So much about this prayer. It is short, seasonable, distinct, rightly aimed;
it confesses weakness, and premises activity,

1I. Well, now, SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR THE USE OF THIS PRAYER, “Help,
Lord.” There are some articles of merchandise, of which we are told on the
label that they will keep in all climates, and will be useful at all times. I
think I may say the same of my prayer. This prayer is a sword of two edges:
it is an article that can be used for a thousand different things. It is a most
handy prayer. It turns every way. You may use it in all cases, in all times.
Let us take one or two. Temporal circumstances may involve you in diffi-
cultv. I suppose, beloved, there are many of you that are often in tropble
with regard to providence. You work and do your best to provide things
honest in the sight of all men. But no one can foresee crushing misfortunes.
Sometimes employment fails, and at another time the roguery of others may
bring you down from competence to poverty. Sometimes sickness may fall
upon you, and you may be disabled. In a thousand ways you may be brought
to feel that you want help in providential matters. Now, dear fn.end, vou
may have been to-day trudging all over the city locking for o friend, and
vou have written letters, and you have gone to all you know, and you are
getling pretty nearly to the end of all your earthly hopes. May I sug-
gest that before you leave this sanctuary, you would pray that prayer, « Help,
Lord.” Use it, appropriate it, expand it according to your faith and your
feelings, somewhat thus—¢ Help, Lord. Yea, Lord, Thou hast said, ¢ Verily they
shall be fed; it is thy promise, that ¢ they that trust in the Lord should‘not
lack any good thing.’” Thou didst feed thy servant Elijah by ravens, and Thou
madest the widow’s cruse of oil and handful of meal to last. Help, Lord. I_dO
not expect a miracle, but I expect the same help which a miracle would bring
me, and expect it in the ordinary course of providence. If Thou dost not put thy
hand out of heaven to help. me, Thou wilt lift it up out of the carth by some
ordinary means which would not, however, have been available if Thou hadst not
made it so. Help, Lord.” It really is marvellous, and most of our lives Wl}l
prove it, how good the Lord is at a pinch, Just when you have said, “ Now it
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is all over, it is all over now ;" then it is that He has appeared. When your
hopes have .been like Lazarus, in the grave, not only dead, but something morve,
for Martha suid, ¢ Lord, by this time he stinketh, for he hath been dead four
duys." Yet even then when Christ has appeared there hath been a resurrection to
your circumstances and your comforts, and you have yet been able to rejoice. I
cannot of course mention the various trials which may be passing over you just
now. The Lord’s people are a tried pcople. Often on Thursday night there is an
assemblage of the sad and a mass of sorrow here which one would searcely guess
could be contnined within four walls. Whatever the case may be, this prayer
will suit you, “ Help, Lord.”

Some of you are students of Scripture. Your difficulties are not pecuniary
ones. You turn over, day by day, this precious book, and it is your desire to
understand it. But you are vexed with certain perplexities. There are things
in it which are hard to be understood, and you want to arrive at definite,
distinct truth, to know bhigh knowledge. Let me suggest to you, dear
brother, that when you have studied the Seripture anxiously and carefuliy,
and sought out the opinions and judgments of good and gracious meh who
were taught of God, that you should never forget to add to all this the
prayer, ‘ Help, Lord; help, Lord.” There is_more got out of the Bible by
praying than by anything else. When a certain Puritan had a dispute upon
matters of doctrine with another, he was observed to speak very fluently and
with great power. While his opponent spoke he was observed taking notes,
and one desired to see his notes, and what think you were they ? They were
just those words, “ More light, Lord! More light, Lord! More light, Lord I”
The best way of taking notes! Cry for more light! On a sudden that very
text of Scripture which seemed as hard as a flint, will fly open by a touch of
the Holy Spirit’s finger when you have said in prayer, *“ Help, Lord.”

This prayer will well suit those who are engaged in inward conflicts.
I have heard of some Christians who do not believe in inward conflicts.
Brother, take care lest you have to prove them beyond all other men. I
heard to-day something which reminds me very much of how different our
experience is at one time from what it is at another. A dear servant of
the Lord was the good Mr. Harrington Evans—perhaps a very model preacher,
one who sppke very sweetly of Christ. A brother was telling me to-day
that he remembers hearing Mr. Evans say that he hardly liked Christians
to say, “ God be merciful to me a sinner.” 8Said he, “I do not like it.
The saint is forgiven. I know he does sin, still he is thoroughly forgiven, and
there is a kind of clank of the chain about the * God be mercitul to me a sinner.’”
“Yet,” said he, “it I am not nistaken, on Mr. Evaus’ tombstone are those words,
¢God be merciful to me a sinuer.’” So that what he thought was a clauk of the
chain once, he came to look upon as being a most precious and comfortable
prayer after all. And some of our Lrethren do get at times a little top-lofty,
and they say, “I do not make confession of sin.” More’s the pity, brother; you
are making u birch for your own back; you will have it before long, depend
upon it There is no position for the child of God so safe, so scriptural, so
true, as that of still clinging to Jesus as you did in the first, still mourning tor
sin and rejoicing in the atonement made for you as e sinner. I must confess I
cannot ordinarily get that comfort by drawing near as a saint which I can get
by coming to Christ as a sinner. My evidences often fail me, and [ thank God

have given up all seeking after them and go straight away without any
evidences te Christ over again as the sinner’s Saviour, and find fresh joy and
Peace in believing. May we be kept in such a fraunie of mind as that.

How many of you are exercised with conflicts to-night! You do not know
which will get the upper hand, good or evil. There is conflict and combat going



A BUITABLE WATCH-WORD.

on within, as though a pitched battle were there. The soil of your heart is torn up
by the prancings of the horse-hoofs of the ememy. You think, “I shall sursly
perish after all.” Brother, sister, in Four time of conflict here is o prayer for
you, ‘“Help, Lord; help, Lord. Oh, help the new-born babe to conquer the
old man! Oh, help the vital spark to keep its flame alive, now that floods are
poured out againstit! Oh, let not the dvagon swallow up the man-child! Help,
Lord. Help! Oh, wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the
body of this death? Help Thou me, Lord, and I will yet sing. I thank God,
through Jesus Christ, my Lord.”

Will not this prayer suit those of you who are just now desirous to honour
God in your sufferings? You have lately fallen into sickness; you have
to be much on your bed, and you are afraid that you will get impatient. I
know aged persons are sometimes troubled with the fear that if they should
be long living in inﬁrmit)" they might get peevish and petulant; doubtless
it is the vice of old age. Well, at such a crisis, dear friends, whether aged or
young, the prayer will snit you. ¢ Help, Lord; help, Lord. Help me if my
pains multiply. Help me!” This is a prayer for dying saints at the stake,
How often it has sprung from their lips. When the flames have leaped up upon
them they have said, ‘ Help, Lord. Help me to burn! Help me to be faithful!
Oh, let me not be tempted! Suffer me not to turn aside from my Master!
Help, Lord. Now I have more to suffer than the creature can bear; now sus-
tain me!”

Not less meet is this prayer for those of you who are not suffering, but work-
ing. Most of us, I hope, are workers for Christ. And why should we ever go
out to our work without the prayer, “ Help, Lord?” And when we are in it we
cannot expect to prosper except the desire be still coming up, “ Help, Lord.” And
when we have dene the work it is a sweet evening’s prayer with which to close
the day, ““Help, Lord. Make my work to stand. Help, Lord.” I give this
prayer to you, my brethren in the church, elders and youngers, overseers and
deacons; to you, brothers and sisters, that teach the young of this flock; to
you that are toiling in our classes; you who preach in the streets, or go from
place to place proclaiming the word. Be this your prayer henceforth. < Help,
Lord ; help us to declare the gospel faithfully and fully, and to be the means of
bringing souls to thyself.”

Indeed I do not know where this prayer would not be snitable. There is Mary
just going out to a new sitnation, leaving her mother’s roof ; and she is thinking,
“ Now I do not know who my master may be, but I am a Christian, and I hope
I may be able as a servant to show what Christianity is.” I am glad, Mary, you
have got that wish. Now pray before you go into that new situation: ¢ Help,
Lord. Help! I have not been all I ought to be. I have not always hopoured
rry Lord and Master; but now do Thou help me to ‘adorn the doctrine of God
our Saviour in all things.’” And there is a dear brother, perhaps, very young,
that is just entering upon a new sphere of labour. It islabour new to him;
Lis heart is in it, but still he does not quitc understand, and he wants to do it
so that God mey be glorified. Well then, brother, do not go out of the door
till you have said, “Lord, help. Help, Lord, and sustain me!” And thisisa
prayer, I think, that we altogether must take up in these days when Romanism
is comicg back all over the. land. In these perilous times, when tpe false
prophets and the magiciane are abroad seeking to entrap men with their gaudy
cercmonies and their sumptuous shows. It 1s ours to protest and to preach the
word ; but help, Thou God of Luther! Help us to deal a death-blow to the
dragon! Help, Thou God of Calvin! Help us to unfurl the banper of the
gospel once again! Help ns, Thou God of Zwingle, to stand steadfust in the
duy of trial! Help, Lord. It is only thy right arm that can save England
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from once again being under the hoof of tho Pope of Rome. Come, Thou, and
deliver thy saints in this their day of trial. Help, Lord, for the godly man
ceaseth, the faithful fail, from among the children of men.

I1I. By way of encouragement to expect an answer, let me now address youn
o few closing words. ¢ Help, Lord.” We may expect that He will do so in
the future, because He has done so in the past. You remember your conversion.

¢ Many days have paased sinoe then,
Many changes I have seen,
Yet huve becn upheld till now ;
‘Who could hoid me up but Thou ?**

You have had much help, dear friend. Were you to write your history, counld
you recollect all the interpositions of divine Providence, and put them down, it
would make a strange story. So I sometimes think for myself. But yet I am
not sure that it would, for I suppose our story would be very much alike. We
have all had to say of the goodness and mercy of God, “By terrible things in
righteousness wilt Thou answer us, O God of our salvation.” We have had
judgment like a sentence of death in ourselves, but we have had deliverance like
life from the dead. There have been drops of wormwood, but there have been
seas of milk' and honey. Our souls have to raise an Ebenezer here, and we
expect to raise one more on Jordan’s shore, and to the last to sing, * Surely
goodness and mercy have followed me all the days of my life.” I know what
the devil tells you, He is telling you that you have got inio an extraordinary
position now, and that though God helped you before, yet thisis a new trial—a
wilderness where there is no way. Well, then, “ His mercies are new every
morning.” In new straits you shall have new mercies. Our God is the same
“ yesterday, to-day, and for ever,” but the phases of his mercy are as numerous
as the phases of our grief. He %as helped you. Go to Him! He will.

Take this to console and to comfort you; his relationshipas a covenant God to
you as a sincere Christian,necessitateshis helping you. Youhave a child: that child
isin the mire, up to his neck in the soil, and he will be swallowed up alive in the bog;
but he eries * Father, father, help!” Now, some passers-by, who had a brutal heart,
might be disregardless of the ery; but yon are his father, you cannot resist the
cry, “ What! pot help my child.” Why, every man here feels I should insult his
manhood with the supposition that he could leave his child to perish wken he
might help him. No, yon would fly as on the wings of love to help your child. If
we, being evil, would help our children, how much more shall our Father, who is
in heaven, help us. Moreover, He is related to us in another relationship. « Thy
Maker is thy husband.” Letany husband here imagine his wife to be in distress,
and she looks him in the face, and says, “My husband, it is a time of emergency,
mfy heart is breaking, help me,” Would she have to ask twice? Not of those
of us who have learned the word, * Husbands, love your wives;” and surely God
is the best of husbands ; and if our heart ean but feel the marriage-bond between
our souls and Christ, we need not fear but that He will respond to our tears and
to our cries. He will say, ¢ Fear not, I am with thee. Be not dismayed, I am
thy God. When thou passest through the rivers I will be with thee. Tloods
shall not overflow thee. When thou goest through the fire thou shalt rot be
burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” I might enlarge on this, but
you can think it out yourselves. God’s relationships necessitate that He should
ove us,

All the attributes of God are involved beeause they are pledged to the Lelp
of his people. Suppose He did not help them, then the enemy would say He could
not. That were a stain on his power. Or the foe would say He would not. That
Were an imputation on his love, and considering his promise, it werc a staiu upen
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his truth. Now He Himeself has brought us into our present conditionm, and if
He doth not deliver us out of it, theg that would be a stain upon his wisdom,
He steered the ship where He could not manage it. Oh, that could never be,
Then trust Him and fear not. Thy life is secure. He will preserve his children
to the end.

But, beloved, God will help us; we have the promise He has vouchsafed. It
is very beautiful to notice this in the Scriptures: when you get a prayer in one
chapter, you get a promise in the next, which is the very counterpart of the
prayer. I must say that the promisc is the type, and the prayer is very often
the copy printed off that type. Now listen to this, * Help, Lord.” Then hearken
to this, “1 will help thee. You know there is such a promise as this—* T will
help thee.” You say, “ Help, Lord,” and He says, “ 1 will help thee.” Do you
believe your God, Christian? “ 1 will help thee.” Do you believe Him? You
dare not disbelicve Him. Well, then, lift up your head, brush away those tears,
let those heavy hands again be cxalted, let that dull heart of thine begin to
sing, “ I will help thee.” You have asked for help; He has promised to give it.
The thing is done. Go your way ; rejoice in your God, and remember how He
has said,  Delight thyself also in the Lord, and He shall give thee the desire of
thine heart.”

All this I have spoken to Christians, but there were plenty of room and
opportunity, if we had the time, to put this prayer into the lips of the sinner
too. In meny respeets it suits the siuner. * Help, Lord. I have a load of sin;
take it from me. Help, Lord. I have a hard, stubboran heart; melt it. Help,
Joord. Tam blind, I am lame, I am sick. Here I lie at mercy's gate. Help,
Lord.” Oh, sinner, if thou canst only pray this prayer from the bottom of thy
soul, and present it throngh the blood of Jesus Chiist, thou shalt have help. I
prey thee do not go to bed to-night, do not shut those eyes of thine in slumber,
till from thy heart thou hast uttered this prayer, “ Help, Lord; help, Lord;” and
cvery morning rise with it, and every night retire with it, till you'shall have the
answer. And then when you have got the answer, you may still go on and plead
it in another shape, and in another form ; even in the hour of death you may still
plead it, * Help, Lord.” When the river Jordan swells up to your chin, you may
still say, ¢ Help, Lord” Till you get up to the throue, and even there I was
about to say, one might say, “Now, Lord, I do not want help any longer, except
it be to praise Thee. Oh, help me to extol Thee, to magnify Thee. lee. me
more and more the seraph’s fire, the angel’s tongue. Help me to hymn Messiah’s
name, and praise the splendour of his grace, world without end;” 1 leave you,
then, with the preyer, * Help, Lord,” the Lord help you for Jesus’sake. ~Amen.

Eosuys wmd Papers on Beligions Subjects.

we should have such aims as will issue in

an attainment of the desired good. With

a view to promote this, let us indulge in 8
! few meditations on this subject. May that

How much will happinees be talked about, ’ “ BLERSED GoD,” the possessor and foun-

end Low many good wishes will be uttered ’ tain of perfect happiness, who has sent us
i

TRUE HAPPINESS—THE WAY TO
ATTAIN AND BETAIN IT.

BY REV. JOHN COX.

respecting it, at the beginning of 1the new | good tidings of Himsell, give us to see
year. Surely it is deeirable that the thing | light in his light, and to be filled from his
1tzelf should be rightly understood, and that | fulness!
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IIappiness is an object which »ll per-
gons are secking to realize, slthough but
few, very few, altsin to its possession ; and
those favoured ones, strange to say, are
despised by tho gay world, and looked
upon as mean and miserablo beings. There
can ecarcely be a greator proof furnished of
the folly und depravity of mankind, than
is exhibited by the various methods in
which many seek to become hnppy. So
strange, so contradictory, so absurd are the
menns used to attain this end, that we may
well blush for human nature, and its
boasted powors of reason. But while we
blush we should also mourn, seeing that
immortsl souls are coutinually being “cast
away *’ while earnestly seeking this much-
desired haven. The shores of eternity are
strewed with wrecks, yet we behold thou-
sands of frail barks under full press of -ail,
the pilot deceived, the helmsman intoxi-
cated, attempting the same dangerous
course, undeterred by the drowning cries of
those just a-head. Can it be that millions of
our fellow-creatures are seeking for happi-
ness in sin and sensuality ? It 1s too true;
the haggard look, the wasted form, the
sunken eye, show it is even so. And sec!
like the desperate games:er, they are re-
solved to try again. The last cast is thrown
—it also is a feilure—all és now lost! The
phantom that deluded them has disap-
peared for ever. Amidst the last dying
throes, while conscience is raging, and
eteruity appears clothed with overwhelming
terrors, this solemn testimony iz borne—
“How have I been deluded! The plea-
sures of sin are all unsatisfying and but for
8 geason. The wages of sin is death, eternal
death!” The beholders of this sud scene
hear and tremble, but soon drown their
terrors with a fresh draught of pleasure.
They depart to pursue the same course, and
in their turn to bear the eame testimony.
Alas, for the desperate madness of sin, and
the fearful infatuation of sinners!

It would be easy to show that those
who seek happipess in the temple of mam-
mon, the halls of science, or tbe fields of
battle, fulsely called the field of glory, are
equally deluded with thie lovers of pleasure,
and must, like them, be eternally disap-
poiuted. The truth is, that man has an
lmmortal soul, he is a responsible being,
and earrics about within him en accuser
and judge, even his own conscience; he is
also u being of large endowments, of ever
expanding desires, and is capable of exer-

cising lofty hopes, Those who undertnke
to prescribe n remedy for human woe, and
to lead man into the possession of haopi-
ness, should take all these things into the
account. Those who promise most, are
found to be physicians of no value, becauso
they only consider man physically and
mentally, and neglect bim as a moral agent,
as a guilty and polluled ereature ; lience
they excite his desires and pander to Lis
passions, but are incapable of providirg a
suitable object for the omne, and know wot
how to regulate the other. The only wise
and infinitely gracious God, in the revela-
tion which Ile has given, has considered
man in cvery point of view, and provided
accordingly. On the front of the sacred
book may confidently be written, ““ A cer-
tain guide to happiness.”” Yea, morve, “ The
sinner's guide to eternal Rhappiness.” lts
directions on this subject are most full,
most simple, most certain, and completely
adapted to the misery, ignorance, and un-
belief of man. These directions may be
thus comprehensively expressed. True
happiness consists in reconciliation to God
~—in submission to kis government—in being
employed for kis glory—in being introduced
to his favourites—and in possessing himself
as a portion now and for ever. Such, we
think, is the substance of divine revelation
on this important point; and to quote all
the Scriptures which might be brought
forward in proof and illustration would be
to quote half the Bible. Let us just glance
over the subjects mentioned :—

* I. If man be an immortal and respou-
sible creature; if the favour of God is
heaven, and his frown hell; and if nan
has forfeited that favour and deserves that
frown to rest- upon him for ever; then it
must at once be apparent that there can
be no happiness without a thorough recoi-
ciliation to this awful and glorious Being.
‘We have already seen that sin and misery
are ipseparably conmected; so also are
holiness and happiness. This connection
does not arise from any sovereigu act of
God’s will, but grows out of his very nature.
God's haoliness requires that it be even so.
‘Lhe holy God is the blessed, or infiuitely
happy God. Those who are like Him in
holiness must be partakers of his blessed-
ness ; while those who dislike divine purity
must remain strangers to real happiuess.
because they are cut olf from its ounly
fountain, The all-important question then
for every man is, kow may I become holy,
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how may I become like God? Secing that
there is no other way to become happy.

All nature ie dumb now, All falec religions-

also are dumb, or else utter only lying
oracles. TBut on this absorbing theme the
word of God is most eloquent and decisive.
The gloricus army of prophets and apostles
—all who ever wiclded the pen of inspira-
tiom, together with the bright company
around the throne, unite in one harmo-
nious testimony, and one wondrously glo-
rious word comies rolling down the skics.
That great word is “ Panpox.” Yes, the
stream of pardon bears God’s image into
the guilty and polluted sinner’s bosom,
and there is no other method of producing
it. God must justify before He sanctifies
and blesses. It is the sovereign and unal-
terable determination of God Zkat holiness
and liappiness shall come alone through
Jorgiveness. How glorious is this way!
How just to God, how euitable to man!
Surely all who hear the free proclamation
of forgiveness full and eternal through the
blood of the Lamb ; how that for Christ’s
sakethe just God can justify, the ungodly will
welcome it, ond earnestly seek the blessing.
Surely the gate of mercy, which is the only
entrance into the temple of happiness, will
be thronged by crowds of disappointed and
dying sinners! Alas! it is not so; few,
very few, seek that ever-open gate. Why
is there this fatal indifference—this soul-
desiroying neglect 7 The reasons are—sin
is loved, holiness is hated, and God’s
method of salvation, or his way of bestowing
happiness is too humbling to human pride.
But those who are truly humbled and
broken-hearted gladly enter this glorious
portal. Gazing on the cross of Jesus, they
cry, “ Take away all iniquity, aud receive us
graciously.” They are soon received gra-
cicusly and loved freely. They receive the
stonement, they joy in God, then true
happiness is theirs ; for they are disinherited
of sin, introduced into a new state, and
erdowed with a new life. Reconciliation
with God includes er brings after it the
foll forgivenees of all trespaeses, a complete
justification, a firm friendship with God,
tle pririlege of adoption, and the in-dwell-
ing of the Holy Spirit s Comforter, and
this eecures holiness,

I1. Those who are reconciled to God
by the death of his Son, and who shall be
saved by his life, who rejoice in his favour
aad value his friendship, have learned at
the cross the great lesson of submission,

first to God’s righteousness, and then to
God’s government. They are made willing
to be saved in his appointed way, and to
submit to his sovereign will. They lave
become through rich grace the temples of
the Holy Ghost, and in their hearts the
law of God is inscribed. Like their great
Saviour and pattern, who ever delighted in
his Father's will, they learn from Him to
eay, “ Not my will, but thine be done.”
“ Happiness,” says Dr. Payson, “is nothin
but that inward, swect delight that wi
urise from the harmonious sgreement be-
tween our will and the will of God.” 1t is
not possible to enjoy happiness without a
submissive spirit. A rebel against a right.
ful and beneficent earthly monarch, could
not be happy, and we are sure that no
rebel against Grod over all blessed for ever
can be. The wicked therefore who despise
God’'s authority are like the troubled sea,
but great peace have they who love God’s
law. He pronounces the meek blessed,
and declares that He * will dwell with the
lowly and contrite to revive their spirits;”
that is, to be a never-failing spring of hap-
Ppiness to them.

Remember, Christian, your high calling.
‘Whenever God gives yon an opportunity
of exercising resignation, meekness, and
submission, He gives you an opportunity
of being happy. Thus the seeds of light
are sown in darkness, and the same dispen-
sation which robs the worldling of his joy,
increases the believer’s happiness. The
storm which sweeps away the gay arbour
of the man of this world and leaves him
destitute and defenceless, only freshens the
air round the Christian, and roots more
deeply the tree of his happiness.

But to be submissive in sorrow, to be
patient in tribulation, to wait on the Lord
when all earthly cisterns fail, ia no easy
attainment. It is a fruit of the Spirit, and
is incrensed by contemplating God's cha-
racter, resting on his promise, and prayer-
fully studying the path by which his people
have been led. These will bring sweet re-
pose in the most trying circumstances.

III. Reconciliation and submiesion will
be accompanied by zealous effort. God,”’
says the saved sinner, “is my friend, lot
me love Him ; God is my sovereign, let me
serve Him :” thus will every spiritual
Christian reason. To &e happy, we must
be active. A slothful person must neces-
earily be unhsppy. “ Whilo a busy man,
says an old divine, “is troubled with one
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devil, the idle man is possessed with o
legion.,”” Innocont man was furnished
with an employment, and renewed man ia
exhorted to *“ do good ;" to be * zenlous of
good works ;" to be always abounding in
the work of the Lord. Many persons are
busy enough, but their energies aro not
laid out on the proper objects ; and some
who aro very busy in religions matters,
labour in vain. It is absolutely necessary
that we have a good cause whorein to lay
out our energies, and that we ere influ-
enced by right motives. The glory of God
in the salvation of sinners, and the edifica-
tion of the Church, should be our great

objects, and the love of Christ should be .

the constraining principle. Thias loveis the
only lasting mainspring of holiness, and the
perennial source of happiness. Many pro-
fessing Christians would be more happy if
they really laid out their energies for God.
It is sad, most sad, to see those who sing
of forgiveness and hope for glory, compa-
ratively indifferent concerning the cause
of God, or the welfare of their fellow-
creatures. Truly there is substantial hap-
piness in doing good; and the more indif-
ference to creature applause, and the more
humility of lieart before Grod, we are the
subjects of, the more happiness we shall
realize. If we feel with David, *“ of thine
own have we rendered unto Thee,” we
ehall with him adore amd proise that gra-
cious Grod who accepts our feeble services
and humble gifts. Christian, there is a
lorge field of labour before you, seck grace
to “occupy till your Lord shell come.”
Remember, that when Jesus had finished
his inimitable description of happiness or
blessedness in his Sermon on the Mount
(Matt. iii. 3—12), showing that the hum-
ble, the mourners, the meek, the pure in
heart, alone were blessed, He immediately
procecded to exhibit these happy ones as
the salt of the earth and the lights of the
world, thereby teaching us that those who
had received this great gift of heavenly
happiness, should spend their lives in com-
municating it; should be ever putting
forth zealous efforts to inake others happy.
By‘ thus acting, their own happiness will
be increased. Nor must we omit to notice
that to his own disciples, whom He thus
exhorts, Josus snys.  What do ye more
than others P -

IV. There is much happiness in con-
genial society. Doubtless the bliss of an-
gels is incrensed by the companionship, the

knowledge, and love of each other. Every
one adds to the joy of all the rest. It was
not good for innocent man that he should
be alone ; his bliss, even in ILiden, was in-
creased by that lovely and loving one whom
“ God brought to him.” And though the
children of Adem, in consequcacz of his
sin, have had to dwell in a wilderness, yet
many of its sorrows have been alleviated,
and much happiness communicated by the
dear relationships and friendships of life.
But these are imperfect and uncertain, and
often by their failure produce disappoint-
ment and despair. Nothing i3 stable and
satisfying but that which is spiritual, and
which has its foundation in God’s special
favour. Those whom God reconciles to
Himself by Jesus Christ, He= introduces to
those who have been bleased in like man-
ner, and this with a special design of pro-
moting the happiness of all. “Let the
peace of God rule in your hearts, fo the
whick also ye are called in one body, and
be ye thankful” (Col. ii. 13). How fully
this noble design was once answered, the
history of the primitive Church declares.
The grace of God, which slew their enmity,
crushed also their selfishness, and *“the
multitude who believed were of one lLeart
and one soul.” “ They eat their meat with
gladness.” * They walked in the fear of
God, and in the comforts of the Holy
Ghost.”” Nor was this the case only with
the Churchh at Jerusalem. Gentile sinners
once “without God and without hope,
hateful and hating one another,” became
fellow-citizens with the saints of the hounse-
hold of God ;" and were “ filled with joy
and with the Holy Ghost.” Let each be-
liever remember that he secks his own
happiness by being united with the Church
of God; and filling up Lis part init. He
will thus receive as well as give, and find a
blessedness - in both. TUnited to the body
of Christ, and having nourishment minis-
tered, he will grow in grace, while he will
nssist others to do the same.

Nor is this all. The believer who is
risen with Christ, and sits with Him in
heavenly places, is “come to the general
assembly and church of the firstborn, to
the innuinerable company of angels, and to
the spirits of the just made perfect.” He
forms part of the great family in heaven
and earth, on whom the name of Jesus is
called, and will soon be introduced to that
shining Lost who now wminister to Him,
and to that great cloud of witnesses by
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whom He is now compassed. These privi-
leges and prospects contain rich elements
of happiness.

V. But still the immortal spirit wants

something more—man requires INFINITY
to make him happy. He necds an infinite
remedy to meet his desperate disease, an
infinite arm to rescue him from his foes,
and protect him afterwards; and when
reconciled and renewed, he requires an
infinite portion to fill his vast desires.
Taught from above, he looks up and says,
“Whom have I in heaven but Thee, and
there is none upon earth that I desire
beside Thee.” The infinite One Jooks down
benignantly aod says, “Fear not, I am
thy slield, and thy exceeding great reward ;"
and then the soul joyfully singe, “God is
the strength of my heart, and ny portion
for ever.” God in Christ, God in covenant,
God in the promise, becomes that soul’s
inheritance, who renounces all other lords
and rests on the God whom he trusts and
loves, the faithful word which assures him
that God is his own God. Thus those
who know the love of Christ shall be
“‘filled with all the fulness of God;"” and
whether like Duvid, exalted on high, or
like Jeremiah, made to sit among the ruins
of its earthly joys, this shall be its sweet
repose and steady resolve, “‘The Lord is
my portion, saith my soul, therefore will T
hope in Hum;”
“ Happy is the people that is in such a
case, yea, hoppy is that people whose God
is the Lord.”
Ipswick.

THE TWO MASTERS: NO MAN CAN
SERVE THEM BEOTH.

$¢ N0 man can serve two masters,”” —MaiTT. vi. 24,
BY REV. G. W. FISEEOURNE.

THaIE is a true maxim with regard to this
world. A man cannot equally divide his
aflection snd his service between two
masters, or, il bhe could, it is not likely
that either of them would be satisfied;
but when it is certain that he would feel
and manifest preferences for one over the
other, it is still more evident that he could
not serve and satisfy both,

But howerer true the maxim may be
of ordinary life and human society, it ap-
plies with infinitely more force to the
service of God aud the service of the
world ; and although many persons mey

and this exulting song,

think they can serve both, and try to do
80, yet Christ, who perfectly understands
all the workings of the human henrt, end
in whom also dwelleth the fulness of the
Godhead bodily, declares it to be an im-
possible thing. “Ye canuot serve God
and Mammon ;” for even if it were pos-
sible that a man could equally divide his
affections and obedience betweon God and
the world, yect it is perfectly certain that
God would not accept a divided heart, for
to whom shall we liken Him, or with whom
ghall He be equal, thaot another should
share his throne or rule in his dominions ?
As the great Creator of mankind, He
asserts a supreme and univorsel right over
man, and says, “ All souls are mine ;” and
as the great Lawgiver of the world, his first
great command, which is-of universal ob-
higetion, is to this eflect, *“Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and Him only shalt thou serve.”

‘When, therelore, our Saviour places in
contrast the true and living God and the
god of this world (signified by Mammon,
the god of riches), and affirms ye cannot
serve them both, He presents to us the
solemn consideration, that if any man love
the world, the love of the Father is not in
Him; for it is expressly asserted, that
“the friendship of the world is enmity
with God.” 'The actual state of the heart
before God, therefore, is not a matter of
mere opinion, or of vague comjecture, or
even of hope, but of principle and of fact,
judged by scriptural test, and resting upon
scriptural decision and declaration.

The fuct then is, that he that loves God
hates the world, and that be that holds to
the world, nnd is animated by its spirit,
governed by its principles, and lives in its
pleasures and sins, despises God ; and this
fact rests on the principle that o man
cannot love, hate, or serve them both at
the same time. .

We cannot entertain opposite affections
for the same object, nor can we entertaln
the same affections or dispositions towards
essentially different objects at the same
time. Therefore it is that Christ says, let
your eye be single ; that is, pure and true
in the oneness of purpose, end entire
devotedness of the soul to God, that the
whole body may be full of light. But if
the eye be evil, or unholy and untrue,
either, not sincere in its professed allegi-
ance to God, or openly loving and scrving
that which is evil, then the whole body is
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full of darkness. The light and the dark-
ness, therefore, cannot exist together, be-
couse they are essentially opposite and
antagonistic ; for what communion hath
light with darkness, or what fellowship
huth Christ with Belial ?

In applying these principles to the
suhject beforo us, it is ovident that we
cannot serve hoth God and the world.

1. Because of the essential difference in
the character of the two masters.

Grod is an infinitely holy and righteous
being ; cherubim and seraphimn veil their
faces before Him, while they cry, Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord God of hosts.
“ He is of purer eyes than to behold evil,
and cannot look upon iniquity;” while
Satson, the god of this world, is styled
“ that wicked one,” as indicating the
essential sinfuloess of his nature. God is
true, and every word of God is pure; He
is truth iteelf. Heaven and earth may
pass away, but not one word of all He
hath epoken shell fail to come to pass;
but Saan, the god of this world, is charac-
terized as “a liar” and © the father of
lies.” By his falsehood he brought ein
and death into the world, and by it still
induces multitudes to walk in the broad
road that leadeih to destruction. Of God
it is said that “ He is light, and in Him is
no darkness at all;” but of Satan it is
said that be is * the prince of darkness,”
“ the prince of the power of the air, that
now worketh in the children of disobe-
dience.”

How, then, con any one serve these two
masters? It is impossible. He must hate
the one and love the other, or he must
hoid to the one and despise the other.

" We cannot serve both God and the
world,

II. Because of the essential difference
in the nature of the two services.

The service of God is a holy service,
-and the spirit of the requirement addressed
to those who officiated in the temple
service, “ Be ye clean who bear the vessels
of the Lord,” applies to all who call them-
selves the Lord's servants, and profess to
engage in his service. God asks by the
Psalmist, xxiv. 3, 4, “Who shall ascend
into the hill of the Lord ? or who shall
stand in liis boly place?”” And the apswer
is, “ He that hath clean hands and & pure
heart, who hath not lifted up his soul unto
vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.” But unto
the wicked God saith (Ps. 1. 16, 17),

“What hast thou to do to declare my
statutes, or that thou shouldest take my
covenant in thy mouth ? seeing thou hateat
instruction, and castest my words hehind
thee.” And in Isw.i. 12, He again asks,
“ When ye come to appear hefore me, who
hath required this at your hands, to tread
my courts ?”’ and commands, “ Wash you,
make you clean, put away the evil of your
doings from before mine eyes. Cease to
do evil, learn to do well. Seek judgment,
relieve the oppressed, plead for the widow.”

The service of God is thus holy, and
holy in its influence, forbidding the in-
dulgence and practice of iniquity, requiring
us to put off the old man, which is corrupt
according to the deceitful lnats, and to put
on the new man, which, after God, is
created in knowledge, righteousness, and
true holiness. It thus fits us for and assiats
us to hold communion with God ; teaches
us to live in anticipation of a holier and
happier state hereafter; teaches us to
consider our laiter end, and prepare to
meet our God ; to gird up our loins, and
have our lamps trimmed and burning, as
those that wait for their Lord, who shall
enter with Him into the heavenly Jeru-
salem, and sit down with Him at the mar-
riage-supper of the Lamb.

Now the service of the world, on the
other hand, is unkoly, and sinful, corrupt,
sensual, and degrading in all its tendencies ;
in the very nature of it essentially con-
trary to God and godliness, and in its
influence hardening the heart against all
righteousness. It thus separates between
us and our God, prevents friendship and
intercourse between Him and us; tends to
put away from us sll right thoughts of
death, judgment, and eternity; and thus
leads us to procrastinate with respect to
these all-important and awful realities,
under a promise which may never be
realized, “ When I have a convenient
season, I will send for thee.”

Again, the service of God is self-denying
in its nature ; it requires the whole lieart,
and God regards that service as vain, and
as a mockery, in which He is honoured
with the lip while the heart is far from
Him. Christ requires us to take the cross
and follow Him, and says, that unless we
do #0 we canuot be his diseiples, and unless
we are prepured to give up all worldly
possessions, all earthly relationships, yea,
and our own lives also, we are not worthy
of Him, aud cannot be his disciples. He
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requires us to cut off a right hand or foot,
or to pluck out an eye, if it offend us,

because it is better to enter into life with |
one oi these members, (han having two to °

be cast into hell five.
to lay aside every woight, and the sin that
doth so eaeily beset us, and to run with
patience the race that is eet before us.

But the service of the world, on the

‘We are commanded |

other hand, is pre-eminently a selfisk ser- |

vice. The language of its followers is,
““Who is the Lord that we should serve
Him, and what profit should we bave if we
prayed unto Him ?  Or ifin some instances
1t assumes or allows of the form of godli-
ness, it necessarily denies its power. Itis
a service which not only admits of, but in
fact consists in, the commission of sin, and
the practice of iniquity. It is eseentially,
even in its mildest forms, doing our own
will instead of God’s ; acting on the prin-
ciple that men are their own masters, in-
stead of God’s servants; withholding from
him the faculties of the mind, the affections
of the heart, the powers end energies of the
body, and devoting them to those things
which unrenewed hearts and sinful inclina-
tions may prefer. While, in some of its
grosser forms of disobedience, pleasures
and #ndulgences, its catalogue of crimes
end evils shows us the utter deceitfulness
and corruption of the heart, end how
entirely all love and fear, all right thoughts
and self-denial for his sake, are banished
from the soul

If such, then, be the nature of these
services ; if one be holy and the other un-
holy ; if the one be self-demying and the
other selfish ; if the one be elevating and
sanctifving in its tendency and the other
debasing and corrupting ; if the one forbide
what the other allows, or requires as essen-
tial what the other dispenses with as unne-
cessary ; if the ome, notwithstanding all
trials and difficulties, ie easy, and the other,
with all ite pleasures and gains, is hard ;—
how is it possible thet a man can engage in
them both? He cannot; he mustlove the
ope and hate the other, or hold to the one
aud despise the other.

We cannot serve both God end the
world ; because,

III. OF the essential difference of the
end of each service.

In encouraging his servants to stedfast-
nees and devotedness to his service, Christ
gives them these exhortations and pro-
mises: “ Be thou feithful unto death, and

I will give thee a crown of life” (Rev. ii,
10). “Who then is n faithful and wise
gervont, whom his Lord hath made ruler
over his houschold, to give then meat in
due eoneon. Blessed i8 that servant whom
his Lord when He cometh ehall find so
doing. Verily I say unto you, that He
shall make himn ruler over all his goods”
(Matt. xxiv. 45). And to every such dili-
gent and true servant He will say at his
second coming. “ Well done,good and faith-
ful servaut, thou hast been faithful over o
few things, I will make thee ruler over
many things ; enter thou into the joy of
tby Lord” (Matt. xxv. 21—23).

This reward, however, is not of merif,
but of grace ; and every true servant feela
that his only ground of dependence is Grod’s
mercy in Christ. Their confession is now,
and will be heresfter, “ We are unprofit-
able servants; we bave only done that
whieh it was our duty to do.” The eter-
nsl life which is conferred upon them is
the gift of God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord; and the crowns which his own lov-
ing hand shall then bestow will be cast at
his feet in humble and adoring gratitude,
and devout acknowledgment of his sove-
reign mercy. And when thus gathered
into his kingdom end presence, purified
from all the sins which have defiled them
on earth, and freed from sll tha imperfec-
tions which have attached themselves to
their best services ; delivered from all sick-
ness and fatigue, and no more subject to
the fear or power of death, they shall ever
sing the praises of Him that sitteth on the
throne and of the Lamb, and shall serve
Him day and night in his temple for ever
and ever.

But, on the other hand, the wages of
sin and the end of its service is death.
This is threatened by Him who is true,
and whose threatenings, as well as his
promises, must come to pass. It is, also,
but a righteous thing for the Lord to
recompense tribulation to them that with-
hold reasonsble service from Him, and
give it to his great adversary, who .refuse
to yield sllegiance to Him who is the
rightful sovereign, but enlist in the cause
of him who is an usurper. This is but the
just reward for the service rendered, for it
1s founded in enmity against God, and
manifests itself in opposition to Him in
refusal to submit to his will and to keep
his law. It perverts to base uses and
ignoble ends powers snd abilities intended
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and adapted to glorify God, and enjoy Him
for evor. This enmity is without cause,
and this rebellion is against the light and
knowledge which God has given to guide
men's {eeb into the ways of peace.

ITow fearful is this end! Dearm! Tt
is tho wbsence of ell spiritual light, life,
and joy, by exclusion from God’s presence
and the glory of his power ; it is to have
your portion in the fire that is never
quenched, and to bear the gnawings of the
worm that dieth not; it is to have for
your companions the devil and his angels,
and the epirits of the lost who have been
led captive by his will; it is to have per-
petual torment, anguish, wailing. and
gnashing of teeth, without any deliverance
or hope of it, and without any alleviation
of suffering, however intensely desired or
earnestly sought.

If such be the essential diversity in the
ends and results of these services, it is
evident that no man can serve the two
masters, that no man can be at the same
time a worshipper of the true Godand a
follower of Mammon.

But I am especially desirous to com-
mend to you the service of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you may not only engage in
it, but engage in it at once, and with all
your heart.

Think of his ¢laims upon your love and
service. He asks and is entitled to all
your heart and all your life ; He bids you
take up the cross and follow Him. But
He who thus requires your service, although
the Lord of life and glory, made Himself
of no reputation, and took upon Him the
form of a servant, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross, for
you. All you are and all you have are his,
for He made you, and in Him you live, and
move, and have. your being;. and every
favour and blessing you enjoy comes from
his hands, and through his mediation.
And ajthough by your sins you have de-
served to be deprived of every favour, and
to be cut down as a cumberer of the
ground, it is by his sufferings and inter-
cession that you are spared, and an oppor-
tunity afforded you to repent and turn to
God, Account, therefore, I besaech you,
the goodness and long-suffering of the
Lord to be sealvation; ecknowledge his
claims ; yield yourselves to his dominion,
and spy, “ Other gods and other lords have
ruled over me, but henceforth I will be
the Lord’s, and Him only will I serve.”

Think, too, of the honour of the Lord’s
service! To be employed by or with the
Great and the Good is ever an object of
ambition to those who are right-hearted
and emulous of true fame; but to be per-
mitted to be a co-worker with (tod, to sow
the good seed of the kingdom, to be a
messenger of his mercy, and proclaim
liberty to the captive, a herald of his
cross, and blow the trumpet of the gospel ;
to be an ambassador for Christ, to beseech
men to be reconciled to God ; this is one
of the highest honours whicli even the
Christian—the highest state of man—can
possess, And this honour every Christian
in his measure, and aceording to his oppor-
tunity, may be a partaker of; for, in
addition to personal devotedness, to serving
the Lord in their hearts, and being fervent
in spirit—all may do something for Christ.
They may recommend the gospel to others,
by letting that mind be in them that was
also in Christ Jesus, by a conversation
becoming the gospel, and by letting their
licht so shine before men that they mey
sec their good works, and be induced to
glorify their Father who is in heaven.
They may also, by direct efforts, seek to
turn sinners from the error of their ways,
and point them to the Lamb of God, who
taketh away the sin of the world; and if
we honour Him by an entire and cheerful
consecration to his service, we know that
He hath said, “Them that honour me I
will honour.”

Yet once more, if you make his service
your delight, He will make your wants his
care. If you seek first the kingdom of
beaven and his righteousness, all other
things shall be added unto you. In times
of trouble He will be a refuge for you; and
in times of weakness He will be your
strength ; in perplexity He will direet your
steps, and make his word a lamp to your
feet and & light to your path; while, in
times of peculiar trials and afflictions, his
grace shall be sufficient for you. And
having thus supplied your wants, pro-
tected you from harm, guided your steps.
and comforted your heart with the light of
his countenance, He will afterwards receive
you to glory; and at his coming st the
last great day, He will, in tho presence of
the assembled universe, give you an abun-
dant entrance into his kingdom, saying to
you, “Come, yeo blessed of my Father,
enter into the kingdom prepared for you
from tho foundation of the world.”
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‘Wherefore I beseech you, give your
liearts unto the Lord, and this day conse-
erate yourselves unto his service, for his-
name’s sake.  Amen.

Stratford.

TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW.
A NEW TEAR'S WORD TO THE UNCONVERTED,
BY G. D. EVANS, OF UPTON CHAPKL,

¢ Pharaoh said, To-morrow.” ¢ The Holy Ghost
saith, To-day.”
AXOTHER year has passed, and some of the
readers of this MESSENGER are still unsaved.
At the commencement of 1865 you made
many resolutions ; they were taken down
by the recording angel, who has lingered
about your puthway all the year to see
whether or not they would be fulfilled,
He bas gone, and his record is transcribed
into God’s Book, to await the revelations
of the judgment-day. The reason why you
are still in the eame position as you were
twelve months ago is found in one simple
fact. Serivusness and religion were counted
as greal bores, and when the world offered
you each morning fresh allurements, you
put off thoughts of godliness, and said,
“ To-morrow.” Pharaoh, like the heart
once tender, became steeled against every
invitation of love or threat of judgment,
till the excuse fell more easily from your
lips, and you remain on this New Year’s
Day unsaved. What a vast multitude of
evils have followed upon the heels of Pro-
crastination. The father of the household
has eaid, “ ']l insure to-morrow;” but in
the night the messenger has come, and his
weeping widow and orphan children have
been cast upon the streets to beg. The
mariner has thought little of the tiny leak,
anticipating that no storms would come
before the morning’s dawn; but in the
night the howling winds have proclaimed
a tempest, and ere the break of day the
vessel has suffered shipwreck. The sick
man, laughing at his weakness, has jokingly
put off sending for the physician, till the
disesse had made such 1nroads upon his
frame that no Luman skill could stay his
progress to the tomb. In the same manner,
mauy have dallied with their eternal hopes
till, hike Samson with the Jocks shaven from
his head, they have bemoaned in helpless
woe their wesk estate. You have been
muking excuses for not seeking an interest

in Christ's ealvation. Lot me show you
their folly, and the impending danger of
your delay.

Some of you, perhsps, mar have
been raying, *“ To-morrow I shall have
more time)” It is a strongo funcy, that
every day to come will be less bisy than
the present. Might we not, if we looked
forward, seo our carcs aecumulaiing with
our jyears, growing in number and in
weight. You are u young man, mayhap,
Jjust starting forth in life. The shop de-
mands so much time that you bave little
left for prayer; your buying and selling is
80 necessary, that you neglect the purchase
of the pearl of priceless worth, end satisfy
your conscience with the promise that,
when you have gathered riches, you will
seek after heaven. But ask the merchant.
Will he say, I have more time with my
fifty thousand pounds than with my fifty ?
“Ah, no;” he will sigh forth, “ when riches
increase, cares are only hesvier, and every
golden sovereign in the pocket adds its
weight in leaden sorrow to the soul.” We
might multiply instances. The young
mother, with her first-born infant, looks
forward to its future growth, and tells us,
I shall have opportunity by and by for
serving Jesus ; but we ask the aged matron,
and she utters a sad alas! Other cares
have beset her, and with grey hairs,
stooping frame, tottering limbs, bedimmed
eyes, and wecakening hands, she asks her-
sef, in mournful murmurs,  Why did I
shift such solemn responsibilities on the
future, passing unheeded the beckoning
finger that would have drawn me to the
cross.”

Others of you have, perhaps, been
too fond of sin, and said to yourselves, I
may have a little more indulgence in the
ways of iniquity, and then 1 will setile
down and become pious.”” Unhappily such
cases are not rare, The writer was ac-
quainted with & young man of Christian
connections, who had given himself up to
debasing pleasure. He was a jolly-hearted,
easy-going youth, who, when remonstrated
with, would laugh away his fears, pro-
mising that some day he would seek his
mother's God. The day came not, snd we
fear that now he is gradually being whirled
nearer and nearer the edge of the fatal
pool, down which, if grace preveuts not, ho
must be dashed into the abyss benesth.
The descendants of Felix are liviog still.
Hosts of merry-souled pleasure-seekers
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look into their allurer’s face, and get
new inspirations to sin, and then turn
round and say to the warner, “ When I
have n more convenient season I will call
for thee.” This scason, however, hasteth
not ; we wait for it, and we are told, *“ It
ghall come ;” but, lo, it cometh not, The
sluggard saith, “ A little more sleep, and a
little more slumber,” and waking at last,
it is only to mcet an irrcvocably fenrful
doom. Are you amongst such a number ?
You recognize, by your very course of
action, that you cannot hold Christ and
the world too; so, rather than do this, you
renounce Him who is your only life, and
grasp the cup of sinful pleasure, which,
however chased and golden, with sunbeams
dencing on its brim, contuins poison of the
deadliest sort.

Or another excuse may be yours;
you have foolishly fallen into the quag-
mire of doubt, and are saying, “ I fear
my impressions are not deep enough; at
some future period, when they are more in-
tense, T will come to Jesus.” It is remark-
able how many make this a hulting-place.
Even Satan tells us we must feel ourselves
greater sinuers before we apply for mercy,
and thus closely shuts the way of hope,
Now, you know you arefilthy, but, because
you are so blind as not clearly to see your
state, will you keep away from the lountain?
Shall the criminal tarry in making his con-
fession, because he is not sufliciently
impressed with a sense of guilt? That
would be the height of folly; and likely
to lead him to commit greater crimes,
that so e might feel a heavier burden of
iniquity. If this were the qualification for
coming to Christ, then we mught all go and
dip our souls into the black Stygian lake,
imagining that thus we should become
fitter objects of mercy. It is true that
the deeper-dyed our souls have become
in guilt, the more we meed forgiveness;
but it is a falsehood of Lell that teaches
us that thus we have more right to
come to Jesus. So far as that goes,
one sinner has just the same right as
anothier, for the Saviour gives to every
soul tnis promise, “Him that cometh
unfo Me I willin no wise cast out.”* Nor
18 il a foct that impressions do deepen by
keeping away from Christ. They may ripen
nto despair, or, on the other hand, be
stifled by the voice of worldly mirth, but
the place for deepening them is by the
cross of Culvary. As the torn body of the

Yaviour ia presented to our gnze, wc see,
from each wound in his hands and feet, the
lightning of our sins darting forth; while
the heavens above and the earth beneath
groon with the thunder of his wrath »gainst
iniquity. Here, while love is resplendent
in its brightest tints, sin is represented in
its darkest shade. Such excuscs as these
for delaying to come to Jesus, we can only
pray may go down

“ To the vile dust from whence they sprung,
Unkuown, unhonoured, and unsung ;"

and we shall be only too glad to preparc a
funeral anthem, as our last tribute to their
withering memory.

There are certain dangers which always
asrociato with delay. We find, in the case
of Pharaoh, that “every day more com-
pletely hardened his heart.” We have all
of us seen substances that have become
petrified into stone, and, perhoaps, we have
been led to wonder how long the change
has been effecting. It may have been
many thousands of years, bub it is most
certainly true that the petrefaction has
been a gradual work ; hardening and har-
dening every day. Thus the softest sponge,
containing 1in itself flinty particles, con-
stantly attracts to itself other particles
from the world without, and by and by it
becomes as hard ‘as adamant. Now the
buman heart is like that sponge ; it is ever
attracting evil influences, and tempting
Satan to harden it into stone, and, unless
early washed in the blood of Jesus, thus
receiving o sacred preserving power, it
gathers hardness with its duys. There are
very few old sinmers but can trace back
times in their history when they were
impressible to loving words. The counvict
in the grim hulks can remember how
he wept when, in his early days, a
mother’s words, like her gentle fingers,
played upon his heart-strings, and woke
him to the music of her love. He can look
back on his downward course and see a mo-
ment when he yielded to the temptation ofa
friend, und casting offall fear, played with
his iviquity. Then, as early impressions
would sometimes haunt him, he resolved in
future to stifle them at the birth, till at last
they grew tired of warning, and left him to
his [ate. The accelerating progress ol un-
godiiness is so distinctly warked in the
commuon evil habits of men, thut we canno¢
walk through the sireets with our eyes open
and not behold i, Just as the root of the
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tree einks deeper and deeper into the soil,
sending out its feelers on every hand, so
gin gets a firmer hold upon man’s heart
while it is allowed to thrive. It thus be-
comes harder to shake ofl the older we
grow. Iven coming to Christ, we cundure
a greater slruggle within, aud, like the
lunatie, are often thrown upon the ground
and torn before we reach Him. Yee, and
even aflter we have found ealvation, those
very eins make a fresh attack upon our
souls, and we aro somctimes led again into
their toils. The youthful seeker after Jesus
is less likely, humanly speaking, to have
harder struggles than he whose petrified
heart needs a strong hammer to touch it
before it will break into penitence.

But think again. FEvery day delayed
brings us closer to eferwity. 1f this life
terminated our existence, we might sport
and jest, and wile eway our lives, because
we should have no account to give of mis-
spent time and wasted opportunities Yet
looking at it in another light, Christianity,
even under such circumstances, would be
the better life, for sin always brings with it
its own punishment; and without waiting
tili we enter the confines of another world,
we feel its tortures in our bosom here. But
looking at the matter on our first state-
ment, the very fact that that weare speed-
ing on towardsan endless world, where the
seed sown in life shall yield its sweet or
bitter fruit, invests etermity with a dread
solemnity. Every day brings us into cloger
contact with its portals. It may be nearer
than we think, it is certainly not far off to
any one of us. Years may intervene, but
what are years compared with its ever-
rolling cycles? WWhat are days and months
in the immediate presence of Him with
whom “ one day is asa thousand years, and
8 thousand years as one day.” Timeisbut
a drop of the acean, a grain of dust falling
from a mountsin’s side, a leaf among the
many miilions which bedeck the forest, one
blade of graes plucked from the green mea-
dow, in comparison with eternity. We
stand aghast at the very thought. We
should be startied into activity if we would
but consider it more fully. Yet how many
live as though they are standing still in
life, instead of rushing forward at a fearful
speed. They are as much asleep to danger
as the boy who playfully paddles his boat
upon the soft, gentle river, above the cata-
ract ; and they wake not till the rush of the
wuters of eternity etir them from their

slumber, all too late for vescue. When it
does burst upon the soul, we shall be con-
vinced of our folly ; but the door of mercy
shall be closed. Our everlasting state 1s
then fixed, and repentance is hidden from
our cyes,

Again, thero is just a probability that
to-morrow may never come. The Bible
story of the rich Fool aptly illustmtes this
trath. He had heaped up ‘wealth till his
barns were all filled ; and after quéstioning
with himeclf; and stifling the suggestion
that he might henceforth give the produce
of his farm to the starving poor, he said,
“This will T do. I will pull down my
barns, aud build greater ; and there will I
bestow all my fruits and my goods. And
I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much
goods laid up for many years; take thine
ease, eat, drink, and be merry,” 'With this
resolution he retired to rest; but in the
midnight darkness he was startled by feel-
ing e cold skeleton haud on his, and terri-
fied by hearing & voice, which said, * Thou
fool, this night thy soul shall be required
of thee ;" while, in fulfilment of the threat-
ening, “I also will laugh et your calamity,
and mock when your fear cometh.” A
voice which mocked #%is anguish rang
round that room, “ Then whose shall those
things be which thou hast provided ?”* It
was useless to argue that to-morrow the
builder was to be consulted about the new
barns, and that plans were laid for months
and years to come ; the great overthrower
of all the plans of man only cried, *“ Over-

-turn, overturn, overturn;’ then smiting

his vietim to the heart, cut short his life
and his dreams together. It may be so
with any one of us. We cannot say, “I
know to-morrow’s pun shall rise on me.”
He will rise, but our eyes, sightless in
denth, may greet him not. We are aware
there is comperatively little revealed of the
separate states of existence after death,
But, oh, there is enough to teach us thata
judgment-day will come, and that eternel
happiness or woe must be owr portian.
Seeing, then, that death may come upon
us unawares; that there are so many
causes ab work cvery day, either of whic}l
may be tending te our destruction ; thatit
takes such s little thing to kill us when the
decree has gone forth, and that once dying
there is neither room for resolution or space
for repentance ;—oh let us seek, if we have
never sough§ before, Him who alone can
give us victory over death. It is impos-
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gible to toll how many of the thousand
unconverted readers of this magazino may
be spared to January 1, 1867, or even to
January 81, 1866. We oon scarcely ex-
pect that out of so meny all will be spared
to see another New Year's morning. The
decree, ‘“ This yoar thou shalt die,” may
have gono forth against you; you kmow
not but what it has. How it behoves you,
then, by simple faith in Christ, to *“ make
your calling and election sure.”

Our philosopher poet, warning us of
the danger of delay, tells us, at the com-
mencement of his piece upon *To-mor-
row,”

“Thereis a floating island, forward, on the stream
of time,

Buoyant with formenting air, and borne along the
rapids;

And on tiat jsland is a siren, singing sweetly as
she goeth;

Her eyes are bright with invitation, and allure-
ment lnrketh in ber cheeks ;

Moeny lovers, vuinly pursuing, follow her beckon-
ing finger;

Many lovers seek her etill, even to the cataract of
death.

To-morrow is that island, s vain and foolish heri-

tage, -

And, lllsnghing with seductive lips, Delnsion hideth
there.

Often the precions present is wasted in visions of
the future,

And ooy To-morrow cometh np with prophecies
fultilled.”

If the necessity for present salvation is so
urgent, if delays are so fatally dangerous,
and if the lips of sin are so seductive to the
heart unrestrained by divine grace, let mo
beseech you on this New Yeer's morning to
yield yourselves to God. You will never
regret the step. Thesorrows of a misspent
life will not then haunt you in your older
years. Imstend of desiring to go baclk, you
will only wish, however young may have
been the beginning of yomr Christian life,
you had commenced it earlier, that so Christ
Jesus might have been mose abundantly
glorified in you. On the other hand, if you
terry, every year, although it may be adding
its weight of gold, shall add also its weight
of sorrow ; and should you ever seek the
Saviour in your later days, which is all
unlikely, the bitterness of your regret will
sour the very cup of blessing that you
drink. ¢ The Holy Ghost saith to-day.”
I beseech you, ¢ Behold the Lamb of God
which taketh away the sin of the world.”
Behold how Heloves you! Behold how He
suffered for you! Behold how e invites
you to his heart, whence wells the living

spring! “If any man thirst, let him come
unto Me and drink.” "Thus this year shall be
the purest, the happiest, and the holiest you
have ever spent, leading you to look for-
ward to future days of bliss helow, and 2
sinless inheritance of joy witlh Christ for
over.

NEGATIVE RELIGIOXN.

BY REV. C. BLVEN.

¢ The talent hid in the earth,”” Mati. xxv. 25.
¢ Andthe pound laid up in the naplin,” Luke
xix, 20.

[ Trzs® do-nothings, these drones in the

hive are a very numerous class in the pro-
fessing chureh, who, because they have not
been chargeable with any positive viola-
tions of Christian propriety, lay the flatter-
ing unction to their souls that “ all is well,"”
and delude themselves with the cry of
¢ Peace, peace, when there is no peace.”

To all such we recommend the parable
of the “ialent” and “the pound.” The
receivers of both were pronounced
““wicked servants,”’ although both the
talent and the pound were returned unim-
paired, and so carefully preserved that
neither had lost the most infinitesimal part
of a grain, and yet how righteously they
were condemned ! :

Thiok of a steward intrusted by his
lord with a pertion of seed-corn, which, if
duly sown and cultured, would have
yielded a harvest, but when called to deli-
ver his aceount should say, “ Here is the
geed, which I have carefullylaid up in the
grainary, lo, there thou hest that is thine liad
Or of & man to whom was intrusted the
care and menagement of a lighthouse, but
who simply neglected one dark and stormy
night to light up his beaeon, it is true he
did nothing, but that neglect was the occa-
sion of many a fearful wreck! Such a do-
nothing steward and lighthouseman would
surely be visited with the reprobation they
so richly deserved.

Now we are anxious to show that all
Christians have their talents and pounds,
which they are bound to impruve for the
master’s uso.

Christian parents! you have your
sphere of action in the domestic circle.
«Tyake this child, and nurse it up for me,”
is in effect the charge you receive concern-
ing every child in your family.
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The Jaw given to God’s ancient people
1s yet unrepealed. “ These words which I
command thee this day ehall be in thine
heart ; and thou shalt teach them unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou liest
down, and when thou risest up.”

To Abraham a noble testimony was
borne, “1 know liim, that he will command
her children and his household after him.”
Joshua’s was a noble resolve, * As for mo
and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
These improved their talents and put out
their pound to usury ; but Eli neglected his,
hence these words of fesrful displeasure,
“I will judge his louse for ever, for the
iniquity which he knoweth; because his
sone madc themselves vile, and he re-
straified them not.”

Let Christian parents, moreover, be
careful to emplor, not ouly the talent of
instruction, but of erample. Some yesars
ago, a deacon of a church died who bad “a
good report of them that were without.”
A laudatory funeral sermon was preached
for him, and as the family was retiring, a
Christian friend spoke to a son of the
deceased, expressing his hope that the
bereavement would be sanctified to him,
and that he would follow in his father's
steps, but how great was the consternation
when the son replied. “ Why, sir, the less
you say about my father the better; you
saw him, abroad, but we saw him at
home [%7%

Ch#fafian servants ! what opportunities
you have ‘for unostentatious usefulness, and
be entréated not to bury your pound in the
carth.

The little maid in Naaman’s household
found a bank of deposit for hers, and truly
her pound gained ten pounds. Some in
her situation, torn from her friends and
home, would have cherished an evil and
revenge(ul epirit, she might have said, “ My
master is dying with the leprosy, and it
serves him right; I know of & prophet that
could heal him, but I will not epeak of
Lim.” On the contrary, she did speak of
the prophet, and her master was healed.
Now, you have opportunities of speaking of
a greuter than klisha, and we have known
gervants who have proved in Godless fami-
lies “ ambussadors for Christ.”” How unlike
another we kpew, who, having lived in a
worldly family a year, was aphed whether
she had been exposed to any persecution

for her religion? ‘““Ol, no,” she replied,
 they have never found me out I”

How cleverly she must have concealed
her talent! Letno Christinn servant read-
ing this, ¢ go and do likewise.”

Sunday-school teachers! your class is
the bank into which you are to put your
pound, that at your Lord's coming you
may present it with interest. But, obh, if
you are a do-nothing tencher, if with such
a goil to cultivate such a charge to train for
heaven you neglect the opportunity, you
will not only incur the reproof of the sloth-
ful whose *“vineyard was all grown over
with thorns, and nettles had covered the
face thereof, and the stone wall was broken
down,” but you have been occupying
ground which another might have culti-
vated toadvantage; youhave beena cumberer
of the ground; you may not have taught the
children error, nor set them en evil exan-
ple, but you have not cared for their souls;
and be not surprised if you also are de-
nounced as ‘‘ & wicked servant.”

Indwidual Christians ! these parables
concern you aleo. We mean, although you
are not OFFICIALLY engaged in any Chris-
tian work, you have each an individual
responsibility which you cannot transfer to
ministers, teachers, committees,".or com-
panies. It has been said of Noal’s . ark
if it had been intrusted toa company, it
would not huve been built to this day!
Think of what individuals have dore.
Samson delivered Israel from the Philis-
tines. David slew Goliath. It was one
courageous man that achieved a victory
with the cry, * The sword of the Lord and
Gideon.” A Luther was the inuin agentin
the great Reformation from Popery ; and &
Carey, who, having long pondered in his
heart the great thought of preaching the
gospel to the heathen, led the van of the
great modern missionary enterprise. In
faith, he went down into that vast mine,
and many a precious nugget of gold had
been raised thence, to be moulded intoa
diadem for the once thorn-pierced brow of
Him on whose *“ head are many crowns.”

Rich Christians! a word with you;
remember yours is emphatically your
“Lord’s money,” yet how many of you,
instead of putting it out to Christian
usury, lay it up in your iron-chests, your
profitable investments, your mortgage-
deeds, and your lands and houses ; and was
it for tlus you were intrusted with your
¢ Lord’s money ?”
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Think, we beseech you, ef another
porable (Luke xii.), and take warnimg by
thot “certain rich man whose grounds
brought forth plentifully.”

Here were many talents snd many
pounds intrusted to him, and he seemed at
o loss what to do with them. However, not
for & moment thinking of the giver or the
poor, or of any of the claims of his Lord,
ho simply resolved to huild large barne, and
there to bestow his goods. “ So is he that
layeth up treaeure for himeelf, and is not
rich towards God.” He died as many do,
wickedly rich! * Wickedly rich!”’ did you
say? Yes, you have robbed God, but ye
say wherein have we robbed God? In
tithes and offerings, and ye are cursed with
a curse,” Mal, iii, 8. Tithes were a cer-
tain proportion of the substance of the
owner; to give less was declored to be
robbing God. If, then, when a profes-
sor was worth, say a thousand pounds, he
gave a pound to the cause of Missions, and
when his substance increases to ten thou-
sand, he still gave the solitary pound and
no more ; although he laid it up for his chil-
dren, would it not be withholding it from
God? And money thus ill-gotten or ill-
retained, it may well be feared, will be fol-
lowed up with divine malediction.

In conclusion, to cheer the working,
earnest, soul-loving ~Christian, let him
rejoice in the present reward, the luxury of
doing good, and especially in the final

recompenes, when the do-nothing professor
for not feeding the hungry, not clothing the
naked, snd not visiting the sick; when
these were negative religionists, shall *“ go
eway into everlasting punishment. Then
shall the righteous enter into life eternal.”
Scill the reward will be of grace, for though
*“ according to their works,” yct not a
meritorious recompense for them. It will
be a glorious, yet at the same time a gra-
tuitous reward.

“ For every cup of cold water given in
the name of a diseiple, rivers of delight ;

“ For every night's lodging given to 2
poor saint, mansions of eternal glory ;

“ For a visit paid to one of Christ’a
little ones, companionship with Christ and
his saints for ever ;

“ For agarment given to a poor disci-
Ple, a robe of righteousness and the gar-
ment of salvation ;

“ For a meal given to a needy brother.
to sit down to the marriage supper of the
Lamb;

“ For every word of comfort spoken to
a mourner in Zion, everlasting consola-
tion.”

And when this gracious recognition of
such services is announced, none will won-
der more than the saints themselves, while
all will agree to.shout, “ Not unto us, O
Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name be
all the glory.”

Bury St. Edmunds.

Tales anhy Shetches llustrative of Christian Fife,

BY MARIANNE FARNINGHAM,

Author of *¢ Lays and Lyrics of the Blessed Life,” ¢¢ Life Slretches, and Echoes from the Valley,” ete.

A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

I1is a very pleasant fashion that of greet-
Ing each other with these words every New
Year's-day. Perhaps we sometimes got
into the habit of saying it without attaching
any very great meaning to it, but generally
the vory fact of saying it leads us to think
of its meaning, and helps to make us sincere
in our kindly wishes for one another. But
the wishes have no power to bring what
they desire. The v ars only wishes after all,

ond nothing more unless the Father who
seeth s we do not see, hears the prayer,
and gives us the answer of peace.

‘“A happy New Year to you.” How
many times in the course of a few days
was this said to a young lady. And none
looking into her merry cyes, and upon the
thoughtful kindly espression of her face
could say it with insincerity. Moreover it
seomed a wish sure to be realized. W here-
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ever she went, bleesings followed her; she
was like a gleam of sunsbine in a darkened
houee, and was valued as she deserved to
be. Whenever she wished for anything, a
dozen hands wero outstretched to meet her
wighes, a dozen wrms were uplifted to shield
her, and more than a dozen hearts loved
her as the best and dearest Grod had given
them. Andshe had a happy New Year?
Ah, He knows best who has the manage-
ment of our affuirs what is really the best
for us. It was a year of sueh sorrow, such
perplexity, as she had never before even
dreamed of. Friends died, riches took to
themselves wings, clouds arose in the most
unexpected quarters. Notwithstanding all
the wishes of her friends, hers was a moast
sorrowful New Year.

Sometimes, and indeed often, the year
is better than our expectations.

“A bappy New Year to you” The
listener was old, and grey, and feeble, and
life seemed to have spent all the happiest
years for him. Me smiled and thanked
thase who with cheery voice had expressed
kindly wishes, but he did not expect any
joy. He had outlived all who were dearest
to him ; he was poor, and weak, and sor-
rowful, and the future had no attractive
colours for him. He had ceased to expect
them. And the neglect and indifference,
and more painful still—the smile, half
amusement, balf pity, with which his words
and opinions were generally raceived, had
become ench old discomforte that he
thought little about them. But he never
cxpected a happy New Year. And yet he
had it. A son—a wanderer in a gtrange

leud—zcturned, bringing wAth him little
children to cheer the old man, and make
his last years the brightest and best. He
had also means sufficient to surround him
with every comfort and remove from hin
the cares that had before distressed him.
God had, once more, * set the solitary in
families.” Aud it was a very happy New
Year to the old man. Seeing then that our
wishes are of no avail, and that we cannot
ever guess as to the future either for our-
sclves or others, how shall we meet the Now
Year?

Trustingly—for God who has led us so
far will be with us, aud bless us, and guide
us in the future, which shall be best for us
ever, though it be not the happiest.

Cheerfully—for we have nothing to fear,
but all 1o tend to our happiness; none of
our Father’s children need brood over
their cares, He will appear for them and
bless them.

Hopefully—for He will not disappoint
our hopes, but make the future radiant with
his love and overfull of those blessings that
make life a gladdening thing.

ZLovingly—for if He does so much for
us, ought we not also to do what we can for
each other to make the homes and path
bright and smooth, and the day joyous end
fair.

Firmly—resolving that whatever comes
it shall find ue at our post of duty, doing
the work God gives us to do obediently,
perseveringly, conscientiously, as in his
sight and to please Him.

Dear readers, may you all have a Happy
New Year.

Bebietos,

The Sunday Scholer's Annual, containing stories,

ballads, etc., by the best suthors, Illustrated
with twelve wood engrevings. First series.
London : ElliotStock, 62, Paternoster Row.

Tr1s Banday-school annual supplies an obvious
and long-felt want, by providing an admirable gift-
book for Christmas and the new year. We cannot
doubt of its success, and wish it mey become, as it
ouglt, a favourite in all the Bunday schools of the
land.

Lending to tha Lord. By Rev. W. HIoEMAN
Bmita, London; Elliot Stook. ’

Tais is an excellent compendinm of reasons, {aots,
aud principles on the subject of devoting 8 syste-
matic portion of our means to the Lord. The
autbor very ably shows this to be a duty, privilege,
ond essentially a blessing to those who observe it.
Quotations are given from Mr. Ross, Mr. Arthur,
and others, but the work is a clear and full manusl
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on the subject, ond it has our cordial and hearty
commendastion,

The Lord’s Portion; or, Giving to God made Easy
and Pleasant. By the Rev. Bamuar Covrime.
London: S, W, 'artridge, 9, Paternoster Row.

Tuis is kindred in theme and spirit with the last-
noticed bool, and worthy of general circulation in
our churches, It is thoronghly good.

The Surprise; or, Little Robert and his Dog.
London : Book Society, 19, Paternoster Row.

A mosT beoutiful little book for the young, and one
that canuot fail to charm our yonng follis. It is so
sdmirably illustrated that children will be de-
lighted with it. 'We hope it will sell by thoasanda
upon thousands,

A Norrative of Missionary Enterpyise in the South
Sea Islands, etc. By the Rev. Jounx Wirrraus,
Fifty-sixth thousand. Ilustrated with engrav-
ings on wood. London: John Snow,

Hezr is a handsome edition of the most extraor-
dinary missionary work ever written, and now given
to the reading world for oNR sEmLLING. Never
shall we forget the delight this immortal work gave
us on its first pernsal, and now, after fifty-five
editions have been sold, its enterprising publisher
presents it at the price we have intimated. To
this edition, an admirable introductory preface is
given by Dr. Tidman. Our charches and Sabbath
schools should be flooded with it.

The Duration of Future Punishments. Two Lec-
tures to the Students of the Metropolitan Taber.
nacle, By Rev. W. Banxrr, Baptist minister,
Hastings. London: Passmore ond Alubaster,
23, Paternoster Row.

Tg18 truly solemn and momentous ‘subject has
been carefully, we may say elaborately, brought
before Mr. Spurgeon’s students by Mr. Barker.
The lectures evinde & reverend and Christian
spirit, grent induatry, and must have qost the
suthor much solicitnde and labour. But we {hink
not only the young men who heard them, but the
whole Christian Church will be indebted to their
worthy anthor for these very superior lectures.
Mr. Barker has brought hisreading powers greatly
to bear on his subject, aud has given first-class
suthoritics in fuvour of his views. The low price

—sixpence—ought to secure & very large oircula-
tion,

The City Diary and Almanack for 1866 (One
Shilling), W. H. Collingridge.

Tors is an exocellent diary in every sense, and

cxtraordinarily cheap. Every minister's study-

table, a3 well as the tradesman’s desk, will have
more than the usual advantages from its presence.

The Childrew's Friand for 1868. London : Beeley
and Co.; and Partridge, Paternoster Row.

A BEATTIFUL volume, worth twenty times its cost.
Parents will do well to put it into the hands of
their children at oneas.

The End of all Things; or, the Coming and
Kingdom of Christ. By the author of God is
Love, Our Heavenly Home, etc. Darton and Co.

Tu1snew work from the pen of Mr. JaMBS GrawT,
suthor of God is Love, Our Heavenly Home, i3
marked with great force and power, and the
writer’s viewa, with reference to this anbject, are
stated in 2 manner which munst commend itself,
even to those who differ from him. Those who are
concerned in the study of prophecy will find much
to interest and repay pernsul.

Mz. Mzpavesr’s tract on Take Care whom you
Marry should be sown broadcast «mong the young
of our Snnday schools and congregations.

Non. 1 of the Missionary News, twelve large
pages, with admirable illustrations, price three-
halfpence, is a marvel of cheapness, and if the
spirit, variety, 2ud real excellency of the articles,
be sustained, will be assuredly ome of the most
popular monthly serials of oar times. It is pub-
lished by 8. W. Partridge, Paternoster Bow.
Old Jonathan's Sheet Al e jor 1366 is in
every acnse first class, and we wish it were
posted np in every cottage of the lingdom. Pub-
lished by Collingridge. We give our hearty re-
commendation to Stories for Sunday Scholars
(No 13), Lotty Young's Trials : Elliot Stock. Brief
History of Baptist Churches in the Leiceslershire
Association, A circular letter read at Mounks
Rirby : Elliot Stock. Outward ddorming. A
word to those not of tha werld. London: Par-
tridge. A special sermon oun Nehustan; or, the
Popisk and Puseyite uses of the Cross, etc., ete. By
Rev. Jas. BurrearIerp. And of our magazines and
serials for December, we corcislly renew our com-
mendations of the Baptist Magazine, the Sword
and Trowel, the Sunday Teuchers’ Treasury, the
Missing Link Magazine, the Mothers’ Treasury,
the Ragged School Union Magazine, the Sower,
the Litle Gleaner, Old Jonutkan, and the ever-
welcore Quarterly Reporter of $he German Baptist
Mission, which are of more than usuul excel.
lency. And we pronounce Shirley Hibberd's
Gardeners’ Magazine a prodigy of variety, excel-
lence,and cheapness, Tho Decembar part com-
prises a volume of first-closs materiel,
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Poetry,

——

THE TITLES OF JESUS—~IN VERSE.
ALPHABETICALLY ABEANGED, WITH BCRIPTUBE PROOES,
BY JABBZ BURNS, D.D.

JEsTs, Alpha and Omega (Rev. i, B),
Tirst wnd last of earth and heaven,
Let all honour, glors, power,
Erver to his name be given.

Jesus, Branch (Zech. iii. 8), and Root of David
(Rer. xxii. 16),
Human child and Son Divine (Iss. ix. 6),
Let his praise be ever sounded,
Let his glories ever shine.

Jesus, Covenant Head, exalted (Ool. i, 10)
Source of pardon, life, and peace,
Evermorc be high adored,
May his honours never cease.

Desire of nations (Hag. ii. 7), Lord of angels
(Heb. i. 6),
Let his fame be spread abroad,
Let the peoples bow before Him,
And behold their Saviour God (Isa. xlvi. 22).

Express Tmage of the Father (Heb. i. 3),
With eternal glory crown’d,

May his blest and troe ascriptions
Through tbe nniverse abound (Heb. i. 6).

Fountein for a world polluted (Zech. xiii. 1),
Fountain of his dving blood,

Let his love be ever anthem’d
Who hath made us priests to God (Rev. i. 5, 6).

Glory of the Lord, revealed (Isa. iv. 5),
Glory of both earth and heaven,

Let his glory be proclaimed,
Let his praise be ecer given,

Heir of all things (Heb. i. 1), Head of Zion,
Hope of all his people here (1 Tim. i 1),
Give Him worship and obedience,
Berve the Lord with holy fear.

Immanuel, God with us below (Iea. vii. 14),
Worshipped by the angels bright,

God eterna!, ever chaueeless (Rom, ix, 5),
Erver-blessed source of light (1 Tim. vi. 16).

Jeaus, preeious (1 Pet. ii. 7), only faviour,
Jesus only saving name (Acts iv. 12),

Let thy heraids through the nations
Evermore tby grace proclaim.

King of kings (Rev. xvii. 14) and King of Zion
Ps. ii. 6),
Mey Thy great and gracious ewsy
Overthrow the reiga of darkress
Tsher in eternal day.

Lamb of God, for sinncrs offered (John i. 29),
Slain on Calvary’e gorey tree,

Slair to give to countlees sinners
Balvation, life, and victory (Rev. v. 12, etc,)

Mediator (1 Tim, ii, 3), beavenly pleader (Hel.
ix. 24),
In thy bunds oy all I plece,
Let thy prevalent iotercessions
Give me rieb supplies of grace (Rom. viii. 34),

Name above all names exalted (Philip. ii. 9),
Name to sinners ever dear,

Name to all thy followers precious,
May thy name my spirit cheer.

Only Potentate (1 Tim, vi. 15), no rival
Ever shall ascend thy throne ;

All things were by Thee oreated (Col. i. 16),
All things are of right thine own.

Prophet (Jobn iv. 19), Prince (Join ix. 8), and
urifier (Matt, iii. 3),
Teach, and rule, and sanctify,
Ever cleanse my beart and conscicnoa,
8ave from all iniquity (Titus ii, 14).

Bedeemer (Job xix, 22), Ransom (1 Tim. ii. 6),
Righteouruess (1 Cor. i. 30),
Israel's Ruler (Miceh v, 2), unto Thee
In wy perils, tribulations,
I by fuith would ever flee,

Baviour Great, the only Saviour (Luke ii. 11),
Saviour in my flesh come dowa,

Present and eternal Saviour,
Thou thy people’s glorious crown,

8eed of Woman (Gen. iii, 17), loving Shepherd
(Jobn x.11),
Dying for thy precious sheep,
Who dost seelr them in their wanderings,
And enfold and safely keep.,

Buu of Righteousness (Mal. iv. 2) and Gladness,
With thine healing, balmy wings,

By thy radiant beams revealing
Heavenly, rich, and glorious things.

Truth Thou art (John xiv. 8), no clouds of error
Dim the path of life divine;

Let thet truth &'er dwell withiu me,
Let it on my conscience shine.

Vine Celcstial, on earih plauted (Johr xv. 1),
Bearing fruit to men and God,

Giving food and drink eternal
By the shedding of thy blood (B.’s Song, v. 1).

Wisdom (1 Cor. i. 30), Way (John xiv. 8) to life
eternal,
Way to God and endless bliss,
Only way to heavenly Canaan, [viii. 5).
Through earth’s dreary wilderness (3.’s Song,

Word of Life (Jobn i. 1) and love unbounded,
Wonderful (Isa. ix. 8) to heaven nnd earth,
Ancient of eternsl ages (Den. vii. 22),
Mary's child of human birth (Lule ii. 7).

Oh ! may all thy titles flll me
Witb adoring, humble love,
Then, with all the saints in glory,
Muy I sing Thy name above,

Paddington,
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UNQUENOHABLE LOVE,

*Many watera cannot quench love, neither
can the floods drown it.””—So~a viii. 7,

IN feehlec numhbers how can we
The love of Christ set forth ?
Eternsl, sovereign, firm, and free,
How matchless is ita worth !
A love that was in covenant seen—
A love that brought Him down
From glory’s throne to die for men—
A love po floods could drown.

‘What angry, raging waters rose
Around the Son of God,

‘When as the Man of griefs and woes
This earthly ground He trod !

Mark how tamptation foame and raves
Against his spotless soul—

How persecution’s hissing waves
About his pathway roll.

And oh, how terrible at lest !
The floods how deep and dread!
When wrath Diviue like billows paat
O’er Christ the Surety’s head.
Throuch many waters Jesus came—
They could not quench his love;
And still, a changeless, deathless flame,
It fills his heart above !

Love to the Lord in every saint
Burns es a sacred fire,
And thongh ’tis often low and faint,
It never can expire.
Temptations, unbelief, and sin,
Like water-floods may rise ;
But where God kindles love within,
It never, never dies |
THEODORA.

THE NEW YEAR.

WOBKING, or waiting, or suffering, what shall the
New Year bring;

Sorrow or joy, or healing on its manifold wing ?

Trust and go forward, no matter if joy or grief
thou shalt see,

Poin or luxury coming, all shall be well with thee,

Cling 