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PREFACE

The following pages are intended to give some idea of the kind of contribution that Ancient Near Eastern studies can
make to the study of the Old Testament, and towards a critical reassessment of problems and methods in the Old
Testament field. By way of illustrating these themes, | have deliberately included a wide variety of topics dealing with
essentials or salient points rather than attempting to be exhaustive. A full treatment of this width of subjects would call
for a dozen or so large tomes, not just one modest book.

Because this book is rooted in primary source-material and is not tied to conventional viewpoints, it has been essential
to include running references throughout. Although in no way exhaustive, the notes provide the necessary
documentation for facts adduced and views mentioned, and document the paradigmatic examples of principles and
points raised in the text. Not every reader may need all the details, but these references will provide the serious student
with the indispensable means for verification and for pursuing any special interest.

This book originated in two lectures delivered at the International Student Conferences held under the auspices of the
Vereinigte Bibelgruppen von Schweiz at Casa Moscia in September 1962. A German translation of the English
original was published at the end of 1965. The present book is a completely revised and up-dated version of the
original English text, completed in late summer 1965, only limited revision being possible since then. Expansion of
text and notes has been kept down to a minimum; Part Two could very easily have been expanded to match Part One,
or even to the size of a separate work.

In some respects, this work has taken on elements of a Programmschrift, though not by original intention. It is an in
vitation to view afresh the Old Testament writings in their
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proper Ancient Near Eastern context; only diehards, imprisoned within the inhibitions of fixed ideas and
inflexibly obsolete methods, need fear its contents. Today, more than ever before, the Ancient Near East
offers rich resources for study of the Old Testament in fresh perspectives.

It is a particular pleasure to express my indebtedness to Mr. A. R. Millard for various references and, with
Mrs. Millard, for helpful stylistic criticisms; likewise to Mr. T. C. Mitchell for comments on the original
English manuscript; and not least to the publishers for kindly undertaking to produce the book. However, any
failings noted should not be charged to these good friends, and the responsibility for views expressed remains
mine.

School of Archaeology & Oriental Studies K. A. KITCHEN
University of Liverpool
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