
 

This document was supplied for free educational purposes. 
Unless it is in the public domain, it may not be sold for profit 
or hosted on a webserver without the permission of the 
copyright holder. 

If you find it of help to you and would like to support the 
ministry of Theology on the Web, please consider using the 
links below: 
 

 
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology 

 

https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb 

PayPal https://paypal.me/robbradshaw 
 

A table of contents for the Africa Journal of Evangelical Theology 
can be found here: 

https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/articles_ajet-02.php 

 

 

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/articles_ajet-02.php
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb


Eut Afnco Jo.,,.al of Evonfeltcol Tlteolon 

NEW LIGHT ON THEOLOGICAL 
EDUCATION IN AFRICA 

Paul Bowers 

18 

Programmes of theological education in Mrica--like African Christianity 
itaeH--are lively, divene, and proliferaiing. They are alao , poorly 
documented. The phenomenal growth of African Christianity has rightly focuaed 
attention on the role of theological education in Africa. As churches 
multiply, and multiply again, the provision of trained leadership for such rapidly 
expanding communities has become a matter of increasingly urgent interest. 
And yet the descriptive study of tlleological education on the continent remains in 
its infancy. 

For example, a decade ago only two continental reference sources on theological 
schools were available. The 1974 edition of the Theological Education Fund's 
Director,, ccwmng Uaeological aclwola Uarnghotd Uae non-111C8'em world, hn, 
of 15t nclt acltoola in Africa. (in t6 cnntriu). 1 The Director, of Bible 
Training Institutions in Africa, published in 1976 by the Alllociation of 
Evangelicals of Africa and Madagascar (AEAM), knew of 189 schools (in 34 
countries). 2 Some regional listings also existed, such as that produced by the 
West Africa Association for Theological Institutions (WAATI) in 1974. 

The inadequacy of these resources for representing the true dimensions of 
theological education in Africa only became apparent following the founding 
in 1976 of the Accrediting Council for Theological Education in Africa 
(ACTEA). As ACTEA's continent-wide networking and support eervicee for 
theological education became increasingly known, ACTEA found its own address 
lists of theological schools rapidly passing the 200 JDU'k and then the 300 
mark. It quickly became obvious that many more theological schools were in 
existence in Africa than anyone had ever documented. It alao became apparent 
that the data necessary for a reasonably accurate description of theological 
education on the continent did not exisj. 

Today this situation has changed de!cisively. In 1979 ACTEA began its own 
systematic collection of information on . theological education in Africa. As 
a considerable body of hitherto unavailable information accumulated, ACTEA 
realized an obligation to organize and publish it for wider use. The results were 
the publication of the ACTEA DIRECTORY OF THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS IN 
AFRICA the first edition in 1982, and the much-enhanced second edition in 1985. 
8 

ACTEA's new 
researchers, and 

DIRECTORY has been widely welcomed by librarians, 
academic administraton as a handy reference tool in a 
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bttJl8l'to uglec:ted Wei, wl hu quickly establithed itaelf u a nandard. But 
the flllJ eignific-ace of the ACTEA DIRECTORY lies, I wiah to sugpat, in 
DION than its practical utility u a reference I0111'Ce. F.qually important, it would 
INIII, ill that here for the tint time hu been offered a Rfficleatly ailable body 
of natinical daia to peram IODle reuouble generallsulou about theological 
educatioa ia Africa. Here ue materiala upon wlaich ID&)' he laid the 
fowldationa of a more accarue and compreheuive repreeentation of thill key 
movement within modern African Chriatiaaity. 

Thill potential contribution of the ACTEA DIRECTORY hu yet in fad to he 
exploited. To date the DIRECTORY'S N80llfflJI have not been utilised for 
obteiniag the .Winical generalisatiou about theological education in Africa now 
poaible. The intent of thill article, thuefore, ill to draw attention to tlua body 
of material, and to highlight IIOllle of the generalilatiom which it makes J)Ollible, 
in order to shed new light on theological education in Africa and thereby 
to stimulate further nudy of thill important phenomenon. 

The appearance of the ACTEA DIRECTORY in its lint two editions ID&)' well 
come to he regarded u a landmark in the nudy of theological education in 
Africa ia aeveral reapecta. In the first place, the available information on 
theological educa*ion in Africa hu been dramatically expanded and updated. ~ 
the 1982 edition eome 485 echoola were listed, in 38 countries, more than twice 
u many echoole u in any previously publiahed liating, end deteiled 
iaformation wu provided for 320 of these echoola. The 1985 edition in turn 
cxpwled the lilting to 742 echoola (nearly four timea the documented number 
available before 1982), in 41 countries, 4 with deteila offered on 624 echoola. 
61n addition, fully 88% of the data in the 1985 edition had been freshly 
gathered within the preceding five years. 

The ACTEA DIRECTORY is .11otl:worthy, secondly, for its pioneering attempt 
to approach the subject comprehemively, presenting echoola from the 
entire continent, from all theological traditions, end from all academic levele. 
All earlier liatinp had, been restricted in one or other of these dimellllions. The 
TEF directory concentrated on upper-level programmes, the AEAM 
directory focused on evangelical inatitutions, and the W AATI directory 
(among others) limited conaideration to one region. The ecope of the new 
ACTEA DIRECTORY aet a new atendard. 

Thirdly, the ACTEA DIRECTORY broke new ground by introducing for the 
fint time a computer-baaed research and publishing programme, 
permitting frequent updating of materials. The significance of this will not he 
lost on anyone familiar with how quickly the data changes in Africa in this faeld of 
inquiry. The advantages of such a computer-bued project were made immediately 
evident when ACTEA w• able to bring out its eecond updated· and much 
expanded edition shortly after publication of the fim. This augun well for the 
future. 

The DIRECTORY generally includes any imtitution in Africa engapd in 
regular training for chmch-related leadenhip rolee. Thill embncee catechist and 
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evugeliet training centres, Bible ec:hoola and institutes, Bible colleges, 
theological collegee, IN!IDIJUlriee, and univenity departments of religion. For the 
moet part only residential buliitutiou are listed, though occuionally 
a well-established correspondence or extension programme la included. 
Reeearch, COllference, and study centres were not included, unlel8 there wu 
evidence thai leadenhip training counee were being offered on a regular 
baaie. In doubtful cues the definitiou were applied broadly rather than smctly. 

Since the information on each llclaool wu provided by that school, the material is 
pnerally u reliable u the reports supplied (u the DIRECTORY carefully 
points out). Systematic ouite verification wu not aitempted, but 
where uucheduled verification hu occurred it suggests a generally high degree 
of reliability. • The DIRECTORY alee> states that not all known ec:hools 
have been listed. Some ec:hoola functioning in hostile settings requested that 
their names not be published. Had these been included, the total number of 
institutiou in the second edition of the DIRECTORY would have exceeded 800. 
Even so, it may be doubted that the DIRECTORY yet covers more than 
two-thirds of the number of theological institutions actually operating on the 
continent. 7 

Taking all such qualifications into account, it is evident that the material in 
the ACTEA DIRECTORY cannot entirely support detailed. statistical analysis. 
But the quantity of data preaented is such, and the degree of apparent 
reliability such, that reuonable generalizatiou are frequently po88ible, largely for 
the first time. 

1. • DirirU,atloa. 

The ACTEA DIRECTORY lists ec:hools in 41 African countries, more than 
half of these inliitutiona cluster in only four countries, namely Nigeria (180), 
South Africa (111), Zaire. (85), and Kenya (66). It is doubtleea not by chance 
thai these same countries repreeent the m,Jor centres of Christian popula&ion on 
the continent. Usin:! Barrett's 1980 estimates on Africa's Christian 
population, the following table emergee. • 

Nigeria 
South Africa 
Zaire 
Kenya (7) 

Totals 

% of Afr Chr pop 
17.5% 
11.2% 
13.0% 
5.7 

47.4% 

% of Afr theol schls 
17.5% 
15.0o/o 
11.5% 
8.9% 

52.8% 

The ratio of ac:hools to Christian population ii not uniform. The overall continental 
ratio would be 1 theological ac:hool for every 273,000 Chriatiana. Nigeria maichea 
this deaaity almost exactly, whereu Zaire hu OD.e ac:hool for every 811,000 
Christiana, contrasting with Kenya M 1 ec:hool for every 114,000 CJaril&~ 
Countries in turmoil or where Christianity hu been under swstamed 
prelll1lft somMimes have strikingly lower densities. Thus Uganda hu 1 school 
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per 690,000 Chmiana, Burundi 1 per 917,000 Christiana, and Egypt 1 per 
1,252,000 Chmians. 

Sorting the echools by major langullg1' areu emphasizes the preponderance 
of anglophone theological echoola on the continent. Interestingly, the distribution 
of echools matches in percentllg1' rather cloeely the distribution of the Christian 
population among the major langullg1l areu. 

English 
France 
Portuguese 
Arabic 

% of Afr Chr pop 
64.9% 
25.7% 

5.4% 
4.0% 

% of Afr theol schls 
69.9% 
26.5% 
2.4% 
l.1% 

Regarding academic levels, when schools are eorted according to the highest 
level programme offered at each echool, with information available on 468 
schools, 34% may be classified as poet-secondary, 45% secondary, and 
21% primary. 9 Francophone echools differ noticeably from this pattern. With 
information on 126 schools in francophone Africa, only 16.7% are at 
poet-secondary level, 61.1 % are at secondary level, and 22.2% are at primary 
level. 

2. fomuliag. 

The statistics underline the common impression that the number of theological 
schools in Africa hu mushroomed in recent years. With data on the year of 
founding available from 353 presently existing schools, fully 79% were begun since 
1950, just under 63% .,:ncP 1960, and nearly 40% since 1970. The following 
table, showing the number and percentage of presently existing schools sorted by 
the periods in which they were founded, accents the rapid growth pattern of 
recent decades. 10 

number of % of total number of % of total 
schools schools 

before 1900 12 l960s 82 
1900-1939 30 l970s 104 
1~40s 32 1980-84 36 
1950s 57 

In part of course the rapid increase in schools from 1950 onwards parallels the 
rapid growth of the Christian community in Africa. But the growth must also 
have been stimulated by the urgent leadership training needs which rapid 
Africanization has generated in the churches in recent decades, and perhaps also 
by the greater value which African church leadership seems to place on theological 
education. The number of schools reportedly begun between 1980 and 1984 
merits special notice. Approximately 1111 new schools would need to be founded 
in the 1980s to sustain the pattern of growth of the preceding three decades. 
However, the number actually recorded for 1980-84, when projected for the 



Ea Africa Jov.mal of Ev•tlfclit:al Tlaeolo,r J7 

entire decade, 1uggesie only 10me 72 new echoola during the 198011 (lell th1111 
two-th.irde of the figure neceuary to maintain the paitem). H this projection 
lhould prove even partially accurate, ii would of coune me1111 a definite fall-off 
in the growth patiem of the preceding thirty yean. Since the data from which 
the project.ion ii made wu being collected during the very yean under analyeil, ii 
ii almoei certain that a number of the newest echoola went undetected, and 
that the final 1igures for the decade will be higher than the 'project.ion. But, 
taking this into account,. the figures neverihelees do eeem to 1uggeei that ihe 
growth curve may have peaked during the 19708, and that the sharp rate of 
increue 1ince the 1960& may now be giving way in the 19809 to a more 
modest paitem of growth. 

The oldest theological college in Africa still in existence ii apparently Fourah 
Bay College in Sierra Leone, founded in 1827, for many yean the eeedbed of 
most West African Chrietian leadership, and now part of the University of 
Sierra Leone. 11 Among other still existing theological ec:hoola reportedly founded 
befoNI 1900, two aN in South Africa, thNle in Madagaec:ar, and one 
each in Mauriti1111 Liberia, Nigeria, 1111d Cameroon, all founded in the later half 
of the century. 12 

NowheN llNI the development needs of Africa'• theological ec:hools perhr,pe 
moN vividly on display than in their libtary statieiics. With library data 
available from 271 ec:hools, the average library · lize is 4,696 boob. Had the 
DIRECTORY not chosen to omit library figures Nporied below 100, the 
actual average would have been definitely lower. 18 

The variations in library size aN intereeiing. Posi-eec:ondary theological 
colleges average 7,391 boob per library, while lleCOndary-level ec:hoola average 
2,233. Theological librarl4!1 in South Africa run much ahead of the continental 
pattern. With information. from 35 ec:hooll of all levell in South Africa, ihe 
average library lize wu 8,970. With South Africa abetnded from 
calculations, the overall average for the Nii of Africa comes to 8,947. Aa iB 
well-known, theological libraries in francophone Africa have a more difficult 
time buildini their collections than do ihoee in anglophone Africa. · The average 
size of francophone theological libraries iB 2,170 volumes, compared with llll­
average of 6,668 for anglophone libraries. 

Leaving aside the libraries of universities ud university collepe, the larpat 
theological library in Africa reported ia the DIRECTORY is ai the Teologlese Skool 
van die Gereformeerde Kerk ai Noordbrug in South Africa, with 46,000 volumes. 
The largest reported in the remainder of Africa is ihai of the Nigerian Bap&in 
Theological Seminary ai Ogbomosho in Nigeria, with 27,000 volumes reported for 
1983 in the DIRECTORY. (Ogbomosho reports 34,700 ai the end of 1987; the new 
Jesuit iheologic:al ec:hool in Kenya, Hekhna College, reporil a collectioa of 87,900 ha 
early 1988, up S11baianiially from the 16,000 reported for 1985 iia tlle 
DIRECTORY.) The largesi recorded francophone theological library Is at tlle 
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Faculte de Theologie Proieetante in Cameroon, with 15,000. 

Altogether, with library data available from 271 schools, only 15 achools throughout 
the continent have libraries of 15,000 volumes or more, and eight of theee are in 
South Africa. Even when one has granted that libraries are not everything, and 
that the quality of w,e is even more · important than the quantity, the figures for 
theological libraries in Africa remain hardly short of appalling. 

4. Teaeldag Sb& 

H the statistics for theological ' libraries iJJ Africa are discouraging, the 
statistics on ceaching staff at theological schools in Africa are distinctly 
encouraging. With staff data available from 438 achools, the average number 
of teachers per school, full-time and part-time, is 7.3 (the average number of 
full-time teachers is 4.8). 14 This yields the truly remarkable 
teacher/student ratio · for theological schools in Africa of 1 to 6.1 (or 1 to 9.3 
for full-time staff),. strikingly better than the accepted norms in comparable 
Western educational institutions. 16 To the degree that low teacher/student 
ratios suggest enhanced leaming opportunities, one may identify here a 
decisive strength in current African theological education. 

Equally encouraging is the progress now documentable in . the Africanization 
of teaching iitaff on the continent. Among 333 schools which . distinguished 
between African and expatriate teaching staff in the data collected, Africans 
averaged 60.1% of the total staff (and 60.6% of the full-time staff). 16 This 
means that there are better than 3 African teaching staff members for every 2 
expatriate. These figures document a notable achievement in the ongoing 
development of theological education in Africa. 17 

Francophone schools (based on iwormation from 117 schools) have an average 5.8 
teaching staff per school (3.6 full-time staff), BOmewhat lower than the 
anglophone average of 7.9 staff per school (5.3 full-time). On the other hand, 
the teacher/student ratio for francophone schools works out at 1 to 5.4, versus 1 
to 6.4 at anglophone schools. Likewise in francophone schools the staff is 65.6% 
African, versus 58.6% in anglophone schools. 

H the figures for schools from which data on staff is available are 
representative for all schools documented in the DIRECTORY, it 
total of 5,431 theological educators in Africa (3,576 full-time). 18 

6. Swdeata. 

taken as 
suggests a 

Theological schools in Africa tend to be modest in size. With data available from 
423 schools, the average enrolment is 44. 7 students. Only 22.2% of the schools 
have an enrolment of 60 or more, contrasting with 31.7%. with an enrolment of 
less than 20. Only 11 schools on the continent have 200 or more students, the 
majority of these being university departments of religion or theology (the 
largest enrolment anywhere reported is 353). Perhaps surprisingly, 
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po9t-1eeondary achooJs are siatisiically much larger, with an average of 64.8 
students, versus an average of 36.3 students at secondary level. 19 

Likewise anglophone echools tend to be larger than francophone, averaging 60. 7 
students, versus 31.2 students at francophone schools. 

While theae low student enrolment figures permit the enviable teacher/student 
ratio preaent in theological schools in Africa, they perhaps a1ao suggest exceeeive 
proliferation of iheological echools on the continent. Thie in turn may 
imply that inefficient utilizaiion of facilities and staff, and hence also of 
finances, is a significant overall pattern in · theological education on the 
continent. One presumes that denominational sensitivities are a major factor in 
tu situation, 20J>'!lt one must also recognize the entrepreneurW. spirit eo 
evident wherever African Christianity's own proliferation is currently moet 
pronounced. 

If the average enrolment given here for theological echools in Africa ie applied 
to all echools listed in the DIRECTORY, it suggests a total of 33,182 
theological students in Africa. One may compare this, for interest, with a 
recent calculaiion of 23,887 students in theological education by extension 
(TEE) COUl'lle8 in Africa. 21 Tu gives an ( adnuttedly very rough, but aJao 
couervative) calculation of 67,069 theological students on the continent--or 1 for 
every 3,648 Christiane. Put like that, the leadership situation for the church in 
Africa ie, at least statistically, perhaps a little more hopeful than might have been 
expected. 

6. IJvuplical Sc:uoll. 

Finally, eome statistical generalizatioDS on evangelical ibeological schools in 
Africa might be of interest, especially in comparison with theological echools u a 
whole on ihe continent. It ie of coUlle difliculi io differentiate 
"evangelicals" statistically .in calculations of this 10ri. N'everihelees, if we iake 
th01111e echoola listed in the DIRECTORY as affiliated with ACTEA, we secure 
a sufficiently large sampling of evangelical schools io permit 110me interening 
generalizatioDS. Altogether 93 echoola in the DIRECTORY fall inio this category. 
22 

As io the distribution of such evangelical schools geographically, 
the same countries predominate as do for African theological echoola in 
general--Nigeria, South Africa, Kenya, and Zaire (in descending order) contain 
589' of the evangelical schools in the sample. The one significant difference la 
that Ghana and Zambia must alee> be included in this iop group, since the 
number of evangelical schools in each equals or exceeds the count . for Zaire. 
Adding them io the group, the six coUDtriee with the highest number of 
evangelical achools account for fully 71% of the total. 

In language distribution, the percentage of francophone schoola in the ACTEA 
ll&Dlple is low (12.9%), and that of anglophone achools correspondingly h.igher 
(86%). This likely reflects eome linuiatioDS in ACTEA's evolving contact. in 
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the early 19808 rather than any set geographical patterns .in districution of 
evangelical schools. It also means that further geo.eralizations about evangelical 
francophone theological schools from this data are not likely to be reliable. 

As to academic 
ACTEA sample, 
to secondary 
included). 

level. post-secondary schools account for 53.5% of the total 
and secondary 46.5%. (Affiliation with ACTEA is limited 

and post-secondary schools; primary-level schools are not 

In founding dates evangelical schools follow closely the general pattern for all 
schools. For example, 18.9% were founded before 19601 and 81.1% since, 
compared with 21% and 79% respectively for all schools on which data was 
available. The oldest theological college in the ACTEA grouping is Nigerian 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Nigeria, founded in 1899. This is followed by 
the Bible Institute of South Africa (1921), the Salvation Army Officers 
Training College in Nigeria (1925), Moffat College of Bible in Kenya (1929), and 
ECWA Bible College Kagoro in Nigeria (1930). 

As to libraries, evangelical schools average 4,486 volumes per school (matching 
closely the figure of 4,596 for schools of all theological traditions). 28 The largest 
library in the ACTEA sampling is the Nigerian Baptist Theological Seminary with 
27,000 volumes in 1983 (and 34,700 at the end of 1987). 

In number of teaching staff, the evangelicals are slightly ahead of the general 
pattern overall, but slightly behind at the post- secondary level. 

staff per school 
full-time per school 
post-sec staff per school 
post-sec full-time per school 

evangelical ave 
8.5 
5.4 
9.2 
5.5 

general ave 
7.3 
4.8 
9.8 
6.8 

In Africanization of staff, however, the evangelicals are distinctly behind 
the general pattern, with Africans at ACTEA schools constituting 48.4% of the 
overall staff and 47.0% of the full-time staff (compared with 60.1 % and 60.6% 
respectively for schools of all traditions). 2i 

In teacher/student rati0& the evangelicals are modestly but consistently ahead 
of the general average. 

teacher/student 
full-time teacher/student 
post-sec teacher/student 
full-time post-sec teacher/student 

evangelical 
1 to 5.1 
1 to 7.9 
1 to 4.9 
1 to 8.1 

all schools 
l to 6.1 
1 to 9.3 
1 to 6.6 
1 to 9.6 

In student enrolment the evangelical schools approximate the general pattern, 
with an average of 42.8 students, compared with 4'1.7 for all schools. 26 

A careful, conservative count through the DIRECTORY suggests at least 298 
schools which are identifiably evangelical. in their s.,onsorship. If the average 
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enrolment per achool in ihe ACTEA aample is multiplied by this nwnbel', the 
'N!Sulting figuN for evangelical theological 1iudenta in Africa ill 12,763. Using 
Baneit'1 eeiimate of eome 36,711,000 evanplicu in Africa in 1980, 2lthil would 
mean 1 evaagelical theo)ogical lltadent for every 2,878 evangelical African 
rn...: ... • ff vano,•1&118. 

Here then la new light OD theological education in Africa, at leut .in ita 
bn>adeJ' external outliaee. There ii more Uaat cu be derived floaa the data in 
the ACTEA DIRF.cl'ORY, and ol coune there ii mada more tW Gile would 
like m bow, beyond what may be calc:uJaied from that DIRECTORY.• The 
deecripuve aiud.y of iheoJogical education in Africa ill atill in ite infaney. Bat 
here u lean la a bepuaiag, a prelim.iau)' proffle. 
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Notel 

1Directory: Theological Schoola anti Related Inatit.tiona in Africa., Alia., 
the Caribbean, Latin America tJ So•tl& Pacific. 8th ed. Bromley, Kent: TEF, 
1974. Editions of the TEF directory were published biannually from 1968 to 
1970, with the much enlarged fmal edition appearing in 1974. 

2Nairobi: AEAM, 1976. 

32nd ed. Nairobi: ACTEA, 1986. This edition of the ACTEA DIRECTORY is 
nearly out of print at the time of wriUng. While stock lasts, it may be 
ordered from: ACTEA DIRECTORY, PO Box 60876, Nairobi, Kenya, at USl9 
a copy, surface posting included. The surcharge for airmail posting (mandatory 
within Africa) is: Africa--14; Europe, India--16.50; Americas, Far East, 
Aus/NZ-- 17.26. Cheques should be made payable to "ACTEA". ACTEA has 
just issued an ACTEA DlllECTOI.Y SUPPLEMENT 1988, containing more 
than a hundred changes, corrections, and additions to the second edition. The 
SUPPLEMENT may be ordered at USS3 a copy (airmail posting included) from 
the address given above. A third edition of the DIRECTORY is projected. 
ACTEA is a network and support service for evangelical theological 
education in Africa, now linking 133 theological schools as well as 18 TEE_ 
programmes and associations on the continent. Approximately one-sixth of 
the schools are involved in ACTEA's accreditation service. ACTEA is a ministry 
of the Theological Commission of the A880Ciation of Evangelicala of Africa 
and Madagascar (AEAM). 

4For most (but not all) of the remaining countries in Africa no residential 
theological schools exist. This of coune applies particularly to the North African 
nations from Libya to Mauritania. 

61n addition to names and addresses of institutions, the ACTEA DIRECTORY 
offers data wherever possible under 11 categories: the year the information 
was received, affiliations, sponsorship, date of founding, library size, teaching 
staff (sorted in terms both of African/expatriate, and of run­
time/part-time), the name of each certificate or programme offered, its 
length in years, the language of instruction, the entrance level, and the student 
enrolment. 

Since information was gathered wherever it could be found, from a variety 
of sources and in whatever form it was available, the amount of information in the 
DIRECTORY for each school is not uniform. The absence of particular data for 
a school is usually owing to this factor and not to any deliberate failure by 
a school to report the data. Hence the absence in the DIRECTORY of particular 
data about a school is in general not statistically significant. 

'The DIRECTORY expresses special reservations in two data categories; it 
suspects: (a) that the size of libraries is sometimes iaflated, and (b) that 
stated entrance standards sometimes represent wish rather than practice. 
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1 Altogether the Dm.ECTORY is probably moet nearly compl49te regarding the 
well-established higher level theological schools in AfricL Notably, it did not 
attempt to canv888 programmea of theological ed\lcaiion by extension (TEE) on the 
continent, which recent calculations place in excese of 100. Among residential 
achools, the gape which remain probably occur predominanUy among lower-level 
programmes, especially thoee within the Roman Catholic constituency, those 
in countries with large and rapidly growing Christian. populations, and those in 
countries where Christianity hu been under pressure. 

The DffiECTORY gained a sister publication between its first and eecond 
editions. The Lutheran World Federation's offices in Geneva in 1984 iasued a 
Director, of Tlaeologsccrl /Mtit•lioru in Africa, listing approximately 434 
theological achools or TEE programmes, in 34 countries, with data on some 316 
of these. In scope it thus matched closely the figures for the first edition of the 
ACTEA DIRECTORY published two years earlier. Several features of the 
LWF publication, however, make it a uaeful complement to the ACTEA 
DIRECTORY. For example, it lists not only theological achools but also 80me 
48 conference centres and lay programmes in Africa, and it offen a descriptive 
list of associations of theological schools in Africa.. In addition, because of 
the free-form descriptive format of the entries, for a number of institutions the 
L WF publication is able to offer useful comment not J)088ible within the 
ACTEA DIRECTORY. Yet just this less structured format also means that the 
L WF material cannot function conveniently u a data base for statistical 
generalizations. It is to the material of the considerably larger 198& edition of 
the ACTEA DffiECTORY that one must turn for that poesibility. 

'Ethiopia has a larger percentage of Africa's Christian population than Kenya 
(8.9%), but only 1.8% of the listed schools. However, if all known schools 
had been listed (many asked not to be), Ethiopia's portion of Africa's 
theological schools would have been 7.9%, just below the figure for Kenya. 

9It is essential to bear in mind that, since this clusification is based on 
the highest academic level offered at ea.eh school, many schools here classified as 
post-eecondary will also have secondary-level programmes. The 
DIRECTORY also sqggests a tendency for academic levels claimed sometimes to 
be higher than academic levels actually attained. And in any cue the variety 
of educational patterns throughout Africa sometimes makes clamification 
uncertain. For all these reasons any statistic in this report which relates to 
academic levels must be considered no more than a rough estimate. 

100f course the limitation of these figures is that, as stated, they represent the 
founding dates only of schools which still exist. Schools no longer existing are 
not part of the available data. Hence for any given period there would 
normally have been more schools founded and more in existence than the chart 
shows. However, the available evidence on the demise of theological schools 
in Africa suggests a pattern of modest figures which would not 
substantially alter the ~r generalizatioDB implied in the chart. For 
example, of the 742 schools listed in the ACTEA DIRECTORY. the 
ACTEA DIRECTORY SUPPLEMENT 1988 is aware of only 90me half dozen 
(lese than 1 %) ••ich have gone out of existence in tbe put five years. 



24 Bowen --- Theological Education in Africa 

11The DIRECTORY records the founding date for Fourah Bay College u 1816, 
but the more commonly accepted date is 1827 (see e.g. S Neill, Chridian 
MwiOM [Harmondsfworth: Penguin, 1964) 306). 

12Among echools in the DIRECTORY indicating foundings before 1900, it 
seems that in 80me cues the date reported relates by mistake not to the 
echool's own founding but to the year when the sponsoring body first initiated 
work in Africa. 

18The DIRECTORY aJao omitted figures for moet university libraries, since these 
holdings encompus very much more than a. regular theological library collection. 

14The figures aJao indicate that full-time teaching staff in African theological 
colleges outnumber part-time staff by just short of 2 to 1. 

15At post-secondary level the average number of teaching staff rises to 9.8 (6.8 
full-time), while the teacher/student ratio remains at 1 to 6.6 (1 to 9.6 for 
full-time). 

16S ince "African" is interpreted to mean a citizen in a local African country, 
ethnically "white• Africans are aJao included in this category. However, 
when South Africa, for example, is abstracted from the calculations, the 
averages for the rest of Africa remain virtually unchanged (e.g. Africans 
constitute 59.6% of total staff, and 60.5% of the full-,-time staff). 

17For the 152 African schools presented in the 1974 TEF Directory, African 
staff on average constituted 49.6% of total staff, and 48.9% of full-time staff 
(see page viii in the TEF DIRECTORY; this includes the data from Egypt and 
from Madagucar, which the TEF Directory treats separately from Africa). The 
AEAM directory of 1976 did not distinguish ·between African and 
expatriate staff. 

18Applying the average number of expatriate staff per school to all 742 
echools suggests a total of 2,217 expatriate theological educators in Africa. 

Since the role of TEE leaders and staff does not entirely match that of 
teachers in residential schools, comparisons are problematic. Nevertheless, it is 
of interest that the moet recent survey (J Hogarth, K Gatimu, and D BarreU, 
Theologsccil Education in Contut: 100 Eztllfllion Programmu in Contllfflporarr 
Africa [Nairobi: Uzima Press, 1983) p 171) lists a total of 1,613 TEE leaders and 
staff in Africa, of which 86% are African. The resulting •teacher• /student raiio 
would be 1 to 16.8. 

19The difference in enrolment between post-secondary and secondary is influenced 
in part by two tactors. First, the post- secondary figures include the univenlty 
departments of religion and ·theology, which tend to large enrolments. Of the 11 
echools with 200+ students, 7 are univenity departments; of the 39 with loo+ 
students, 12 are university departments. Secondly, since schoolll have been 
:lusified in academic level by the highest level being offered, schools offering 
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programmes at both post- secondary and secondary levels are calculated as 
poet-secondary. In comequence the enrolment figures here given for 
poet- secondary schools are inflated, incorporating in some cases the enrolment 
figu.ree for secondary-level programmes offered at such schools, and enrolment 
figures given for the secondary level ue correspondingly underrated. At the same 
time schools classified here as secondary will sometimes include primary-level 
programmes as well, so that the enrolment figures for secondary level are 

, thereby inflated. See note 9 above. 

20Transdenominational theological colleges have frequently been attempted in 
Africa, in the inte:reete of efficient use of resources, but (with a few notable 
exceptions) their succese has usually been problematic. Schools quickly find that 
constituency loyalties and support tend to be much more effectively sustained 
within, rather than across, ecclesiastical boundaries. 

21See J Hogarth, K Gatimu, and D Barrett, Theologiclll Eductllion in Contest: 
100 E:rtmsion Progr11mmea in Contcmpor11ry Africa (Nairobi: Uzima Press, 
1983) p 170. This may be compared with the figure of 20,974 TEE students 
given in W Weld, 1980 Supplcmml to the World Directory of Theological 
EductJtion by E:rtenaion (Wheaton: CAMEO, 1980). 

22See note 3 above for current figures on ACTEA-related institutions. 

28If data for South African echools ie removed, the average ACTEA library 
is 4,284 volumes, compared with an average of 3,947 volumes for schools of all 
traditions outside South Africa. Sorted by academic level, the library figure for 
post- secondary ACTEA schools is below the general average (6,159 vs 7,391), 
while for secondary-level echools it is above the general average (2,768 vs 2,283). 

24This is influenced marginally by the absence from the ACTEA sample of 
primary-level schools--where Africanization would presumably be more advanced. 
If for purposes of comparison the calculation for echools of all traditions is 
restricted to polll primary levels (as is necessarily the case for the ACTEA 
calculations), then the figures for African staffing fall to 58.5% of total staff, and 
to 58.6% of full-time staff. 

26Post-secondary ACTEA echools average only 44.7 students, compared with 
64.8 for all schools at this level. Conven,ely ACTEA schools at secondary level 
average 41.3 students, compared with 36.3 for all schools at this level. See note 
19 above. 

26D Barrett, ed World Chriati11n Encgclopedi11 (Oxford: OUP, 1982) p. 
782. The figure used combines those given by Barrett for evangelicals under both 
the "Protestant" and "Anglican" categories. 

27Using the same method to calculate the total number of evangelical theological 
ed'!lcators in Africa yields the figure 2,527 (of which 1,805 would be expatriate). 

The calculations given for evangelical theological students do not include 
thoae in TEE programmes, for which no statistics are readily available. One 
prenmes, however, that the proportion of evangelical students within the total 
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TEE enrolment in Africa would be much higher than for residential schools. H 
we use a colllM!rvative calculation of 66.7%, this yields an additional 15,933 
evangelical students, and suggests (as a very rough estimate) one evangelical 
theological student, residential or extension, per every 1,279 evangelical Christians 
in Africa. 

281n its TOOLS AND STUDIES series, ACTEA in 1986 published an opinion 
survey of evangelical theological educators in Africa, with altogether 355 
individuals in 66 schools responding to 48 questions. In 1987 ACTEA 
published, in the same series, a comparative survey of curricula in 36 
evangelical theological schools in Africa, sorted by some 35 subject categories. 
An earlier number in the series surveyed textbooks used in theological 
colleges in Africa. These are available at USl8 a copy (airmail posting 
included) from the address given in note 3 above. 


